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PREFACE

Some of the chapters of this volume originally
appeared as serial articles in The Modern Review,
from which they are reprinted by the kind
permission of its editor.

This volume contains many facts gleaned from
the records of Britishers to account for the rise of
the Christian Power in India—facts not referred
to in any work on Indian History of the British
period written by foreigners or Indians.
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RISE OF THE

Christian Power in India

CHAPTER XLII
The First Lord Minto’s Administration
( 1807-1813 A. D.)

The unjust and aggressive war on the Maratha
princes commenced by the Marquess Wellesley
had been brought to a close in a manner not
reflecting much credit either on the valour or on
the diplomatic skill of the Kuropean Christian
soldiers or administrators then in India. 'The
retreat of the troops under the command of
General  Monson  before  Holkar ; Lord Lake's
repeated  failures in  reducing the fort of
Bharatpur ; the restoration of the fortress of
Gwalior and the province of Gohud to the
Maharaja Sindhia ; and finally, the restoration of
his territories and possessions to Jeswant Rao
Holkar, did not certainly raise the prestige of the
European Christian generals and administrators in
India. The Marquess Wellesley had also pressed
the Maratha princes to.accept his nefarious scheme
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of Subsidiary Alliance. But excepting the Peishwa,
no other Maratha prince,—neither Sindhia nor
Holkar nor even the Raja of Berar, was willing to
place this yoke on his own neck. *

The sum total, then, of the second Maratha
war was this ; that the Raja of Berar and Sindhia
were made to part with some of their fertile
provinces, but they did not lose their independence
and were not reduced to the position of feudatory
princes, like the Nizam or the Peishwa, under the
protection of the British Government of India.
Holkar also was very fortunate, since he neither
lost his independence nor any portion of his
territory.

The British were then having a very critical
time in India. The charm of their military supremacy
was a thing of the past. They were the laughing
stock of all the independent states of India. + Then

* British prestige in India had indecd fallento avery
low cbb, and it is necessary to go back to the expedition
against the Marathas undertaken in the regime of Warren
Hastings to find a parallel to the heavy blow which had
been struck at British dominion in India. The ambitious
designs of the Eutopeans had heen frustrated.

+ Lord Minto, in his secret and scparate general letter
dated May 16, 1808, to the Directors of the East India
Company, concerning the disposition of the native states,
wrote :—

“We have cvery reason to believe that all the states of
India are satisfied of our disinclination to extend our
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their throwing overboard the princes of Rajputana,
especially the Rana of Gohud, who had rendered
them assistance in their hour of need and without
whose help they would have, in all probability.
been swept out of the country, notonly amounted
to base ingratitude but bad faith of a diabolical
character. Of course their designs regarding the
native states, given expression to by Sir George
Barlow already referred to in Chapter XI. were
not known to the ruling princes of India.

dominions or {0 invade their rights, and of our solicitude
to maintain peace. But those states of which the power
and dominion have been abridged, or of which the influence
has been circumscribed and against which the field of
ambition and enterprise has been closed by the political
position of the British power and ascendancy in India,
cannot reasonably be supposed to entertain that sense of
common interest with the British Government which
should induce them to prefer the seccurity of their actual
condition to the alluring prospect of restored possessions,
consequence, and authority. And demonstrations of the
dangers to which their authority and independence would
be exposed by the ambition of France would have little
weight when opposed to the assurance of restoration to
the dominion they have lost.

“With states of another description, engagements of
co-operation might mno doubt be formed, provided
these engagements should involve obligations of defensive
alliance against all enemies. Of such alliances there is too
much reason to doubt thesefficiency and policy.”
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The inhabitants of the territories then under
the administration of the British Company were
groaning under the pressure of taxation imposed on
them. It should be remembered that England never
spent a single farthing for the acquisition of India.
The empire which the British have built for them-
selves in India was brought into existence wholly
and solely at the cxpense of the treasure of the
natives of India and mainly of their blood, too.

But not only did India pay for all these wars
which enabled the British to establish their empire,
but all the surplus revenue of India was drained
out of the country to pay dividends to the Christian
merchants constituting the Kast India Company.
Even a writer of such liberal sentiments as James
Mill, the well-known author of an Indian History,
did not feel ashamed to say :

“The financial results of the operations of Government
from the close of the first administration of the Marquis
Cornwallis, till the present remarkable era, (1. e, 1806 ),
should now be adduced. As regards the British nation, it
is in these results that the good or evil of its operations in
India is wholly 10 be found. JIf Indiaaffords a surplus
revenue which can be sent to England, thus far is India
benefictal to Enyland.” ( Vol. VL p. 471)

But the wars which the Marquess Wellesley
carried on, did not afford a surplus revenue which
could be sent to KEngland. It was on that account
that the Directors of the East India Company in
England ordered their Governor-General in India to
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cease from war, and on his persisting in it, they
were obliged to order his recall from India.

When Lord Minto arrived in India, the finances
of the Government were tottering under the burden,
imposed upon them by the Maratha war*

*  Lord Minto left England for India in December 1806
and assumed the reins of Governinent at Calcutta on July
3,1807. He was a friend of Burke. Lady Minto in her
work on Lord Minto in India writes :—

“Lord Minto’s early and intimate connection with Burke
was the keynote of his political career. For that great man
he formed an enthusiatstic affection which was returned
with so much tenderness and confidence that, when
indulging after long years in a retrospect of their old
friendship, he was able to say. ‘I believe I was among those
whom Burke loved best, and most trusted.’

“It was no doubt due to Sir (ilbert's ardent sympathy
with the views and the labours of his friend that in 1782
he was designated as onc of the seven Parliamentary
Directors ( the seven kings, as they were called) to
be appointed under the provisions of Mr. Fox's India Bill.

“The measure was lost, and as with it collapsed the
ministry and the reign of the Whig party, the honour was
a barren one ; but his first appearance on the political stage
in a leading part was nevertheless destined w be connected
with the interests of India. Two sessions had passed since
he and Mirabeau stood together at the Bar of the House of
Commons to listen to the great tribune of England, when
Sir Gilbert himself made his first important effort in that
formidable assembly, and moved the impeachment of Sir
Elijah Impey in a speech which elicited the warm admirae
tion of its most illustrious members.
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Such was the critical situation of the British
during the latter half of the first decade of the
nineteenth century. Their prestige as a military
nation was as its lowest ebb ; their treasuries were
empty and their public credit was shaken.

“In the following year he became one of the managers
in the trial of Warren Hastings. ‘His earnest desire, he
saidin his opening speech on that occassion, ‘to befriend
the natives of India had decided him to undertake a busi-
ness in many respects most uncongenial to his nature.” But
another determining cause was the urgency with which
Burke besought him to throw off his modesty, ‘his only
fault’, and the warmth of encouragement which hailed his
opening effort. A note written in December 1787 and sent
to Sir Gilbert witha book intended to be of use to him
while engaged in the preparation of his charge against Sir
Elijah Impey, ends thus :

‘Grod bless you and forward your good undertaking. Stick
toit. You have years before you, and if I were of your
age, and had your talents and your manners, I should not
despair of seeing India a happy country in a few years.

Yours Ever,
E. Burkg.

To understand his Indian policy, it is necessary to know
something of his antecedents before his assumption of the
office of Governor-General of India. Happily, the details of
his pre-Indian career are supplied by the three volumes of
his Lafe and Letters from 1752 to 1806 by his great niece,
the Countess of Minto, published in 1874.

Although Lord Minto wasa great friend of Burke, that
friendship came to an end on the outbreak of the French
Revolution. Henceforth he paid homage to Pitt, into whose
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Lord Minto had to devise means for the defence
of India. It should be remembered that at the time
of which we are taking note, there was the possibi-
lity of rebellion of the inhabitants in the terri-
tories under the administration of the Europeans
as well as of invasion of those territories
by the independent powers of India, and possi-
bly also by the sovereign of Afghanistan. Lord
Minto fully understood the position and took mea-
sures to avert the dangers which stared the Euro-
peans in the face.

It is necessary to describe the measures adopted
by him, which saved the expulsion of his co-religion-
ists and compatriots from India.

First of all, there was the possibility, as said
before, of the inhabitants of those territories which
were then under the administration of the British,
rising in arms against the alien usupers of their

confidence he wormed himself. He had been offered the
Governorship of Madras, but declined it. But Pitt rewarded
his adhesion to him by appointing him Viceroy of Corsica, a
post which he held till 1796. Afterwards he was appointed
minister at Vienna and held the post until the end of 1801.

Pitt was no Little Englander. He was desirous of found-
ing a British Empire in India to compensate for the loss
of America. As a confidential friend and protege of Pitt,
in all human probability, he was thoroughly acquainted
with Pitt’s views and so during his administration he tried
to give effect to those views. This explains his vigorous
foreign policy while ruling India.
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rights and independence, and driving them out of
the country. To prevent this contingency arising
the FEuropeans acted on the maxim of divide
et impera ; and also generally excluded Indians from
offices of trust and posts of responsibility. But
there was something worse. The state of disorder
then existing in Bengal wax such that it could not
have been worse it Lord Minto and his predecessors
had deliberately devised means to prevent the people
from uniting, on the assumption that in the miseries
of the natives of [ndin lay the strength of their
European rulers and that it was thereiore necessary
to create distractions, disorder and confusion among
them. There is, of course, no proof to show that
dacoits werce let loose among them, or that dacoities
were encouraged. But there arve also no records to
show that any effective steps were taken to prevent
dacoities. Lord Dufferin, in his famous speceh at
St. Andrew’s Dinner, Calentta, on the 30th of
November, 1888, said :— )

“Indeed, it was only the other day that T was veading a
life of Lord Minto, who mentions incidentally that in his
time whole districts within twenty miles of Calentta wope
at the mercy of dacoits, and this after the English had boop
more than fifty years in the oceupation of Bengal.”

But Lord Dufferin did not offor any explanation
for the cxistence of dacoits and the perpetration of
dacoities in Bengal. [t should be remembered that
the natives of England had®been ruling in Bengal
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-ever since their gaining the battle of Plassey in
1757. They had established their supremacy there
for above half a century, and yet it is a significant
fact that dacoits thrived and flourished there when
Lord Minto was the Governor-General.*

Regarding the dacoits and their offences, James
Mill writes :—

“This class of offences did not diminish under the Eng-
lish (tovernment and its legislative provisions. It increased,
1o a dearee highly disgraceful to the legislation of a civiliz-
ed people. It increased under the English Government, not
only to a degree of whirh there seems to have been no exam-
ple wnder the native (forernments of Iulia. but to a degree
surpassing what was ever witnessed in any country in which
lave ond yorernment rould with any degree of propriety be
saud to erist”” (V. 387).

From the sentences we have put in italics, it
might be possible for a historian to suggest that the

* To be fair to Lord Minto. it is necessary to say
that the dacoits were not brought intn existence by him :
but the dacoits and the dacoities were the vesults of the
so-called judicial  reforms of the Marguess Cornwallis.
There ean be no doubt that the Marquess Cornwallis
introduced  these  so-called  reforms  with the object of
creating distractions in India. Lord Minto took advantage
of the state of affairs then prevailing in the territories
under his administration, and it does not appear that he
ever took such effective  steps to cither bring the dacoits
to book or to prevent the dacoitics from taking place as
were undertaken by his successor. the Marquess of
‘Hastings. to ostensibly ctush the Pindarees.
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British Government of India of that period had a
hand in encouraging dacoits for the purposes al-
ready mentioned above. But in the absence of
positive proof, we would not go so far. We would
only say that effective steps were not taken to put
down or even to discourage dacoities.

Sir Henry Strachey, one of the British judges
in India in the beginning of the nineteenth century,
also wrote :—

“The crime of dacoily has, I believe, increased greatly.
stnce the British administration of justice.”

In 1808, the judge of circuit in the Rajeshahye
division also wrote :—

“That dacoity is very prevalent in Rajeshaliye has
been often stated. But if its vast extent were known ;
if the scenes of horror. the murders, the burnings, the
excessive cruelties. which are continually perpetrated
here, were properly represented to Government, I am
confident that some incasures would be adopted. to re-
medy the evil Yet the situation of the people s not suffi-
ciently attended to. It rannot be denied, that, in point of
fact, there is no protection for persons or properly.”

Mr. Dowdeswell, the Secretary to Governtnent,
reported in 1809, that :—-

“To the people of India there is no protection, either of
persons or of property.”

Regarding the operations of the dacoits, James
Mill truly observed :—

“Such is the military strength of the British Govern—
ment in Bengal, that it could sexterminate all the in-



THE FIRST LORD MINTO'S ADMINISTRATION 11

habitants with the utmost ease ; such at the same time
i8 its cevil weakness, that it is unable to save the commu-
nity from running into that extreme disorder where the
villain is more powerful to intimidate than the Govern-
ment to protect.” (V. p; 410).

Would it be very unfair to infer from the
above extracts that it was not the policy of the
Government of those days to protect the people
against the dacoits, for the prosperity and welfare,
and consequent strengh of the people meant danger
to the alien, unsympathetic and selfish rulers of the
land during that period ? This was the state of
affairs in India after over half-a-century’s adminis-
tration of the country by the servants of the
East India Company. *

* [t 18 necessary to give Lord Minto’s explanation

of the existence of dacvits and the perpetration of dacoities.
In a letter to Lady Minto, extracts from which are given
in “Lord Minto in India” (page 185), Lord Minto wrote :—

“They ( the dacoits ) have of late come within thirty
miles of Barrackpore. The crime of gang robbery has
at all times, though in different degrees, obtained a foot-
ing in Bengal. The prevalence of the offence, occasioned
by its success and impunity, has been much greater in
this civilised and flourishing part of India. than in the
wilder territories adjoining, which have not enjoyed so
long the advantages of a regular and legal government ;
and it appears at first sight mortifying to the
English administration of these provinces, that our oldest
possessions should be the worst protected against the-
evils of lawless violence. *
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possessions should be the worst protected against the
exils of lawless violence. -
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A vpassing allusion must be made here to the
tone adopted by all British writers on Indian
history while speaking of the benefits conferred
by their rule on the people of India. These writers
are never tired of describing, by mainly indenting
on their imagination, the so-called anarchy alleged
to have prevailed in India on the break-up of the
Moghul Empire. But so far they have not adduced

“It has been said that the prosperity and undisturbed
tranquillity of these lower provinces, which have never
seen war within their limits during the present generation
of their inhabitants, that is to say, for half a century, have
afforded two inducements to the desperate associations
which have so constantly haragsed them under the name
of dacoits. First, the riches of the country have presented
the temptation of good plunder. Second, the long security
which the country has enjoyed from foreign enemies, and
the consequent loss of martial habits and character, have
made the people of Bengal so timid and enervated, that
no resistance is to be apprehended in the act, nor punish-
ments afterwards. There have, however, certainly been
other more specific causes for the extraordinary prevalence
of the crime at particular quarters. Among these has been
the nature of our judicial and police establishments. The
judge and magistrate is an English gentleman ; but all his
subordinate officers and instruments are necessarily native.
The probity and good intention of the English magistrate
may in general be relied upon ; but his vigilance, personal
activity, intelligence, or talents, are not equal in all cases
to his integrity. The consequence often is, that the practi-
-cal and efficient part of the police is cast upon the black
subaltern officers, amongst whont, it is hardly too much to
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any evidence to prove that anarchy existed in
India previous to the assumption of the Govern-
ment of Bengal by the British. During the last
days of the Moghul Empire, while that empire was
in extremis, military adventurers and also the
servants of the Moghul Emperors tried to dismem-
ber the empire and succeeded in setting up in-
dependent kingdoms in several provinces of India.

say, although it sounds like an uncharitable partiality to
my own fair complexion, that there is scarcely an exception
{0 universal venality and corruption.”

There is a proverb current in India that whosoever goes
to Lanka (Coylon) turns a cannibal. So it was no wonder
that Lord Minto, who, as Sir Gilbert Elliot, was a friend
of Burke, had moved the impeachment of Sir Elijah Impey
and been one of the managers of the trial of Warren
Hastings, should, after breathing the atmosphere of the
Anglo-Indian society of India, have nourished uncharitable
feelings towards the people of india, and libelled and abused
them to his heart’s content. It is natural for Anglo-Indians
to eredit their countymen with whatever good {traits they
discover in the administration of India, and impute the
faults to the native Indian officers or natives of the country
whenever anvthing goes wrong in the government of this
country. Yes, Indianus are made scapegoats for all crimes
of omission and commission in Indian affairs ! The British
officers—those who constituted the class whom Lord Minto’s
dececased friend Burke described as ‘birds of prey and
passage in India’, who came out to India to shake the
pagoda trce and grow rich and on their return to their
native country to play “Nabobs”, were all immaculate
beings and therefore “the prvbity and good intentions of the
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It was in this manner that Asaf Jah at Haidarabad
and Saadat Khan in Qude established their inde-
pendent principalities. But there was no anarchy
or internal disorder anywhere. There was no doubt
some bloodshed, for no independent principality
could have been brought into existence without
waging wars and fighting battles. But it can be
proved from historical facts that there were more
wars and battles in Europe during the 18th, and the
beginning of the 19th century—in fact till the
defeat and capture of Napoleon at Waterloo—than
in India at the time when the Moghul Empire was
tottering to pieces, or independent principalities

English magistrate may in general be relied upon.” Lord
Minto was a believer in the myth that the co-religionists
and compatriots of Clive and Warren Hastings were. like
Ceasar’s wife. above all suspicion.

In some of the extracts made above, it is admitted that
in the territories ruled hy Native princes there was not such
anarchy as in the adjoining British territory. Yet these
Native territories had subordinate officers derived from
the same class of Indians as that from which the corres-
ponding class of the Indian scrvants of the East India
Company were drawn. Had the Company then the mis-
fortune of attracting to its service a very much larger
proportion of rascals than were drawn to the service of
the Native princes ? In Lord Minto’s opinion, British
territory was richer than the adjoining native territory,
and that was one cause of the dacoities in the British terri-
tory. But where are the proofs of this superior wealth ? That
British subjects were emasculatéd is a damaging admission.
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and states were being rajsed by the disloyal ser-
vants of the Moghul Emperors or by the Marathas
sor Rajputs. But the rulers of all these newly
established states made it a principal object of their
administration to be acquainted with the wants
and desires of their subjects and to afford pro-
tection to their persons and properties. It cannot
be said that anarchy or internal disorder existed
in any form or shape in these newly raised in-
dependent states. But this cannot be said of the
British rulers of that age and the territories under
their administration. It seems that they never
cared for the welfare or prosperity of their subjects
whose persons and properties they never took any
step to protect.

It is also a singular fact that distractions and
disorders commenced to appear in the different
states of India not very long after the British
established themselves as a political power in
Bengal. 1t may hence be presumed that the Euro-
peans sent emissaries to the states and principali-
ties of Indian India to create distraction and con-
fusion and disorder in them in order that they
might be able to extend their power. It was the
Europeans who helped the Nawab Vizir of Oude
to murder in cold blood the brave inhabitants of
Rohilkhand.

So then, though it may not have been a matter
-of political expediency during the administration of
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Lord Minto not to give peace or afford security to.
the persons and properties of the inhabitants of
the territories then under the rule of the Kast
India Company, such peace and security were not
enjoyed by them.

But the rising in arms of Indians of their own
territories against their tyrannical rule was not the
only danger which the British had to apprehend.
The Marathas had been defeated but not altogether
crushed. It was quite possible for them to combine
again and take revenge on their British persecutors
and aggressors. The persecutions to which Holkar
had becn subjected for so many years, the
disappointments which he had met with, told on
his health and he went out of his mind and
became insane in 1808. Holkar was an ambitious
prince and his becoming insane was very fortunate
for the British at this ecritical period of their
existence in India. So Lord Minto had no fear
from Holkar. The character of Jeswant Rao Holkar
has been thus described by Captain Grant Duff.
He writes :—

“The chief feature of Jeswant Rao Holkar’s character
was that hardy spirit of energy and enterprise  which,
though, like that of his countrymen, boundless in success,
was also not to be discouraged by trying reverses. He was
likewise better educated than Marathas in general, and
could write both the Persian language and his own: his
manner was frank, and could be courteous . . . In
person his stature was low, but he was of a verylactive
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strong make ; though his complexion was dark, and he
had lost an eye by the accidental bursting of a match lock,
the expression of his countenance was not disagreeable,
and bespoke something of droll humor, as well as of
manty boldness.” (P. 606 )

The derangement of the intellect of such a
prince was not a small gain to the British, who
were further fortunate when it was settled that the
government of Holkar’'s dominions should be
administered by a regency controlled by Ameer
Khan, but under the nominal authority of Tulsibai,
the favourite mistress of Jeswant Rao. On the
death of Jeswant Rao, she adopted Mulhar Rao
Holkar, a boy of four years of age, and in his
name, continued to govern.

Ameer Khan was a Pathan soldier of fortune,
and a leader of those men who were known in
Indian history as Pindaries. The position which
Ameer Khan came to occupy in the government
of Holkar’s dominion was an event highly favour-
ble to the cause of the British. Captain Drant
Duff writes : -

“Ameer Khan was  soon recalled to Rajputana in the
prosceution of his own views, which were solely bent
upon the extention of predatory power for the interest
of himself and his ferocious band of Pathans.......... ‘When
it suited his  views of plunder, Ameer Khan sometimes
advaneed claims in Holkar’'s name but those elaims were
not pressed where the consequences might involve the state
of Ilolkar with the British Government.” ( P. 607 ).

The words put in italics in the above, extract

D]
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clearly show how anxious Ameer Khan was to be
in the good graces of the Christian Government of
India. He further served as its cat’spaw by not
bringing about order and good government in the
state of which he was the virtual dictator. Grant
Duff writes :—

“The Government, if such if may be designated, of
Holkar was alternately swayed by two factions, the

Marathas and the Pathans, who were constantly
intriguing against each other, and nothing could exceed the

N

state of anarchy which prevailed ‘throughout the country’.

This was exactly what suited the purpose of
the British rulers. For the same historian writes,
that

“Tt was expected that their ( the Maratha Chiefs’ )
domestic wars, the plunder of their neighbours, and the
fear of losing what they possessed, would deter them
from hostile proceedings against the British Government.”

So then it would not require much exercise of
one’s intelligence to infer that all the distractions
and anarchy in the Holkar's Government, may have
been created through the instrumeatality of Ameer
Khan and served the selfish ends of the British.
From the Government of Holkar there was no
danger to the Company; nay, on the contrary, from
the fact that Ameer Khan was the virtual dictator
of that state, they expected help and assistance from
him to keep their position secure in India.

But from the other Maratha princes, especially
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Sindhia, there was the danger of invasion of their
territories. The frontiers of British India were at
this time contiguous tothose of the Maratha princes,
22x., the Raja of Berar and the Maharaja Sindhia
Both these princes had been defeated by the British
Government and made to part with a large portion
of their dominions. It was not impossible that these
princes would take revenge on the Britishers, since
vengeance sleeps long but never dies. It was abso-
lutely necessary, therefore, that steps should be
taken to prevent Sindhia, known to have been an
ambitious prince, as well as the Raja of Berar from
committing any mischief in British India. The
finances of the Company were not such as to have
allowed them to maintain a large army to guard
their frontiers against the inroads of any of the
Maratha princes. It seems to us that the British
effected their own safety by creating distractions
and disorders in the states of the Maratha Princes,
not only by sending their own emissaries into those
states, but keeping in their pay, as well as en-
couraging the Pindaries. We have arrived at this
opinion by taking into consideration the facts and
circumstances described below.

The Marquess Wellesley never concealed the
fact that he desired to create distractions in the
dominions of Dowlut Rao Sindhia when he was
going to war with Tippu and trying to impose his
scheme of subsidiary dlliance on the neck of the
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Peishwa. At that time Dowlut Rao Sindhia was im
the Deccan and it was considered necessary by the
Governor-General that that Prince should return to
Hindustan. To effect this, he did not scruple to
instruet his subordinates to devise means and send
emissaries to that prince’s dominion to stir up dis-
tractions. Again, when he wanted to go to war
with the Maratha confederates, he instructed General
Lake, then in the Upper Provinces, to send emis-
saries to Sindhia's territories for the sole purpose
of creating disorder. 1t is evident from the Mar-
quess Wellesley’s published despatches that, that
Governor-General indulged in conspiracies and intri-
gues against Dowlut Rao Sindhia. It is therefore
not unreasonable to presume that at this critical
period of their history in India, the British rulers
should have also adopted the very same means
which the Marquess Wellesley had done with such
marked success not very long ago. In this connec-
tion, Sir George Barlow’s policy—“a policy, which
declaredly looks to the disputes and wars of its
neighbours, as one of the chief sources of its (British
Government’s) security”’—should not be lost sight of.

Moreover, an embassy had been despatched to.
Persia under Sir John Malcolm with the avowed
object of instigating the Mohamedan severeign of
that country to invade the territory of a friendly,
and besides a Mohamedan prince, that is, of Afgha-
nistan, to prevent the lafter from ever giving



THE FIRST LORD MINTO'S ADMINISTRATION 21

trouble to the Kuropeans in India. We shall have
occasion to refer to this Persian embassy later on.
What we want here to emphasize is this, that while
steps had been taken to prevent an independent
power several thousands of miles away from the
frontiers of British India from giving any trouble
to the British Government, was it probable that
precautionary measures should have been neglec-
ted against the inroads of the Maratha princes,
especially when we remember the fact that they
had been wronged and injured and were therefore
expected to take revenge on the Government of
India ? The frontiers of British India and of the
territories under the administration of the Maratha
princes were contiguous and therefore it was much
easier for the latter to always harass and give
endless trouble to the British than for the Afghan
govereign to cross rocky passes and march
through deserts before he could reach the
British territories in India. The very existence of
distractions and disorders in the dominions of the
Maratha princes should lead us to suspect that
these were mostly the work of the emissaries of
the British Government.

It was not only by means of emissaries that
the Kuropeans created all these distractions, but it is
also most probable thatthe services of the Pindaries
were also utilised for bringing about this miserable
state of affairs in the Maratha states. It is not
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necessary here to devote much space to tracing the
origin of the Pindaries. Regarding them Professor
H. H. Wilson writes :—

“The Pindaries, as a body of irregular horse, serving
without pay, and receiving in lieu of it, license to plunder,
appear to have originated in the South of India, constitu-
ting an element in the composition of the armies of the
last Muhammadan dynasties of the Deccan. After their
downfall, the services of the Pindaries were transferred
to the Marathas with whom they served against Aurang-
zeb, and at a still later date, after that event, their
leaders settled chiefly in Malwa, and attaching themselves
respectively to Sindhia and Holkar, became distinguished
as Sindhia Shahi, and Holkar Shahi Pindaries, receiving
grants of land chiefly in the vicinity of the Nerbudda,
for the maintenance of themselves and their followers in
time of peace, on the condition of gra.tuitous co-operation
in time of war.”

The Pindaries thus appear to have been a sort of
unpaid militia whose services were required only
intime of war ; at other times they used to lead the
lives of peaceful cultivators. Lest these Pindaries
should give trouble to the Europeans, it would seem
that they were subsidised by them not only to keep
them out of their territories, but also to create
distractions in the dominions of the Maratha princes.
That at one time at least the Pindaries were subsi-

dised by the Company appears very clearly from
the despatches of the Duke of Wellington. Dating
his letter from camp, twelve miles north of the
Gutpurba, 29th Mareh, 1803 the Duke of Wellington
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(at that time Major General the Hon. Arthur
Wellesley ) wrote to Lieut. General Stuart :—

“T enclose the translation of a paper, which, with the
concurrence and advice of Major Malcolm, I have given
to Appah Saheh’s Vakeel.

“He has had three thousand Pindaries in his service,
to whom he gave no pay and who subsisted by plundering
the Raja of Kolapoor. In order that all these chiefs may
come forward in the cervice of the Peishwa at the
present crisis, [ have prevailed upon them to cease
hostilities and, of course, Appa Saheb’s Pindaries can no
longer subsist upon the plunder they might require in the
territory of the Raja of Kolapoor  * * * [Ifhe (the
Peishwon ) should not approve of retaining them, they may
either be discharged, or may be employed in the plunder of
the ememy without poy, according to edreumstances : and at
all events, supposing that his Highness should refuse to pay
their exnenses. ... .. the charye to1he Company will be trifling
n comparison with the benefit which this detachinent must
derive from keeping this body of DPindaries out of Holkar’s
services, and from cutting off our communications 14th the
the army.” *

From the words put in italics in the above
extracts, the motive which prompted the future Iron
Duke to subsidize the Pindaries is quite evident.
The reasons which the Hon. Arthur Wellesley
urged for bribing the Pindaries applied with equal
force to the critical situation in which the Govern-
ment of TIndia found itself during the Governor-
Generalship of Tird Minto. It is not therefore

* Duke of Wellington’s deapatches, Vol. I, pp. 120-121.
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improbable that the same means should have also
been adopted in Lord Minto’s time which the Hon.
Arthur Wellesley had advocated years previously
to have the Pindaries “emploved in the plunder of
the enemy without pay’. Thatthese Pindaries were
in the pay of the Company scems highly probable
from an incidental circumstance mentioned in a
foot-note by Captain Grant Duff in his history of
the Marathas. That Christian author writes :

" “Fora long time they ¢ Pindaries ) respected the persons
of the British subjects, to which the author ( Captain Grant
Duff) can bear testimony. having accidentally passed
through a body of Pindaries in tae middle of a night when
they had committed cxcesses : and to him, though unarmed

and unattended. they offerel neither molestation nor
insult.”

The only explanation for the Pindaries refraining
from molesting or in<ulting British subjects woule
lie in the hypothesis that the Pindaries were in the
pay of the Company and therefore were bound not
to molest or insult them. But those who sow the
wind, reap the whirl-wind. The Pindaries atter all
commenced raids in the provinces of British India.
Captain Grant Duff writes :--

“For some time, until the districts in Malwa, Marwar,
Mewar, and the whole of Rajputana were exhausted, and
the Pindaries were excited to venture on more fertile finlds,
their ravages were chiefly confined to those countries
and Berar; ... But even had no other causes arisen to
excite the Pindaries to extend, their depredations, it wad
Impossible, in thestate in which India was left, by the
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half measures and selfish policy adopted by the British
‘Government, that any part of it could long remain exempt
from predatory inroad. The Rajput states were overrun by
Amir Khan, Sindhia, Holkar and the Pindaries ; and the
territorics of Sindhia and Holkar, intermixed as they were
in Malwa, at the hawnds of a powerful and lawless
goldicry. soon became like Rajputana. common prey.”
(P. 611.)

The “selfish policy,”, as shown in the words of
Sir George Barlow quoted on a previous page, was
the policy adopted by the British to maintain their-
“security” in India. It has also been hinted at
before, that this “selfish policy” must have dictated
the British to pay and instigate the Pindaries to create
-distractions in the states of the non-Christian
princes of [ndia. Of course, all the Pindardes and
their leaders were not bribed and subsidized. The
policy was to play off one against the other, and
so acting on this policy, they would have only
favored a few in order to excite the jealousies of
‘the others and succeed in inducing them to cut each
other's throats. It scems almost certain that Ameer
Khan was one of those whom the British subsidized,
since he was an intelligent and powerful freebooter
and had also a large following. To this circums-
tance, perhaps, is to be attributed the fact of his
never committing raids in the adjacent territories
of British Tndia.

The provinces then under the administration of
tthe Company in [ndia: were after all, not free from
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the ravages of the Pindaries. [t was towardsthe close
of Lord Minto’s rule, that is, about the year 1812,
that the Pindaries tirst made their appearance in
British India. The real reasons for their raids in
the British territories cannot be very definitely and
with certainty stated. [t may be, as Captain Grant
Duff writes, that the Pindaries, after having ex-
hausted the districts of the native states, “were
encouraged and excited to venture on more fertile
fields.” But we suspect that it was the withdrawal
of the wsubsidy of certain Pindari leaders which
might have prompted them to commit ravages in
the British territories. It is also not impossible
that the Pindaries were secretly encouraged by the
independent native princes to make raids on the
British provinces, as a retaliatory measure against
what they had suffered at the hands of the Christian
Government of India.

The fact being remembered that the Pindaries
were a sort of irregular militia, who, in time of
peace, cultivated their fields or followed their own
professions, and that their services were only re-
quisitioned as camp followers in time of war to
plunder and annoy the enemy's country and army,
the question naturally arises why after the termina-
tion of the second Maratha war, the Pindaries,
instead of leading their peaccful avocations, wore
always in a state of perpetual warfare and created
distractions, disorder, confulion and anarchy in
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the dominions of the principal native princes, with
whom not very long azo the Europeans had been at
war? Does not this very fact suggest the answer
that the Pindaries were encouraged and bribed by
the Europeans to create distractions in the native
states, in order that the Kuropeans might enjoy
sccurity in the territories then under their ad-
ministration ?

Ameer Khan, as has been already said  before,
was in the pay of the Europcans. He never crossed
swords with, or gave trouble to, the latter.* Never-
theless, they at one time were desirous to crush
him, when he invaded the dominion of the Raja
of Berar. It was not out of any love for the Raja
that the Europcans came to his rescue, but it was
political expediency which prompted them to adopt
the course which they did. Ameer Khan's reasons
for invading the Raja of Berar's territory are thus
set forth by Professor H. H. Wilson in his edition
of Mill's History of India, Vol. VII, p. 216 :—

“Left without control by the insanity of Holkar, keep-
ing together a numerous body of troops. for the payment
of which he possessed no means of his own. Amir Khan,
after exhausting the resources of the Rajput princes, was
compelled to look abroad for plunder, and enlarge the

* This, of course, does not wefer to the period when
Jeawant Rao Holkar was at war with the British. Even
then, Ameer Khan seems to have been in secret under-
standing with them.
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field of his depredations. The Raja of Berar was selected
as the victim of his necessities.

“In the commencement of his political career, Jeswant
Rao Holkar had been detained for some time as a prisoner
at Nagpur, and according to his own assertion, was
pillaged by the Raja of jewels of very great value. Ameer
Kbhan now demanded, in the name of Holkar, the restitu-
tion of the jewels or their price; and, as the demand
was not complied with, he moved, in January 1809, to

the frontiers of Berar with all his force. No serious
opposition was offered to Ameer Khan's advance.
* * * *

“Although not bound by the terms or the exisung
treaty to give military aid to the Raja of Nagpur agawnst
his enemies, yet the aggression of Amir Khan was con-
sidered by the Bengal Government to mean its vigorous
interposition. There were grounds for suspecting that his
movements were not unconnected with the discontent of
the Subahdar of Hyderabad : and although the assertions
of his envoys at Nagpur. that their masters had been
induced to invade the country by the invitation of the
Nizam, who had offered to defray the cost of a still more
formidable armament. might not be deserving of implicit
credit, yet the known sympathies of the parties rendered
such a league hetween them far from improbable, The
interests of the British power were, therefore, implicated
with those of the Raja of Berar.”

The Nizam, it should be remembered, was merely
a puppet in the hands of the Company. That he
should have ventured to have taken such a step
a8 that attributed to him in the above passage,
without the knowledge or connivance of the British
Resident at his court, seems very highly improbable.
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It appears to us that the Nizam had been inspired
by the Europeans at his court to intrigue with,.
and invite Ameer Khan to invade the Raja of
Berar’s territory, in order first to ruin that Pathan
soldier of fortune and secondly to inveigle the Raja
of Berar in the scheme of subsidiary alliance.
Ameer Khan, although in the pay of the British,
was an able and intelligent man. He was a tall
poppy, and as such, although he had proved of
great service to the Europeans, the latter would
have been only too delighted to see his downfall
and death.

Un the other hand, the Raja of Berar, although
not a strong prince, was a Maratha and smarting
under the insults and injuries he had been subjected
to by the British, and thus it was not an im-
possible or improbable thing for the Raja to con-
spire against them, since vengeance sleeps long,
but mnever dies. At the time when the war was
going to be declared against Holkar, it is alleged
that the Raja of Berar was intriguing with Holkar
against the British. At that time the Government
of India pressed the Raja to enter into the scheme
of subsidiary alliance with them. In the despatch
of the Governor-General in Council to the Houor-
able the Secret Committee of the Honorable the
Court of Directors, dated Fort William, March 24th,.
1805, it is stated:—

On the following day the Resident desired the atten-
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dance of one of the Raja's principal ministers for the
purpose of conversing with him on the several topics con-
nected with the Governor-General's recent instructions.

* * * *

“The Resideni proceeded to state to him the advan-
tages which the Raja might be expected to derive from
his admission to the benefits of the general defensive
alliance.

“The arguments employed by the Resident to convinee
the minister of the advantages of the proposed arrange-
ments were founded principally on the dangers to which
the government and the dominions of the Raja would
be exposed under the circumstances in  which the
several states of India might be experted to be placed
by the successful issue of the contest with Jeswant Rao
Holkar, observing that the hordes of frechooters, whom our
guccess would deprive of immediate employment, would
direct their depredations against the territories of those
gtates which possessed the least efficient means of defence :
that the principal states of India being connected by
terms of the most intimate alliance with the British
Government, which was bound to protect them, these
freehooters would probably seek subsistence by plunder-
ing the territories of the Raja of Berar, and that llis
Highness must be sensible of the inadequacy of his own
military resources to protect his country against the
ravages to which it would thus be exposed.

“The Resident concluded by contrasting the danger and
embarassment of the Raja’s future situation with the
security and prosperity of those states which were
connected with the British Government by the relations
of a defensive alliance, and the Resident having desired
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to communicate to the Raja the substance of the conversa-
tion, the minister withdrew.
* * * *

“The Resident, therefore, deemed it proper to obtain
an audience of the Raja for the purpose of conversing
personally with his Highness and of endeavouring by a
just repre<entation of the advantages of the arrangement
to indnce the Raja to propose its adoption.

“At this conferernce the Resident repeated the argu-
ments which he had employed in his conference with the
minister. The Raja acknowledged lus sense of the danger
to which his country would be exposed on the conclusion
of the war. but expressed a confidence in the adequacy
of his resources for the defence of his dominions against
common attacks, and stated his conviction that in a case
of imminent danger he might depend upon the support of
the British Government.

* * * *

“The Raja. however, continuing to manifest his reluc-
tance to the adoption of the proposed arrangement. the
Resident deemed it inconsistent with the spirit of his
instructions to pursue the subject with additional urgency.

* * * *

“It appeared to be more advisable to leave the Raja to the
operation of future erenls on his mind. and to trust
eaclusively to the object of obtaining the ronsent of the Raja
to the alliance : with this ew, the Resident was directed to
refrain from any further amitation of the question. x x

Reading the above, and especially the passages
put in italies, it is evident that the Europeans
must have earnestly prayed for some immirent
danger befalling the Rhja of Berar which would
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oblige him to seek their protection. Regarding
the anxiety of the Kuropeans for obtaining
the accession of the Raja of Berar to the all-
iance, it will not be straining one’s imagination too
much to predict that they must have taken means
to bring about such a state of affairs as would
threaten the very existence of the Raja of Berar. It
was not impossible then for them to have indirectly
induced Ameer Khan through their puppet the Niz-
am, to have attacked the Raja of Berar and then to
show tneir disinterestedness to have come to the
rescue of the latter so as to make him believe that
they werc histrue friends. [t was nodoubt double-
dealing. or, to quote the proverb, ‘hunting with the
hound and running with the hare.’ But without
double-dealing, without acting on the maxims and
suggestions of Machiavelli, it was impossible for the
Buropeans to obtain power and establish their
supremacy in India.

Ameer Khan protested against the Company
rendering aid to the Raja of Berar. Prof. H. H.
Wilson writes that .Ameer Khan,

“appealed with unanswerable justice, although with no-
avail, to the stipnlation of the existing treaty with Holkar
on whose hehalf he pretonded to act, which engaged that the
British Govegrnment would not in any manner whatever
interfere in his affairs : and......he argued that the conduct of
the Government was a manifest infraction of the treaty, and

a breach of the <olemn promises made to Jeswant Rao, that
it would not meddle with his claiths upon the Raja of Berar...
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These representations were no longer likely to he of
any weight.” (VII. 218 )

The British assembled an army to punish Ameer
Khan. That Pathan soldier of fortune had no heart
or perhaps it did not suit his policy, as he had been
in sccret understanding with them, to fight. On the
approach of the army led by the British officers
Ameer Khan precipitately retreated from the Raja
of Berar's territory.  The British also did not
pursuc him ; for,

*Atthough for a season,” writes Professor Wilson. vii. 220,
“it was in contemplation  to continue  military operations
until the  complete  destrnction  of Amir Khan's  power
shouid  have been  effected. yet the prolability  that the
proseention of thisx policy misht  lead to a protracted and
expensive  series of  hostilities  induced  the Governor-
(reneral 1o depart from his original  desiga. and content
himself with the  accomplishment  of the main  object of
the armament.  Their troops were thorefore  recalled to
their several stations i the Company's territorics and of
those of their allies.™*

s

Lord Minto feit “that an enterprising and ambitious
Musalman chief,.at the hed of a numerous army, irresistible
by any power except that of the Company, should not he
permitied to establish his  authority. on the ruinz of the
Raja’s dominions, over territories  contiguous  to those of
the Nizam, with whom community of religion, combined
with local power and resource, might lead to the formation
of projects probably not uncongenial to the mind of the
Nizam himself, and certainly consistent  with the views
and hopes of a powerful party in his court for the subver-
sion of the British alliance.” (Minto in India, p. 192).

3
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’

There were expeditions against some of the
petty chiefs of Bundelkhand and also a little war
in Travancore.

Thus, although Lord Minto considered the Indian
Empire safe either from the vebellion of the inhabi-
tants of the territories then under the administra-
tion of his countrymen, or from the ageression of
the Maratha princes, there was still apprehension
of invasion of India by some foreign power or
powers, For the first time in the history of British
India, the North-western Frontier assumed an import-
ance which it has ever since maintained in its ad-
ministration.

Lord Minto’s administration of India is noted
for its foreign policy and hence more than a pass-
ing allusion should be made to it.  But none of the
measures of his foreign policy originated with him.
He mercly carried out and gave effect to what had
already been initiated by the Marquess Wellesley.

The king of Afghanisthan had, during the ad-
ministration of Lord Minto, a grand opportunity of
invading India. But Marquess Wellesley had taken
steps which had the effect of paralysing the energi-
es and attempts on the part of that Afghan sover-
eign to invade Tndia with any certainty of success.
It was no longer now Zeman Shah who ruled the
turbulent Afghans ; it is certain that had that
prince been ruling in Afghanisthan during the ad-
ministration of India by Lord Minto, he would have
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made some attempts to take advantage of the critic-
al position of the British in India and invaded it.
The measures which the Marquess Wellesley had
initiated in preventing the Afghan sovereign from
ever invading India were also given full effect to
by Lord Minto. It was the Marquess Wellesley
who, to disable Zeman Shah from invading India,
sent an embassy to Persia and opened intrigues
with the inhabitants of Sindh and the Punjab pro-
vinces, which were at that time, nominally at least,
subject to the King of Cabul. Not very long after
his arrival in India, the Marquess Wellesley directed
his attention to cheecking the movements towards
India of the Afghan sovereign. With this object
in view he wrote to the Hon. Jonathan Duncan, at
that time Governor of Bombay, a letter dated Fort
William, Sth October, 1798, In this letter, he wrote :—

“T concur with you in thinking that the services of the
native agent whom yvou have appointed to reside at Bushire
may be useiully employed for the purpose mentioned in
that letter: and as the probability of the mvasion of
Hindnstan by Zeman Shah seems to increase, T am of
opinion that Mehdi Ali Khan cannot too soon commence
his operations at the court of Baba Khan,....... It would
certainly be a very desirable object to exeite such an alarm
in that quarter as may either induce the Shah to relinquish
his projected expedition. or may recall him <howld he have
uctually embarked on 1t.”

The words put in italics show how anxious the
Governor-Gieneral was to,prevent Zaman Shah from
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invading India. He was not content with what the
Governor of Bombay had done by sending an agent
to Bushire. He sent an embassy to Persia under
a British officer. It is an English saying that am-
bassadors are sent abroad to lie for their countries.
So lying was the principal mission of the British
ambassador despatched to the court of Persia. The
name of this ambassador was Captain (alterwards
the well-known Sir John) Malcolm. He was sent
to Persia towards the end of the year 1799. 1In his
letter of instructions dated William, 10th October,
1799, Colonel Kirkpatrick, military sccretary to the
Marquess Wellesley, wrote to Malcolm :—

*At Bombay you will be furnished by the Governor-
in-Council with copies of all the correspondence which
has passed between him and Mehdi Alli Khan, a native
agent employed for some time past by Mr. Duncan, under
the instructions of the Governor-General, in opening and
conducting a negotiation at the court of Persia with a
view to preventing Zemaun Shah from exccuting his fre-
quently renewed projects against Hindustan.”

% * * * *

“You will apprize the court of PPersia of your deputa-
tion as soon as possible after your arrival, either at Busso-
rah or at Bagdad, intimating in general terms, that the
object of it is to revive the good understanding and
friendship which anciently subsisted between the Persian
and the British Governments, It is not desirable that you
gshould he more particular with any person who may be
sent to meet you, or to ascertain the design of your mis-
gion : but if much pressed on the subject you may
signify, that among other things, you have been instructed
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to endeavour to extend and improve the commercial
intercourse between Persia and the British positions in
India.”

Of course, this was a pure and simple lie, for
such was not the real object of the mission. The
real object is disclosed in the letter; for. continued
Colonel Kirkpatrick :—

“The primary purpose of your mission is to prevent
Zemaun Shah from invading Hindustan : or should he
actually invade it, to oblige him, by alarming him for the
safety of his own dominions. to relinquish the expedition.
The next object of his lordship is to engage the court of
Persia to act vigorously and heartily against the French
in the event of their attempting at any time to penetrate
to India by any route in which it may be practicable for
the king of Persia to oppose their progress.

Such was the mission of Malcolm to Persia. He
was authorized to conclude a treaty with the king
of Permia,

“To engage to prevent Zemaun Shah, by such means as
shall be concerted between his Majesty.,” and Captain
Malcolm, “from invading any part of Hindustan, and in the
event of his crossing the Attock. or of the actual invasion
of Hindustan by that prince. the king of Persia to pledge
himself to the adoption of such measures as shall be
necessary for the purpose of compelling Zemaun Shah to
return immediately to the defence of his own dominions.”

To play the part of Judas, to betray a prince

of his creed and faith, the king of Persia was
tempted with & huge bribe.
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“The Company (so ran the article of the treaty) to engage
to pay to the King of Persia for this service, cither an annual
fixed subsidy of three lacs of rupees during the period that
this treaty shall continue in force, or a proportion, not
exceeding one-third, of such extraordinary expense as his
majesty shall at any time actually and bona fide incur for
the specific purposes stated in the foregoing article.”

It was necessary to create distractions in the
dominions of the Afghan sovereign. With this
object in view, Malcolm was written to :—

“In considering the different means by which Zemaun
Khan may be kept in check during the period required, you
will naturally pay due attention to those which may be
derived from the exiled brothers of that prince. now resi-
dent in Persia under the protection of Baba Khan. If
occasion should offer, you will cultivate a good understand-
ing with those princes, but you arc not to contract any posi-
tive engagements with them without the specific authority
of the Governor-General.”

Another instruction to Malcolm ran as follows :—

“You will endeavour during your residence at the court
of Baba Khan to obtain an accurate account of the strength
and resources of Zemaun Shah, and of his political
relations with his different neighbours, and to establish
some means of obtaining hereafter the most correct and
speedy information on the subject of his fyture intentions.
and movements.”

Thus it is clear that the secret object of Mal-
colm’s mission to Persia was to intrigue and

conspire against Zemaun Shah. It must be added
that all these intrigues and conspiracies were
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successful, for these brought about within a short
time the downfall of Zemaun Shah. In 1801, that
is, within less than two years after Malcolm’s
departure from India for Persia, Afghanistan was
the scene of bloodshed and murders and of political
revolutions. Zemaun Shah, whose name used to
inspire terror in the breasts of the English,
was no longer the sovereign of the Afghans. He
was deposed by his half-brother Mahmud, who put
out his eyes and placed him in close confinement
in the Bala Hissar at Kabul. He was released by
his whole brother Shah Suja, who dethroned
Mahmud.

These political revolutions in Afghanistan happen-
ing so soon after the embassy of Malcolm to Persia
bear a significance which no one possessing the
least insight into Occidental statecraft will fail
to take proper notice of. It is not straining one’s
imagination too much to say that the British very
dexterously manipulated the affairs of Afghanistan
through Persia in a manner which turned out very
beneticial to them.

Besides instigating the king of Persia to create
distractions in Afghanistan, Malcolm’s mission also
had in view the engaging of the court of Persia to
act in concert with the English against the French.
In the letter of instructions to Malcolm from which
extracts have been already given above, Colonel
Kirkpatrick wrote :— °
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“With respect to the second object of your mission
or the engaging of the cowrt of Persia to act eventually
against the French, his Lordship deems it unnecessary
to furnish you with any detailed instructions. 'The
papers with which you will be furnished, and your own
knowledge and reflection will suggest to you all the
arguments proper to be used for the purpose of couvine-
ing the court of Persia of the deep interest it has in
opposing the projects of that nation, and of inducing it
to take an active and decisive part against them.”

At the time of Marquess Wellesley, there was no
likelihood of the French intriguing with Persia and
of their invading India. But with that Frankophobia
which was so characteristic of the Irish Governor-
General, he negotiated with the king of Persia to
oppose the projects of the French which only exist-
ed in his imagination. But in the time of Lord
Minto, that the possibility was not so much of
French as of Russian designs on India, was fully be-
lieved in by the politicians and statesmen of England.
From this period, commences that era of Russo-
phobia which has proved a curse to the British rule
in India. This has stood i the way of Indian pros-
perity and good government of the country.

At the time when Lord Minto was the
Governor-General of India, the DBritish were afraid
of the invasion of India by the combined forces
of Russia "and France through Persia. Previous
to Lord Minto’s arrival in lodia Russia was
the friend and ally of England. But, writes Sir
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John Kaye (ZLives of Indian Officers, vol. L
p. 169) :—

“Russia had ceased to be our friend and ally. She had
been fichting for dear life against the growing power of
Napoleon, and we had hoped that she would aid us in.
our efforts to checkmate France in the East. But the
peace of Tilsit, as if by magic, changed all this. After the
bloody fights of Eylan and Friedland the two armies had
fraternised. and the two emperors had embraced each other
on a raft floating on the surfacc of the river Niemen.
Among the vast projects of conquest which they then
formed was a conjoint campaign “contre les possessions de
la compagnic des Inde.” The territories of the East India
Company were to be divided between these two great con-
tinental potentates. It was believed that the attack would
be made by land rather than by sea, and that Persia
would become a basis of operations against the North-
Western Provinee of India. The danger was not an imagi-
nary one. It was the harvest time of great events, and the
invasion of India by a mighty FEuropean force did not
seem to rise above the ordinary level of the current history
of the day.”

But this invasion of India by the combined
forces of France and Russia never became an
accomplished fact. When however it suited the
political expediency of Napoleon, he did not scruple
to forge the so-called will of Peter the Great
and spread Russophobia among the inhabitants of
Great Britain.

The invasion of India by France and Russia was
seriously believed in by the ministers of England and
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so they contemplated despatching an embassy to-
Persia.¥* Lord Minto on his arrival in India was

* Countess Minto, in her work on Lord Minto in India,
( pp. 98—101 ) writes :—

“At the beginning of 1806, Persia, being engaged in
hostilities with Russia. sent an ambassador to Paris to
desire the assistance of France. A cordial reception was
given him, and it was announced that a splendid mission,
having authority to make a treaty of alliance between France
and Persia, would be despatched from Paris to Teheran.

“In order to counteract the effect of these proccedings
a similar course was adopted by England. An envoy was
appointed to Persia, and, with the object of lending greater
dignity and importance to his credentials, it was suggested
by the Court of Dircctors that, while remaining their own
paid agent, he should be invested with the character of
representative of the Crown. The proposal was acceded
to by the ministry of Lord Grenville. There could be little
question that Persia was only important to France as a
weapon of offence against Great Britain............... Sir
Harford Jones was appointed to the Persian Mission, to
represent the Crown while receiving instructions from the
bhl

G Sir Harford Jones was directed to proceed in
the first instance to St. Petersburg to offer to the Czar the
mediation of Great Britain between Russia and Persia.

“The peace and alliance between France and Russia had
rendered the failure of this prehrmnary mission a certain-
tyi..... ”

“In the meanwhile the aspect of affairs was becoming
daily graver, as the co-operation pf France and Russia in
the East grew more probable.”
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thinking of sending an ambassador to Persia. It is fore-
ign to our purpose to refer to the friction that arose
between the authorities in England and India re-
garding the choice of the proper person as am-
bassador to Persia. Lord Minto thought it proper
to send an Indian officer as representing. the

“In January 1808, rumours reached India of the march
of a French army under General Menon towards Persia
on the way to India while it became known that a great‘
military embassy attended by four-and-twenty French
officers and three hundred French soldiers had actually
arrived there, giving it out that they were the advanced
guard of an army. The first project is helieved to be to
take possession of a port on the coast of the Persian Gulf,
by which they may communicate with the Mauritius, and
receive supplies by sea, and from whenee they may at-
tempt an invasion of the Western coast of Tndia, and un-
settle the minds of the native princes by promises, men-
aces and intrigue.) "

No one knew better than Lord Minto himself that
these rumours were quite baseless. [n a secret letter
dated Feb. 2, 1808, he wrote :—

“As long as France might e engaged in  continental
wars in Europe, the project of directing her arms towards
this gquarter must be considered impracticable ; but if her
armies have been liberated by a pacification with Russia
and by the continued submission of the Powers of Europe,
the advance of a considerable force of French troops into
Persia under the acquiescence of the Turkish, Russian and
Persian powers, cannot be deemed an undertaking beyond
the scope of that cnergy.and perseverance which distin-
guish the present ruler of France.” ( Ibid, p. 101)
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East India Company at the head of the Embassy
to Persia.® The officer so selected was Sir John

* But Lord Minto seemed to believe in the possibility of
French invasion of India through Persia. In continuing
the letter from which an exfract has been given above,
he wrote :—

“If one body of troops should succeed in penetrating
as far as the Persian dominions, others may be expected to
follow ; and it may then be no longer at the option of
the Government of Persia to prevent the complete estabish-
ment of the French power and ascendancy in Persia.

“The ascendancy of France being once established in
the territorics of Persia in the manner described, it may
justly be expected that, {from that centre of local power,
they may be enabled gradually to extend their influence
by conciliation or by conquest towards the region of
Hindustan, and uitimately open a passage for their troops
into the dominion of the Company.”

“Arduous as such an undertaking must necessarily be,
we are not warranted in deeming it in the presen? situa-
tion of affairs to be altogether chimerical and impracticable
under the gunidance of a man whose energy and success
-appear almost commensurate with his ambition. We deem
it our duty to act under a supposition of its practicability,
and to adopt whatever measures are in our judgment
calculated to counteract it, even at the hazard of injury
to some local and immediate interests.”

Again in a private letter he wrote :—

“What would have scemed impossible has become
scarcely improbable, since we have seen one state after
another in Kurope, among them those we deemed most
-stable and secure, fall like a house of cards before the
genius of one man.”
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Malcollm who had once before been sent to Persia
by the Marquess Wellesley. Malcolm was a past
master in the art of lying, duplicity and intrigues.
He returned from Persia towards the end of the
year 1810. In his journal he entered the manner
in which, with “deceit, falsehood, and intrigue”, his .
mission to Persia was crowned with success. He
wrote in his journal :—

“What a happy man T am ! It is impossible to look
back without congratulating myself on my good {ortune

Lord Minto was a victim of Frankophobia and
Russophobia. He was desirous of fighting France and
Russia in Persia. So in a fetter to Sir George Barlow,
he wrote :—

“I am strongly of opinion that if this great conflict
is to be maintained, we ought to mect it as early and
as far beyond our own frontiers as possible. We ought
to contest Persia itself with the enemy and to dispute
every step of their progress. The force which we can
oppose to them in that stage of the contest is indeed
much smaller than they would find assembled against
them in ow own territorics ;: but in Persia we should
have much less to contend with also, and we should
meet an enemy much less prepared than he will be if
we wait at home till he is ready to face us.”

“This system, however, depends on the disposition
of Persia herself to neutrality—that is, to let the French
and us fight it out fairly between us. For if Persia is
determined to support the French with all her power, I
acknowledge that we cannot possibly detach such a force
from our Indian Army, as that state of things wonld
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at every stage of my late vexatious and unpromising
mission. I have now turned my back, and I hope for
ever, on deceit, falsehood and intrigue; and I am ben-
ding my willing steps and still more willing heart to-
wards rectitude, truth and sincerity.” ( Ibd, p. 186 )
This mission to Persia of Malcolm was ostensibly
-undertaken to make the King of Persia an ally of

England against the French and Russians.*

require. At least we could not do so withoul finding some
means to divide Persia and to have allies on owr side as
well as the French.” ( Ibid, pp. 107-108)

The last sentence in the above extract has been put
in italics to show the Machiavellian policy which the
noble Lord was anxious to adoptin his dealings with
Persia. He stood in need of a man who could play on
the diplomatic stage of Persia to his satisfaction. In
Malcolm he found such a man. To Right Hon. R. Dundas,
President of the Board of Control, Lord Minto wrote :—

“By Colonel Malcolm, if by any man living, we 1may
hope to detach her from hostile alliance with our enemy.
and, if that benefit is no longer attainable, we shall receive
from Colonel Malcolm authentic information and judici-
ous advice. If Sir H. Jones should have arrived in Persia,
Colonel Malcolm will of course withold his own creden-

”

tials and diplomatic powers in Persia,. . . ”, Ibid, p. 108.

* To Malcolm Lord Minte wrote a confidential letter of
instructions. He wrote :—

“Of these transactions our opposition to .France in
Persia is the anchor on which our hopes must rest ; for
if we permit that country to be the depot of her
preparations against us and wait at home till the enemy
‘thinks himself that he is equal ,to the undertaking, we
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The people of Afghanistan can never entertain
love and affection for the natives of England, who
have always heaped disasters, miseries and ruin on
them. Ever since the days of the Marquess

shall give him a great, and, as it appears to me, a most
manifest advantage. * * * 7

The letter ends with the confession that “Sir H. Jones
is rather a marplot ( T am wriling confidentially ) in our
play.”

Malcolm’s instructions were :—

“First, to detach the court of Persia from the French
alliance : and to prevail on that Court to refuse the
passage of French troops through the territories subject
to Persia, or the admission of French troops into the
country. If that cannot be obtained, to admit FEnglish
troops with a view of oppossing the French Army in its
progress to India, to prevent the cession of any maritime
port. and the establishment of French factories on the
coast of Persia.”

“Second, to obtain authentic intelligence on all points
interesting to the Government. It is scarcely necessary
to particularise those points, which will necessarily suggest
themselves to the mind of Colonel Malcolm. The principal
of them are the real nature and extent of the engage-
ments entered into by France and Persia, and the real
disposition of Persia respecting the execution of them.
Colonel Malcolm’s opinion and advice would also be
required by the Government as to the policy to be
adopted in cither of two contingencies supposed—the
active hostility of Persia, or her neutrality.”

But Malcolm by his high-handed proceedings in Persia

-disappointed Lord Minto. In a letter dated July 30th,
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Wellesley, the solution of the problem of maintaining
the supremacy and security of the British people
in India seemed to have consisted in keeping
Afghanistan divided and making it the hot bed of

1808, Minto wrote to Licutenant-General Hewitt, the
Commander-in-Chief, as follows :—

“T am sorry to say in strict confidence that Malcolm
has disappointed me exceedingly at  the beginning of his
mission. ¥ *

“+ x % You will be. [ daresay, as much surprised as we
have been to learn that the first condition required by
Malcolm was the immediate expulsion {rom Persia of the
French embassy with cvery man of that nation * © But 1
am compelled to say that my confidence is entircly
shaken by the injudicious course i has pursued, and the
disadvantageous ground he has taken. Persia is in the
hands of France, and was only to be weaned trom that
connection by good and convincing reasons urged in a
conciliatory form. * *”

In a letter to Mr. Edmonstone, Lord Minto wrote :(—

“Malcolm’s proceedings at Muscat has been affected
with the original sin of his whole system.”

In a Minute dated 21st July,!1308, Lord Minto, referring
to Malcolm’s peremplory demand for the expulsion of the
French mission from Persia, wrote :—

“The demand cannot he supported on any ground of
justice. Persia, as an indcpendent Government, has a
right to receive accredited ministers from any other
court, and to enter into any negotiation she may think
advisable. * * Persia was and continued to be exposed to
an invasion from Russia, which is to her a subject of
great and rcasonable alarm. She first applied to us for
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intrigues and disturbances. At that time, nominally
at least, subject to the ruler of Cabul were the
provinces of Sind and the Punjab. Lord Wellesley
was not content only with sending the embassy to
Persia to stir up disturbances in Afghanistan, but
also intrigued with the inhabitants of Sind and the

assistance. It was impossible for us, consistently with the
relations in which we stood to Russia, to afford the aid
she asked. She therefore gave us fair notice that, although
she would have preferred our co-operation to every other,
she was constrained to provide for her safety by looking
elsewhere for the aid which she could not obtain from us.”

“Upon this ground her connection with France has becn
formed. * *7?

So the mission to Dersia was a failure and Malcolm
was recalled to India. Countess Minto in her work on
Lord Miato in India writes —

“The mission from which so much had been expected
had failed. It is possible, even probable, that a more
conciliatory course might have enabled him to remain in
Persia until a change of circumstances produced a change
of sentiments on the part of the Persian Government,
when his petsonal popularity and his conspicuous talents
might have restored the prestige of the British name, and
enabled him to conduct his negotiations with better effect
than Sir Harford Jones ; but the neglect with which the
India Government had treated Persia during the years
that had elapsed since Malcolm’s first mission, had
perhaps a greater share in producing the present disapp-
ointment than his somewhat ill-timed arrogance” (pp.
120-121.)

After Malcolm returned tb India, he had an interview

4
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Punjab with the object of their shaking off the
rule of the king of Cabul.

‘When Lord Minto was the Governor-General of
India, he sent a mission to Sindh, ostensibly to
eontract an alliance with the Amirs of that province
against the French but in reality againstthe Afghan
sovereign. Prof. H. H. Wilson (VIL p. 156)
writes :—

“Alarmed by the menaced interference of Shah Suja
(the Afghan king) on behalf of the expelled prince, Abd-

with Lord Minto and was thus able to remove from the
mind of the Governor-General much of the misunderstan-
ding regarding the failure of his diplomatic mission to
Persia. In a letter to General Hewitt, Commander-in-
Chief, Lord Minto wrote :—

“I confess I have not seen reason to recall the
gsentiments I entertained concerning the general policy
adopted by him in Persia, but I note with satisfaction
that what appears to have been the least prudent and
judicious course has proved, as ofter happens in human
affairs, the most useful and advantageous.

“Since success was impossible, it is satisfactory to
have arrived at the knowledge of the fact as early as
possible, and since moderation and forbearance could
have made no difference in the result, it is well that
his line of conduct has agserted the power of our country
and made manifest our knowledge of the influence under
which Persia had adopted so hostile a course.”

Sir H. Jones remained in Persia, and he succeeded in
negotiating a treaty with the Shah and prevailed on him
to send an ambassador to England.
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un-nabi, the Amirs of Sindh had applied to Persia for
succour, and a Persian army had been directed to march
to their assistance. The death of Abd-un-nabi, and the
embarrassments which Shah Suja experienced at home,

After the conclusion of this treaty, Lord Minto, in a
spirit of bravado and to discredit Sir H. Jones and show
his own importance as Governor-General of India, sent
Malcolm a second time to Persia.

Regarding this affair Countess Minto writes :—

*‘To despise is to weaken. Reputation is power.’—
said an English writer well versed in the knowledge of
courts and men. So thinking, Lord Minto asked Colonel
Malcolm once more to undertake a mission to Persia.
* * * Malcolm and Sir Harford Jones met at last in
Persia. To Malcolm were given the honors of the
situation by the King, who had a personal regard for him,
and created for his special behoof a new order of
knighthood, entitled that of the ‘Lion and the Sun’.”

By the treaty which Sir H. Jones concluded with the
Shah, Persia was detached from the sphere of the East
India Company’s operations ; referring to this, Countess
Minto writes :—

“One of the disadvantages which could not but accrue
to the diplomacy of the Company’s Government by the
withdrawal of Persia from the sphere of its operations.
was seen when it appeared that, by an article of the
treaty negotiated at Teheran by Sir Harford Jones, it was
stipulated that, in case of war between Persia and
Afghanistan, ‘His Majesty the King of Great Britain
should not take any part therein, unless at the desire
of both parties ;' while, in ignorance ,of the existence of
any such agreement, Mr. Elphinstone had been authorised
to form a defensive alliance with Afghanistan against an



52 RISE OF THE CHRISTIAN POWER IN INDIA

removed all ground of fear from Afghanistan, and the
Amirs then became most apprehensive of peril from their
allies. They thought it prudent, therefore, to oppose one
powerful friend to another,—British India to Persia :
they therefore began to conciliate the British Government
and sent an agent to Bombay to proposc the renewal of
the commercial intercourse that had formerly -existed.
The proposal was favorably entertained, and Captain
Seton was sent as envoy to Hyderabad. A treaty of
offensive and defensive alliance was concluded by the
envoy with the Amirs ; but, as the stipulations pledged
the British Government to a reciprocity that was deemed
inexpedient, the ratification of the treaty was withheld,
and Mr. Nicholas Hankey Smith, a Bombay Civil Servant,
was deputed to explain the cause, and to contract a less
comprehensive engagement. * * * * Mr. Smith reached
Hyderabad on the 8th of August (1809) : and on the
923rd of that month a treaty was signed, which engaged
that there should be eternal friendship bhetween the two
Governments ; that vakeels or agents should be mutually
appointed ; and that the French should not be permitted
to form an establishment in Sindh.”

But as there was no possibility of the French
invasion of India ever taking place, the real object
of the mission to Sindh, as shown in the above

attack from Persia, as was stated in the treaty signed at
Calcutta on June 17 of the same year 1809. Yet Persia
and Cabul were both necessary members of the
Confederacy with which the India Govermment had
proposed to resist an invasion of India.”
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extract, was to conclude on alliance with the Amirs
against Afghanistan. *

* In her work, Lord Minto in India, Countess Minto
writes :—

“The State of Scinde had come within the scope of the
defensive arrangements proposed by the British Govern-
ment, but the indiscretion of their agent, Captain Seton,
led to the annulling of the treaty concluded by him with
the Amcer of Scinde.

“It was found that Persian agents were negotiating
with the Government of Scinde at the same time as the
Envoy of the India Government ; that they had authority
to act for both France and Persia, and that the bait held
out to the Government of Scinde was military aid to
throw off the yoke of the King of Kabul to whom they
owed a nominal allegiance, and the possession of the
Afghan fortress of Candahar. ‘The chief ruler of Scinde
informed Captain Seton distinctly that, despairing of the
good will of the British Government, he had intended to-
close with the offer of the French and Persians, but pre-
ferred the British alliance on the same terms.’ These
terms, agreed to by Captain Seton, were not consistent
with the endeavours making to secure the friendship of
the king of Cabul ; hence the India Government repudiat-
ed the engagements made by Captain Seton, and sent
another Envoy (Mr. H. Smith) to Scinde, to renew the
negotiations with that Government on the footing on
which alone Captain Seton had been empowered to treat
—namely, the admission, as a preliminary step to all
further transactions, of a resident agent of the British
Government (the commercial resident having been ex-
pelled in 1802). *
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Lord Minto also sent envoys to the Punjab and
Afghanistan.

The condition of the Punjab had attracted the
attention of the Marquess Wellesley. His brother
Henry Wellesley, as Resident of Oude, had brought
to his notice the distracted condition of that pro-
vince. Dating his letter, Bareilly, August 5, 1802,
Mr. Henry Wellesley wrote to the Governor-
General :(—

“Such is the distracted state of the Sikh country, that
Mr. Louis (one of General Perron’s officers) appears to
have ohtained possession of a considerable tract of country
without the least resistance having been opposed to him.
There can be no doubt of General Perron’s intention to-
agsume as large a portion of the Punjab as he may think
himself able to manage, or it may be convenicnt to him
to retain, and it is equally certain that the actual state of
that country will render it an easy conquest to anything
like a regular force.

“This measure is necessarily preliminary to the accom-
plishment of our ultimate purpose, that of withholding or
detaching the Government of Scinde from connections
with our enemies, as well as the more proximate purpose
of securing an authentic channel of information and in-
telligence on points of the utmost importance to our
interests. ‘No specific engagement could be entered into
with that government without the establishment of direct
intercourse on a permanent footing,’ ‘the attainment of
which will afford the means of watching its proceedings.
and of obtaining authentic intelligence concerning the
the designs of our enemies.’ (Secret and separate general
letter).” (Pp. 177-178.) ¢
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“One of the greatest dangers to be apprehended from
the establishment of a French force in the Punjab is the
means it would afford the French force of extending their
conquest down the Indus, and of securing a communica~
tion with the sea by means of that river. This would
remove every obstacle to their receiving supplies of men
and stores from Europe, for there is no British force on
that side of India nor are there any native powers,
gituated at the mouths of the Indus, capable of opposing
a regular force with any prospect of success.”

The opinion of the military adventurer, George
Thomas, as to the ease with which the Punjab could
be conquered, was also at that time well known.
But it was not the policy of the Marquess Welles-
ley at that time to fight the Sikhs or annex their
country. On the contrary, he wanted to cultivate
their friendship and raise them into a power as a
buffer state against the Afghans on the one hand
and the Marathas on the other. With this object
in view, he wrote to General Lake a letter instruct-
ing him to contract an alliance with Ranjit Singh
and prevail upon that Sikh Prince and other Sikh
Chiefs to assist the East India Company in their
war with the Marathas ; or if they were not able
to render any assistance, at least they should
remain uneutral. Ranjit Singh obliged the British
by not joining the Marathas; and when Holkar
sought- refuge in the Punjab, instead of interceding
on his behalf with the English, he allowed the
troops of the latter to edter his province, in order
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to capture Holkar. He did all these, thinking that
the British, out of sheer gratitude, would befriend
him. To be on friendly term with the rising
power of the English, he was even ready to sacrifice
and betray his own co-religionists into their hands.
In the despatch to the Honorable the Secret Com-
mittee of the Honorable the Court of Directors, dated
Fort William, September 29th, 1803, the Governor-
General in Council wrote :—

“Raja Ranjit Singh, the Raja of Lahore and the principal
amongst the Sikh chieftains, has transmitted proposals to
the Commander-in-chief for the transfer of the territory
belonging to that nation south of the river Sutledge, on
the condition of mutual defence against the respective
enemies of that chieftain and of the British nation.”

But this evidently did not suit the British and
so they did not enter into any alliance with Ranjit
Singh. That Sikh prince saw how he had been
made to serve the interests of the selfish and
designing British without so far- receiving any
material benefit from them. Accordingly, he con-
sidered it proper to bring the territory south of
the river Sutledge under his direct control. He was
not going to transfer it to the East India Company.

Unfortunately for the Punjab, Ranjit Singh was
no statesman. Had he been so, he would have
adopted a course different from what he did at this
critical period of the history of the British in
India. In the Doab, that is the territory hetween
the rivers Sutledge and Juinna, were a number of
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petty Sikh chieftains who had been, before the
second Maratha war, vassals of the Maharaja Sindhia.
On the eve of the war with the Marathas towards
the end of the year 1803, the English servants of
the E. I. Company under the Governor-General’s
instructions had opened intrigues with these Sikh
chieftains. In his -secret and official letter to
Lieutenant-General Lake, dated Fort William, August
2, 1803, the Marquess Wellesley wrote :—

“I am not sufficiently apprized of the names, posses-
sions, and relative conditions of the various Sikh -chief-
tains occupying the {erritory between Patiala and Jumna,
to he enabled to address letters to all of them, or to
prescribe the detail of your Excellency’s proceedings with
regard to them. Your Excecllency will endeavour to
acquire the requsite information, and you will regulate
your communications with those chieftains accordingly,
in the spirit of these instructions.”

* * k3 * * * * %

“Such of those chicftains as are subject to the control
and exactions of the Maratha power, may perhaps be
detached from the interests of that nation by promises
of protection from the British Government, and of
exemption from the payment of tribute in future.

* * x* *x * * ® £ 3

“If it should appear impracticable to obtain the oo-
operation of those chieftains, it would still be an object
-of importance to secure their neutrality.”

But those chieftains did not come to the assis-
tance of the Marathas and thus played inte the



58 RISE OF THE CHRISTIAN POWER IN INDIA

hands of the British. The latter were, in honour
bound, to render them every help they could and
extricate them out of their difficulties. In return
for what they had done for the English these Sikh
chieftains expected their sympathy and active co-
operation in their troubles.

Had Ranjit Singh been a far-seeing statesman he
would have formed a confederacy with these petty
Sikh chieftains and welded all these states into
an United Sikh Empire. But he was no statesman.
He was bent on the destruction of these Sikh
chieftains. At first, to curry favour with the
British, he proposed to betray and sell these chief-
tains of his race and creed to them. But when he
found no favorable response from the latter to his
proposal, he wanted to reduce all these chieftains
and confiscate their properties and estates. To effect
these, he set out from Lahore and crosscd the
Sutledge. The chieftains of the Doab were naturally
alarmed and they appealed to the British Govern-
ment for help against Ranjit Singh. The Governor-
General seemed to have heen at first inclined to
leave these chieftains to the tender mercies of
Ranjit Singh. In the second Maratha war, these
Sikh chieftains had been as much useful to the
British as the princes of Rajputana, but the British
did not scruple to exhibit their bad faith towards
the Rajput princes, as already narrated:before. The
Sikh chieftains would not hive fared better than
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the Rajput princes but for the circumstances to be
presently mentioned.

The Sikh chieftains of the Doab, as said before,
appealed for help to the British Government, and
in order to alarm Ranjit Singh and make him
return to Lahore, they industriously circulated a
report that their application had been favorably
considered. Prof. H. H. Wilson writes :—

“In order to discover the truth of this assertion,
Ranjit addressed a letter to the Governor-Gencral, stating
that he had learned that troops were assembling at Jumna,
and requesting to be informed of the cause. He declared
his wish to continue on friendly terms, but ventured to
add. ‘The country on this side of the Jumna. except the
stations occupied by the English, is subject to my
authority. Let it remain so.’

“Although Lord Minto was resolved to resist the
pretensions of  Ranjit Singh to the exercise of any
authority on the right bank of the Jumna, yet the policy
of securing his concurrence in the scheme of defensive
alliance which it was sought to frame against the hostile
designs upon India avowed by the Emperor Napoleon,
suspended the announcement of the Governor-General’s
sentiments ; and Ranjit was referred for a reply to Mr.
( afterwards Sir Charles ) Metcalfe, whom it had been
determined to send on a friendly mission to the Sikh
ruler.” (VII. pp : 140-141).

Mectcalfe was a civilian and as such came out
to India while yet in his teens. He received his
initiation into the art of Machiavellian diplomacy
under the Marquess Wellesley, and consequently
he was always indebted ' to that Irish Governor-
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‘General for the interest the latter took in him.
After the departure of Lord William Bentinck,
Metcalfe acted for some time as Governor-General
of India. It was in that capacity that he wrote a
letter to his patron, the Marquess Wellesley, dated
Dec. 23, 1834. As this letter sheds much side-light
on his character, it is reproduced below :-—

“My Lord,—Few things in life have given me greater
pleasure than the receipt of your Lordship’s kind letter
delivered by Lieut. Campbell. Tt is now within a few
days of thirty-four years since I had the honour of heing
presented to you. You were then Governor-General of
India, and I was a boy of fifteen entering on my career :
I shall never forget the kindness with which you treated
me from first to last during your stay in India: nor the
honor and happiness which I enjoyed in being for a con-
siderable period a member of your family. So much
depends on the first turns given to a man’s course, that
I have a right to attribute all of good that has since
happened to me, to the countenance and favor with which
you distinguished me at that early period. My public
principles were learned in your school, pre-eminently the
sehool of honor, xeal, public spiril, and patriotism ; and to
my adherence to the principles there acquired I venture
to ascribe all the success that has attended me.”

The words put in italics in the above, clearly
show what policy Metcalfe would have adopted in
India towards the native states had he been
appointed as its Governor-General. That he con-
sidered the school of Wellesly “the school of honor”
is more than what we cah understand, since that
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Irish Governor-General lacked all principles of
honor and honesty. The secret and official letter
which the Marquess Wellesly wrote to General
Lake on the 2nd August, 1803, extracts from whick
have already been given above, regarding the Sikh
states and Ranjit Singh, was examined and des-
patched by Metcalfe. Hence he was quite familiar
with the 