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INTRODUCTION.

Ever since the evolution of man began from_the brutal
state, Great Persons have stepped into and passed
away from this world leaving behind their marks in
the annals of the progress of mankind. They are the
light guiding and shaping men’s thoughts and actions in
their bewildering journey of life. They are the proclaimers
of the unspeakable significance, the unreachable height, the
immeasurable breadth and the unfathomable depth of the

Infinite Power. By them the whole world moves ; in them
the whole world rests ; for them the whole world longs.
The history of the world is the history of these Great Men.
Leaving the prehistorical periods, a little thoughtful mind
can, from the dawn of documentary history down to modern
times, perceive how thc world has been affected by the
appearance of the personages like Buddha, Christ, Alexan-
dar, Sankara, Kalidas and Shakespeare. These Great Men
or Heroes, as they are justly called, are not confined to a
certain country or to a certain age. They have been making
their appearance in different corners in different ages.
Wherever they appeared, whether in the meditative East or
in the practical West, they werc received with divine honor,
regarded with admiration and adored with prostration. “The
worship of a Hero” truly says Carlyle, ““is transcendent
admiration of a Great Man...... No nobler feeling than this
of admiration for one higher than himself dwells in the
breast of man.” Architects built temples in their honour ,
sculptors carved their pictures on wood and stone ; painters



drew their figures in beautiful colors; poets sang their
heroic deeds. Through the veil of thirty and more centu-
ries, we can clearly see the poetic genius, even in the
earliest stages of intellectual development, bent towards
venerating, worshipping and extolling the heroic element
wherever found. The Vedic Rishis sang the glory of The
Great Hero, Valmiki that of Rama and Vyasa that of Srce-
krishna. It is this poetic instinct that excited the burning
emotions of Sreenatha, the grandest, if not the first of the
galaxy of Telugu Poets, to sing the valour of the Heroes of
the Palnad and it is the history of these Palnad Heroes, de-
picted by Sreenatha that is found in the following pages of
this book, These warriors had left their distant home on the
banks of the Narmada, migrated into the broad grand plains
of the Palnad and settled therc—settled never to return.
They conquered and colonized the country and ever since
the Palnad has been called their home and they have been
styled, ¢ Palnad Heroes.” They held undisturbed sway
over it and diffused their religion and civilization among the
people. They have built cities, made tanks, constructed
anicuts, dug canals, erected temples and raised fortresses
in the Palnad and the surrounding country, traces of which
remain to this day whispering in the listening ears, dumb
as they are, wonderful tales about the mental and material
progress of their makers in days gone by. Fortunately or
unfortunately, the country had their rule only for a short
time. During that short period, they held such a wonder-
ful sway as was never equalled in the annals of the medize-
val history of India. Their love for the subjects was
unlimited. Their principles of duty were unequalled. Their
indomitable valour was unparalleled. The chaotic battle.
field was their sporting ground. The roar of the trumpets



was their delightful sound. The bare flashing sword was
their walking-stick. They were strict but not bard; they
were brave but not ferocious ; they were valiant but not
cruel. Fear, they did not know ; lawlessness, they did not
hear ; death, they did not horror. After peacefully gover-
ning the country for a short period, in a great fratricidal
war that ensued, they, sacrificing their lives in defence of
their rights and for the honour of their country, displayed
astounding and superhuman prowess which, as was natu-
rally the case in those ancient times, held them deified in
the eyes of the people dumb with awe and wonder. What
with their humane government and what with their extra-
ordinary character, they have earned the love, respect and
admiration of the people as no other ephemeral sovereign
had done. Villages are named after them. Temples are de-
dicated to them. Their pictures are carved upon stones.
Gorgeous processions are held in their honour. People
vie with each other in paying their adoration irrespective
of caste and creed. I cannot refrain from quoting in this
connection the following lines of that famousarchaeologist,
Robert Sewell, concerning these Heroes:---

“ It is a curious fact that, while the Palnad He-
roes themselves worshipped indiscriminately Vishnu and
Siva and while this mixture of worship is still largely ob-
served in this out of the way part of the country, we have
in this Heroes’ temple a sort of Mussalman coalition into
the bargain. The Mussalmans take part in the annual festi-
val and pay their devotions to the souls of the Heroes ; and
the walls of the temple are discolored with the splashes of
chunam water and rved paint thrown on them by Muham-
madan admirers.” Lists of Ant. Vol, L.
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The construction of the temple itself is attributed to
a Mahammadan whose grave is still to be seen within the
precincts of the temple. Our admiration is all the more in-
creased when we read the story of a female of Panta Keddi
family, who, acting, as the Commander-in-chief, made such
wild charges, evinced such gigantic valour and fought with
such stupendous courage as would excite the wonder of
Nelsons and Nopoleans. Thousands of people flock together
every year at Karempudi, the scence of the great battle, from
almost all parts of the Telugu country. The people are very
ardent in their faith in the Heroes. They worship them as
Gods. In marriages and such like ceremonies, the symbols
of the Heroes stand on the sacred altars in the houses of
the people even to this day. 1t is really interesting to see
how Veroism (Hero-worship) which resembles to some
extent the Norse faith of Scandinavia and the Shintoism of
Japan, originated in the Palnad and extended its influence
thoughout the Telugu country, This Hero-worship has
been continuing here for eight centuries and, though an
orthodox religionist may coldly speak, a gloomy theolo-
gian may disapprove, and a haughty atheist may laugh at the
idea, yet must continue as long as the Earth turns round
the sun, of course, not in the same form in which it now
exists in the illiterate country-folk uninfluenced by modern
science and civilization.

This ballad of the Palnad Heroes, apart from its ethi-
cal and ethnical interest, marks a new era in the history of
Telugu Literature. Telugu Literature seemingly beginning
from Nannaya Bhatta, before whom the existence of Telugu
works is only a hypothetical entity, greatly developed and
arrived at a pitch of excellence, in the writings of Srecna-



tha, that has neither been equalled nor surpassed in subse-
quent years. Sreenatha, as a real poet, has clear insight
into the recesses of human nature. He always expresses
his own thoughts and feelings and does not imitate the des-
criptions of his forerunuers so often and so shamefully as
most of the Telugu poets do. He is never satisfied with
using hereditary similes as Samuel Johnson calls them.
His ways of description are peculiar to himself. He does
not appear to have cared so much for the convention-
alities of art as for the thought and its expression.
For ceremony, he is a Vira Saivite, but for religion he
seems to belong to the school of rational philosophers as
they may be called. Though we cannot claim for him
subtler elements of morality, his movements seem to be
entirely in high society and he was the greatest scholar of
his age in the Telugu country,

The Palnati Veeracharitra, the work of such a great
poet, has been unpublished and unknown to the general
public until this time. It, in the course of four hundred
and more years through which it kept its existence, under-
went many changes, though not radical, in its composition
Somehow or other, the book, from very early times, has
always been in the hands of the illiterate low caste beggars
who sing the story to the people and receive something in
reward from them. These illiterate people who possess the
book never like the idea of publishing it thinking that, if
published, every one would know those poems. Brahmins,
in general, think it madness to pay close attention to the
singing of these beggars and disgrace to hold conversation
with them. Moreover, this voluminous poem is not in one
place with one person but portions of it are scattered



thioughout the Telugu country. Under such circumstances,
the readers can imagine the awkward position in which 1
was when trying to get the book and the difficulties that
would present themselves before finally succeeding in the
attempt. In a way, I have now published this part of the
whole poem and eagerly expect encouragement from the
Telugu Public to bring out the remaining portions also
within a short time. 1 have fixed the date of the war and
the original home of the Heroes in my Telugu introduction
with the light of the few historical accounts, P'uranas and
inscriptions I could have access to and if students
of history kindly give their valuable suggestions upon the
points, 1 shall feel highly grateful and acknowledge my
indebtedness te them  Although the book had been given
to the press nearly one year back, it could not be completed
till now owing to my limited means and time that I couid
devote for it in the midst of other duties. My best thanks
are, however, due to M. R. Ry. D. Kesava Row Pantulu
Garu, I'roprictor of the Vani Press, for the kind and timely
help he rendered me in many ways in bringing the book
to its present form at least so carly as this,

Bizwaba,
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“ 1 may mention that lead in found is considerable
quantitics near Karempudi in the Palnad, but the mincs
are not now worked. Copper is found both in the Palnad
and Vinukonda Talugs.”  (Seryy 8540 s-Bogmdsy dssw o8
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(Memoirs of the Geological Survey of India, Volume 8) «a
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‘“ Along the eastern edge of the Tumrukota Range,
there are traces of old diamond workings, more decidedly
around Mallavaram on the right bank of the Kistna where
the limestones lapping round the base of the hill have been
regularly undermined to get at the quartzite beneath them
containing diamonds  Here there certainly seems good
proof of the existance of a set of diamond bearing beds
perfectly distinguishable from the quartzites of which the
rest of the Range is mainly made, for the debris and other
evidence of the old workings ave strictly confined to the
edge of the limestones. ..o o L .These works
date from the Moghul rule.”
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‘“ A more poetical derivation of Palnad is ‘Milk Land’
from the light cream-coloured marble that abounds there.”
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