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that erume might be blended with theirr mutual affection.
Thiz was a popular rumour, which never had any other
foundation than in the malice of the courtiers.”
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One morning, when he was waxing his moustache in
front of a mirror he saw in the glass two slave girls who were
standing bebind him making derisive gestures to each other
in mockery of their master’s feeble virility. This wasa
subject on which the old man was deeply sensitive. He at
once ordered a large supply of aphrodisiacs. After taking an
overdose of these he fell into so deep a stupor tbat, in manu.
cci’s phrase he could not even smell the smell of an apple.
He never recovered consciousness”
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bad. Indeed it seems to me that any one who professes an
ardent admiration for the Taj must look at it without baving
any standards of excellence in his mind...Compare it with
these and the imperial mausoleum at once takes its proper pl-
acein the heirarchy of art-well down the best. But it is made
of marble. Marble, I perceive, covers a multitude of sins.”
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