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| - A RETROSPECT

INDIA has aways had its royal progresses and pageants, its coronations and
durbars. From the dawn of history, and before, the stories that come down
to us are all of kings and princes, their successons and their conquests, their
bounties and their bans. The Mahabharata tells us of a vast amphitheatre,
shaded by canopies of brilliant colours and resounding with a thousand trumpets,
erected on an auspicious and level plain outside what is now the city of Delhi,
where the princes and the citizens took their sets on platforms to witness a
ceremony of high state. In the Ramayana, too, we read how for the coro-
nation of the great hero prince the people—

" From the confines of the Empire, North and South and West and Eadt,
Came to s the consecration and to share the royal feast."

These classic assamblages have thus been familiar tales for many thousand
years, while the art of ceremonial had been described in the vedas of Indian
antiquity ages before Europe began to emerge from the mists of time. The
rules of ritual and the symbolisms of state have remained unchanged for centuries,
and it is not surprising, therefore, that these things have passed into the very
life of the people and become part of their corporate consciousness.

To the Indian, with all this behind him, a great public ceremony naturally
means more than it ever can to the matter-of-fact European, and when the
occasion is associated in some personal way with the sovereign ruler himself it
acquires a significance of which the Western mind can form no adequate
conception. For the attachment and devotion of the Indian to the person of
the monarch is no mere reasoned acquiescence and approval or instinctive senti-
ment born of tradition and centuries of habit. It risss altogether above the
sphere of secular things, for the Indian idea of sovereign power is one of those

3



4 A RETROSPECT [CHAP.

peculiarly oriental principles in which the spiritual and the mundane are closely
interwoven.

To the Musalman the monarch is " the shadow of God on earth, under
whom all the oppressed of his creatures sek shelter.” To the Hindu he is
not only the symbol of political power and authority, but is regarded aso as
intended in the economy of nature to " direct, mould and regulate such power
and authority along channels conducive to the promotion of the highest interests
of humanity." The king is endowed with the greatest of missions and con-
sequently with the fullest power. He is the embodiment of the highest ideals
of the community. His object is to secure observance of the eternal laws,
and it is in this capacity, as the champion of right and righteousness, that
his office is held to be spiritual and his person sacred.

In the words of the great lawgiver Manu, " he gladdens eyes and hearts
like the sun, and none on earth can take a full look at him."

In this way loyalty to the sovereign comes in India to have a much deeper
meaning than in countries where it is only a sentiment of respect to the political
head of the state and an acknowledgment of the supremacy which he represents,
and there are no peoples on the face of the earth who are more swift than
those of India at converting ideas into tangible facts, or among whom the
foundations of organized society, based on a genuine and heartfelt personal
allegiance, are, consequently, more secure. The Indian ruler of to-day, whether
he be of the same race as his people or an alien, is still regarded as their
"father and mother," as he was thousands of years ago. His word is above
dispute and his merest wish is a command. He is the sun of the local
firmament, and his office is inseparable from his person : his features are
familiar in every village, and it is his personal festivals, his birthdays and his
wedding-day, that are the great holidays of the people, which lend colour and
interest to their lives.

Even the greatest of the Asian kings, however, were lords only of a part of
the land. Asoka was limited by the Palar River, the Kushan rulers never got
beyond Benares, Mahomed Ghori stopped short in Central India, Ala-ud-din
knew nothing of Bengal, Akbar halted on the outskirts of the Deccan, and
Aurangzeb's great empire was torn at the heart. They had all been conquerors,
and they were conquered in their turn. It remained for a company of merchant
adventurers from the West, with a charter from the English Crown, to establish
an undisputed paramountcy not only over the vast territory of peninsular India,
from the borders of Persia to the marches of the Mongols, but dso over the
whole of the eastern sees from Egypt to the Pacific. The Company, however,
though supreme, was not really sovereign ; for the idea of government by
a distant committee unendowed with any distinct personality was altogether
beyond the grasp of a people who from time immemorial had been accustomed
toindividual rulers.



] THE PROCLAMATION OF THE EMPIRE 5

India remained, therefore, still only a geographical expression so far as
its own people were concerned, consisting of a number of separate political units,
each under the personal sway either of an hereditary native chief or of a British
administrator appointed by the Company. It was not yet organized as a single
commonwealth with a character and a destiny of its own, and, though there was
a Governor-General, and individual Englishmen claimed allegiance in particular
instances, they were all merely the delegated representatives of a soulless machine,
the "Company Bahadur,” a nebulous and intangible abstraction that entirely
failed to touch the imaginations of the people or to take account of the feelings
of distrust and dissatisfaction which were the inevitable result of so exotic
agrowth. There could be no doubt that, as an old writer of the Moghul times
had said, "the stability and solid dignity of regal Government must have
infinitely greater weight with Asiatick princes than the fluctuating unsteady
resolves of a company of private men."

Half way through the nineteenth century, Hindus and Musalmans alike
were impelled by all that was sacred to rally under the only monarch then
in view, the puppet king of Delhi. The tragedy of 1857 followed, and no one
but Queen Victoria herself was able to diagnose the dissese and prescribe the
remedy. With an unconscious statesmanship that will for ever bear the impress
of her own benign personality she saw at once what was lacking, and in token
of the strong and genuine sympathy that she felt, she sought to soothe the
wounds of India by drawing it more closely to herself.

The proclamation of the direct supremacy of the British Crown, simple and
natural enough as it appears at the present day in the light of what has followed,
was a stroke of genius at the time. " It seded the unity of Indian government
and opened a new era" It was the act of a great Sovereign mother which
appealed to oriental sentiment as nothing else could have done. An entirely new
keynote was struck. Her Majesty directed her Minister to issue the great
announcement, " bearing in mind that it is a female Sovereign who spesks
to more than a hundred millions of Eastern people on assuming the direct
government over them and, after a bloody war, giving them pledges which her
future reign is to redeem and explaining the principles of her government."
" Such a document," said Her Majesty, " should breathe feelings of generosity,
benevolence, and religious toleration, and point out the privileges which the
Indians will receive in being placed on an equality with the subjects of the
British Crown."

It was the greatest event in a long history of great things. Now for the
first time on record the whole of the vast continent of India, greater in extent
than Europe itself, excluding Russia, acknowledged not only the hegemony of a
single power, but the guardianship of a single person.

Some time, however, had to elapse before the loose, unknitted threads
of feudal subordination or quasi-international agreement could be bound together
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in a bond of common interest.  Suspicion was rife, and communications were
difficult. Indiawas divided into watertight compartments; and Lord Canning,
the Viceroy, instead of holding one great assemblage to explain the blessings
which the Crown had bestowed, and to give tangible proof of the Sovereign's
goodwill, had need to travel about from province to province and from state to
state to hold separate functions at the capitals of each.

It was from these durbars and semi-royal progresses, these revivals of the old
tradition, that the country first appreciated the change that had taken place ; but
fears and doubts die hard in the East, and it was not till the future king,
Edward V I |, then Prince of Wales, visited Indiain 1875-6, that there was any
general consciousness of a rule that fulfilled the ideas and aspirations of the
people. When this was attained, the time had come for a still further step, and,
after hearing from her own son of the unanimity of sentiment which his visit
had evoked, the Queen herself, with a view " specially to mark Her Majesty's
interest in this great Dependency of Her Crown and Her Royal confidence
in the loyalty and affection of the Princes and People of India," decided
to undertake the more exalted task of an Imperial responsibility. The title
of Empress, which Her Majesty assumed in 1877, meant a strengthening of the
tie and a broadening of its basis. It was a high compliment to the native rulers,
and it raised them to a new plane. It gave a definite shape to the conception
of the commonwealth : it substituted association for subordinance, and progress
for stagnation.

The barriers of distrust had been broken down already, and those of distance
had disappeared with the advent of the railway. Socia bulkheads, too, showed
signs of giving way. This time, therefore, the Viceroy was able, in the name of
the Crown, to summon all the great Chiefs and officials tojoin him in a single
celebration of the event, and to be sure of their attendance.

The notion of an Empire in which both Europeans and Asiatics should be
ruled by a monarch who was indifferent to the distinction between them
and was looked on by all equally as their sovereign, had been formed some two
and twenty centuries before by Alexander the Great, but there it remained until
the intuitive sympathies of a woman and the instinctive statesmanship of
an English queen achieved what had not been found possible either by him or
by any one of the great leaders who succeeded him over the pesses of India. The
common homage of the English and the Indians to a single throne suggested an
entirely new bass of mutual relationship, and the whole of India, oppressed by
conquerors and depressed by conquest, saw the promise of a new life and a return
to the old ideals. The meeting of racial foes and diverse elements at Lord
Lytton's assemblage was an earnest of unity and concord, and during the years
that followed there was ample proof that the Imperial purpose was bearing good
fruit. The awakening was remarkable. Indian troops went gladly to the wars
beyond the seas: Indian Princes journeyed to England to take a prominent part



T R e
Photo.

His Excellency Baron Hardinge of Penshurst, P.C, GM.SI, GM.IE,
Governor General of India.

Jeakins.






1] THE ACCESSION OF EDWARD VII 7

in the Jubilee rejoicings; they also set apart a portion of their forces as a special
contribution to the defence of the Empire. For the first time in its history India
enjoyed a quarter of a century of complete peace within its borders ; education
and medical relief were brought within the reach of all, communications were
increased a thousand times, the spectre of famine was hunted down, schemes for
material advancement that were unsurpassed in magnitude and boldness had been
carried out, and commercial prosperity was such as had never yet been known
The Empress herself kept Indians always near her as a perpetual reminder of her
obligations and to show her sympathy by learning something of their language
and customs. And when at last her long and glorious reign came to an end,
India mourned her loss with a depth of feeling for which the world had
no parallel. The people knew her as the great mother who had given life
to their land, and who, in the words of his present Majesty, " though never
privileged to s her Indian subjects in their own countries, seemed to have
the peculiar power of being in touch and in sympathy with all classes of
this continent."

In 1901 the first Emperor of all India ascended the Throne in her stead,
and a great wave of desire swept over the land to give some formal expression
to the new consciousness and to rejoice at the accession of a sovereign who
already knew India and its peoples personally. The presence at the Coronation
of chosen representatives from each province and group of States, though
a necessary consequence of India's proud position in the Imperial polity, was
not enough. If a Durbar had been held in 1877, at least a similar display
was called for to mark the first accession since the Empire was created and to
show that the Imperial sway had now become dynastic. Something was
required aso to express the growth of unity and the interest of all in its
advancement; men wanted, too, a landmark where they could halt and take
stock of the progress that had been made before moving on to the next stage.
Among the people the gateway had been opened to the learning of the West,
and extraordinary results were beginning to appear, while the Ruling Princes,
who had been hailed by the last Viceroy of the Empress as his partners in the
administration of the country, were already feeling a stronger sense of their own
dignity and the greatness of the scheme in which they figured. The traditional
durbar was inevitable : it was demanded, if by nothing else, by the crisis of the
time, and the splendid and impressive scene enacted at Delhi on the 1st January
1903 was the result. In Lord Lytton's Durbar the Chiefs and the Governors
had sat apart from the Viceregent of the Crown : they had their own separate
entrances, and their part in the ceremony was an amost passive one. The
Viceroy did everything: the public had no part at all, though they crowded
in behind the dais to the number of some hundreds. In Lord Curzon's Durbar
all, Chiefs and Governors alike, were ranged in token of partnership, with the
Viceroy himself as their leader, at equal distances round the Royal Standard,
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the symbol of the Emperor. And this time adso the Chiefs, with unmistakable
pleasure and sincerity, took an imposing and important part in the ceremony,
which was also witnessed by many tens of thousands of the genera public, who
were allotted a definite though very distant place in the proceedings. In 1877
there was only the ceremony at Delhi: in 1903 the Durbar had its echo
throughout the length and breadth of Indiain the local celebrations that were
everywhere held, thus demonstrating that the King was Emperor of a more
loyal and an infinitely greater India than had ever owned the sway of any
other ruler.

But the Durbar was more than a mere reflection of the signs of the times;
it also shed alight of its own that revealed the Indian Empire for the first time
as a full-grown, living form. The Princes and people alike, to use the
Viceroy's own words, learned that " under the benign influence of the British
Crown they were one, that they were not scattered atoms in a heterogeneous
and cumbersome mass, but co-ordinate unitsin a harmonious and majestic whole."
Everywhere it was known " that upon the Throne of the East is seated a power
that has made of the sentiments, the aspirations, and the interests of three
hundred millions of Asiatics, a living thing, and the units in that great
aggregation have learned that in their incorporation lies their strength." The
entire people was " lifted for a little space out of the rut of their narrow and
parochial lives to catch a glimpse of a higher ideal, an appreciation of the
hidden laws that regulate the march of nations and the destinies of men." The
great aim of Lord Curzon was to organize India for peaceful development
within and to fortify it for efficient resistance to pressure from without. His
chief desirewas to show that participation in the Empire involved responsibilities
as well as rights, and that the links which held it together were " not iron
fetters forged for the weak by the strong"; nor "artificial couplings that will
snap asunder the moment that any unusual strain is placed upon them"; but
" silken strands that have been woven into a strong cable by the mutual
instincts of pride and duty, of self-sacrifice and esteem."  Shortly afterwards
there came an offer from the Princes to broaden the basis of their Imperial
Service contributions, and they gave other indications of a desire for a greater
degree of co-operation. In the provinces there arose, among the educated
middle classes, a conscious aspiration for a share in their own politics. Every-
where, after the Durbar, the pulse beat faster and life was strengthened by the
knowledge of power and community. But there was one thing lacking. The
hope had been cherished that the Emperor himself, as the visible embodiment
of the new spirit, might have been able to preside in person at his Durbar, but
the cares of state prevented him from undertaking so long an absence from
Great Britain. India desired earnestly to look on the face of its own Sovereign.
Very few remained who had seen the Prince of Wales in 1876, and of those
fewer still realized that he was the same as the great monarch of a quarter of
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the whole human race to whom they owed allegiance. His Majesty sent
messages  of sympathetic and affectionate regard, and these were gladly
received ; but he himself was far away, and the oriental mind remained
unsatisfied.

It was, therefore, with feelings of the greatest contentment that at the
beginning of 1905 the news was received of the Emperor's resolve to entrust
his own son and heir with a mission of goodwill and benefit to his distant
subjects in India. " To us, Indians,” said an eminent citizen of Bombay, who
voiced the common sentiment, " the King is but the embodiment of all that
is good and noble, and the presence amongst us of our future Emperor cannot
but stir our hearts to their inmost depths. Beside evoking sentiments of loyalty,
such Royal visits serve to bring the members of the Royal Family into personal
and actual contact with the subject races of India, and enable them to acquaint
themselves at first hand with our hopes and ambitions, our ne