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PREFACE.

ONF of the original aims of the Student’s Gibbon, as stated
by its compiler and former editor, the late Sir Wilham
Smith, was to suit the convenience of “the geneial 1eader,
whose time o1 circumstances prevent him from studying so
large a work as Gibbon’s, but who wishes to make himself
acquainted with some of the most memorable events in the
history of man” 'This aim has not been forgotten mn the
present volume, the text presented 1s very nearly that of
the edition of 1876 the changes which have bewn intro-
duced are mainly 1a the direction of a restoration to the
original form 1n which 1t was selected fiom Gibbon’s history

and the general rcader can still enjoy the very words of
much of the historian’s narrative and reflexions without
bemng oppressed by the bulk of his complete work. But
1t has been felt that the student required something more,
and this has been supplied by the notes and appendices.
The notes have been employed, 1n a few cases to correct,
But in the majornity merely to supplement the statements
of the text. The appendices contain information which
I held to be¢* necessary to a full comprechension of the
subjects or periods discussed 1n the chapters to which they
have been added, but which was of too detailed a chaiacter
to be conveniently included in the notes. As a history
of the compass of the Student’s Gibbon may serve the
useful purposes of an introduction to a more advanced,
study of the subject and of a work of reference to larger
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V1 PREFACE.

treatises, 1t has been thought advisable to add to eacl
chapter a brief Dibhogiaphy of the chief modern work
bearing on the events of which 1t treats

The employment of notes and appendices has enable
me to avoid tamperng to any great extent with Gibbon’
text. The chief exceptions relate to legal history and t
chronology. With 1egard to the fust, none of Gibbon’
characteristic views have been altered, but, besides certau
msertions which I have allowed to remaimn 1n the chapte
on Justmian’s legislation, a word or phrasc has here anc
there been added i various pottions of the work to brimg
the information conveyed by the historian up to the leve
of the greater tcchnical accuracy which has been attanec
m modern times  With regard to the sccond, where Gibbo
has admittedly inverted the true order of events, then
proper sequence has heen restored.  Where 1t was possible
this restoration has becn effected 1in the text, where the
chronologtcal facts were uncertain, they have been discussed
n a note

A pecuhar difficulty attending the pubhcation of a
historical work meant to serve the purposes of the Student’s
Gibbon 15 presented by the spelling of names that ae
neither Roman nor Hellenic.  While the modern tendency
15 to reproduce Germanic names m what 1s supposed to be
therr ongmnal Teutomc form, Gibbon’s procedure was, as
a rule, to reproduce the derived form, whether Grecised
or Latimised. I have not felt mysclf justified in departing
from his practice, and have, therefore, not ventured to make
such substitutions as thosc of Chlojo for Clogdion, Chlodwig
for Clovis, Athaulf for Adolphus, but I have adopted the
compromise of adding i brackets after the dernived name,
where 1t first occurs, its supposcd original form.

The four maps, which have been specially prepared fo1
this edition, exhibit the Roman Empire at different stages
of 1ts growth or dechne. The only one which calls for
notice n a preface 1s that which represents the divisions of
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the empire after the time of Diocletian. The careful reader
of the Student’s (Gibbon will hardly need the warming that
such a map can only be typical. I have here presented
what, on the whole, was the most permanent arrangement,
but the shifting of preefecturcs and provinces prevents any
map of the kind from representing with perfect accuracy the
admmistrative subdivisions of the Empne for any great
length of time.

The chief poimnts kept in view 1 the msertion or renewal
of 1illustiations have been their bearing on the text, then
mstructiveness, and their genummeness and care has been
taken, in this as mn former editions, to make them strictly
subservient to the nanative, and not to intioduce them as
merc ornaments to the text. The obligation expressed m
former cditions to the officials of the British Museum must
here be repeated, and I gratefully add my acknowledgment
of the services of Canon C. Evans, who has kindly revised
the wholce of the proofs.

A. H. J. G.
Ovfordy, November, 1898

British Museum



Column of the Emperor Marcian at Constantinople.



Coin of Anastasius [

CONTENTS.

CHAPTER I

Tur Ex1eNT, PROSPERITY, AND CONSITIUTION Ol 1HL KMPIKE IN 1THE AGE OF

LHE ANTONINES

Page Page
INTRODUCT ION 2 Italy and the provinces 9
Moderation of Augustus 3 Colonies and Mumapal towns 10
Imitated by his successors 30! Davision of the Laun and Greek
Conquest of Pritamn, the first ! rovinces 10
exception to 1t 3 ! General use of both languages 11
Conquest of Dacia, the second ! Populousness ot the Roman
exception . 3 Emplre 12
Conquests of Trajan in the East 4 | Obedience and union
Resigned by his successor Ha- f System of the Imperial govern-
drnan . 4 | ment 12
Pacific system of Hadrian and | Augustus takes the title of 27 22-
the two Antonines 4 ’ ceps and the Proconsulare 1mn-
Number and disposition of the ! pertn 13
legions 4 Division of the provinces between
View of the Provinces of the i the Emperor and the Senate 13
Roman Empire Ttal 5 | Augustus preserves his military
Western division of the Eyumpedn ! command and guards in Romc
provinces Sp .n,Gaul,Britamn 5 ‘ itself 14
Eastern division of the European | Possesses Iribunitian powers 14
provinces Rhatia, Noricum Ts Pontllfex Mazximus 14
and Pannoma, Mcesia and l Impenal prerogatives 15
Dacia 6 | ‘L he Magistrates 135
Thrace, Macedoma, and Achaia 7 Lhe Senate 16
Asiatic provinces Asia Minor, Court of the Emperors 16
Syria, Pheenicia, and Palestine 7 Deification of the Emperors 16
Egypt 8 Titles of Augustus and Caesar 17
Africa 8 Designation of a successor  of
The Mediterranean, with 1ts ‘Iiberius, Titus, Trajan, Ha
wlands 9 drian, and the Antonines 17
General 1dea of the Roman The two Antomnes happiness
Empire 9 | of the Roma.is 1R



X CONTENTS.

CHAPTER 1II

Re1GNs oF Covintopus, PERTINAX, Dipius JULIANUS, AND SLPTIMIUS SEVELUS

AD Page AD Pagc
180 Accession of Commodus  hischa Severus marches to Rome, and
racter 25 15 declared Emperor  death of
183 Conspiracy agamst his hife  his Julhan 31
hatred and cruelty towards the " 193-197 Defeat and death of Niger
Sente 25 and Albinus . 32
His  dissolute  ind  degrading Siege of Byzantium 23
ple'\sures 2 Government of Severus gene.al
193 His assassimation 27 peace and prosperity relax
Choice of Pertinax for Emperor 27 ation of military discipline 3
193 His murder by the Pratorian New establishment of the Pra

R
The Prztorian guards  then The office of Praetoriin Praefect 35

stitution and specious claims 29 New maxums of the Impenal
Lhey offer the empire to sale 1t prerogatine 35
15 purch wsed by Juhan 31 Julia Domna,the wife of Sevcrus

Revolt of Clodius Albinus m Bra

i
|
u wrds 28 ? torian gurds 3
'
i
“ their two sons, Caracalla and

tam, of Pescennius Niger 1n set 36
Syri, wnd of Septimius Seve 208-211 Severus goes mto Britam
rus i Pannoma  Septiumius his death 37

CIHHAPTER TIT

Rri1GNs oF Caracarna, Machrinus, ELAGABALUS, AND 51 VI RUS ALEXANDEK

21t Accession of Caracalla and Get « 40 Wise admumstration  of  his
212 Murder of Geta 40 mother Mamazen 47
Remorse and cruelty of Caracally 41 Character of Alexander 47
Death of Papimin 41 Stite of the army  deth of Ul
217 Assassimation of Caracalla 41 ptan  the historian o Cas
Edict of Caracally 43 S1us 48
217 Accession of Macrinus  he 227 1lhe Persian monarchy restored
tempts to reform the army 43 by Artaxerxes 48
218 Revolt of Elagibalus  death of Recapritulation of the War be-
Macrinus 44 tween the Parthian and Roman
Elagabidus kmperor 44 Fmpires 49
Picture of Elagabalus 45 231-733 ar between the Peraans
His superstition and profligacy 45 and Alexander 51
.22 His murder by the troops 45 235 Murder of Severus Alexander 51
Accession of Severus A{cx wnder 47

CHAPTER 1V.

RriGNs oF MAximIN, THE Two GorDIANS, MaximMus AND BaLBINvus, 1HE THIRD
Gorp1gN, AND PHILIP

Birth and fortunes of Maximin 55 238 Siege of Aﬁlilela by Maximin
f

235 Hesucceeds Severus Alexander death of Maximin 59
his cruelty 56 238 Massacre of Maximus and Bal

Election of the two Gordians 1n binus " 60

Africa their death 57 238-244 Reign of the third Gordian 61

238 Llection of Maximus and Bal- 244 Reign of Phulip 62

binus by the Senate 58 248 He celebrates the secular games 62

CIIAPTER V

THF RFIGNs or Decius, GaLius, AUMILIANUS, VALERIAN, AND GALLIENUS —
THE THIn1Y LyRANTS

249 Denth of Philip and accession of 25t The Gothic War 65
Decius 63 Defeat and death of Dectus 653
Origin and mugrations of the 251~ ig Reign and deathof Gallus 67
Goths .. . ¢ . . .. 64 253. Reign and death of A£milianus 68



CONTENTS.

AD
253 Accession of Valerian
Character of Valerian assoct
ates his son Galhienus n the
cmpire
253-268  General mo.fortuncs of their
reigns
Origin_and confeder iy ot the
Franks theyinvade Gaul and
Spain
Ongin of the Alcmannm
sypvade Gaul and Italy
Intoads of the Goths
lhe thiee naval expeditions of

the Goths

they

Page
68
68

63

09

69
70

70

Xt
AD Page
Conquest of Armema by the Per
s1ans 72
260 Valeriun defoted and taken pn
soncr by Sapor 73
Sapor overruns Syriv, Ciliay,
and Caipprdoann 73
Success of Odanathus agunst
Sapor 74
liewtment of Valerian by Sapor 74
Character and administiition of
Gallienus 74
Lhe Lhirty lyrants 75
F umine nd pestilence 77

CHAPTER VI

REIGNS oF CLAUDIUS, AURETIAN, Laci1us, Prosus, Carus, CARINUS, AND NUMERIAN

268 Aureolus mvades Italy 15 de-
feated, wnd besteged at Milan
Death of Gallienus

268 Accession of Claudius
Death of Aureolus
26y Victortes of Claudius over the
Goths
270 Death of Claudius
Accession of Aureliin his suc-
cessful reign
Concludes a tiewty with the
Goths, wmd resigns to them
the province of Dacia
271 Dcfets the Alemanm
Surrounds Rome with new walls
273 Defeats Letricus m Gaul
Character 1nd reign of Zenobin
272 Aurchan defeats .lad takes Ze-
nobi prisoner
273 Rebellion and rumn of Palmyra
Aurehnn suppresses the rebel-
lion of Firmus 1n Egypt
273 Irnumph of Aurelinn

His treatment of lLetricus and

l

Zenobha

Suppresses  an nsurrection  at
Romc
275 Marches mnto the Fast  his
1ssassination

275-276 Reign of 1acitus
276 surpation of Florinnus
Accession of Probus
277 Victories of Probus over the bau-
barians
He builds « wall fiom the Rhine
to the D wnube
Introduction and settlement of
the barban s

281 Lyumph of Probus
15 disaphine
282 His death

282-283 Reign of Carus  his Persian
victories and deith

Accession of Cirmnus and Nu-
merian

Character of Carinus

Death of Numerian

Death of Carinus

283

284
2853

CHAPTER VII

REIGN OF DIOCIETIAN, aND HIS THrrF Assoc1aiks, MaxiwiianN, GALERIUS, AND
CONSTANILIUS

Elevation and character of Dio
cletian

Assodtation and  character
Maximian .

Association of two Caesars, Ga-
lerius and Constantius

Suppression oi®the rebellion of
tLe Bagaude in Gaul

Revolt of Carausius 1in Britain

His death

Recovery of Britan
stantius

Defence of the frontiers of the
empire

Wars in Africh and gy pt

‘1 he Persian war

Restoration of liridates to Ar-
menia .

His expulsion by the Persians

296-297. The two campaigns of Ga-

283
286 of
293
286

293

296 by Con-

286

|

letius gamst the Persians
S treaty of peace between the
Perwians and Romans
303 Tiumph of Diocetian and

Maximian

Reaidence of the emperors at
Milan and Nicomedia

Debasement of Rome and the
Senate

Diocletian assumes new impernal
titles, and mtroducces the Per-
s1an ceremonid

New form of wdministr ition, two

Augustt ind two Casars .
Increase of taxes
305 Abdication of Diocletian and
Maximian
305-313 Retirement of Diocletian a®
Salona . .

87
88
83
89y
90
90
90
9o
92
a3

93
93

108

109



X1

CONTENIS.

CHAPTER VIIL

FROM THE ABDICATION OF DIOCLETIAN 10 1HE REUNION OF THE EMPIRE UNDER
CONSTANIINE

AD
305 Constantius and  Galerius  the
two Augustt
Appomntment  of Severus  and
Maxumn s the two Casars
3,6 Decath of Constantius and eleva-
tion of Constantine
306 Maxentius declared Fmperor at
Rome
M ixunian reassumes the purple
307 Defet wd death of Severus
307 Constantine marries Faustn, the
dwighter of M aaximian
307 Unsuccessful mvasion of Italy

by Galerius

107-308 Tacimus and M wxaimin moade
Augustt  SIX cmperors

310 Misfortuncs and death of Maxi-
mian

Pige
119
119
120
122
122

122

123

123

124

AD Page
311 Death of Galerius 125
312 Civil war between Constantine
wund Maxentius 125
312 Dcfeat ind deuh of Maxentius | 125
Constantime s conduct 1t Rome
his trumphal arch he sup-
presses the Pretorian guards 126
313 War between Maximin and Li-
cnus 127
313 Deth of Maximmn 127
314 War between Constantine and
Licmus 127
322 Constantine defeats the Goths 128
323 Second war hetween Constantine
and Lianius 128
Deth of Licintus 129
Recunion of the cmpire 129

CH\PTER IX

Tur CoNDUCT OF THE ROMAN GOVIANMENT 1OWARDS THF CHRISIIANS, AND I[HE

Lraat

Progress of the Chrisun religion
Causes of 1ts persccution by the
Rom w government

64 Persccution of the Christians in
the reign of Nero
go In the ragn of Domitiin

98-179 In the ragns of Lryan, Ha-
drian and M Aurehus
180 211 lreuwment of the Christins
mn the reigns of Commodus
and Septimius Severus
211-249 lreatment of the Christians
from the death of Scverus to
the death of Philip
249-284 From the death of Philip to

130
131
132
133
134

135

136

ES1ABIISHMENT or CHRISIIANITY

the accession of Diocletian
303 Edicts of Diocletinn ag unst the
Chistians
General 1dea of the persecution
n the different provinces of
the Roman*F mpire
Fhict of toleration published by
Galerius
313 Fdict of Milan
312 Conversion of Constantine ap-
pearance of 1 cross i the sky
‘The labarum or standard of the
Cross .
324 Establishment of Christianity as
the religion of the state

311

136

137

139
141
141
142
143
144

157
158

158

161
161
162

163
164
165
166
167

CHAPTER X
.
FouNpATION OF CONSTANTINOPLE — PoLITICAL Sysrém oF CONSTANTINE AND HIS
SUCCESSORS
324 Decgn of a new capital 149 I lLhe Consuls and Patricians
Description of Constantinople 150 1I 1he four Preetorian Prafects
‘Lhe Bosporus 150 Prafects of Rome and Con-
Lhe harbour of Constantinople 151 stantinople .
1 he Propontis 152 Dioceses of the empire  go-
1 he Hellespont 152 vernors of the provinces
Advantages of Constantinople 152 The profession of the law
324 Foundation of the aty 153 IIT 1he military officers
Its extent 153 Reduction of the size of the
Fdifices 154 legions .. .
Populition and privileges 155 1V Seven mimisters of the palace
330  Dedication 155 Agents or official spies
rorm of government 156 "Taxation
Thiee ranks of honour 156 General tribute or indiction
Four divisions of ofuce 156 Capitatio . PP

167



CONTENTS.

CHAPTER XI.

SoLeE REIGN oF CONSTANTINE, AND REIGNS OF HIS SONS.

Page

Famly of Constantine 172

326 Death of Crispus 173

Death of Fausta 174
Elevation of the sons and nephews

of Constantine 174

331 ®®he Gothic war 175
334 1he Sairmanans receive settle-

ments in the empire 175

337 Decath of Constantine 176

Massacre of his family 176
Division of the empire between

the three sons of Constantine 177

337-361 The Persian war . 177
340 Civil war, and death of Constan-

tine 1T 178

350 Murdcr of Constans 179
Magnentius ind Vetranio assume

the purple 179

Constantius deposes Vetranmo 179

351 Maikes war agunst Magnentins 180

353 Dcath of Magnentius 181

AD
Power of the cunuchs
351 Gallus declared Caesal
His cruclty
354 His death

355 Escape of Julimm  he 1s declared

Casr

r

357 Constantius visits Rome

357-359 Wars with the Quadi and

irmatians

350 Rencwal of the Persian war

356-359 Campagns of Juhninin Gaul

360  Juliin proclaimed Augustus
361 Preparitions for avil war
and undis
puted accession of Juhan
325 The Counal of Nicaa
Constantine persecutes the Arians
and the orthodox party

361 Deth of Constantius,

Persecution of the orthodox by

Constantius

325-356 History of Athanasius

CHAPTER XII.

ReioN ot Jurian

The civil government and private
hfe of Juhan
His character
351 His apostacy
His mitiation and Tnnaticism
His religious dissimulation
He writes against Chustiumty
361 Umiversal toleration
361-363 Zeal and devotion of Juhan
1n the restoration of Pag uism
363 Juhan attempts to rebuild the
Temple of Jerusalem
He attempts to ruin the Chris-

tians

36r Tumults at Alexandria  George
of Cappadocia

362 Restoration and banishment of
Athanasius

352 Juhan resolves to march against
the Persians .

He spends the winter at Antioct
Licentious manners of the people

194
195
190
196
196
197
197

197

202

202
203

it Antioch
The sophist T 1bamus

363 March of Julian from Antioch to

Circesium

His march through Mesopotaimia

His march through Assyna

He crosses the ligris

He burns his fleet and marches

against Sapor

Retreat of the Romans

Death of Juhan

LElection of the kmperor Jovian

Disgraceful treaty with the Per-

sians

Jovian continues his retreat to

151b1s

Xin

He evacuates Nisibis and restores

the five provinces to the Per-

s1ins
Reflections on the
funeral of Julhian

CHAPTER XIIT

THE REIGNS OF JOVIAN AND VALENTINIAN I,

363. Jovian restores Christiamity as
the established religion
364 Death of Jovian .
364. Election of Valentiman
He associates his brother Valens
364 Final divicion of the Eastern and
Western Empires
365. Revolt and death of Procopius

215
216
216
216

217
218

l
I
|
|
!
{
|

death and

Character and Government of
Valentiman and Valens .

364-375 Valentintan maintains reh-

g1ous toleration

367-378 Valens professes Aranism,

and persecutes the Catholics

364-375 Foreign wars

o

212

213

219

220

ql



X1v CONTENTS.
AD Page AD
366=371 1 GeErMANY the Ale dosius
manni, Burgundians, 367 IV The DANUBE the
and Saxons 221 Gothic war
368-370 II Brrrain  the Scots I 374 War with the Quadi
and Picts 223 and Sarmatians
372 111 Arkrica  revolt nd 375 Death of Valentiman
death of Frrmus 224 Succession of Gratian and Val
376 Execution  of  lheo ! enttman I1
CIIAPTER XIV
FroM THE DeATH oF VALENTINIAN [ 10 1HE Dea1H o1 THEoDOSIUS I
Lhe nomadic tribes of Central 381 Lhe Counal of Constantinople
Asi 22y Basil and Gregory Nazianzen
“Thetr government 230 . 375-397 Ambrose, archbishop of
‘Lhe Huns thear war with the | Milan
Chinese 230 | 385 His successful opposition to the
Migrations of the Huns 231 mpress Justina
375 Lhe Huns defeat the Goths 231 387 Maximus mvades Italy
376 1he Goths cross the Danube, and | Flight of Vilentiniin
revolt against the Romans 231 Wuar between Theodosius and
377 ‘Lhe Gothic war 233 Maximus
378 Defet ind death of the Emperor 388 Death of Maximus
Valens 233 Chuaracter of Lheodosius
379 Theodosius ppomted Emperor " 390 Sedition ind massacre of Thessu
of the Est 234 ! lonica
His birth and characta >35 Pen uce of 1Theodosius
382  Subnussion of the Visigoths 230 392 Murder of Valentimmwn by Arbo
386 Defeat of the Ostrogoths, who gastes
are transplanted to Phrygiu Arbogastes makes kugenius Fm-
and Lydi 237 peror of the West
383 Revolt of Maximus 238 304 Defeat ind deth of Arbogastes
Denth of Gratian 238 ind Eugenius
Maximus recognised by Theodo 395 Death of Theodosius
sius as Fmperor 239 Run of Pagumsm
380 Orthodoxy of Lhcodosius 239
CIIAPTER XV
1ue WeSIERN EMPIRE DURING 1HE REIGN 01 HoNorIUs
395 Dnvsion of the empire between 407 Revolt of Constantine 1in Britain
Arcadius and Honorus 252 He 1s acknowledged in Gaul and
Character and admmstration of ! Spain
Rutinus .. 252 | 404-408 Negotition of Alaric and
Marniage of Arcadius 252 | Stihicho .
Character of Stilicho, the Min- 408 Death of Stilicho
ister and General of the | 408 First siege of Rome by the Goths
Western Empire . 252 , 409 Second siege of Rome by the
Death of Rufinus 252 Goths
Arcndius governed by the eunuch I Elevation and degradation of
Eutropius 2352 Attalus
396 Invasion of Greece by Alric 254 | 410 T hird siege ind sack of Rome by
398 Defeat and death of Gildo 234 the Goths
Marnage of Honorius 254 | 408-412 The Goths ravage Italy
402 Invasion of Italy by Alar 255 410 Death of Alaric
403 Battle of Pollentia and retreat of ' 412 Adolphus, King of the Goths,
Alaric 255 concludes a peace with the
404 The triumph of Honorius at | empire, and marches into Gaul
Rome 256 412-418 The Goths conquer Gaul
‘1 he gladiators abolished 256 and Spam, and restore those
Honorius fixes his residence at countries to Honorius
Ravenna . 256 418 The Goths established 1in Aqui-
406 Radagaisus invades Italy 257 tain .
rl1s defeat and death 257 409 Revolt of Britain and Armorica
The Vandals and other barba- 409-449 State of Britain
nans enter Gaul * 258 423 %eath of Honorius

Page

224
223

226
226

227

240
241

242

245
246

246
247
247

248
249

267

267
267
268
268



CONTENTS.

CHAPTER XVL

THE EASTERN EMPIRE DURING THE REIGNS OoF ARCADIUS AND lHEODOSIUS [l

AD

395-1453 Lhe Empire of the East

395-399 Government and death of
utropius

400 Revolt and death of Gamas

398 jElection and ment of Chiy-

2 sostom

403 First  bamshment of Chry-
sostom

404 Second banishment of Chry-
sostom

Page
271

271
272

272
273
275

|
|
|

CHAPTER XVII

REIGN o VAarnNTINIAN IT1

423 Decath of Honorius

425-455 Valenuman IIT, e«mperor
of the West
425-450  Admmistration of his mother
Plaadia
Her two generals Aetius and
Bonifuce

427 Revolt of Bomifice
428 Boniface invites the Vandals
Genseric, king of the Vndals

429 T'he Vandals land in Africa

430 Stege of Hippo

430 Death of St Augustin

432 Defeat and 1clre1t of Bomface

432 His death

439 Conquest of CarthagL and Afric
by the Vandals

A1 1i1va, king of the Huns
character and domnions

He mvades the Eastern Empire

eace between Attila

astern Empire

his

441
443 [Ireaty of
and the

277
277
278

278
278
279
279
280
280
280
280
280

281

282
283

284

|
‘
@

i
|
|
1
|
|
H
|
\
I
|

xv
AD Page
408 Death of Arcadius 275
Accession of Lheodostus 11 275
414-453 Character and administri
tion of Pulcheria 275
Lduu\uon and character of
1 heodostus 11 275
421-460 Character and adventures
of ‘he Empress Eudoua 276
Division of Armema 276
Fmbassies from and to Atula 284
450 Death of I'heodosius T1 286
Marcian, emperor of the East 286
Character and admimstration of
Actius 287
419—451  Lhe Viaigoths mn Gaul under
the reign of T'heodoric 287
420—-451 ‘Lhe Franks in Gaul under
the Metovingiw kings 288
The adventures of the princess
Honorna 289
451 Atulainvades Gaul and besieges
Orleans 289
3attle of the Catdauman plains 290
452 Invasion of Italy by Atula 290
Foundation of the republic of
Venice 2971
Attila gives peace to the Romans 292
453 Death of Atula . 292
Destruction of his empire 293
454 Murder of Actius 294
455 Death of Valentinian 111 294

CIIAPTER XVIIIL

FroM 1HE DEATH or VALENTINIAN III TO THE EXTINCTION OF THE WESIERN

Naval power of the Vandals
455 Accessionand death of Maximus,
emperor of the West
455 Sack of Rome®y the Vandals
455—456 Reign of Avntus
457-461 Reign of Majorian
His mvasion of Africa
461467 Ricimer reigns under
name of Severus
467~472wAmhemlu\, emperor of the

the

est
Failure of the expedition agamst
the Vandals .

472 Olybrius, emperor of the West
Sack of Rome and death of An-
themius

473-475 Glycerius and Julius Nepos,

EMPIRE
297 emperors of the West
476 Augustulus, last emperor of the
297 est
297 QOdoacer, king of Italy .
298 476 Deposition of Augustulus
299 476 Extinction of the Western Em-
299 pire
476-490 Reign of Odoacer
299 466 Ruric, king of the Visigoths
481-s511 Clovis, king of the Franks
300 His conquests .
Consulship of Clovis
301 536 Fnal eshglnhment of the krench
301 monarchy in Gaul >
The Visigoths of Spaun .
301 Conquest o Brlt'un by the
Saxons oo PR

302
303
304

304

305



XVvi

CONTENTS.

CHAPTER XIX

ReIGN oF THroporic, KING oF THE I1ALIANS,

AD Page AD Page
454—476 Birth and education of Theo- | Civil government of Italy 314
doric 308 Prmpenty of Rome 315
474-491 Reign of Zeno 309 | soo  Visat of Theodoric 315
491-518 Reign of Anastasius 309 ¥ lourishing state of Italy 316
475—488 Service and revolt of Theo I Ecclesiastical government ,3 317
dornic 310 Vices of the government of
489 Invasion of Italy by lheodoric 310 ‘L heodoric 317
489493 Defeat and death of Odoacer 311 Char wcter, studies, and honours
493-526 Reign of Theodoric, king of of Boethius 319
the Itahans 311 He 15 accusced of treason 320
Partition of lands 311 524 His imprisonment and death 321
Separation of the Goths and 1 525 Death of Symmachus 321
tahans 311 ‘ 526 Death of Theodoric 321
T oretgn policy of Lheodoric 312
CHAPTLR XX
RLIGN OF JUSTINIAN —IN1EKRNAL HIsTORY
482 0r 483 Birth of the Empuor nople 328
Justiman 323 Introduction ot silk worms 1nto
518-527 Flevation wnd reign of his Greece 330
uncle Justin I 323 Avarice and profusion of Jus-
520-527_ Adoption and succession of tinan 321
Justnian 323 }John of Cappadodia 33L
527-565 Reign of Justimn 324 I Fdihces of Justian 332
Character and historics of Pro ] Church of St Sophia 332
copius 324 Fortifications of Jusuman 335
History and elevation of the 502-505 Thc Persian war in the reign
Empress Theodora 325 of Anastasius 336
548 IHer death 326 Fortification of Dara 336
‘Lhe factions of the Circus 326 529 Justiman suppresses the schools
‘They distract Constantinople of Athens 337
and the kast 327 541  And the Roman consulship 338
532. The ‘“ Nika ” riots at Constant:
CHAPTER XXI
RLIGN OF JUSTINIAN —CONQUEST OF THE VANDALS AND OSTROGOTHS
533 Justiman resolves to nvade 534 Belisarius threatens the Ostro-
Africa 340 goths of Italy 345
State of the Vandals 341 522-535 Government and death of
s523-531 Hilderic 341 Amalasunthaj Queen of Italy 346
531-534 Gelimer 341 535 Belisarius conquers Sicily 347
lgehs:nrlu:a pointed to the com- 536 He imvades Italy and reduces
mand of the war 341 N;{Plex 347
529-532 His services i the Persian 536-540 Vitiges, king of Italy 348
war 341 536 Belisarius enters Rome 348
533 Belisarius lands 1n Africa and 537 Siege of Rome by the Goths 349
defeats the Vandals 342 538 The Goths raise the siege of
533 Reduction of Carthage 342 Rome 350
Final defeat of the Vandals 343 538, 539 Invasion of Italy by the
534 Conquest of Africa 343 Franks 350
Return and triumph of Behsa- 539 Belisanius takes Ravenna, and
rius . 343 subdues the Gothic kingdom
Neutrality of the Visigoths 345 of Italy 351
554-623 Conquests ofL the Romans 540 Return and glory of Belisanus 351
< 1n Spain 345



CONTENTS. Xvil
CHAPTER XXIT
REIGN OF JUSTINIAN —PERSIAN WAR --REvVOLT AND RECOVERY oF ITALy
AD Page AD Page
531-579 Reign of Nushirvan or 549 Rome again taken by the Goths 360
Chosroes 353 552 The cunuch Nrses appointed to
532 139 War and peace with the the command of the Gothic
Romans 354 war 361
540 New war with the Romans he 552 Defeit and death of Totila 362
mmvades Syria and conquers Conquest of Rome by N uses 362
Antioch 354 553 Dcfent and death of Teias, the
542 Defence of the East by Belisarius 354 Inst king of the Goths 363
549-557 lhe Colchian or Lazic war 355 553 Invasion of Italy by the Franks
562 Peace between Justiman and and Alemanni 363
Chosroes 355 554 Lheir defcat by Narses 363
Disgrace ind submission of Belr 554-568 Settlement of Ttaly 364
Sarius 355 Invsions of the Bulgarians and
s40 Revolt of the Goths 356 Slwonians 365
541-544 Victories of loulq, King of 559 Dcfcat of the Bulganans by Beh
Italy 356 sarus 366
544-548 Second command of Beh 565 Disgrace and death of Belisarius 367
<arius m Italy 358 565 Death and chracter of Justiman 368
546 “Rome taken by the Goths 358 531-539 Comets and carthquakes 369
547 Recovered by Belisanus 359 542-504 Plague 369
548 Iinal recall of Belisarius 360
CHAPTER XXIII
THF LEGISLATION OF JUSTINIAN
The civil or Rom n law 372 | Fathers and children 38s
Laws of the kings of Rome 373 Hu<bands and wives 387
Jhe lwelve lables of the De Religious rites of marriage 387
cemvirs 373 Divorce 388
Laws of the people Leges and Incests, concubines, and
Plebiscita 374 bastards 389
Decrees of the Senate 374 Guardians and wards 390
F.dicts of the Preetors 374 II Or luings  Raght of pro-
Lhe Perpetual Fdict 376 verty 391
Constitutions and rescripts of the Inheritance and succession 392
Emperors . 376 Civil degrees of kindred 393
Forms of the Roman law 377 Introduction ind hberty of
Succession of the civil lawyers 377 testaments 394
451-106, B ¢ 'lhe first pertod 378 Legacies 394
106, B € -235, A D Second period 378 Codials and trusts 305
235-527 Third period 379 IIT Or Actions Promises 396
“Thetr philosophy 379 Benefits . 396
‘} hewr author gy 379 Interest of money 397
Sects 379 Injunies 397
527 Reformation of the Roman law IV Or CriMEs AND PUNISH-
by Justiman 381 MEN1S  Severity of the
Tribonian 381 Twelve Tables 398
528, 529 ‘Lhe Code of Justiman 381 Abolition or obhvion of
530-533 The Digest or Pandects 381 penal laws 398
l§ra1se and censure of the Code Rewvival of capital pumsh-
and Dagest 382 ments 399
Loss of the ancient jurisprudence 382 Measure of guilt 400
534 Second edition of the Code 384 %udgmenm of the people 401
534-565 'lhe Novels 384 Select judges ) 4o
533 The Institutes 384 Assessors 401
Or PeErsoNs Freemen and ann

Slaves

385

Voluntgry exile and dea*h



GENEALOGICAL TABLES.

Page
I The House of Emesa 4006
I1 Family of Constantine 407
ITI  Famuly of Theodosius 408
List or 1THF RovaN EMPERORS 409
INDEX 411
LIST OF MAPS.
Map of the Roman Empire, showinz the stages in 1ts growth from Augustus
to Tryan .. . .. To face 1
‘The Roman Fmpire, dnaded mnto prafucturces, dioceses, and provinces after
the time of Dioclctinn N . . 4 161
Furope m the reign of Theodoric , 365
¥ urope at the death of Justiman .. . N . 5 305

AN WY

Coin of the Parthian Arsacide



LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS.

Genius of the Roman People, from a
Com of Antonmus Pius

Column of the Emperor Mrcian

Com of Anastasius I

Com of the Parthian Arsaada

Coin of Artaxerxes, the founder of the
Persian dynasty of the Sasanida

Royal lTomb at Palmyia

Lrajan

Portion of Column of Lryan

Column of lrajan

Portion of the Column of Marcus
Aurclius

Antonme Column

Marcus Aurelius as Frater Arvalis

Arch of Septimius Severus

Coin of Commodus

Commodus

Publius Helvius Pertimax

Lucius Septimius Severus

Septimius Severus, Caracally,
Geta, ctowned by Victories

Caracalla

Fligabalus .

Severus Alexander

Comn of Balbinus

Gallhenus . .

German led in Chains

Carmnus .

Roman Monument 1t Igel near Lrcves

1 he Courtyard of Diocletian s Palace
at Spalatro

Bronze medallion representing Jovius
Ihocletianus and Herculius Maxi-
mianus .

The Arch of Constantine

Bronze medallion of Licinus

‘Lhe Labarum

Map of Constantinople

and

Comn of Artaxerxes, the founder of the Persian dynasty of the Sasanic

——eCe—
Page ! Page
. Burnt Pillar 154

i | Consular tablets or diptychs of the
vin | sixth century 158, 159
1x | Serpentine Pillar at Constantimople 168
xvin | Constantine and Fausta 172
| Mednlsymbolizing Juhan’s Paganism 194
x1x | Juhan 214
X\ ] Valentiman 1 215
1 | Porta Nigra at I'rcves 227
» | Wall of China . 228

3 | Gold Medallion of Theodosius the
Great as Restitutor Reipublice 250

18 Basilica of St Paul at Rome, outside
19 the walls, finished by Honorius 251

20 | Column of lLheodosus at Constanti-
24 | _nople 270
25 | Eudocia, wife of Lheodosius IT 277
26 , Pulcheria, wife of Marcian 277
29 | Com of Arcadius 295
34 Com of Honorius 295
Coin of Theodosius IT 205

37 Baslica of Sta Marin Maggiore at
40 Rome, comi)]eted about A » 432 206
46 | Comn of Leo II and Zeno 308
52 Palace of 1heodoric at Verona . 317
55 Lomb of Theodoric 322
63 Justiman  From a Mosaic 323
79 St Sophia . 333

95 The Empress Theodora From a
97 Mosaic 339

Mole of Hadrian (now the Castle of
102 S Angelo) 340

Com of Vitiges with Justiman's head
on obverse . 349

116 Bridge over the Teverone, near Rome,
119 rebuilt by Narses, A D 565 353
129 Medallion of Justiman 372
130 Medallion of Justiman 403

151



Royal Tomb at Palmyra.



THE STUDENTS GIBBON.

Trajan {from the bust in the British Museum).

2o CHAPTER 1.

THE EXTENT, PROSPERITY, AND CONSTITUTION OF THE
EMPIRE IN THE AGE OF THE ANTONINES.

§ 1. Introduction. § 2. Moderation of Augustus. § 3. Imitated by his suc-
cessors.  § 4. Conquest of Britain was the first exception to it.
§ 5. Conquest of Dacia, the sccond cxception, A.D. 101-106. § 6.
Congquests of ‘I'rajan in the 15ast, A.1. 114-117; resigned by his successor
Hadrian, A.D. 117, § 7. Pacific system of Hadrian and the two
Antonines.  § 8. Number i disposition of the Tegions. § 9. View of
the provinces of the Roman Iimpire : Ttaly.  § 1o, Western division of
the European provinces : Spain, Gaul, Britain.  § 11, Eastern division
of the Furopean provinces: Rhietia, Noricum and Pannonia, Meesia
and Dacii, Thrace, Macedonia, and Achaia.  § 12, Asiatic provinees :
Asias Minor, Syviia, Phaenicia, and  Palestine. § 13. Fgypt. § 14.
Africa.  § 15. The Mediterranean, with its islands.  § 16. General
idea of the Roman Empire. § 17. Italy and the provinees, § 18
Colonies and municipal towns,  § 19. Division of the Latin and Greek
provinces. § zo. Cieneral use of both languages.  § 21. Populousness
of the Roman Empirce.  § 22. Obedience and union.  § 23. System of
the Imperial government : image of civil liberty for the people, and
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Introduc-
ton,

2 AUGESTUS AND HIS SUCCESSORS, CHAr. 1.

image of civil government for the armies.  § 24. Augustus takes the
title of Princeps, but receives the command of the army and the
government of the provinces under the guisc of the Zyeconsulare
Imperiem; division of the provinees between the FEmperor and the
Senate.  § 25. Augustus proserves his military command and guards
in Rome itself.  § 26. He reccives the Zv/bunitian power: is made
Pontifex Maximus, and exercises censorial functions.  § 27. Imperial
prerogatives.  § 28. The Magistrates. § 29. The Senate. § 30. Court
of the Emperors. § 31 Deification of the Emperors.  § 320 Titles
of Augustusand Coesar. § 33, Designation of a successor @ ot ‘17, rius,
Titus, Trajan, Hadrian, and the Antonines.  § 34. The two Antonines:
happiness of the Romans.

§ 1. IN the second century of the Christian @ra, the empire of

Rome comprehended the fairest part of the earth, and the most
civilized portion of mankind. During a happy period of more
{than fourscore years the public administration was conducted by

Portion of Column of ‘I'rajan.

the virtue and abilities of Nerva, Trajan, Hadrian, and the two
Antonines. It is the design of this chapter to describe the
prosperous condition of their empire ; and afterwards, from the
death of Marcus Aurelius, to deduce the most important circum-
stances of 1its decline and fall : a revolution which will ever be
remembered, and is stll felt by the nations of the earth.



AD 98-180 CONQUESTS OF TRATAN

§ 2 The principal conquests of the Roman
were achieved under the republic, but 1t was re
scrved for Augustus to relinquish the ambitious
design of subduing the whole eaith, and to
introduce a spirit of moderation nto the public
councils  On the death of that empeior, his
testament was publicly read n the senate  He
beqa athed, as a valuable legacy to his suc-
cessors, the advice of confimng the empne
within those linits which nature seemed to
have placed as its permanent bulwaiks and
boundaries on the west the Atlantic Ocean,
the Rhme and Danube on the noith, the
Euphrates on the east, and towards the south
the sandy deserts of Arabia and Afiica

§ 3 Happily 'for the reposc of mankind, the
moderate system recommended by the wisdom
of Augustus was adopted by the fears and
vices of his immediate successors, and thc
(§ 4) only accession which the Roman cmpne
1ecerved during the first century of the ¢ hiistian
«ra was the province of Britain = After a wa
of about foity yeats, undertaken by the most
stupid, maintained by the most dissolute,
and terminated by the most tiud of all the
emperors,™® the far greater pait of the island
submitted to the koman yoke

§ 5 The accession of Trajan intetiupted the
peaceful system of his predecessors  That
virtuous and active prince had received the
education of a soldier, and possessed the talents
of a general His first eaploits were agamnst
the Dacians, who dwelt beyond the Danubc,
and who, dunng the reign of Donutian, had
msulted, with impunity, the majesty of Rome
Decchalus, the Dactan king, approved himself
4 1mval not unworthy of Trajan, but this
memotable war was termmated, after lasting
five years, by an absolute submission of the
batbarians  The new province of Dacia, which
formed a second exception to the precept of
Augustus, was bounded by the Dniester, the
Theiss or Tibiscus, the Lower Danube, and
the Euxine Sea t

* Claudwus, Nero, and Domitian

+ The column of Trajan, which 1s figuted on this
page, stll stands at Rome, and 15 the finest monument
of the kind in the world  The height of the column,
wcluding the pedestal, 15 1273 Iunglish feet  Round
the column runs 1 spiral bind of admarable reliefs

Column of Liaym

(93]

Moderation
of Augustus

Tmitated by
his e
COSSOLS

Conguest of
Britain was
the first
exception
to1t

Conquest of
Daaa, the
second ex-
ception,

A D 101-106.



Conquests of
Trajan in
the East,
AD 114-
117, ve-
<igned by
his successor
Hadnan,
AD 117

Pacific
system of
Hadrian and
the two
Antonines.

Number and
disposition
of the
Legtons

4 THE T EGIONS—EUROPEAN P'ROVINCI:S Cuar 1

§ 6 Trajan next turned his arms agamnst the nations of the
East The degenerate Parthians, broken by intestine discord,
fled before him  He descended the niver Tigris in triumph,
from the mountams of Armemia to the Persian Gulf Every
day the astonished senate received the intelhgence of new names
and new nations that acknowledged his sway They wete n-
formed that the kings of Bosporus, Colchis, Ibeiiq, Albania,
Osrocne, and even the Parthian monaich himself, had acqepted
their diadems fiom the hands of the emperor , that the inde-
pendent tribes of the Median and Carduchian hills had implored
his protection, and that the 1n1ich countiies of Aimenia, Mesopo-
tamia, and Assyna were reduced mto the state of provinces
But the death of Trajan soon cloudcd the splendid prospect,
and lis successor Hadian wisely 1esolved to surtender these
castern conquests  He testored to the Parthians the clection
of an imdependent sovereign, withdrcew the Roman garrisons
fiom the provinces of Atmenia, Mesopotamia, and Assyuia, and,
m comphance with the preccpt of Augustus, once more established
the Euphiates as the fiontier of the empire *

§ 7 The general system of Augustus was uniformly puisued
by Hadian and by the two Antonmnes  ‘They persisted n the
design of mamtaining the dignity of the empue, without attempt-
ing to enlarge its mits ~ Lhe 1eigns of Hadrian and Antoninus
Pius were scarcely disturbed by any hostilities, and offer the fair
prospect of universal peace, but Marcus Aurehus had to defend
the frontiers of the empire against the Parthians and the Germans,
over whom he and his generals obtained ma®y signal victories,
both on the Euphiates and on the Danube

§ 8 These empetors still maintained the valour and discipline
of the Roman legions, at a time when every other virtue was
oppressed by luxury and despotism  The legion, which was
itself a body of 6831 Romans,t might, with its attendant auxih-
aries, amount to about 12,500 men The peace establishment
of Hadnan and his successors was composed of no less than
30 of these formidable brigades, and most probably formed a
standing force of 375,000 men Instead of being confined within
the walls of fortified cities, the legions were encamped on the
banks of the great rivers, and along the frontiers of the batrbarians
As therr stations, for the most part, remamned fixed and permanent,
we may venture to describe the distribution of the tioops Three
legions were sufficient for Britain  The principal strength lay

1epresenting the wars of Trajan aganst Deccbalus, and containing no
fewer than 2500 human figures

* Dacia, too, would have been abandoned by Hadrian, and the Danube
would again have been made the frontier of the empire, had not the safety
of the)Romzms settled i the province necessitated 1ts retention (Eutropius,
vin 6

+ It was divided into 6105 infantry and 726 cavalry  This wominal
number for the legion, as described by Vegetius (n 6), was probably attained
in the 1e1gn of Aurelian  Both 1n the earlier and later Principate the actual
stiength may have been between sooo and €ooo men.
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upon the Rhine and Danube, and consisted of sixteen legions,
m the following proportions two 1n the Lower and two or three
m the Upper Germany, one in Rheetia, one n Noricum, four in
Pannonia, five in Mcsia, and one in Dacia The defence of
the Euphrates was intrusted to eight legions, six of whom were
planted 1n Syrnia, and the other two n Cappadocia  With regard
to Egypt, Africa, and Spain, as they were far removed from any
impottant scene of wai, a single legion maintauned the domestic
traa-,mllity of cach of those great provinces*  Even Italy was
not left destitute of a military force  Above 20,000 chosen
soldiers, distinguished by the titles of City Cohoits and Praetonan
Guatrds,t watched over the safety of the monaich and the capital
As the authors of almost cvery revolution that distracted the
empire, the Piretonians will, very soon, demand owr attention
but in then aims and institutions we cannot find any ci1cumstance
which discriminated them fiom the legions, unless it weie a moie
splendid appeaiance, and a less ngid disciphne

§ 9 The dominions of the Roman empeiors consisted of Italy
and the provinces, and comprised various countries once united
under their sway, but at present divided into many independent
states Befoie the Roman conquest the country which 1s now
called Lombaidy was not considered as a part ot Italy It had
been occupied by a powerful colony of Gauls, who catried then
arms and diffused thenr name ftom the Alps to the Apennines
I'he Ligurians dwelt on the rocky coast which once formed the
1epublic of Genoa ‘The middle part of the peninsula was the
ancient seat of the Etiuscans and Umbrians  The Tiber rolled
at the foot of the seven hills ot Rome, and the country of the
Sabines, the Latins, and the Volsa, fiom that river to the
frontiers of Naples, was the theatie of her mfant victories
Capua and Campama possessed the immediate terrntory of
Naples, the rest of the kingdom was inhabited by many warlike
nations, the Mars), the Samnites, the Apulians, and the Lucanians,
and the sea-coasts had been covered by the flourishing colonies
of the Greeks

§ 10 Spain, the western extremity of the empire, of Europe,
and of the ancient woild, has, in every age, imvanably preserved
the same natural imits , the Pyien;ean mountains, the Mediter-
ranean, and the Atlantic Ocean That great peminsula, at present
so unequally divided between two sovereigns, was distributed by
Augustus 1nto chree provinces, Lusitania, Baetica, and Tatraco-
nensis The kingdom of Portugal now fills the place of the
wailike country of the Lusitanians The confines of Granada

* See Appendix, note 1, on ‘“ The Quarters of the Legions "

t The aity cohorts (cokortes urbane) were cestablished by Augustus 2
custodiam wurbis (Suetomus, Awugustus, 49), and were placed under the
authority of the prafect of the city Three of these divisions existed at
Rome n the reign of Tiberius (Tacitus, Annals, v 5) For the preetoria
cohorts, with whom these urban troors were closely connected in rank and
mulitary arrangement, seech n §7
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6 EUROPEAN PROVINCES CHAP. [

and Andalusia correspond with those of ancient Bzetica  The
remainder of Spam contributed to form the thud and most
considerable of the Roman governments, which, fiom the name
of its capital, was styled the province of Tarragona

Ancient Gaul, as 1t contained the whole countiy between the
Pyrenees, the Alps, the Rhine, and the ocean, was of greater
extent than modern France T'he sea-coast of the Mediteirancan,
Languedoc, Provence, and Dauphiné, recenved their provincial
appellation from the colony of Narbonne The goveinment of
Aquitaine was extended fiom the Pyienees to the Lone The
country between the Lone and the Seme was styled the Celtic
Gaul, and soon bortowed a new denomimation fiom the celebhated
colony of Lugdunum, o1 Lyons lhe Belgic lay beyond the
Scine, and m moie ancaent times had been hounded only by
the Rhine, but a httle before the age of Ciaesar, the Germans,
abusing then supernonty of valou, had occupied a considerable
portion of the Belgic teritory  Ihe Roman conquetors ety
cagetly embiaced so flattering a cncumstance, and the Gallic
fiontier of the Rhune fiom Basel to Leyden received the pompous
names of the Upper and the Lower GGermany  Such, under the
1eign of the Antonines, were the six provinces of Gaul, the
Narbonnese, Aquitaine, the Celtic o1 Lyonnese, the Belgic, and
the two Germanies *

Britain compichended all England, Wales, and the Lowlands
of Scotland as far as the fiiths of Dumbaiton and Edinburgh
Between these fiiths Agiicola erected a line of foits, and a
general of Antoninus Prus constructed a rampart of turf, usually
called the wall of Antoninus Pius, but the mor& usual boundary
of the Roman domimions m Britain was the stone wall built by
Hadnan and extending fiom the Solway to the mouth of the
‘lyne  The space between this wall and that of Antoninus was
held by a precanous tenuie, and was fiequently in the possession
ot the unconqueted Caledonians  Spam, Gaul, and Butain
constituted the western division of the Eutopean provinces

§ 11 The provinces of the Danube, which formed the eastein
division of the European provinces, soon acquied the general
appellation of Ilyricum, o1 the Ilynan fiontier, and were
esteemed the most warlike of the empue, but they deserve to

The two so-called provinces of Germany were stup® of land on the
west bank of the Rhune, the niver itsclt forming then eastern imat, until the
boundary on the Uppa Rhine was shghtly extended by Hadnan (see
Appendin to ch vi)  The apital of Germania Superior was Mamz, of
Germania Inferwr, Cologne It 15 very doubtful m what sense they be-
longed to the province of Gaul  Until the time of Hadnan they were
wdmimistered by the nulitary commanders of the legions stationed there
(legate cxercrtus supereores ov anferiores Gormanee), but whether these
stood i any degree of dependence to the cinil governot (legatus pro pretore)

he naighbouning Galhie province of Belgica 15 doubtful  In the third
century A D they aie known to have been independent provinces (see
Marquardt, Staatswer waltung, 1 p 271 with the authonties cited there),
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be moie patticulaily considered under the names of Rheetia,
Noricum, Pannonia, Dalmatia, Dacia, Mcesia, and Thrace *

The province of Rhetia extended from the sumnut of the Alps
to the banks of the Danube, from its source as far as 1ts conflux
with the Inn

The wide extent of terntory which 1s included between the
Inn, the Danube, and the Save—Austiq, Styria, Carinthia,
Carniola, the Lower Hungary, and Slavonia—was known to the
andefits under the names of Noricum and Pannoma

Dalmatia, to which the name of Illynicum more propeily
belonged, was a long but naiiow tract between the Save and the
Adnatic

L he Danube formerly divided Masia and Dacia, the latter of
which, as we have alieady seen, was a conquest of Tiajan, and
the only province beyond the rive

The appellation of Roumelia, which 1s still bestowed by the
Turks on the extensive countries of Thiace, Macedoma, and
Gieece, preserves the memory of then ancient state under the
Roman empire In the time of the Antonines the martial
regions of Thrace, fiom the mountains of Hemus and Rhodope
to the Bosporus and the Hellespont, had assumed the form of
a provincet The kingdom of Macedoma, which, under the
reign of Alexander, gave laws to Asia, had long been a province
of the Roman empire  Greece, fiom the superior influence of
the Achaan league at the time ot its conquest, was usually
denominated the province of Achaia 1.

§ 12 Such was the state of Emope under the Roman emperors
The provinces of’Asia are all comptehended within the limits ot
the Turkish power In Asia Mimnor the most extensive and
flounishing district westward of mount Tautus and the nver
Halys was digmfied by the Romans with the exclusive title of
Asia The junsdiction of that province extended over the
ancient monaichies of Troy, Lydia, and Phiygia, the maritime
countries of the Pamphyhans, Lycans, and Carnans, and the
Grecian colonies of Ioma, which equalled i arts, though not n
arms, the glory of then paient The kingdoms of Bithynia
and Pontus possessed the northein side of the penmsula from

* Appuan (/2/yreca, ¢ 1) descuibes Illyricum as the country extending
from the C haomians and Thesprotians to the DD anube  Its western boundary
would be the Alps, 1ts eastern the mouth of the Danube It would, therc-
fore, properly include the provinces of Dalmatia, Pannomia, and Moeesia,
but Appian (//lyrica, ¢ 6) rcckons m Rhatia and Noncum as well  The
province of Dacia beyond the Danube 1s sometimes made one of the
[llyrian provinces ( Pzte Claudir, ¢ 15), but the name never spread south-
ward to mclude Macedonia and Achai

+ Thiace had been made a province by the emperor Claudws I in
AD 46

T Macedonia and Achaia were reduced to the condition of 1 single pro
vince 'n 146 BC They were «<eparated mto two provinces certanly, o
earlv as 46 Rc (Ciweero, Ad Familiaics, v 4, 2), md tlns cepuation
continued under the empire,

Asiatic
provinces
Asia Mino
Syna,
Pheenicia,
and
Palestine
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Constantinople to Tiebizond On the opposite side the province
of Cilicia was tcrminated by the mountams of Syria  the inland
country, separated ftom the Roman Asia by the nver Halys,
and from Armcnia by the Euphiates, had once foimed the
independent kingdom of Cappadocia

Syna formed the eastein frontict of the empire nor did that
ptrovince, 1n 1ts utmost latitude, know any other bounds than the
mountains of Cappadocia to the north, and, towards the south,
the confines of Egypt and the Red Sea  Pheenicia and PaNstine
were sometimes annexed to, and sometimes sepalated fiom, the
junisdiction of Syna *

§ 13 The geographers of antiquity have frequently hesitated
to what portion of the globe they should asciibe Egvpt By
its situation that celebrated kingdom 1s included within the
immense penmsula of Afiica, but 1t 15 accessible only on the
side of Asia, whose 1evolutions, 1n almost every period of history,
.gypt has humbly obeyed A Roman piefect was seated on
the splendid thione of the Ptolemies The Nile flows down the
countity above g5oo miles, fiom the tiopic of Cancer to the
Mediterrancan, and maiks on erther side the extent of fertihty
by the measure of 1ts mundations  Cyiene, situate towards the
west and along the sea-coast, was first a (Greck colony, afterwaids
a province of Egypt, and s now lost 1n the desert of Baica

§ 14 Firom Cyrene to the ocean the coast of Aftica extends
above 1500 miles, yet so closely 1s it piessed between the
Meditertanean and the Sahara, ov Sandy desert, that its breadth
seldom exceeds fourscore ot an hundied miles The eastein
dnision, which was the seat of the Carthagilnan empire, was
considered by the Romans as the moie peculiar and proper
province of Afiica To the west was the province of Numidia,
once the kingdom of Masimissa and Jugurtha, but in the time of
Augustus 1ts hmits weie contracted,t and at least two-thnds
of the countiy acquiesced in the name of Mauretamia, with the
cpithet of Casanensis. The genumne Mauretania, or country
of the Moots, was distingmished by the appellation of Tingitana,
fiom the ancient city of Tingis or Tangier §

* Synia-Palestine, at first a dependency of the province of Syiia, was m
A D 70, after the conquest of Jerusalom, made mto a sepaiate province
‘Lhe province of Syria was divided by Septunius Sevcrus (cz7ca A D 195)
mto Syria Cale and Syria Phaenice  1hs province of Syropheenicia went
fu beyond the limits of the ancient Pheenicia, and inctided Emesa and
Palmyia (see Marquardt, Staafsverwaltung, 1 p 419)

+ In 25 B C the kingdom of Numidia, extending to the 1iver Ampsaga
on the wcst, was defimtely attached to the old province of Africa Cahgula
created for this frontier district a military commander who had under his
contiol the forces of the whole of Africa, and who finally became, probablv
under the reign of Septimius Severus (A D 193-211), the governor of
Nunudia, which was now formed mto an independent province (sce Mai-
quardt, Staatsverwaltung, 1 p 465)

+ These two provinces were created out of the hingdom of Mauretama
by Claudius I They were governed by procuratores prolegato (Marquardt,
op cit p 482)
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§ 15 Having now fimished the cncwt of the Roman empne,
we may observe that Africa 1s divided from Spamn by a nairrow
strait of about twelve miles, thiough which the Atlantic flows
into the Mediterranean  The columns of Hercules, so famous
among the ancients, were two mountamns which seecmed to have
been toin asunder by some conwvulsion of the elements, and at
the foot of the Eumiopean mountain the fortiess of Gibraltar 1s
now seatcd ‘The whole extent of the Mecediterranean Sea, 1ts
coast#® and 1ts islands, weiec compused within the Roman
dominion It included the two Balecates, which deine their
names of Majorca and Minoica fiom then 1espective sive,
Coisica, Ciete, Cypius, and the islands of the Egean

§ 16 ‘1lis long cnumeration of provinces, whose broken
fiagments have formed so many powciful kingdoms, might
almost induce us to forgne the vamty or ignorance of the
ancients, who confounded the Roman monaichy with the globe
of the carth  But we may foim a juster image of the gireatness
of Rome by obseiving that the empite was above 2ooo miles n
bieadth fiom the wall of Antoninus and the northern Imits of
Dacia to Mount Atlas and the tiopic of Cancer , that it extended
i length mote than 3000 mules, fiom the Westein Ocean to
the Euphrates, that 1t was situated n the finest part of the
tempetate zone, between the 24th and 56th degiees of noithein
latitude , and that 1t was supposed to contain above sixteen
hundied thousand square miles, for the most part of fertile and
well-cultivated land

§ 17 It has been alhieady said that the Roman empne con-
sisted of Italy and the provinces , an impoitant distinction was
presenned between them till the privileges of Romans wele
extended to all the mhabitants of the empire  Italy was
esteemed the centre of public umty, and the fiim basis of the
constitution The cstates of the Italians were exempt fiom
taxes, then peisons fiom the aibitiary junsdiction of governors
Thenn municipal corporations, formed after the peifect model of
the capital, weie mtiusted, under the immediate eye of the
supteme powet, with the execution of the laws From the foot
of the Alps to the extiemity of Calabiia all the natives of Italy
weie boin citizens of Rome Then partial distinctions wele
obhiteiated, and they nsensibly coalesced nto one great nation,
united by l.mguaé;e, mannets, and civil institutions  ‘The 1epublic
gloned 1n her genelous policy, and was frequently 1ewarded by
the ment and services of her adopted sons Had she always
confined the distinction of Romans to the ancient families within
the walls of the city, that immortal name would have been
deprived of some of 1ts noblest otnaments  Vngil was a native
of Mantua, Horace was inclined to doubt whether he should
call himself an Apulian o1 a Lucanian 1t was in Padua that an
histonian was found wotthy to 1ecord the majestic series of
Roman victoties The patriot family of the Catos emerged
from Tusculum , and the lttle town of Arpinuml claimed the
double honow of producing Manus and Ciceio,
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The provinces of the empire weie destitute of any public foice

,or constitutional fieedom * The public authority was every-

where exeircised by the ministers of the senate and of the
emperors, and that authotty was absolute and without control
But the same salutaty maxims of government, which had
secuted the peace and obedience of Italy, were extended to the

most distant conquests A nation of Romans was gradually
formed 1n the provinces, by the double expedient of mtroducmg
colonies, and of admitting the most faithful and deservny of
the provincials to the fieedom of Rome

§ 18 “Whercsoever the Roman conquers, he mhabits,” 15 a
very just obsetvation of Seneca,t confiimed by histoty and
expetience  Lhroughout the empue, but more particulaily
the western patts, the most fertile distiicts, and the most con-
venient situations, were 1eserved for the establishment of colonies
some of which were of a civil, and others of a military nature
In their manners and nternal policy the colonies formed a
perfect tepresentation of thewr great parent, and as they wete
soon endeaied to the natives by the ties of friendship and
alliance, they effectually diffused a reverence for the Roman
name The night of Latium, as 1t was called, conferred on the
cities to which 1t had been granted a mote partial favour The
magistiates only, at the cxpiration of their office, assumed
the quality of Roman citizens,i but as those offices were
annual, m a few ycars they arculated round the principal
familiecs  Those of the provincials who wete permitted to bear
aims i the legions, those who exercised any civil employment,
all, in a woid, who performed any public service or displayed
any peisonal t'llents, were 1ewarded with the Roman citizenship
Even in the age of the Antonines, when the frecdom of the city
had been bestowed on the gieater number of their subjects, 1t
was still accompanied with very solid advantages The bulk
of the people acquued, with that title, the benefit of the Roman
laws, paitticulaily in the mteresting articles of marriage, testa-
ments, and inhentances , and the 10ad of fortune was open to
those whose pretensions were seconded by favour or merit

§ 19 Sosensible weie the Romans of the influence of language

* Shight exceptions may be made to this statement in favour of (1) the
local meletra 1aised in the Imperial provinces, and (2) the free cities  But
the awxilia, though drawn exclusively from the provinicials, soon became
denationalised through assimulation with the Roman army, and thiough
transference for service to some other province than that of their birth,
while the free aties, even when they maintamed then treaties or chaiters,
were often plkaced under the tutclage of cwsatores, and, though preserving
the designation of /iber@ civitates, yielded all then real privileges to the
nresistible power of the central government

1 Seneca, Consolatio ad Helviam, ¢ 7

1 In some I.atin states citizenship was acquned only by the holding of a
magistiacy this right was known as »zus I afewm, 1in others by member-
ship of the local senate as well as by the holding of a magistracy (Gaius 1
96) this right was hnown as wajus Latium
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ovel national manners, that it was their most serious care to
extend, with the progress of their aims, the use of the Latin
tongue The ancient dialects of Italy, the Sabine, the Etituscan,
and the Venetian, sunk mto oblivion, but in the provinces, the
East was less docile than the West to the voice of 1ts victotious
preceptors  This obvious difference marked the two portions of
the empire with a distinction of colours, which, though 1t was
m some degiee concealed dunng the mendian splendour of
prospet.ty, became gradually moie visible as the shades of mght
descended upon the Roman world The westein countites were
civilized by the same hands which subdued them The language
of Vingil and Cicero was almost universally adopted i Afiica,
Spam, Gaul, Bntamn, and Pannoma  LEducation and study
msensibly mspned the natives of those countnies with the
sentiments of Romans, and Italy gave fashions, as well as
laws, to her Latin provincials  The situation of the Gieeks
was very different fiom that of the baibanans The foimet
had been long since civilized and corntupted  They had too
much taste to 1chnquish then language, and too much vanity
to adopt any foreign mstitutions Not was the nfluence of
the Girecian language and sentiments confined to the nanow
hmits of that once celebiated countiy  Thent empire, by the
progress of colonies and conquest, had been diffused fiom the
Adnatic to the Euphiates and the Nile  Asia was covered
with Caeek cities, and the long 1e1ign of the Macedonian kings
had mtioduced a silent 1evolution into Syna and Egypt  Such
was the geneial division of the Roman empne into the Latin
and Greek languages

§ 20 Itisajust though tiite observation, that victorious Rome
was herself subdued by the aits of Gieece But the elegant
amusements of the Romans wete not suffered to mteifere with
then sound masims of policy  Whilst they acknowledged the
chaims of the Geek, they asseited the digmty of the Latin
tongue, and the exclusne use of the latter was inflexibly
maintammed 1 the admimstiation of avil as well as military
goveinment * The two languages exercised at the same time
then separate junisdiction thioughout the empne the former,
as the natuial 1diom of scence, the latter, as the legal dialect
of public transactions  Those who united letters with busiess
wetre equally conversant with both, and it was almost impossible,

* In the east officinl edicts and decrees of the senate were often pudlished
in Gieeh  This was mevitable, if they were to be undeistood, even by the
upper classes [mstances m Bruns, Fontes juris Roman:, pp 167, 218,
and, though the language of the comrts was Roman, that of legal transactions
was Greck  Recent discoveries m the Fayim have proved the mistake of
supposing that the forms of Roman 1eplaced those of Greek law during the
first thiee centuries of the empire (Mitteis, Rezchsrecht und Volksrecht),
and the language naturally followed the formm  In proceduie the pleadings
were in the native idiom, the Formula (which mcluded the statement of
the case and the sentence) always in Latin (Bethmann-Hollweg Cizi/-
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1n any province, to find a Roman subject, of a hberal education,
who was at once a stianger to the Greek and to the Latin
language

§ 21 The number of subjects who acknowledged the laws of
Rome, of citizens, of provincials, and of slaves, cannot be fixed
with accuracy We are informed that, when the empero
Claudius exerased the office of censor, he took an account of
6,945,000 Roman citizens, who, with the proportion of women
and children, must have amounted to about twenty miindns of
souls  The multitude of subjects of an inferior 1ank was un-
certaim and fluctuating  But, after weighing with attention
every crcumstance which could mfluence the balance, it scems
probable that there existed in the time of Claudius about twice
as many provincials as there were citizens, of either sex and of
«very age, and that the slaves were at least equal i number
to the fiee inhabitants of the Roman world  The total amount
of this imperfect calculation would rise to about one hundied
and twenty nullions of persons

§ 22 Domestic peace and union were the natural conse-
quences of the moderate and comprehensive policy embraced
by the Romans The vanqushed nations, blended into one
great people, resigned the hope, nay even the wish, of 1esuming
their independence, and scarcely considered thenr own existence
as distinet from the existence of Rome  The established authority
of the emperors pervaded without an effort the wide extent of
thenn domunions, and was exciased with the same facility on
the banks of the Thames, or of the Nile, g5 on those of the
Tiber  The legions were destined to serve against the public
enemy, and the cinvil magistiate seldom requited the aid of a
military force

§ 23 The system of the Impenal goveinment, as it was insti-
tuted by Augustus and mantaimed by those princes who under-
stood then own nterests and that of the people, may be defined
an absolute monaichy disguised by the forms of a common-
wealth  Augustus wisbed to decenve the people by an image
of cnvil Iiberty, and the aimies by an image of civil government
He was sensible that mankind 1s governed by names, nor was
he decenved 1in us expectation that the senate and people would
submit to slavery, provided they were 1espectfully assured that
they still enjoyed then ancient freedom A feeble senate and
enenated people cheeifully acquiesced i the pleasing 1illusion,
as long as 1t was supported by the virtue, or by even the prudence,
of the successors of Augustus It was a motive of self-preserva-
tion, not a principle of hbeity, that ammated the conspirators
agamnst Caligula, Nero, and Domitian  They attacked the
person of the tyrant without aiming their blow at the authonty
of the cmpero1  The msolence of the armies inspued Augustus
with fears of a still mote alaiming nature The despan of the
citizens could only attempt what the power of the soldiers was,
at any time, able to execute Augustus summoned to his aid
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whatever remained 1n those fierce minds of Roman prejudices ,
enforced the rigour of discipline by the sanction of law, and,
interposing the majesty of the senate between the emperor and
the army, boldly claimed their allegiance as the first magistiate
of the republic

§ 24 Augustus declined the names of King and Dictator, and
was content with the modest title of PRINCEPS * - But this title
conferred no power, and the afty tytant 1ccenved from the
senate the general command of the Roman armies, and the
government of the provinces, under the well-known name of
IMPERALOR and with the power of a PROCONSUT  Under the
republic Impcrator was no moie than general, and was
emphatically bestowed by the soldiers, when on the field of
battle they proclaimed their victonious leader worthy of that
title It was then placed after his name with the number of his
victory, and m this, the republican sense, Augustus was
imperator twenty-one times 1 But the title was boine a second
time by Augustus as a prefix to his name, and was so borne by
most succceding emperors T Augustus also possessed  the
Imperunt Proconsular ¢, which placed m lhis hands the contiol
of all the provinces of the empnc§  But after recerving this
extensive powet, he resolved to gratify the piide of the senate
by an easy sacrifice  He 1etamed the command of the pro-
vinces on the fiontters, which requued the piresence of an
aimy, but he 1estored to the senate the admmistiation of the
more peaceful and secure provinces  Hence arose a distinction
which lasted to the latest times, between the Provinces of the
Senate and the Provinces of the Casar, as those of the emperor
were called The former were governed by Proconsuls, chosen
by lot fiom among thosc who had been previously consuls or
practors , the latter werce goveined by the Zegati, or licutenants
of the empcror, who weie nommated by the emperor himself,
and continued 1n the admmistiation of the provinces as long as
he pleased The emperor however delegated his power to the
members of the senate, and his licutenants were always of
consular or pretorian digmity | There was another kind of

* Non regno neque dictatura, sed priencpes nomine constitutam rempub-
hicam (Tacitus, . {zrals, 1 g) Tu (Romuld) dommi nomen, prexcipes 1lle
(Augustus) tenet (Ovid, Faste, 1 412) It signifies “hcad” or “* chief
man’ m the state- not exactly (as 1t 15 sometimes mterpreted) ** chicf
atizen "

1 Nomen imperatoris semel atque vicies partum (Tacitus, <1nnals, 1 g)

1+ Praenomen Imperatoris (Suctonius, Ziéerius, ¢ 26) It was not
borne by Tiberws, Cahigula, or Claudwus 1 (Corpus Inscriptionum Latin-
arum, m p gos)

§ Yet, although the emperor possessed proconsular power, no emperor
before Trajan bore the title proconsul-—probably out of respect to the
proconsules who governed the senatorial provinces, and who in theory owed
obedience only to the great council of the state  As the government under
Trajan became more centralised, there was less sense of the necessity of the
fiction of a dual control

|| Those of either dignity werc known as legate Casaris pro pratore.
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Imperial provinces, which on account of the nature of the
country, the character of the inhabitants, or other causes, such
as the Alpine distiicts, Judea and Egypt, could not readily
1ecetve the provinaal form and be admimistered according to
Roman laws  Accordingly these countites were tieated as if
they were the puvate domamns of the empeior, and were
admnistered by his stewards, who bote 1 other provinces the
title of Procuratores,™ but m Egypt that of 2sefectits - This
Prefectus was always a Roman kmight, and the Prefecture of
Lgypt was the only mmpottant tiust mn the provinces which
was not committed to @ senator  Yet the authonty of the
senate even in their own provinces was more nommal than
1eal, and 1t was soon discovered that the authonty of the
Prince (Priwcps), the favounite epithet of Augustus, was the
same n every patt of the empne 1

§ 25 Inretuin for this imagmary concession, Augustus ob-
tuned an important prinvilege, which 1endeted him master of
Rome and Italy By a dangeious exception to the ancient
maxims, he was authorised to preserve his military command,
supported by a numerous body of guards, even in time of peace,
and 1 the heatt of the capital  His command, mdeed, was
confined to those citizens who were engaged m the setvice by
the nilitary oath . but such was the propensity of the Romans
to servitude, that the oath was voluntarily taken by the magis-
trates, the senators, and the equestrian order, till the homage of
flattery was nsensibly converted into an annual and solemn
protestation of fidelity

§ 26 Although Augustus considered a mulitary force as the
firmest foundation, he wisely 1¢jected 1t as a very odious mstiu-
ment, of goveinment It was more agieeable to his temper, as
well as to his policy, to reign under the vcnerable names of the
anaent magistiacy, and artfully to collect in his own person
all the scattered 1ays of cnil junisdiction  With this view he
permitted the senate to confer upon him, for his hfe, the power
of the tribumtian office which was, in the same manner, con-
tinued to all his successors The emperors never called them-
selves titbunes, but the Zwibunicia Potestas, which was con-
ferted upon them, secuted to them all the nights and privileges
of the ancient tribunes,—the mviolability of their persons, the

“

When the legate was of consular 1ank he appended to his title the designa-
tion vir consulares.

* The full title borne by thesc othicials was procus ator pro legoto, to dis-
tinguish them from the finance ofhcers ( procuratores fisce), who were agents
of the Imperial ticasury and of the emperor s crown lands (patrimonia) in
the provinces

+ These Imperial encroachments were due to three mamn reasons (1)
the fiscal procuratores of Ceesar were found m every province, (i) mihtary
evgencies made the authonty of Casar supersede that of the senatorial
proconsuls 1n tim¢ of war, (m ) the gradual centralising of jurisdiction in
the emperor’s Lands led to his becoming a court of appeal for the whole
Roman world.
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Inies cesseo, or nght of putting a veto upon the 1esolutions of
the senate and the people, and the power of convening their
meetings

Upon the decath of Lepidus, Augustus assumed the title of
PoONTIFEX MAXIMUS, or Supteme Pontiff, which gave lim the
management of the Roman 1eligion, and this important dignity
was borne by all his successors  Although he did not assume
the title of Censor, yet he possessed the chicf powers of the
office, and exercised an mspection ovar the manners and
fortunes of the Roman peoplc

§ 27 If so many distinct and indepcndent powers did not
exactly unite with cach othei, the complaisance of the senate
was piepared to supply every deficency by the most ample and
extraoirdinary concessions  ‘The anperors, as the first nunisteis
of the 1epublic, were exempted fiom the obhigation and penalty
of many mconvenient laws they were authorised to comvoke
the senate, to make scveral motions in the same day, to 1ccom-
mend candidates for the honours of the state, to enlaige the
bounds of the city, to employ the 1evenue at thenr discretion, to
declare peace and war, to 1atfy treaties, and by a most com-
prehensive clause, they were empowered to exccute whatsocey et
they should judge advantageous to the empiie, and agreeable to
the majesty of things piinate or public, human or divine t

§ 28 When all the various powers of executive goveinment
were comnutted to the Zmperial magustrate, the oirdinary
magistrates of the commonw calth languished 1n obscunity, with-
out vigout, and alriost without business. The names and forms
of the ancient administiation weie preseived by Augustus with
the most anaious cate  The usual number of consuls, pretors,
and tribunes, weie annually invested with then respectne
ensigns of office, and continued to dischaige some of their least
important functions Those honours still attracted the vamn
ambition of the Romans, and the empcrots themseh es, though
mvested for life with the powers of the consulship, fiequently
aspired to the title of that annual dignity, which they conde-
scended to share with the most illustrious of their fellow-citizens
During the 1e1gn of Augustus these magistrates continued to be
elected by the pcople , but upon the accession of Tibetus the
elections weie transferred to the scnate  The assemblies of the
people wete abo'shed,} and the emperois were delivered fiom a
dangerous multitude, who, without 1estoring hiberty, might have
disturbed, and perhaps endangered, the established government

* To this must be added the veto on the deciee of the magistrate, ¢ ¢ n
jurisdiction

1 Ze they weie given the right of 1ssuing edicts as mterpreters of law
(sec Appendiy, note 2, on *“'The Powers of the 727 inceps

T The comitia ceascd to dlect magistiates-- (xce pt possibly the consuls,
whose names were suggested by the emperot—m A b 14, at the begmning
of Tiberus’ reign - They met occasionally for legislative purposcs, at least
as late as the reign of Nava
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§ 29 Augustus and lus successors founded their new empire
upon the dignity of the senate In the admistration of their
own powers they frequently consulted the great national council,
and seemed to refer to its decision the most important conceins
of peace and war  Rome, Italy, and the mteinal provinces,
wete subject to the immediate junisdiction of the senate  With
regard to avil objects, 1t was the supreme coutt of appeal , with
regard to criminal matters, a titbunal, constituted for the,tijal of
all offences that were commutted by men i any public station,
or that affected the peace and majesty of the Roman people
The exercise of the judicial power became the most ficquent and
sctious occupation of the senate, and the impottant causes that
were pleaded before them afforded a last 1efuge to the spinit of
ancient eloquence  As a council of state, and as a court of
Justice, the senate possessed very considerable prerogatives, but
m ats legislative capacity, i which it was supposed virtually to
represent the people, the rights of sovereignty weie acknow-
ledged to reside mn that assembly  Every power was derived
from their authonty, every law was 1atified by their sanction
Their regular meetings wete held on two stated days in every
month, the Calends, and the Ides * The debates weie conducted
with decent fieedom , and the emperors themselves, who gloiied
in the name of senators, sat and debated with then equals

§ 30 The face of the court corresponded with the forms of the
admimistration  The emperors, 1if we except those tyrants whose
caprictous folly violated every law of natute and decency, dis-
dammed that pomp and ceremony which rught offend then
countrymen, but could add nothing to their real power In all
the offices of life they affected to confound themsclves with theu
subjects, and maintamed with them an equal ntercoursc of
visits and entertainments Thenn habit, then palace, their
table, were suited only to the rank of an opulent senatotr  Then
family, however numerous or splendid, was composed cntuely
of thenn domestic slaves and ficedmen Augustus or Trajan
would have blushed at employing the mecanest of the Romans 1in
those menial offices which, in the houschold and bedchamber of
a himited monarch, are so eagerly solicited by the proudest
nobles of Biitan

§ 31 The deification of the emperors 1s the only mstance m
which they depaited fiom their accustomed prudence and
modesty A regular custom was ntroduced, that, on the decease
of every empetror, the senate by a solemn decaiee should place
him i the number of the gods and the ceremonies of his
apotheosis were blended with those of lus funcral {

The meetings on the fixed days were known as sezatus legitime , extra-
ordin uy meetings summoned on other days as sczatus indicte

1 The object of this deification was to create loyalty to a dynasty, and to

give a national religion to the empne, rather than to gratfy personal pride
(see Appendix, flote 3, on *“ The Deification of the Emperor ).
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§ 32 In the consideration of the Imperial government, we
have frequently mentioned the artful founder under his well-
known title of Augustus The obscure name of Octavianus he
derived from a mean family in the httle town of Anicia  The
illustrious surname of Casar he had assumed as the adopted
son of the dictator The title of Augustus was conferred upon
him by the senate as cxpiessive of the character of peace and
sanctitv which he uniformly affected  Augustus was therefore
a personal, Cesar a family distinction The former should
naturally have expired with the prince on whom 1t was bestowed ,
and however the latter was diffused by adoption and female
alliance, Nero was the last prince who could allege any here-
ditary claim to the honours of the Juhan line  But, at the time
of his death, the practice of a century had inseparably connected
those appellations with the Impernal dignity, and they were
preserved by a long succession of emperors—Romans, Grecks,
Fianks, and Germans fiom the fall of the republic to the time
of Napoleon A distinction was, however, soon ntroduced
The sacied title of Augustus was always reserved for the
monaich, whilst the name of Casar was morce freely communi-
cated to his relations , and, fiom the 1cign of Hadnan, at least,
was approptiated to the sccond person in the state, who was
considered as the presumptive heir of the empite

§ 33 In clective monarchies the vacancy ot the throne 1s a
moment big with danger and mischief ‘The Roman emperons
mvested therr designed successor with solairge a share of present
power, as should cnable him, after their decease, to assume the
remainder without suffering the empne to perceive the change
of masters Thus Augustus obtained for Tiberius authornity
equal to his own over the piovinces and the armies ‘lhus
Vespasian associated Titus i the full powers of the Impernal
dignity  Thus Neiva, feeling that his fecble age was unequal
to the weight of empie, declared Trajan his colleague and
successor in the empire  Trajan adopted his kinsman Hadian,
under whose reign, as has been alrcady mentioned, the empue
flourished 1in peace and prosperity  Hadrian at first selected as
his successor Ahus Verus, a gay and voluptuous nobleman ,
but on the death of Verus the emperot named as his son and
successot one of the most viituous of the Romans, who after-
wards reigned under the name of Antoninus Pius  He was
adopted by Hadnan on condition that he should adopt mn his
turn the young Marcus Aurelius, and the son of Alus Verus,
and he gave to the former his daughter Faustina in marriage
Pius was succeeded (A D 161) by his two adopted sons , but the
younger Verus, with many vices, possessed one virtue—a dutiful
1everence for his wiser colleague, to whom he willingly aban-
doned the ruder caies of empire  Antoninus Pius and Marcus
Aurelius, or the two Antonines, as they are usually called,
governed the Roman world 42 years (AD 138-180) with the
same 1nvariable spint of wisdom and virtue Their umted
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reigns are possibly the only period of history in which the
happiness of a great peoplc was the sole object of govern-
ment.

§ 34. The reign of Titus Antoninus Pius is marked by the rare
advantage of furnishing very few materials for history ; which is,
indeed, little more than the register of the crimes, follies, and
misfortunes of mankind. In private life he was an amiable as
well as a good man. The native simplicity of his virtl;F yas a
stranger to vanity or affectation. He enjoyed with moderation

Fortion of the Column of Marcus Aurelius.

the conveniences of his fortune and the innocent pleasures of
society ; and the benevolence of his soul displayed itself in a
cheerful serenity of temper.

The virtue of Marcus Aurelius Antoninus was of a severer
and more laborious kind. At the age of twelve years he
cmbraced the rigid system of the Stoics, which taught him to
consider virtue as the only good, vice as the only evil, all things
external as things indifferent.  His Meditations, composed in
the tumult oé a camp, are still extant.  But his life was the
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noblest commentary on the piecepts
of Zeno He was seveie to himself]
indulgent to the imperfection of others,
just and hbeneficent to all mankind
War he dcetested, as the disgrace
and calamity of human natuie, but
when the necessity ot « just defence
calledsupon him to take up arms, he
reachly evposed his person to aght
winter campaigns on the fiozen banks
of the Danube, the scventy of which
was at fast fatal to the weaknoss of his
constitution  His memory was 1everad
by «a grateful posterity, and, abovc a
centny after his death, many persons
presenved the image of Marcus Awe-
hus among those of then household
gods

If a man were called to fix the period
n the history of the world during which
the condition of the human race was
most happy and prospeious, he would,
without hesitation, name that which
clapsed from the death of Domitian to
the accession of Commodus The vast
extent of the Roman empire was
gorerned by abscolute power under the
gwdance of virtue and wisdom  The
armies were 1estramned by the firm but
gentle hand of fom successive emperors
whose characters and authority com-
manded mvoluntary 1espect  The forms
of the avil admmistration wetre carefully
preserved by Neiva, Tiajan, Hadnan,
and the Antomincs, who dehghted
the mmage of hibeity, and wae pleased
with considering themselves as the ac-
countable ministers of the laws Such
princes deserved the honour of restoring
the republic, hesl the Romans of their
days been capable of enjoying a rational
fieedom.

* The Antonme column, figmed on this
page, was erected in honour of M Aurclus,
and still stands at Rome It 1s 1 1ptition
of the column of Tiyan  The bisachefs
represent the conquests of the Marcomanni
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[On the constitution of the Principate, Mommsen, Komisches Staatsrecht,
11. 2; Mispoulet, Les institutions politiques des Romains, p. 233 ; Willems,
Le droit public Romcin, p. 403 ; Pelhamon Princeps in Smith'’s Dictionary
of Greek and Ruman Antiquities (3rd cd.), ii. p. 483. On the provinces,
Marquardt, Romische Staatsverwaltuny, i.; \ruold (W. T.), Roman Pro-
vincial Administration ; Moyle on frovincic in Smith's Dictionary of
Antiguitics (3rd edl); NMommsen, 7he rovinces from Csar to Diocletian.
On the army, Marquardt, Komische Staatsierioaltnny, . (translated into
French by Brssaud);  Purser on Zivercites o Smith's - Dictionary  of
Antiquities (3rd ed.), where further references will be found. §of the
history of the period sketched in the chapter, Sclulier (H.), Geschichte der
Romischen Kaiserseit, ii. 2, § 58; ili. §§ 64-08; Merivale, /istory of the
Romans wnder the Enmpire. |

Marcus Aurelius as Frater Arvalis. (Veiled bust in British Museum.)

APPENDIX.

NoTE 1 (§ 8).—" THE QUARTERS OF THE LEGIONS.”

The best exhibition of the distribution of the Tegions in the period of the
Eater Principate which we possess is contained in two marble columns at
Rowme (published in Corpus Inscriptionun Latinarum, vi. n. 3402 « b,
p. 808).  The list appears to exhibit the distribution of the legions between
the tine of Hadrian and the Iater years of NMarcus Aurelius; but it contains
additions of the Period of Septimius Severus.
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The numbers aie as follows —

In Bratain, 3, m Germany uppua, 2, lower, 2, m Pannonza upper, 3,
lower, 1, 1n Alasza upper, 2, lowel, 3, m Dacia, 1, m Cappadocia, %,
fuphrates Provinces Phoeman, 1, Syna, 2, Juduq, 2, Awaba, o,
Agypt, v, Nunwdia, 1, Spain, 1, Novecum, v, Rhetia, 1 'To which
are addcd three raised by Scptimins Scverus T Parthicvin Mesopotamia,
I Parthica in Ttaha, I Parthicvin Mesopotamia

(For the arrangement of the legions during the whole period of the catly
Prinupate sec 1. G Hady, Aovements of the Roman ILegions from
AugWstils to Severus .1 Fnglish Historzcal Review, No 8, October, 1887 )

NOTE 2 (§ 27) —" Tur POWLRS OT THT PrRINCIPS "

§ 27 s m the main a paniphiase of a curious document dealing with
some of the powers conferrcd on the preuceps, which has come down to us
It 1s a bronvse tablet discovared at Rome m the fourtcenth century, and now
i the Capitolme Museum, and 1t contams the concluding fragment of a
sertes of powars conferied on the empaor Vespasian on his accession n
AD 69-70 It descnibes atself as alaw, and 1s generally known as the Lea
de Imperro Vespastanz, but its wordmg bears more analogy to that of a
Senatus consultum (Mommsen, Staatsr 11 p 879), and 1t 15 probably a
dceree of the scnate meant to be submutted to the formal approbation of
the people

It 1s vay miportant for frammng a constitutional theory of the empire to
determine what put this law plays mn cicating thc Impeanal prerogative
Different interpretations of 1t have led to very dnagent views as to the
mode m which the Imperial powars ware confenied

Lhe prerogatives on which Augustus based the Prinapate weie the
Proconsulare Imperium and the Lribunicia Potestas, the grants of both
these powers being at fust temporary and 1enewed from time to time, but
afterwards papetual The first gave lnm authonty outside Rome and
Italy, the second was supposcd 1o be the basis of s influence within the
central state The objoct which Augustus had i view was to conceal as
carefully as possible the mulitary (haracta of the monarchy fiom the eyes
of Romw atizens  ‘This chaeta would have been strikingly apparent
had he rosted his authonty i the eapital on the unhmuted smperiaem

But pinctical considerations rendcred the mamtenince of this theory
mpossible  Qualifications had to be mtroduccd which, without beng
S0 obvious 1s to obscuie the appucntly constitutional chiracter of the
rule of Augustus and his successors, yet went fai enough to gne the
emperor the authority necessary for making him the supremic head of
the state

I By a special dispensation the emperor was allowcd to 7efazn the
proconsulare amperium within the walls It was never clearly determined
whether by this retention was meant the capacity for exerczseng the full
smpervum within the aty, and the emperors were content to leave the
question i a state of convenment uncertanty  Yct, by the retention of
the zmpereum withm the walls, the proconsular was assumed to become
a kind of quasi-consular imperium It was certainly m vitue of a»
2mper tum held within the aity that the emperor exerased anvil and eriminal
Junsdiction in Rome

II Subsidiary grants were made from time to time to Augustus and hi,
successors, which were meant to supplement the gaps mn the mmadequate
proconsulare imperium and tr1bunicia potestas  Such was the conferment
of the consular z#szgnia on the emperor, who, like the tribune, possessed m
his own nght no distinctive diess while he sojourned 1n Rome  Such, too,
was the nght of making the first proposal m the senate (jus prime rela-
tionis), for the tribunicia potestas placed the emperors m this respect
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below the consuls and preetors  And such, in all probabihty, 1s the hetero-
geneous collection of powers embiaced by our fragmentay Lex de Imperio
Vespastan:  They were prerogatives of a very gradual growth, and the
statute, in which they were embodied at Vespasian's accession, gives the
emperor the power (1) of making treaties , ﬁz) extending the pomerium,
(3) commending magistrates for office , (4) 1ssuing edicts as interpretations
of law, human and divine (5) It exempts him from the operation of
certun laws, and (6) gives him certain special privileges in his relations with
the senate Many of the powers here enumerated are closely associated with
the smperium  But the law does not confer any definite Z1zd of 1/8peseum,
and 1s as httle connected with the conferment of the proconsular e imperium
as 1t 1s with the grant of the #2:buncia pofestas 1t 1s a supplement to both,
fiamed as a senafus consultum and passed as a lex thiough the Assembly
(whether of the Populus or of the Plchs we cannot say)  In this respect 1t
tollowed the analogy of the plebiscitum conferning the #2:bunicra potestas,
which requied and 1eceived the formal 1atification of the Plebs

1he impenal bographies, while mentioning the conferment of the g 0-
consulare imperium and & ibunicra potestas, speak ot no /aw confening
the impertum (1it@ Lere, 4, Fuliant, 3, Alexandry, v, Probi, 12) It
15 only fiom the Jutists of the second and thnd centuries A D that we
hear of the emperors receving emperzum thiough a /ea (Gaus, 1. 5, Ulpian
m Iigest, 1 4, 1) Mommsen behieves this to be the law giving the
‘[ubunmician power (Staatsreckt, 1 p 876), but 1t 15 not impossible that
the law which we have discussed had, by the accretions of ages, assumed
dimensions sufhicient to throw mto the shade the other sources of the
unperial authonity

(For 1eferences to modein wotks see the bibliography on the constitution
of the Puinaipate, at the end of the chapter )

Notr 3(§ 31) —* THE DEIFICATION OF THI' EMPEROR "

Emperot-worship assumed two forms in the Roman world, both of them
in harmony with the spiitual conceptions of the time, and hoth of them
equally available for the purpose of cieating a 1chigious loyalty i the
Itahan and provincial mind  One was the rehigious cult ordamed for the
service of the deified Czesal, the other the rehigious 1everence permitted for
the spinitual personality—the zwumen or gemius—of the hving monarch
Theire was nothing to shock Roman sentiment n the worship of the genius
of a hving man, and when the man had died he and his gemius had become
one Theie was no reason to confine the reverence felt for the guardian
angel of the world to the sphere in which he had once moved and acted To
the Oriental mind such self-analysis was scarcely necessary , the nations of the
LEast had deified then monarchs for centuries, and the unseen Caesai, whose
distant power they felt, and whose ordered government they obeyed, might
well seem a greater god than their local divimties, the area of whose power
and protection was often restricted by the bounds of a single state In the
western provinces Czesai-worship was more of an aitfficial product, but
artifice, although 1t may create, can scarcely sustain a religious ceremomal,
even by the bribe of digmfied priesthoods, and we must suppose an
undercurrent of genuine belief in Gaul, Spain, and Britain

Yet, although there was spontaneity n 1ts ongin, the favour shown by
the government to the cult of the Caesars was a powerful factor in 1ts
giowth  Hardly had Octavian secured his power when he permitted the
consecration of a temple to Drvus Fulius (Dio Cassius, i 22), and although
his own duect worship was not permitted in Italy, and an altar in the
curia was dechned (Dio Cassius, iv 25), a temple dedicated to him as
Augustus rose at Pamwum 1n Palestine (20 B C, Josephus, Anfiquztates,
v 10, 3) Inthe ne\t year the more modest, and hence the more usual
form of dedication to ‘“ Rome and Augustus’ was allowed at Pergamum
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(Eckhel, Doctr tna Numorum, n 466) A similar worship was mstituted for
the Gallic nobles at Lugdunum (12 B ¢, Dio Casswus, iv 32) In8BcC
his divimity was recognised at Rome 1n the modified form suted to his own
wishes and the susceptibilitics of the Italians, the genzes of Augustus was
associated with the household gods or Lazesin the worship of the vice of the
capital (Egger, Examen critfique des historiens du régne d Auguste, Appen-
dix IT pp 360-375) Finally, on Augustus’ death, Tiberius permmtted altars
to be raised to the divimty of his dufied predecessor mn Tarraconensis, 1in
Narbonensis, and in Asia Lhis and other sitmilar concessions of the first
and secdnd emperors formed the prototype of a policy which was preserved
with lasting effects on the orgamsation of the Roman and provinaal world.
Amongst these may be singled out—

I The establishment of a priestly aristocracy  On the death and deifica-
tion of Augustus the college of Sodales Awugustales was created, consisting of
twenty-one nobles and containmg 1 its hist membets of the Impenal house
(Tacitus, Awnals, 1, 54) The Llamines Augustales m the provinees held
the same digmfied position m then native towns, and were diawn from
the anistocracics of the states, not were the lower wnd the muddle class
forgotten ‘L he ficedmen, whose birth excluded them fiom office, formed
the staple of the Sczere and Awgustales of the mumapal towns, and gamed
fiom the worship of Augustus szszgz:a and honouts, compensating fot
those which the law forbade them to hold 1n the secular life of their cities

IT The great provimcial diets (concilia, communia, kowd), of which that
founded at T yons was the prototype, soon became a marked feature of
provincial Life In the luast Casai-worship was often associated with
existing gatherings of tubes of kindied nationality who met for a common
worship, and the favow shown by the government to such a proof of loyalty
soon led the West to follow the example of the Jast  ‘The high priests
(sacerdotes provincice, tpxiepeis) were chosen yearly from the most distin-
guished families, and delegates (/egate, awedpoi) ftom the districts into
which the province was divided wete sent to the annual meetings (concilea,
kowd) They elected then high priestsand voted money for sacred purposes,
but representative assemblies ot nations could not confine their utterances
to purely religious mattets, and the government permitted-—perhaps even
encouraged—them to make representations about the condition of the
province and complaints about the conduct of offials  Every province of
the empire seems to have possessed a diet of some kind ; and even Britain,
one of the least organised, had at Colchester a templum Divo Claudio
constrtutum, looked on by the natwves guasz awx @lerne dominationts
(Tacitus, Annals, xiv 31) The close connection of these assemblies with
the inner organisation of the province, the sentiment of loyalty which they
mspired, and the dignified caieer which they opened to provincial nobles,
1endered it impossible for Christianity to sweep them away entirely Even
the priesthoods still continued in name and as a secular honour The
Asiarchs, Syriarchs, Pheeniciarchs, etc (as the high priests were called,
from the names of their respective provinces), are respected by Constantine’s
legislation (A D 336, Coder Fustimranus, 5, 27, 1), and under this fiist
Christian emperorg new sacerdotium Ilavie genfis was created in Afiica
(Victor, Cresares, 40, 28), and a temple, where no pagan rite was to be per-
formed, was raised to the same family in Umbna (Orelli-Henzen, 5580)

(For the concilia, see Marquardt, Staatsverwaltung, 1 p 503, Kuhn,
Verfassung des Romuschen Reiwcks,1 p 106, on the Augustales, Mourlot,
Fssaz sur L hastowre de I' Augustaleté dans ' Empire Romain, where a biblio-
graphy of this portion of the subject will be found )
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CHAPTER IL

REIGNS OF COMMODUS, PERTINAX, DIDIUS JULIANUS, AND
SEPTIMIUS SEVERUS.

§ 1. Accession of COMMODUS : his character. § 2. Conspiracy against his
life : his hatred and cruelty towards the Senate. § 3. His dissolute
and degrading pleasures. § 4. His assassination.  § 5. Choice of
PERTINAX for Emperor. § 6. His virtues : his gnurder by the Prac-
torian guards. § 7 The Preetorian guards: their institution and
specious claims, § 8. They offer the empire to sale : it is purchased
by JuLiAN. § 9. Rcvolt of Clodius Albinus in Britain, of Pescennius
Niger in Syria, and of Septimius Severus in P mnonh: SEPTIMIUS
SEVERUS marches to Rome, and is declared Tomperor @ death of Julian,
§ 10. Defeat and death of Niger and Albinus : bl(,gt: of Byzantium.

* The arch of Septimius Severus still exists in good preservation at the
north-cast of the Roman forum. It was dedicated to Severus and his two
sons, Caracalla and Geta, in the 1rth year of his reign, A.D. 203, as a
commemoration®f the yictory over the Parthians.
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§ 11. Government of Severus @ general peace and prosperity @ relaxa-
tion of military discipline.  § 12, New establishment of the Practorian
guards.  § 13. The office of Praetorian Procfect. § 1y New maxims
of the Tmperial prevogative. § 150 Julia Domna, the wife of Severus
their two sons, Caracalln and Geta, § 16, Severus gocs into Britain
his death,

§ 1. THE golden age of Trajan and the Antonines was suc-
ceededs by an age of iron. Commodus, the son of Marcus
Aurclius, was only nineteen years of age at the death of his
father (A.D. 180). He succeeded to the throne amidst the
acclamations of the senate and armies; and the happy youth
saw around him neither competitor to remove nor enemies to
punish. Nature had formed him of a weak rather than a
wicked disposition ; but his mind was gradually corrupted by
his attendants ; and his cruelty, which at first obeyed the
dictates of others, degenerated into habit, and at length became
the ruling passion of his soul.

The first measure of his reign was to conclude peace with the
Quadi and Marcomanni, against whom his father had carried
on war in person for several years. He then hurried to Rome
to enjoy the pleasures of the capital with the servile and

Coin of Comnmodus, inscribed flerculi Romano conditori (see p. 27).

profligate youths whom Marcus had banished, but who soon
regained their gfation and influence about the new emperor.
But although he indulged in a dissolute course of amusements,
he intrusted, during the first three years of his reign, the
administration to the faithful counsellors of his father; his
hands were yet unstained with blood ; and he had even dis-
played a generosity of sentiment, which might perhaps have
ripencd into solid virtue. A fatal incident decided his fluctu-
ating character.

§ 2. Onc evening, as the emperor was returning to the palace
through a dark and narrow portico in the amphitheatre, an
assassin, who waited his passage, rushed upon him with a drawn
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sword, londly exclauiming, © 774 senate sends you this” The
menace prevented the deed 5 the assassin was seized by the
puards, and immediately vevealed the authors of the conspiracy
[t had heen formed, not in the senate, but within the walls o
the palace. Lucilla, the emperor’s sister, and widow of Lucius
Verus, impaticnt of the second rank, and jealous of the reigning
empress, had armed the murderer against her brothers life,
But the words of the assassin sunk decp into the rgind of
Commodus, and left an indelible impression of fear and hatred
against the whole body of the senate. ‘T'he Delators,* a race of

Commodus (from the bust in the British Muscum).

men discouraged, and almost extinguished, under the former
reigns, again became formidable as soon as they discovered
that the cmperor was desirous of finding ®disaffection and
treason in the senate. Suspicion was equivalent to proof ;
trial to condemnation. The exccution of a considerable senator
was attended with the death of all who might lament or revenge
his fate ; and when Commodus had once tasted human blood,
he became incapable of pity or remorse.

§ 3. The first minister of his crimes was Perennis ; but the
emperor was obliged to sacrificc him to the complaints of
the legions of Britain (A.D. 185). Perennis was succeeded in

See Appendix, note 1, on ** Delatores.”
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the Impenal favour and in the command of the Practornan
troops, by Cleander,* a Phrygian by buth, who duting fou years
governed the empire with absolute sway, till at length his
avarice and cruelty excited a revolt of the populace, which was
only appeased by the execution of the gulty favourite (A D
189) Meanwhile every sentiment of viitue and humanity
had become extinct mn the nund of Commodus Whilst he
abandomed the remns of empne to these unworthy favountes,
his only occupations were the indulgence of his sensual appe-
tites, and the spoits of the cncus and amphitheatiec The
Roman emperor even deigned to descend into the aiena of
the amphitheatie, and to exhibit his skill before the populace
of Rome Not content with slaying wild beasts with his own
hands, he enteied the hists as a gladiator, and gloned mn a
profession which the laws and manners of the Romans had
branded with the justest mfamy ‘The seivile cronwd, whose
fortune depended on then master’s vices, applauded these
ignoble pursuits, and saluted him as the Roman FHercules, a
title which Commodus eageily embiaced, and which we still
read upon his medals

§ 4 But amidst the acclamations of a flattering court, Com-
modus was unable to disguise fiom lumself that he had deseived
the contempt and hatied of every man of sense and virtue 1n
his empire = His fetocious spmt was nutated by the conscious-
ness of that hatred, by the envy of every kind of ment, by the
Just appiehension of danger, and by the habit of slaughtet
which he contracted in his daily amusements His cruelty
proved at last fatal to humself Maicia, his favounte concu-
bine, Eclectus, his chamberlan, and Ltus, his Piztorian
prefect,I alarmed by the fate of their companions and pie-
decessors, resolved to prevent the destiuction which every hou:
hung over their heads Maicia seized the occasion of present-
g a draught of poisoned wine to her lover, after he had
fatigued himself with hunting some wild beasts. Commodus
retined to sleep, but whilst he was labouring with the effects
of poison and drunkenness, a 1obust youth, by profession a
wrestler, entered his chambei, and stiangled him without resist-
ance Commodus perished January 1, A D. 193, after a reign of
eleven years

§ 5 The measuges of the conspirators were conducted with
the deliberate coolness and celenity which the greatness of the
occasion required They resolved instantly to fill the vacant
thione with an emperor whose character would justify and

* Cleander nominally possessed two colleagues in the Przaefecture, which
vas now for the first time shared amongst three persons { Vzta Commod:,
> 6
T)Hercuh Romano condrtor: (see the coin reproduced on p 25) The
ast epithet refers to his restoration 1n A D 192 of part of Rome that had
seen destroyed by a fire

I See Appendix, note 2, on * The Prefectus Pretorio ™
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maintain the action that had been commtted. They fixed on
Pertinax, praefect of the city, an ancient senator of consular
rank, whose conspicuous merit had broke through the obscunty
of his birth, and‘raised him to the_first honours of the state
He now remained almost alone of the friends and ministers
of Maicus; and when, at a latc hour of the might, he was
awakened with the news that the chamberlain and the prefect
were at his door, he received them with intrepid ressghation,
and desired they would execute their master’s orders. Instead
of death, they offered him the throne of the Roman world.
During some moments he distrusted their intentions_.and
assurances. Convinced at length of the death of Commodus,
he accepted the purple with a sincere reluctance, the natural
effect of his knowledge both of the duties and of the dangers of
the supreme rank

Laetus conducted without delay his new emperor to the camp
of the Pratonans, diffusing at the same time thiough the city
a seasonable report that Commodus died suddenly of an
apoplexy ; and that the virtuous Pertinax had e/ready succeeded
to the throne. g‘ohe guards were rather surprised than pleased
with the suspitrous death of a prince whose 1n e and
Iiberality they alone had experienced} but they stifled then
secret discontents, and swore allegiafice to the new emperor
The senate joyfully ratified the election, and conferred upon hin
all the titles of Imperial power The memory of Commodus
was bianded with eternal infamy  They decreed that his
honours should be reversed, his titles erased fiom the public
monuments, his statues thrown down, and lis body diagged
with a hook into the stripping-10om of the gladiators, to satiate
the public fury

§ 6 Pertinax found a nobler way of condemning his pre-
decessor’'s memory—by the contrast of his own virtues with the
vices of Commodus He endeavoured to heal, 3sfa1 as it was
possible, the wounds inflicted by the hand of tyranny The
innocent victims who yet survived were recalled from exile,
released from prison, and restored to the full possession of then
honowts and fortunes The Delators were punished Stuct
economy was mtroduced into the public expenditure He
remitted all the oppressive taxes invented by Commodus, and
cancelled all the W"f the treasurys He removed the
oppressive restiictions which had been laid upon commerce,*
and granted all the uncultivated land in Italy and the provinces t
to those who would improve them; with an exemption from
tribute during the term of ten years Such an umform conduct
had already secured to Pertinax the noblest reward of a
sovereign, the love and esteem of his people But amudst

By abolishing the harbour-dues (gorfor2a) (Herodian, u 4)
+ 7 ¢ those uncultivated lands which formed part of the public domains
(Herodan¥/ ¢
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thc general joy the sullen and angry countenance of the
Preetorian guards betrayed their inward dissatisfaction. They
had reluctantly submitted to Pertinax; they dreaded the
strictness of the ancient discipline, which he was preparing to
restore ; and they regretted the licence of the former reign. On
the 28th of March (A.D. 193), eighty-six days only after the
death of Commodus, a general sedition broke out in the camp.
Two or three hundred of the most desperate soldiers marched
at noon-day, with arms in their hands and fury in their looks,

1 uDiuy LICIVIUS IErunax (1Irom inc dust 1 LN DIINsI iviuscum ).

towards the Imperial palace. The gates were thrown open
by their companions upon guard ; and Pertinax was specedily
despatched with a multitude of wounds.

§ 7. The power of the sword is more sensibly felt in an The
extensive monarchy than in a small community. To illustrate ',"'{"“I’T‘,““
this observation we need only reflect that the tyrant of a single ther instin
town, or a small district, would soon discover that an hundred tion and
armed followers were a weak defence against ten thousand e
peasants or citizens ; but an hundred thousand well-disciplined - =
soldiers will command, with despotic sway, ten millions of

subjects ; and a body of ten or fiftcen thousanc: guards will
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strike terror into the most numerous populace that ever crowded
the streets of an immense capital The Pretorian bands, whose
hicentious fury was the first symptom and cause of the decline
of the Roman empire, scarcely amounted to the last-mentioned
number They derived their institution from Augustus. That
crafty tyrant, sensible that laws mught colour, but that arms
alone could maintain his usurped dommnion, had gradually
formed this powerful body of guatds, in constant readingss to
protect his person, to awe the senate, and either to prevent o1
to crush the first motions of rebellion He distinguished these
favoured troops by a double pay and supeior privileges ; but,
as their formidable aspect would at once have alarmed and
nritated the Roman people, three cohorts only were stationed
m the capital, whilst the remainder was dispersed in the
adjacent towns of Italy But after fifty years of peace and
servitude, Tiberius ventured on a decisive measute, which for
ever riveted the fetters of hus country  Under the fair pretences
of rehieving Italy from the heavy burden of militaiy quaiters,
and of introducing a stricter discipline among the guards, he
assembled them at Rome in a permanent camp, which was
fortified with skilful care, and placed on a commanding
situation

Such formidable servants are always necessary, but often
fatal, to the throne of despotism By thus ntroducing the
Preetorian guards as 1t were nto the palace and the senate, the
emperors taught them to perceive their own strength, and
the weakness of the civil government Even the firmest and
best established princes were obliged to mix blandishments with
commands, tewards with punishments, to flatter their pride,
indulge their pleasures, connive at their irregularities, and to
purchase their precainous faith by a hberal donative, which,
since the elevation of Claudius, was exacted as a legal claim on
the accession of every new emperot. The advocates of the
guards endeavouied to justify by arguments the power which
they asserted by arms, and to maintain that, according to the
purest principles of the constitution, #e: consent was essentially
necessary in the appointment of an emperor The election of
consuls, of generals, and of magistrates, however 1t had been
recently usurped by the senate, was the ancient and undoubted
right of the Roman people But where was éhe Roman people
‘0 be found? Not surely amongst the mixed multitude of slaves
ind strangers that filled the streets of Rome , a servile populace,
1s devoid of spinit as destitute of property. The defenders of
he state, selected from the flower of the Itahan vouth, and
ramned 1n the exercise of arms and virtue, were the genuine
epiesentatives of the people, and the best entitled to elect the
nilitary chief of the republic. These assertions, however
lefective 1n reason, became unanswerable when the fierce
Pretonans increased their weight by throwing, like the barbarian
onqueror of Rome, their swords ito the scale. .
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§ 8 The Preetorlans had violated the sanctity of the throne They offer

by the atrocious muider of Pertinax, they dishonouied the :2‘5:{21":;-"5
majesty of 1t by their subsequent conduct Anxious to obtam purchased
the highest piice for the valuable commodity they had to sell, by Juiiax
they proclaimed from the 1ampaits that the Roman world was
to-bethsposed of to the best bidder by. public_ auction  This
infamous offer, the most 1nsolent excess of mihtary licence,
diffused an universal gnef, shame, and mdignation thioughout
the aty But two purchasers were fOUﬂd,-—Dl(l]uS Juhanus,
a wealthy senator, and Flavius Sulpicianus, the father-in-law of
the late emperor, who had Dbeen alicady m tieaty with the
guards for the Tmpenal digmity.  The unworthy negotiation was
transacted by faithful emissaries, who passed alternately from
one candidate to the other, and acquamted each of them with the
offers of lus 1nal  Sulpicianus had ahiecady promised a donative
of 5000 drachme (above 160/) to cach soldier, when Julian,
cager for the prize, rose at once to the sum of 6250 d7 achme, or
upwards of 200/ sterthng The gates of the camp were instantly
thrown open to the purchaser , he was dedlared emperor, and
1ecetved an oath of allegiance fiom the soldiers e was
conducted by the soldiers to the senate, who obsequiously
conferred on him all the branches of the Impenal power From
the senate he was cariied to the palace ‘The fiist objects that
struck his eyes were the abandoned tiunk of Pertinax, and the
frugal entertainment piepared for his supper The one he
viewed with indifference ; the other with contempt A magnificent
feast was prepared by his oider, and he amused himself till
a very late hour with dice and the peiformances of Pylades,
a celebrated dancer  Yet 1t was observed that, after the crowd
of flatterers dispersed, and left him to darkness, solitude, and
terrible reflection, he passed a sleepless might ; revolving most
probably in his mind hus own 1ash folly, the fate of his virtuous
predecessor, and the doubtful and dangeious tenuie of an
empire which had not been acquued by ment, but purchased
by money.

$ 9. He had reason to tremble  On the tlhonc of the woild Revolt of
he found himself without a friend, and even without an adherent %'I?Jd‘“s

mus In

The guards themselves were ashamed of the prince whom their Butam, of
avarice had persuaded them to accept, nor was there a citizen Pescennius
who did not consider his elevation with hoiron, as the last insult e md
on the Roman name The public discontent was soon diffused Vo tysqinuuus
from the centre to the frontiers of the empire The armies of P"’"“S n

annonia
Britain, of Syna, and of Pannonia sternly refused to ratify the Seprimmys
1ignominious bargain of the Preetorians. Their immediate and Severus
unanimous revolt was fatal to Juhan, but 1t was fatal at the ﬂ:’n‘:i":,‘,ﬁ
same time to the public peace , as the generals of the respective 1s declared
armies, Clodius Albinus 1n Butam, Pescennius Niger in Syna, Emaf""l!
and Septimius Severus i Pannonia, were still more anxious to Juhane
succeed than to revenge the murdered Pertinax * Their forces

* Niger and Severus were proclaimed emperors early in A.D. 193 )
Albinus probably not until the beginning of A.p 196,
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were exactly balanced Each of them was at the head of three
legions, with a numerous train of auxiharies, and, however
different in their characters, they were all soldiers of experience
and capacity But Septimius Severus had a great advantage
over his competitors m his proximity to Italy His province
extended to the Juhan Alps, and he remembered the saying of
Augustus, That a Pannonian army might 1n ten days appear 1n
sight of Rome * By a celenity proportioned to the gregtngss of
the occasion, he might reasonably hope to revenge Pertinax,
pumsh Julian, and receive the homage of the senate and people
as their lawful emperor, before his competitors were apprised of
his success or even of his election Accordingly he ciossed the
Alps and advanced towards Rome with the utmost speed.
Upon reaching Interamna, about seventy miles from Rome, he
despatched his emissaries to the capital to assure the guards,
that, provided they would abandon their worthless piince, and
the perpetrators of the murder of Pertinax, to the justice of the
conqueror, he would no longer ‘consider that melancholy event
as the act of the whole body. The faithless Pretorians, who
trembled at the name of the Pannonian legions, gladly comphed
with the easy conditions, seized the greatest part of the assassins,
and signified to the senate that they no longer defended the
cause of Jullan That assembly, convoked by the consul,
unanimously acknowledged Severus as lawful emperor, decreed
divine honours to Pertinax, and pronounced a sentence of
deposition and death against his unfortunate successor Julian
was conducted into a private apartment of the baths of the
palace and beheaded as a common criminal, after having
purchased, with an immense treasure, an anxious and precarious
reign of only sixty-six days (June 1, A.D. 193)

§ 10 Septimius Severus left Rome at the end of thirty days
in order to encounter his two fornmdable rivals. In order to
lull one nto security while he attacked the other, he conferred
upon Albinus the rank of Casar, and treated him with every
mark of esteem and regard But as soon as he had worsted
Pescennius Niger 1in Syria, he threw off the mask and hastened
from the East to the West at the head of his victorious armues.
In less than four years (A D. 193-197) both wars were brought to
a close, and Severus became the undisputed master of the
empire. Three battles, the first near the Hellgspont, the second
near Niceea in Bithynia, and the third 1n the narrow defiles of
Cilicia,t decided the fate of his Syrian competitor, and the
troops of Europe asserted their usual ascendant over the effem-
nate natives of Asia. The battle of Lyons, where 150,000
Romans were engaged, was equally fatal to Albinus. Both
Niger and Albinus were discovered and put to death m then
fhight from the fields of battle.}

* Vellews, u 111 + Near Issus.

1 Niger was put to death; the fate of Albinus 1s less certan;
Herodian (m 7} and the Vita Sever: (¢ 11) speak of s head being cut off
Dyp Cassius (lxxv. 7) says that he commutted suicide.
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Upon the death of Niger all the East at once submitted to
Severus with the exception of Byzantium This city sustained a
siege of three yeais, and remamed faithful to the name and
memory of Nigeir. The citizens and soldiers (we know not
from what cause) were animated with equal fury ; the fortifica-
tions were esteemed impregnable, and, in the defence of the
place, a celebrated engineer displayed all the mechanic powers
known ™ the ancients Byzantium at length surrendered to
famine The magistrates and soldiers weie put to the sword,
the walls demolished, the privileges suppressed, and the destined
capital of the East subsisted only as an open village, subject to
the 1nsulting junisdiction of Perinthus The historian Dio
Cassius* accused the revenge of Severus for depriving the
Roman people of the stiongest bulwark against the baibanans
of Pontus and Asia  The truth of this observation was but too
well justified 1n the succeeding age, when the Gothic fleets
covered the Euxine, and passed thirough the undefended Bos-
porus Into the centre of the Mediterranean

§ 11 Severus exercised his victory with cruelty. He put to
death a large number of senators, who had belonged to the
party of his unfortunate competitors, and the noblest provincials
of Spain and Gaul were involved 1n the same 1uin  His general
government, however, was chaiacterised by wisdom and justice
Salutary laws, executed with inflexible firmness, soon corrected
most of the abuses with which, since the death of Maicus, every
part of the government had been infected In the administration
of justice, the judgments of the emperor were chaiacterised by
attention, discernment, and mmpaitiality , and, whenever he
deviated from the strict line of equuty, 1t was generally 1n favour
of the poor and oppressed , not so much indeed from any sense
of humamty, as fiom the natural propensity of a despot to
humble the pride of greatness, and to sink all his subjects to the
same common level of absolute dependence His expensive
taste for building, magnificent shows, and, above all, a constant
and hiberal distribution of corn and provisions, were the surest
means of captivating the affection of the Roman people The
nusfortunes of civil discord were obliterated The calm of peace
and prospelity was once more experienced in the provinces
The fame of the Roman arms was revived by this warhke and
successful emperog, and he boasted, with a just pnide, that,
having received the empire oppressed with foreign and, domestic
wars, he left 1t established n profound, universal, and honour-
able peace

Although the wounds of civil war appeared completely healed,
1ts mortal poison still lurked in the wvitals of the constitution.
The vanity of his soldiers was flattered with the honour of wear-
ing gold rings ; { their ease was indulged in the permission of

* Ixxiv 14

+ The gold ring had been 1n the later Republic and early Principate one
of the marks of equestrian rank  But from the time of Comtodus the suft
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living with their concubines in the idleness of quarters.®  He
increased their pay beyond the example of former times, and
taught them to expect, and soon to claim, extraordinary donatives
on cvery public occasion of danger or festivity. Elated by

Lucius Scptimius Severus.

success, enervated by luxury, and raised above the level of subjects
by their dangerous privileges, they soon became incapable of
military ﬂmguo oppressive to the country and impatient of a
just subordination.

of the gold ring ceased o denote admission to the order of knights, and
became merely o means 1o the conferr of free™birth (ingenuitas) on
manumitted  slaves (NMonunsen,  Staadsr, p. 893).  This is the Fus
aurcorum anwlorum of the legal writers in the Digest. Tt was doubtless
through its significance as the sign of the free-born man that this adornment
came to be usurped by the Jegionarices.

* Roman soldiers were not allowed to conclude a legal marr nzzc' during
their period of service.  But they were permitted concubinatus-in Roman
law a monogamic union, and one scarm.ly less honourable than marriage.,
Severus allowed them the further privilege of domestic life with the partners
whom thev had chosen. See PP Mever, Ter Riomisclhe Konkubinat nach den
Rechtsqueden wnd den Inschriften, and a review of this work in the English
Historical Kecicio, vol. xic, Noo a3, D, 334,
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§ 12 The Pratorians, who murdered their empetor and sold
the empire, had been disbanded by Severus ; but the necessary,
though dangerous, institution of guards, was soon restored on a
new model by Severus, and increased to four times the ancient
number. Formerly these troops had been recruited n Italy,
and as the adjacent provinces gradually imbibed the softer
manners of Rome, the levies were extended to Macedonia,
Norigum, and Spam. In the room of these elegant troops,
better adapted to the pomp of courts than to the uses of war, 1t
was established by Severus, that fiom all the legions of the
frontiers the soldiers most distinguished for strength, valour, and
fidelity should be occasionally draughted, and promoted, as an
honour and reward, into the more ehgible service of the guards
By this new institution the Itahan youth were diverted from the
exercise of arms, and the capital was teinfied by the strange
aspect and manneis of a multitude of barbanians But Severus
flattered himself that the legions would consider these chosen
Pietonans as the 1epresentatives of the whole military oider ,
and that the present aid of 50,000 men, superior i aims and
appointments to any foice that could be biought nto the field
aganst them, would for ever ciush the hopes of 1ebellion, and
secuie the empire to himself and his posterity.

§ 13 The command of these favoured and formidable troops
soon became the first office of the empire As the government
degenerated into military despotism, the Pizetorian prefect, who
m his ongin had been a simple captain of the guards, was
placed not only at the head of the army, byt of the finances, and
even of the law. In every department of admimistration he
represented the person, and exeicised the authonty, of the
emperor * The first prafect who enjoyed and abused this
immense power was Plautianus, the favourite minister of Severus
His reign lasted above ten years (A D 194-205), till the marriage
of lis daughter with the eldest son of the emperor, which
seemed to assure lis fortune, proved the occasion of his ruin
The amimosities of the palace, by irntating the ambition and
alarming the fears of Plautianus, threatened to produce a revolu-
tion, and obliged the emperor, who still loved him, to consent
with reluctance to his death After the fall of Plautianus, the
celebrated Papmian, an emment lawyer, was appointed to
execute the motley office of Pretonan praefect

§ 14. Till the reign of Severus the virtue, and even the good
sense, of the emperors had been distinguished by their real or
affected reverence for the senate, and by a tender regard to the
nice frame of cvil policy instituted by Augustus. But the
youth of Severus had been trained in the implicit obedience of
camps, and his riper years spent in the despotism of military
command. His haughty and inflexible spint could not discover,
or would not acknowledge, the advantage of preserving an inter-
mediate power, however 1maginary, between the emperor and

) * See Appendix, note 2, on ‘* The Prafectus Pretdrio.”
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the army. He disdained to profess himself the servant of an
assembly that detested his person and trembled at his frown ;
he 1ssued his commands where his request would have proved as
effectual , assumed the conduct and style of a sovereign and a
conqueror, and exercised, without disguise, the whole legislative
as well as the executive power The fine theory of a republic
insensibly vanished, and made way for the more natural and
substantial feelings of monarchy The lawyers and the Misjorians
concurred 1n teaching that the Impenal authority was held, not
by the delegated commuission, but by the irrevocable resignation
of the senate ;* that the emperor was freed from the restrant
of civil laws, could command, by his arbitrary will, the hves and
fortunes of his subjects, and might dispose of the empire as of
Ins private patrimony The most emunent of the civil lawyers,
and particularly Papiman, Paulus, and Ulpian, flounished under
the house of Severus; and the Roman jurisprudence, having
closely umted 1tself with the system of monaichy, was supposed
to have attained 1ts full matunity and perfection

The contemporaties of Severus, n the enjoyment of the peace
and glory of his 1e1gn, forgave the ciuelties by which 1t had
been mtroduced Posterity, who experienced the fatal effects of
his maxims and example, justly considered him as the principal
author of the decline of the Roman empire

§ 15 The wife of Severus was Juha Domna, a native of Emesa
in Synia. She possessed, even 1n her advanced age, the attrac-
tions of beauty, and united to a lively imagination a firmness of
mind and strength of judgment seldom bestowed on her sex.
Her amiable qualities never made any deep impression on the
dark and jealous temper of her husband, but, in her son’s
reign, she admimstered the principal affans of the empue with a
prudence that supported his authonty, and with a moderation
that sometimes coriected his wild extravagances Julia applied
herself to letters and philosophy with some success and with the
most splendid reputation She was the patroness of every art,
and the friend of every man of gemus

Two sons, Caracallat and Geta, were the fruit of this
marriage, and the destined heirs of the empire The fond hopes
of the father, and of the Roman world, were soon disappointed
by these vain youths, who displayed the indolent security of
hereditary princes, and a presumption that fogtune would supply
he place of ment and application. Without any emulation of
nrtue or talents, they discovered, almost from their infancy, a
ixed and implacable antipathy for each other The unhappy
fiscord of his sons clouded all the prospects of Severus, and

* See p 22, on the powers conferred on the emperor and the passages
here cited from Gaius and Ulpian

+ His original name was Bassianus At the close of A D 196 he was pro-
slaimed Ceesar at the age of eight with the title of M Aurelius Antoninus
Caracalla was a nickname derived from a hooded cloak of Gallic ongin
yhich he woré’himself and introduced into the army.
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threatened to overturn a throne raised with so much labour,
cemented with so much blood, and guarded with every defence
of arms and treasurc. With an impartial hand he maintained
between them an exict balance of favour, conferred on both the
rank of Augustus, with the revered name of Antoninus ;* and
for the first time the Roman world beheld threc emperors.

§ 16. In these circumstances the intelligence of a war in
3ritaw,*and of an invasion of the province by the barbarians of
the North, was received with plcasure by Severus. He resolved
to embrace the honourable pretext of withdrawing his sons
from the luxury of Rome, which enervated their minds and
irritated their passions ; and of inuring their youth to the toils
of war and government. Notwithstanding his advanced age
(for he was above threescore), and his gout, which obliged him
to be carried in a litter, he transported himsclf in person into
that remote jsland, attended by his two sons, his whole court,
and a formidable army (A.D. 208).  He immediately passed the
walls of Hadrian and Antoninus, and entered the country of the
Caledonians, who were compelled to submit to his arms.  But
as soon as the Roman legions had retired, they resumed their
hostile independence. Severus was preparing to send a new
army into Caledonia with orders net to subduc but to extirpate
the natives. They were saved by the death of their haughty
enemy. Severus expired at York in the 65th year of his age,
and in the 18th of a glorious and successful reign (A.D. 211).

* Caracalla was proclaimed Augustus in A.D. 198 ; Geta was created

Ciesar in that year, and \ugustus in A.D. 209. Sce Appendix, note 3, on
*The Titles Awugustus and Cesar.”

R

Septimius Severus, Caracalla, and Geta, crowned by Victories. (Cameo No. 250, in
““Cabimet de France.”)
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[Schuller, Geschichte der Romaschen Kaiserzeit, 11 m § 89, and v §§ 71~
73, Ranke, Weltgeschichte, 111 1 ¢ 11, Zurcher (J'), Commodus, en
Beitrag zur Kritik des Historien Herodians (Bk 1 p 221, der Unter-
suckungen sur Romischen Kaisergeschichte heransg von Max Budinger),
Hundertmark, De Imperatore Pertinace, Ceuleneer (de), Essar sur la vie de
Septime Sévére (in Mémorres de I Académie royale de Belgigue, tom xhn ),
(Hérsc)l])feld, Decimus Clodeus Albinus \n Historische Zetschrift, 43, 3
1697

APPENDIX.

NO1E 1 (§ 2) —DLLATORES

Delatores was the name given to individuals who made a profession of
ctiminal and fiscal mformation to the State, o1 of public prosecution  Ihe
name 1tself 1s post- \ugustan, though the origin of the class dates back to
Republican times, and may be traced to the absence of a system of State
prosecution and to the theory that the duty of defending society and the
republic should rest with private utizens  But the activity of the class first
became a terror to the Roman world during the empue  The Augustan
legislation which was directed to the reformation of private hife—especially
the marriage laws, known as the /ex Fulia de masitandes ordinibus and
the lex Papia Poppee, which made the infringement of their enactments
benefit the Imperial tieasury, and offered rewards for the discovery of
offenders—together with the ever-expanding law of treason (mayestas) which
was strongest under the weakest emperots, fostered the growth of this order
of itigants. Prosecution 1n one’s own interest or m that of one’s family was
never looked on with disfavour at Rome 1t was the acquisition of mfluence
o1 wealth through preying on the danger and terror of his fcllow citizens
that branded a man as a delator  The material reward given to the
successful prosecutor for treason was generally one quarter of the property
of the condemned (Tacitus, Annals, v 20) The opprobrious title
quadruplator sometimes applicd to the delator—a title which dates from
an early period of the republic—was derived from the similai share of one-
fourth of the fine imposed on the condemned, which fell to the successful
prosecutor

[Rein, Crimenalrecht, pp. 817-820, Merivale, Hust of the Romans under
the Emprre, ch 1xn ]

NoOTE 2 (§ 13) —“ THE PREFECTUS PR.ETORIO"

The growing importance of the office of the prefectus pratorio was not
merely a sign of the increasthgly military character of the despotism
Military 1ts basis had ever been, the second of the Cgesars had 1n Sejanus
one of the most formidable of those praefects who were almost partners on
the throne, and Vespasian recognised that his best security was to confer
this preefecture on his own son Titus It was rather the growing disregard
of the theory of constitutional sovereignty, the neglect of the Senate as one
of the channels of admimistration and as the ordinary source of law, and the
long absences of the emperors from Rome that made the greatness of this
office From the time at least of the emperor Hadrian the preefects of the
Ii_raatorlan guard are considered the first individuals next to the emperor.

he praefect was, from the nature of his function, the official who was nearest
to the monarch, he was trusted because he was feared, and the execution of
the emperor's most important commands required a man of something more
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executing rapidly 1ssued injunctions for army oigamisation, and for the
guidance of the civil service  Juiisdiction, the most constant of the emperor’s
burdens, and the framing of decrecs, not unnaturally fell to his share, and
hence the office, without losing 1ts ostensibly military aspect, assumed more
and more of a civil character ‘This change, which began under Marcus
Aurehus and Commodus, was finally achieved after the time of Septimrius
Severus, henceforth we find the first jurists of the empire—Papiman,
Ulpian, and Paulus—filling the praefectwe It was probably about this
period—ge end of the second and beginning of the third century A 1 —that
the cotstantly delegated jurisdiction of the emperor resulted 1n the praefect’s
becoming the Supreme Court of Appcal, in matters both civil and criminal,
for the provincial world  'The growth of his power ran parallel to that of
the Imperial councl (comseleam) of legal advisers, of which the preefects
were the presidents, and the mmportance of both presidents and council,
originating with Hadrian, was due to that personal centrahsation of
authonity, which the necessities of the defunce of the empire had made
mdependent, of a fixed constitution and even of a fixed capital

[Mommsen, Staatsrecht, n pp 1114-1122, a hst of the ps afects pretorio
to the time of Diocletian 1s contamned i Hirschfeld's Untersuchungen auf
dem Gebiete der Romuschen Verwaltungsgeschichte, pp 219-239 |

NOTE 3 (§ 15) —** THE TITLES AUGLSTUS AND CaSAR ™

Augustus, although 1n the list of the emperor’'s names it occupies the
place of a cognomeen, was never regarded as a family designation It was a
name of honour, expressing the sanctificd majesty of the princeps (Amyovaros
e kat wNetov 7¢ § haTe avllpdmovs wy Emexdytly Dio Cassius, 1 16), 1t was not
boine even by his colleague i the proconsulare wmperiwm and tribunicra
potestas, and hence connoted, as no other title did, the unique elevation of
the actual sovereign above lus co-regent (consors or particeps impertr) ‘lhe
mstitution of duo Awguste in 161 A b was thus a convincing proof that the
sovereignty was 1eally divided

Cesar was ongmally the mhented cognomen of that branch of the Juha
gens which had secuwred the thione  This fanuly designation was trans-
mitted by legitimate descent or adoption to the dynasty which closed with
the death of Cahgula The family of the Cresars then died out, though
the name continued to be borne Ly the relatives of that family, Claudus
and Nero, who subsequently occupied the throne Galba was the fiist
princeps wholly unconnected with the Julian house, the name Casar, as
borne by him and his successors, was simply the assertion of a fictitious
dynastic claim to 1ule, and perhaps to mherit the crown property which
followed the succession (Karlowa, Romische Kechisgeschickte, p 508) It
was a name shared by the ruling princeps with ns sons and grandsons

With Hadrian's reign begins a imitation of the useof the name Itis
now borne only by the presumptive successor to the throne (Vita L Vere,
2) The choice of 1ts bearer was made by the reigning emperor, although
1t might be suggested by the Senate (Mommsen, Sfaafsrecht, 1 p 1140),
and the recognition of this right of designation was an important modifica-
tion of the elective character of the monarchy After the beginning of the
third century the name appears as nobilessemus Cesar, Geta being the first
prince so designated

On the recognition of the dual monarchy the possibility of the existence
of fwo Ceesars accompanied that of the two Augusti

[Karlowa, Romische Rechtsgeschichte, pp 508, so9; Willems, Le drout
public Romain, pp 498, 423, Mommsen, Staatsrecht, w pp 771, 1139 ]
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solicitations of Caracalla, and proclaimed both biothers emperors
of Rome. The new princes soon left the Caledonians 1n peace,
recturned to the capital, and were cheerfully acknowledged as
lawful sovereigns by the senate, the people, and the provinces.
Some pre-eminence of rank seems to have been allowed to the
clder brother; but they both administered the empire with
equal and independent power Such a divided form of govein-
ment, would have proved a source of discord betwecn the most
affectionate brothers It was impossible that it could long
subsist between two implacable enemies, who neither desired
nor could trust a reconciiation  On their return to Rome their
mother endcavoured to effect a peaceful settlement of their
differences ; but while they were conversing i her apartment,
some centurions, who had contrived to conceal themselves, rushed
with drawn swords upon the unfortunate Geta His distracted
mother stiove to protect him 1in her arms , but, in the unavailing
struggle, she was wounded in the hand, and covered with the
blood of her younger son, while she saw the clder ammating
and assisting the fury of the assassins (Feb 27, A D 212) To
securc the support of the soldiers, Caracalla distributed 1n one
lavish donative the accumulated treasures of his father’s reign

§ 2 The crime went not unpunished Neither business, no1
pleasure, nor flattery, could defend Caracalla from the stings of
a4 gulty conscience, and he confessed, in the angwsh of a
tortured mind, that his disordered fancy often beheld the angry
forms of his father and his brother nising into life to threaten
and upbraid him  The consciousness of his crime should have
induced him to convince mankind, by the virtues of his reign,
that the bloody deed had been the mvoluntary effect of fatal
necessity  But the repentance of Caracalla only prompted him
to remove from the world whatever could remind him of his
guilt, or recall thc memory of his murdeied brother It was
computed that, under the vague appellation of the friends of
Geta, above twenty thousand persons of both sexes suffered
death. Among the vicums of his cruelty was the celebrated
Papimian, the Praetorian prefect under Severus  After the
muider of Geta, Papiman was commanded to exert the powers
of his skill and eloquence 1n a studied apology for that atrocious
deed. “That 1t was easier to commut than to justify a parricide,”
was the glorious reply of Papinian, who did not hesitate
between the loss of lfe and that of honour Such intrepid
virtue, which had escaped pure and unsullied from the intrigues
of courts, the habits of business, and the arts of his profession,
reflects more lustre on the memory of Papimian than all his
great employments, his numerous wrntings, and the supenor
reputation as a lawyer which he has preserved through every
age of the Roman jurisprudence.

§ 3. The tyranny of Tiberius, Nero, and Domitian, who
resided almost constantly at Rome or in the adjacent villas,
was confined to the senatorial and equestrian arders. But
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Caracalla was the common enemy of mankind He left the
capital (and he never returned to 1t) about a year after the
murder of Geta The rest of his reign was spent 1n the several
provinces of the empire, particularly those of the East, and
every province was, by turns, the scene of his rapine and cruelty
In the mudst of peace, and upon the slhighest provocation, he
1ssued his commands at Aleaandria, in Egypt, for a general
massacre From a secuie post in the temple of Scidpys, he
viewed and directed the slaughter of many thousand citizens, as
well as strangers, without distinguishing either the number or
the crime of the sufferers; since, as he coolly informed the
senate, a// the Alexandrians, those who had peiished, and those
who had escaped, were alike guilty Caiacalla, however, took
care to secure the affections of the aimy He increased their
pay, encouraged their nsolent famiharity, and affected to
imitate the diess and manneis of a common soldier  As long
as his vices were benefiaial to his aimies he was secure from the
danger of rebellion A secret conspuiacy, provoked by his own
jealousy, was fatal to the tyrant The Pretorian praefecture
was divided between two ministers  The military department
was ntrusted to Adventus, an experienced 1ather than an able
soldier , and the civil affairs were transacted by Opellius
Macrinus, who, by his dexterity in business, had 1a1sed himself,
with a fair chaiacter, to that high office* An African sooth-
sayer had predicted that Macrinus and his son were destined to
reign over the empire The repoit was soon diffused through
the province, and when the man was sent in chains to Rome,
he still asserted, in the presence of the prefect of the city, the
faith in his prophecy That magistrate, who had received the
most pressing instructions to inform himself of the successors of
Caracalla, immediately communicated the examination of the
African to the Imperial court, which at that time resided in
Syria  The emperor received the letters from Rome, and, as
he was then engaged in the conduct of a chariot-1ace, he
delivered them unopened to the Preatorian praefect, directing
him to despatch the ordmary affairs, and to report the more
important business that might be contained in them Macrinus
read his fate and resolved to prevent it He inflamed the
discontents of some 1inferior officers, and employed the hand
of Martialis, a desperate soldier, who had becn refused the rank
of centurion. The devotion of Caracalla prompted him to make
a pilgrimage from Edessa to the celebrated temple of the Moon
at Carrhze. He was murdered upon the road by Martiabs
(Apnl 8, AD. 217). Such was the end of a monster whose
Iife disgraced human nature, and whose reign accused the
patience of the Romans.

* M Opellius Macrinus [Opellius, not Opilius, being the constant
epigraphic form (Hirschfeld, Untersuchungen, pp 231, 232, Dessau,
Prosopographid® 1. p. 433)] and Oclatinus Adventus,
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§ 4 One important event in the reign of Caracalla must not
be passed over in silence An edict of this emperor communi-
cated to all the free inhabitants of the empne the name and
privileges of Roman citizens *  His hberality flowed not, how-
ever, from the sentiments of a generous mind , he found himself
under the necessity of gratifying the msatiable avarice which he
had exated in the army, and he granted a worthless privilege
in order to extort a large revenue Augustus had imposed
upon Roman citizens a tax of five per cent on legacies and
inheritances t  This tax was one of the most productive in the
empire, and Caracalla theiefore compelled the 1eluctant pro-
vincials to assume the vamn title and the real obhgations of
Roman citizens Nor was the rapacious son of Severus contented
with such a measure as had appeared sufficient to his moderate
predecessors Instead of a twentieth he cxacted a tenth of
legacies and inheritances , and during his 1eign (for the ancient
propottion was restored after his death) he ciushed alike every
part of the empire under the weight of his 11on sceptie

§ 5 After the extinction of the house of Severus, the Roman
woild remained thiee days without a master (Apul 8-11) The
troops with some reluctance proclaimed Macninus emperor, for
they despised his military talents and suspected his personal
courage. The senate of course 1atified the choice of the army ,
but they were indignant that a man of equestnian 1ank should
dare to mvest lhimself with the putple, instead of bestowing 1t
on some distinguished senato1,} equal in birth and dignity to
the splendour of the Impeiial station Macrinus might have
despised the murmuis of the senate, if he had possessed the
affections of the aimy To alienate the soldiers, and to provoke
mevitable ruin, the character of a reformer was only wanting ,
and such was the pecuhar hardship of his fate, that Macrinus
was compelled to exercise that invidious office The prodigality
of Caracalla had left behind 1t a long tramn of rumn and disorder ,
and 1f that worthless tyrant had been capable of reflecting on
the sure consequences of his own conduct, he would perhaps
have enjoyed the dark prospect of the distress and calamties
which he bequeathed to his successors In the management of
this necessary reformation, Macrinus proceeded with prudence
To the soldiers already engaged 1n the service he was constiained
to leave the dangeious privileges and extravagant pay given by

* Accidental as this conferment of citizenship was, 1ts result was almost
a revolution m the busimess hfe of the eastern provinces Here the local
Hellenic law had been preserved, in spite of the edicts of Roman magis-
trates ; and the consf2tutio Antoniniana created a demand for a umform
Roman system and a legal unity which was finally, although with difficulty,
realised (Matteis, Retchsrecht und Volksrecht)

| See Appendix, note 1, on ** The Vicestma Hereditatum "

4 In accordance with the custom of fictitiously perpetuating the name of
a dynasty, even this muddle-class emperor assumed the name of Severus,
and appears during his short reign as M. Opelhus Severus Macrinus, while
his son Diadumenianus was given the name of Antonmnus,
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Caracalla , but the new recruits were received on the more
moderate though hiberal establishment of Severus, and gradually
formed to modesty and obedience One fatal erior destroyed
the salutary effects of this judicious plan  The numerous army
assembled 1n the East by the late emperor, instead of being
immediately dispersed by Macinus through the several provinces,
was suffered to remain umted in Syria during the winter that
followed his elevation. In the luxurious idleness dt (their
quarters, the troops viewed their strength and numbers, com-
municated their complants, and revolved in their minds the
advantages of another revolution The murmurs of the army
swelled with impunity into seditious clamours, and the partial
mutinies betrayed a spitit of discontent and disaffection that
waited only for the slightest occasion to break out on every side
nto a general 1ebelhon  To minds thus disposed the occasion
soon presented 1tself

§ 6 The empress Julia had descended with a painful struggle
into the condition of a subject, and soon withdrew heiself, by a
voluntary death, from the anxious and humihating dependence
Juha Meesa, her sister, was ordered to leave the court and
Antioch She retired to Emesa with an immense fortune,
the fruit of twenty years’ favour, accompanied by her two
daughters, Soeemias and Mamea, each of whom was a widow,
and each had an only son Bassianus, for that was the name
of the son of Soamias, was consecrated to the honourable
munistry of high priest of the Sun,* and this holy vocation,
embraced either from prudence or superstition, contributed to
raise the Syrian youth to the empire of Rome A numerous
body of troops was stationed at Emesa. The soldiers, who
resorted 1n crowds to the temple of the Sun, beheld with vene-
ration and dehght the elegant dress and figure of the young
pontiff, they recognised, or they thought that they recognised,
the features of Caracalla, whose memory they now adoied
The artful Macsa saw and cherished their rising partiality, and
readily sacrifiung her daughter’s reputation to the fortune of
her grandson, she insinuated that Bassianus was the natural
son of their murdered sovereign. The sums distributed by her
emissaries with a lavish hand silenced every objection The
young Antoninus (for he had assumed and polluted that respect-
able name) was declared emperor by the troops of Emesa
(April 16, AD 218), asserted his hereditary right, and called
aloud on the armies to follow the standaid of a young and
liberal prince, who had taken up arms to revenge his father’s
death and the oppiession of the military order. His cause was
rapidly espoused by the camps and garrisons of Syria, and he
soon found himself at the head of a formidable body of troops.

* The priests of the Sun at Emesa had been sovereigns of Emesa at least
as late as the time of Vespasian After the suppression of the monarchy
the priesthood still continued hereditary.
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At length Macrinus marched out of Antioch, to meet the increas-
g and zealous army of the young pretender In the heat of
the battle Macrinus betrayed his own cause by a shameful and
preapitate fhight His cowardice served only to protract his
Iife a few days, and to stamp deserved 1gnominy on his mus-
fortunes His son Diadumemanus, upon whom he had con-
feired the Impenal title,* was mvolved in the same fate (July,
AD ~18) The contending parties of the Roman army umted
under the banneis of the imagined son of Caracalla, and the
East acknowledged with pleasure the first emperor of Asiatic
extraction,

§ 7. The new emperor wasted many months in his luxurious
progiess from Syria to Italy, passed at Nicomedia his first
winter after his victory, and defeired till the ensuing summer
his tnumphal entry into the capital A faithful picture, how-
ever, which preceded his airival, and was placed by lus 1m-
mediate oider over the altar of Victory in the senate-house,
conveyed to the Romans a just but unworthy resemblance of
his person and manners He was drawn in his sacerdotal 10bes
of silk and gold, after the loose flowing fashion of the Medes
and Pheenicians , his head was covered with a lofty tiara, hus
numerous collars and bracelets were adorned with gems of an
mestimable value. His eyebrows were tinged with black, and
his cheeks painted with an artificial red and white. The giave
senators confessed with a sigh, that, after having long experi-
enced the stein tyranny of their own countrymen, Rome was
at length humbled beneath the effeminate luxuiy of Omnental
despotism

The Sun was worshipped at Emesa, under the name of Elaga-
balus, and under the form of a black conical stone, which, as 1t
was universally believed, had fallen from heaven on that sacred
placet To this protecting deity, Antoninus, not without some
reason, ascribed his elevation to the throne The display of
superstitious gratitude was the only serious business of his
reign  The triumph of the god of Emesa over all the rehigiong*
of the earth was the great object of his zeal and vamty ; and
the appellation of Elagabalus (for he presumed as pontiff and
favourite to adopt that sacred name) was dearer to him than
all the titles of Impenal greatness. In a solemn procession
through the stieets of Rome the way was strewed with gold-
dust ; the black stone, set in precious gems, was placed on a

* Diadumenianus was made Caesar in A D 217, Augustus early m A D
218

4+ The Aramaic form of Elagabalus (sometimes written by false analogy
‘ Heliogabalus ') was elak-gabal, 2 ¢ the ‘“God Gabal” He was the
ancient Accadian fire-god, whose name and worship were adopted by the
Semitic Babylomans, and spread to Syria He was not unnaturally
identified with the Sun  See F Lenormant in Daremberg and Sagho’s
Dictionnarre des Antriguités, s v. ** Elagabalus,” and in La magie chez les
Chaldéens. ’
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chariot drawn by six milk-white horses richly caparisoned. In
a magnificent temple raised on the Palatine Mount, the sacrifices
of the god Elagabalus were celebrated with every circumstance of
cost and solemnity.  T'o this temple, as to the common centre
of religious worship, the Tmperial fanatic attempted to remove
the Ancilia, the Palladium, and all the sacred pledges of the
faith of Nunu.

The young c¢mperor, corrupted by his youth, his courfiry, and
his fortune, abandoned himself to the grossest pleasures with
ungoverned fury, and soon found disgust and satiety in the
midst of his enjoyments. To confound the order of seasons
and climates, to sport with the passions and prejudices of his
subjects, and to subvert every law of nature and decency, were
in the number of his most delicious amuscments.  Even the
licentious soldicrs, who had raised him to the throne, blushed at
their ignominious choice, and turned with disgust from that
monster to contemplate with pleasure the opening virtues of
his cousin Alexander, the son of Mamwa. The crafty Mwesa,

‘Elagabalusy.

sensible that her grandson Flagabalus must inevitably destroy
himself by his own vices, had provided another and surer sup-
port of her family.  She had persuaded the young emperor to
adopt Aleximder and to invest him with the title of Ceesar (A.D.
221), that his own divine occupations might be no longer inter-
rupted by the care of the earth. In the second rank that
amiable prince soon acquired the affections of the soldicers,
and cxcited the tyrant’s jealousy.  The report of the death
of Alexander, and the natural suspicion that he had becn
murdered, inflamed the passions of the soldiers into fury, and
the tempest of the camp could only be appeascd by the
presence and authority of the popular youth. Provoked at
this instance of their affection for his cousin, and their con-
tempt for his person, the emperor ventured to punish some of
the leaders of the mutiny. His unscasonable severity proved
instantly fatal to his minions, his mother, and himself. Elaga-
balus was massacred by the indignant Prewetorians, his mutilated
corpse dragged through the streets of the city and thrown into
the Tiber (March 11, A.D. 222). His memory was branded
with cternal infamy by the senate, the justice of whose decree
has been ratsfied by posterity.
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§ 8 In the 100m of Elagabalus lis cousin Alexander was
raised to the thione by the Pizetonan guaids His relation to
the family of Seveius, whose name he assumed,* was the same
as that of lis predecessor, his virtue and his danger had
alieady endeared him to the Romans, and the eager hberahty
of the senate conferted upon him n one day the varous titles
and powers of the Imperial dignity But as Alexander was
a madest and dutiful youth of only seventecn years of age, the
rems of government were m the hands of two women, of his
mother Mameea, and of Maesa, his giandmother After the
death of the latter, who smivived but a short time the eleva-
tion of Alexander, Mamaa 1emaimned the sole regent of her son
and of the empire The general tenor of her admimstration
was equally for the benefit of both With the approbation of
the senate she chosc sixteen of the wisest and most virtuous
senators as a perpetual council of state, before whom every
public business of moment was debated and determmed t The
celebiated Ulpian, equally distinguished by his knowledge of]
and his respect foi, the laws of Rome, was at their head, and
the prudent fiimness of this anstociacy restored order and
authotity to the goveinment

Alexander hunself was distinguished by his love of learning,
by his virtues, and by lus labotious attention to the duties of
s high office The simple jowmnal of lus ordinary occupa-
tions exhibits a pleasing pictuie of an accomphished emperor.
Alexander 10se eatly , the first moments of the day were con-
sectated to private devotion, and his domestic chapel was filled
with the images of those heroes who, by improving o1 reforming
human life, had deserved the grateful reverence of posterity I
The greatest part of his morning hours was employed in his
council, where he discussed public affairs, and dectermined
private causes, with a patience and discretion above his years
The dryness of business was relieved by the charms of litera-
ture ; and a poition of time was always set apart for his
favournte studies of poetry, history, and philosophy The works
of Virgil and Horace, the Republics of Plato and Cicero, formed
his taste, enlarged his understanding, and gave him the noblest
1ideas of man and government. The exercises of the body
succeeded to those of the mind, and Alexander, who was
tall, active, and robust, surpassed most of his equals n the

* His full name was M Aurellius (07 Aurehus) Severus Alexander The
ordinary description of him as Alexander Severus wrongly reverses the true
order of the names

+ This body must not be confused with the Imperial council (consilzum)
which gradually became the consistory (c v §8) It bears more resem-
blance to a board which had existed under Augustus and Tiberus, but
which was subsequently discontinued, this board, composed of some of the
magistrates and a number of senators chosen by lot, had given a prelimi-
nary consideration to business, afterwards submitted to the senate See
Rarlowa, Romusche Rechtsgeschichte, 1 p 523

$ Comparech 1x §7
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gymnastic arts  Refreshed by the use of the bath and a slight
dinner, he resumed, with new vigoui, the business of the day,
and, till the hour of supper, the principal meal of the Romans,
he was attended by his secretaries, with whom he read and
answered the multitude of letters, memorials, and petitions, that
must have been addressed to the master of the greatest part of
the world. His table was served with the most frugal sim-
pliaity ; and whenever he was at lhiberty to consult His own
inchination, the company consisted of a few select friends, men
of learning and virtue, amongst whom Ulpian was constantly
invited Their conversation was familiar and stiuctive ; and
the pauses were occasionally enlivened by the recital of some
pleasing composition, which supplied the place of the dancers,
comedians, and even gladiators, so fiequently summoned to the
tables of the rich and luxurious Romans

§ 9 Since the accession of Commodus the Roman woild had
experienced, dunng the term of 40 years, the successive and
various vices of four tyrants Fiom the death of Elagabalus
it enjoyed an auspicious calm of 13 years DBut the state of
the army still excited the livehest apprehension  The long
licence m which they had been indulged rendered them im-
patient of the restraints of disciphine, and careless of the bless-
ings of public tranqullity A 1eformation was absolutely
necessary for the safety of the state , and Alexander laboured
by the most gentle arts to inspue the fierce multitude with a
sense of duty, and to restore at least a faint image of that
disciphine to which the Romans owed their empue over so
many other nations as warlike as and more poweiful than them-
selves But his prudence was vain, and the attempt towaids a
refoimation served only to inflame the ills 1t was meant to cure
His abilities were inadequate to the difficulties of his situation ;
and his virtues, as well as the vices of Elagabalus, contracted a
tincture of weakness and effeminacy from the soft chmate of
Syria, of which he was a native He was obhged to sacrifice to
the fury of the guaids their preefect Ulpian, the fiiend of the
laws and the people, whom the soldiers regarded as then enemy,
and to whose pernicious counsels they imputed every scheme of
reformation The tyranny of the army threatened with instant
death the most faithful mimsters who were suspected of an
intention to airest then mtoleiable disorders The historian
Dio Cassius had commanded the Pannonian legions with the
spint of ancient discipline  Their brethren of Rome, embracing
the common cause of military licence, demanded the head of
the reformer. But in this instance Alexander, instead of yield-
ing to their seditious clamours, appointed him his colleague 1n
the consulship (A D. 228) ; but, apprehensive of the wrath of the
soldie1s, he 1etired, by the emperor’s advice, from the city, and
spent the greatest part of his consulship in Campania.

§ 10. In the fifth year of the reign of Severus Alexander (A.D.
227) an impottant revolution occurred 1n Asia, which exercised
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a fatal influence ulpon the declining empire of Rome In this
year the formidable power of the Parthians, which spread from
India to the frontiers of Syra, was subverted by Ardashir,
or Artaxerxes, the founder of a new dynasty, which, under
the name of Sasanide, governed Persia till the invasion of
the Aiabs.* Artaxerxes had served with great reputation in the
armies of Artabanus, the last king of the Parthians, and 1t
appeavs that he was driven into exile and rebellion by royal
ingratitude, the customary 1eward fot superior merit  His buth
was obscure , but he claimed to be descended from a branch of
the ancient kings of Persia, and as the lineal heir of the
monaichy he asseited his nght to the thione The Parthians
wete defeated 1n thiee great battles In the last of these then
king, Aitabanus, was slamn, and the spmit of the nation was for
ever bioken The authonity of Artaxerves was solemnly acknow-
ledged 1n a gicat assembly held at Balch in Khorasan. He
restored the Magian ieligion 1n 1ts ancient splendoui, and
prohibited the exercise of every worship except that of Zoioaster.
At the head of a numerous and disciphined army, he visited 1in
person every province of Persia  The defeat of the boldest
1ebels, and the reduction of the stiongest fortifications, diffused
the teritor of his arms, and prepared the way for the peaceful
reception of his authority An obstinate resistance was fatal to
the chiefs, but their followers weie treated with lenity A
cheerful submission was 1ewarded with honours and riches. His
kingdom was on every side bounded by the seca, o1 by gieat
invers,—Dby the Euphrates, the Tigns, the Araxes, the Oxus, and
the Indus, by the Caspian Sca and the Gulf of Persia

§ 11 As soon as the ambitious mind of Artaxeixes had
triumphed over the resistance of his vassals, he began to
threaten the neighbouring states, who, during the long slumber
of his predecessois, had insulted Peisia with impumity He
obtained some easy victories over the wild Scythians and the
effeminate Indians, but the Romans were an enemy who, by
then past injuries and present power, deserved the utmost
efforts of his arms A foity years’ tranquilhity, the fiuit of valow
and moderation, had succeeded the victories of Trajan, During
the period that elapsed from the accession of Maicus to the
reign of Alexander, the Roman and the Partluan empires were
twice engaged 1n war; and although the whole strength of the
Arsacide contended with a part only of the foices of Rome,
the event was most commonly in favour of the latter. Macrnus,
indeed, prompted by his pirecarious situation and pusillanimous
temper, putchased a peace at the expense of more than a million
of our money,t but the generals of Marcus, the emperor Severus,
and his son, erected many trophies 1n Armenia, Mesopotamia,
and Assyria Among their eaploits, the imperfect relation of
which would have unseasonably interrupted the more 1mportant

* See Appendix, note 2, on ‘‘ The Rise of the Sasanide
+ Fifty milhon drachme (Dio Casswus, Ixavin 27).
GIBBON. E
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series of domestic revolutions, we shall only mention the
repeated calamities of the two gieat cities of Scleucia and
Ctesiphon.

Seleucia, on the western bank of the Tigris, about 45 muiles to
the north of ancient Babylon, was the capital of the Macedonian
conquests 1n Upper Asia. Many ages after the fall of therr
empire, Seleucia retained the general characters of a Grecian
colony—arts, military virtue, and the love of freedom Ctgsiphon
had been founded by the Parthians on the eastern bank of the
Tigns, at the distance of only three miles from Seleucia. Under
the reign of Marcus, the Roman generals penetrated as fai as
Ctesiphon and Seleucia They wete received as friends by the
Greek colony , they attacked as enemes the seat of the
Parthian kings , yet both cities experienced the same treatment
(AD 164) The sack and conflagration of Seleucia, with the
massacie of 300,000 of the inhabitants, tarnished the gloiy of
the Roman tilumph  Seleucia, already exhausted by the neigh-
bourhood of a too powerful 11val, sunk under the fatal blow ,
but Ctesiphon, in about 33 yeats, had sufficiently 1ecovered 1its
strength to maintain an obstinate siege against the empeior
Severus (AD 198) ‘The city was, however, taken by assault,
the king, who defended 1t 1n person, escaped with precipitation ,
an hundred thousand captives and a rich booty rewarded the
fatigues of the Roman soldiers Notwithstanding these mis-
fortunes, Ctesiphon succeeded to Babylon and to Seleucia as
one of the great capitals of the East

From these successful inroads the Romans derned no real or
lasting benefit ; nor did they attempt to preserve such distant
conquests, separated fiom the provinces of the empire by a
large tract of intermediate desett The reduction of the kingdom
of Osroene was an acquisition of less splendour indeed, but of
a far more solid advantage That Ilittle state occupied the
northern and most fertile part of Mesopotamia, between the
Euphiates and the Tigns  Edessa, 1ts capital, was situated
about 20 miles beyond the former of those 1ivers, and the
inhabitants, since the time of Alexander, were a mixed race of
Greeks, Arabs, Synians, and Armenians. The feeble soveieigns
of Osroene, placed on the dangerous verge of two contending
empires, were attached from inclination to the Parthian cause ;
but the superior power of Rome exacted from them a reluctant
homage, which 1s still attested by their comns. After the
conclusion of the Parthian war under Maicus, 1t was judged
prudent to secure some substantial pledges of their doubtful
fidelity. Forts were constructed 1n several parts of the country,
and a Roman garrison was fixed in the strong town of Nisibis
During the troubles that followed the death of Commodus, the
princes of Osioene attempted to shake off the yoke; but
the stern policy of Severus confirmed their dependence, and the
perfidy of Caracalla completed the easy conquest Abgarus, the
last king of’ Edessa, was sent in chains to Rome, his dominions
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reduced into a province, and his capital dignified with the rank
of colony (A D 216); and thus the Romans, about ten years
before the fall of the Parthian monarchy, obtained a firm and
permanent establishment beyond the Euphrates *

§ 12 Prudence as well as glony might have justified a war on
the side of Artaxerxes, had his views been confined to the
defence or the acquisition of a useful frontier But the ambitious
Persiaw openly avowed a far moie extensive design of conquest ;
he claimed all the dominions which had belonged to Cyrus, the
founder of the Persian monaichy, and sent an embassy to
Alexander commanding the Romans instantly to depait fiom
all the provinces of his ancestors, and, yielding to the Persians
the empne of Asia, to content themselies with the undisturbed

ossession of Ewope  The war which followed (A D 231-233)
1s differently 1elated ¥ Although Alexander, m an oiation
delivered to the senate, claimed a bnlhant victoly over the
Persians, he appeais n 1eality to have obtained no advantage
over the enemy, and to have led back to Antioch an aimy
dimimished by sickness, and provoked by disappointment  But
at the same time the Persian monaich had lost the flower of his
troops, n several obstinate engagements agamst the vetelan
legions of Rome Even his victories had weakened his power
‘The favowable opportunities of the absence of Alexander, and
of the confusions that followed that emperor’s death, presented
themselves 1 vain to his ambition Instead of expelling the
Romans, as he pretended, fiom the continent of Asia, he found
himself unable to wiest from then hands the httle province of
Mesopotamia

The reign of Artaxerses, which fiom the last defeat of the
Parthians lasted. only fourtcen years, fooms a memorable era in
the history of the East, and even 1n that of Rome His character
seems to have been marked by those bold and commanding
features that generally distinguish the princes who conquer,
from those who inherit, an empire Till the last period of the
Persian monarchy his code of laws was respected as the ground-
work of their civil and rehgious policy. He bequeathed his
new empne and his ambitious designs against the Romans to
Sapor, a son not unworthy of his gieat fathe: , but those designs
were too extensne for the power of Peisia, and seived only to
involve both nations in a long series of destiuctive wais and
reciptocal calamties.

§ 13. The unsuccessful event of the Persian wars had degiaded

* See Appendix, note 3, on ** Abgarus of Edessa ”

+ Herodian describes Alexander’'s expedition as a failure the Vita
Alexandr: (c ss5) as a success Rawhnson (Seventh Oriental Monarchy,
p 37)leans to Herodian's account  Alexander had distributed his army of
invasion into three divisions The southern army was, according to
Herodian (v1 §), destroyed , the northern had succumbed to the effects of
climate ; the main army—that led by Alexander himself—was comparatively
intact, but had been decimated by gickness.
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the military reputation of Alexander and inflamed the discontent
of the soldiers.. Maximin, a soldier of fortune, who had risen
from the condition of a Thracian peasant to the highest com-
mands in the army, turned the discontent of the soldiers to his
own advantage. His emissaries upbraided the troops for
supporting with i ignominious patience during thirteen years the
vexatious disc 1|>l|n(~ imposed by an effeminate Syrian, the timid
slave of his mother and the senate. It was time, théy aid, to
cast away that useless phantom of the civil power, and to elect
for their prince and general a real soldier, educated in camps,
excrersed inowar, who would assert the glory and distribute
among his companions the treasures of the empire. A great
army was at that time assembled on the banks of the Rhine,
under the command of the emperor himself, who, almost imme-
diately after his return from the Persian war, had been obliged
to march against the barbarians of Germany.  The important
care of training and reviewing the new levies was intrusted to
Maximin. One day, as he entered the tield of exercise, the
troops saluted him emperor, and hastened to consummate their
rebellion by the murder of Severus Alexander. The son of
Mamivi, betrayed and deserted, withdrew into his tent, desirous
at least to conceal his approaching fate from the insults of the
multitude.  He was soon followed by a tribune and some
centurions, the ministers of death ; but instead of receiving with
manly resolution the inevitable stroke, his unavailing cries and
entreaties disgraced the last moments of his life, and converted
into contempt some portion of the just pity which his innocence
and misfortunes must inspire.  His mother Mamwa perished
with her son (March 18, A.h. 235).

|Schiller, Geseliichte dey Rémischen Raiserzeit, T1. 1. 8§ 74-76; Ranke,
1 eltgeschichte, 111 00 . 125 Rawlinson, Zhe Seventh Great Oriental
Monarchy ; Gutsehmid, Gesehichte frans and Osroene (see Appendix, note
305 Noldeke, i Zucvelopedia Britannica (article ** Persia ). |

Severus Alexunder.
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APPENDIX.

Norkn 1 (§ 4) —“'VHE Vicrstars HEREDITATU YN

This legacy duty of 5 per cent (viceszma heredetatum) was one of the
mposts devised by Augustus for the maintenance of the pension fund for
discharggd veterans (wrarcum melitare), estabhished in 6 A » It was a tax
to which citizens alone were hable, and the ever-increasing conferment of
civic rights on mdividuals and communities 1n the provinces rendered 1t one
ot the most important sources of revenue of the Roman State At first
collected, ke other indirect taxes, by nuddlemen (pudlecant), this revenue
was eventually—pethaps from the time of Hadrnian—iaised directly by the
Impenal procurators, and 1ts amount tenders 1t improbable that 1t was
still applied wholly to the nilitary treasury  Alwaysregarded as a grievance
by the citizens—and c«specially by the upper class of Romans—it was
subjected to some modification by Nerva and Irajan, but—with the
exception of the temporary ncrease effected by Caracalla and revoked by
his successor—it secems to have maintamned the standard fixed hy .Augustus
Its history ceases soon after 1t became the ground for the greatest extension
of civic rights ever known to the world , the last notice of 1t occurs m the
reign of Severus Alexander

Hirschfeld, Untersuchungen auf dem Gebicte der Romischen 1erwalt-
ungsgeschechte, pp 62-68 ]

NO1E 2 (§ 10) " THE Risc OF THL S.is.vp r”

Neither the name Sasan nor the patronymic Sasan:de are found on the
coins or nscriptions of this new Persian Empire (Rawhnson, Sezcenth
Oriental Monarchy, p 33) Rawlnson remarks that, if it 15 really a
patronymic, it must have been derived, like . {ckemenide, the name of the
earlier Persian dynasty, fiom some 1emote progenitor whom the fanuly
claimed as 1its founder

The rise of Ardashir was the consequence of a tevolt of the Persians of
Persia proper, who had been for five hundred yeats n a state of subjection
But 1t can be called a great national 1evolution only 1f we believe, with
Rawlinson (Parthia, p 31), that the Parthians were not an Iraman but a
Turanian race It 1s, however, probable that the Parthian nobles were of
Iraman descent  But thewr religion had become corrupted by various forms
of idolatry, the Magt were neglected, and pure Zoroastriamism was perhaps
to be found in Persia alone Consequently the rise of Ardashir was the
assertion of a purer Iranian civilisation The proximate causes of this
revolution are obscure, not the least of them were the degencracy of the
later Arsacide, and the feuds and uwvil wars that were rife between the
members of this house

[Rawhinson, Zhe Seventh GGreat Oriental Monarchy, ce. 1-3 ; Gutschmd,
Geschichte Irans, p. 163 ; Noldeke on the Sasanian Empire, n Encyclopadia
Britannica, article ** Persia” ]

NoTE 3 (§ 11) —* ABGARUS OF EDESsA "

This prince was Severus Abgarus, or Abgar, of Edessa, This Arab
dynasty of the kings of Osroene, whose power closes with lus name, began
1 the year 132 B.C , and was often 1n close relations with Rome Abgar 11
(68—53{15 associated with Pompey’s campaign against Mithridates, and was
the prince who supported Crassus 1n 53 B.C., and 1s said by some authorities
to have betrayed him to the Parthians. Abgar V1I. was dontemporary
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with Trajan’s mvasion of Mesopotamia and entertamned thus emperor 1n
Edessa From the Antonine period comns of the dynasty show that Osroene
was under the foimal protectorate of Rome Those of Abgar VIII and
Abgat IX have on them the heads of 1. Verus, Commodus, and Septimius
Severus It was duting the reign of this last king that the Christian
Chuich was 1ecognised at Edessa, and this pious emperot seems to have
1etired m favour of the tyrannical Severus Abgarus, whose cruelty was the
pretext for his deposition by Caracalla This last prince never bore the
1oyal title, and his reign 1s represcnted as a merc regency  ‘There can be
Iittle doubt that Idessa became a colony at this time, the coif which
desaibes 1t as a colony n the reign of Commodus (Marquardt, Staafsver-
waltung, 1 p 437) 15 believed to be a foigary

Even after this time the monatchy of Ostoene was, for avery brief period,
1evived  When Gordian 111 took the field 242 A D agamst Ardashn,
he must have temporanly re-estabhshed the kingdom, for a serics of coppu
coms appears which bear on the obverse the portiait and name of Gordian,
and on the reverse the portrait of the kg, Abgar XI  This revival could
not have lasted more than two years, m 234 Phihp concluded peace with
(;(hépl‘lr ot Sapor, and Ostoene 1temaned 1 the mmmediate possession of

onic

[Gutschnud, Untersuchungen uber die Geschichte des Komigrachs Osvoene
- Wémorrs de IAcadémie impéreiale des sciences de St Pélersboury,
Vil serie, tom \Xxv n 1.)]
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CHAPTER 1V.

REIGNS OF MAXIMIN, THE TWO GORDIANS, MAXIMUS AND
BALBINUS, THE THIRD GORDIAN, AND PHILIP.

§ 1. Birth and fortunes of MaXIMIN. § 2. He succeeds Severus Alexander :
his cruelty. § 3. Elcction of the two GORDIANS in A\frica: their death.
§ 4. Election of Maxnus and Barsizes by the Senate. § 5. Siege
of Aquilcia by Maximin : death of Maximin.  § 6. Massacre of
Maximus and Balbinus. § 7. Reign of the third Gokpian., § 8.
Reign of PHILIP : he celebrates the sccular games.

§ 1. MaxiMIN was descended from a mixed race of barbarians.
His father was.a Goth, and his mother of the race of the Alani.*
The emperor Severus, returning from an eastern expedition,
halted in Thrace, to celebrate with military games the birthday
of his younger son, Geta. The country flocked in crowds to
behold their sovereign, and a young Dbarbarian of gigantic
stature earnestly solicited, in his rude dialect, that he might be
allowed to contend for the prize of wrestling. As the pride of
discipline would have been disgriced in the overthrow of a
Roman soldier by a Thracian peasant, he was matched with the
stoutest followers of the camp, sixteen of whom he successively
laid on the ground. His victory was rewarded by some trifling
gifts and a permission to enlist in the troops.  The next day the
happy barbarian was distinguished above a crowd of recruits,

* Ammianus Marcellinus (xsxi. 2, 12), in his account of the Alani,
represents them as dwelling east of the Don ((Tanais), which he regards
as the boundary between Asio and Furope.  He savs that, originally a
distinct race, they gave their niune by conquest to other tribes. They were
thus one of the many races of Asiatic Scythiuns dwelling north of the
Caspian. The original tribe may have been of ‘lartar origin; but, as
Ammianus shows, the name ceased to denote a ruace.  For the Goths, sce
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dancing and exulting after the fashion of his country As soon
as he perceived that he had attracted the emperor’s notice, he
mstantly ran up to his horse, and followed him on foot, without
the least appearance of fatigue, 1n a long and 1apid career
“Thracian,” said Severus, with astonishment, ““art thou disposed
to wiestle after thy race?” ‘“Most willingly, Sir,” replied the
unwearied youth , and, almost 1in a breath, overthrew seven of
the strongest soldiers in the army A gold collar was the prize
of his matchless vigour and activity, and he was immediately
appointed to serve in the horse-guards, who always attended on
the person of the sovereign  This barbarian, afterwards known
by the name of Maximn, displayed on every occasion a valour
equal to his strength, and his native fierceness was soon tempered
or disguised by the knowledge of the world Under the 1eign
of Severus and his son, he obtained the rank of centurion, with
the favour and esteem of both those princes, the former of whom
was an excellent judge of ment Gratitude forbade Maximin
to serve under the assassin of Caracalla Honour taught him
to decline the effeminate insults of Elagabalus On the acces-
sion of Alexander he returned to court, and was placed by that
prince 1in the command of the fourth legion

§ 2 The murder of Seveius Alexander had placed Maximin
upon the throne (A D 235) His mean and baibanan origin, his
savage appeaiance, and his total ignorance of the aits and
mstitutions of civil Iife, formed a very unfavourable contrast
with the amiable manners of the unhappy Alexander His dark
and sanguinary soul was open to every suspicion against those
among his subjects who were the most distinguished by their
birth or ment Whenever he was alaimed with the sound of
treason, his cruelty was unbounded and unrelenting Italy and
the whole empire weie infested with innumerable spies and
informers  On the slightest accusation, the first of the Roman
nobles were chained on the public carriages, and huiried away
to the emperor’s presence. Confiscation, exile, or simple death,
were esteemed uncommon nstances of his lemity  Some of the
unfortunate sufferers he ordered to be sewed up in the hides of
slaughtered animals, others to be exposed to wild beasts, others
again to be beaten to death with clubs During the three years
of his reign he disdained to wvisit either Rome or Italy. His
camp, occasionally removed fiom the banks of the Rhine to
those of the Danube, was the seat of his stern despotism, %hich
trampled on every principle of law and justice, and was supported
by the avowed power of the sword ~No man of noble birth,
elegant accomplishments, or knowledge of civil business, was
suffered near his person; and the court of a Roman emperor
revived the 1dea of those ancient chiefs of slaves and gladiators,
whose savage power had left a deep impression of terror and
detestation.

As long as the cruelty of Maximin was confined to the
illustrious senators, the body of the people viewed their sufferings
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with 1indifference, or perhaps with pleasure But the tyrant’s
avarice, stimulated by the insatiate desires of the soldiers, at
length attacked the public property. Every city of the empire
was possessed of an independent revenue, destined to purchase
corn for the multitude, and to supply the eapenses of the games
and entertainments By a single act of authonty, the whole
mass of wealth was at once confiscated for the use of the
Impesial treasury The temples weie stupped of their most
valuable offerings of gold and silver, and the statues of gods,
heroes, and emperors, wete melted down and coined mmto money
Throughout the Roman world a general cry of indignation was
heard, imploring vengeance on the common enemy of human
kind , and at length, by an act of private oppression, a peaceful
and unarmed province was driven into rebellion against him

§ 3 The procurator of Afiica had pronounced an miquitous
sentence against some opulent youths of that country, the
execution of which would have stripped them of far the greater
part of their patrimony In this extiemity, a resolution that
must either complete or prevent then rum was dictated by
despair They assassinated the procurator, erected the standaid
of rebellion against the sovereign of the Roman empire, and
compelled Gordianus, the proconsul of the province, to accept
the Impenal purple (February or Maich, A b 238) Gordianus
was more than fourscore years of age His family was one of
the most 1llustrious of the Roman senate  On the father’s side
he was descended fiom the Gracchi, on his mother’s, fiom the
emperor Trajan A great cstate enabled him to support the
dignity of his birth, and in the enjoyment of 1t he displayed an
elegant taste and beneficent disposition His long hfe was
mnocently spent in the study of letters and the peaceful honours
of Rome, and, till he was named proconsul of Afiica by the
voice of the senate and the approbation of Alexander, he appeats
prudently to have declined the command of armies and the
government of provinces With the venerable proconsul, his
son, who had accompanied him into Africa as his lieutenant,
was hkewise declared emperot  His manncrs were less pure,
but his character was equally amiable with that of his father
As soon as the Gordians had appeased the first tumult of a
popular election they removed their court™ to Carthage, and
sent a deputation to Rome to soliat the approbation of the
senate.

The inclinations of the senate were neither doubtful nor
divided. The birth and noble alhances of the Gordians had
intimately connected them with the most 1illustrious houses of
Rome. Their mld administration opened the flattering prospect
of the restoration, not only of the civil but even of the republican
government. The hatred of Maximin towards the senate was
declared and implacable ; the tamest submission had not
appeased his fury, the most cautious innocence would not

* From Thysdrus, the first scene of the revolt.®
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remove his suspicions , and even the care of their own safety
urged them to share the fortune of an enterprise, of which (if
unsuccessful) they were sure to be the first victims Accordingly,
by an unanimous decree, the election of the Gordians was
ratified, Maximin, his son, and his adherents weie pronounced
enemies of their country, the capital of the empne acknow-
ledged with transport the authority of the two Gordians and the
senate , and the example of Rome was followed by the rest of
Italy

The senate assumed the remns of government, and, with a
calm mtrepidity, prepared to vindicate by arms the cause of
freedlom The defence of Italy was intrusted to twenty consular
senatots *  Two were appointed to act in each of ten depart-
ments into which Italy had been divided , they were authorised
to enrol and disciphine the Italian youth, and mstructed to fortify
the ports and highways agamst the impending mvasion of
Maximin  But, while the cause of the Goidians was embraced
with such diffusive ardour, the Gordians themselves were no
more The feeble court of Carthage was alarmed with the
rapid approach of Capclhanus, legate of Numudia,t who, with
a small band of veterans and a fierce host of barbanans, attacked
a faithful but unwarhke province The younger Gordian sailied
out to meet the enemy at the head of a few guards, and a
numerous undisciplined multitude, educated i the peaceful
luxury of Carthage His useless valour served only to procure
him an honowable death on the field of battle His aged
father, whose reign had not exceeded 36 days, put an end to his
Iife on the first news of the defeat (Maich, AD 238) Carthage,
destitute of defence, opened her gates to the conqueior, and
Africa was exposed to the rapacious cruelty of a.slave, obliged
to satisfy his unrelenting master with a large account of blood
and treasure

§ 4 The fate of the Gordians filled Rome with just but unex-
pected terior  Maxmun, implacable by nature and exasperated
by 1injuries, was advancing towards Italy at the head of the
mulitary force of the empue ; and the senate had no alternative
but erther to meet him bravely in the field, or tamely to expect
the tortures and ignomuinious death reserved for unsuccessful

" rebellion  They, therefore, conferred the Impenal dignity upon

Maximus and Balbinus, two distinguished senators, whose
virtues and reputation justified the most sanguine hopes of the
Romans. The various nature of their talents seemed to appro-
priate to each his pecuhar department of peace and war, without
leaving room for jealous emulation Balbmus was an admired
orator, a poet of distinguished fame, and a wise magistrate, who
had exercised with innocence and applause the civil jurisdiction
in almost all the interior provinces of the empire His birth

* Therr title was xxvere consulares ex senatus consulto reipublice curanda.,
(Wilmanns, E{fmgln wnscriptionum Latinarum,n 1218).
+ See note on ch. 1, § 14
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was fioble, his fortune affluent, his manners hiberal and affable.
The mind of Maximus was formed in a rougher mould By his
valour and abihties he had raised himself from the meanest
origin to the first employments of the state and army  But the
licentious multitude demanded that, besides the two emperors
chosen by the senate, a thud should be added of the fanuly of
the Goidians, as a just return of giratitude to those princes who
had sactificed thenn Ines for the republic  The senate at first
refused , but when the populace suppoited their demand by
arms, 1t was considered moie prudent to confer the title of
Casar upon the grandson of the elder and nephew of the
younger GGordian, who was a boy only 13 years of age

§ 5 Maximin, meantime, had ciossed the Alps, and n the
month of Apnl appeared before the city of Aqulela  This city
1ecetved and withstood the shock of the mnvasion It was
defended by 1ts citizens with the greatest bravery , its magaznes
were plentifully supphied, and several fountains within the walls
assured them of an mexhaustible 1esource of fiesh water The
soldiers of Maximun wele, on the contiary, exposed to the
mnclemency of the season, the contagion of disease, and the
horrors of famine In accoidance with the wise orders of
the geneials of the senate, the cattle had been driven away
fiom the surtounding country, the piovisions removed o1
destroyed, nor was anything left which could afford either
shelter or subsistence to an mvader A spirit of despair and
disaffection began to diffuse 1itself among the tioops The
fierce temper of the tyrant was exasperated by disappointments,
which he imputed to the cowardice of his army , and his wanton
and 1ll-timed cruelty, mstead of stitking terior, inspned hatred
and a just desjre of icvenge A party of Piactorlan guards, who
trembled for their wives and children n the camp of Alba, near
Rome, executed the sentence of the senate  Maximin, abandoned
by his guards, was slain 1n his tent with his son, whom he had
associated to the honours of the purple (June, AD 238) The
sight of then heads, borne on the point of spears, convinced the
citizens of Aquilela that the siege was at an end , the gates of
the city were thrown open, a hberal market was provided for
the hungiy troops of Maximin, and the whole army jomed in
solemn protestations of fidelity to the senate and the people of
Rome, and to their lawful emperors Maximus and Balbinus
Such was the deserved fate of a brutal savage, destitute, as
he has generally been represented, of every sentiment that
distinguishes a civilised, o1 even a human being The body
was suited to the soul. The stature of Maximin exceeded the
measure of eight feet, and circumstances almost incredible are
related of his matchless strength and appetite. Had he hved
in a less enlhghtened age, tradition and poetry might well
have described him as one of those monstrous giants whose
supernatural power was constantly exerted for the destruction
of mankind.
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§ 6. It 1s easier to conceive than to desciibe the universal joy
of the Roman world on the fall of the tyrant, the news of which
1s said to have been carried 1n four days from Aquileia to Rome
The return of Maximus, who had gone to oppose the tyrant,
was a triumphal procession ; his colleague and young Gordian
went out to meet him, and the thiee princes were received on
their entry into the capital with the unfeigned acclamations of
the senate and people, who persuaded themselves that a gofden
age would succeed to an age of wron The conduct of the
two emperors corresponded with these ewpectations They
administered justice in person, and the ngour of the one was
tempered by the other’s clemency The oppressine taxes with
which Maximin had loaded the 1nights of inhetitance and
succession were repealed, o1 at least modeiated Disupline
was revived, and with the advice of the senate many wise lawns
were enacted by their Imperial nunisters, who endeavoured to
restore a civil constitution on the 1uns of military tyianny
“What reward may we expect for delivering Rome fiom a
monster *” was the question asked by Maximus 1n a moment of
freedom and confidence Balbinus answered 1t without hesitation,
“The love of the senate, of the people, and of all mankind ”
“Alas'” rephed his more penetrating colleague, “‘alas' I
dread the hatred of the soldiers and the fatal cffects of their
resentment ” His apprehensions were but too well justified by
the event The Piatorians had attended the emperors on the
memorable day of their public entry nto Rome ; but, amidst
the general acclamations, the sullen dejected countenance of the
guards sufficiently declared that they considered themsclves as
the object, rather than the partners, of the trrumph  When the
whole body was united 1n their camp, those whp had scived
under Maximin, and those who had remained at Rome,
msensibly communicated to cach other their complaints and
apprehensions. The emperors chosen by the army had perished
with 1gnominy ; those elected by the senate were seated on
the throne The soldiers must now learn a new doctiine of
submission to the senate  But their fate was still in their own
hands, and if they had courage to despise the vain terrors of an
impotent republic, 1t was easy to convince the world that those
who were masters of the arms were masters of the authonty of
the state. A few days afterwards, while the whole city was
employed 1n the Capitoline games, a troop of desperate assassins
from the Pratorian camp burst into the palace, seized on these
emperors of the senate, for such they called them with malicious
contempt, stripped them of their garments, and dragged them
in 1nsolent triumph through the streets of Rome, with the
design of inflicting a slow and cruel death on these unfortunate
princes. The fear of a rescue from the faithful Germans of the
Impenial guards shortened their tortures; and their bodies,
mangled with a thousand wounds, were left exposed to the
insults or to tke pity of the populace.
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§ 7 In the space of a few months six princes had been cut off Reign of

by the sword Gordian, who had already received the title of g‘(‘)’km .

Casai, was the only person that occurred to the soldiers as
proper to fill the vacant throne They carried him to the camp
and unanimously saluted him Augustus and emperor. His
name was dear to the senate and people; his tender age
promised a long impumty of military licence ; and the submission
of Rome and the provinces to the choice of the Praetonan
guaids saved the republic, at the expense indeed of 1ts freedom
and dignity, from the hoirors of a new civil war in the heart of
the capital

As the thind Goidian was only nineteen years of age at the
time of his death, the history of his life, were 1t known to us
with greater accutacy than 1t really 1s, would contain little more
than the account of his education and the conduct of the
ministers who by tuins abused o1 guided the simplicity of his
mexperienced youth Immediately after his accession he fell
into the hands of his mother’s eunuchs, who sold without his
knowledge the honouis of the empire to the most worthless of
mankind We aie 1gnoiant by what fortunate accident the
emperor escaped fiom this ignominious slavery, and devolved
his confidence on a mimster whose wise counsels had no object
except the glory of his soveieign and the happiness of the
people It should seem that love and learming mtioduced
Timesitheus to the favour of Gordian The young prince
mairied the daughter of his master of 1hetoric, and promoted
lis father-in-law to the first offices of the empire The hfe of
Timesitheus had been spent in the piofession of letters, not of
aims ; yet such was the versatile gemus of that great man, that,
when he was,appointed Pretonan prefect, he dischaiged the
military duties of his place with vigour and ability The
Persians had invaded Mesopotamia, and threatened Antioch
(AD 242) By the persuasion of his father-in-law, the voung
emperor quitted the luxury of Rome, opened, for the last time
recorded 1n history, the temple of Janus, and marched in person
into the East On his approach with a great army, the Persians
withdrew their gaiisons fiom the cities which they had already
taken, and retned from the Euphrates to the Tignis Gordian
enjoyed the pleasure of announcing to the senate the first
success of his arms, which he ascribed with a becoming modesty
and gratitude to the wisdom of his father and praefect But the
prosperity of Gordian expired with Timesitheus, who died of a flux,
not without very strong suspicions of poison  Philip, his
successor i1n the prefecture, was an Arab by buth, and
consequently, 1n the earher part of his life, a robber by profession.
His nise from so obscure a station to the first dignities of the
empire seems to prove that he was a bold and able leader. But
his boldness prompted him to aspire to the throne, and his
abilities were employed to supplant, not to serve, his indulgent
master. The minds of the soldiers were irritated by an artificial
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scarcity, created by his contrivance in the camp, and the
distress of the army was attributed to the youth and incapacity
of the piuince It 1s not in our power to trace the successive
steps of the secret conspiracy and open sedition which were
at length fatal to Gordian (Maich, AD 244) A sepulchral
monument was erected to his memoty on the spot where he was
killed, near the conflux of the Euphiates with the little 1ver
Chaboias ‘The fortunate Philip, raised to the empire by thesvotes
of the soldiers, found a ready obedience from the senate and the
provinces

§ 8 On his retuin fiom the East to Rome, Philip, desirous of
obliterating the memory of his ciimes, and of captnating the
affections of the people, solemnised the secular games with
infinite pomp and magnificence (Apul 21, A D 248) Since
then mstitution o1 1evnal by Augustus, they had been celebiated
by Claudus, by Domitian, and by Seveius, and weie now
renewed the fifth time, on the accomplishment of the full period
of a thousand years fiom the foundation of Rome* Every
circumstance of the secular games was skilfully adapted to
mspite the superstitious mind with deep and solemn 1everence
I'he long mteirval between them exceeded the tetm of human
life , and as none of the spectatois had already seen them, none
could flatter themsches with the expectation of beholding them
a second time ‘The mystic sacifices weire performed, during
thiee nights, on the banks of the Tiber, and the Campus
Martius 1esounded with music and dances, and was illummated
with innumeiable lamps and toiches  Slaves and stiangeis weie
excluded from any participation m these national cciemonies
A chorus of twenty-seven youths, and as many \ngins, of noble
families, and whose paients weie both alive,, imploied the
propitious gods 1n favour of the present, and for the hope of the
11sing genelation , 1equesting, 1n 1eligious hymns, that, according
to the faith of their ancient oracles, they would still maintain
the virtue, the felicity, and the empire of the Roman people.

* Two celebrations aie recorded for the republic, one in 249 B ¢, and
the other in 146 B¢ They had also been celebrated by Antoninus Pius
‘The s@culum which these games closed was variously rechoned as a period
of 100 and 110 yems—a difference of calculation which to some extent
evplains the seennung irregularity of their celebration  Augustus’ celebration
was in 17 B ¢, that of Claudius marked the close of the 8ooth year of the
city (47 A p) Domtian's games were in 87 A D , he professed to follow
Augustus, but anticipated the s@culum by six years  lhose of Antoninus
Pius were 1n 147 A D (the goath year of the city), while Septunius Severus,
reckoning two secula (220 yems according to the second system) from
Augustus’ celebration, held them in 204 A D | Marquardt, Staatsver waltung,
m pp 370-378, Purser, in Smuth's Dictionary.of Antiguities, n p 92,
Fuineaux on Tacitus, Annals, x1 11 The locus classicus1s Censorinus,
De Die Natalh, ¢ 17 (p 32, ed Hultsch) ]

[SChlller: Geschichte der Romischen Kaiserzeit, 11 1w §§ 77 and 78,
Ranke, IWeligeschichte, 111 1 c. 13 ]
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CHAPTER V.

THE REIGNS OF DECIUS, GALLUS, AMILIANUS, VALERIAN,
AND GALLIENUS—THE THIRTY TYRANTS.

§ 1. Death of Philip and accession of Drcivs,  § 2. Origin and migrations
of the Goths. § 3. The Gothic Wiar: defeat and death of Decius,
§ 4. Reign and death of Garnues: en and death of JIOMILIANUS ¢
accession of VAL ERIAN,  § 5. Character of Valerian @ he associates his
son GALLIENUS in the empire: general misfortunes of their reigns.
§ 6. Origin and confederacy of the Franks: they invade Gaul and
Spain.  § 7. Origin of the Alemanni: they invade Gaul and ltaly,
§ 8. The threc naval expeditions of the Goths.  § g. Conquest of
Armenia by the Persians: Valerian defeated and taken prisoner by
Sapor : Saper overruns Syria, Cilicia, and Cappadoci: § 10. Success
of Odienathus against Sapor.  § 1r. ‘Treatment of Valerian by Sapor.
§ r2. Character and administration of Gallicnus.  § 13. The Thirty
Tyrants. § 14 Famine and pestilence.

§ 1. FrROM the great secular games celebrated by Philip, to the
death of the emperor Gallienus, there clapsed twenty years of
shame and misfortune (A.D. 248-268). During that calamitous
period, cvery instant of time was marked, cvery provinee of the
Roman world was afflicted, by barbarous invaders and military
tyrants, and the ruined empire seemed to approach the last and
fatal moment of its dissolution. After Philip had reigned five
years, a rebellion against him broke out among the legions of
Mceesia, and a subaltern officer, named Marinus, was the object
of their scditious choice. Philip sent Decius, a noble senator,
to quell the insurrection ; but the legions of Msia forced their
judge to become their accomplice.  They left him only the
alternative of death or the purple. His subsequent conduct,
after that decisive measure, was unavoidable. He conducted
or followed his army to the confines of Italy, whither Philip,
collecting all his force to repel the formidable comnetitor whom
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he had raised up, advanced to meet him Philip was either
killed n the battle or put to death a few days afterwards at
Verona (A D 249) His son and associate in the empire was
massacred at Rome by the Praetorian guards , and the victorious
Decius, with more favourable circumstances than the ambition
of that age can usually plead, was umversally acknowledged by
the senate and provinces

§ 2 The emperor Decius had employed a few monthsen the
works of peace and the administration of justice, when he was
summoned to the banks of the Danube by the invasion of the
GoTHS This 1s the first considerable occasion i which
Iistory mentions that gieat people, who afterwaids bioke the
Roman power, sacked the Capitol, and 1eigned in (zaul, Spain,
and Italy So memorable was the pairt which they acted n the
subveision of the Western empire, that the name of GOTHS 1s
fiequently but impiopeily used as a general appellation of 1ude
and warlike barbaiism

In the beginning of the sixth centmy, and after the conquest
of Italy, the Goths, in possession of present gieatness, very
naturally indulged themselves 1 the prospect of past and of
future gloty They wished to preseive the memoty of their
ancestors, and to ttansmit to posterity their own achievements.
The principal mimister of the coutt of Ravenna, the learned
Cassiodorus, giatified the inclination of the conquetors m a
Gothic history, which consisted of twelve books, now 1educed
to the impeifect abridgment of Joidanes On the faith of
ancient songs, the unceitain but the only memonals of
barbanans, these writers deduced the fitst ongin of the Goths
from the vast island or penmnsula of Scandinavia®™ They
afterwairds crossed the Baltic, and emigrated tp the coasts of
Pomerania and Prussia, wheie we find them settled at least
as early as the Christian @1a, and as late as the age of the
Antonmes Between the time of the Antonines and the 1eign
of Severus Alexander, the Goths had emigiated a second time
towards the south, and had taken possession of the Ukraine,t
a country of considerable extent and uncommon fertility, inter-
sected with navigable rivers, which, from eithe: side, discharge
themselves into the Borysthenes or Dnieper, and inteispeised
with large and lofty forests of oaks In this emigration the
Goths were joined by seveial other tiibes of Teutonic descent,

**The group of nations known as Goths belonged to the low German
branch of the Indo-Germanic race They were, therefore, closely akin to
the Frisn (the ancient inhabitants of Friesland), to the ancestors of the
Hollanders and to the Anglo-Saxons The word ** Goth” 1s used by
ancient authorities 1n a wider and a narrower sense  Properly, 1t denotes
the closely-connected Ostrogoths (o1 Greuthungi) and Visigoths (or Ther-
vingi), but sometimes 1t 1s employed in a wider sense to include kindred
tribes like the Vandals, Burgundians, and Gepids,

+ This second migration to the shores of the Euxine 1s probably connected
with the crossing of the Danube by the Marcomann in the time of M,
Aurelus, It may, therefore, have taken place about A.D 170.
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who were proud to fight under the banners of this martial
people The numbers and spint of the Goths were equal to
the most dangerous adventures The use of round bucklers
and short swords rendered them forrmdable 1n a close engage-
ment , the manly obedience which they yielded to hereditary
kings gave uncommon union and stability to their councils,*
and the renowned Amala, the hero of that age, and the tenth
ancestar of Theodoric king of Italy, enforced, by the ascendant
of personal mernit, the prerogative of lis birth, which he denived
from the Aznses, o1 denugods of the Gothic nation  The people
were divided 1nto the great tribes of the Ostrogoths o1 eastern
Goths, Visigoths o1 western Goths, and Gepide t

§ 3 The Scythian hordes,} which, towards the east, bordeired
on the new settlements of the Goths, presented nothing to their
arms, except the doubtful chance of an unprofitable victory
But the prospect of the Roman territories was far more allur-
ing and the fields of Dacia were covered with rich harvests,
sown by the hands of an industrious, and exposed to be
gathered by those of a warlike, people It 15 probable that
the conquests of Trajan, maintained by his successors less for
any real advantage than for ideal dignity,§ had contributed to
weaken the empire on that side The new and unsettled
province of Dacia was neither strong enough to resist, nor
rich enough to satiate, the rapaciousness of the barbarians
As long as the remote banks of the Dniester were considered
as the boundary of the Roman power, the fortifications of the
Lower Danube were moie carelessly guarded, and the mhabi-
tants of Mcesia lived 1n supine security, fondly conceiving them-
selves at an 1naccessible distance from any barbanan invaders
The 1rruptions of the Goths, under the reign of Phihp, fatally
convinced them of their mistake  The king of that fierce nation
traversed with contempt the province of Dacia, and passed both
the Dniester and the Danube without encountering any oppo-
sition capable of retarding his progress He appeared at length
under the walls of Marcianopolis, a city bwlt by Trajan in
honour of his sister, and at that time the capital of the second
Meesia | (A.D 247).. The inhabitants consented to ransom their

* Tacitus tells us (Germania, ¢ 43) that monarchy amongst the Goths
was stronger than amongst other Germanic tribes Yet 1t was far more
powerful 1 periods of war and migration than in times of peace ‘The
Goths were not a nation, and their political system must not be regarded in
the hight of the orgamised and stable monarchies of Rome or of the modern
world  On the Gothic kings, see Dahn, Konzge der Germanen, 1 p s1

+ The Gepids are first found on the Baltic near the mouth of the Vistula
They kept pace with the movements of the Goths, and, when the Visigoths
reached the Danube, are found settled in their rear See Dahn, Konzge der
Germanen, 1 p 15,

See Appendix on ‘‘ Scythians and Sarmatians "
But see note to ch. 1, § 6.

|| £ e Lower Mcesia (Mesia Inferior) between the Danube, the Balkans,
and the Black Sea. It 1s questionable whether, 1n spite of the Statement of
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hves and property by the payment of a large sum of money, and
the invaders retreated back into their deserts, animated, rather
than satisfied, with the first success of their arms agamnst an
opulent but feeble country They soon passed the Danube a
second time, with moie considerable forces, under their king
Cniva ; and when Decius arrived at the scene of war, he found
them engaged before Nicopolis, on the Jatrus, one of the many
monuments of Trajan’s victories On his approach theyraised
the siege, but with a design only of maiching away to a conquest
of greater importance, the siege of Philippopolis, a aty of
Thiace, founded by the father of Alexander, ncar the foot of
Mount Haemus  Decius followed them through a difficult
country, and by forced marches , but when he imagmed him-
self at a considerable distance from the rear of the Goths, Cniva
turned with rapid fury on his pursuers The camp of the
Romans was surprised and pillaged, and, fo1 the first time, their
emperor fled 1n disorder before a troop of half-armed barbarians
After a long resistance Philippopolis, destitute of succour, was
taken by storm * A hundred thousand persons are 1eported to
have been massacted 1n the sack of that great city. The time,
however, consumed 1n that tedious siege enabled Decius to
1evive the courage, restore the discipline, and recruit the
numbers of his troops He intercepted seveial parties of
Carpy, and other Germans, who were hastening to share the
victory of their countrymen, intiusted the passes of the moun-
tains to officers of approved valour and fidelity, repaired and
strengthened the fortifications of the Danube, and exerted lus
utmost viligance to oppose either the progress or the retreat of
the Goths. They were now, on every side, suiiounded and
pursued by the Roman arms. The flower of their troops had
perished m the long siege of Phihippopolis, and the exhausted
country could no longer afford subsistence for the remaining
multitude of licentious barbarians Reduced to this extremity,
the Goths would gladly have purchased, by the surrender of all
their booty and prisoners, the permission of an undistuibed
retreat But the emperor, confident of victory, and resolving,
by the chastisement of these invaders, to strike a salutary terror
into the nations of the North, refused to listen to any terms of
accommodation, The high-spirited barbarians pieferred death
to slavery  An obscure town of Mcesia, called Forum Trebonn,
was the scene of the battle. The conflict was ternble ; 1t was
the combat of despair against grief and rage The Romans
were at length defeated ; they perished in a morass, which they

Jordanes (¢ 16), Marcianopolis was 1ts capital at this time It appears as
such after Diocletian, but mn the earlier period the town is generally
reckoned as belonging to the province of Thrace See Marquardt, Staats-
verwaltung, 1 pp 315, 316

* The fall of the town was due to the treason of L. Priscus, governor of
Macedonia,,who wished to make himself emperor with the help of the
barbanans, = (Jordanes, c. 18 ; Schiller, Geschickte, I, 1v. § 79)
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ineffectually attempted to cross ;* nor could the body of the
emperor ever be found (A.D. 251). Such was the fate of Decius,
in the soth year of his age ; an accomplished prince, active 1n
war, and affable in peace; who, together with his son, has
deserved to be compared, both in hfe and death, with the
brightest examples of ancient virtue.

§ 4 This fatal blow humbled, for a very little time, the
msolence of the legions. They appear to have patiently
expected, and submissively obeyed, the decree of the senate
which regulated the succession to the throne From a just
regard for the memory of Decius, the Impenal title was con-
ferred on Hostihanus, his only surviving son; but an equal
rank, with more effectual power, was granted to Gallus, whose
experience and ability seemed equal to the great trust of
guardian to the young prince and the distressed empire T
The first care of the new emperor was to deliver the Illynan
provinces from the intolerable weight of the victorious Goths.
He consented to lecave i their hands the rich fruits of their
nvasion, and he even promised to pay them annually a large
sum of gold But the minds of the Romans were not yet
accustomed to accept such unequal laws from a tribe of
barbarians, and the prince, who by a necessairy concession
had probably saved his country, became the object of the
gencial contempt and aversion The death of Hostihanus,
though 1t happened i the midst of the raging pestilence, was
interpreted as the personal crime of Gallus The Romans
were irntated to a still higher degree when they discovered
that they had not even secured then 1cpose, though at the
expense of thewr honour The dangerous secret of the wealth
and weakness of the empire had been revealed to the world.
New swarms of barbarians, encouraged by the success of their
brethren, spread devastation through the Illynan provinces,
and terror as far as the gates of Rome The defence of the
monarchy, which seemed abandoned by the pusillanimous
emperor, was assumed by Amilanus, goveinor of Mcesia, who
defeated the barbarians and pursued them beyond the Danube.
The victorious leader distributed as a donative the money col-
lected for the tribute, and the acclamations of the soldiers pro-
claimed him emperor on the field of battle Gallus was almost
in the same nstant informed of the success, of the revolt, and of
the rapid approach, of his aspiring heutenant He advanced to
meet him as far as the plains of Spoletof When the armies

* Abritum and Forum Trebonn are the various names given to the
scene of the disaster The marshes are those of the Dobrudscha

t Gallus had been proclaimed Emperor by the legions before Hostihanus
was associated with lum  See Schiller, Geschickte, 11 v §79, 1 p 808,
n r
+ Interamna (Termi) and not Spoletium (Spoleto) was probably the actual
scene of the emperor’s death  See Schiller, I1 v § 80, and the authorities
he aites, I p 810, '
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came 1n sl g‘ht of each other the soldiers of Gallus compared the
1gnominious conduct of their sovereign with the glory of his rival.
The murder of Gallus and of his son Volusianus put an end to
the civil war, and the senate gave a legal sanction to the nghts
of conquest (May, AD 253)

Amihanus reigned only four months  Gallus had sent
Valerian to bring the legions of Gaul and Germany to his aid.
Valerian executed that commission with zeal and fidelitys, and,
as he arrived too late to save his sovereign, he resolved to
1evenge him  The troops of AAmilianus, who still lay encamped
in the plains of Spoleto, were awed by the superior stiength of
his army , and they readily imbrued then hands mn the blood of
a prince who so lately had been the object of their partial choice
(August, AD 253) The gwlt was theirs, but the advantage of
1t was Valerian’s , who obtained the possession of the throne by
the means indeed of a civil war, but with a degree of innocence
singular 1n that age of ievolutions, since he owed neither
gratitude nor allegiance to his predecessor, whom he dethroned.

§ 5 Valerian was about sixty years of age when he was
invested with the purple, not by the caprice of the populace or
the clamours of the army, but by the unanimous voice of the
Roman world In his gradual ascent through the honours of
the state he had deserved the favour of virtuous princes, and
had declared himself the enemy of tyrants His noble birth,
his mild but unblemished manners, his learning, prudence, and
experience, were revered by the senate and people, and, i
mankind (according to the observation of an ancient writer *) had
been left at liberty to choose a master, their choice would most
assuredly have fallen on Valerian When the Emperor Decius
had resolved to 1evive the obsolete office of cgnsor in the vain
expectation of restoring public virtue, and ancient principles
and manners, he submitted the choice of the censo1 to the
unbiassed voice of the senate By their unanimous votes, or
rather acclamations, Valerian had been declared the most
wotthy of that exalted honour Upon his accession to the
empne, he resolved to share the throne with a younger
and more active associate , but instead of making a judicious
choice, Valerian, consulting only the dictates of affection or
vanity, immediately invested with the supreme honours his son
Gallienus, a youth whose effeminate vices had been hitherto
concealed by the obscurity of a private station. The joint
government of the father and the son subsisted about seven,
and the sole admimistration of Gallienus continued about eight
years. But the whole period was one uninterrupted series of
confusion and calamity. As the Roman empire was at the
same time, and on every side, attacked by the blind fury of
foreign invaders and the wild ambition of domestic usurpers, we
shall consult order and perspicuity by pursuing not so much the
doubtful arrangement oF dates as the more natural distribution

* 9aleyrani dun (attinbited ta Trehellnie Polhio) c. =
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of subjects The most dangerous enemies of Rome, during the
reigns of Valenan and Gallienus, were—1. The Franks ; 2. The
Alemanni ; 3 The Goths, and 4. The Persians.

§6. I The name of Franks or Freemen was given to a new
confederacy formed about A D 240 by the old inhabitants of the
Lower Rhine and the Weser It consisted of the Chauci, the
Cheruscy, the Chatti, and of several other tribes of greater or less
power®and renown * The love of hberty was the ruling passion
of these Germans, the enjoyment of 1t their best treasure ; the
word that expressed that enjoyment the most pleasing to their
ear They deserved, they assumed, they maintained the honour-
able epithet of Franks, or Freemen , which concealed, though
1t did not extinguish, the peculiar names of the several states of
the confederacy Tacit consent and mutual advantage dictated
the first laws of the umion; 1t was gradually cemented by
habit and expericnce The Romans had long felt the daring
valour of the people of Lower Germany The union of their
strength threatened Gaul with a more formidable invasion, and
required the presence of Gallienus, the heir and colleague of
Impenal power. Whlst that prince and his infant son Saloninus
displayed 1n the court of Tréves the majesty of the empire, 1ts
armies were ably conducted by their general Postumus, who,
though he afterwaids betrayed the family ¢f Valenan, was ever
faithful to the great interest of the monarchy The Fianks,
however, not only crossed the Rhine, and cairied theu devasta-
tions to the foot of the Pyrenees, but they also crossed these
mountains, and laid waste Spain  During twelve years, the
greatest part of the reign of Gallienus, that opulent country was
the theatre of unequal and destructive hostilities. Tarragona,
the flourishing eapital of a peaceful province, was sacked and
almost destroyed. When the exhausted country no longer
supplied a variety of plunder, the Franks seized on some vessels
1n the ports of Spain and transported themselves into Mauretama.
The distant province was astonished with the fury of these
barbaiians, who seemed to fall from a new world, as their name,
manners, and complexion were equally unknown on the coast
of Africa.

§ 7 II. Among the various nations of Germany none weie
so celebrated as the Suevi. Their wide-extended name filled
the interior countries of Germany, from the banks of the Oder
to those of the Danube. Jealous as the Germans were of
military renown, they all confessed the superior valour of the
Suevi ; and the tribes of the Usipetes and Tencteri, who, with a
vast army, encountered the dictator Casar, declared that they
esteemed 1t not a disgrace to have fled beforec a people to whose
arms the immoital gods themselves were unequal.

* The Sicambr1 were perhaps the chief of the tribes constituting this
confederaci'. The 1dentification of the Franks mainly with the Sicambr 1s
made by Lydus (de magustratibus, p. 248), and 1s accepted dy Zeuss, dze
Deutschen und die Nackbarstamme, p. 326.
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In the reign of the emperor Caracalla an innumerable swarm
of Suevi appeared on the banks of the Main, and in the
neighbourhood of the Roman provinces, 1n quest either of food,
of plunder, or of glory. The hasty army of voluntcers gradually
coalesced into a great and permanent nation, and, as 1t was
composed from so many different tribes, assumed the name of
Alemanny, or A//men,* to denote at once then various lineage
and therr common bravery. The latter was soon felt*by the
Romans i many a hostile inroad This warlike people had
been astomished by the immense prepaiations of Severus
Alexander ; they were dismayed by the arms of his successor, a
barbarian equal in valour and fierceness to themselves But,
still hovering on the frontiers of the empire, they increased the
general disorder that ensued after the death of Decius They
mflicted severe wounds on the 1ich provinces of Gaul they
were the first who removed the veil that covered the feeble
majesty of Italy A numerous body of the Alemanni penetrated
across the Danube, and through the Rhaetian Alps into the
plains of Lombardy, advanced as far as Ravenna, and displayed
the victorious banners of barbarians almost in sight of Rome
(AD 259) The nsult and the danger rekindled 1n the senate
some sparks of their ancient virtue. Both the emperors were
engaged 1n far distant wars, Valenan in the East, and Gallienus
on the Rhine. All the hopes and resouices of the Romans were
n themselves. In this emergency the senators iesumed the
defence of the 1epublic, drew out the Prztorian guards, who
had been left to garrison the capital, and filled up then numbers
by enlisting into the public service the stoutest and most willing
of the Plebeians. The Alemanni, astonished with the sudden
appearance of an army more numetous than their own, retued
mto Germany laden with spoil , and their 1etreat was csteemed
as a victory by the unwarhike Romans

Gallienus subsequently endeavoured to protect Italy from the
fury of the Germans by espousing Pipa, the daughter of a king
of the Marcomanni, a Suevic tribe, which was often confounded
with the Alemanni 1n their wars and conquests. To the father,
as the price of his allhance, he gianted an ample settlement 1n
Pannonia

The three § 8. III We have already traced the emigration of the Goths
l‘;:(‘l’;“::s of from Scandinavia, or at least from Prussia, to the mouth of the
the Goths.  Borysthenes, and have followed their victorious arms from the
Borysthenes to the Danube. Under the reigns of Valerian and
Gallienus, the frontier of the last-mentioned river was perpetually

* This 1s the denvation given by Agathias (1 6), and 1t 1s accepted by
Zeuss (dre Deutschen, etc , p. 305), by Schiller (Geschickte, 11 4, 74), and by
Mommsen (Provinces, 1 p 161) Zeuss thinks that the Alemanm (or
Alamanni) were an aggregate of small races, amongst which were probably
the Usipétes and Tencter1  They belonged to the Upper Rhine between the
Main and the Danube ; hence their immediate conflict with the Romans on
the Zemes. (See Avvendixtoch vi n 2)
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infested by the inroads of Germans and Sarmatians ;* but the
great stream of the Gothic hostilities was diverted into a very
different channel The Goths, in their new settlement of the
Ukrane, soon became masters of the northern coast of the
Euxme ; they conquered the peninsula of the Crimea, known to
the ancients under the name of Chersonesus Taurica, and,
having here obtained the command of a naval force, they sailed
against the soft and wealthy provinces of Asia Minor, which
possessed all that could attract, and nothing that could resist, a
barbarian conqueror

First Naval Expedition of the Goths, AD. 258, 2590 —The
fleet of the Goths, leaving the coast of Circassia on the left
hand, first appeared before Pityus, thc utmost limits of the
Roman provinces. They were at first repulsed, but subsequently
obliterated their disgrace by the destruction of the city Circling
round the eastern extremity of the Euxine Sea, they arrived at
Trebizond, celebrated 1n the retreat of the Ten Thousand as an
anclent colony of Greeks. The city was large and populous ; a
double enclosure of walls seemed to defy the fury of the Goths,
and the usual garrison had been strengthened by a reinforcement
of ten thousand men But the numerous troops, dissolved m
riot and luxury, disdained to guard their impregnable fortifica-
tions. The Goths soon discovered the supine neghgence of the
besieged, erected a lofty pile of fascines, ascended the walls in
the silence of the night, and entered the defenceless city, sword
mn hand A general massacre of the pcople ensued. The most
holy temples, and the most splendid edifices, were involved 1n a
common destruction The booty that fell into the hands of the
Goths was immense ; and the number of captives wasincredible,
as the victorious barbarians ranged without opposition through
the extensive province of Pontus  The Goths, satisfied with the
success of their first naval expedition, returned in triumph to
their new establishments n the kingdom of Bosporus.

The Second Expedition of the Goths —The second expedition
of the Goths was undertaken with greater powers of men and
ships ; but they steered a different course, and, disdaining the
exhausted provinces of Pontus, followed the western coast of the
Euxine, and approached the entrance of the Thiacian Bosporus.
But instead of sailing through these straits, they landed 1n the
neighbourhood of Calchedon, and marched against the wealthy
city of Nicomedia, once the capital of the kings of Bithynmia. It
fell into their hands a rich and easy conquest Nicza, Prusa,
Apamea, and Cius, were mvolved n the same calamity, which,
m a few weeks, raged without control through the whole province
of Bithymia. Three hundred years of peace, enjoyed by the soft
inhabitants of Asia, had abolished the exercise of arms, and
removed the apprehension of danger. The ancient walls were
suffered to moulder away, and all the revenue of the most
opulent cities was reserved for the construction of baths, temples,

* For the Sarmatians, see Appendix.
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and theatres. The retreat of the Goths to the mantime city of
Heraclea, where the fleet had probably been stationed, was
attended by a long train of waggons laden with the spoils of
Bithynia, and was marked by the flames of Niczea and Nicomedia,
which they wantonly burnt

Thiwvd Naval Expedition of the Goths, AD. 262 —In this
expedition the Goths cariled their ravages mnto the martime
provinces of Europe They sailed thiough the Thyacian
Bosporus, sacked the noble and ancient city of Cyzicus, situated
upon an 1sland 1n the Propontis, passed the Hellespont, and at
length anchoied 1n the port of Pireus, five miles distant from
Athens The barbarians became masters of the native seat of
the muses and the arts , but while they abandoned themselves
to the licence of plunder and intemperance, then fleet was
unexpectedly attacked by the brave Dexippus, who collected a
hasty band of volunteeis, peasants as well as soldiers, and 1n
some measure avenged the calamities of his country * (A D 267)
But this exploit, whatever lustie 1t might shed on the declining
age of Athens, served rather to irritate than to subdue the
undaunted spirit of the northern invadeis A general conflagra-
tion blazed out at the same time 1n every district of Greece
The rage of war, both by land and by sea, spread from the
castern point of Sunium to the western coast of Epirus  The
Goths had already advanced within sight of Italy, when the
approach of such imminent danger awakened the indolent
Gallienus from his dream of pleasure The emperor appeared
m arms ; and his presence seems to have checked the ardour,
and to have divided the strength, of the enemy Naulobatus, a
chief of the Herulyt accepted an honourable capitulation,
entered with a large body of his countrymen intg the service of
Rome, and was invested with the ornaments of the consular
dignmity, which had never before been profaned by the hands of
a barbarian. The remainder returned to their settlements on
the Euxine, some by sea, and others by land through the
province of Mcaesia (A D 267)

§ 9 IV. The new sovereigns of Persia, Artaxerxes and his
son Sapor, had triumphed (as we have already seen) over the
house of Arsaces Of the many princes of that ancient race,
Chosroes, king of Armenia, had alone preserved both his life
and his independence He defended himself by the natural
strength of his count1y ; by the perpetual resort of fugitives and
malecontents ; by the alliance of the Romans ; and, above all,
by his own courage. Invincible in arms during a thirty years’

H* These barbarians who attacked Athens are said to have been mainly
erul

1 The Heruli were probably a German race, although some have thought
that the name (Herulus interpreted as the equivalent of the Danish and
Icelandic /arZ) shows not a nation but a mere aggregate of warriors Asn
the case of the Goths and Gepids (§ 2), their earhest home was probably
somewhere on ¢he Baltic coast.
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war, he was at length assassinated by the emissanes of Sapor,
king of Persia  The patriotic satraps of Armenia, who asserted
the freedom and dignity of the crown, implored the protection
of Rome in favour of Tiridates the lawful heir. But the son of
Chosroes was an infant, the allies were at a distance, and the
Persian monarch advanced towards the frontier at the head of
an 1rresistible force Young Tiridates, the future hope of his
countsy, was saved by the fidelity of a servant, and Armema
continued above twenty-seven years a reluctant province of the
great monarchy of Persia  Elated with this easy conquest, and
presuming on the distresses or the degeneiacy of the Romans,
Sapor obliged the strong garrisons of Carrha and Nisibis to
surrender, and spread devastation and terror on either side of
the Euphrates (A D 256)

The loss of an important fronticr, the ruin of a fathful and
natural ally, and the rapid success of Sapor’s ambition, affected
Rome with a deep sense of the insult as well as of the danger.
Valerian resolved, notwithstanding his advanced age, to march
in person to the defence of the East. He passed the Euphiates,
encountered the Persian monarch near the walls of Edessa, was
vanquished, and taken prisoner by Sapor (AD 260) The par-
ticulars of this g1eat event are darkly and imperfectly represented ,
yet, by the ghmmering hght which 1s afforded us, we may dis-
cover a long series of imprudence, of eiror, and of deserved
musfortunes on the side of the Roman emperor He reposed an
implicit confidence in Macnanus, his Praetorian preefect That
worthless minister rendered his master formidable only to the
oppressed subjects, and contemptible to the enemies of Rome
By his weak or wicked counsels the Impenal army was betrayed
mnto a situatiop where valour and mihtary skill weie equally
unavailing  The vigorous attempt of the Romans to cut their
way through the Persian host was repulsed with great slaughter
An 1mmense sum of gold was offered to puichase the permission
of a disgraceful retreat But the Persian, conscious of his
superiority, refused the money with disdain, and nsisted on a
personal conference with the emperor. Valerian was reduced
to the necessity of intrusting his life and dignity to the faith of
an enemy. The interview ended as 1t was natural to expect.
The emperor was made a prisoner, and his astonished troops
laid down their arms. In such a moment of triumph the pride
and policy of Sapor prompted him to fill the vacant throne with
a successor entirely dependent on his pleasure Cyriades, an
obscure fugitive of Antioch, stained with every vice, was chosen
to dishonour the Roman purple, and the will of the Persian
victor could not fail of being ratified by the acclamations,
however reluctant, of the captive army Cynades conducted
Sapor over the: Euphrates, and, by the way of Chalcis,* to the
metropolis of the East So rapid were the motions of the

* [ e Chalasin Upper Syria, there was another town of the same name
m Ceele Syria.
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Persian cavalry that the city of Antioch was surprised when
the 1dle multitude was fondly gazing on the amusements of the
theatre The splendid buildings of Antioch, private as well as

ublic, weie either pillaged or destroyed, and the numerous
inhabitants weire put to the sword or led away into captivity
The conqueror overran the whole of Syna and Cihcia, and
crossing the passes of Mount Taurus, destroyed Caesarea, the
capital of Cappadocia His couse was marked by devasfation.
He despaired of making any permanent establishment in the
empire, and sought only to leave behind him a wasted desert,
whilst he transported into Peisia the people and the treasures of
the provinces.

§ 10 In this expedition the only check which Sapor 1eceived
was from Odaznathus, a noble and opulent senator of Palmyra *
The Persian monarch had rejected with disdain the presents by
which the Palmyrenian had sought to obtain the favour of
the Great King Odenathus collected a small army from the
villages of Syria and the tents of the deseit, hovered round the
Persian host, haiassed their retreat, and carried off part of
the treasure of the Great King, who was at last obliged to repass
the Euphrates with some marks of haste and confusion
(A D. 260). By this exploit Odaenathus laid the foundations of
his future fame and fortunes The majesty of Rome, oppressed
by a Persian, was piotected by a Syrian or Arab of Palmyra

§ 11 The voice of history reproaches Sapor with a proud
abuse of the rights of conquest We are told that Valerian, i
chains, but invested with the Imperial purple, was exposcd to
the multitude, a constant spectacle of fallen greatness, and
that, whenever the Persian monarch mounted on horseback, he
placed his foot on the neck of a Roman empetor Notwith-
standing all the remonstrances of his allies, who repeatedly
advised him to remember the vicissitude of fortune, to diead the
returning power of Rome, and to make his illustiious captive
the pledge of peace, not the object of insult, Sapor still remamed
inflexible When Valenian sunk under the weight of shame and
grief, his skin, stuffed with straw, and formed into the likeness
of a human figure, was preserved for ages in the most celebrated
temple of Persia; a more real monument of triumph than the
fancied troghles of brass and marble so often erected by Roman
vanity The tale 1s moral and pathetic, but the truth of 1t may
very fairly be called n question. Whatever treatment the
unfortunate Valerian’ might experience in Persia, 1t 1s at least
certain that the only emperor of Rome who had ever fallen into
the hands of the enemy languished away his hfe in hopeless
captivity.

12. The emperor Gallienus, who had long supported with
impatience the censoral seventy of his father and colleague,
received the ntelligence of his misfortunes with secret pleasure

* Septimius Odzenathus II  On his position before he took the title of
king, see no® on § 13 of this'chapter.



A.D. 261-267. GALLIENUS. 75

and avowed indifference “I knew that my father was a
mortal,” said he ; “and, since he has acted as becomes a brave
man, I am satisfied” Whilst Rome lamented the fate of her
sovereign, the savage coldness of his son was extolled by the
servile courtiers as the perfect firmness of a heio and a stoic.
It 1s difficult to paint the light, the various, the inconstant
character of Gallienus, which he displayed without constraint as
sool! as he hecame sole possessor of the empue. In every art
that he attempted, lus hively genius enabled him to succeed ;
and, as hus genius was destitute of judgment, he attempted every
art, except the important ones of war and government He was
a master of several curious but useless sciences, a ready orator,
an elegant poet, a skilful gardener, an excellent cook, and most
contemptible prince When the gieat emergencies of the state
required his presence and attention, he was engaged 1n conver-
sation with the philosopher Plotinus, wasting his time 1n tufling
or licentious pleasures, preparing his mitiation to the Grecian
mysteries, or sohciting a place in the Arcopagus of Athens.
His profuse magnificence insulted the general poverty ; the
solemn ridicule of his triumphs impressed a decper sense of the
public disgrace The repeated ntelligence of invasions, defeats,
and 1ebellions he received with a careless smile, and, singhng
out, with affected contempt, some particular production of the
lost province, he carelessly asked whether Rome must be rumed
unless 1t was supplied with linen from Egypt and arras cloth
from Gaul?® Theie were, however, a few short moments in the
Iife of Gallienus, when, exasperated by some recent injury, he
suddenly appeared the intrepid soldier and the cruel tyrant,
till, satiated with blood or fatigued by resistance, he insensibly
sunk nto thesnatural mildness and indolence of his character

§ 13 At a time when the 1emns of government were held with
so loosc a hand, 1t 1s not surprising that a crowd of usurpers
should start up n every province of the empire agamst the son
of Valerian It was probably some ingenious fancy, of compar-
g the thirty tyiants of Rome with the thirty tyrants of Athens,
that induced the writers of the Augustan History to select that
celebrated number, which has been gradually received into a
popular appellation  But in every hght the parallel 1s 1dle and
defective What resemblance can we discover between a council
of thirty persons, the united oppressors of a single city, and an
uncertain hist of independent rivals, who rose and fell in irregular
succession through the extent of a vast empire? Nor can the
number of thirty be completed, unless we include in the account
the women and children who were honoured with the Imperal
title The reign of Gallienus, distracted as 1t was, produced
only nineteen pretenders to the throne - Cyriades, Macrnanus,
Balista, Od®nathus, and Zenobia 1n the east ; in Gaul and the
western provinces, Postumus, Lollianus, Victormus and his
mother Victorina, Marius, and Tetricus. In Illyricum and the
confines of the Danube, Ingenuus, Regillianus, and Aureolus ;
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in Pontus, Saturninus; in Isaurnia, Trebellianus; Piso 1n
Thessaly , Valens in Achaia ; Amihanus in Egypt ; and Celsus
m Africa

It 1s sufficiently known that the odious appellation of Zyrant
was often employed by the ancients to express the illegal
seizure of supreme power, without any reference to the abuse
of it Several of the pretenders who raised the standard of
rebellion agamnst the emperor Gallienus weie shiming mtdels
of virtue, and almost all possessed a considerable share of vigour
and ability. Their ment had recommended them to the favour
of Valerian, and gradually promoted them to the most important
commands of the empire. The birth of most of them was
obscure. They were born of peasants and enlisted 1 the aimy
as puvate soldiets In times of confusion every active genius
finds the place assigned him by natwie , m a general statz of
war military ment 1s the road to glory and to greatness Of the
nineteen tyrants Tetricus only was a senator, Piso alone was
a noble The lieutenants of Valerian were grateful to the father,
whom they esteemed They disdained to serve the luxurious
indolence of s unworthy son The throne of the Roman
world was unsupported by any principle of loyalty and treason
against such a prince might easily be considered as patriotism
to the state. Yet if we examine with candour the conduct of
these usurpers, 1t will appear that they were much oftener duiven
mto rebellion by their fears than urged to 1t by their ambition
They dreaded the cruel suspicions of Gallienus, they equally
dreaded the capricious violence of then troops

Of the nineteen tyrants who started up under the reign of
Gallienus, there was not one who enjoyed a life of peace, or
a natural death  As soon as they were invested with the bloody
purple, they inspired their adherents with the same fears and
ambition which had occasioned their own revolt Encompassed
with domestic conspiracy, military sedition, and civil war, they
trembled on the edge of precipices, in which, after a longer o1
shorter term of anxiety, they were inevitably lost. These
precarious monarchs 1eceived, however, such honours as the
flattery of their respective armies and provinces could bestow ;
but their claim, founded on rebellion, could never obtain the
sanction of law or history Italy, Rome, and the senate,
constantly adhered to the cause of Gallienus, and he alone
was _considered as the sovereign of the empire. That prince
condescended indeed to acknowledge the victorious arms of
Od=nathus, who deserved the honoutable distinction by the
respectful conduct which he always maintained towairds the son
of Valerlan With the general applause of the Romans, and
the consent of Gallienus, the senate conferred the title of
Augustus on the brave Palmyrenian;* and seemed to intrust

* In A D 262 Gallienus %ave to Septimius Odaenathus 1T the title of

Dux Orzentis (grpatnyés viis dgas); m 264 Gallienus recogmised his title of
king of Palmyra, and gave hum that of smperator. His command ncluded
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him with the government of the East, which he already possessed,
m so mndependent a manner, that, hike a private succession, he
bequeathed 1t to his illustrious widow Zenobia

Such were the barbarians, and such the tyrants, who, under
the reigns of Valerian and Gallienus, dismembered the provinces,
and reduced the empire to the lowest pitch of disgrace and ruin,
from whence 1t seemed 1mpossible that 1t should ever emerge

§ 14. Our habuts of thinking so fondly connect the order of the
umverse with the fate of man, that this gloomy period of history
has been decorated with nundations, earthquakes, uncommon
meteors, preternatural daikness, and a crowd of prodigies
fictitious or exaggerated But a long and general famine was
a calamity of a more scrious kind It was the mevitable
consequence of rapine and oppiession, which extirpated the
produce of the present and the hope of future harvests. Famine
1s almost always followed by epidemical diseases, the effect of
scanty and unwholesome food Other causes must, howevei,
have contributed to the fuiious plague which, from the year 250
to the year 265, raged without intertuption in every province,
every city, and almost every family of the Roman empire*
During some time 5000 persons died daily in Rome, and many
towns that had escaped the hands of the barbarians were
entirely depopulated  Half of the population of Alexandna
perished , and could we venture to extend the analogy to the
other provinces, we mght suspect that war, pestilence, and
famine had consumed, in a few years, the moiety of the human
species.

all the Asiatic provinces and Egypt (vifa Gallienz, ¢ 10, ‘‘obtinuit totius
Orientis mperium ') The vefa Gallzen: (¢ 12) speaks of his being made
Augustus, but this statement 1s contested by De Vogué (Syrze, pp 29 and
31), Schiller (Gescheichte, 1 p 837, n 9), and Mommsen (Provinces, n p
103, n 1) Mommsen (¢ ¢ ) remarks that the fact that Odsenathus was 7ot
Augustus 1s shown both by the absence of this title on his comns and by Ins
bearing the designation (possible only for a subject) of vir consularis
(\Naddmgton-de as, M n, 2602, Zewtipiov 'Odaiwvallor 71OV NaumportaTov
YwaTikov,

* Cluiton (Fasty Romani, 1 p 272) places the commencement of this
plague m A D 252 It was believed to have come originally from Ethiopia
}Cedrenus, P 258a).

\Schuller, Geschickle der Romischen Kaiserzeit, 11 v § 70-81, Ranke,
TV eltgeschichte, 111 1 c. 13, Mommsen, Provinces of the Koman Empire,
Hodgkmn, taly and her Invaders, 1 p 32, Dahn, Konige der Germanen,
n. p. 503 Zeuss, Die Deutschen und die Nachbarstamme, Von Sallet,
Die Fursten von Palmyra unter Gallienus, Clandian und Aurelian

Famine and
pestilence



78 APPENDIX. CHAP V.

APPENDIX.

*“SCYTHIANS AND SARMATIANS,”
N

The Scytlians of the earlier Greek historians—especially of Herodotus—
have little but the name 1 common with the group of races which now
attacked the Roman Empire It 1s true that the onigin of the nations of
Northern lurope and Asia can rarely be determined with any predsion,
and that there must have been n particular a great mixture of races between
the Danube and the Caspian, but the distribution of peoples had changed
between the fifth century B ¢ and the fourth century A b, and there 1s
every reason to believe that the Scythians of Herodotus were a more homo-
geneous people than the mixed elements to which the Augustan historians
and Zosimus give this name

The Scythians of Herodotus (called Scolofz m Europe and Sace in Asia)
have n fact been proved by the traces of their language, the accounts of
therr civilisation, and by then geographical distribution in the two continents,
to be an Iraman race, hardly distingmishable from the Persians and the
Parthians  Such names of tiibes as Roxolaniand Iazyges can be explained
only by the old Persian and the Zend , 1n habits they are, hike their kastern
brethren, both nomad and agricultural, 1n the battle array Scythians and
Persians are drawn up side by side (Her vn 113), and the most distant
satrapy of the Persian Ilmpne of the first Daiius was that of the Sace—the
forerunners of the later Indo-Scythian kingdom of the Cabul valley, estab-
lished m 78 AnD  The European Scythians of Herodotus were, i fact, a
branch of the Iramians  Stationed at fiist on the west of the Caspian, they
parted from their Iranian brothers about 1500 B C, entered on the route
followed by the European Aryans in their nugration to Europe, and estab-
lished themselves east of the Europeans in Central Russia, about the
Dnieper and the Niemen ILater they passed the Dnieper, and reached
the Danube on the south and the Black Sea on the west, and to this terr-
torIy they gave the name of Scythia

t was this territonial name which was transferred to the mixed crowd of
subsequent immigrants  The name ‘‘ Scythian” as applied to mvaders of
the Roman Empire does not denote a nation, but offshoots of a varet
of nationalities who wandered over this territory  There was possibly still
an Iranian element, but Slavs, Teutons, and Mongols are all equally
represented by the name -

The word Sarmatian has had a similar history The Sawromate of
Herodotus are a nation dwelling between the sea of Azov and the Caspian
south of the Don (Her 1v 21,43) ‘They were reckoned as Scythians, but,
if we can attach any 1mportance to Herodotus’ statement that they spoke a
corrupted Scythan (Her 1v 117), they must have been alieady more nnxed
than their Iranman brethren further west Subsequent migrations caused the
name ‘‘Sarmatia” to spread far west of the Don In Roman times 1t
extended to the most easterly of the Germanic tribes, the Bastarne, z ¢ to
the Carpathians The nation that had given its name to the territory may
have been fairly homogeneous , subsequently, any nation dwelling 1n this
territory was known as Sarmatian  We may imagine that the Slavonic
and the Mongol elements preponderated here, but the tendency was to
make the geographical name Sarmatia encroach on and supersede that of
Scythia, and no hard and fast line can be drawn between the two Ancient
writers, possessing little interest 1n or knowledge of ethnology, employ the
terms ‘‘ Sarmatian ” and *‘ Scythian " almost indifferently , and we cannotin
modern times emphasize a distinction which 1n all probability never existed

" 1n any clear and ntelligible form
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§ 1 UNDER the deplorable reigns of Valerian and Gallienus the
empire was oppressed and almost destroyed by the soldiers, the
tyrants, and the barbanans. It was saved by a series of great
princes, who derived their obscure origin from the martial
provinces of Illyricum  Within a period of about thirty years,
Claudius, Aurehan, Probus, Dioclettan and his colleagues,
triumphed over the foreign and domestic enemues of the state,
re-established, with the military discipline, the strength of the
frontiers, and deserved the glorious title of Restorers of the
Roman world

The removal of an effeminate tyrant made way for a succes-
sion of heroes. A considetable army, stationed on the Upper
Danube, invested with the Impenial purple then leader Aureolus,
who passed the Alps, occupied Milan, threatened Rome, and
challenged Gallienus to dispute 1n the field the sovereignty of
Italy. The emperoi, provoked by the insult, and alarmed by
the instant danger, suddenly exerted that latent vigour which
sometimes broke through the indolence of his temper Forcing
himself fiom the luxury of the palace, he appeared in arms at
the head of lis legions, and advanced beyond the Po to
encounter his competitor. The Rhatian usurper, after 1ecerving
a total defeat and a dangeirous wound, retired mmto Milan The
siege of that gicat city was immediately formed, and Aureolus,
as a last resource, attempted to seduce the loyalty of the
besiegers His arts diffused fears and discontent among the
principal officers of his rival A conspiracy was formed against
the life of Gallienus At a late hour of the nmight an alarm was
suddenly given that Auieolus, at the head of all his forces, had
made a desperate sally from the town; Gallienus, who was
never deficient in personal bravery, mounted on, horseback and
rode full speed towards the supposed place of the attack.
Encompassed by his declared or concealed enemies, he soon,
amdst the nocturnal tumult, recerlved a mortal dart from an
uncertain hand (March, A D 268) Before he expired, a patriotic
sentiment 1sing 1 the mind of Gallienus induced him to name
a deserving successor , and 1t was his last request that the
Imperial ornaments should be delivered to Claudius, who then
commanded a detached army in the neighbourhood of Pavia.
The report at least was diligently propagated, and the order
cheerfully obeyed by the conspirators, who had dlready agreed
to place Claudius on the throne

§P 2. Claudius was about 54 years of age when he ascended
the throne. He was of humble origin, and had risen by his
military abilities to high offices of trust under the emperors
Decius, Valenan, and “;allienus. The siege of Milan was still
continued, and Aureolus soon discovered that the success of his
artifices had only raised up a more determined adversary. He
attempted to negotiate with Claudius a treaty of alhance and
partition  “Tell him,” rephed the intrepid empeior, “that such
proposals shou