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Preface

The Kanarese language has a very valuable and readable
literature of its own second in importance to none of the
ruling vernaculars of India, though limited almost wholly
to poetical works which are of the highest order. The Ancient
Kanarese Authors do not seem to have looked upon prose as
worthy of encouragement for no other reason than perhaps
that it presents none of those difficulties of elaboration as
beset the path of the poet; or because the sing-song character
of versified matter presented unique attractions hard to resit
and,conséquently all the more conducive to study inasmuch
as poetical works are as a rule got off by heart, and these
fore remembered for a much longer period than prose so as
to constitute the bulwark as it were of the literati.

Light reading may well be said to have found no favour
with writers of olden times as works of the kind have not
come to light as they would have if at all existent In modern
times as Western education advances, novels in the vernacu-
lar languages are springing up, and a few works on fiction
in Kanarese as well have adorned the literature of the day
in the Karnataka country.

The present Volume is the outcome of my maiden attempt
to contribute my humble mite to the stock of Light Literature
in that'language with which Iam somewhat familiar, and I
hope to secure for myself appreciative encouragement at
the hands of the critic.

Mangalore, B. B. R.
30th June, 1905.
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