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LATIN CHRISTIANITY.

BOOK IV.—continued.

—— O

CHAPTER XL

Pepin, King of France.

Bur whatever might have been the result of the nego-
tiations between the Pope and Charles Martel, they
were interrupted by the death of the two contracting
parties. Charles Martel and Gregory IIL died within
a month of each other.*

Zacharias, a Greek, succeeded to Gregory III. At
his election even the form of obtaining the con- pope zecha.
sent of the Exarch, as representative of the %Pec-™!
Eastern emperor, was discarded for ever. The death of
Charles Martel, which weakened his power by dividing
it between his sons Carloman and Pepin, left the Pope
at the mercy of Liutprand. The exarchate, the Roman
territory, Rome itself, was utterly decfenceless against
the Lombard, exasperated, as he might justly be, at this
attempt to mingle up a Transalpine power il the affairs
of Italy. At the time of Gregory’s death there scems
to have been a suspension of hostilities, attributed,

® Baronius inclines to the damnation | Pope also to die at this critical time ?
of Charlel ; at least, ascribes his death | Charles Martel died A.D, 741, Oct. 21
" to hls tadiness in not marchine to Gregory IIL., Nev, 27,
the Pope’s succour, How came the

VOL. IIL B



2 LATIN CHRISTIANTTY. Book 1V,

though with no historical authority, to the remon-
strances or menaces of Charles Martel. But now the
terror even of the name of Charles was withdrawn, and
the Pope had no protection but in the sanctity of
his office. He sent an embassy to Liutprand, who
received it with courtesy and respect, granted advan-
tageous terms of peace to the dukedom or territory of
Rome, and promised to restore Ameria and the other
cities which he had seized, to the Roman territory.
Liutprand inexorably demanded that the Pope should
abandon the cause of the rebellious Duke of Spoleto.
Thrasimund was compelled to submit: he was deposed,
and retired into a monastery. Liutprand appointed a
more obedient vassal, his own nephew, a dangerous
neighbour to Rome, to the dukedom. But Liutprand
delayed the restoration of the four cities: his armies
still occupied the midland regions of Italy.

The independence of Rome was on the hazard: Italy
was again on the verge of becoming a Lombard king-
dom. The future destinies of Europe were trembling
in the balance. Had the whole of Italy, at least to the
borders of Naples (Naples, and even Sicily, could easily
have been wrested from the Greek empire), been con-
solidated under one hereditary rule, and had the Pope
sunk back to his spiritual functions, Pepin and his
more powerful successor, Charlemagne, might not have
been invited into Italy as protectors of the liberties and
religion of Pome.

The course of Lombard conquest was arrested by the
personal weight and sacerdotal awe which environed
the Pope. Since the time of Leo the Great, no Pontiff
placed such bold reliance on his priestly character and
on himself as Zacharias. Other Popes had not mingled
in the active life of man with man. They had officiated



Taar., XI, POPE ZACHARIAS, 3

in the churches, presided in councils of ecclesiastics,
issued decrecs, administered their temporal affairs
through their officers or legates. Zacharias seemed to
delight in encountering his most dungerous enemies
face to face: he was his own ambassador. Zacharias no
doubt knew the character of the Lombard king. With
all his ambition and warlike activity, Liutprand, if we
are to believe the Lombard historian, blended the love
of peace and profound piety. Ile was renowned for his
chastity, his fervency in prayer, his liberality in alms-
giving. Ho was illiterate, yet to be equalled with the
sagest philosophers.® The strength and the weakuess
of such a character were equally open to impressions
from the apostolic majesty, perhaps the apostolic gentle-
aess, of the head of Christendom.

The spiritual potentate set forth in his peaceful array,
surrounded by his court of bishops, to the Interview

. . with Liut-
camp of Liutprand near Terni. He was met prandac

at Cortona by Grimoald, an officer of Liut- ax.ré.

prand’s court, conducted first to Narni, afterwards with
great pomp, accompanied by part of the army and by
the Lombard nobility, to Terni.® The sccne of the
interview was a church—that of St. Valentine; the
Pope thus availing himself of the awfulness by which
a religious mind like that of Liutprand would in such
a place be already half prostrated before his holy anta-
gonist. There he would listen with deeper emotion to
the appalling admonitions of the pontiff on thp vanity of
earthly grandeur. The Lombard was reminded of the
strict, it might be speedy, account which he was to give
to God in whose presence he stood, of all the blood

b « (lastus, pudicus, orator pervigil, eleemosynis largus, literarum quid:m
‘guard, sed philosophis eequandus,”—Paul, Diae.
¢ Anastas, in Vit. Zachanse

B 2



4 LATIN CHRISTIANITY. Book IV

which he had shed in war. He was threatened with
eternal damnation if he delayed to surrender tho four
cities, according to his stipulations.

The issue of such a contest could not be doubtful.

Treuiyof The appalled Barbarian yiclded at once. Ho

ez declared that he restored the four cities to St.
Peter. His generous piety knew no bounds. He gave
back all the estates of the Church in the Sabine country,
which the Lombards had held for thirty years—
Narni, Osimo, Ancona, and towns in the district of
Sutri—released unransomed all the Roman prisoners
taken in the war, and concluded a peace for twenty
years with the Dukedom of Rome. The treaty was
ratified by a solemn service, at which the Pope (the
bishoprie of Terni being vacant) officiated ; the pious
king, the officers of his court and army, attended in
submissive revercnce. The Pope then entertained him
with a great banquet, and returned to Rome. The
deliverer of the city from a foreign yoke was received
with a religious ovation, as well deserved as one of the
Triumphs of older days. The procession passed from
the ancient Pantheon, now the church of St. Mary ad
Martyres, to St. Peter’s.

Yet beyond the immediate circle of the pontiff’s
magic influence, Liutprand could not resist the tempta-
tion offered by the wreck of the defenceless exarchate.
Though, according to his treaty with the Iope, he
respected the territory of Rome, he suddenly surprised
Cesena, and announced his determination to subdue the
rest of the exarchate. IRavenna alrcady beheld the
formidable conqueror before her walls. The only

4 «“Ubi cum tantd suavitute esum sumpsit, et cum tantd hilarithte cordis,
ut diceret rex tantum se nunquam meminisse comessatuwm.”——Vit. Zachar,
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refuge was in the unarmed Pope. Eutychius the
Exarch, the archbishop, the people of the city and of
the province joined in an earnest petition for the inter-
vention of the pontiff. Zacharias espoused their ‘cause,
he sent an embassy to Pavia to dissuade Liutprand from
further aggression, and to request the restoration of
Cesena. The Lombard refused to reccive the ambas-
sadors. Tho unbaffled Pope determined once more to
try the effect of his personal presence: he set second inter-
forth in state towards Pavia. The importance o
attached to this journey is attested by the miracles with
which it was invested. A cloud, by the special inter-
position of St. Peter, hovered constantly over the sacred
band, to shield them from the violent heats, till they
pitched their tents in the evening. At some distanco
from Ravenna he was met by the Exarch; and, still
overshadowed by the faithful cloud, which poised itself
at length over one of the churches, he entered the city.
He left it followed by the whole population, men and
women, in tears, praying for the good pastor who had
left his own flock for their protection. A new sign, like
a fiery army in the heavens, marshalled him on his way
towards Pavia. Dut he derived greater advantage from
other guidance. He had sent forward some of his
attendants to Imola, on the Lombard border, from whom
he received intelligence of orders issued to stop him on
his march. The Pope made a rapid journey and reached
the Po. On the banks he was met by some of the
Lombard nobles, whom the king, having in vain at-
tempted to elude the reception of the embassy, sent to
receive him with due honours. After the arrival at
Pavia, a few days were passed in religious ceremonies,
at evhich the king attended with his wonted devotion.
[t was St. Peter’s day; ¢ day happily chosen for the
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august ceremony. At length Liutprand corsented to
admit the pontiff to an interview in his palace.
After long and resolute resistance on the
king’s part, Zacharias extorted the abandoument of his
ambitious designs on the exarchate, the restoration of
two-thirds of the territory of Cesena.

Thus for a short time longer the wreck of the imperial
dominion in Italy was preserved by the sole influence,
the religious eloquence and authority, of the unarmed
Bishop of Rome. But such was the power of religion
in those times, that not merely did it enable the clergy
to dictate their policy to armed and powerful sovereigns,
to arrest Barbarian invasion, and to snatch, as it were,

kings  conquests already in their rapacious hands; in

monks.  every quarter of Western XKurope kings were
scen abdicating their thrones, placing themselves at the
feet of the Pope as humble penitents, casting off their
pomp, and submitting to the privations and the disci-
pline of monks.

It has been related that when Columban, some ycars
before, endeavoured to persuade the Merovingian Theo-
debert to abandon his throne and become an ecclesiastie,
the whole assembly broke out into scornful laughter.®
“Was it ever heard that a Merovingian king had
degraded himself into a priest?” The saint had replied,
“ He who disdains to become an ccclesiastic will become
so against his will.” The times had rapidly changed.
From all parts of Western Christendom kings wero
coming, lowly penitents, to Rome, to lay aside the vain
pomp of royalty, to assume the coarse attire, the total
seclusion, and, as they hoped, the undisturbed and

June 39,

@ « Dicebant enim nunquam se audivisse Merovingum in regns sublimdturs
voluntarium clericum fuisse. Detestantibus ergo omnibus.”—Vit, Columbani.
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heaven-winning peace of the cloister. Ceolwulf is said
to have been the eighth Anglo-Saxon prince who be-
came a monk. Now, within a few years, from the thrones
of France and of Lombardy, the kings descended of
their own accord, laid their temporal government down
before the head of Christendom, and entreated per-
mission to devote the rest of their lives to the spiritual
state.

Carloman, the elder son of Charles Martel, had com-
menced his reign with vigour, ability, and success. On
a sudden he cast off at once the duties and the dignity
of his station,f and surrendered to Pepin, his brother,
the power and all the ambitious hopes of his family.
Carloman left his country, appeared in Italy, curtoman.
humbly requested to be admitted into the ™"
monastic state, built a monastery on Mount Soracte,
but finding that too near to Rome, retired to the more
profound seclusion of Monte Casino. In that solitude
the heir of Charles Martel hoped to pass the rest of his
earthly days.®

But Pope Zacharias beheld even a greater triumph
of the faith. A Lombard king suddenly paused on the
full tide of ambition and success, and from a deadly
and formidable enemy of the Pope and of the Roman
interest, became a peaceful monk.

During the year of his last interview with Pope

f Carloman had been preceded in
this course by Hunald, Duke of

son, twenty-five years afterwards,
scandalised Christendom by returning

Aquitaine, who having treacherously
lured his brother Atto from the strong
city of Poitiers, blinded him, and a
few days after shut himself up in a
monastery in the isle of Rhé.—H,
Martin, Histoire de France, ii. p. 8301.
Hunald, however, on the death of his

to the world, and resuming not only
his dominions, but his wife also.—
Muratori, Ann, d'Italia, sub ann. 747,
8 Vit. Zacharize. Chronic. Moissiace
apud Pertz, i, 292.
h Pauli i, Epist. ad Pepin, Regem.
—Muratori, R. L Serip, iil, 11, 116,
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Zacharias had died Liutprand, the ablest and mightiest
Dastnof  of the Lombard kings. Notwithstanding his
utprand, . . .
a3 pious deference for the Pope, his munifi-
cent ceclesiastical foundations in all parts of his domi.
nions, the papal biographer attributes his death to the
prayers of the Pope and the direct intervention of St.
Peter! The burthen of ingratitude need not be laid on
the Pope on account of the mature death of a sove-
reign who had reigned for thirty years. Dur-

4D 713-743. , . . .
ing a dangerous illness of Liutprand, nine

(=]

years before, his nephew Ilildebrand had been asso-
ciated with him in the kingdom. After seven months
of his sole dominion Hildebrand was deposed by the
unanimous suffrage of the nation, and Rachis, Duke of
Friuli, was raised to the throne. The first act of
Rachis was to confirm the peace of twenty years with
the Pope. The truce with the exarchate expired in the
fifth year of his reign. DBut suddenly, incensed by

ap.149. Somo unknown cause of offence, or in a fit of

Rachls. - ambition, Rachis appeared in arms, broke into
the exarchate, and invested Perugia. The indefatigable
Pope delayed not his interference. Again he was his
own ambassador, and appeared in the camp of the
Lombard king*x But he was not content with com-
pelling King Rachis to break wp the siege; he pressed
him so strongly with his saintly arguments, perhaps
with the holy example of Carloman, that in a few days

Rachis »  the kmg stood before the gates of Rome with

monk.  his®wife and daughter, having abdicated his
throne, an humble suppliant for admlssmn into the

Anastasius in Zacharia. regi plurimis muneribus, atque . .
® Chronic. Salernit. i. 1; apud |deprecans,” See also accountf cue
Murators, 1. 2, “Impensis eidem version of King Rachis.
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cloister. He too retired to Monte Casino, which thus
boasted >f two royal recluses, Ilis wife and
daughter entered the nengthouritrg convent of
Piombaruola. Carloman will appear again, somewhat
unexpectedly, on the sceno of political life.

The last act in the eventful pontificate of Zacharias
was the most pregnant with important results
to Latin Christendom, the transference of the
crown of France from the Merovingian line to the
father of Charlemagne, with the sanction, it pom, king
has been asserted, under the direct authority, o ¥rne
of the Pope. To the Church and to Western Europe
it is difficult to estimate all the consequences of the
elevation of the Carlovingian dynasty.

The Pope has been accused of assuming an unwar-
ranted power in virtually, as it were, by his sanction of
Pepin’s coronation, absolving the subjccts of Childeric
from their allegiance; of want of stern principle in
countenancing the violation of the great law of here-
ditary succession, and the rebellious ambition of the
Mayor of the Palace, who thus degraded his lawful
sovereign and usurped his throne. This is to confound
the laws and usages of different ages. Ilereditary suc-
cession among the Teutonic races had not yet attained
that sanctity in which, in later times, it has been in-
vested by supposed rcligious authority, and by the
rational persuasion of its inestimable advantage. In
theory it was admitted in tho Roman empire; but tho
perpetual change of dynasty at Constantinople was not
calculated to confirm the gencral reverence for its in-
violability. Among the Lombards, as in most of the
Gothic kingdoms, the noblos claimed and constantly
exegcised the privilege of throwing off the yoke of an
unworthy prince, and advancing a more warlike or able

A.D. 749.

A.D. 751,
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chieftain, usnally of the royal race, to the throne. The
degradation of the successor to Liutprand, the accession
of Rachis, were yet fresh in the memory of man. The
Teutonic sovereign was still in theory the leader of an
army; when he ceased to exercise his pumary functions
he had almost abdicated his state. It is difficult to con-
ceive how such a shadow of a monarch had been so
long permitted to rule over an enterprising and tur-
bulent nation like the Franks. He was more like the
Lama of an old, deccrepit, Asiatic theocracy than the
head of a young and conquering pcople. He sat on a
throne with long hair and a flowing beard (these were
the signs of royalty, worn indiscriminately whether he
was young or old), he received ambassadors, and gave
the answers put into his mouth: he had no domain but
one small city, whose revenues hardly maintained his
scanty retinue. In the spring alone, at the opening of
the Champ de Mars, the idol was drawn forth from his
sanctuary and offered to the sight of the people. He
was slowly conveyed in a car drawn by oxen through
the ranks of his wondering subjects, and was then con-
signed again to his secluded state.™ For two or threo
generations the effete Mcrovingian race had acquiesced
in this despicable inactivity, and made no effort to break
forth from the ignominious pomp in which they slum-
bered away their lives.

There are no details of this signal revolution.,® Pepin
sent two ecclesiastics, Burchard, Bishop of Wurtz-
burg, and Fulrad his chaplain, to consult the Pope, but

m «(Crine profuso, barb submiss | hard may perhaps have exaggerated

. quocunque eundum erat, car- | the absolute and ostentatious insige

pento ibat, bubulis rustico more agente | nificance of the dethroned Mero-
trahebatur.”—Eginhard, ¢. 1. Com- | viagian, .

pare Michclet, Hist. de France. Egin-| ® Eginhard, Ann. sub ann, 750 751
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it appears not whether to relieve his conscience or as
to a judge of recognised authority. A less de-
cided pontiff than Zacharias might think the
nation justified in its weariness of that hypocrisy which
assigned to a secluded, imbecile pageant the name and
ensigns of royalty, while its power was possessed by his
Mayor of the Palace. It was time to put an end to this
poor comedy of monarchy. Even if he took a higher
view of his own power, there was full precedent in that
which had long been the code of hierarchical privilege,
the Old Testament, for the interference of the Priest,
of God’s representative on earth, in the deposition of
unworthy kings, in the elevation of new dynasties.® It
was indeed to usurp authority over a foreign kingdom,
but what kingdom was forcign to the head of Christen-
dom? The retircment of the deposed Childeric into a
monastery made but little chango in his life; he was
spared the fatigue and mockery of a public g,

exhibition. The election of Pepin at Soissons 42 %%

was conducted according to the old usage of the Franks,
the acclamation and clash of arms of the nobles and

AD. 151,

of the people, the elevation

on the buckler; but it had

© “Et Zacharias Papa mandavit
Pepino, ut melius esset illum regem
vocari, qui potestatem haberet, quam
illam, qui sine regali potestate mane-
bat, ut non conturbaretur ordo.”—
Annal. Franc. apud Duchesne, Com-
pare the Gesta Francorum, where it
is more fully stated (Bouquet, p. 38).
This passage is quoted in Lehuerou
(Histoire des Institutions Carolingiens,
p. 99): “Gens Merovingorum, de
qui Franci reges sibi creare soliti
eraAt, ugque in Hildericum regem, qui

jussu Stephani, Romani Pontificis,

depositus ac detonsus atque in monas-
terium trusus est, durfisse putatur,
Quae licet in illo finita possit videri,
tamen jamdudum nullius vigoris erat,
nec quicquam in se clarum prater
inane regis vocabujum prafercbat,
nam et opes et potentia regni penes
palatii prafectos, qui majores domus
dicebantur et ad quos summa imperii
pertinebat, tencbantur . . . Quihonor
non aliis a populo dari consueverat
quam qui his et claritate generis et
opum amplitudine ceteris eminebant.”
—LEginhard, Vit. Kar., iii, 1.
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now a new religious character, which marked the grow-
ing power of the clergy. The bishops stood around the
throne, as of equal rank with the armed nobles. The
Jewish ccremony of anointing was first introduced to
sanctify a king perhaps of still somewhat doubtful title.
The holy oil was poured on his head by the saintly
archbishop of MentzP Two years after, on the visit of
Pope Stephen, this ceremony was renewed by the
august head of Christendom. King Childeric was shaven
and dismissed into a monastery, the retrcat or the
prison of all weary or troublesome princes.?

Little foresaw Pepin, little foresaw Zacharias, or his
successor Stephen, the cffects of the precedent which
they were furnishing in the contemptuous dismissal of
the poor foolish Childeric from the throne of his ances-
tors, and tho sanction of the Pope to this it might scem
almost insignificant act: that successors of Zacharias
would assert that the kings of France, or rather the
emperors, the successors of Charlemagne, held their
crown only by the authority of the Pope ; that the Popo
might transfer that allegiance, to which the only title
was the papal sanction, to a more loyal son of the
Charch.

In every respeet, whether he contemplated the remote
or the immediate interests of the Church or of Chris-

? Clovis had also Leen anointed by
S. Remi: ¢ Elegi baptizari . . . et
per ejusdem sacri chrismatis unctionem
ordinato in regem . . . statuwo.” If
he fails in his engagements ¢ fiant
dies ejus pauci, et principatum ejus
accipiat nlter.””—Testament. S. Remig,
ap., Flodoard. On the sacred cha-
racter conferred by the holy unction,
gee Adlocutio duorum Episcoporum
eocles. S. Medard, A.p. 806.—Bouquet.

According to the bishops, it gave the
same right as that divinely bestowed
on the kings of Israel. * Ainsi, par
une reciprocité ordinaire dans les
affaires humaines, le sacre, en donnant
un titre, a impos¢ une sujétion; et do
cette équivoque naitra un jour le plus
grand probldme du moyen fige, la
guerre du sacerdoce et de I'empire.”’—
Lehuerou, p. 330. o °
9 Usinhard, loc. cit.
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tianity, the Pope might hail with unmitigated satisfac-
tion and hope the accession of Tepin. The whole race,
since the alliance with Charles Martel, had been devoted
to the Church and to the see of Rome. The prescient
sagacity of Zacharias might discern in Astolph, the new
Lking of the Lombards, that he inherited all the ambition
without the strong religious feeling of his predecessors.
Rome might speedily need a powerful Transalpine pro-
teetor.

Nor could the Pope be blind to the pride, the ambi-
tion, the dnty of establishing his own jurisdiction on a
firmer basis beyond the Alps. In the German part of
the Frankish kingdom, and in Germany itself, had now
arisen a new clergy; if more devoted to the Pope,
unquestionably of far higher Christian character than
the degencrate hicrarchy of France. They began as
the humblest yet most enterprising missionaries, daily
perilling their lives for the faith, and bringing gradually
tribes of Barbarians within the pale of Christendom ;
they had become prelates of large sces, abbots of
flourishing monasteries. But all this aggression on
paganism, all these conquests of Christianity and civil-
isation in the forests and morasses of Germany, had
been made by men commissioned by Rome, and in strict
subservicncy to her discipline. Not even the jarring
discrepancy between what Boniface and his followers
saw and heard of the lives of Christian prelates in Rome,
the venality of the public proceedings, and all which
was strange to his lofty idcal of the faith, could in the
least shake their conscientious devotion to the See of
St. Peter.

To judge from the reports of these holy men, the
manarghy itself was not more utterly effetc and depraved
than the old established clergy of France, which had
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boasted, in the century before, a hicrarchy of saints
\With due allowance for the rigidly monastic and celi-
bate notions of Boniface and his disciples, which would
induce them to condemn the marriage of the clergy as
sternly as the looscst concubinage, there can be no
doubt that the Frankish clergy were in general sunk
low in character as in estimation.® Boniface, well in-
formed, doubtless, of what he might expect to find,
demands authority of the Pope to punish by summary
degradation the incredible profligacy, especially of the
lower ecclesiastics ; as well as to interdict the unchris-
tian occupations of the soldier-bishops, who indulged
all the license of the camp—drunkenness, gambling,
and quarrelling; and all the ferocity of the ficld of
battle, even bloodshed, whether that of Pagans or
Christians.®

All the energy at least, the high principle, the pure
morality, all the Christianity of the time, might scem
centred in these missionarics and in their followers; and
this clergy at once so much more papal, and of so much

* Archbishop Boniface, it is said,
Archbishop of Mentz by papal autho-
rity (missus S, Petri), was set by
Charles Martel over a synod, of which
the object was to restore the law of
God and the religion of the Church,
which had gone to ruin under former
kings, ¢ que in diebus practeritorum
principum corruit.”—Epist, Boniface,
Elendorf, die Karolinger, i. p. 83.
Carloman and hi¥ brother Pepin had
followed the example of their father
Charles Martel in supporting with all
their power these better Christian
ecclesiastics ; they not only befriended
them in their conversion of the Pagans,
but in the corre:tion of their own

clergy.

¢ Bonifac, Epist., with the permis-
sion to hold the Synod, and the reply
of Pope Zacharias.—Labbe, Concil.,
p. 1495, He speaks of those who
“in diaconatu concubinas quatuor vel
quinque vel plures noctu in lectulo
habentes,”” nevertheless dared to per-
form their sacred offices, and were
promoted to the priesthood, even to
cpiscopacy. He pioceeds: “ Lt in-
veniantur quidam inter eos episcopi.
qui licet dicunt se fornicarios vel
adulterios non esse, sunt tamen ebriosi,
et injuriosi, vel pugnatoies; et qui
pugnant in exercitu armati, et effun-
dunt propria manu sanguinem homi-
pum sive infidelium, sives Chftse
tianorum.”
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higher character, was that of the new Carlovingian
kingdom, a kingdom of Germany* rather than of Gaul.
This clergy, the ancestors of Pepin, and Pepin himself,
had always treated with the utmost respect and defer-
ence." Boniface, in truth, as Papal Lecgate, or under
the authority of Pepin, had early assumed the power of
a primate of Gaul, consccrated threce archbishops, of
Rouen, and Sens, and Rheims. The last see was occu-
pied by a soldier-prclate, named Milo, archbishop at
once of Rheims and of Treves, who resisted for ten years
all attempts to dispossess him; at the end of that time
he was killed by a wild boar.

King Pepin was himself an Austrasian, the vast estates
of his family lay on the Rhine. The accession of his
house Teutonised more completely, till the division
among the sons of Charlemagne, the whole Frankish
monarchy.

Pope Zacharias did not live to behold the fulfilment
of his great designs. He died in the same year on
which Pepin became king of Irance. The ,, 15,
election fell on a certain presbyter, named b s
Stephen; but the third day after, before his consecra-
tion, he was seized with a fit, and died the following
day. He is not reckoned in the line of popes. March
Another Stephen, chosen immediately on his
death, is usually called the second of that name.

The first act of Stephen’s pontificate was to guard
against the threatened ag«ressxons of the Lombards.
Already had Astolph, a prince as daring but less reli-
gious than Liutprand, entered the Exarchate, and seized
Ravenna. The ambassadors of the Pope were received

bu‘men IL

¢t Compare Guizot, Essai iii. preedicationis socii et adjutores esse
& Popaacharias writes to Boniface : | niterentur ex divina inspiratura,”—
“Quod (Carlomanus et Pepinus) tus | Epist. Bonifac., 144,



16 LATIN CHRISTIANITY. 3ook [V

with courtesy, his gifts with avidity ; a hollow truce for
forty years was agrced on ; but in four months
(the terms of the treaty, and the pretext al-
leged by Astolph for its violation, are equally unknown)
the Lombard was again in arms. In terms
of contumely and menace he demanded the
instant submission of llome, and the payment of a heavy
personal tribute, a poll-tax on each ecitizen. Astolph
now treated the ambassadors of the Pope with scorn.”
A representative of the empire, which still clung to its
barren rights in Italy, John the Silentiary, appeared at
Rome. Ho was sent to Ravenna, to protest against the
Lombard invasion, and to demand the restoration of the
Roman territory to the republic. Astolph dismissed
him with a civil but evasive answer, that he
would send an ambassador to the Emperor.
Stephen wrote to Constantinople, that without an army
to back the imperial demands, all was lost.

Astolph, exasperated, perhaps, at the demand of an
army from the last, which might rcach his ears, in-
flexibly pursued his advantages. IIe approached the
Roman frontier; he approached Rome. Not all the
litanies, not all the solemn processions to the most
revered altars of the city, in which the Pope himself,
with naked feet, boro the cross, and the whole people
followed with ashes on their heads, and with a wild
howl of agony implored the protection of God against
tho blaspheming Lombards, arrested for an instant his
progress. 'The Pope appealed to heaven, Ly tying a
copy of the treaty, violated by Astolph, to the holy

June,

October .

O tober.

* According to Anastasius, Astolph | his diabolicambition. This is a flower
was required to surrender to their| of ecclesiastical rhetoric, yeg showing
rightfu’ w4 all that he had usurped by | the papal abhorrence of the Lombards.
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cross.” Yet, during the sicge of Rome, Astolph was
digging up the bodies of saints, not for insult, but as
the most precious trophies, and carried them off as
tutclar deities to Lombardy.* .

The only succour was beyond the Alps, from Pepin,
the king, by papal sanction, of the Catholic Franks.
Already the Iope had written to bescech the inter-
ferenco of the 'I'ransalpine; and now, as the danger
became more imminent, he determined t0 gypnen
leave his beloved flock, though in a feeble leaves tome.
statc of health, to encounter the perils of a journey over
the Alps, and so to visit the Barbarian monarch in
person.  1Ie set forth amidst the tears and lamentations
of the people. He was accompanied by some
ecclesiastics, by the Frankish Dbishop Radi-
gond, and the Duke Anscharis, already sent by Pepin
to invite him to the court of France. Miracles, now the
ordinary signs of a papal progress, were said to mark
his course.* Instcad of endcavouring to pass without
observation through the Lombard dominions, he boldly
presented himself at the gate of Pavia. Ile was dis-
appointed if he expected Astolph to be overawed by his
presence, as Liutprand and Rachis had been
by that of his saintly predecessor; but he was
safe under the protection of the ambassador of Pepin.

Oct. 14,

Novemoer.

7 « Alligans connestensque adoranda
cruci Dei nostri, pactum illud, quod
nefandus Res Longobardorum dise
rupit.”—aAnastas., in Vit. Steph. II.

s ¢ Ablata multa sanctorum corpora
ex Romanis fimbus, in Papiam . . . .
construxit eorum oracula,”” He founded
a nunnery, in which he placed his own
daughters,—Chronic. Salernit.

s Comp&re, on the other hand, the
curious story in Agnelli. Stephen

VOL. III

wished to plunder on his way the
trensures of the church of Ravenna.
The Ravennese priests® (among them
Leo, afterwards archbishop) designed
to murder him. He escaped, taking
only part of the treasures, Those
who had plotted the death of the Pope
were sent to llome, and remained till
most of them died. Among them,
says the writer, “avus patris me.
fuit,”— Apud Muratori.

Q
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Astolph received him not without courtesy, accepted his
gifts, but paid no regard to his earnest tears and sup-
plications; coldly rcjected his exorbitant demands,—the
immediate restoration of all the Lombard conquests—
but respected his person, and tried only, by repcated
persuasion, to divert him from his journey into France.
Stephen, on leaving Pavia, anticipated any stronger
measures to detain him by a rapid march to the foot of
the Alps. In November he passed the French
frontier, and reached the convent of St. Mau-
rice. There he was met by another ecclesiastic, and
another noble of the highest rank, with orders to conduct
him to the court. At a distance of a hundred miles
from the court appearcd the Prince Charles,
with some chosen nobles. Charles was thus to
be early impressed with reverence for the Papal dignity.
Three miles from the palace of Pontyon,® Pepin came
forth with his wife, his family, and the rest of his feuda-~
tories. As the Pope approached, the king dismounted
from his horse, and prostrated himself on the ground
before him, He then walked by the side of the Pope’s
palfrey. The Pope and the ecclesiastics broke out at
once into hymns of thanksgiving, and so chanting as
they went, reached the royal residence. Stephen lost
no time in adverting to the object of his visit. He
implored the immediate interposition of Pepin to enforce
the restoration of the domain of St. Peter. So relate
the Italians. According to the French chroniclers, the
Pope and his clergy, with ashes on their heads, and sack-
cloth on their bodies, prostrated themselves as suppliants
at the fect of Pepin, and would not rise till he had
promised his aid against the perfidious Lombard. Pepin

Nov. 16.

Jan. 6, 754.

® Pontyon on the Perche, near Vitry-le-brule,
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swore at once to fulfil all the requests of the Pope; but
as the winter rendered military operations impracticable,
invited him to Paris, where he took up his residence in
the abbey of St. Denys. Pepin and lvis two sons were
again anointed by the Pope himself, their sovereignty
thus more profoundly sanctificd in the minds of their
subjects. Stephen would secure the perpetuity of the
dynasty under pain of interdict and excommunication.
The nation was never to presume to choose a king in
future ages, but of the race of Charles Martel.© Irom
fatigne and the severity of the climate, Stephen became
dangerously ill in the monastery of St. Denys, but, after
a hard struggle, recovered his health. His
restoration was esteemed a miracle, wrought
through the prayers of St. Denys, St. Peter, and St.
Paul.

Astolph, in the mean time, did not disdain the storm
which was brooding beyond the Alps. He took an
cxtraordinary measure to avert the danger. He per-
suaded Carloman, the brother of Pepin, who had abdi-
cated his throne, and turned monk, to leave his mo-
nastery, to cross the Alps, and endeavour to break this
close alliance between Pepin and the Pope. No wonder
that the clergy should attribute the influenco of Astolph
over the mind of Carloman to diabolic arts, for Carlo-
man appeared at least, whether seized by an access of
reviving ambition, or incensed at Pepin’s harsh treat-
ment of his family, to enter with the utmoeé zeal into
the cause of tho Lombard. The humble slave of the
Pope Zacharias presented himself in France as the reso-
lute antagonist of Pope Stephen and of the Papal

July.

© «®Tali smnes interdicto et excommaunicationis lege constrinxit, ut nunquam de
alterius lambis :egem in @vo preesumerent eligere.”’—Clausul. de Fippini Eiect,
c 2
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cause.! But the throne of Pepin was too firmly fixed ;
caroman in 1@ turned a deaf and contemptuous ear to hig
Yrance.  Prother’s arguments. The Pope asserted his
nuthority over the renegade monk, who had broken his
vows; and Carloman was imprisoned for life in a cloister
at Vienne ; that life, however, lasted but a few days.

Pope Stephen was anxious to avert the shedding of
blood in the impending war.® Thrice before he collected
his forces, once on his march to Italy, Pepin sent ambas-
sadors to the Lombard king, who were to exhort him to
surrender peaceably the posscssions of the Church and
of the Roman Republic. Pope Stephen tried the per-
suasiveness of religious awe. Astolph rejected the me-
nacing and more quiet overtures with scorn, and fell on
an advanced post of the Franks, which occu-
pied one of the passes of the Alps, about to be
entered by the army. He was routed by those few
troops, and took refuge in Pavia. The King of the
Franks and Pope Stephen advanced to the
walls of the city; and Astolph was glad to
purchase an ignominious peace, by pledging himself,
on oath, to restore the territory of Rome.f

Pepin had no sooner retired beyond tho Alps with his
hostages, than Astolph began to find causes to delay the

Pepin in
Italy.

Sept.—Oct.

d According to Anastasius, ¢ vehe-
mentius decertabat, sancte Dei ecclesize
causam subvertere.” It is impossible
to conceive hqw Astolph could per-
wuade him to engage in this strange
and perilous mission, and the argu-
ments urged by Carloman on his bro-
ther are still more strange, Eginhard
ugserts that he came ¢ jussu abbatis
sui quia nec ille abbatis sui jussa con-
vempnere, nec abbas ille preeceptis Regis
tongobardorum, qui ei et hoc imperavit,

audebat resistere,” Sub ann. 753,

® ¢« QObtestatur per omnia divina
mysteria et futuri examinis diem ut
pacifice sine ulld sanguinis effusione
propria sancta dei ccclesia: et reipublice
Romanorum reddat jura,”—Vit. Steph.

f The Pope attributed the easy
victory of the Franks, not to their
valour, but to St. Pefer. ¢ Per
manum beati Petri Dominus omuni-
potens victoriam vobis largiwi dighatus
est.”’~—Steph, Epist. ad Pepin. p, 1¢32,
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covenanted surrender. After a certain time he marched
with his whole forces upon Rome, to which Pope Stephen
had then returned, wasted the surrounding November
country, encamped before the Salarian Gate, )
and demanded the surrender of the Pope.! The plunder,
if the Papal historian is to be believed, which 0.
he chiefly coveted, was the dead bodies of the siege of
saints. These he dug up and carried away. ™™
He demanded that the Romans should give up the Pope
into his hands, and on these terms only would he spare
the city. Astolph declared he would not leave the
Pope a foot of land.®

Stephen sent messengers in all haste by sea, for every
way by land was closed to his faithful ally. His first
letter reminded King Yepin how stern an ex- Pope Ste-

. hen's first
actor of promises was St. Peter; “that the lewcr.
king hazarded cternal condemnation if he did not com-
plete the donation which he had vowed to St. Peter, and
St. Peter had promised to him eternal life.  If the king
was not faithful to his word, the apostle had his hand-
writing to the grant, which he would produce against
him in the day of judgement.”

A sccond letter followed, more pathetic, more per-
suasive. “ Astolph was at the gates of Rome;
he threatened, if they did not yield up the
Pope, to put the whole city to the sword. He had
burned all the villas and the suburbs;! he had not
spared the churches; the very altars were plundered
and defiled ; nuns violated; infants torn from their

Second letter,

8 Stephan. Epist. Gretser, 261.— | norum reddere.”—Steph. Epist. In
¢ Aperite mihi portam Salaiam ut | the utmost distress, the very stones,
ingrediar civitatem, et tradite mihi| the Pope says, might have wept at
pontificem vestrum.” his grief and peril.—Epist. ad Pepiu.

o A Necunius palmi terrx spatium | Reg.

B. Petro . . . vel reipublice Roma-| ! Epist. ii, ad Pepin, Reg,
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mother’s breasts; the mothers polluted ;—-all the horrors

ou— Of war were ready to break on the devoted

=785 city, which had endured a siege of fifty-five
days. He conjured him, by God and his holy mother,
by the angels of heaven, by the apostles St. Peter and
St. Paul, and by the Last Day.” 'This second letter was
sent by the hands of the Abbot Warnerius, who had put
on his breast-plate, and night and day kept watch for
the city. (This is the first examplo of a warlike abbot.)
With him were George, a bishop, and Count Tomaric.
Stephen summed up the certain reward which Pepin
might expect if he hastened to the rescuc—* Victory
over all the Barbarian nations, and eternal life.”

But the Franks were distant, or were tardy; the
danger of the Pope and the Roman people more and
more imminent. Stephen was wrought to an agony of
fear, and in this state took the daring—to our calmer
Third from religious sentiment, impious step—of writing
himself. a letter, as from St, Peter himself, to hasten
the lingering succour :—*“I, Peter the Apostle, protest,
admonish, and conjure you, the Most Christian Kings,
Pepin, Charles, and Carloman, with all the hicrarchy,
bLishops, abbots, priests, and all monks; all judges,
dukes, counts, and the whole people of the Franks.
The Mother of God likewise adjurcs you, and admo-
nishes and commands you, she as well as the thrones
and dominions, and all the host of heaven, to save the
beloved city of Rome from the detested Lombards. If
ye hasten, I, Peter the Apostle, promise you my protec-
tion in this life and in the next, will prepare for you the
most glorious mansions in heaven, and will bestow on
you the everlasting joys of paradise. Make common
cause with my people of Rome, and I will gran{ what-
ever ye may pray for. I conjure you not to yield up
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this city to be lacerated and tormented by the Lom-
bards, lest your own souls be lacerated and tormented
in hell, with the devil and his pestilential angels. Of
all nations under heaven, the Franks gre highest in the
csteem of St. Peter; to me you owe all your victories.
Obey, and obey specdily, and, by my sufirage, our Lord
Jesus Christ will give you in this life length of days,
security, victory ; in the life to come, will multiply his
blessings upon you, among his saints and angels.”

A vain but natural curiosity would imagine the effect
of this letter at the court of Pepin.  Were there among
his clergy or among his warrior nobles those who really
thought they heard the voice of the apostle, and felt
that their eternal doom depended on their instant obe-
dience to this appeal? How far was Pepin himself
governed by policy or by religious awe? How much
was art, how much implicit faith wrought up to its
highest pitch by terror, in the mind of the Pope, when
the Pope ventured on this awful assumption of the person
of the apostle? That he should hazard such a step,
having had personal intercourse with Pepin, his clergy,
and his nobles, shows the measure which he had taken
of the power with which religion possessed their souls.
He had fathomed the depths of their Christianity; and
whether hoe himself partook in the same, to us extra-
vagant, notions, or used them as lawful instruments to

k Qretser, pp. 17-23, Mansi, sub
ann. A.D. 755. Fleury observes of
this letter: ¢ Au reste, elle est pleine
d’équivoques, comme les précédentes,
L’Eglise y signifie nou 'assemblée des
fiddles, mais les biens temporels con-
sacrés d Dieu: le troupeau de Jesus
Christ sont les corps et non pas les
Amé&: les promesses temporelles de
Pancienne loi sont méldes avee les spi-

ritueHes de PEvangile, et les motifs
plus saints de la rqligion employes
pour une affaire d'etat.”—Liv. xlvii.
c. 17. After all, the ground of quarrei
was for the exarchate, mot for the
estates of the Church, If the Pope
had allowed the Lombards to occupy
the exarchate, they would have been
loyal allies of the Pope,
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terrify the Barbarians into the protection of the holy see
and the advancement of her dominion, he might consider
all means justified for such high purposes. If it had
been likely to startle men, by this overwrought demand
on their credulity, into reasoning on such subjects, it
would have hindered rather than promoted his great
end.

Not the least remarkable point of all is, that Chris-
tianity has now assumed the complete power, not only
of the life to come, but of the present life, with all its
temporal advantages. It now leagues itself with Barba-
rians, not to soften, to civilise, to imbue with devotion,
to lead to Christian worship; but to give victory in all
their ruthless wars, to confer the blessings of heaven on
their schemes of ambition and conquest.  The one title
to eternal life is obedience to the Church—the Church
no longer the community of pious and holy Christians,
but the sec, almost the city, of Rome. The supreme
obligation of man is the protection and enlargement of
her domain. By zeal in this cause, without any other
moral or religious qualification, the most brutal and
bloody soldier is a saint in heaven. St. Peter is become
almost God, the giver of victory, the dispenser of cternat
lfe. The time is approaching when war against infidels
or enemies of the Pope will be among the most merito-
rious acts of a Christian.

The Franks had alarmed the Pope by the tardiness
of their succour ; but, their host once assembled and on
its march, their rapid movements surprised Astolph.

pepintn  Scarcely could he return to Pavia, when he
Ty, was found himself besieged in his capital. The
vield.  Tombard forces seem to have been altogether
unequal to resist the Franks, Astolph yielded at once
to the demands of Pepin, and actually abandonéd the
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whole contested territory. Ambassadors from the East
were present at the conclusion of the treaty, and de-
manded the restitution of Ravenna and its territory te
the Byzantine Empire. Pepin declared that his sole
object in the war was to show his vencration for St.
Pcter; and he bestowed, as it seems, by the right of
conquest, the whole upon the Pope.

The representatives of the Pope, who however always
speak of the republic of Rome, passed through the land,
receiving the homage of the authoritics and the keys of
the cities. The district comprehended Ravenna, Rimini,
Pesaro, Ifano, Cescna, Sinigaglia, Iesi, Forlimpopoli,
Forli with the Castle Sussibio, Montefeltro, Acerra,
Monte di Lucano, Serra, San Marino, Bobbio, Urbino,
Cagli, Luciolo, Gubbio, Comachio, and Narni which was
severed from the dukedom of Spoleto.™

Thus the successor, as he was declared, of the fisher-
man of the Galilean lake, the apostle of Him whoso
kingdom was not of this world, became a temporal
sovereign. By the gift of a foreign potentate, this
large part of Ttaly became the kingdom of the Bishop
of Rome.

King Astolph did not long survive this humiliation ;
he was accidentally killed when hunting. The
adherents of the Pope beheld the hand of God
in his death; they heap on him every appellation of
scorn and hatred; the Pope has no doubt of his damna-

A.D, 756.

)

= It is not quite clear how Stephen
~imself eluded the claims of the Greek
Limperor—probably by the Emperor’s
heresy. In Stephen’s letter of thanks
for his dcliverance to the King of the
Franlss, be desires to know what
answer had been given to the Silen-

tiary, commissioned to assert the rights
of his master, He reminds Pepin that
he must protect the Catholic Church
against pestilent wickedness (malitia),
(no doubt the iconoclastic opinions of
the Emperor), and keep her property
secuce (omnia proprietatis suse).
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tion.” The Lombards of Tuscany favoured the preten-
pesiterms Sions of their Duke Desiderius to the throne.
ingofy. In the north of Italy, Rachis, the brother of
av.756.  Astolph, who had retired to a monastery, ap-
peared at the head of a powerful faction, and reclaimed
the throne. Desiderius endcavoured to secure tho in-
fluence of the pope. Stephen extorted, as the price of
his interference, Faenza, Imola, with some other castles,
and the whole duchy of Ferrara.” Stephen no doubt
felt a holy horror of the return of a monk to worldly
cares, even those of a crown. This would be rank apos-
tasy with bim who was thus sccularising the papacy
itself.

During the later years of Stephen’s pontificate, o
strong faction had designated his brother Paul as suc-

ap . cessor to the sec. Another party, opposed

Aprit28.  perhaps to this family transmission of the pa-
pacy, which was thus assimilating itself more and more
to a temporal sovercignty, sct up the claims of the Arch-
deacon Theophylact. On the vacancy the partisans of
Paut 1. Pope Paul prevailed. The brother of Stephen was
"7 raised to the throne of St.Peter. Paul has
the fame of a mild and peace-loving prelate. He loved
to wander at night among the hovels of the poor, and to
visit the prisons, relieving misery and occasionally re-
leasing the captives from their bondage. Yet is Paul
not less involved in the ambitious designs of the ad-
vancing papacy. His first act is to announce his election
to the King of the Franks, who had now the title, pro-
bably bestowed by Stephen, of Patrician of Rome. His
letter does not allude to any further ratification of his

» “Divino ictu percussus est etinin-| © Perhaps also Osimo, Ancona, and
ferni voraginem demersus.’'—Epist. ad | he even demazded Bolegna,®
Pepin. vi.; Gretser, 60 ; Mansi,subann.
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election, made by the free choice of the clergy and
people of Rome ; there is no recognition whatever of
supremacy.

Desiderius, till he had secured his throne in Lom-
bardy, remained on terms of amity with the Pope; but
the old irreconcileable hostility broke out again soon
after the accession of Paul.

Among the causes of the weakness of the Lombard
kingdom, and the easy triumph of the Franks, was the
disunion of the nation. The Dukes of Spoleto and
Benevento renounced their allegiance to the King of
Pavia, and declared their fealty to the King of the
Franks. The chastisement of their revolt gave Desi-
derius a pretext for war. e marched, ravaging as he
went with fire and sword, through the cities of the ex-
archate, surprised and imprisoned the Duke of Spoleto,
forced the Duke of Benevento to take refuge in Otranto,
and set up another duke in his place. He then pro-
cecded to Naples, still occupied by the Greeks, and
endeavoured to negotiate a dangerous alliance with the
Eastern cmperor? On his return he passed through
Rome; and when the Pope demanded the surrender of
the stipulated cities—Imola, Osimo, Ancona, and Bo-
logna—Desiderius cluded the demand by requiring the
previous restitution of the Lombard hostages carried
by Pepin into France; but dreading perhaps a ncw
Frankish invasion, Desiderius gradually submitted to
the fulfilment of the treaty. Disputes arose concerning
certain patrimony of the Church in some of the Lom-
bard cities, but even these were amicably adjusted.
The adulation of Paul to the King of the Franks passes
bounds. He is another Moses ; as Moses rescued Israel

P Gretser, p. 81; Mansi, sub ann. 758.
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from the bondage of Egypt, so Pepin the Catholie
Church ; as Moses confounded idolatry, so Pepin heresy.
The rapturous expressions of the Psalms about the Mes-
siah are scarcely too fervent to be applied to Pepin.
All his acts are under divine inspiration.? The only
apprehensions of Paul seemed to be on the side of the
Greeks. On onc occasion ho writes that six Byzantine
ships menaced a descent on Rome; on another he
dreads an attack by sca on Ravenna. Ile entreats the
King of the Franks to urge Desiderius to make common
causc against the enemy; but he represents the hostility
of the Greeks as arising not from their desire to recover
their rights in Italy, but solely from the im-
pious design of destroying the images, of sub~
verting the Catholic faith and the traditions of the holy
fathers. They are odious iconoclastic heretics, not the
Tmperial armies warring to regain their lost dominions
in Italy. The Greeks have now succeeded to the appel-
lation of “the most wicked,” a term hitherto appropri-
ated to the Lombards; but hereafter the epithet of all
those who resisted the temporal or spiritual intercst of
the Papal Sec.”

Such was the singular position of LRome and of the
Roman territory. In theory they were still part of

The Greek
cmpire.

9 Gretser, Epist. xvi. ¢ Novus
quippe Moses, novusque David in
omnibus operibus suis effectus est
Christianissimug et a Deo protectus
filius et spiritalis compater Dominus
Pepinus.” —Epist. xxii. Thou, after
God, amit our defender and aider; if
all the hairs of our head were tongues,
we could not give you thanks equal to
your deserts.—Epist. xxxvi, Through-
out it is St. Peter who has anointed
Pepin king ; St. Peter who is the

giver of all Pepin's victories over the
Barbarians; St. Peter whom he pro-
tects ; St. Peter whose gratitude he
has a right to command ; and St. Peter
is all powerful in heaven.

r “Non ob aliud nefundissimi nos
persequuntur  Greeei, nisi  propter
sanctam et orthodoxam fidem, et venes
randorum patrum piam traditionem,
quam cupiunt destruere et conculcare,’
—LEpist. ad Pepin, ¢
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the Roman Iimpire, of which the Greek emperor, had
ne been orthodox, would have been the acknowledged
sovereign ;® but his iconoclasm released the members of
the true church from their allegiance :- he was virtually
or actually under excommunication. In the mean time
the right of conquest, and the indefinite title of Patrician,
assigned by the Pope, acting in behalf and with the
consent of the Roman republic, to Pepin—a title which
might be merely honorary, or might justify any autho-
rity which he might have power to excreise—gave a
kind of supremacy to the King of the Iranks in IRome
and her domain. The Pope, tacitly at least, admitted
as the representative of the Roman people, awarded this
title to Pepin, which gave him a right to demand pro-
tection, while himself, by the donation of Pepin, pos-
sessed the actual property and the real power. In the
Exarchate he ruled by the direct grant of Pepin, who
had conquered this territory from the Lombards, they
having previously dispossessed the Greeks. Popes of
this time kept up the pious fiction that the donations
even of sovereigns, though extending to cities and pro-
vinces, were given for holy uses, the keeping up the
lights in the churches, and the maintenance of the poor.*
But who was to demand account of the uses to which
these revenucs were applied ? The Pope took possession
as lord and master; he received the homage of the
authorities and the keys of the cities. The local or
municipal institutions remained ; but the revenue, which
had beforo been received by the Dyzantine crown, be-

* The Greeks still retained Naples | perum, egenorum, vel peregrinorum
and the South of Italy. nthilominus relevetar, et al veram
t «“Unde pro animx vestre salute | satuntatem perveniant,”’—Steph. 1L
indeikssa luminarium concinnatio Dei | ad Pepin. Epist.
ecclesiis permaneat, ct esuries pau-
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came the revenue of the Church: of that revenue tho
Pope was the guardian, distributor, possessor.

The pontificate of Paul, on the whole, was a period of
peace. If Desiderius, after his first cxpedition against
the rebel Duke of Spoleto, did not maintain strictly
amicable relations with the Papal See, he abstained from
hostility.

But, as heretofore, the loftier the papal dignity and
papacyscizea the greater the wealth and power of the Pope,
byTot. the more it became an object of unhallowed
ambition. On the dcath of Paul, that which two cen-
turies later reduced the Papacy to the lowest state of
degradation, the violent nomination of the Pope by the
petty barons and armecd nobles of the neighbouring
districts, was prematurcly attempted. Toto, the Duke
of Nepi, suddenly, before Paul had actually
cxpired, entered the city with his three bro-
thers and a strong armed force. As socn as Paul was
dead, they seized a bishop and compelled him to ordain
Constantine, one of the brothers, yet a layman. They
then took possession of the Lateran palace, and after a
hasty form of election, forced the same bishop, George
of Palestrina, with two others, Eustratius of Alba and
Gonstantine Citouatu“s o'f ‘ Porto, to conse_crate Cousta.ntine
Juys,ver, 88 Pope. The usurper retained possession of
Aog.1,703. the see for more than a year, ordained and
discharged all the officcs of a pontiff, a period reckoned
as a vacancy in the papal annals. At the end of that
time two distinguished Romans, Christopher the Primi-
cerius and Sergius his son, made their escape to the
court of Pavia, to entreat the intervention of Desiderius.
They obtained the aid of some Lombards, chiefly from

Jan, 28, 767.

* Vit, Stephan, 11,
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the duchy of Spoleto, and appeared in arms in the city.
Toto at first made a valiant defence, kat was
betrayed by his own followers and slain.
Constantine, the false Pope, with his- Lrother and a
bishop named Theodorus, endeavoured to conceal them-
sclves, but were seized by their cnemies.

During the tumult part of the successful insurgents
hastily elected a certain Philip, and installed him in the
Lateran palace. The stronger party assembled ., 5.

a more legitimate body of elcctors, the chief T
of the clergy, of the army, and of the people. The
unanimous choice fell on Stephen IIL, who ,, se.
had been employed in high offices by Paul.* §icphen UL
The scenes which followed in the city of the Bome
head of Christendom must not be concealed.Y The
casy victory was terribly avenged ou Constantine and
his adherents. The Bishop Theodorus was the chief
object of animosity. They put out his eyes, cut off his
tongue, and shut him up in the dungeon of a monastery,
where he was left to die of hunger and of thirst, vainly
imploring a drop of water in his agony. They put out
the eyes of Passianus, the brother of the usurping Pope,
and shut him up in a monastery: they plundered and
confiscated all their possessions. The usurper was led
through the city riding on a horse with a woman’s
saddle, with heavy weights to his feet; then brought
out, solemnly deposed (for he was yet Pope elect)* and
thrust into the monastery of Centumcelle. Iwven there
he was not allowed to repent in peace of his ambition.
A party of his enemies first seized a tribune of his fac-

July 29.

% 1le is called Vice Dominus. 7 Anastas,, Vit, Stephan. I L.
v * * Duro adhuc electus extitisset."—Vit, Steph. I1I.
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tion, named Gracilis, put out hLis eyes, surprised the
convent, treated the Pope in the same inhumar.
manner, and left him blind and bleeding in the
street. These atrocities were not confined to the ad-
herents of Constantine. A presbyter named Waldipert
had taken a great part in the revolution, had ac-
companied Christopher, the leader of the deliverers, to
Rome, but he had been guilty of the hasty clection of
Philip to the papacy. He was accuscd of a conspiracy
to betray the city to the Duke of Spoleto. He fled to
the church of the Virgin ad Martyres. Though he
clung to and clasped the sacred image, he was dragged
out, and plunged into one of the most noisome dungeons
in the city. After a fow days he was brought forth, his
eyes put out, his tongue cut in so barbarous a manner
that he dicd. Some of these might be the acts of a
fierce, ungovernable, excited populace; but the clergy,
in their collective and deliberate capacity, cannot be
acquitted of as savage inhumanity.

The first act of Stephen was to communicate his
election to the Patrician, the King of the Franks.
Pepin had expired before the arrival of the am-
bassadors.  His sons sent a deputation of
twelve bishops to Rome. The Pope summoned the
bishops of Tuscany, of Campania, and other parts of
Italy, and with the Frankish bishops formed a regular
Council in the Lateran. The usurper Constantine was
brought in, blind and broken in spirit, to answer for his
offences. He expressed the deepest contrition,
he grovelled on the earth, ho implored the
mercy of the priestly tribunal. His sentence was de-
ferred. On his next examination he was asked how,
being a layman, he had dared to venture on such an

Aug. 6.

Aug. 1, 768,

April 12,769,
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impious innovation as to be consecrated at once a
bishop. It is dangerous at times to embarrass adver-
saries with a strong argument. He replied that it was
no unprecedented innovation; he alleged the Tunlshment
cases of the Archbishops of Ravcnna and of tine.
Naples, as promoted at once from laymen to the epis-
copate. The indignant clergy rose up, fell upon him,
beat him cruelly with their own hands, and turned him
out of the church.

All the instruments which related to the usurpation
of Constantine werc then burned; Stephen solemnly
inaugurated ; all who had received the communion from
the hands of Constantine professed their profound peni-
tence. A decree was passed interdicting, under the
strongest anathema, all who should aspire to the epis-
copate without having passed through the inferior orders.
All the ordinations of Constantine were de-
clared null and void ; the bishops were thrown
back to their inferior orders, and could only attain the
episcopate after a new clection and consecration. The
laymen who had dared to receive these irregular orders
fared worse: they were to wear the religious habit for
their lives, being incapable of religious functions. This
Lateran Council closed its proceedings by an unanimous
decreo in favour of image-worship, anathematising the
godless Iconoclasts of the East.

These tragic scenes closed not with the extinction of
the faction of Constantine: new victims suffered the
dreadful punislngent of blinding, some also seclusion in
a monastery, the ordinary sentenco of all whose lives
were spared in civil conflict. But the causes of this new
revolution and the conduct of the Pope are contested
and ebscure. All that is undoubted is that the King ot
the Lombards appears as the protector of the Pope;

VOL. TII. D

April 14, 769,
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.

Carloman the Frank, ¢he son of Pepin, threptens his
dethronement.”

Desiderius, the Lombard King, presented himself
before Rome with the avowed object of delivering the
Pope from the tyranny of Christopher the primicerius,
Desitertus, and his son S.ergius. These men Rad been
bardy, A . the leaders, with Lombard aid, in the over-
av.769.  throw of the usurper. Christopher and his
son hastily gathered some troops, and closed the gates
of the city. They were betrayed by Paul (named
Afiarta), the Pope’s chamberlain, seized, blinded: the
elder, Christopher, died of the operation. Desiderius
boasted of this service as equivalent to and annulling
all the papal claims to certain rights in the cities of
Lombardy. Carloman the Frank, on the other hand,
cspoused the causc of these oppressors, as they were
called, of the Pope, who had menaced his life, in con-
junction with Dodo, Carloman’s ambassador. Carloman
threatened to avenge their punishment by marching to
Rome and dethroning the Pope. This strangoe statc-

* The great object of dispute, after| in Sicily or elsewhere? or dues claimed
the surrender of the exarchate, that| at least of all Roman Christians in
which the popes constantly demanded, | Italy? Sismondi’s suggestion, that it
and the Lombard kings endeavoured | means the royal cities, the property
to elude, was the full restitution of | of the crown, which were administered
the “justitiz” claimed by the pope | in France by judges, seems quite in-
within the Lombard kingdom.—Vit. | applicable to the Lombard kingdom
Stephan, IIl. This term, intelligible | (Sismondi, Hist. des Frangais, ii, p.
in the forensic language of the day, is | 281). Manzoni, in a note to his
vow unmeaning, Muratori defines it, | Adelchi, supposes that it was a vague

Allodiale, rendite e diritte, che| term, intended to comprehend all the
«ppartenevano alla chiesa Romana nel | demands of the Church. Yet in the
regno Longobardico.” But what were | epistles of the several popes, the two
these allodial rights, in a kingdom of | Stephens, P'aul, and Hadrian, it seems
which the full sovercignty was in the| to mean something specificaad definite,
Lombards? Were they estates held| To me M:wmatori appears nesrest to
by the Church, as landlords, like those | the truth,
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ment is confirmed by a letter of Stephen himsclf, ad-
dressed to Bertha, the mother of the Frankish kings,
and to Charlemagne.> The biographer of Pope Stephen
gives an opposite version. The hostility of Desiderius
to Christopher and Sergius arose from their zeal in
enforcing the papal demands on the Lombard kings.
He denounces the Lombards as still the encmies of tho
Pope, and accuses Paul, the Pope’s chamberlain, their
ally, of the bascst trcachery.

At all events this transitory connexion between the
Pope and the Lombards soon gave way to the old im-
placable animosity. Whatever might be the claim of
Desiderius on the gratitude of Stephen, the intelligence
of a proposed intimate alliance between his faithful pro-
tectors the Franks, and his irrcconcileable enemies
the Lombards, struck the Pope with amazement and
dismay.

b ¢ Unde (Christophorus et Sergius,
cum Dodone Carlomanni regis misso)
in basilicam domni Theodori papm,
ubi sedebamus, introierunt, sicque ipsi
maligni homines insidiabantur nos
mterficere,”’—Cenni, Monument, i, 267.
Jafl?, p. 201, This letter is by somw

supposed to have been written under
compulsion, when Desiderius was
master of the Pope and of Rome.
Muratori hardly answers this by
showing that it was written after the
execution of Chuistopher and Ser=
| gins,
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CHAPTER XI1IL

Charlemagne on the Throne.

THE jealousies of Carloman and Charles, the sons of
Carlonan Pepin, who had divided his monarchy, were
caries.  for a timo appeased. Bertha, their mother,
seized the opportunity of strengthening and uniting
her divided house by intermarriages with the family
of the Lombard sovereign. Desiderius was equally
desirous of this connexion with the powerful Transalpine
kings. His unmarried son, Adelchis, was affianced to
Gisela,® the sister of Charlemagne; his daughter Her-
mingard proposed as the wife of one of the royal
brothers. Both Carloman and Charles were alrcady
married ; Carloman was attached to his wife Gisbertu,
by whom he had children. The awbition of Charles
was less scrupulous; he at once divorced his wife (an
obscure person, whose name has not been preserved by
history), and wedded the daughter of Desiderius. In
this union the Pope saw the whole policy of his predc-
cessors threatened with destruction: their mighty pro-
tector was become the ally, the brother of their deadly
enemy. Already the splendid donation of Pepin seemed
wrested from his unresisting hands. Who should now
interposc to prevent the Lombards from becoming
masters of the Exarchate, of Rome, of Italy? The
Pope lost all self-command; he gave vent to the full

& Or Desiderata, Gisela became a nun,—Eginh., v, k. 1, xviil.
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bitterness of Roman, of Papal hatred to the Lombards
and to the agony of his terror, in a remon- Letterof
strance so unmeasured in its language, so un- phen.
papal, it might be said unchristian, in its spirit, as
hardly to be equalled in the pontifical diplomacy.
“The devil alone could have suggested such a con-
nexion. 'That the noble, the generous race of the
Ifranks, the most ancient in the world, should ally itself
with the fotid brood of the Lombards, a brood hardly
reckoned human, and who have introduced the leprosy
into the land.® What could be worse than this abomin-
able and detestable contagion? Light could not be
more opposite to darkness, faith to infidelity.” The
Pope docs not take his firm stand on the high moral
and religious ground of the French princes’ actual mar-
riage. He reminds them of the consummate beauty of
the women in their own land; that their father Pepin
had been prevented by the remonstrances of the Popo
from divorcing their mother ; then briefly enjoins them
not to dare to dismiss their present wivesd Again he
urges the evil of contaminating their blood by any
foreign admixture (they had already declined an alli-
ance with the Greck emperor), and then insists on the
absolute impossibility of their maintaining their fidelity
to the papal sce, “that fidelity so solemnly sworn by

b Murator: faintly hints a doubt of
1ts authenticity ; a doubt which he is
too honest to assert.

¢ Manzoni has pointed out with
great sagacity, that in the 170th law
of Rotharis there is a clause pre-
scribing the course to be pursned with
lepers; thus showing that the nation
wag really subject to the disease.
Stephen might thus be expressing a
common notion, that from the Lom-

bards, at least in Italy, ¢ came the
race of the lepers,”” Thus this expres-
sion, instead of throwing suspicion,
as Muratori supposes, on the letter,
confirms its authenticity.— Discorso
Storico, subjoined to the tragedy
¢ Adelchi,’ p. 199,

¢ « Nee vestras quodammodo con-
juges audeatis demittere.” But it is
the guilt of the alliance, not of the
divorce, on which ke dwells,
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their father, so ratified on his death bed, so confirmed
by their own oaths,” if they should thus marry into the
perfidious house of Lombardy. “The enmity of the
Lombards to the. papal see is implacable. Wherefore
St. Peter himself solemnly adjures them, he, the Pope,
the whole clergy, and people of Rome adjure them by
all which is awful and commanding, by the living and
true God, by the tremendous day of judgement, by all
the holy mysteries, and by the most sacred body of St.
Peter, that neither of the brothers presume to wed the
daughter of Desiderius, or to give the lovely Giscla in
wedlock to his son. But if cither (which he cannot
imagine) should act contrary to this adjuration, by the
authority of St. Peter he is under the most terrible
anathema, an alien from the kingdom of God, and con-
demned with the devil and his most wicked ministers
and with all impious men, to be burned in the eternal
fire; but he who shall obey shall be rewarded with
everlasting glory.”

But Pope Stephen spoke to obdurate cars. Already
Charlemagne began to show that, however highly he
might prize the alliance of the hierarchy, he was not its
humble minister. Lofty as were his notions of religion,
he would rarely sacrifice objects of worldly policy.
Sovereign as yet of but onc-half the dominions of his
father Pepin, he had not now by the death of his brother
and the dispossession of his brother’s children consoli-
dated the kingdom of the Franks into one great
monarchy. It was to his advantage, in case of hos-
tilities with his brother (already they had once broken
out), to connect himself with the Lombard kingdom.
He married the daughter of Desiderius; and his own
irregular passions, not the dread of papal censure, ¢lis-
solved, only a year after, the inhibited union,
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The acts and the formal documents of the earlier
Popes rarely betray traces of individual character. The
pontificate of Stephen IIL. was short—about a year and
a half. Yet in him there appears a peculiar passionate
feebleness in his relation to the heads of the different
Roman factions and to the King of the Lombards, no
less than in his invective against the marriage of the
French princes into the race of Desiderius.

IIis successors, Hadrian I. and Leo IIL, not only
occupy the papal throne at one of the great 4D 168773,
epochs of its aggrandisement, but their pon- Hadrian1.
tificates were of much longer duration than usual.
Hadrian entered on the 23rd, Leo on the 21st year of
his papacy, and Hadrian at least, a Roman by birth,
appears admirably fitted to cope with the exigencies of
the times ;—times pregnant with great events, the total
and final disruption of the last links which connected
the Byzantine and Western cmpires, the extinction of
the Lombard Kingdom, the creation of the Empire of
the West.

If the progress of the younger son of Pepin, Charles
the Great, to almost universal empire now occupied the
attention of the West, it was watched by the Pope with
the profoundest interest. If Stephen IIL had trembled
at the matrimonial alliance which he had vainly at-
tempted to prevent, between the King of the Franks
and the daughter of Desiderius, which threatened to
strengthen the closer political relations of those once
hostile powers, his fears were soon allayed by the sudden
disruption of that short-lived connexion. After one
year of wedlock, Charles, apparently without alleging
any cause, divorced Hermingurd, threw back upon her
father lis repudiated daughter, and embittered the
insult by an immediate marriage with Hildegard, a
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German lady of a noble Suabian house.” The careless
indifference with which Charlemagne contracted and
dissolved that solemn bond of matrimony, the sanctity
if not the indisselubility of which the Church had at
least begun to assert with the utmost rigour, shocked
some of his more pious subjects. Adalhard, the Abbot
of Corbey, could not disguise his religious indignation ;
so little was he versed in courtly ways, he would hold
no intercourse with the unlawful wife.! Pope Hadrian
maintained a prudent silence. He was not called upon
officially to take cognisance of the case ; and the divorce
from the Lombard Princess, the severance of those
unhallowed tics with the enemy of the Church against
which his predecessor had so strongly protested, might
reconcile him to a looser interpretation of the law. A
marriage, not merely unblessed but anathematised by
the Church, might be considered at least less binding
than more hallowed nuptials,

Every step which the ambition of Charles made
towards dominion and power, showed, it might be
hoped, a more willing and reverent, as well as a more
formidable defender of the Church. At his great na-
tional assemblies, as in those of his pious father, the
bishops met on equal terms with the nobles, the peace-
ful prelates mingled with the armed counts and dukes
in the councils of Charles the Great.

Charlemagne’s first Saxon war was a war of religion ;
it was undertaken to avenge the destruction of a church,
the massacre of n saintly missionary and his Christian
congregation,

® Eginhard, i. 18. { palutis, ut e, quam vivente 11ld, rex

f Paschas, Radbert., Vit. Adalhard | acceperat, aliquo communicaret servy
Abbatis.—* Nullo negotio beatus senex | tutis obsequio ”’ ¢
persuaden, dum adhuc esset tiro
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Even his more questionable acts had the merit of
estranging him more irrevocably from the Charlemagne
enemics of the Pope. On the death of his Dec 11
brother Carloman, Charles seized the opportunity of
reconsolidating the kingdom of his father Pepin. It
is difficult to decide how far this usurpation offended
against the justice or the usages of the age. The old
Teutonic custom gave to the nobles the right of choosing
their chieftain from the royal race.! A large party of
the Austrasian feudatories, how induced or influenced
we may conjecture rather than assert, deliberately pre-
ferred a mature and able sovercign to the precarious
rulo of helpless and inexpericnced children.  Some,
howoever, of the nobles, more strongly attached to the
right of hereditary succession, more jealous of the rising
power of Charles, or out of gencrous compassion, ad-
hered to the claims of Carloman’s children, who thus
dispossessed, took refuge at the court of the Lombard De-
siderius. The opportunity of revenge was too tempting
for the rival king and the insunlted father; he espoused
their cause; but the alliance with Desiderius put the
fatherless children at once out of the pale of the Papal
sympathy. Desiderius thought he saw his advantage ;
ho appealed to the justice, to the compassion, to the
gratitude of the head of Christendom ; he urged him to
befriend the orphans, to anoint the heirs of the pious
Carloman, and thus to recognise their royal
title, as their papal pr edccessors had anointed
Pepin, Carloman, and Charles.

But Hadrian had too much sagacity not to discern

AD, 772,

& Eginhard may show that this was | sentence of his lif2 of Charlemagne,
a right, claimed at least by the com-| “ Gens . . . de qua Franci veges silé
mon sentiment of the day. Of the| creare s liti erant.”
Merovingians he <aws in the ﬂrlt.l
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the rising power of Charles, and would not be betrayed
by any rashly-gencrous emotions into measures hostile
to his interests. Desiderius resented his steadfast re-
fusal. He heard at the same time of the death of
his faithful partisan in Rome, Paul Afiarta, whom the
Pope had condemned to exile in Constantinople. Paul,
accused of having blinded and killed the secondary
Sergius, before the decease of Pope Stephen, had been
put to death, not, it was declared, with the connivance
of the Pope, before ho could leave Italy.

Desiderius supposed that Charles was fully occupied in
establishing his sovereignty over his brother’s
kingdom, and in the war against the Saxons.
He collected his forces, fell on Sinigaglia, Montefeltro,
Urbino, and Gubbio, and ravaged the whole country of
Romagna with fire and sword. His troops besieged,
stormed, and committed a frightful massacre in Blera,
a town of Tuscany, and alrcady threatencd the Pope in
his capital. Desiderius, at the head of his
army, and accompanied by all his family,
advanced towards Rome to compel an interview declined
resolutely by the Pontiff.

Hadrian relicd not on the awe of his personal pre-
Huran  sence, by which Popes on former occasions
Charlemagne. had subdued the hostility of Lombard kings.
He sent messengers in the utmost haste to solicit, to
entreat immediate succour from Charles, but he himself
neglected no means for the defence of Rome. Hadrian

King Desl-
derius,

AD. 773,

(a new office for a Pope)

superintended the military

b The death of Paul Afiarta was
attributed to the indiscreet zeal of Leo,
Archbishop of Ravenna (Leo owed his
archiepiscopate to Pope Stephen). It
was disclaimed by Hadrien : ¢ Animam
ejus cupiens salvare, penitentic eum

submitti decreveram . . . huc Romam
eum deferendum,” — Vit, Hadrian,
Paul Afiarta’s crime was that he had
pledged himself to bring the Pope,
willing or unwilling, before DesMerius.
—Ibid,
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preparations ; he gathered troops from Tuscany, Cam-
pania, and every district within his power; strengthened
the fortifications of Rome, transported the sacred trea-
surcs fromn the less defensible churches of St. Peter and
St. Paul into the heart of the city; barricaded the gates
of the Vatiran, and having so done, reverted to his
gpiritual arms. He sent three Bishops, of Alba, Pales-
trina, Tibur, to meet the King, and to threaten him
with excommunication if he dared to violate the terri-
tory of the Church. Desiderius had reached Viterbo;
he was struck with awe, or with the intelligence of the
preparations of Charles.

The ambassadors of the Frank arrived in Rome; on
their return they passed through Pavia. Desiderius
had returned to his capital ; they urged him to recon-
ciliation with the Pope. New ambassadors arrived,
offering a largo sum, ostensibly for his concessions to
the demands of the Pope, but no doubt for the surrender
of Carloman’s children, whom Charles was anxious to
get into his power.

Desiderius, who would not know the disproportion of
his army to that of Charles, blindly resisted Charlemagncs
all accommodation. With his usual rapidity ialy.
Charles, who had alrcady assembled his forces, ap-
proached the passes of the Alps, one division that of
Mont Cenis, the other that of the Mont St. Bernard.
Treachery betrayed the passes,! in one of which, how-
ever, the hosts of Charlemagne suffered a signal defeat
by the Lombards, under Adelchis, the king’s son. This
was no doubt the secret of the Lombard weakness. The
whole of the Roman population of Lombardy looked

3 « A suis quippe fideles callid® e | sition from the Latin inflexion to the
tradiths fuit.” — Chronic. Salernit. | uninflected Italian, “ et dum de fatus
This chronicle shows the curie:s tran- | Karolus Sermo.”
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to the Pope as their head and representative; to the
Franks as their deliverers. The two races had not
mingled ; the Lombards werc but an armed aristocracy,
lording it over a hostile race. A sudden famine dis-
persed the victorious troops of Adelchis, who still gnarded
the descent from Mont Cenis.  Adelchis shut himself up
in Verona ; and Charles, encountering no encmy on the
open plain, laid siege to Pavia.* That city was, for thoso
times, strongly fortified ; it resisted for many months.
ap. 1, During the siege, in the Holy Week of the
Apfl3 pext year, the King of the Franks proceeded to
Rome to perform his devotions at the shrine of St. Peter,
and to knit more closcly his league with the Pope.
Charles was alrcady the deliverer, it might be hoped he
would be the faithful protector of the Church. Excepting
the citics of Verona and Pavia, he was already master
of all Northern Italy. With his father Pepin, he had
been honoured with the name of Patrician of Rome ; by
this vague adoption, which the lingering pride of Rome
might still esteem an honour to a Barbarian, he was
head of the Roman republic. He might become, in
their hopes, the guardian, the champion of the old Ro-
man society, while at the same time his remote resi-
dence beyond the Alps diminished the danger
which was always apprehended from neigh-
bouring barbarians.

Accordingly, the civil and ecclesiastical authorities
vied in the honours which they paid to the Patrician of
Rome and the dutiful son of the Church, who had so
speedily obeyed the summons of his spiritual father,
and had come to prostrate himself before the reliques of
the Apostles. At Novi, thirty miles distant, he was met

In Rome.

k A.p, 773, October, Muratori sub ann.
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by tho Scnate and the nobles of the city, with their
banners spread. For a mile before the gates the way
was lined by the military and the schools. At the gates
all the crosses and the standards of the city, as was
usual on the entrance of the Exarchs the representa-
tives of the Kmperor, went out to meet the Patrician.
As soon as he beheld the cross, Charles dismounted
from his horse, procceded on foot with all his officers
and nobles to the Vatican, where the Pope and the
clergy, on the steps of St. Peter’s, stood ready to receive
him; as he slowly ascended he reverently kissed the
steps ; at tho top ho was affectionately embraced by the
Pope. Charles attended with profound devotion during
all the ceremonies of the Holy Scason; at the close he
ratificd the donation of his futher Pepin. The diploma
which contained the solemn gift was placed upon the
altar of St. Peter. Yet there is much obscurity as to
tho extent and the tenure of this most magnificent
oblation ever made to the Church. The original record
has long perished ; its terms are but vagucly known.
It is said to have comprehended the whole of Italy, the
exarchate of Ravenna, from Istria to the frontiers of
Naples, including the island of Corsica. The nature of
the Papal tenure and authority is still more difficult to
define. Was it the absolute alienation of the whole
temporal power to the Pope? In what consisted the
sovereignty still claimed and exercised by Charlemagne
over the whole of Italy, even over Rome itself?
Charlemagne made this donation as lord by conquest
over the Lombard kingdom, and the territory penation of
of the Exarchate. For Pavia at length fell, Chariemasne.
and Desiderius took refuge in the usual asylum of de-
thrcned kings, a monastery. His son, Adelchis, aban-
doned Verona, and fled to Constantinople. Thus expired
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the kingdom of the Lombards; and Charles added to
his royal titles that of Lombardy. The IExarchate, by
his grant, was vested, either as a kind of feud, or in
absolute perpetuity, in the Pope.™

But, notwithstanding the grant of the conqueror, the
Pope did not enter into undisputed possession of this
territory. An ecclesiastic, Leo, the Archbishop of
Ravenna, set up a rival claim. He withheld
the citics of Faenza, TForli, Forlimpopeli,
Cesena, Bobbio, Comachia, Ferrara, Imola, the whole
Pentapolis, Bologna, from their allegiance to the see of
Rome, ejected the judges appointed by Rome, appointed
others of his own authority in the whole region, and
sent missives throughout the province to prevent their
submission to the papal officers.” Iladrian became the
scorn of his enemies, who inquired what advantage he
had gained by the destruction of the Lombards. Ie
wrote the most pressing letter to Charles, entreating
him to prevent this humiliation of St. Peter and his
successors. The Archbishop of Ravenna succeeded to
the title which, in the language of the papal corre-
spondence, belongs to all the adversaries of the Pope’s
temporal greatness, the «“Most wicked of Men.”® Tho

A.D, 775,

= See the passage quoted by Mura-
tori from the anonymous Seriptor
Salernitanus, sub anno 774. The
Lombard dukedom of Benevento raised
stself into a principality, and ascerted
its independence.

B Agnelli, Vit. Pontif, Ravennat,—
“Troppo & credibile, che questo sagace
ed ambizioso prelato s’ ingegnasse di
far intendere a Carlo, ché avrcbbe
egualmente potuto servire a onor di
Dio, e de’ santi appostoli, la liberalita,
chd fosse piaciuto al re di fare alla

chiesa di Ravenna, come a quella
Roma ; chd giin non mancavano ai
lomani pontifici ubertosi patfimoni in
pit parte &’ Italia e di Sicilia,” &e. &c.
This ingenious conjecture of Denia
(Revoluz. d’ Italia, vol. i, p, 352) is
but conjecture,

® Nefandissimus. Compare Mura-
torf, Annal. d’ Italia, sub ann, 777.
The epistle does not state on what the
Archbishop of Ravenna rested hLis
‘claim to this jurisdiction. This d-:
pute shows still fuither the amlugaous
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Pope asserted his right to the judicial authcrity, not
only over the cities of the Pentapolis, but in Ravenna
itself.

But the rivalship of Ravenna did not long restrain
the ambition of a pontiff, secure in tho protection of
Charlemagne.

After some time, and some menaced interference
from the East, Hadrian took possession of the Hadrianin
Ixarchate, scemingly with the power and dle Exarchate.
privileges of a temporal prince. Throughout the Ex-
archate of Ravenna, he had “his men,” who were
judged by magistrates of his appointment, owed him
fealty, and could not leave the land without his special
permission. Nor are these only ecclesiastics subordinate
to his spiritual power (that spiritual supremacy Hadrian
indeed asserted to the utmost extent; Rome had a
right of judicature over all churches).r His language
to Charlemagne is that of a feudal suzerain also: “as
your men are not allowed to come to Rome without
your permission and special letter, so my men must not
be allowed to appear at the court of France without the
same credentials from me.” The same allegiance which
the subjects of Charlemagne owed to him, was to be
required from the subjects of the See of Rome to the
Pope. “Let him be thus admonished, we are to remain

and undefined supremacy supposed to
be conferred, even in his own day, by
the donation of Charlemagne. Did
the Archbishop claim in any maunner
to be Patrician of the Exarchate? See
following note.

P ¢ Quanta enim auctoritas B, Petro
Apostglorum principi, ejusque sacra-
tissimee sedi concessa est, cuiquam non
ambigimus ignorari ; atpote que de

omnibus ecclesiis fas habeat judicandi,
neque cuiquam liccat de ejus judicare
judicio. Quorumlibet sententias legati
Pontificum, Sedes B. Petri Apostoli
jus habet solvendi, per quos ad unam
Petri sedem universalis ecclesi® cura
confluit, et nihil unquam a suo capite
dissidet.”—Epist, Hadrian, ad Carol.
Magn. Ccd. Carol. Ixxxv., apud
Bougquet, p. 579.
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in the service, and under the dominion of the blessed
apostle St. Peter, to the end of the world.” The ad-
ministration of justice was in the Popec’s name; not
only tho ecclesiastical dues, and the rents of estates
forming part of the patrimony of St. Peter, the civil
revenue likewiso came into his treasury. Hadrian
bestows on Charlemagne, as a gift, the marbles and
mosaics of the imperial palace in Ravenna, that palaco
apparently his own undisputed property.®

Such was the allegiance claimed over the Exarchate
and the whole territory included in the donation of
Pepin and of Charlemagne, with all which the ever
watchful Pope was continually adding (parts of the old
Sabine territory, of Campania and of Capua) to the
immediate jurisdiction of the Papacy. Throughout
these territories the old Roman institutions remained
under the Pope as Patrician, the Patriciate seemed tan-
tamount to imperial authority.” The city of Rome
alone maintained, with the form, somewhat of the inde-
pendence of a rcpublic. Hadrian, with the power,
assumed the magnificence of a great potentate: his
expenditure in Rome, more especially, as became his
character, on the religious buildings, was profuse.

1 ¢ Tam marmora, quamque mosi-
vum, ceteraque exempla de eodem
palatio vobis concedimus auferenda.”
—Epist. Ixvii. apud Gretser,

* The Frankish monarch, afterwards
the Emperor, was the Patrician of
Rome. On the vague yet extensive
authority conveyed by this title of
Patrician, Muratori is the most full
and satisfactory. Charlemagne, as his
ancestors had been, was Patrician of
Rome, Was this only an honorary | a
title, while the civil supremacy over
the city was vested in a republic (so

Pagi supposes, but according to others
this notion is purely imaginary), or
did the office invest him in full im-
perial authority? That he had a
theoretic supremacy, the surrender to
the successive Frankish monarchs of
the keys of the city and of the sepul-
chre of St. Peter clearly shows, As
imperial representative, or substitute,
there was a Patrician of Sicily. The
Lombard Dukes of Benevento obtained

grant of the Patriciate from Cons
stantinople. The Pope claimed to be Pas
tricvan of the Exarchate. (See above.
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Rome, with the increase of the Papal revenucs, began
to resume more of her ancient splendour.

Twice during the pontificate of Hadrian, Charlemagne
again visited Rome. The first time was an act of reli-
gious homage, connected with his future poli- Charlemaguo
tical plans. e came to celebrate the bap- a.7s0,7s1
tism of his younger son Pepin by the Pope, a son for
whom he destined the kingdom of Italy. The second
time he came as a protector, at the summons of the
Pope, to deliver him from a new and formidable enemy
at tho gates of Rome. Arigiso the Lombard Duke of
Benevento, who had married the daughter of Desiderius,
had grown in power, and around him had rallied all the
adversaries of the Papal and the Irankish interests. It
was a Lombard leaguc, embracing almost all Italy—
Rotgadis, Duke of Friuli, his father-in-law Stebelin
Count of Treviso, the Duke of Spoleto. Arigiso had
obtained the title of Patrician, with all its vague and
indefinite pretensions, from Constantinople ; he was in
close correspondence with Adelchis, the son of the fallen
Desiderius. Hadrian accused this dangerous neighbour
of hostile encroachments on the patrimony of St. Peter.
He entreated the invincible Charlemagne to cross the
Alps to his succour. Charlemagne obeyed. He passed
the Christmas at Pavia. He appeared at Rome: the
Lombard shrunk from the uncqual contest, and pur-
chased peace by an annual tribute of 7000 pieces of
gold. He gave his two sons as hostages for the fulfil-
ment of the txenty Hadrmn, however, did not feel

* Egmhard, Vit. Kavol,, x, ; Annal.| magne; and the conspiracy of Paulus
sub ann. 786, Compare the very| Diaconus, the historian, to murder
strange account in the Chronic, | Charlemagne. ‘ How,” says the Eme
Snlern'kt. 9, 10, 11, of the interference | peror, when urged to punish him,
of the bishops at Benevento to save| “can I cut off one who writes s
Avigiso from the wrath of Charle- | elegantly?”

VOL. IIL E
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secure; he still suspected the designs and intrigues of the
Rebetion  Lombard. The death of Arigiso, in the sampe
T year in which he swore allegiance to Chan?&
magne, did not allay the jealousies of Hadrian; for
Charlemagne, in his generosity, placed the son of Arigiso,
Grimoald, in the Dukedom of Benevento. Grimoald,
during the life-time of Charlemagne, repaid
this generosity by a faithful adoption, not
only of the interests, but even the usages of the Franks.
He shaved his beard, and clothed himseclf after the
Frank fashion. In later days he became a formidable
rival of Pepin, the son of Charlemagne, for the ascen-
dancy in Italy.

While Charlemagne was yet at Rome, a more formi-
dable rebellion began to lower. Adelchis, the son ot
Desiderius, was upon the seas with a considerable Greelk
force, supplied by order of the Byzantine Emperor,
Constantine. The Huns broke into Bavaria and Friuli.
Tassilo, Duke of Bavaria, whose wife Liutberga was the
sister of Adelchis, meditated revolt. Charlemagne, with
his wonted rapidity, appeared in Germany. Tassilo was
summoned before a diet at Ingelheim. He dared not
refuse to appear; was condemned to capital punishment:
in mercy shut up, with his son, in a monastery. His
Lombard wife suffered the same fate. The Huns were
driven back; the Greek army deserted Adelchis; the
son of Desiderius fled; John, the Byzantine general,
wag strangled in prison.

This great pontiff Hadrian, who, during about twenty-
A2 o8, four years, had reposed, not undisturbed, but
Hadrian,  gafe under the mighty protection of Charle-

magne, died before the close of the eighth century.
The coronation of Charlemagne, as Emperor of the
West, was reserved for his successor. At that corona-

A.D, 788,
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tion our history will pause to take a survey of Latin
Christendom, now a separate Western Empire, under one
temporal, and under one spiritual sovereign. Charle-
magne showed profound sorrow for the death of Hadrian.
He wept for him, according to his biographer,t as if he
had been a brother or a dear son. An epitaph declared
to the world the respect and attachment of the Sovereigr.
of the West for his spiritual father.

On the death of Hadrian," an election of unexampled
rapidity, and, as it seemed, of perfect unanimity among
the clergy, the nobles, and the people, raised
Leo I1L to the pontifical throne.,* The first act
of Leo was to recognise the supremacy of Charles, by
sending the keys, not only of the city, with the standard
of Rome, but those also of the sepulchre of St. Peter,
to the Patrician. This unusual act of deference seems
as if Leo anticipated the necessity of foreign protection ;
cven the precipitancy of the election may lead to the
suspicion that the unanimity was but outward. Secret
causes of dissatisfaction were brooding in the minds of
some of the leading men in Rome. The strong hand
of IHadrian had kept down the factions which had dis-
turbed the reign of his predecessor Stephen ; now it is
among the court, the family of Hadrian, even those
whom he had raised to the highest offices, that there is
at first sullen submission, ere long furious strife. Dark
rumours spread abroad of serious charges against the
Pope himself. Leo IIL ruled, however, in seeming
peace for three years and two months, at the close of
which a frightful scene betrayed the deep and rooted
animosity.

Leo I1L

¢ Eginhard, c, xiz. that of St. Stephen, A.D. 795.
@ Hadrian died ca Christmas day.| ¥ Ann, fil, sub ann. 796 ; Eginhard
The election was on the following day, | Annal.

E2
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Hadrian had invested his two nephews, Paschalis and
Campulus, in two great ccclesiastical offices, the Primi-
cerius and Sacellarius. This first example of nepotism
was a dismal omen of the fatal partiality of future Popes
for their kindred. These two men, or one of them, may
have aspired to the Pontificate, or they hoped to place
a pontiff, more under their own influence, on the throne:
their dark crime implies dark motives. The Pope was
to ride in solemn pomp, on St. George’s day, to
the church of St. Laurence, called in Lucina.
These ecclesiastics formed part of the procession. One
of them excused himself for some informality in his
dress” On a sudden, a band of armed men sprang
Assautton  from their ambush. The Pope was thrown
topeleo.  from his horse, and an awkward attempt was
made to practise the Oriental punishment of mutilation,
as yet rare in the West, to put out his eyes, and to cut
out his tongue. Paschalis and Campulus, instead of
defending the Pope, dragged him into a ncighbouring
church, and there, before the high altar, attempted to
complete the imperfect mutilation, beat him cruelly,
and left him weltering in his blood. Trom thence they
took him away by night (no one scems to have inter-
posed in his behalf), carried him to the convent of St.
Erasmus, and there threw him into prison. Leo reco-
vered his sight and his speech; and this restoration, of
course, in process of time became a miracle His

April 25,799.

¥ He was sine planeta. *» & & & & 2 @
= “Carnifices geminas traxerunt fronte | Explicat et celerem truncataque liugua
fenestras, loquelam.”
Eu ﬁmm“b“md“"" lacerato corpore | _See the poem of Angilbert, the poet
a2 & & & a @ of Charlemague's court, Perts, it p,
Sed manus alma Patris oculis wedicamina | 400, The papal biographer is godest

ademptis R
Obtulit atque novo reparavit lumine | as to the miracle,
vultum;
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enemies had failed in their object, the disqualifying him
by mutilation for the Papacy. A faithful servam,
rescued him, and carried him to the church of St.Peter
There, no doubt, he found temporary protectors, unti
the Duke of Spoleto (Winegis), a Frank, marched into
Rome to his deliverance, and removed him from the
guilty city to Spoleto.

Urgent letters entrcated the immediate presence of
the Patrician, of Charles the protector of the Papacy, in
Rome. DBut Charles was at a distance, about to engage
in quelling an insurrection of the Saxons.* The Pope
condescended, or rather was compelled by his necessities,
to accept the summons to appear in person before the
Transalpino monarch. Charles was holding his court
and camp at Paderborn, one of the newly-erected
German bishoprics. Tho reception of Leo was courteous
and friendly, magnificent as far as circumstances might
permit. The poct deseribes the imperial banquet ; nor
does he fear to shock his more austero readers by
describing the Pope and the Emperor as quaffing their
rich wines with convivial glee.b

But at the same time arrived accusations of some un-
known and mysterious nature against the Pope ; accusa-
tions, according to the annalists, made in the name of
the Roman people.® Charles did not decline, but post-
poned till his arrival in Rome the judicial investigation
of these charges; but he continued to trcat the Pope
with undiminished respect and familiarity.

The return of Leo to Rome is said to have been one
\ong triumph. Throughout Italy he was received with

s Eginhard, Ann, 799, ing of the Pope and the Emperor.
b Angilbert, apud Pertz, ii. 401,| ¢ ¢“Queapopulo Romano ei okji:ie
describes, as an eye-witness, the meet- | bantur.”
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the honours of the apostle. The clergy and people of
Rome thronged forth to meet him, as well as the mili-
tary, among whom were bands (scholars) of Franks,
of Frisians, and of Saxons, either at Rome for pur-
poses of devotion, or as a foreign body-guard of the
Pope.

Tho journey of Charles to Rome was slow. He went
Crarlemagne t0 Roucn, and to Tours, to pay his adorations
Lome, at the shrine of St. Martin. There his wife,
Liutgarda, died, and her funeral caused further delay.
He then leld a great diet at Mentz; and towards the
closo of the following year crossed the Alps, and halted
Nov.23,500, &t Ravenna. At Nomentana he was met by
Nov.24. the Pope with high honours. After he had
entercd Rome he was received on the steps of St. Peter’s
by the Pope, the bishops, and the clergy ; he passed into
the church, the whole assembly joining in the solemn
chant of thanksgiving.

But Charles did not appear at Kome as the avowed
protector and avenger of the injured Pope
against those who had so barbarously violated
his sacred person. He assumed the office of judge! At
o synod held some days after, a long and difficult investi-
gation of the charges made against Leo by his enciics
proceeded, without protest from the Pope.® Paschalis and
Campulus were summoned to prove their charges. On
their failure, they were condemned to death; a sentence
commuted, by the merciful interposition of the Pope, to
imprisonment in France. Their other noble partisans

Dee. 1

4 The clergy, according to the bio- | Eginhard expressly says, * Hujus
grapher, refused to judge the Pope, | factionis fuere principes Paschalis
declaring their incompetency. nomenclator et Campulus Sagellarius

e «In quibus vel maximum vel et multi alii Romanz urbis habitatores
difficillimum erat.—Eginhard, Ann,' nehiles,”—Ibid,
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were condemned to decapitation. Yet this exculpation
of Leo hardly satisfied the public mind. It was thought
necessary that thc Pope should openly, in the face of
the people, in the sight of God, and holding the holy
Gospels in his hands, avouch his own innocence. There
was no complaint of the majesty of heaven in-
sulted in his person, no reproof for the indig-
nity offered to St. Peter in his successor ; it was a kind
of recognition of the tribunal of public opinion. The
humiliation had something of the majesty of conscious
blamelessness,—*“ I, Leo, Pontiff of the Holy Roman
Church, being subject to no judgement, under no com-
pulsion, of my own free will, in yoar presence, before
God who reads the conscicnce, and his angels, and the
blessed apostle Peter in whose sight we stand, declare
myself not guilty of the charges made against me. I
have never perpetrated, nor commanded to be perpe-
trated,f the wicked deeds of which I have been accused.
This I call God to witness, whose judgement we must
all undergo; and this I do, bound by no law, nor
wishing to impose this custom on my successors, or on
my brother bishops, but that I may altogether relieve
you from any unjust suspicions against myself.”

This solemn judgement had hardly passed when
Christmas day arrived: the Christmas of the last year
in the eighth century of Christ. Charles and all his
sumptuous court, the nobles and people of Rome, the
whole clergy of Rome, were present at the high services

Dec, 23.

f These words positively negative| was some simoniacal proceeding
the notion that the crime of which | (spiritual adultery) by which he had
Leo was accused was adultery or un-| thwarted the ambitious views of
chastity, which some expressions in| Hadrian's relatives.

Alouln’s letters seem to intimate. I| 8 Baronius gives this form as ¢ »
eannot help suspecting that the charge| sacris ritibus Romane Ecclesis.””
). ~O~n
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of the Nativity. The Popo himself chanted the mass,
the full assembly were wrapt in profound devotion. At
the close the Pope arose, advanced towards Charles,
with a splendid crown in his hands, placed it upon his
brow, and proclaimed him Cesar Augnstus. ¢ God
grant life and victory to the great and pacific Emperor.”
His words were lost in the acclamations of the soldiery,
the puople, and the clergy. Charles, with his son
Pepin, humbly submitted to the ratification of this
important act, and was anointed by the hands of the
Pope.

Was this a sudden and unconcerted act of gratitude,
a magnificent adulation of the Pope to the unconscious
and hardly consenting Emperor? Had Leo deliberately
contemplated the possible results of this assumption of
authority—of this creation of a successor to the Ceesars
_over Latin Christendom? In what character did the
Pope perform this act—as vicegerent of God on earth,
as the successor of St. Peter, or as the representative of
the Roman people? What rights did it convey? In
what, according to the estimation of the times, consisted
the Imperial supremacy ? To these questions history
returns but vague and doubtful answers. Charlemagne
—writes Eginhard the secretary of the Emperor, the
one contemporary authority—declared that holy as wa:
tho day (the Lord’s nativity), if he had known the in
tention of the Pope he would not have entered t}
church.* To treat this speech as mere hypocrisy agre
neither with the character nor the position of Charl;
yet the Pope would hardly, even in the lavish exceof
his gratitude, have ventured on such a step, if he d

* Eginhard, in Vit. xx.; but Egin- | hoc indignantibus, magnd tulit.
had adds, * Invidiam tamen suscepti | tientid, vicityjue corum contumac
nominis Romanis Imperatoribus super | magnanimitate,"— Vit, Kar., xxviii,
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not reason, from his long conferences with the Emperor
at Paderborn and his intercourse in IRome, to suppose
that it was in accordanceat least with the unavowed and
latent ambition of Charles. In its own day it was
perhaps a more daring and violent mecasure than it
appears in ours. A Barbarian monarch, a Teuton, was
declared the successcr of the Cwmsars. He became the
usurper of the rights of the Byzantine emperors, which,
though fallen into desuctude, had never been abandoned
on their part, or abrogated by any competent authority.\
The Eastern Ceresars had not been without jealousy of
the progress of the Frankish dominion. The later
Greek empcrors sent repeated but vain remonstrances.
It was alleged that the Greek Empire having fallen to
a woman, Irene, and that woman dctestable as the
murderess of her son, in her the Byzantine Empire had
come to an end. DBut the enmity of the Byzantine
court to Charlemagne had betrayed itself by acts of
hostility, Adeclchis, the heir of the Lombard kingdom,
that kingdom of which Charlemagne had assumed the

! ¢ Imperatores etiam Constautino-
politani, Nicephorus, Michael et Leo,
ultro amicitiam et socictatem ejus
expetentes, complures ad eum misere
legatos ; cum qubus tamen propter
susceptum a se Imperatoris nomen et
ob hoc quasi qui Imperium eis pracri-
pere vellet, valde suspectum, fadus
firmissimum statuit, ut nulla inter
partes cujuslibet scandali remaneret
occasio. Erat enim scmper Romanis
et Greeeis suspecta Francorum potentia,
quia ipsam Romam matrem Imperii
tenebat, ubi semper Caesares et Impe-
ratores soliti erant sedere,””—Chron,
Moissthe. In the other copy of this
Chronicle (apud Bouquet, p. 79), wo

read, “Delati quidem sunt ad eun.
dicentes, quod apud Gracos nomen
Imperii cessasset, et femina apud eos
nomen Imperii teneret, Hirena nomine,
quee filium suum Imperatorem fraude
captum oculos ernit, et nomen sibi
imperii usurpavit.,” Compare, for a
curious pnssage, Annal, Laureshei~
meuses, sub eodem anno, The chroni-
cle of Salerno says: ¢ Imperator
quippe omnimodis non dici possit,
nisi qui regnum Romanum preeest,
hoc est Constantinopolitanum. Reges
Galliarum nunc usurparunt sibi tale
nomen, nam antiquitus omnimodis s.¢
non vocitati sunt."—c, ii.
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title, still held the dignity of Roman Patrician in Con-
stantinople.*

The significance of this act, the coronation, the sub-
scquent anointing, the recognition by the Roman people,
was not merely an accession of vague and indefinite
orandeur (which it undoubtedly was), but added to the
substantive power of Charlemagne. It was the con-
solidation of all Western Christendom under one mo-
narchy. By establishing this sovercignty on the basis
of the old Roman empire, it could not but gain something
of the stability of ancient right.™ It was the voluntary
submission of the Barbarians to the title at lcast of
Roman dominion. In Rome Charlemagne affected to
be a Roman: he condescended to put off his native
Frankish dress, and appeared in the long tunic and
chlamys, and with Roman sandals. While the Barba-
rians were flattered by this their complete incorporation
with the old disdainful Roman Society, the Latins,
conscious that in the Iranks resided the real power,
still aimed at maintaining their traditionary superiority
in intellectual matters—a superiority which Charle-
magne might hope to cmulate, not to surpass. The
Pope (for Charlemagne swore at the same time to
maintain all the power and privileges of the Roman
Pontiff) obtained the recognition of a spiritual dominion
commensurate with the sccular empire of Charlemagne.
The Emperor and the Pope were bound in indissoluble

k “In Constantinopoli itaque in; Cwsar, to the dominant Teutonism

patiiciatus ordine atque honore con-| of his character,
senuit,"—Eginhard, 774.

™ Eginhard, ¢, 23. But compare
Lehuerou, p. 362, who attributes
Charlemagne’s reluctance to assume
the empire, and his apparent deprecia-
tion of the importan:e of the title of

Lehuerou espouscs
the theory that the emperor was
only the advocate of the Church ot
Rome, But this was a purely Ger
man theory utterly unknown to Popa
Hadrian or Pope Leo, and to the Roman
Italians,
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alliance ; and notwithstanding the occasional ovutbursts
of independence, or even superiority, assertcd by Charle-
magne himself, he still professed and usually showed
the most profound veneration for the Roman spiritual
supremacy ; and left to his successors and to their
subjects an awful sense of subjugation, from which they
were not emancipated for ages.

The Imperial title was understood, no doubt, by
the senate and people of Rome, to be conferred by
themselves, as representing the republic, not by the
Pope, of his sole religious authority. Without their
assenting acclamations, in their estimation it would
not have been valid. The Pope, as one of the people,
as his subject therefore, paid adoration to the Em-
peror.”

But it is even more difficult to ascertain the rights
which the imperial title conveyed in Rome itself, espe-
cially in one important particular. Rome became, it is
clear, one of the subject cities of Charlemagne’s empire.
Even if tho Pope had ever possessed any actual or
asserted magisterial power, the cvents of the last year
had shown that he did not govern Rome. H. had no
force, cven for his personal security, against conspiracy
or popular tumult. But the Emperor of Rome was
bound to protect the Bishop of Rome: he was the con-
servator of the peace in this as in all the other cities of
his empire, though here, as elsewhere, there was no
abolition of the old Roman municipal institutions. The
Senate still subsisted, the people called itself the Roman
people; thoe shadow of a republic which had been
suffered to survive throughout the Empire, and had

’ «Et summus eundem Patricii, quo dictus erat prius, inde vocari

n
Priesul adoravit, sicut mos debitas olim Augustus meruit plws, lmperil quoqud
Principibus fuit antiquis, ac nomine dempt princeps.”  Poeta Saxo, sub. anws. 80k
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occasionally secemed to acquire form, if not substance,
still lurked beneath the Teutonic, as in later times
beneath the Papal sovereignty. The great undefined,
undefinable point was the conflicting right of the Em-
peror, the clergy, and the people, in the election and
ratification of the election to the Popedom ; as well as
that which was hereafter to be the source of such long
and internecine strife, the boundary of the two sove-
reignties, the temporal and the spiritual. This was
the fatal feud which for centurics distracted Latin
Christendom.

It was perhaps in its vagueness that chicfly dwelt its
majesty and power, both as regards the Pope who
bestowed and the Frank who received the Empire. In
some unknown, undefined manner, the Empire of the
West flowed from the Pope; tho successor of St. Peter
named, or sanctioned the naming of, the successor of
Augustus and of Nero. The enormous power of Charle-
magne, as contrasted with that of the Pope, disguised
or ennobled the bold fiction, quelled at least all present
inquiry, silenced any insolent doubt. If Charlemagne
ackno Jledged the right of the Pope to bestow the
Empire by accepting it at his hands, who should
presume to question the right of the Pope to define the
limits of the Imperial authority thus bestowed and thus
received ? And Charlemagne’s elevation to the Empire
invested his protection of the Pope in the more sacred
character of a duty belonging to his office, ratified all his
grants, which were now those not only of a conqueror °

© All writers, even ecclesiastics, call | Cﬂm‘lﬂo vir armipotens sceptrls Junxisscs

Charlemagne’s descent into Italy a wfemmq“ Padum, nomuleum%ue Tie
conquest, —Ses epitaph on his Queen
Hlldegu‘d at Mz, lauli Gesta Epise. Met., Pertz, 1. 266,
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but of a successor to all the rights of the Cesars. On
one side the Teuton became a Roman, the King of
the Franks was merged in the Western Emperor; on
the other, Rome created the sovereign of the West, the
sovereign of Latin Christendom.
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EOOK V.
——
CIIAPTER 1L
Charlemagne.

TuEe empire of Charlemagne was almost commensurate
gmpirsor  With Latin Christendom ;* England was the
Charlemagne.  only large territory, which acknowledged the
ecclesiastical supremacy of Rome, not in subjection to
the Empire. Two powers held sway in Latin Christen-
dom, the Emperor and the Pope: of these incomparably
the greatest at this time was the Emperor. Charlemagne,
with the appellation, assumed the full sovereignty of the
Ceesars, united with the commanding vigour of a great
Teutonic conqueror. Beyond the Alps he was a Ger-
man sovereign, assembling in his Diet the whole nobility
of the Romanised Teutonic nations, and bringing the
still barbarous races by force under his yoke. In Italy
he was a northern conqueror, though tho ally of the
Pope and of Rome. Dut he was likewise an Emperor
attempting to organisc his vast dominions with the com-
prehensive policy of Roman administration, though not
without respect for Tceutonic freedom. He was the sole
legislator in ecclesiastical as well as civil affairs; the
Carolinian institutions embrace the Church as well as

& Compare limits of the empie of Chailes—Eginhard, Vit. Car. x;. He
mcludes within it the whole of Italy, from Aosta to Lawer Calabria,
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the State; his Council at Frankfort dictates to the
West, in despite of Papal remonstrances, on the great
gubject of imagoc-worship. For centuries no monarch
had stood so high, so alone, so unapproachable as
Charlemagne. He ruled—ruled absolutely—by that
strongest absolutism, the overawed or spontancously
consentient, cordially obedient, co-operative will of all
other powers. He ruled from the Baltic to the Ebro,
from the British Channel to the duchy of Bencvento,
even to the Straits of Messina. In personal dignity,
who, it must not be said rivalled, approximated in the
least degree, to Charlemagne? He had added, by his
personal prowess in war, and this in a warlike age, by
his unwearied activity, and by what success would
glorify as military skill, almost all Germany, Spain to
the Ebro, the kingdom of the Lombards, to the realm
of the Franks and to Christendom. Huns, Avars,
Slavians, tribes of unknown name and descent, had
becn repelled or subdued. His one defeat, that of
Roncesvalles, is only great in recent poetry.® Every
rebel, the independent German princes, like Tassilo of
Bavaria, had been crushed; the obstinate Saxon, pur-
sued to the court of the Danish King, at last became a
subject and a Christian. On the Byzantine throne had
sat an iconoclastic heretic, a Loy, and a woman a mur-
deress. Hadrian, during his long pontificate, had worn
the Papal tiara with majesty. His successor, maimed
and maltreated, had fallen to implore protection beforo
the throne of Charlemagne; he had been obliged to
clear himself of enormous crimes, to purge himself by

d See in H, Martin, Histoire de| d’Altabicar, saa to have been pree
Frazce, ii. p. 373, the very curious | served from the ninth or tenth century
and sphrited song (from a French his- | among the Pyrenean mountaincers,
toric periodienl), called the Chant

YOL, 111 F
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oath before, what seemed to all, the superior tribunal of
the Emperor. The gift of the Imperial erown had been
the flattering homage of a grateful subject, somewhat
loftily and disdainfully received; the donations of
Charlemagne to the Pope were the prodigal but spon-
taneous alms of a religious King to the Church which
he condescended to protect—free grants, or the recogni-
tion of grants from his pious ancestors.

Nor was it on signal occasions only that Charlemagne
interfered in the affairs of the Church. Ilis all com-
prehending, all pervading, all compelling administration
was equally and constantly felt by his ecclesiastical as
by his civil subjects. The royal commissioners inspected
the conduct, reported on the lives, fixed and defined the
duties, settled the tenure of property and its obligations,
determined and apportioned the revenues of the religious
as well as of the temporal hierarchy. The formularies
of the Empire are the legal and authorised rules to
bishops and ablots as to nobles and knights. The
ecclesiastical unity is but a subordinate branch of the
temporal unity. The State, the Empire, not the Church,
is during the reign of Charlemagne a supreme unresisted
autocracy. Later romance has fallen below, rather than
heightened, the full reality of his power and authority.

But it was only during his long indced but transitory

Hispower TCign. For the power of Charlemagne was

peronal. - gltogether personal, and therefore unendur-
ing: it belonged to the man, to the conqueror, to the
legislator, to the patron of letters and art, to Charles
the Great. At his death the Empire inevitably fell to
pieces, only to be re-united occasionally and partially by
some one great successor like Otho I., or some great
house like that of Swabia. It was the first and last
successful attempt to consolidate, under one vast empire,
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the Teutonic and Roman races, the nations of pure Ger-
man origin and those whose languages showed the pre-
dominance of the Roman descent. It had its inherent
elements of anarchy and of wecakness in the first prin-
ciples of the Teutonic character, the independence of
the separate races, the vague notions of succession,
which fluctuated between elective and hereditary sove-
reignty with the evils of both; the Empire transmitted
into feeble hands by inheritance, or elections contested
by one-half the Empire; above all, in the ages imme-
diately following Charlemagne, the separation of tho
Empire into independent kingdoms, which became the
appanages of several sons, in general the most deadly
enemies to each other. It was no longer, it could not
be, a single realm united by one wide-embracing admi-
nistration, but a system of hostile and conflicting states,
of which the boundaries, the powers, the wealth, the
resources, were in incessant change and vicissitude.

The Papacy must await its time, a time almost cer-
tain to arrive. The Papacy, too, had its own
source of weakness, the want of a scttled and
authoritative elective body. Ithad its periods of anarchy,
of menaced—it might seem, at the close of the tenth
century, inevitable—dissolution. But it depended not
on the sudden and accidental rise of great men to its
throne. It knew no minorities, no divisions or subdivi-
sions of its power between heirs of coequal and therefore
conflicting rights. It was a succession of mature men;
and the interests of the higher ranks of its subjects, of
the hierarchy, even of the great ecclesiastical potentates
throughout the West, were so bound up with his own,
that the Pope had not to strive against sovereigns as
powerful as himself. Till the times of the anti-popes
the papal power, though often obscured, especially in

F 2

The Papacy.
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Rome itself, appeared to the world as one and indivi-
sible. Its action was almost uniform; at least it had
all the steadiness and inflexibility of a despotism—a
despotism, if not of force, of influence, of sympathy,
and of cordial concurrence among all its multifarious
agencies throughout the world to its aggrandiscment.
But the empire of Charlemagne, as being the great
epoch in the annals of Latin Christendom, demands
more full consideration. Out of his universal Empire
m the West and out of his Institutes rose, to a great
degree, the universal empire of the Church and the
whole medizeval polity; feudalism itself. Western
Europe became, as it were, one through his conquests,
which gathered within its frontiers all the races of
Teutonic origin (except the formidable Northmen, or
Normans, who, after endangering its existence, or at
least menacing the re-barbarising of many of its king-
doms, were to be the founders of kingdoms within its
pale), and those conquests even encroached on some
tribes of Slavian descent. It became a world within
the world ; on more than one side bordered by Moham-
medanism, on one by the hardly less foreign Byzantine
Empire. The history, therefore, of Latin Christianity
must survey the character of the founder of this Empire,
the extent of his dominions, his civil as well as his eccle-
siastical institutes. As yet we have only traced him in
his Italian conquests, as the ally and protector of the
Popes. He must be seen as the sovereign and law-
giver of Transalpine as well as of Cisalpine Europe.®
Karl, according to his German appellation, was the
model of a Teutonic chieftain, in his gigantic stature,
enormous strength, and indefatigable activity ; temperate

¢ Eginhard, Vit, Car, sub fine,
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in diet, and superior to the barbarous vice of drunk-
enness. Hunting and war were his chief occu- Thecharacter
of Charle-

pations; and his wars were carried on with all mage.

the ferocity of encountering savage tribes. But he was
likewise a Roman Emperor, not only in his vast and
organising policy, he had that one vice of the old Roman
civilisation which the Merovingian kings had indulged,
though not perhaps with more unbounded lawlessness.
The religious Emperor, in one respect, troubled not
himself with the restraints of religion. The humble or
grateful Church beheld meekly, and almost without
remonstrance, the irregularity of domestic life, which
not mercly indulged in free licence, but treated the
sacred rite of marriage as a covenant dissoluble at his
pleasure. Once we have heard, and but once, the
Church raise its authoritative, its comminatory voice,
and that not to forbid the King of the Franks from
wedding a sccond wife while his first was alive, but
from marrying a Lombard princess. One pious eccle-
siastic alono in his dominions, he a relative, venturea
to protest aloud. Charles repudiated his first wifo to
marry the daughter of Desiderius; and after a year
repudiated her to marry Hildegard, a Swabian lady.
By Hildegard he had six children. On her death he
married Fastrada, who bore him two; a nameless con-
cubine another. On Fastrada’s death he married Liut-
gardis, a German, who died without issue. On her
decease he was content with four concubines.® A
darker suspicion, arising out of the loose character of
ais daughters, none of whom he allowed to marry, but
carried them about with him to the camp as well as the

¢ '.l‘ha reading is doubtful. Bouquet has quatuor, Pertz has followed s MS,
which gives three,
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court, has been insinuated, but without the least war-
rant from history. Under the same doubie character of
the Teutonic and the Roman Xmperor, Charlemagne
introduced Roman arts and civilisation into the remoter
parts of his dominions. Aix-la-Chapelle, his capital,
became, in buildings and in the marble and mosaic
decorations of his palace, a Roman city, in which Karl
sat in the midst of his Teutonic Diet. The patron of
Latin letters, the friend of Alcuin, encouraged the com-
pilation of a grammar in the language of his Teutonic
subjects. The hero of the Saxon poet’s Latin hexameter
panegyric collected the old bardic lays of Germany.
Even Charlemagne’s fierce wars bore Christianity and
civilisation in their train.

The Saxon wars of Charlemagne, which added almost
the whole of Germany to his dominions, were
avowedly religious wars. If Boniface was the
‘Christian, Charlemagne was the Mohammedan, Apostlo
of the Gospel. The declared object of his invasions,
according to his biographer, was the extinction of hea-
thenism ; ° subjection to the Christian faith or extermi-
pation.! Baptism was the sign of subjugation and
fealty: the Saxons accepted or threw it off according
as they were in a state of submission or of revolt.
These wars were inevitable; they were but the con-
tinuance of the great strife waged for centuries from the
barbarous North and East, against the civilised South
and West; only that the Roman and Christian popula-

:Saxon wars,

¢ Some of the heathen Frisian tem- | to the Church.—Vit, S, Luidg. apud
ples appear to have contained much | Pertz, ii. p. 408.
wealth, St. Luidger was sent out to| f “Eo usque perseveravit, dum aut
destroy some. His followers brought | victi Christiane religioni subjicerentur
back a considerable treasure, which|aut omnino tollerentur.”—Eginhard,
they found in the temples, Charle-|{ sub ann. 775, ‘
magne took two-thirds, and gave or.
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tion, now invigorated by the large infusion of Teutonie
blood, instead of awaiting aggression, had become the
aggressor. The tide of conquest was rolling back ; the
subjects of the Western kingdoms, of the Western
Empire, instead of waiting to see their homes overrun
by hordes of fierce invaders, now boldly marched into
the heart of their enemies’ country, penetrated the
forests, crossed the morasses, and planted their feudal
courts of justice, their churches, and their monasteries
in the most remote and savage regions, up to the Elbe
and the shores of the Baltic.

The Saxon race now occupied the whole North of
Germany, from the Baltic along the whole
Eastern frontier of the Frankish kingdom.
The interior of the land was yet an unknown world,
both as to extent and population. Vast forests,in which
it was said that squirrels might range for leagues with-
out dropping to the ground,® broken only by wide
heaths, sandy moors, and swamps, were peopled by
swarms which still were thought inexhaustible. These
countless hosts, which seemed but the first wave of a
yet undiminished flood, might still precipitate thems-
selves or be precipitated by the impulse of nations from
the further North or East, on the old Roman empire
and the advanced settlements beyond the Rhine. The
Saxons were divided into three leading tribes, the Ost-
phalians, the Westphalians, and the Angarians; but
each clan or village maintained its independence, waged
war, or made peace. Each clan, according to old Teu-
tonic usage, consisted of nobles, freemen, and slaves;
but at times the whole nation met in a great armed
convention. A deadly hatred had grown up between

[ ]

The Saxons.

& Vit, S. Lebuini,
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the Franks and Saxons, inevitable between two warlike
and restless races, separated by a doubtful and unmarked
border, on vast level plains, with no natural boundary,
neither dense forests, nor a chain of mountains, nor any
large river or lake.® The Saxons were not likely, when
an opportunity of plunder or even of daring adventure
might offer itsclf, to respect the frontier of their more
civilised neighbours; or the I'ranks to abstain from
advancing their own limits wherever the land offered
any advantage for a military, commercial, or even reli-
gious outpost. But it was not merely this casual hosti-
lity of two adventurous and unquiet people, encountering
on a long and doubtful border—the Saxons scorned and
detested the Romanised Franks, the Franks held the
Saxons to be barbarians and heathens. The Saxons no
doubt saw in the earlier and peaceful Christian mis-
sionaries the agents of Frankish as well as of Christian
conquest. Even where their own religion hung se
loosely on their minds, they could not but be suspicious
of foreigners who began by undermining their national
faith, and might end in endangering the national inde-
pendence. They beheld with impatience and jealousy
the churches and monasteries, which gradually rose ncar
to, upon, and within their frontier; though probably the
connexion of the missionaries with the Romanised
Franks, rather than the religion itself, which otherwise
they might have admitted with the usual indifference of
barbarians, principally excited their animosity.

The first expedition of Charlemagne against the

® “ Suberant et caus®, quee quo- | montium juga interjecta utrorumque
‘die pacem conturbare poterant, ter-| agros certo limite disterminant, et
mini videlicet nostri et illorum pene | rapine et incendia vicissim figri non
ubique in plano contigui, preeter pauca | cessabant,” = Eginhard, Vit. Carol,
Joca in quibus, vel silvee majores, vel | cvii,
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Saxons before his Lombard conquest arose out of re-
ligion. Among the English missionaries who, Firet Saxon
no doubt from speaking a kindred language, iy
were 80 successful among the Teutonic tribes, was St.
Lebuin, a man of the most intrepid zeal. Though the
oratory which he had built on the Saxon bank of the
Ysell had been burned by the Saxons, he determined
to confront the whole assembled nation in their great
diet on the Weser. Charles was holding at the same
time his Field of May at Worms: this Saxon diet
might be a great national council to watch or obtain
intelligence of his proceedings! The Saxons were in
the act of solemn worship and sacrifice, when Lebuin
stood up in the midst, proclaimed himself the messenger
of the one true God, the Creator of heaven and earth,
and denounced the folly and impiety of their idolatries.
He urged them to repentance, to belief, to baptism,
and promised as their reward temporal and eternal
peace. So far the Saxons seemed to have listened with
decent or awe-struck reverence; but when Lebuin
ccased to speak in this more peaceful tone, and de-
clared that, if they refused to obey, God would send
against them a mighty and unconquerable King who
would punish their contumacy, lay waste their land
with fire and sword, and make slaves of their wives and
children, the proud barbarians broke out into the utmost
fury; they threatened the dauntless missionary with
stakes and stones: his life was saved only by the inter-
vention of an aged chieftain. The old man insisted on
the sanctity which belonged to all ambassadors, above
all the ambassadors of a great God.

§ M:y, however, was probably the usual month for the German nationa
asscmblies, * Vit, %, Lebuini, apud Perts,
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The acts and language of Charles showed that he
warred at once against the religion and the freedom ot
ancient Germany. Assembling his army at
Worms, he crossed the Rhine, and marched
upon the Eresburg, a strong fortress ncar the Drimel.»
Having taken this, he advanced to a kind of religious
capital, either of the whole Saxon nation or at least of
the more considerable tribes. It was situated near the
source of the Lippe,” and contained the celebrated idol,
the Irmin-Saule.’

This may have been simply the great pillar, the
trunk of a gigantic tree, consecrated by immemorial
reverence, or the name may imply the war-god, or the
parental-god, or demi-god of the race, This notion
suits better with the simpler description of the idol in
the older writers. This rude and perhaps, therefore,
not less imposing idol, has been exalted into a great
symbolic image, either of the national deity or of the
nation, arrayed in fanciful attributes, which seem to
belong to a later mythology ;? and German patriotism
has delighted to recognise in this image consecrated by
the Teutonic worship, that of the great Teutonic hero,
Herman, the conqueror of Varus. Throughout the
neighbourhood the names and places are said to bear

The Irminsul.

= Supposed Stadbergen, in the| lantes, quod Latine dicitur universalis

bishopric of Paderborn,

» Eckhart (Pertz, p. 151) says dis-
tinetly that it was some way beyond
the Eresburg.

® Grimm, Deutsche Mythologie, 81
et seq., 208 et seg,, *Irminsaul,
colossus, altissima columna.” He
quotes Rudolf of Fulda: ¢Truncum
quoque ligni non parvee magnitudinis
in altum erectum sub divo colebant,
patrib eum lingud Irminsul appel-

columna, quasi sustinens omnia.” Yet
Irmin scems to have been the name of
a national god or demi-god.

P He was clothed in armour; his
fect rested on a field of flowers; in
his right hand he held a banner with
a rose in the centre, in his left s
balance; on his buckler was a lion
commanding other mimaln.—SPel:nan.
in Irminsul, .
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frequent and manifest allusion to this great victory over
Rome,—the field of victory, the stream of blood, the
strecam of the bones. Not far off is the field of Rome,
the mountain of Arminius, the forest of Varus.9

But whether rude and shapeless trunk, or symbolic
image of the Saxon god, or the statue of the Teutonio
hero, tho Irmin-Saule fell by the remorseless hands of
the Christian Frank.

The war of the Franks and the Saxons lasted for
thirty-three years;® it had all the horrors of an inter-
necine strife between two hordes of barbarians. The
armies of Charles were almost always masters of the
field; but no sooner were they withdrawn than the
indefatigable Saxons rose again, burst through the en-
croaching limits of the Empire, and often reached its
more peaceful scttlements. Hardly more than two
years after the capture of Eresburg, and of their more
sacred place, the site of the Irmin-Saule, they revenged
the destruction of their great idol by burning, or at-
tempting to burn, the church in Fritzlar,
founded by St. Boniface. It was said to have
been saved by the miraculous appearance of two angels
in white garments; possibly two of the younger eccle-
siastics! In their inroads they respected neither age,

Aug. 1, 775,

8 The neighbourhood of Dethmold
abounds with these sacred reminis-
cences, At the foot of the Teutberg
is Wintfield, the field of victory ; the
Rodenbach, the stream of blood ; and
the Knochenbach, where the bones of
the followers of Varus were found.
Feldrom, the field of the Romans, is
at po t distance. Rather farther
off, near Pyrmont, Hermansberg, the
mountain of Arminius and on the

banks of the Weser, Varenholz, the
wood of Varus,.~—Stepfer,, art, Armis
nius, in Biograph. Universelle.

* Luden is indignant at the destruc-
tion of this monument of German
freedom by the renegade Charlemagne,
~—Geschichte, iv. p. 234,

® From 772 to 805.

¢ Ann, Franc., A.D. 774, Bouquet,
p. 19.
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nor sex, nor order, nor sacred edifice; all was wrapped
in one blaze of fire, in one deluge of blood. But their
especial fury was directed against the monasteries and
churches. Widekind, the Lero of these earlier exploits,
was no less deadly an enemy of Christianity than of the
Franks. He began his career by destroying all the
Christian settlements in Friesland, and restoring the
whole land to heathenism."

The historians of Charlemagne denounce the perfidy
of the Saxons to the most solemn engagements; but in
fact there was no supreme government which had the
power or could be answerable for the fulfilment of
treaties. Each village had its chieftain and its frcemen,
independent of the rest; the tribes whose land Charles
occupied, or whose forests he menaced, submitted to the
yoke, but those beyond them held themselves in no way
bound by such treaties.x

After a few years, at a great Diet at Paderborn, the

Dietat whole nation scemed to obey tho summons of
an.11. Charles to acknowledge him as their liege lord.

Multitudes were baptized ; and all the more consider-
able tribes gave hostages for their peaceful conduct.
Yet but two years after, on the news of Charle-
magne’s defeat at Ror.cesvalles, they appeared
again in arms, with the indefatigable Widekind at

AD. 778,

11. Readvance to the Elbe. 12, Fure

® The Saxon Campaigns, according
ther campaign, 784, 13. Widekind

to Boehmer, Regesta : 1. Taking of

Eresburg, A.p. 772, 2. Charlemagne
crosses the Weser, Aug, 776. 3. To
the Lippe, 776. 4. Diet of Paderborn,
777. 5. Revolt of Saxons, who waste
as far as the Moselle, 778, 6. Advance
to the Weser, 779, 7. To the Elbe,
780. 8. Diet at Lippe Brunnen,
9, Capitulation of the Saxons, 782.

10, Great victory at Thietmar, 783. .

surrenders, and is baptised, 785. Thers
were, however, later insurrections,
and later progresses of Charlemagne
through the subjugated land.

3 "Q\un nec rege fuit saltem socfata 820

Ut le mlllt.le mer defenderet usu,
Sed hvnrﬂl divisa modis plek» omni§

Quot pagos tot pmne duces.”
Poeta Samo., ad ann, 112, v, 34
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their head: ho alone had kept aloof from the Diet at
Paderborn, having taken refuge, it was said,
with the King of Denmark, no doubt beyond
the Elbe. Notwithstanding their baptism and the
hostages, they rcached the Rhine, ravaging as they
went, threatened Cologne from Deutz, and were only
prevented from invading France by the difficulty of
crossing the river; along its right bank they burned
and slaughtered from Cologne to Coblentz. This sudden
sutburst was followed by the most formidable revolt,
put down by Charles’s victories at Dethmold and near
the river Mase. "Throughout the war Charlemagne
endeavourcd to subdue the tribes as he went on by the
terror of his arms j and terrible indecd were those arms!
On one occasion, at Verden-on-the-Aller, he massacred
4000 brave warriors who had surrendered, in cold blood,
Nor did he trust to the humanising influence of Christi-
anity alone, but to the diffusion of Roman manners, and
what might appear Roman luxury. The more sub-
missive chieftains he tried to attach to his person by
honours and by presents. The poor Saxons first becamo
acquainted with the produce of wealthy Gaul. To some
he gavo farms, whence they were tempted and enabled
to purchase splendid dresses, learncd tho use of money,
the pleasures of wine.

His frontier gradually advanced. In his first expe-
dition he had crossed the Drimel and the Lippe, and
veached the Weser ; but twelve years of alternate victory
and revolt had passed before he arrived at the Elbe,
In four years more, during which Widckind himself
submitted to baptism, although the unquiet people still

AD. 779,

¥ “ Predia preestiterat cum rex compluribus {llis
Ex quibus acciperent pretiosm tegmina vestis,
Argenti cumulos, dulcisque fluenta Lysel.’ .
Posta Saxo., iv. 130



78 LATIN CHRISTIANITY. BOoK V.

renewed their revolt, he reacned the sea, the limit of
the Saxon territory.*

The policy of Charlemagne in the establishment of
Estabish-  Christianity in the remote parts of Germany
ment of . .

Christianity.  was perhaps wisely incongruous. Though wars
of religion, they were waged entirely by the sccular
arm. He encouraged no martial prelate to appear at
the head of his vassals, or to join in the work of blood-
shed. On no point are his edicts more strong, more
frequent, or more precise, than in prohibiting the clergy
from bearing arms, or joining any military expedition.®
They followed in the wake of war, but did not mingle
init. A few priests only remained with the camp to
perform divine service, and to offer ministrations to the
soldiers. The religion, though forced upon the con-
quered, though baptism was the only security (a pre-
carious security, as it often proved) which the conqueror
would accept for the submission of the vanquished, yet
this was part of the treaty of peace, and as a pledge of
peace was fitly performed by the ministers of peace.
The conquest was complete, the carnage over, before
the priests were summoned to their office to baptise the
multitudes, who submitted to it as the chance of war, as
they would to the surrender of property or of personal
freedom. For this baptism no preparation was deemed

divinum  ministerium,” —

s ¢« Usque ad oceanum trans omnes
paludes et invia loca transitum est.”—
Ann, Tiliac. sub ann,

¢ “Jlortatu omnium fidelium nos-
trorum et maxime episcoporum et
reliquorum sacerdotum consultu, servis
Dei per omnia omnibus armaturam
portare vel pugnare, aut in exercitnm
et in hostem pergere, omnino prohi-
bemus, nisi illi tantummodo qui

propter
Caroli M. Capit. General. A.n. 769,
Carloman, A.D, 742, Pepin, 744, had
made similar enactments; but it
appears that the restraint was unwel.
come to some of the more warlike
of the order, Charlemagne was supe
posed to detract from their dignity
by protibiting them from ﬂmﬁng
arms,
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necessary ; the barbarians assented by thousands to the
crced, and were immediately immersed or sprinkled
with the regenerating waters. The clergy on the other
hand were exposed to the fury of the insurgent people
on every revolt : to hew down the crosses was the first
sign that the Saxons renounced allegiance, and baptism
was, according to their notion, cancelled by the renuncia-
tion of allegiance.

The subjugation of the land appeared complete before
Charlemagne founded successively his great goungations
religious colonics, the eight bishoprics of SfJtorries
Minden, Seligenstadt, Verden, Bremen,® Mun- e
ster, Hildesheim, Osnaburg, and Paderborn. These,
with many richly-endowed monasteries, like Herzfeld,
became the separate centres from which Christianity
and civilisation spread in expanding circles. But
though these were military as well as religious settlc-
ments, the ecclesiastics were the only foreigners. The
more faithful and trustworthy Saxon chieftains, who
gave the security of seemingly sincere conversion to
Christianity, were raised into Counts ; thus the profes-
sion of Christianity was the solo test of fealty, The
Saxon remained a conquered, but in some respects an
independent nation; it was ruled by a feudal nobility
and a feudal hierarchy. The Saxons paid no tribute to
the empire: Charlemagne was content with their pay-
ment of tithes to the clergy,—a part of his ecclesiastical
system, which was extended throughout his Transalpine
dominions. Yet even after this period another great
general insurrection broke out while Charles was en-
gaged in a war with the Avars; the churches were
destroyed, dreadful ravages committed. The revolt

b Dremen, founded July 14, 787,
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arose partly from the severe avarice with which the
clergy exacted their tithes, and the impaticnce of the
rude Germans at this unusual taxation. It was not till
ten thousand men had been transplanted from the
banks of the Elbe into Irance that the contest came to
an end. The gratitude of the Saxon poet, who wrote
under the Emperor Arnulf, for the conversion of his
ancestors to Christianity, dwells but slightly on the
sanguinary means used for their conversion, and their
obstinate resistance to his persuasive sword. On the
day of judgement, when the Apostles render an account
of the nations which they have converted, when Charle-
magne is followed into heaven by the hosts of his Saxon
proselytes, the poet expresses his humble hope that he
may be admitted in the train.

Charlemagne, in Christian history, commands a more
Cuartes important station even than for his subjuga-
legislavion,  tion of Germany to the Gospel, on account of
his complete organisation, if not foundation, of the high
feudal hierarchy in great part of Europe. Throughout
the Western Empiro was, it may be said, constitutionally
established this double aristocracy, ecclesiastical and
civih. Everywhero the higher clergy and the nobles,
and so downwards through the different gradations of
society, were of the same rank, liable to many of the
same duties, of equal, in some cases of co-ordinate,
authority. Each district had its Bishop and its Count;
the dioceses and counties were mostly of the same
extent, They held for some purposes common courts,
for others had separate jurisdiction, but of co-equal

power.
At the summit of each social pyramid, which rose by

¢ “Tam Carolum gandens Saxonam turba sequatur [
11li perpetuas gloria leetitie ;
O utinam vel cunotorum scquar ultimus borum *—v 685
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the same steps from the common base, the vast servile
class, which each ruled with the right of master and
possessor, or that of serfs attached to the soil, which
were gradually succeeding to the baser and more
wretched slavery of the Roman Empire,® stood the
Sovrans, the Emperor, and the Pope. So at least it was
in later times. At present Charlemagne stood alone on
his unapproachable height. As monarch of the Franks,
as King of Italy, still more as Emperor of the West, he
was supreme, the Pope his humble grateful subject.
Charlemagne, with tho title, assumed the imperial power
of a Theodosius or a Justinian. Ilis legislation em-
braces ecclesiastical as well as civil affairs. In the
general assembly, of which, with the nobles, they were
constituent parts, the assent of the bishops may be
expressed or implied; but the laws which fix the obli-
gations, the revenues, even the duties of the clergy, are
issued in the name of the Emperor; they are mon-
archical and imperial, not papal or synodical canons.
Already, indeed, the principles on which tho loftier
pretensions of the Church were hereafter to be grounded,
had erept imperceptibly in under the specious form of
religious ceremonies. The very title to the Frankish
monarchy, the Empire itsclf, had to the popular view
something of a papal gift. The anointing of the Kings
of Francoe had become almost necessary for the full
popular recognition of the royal title.® The part taken
by the Pope in the offer of the Empire to Charlemagne,

¢ On the slow and gradual transi-| had become of equal authority with
tion from slavery to serflom and|the New., The head of the Churen
villeinage, see Mr, Hallam’s supple-; was not merely the successor of the
mental note 79, and the remarkable | chief apostle, He was the high priest
q'uotatiog from M. Guerard, of the old Law, Samuel or Joas sa
* The Old Testament, which had| well as St, Peter.
suggested and sanctioned this ceremony,

VOL. TIT. (]
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his coronation oy the hands of the Pope in the same
manner, gave a vague notion, a notion to be matured
by time, that it was a Papal grant. He who could
bestow could withhold ; and, as it was afterwards main-
tained, he who could elevate could degrade; he who
could crown could discrown the Emperor.

But over the Transalpine clergy, Charlemagne had
Authorityor 10t only the general authority of a Teutonic
Chalemsgne. monarch and a Roman Emperor, he had like-
wise the same feudal sovereignty, founded on the same
principles, which he had over the secular nobility.
Their cstates were held on the same tenure ;
they had been invested in them, especially in
Germany, according to the old Teutonic law of conquest.
Every conquered territory, or a portion of it, became
the possession of the conquerors; it was a vast farm,
granted out in lots, on certain conditions; the king
rescrved certain portions as the royal domain, others
were granted to the warriors (the leudes), under the
title first of allodes, which gradually became benefices.f
But bishoprics and abbacies were originally, or became,
in the strictest sense benefices. The great ceclesiastics
took the same oath with other vassals on a change
of sovercign. They were bound, bishops, abbots and
abbesses, to appear at the Herr-bann of the sovercign.
Charlemagne submits them without distinction to the

‘T'ransalpine
hlerarchy.

! French learning, especially that of
M. Guizot, of M. Lehuerou, and of
the authors of the prefaces to the
valuable volumes of the ¢ Documents
In€dits,’ has exhausted every subject
relating to the national and social
institutions of the prefeudal and feudal
times ; the ranks and orders of men;
the growth of the cities; their guilds

and privileges; the particular tenure
and obligations of land. Mr. Hallam
has diligently watched, and in his
supplemental notes summed up with
his characteristic strong English sense
and fairness, the results of all these
vast and voluminous inquiries; not
only those of France, but those of
Belgium, England, Italy, Germany.
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visitation of his officers, who are to make inquest as to
their due performanc