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“ Ebenso gedankenreich und voll poetischer 8chinheiten ersten Ranges . . | ist
das, durchweg in einer einfachen und ungektinsteten Sprache geschriebene, Opus

Magnum Dschalal-uddins, der Hauptkanon des Sufis, das mathnawi-i-manavi’’, (Ethé,
Grundries der iranischen Philolgie, IL. p. 288.)
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{ »Jalald-Din-i-Rumi .. is without doubt the most erinent Sufi poet whom

Persia has produced, while his mystical mathnaw: deserves to rank amongst the great
poems of all time*. (E, G, Browne, a Literary History of Perria, 1I. p. 515.)
13) Le livre qu'il éerivit ensuite fut lo Masnavi-Manavi, livre vivant en lui-

mdme et ayant éclairé d’innowmbrables Xmes en Orient. Il conduit le chercheur
sincere aussi loin gu'il peut aller et est pourtant si simple, sans complexité, sans dogmes
sans principes, sans grand enseignement wmoral, sans expression de piété. Ce qu'il a
dcrit est la loi le la vie et il a personnifié cette loi en une sorte d’image, La différence
entre I’ccuvre de Jalal-ud-Din Roumi et celle du grand Hafiz de Perse est que Hafig
a figuréla vie extérieurc, Rouwi la vie intérieure. mais si 1’on voulait décrire les
trois grands podtes dela Perse, j'appellerais Saadi, le corps du p>éte, Hafiz, lecoar

du poéte et Roumi; 'Sme. (Revue Bleue, 21 juin 1924)
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viii BIST-MAQALEH-E-QAZVINT

Turks had never settheir foot in Azarbaijan. Thus in Futuh-
ul-Buldan of Beladuri (about 255 A.H. 868 A.D.) and Asar-
ul-Belad of Zekria bin Muhammad-e-Qazvini (674 A.H. 1275
A.D.) and in Al-Buldan of Ibne Wézih-al Yaqubi (about 278
A.H. 891 A.D.) wherever the mention of the Azarilanguage
is made, necessarily it refers to the particular Azari
dialect of the Persian language and none else. Even to-day
in several of the villages of Auzarbaijan, a sample of this
old Azari language is to be found. Quoting Marquart, the
author says that the language of Azarbaijan was undoub-
tedly of Pahlavi origin. According to the testimonies of
writers like Ibn-ul-Muqaffa and Hamze-i-Isfahani and
Kharezmi also, the language of the people of Azarbaijan
was Pahlavi.

The first time the Turkish language appeared in Azar-
baijan was during the reign of the Saljugqs. Then during
the onslaught of the Mongols, as their armies were stationed
inthe various cities of Azarbaijan, it gained further currency.
After the conquest of Taimur, it got a firm footing there.

As stated by Poure-Davoud, the second volume will
contain the remaining essays together, if possible, with
other articles and discourses of the author which are ready
but have not been put in print.

I feel no doubt that publications of works like this, will
facilitate the task of University authorities in prescribing
books of modern Persian scholars to enable our University
students to learn modern Persian as written by the most
eminent writers of the age. I am glad therefore I have been
instrumental a little in the publication of this work of
the great scholar modern Persia has produced—one held in
deep respect and esteem by the orientalists of Europe, and
nominated by Persia as her representative to the Inter-
national Congress of Orientalists to meet this summer in
Oxford.

D. J. IRANI,
BouBaY, APRIL 1928,
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room that by the noise theservants might awake and prepare
food for the guests before they departed. She did not call to
the men lesther voice may be heard by the guests, which would
have been unlawful. As, however, the guests had an uncere-
monious exit, she got the food prepared and sent it in their
wake with instructions tostop Amin-er- Rihani and his follow -
ers by all means at their disposal and make them eat the food.
13. One fabricated A’hd-Nameh: This A’hd-Nameh
is in the Department of KEducation at Isfahan, It refers
to an agreement arrived at between Ali, the’ fourth Khalif,
and the Christian Elders in the year 40 A.H. (660 A.D.)
at Mushhad Hazqil about four leagues from Najaf in Iraq.
Therein Ali on behalf of himself and the Moslem com--
munity undertakes to see that the Christian population is
protected from all harm and oppression, and directs that
no one should injure them in any event, The condition
is that everyone of the Christians, must pay every year 33
silver dirhams as Jeziya. This A’hd-Nameh is not genuine.
for many reasons. lIts style and orthography are incorrect
and it is impossible to believe that during the time of Ali
the Arabic language had deteriorated to such an extent,
Moreover, the alleged writer of this A’hd-Nameh, one of
the famous companions of Ali, known as Hash&m-bin-
Atabat-ul-Vaqqas, was killed in a battle in 37 A.H. (657
A.D.) It was not possible for him therefore to write this
A’hd-Nameh in 40 A.H. (660 A.D.). Apparently, this A’hd-
Nameh seems to have been made up by some unscrupulous
Christians between the 7th and the 9th century A.H.

14. ‘Azart, the Language of Azarbaijan: It is
a criticism on an essay written by a Persian scholar about
the Azari language. The writer of that essay has asserted
the opinion that according to various ancient writers, one
of the ancient Persian dialects was current and was known
as Azari. Qazvini says that the said essay is the proper
answer to the Ottoman Turks, who for their own political
reasons, assert falsely that the language of Azarbaijan was
derived from the old Turkish. The ancient writers when they
referred to the Azari language did so at a time when the
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he travelled through all the regions of Iraq and Arabia, and
the wonderful experience he has had, has been well related
in the book. A humorous incident of his travel our author
has given in his review, and it is worth while quoting it here
too.

On visiting the ruler of the tribe of Hawashab, Amin-
er-Rihani was received in the palace which was in reality an
ordinary house of mud and brick, The ruler discharged the
duties of hospitality with such zeal as to claim to hold the
world’s record on the subject. Amin-er-Rihani was to start
from the palacc early in the morning, so at night he bade good-
bye to the ruler, thanked him for all that he had done and told
him that there was no necessity to disturb him or his household
early in the morning when they started, and hence he was
bidding good-bye before retiring for the night, Before the break
of dawn Amin-er-Rihani and his men were packing up their
luggage on the camels, when all of a sudden, a big pitcher of
water fell in their midst with a loud crash, giving an uncom-
fortable wetting to some of his men. They took this incident
as an accident, but afew minutes thereafter they saw another
big carafe full of water come down from a window of the up-
per floor. These were followed in quick succession by a basin
and a jug from the same window. Suspecting that their host
wanted to see them depart without further delay, Amin-er-
Rihani and his followers immediately mounted their camels,
and departed hastily wondering what else might have followed
had they tarried longer. They had gone about an hour’s
journey when they saw some men following them post haste
on fleet Arab horses. They were yelling to Amin-er-Rihani
to halt. Thinking that the object of these people was any-
thing but friendly, they set pace to their camels. Their pur-
suers thereupon fired their guns and A min-er-Rihani had to
halt and make preparations for a fight to the finish. When
these men approached however, he found them carrying with
them trays of eatables and dishes. When asked about their
wonderful conduct, they replied that they were the servants
of the prince and as all of them were asleep in the morning,
the ruler’s wife had thrown down various articles from her
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tains a criticism of this work which is one of the oldest
books in the Persian language and records the history of the
Saljugs composed in the year 599 A.H, (1202 A.D.) that
is within 9 years of the extinction of this dynasty in Persia.
Its author is Mahomed-bin-Ali-bin-Soleirin-bin-Mahomed-
bin-Ahmad-bin-al- Hussein-bin-Hamt-ul-Ravendi. This book
was published in 1921 A.D. at Leyden by the Trustees of
the Gibbs Memorial, edited by the great Indian scholar, Sir
Muhammad Igbal.

8. The Qasideh of Mo’ezzi: This is one of the
famous qasidehs of Mo’ezzi who died in 1147 A.D.

9. A Letter from Paris: This records the author’s
complaint about the wrong style of writing adopted by the
journals of Iran and about the incorrect belief of some of
them favouring a change in the ordinary mode of composition
by replacing many an ordinary Persian word of a thousand
years’ use by obsolete words.

10. Another Letter from Parts: This contains the
author’s exhortations to observe the current method of
Persian composition and to avoid the use of unfamiliar
expressions,

11. A Critecism: The author here criticises an article
by a writer of Tehran, who on account of his want of infor-
mation had attacked severely our ancient writers, and charac-
terised the poets and scholars who are the pride of Iran
as half-mad, and their language as corrupt, because of the
use of Arabic words in their writings.

12. Recent Publications: Muluk-ul-Arab: This
is a review of two volumes of travels by Amin-er-Rihani, a
Christian Arab of Syria and the well-known writer and poet
who was educated in America and whose work was printed
at Beirut in the Arabic language in 1224-25.* The travels
of Amin-er-Rihani took about a year, He had a political object
in view, viz., the bringing about of unity amongst the various
rulers of Arabia. Encountering many a hardship and danger,

* 1 had the pleasure of seeing Mr. Amin-er-Rihani in Bombay and
was not a little surprised at meeting for the first time a cultured and
refined Arab of Syria.—D. J. I.
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their common enemy. Perhaps Taimur means by the
common enemy the Ottoman Sultan Bayezid against whom
Sigismond of Hungary was fighting and to whose help
Charles had sent an army. He also expresses a desire that
mutual trade may be established between France and his
kingdom,

6. The Oldest Book in the Modern Persian Lan-
guage, that is, the Persian language as prevailing
after Islam: There are three works which are written in
approximately the same age. The first is the translation of
the great history of Tabari (died 310 A.H. 922 A.D.) which
50 years after the composition of the original work in
Arabic, through the instrumentality of Bal‘ami, the Vazir of
Mansur-bin-Nuh, was translated into Persian in 352 A.H.
(963 A.D.). The second is the Persian translation of the
commentary on the Koran done at the command of the
same Mansur-bin-Nuh. Apparently it was written between
350 and 366 A.H. (961-976 A.D.). The third book, treat-
ing of the elements of medicine, is known as the Book of
Al-Abniye-An-Haqayeq-el-Adviye, written by Abu Mansur-
Muwaffeq-bin Ali al-Heravi. This book too was written
between 350 and 366 A.H. in the time of the same Mansur-
bin-Nubh. Only one manuscript of this book in the hand-
writing of Asadi-Tusi, the singer of the Kershasp-Nameh and
the writer of the well-known dictionary, is existing at present
in Vienna. It was written in 447 A.H. (1055 A.D.). Apart
fromthe antiquity of the original, this manuscript itself is the
oldest Persian manuscript now existing. More ancient still
than this work is the introduction which several manuscript
editions of the Shah-Nameh contain, an introduction different
from the well-known introduction of Baisunghuri. Some proofs
exist to make us come to the conclusion that this introduc-
tion is the very introduction written in 346 AH. (957 A.D.),
for the prose Shah-Nameh of Abu-Mansur-Muhammad-bin-
Abder-Rezzaq Tusi, which eventually Firdausi turned into
verse. Hence it was composed six years before the
translation of Bal‘ami.

7. The Book Rahat-us-Sudur: This article con-
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manuscripts.

3. The oldest Perstan Poem: The oldest Persian
poem mentioned in historical works appears to have been
written in 60 A.H. (679 A.D.) and is attributed to an Arab
poet named Ibne-Mufarregh. The second, which is like a
song, is said to be dated 108 A.H. (726 A.D.) and is said to
have been sung by the children of Khorasan at the time
when Abu-Mandar-Asad bin-Abdullah-Al-Qasri was defeated
by the Khagan in the battle of Khottalan, and fled to Balkh.

The Qasideh attributed to Abbas-e-Marwezi and said
to have been written in the praise of Khalif Mdmun is not
genuine, for the verses are without doubt written at a much
later date. The mistake committed in this respect by the
writers of biographies has been repeated by orientalists like
Ethé and Paul Horn.

4. Tehran: The oldest book in which the word
Tehran is mentioned, is the work ¢ Istakhri’ written in 340
A.H. (951 A.D.) and thereafter in the works of Ibne-Hauqual
(about 366 AH. 976 A.D), and Muqgaddasi (about 375
A.H. 985 A.D.), then in Al-Ansab of Samdni (about 555
A.H. 1160 A.D.), and in the book Rahat-us-Sudur in the
history of the Saljugs (about 599 A.H. 1202 A.D.).
Thereafter in the Tarikh-i-Tabaristan of Ibine-Esfandiar
(613 A H. 1216 A.D.), in the Mo’ajam-ul-Buldan of Yaqut
(621 A.H. 1324 A.D.), then Asar-ul-Bilad (674 A.H. 1275
A.D.). Therafter in the Jamé-ut-Tawarikh of Rashid-ud-
din-Fazlullah (about 710 A.H. 1310 A.D.); and in the
book of Nuzhat-ul-Qulub ‘of Hamdullah Mustaofi in (740
A.H. 1339 A.D.), etc.

5. The Letter of Amir Taimur (Tamerlane) to
Charles VI of France: This letter is preserved in Paris
at “ Les Archives Nationales ”” and was first brought to light
by Sylvestre de Sacy. This letter was written by Amir
Taimur on the 1st day of August 1302 A.D, to Charles
VI. Amir Taimur expresses his delight at the receipt of a
letter from King Charles sent through a Franciscan friar
named Frangois Ssathru. In this letter Amir Taimur
expresses his joy at King Charles giving a severe hiding.to
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Poure-Davoud has selecied the name ¢ Bist-Magaleh-e-
Qazvini,’ that is *“ The Twenty Discourses of Qazvini,” for
the work which will be in two volumes. The essays are
arranged in the order of dates except the last which necessarily
was required to be placed first, as Mirza Muhammad Khan
Qazvini has given his autobiography therein,

For the information of English readers the contents of
the volume are given in short hereunder : —

1. Autobiography : The first article contains the
author’s autobiography written at the request of several
of his literary friends in Tehran. He informs ue in
what Madresa in Tehran he was educated and the
scholars from whom he received his training. In the year
1322 A.H. (1904 A.D.) he left for London and stayed there
for two years coming in contact with learned scholars, amongst
whom was the late Prof. E. Browne, who was then a Trustee
of the Gibbs Memorial Fund. The author was commissioned
to edit several Persian volumes of thatseries which he did in
1324 A H. (1906 A.D.). Again, at the request of the same
Trustees he undertook the work of editing the Térikh-i-Jahin
Gushé-isJuwayni. For this work he had to go to Paris to refer
to the varlous manuseripts in the Bibliothéque Nationale de
Paris. Here, too, the author came in contact with many
orientalists. At the outbreak of the war, his work was
necessarily delayed, and he took the opportunity of going
to Berlin in October 1915 in company with the Persian
Ambassador who was leaving for Germany. The author
stayed in Berlin for four years and a half, and there too
met and gained the esteem and respect of many German
scholars. On 4th January 1920 he left Germany for Paris
where he is still working, as before, in the cause of Persian
Literature.

2, Mode of Writing : This article is written in special
reference to the indefinite article (y4) occurring at the end of
a word ending in (bd). In all the ancient manuscripts this
method of writing has been observed until about 800 A.H.
(1397 A.D.) that is upto the time of Amir Taimur. There-
after this method has not been followed in subsequent
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To the readers of the Gibbs Memorial Series and of the
works of the late Professor Edward Browne, the name of
the great Persian scholar, Mirza Muhammad Khan Qazvini,
must be very familiar. To the Persian literary world his
name is a watchword for profound scholarship. Many a
volume of the Gibbs Memorial Series like the Marzubén-
Néma, the Chabir-Maqdla, Al-Mu'jam Fi Ma’dyiri Ash’dri
‘I’Ajam, the Térikh-i-Jahdn-Gush4-i-Juwayni, and his
various literary essays in modern Persian journals evidence
the scholarship, the deep learning and the critical method
of study of this acknowledged master of Persian and Arabic
literature.

For European readers I cannot do better than quote
from the Persian Preface of the Editor of these essays, my
friend Aga Poure-Davoud, as to how this collection of
essays came to be printed, As Poure-Davoud says this
book contains the various literary and historical essays and
articles of Mirza Muhammad-bin-Abdu’l-Wahab-Qazvini,
which appeared in Persian, in various journals in Europe
or Persia like ¢The Kaveh’, ‘The Iranschéhr’, *The
Farengestan’, etc. Poure-Davoud felt that it would be a
matter of great regret if the studied writings of such a
scholar of Iran, who had practically dedicated his life to the
service of Persian literature, should be lost for all practical
purposes by not being brought together and printed in one
volume, He consequently approached Mirza Muhammad Khan
Qazvini with a request to send him his essays and articles
which had appeared in print hitherto, and allow him to edit
the same while he was in India. This request was acceded to
and twenty essays were sent from Paris to Poure-Davoud in
India with full authority to him to edit the same in such
manner as he liked. In view of the respect Poure-Davoud has
for the deep scholarship of this profound master of Persian
and Arabic Literature, he says he has not touched these
essays in spite of the wide authority given to him, and has
printed them as they are, for so they deserved to be.
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