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FOREWORD

|H HERE has come into my possession a
collection of letters written between
1822 and 1839 by my great-grandmother,
Mrs. Robert Low, to her son Johnin India, which
were found after his death—at the great age of
ninety-one—at the family home in Fife. During
this period, voluminous notes, amounting often
to complete copies, were kept by himof hishome
correspondence and, after his final retirement,
were bound together in a thick, silver-clasped
album.
The period of his service—1805-58—was an
interesting and critical one on India.! Of it
Professor G. N. Trevelyan writes:

A new snse of the security of our rule in the East,
together with the fullness of the Company's money chest,
led to progressive improvements in the methods of the
British Ra.

The noble traditions of the Indian Civil Service were
created by public servants like Sir Charles Metcalfe & the -
Scots sent out in such numbers by Dundas. Though still
owing their original appointmentsto a system of personal
favour & political patronage, they were already of a
very different type from the parasites & adventurers
through whom & against whom Clive & Warren Hastings
so often had to work. . . .

The British were entering into the third period of their
relationswith the East. A hundred & fifty years of quiet

i British History in the 19th Centyry (Chap, xx, " From
the Napoleonic Wars to the Mutiny'”)

XV



FOREWORD

trading had been followed by fifty Kears of conquest, not
unaccompanied by plunder. ~ The third period of organ-
ized rulefor thebeneflt of the Indians had now fully sgt'in.

Although there are many gaps in this inter-
change of letters, enough remain to give a
peculiarly intimate glimpse into this Scotch family
circle of a century ago, both at home and in India.

In those days family affection had to be of a
strong and enduring quality to survive the long
separation and dearth of communication entailed
by an Indian career.

The mails were carried by the Company's
magnificent fleet of Indiamen,—armed vessds of
1,200 to 1,500 tons, in all respects resembling His
Majesty's ships of war (there was in fact a some-
what bitter rivalry between them), but as the
voyage to Calcutta took from four to six months,
a year frequently elapsed before the answer to
a letter could be received. To a young man in
the eighteenth and early nineteenth century, the
embarkation in one of those splendid ships was
a serious business indeed, although the fact that
he was sailing to an unknown land from which,
more probably than not, he would never return,
is not likely to have damped the spirits of buoyant
youth, and the risk of encounter with a French
Privateer lent a spice of excitement to the long
and monotonous voyage.

Born in December, 1788, and educated at the
University of St. Andrews, John Low sailed in
1804, at the age of sixteen, as an Ensign in the
Madras Army.

Before he left home, a lad three years older
than himself, David Wilkie, son of the Minister
of a neighbouring parish, was commissioned to

XVI
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come over and paint,’ for the sum of five pounds
apiece, three portraits—of John himself—of his
next sister, and the man she was about to
marry.

The first is the most pleasing of the three, and
depicts a slender boy, with an expression at once
wistful and resolute, dressed in a blue coat and
frilled shirt, a bunch of seds dangling below the
short buff-coloured waistcoat. Against a murky
background, a burst of gun-fire indicates his future
profession.

His sister Catherine, who was eighteen and the
beauty of the family, was married shortly before
his departure. The ceremony took place in the
drawing-room, after which, cladin ascarlet riding-
habit, sherode off with her hushand, accompanied,
strangely enough, by her young brother, apparently
in the capacity of chaperon! The honeymoon was
spent at Loch Leven, where John subsequently
narrowly escaped drowning, the couple being on
that occasion distantly, and no doubt pleasurably
occupied.

At the time that this correspondence opens (no
earlier letters have survived) he had already been
away from home for eighteen years, and twenty
more were to elapse before destiny permitted him
to revisit his native land, for time after time the
longed-for date had to be postponed.

The earlier part of his career gave him much
varied service in the field. He was attached to
the 59th Foot (now the 2nd East Lancashire
Regiment) in the Java expedition against the

! In 1804 Wilkie painted a series of portraits, the proceeds
of which enabled him to go to London and start work in the
schools of the Royal Academy.
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Dutchin 1811, and was blown up and temporarily
disabled at the storming of Fort Cornells.

In 1812-13 he served as Persian Interpreter
and Head of the Intelligence Staff to Colonel
Dowse in the 3rd Mahratta campaign, and in 1816
was in Commissariat Charge of Baron Tuyl's force
sent against the Guntoor rebels, while as extra
aide-de-camp to Sir John Malcolm,* he took part
in the battle of Maheidpore in December, 1817.

From the moment that John Low came under
the notice of that great soldier-administrator, his
future was assured, and their relationship was
thenceforth marked by an unfailing kindly interest
and appreciation on one side, and on the other
by a boundless admiration and affection.

The following year saw him employed as First
Political Assistant to Malcolm, and, incredible as
it may seem, with only the rank of Lieutenant,
dispatched at the head of a force of three thousand
men and ten guns, to pacify the Chindwaradistrict,
and he was later entrusted with the difficult task
of inducing the Peishwar, Badjee Rao, to place
himself under British protection.

The vacillating character of the latter, who was
kept in a state of perpetual terror by the intrigues
of his Court, was graphically described by my
grandfather in his report to his Chief, and it
appears to have required an almost superhuman
patience, coupled with stern resolution, to bring
the negotiations to a successful conclusion.

In 1819 he was placed in charge of the sur-

! Sir John Malcolm, Indian soldier and administrator (1769-
1833). He came of a remarkable family. His father was a
small farmer in Dumfriesshire, all of whose sons had dis-
tinguished careers.
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rendered Peishwar as Resident at Bithur, a castle
near Cawnpore. Incidentally the latter's adopted
son, the notorious Nana Sahib, was destined to
play a sinister role in a later chapter of Indian
history!

From that time onwards John Low's services
were entirely in the political line. From Bithur
he was sent, as Resident, to Jaipur, and subse-
quently to Gwalior and Lucknow, which latter
appointment he held for eleven years. The earlier
period of his career in the political line was avery
lonely one. In those days the position of British
Agent at the smaller native Courts was one of
extreme isolation and entailed being cut off from
all European society. It must have been during
these years that he gained that insight into the
native mind, which caused John Kaye (in his
History of the Segpoy War) to speak of himin the
Mutiny days as:

The Nestor of the Political Service, a veteran without
astain ; no man had so large an acquaintance with the
Native Courts of India; no man knew the temper of the
people better than John Low.

He could sse with their eyes & speak with their tongues
& read with their understanding.

With his marriage in 1829 a new era set in for
him, and his later letters abound with references
to his young wife's relations, who were repre-
sentatives of the third generation—on both sides
of the family—destined to serve the East India
Company.

The appearance in 1931 of a book setting forth
the history of my grandmother's family—John
Shakespear of Shadwell and His Descendants,
1619-1931, by Lieut-Colonel John Shakespear,

XiX



FOREWORD

CLE., D.S.O0.* (in which the writer expresses
himself indebted to my father for some of his
material)—proved a mine of information, not only
regarding those members of it who figure in the
letters, but their immediate forbears, whose lives
were interwoven with earlier developments in the
scope and activities of John Company, and whose
careers brought them into close and friendly
contact with Warren Hastings.

Some of these earlier records are therefore
included in these pages, as giving atypical picture
of the " va et vient" of successive generations
between this country and India—in which, as is
fitting, the ladies take their place.

After 1839 " sequence of letters between John
Low and his family was preserved, but there
remained at Clatto, the Fife home, a quantity
of other correspondence, both from personal
friends and from those with whom he was officially
associated.

During the last years of his service—1848-58
—while acting as Governor-General's Agent in
Rajputana, as Resident at the Court of the Nizam,
and after his final transference to Calcutta as
Military Member of the Supreme Council, many of
these letters, in particular the private ones received
from Lord Dalhousie and Lord Canning, not only
refer to the momentous events then taking place
in India, but contain frequent allusions to his
own personal life and activities, thus finding a
fitting place in these garnered records, which
contain, as a connecting link, the story of one
man's pilgrimage.

! Printed for private circulation by the Northumberland
Press.
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My thanks are specialy due to Colonel J.
Shakespear for his invariably kind help and
sympathy, also to Mrs. Davidson, granddaughter
of Susan Foulis, for the many items of family
information with which she has supplied me.

URSULA LOW.

* * * % *

The appended tables are given, in addition to
the data supplied in the footnotes, for the use of
such readers as are chronologically minded.

January 1936.
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(LOW)

(The names of children who died in infancy are not included.)

Robert Low, merchant of Dunfermline, m. in 1743 Katherine, d. of John
Stobie, of Wester Luscar.

1st Generation

2nd  Generation

3rd Generation

Robert Low of | 1. Charlotte, 1784-1862,| (No issue.)
Clatto (only sur- wife of (1) Samuel
viving child), m. Charteris  Somer-
in 1782 Susanna ville, W.S., and (2)
Elizabeth Mal- John Mill.
colm. (See Tabldg
11))
2. Katherine, 1786-f 1. William Deas, 1806-43

1873, wife of Col.
Alexander Deas, of
Hilton.

. Robert Deas.

(Madras Lt. Cav-
alry), m. and left one
d

.Catherine Deas, 1809-

55-

. Alexander Deas, 1811-

42 (5th Native In-
fantry), killed at K a-

bul.
B. 1813,
died young.

3. John (Gen. Sir John

Low, K.C.B.,
G.C.S.1.), 1788-
1880, m. Augusta
Shakespear. (See
Table I'11.)

~N o

.Charlotte Herbert,

1833-53, m. Sir
Theophilus Metcalfe.
Died after the birth
of her son, Sir Charles
Metcalfe, Bt., 1853-
1928.

. William Malcolm L ow,

1835-1923  (Bengal
C. Service).

. Robert (Gen. Sir R.
Low, G.C.B.), 1838-
1911.

. John Alwes Low, 1840-
1932 (R.H.A.).

.Irvine Low, 1841-81

(Major Bengal Cav-
alry).

. Augusta, 1844-1921.
. Selina, 1845-1927.
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|—continued

1st Generation

2nd Generation

4. William Low, 1792-
1874 CoI Madras
Army 1)&Mar-
garet, d. of lex-
ander Gibson Hun-
ter, of Blackness,
and @ Thomasina
Agnes, d. of Sir
James Foulis, Bt.,
of Colinton.

5. Susanna, 1793 1865
wife of Gen. Sir
David Foulis, of
Cairnie Lodge.

3rd Generation

(No issue)

(A son and daughter.)

1. Archibald Foulis, 1813-
53 (MadrasH.A.).

2. David Foulis, 1814-55
(MadrasMedical Ser-

3. Rober% Foulis, of Cair-
nie Lodge, 1821-96.
4 John George Foulis,

6. Maria, 1794-1886,
wife of Gen. Alex-
ander Bethune of
Blebo.

7. Geor inaMowbray,
786, died c. 1 63

1. Susan, 1821- 1900 wife
of David Glllesp|e
of Mountguhanie.

2. Margaret, 1323-99, m.

George Paton,
ator of the Col-
lege of Justice, and
Major Malcolm

aton.

3. Alexander Bethune of
Blebo, 182 4-1900
42nd Highlanders).

4, Ro ert Bethune, 1827-

904 (Major Gordon
nghlanders)

8. Henry Malcolm Low,
1798-1858. (Dled
at Meadi Pegu.)
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(MALCOLM)

Dr. John Malcolm, Senior Surgeon ist Royals, m., c. 1756, Anne Gould.

1st Generation

1. John McColme, or Malcolm,
1758-1822 (Major E. I. Co.'s
Service), m. Eleanor Todd.

2nd Generation

1. Robert Malcolm, M .D., of Edin-
burgh.

2. James Fryer Malcolm, R.N.

3. JohnMalcolm,M.D.

(Three daughters.)

2. Robert Malcolm, 1765-96, 27th

Regiment (Inniskillingsé)t.
Killed at the taking of St.
Lucia.

3. Susanna Elizabeth, 1760-1843,
wife of Robert Low. (See
Table1.)

4. Charlotte, m. in 1782 Major
Lloyd Hill (ist Guards). Died
in1841.

5. Maria, m. in 1787 William (after-
wardsSir William Fettes, Bt.).
Died in 1836.

Susan, her only surviving child
(b. before 1794), died in 1823.

William Fettes (Advocate). Died
in Berlin, est. 27, in 1815.
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John Shak

Mary, d. of the

(SHAKESPEAR)

ear Wrrter in the Bengal Service), m. in 1782 at Laycock,
Davenport and Martha Talbot, of Laycock

bey.

1st Generation

1. John Talbot Shake&grar 1783-

1822530§Bengal C vice
inl AmelraﬁEmlly
eray. (SeTablelV?)

ack-

2. William Olrver Shakesp
1784-1838 (Madras Civil Sa-

vrce2 m. Leonora Charlotte,

d Charles Maxtone, M. CS.

3 Henr Davenport Shakesp
1786-1838 (Bengal C. Service),
m. Caroline, d. of B. Muirson,

Esq.

4. Arthur Shakespear 1789 1845
(entered the Army as a cornet
in the 2nd Dragoon Guards.
Later transferred to the 3rd
Dragoon Guards and the 18th
and 10th Hussars, in which last
regiment he fought at Water-
l00), m. Harriet, d. of Thomas
Skrp Dyot- Bucknall, Esq.

5. Mary Anne, 1793 1850 wrfe of
the Rev. Francis Thackeray.
(See Table 1V.)

(Seven children.)

2nd Generation

1. Emily, 1804-87, wife of William
Fléming Dick, Beng C.
Service.

2. John Dowdeswell espear

1806-67 (Bengal Artrllery
WIolng |n,\t/|haekP |t|cal Servrce

illiam eace Shakespear,

1807-35 (Be?t%al Artillery).

Au?usta Ludlow, 1809—93 wife
abClaen Sir John Low. (See

el

. George Trant Shakespear (Ben-

a?C Service), 1%?0 44(

Srr Richmond Campbell Shake-

speer C B. (Benga Artillery),

7. Charlotte '1813-49, wife of J. H.
Crawford, Bengal C. Service.
8. Marianne, 1816-91, wife of
Colonel Archlba]d
Bengal Engineers.
9. Selina, 1820-1908.

>~ w

(2B

Irvine,

(Eight chrldren )

(Th| rteen chrldren )
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TABLE IV (THACKERAY)

William Makepeace Thackeray (Writer inthe E.|. Co's. Service), m. in
1776 at Calcutta, Amelia, d. of Lt.-Col. Richmond Webb.

1st Generation
1. William Thackeray, 1778-1823
(Member of the Madras Coun-
cil). Died of fever, at sea

2nd Generation

2. Amelia(dwaysknownasEmily),
1780-1824, wife of John Tal bot
Shakespear. (SeeTablelll.)

3. Richmond Thackeray, 1781—
1816 (Bengal C. Service), m
Anne Becher.

4. Augusta, 1785- 1849 ‘wife of (1)
John Elliot, BCS and (2

Dr. F. Halllday (Dled in
Paris.)

5. Charlotte, 1786-1854, wife of
John  Ritchie. (Diedin
Paris.)

6. Webb T-rTaEkeray, 1788-1807
f(Madras C. Service). Died of
ever.

7.Thomas Thackeray, 1789-18141

(Lt. Bengal Army).
action.

Killedin

"William Makepeace Thackeray (the
novelist), 1811-63.

‘Noissue.

1. William Ritchie, 1817-62 (Ad-
vocate-General of Bengal), m.
Augusta Trimmer and left
eight children. His third
son, Richmond (afterwards
Sir Richmond Ritchie), mar-
ried his cousin, the elder
daughter of William Make-

ﬁeeceThackera

2. John Ritchie (Ensign Bengal
Army). Died in 1847, at. 23.
Three daughters.

8. St. John Thackeray, 1791-1824
(Madras C. Service). Killed
in action.

9. Rev. Francis Thackeray, 1793-
1842, m. Mary Anne Shake-
spear. (SeeTablelll.)

10. Charles Thackeray, 1794- 1846
(Barrister of the Inner Tem-
ple) Died at Calcutta.

Four children, one of whom died
in infancy. (The younger son
was Sir Edward Talbot Thack-
ey, V.C., 1837-1927.)

11, Sarah Jane Henrietta, 1797-
1847, wife of Robert Lang-
slow, Attorney-General In
|I\/IaJta and afterwardsin Cey-
on

Two sons.
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'CHAPTER |
Letters to . Helena, 1822-1823

HN LOW had been for three years acting as
Resident at Bithur in charge of the sur-

rendered Peishwar, when in 1822 a complete
break-down in health made it necessary for
him to leave India for the Cape, from whence,
under medical advice, he took ship for St. Helena.
He left his post with great reluctance, and it
appears, from a letter written some years later
to his mother, that the relations between this
native prince and himself were on a very friendly
footing.

It refers to a commission entrusted to her before
his departure.

| find that | have never mentioned the kaleidoscope.
It did not reach Badjee Rao's hand for four years, but
| at last had an opportunity of delivering it to him
myself, & he was much pleased, not so much at the
thing in itself, for he had aready seen one, but he is
very much attached to me, & finding that my mother
even turned her thoughts to him in his downfall was
most gratifying, he said to his fedlings.

He even shed tears, & when taking leave of me he
again alluded to it, saying that he had received such
kindness from me as he could never forget, & that he
prayed the Supreme Being to make me a Bramin® in
the next change in this world, & that | should in due
time be absorbed in the Deity!!

1 The spelling of the original letters retained throughout.
|



FIFTY YEARS WITH JOHN COMPANY

John's sojourn in the island of St. Helena seems
to have been melancholy.

He was suffering from an illness in which both
lungs and liver were affected, the much-lauded
climate proved disappointing, and to crown all,
he was for long entirely without news, either from
India, where at this time he had a brother and a
married sister, or from Scotland, his correspon-
dence having been chasing him round the globe.

This was a real deprivation to a sick and lonely
man, whose affections were deeply rooted in the
home of his boyhood. Devoted to both his
parents, it is evident that the mother's influence
had been the moulding force of his life, and her
simple homely letters entirely fulfilled their pur-
pose of keeping him in close and intimate touch
with the home circle, whose quiet lives were mainly
passed in the " Kingdom of Fife" and in Edin-
burgh.

St. Helena was however a regular port of call,
and he himself was sending letters home by every
available ship. Under date of August 2nd in his
letter-book stands the following quaint reflexion :

Don't know whether | may address the letter to her
;hls mother] or to my father. It is of no uence,
or | can conscientioudy say that | hardly know which
g;‘f g}e two posess the greatest share of my respect &

ion.

The various accounts | have had from different Indians
who have visited Clatto, added to my own recollections,
combine to make me truly proud of them both.

Pecuniary matters were worrying him at the
time. His father, a kind-hearted, generous man,
was in money difficulties, and he determined to
send £200 a year to his parents.

2



LETTERS TO ST. HELENA

| could without inconvenience send much more money
when | return to my station. Can do nothing here
owing to the heavy expenses | am subject to, & the
deduction of my saary till | return to Bithoor.

The 16th October proved to be a joyful day.
The Henry Poucher called in with mails from
India, bringing a letter from his sister.

At last had the satisfaction to receive a letter from
Susan, particularly acceptable as it gives good accounts
of the family, both in India & Europe.

Have been without intelligence for fifteen months from
home & from India for eight.

On the 16th November he mentions in a letter
to his father that

. it has been the wettest season that has ever been
known on this island during the recollection of the oldest
man.

It was well for the tragic prisoner at Longwood
that he had made his final escape in May of the
preceding year. It is curious that Napoleon's
name is not once mentioned in John Low's notes,
but a slender volume which stood on the Clatto
bookshelves with his name on the fly-leaf—Manu-
scrit Venn de & Helene D'une Mariere Inconnue
—must have come into his possession at this time.

The next letter home announces his intention
of returning to the Cape, chiefly on account of
the difficulty of taking exercise.

Thisisland, with the exception of afew fields at Long-
wood, which is five miles from town, is a collection of

wlub&blishedﬁ byJohn Murray in 1817._‘ (Itﬂ bufported tb
emanate from the pen of the Emperor himself.)

3



FIFTY YEARS WITH JOHN COMPANY

& hills ated from esch other b ravines,
&eetﬂe wmr;?téa being all narrow ridges o¥ rﬁ peeks, it

is impossble to move without either going up hill or
downpr?iﬁ or adong the irregular Sde ofga hﬁl. P

Meanwhile the weekly letters from his mother,
which he had specially asked for during his stay in
the island, were beginning to arrive.

The country homes and " town houses " therein
described have long since passed into other hands,
but in the chit-chat of these old, beautifully legible
letters, their former inmates once more take form
and life.

With a deeply affectionate and generous nature,
Susan Elizabeth Low had more than a touch of
native shrewdness, and allowing for a certain
partiality in favour of her own brood, brought an
excellent judgment to bear in her estimate of
human nature. Her simple but profound piety
was free from any tinge of Calvinistic gloom, and
she possessed that never-failing sense of humour
which springs from a grasp of the true essentials
of life.

She was the daughter of John McColme, long in
the army as Senior Surgeon to the 2nd Battalion,
ist Royals, with commission dated 1744. He was
with the regiment for some years in America, and
after his retirement settled in the town of Ayr,
where he practised as a physician.

His wife was an Irishwoman, whom he had
married in Dublin, where the regiment had been
quartered before crossing the Atlantic, and her
grandson remembered her as a very witty and
well-instructed old lady. John McColme's father,
who came of an Ayrshire family, was for some years
Minister of Duddingston, Midlothian. He was a

4



LETTERS TO ST. HELENA

noted philologist and Erse scholar, and it is evident
that his learned pursuits meant more to him than
his cure, for in 1742 he was deposed for deserting
his charge for two years without leave, most of
which time had been spent in London.!

John McColme had a family of two sons and
three daughters, and in their school days his boys
came into contact with a poor, but ambitious lad,
avid of learning. In his autobiographical letter to
Dr. Moore, Robert Burns wrote :

My vicinity to Ayr was of some advantage to me—I
formed several connections with other youngsters, who
possessed superior advantages. . . . My young superiors
never insulted the clouterly appearance of my ploughboy
carcass, the two extremes of which were often exposed
to all the inclemency of the seasons. . . .

They would lend me stray books—& one, whose heart
| am sure not even the " Munny Begum " scenes have
tainted, even helped me to a little French.?

In his notes, Gilbert Burns states that it was
through their school teacher that his brother
procured:

the notice of some families, particularly that of Dr.
Malcolm, where a knowledge of French was a recom-
mendation. . . . There were the two sons of Dr. Mal-
colm, the eldest, a very worthy young man, went to the
East Indies. . . .

He is the person whose heart my brother says the
" Munny Begum " scenes could not corrupt.

To thechildren of thisbrother, who retired on his
marriage from the Company's service and settled

1 Account of the Rev. David McColme, D.D., in the Dic-
tionary of National Biography. At the period of this cor-
respondence the living was held by the well-known Scotch
painter, the Rev. John Thomson.

2 Given in Dr. Currie's edition of Burns' works.
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FIFTY YEARS WITH JOHN COMPANY

at Haughton-le-Skerne, Yorkshire, S. E. Low's
letters constantly refer.

Her other brother, Robert McColm (or Malcolm
as the name was now usually spelt), of the 27th
Regiment—(Inniskillens)—waskilled at the taking
of St. Lucia in 1796. He was known in the
regiment as " Fighting Bob," from the number of
duels that he engaged in. Susan Elizabeth, the
eldest of the three daughters, wasborn in 1760, the
year of George the Third's accession.  Their father
died in 1781, and in the following year the second
daughter, Charlotte, was married at St. Martins-
in-the-Field to Captain Lloyd Hill* of the 1st Foot
Guards, and Susan Elizabeth was herself married
a few months later at the same church to Captain
Robert Low, and given away by her brother-in-law.
Maria, the youngest, did not marry until 1787.
Her husband was William Fettes? known to
posterity by his legacy to the Scotch nation—
Fettes College, Edinburgh, who at that time was
busily engaged in accumulating a large fortune as
a contractor for military stores. To her two
ssters S. E. Low was very tenderly attached.

Charlotte Hill had lost her husband in 1793 from
fever contracted on foreign service, when serving
as Brigade Major to the Guards Battalion under
the command of the Duke of York. She was now

! Captain Hill aso held the appointment of Fort Major in
the Tower of London, obtained on the recommendation of
the Duke of York. The salary was small—under £200 per
annum, but the " profits are stated as being much more
consderable (Gentleman's Magazine for 1793).

ZWilliam, son of W. Fettes, Merchant, and Margaret,
daughter of James Rae, of Edinburgh, Surgeon. Created a

Baronet in 1804, and retired from business in 1800, giving
up his time to the management of various landed estates

which he had purchased.
6



LETTERS TO ST. HELENA

living in Edinburgh with her only daughter Susan,
her other children having died in infancy.

Like her sister, Maria Fettes, she appears to
have been in a perpetual condition of " petite
santé."

Thetragedy of the Fettes household was the loss
of their only son, an Advocate, who died in 1815 in
Berlin, at the age of twenty-seven.

Susan Elizabeth enjoyed robust health. Her
husband, who was fourteen years her senior, had
been destined for the Law, but disliking an office
stool in Edinburgh, he sailed for India, and served
as an officer in the Madras Army from 1771 to 1782,
when he retired and acquired Clatto by purchase,
where the couple brought up a large, cheerful and
very good-looking family of three sons and five
daughters.  To the mother, devoted as she was to
all her children, it is clear that John, the eldest
surviving son (two boys had died in infancy), was
the apple of her eye.  The second, William, entered
the Royal Navy in early boyhood, but subse
quently, like John, sailed for India at the age of
sixteen, as an ensign in the Madras Army. A close
and life-long affection united these two brothers.
Henry, the third son—the youngest member of the
family—was at this time twenty-four years old,
and a gay and debonair young W.S. in Edinburgh.

The eldest daughter was the wife of Samuel
Charteris Somerville, also a Writer to the Signet,
who was living at Lowood, on the banks of the
Tweed, opposite to the Pavilion, the fishing lodge
of his kinsman, Lord Somerville, Sir Walter Scott's
old " crony," to whom he was acting as factor.

Charlotte Low had married into what would
nowadays be called a brainy family. Her hus

7
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band was the younger son of the old Minister of
Jedburgh,* described by Scott as " one of the oldest
of the " Literary Brotherhood/' and her brother-
in-law, a man of much ability, who had had an
adventurous early career in South Africa as a
member of Sir James Craig's Mission to the Capein
1793, was now living in London as one of the
Principal Inspectors of the Army Medical Board.

Doctor William Somerville was however eclipsed
by the brilliancy of his wife, who as a scientific
writer was a star of the first magnitude. He had
married his first cousin, Mary, daughter of Vice-
Admiral Sir William Fairfax, and widow of Captain
S. Greig, described in the Dictionary of National
Biography as being " the most remarkable woman
of her generation,” which description is hardly
surprising when one learns that her last work,
Molecular and Microscopic Science, was published
in her eighty-ninth year !

Catherine, John's favourite sister, had now been
long a widow, her husband, Colonel Alexander
Deas, aretired officer of the Madras Army, having
died in 1814. His property, the small estate of
Hilton, Fife, was up for sale and she and her four
children had recently migrated to Edinburgh.

Susan, the third daughter, wasin Indiawith her
husband, Colonel David Foulis, who had already
seen much service with the Madras Army, having
fought, among other campaigns, against Tippu
Sahib at the fall of Seringapatam. He had bought
Cairnie Lodge, a property which marched with

! Thomas Sojmerville, D.D., 1740-1830, author of The Reign
of Queen Anne, and other historical works. His autobio-
graphical reminiscences, My own Life and Times, were pub-
lished posthumously in 1861.
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Hilton, in order to be near his wife's relations, and
their two elder boys, aged eight and nine, were
living at Clatto in the charge of their grandparents.
Maria, the fourth, was the wife of Colonel Bethune
of Blebo, a son-in-law to whom S. E. Low was
especially devoted. He had succeeded to Blebo in
right of his mother, heiress of that estate, his father
havingbeen Sir William Sharp, Bart., of Scotscraig,
a lineal descendant of the unfortunate Archbishop
who was murdered at Magus Muir in 1679.

During Colonel Bethune's lifetime his parents'
marriage was held to be null and void, owing to
a marriage previously contracted in Portugal,
where Sir William had taken military service after
the Forty-five when he had tofleethe country, and
the proving of his legitimacy by his grandson™ is
one of the romances of Scotch Law.

Georgina, the youngest girl of the Clatto family,
never married, but remained her mother's constant
companion. Itisacuriousfact that all the soldier
sons-in-law were a score, or more, of years older
than their wives. All the married daughters and
their children paid prolonged visits to the parental
home, from which Hilton and Cairnie Lodge were
distant about seven miles, while Blebo was within
half an hour's walk !

The first letters which reached John at St
Helena, were much concerned with the visit of
George 1V to Edinburgh. All Scotland was agog
with excitement, and even those whose families had
suffered after the Forty-five were eager to show
their loyalty to the reigning dynasty.

The eldest of S. E. Low's grandsons,” a lad of

! The late Sir Alexander Sharp Bethune, Bart.
ZWilliam Patrick Deas, Madras Light Infantry.

9
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sixteen, and a very beloved member of the family
circle both at home and (later) in India, was at this
time at Clatto.

CLATTO, July 28th, 1822.
MY DEAREST JOHN,

A fortnight has nearly elapsed since we received yours.
Another week & | hope in God that good accounts will
come.

William Dess is here at present; he is everything we
could wish in essential matters, lively & pleasant in his
manners, & genteel in his appearance.

Georginawent to Wakefieldto Mr. Cleghorn's * the other
day. William goesto-morrow & they ride home together.
The King is expected in Edin". the 10th August, the
town is already fillingwith crowds to sse him, even those
who have seen him often.

It is said he goes to Scone, wishing | suppose to se
the place where our Kings were crowned. Hewill prob-
ably sail in hisyacht from Leith to the North Ferry, from
there he will be escorted to Perthshire by a party of the
Fife Yeomanry.

Henry is appointed one qf the number, for he, altho
aW.S. in Edin'., isacornet in the Fife Yeomanry, which
does not put any money in his purse, but it isright & so
we must submit.

Mrs. Bruce has sent us an invitation to Edin". which
Georgina has accepted, so you may expect a description
from her. She & Sir William Fettes were to set off
yesterday upon an eight days' tour to Loch Lomond, to
be back before the King arrives.

The Somervilles? are to come from London, & in short
the whole world, as they say, is on the move. No doubt
afew old folk hke us must submit to stay at home. My
dearest John, | write you all this chit in hopes to amuse
you, sincerely praying however that your health may be
such as to make it acceptable.

It is in speculation to present the King with a St.
Andrews Cross set with Scotch stones, the money to be

! Hugh Cleghorn, of Wakefield House, of whom more below,
2 Doctor William Somerville and his wife.
10
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raised by subscriptions from ladies, Sir Walter Scott to
present the cross, accompanied by twenty ladies, wives
of the Judges, & Bart's ladies residing in Edin".

| don't think Lady Fettes' health will permit her to
be one, but of course she will be a subscriber.  Georgina
is gone to Blebo to stay with Maria & to remain the week.
Lord Aylmer,' who was formerly in the same regiment
with Col. Bethune is there, likewise Lady Aylmer. Heis
nephew to Lord Whitworth. . . .

William Dess isextirpating the rabbits at Blebo ; hewas
off at 4 o'clock this morningto get at them. Heisto have
alicencethis season & says that he will stock us with game.

Catherine was to go to Dollar yesterday, where Sir
William Fettes has a property. She & Rachel Cleghorn
were to sail from Leith in the Stirling steam-boat to
Alloa,—the steam-boats are very quick & cheap convey-
ances, but | do not like to encounter the dangers of both
fire & water at the same time.

Write by every post, my dearest John, we trust to your
being candid as to your health, & God grant you may be
enabled to give us comfort.

Your father joins me in earnest prayers | for your welfare.

Ever your most affec® Mother
S E. Low.

August 6th, 1822.
MY DEAREST JOHN,

The Fairlie is long long of making her appearance, but
if she brings good news at last how thankful and happy
we shall be.

Georgina went down to Dunnikier 2 with Col. Bethune
& their guests, Lord & Lady Aylmer, & she & Jessy Cleg-
horn set off from this for Edin’. on Thursday to be present
at the King's arrival. He is to pass through Pitt St. on
his way to the Abbey by the Regent Bridge, so Catherine's
windows will be in great request.

Doctor Grace was mentioning that a lady of his ac-
quaintance was to retire to the upper flat, & had let the
rest of her house for eighty pounds during the King's
stay, which is to be ten days.

! John Frederick Whitworth, First Baron Aylmer, 18th
Foot (Governor-Genera  of Canada 1831- -5).
> The et of the Oswald family.
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Here follows a lengthy passage about a parcel
of medicines which she had forwarded to the Cape.

Butter milk is an excellent thing for disorders of the
lungs. Doctor Mackie of Huntingdon told me that the
worst case he ever saw was permanently cured by the
patient living entirely on butter milk, but dearest John,
don't use my nostrums without consulting your physician.

By the way, of nostrums, | have just been applying one
now.

Y our father was driving down a nest from an apple tree,
which happened to irritate some bees that had been near
it, & they flew after him & stung his legs terribly, he never
mentioned it till the evening, when the pain put himreally
in a degree of fever.

We then applied laudanum, & afterwards a mixture in
equal quantities of honey, sweet oil & vinegar, spread in
acloth & put on the place which relieved him—so much for
old wives' tales.

Harvest is begun at Callange, & it is thought it will be
general in ten days, a very rare occurrence in this part of
the world.

All good attend you my dearest John prays

Your ever affec’® Mother,
S E. Low.

If contemporary life has gained much in hygiene,
convenience and a general speeding-up, many
homely joys have been correspondingly lost.

The nostrums, too, were probably as efficacious
as modern panaceas purchased at the chemist, and
triumphant application must have afforded far
more lively pleasure !

To such, S. E. Low was quite incurably addicted.

CLATTO, Aug. 23rd, 1822.
MY DEAREST JOHN,

Still no intelligence of the Fairlie ; if she is near the
Channel, here is a strong west wind to blow her up, but it
is a bad wind for our King, who should be in the Firth of
Forth by this time.

12
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What a bustle there is in Edin". Georgina writes me
that there are fifteen hundred tailors at work day and
night, and of course many mantua makers and milliners

Archibald and David Foulis, dear little fellows, are
here for the vacation ; they are as fine boys as ever were
seen. Last night they drank tea at theManse. They are
dining at Kemback to-day, which isgreat gaiety for them.

Sir William Fettesreturned from hisjaunt not very well,
with a stomach complaint, but is better now and means
to be at Court. The King, it seems, salutes the Ladies
who are presented, and the presentations will be so
numerous that | daresay he will be heartily tired. The
mania for going to Edin'. is so great that the country and
country towns will be quite deserted.

The Magistrates of agreat many towns have gone, among
the rest Cupar,! in a coach and four, with scarlet liveries.

The Play fairs of St. Andrews are off in a body, and in
their official capacity to wait on the King.

Principal Haldane [St. Andrews University] went to his
tailor to order a new gown, but he told him if he were to
give him a hundred guineas he could not undertake it.
I think he must apply to some of his lady friends, for of
all the fifteen hundred tailors not one will be at leisure
in time for him. Henry had thought of leaving Edin'.
at present for economy ; to be proper, it requires a par-
ticular dress, but however he did not keep his intention,
indeed | would rather have regretted it if he had, it would
have been virtue overmuch.

The following letter comes from Georgina's pen.
The Georgina of these days was evidently fair and
frivolous—far different from the over-conscientious
aunt of later years, who was to receive, one by one,
her brother's little children as they were sent home
from India. That she was possessed of consider-
able good looks is evident from a pencil drawing
done of her in middle life. Her visit to Edinburgh
was to Mrs. Bruce, sister to Sir William Fettes,
whose husband, Adam Bruce, had died in 1815.

! Clatto is distant about six miles from Cuper and four and
a hdf from S. Andrews

13



FIFTY YEARS WITH JOHN COMPANY

He was cousin-germain to Robert Low, and there
was therefore a double connection between the
families. Their respectlve mothers had been
Stobies of Wester Luscar,® descendants of that
stalwart Covenanter, Adam Stobie, who was:

fined, imprisoned, sent to the Bass [an island more suited
to sea fowl than for human habitation], & condemned to
be transported beyond seas, but by a wonderful inter-
position of providence was landed in England & got safe
home to his family.

He must have been atough specimen,? for he was
gathered to his fathers in 1711 at the ripe age of
ninety-one. The stern and uncompromising spirit
of this ancestor is certainly to be traced in some of
his descendants.

Mrs. Bruce's home, like that of her brother, was
a childless one, all her children having died long
before this date, but to her husband's two nephews,
John Mill, and his brother Charles—at this time
serving with his regiment at the Cape, she was
greatly devoted.

CLATTO, Sept. 3rd, 1822.
MY DEAREST JOHN,

My Mother tells me she wrote you since | went to Edin’'.
I thought | should very likely return without having a
good look of His Majesty, but besides seeing him remark-
ably well at his entry and procession to the Castle, | had
the good fortune to get two cards of invitation to meet
the King, one to the Peers Ball and the other to the
Caledonian, which was being in very good luck. Captn.
Duncan was so good as to procure them for me, he is an

- 1 In the seventeenth century Wester Luscar (near Dunferm-
Ilne) went by the name of Stobie's Luscar.

2 There is ‘an inscription to Adam Stobie at Carnoch on
the monument of the well-known Covenanting Minister, the
Rev. John Row, whose granddaughter he had married.
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acquaintance of Col. Bethune. The rooms were beauti-
fully decorated, and the ladies in full Court dresses, except
trains, and the gentlemen either in the same or uniform.

| was quite close to the King for an hour, and saw him
shaking hands with several people, his manners seem very
easy and his bow quite perfection; he suggested that
while he remained there should be only Scotch dancing,
which he seemed to enjoy very much.

Henry got an invitation through Mr. Thomson of
Charlton, and Catherine got an invitation to Hopetoun to
a dijeune’which was given to His Majesty the day he
embarked.

All Lord Hopetoun's ten sons were at home, the King
shook hands with them all, and then the little girl of three
months was brought in, and he took her in his arms and
Kissed her.

Catherine was in the saloon at the time he knighted
Captn. Ferguson, the Keeper of the Regalia in Edin'.
Castle, and Mr. Raeburn, portrait painter.

The King, it is said, ordered him to take a portrait of
him in Highland garb, that he was dressed in at the levee.*

The King remained about an hour, and then Lord
Hopetoun went down with him to his barge. | saw the
King aso at the theatre ; the play was Rob Roy; he
laughed very much two or three times. It appears like
a dream having seen so much in so short a time, and to
remember all we heard.

His Majesty has gone away with a good impression of
us; they say nothing gave him greater pleasure than
seeing the perfect order that prevailed. He said he had
always understood that we were a proud nation, and we
had reason to be as we seem to be a nation of gentlemen.
In Ireland they say he was quite as well received, but the
appearance of the common people was very different,
some wanting a shoe, others a bit of their coat and so on,
but in Edin". the people were all remarkably well dressed.
| daresay you are heartily tired of this epistle and Court
matters, but you must be aware that | am very full of
all that | have seen and my good f ortune in seeing so much*

Y our most sincerely affec'® sister
G. M. Low.

' At the National Gallery, Edinburgh.
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The fine bearing of the people on this occasion
was approved by a far more illustrious pen. In a
letter to Lady Abercorn, Sir Walter Scott says :*

We have had a singular soene in Scotland, the visit of

theKingto Edinburgh ... Itwent off very well, indeed
surprisingly so considering we had no time for preparation,
scarce a fortnight . . . From the highest to the lowest

they [the people] were anxious to know what was proper
to be done, and to do it when they learned, as well for
their own sskesasthe King's. It wasavery curiousthing
to se the whole roads & streets lined with so many
thousands of people who were, even the very meanest, in
something like decent attire, & each considering himself
obviously as part of the spectacle & as having the national
reputation dependent to a certain degree on his be
haviour. . . .

The enthusiasm with which the King was received was
extraordinary, & yet it was mingled on several occasons
with a sort of retenue quite characteristic of the people.

Only three days elapsed before the next letter.
Clatto was at that time a very crowded house.
Catherine Deas, who was not only the belle, but
the enfant gate’ of the family, came frequently from
Edinburgh with her four children. She was attrac-
tive, and fond of society, but often ailing, and with
her two unruly younger boys she was quite unable
to cope ; fortunately for her the eldest son and her
only daughter were unselfish and devoted children.

S. E. Low had not as yet set eyes on Sir John
Malcolm, but she was always eager for news of the
man who had first recognized the qualities of the
beloved son.

! The suocess of the King's visit was in fact due, in alarge
measure, to the exertions of Scott behind the scenes ; to him
everyone resorted for advice, and it needed all his wonderful

tact and bonhomie to shepherd successfully the clansmen
asembled in Edinburgh for the occasion.
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CLATTO, Sep. Tth.

. Georgina has written to you an account of her
visit to Edin'., but omitted what is most interesting.
Catherine met with Sir Pulteny Malcolm ! at the Dejeund
at Hopetoun House; he told her that his brother, Sir
John, had gone to France for the recovery of his health,
& that it had been his intention to come to Clatto to see
your friends if he had not been ordered away.

Sir Pulteney spoke of his brother's attachment to you
in terms that were most gratifying to us.

My heart warms to him, independent of his kindness
& attachment to you, his conduct & character is such as
claims admiration & respect from everyone who knows
or has heard of him.

Ten thousand thanks for kind & generous offers about
money, but God forbid that we should be so hardhearted
as to accept them ; it would be monstrous.

Y our father desires me to assure you we are all perfectly
of one mind on the subject.

Catherine & her family are here, likewise Archibald &
David Foulis, so the other day when Susan Bethune [her
daughter Maria's baby of one year old] was here, there
were three families of grandchildren, all of whom we are
very fond of, but altho' it is said people like their grand-
children better than their children, | cannot allow it to
be the case.

The Foulis' go to Dollar (to the Fettes') again at the end
of the week, & the Deases for aweek to Blebo, so there will
be a calm ; at present we have dancing & music, not to
speak of shouting & running up & downstairs with many
calls to keep to the broadside, an injunction which | make
no doubt you will remember.

When William Deas was here, he was continually asking
why | never played on the piano; | could not tell him,
nor indeed any other person, that the truth was | could
take no pleasure in it till we got your three letters from
St. Helena.

| now feel differently & can enjoy playing. William
was very successful on the first of themonth ; | forget how
many brace he brought in, but not under five; he &

! Admiral Sir Pulteny Malcolm, who had a distinguished
career in the Navy.
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Henry are out every day so we are well supplied & send
many presents.

The Hunt ball is to be at the end of the month, & the
Golf Meeting* at the beginning of October. Georgina
goes with Maria to the balls; we have entirely given up
—that is a good thing tho' perhaps you may not regard
it in that light.

Every tree in the garden is loaded with fruit; peaches
sell in Cupar for three halfpence a pound, that is when
there are purchasers, but the gardener at Hilton cannot
get them sold, so basket after basket is sent here to the
great joy of all the young people !

CLATTO, Oct. 26/A, 1822

. . . This day we had the happiness of your letter of
the 20th of August, one from William [her second son]
& one from Susan of the 28th of March.

William was on his way from Arcot to Nagpore. He
had spent a delightful time with the Foulis' & at Peter
Cleghorn's.

| wrote to Catherine yesterday to try & send a minia-
ture painter from Edin'. since you wish it, & | hope she
will be more successful than the last, at least mine. Y our
father'sis aslike as possible ; ? as a proof weheld up little
Susan Bethune to look at them; she considered mine
very attentively but said nothing—the moment she was
shown your father's—" Ah! Granny-papa," & when we
brought her back to mine—" Alady ! " The said pictures
were a present from Catherine, Maria & Georgina.

Mr. Mackenzie of Madras has just been here, & | have
had along conversation about your health; heis decidedly
of the opinion that you should return to Europe without
loss of time. . . .

Dearest John, weigh this matter well, & do not let any
consideration of money matters affect you, & if the answer

1In 1784 Robert Low had been Captain of the " Royal
and Ancient,” and eighty-one years later his son John was
elected for the same. Henry Low appears to have been a
keen golfer, for he won the gold medal given by the Club in
1821, 1823 and 1824.

% One of these portraits (said to be by a pupil of Raeburn's)
is a delightful painting—the other wooden in the extreme.
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is go to Europe, then | pray you earnestly set off for
Europe, & oh! may God grant a happy issue.

The time had now come for the first member of
the younger generation to follow the family ex-
ample, and on November 21st S. E. Low writes to
announce that:

William Deas is to take his passage. Mr. Lindsay of
Balcarres has a son going at the same time. It is a
curious circumstance that William was prevented from
going to Balcarres by getting a fall from his horse, but in
about eight days he got off to pay his visit, & found Mr.
Charles Lindsay,' the young cadet, confined to bed &
threatened with inflammation in his side by a fall from his
horse, & indeed altho' it is nearly two months ago, heis
only able to go out in the carriage yet.

When he goes to Madras | hope Foulis will show him
every attention, & likewise William, but Foulis will be the
most likely to have it in his power to be of service to him.

You will be sorry to hear that your uncle Maj. John
Malcolm isdead: poor man he had suffered agood deal from
universal gout, but his last illness was free from acute pain.

He has left avery comfortable provision to his widow &
family, but | do not know particulars.

Miss Trail, theyoung lady who is aminiature painter is
here ; she has finished mine & we think it very like, & she
has this day begun your father's.

We thought it would be a pity to employ a bungler,
& she is considered the second in Scotland. Her father is
Minister (some wordsillegible) & hasalarge family, & she
very properly turns her talent to account.

Adieu, my dearest John, you are our first thought when
we wake & our last before we sleep ; what is very extra-
ordinary to me | have never seen you in my dreams, which
isaproof we do not dream of the things we think most of.

The postscript which follows gives a startling
prescription:

! Charles Basil Lindsay, Madras Cavalry, son of the Hon.
Robert Lindsay of Balcarres and grandson of Alexander,
twenty-third Earl of Crawford.
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| have heard of a pea being put into the left arm for a
cough, it is not painful, & if your physician approves |
daresay you would have no objection.

When | say that apeain the arm is not painful, | speak
from experience.

| suggest my remedies with great diffidence, & always
to be referred to your doctor.

He & you will perhaps have a laugh at the old lady's
prescriptions, but if my letter finds you in laughing
humour |1 am happy to be the subject.

Onething | may safely recommend, & that is, in addition
to flannel next your skin, anew bit lard exactly whereyou
fed the pain; now laugh if you like, but do try it.

My dearest John you have taken the right way of spend-
ing your timeinimproving yourself in Latin or any other
innocent pursuit, however no intemperance if | may so
express myself, even in that.

John in the meantime had sailed from St.
Helena to the Cape, and on January 17th, 1823,
he wrote home that he was recovering fast and
enjoying " Gig exercise/' although obliged to
decline all offers of hospitality :

No complaint requires abstention from company as
much as mine ... | have not resolution enough to be
a mere spectator.

| now get on almost entirely without medicine and the
only bleeding | have is from leeches, a great change for the
better from the large blisters and copious bleedings that
| used to have.

In May he started to return to India, and was to
make a stay at Mauritius en route, but promised his
parents to sail for home should he suffer from a
relapse on arrival at Calcutta.

By steering for the Isle of France | shall there get into
exactly the same climate as | have enjoyed at the Cape.

On board the Anson at Table Bay he makes a
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note of a letter sent to his brother Henry, whom
he had last seen as a child of seven.

| have often thought of sending him home some little
pocket-money, but something or other has always come in
the way ; an unusual windfall however, viz. the recovery
of about £200 out of the clutches of Defries & Company
makes it peculiarly easy. | send him the enclosed draft
for fifty guineas.

The next letters from Clatto tell of more than
one gap in the family circle.

May ijth, 1823
MY DEAREST JOHN,

Y ou will most sincerely grieve to hear that we have lost
our dear Susan Hill. She died on the 18th of last month
after along & painful illness that precluded all hopes of
recovery, tho' what that illness was occasioned by the
physician could not discover.

Her death is deeply felt by all who knew her, & to her
poor mother it is an irreparable loss. Mrs. Hill has long
been in avery bad state of health & consequent depression
of spirits, & indeed is worn to a perfect skeleton. She
seems to think recovery impossible ; however | cannot be
of that opinion.

She is now to move into her old house in Castle Street,
the one they have lived in since Susan had her annuity is
too large for her, at least it is unsuitable to her finances.

Y our father & | went to Edin'. after poor Susan's death.
We lived with Mrs. Bruce in her splendid house in Char-
lotte Square, where everything is most comfortable ; you
do not always see comfort & elegance joined, in her
dwelling they are completely so.

I'f you are still at the Cape tell Major Mill* that Mrs.
Bruce complains of his silence. Mr. John Mill was in
London when we were in Edin'., Mr. Somerville [her son-
in-law] too.

Edin'. ismuch enlarged & the canal from Glasgow comes
close to the new town. Lady Fettes drove me out to see

! Mrs. Bruce's nephew, Charles Mill, was in the 27th Regt.
(Inniskillens).
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a fine aqueduct bridge the canal passes over ; itiswithin
afew miles of the town. It consists of eight arches & is a
sight well worth seeing.

The day | was persuaded to go | was not at all in spirits
for seeing sights, but | was much gratified.

Cathey Deas is almost grown up, at least looks so, tho*
only thirteen years old & as delightful a daughter as
possible.

Aleck Deasis afinefellow, Robert abit of a pickle, but
well disposed too. . . .

When Christie Walker & her mother were blocked up
during the snow [in the neighbouring village of Blebo
Craigs] & Christie was in great despair, her daughter said
to her—" Ah! Mither, dinna you be feared, somebody
is thinking of you!"

It so happened that Effie was right for | sent some tea,
sugar, & the man | sent it with got another man, & when
he presented the gift the daughter said—" Noo, Mither,
didna | tell you ? "

So my dear John wherever you are there is somebody
& many bodiesthinking of you & praying for your welfare.

The marriage of the eldest daughter of the Clatto
family—a childless one—had not been too happy.
Her husband, a brilliant, unstable creature, had
been thoroughly spoilt from his childhood :

CLATTO, Aug. 15th, 1823
MY DEAREST JOHN,

Maria wrote about a fortnight ago of the irreparable
loss poor Charlotte has sustained by the death of her
much-loved husband.

Poor Sornerville went to London afortnight ago to have
an operation performed which could equally well have
been performed in Edin'. ; the operation was performed,
but it would appear that another disease attacked him of
which he died.

Charlotte was much with him which she is thankful for ;
his great friend Mr. Murray* of Albemarle Street wrote

"1 The second John Murray, of the famous publishing firm.
The Murrays rented a villa at Wimbledon. John Murray's
wife was a Miss Anne Elliot, whom he married in 1807.
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for her, indeed it was at his house at Wimbledon he died,
where he had gone for change of air ; thereis no describing
the kindness of Mr. & Mrs. Murray.

Henry has entered into partnership with Mr. Ruther-
ford, formerly Mr. Somerville'sclerk, & their agreement is
three-sixths of the business to Henry, two-sixths to Mr.
Rutherford, & a sixth to poor Charlotte.

A number of the clients have agreed to remain with
them & | hope they will do well. Charlotte will likewise
have seventy pounds a year which was secured to her on
Lowood, asmall property of Mr. Somerville'sin Roxburgh-
shire.

Y ou will be sorry to hear that his funds will not above
half pay his debts, & that your father was security to him
for the amount of above twelve hundred pounds, the half
of which he expects to lose.

Poor Somerville, | freely forgive him, | am sure he must
have suffered severely in his own mind for the situation he
had plunged himself into & the injury he has done to
others.

Georgina & Henry & Catherine are at Pitcaithley.
Catherine has lately had an attack of cholera, which has
been very prevalent in Edin". this terribly hot summer.
We expect all the Deases & Archibald & David Foulisin
about a fortnight's time, at which time the gooseberries
will be in full force & | need not say they will be forcibly
attacked.

Henry received your kind present, | need not say how
gratified he fedls for it. .

Thefollowingletter, dated November 28th, isthe
last of the year sent from Clatto :

. . . We have been anxiously looking for letters from
the Isle of France. . . .

Charlotte left us about a fortnight ago to spend a couple
of months with the good old Doctor at Jedburgh. After
that she returns here & remains till November, 1824, then
takes up her home in Edin'.

By that time she will have sufficient funds to pay for
that part of the furniture she has occasion for, & altho'
there must be a great change in her manner of living, she
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Is thankful she has an independence, which at one time we
did not look for.

Hilton is to sell for ten thousand pounds. It cost poor
Col. Deas more first & last, but such has been the de-
pression of land of |ate years that we look upon the sde as
something to be thankful for.

The Doctor & Mrs. Macdonald [the Minister of the
parish] were at Pitcaithley * this season—not one fine day
during their three weeks, but the Doctor said he never
minded the rain, but went to the well & drank his portion
—an enormous one.

They walked to Naughton lately [amatter of about ten
miles], paldaV|S|toftW0days&Jogged homeagain. Mrs.
Morrison? pressed them to take the carriage, but they
would not, & they wereright, for when people requiretheir
friend's carriages it becomes so troublesome that the offer
ceasss to be made.

Major Mill never writes. Mrs. Bruce is quite displeased
at it & no wonder, but she continues to be very fond of him
& his brother.

Dr. James Macdonald, D.D., and his wife, of
whom the Clatto letters are full, had been es
tablished for many yearsin the parish of Kemback.

It had been well for the kirk that in the pre-
ceding century the Moderate or Latitudinarian
party should have prevailed, and that men of good
birth and wide culture should have kept in check
the over-stern traditions of the Covenanters.

But at this period a widespread reaction had
long since set in, and resentment against the Law
of Patronage was seething in Scotland.

This old man and his wife appear to have been of
“the ripest eighteenth-century vintage.

! Pitcaithley, a Spa in Perthshire, much frequented at this

ti
ka1 Mrs. Morrison of Naughton—one of S. E. Low's greatest
friends—was the widow of one of the Bethunesof Blepo. She
reumed her maiden name on succeeding to her father's
property.
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CHAPTER 11
Return to India, 1824-1826

1TOHN LOW reached the island of Mauritius
|I safely, but while there suffered from so
severe a relapse that he was unable to pro-
ceed any further for more than a year, during
which time he entered no records of correspondence
inhisletter-book. Later on—from India—hetells
his family that he was in fact soill that he could
neither go on to India nor remain in the steamy
heat of Port Louis, and that he would have re-
turned to the Cape, but that the ship on which
he was to have taken passage was destroyed in
a hurricane.

Fortunately for him the neighbouring island
provided a better climate, and in the " highlands
of Bourbon" he recovered his health.

In subsequent correspondence he aso refers to
a large packet of letters sent from the Isle of
France which went down in the George the Fourth,
which was wrecked before reaching the Cape.
There is a long interval between S. E. Low's
last letter and the following—dated June 12th,
1824-

. . . Charlotteisin as good spirits as can be looked for,
& goes down to Blebo every day, where she is much
amused with Susan & Margaret.

Sir William Fettes has had a long & dangerous illness
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(rose in the head), he is now recovering & they go to
Gogar Bank as soon as he is able.

Georginawent to Edin". to bewith her aunt a few days
after Sir William wastakenill, and has been there all the
time.

Sir William purchased Gogar Bank, near Edin". last
winter. Poor Mrs. Hill remains in the same depressed
state of spirits, her health is a degree better. There are
some things to be thankful for In her situation; her
appetite is better and she deeps well, she likes to have her
person, house and table kept in the greatest degree of
order, and has faithful attached servants who study to
make her comfortable.

| wish | could think of something more lively than a
report of the sick, for altho' that is interesting it cannot
be called amusing.

On arrival in India, John wrote to his father,
making reference to earlier letters of which no
copy exists.

MANGALORE, 24th October, 1824.
MY DEAREST FATHER,

My last |etters home were three, all dated the 26th June,
one to you, one to Catherine and the third to Sir William
Fettes from Bourbon ; you would be prepared by these
letters for soon hearing both of my restored health and
my return to India.

| am obliged to be careful as to diet, but with the care
which has now become habitual to me | suffer no pain
whatever, and find that the only difference between what
| was in 1820, is that | am not so capable of bodily
fatigue. . . .

| have heard from Foulis the other day, who is at
Madras preparing to depart finally for Fife. There have
lately been great changes in the Service, which have
benefited him in a very material degree—instead of
returning, as he formerly expected to do, at £365 per
annum, he now gets £450 immediately, and in the course
of a few years (he'll remain snug in Fife the time), it will
run to an income of £1,050 from the Company.
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On the 5th November, while on his way to
Poona, he wrote again to his father:

Two days ago | received a number of letters from
Government & from Bithoor, showing me that the inter-
ess of some of the Native Chiefs under my control had
been sadly neglected during my absence—that their
affairs have been so mismanaged that | shall now have
an intricate mass of counter-claims to unravel, which will
be a tedious & troublesome task for me at Bombay &
Poona.

His letter concludes by begging his father to sell
the outlying and larger part of the property, which
the latter was reluctant to do, insomuch as it
meant diminishing his son's inheritance;

All that | have now to say about your affairs is to beg
you to rest assured that the way you can afford me the
highest satisfaction is to make your arrangements about
selling Callange, not with reference to what will prove
the cheapest plan for me, but to what will tend the most
to your own & my mother's comfort through the evening
of your lives, & in saying this | am perfectly confident
that | speak the sentiments of the rest of the family—all
of us. '

The four months during which he was obliged
to remain in Bombay, was spent as the guest of the
Governor, Mr. Mountstuart Elphinstone, for whom
he conceived a feeling approaching to veneration.®

The loneliness of his life caused him frequently
to make his pen his confidant, and with the further
desire to preserve the memory of characteristics
which he desired to emulate, he compiled a
voluminous record of the impressions made on
him by his host.

! Mountstuart Elphinstone (1779-1859), fourth son of the
eleventh Baron Elphinstone, Governor of Bombay 1819-27.
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... | have watched him as narrowly as opportunities
permitted, bothin hisofficial conduct and in hisbehaviour
as a private gentleman, and | certainly consider his
character to be nearer perfection than that of any other
man | have ever met.

William Deas had by thistime arrived in India,
but uncle and nephew had not yet met. On
December 12th, John Low wrote from Bombay to
his mother:

... | have aletter from William Deas dated the 4th
instant ... | am much disappointed at finding that he
has left your miniatures at Madras, so that many months
will elapse before | can get them.

My business here is tedious; it requires reference to
Calcutta, where for the present they have neglected me in
aItenPIing to the more important matter of the Burmah
War.

Colonel Foulis, who was now embarking for
home, had been preceded one year earlier by his
wife, the only member of his family with whom
John, since boyhood, had had any personal con-
tact. In the earlier years of his service, when
quartered at Vellore, he had seen much of this
sister.

She had first come out in 1814 with her elderly
husband of forty-five, ayoung wife of twenty, who
had left her firstborn at the parental home.

Six years later, the state of her health made it
necessary for her to leave India; her husband
soon joined her, but they both went back to India
after a year and a half spent in Scotland, leaving
their second son to be a companion to his brother,

! The first Burmese War, 1824-6, at the close of which most
of the sea front was annexed, and a Protectorate established
over Assam.
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but taking the third, a baby named Robert, born
in Fife, with them.

Susan was now at Clatto, having left India for
good; on the homeward voyage, in addition to
her own little boy, she had had five other infants
entrusted to her care, two of them being the sons
of Peter Cleghorn (the son of their Fife neighbour),
who was at that time Registrar of the Supreme
Court, Madras, and had been recently left a
widower with four children.

S. E. Low, at the time her son was writing from
Bombay, was inditing a budget of family " in-
telligence, " and further recounting an event which
to her was of real importance. The long-talked-of
visit from Sir John Malcolm had taken place.

CLATTO, Dec. 9th, 1824,

... It is now a very long time since we heard from
you, and much anxious looking out we have had for ships
from the Isle of France; your last letter was dated 5th
October, 1823. . . .

Towards the end of October Sir John Malcolm favoured
us with a visit, a most delightful one to us & for which
| cannot express how much we felt ourselves obliged.

Independent of the great gratification of hearing the
manner in which he spoke of you, he is himself so great
a character, & at the same time so good & so agreeable
(though that is but a poor word to use to express the
delight of his conversation), that | shall always reckon
the having spent a day with him as one of the azure spots
in my existence.

One thing is truly magnanimous in him, notwith-
standing his then recent disappointment about the
Government of Madras, he was in as good spirits as if
he had got it instead of losing it, & not one word of
reflection did he cast upon any party concerned.

| see by my notes that my last was dated June, but
every day, every day, | was looking for letters, & | often
thought that you yourself might pop in upon us.
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We had a full house during the harvest. Catherine &
her three, Susan & her three, & Henry, making great
stampede among the hares & partridges, & an occasional
pheasant, a bird which is much more common than
formerly.

Charlotte was at Blebo during the bustle, but came up
every day & took much pleasure in playing on Susan's
delightful pianoforte.

It was debated in full assembly whether Archibald &
David Fouliswould be better at Dollar or the New Insti-
tution in Edin'"., & carried for the latter.

So Susan sacrificed her wish for remaining here & took
a lodging in Edin".,—the boys to go to school at nine in
the morning & don't return home till three ; they are not
at study all that time, but all the class-rooms are in one
building in the middle of an ample playground, sur-
rounded by awall, at the door of which is a porter's lodge
with bread to be sold, but nothing else ; in another lodge
are all the books required, paper, etc., & the different
classes have different hours for play, but no stirring out
of the gates till three o'clock.

Charlotte is still here, & means to be till about a year
after this. She was entitled to about a thousand pounds
from Mr. Somerville's effects, & the creditors are so good
as not to dispute it ; part of it was employed in buying
as much of the furniture as she will require, with the rest
she means to buy a flat in the new buildings which are on
Lord Murray's grounds ; they are upon a plan quite new
in Edin*"., & extremely comfortable.

The Bethunesare all well; Mariaisturned too stout for
the appearance of her person, her face fully as handsome
as ever. Susan* is a superior child in point of talent &
is genteel in appearance. Margaret ispretty & Alexander
a fine stout fellow of his months.

Sir William Fettes' illness was tedious & painful, but

! qusan Bethune, 1821-1900, m. David Gillespie of Mount-
quhanie, Fife.

Margaret, 1823-99, m- 1st, George Paton, Senator of the
College of Justice, of the Cairnies, Perthshire, and 2nd,
Major Malcolm Paton.

I Aalexander Bethune of Blebo, 1824-1900, 42nd Royal High-
anders.
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at length, thank God, he recovered. Lady Fettes always
wrote pressing Georgina to stay & she went with them to
Gogar Bank.

It is not far from Milburn Tower,* a place belonging to
Sir Robert Liston, formerly Ambassador to Constanti-
nople ; Georgina was charmed with them & their place,
indeed it is a place strangers go to seg, full of the curiosities
of many countries.

Lady Fettes appears never to have been happy
without a niece in attendance. So nervous and
highly strung was she that in earlier days, when
staying at Clatto with her only child, she insisted,
when visiting at Hilton and Cairnie Lodge (which
were approached by a steep hill), on the coachman
driving down it with a second pair of reins!
Young Fettes had been much with his cousins,
and family tradition has it that he wanted to
marry one of them.

The visit of Sir John Malcolm to Clatto was
described at greater length by himself in a letter
to his eldest daughter.?

From Tuliboli [the home of Sir Harry Moncrieff] |
made an excursion of thirty-live milesto sse old Mr. Low
of Clatto, the father of John Low, who was so long with
mein India, and ranks at the head of my soldier favourites.

| had given no warning, for | was uncertain to the last
whether 1 should be able to visit them.

When | entered the drawing-room, | found a respect-
able-looking old lady, whom | knew from her countenance
to be the mother of my friend.

| announced myself, and she gave almost a shout of

! Described by Scott in his journal of 1828, after a visit

paid to " the venerable diplomatist " as " a beautiful retreat.”

Given in Kayes Life and Letters of Sr John Malcolm,

" It was to his simplicity and manliness of character [writes

Kaye] that he principally owed his extraordinary dominion
over the natives of India." .
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delight. She hastened out of the room, & returned with
one of the heartiest and happiest looking of men on the
verge of fourscore | had ever seen.

His large hand was stretched out to welcome the
General about whom his boys (his son William had also
been with me) had written so much.

" Their letters/' said he, " have contained little for six
years but Sir John Malcolm, and here you are at Clatto."
| told him | was aware he had heard enough of me, and
was therefore determined to let him see what kind of a
person it was about whom his sons, particularly John,
had plagued him so much.

At this moment Colonel Bethune, a son-in-law who
lived near, and had come in, was going to send away his
horse to walk home, but | begged that he would lend him
to me as | saw the spires of the auld town of St. Andrews
at about six miles' distance.

"It is now two o'clock,” | said. "I shall return by
five after seeing the once-celebrated residence of royalty
and present seat of learning. Besides | have four old
Indian friends that | must shake hands with."

" You are most welcome to the horse,” said Colonel
Bethune. " It rains," said Mr. Low.

"I will not halt long enough,” | replied, " at any place
to get wet."

" Go along," said old Low, " it is exactly as John wrote
us, and bring any or all your friends that you can persuade
to dinner. | have sent for my youngest son, Henry, who
is ten miles off, shooting, but the servant knows why he
is wanted, and said he would find and bring him if above
ground.”

Away | trotted, saw the noble remains of monasteries,
cathedrals and palaces [sic] at St. Andrews, shook hands
with a General Campbell who was kind to me as a boy,
with a Colonel Wilson, who was Secretary to my Com-
mander when | was at my wildest, and whose goodness has
helped me out of many ascrape ; and with Captain Binny,
who taught me Persian, and with Colonel Glass, a brother
sportsman.

They were not less surprised than delighted with this
flying visit, and it gave me much gratification. | got
back in time for dinner at Clatto, where | passed a delight-
ful evening.
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The old gentleman, who had returned from India forty-
four years ago, married a Miss Malcolm,® bought the
estate and built the house [he largely demolished and
rebuilt an older house], an excellent one, in which he has
lived ever since.

He, or rather she, for it is as usual the mother's work,
has brought up alarge family, all of whom are well settled
in life. Two of the daughters married intimate friends
of mine, Colonel Deas and Colonel Foulis; another
married Colonel Bethune, who has the adjoining estate,
and one, unmarried, lives with Mrs. Low's sister, Lady
Fettes, near Edinburgh.

With the family materials | had, and the praises truth
enabled me to give their sons, you may suppose conver-
sation did not flag.

But there was another source of pleasure to the old
gentleman. Several officers who had been his friends as
ensigns had by accident been my commanding officers
when | first went to India.

The revival of these personalities and localities delighted
him beyond measure. He gave me Madeira sixty years
old, which he had brought from India. His memory was
as fresh as if he had only left the scenes of which we talked
a few months.

" | have to thank God," said he, when we parted, " for
the health and happiness | enjoy, but | was beginning to
think it was but a frail tenure a man of my age held life
upon. This visit, however, is like a new lease. | shall
live for some years upon the recollection of this day."

Mrs. Low, with whom both your mother and yourself
would be much pleased, confirmed this speech next morn-
ing at six o'clock, when she rose to get me my breakfast,
before | went away in the Cupar coach. She gave me
more calm, but not less sincere thanks for my considerate
visit. | assured her that | had gratified myself as much
as | had them and went towards Edinburgh in good
humour with myself and all the world.

The meeting between John Low and his nephew
took place in March, 1825, and on the 27th of

! There was no relationship between Sir John Malcolm's
family and S. E. Low's.
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that month he wrote to the boy's mother from
Poona :

MY DEAREST KATHERINE,

It is along time since | wrote to you, but still longer
since | heard from you. | amreally quite delighted with
William, there is something so gentlemanlike in his
manners, his disposition so amiable, and above all his
conduct so unusually well regulated for a lad of his age,
that he is quite a companion for a man of any age, without
being at all above the gaiety of youth.

| am much vexed at being obliged to part with him so
soon, but | shall want more leave for him before long, so
that | thought it more prudent not to plague his Com-
manding Officer for an extension.

| expect to get through my business here in about six
weeks, when | shall start marching for Bithoor, unless |
should hear of a ship about to start for Calcutta from
Bombay.

William is now sitting by me copying one of my dis-
patches. ... | am much relieved at hearing that poor
Charlotte has got some little income secured to her.

On the same date he wrote to his father, urging
the advantage of Cavalry appointments. The lot
of the Infantry Officer in the pay of John Company
at this date appears to have been deplorable.

. To give you a correct notion of the comparative
value of Cavalry & Infantry appointments, | may mention
that young Deas draws now, as a Cornet, a little more
than Captains of Infantry, many of whom have been
twenty-four and twenty-five years in India.

The Cavalry are scarcely ever stationed in unhealthy
parts of the country, because it is only in forest & hilly
country that sickness is very prevalent, where the Cavalry
cannot act. '

In making an independent fortune, it really must not be
looked to in the Bombay or Madras armies, excepting by
those whose constitutions permit them to remain about
forty years in them, when they will probably get a
Regiment, which is £1,000 per annum.
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The above s, | assure you, no overdrawn picture of the
reduced value of the Services, & | wish to point them out
with aview of guiding my friends,—sisters in particular—
in the choice of professions for their sons.

Earlier in the month, S. E. Low sent a letter
from Clatto :

. If our letters are not detained at the Cape, you will
receive such packets on your arrival at Bithoor that it
will be a fatigue to get through them.

Charlotte has bought a very pretty flat in Pitt Street;
it isthe first floor. She paid five hundred & fifty pounds
for it; it has never been inhabited & is, they say, the
greatest bargain ever was known.

Sir William is now in high health & buoyant spirits,
purchasing estates at a great rate—one in Fife, one in
Ayrshire, & Red Castle in Inverness-shire.

He has already advertised Red Castle to be let; it is
a beautiful place. The Fife & Ayrshire properties have
no mansion house, at least the Fife has not any.

His landed estates have cost him above two hundred
thousand, so | suppose he will not buy any more.

He is educating two boys called Gordon, who are
relations of his & it is supposed that one of them is to be
hisheir. Henryis Sir William's man of business, so that
his great landed properties will be much more profit-
able than if he had continued a monied man. We are
happy to se that the Court of Directors have given
Sir John Malcolm* a thousand a year, but | hope he
may still get some high employment if he wishes to go
out again.

Did you ever read Old Mortality 7—Lady Margaret
Bellenden, a character in it, is constantly referring to a
visit which she had from His Sacred Majesty. | some-
timesthink | am like that in regard to Sir John Malcolm's
visit. . . .

| mean to write to my dear William [her second son]
soon. . . .

! Malcolm succeeded Elphinstone as Governor of Bombay
in the following year.
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In August of this year Robert Low wrote to his
son—the only letter of his that has survived :

MY DEAR JOHN,

Altho' this letter will be short, it will be very pleasant.
| have the happiness to tell you that by Martinmas | shall
be free of debt. Altho* | will not have much over, yet it
is agreeable to have all my debts paid in my own life-
time. . . .

We have the whole family here except Henry & Char-
lotte, young & old, which makes a numerous & agreeable
party. As | wish to lose no time in letting you know of
the sale, | shall now send off this letter immediately, &
believe me always, my dear John,

Your affecte father,
ROBERT Low.

The next entry in John Low's letter-book is
dated June 19th, and written " On board the
Mermaid." A vessel, Calcuttabound, sailing from
Bombay * at the convenient moment, he started by
this immensely circuitous route, intending to do
the next stage of his journey by river. To have
gone by dak to Bithur would have taken less time,
although by modern standards a lengthy enough
transit. Reaching Calcutta by September, he
learnt that he had been appointed to the Residency
of Jaipur, from which place he wrote on December
10th to his mother:

| was busily engaged an hour ago with two Vakeels
from the Rajah of Bikaneer regarding a boundary dispute
between him & the Government of Jyepoor, when | was
most agreeably interrupted by the arrival of your letters
of the 10th & 16th of March.

! The account of a journey from Bombay to Simla under-
taken by an officer of the Bengal Engineers in 1838, is given
in Bygone Days in India, by Douglas Dewar. The officer
in question left Bombay on Jan. 9th, and reached his
destination on May 3rd.
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When | tell you that the last letter that | had from
home was dated the 13th of December last year, you will
easily imagine how acceptable they must have been.

My letter from Calcutta will have apprised you of my
being appointed to this Agency, the duties of it involve
much—serious reflection & a good deal of anxiety.

The great distance from the Company's Provinces
renders the wages of servants, & the price of supplies &
furniture so high that the saving cannot be as large as
| had hoped for, but | shall save 1,500 rupees a month—
(about £150), which being the whole of my receipts at
Bithoor, you will be convinced that | have reason to be
satisfied, added to which this place affords a very superior
climate to that of Bithoor.

In Europe this would be a splendid income, & God
knows it is a handsome one anywhere, but money does
not go far here—all our customs, our food, clothing,
amusements, such for instance as English reading, are
procurable only at high prices.

The only European society | have is the Doctor, who
belongs to the station & who lives with me. He is a
Scotchman of the name of Simpson, very well disposed &
peculiarly kind & attentive to his patients.

The nearest place where any Europeans reside is
Nusseerabad," which is about 90 miles off, but on the
high road between Delhi & several of the Bengal stations,
so that | see passengers occasionally, & real truth is that
unless old friends pay me visits, | have no wish for frequent
visitors.

It would materially interfere with my schemes for saving
money & getting home, & next to my official duties that
is what chiefly occupies my thought.

Last year when | was not aware of any situation in the
Political Linewould becomevacant, & still less of succeed-
ing toit, I had almost made up my mind to go home (for
three years) overland, with Mr. Elphinstone, the Governor
of Bombay, who wanted me to be of his party.

At the end of the month he wrote again to his
mother, mentioning an event which made much
stir in India, namely, the arrival at Calcutta of the

! Nasirabad.

37 E



FIFTY YEARS WITH JOHN COMPANY

first steamship to accomplish the long searoutevia
the Cape:

The newspapers from Calcutta which reached me
yesterday announced ‘the long-expected arrival of the
Enterprise, steam vessel, and this day | got your letter by
her of the 26th July, and much real satisfaction it afforded
me. Georgina's windfall of nine hundred pounds” is an
important addition to her little fortune, and | beg you
to give her my congratulations.

The steam vessel, owing to some bad luck in regard to
weather and still more in regard to the inexperience of the
Commander as to what he most wanted, namely, coals in
a greater number of stations, has made a very slow passage
of it.

The Enterprise had indeed made a slow passage
of it. She left Falmouth on August 16th, and
anchored off Calcutta on the 8th December, the
voyagehaving lasted 113 days and seventeen hours,
forty days of which were passed under canvas! 2
She had to carry an immense load of coal—stored
in every conceivable place, and was on fire at one
time during the voyage. The few passengers who
were adventurous enough to take passage in her
complained both of the unpleasant degree of heat
and of the coa dust.

On the 17th of this month Robert Low died at
Clatto, but the news did not reach India until the
following summer, and John sent two further
letters to his father :

! Georgina had been left this legacy by a godfather.

2 She was largely owned by London East India Agency
houses and, the voyage having proved such a disappointment,
was sold by the shareholders to the East India Company for
use in Eastern waters, being later of immense value to the
Company in the Burmese War. It was not for many years
that a regular steamship service was established via the Cape.
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JYEPOOR, Jan. 5th, 1826.
MY DEAR FATHER,

. . . We have interesting work going on in India,
especially at Bhurtpoor. -Thelatter is about the strongest
native fort in this country, & Lord Lake* having been
repulsed at it, the natives deem it impregnable.

Lord Combermere? is before it with a tremendous force
of all descriptions, & | hope in a few days to hear of its
fall; an event which WI|| facilitate my work at this Court.
The long war in Ava® & the high opinion of the Bhurt-
poor force, has given an impression that British power
in the East is by no means as supreme as it was.

| grieve to say that John Cleghorn * died at sea last
year. Theaccount of it only reached I ndia a few weeks ago.

Feb. 4th, 1826.
. . . Upon the whole your account of the sde of
Callange is very satisfactory, . . . because it has only

been rising during the last five or six years to its present
value.

You had the peculiarly bad luck, owing to the long
lease, of not participating in the general gains of landed
proprietors during the war, & again you suffered on the
change to peace by your land falllng into your hands
reduced to half its former value.”

Bhurtpoor was taken by assault on the 18th of last
month, & all this side of India will be at peace in conse-
guence for many years.

The following isto hismother. The home circle
was much exercised about the start in life of

1 The fort, in 1805, withstood four assaults by Lord Lake's
army.
2Sir Stapleton Cotton, 1773-1865. Created Viscount
Combermere
® Ava, the ancient capital, was the headquarters of the
army durlng the war with Burma.
Peter Cleghorn's elder brother.
® They, i.e. the landlords, invested much capital in the
improvement of land, and were amply rewarded by rents
which often rose during the Napoleonic Wars to four or
five times what they had been in the former generation.
(British History in the 19th Century, G.N. Trevelyan—Chap. 9).
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Catherine Deas's younger sons. It was hoped that
both would obtain appointments in the Company's
Army, and Aleck, the elder of the two, was already
at Addiscombe College.

. . . Now comes your long & welcome letter of the
12th October. These letters are really quite delightful
as they put my mind at rest regarding the future comfort
of my father & yourself, for with all the philosophy, &
religion too that the best of us can bring to our aid, we
are sadly dependent, to a certain extent at least, on
money. ... | know Col. Houston* very well & have
just written to him. | cannot help again assuring
Catherine that if Mr. Ravenshaw can only give an Infantry
Cadetship, she ought to ask for a Bengal one. . . .

By July the news of his father's death reached
him, and dso of the failure of the Fife Bank, in
which the family fortunes were deeply involved.
No home letters telling of these events were
preserved.

Robert L ow was beloved by all his children, and
his genial, kindly nature endeared him to a large
circle of friends. In hisyounger days he had been
a keen rider to hounds, and many a hearty carouse
did the Fife hunting lairds have at that time at the
old Peat Inn on the " Ribs of Fife."

He started life in very comfortable circum-
stances; as an only surviving child, he had in-
herited money from his parents and during the
years of his service in India the " shaking of the
Pagoda Tree" still yielded fruit.

In the course of the Clatto letters there are few
indications of the proverbial Scotch thrift; the
years following the close of the Napoleonic Wars
hit the landed classes very hard, and their pro-

! The Head of Addiscombe College at this time.
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clivities appear to have been spendthrift rather
than otherwise.

An account of his death, and also details con-
cerning the Fife Bank failure, are given in some old
letters at Wakefield (now Strathvithie House).
The head of the family, Hugh Cleghorn, a most
remarkable man, had married Rachel Makgill of
Kemback, a property in the same parish as Clatto..

He was now between seventy and eighty years
of age, and had been long a widower. He was
living at Wakefield with his three unmarried
daughters, and the two little motherless sons of
his only surviving son, Peter, who had been sent
home from India in the charge of Susan Foulis.

In earlier life he had been Professor of Civil
History at the University of St. Andrews, but
being of the type that prefers the making of history
to imparting it, he migrated to the continent and
kept a watchful and wary eye on the kaleidoscopic
scene.  The French had invaded Flanders, Pied-
mont, Savoy, Switzerland and Holland, and when
in 1794 the Dutch sued for peace, he sensed an
opportunity, and reported to Henry Dundas, Vis-
count Melville (President of the Board of Control),
inwhose confidence he was, and by whom he was at
once entrusted with a delicate and entirely secret
mission.

By the publication of his diary * (1795-6) the
story of Cleghorn's achievement has of recent years
been given to the world, and his qualities of cool
courage, indomitable will and tact, are more to be
admired from the modesty of the record, which

! The Cleghorn Papers, edited by the Rev. William Neill,
and with a Foreword by his great-grandson, the late Sir
Alexander Sprot, Bart., of Strathvithie.
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proves that the lines inscribed on his tombstone
in the parish of Dunino contain no idle boast:

He was the agent by whose instrumentality the Island
of Ceylon was annexed to the British Empire.

Having with considerable difficulty persuaded
the Comte de Meuron, Colonel and Proprietor of
a Swiss regiment in the pay of the Dutch East
India Company, an elderly and lethargic man, to
accompany him from Switzerland to Ceylon and
arrange for the transfer of the regiment to the
British, the couple made their journey (mostly
a series of unpleasant adventures) by the overland
route. The Dutch were in a difficult position,
their Prince was dethroned and they had no love
for the French, and it was as a bloodless victory
that the island passed into British possession.

Cleghorn was eventually rewarded by a gift
from Government of £5,000—no excessive sum,
and shortly afterwards purchased the property of
Strathvithie, near St. Andrews, and settled down
to the life of a country gentleman.

On December 25th, 1825, he wrote to his son,
Peter :

. | received your most affectionate letter yesterday
while passing through St. Andrews to attend the funeral
of Mr. Low. | have lost a friend with whom | lived for
nearly half a century in the most kind & confidential
habits without one moment of coldness or reserve.

He was eminently good-tempered without a particle
of selfishness; he was warm in his friendships without
any bitterness in his enmities.

. . . The fortunate sale of Callange will leave the
female branches of the family, | trust, well provided for.

. | have seen Mrs. Low & theladies. She bears her
calamity with her usual resignation & fortitude,
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Robert Low had not been able to leave much
more than his now-much-reduced landed property,
and as it was a case of unlimited liability for
the unfortunate holders of the Fife Bank stock,
this was now virtually in the hands of the
creditors. A letter from the family lawyer to
the Bank Cashier proves the case to have been
a hard one.

Mr. Low held two shares in the stock of the First Com-
pany ; & on the expiry of the contract, he was most
anxious to withdraw.

In order, however, to overcome his reluctance & to
procure his accesson to the new Contract, six of the
Partners agreed to guarantee him from all loss. . . .

The Trustees of Mr. Low, on the failure of the concern,
raised an Action of Relief & obtained Decree of Relief,
but in consequence of the death or insolvency of all these
parties, at most a mere trifle has been recovered from
some of their estates.

The whole country was passing through a time
of financial crisisin which the failure of one small
country bank was but a drop in the ocean. The
comments of Cleghorn to his son reveal the sagacity
of the man :

. . . You must have heard from many quarters of the
most unwarranted terror in the money market ; it
occasioned a sudden depreciation of the Funds, & the
ruin of some great Houses in London.

The panic is now over & most of the Banking Houses
have resumed payment. . . .

The distress has been little felt in Scotland. The Fife
Bank is, | believe, the only one that has suffered.

The directors were county gentlemen, Cupar Writers
& farmers, who knew nothing of banking.

So many banks & so sudden a panic while Europe is
in profound peace & while the general market is over-
stocked with money ! | have never heard it explained,
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nor can | account for it. But | am convinced that things
will come round & that those money dealers only will
suffer who have been speculating upon fictitious capitals.

A few days later he writes :

| am just returned from St. Andrews, where | went this
morning to learn such particulars concerning the Fife
Bank as have transpired.

Matters are much worse than | have stated. Some
doubtful debts may be recovered, but there is still a loss
of £63,000 among the sharers.

| am sincerely sorry that Mr. Low had at least two
shares between him & Henry.

On the day of his death he was obliged to sign a con-
joint Bond with five or six of the Heritable Proprietors
for £25,000 to the British Linen Co. & Commercial Banks
as holders of the Fife notes to that extent.

| have no doubt that these affairs accelerated his death.
The report is that Clatto must be sold.

It only remained for John in Indiato eventually
repurchase the family home. The full extent of
the liabilities was not known for a long time, and
for many years correspondence connected with the
Fife Bank failure caused him anxiety and trouble.



CHAPTER I 11
Jaipur, 1826-1828

T Jaipur the autumn of 1826 was a strenu-

ous one for John Low. He speaks of

" a continued and harassing press of

business, constant work, great heat from with-

out and anxiety within/' To Susan Foulis he

wrote that the news from home had reached

him " when civil war was raging in my kingdom
here."

Your letter announcing the melancholy intelligence of
our father's death completely deprived me of that sort of
spirits which are required to have any inclination for
chit-chat.

. | hope in two or three months to bring this*
wretchedly ill-governed Principality into a state of more
tranquillity.

| am very glad that you & Foulis are talking less fre-
quently of returning to India, especially when | ook back
on the state of bad health that you almost always suffered
in this country.

Foulis, too, was not without several warnings that he
had been long enough in a tropical country.

. . . That robust health which | enjoyed when you
were at Vellore, such as permitted of cricket & fives play-
ing is gone for ever !—at least as long as my fate condemns
me to live in Hindoostan.

The next letters are to his mother, on the bank
failure.
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JYEPOOR, October 11th, 1826.
MY DEAREST MOTHER,

| cannot help fearing that you have concealed the real
state of the case from the generous fear that | might make
greater exertions for your relief. The value you seem to
put upon Lady Fettes' ' £40 per annum impresses on my
mind that your income is sadly reduced.

| trust youwill be ableto remain at Clatto ; indeed you
must not on any account think of quitting that house. |
can imagine that your feelings must besomethlng likethose
of Farmer Edwards in TheMan of Feeling >—who said he
considered " every tree & bushinit as hisfather, hisbrother
or his child,” & it would be misery to yourself & all of us,
were you ever forced to quit the scene of such associations.

| yet hope fervently to pass many a happy day with you
at Clatto, & if | could envy any portion of Henry's happi-
ness in life, it would be his having so sacred a duty to
perform as that of attending to your comfort.

| am much disappointed at Henry's silence. We are
both bad correspondents, but he is rather the most in
fault, for |1 have not heard from him for five or six years.
I wrote to him from the Cape of Good Hope three years
ago, & 1 think once since.

| am very glad to hear such favourable accounts of Aunt
Hill's recovery—a little more time will, 1 have no doubt,
effect wonders, & particularly so if she is not urged by
friends to join in society.

Susan wrote to me that she went constantly to see her,
although Mrs. Hill told her that visits were irksome.  That
was very injudicious of Susan, & if | could have flown to
see her | would have given her a good lecture, if it were
possible to lecture a person so warm-hearted & benevolent.
It was only an error in judgment.

I have much more to do than is pleasant, but | have
agood library & my violincello, & what with that & my
public business, contrive to pass my time without ennui,
tho* | sigh sometimes for a view of my native land & my
natural friends, but as I know | must sigh for severa
years more, | repress such thoughts as much as possible.

! Lady Fettes, whose personal fortune was small, had
determlned to help her sister in this crisis.
By Henry MacKenzie,
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November 22nd 1826.

. . Your letter of the 12th June reached me in the
short time of five months from its date. | have had a
sadly fatiguing & vexatious duty here ; the great heredi-
tary Chiefs have not only been quarrelling amongst them-
salves, but alarge portion of them were in open rebellion
against the Dowager Queen, who during the childhood of
the Prince had been entrusted with the Government under
certain restrictions, which she has latterly disregarded
completely, & had allowed her favourites to act with
horrible injustice & oppression.

A meeting of these barbarians was accordingly resolved
on to discuss the affairs of the State during the remaining
minority of the Rajah.

These discussions were held in my presence, & consider-
ing the violent animosity against each other, & the un-
reasonableness in all matters of business of many of these
Chiefs, it is perhaps as well as could have been expected.

It will be satisfactory to you at all events to find
that my conduct has been highly approved by my own
Government.

| enclose one extract from one of the Governor-
Generd's™ late dispatches.

On December 21st, he wrote a letter to Sir John
Malcolm, in which occurs an echo of the famous
visit :

MY DEAR SIR JOHN,

| shall not easily forget your tall figure? upon your tall

horse, cantering about this day eight years ago at the head

of your division, amidst dust & smoke & grape shot,
surrounded by your numerous staff & friends. . . .

Y William Pitt Amherst, Earl Amherst (1773-1857), Gover-
nor-General—1823-8.

Extract of adispatch fromthe G.-G. to Sir Charles Metcalfe,
Bt., Resdent in Rajpootana, Oct., 1826, which dtates that
the success of Captain Low's measures—" both in bringi n?
about a friendly meeting of those Chiefs for the purpose 0
discusson, and in satisfactorily ascertaining their real senti-
ments, can scarcely fail of producing the most important and
bepeficial conseguences”

The battle of Maheidpore.
47




FIFTY YEARS WITH JOHN COMPANY

May you live to enjoy many happy returns of so im-
portant a day in your eventful Ufe. You will probably
have heard of my nomination to this Court. | attribute
my success on this occasion to my fortunate connection
with yourself in the campaign of 1817-1818.

| had no more interest with Lord Amherst or any of his
Council than | have with the Pope of Rome. A public
memorial to the Governor-General, aided by Swinton's"
opinion, obtained for me the selection, & without your
record of my services, which | attached, | am confident it
could have been of no avail. . . .

You completely won the heart of my good mother &
crowned my numerous obligations to you by your visit to
Clatto. | had the misfortune last year to lose my worthy
father, & shortly afterwards the Fife Bank went to ruin,
by which my mother suffered a severe loss to her income,
the interest however | can easily make up. It will keep
me several more years in this country. . . .

Early in the following year his mother again
visited Edinburgh.

March uMi, 1827.

. . . Wehave been here for severa weekswith our great
friend Mrs. Bruce.

Before you receive this you will have heard that Col.
Foulis is again sailed for India. | leave Edin". immedi-
ately, & Georgina stays with Susan : she expects to be
confined in May.

Somerville's affairs must keep Henry for long. The
particulars 1 cannot now enter on, but when | get time
| shall endeavour to give you some idea, tho' to say truth
it is so complicated it puzzles my head, indeed | imagine
that law people, except for those bred to the business, do
nothing but bamboozle.

CLATTO, May 14th, 1827.
MY DEAREST JOHN,
Thisplace & what you & William? generously allow me
is ample & you must on no account send me more.
You say that you like to be acquainted with our

! Secretary to the Governor-Generdl.
2 Her second son was a0 sending her a regular allowance.
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neighbourhood, so | shall begin with St. Andrews, . . .
the professors have been changed & doubly changed since
you knew it.

General Campbell, whom | believe came since you went,
built a fine house near the ruins; it is called the Priory.
He has very bad health, but cals frequently, and Henry
Is his man of business.

The present Mr. Whyte Melville,* who was originally
the second son, married a daughter of the late Duke of
Leeds, & they have been a great ded in England. This
winter, however, they have been at Mount Melville. They
visit at Blebo, where Georgina has met with them &
likes her. . . .

The oldest of Sir William Fettes' two young relations
(the Gordons), he has put into aregiment of Cavalry which
'isgoing to India. The youngest, James, was living at Sir
William'swhen | wasin Edin'., so | saw him often & liked
him much.

Charlotte has been here with me for some time. She s
a cheerful companion & sings away like a lark. Her
singing was much thought of during the winter.

The Somervilles all like Charlotte's company very much,
but they follow old Philpot's maxim: " Love your
neighbours but don't pull down your own hedge."

Doctor William Somerville would even pull down his
neighbour's hedge if it suited his purpose.

Henry has got the use of Georginas thousand pounds
left to her by Mr. Mowbray ; poor fellow, Mr. Somerville's
share of the Fife Bank comes on him.

May 20th.

By aletter from Edin'. last night Catherine was better
& Susan still going about. | hope Col. Foulis is half-way
to India, people here think it was wrong in him to go, but
he really convinced me of the necessity of it. He has got
himself into great expense by building an addition to his
house.

Aleck Dess is to be down from Addiscombe soon.

At this time John had just returned to Jaipur
from Delhi, whither he had been unexpectedly

* John Whyte Melville of Bénnochy and Mount Melville.
His only son was Major George Whyte Melville, the novelist.
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summoned. While there he wrote to Charlotte
Somerville. '

Feb. 22nd, 1827.

MY DEAREST CHARLOTTE,

It seems an age since | either wrote, or heard from you.
Our Mother's last letters have particularly noticed your
merit under a sad reverse of circumstances. . . .

You appear to have made an excellent purchase of a
house, or rather a dice of a house, & | beg therefore
that you will oblige me by accepting the enclosed fifty
pounds.

If | were a rich man it would have afforded me heart-
felt pleasure to have sent a handsome sum instead of
this trifle.

This has been an unexpected visit that | have paid to
the Imperial City of Hindoostan. | have been much
gratified by the examination of its splendid remains.
What led to it was the appointment of a deputation of
some of the principal Chiefs of Jyepoor, to pay their
respects, on the part of the young Rajah, to the Governor-
General, who is now making atour of the Upper Provinces.
| was, of course, requested to accompany the Mission &
introduce the Chiefs & interpret for them to his Lordship.

The meeting took place with considerable pomp. |
wish you could have seen us all—the Chiefs, & | at their
head, mounted on elephants, proceeding from the Jyepoor
camp to that of the Governor-General, about three miles
distant, accompanied by all the troops & elephants,
camels, horsemen, tumblers, dancing women, singers,
drums, trumpets, etc., usual at Native Courts.

My business here is now over, but L ord Amherst having
asked me to stay with him during the fortnight that he
will remain here, | shall not leave for some days. At
present | am a gentleman at large, a luxury | have not
enjoyed for the last sixteen months, & | have enjoyed
the last three weeks exceedingly.

His next letters were to his mother, who had
again been begging him to reduce the allowance he
was making her.
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April 20th, 1827.
| will balance the difference of oplnlon between us

by aski ng you to go to some expense for purposes of my
own.

| want, in the first place, a seal with our arms in full
onit. | had one asyou know, left to me by poor William
Fettes, but | was unluckily robbed of it along with my
watch, at Colombo, on my return from Bourbon. | have
aso another request—namely to get your own picture at
Clatto altered so as to resemble you, but if there should be
any demur on that score, pray get a new one put up in
place of the present one, which can then be transferred to
a lumber room. . . .

William Dess is acting as Qr. M. & Interpreter to his
regiment, & getting half the allowance of the appointment.

May 2nd, 1827.

... | regret to find that Foulis is coming out again.
He has managed very badly unless he finds his chief
pleasure on board ship. He ought surely to have known
by 1824 what income he required, & if he wanted more, it
would surely have been a simpler matter to have remained
on for two years & have gone home permanently, than to
give up his appointment, go home & come out again in
1827.

However it is some satisfaction to think that Susan is
not to be brought out to have her liver grilled at Arcot, or
ome equally hot place.

| am glad that you like Capt. Wemyss' as well as you
& my dear father liked his father. 1 know him well,
having often met him when he was Flag Lieutenant to Sir
Edward Pellew, now Lord Exmouth. When you next se
him give him my kind remembrances.

To Susan Foulis he writes:

... | have now regularly commenced a second time
to make my fortune. | begin to think seriously (& I con-
fess that the thought is not an agreeable one) that | shall
never marry.

1
James Erskine Wemyss of Wemyss Cadtle (Rear-Admira
R.N., M.P. 1820-47).
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| shall betoo old when | get home to have it in my power
tomarry in the way | should like—aman who isboth poor
& old has but a very low place in a young lady's list of
eligibles, & to marry anyone not to my taste in every
respect—I don't fancy such a change of situation, & am
accordingly under the impression that | shall live & die
a bachelor.

Peter Cleghorn, of whom the next letters from
Clatto are full, had now left India for good, and
was living at Wakefield with his four children, the -
little daughters who had been left for some time at
Madras in the charge of his brother John's widow,
having joined their brothers. That lady, whom
her old father-in-law treated with the greatest kind-
ness, appears from the Cleghorn letters to have
been a far from pleasing character.

Of Peter's three unmarried sisters, the one named
Jessie was the special Clatto crony.

CLATTO, June 2nd, 1827.
MY DEAREST JOHN,

Y ou judge perfectly right in wishing to come home upon
eight hundred a year. What is the value of riches if
purchased by loss of health & strength : one advice | must
give you, do not trust your money to any private indi-
vidual, but put it in the hands of John Company.

| have lived long enough to know that many people
have come home to poverty by reason of the agents they
employed, who reason with themselves—" It is quite the
same to our friend if he gets his interest from us, & there
is no fear of the principal in the way we shall buy it out,
& to ourselves the advantage will be great."

| am led to these wise reflections by our good friend
Peter Cleghorn's case. He remitted three thousand to
afriend in London, the friend reasoned as above, & now
there is not the smallest chance of his ever being able to
pay principal or interest.

Peter brought two thousand in his pocket, but thought
he would have five to do many things with.
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He, his sister, Mrs. Campbell, & Jessie Cleghorn spent
last week here, they stayed two days at Blebo & one at
the Manse. Peter is the same fine fellow as ever, but at
present his spirits are not as buoyant as they would have
been.

Poor Jessie Cleghorn is a sad ruin, she has got a great
redness in her face & is extremely thin. Mrs. Campbell
looks better than ever.

All thiswhile | was never speaking of Susan & her little
boy; she was delivered of a son—John George—& was
doing to a wish, but got a back-going from a fright from a
drunken sick nurse.

Itisvery remarkable that thisis the second fright Susan
has had by drunken sick nurses.

CLATTO, Sept. nth, 1827.

. Peter Cleghorn, | think, has got up his spirits, &
the people are busy marrying him, not to one but to
several.

Among the happy ones are Charlotte, Catherine, little
Cathey & Georgina, & | should think they would now add
Miss Jane Davison, Mrs. Captn. Speir's sister, for she is
staying at Wakefield & driving about in his droskey, a
kind of carriage which | believe you have not yet got in
India; it holds four, & if you drive it by a poney of a
certain size you pay no tax, ours was driven by one of that
description formerly, but now | have but one horse for all
work & it was necessary to haveit strong, so they make me
pay for the droskey too.

Susan & her family are here at present, delightful
creatures, & little John George the most lively happy child
| ever saw.

Mariaalso has anicelittlefellow about six weeks old, he
is called Robert.!

They are all to be here on Tuesday the 18th, & it will
be quite amusing to see two little squeekers, as Robert
Malcolm? calls them. He came here on hisway from the

! Robert Bethune (1827-94). Served in the 92nd Gordon
Highlanders. Was for seventeen years Adjutant of the Fife
battalion of the Black Watch.

2 Her eldest nephew who was " studying physic" in
Edinburgh.
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nghlands loaded with grouse. . . . All our people in
Edin". are fond of him & he is much with them.

Mrs. Bruce has given Georgina & me an invitation to
spend three months with her in winter, & | mean to go for
three weeks, or perhaps four.

Charlotte is at Gogar Bank, where her company is
highly prized, but there is not the smallest chance of Sir
William giving either her or any member of the family any
solid proof of his friendship.

| fancy he thinks What the ever to beregretted William
left Maria & Georgina' is quite sufficient.

| am most thankful, however, that Henry is his man of
business. No man can do more generous things than he
does, only in our wisdom & self-loveweshouldlikealittle
of it directed to those members of our family who would be
so much the better for it.

The two Catherines are by way of being at Clatto, but
they have been up on along visit near Hilton, & they
soon go to Fotheringham.

It is near dinner time & so | must leave you ; we have
the pleasure of your picture on one side of the room &
William's on the other, & they are often spoken of durl ng
the meal.

On the 23rd of the following month Charlotte
Somerville married again; it must have been a
quickly arranged and quiet affair, but it gave great
satisfaction to her relations, the bridegroom, John
Mill, being an old and intimate friend, and nephew
by marriage to Mrs. Bruce.

She had been twenty-three at the time of her
first marriage ; she was now forty-three.

With high spirits and a keen sense of humour—
although the plainest of a bevy of good-looking
sisters—she was the most popular.

No letter announcing the marriage has survived.
She wrote to John a month after the wedding.

! Young Fettes had left what little money he had at his
disposa to his two youngest cousins.
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EDINBURGH, 26th November, 1827.
MY DEAREST BROTHER,

| am quite ashamed when | think that it is a whole
month since | received your most kind letter with your
magnificent present of 50 pounds.

Receive my warmest thanks, it could never have come
at a more seasonable time for | was then busily engaged
in buying my marriage cloathes, however | managed to
buy them with my own money, & laid out yours for a
very handsome lamp for our drawing-room, a thing that
would certainly not have been bought by us at this time,
but a thing we intended to treat ourselves to bye & bye.

After getting all ready for my marriage | found | had
about forty pounds left, so | sent over a painter & got
my mother's picture done, & a copy from my father's.

We have got a charming house at the West end of
Princes Street, & find it a great comfort being so near our
kind friend Mrs. Bruce. You never saw a woman SO
happy as she is at our marriage. We were to have gone
over to Clatto & Blebo about a fortnight ago, but un-
fortunately Mr..Mill broke atendon of hislegin dancing
areel with Mrs. Bruce, & hasbeen laid on a sofa ever since.

We go to London next month to stay at my kind friends
the Murrays. On the way home we visit good old Doctor
Somerville & Genera Elliot.

Susan has taken the house next to us which is truly
delightful as we s both her & the dear boys (who are
perfect patterns of children) very often. . . .

Meanwhilein India, in consequence of thereturn
of some senior officersto Madras, William Deas |ost
his troop, and wrote to ask his uncle if he could
apply to the Colonel of hisregiment, who had been
an old friend of his father's.

. 1 should not be so troublesome if | were only
concerned for myself, but Hilton sold so ill & there were
so many debts to pay off that my mother's income was
much reduced two years ago.

This was mentioned to me at the time by my worthy
grandfather, who particularly requested me to make it up
if possible, & which | have doneregularh’ ever since but
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now | don't know how to manage it, & it will be a great
annoyance to me as my mother has always been the
kindest mother to me.

Sir Thomas Munro, Governor of Madras, was
just about to conclude his distinguished Indian
career, and my grandfather decided to apply to
him direct for an appointment for his nephew.

... | declare solemnly that | would not have troubled
you if the youth in question had been merely my nephew,
but | am convinced that he would do honour to your
selection by his future conduct.

This part of Indiais now going on pretty well, & not
likely to be serlously disturbed for a long time, unless
perhaps Ranjit Singh' were to die, when the quarrels of
his sons may possibly compel us to take an active part
towards securing tranquillity on that frontier.

With my best wishes for your happy meeting with your
family at home. . . .

On the reply reaching him, he wrote to
Catherine:

... | am now looking out anxiously to learn the
decision that may take place in regard to Aleck's destin-
ation. If an Infantry Cadetship only be procurable, |
entreat you as you value your son's success in life, to try
at least to have him sent to Bengal, where there are double
the number of openings for situations out of the common
routine of the Service.

| have received a letter which appears to me very
favourable in regard to Sir Thomas Munro's intentions to
serve William. Heis a man of few words, . . . but the
more active appointments, such as Brigade Mgjors, are
not in the gift of the Governor, they belong to the patron-
age of the Commander-in- -Chief.

L Mahargjzh Ranjit Singh (1780-1839). A Sikh leader of
military genius who, after recognizing the strength of the
Brltlsh Raj, kept his engagements loyally with the Govern-
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Sir Thomas Munro * was at this time dead—of
cholera, and on reception of the news at Jaipur,
John wrote to his successor, Mr. Grame (an old
friend), on behalf of his nephew:

. . . Theinstances of good fortune that have attended
you of late years have, | assure you, given me very great
satisfaction.

| sincerely hope that since we last parted (at old
Howkin's house it was, at Bangalore) that you have been
an altered man in regard to the value placed on the current
coin passing through your hands, & | trust that in five or
six yearstime, when | hope to revisit England, | shall have
the pleasure of seeing you in the enjoyment of a handsome
fortune, & in possession of a handsome landed estate,
where | shall certainly lay my account with a good bottle
of claret & a hearty welcome, when | come as a quiet,
moderately equipped old bachelor to pay you a visit.

| hope we may have a rubber of billiards, or even rackets
if our limbs be not too stiff by that time of day.

| am quite thrown out of the recreation of music now-
a-days, but since | saw you | have had a great deal of it at
Calcutta, the Isle of France & other places, & | have added
alittle attainment on the violin-cello to my former practice
with theflute, but itis (asthe French say) " uninstrument
bien ingrat,” & requires a great deal of pains.

I am much plagued by an obstinate, perverse, tyranical
old Ranee, who takes precious care that my office shall be
no sinecure, " Adieu, my dear Grame".

On August 30th, he wrote to his mother:

It grieves me much that | shall not be the only sufferer
by this unfortunate bank failure. Asfor myself, it is not
the money | grudge, it is the time, the extratime | shall in
conseguence be kept from seeing you & living with you.

Happiness is the search of all, but very few have the
same notion as to what it consists in.

So far from being pleased my happiness would be much

! General Sir Thomas Munro (1761-1827), Governor of
Madras—1820-7. He died on July 6th, just before he should
have embarked for England.
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diminished by compliance with your request; | trust I
shall hear no more of it—surely the most sensible plan is
not to deprive myself of i t; who knows how long lifeisto
last. Give old John Baird asuit of Sunday clothes out of
myhnext remittment if you like, which will please both you
& him. :

The death of Sir Thomas Munro is a sad public mis-
fortune, for he was warmly interested in the welfare of the
Company's Service, & there was not a single individual
who possessad such influence with the Indian Authorities
in England. . . .

During all May, June & July | have been plagued with
headaches & indigestion & weight about the liver.

| accordingly intend applying for leave to visit the
snowy mountains next year. . . .

September 20th. . . . | had a long letter from qur
friend, Hugh Playfair, lastnight. He hasamost lucrative
appointment, for he has now a clear £20,000, & some years
ago he had nothing. He has thoughts of going home in
October, 1828, & seems determined to take up his abode
permanently at St. Andrews.

S. E. Low's next.letters were from Clatto, the
visit to Edinburgh having been postponed:

December 5th, 1827.

. By the way, after what you said of your aversion
to medicine, you will be not a little surprised at my sending
you a dozen boxes of Butler's Aperient Powders, but they
are highly recommended & so very pleasant to the taste &
in their effects.

| am sure that youwill like them & in that case send to
mefor more. | wrote to Butler yesterday asking if he had
any correspondent at Calcutta & Madras, who would get
them sent out to Jyepoor & Nagpore, for | mean likewise
to send my dear William the same number of boxes. . . .

Jan. 21st, 1828.

.| had the happiness to receive yours of July 18th,
saying that the next hot season you meant to apply for
leave to go where the Governor resides.

| wrote to you about John Baird's death, afaithful good
servant he was. | gave Christie, his widow, apound & a
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suit of mourning from you. | told her she had leave to
remaininthehouse, & | gave her threebolls of meal, three
bolls of potatoes, apig, things out of the garden & a quart
of new milk every morning, so that in fact she has little to
provide for except tea & snuff, which | believe she can well
afford at present.

Poor Mrs. Bayne died last week of a lingering painful
illness. | hardly think she has ever been out of the house
since her husband's® death two yearsago. He left Dura
to Mary, to return to the family if she had no children, &
has let Rires for a thousand a year to a good tenant.
Doctor & Mrs. Macdonald say they have authority to
maintain that William is attached to Georgina, but | see
no signs of it in his conduct.

| think in all hislife he never called a dozen of times,
however | daresay if the lady gave encouragement it would
be very acceptable, but that she will never do.

William is awonderful creature, all things considered,
but never was there a man of his expectations brought up
in such amanner ; heisnow betweenforty & fifty years of
age, & has never been further from his own door than
Dundee—perhaps a fortnight at Perth with the Yeo-
manry, & onenightinEdinboro' with Peter Cleghorn, who
took him to the Play & thought he was to be enchanted,
but he looked upon the players as poor performers.

Aleck Deas has not succeeded at Addiscombe, conse-
guently cannot beappointedtoeither Artilleryor Cavalry,
but we hope for Cavalry or Infantry. He is dreadfully
careless & thoughtless to a degree about money.

It is an unspeakable blessing to have manageable well-
disposed children, & that having been my case, | have
always been most thankful for it.

| wrote so lately that | thought it almost needlessto take
alarge sheet, but it seems | havefilledit, which puts mein
mind of some pretty French lines:

" Pour vous lorsque Ton 6crit
En commencant le volume,
Le cceur Sgare L'esprit,
L'esprit 6gare la plume.”

! Alexander Bayne of Rires and Dura. Mary Bayne of
Dura, which was close to Clatto, was married to a Dalgleish,
the then laird of Scotscraig.
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Her next was written in Edinburgh:

Feb. 23rd, 1828.

. | wrote you a short time ago of our intentions of
coming here, but | grieve to say that our dear friend Mrs.
Bruce is such an invalid that she is forbid to se any
persons. . . .

We are staying with Susan. Catherine has been com-
plaining agood deal, tho* not so as to prevent her going to
parties in the evening in a Chair, where to say truth sheis
much admired. Her complaint is spleen.

She is blessed with a kind affectionate nurse in little
Catherine.

The agitation she has been kept in about Aleck has been
hard upon her, but now that the parting is fairly over |
think she will get better.

Aleck could not be sent back to Addiscombe for in-
corrigible idleness, but Mr. Ravenshaw has most kindly
got him a Cadetcy of Infantry in the Bengal Establish-
ment, & Henry set off with him last Monday for L ondon.

Y our kindness to me enabled me to give Catherine fifty
pounds to help to fit him out.

Charlotte is quite happy in her new situation, Mr. Mill
Is a Stirling character, rather a grave man in general, but
well amused with her liveliness.

Heisagreat contrast from poor Somerville, who wastoo
much for his own interest the life of every company he
liked, & as Miss Halkinstone would have said—" My
word," he could be as disagreeable where he did not like.

He was tall, handsome & clever, had been his mother's
darling, his father's oracle, & spoiled & flattered by the
whole family. Such aman was not likely to make an atten-
tive husband ; Mr. Mill, | am persuaded, will always be so.

The Macdonalds are to be at Sir William's the beginning
of next month ; we are engaged to a party there on the
7th, to one at Mr. Mill's on the 6th, & to one at Mr. Camp-
bell, Jean Cleghorn's husband, later in the month.

So you s the invitations are for distant days, without
which there would be no securing aparty ; meanwhile we
meet other days without ceremony, either dinner, break-
fast or evening.

Sir William & Lady Fettesgive usdrivesto the country
almost every day, after which he is commonly set down at
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the New Club (tho' it is of pretty old standing), & there he
reads the papers & plays billiardstill dinner time, which is
sometimes half-past five, sometimes six. My head is con-
fused with the noise & bustle of this town.

In the following month, from Clatto, she writes
again: '

Peter Cleghorn is for the present either gone to the
continent or is going. He has been obliged to give Mrs.
John, his sister-in-law, two thousand pounds by some
arrangement, & indeed he behaved handsomely to her,
tho* | imagine that it was for the same reason that Gil Blas
bestowed his charity upon the cripple, whose hat, sur-
rounded by arosary, was in the middle of the road, ready
to recelve the donations of the fiddles effvayis !

Peter was at this time not lacking in advice from
his sagacious old father," who draws a far from
flattering picture of his country neighbours.

You are too young & possess too much good sense,
talents & habits of business to sink into that most de-
plorable of characters, a country laird. The advantage of
foreign travel would be to you very great, but would afford
little chance of bettering your condition, & if youreturn &
settle in Fife, would transubstantiate a system of manners
& conversation merely tolerable, into unconquerable
disgust.

. . Your wisest alternative is the resumption of your
profession in London. The business of the Privy Council
& India Appeals ought to be the branches to which you
may direct your attention. . . .

S. E. Low's letter concludes by referring to a
marriage which had recently made some stir in
Fife. John Bruce, Keeper of the State Paper
Office and Historiographer to the East India Com-
pany, who had bought the ruins of Falkland Palace

' The old man, in an earlier letter, had spoken of being
confined to intercourse with " the little minds of little men.’
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and the adjoining mansion of Nuthill, had died in
the preceding year, leaving everything to his
brother's daughter:

Our great Fife heiress, Miss Bruce of Falkland, ismarried
to Mr. Tindall, a London attorney—what a change of
fortune for him.  She has three hundred thousand pounds.
Her uncle, who was King's Printer, bought Falkland from
General Moncrieff. | am told she is lively & agreeable,
but is of colour & her age above forty. . . . Her uncle
was against the marriage, he wished her to marry a man of
business. However, she told him she might marry no
man of business, but that he would come to be one as soon
as he married her. . . .

Before leaving Jaipur for the hills, John Low
wrote again to his mother, explaining the rules of
the Company with regard to senior officers.

| observe that you are not aware of the rigid rules of the
Company's Service. The privilege of remaining at home
- with rank going on belongs exclusively to those who have
obtained the rank of Commandant of a regiment.

Lt.-Colonels, Majors, Captains are compelled to declare
in two years after reaching England if they mean to retire
from the Service or return to it.

If the former, they are struck off the lists, if they resolve
on the latter they sometimes, as a favour, are allowed to
stay one year or two years more before returning to this
country.

Their rank goes on provided they go back to India to
confirm it.

From these rules the Company cannot depart by Act of
Parliament.

Three months later he reached his destination:

MUSSOURIE IN THE HIMALAYA MOUNTAINS 6,700 ft.
above the level of the sea 28th April, 1828.
MY DEAREST MOTHER,

| ascended from the plains to this delightful cool region
about ten days ago, & as the heat had very greatly in-
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creased before | reached the foot of the hills, you will
readily suppose that | enjoyed the translation not a little.

| am sitting in a small-sized tent & the thermometer
stands at 71, whilethe purity & lightness of the air is such
that one feds as though the temperature was much lower.

My first scheme was to travel at once into the interior of
thisinteresting country, & to have visited in the course of
the next month the place where the Governor resides, but
on making two or three experiments | found the fatigue
(the hills are often so excessively steep that one is obliged
to walk & have the hill poneysled) brought back the pain
inmy liver, & having thekind offer of half afriend's house
(Captn. Townsend) to livein during the approaching rainy
season, | decided to stay here till September.

By that time the weather will be delightfully fair &
cold, & | shall take a couple of months ramble in the
mountains before descending to the plains, & include avisit
of afew days to the Governor,* who lives at aplace called
Simla

The scenery all around isvery beautiful & imposing—to
the South there is a clear view of awell-cultivated valley
called Doom, & to the East, North & West a succession of
stupendous mountains, tumbling over each other as it
were in splendid confusion, while the clouds that generally
envelop the higher peaks, from frequently changing
density & positions, often show the mountains in fantastic
& apparently altered situations.

Then the face of the country is covered with verdure of
all sorts; we have the oak, the rhododendron, the fir-tree
—all unknown to the plains, & many old acquaintances of
the vegetable world, equally strangersto me for 23 years—
such as the fern bush, the dog-rose, the barbary, the violet,
cowslip, etc.

The sight was truly animating. | may aswell mention
another advantage—one end of the ridge on which the
cottages are built, was fixed upon for sick European
soldiers from the Upper Provinces of the Bengal Establish-
hment, & in consequence two medical men always reside

ere. :

Sil :_ord Amherst was the first Governor-General to visit
mla
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CHAPTER 1V
Two 18th Century Bengal Writers

HE next entry in the letter-book occurs
ten months later. It is written at
Meerut on February 28th, 1829.

At Mussourie John had been thrown into con-
tact with the Judge of Bareilly and his family,
who were spending some months in the hills, and
in William Dick's sister-in-law he found the long-
despaired-of " young lady to his taste in every
respect * who, in spite of twenty-one years of
difference of age, did not find him too old for a
husband.

A very long letter to Mrs. Low announcing my engage-
ment to Miss Shakespear. My marriage must necessarily
retard my arrival at Clatto, but she and my sisters will
feel reconciled to this when they reflect that | shall be so
much happier in the meantime.

Her advent into his life was indeed to delay his
return for many years, but from that time on-
wards he carried with him an uninterruptedly
happy home life in all the stations which he
occupied.

Hitherto he had been mainly associated with
fellow Scotchmen who at this time were repre-
sented in India in far greater numbers than their
countrymen south of the Tweed : he was now to
be closely connected with two English families
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TWO 18TH CENTURY WRITERS

which for two generations had held high admin-
istrative posts in India, while the young folk of
the third were beginning to pour into the country.
His later correspondence abounds in references to
his young wife's relations, and in linking up with
an earlier erain the long-drawn-out work of con-
quest and consolidation of our Indian Empire,
some account of her forbears may be of interest.

Augusta Shakespear was the daughter of John
Talbot Shakespear, Bengal Civil Service, and
Emily, daughter of William Makepeace Thackeray.
ThisWilliam Thackeray (1749-1813), grandfather
of the novelist, was the sixteenth and youngest
child of Dr. Thomas Thackeray, D.D., headmaster
of Harrow, and his widowed mother secured for
him a nomination as a Writer in the East India
Company's service in Bengal. Twelve months
after his arrival, Augusta's other grandfather,
John Shakespear, born in the same year and
destined for the same service, set foot in India.
He had left behind him an equally happy home,
and was likewise the first member of his family to
embark for the East. The Shakespear family had
been prosperous City folk for some generations.
The first known ancestor was one " John Shake-
spear, Roapemaker " of Shakespear's Walk, Shad-
well, born circa 1619.) He was a sturdy fellow
whose life extended into four reigns including the
Commonwealth. Under the second Charles the
family narrowly missed extinction, all his four
children (three had previously died in infancy)
being swept off by the Plague, he and his wife,
however, surviving to become the parents of yet
another seven.

! His body was interred at Shadwdl in 1689
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For over three centuries the family cherished
the belief that they were descended from Thomas
Shakespear, an uncle of the poet, whose son John,
there is good reason to believe, moved to London
and became the King's bit-maker in the parish of
St. Clement Danes, but as the most painstaking
recent research™ has failed to trace the missing
link, it must remain unproven. The second
generation moved to Stepney Causeway, then a
fashionable mercantile locality, and the head of
the third, a wealthy man, became Mr. Alderman
Shakespear and Master of the Worshipful Com-
pany of Ironmongers.

From that time onwards the younger sons for-
sook business for other professions, the Indian
Civil Service and Army absorbing the greater
number. But the rope-making business and the
old mansion in Stepney remained in the possession
of successive heads of the family for close on two
hundred years. It was the second building on the
site belonging to the Shakespear family, and was
built about 1750. It still stands in its present
mean and crowded neighbourhood, and all who
can afford to pay ninepence can secure a lodging
there for the night. From its description (as
already a back-number) in a novel written over
seventy years ago-it must have been a pleasant
home from which the budding Writer parted in
the winter of 1766.%

We are standing on the doorstep of that house which
was once tenanted by Alderman Shakespear ... Itisa

> This was undertaken by my father. _
The Race for Wealth, writtenin 1866 by Mrs. J. H. Riddell,
who was born in a house which was amost opposite.

66
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delicious house, so peaceful, so unlike an thing onewould
look for in such a neighbourhood. YIS

The authoress speaks, too, of a large window
which in earlier days had looked on to " a pleasant
garden well stocked with fruit, and beyond it a
small paddock, now covered by Dorset Street/'
John Shakespear’ was the second of the Alder-
man's family of fourteen children, and at the age
of seventeen, on obtaining a certificate from a Mr.
Jos. 