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PREFACE.

The present Telugu publication isa Yakshagana
or opera mainly intendd to be gecited by street-bards.
The subject is the life of VIPRANARAYANA, on: of
the 12 Alwars of Vaishnavite cult. He is otherwise
called BHAKTANGHRIRENU in sanskrit and TONDARADI-
popI ALwAR in Tamil. The author of this work is
Vijayaraghavanayaka, the last Nayak King of Tanjorc
(1633 to 1673 A. D.). He was a great devotee, like his
ancestors, of the Vaishnava cult, and was proud to call
himsell “Mannarudasa’ or the servant of Sri Rajagopala-
swami, the presiding deity at Mannargudi, about 29 miles
south-cast of Tanjore. The author, as well as his fathcr
Raghunatha Nayaka, was a great patron of learning and
arts, in general, and Telugu literature in particular. and
they have themselves bon great pocts and authors of
standard works in subjects like music.

Vijayaraghavanayaka has himself given a list of his
own Teclugu works in one of his Yakshaganas, namely
“Prahladacharitramu”. The list contains more than
50 works comprising Natakas, Yakshaganas, Dvipada-
kavyas and translations in Telugu Dvipada metre ol
famous Sanskrit works like Padukasahasram. Mention
must specially be made of his two historical works on the
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life of his own father, Raghunatha. One isa Yakshagana
called Raghunathabhyudayamu and the other a Dvi-
pada Kavya, called Raghunathanayakabhyudayamu.

These two works have been «dited and printed and
will be issued shortly.

The Yakshagana is a dramatic rccitation in songs
and prose, developed chiefly in the Andhra country.
They are gencrally sung by h-reditary bards to the
accompanim 'nt of drums and other musical instruments.
For a fuller history of Yakshaganas, the recad«r is referred
to the detailcd account of it in the Telugu introduction
of the editors of this work.

The traditional version of the life of saint Vipra-
narayana is as follows:—

The saint devoted his life to the service of Tord
Sri Ranganatha, the presiding deity of Srecrangam.
He had unfortunately contracted the freindship of a
courtrzan or dancer of the temple.  All the same he had
a derp d:votion for the Lord Ranganatha. The Lord
wanted to wean his devot:e from the evil influenc: of
the courtezan and played a grim practical joke with that
end in view,  Once of the golden fonts usually placed
before the d.ity suddenly disappeared, and was traced
in the home of the courtezan in question. Evidence was
forthcoming that it was handed over to h r by somebody
calling himself a servant of Vipranarayana. Vipra-
narayana was therefore accused and brought before the
King’s tribunal. He was non-plussed and protested his
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innocence.  But in the face of overwhelming evidence
and probabilities, it was of no avail and Vipranarayana
was Jound guilty.  But the king was so much struck
by the perfcetly innocent demeanour of the accused,
that he could not make up his mind to trust his own
judgment.  He therefore deferred pronouncing the sen-
tence and prayed to Sri Ranganatha to throw light on
the mystery.  That same night the King had a drcam
in which the Lord appeared before him and told him
that it was He that removed the font to the courtezan’s
house and had taken it back, and that this was done to
free his devotee from her clutches.

The King rose from his dream, hurried to the place
where Vipranarayana was kept in confinement, ordered
his release and fell at his feet and begged his pardon;
Vipranarayana however, felt the ignominy of the public
cxposure of his freindship with the courtezan so much,
that thenee-forward he turned an ascctic spending all his
time in the service of the Lord and in singing his praise.
His songs numbcring 55 are among the most moving
stanzas of the 4,000 Divya Prabandhas in Tamil.

In this Yakshagana, however, the scene of action is
changcd to Mannargudi and the King before whom he
appears is Vijayaraghava himself. This aspect of this
version is one of the reasons which makcs onc pausc
-before ascribing the authorship of this work to Vijaya-
raghava himself, although the introductory portion of
this work attributes it to him.
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Other reasons are also given by the learned editors

why this work must have been composed by some other

person.

Whocever the author may be, the work contains
high-class Telugu literature in songs, verses and prose
and has therefore been selected for publication.

The work has been very carefully edited with
a learned introduction by Sri A. Mahadcva Sastri and
Sri V. Sundara Sarma, our Telugu Pandits, to whom

our thanks are due.

We are greatly indebted to the Madras Government
for their timely grants which have enabled us to publish
this and other valuable works of this Library.

T.M.S.S. M. Library, S. GOPALAN,
TAaNJORE, 1950. Honorary Secretary.
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