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CHAPTER «1

INTRODUCTION

The presence of social stratification in one form or
the other in all socletlies at all stages of evolution leads
one to presume that it must be an 1nevitablel and universal
phenomenon. The argumcnt in favour of this contention has
been that no soclety can survive and function witliout some
form of institutionallsed inequality 1in social gradation.
Wilthout such stratification manggement of any mlti-person
enterprise is not possible. History provides a contimious
process of such formlatlons and reformulations of social
classes and groups with varied emphasis on statuses and
roles. Lvery soclety has been characterised by its division
into different forms of soclial hlerarchy and social
stratification.

Joclal hlerarchy and stratifilcation have been, in
most cases, significantly relatod to political powere. The
group which holds thils powver in any soclety at any time in
the past or present is termed as power elite. A study of
such groups can reveal uany points of soclological
lmportance. This power may be attalned by a group by
various nmeans. 1t mgy be through the usc oi iorce and
power or by traditional rights or by virtue of suj.cirior

2
knowlcage.






A study o1 such groups or classes 1s bound to diaw
freely trou history. Jince ov.ry soclal reality is a
concomittant understanain;; o1 the rast anu present we cannot
understand it without delving into the past. At the saue
time no socio-historical rcality can be adequately understood
wlthout a keen insight into 1ts traaitional ana cultural
complex. As iliukher jee pointed out, wadthout a deep
knowledge of folkways, mores, customs and traditionsa of
a2 leoile, thelr study is bound to be superficial and the

conclusions drawn unsound and unreliable.

In tids study of soclal change of the Nobles of
Hyderabad we do not intend to indulge in the discussions
ot the various theoriecs oi soclal evolution, simple
relativisu or functional equilibriume. ue also do not
propose to deal uwlith the various models of social change.
liowever attention is focussed on four ditienslons of the
changing realityzé (1) the point oi departure,

(2) dirferences noted through the process of change from
the point of departure to the present position, (3) the
emor ging pattern frowm the process of this change and,
(4) the factors responsible for these changes. /

It should be remembered that there are mmltilinear
directions of change. Althourh Toynbeets theory of

challense and response 1s signiiic-nt in our study, 1t
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camot exclusively explain social behaviour ami changce.

iZvery social reality, which is the reflection oi the
behaviour of the members who create this reallty, consists
of certain 'soft spots'.b These soit spots aro the
uanifestations and cxpressions of a culture. Uithout a
deep Insight into these torces which :wotivate social

behaviour, no study can be comyrchensive and conclusive.

vie¢ are interested here in a soclological study of
the Nobles of llyderabad as onc of the last survivals of
the foudal type, which 1s as of now passing through a
transitional stage of changej exhibiting various
dirensions of withdrawal, resistance, adaptation and change.
Nobility in gencial has been a persistent social group
cdlwost in all civilized socicties with despotic forms of
governiaent. This has been a group of people who weie next
only o the royal ramlly at the helu of affairs looking into
military, aduindstrative and Jjudicial affairs oi the statc.
Hany thinkers ang sociolo:dsts like Larl liarx and Gaetano
liosca recognised the exdistence of the riuling class in all
re=-1ndustrial socletles. 7T:ais ruling class 1s ildentitied
as tho class of Nolles in the historical context. To gilve
it a more soclological and universal exiression, Varcto
and C. wrricht Mills proferred to call this group as Klites
or Power Zlites, respectively, reaning thercby the same

group of reople who enjoyed the privileges of authority and






tooi: actlive part in doecision making. The conceit o1 the
elltes, howevor, 1s too general and thou: h it 15 inclusive
of Hobillty, yet it im:lies in aduitlion, such othor groups
which fall out side the scoj:c oi the prescnt study.

The nobllity, th.refore, constituted a speclfic group
of veople vho ranked high In the social hierarchy with
definite povers and privileges. There had been liobles in
anclent igypt, The Roman udmpire, all the Eurojean countries,
Central Asia, Ivan, Inuia, China, Japan etc. The unliversality
oi thils institution 1limits the possibilities of generalisation
of couuon features and characteristics. 1In Jurope for instance,
Historians referred to call 1t the feudal systen, although
the term itself was coined after the disintegration of the
feudal soclety in dZurope.e In fact the feudal types in
different countriecs ot surope itself varled frow one another.
Feudalism was a convenlent teru to explain a shenomenalogical
tyre in mind. The Japanese systei. of soclal stratiflication
until the Tokugawa period is also identifled as feudal.

In sowe other countries ot central Asia and Inula it is
termed as wuosi-feudal. 1In yet othcer cases thils ruling class
is also identificed as an aristocracy. All thesce concepts

of feudal, quasifeudal and aristocratic nobility n~re
subjects of theore:ical controversics and hilstorilcal

interprcetations.






Notwithstanding those theoretical discussions, uhich
we lcave 1or the historians, we prefor to confine our study
to the institution of Nobility with reference to the groupn
of liobles of Hyderabad; as such this is a study of
lilstorical sociology. In the words or liorris uinsberg the
two alsciplines are ”Hilrswissenschaften"7 to each othor;
that 1s they are couwplementary ior each other. The moment
we use the term soclal it warrants culture; and both Ly
thelr very nature fall into the purview of history. The
study oi nobility therefore 1s bound to be a soclological

stuuy 0f a historicecal institutione.

In order to treat the subject in the historical
perspective, we have first traced the sociological features
of llobllity »s 1t existed in durope, Central Asla ond
Mughal India, becansc the nobility of Hyderabad 1s
historically linked up with the nobllity undor the imghals
and the nobility in Central Asia. A compnrative stuqy of
some of the features of the Suropean and \slan nobility
help us in alscoverin:; certain coiuion characteristics which
may characteorise the class category of this institutlon

as suche.

MAIN SQULCES =
In the hilstorical part of our stuwy we have benefitted

irom a large munber of sources solie of wvhich have been clted

throughout thils uvork whille others have helped us in
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developing the general arguient. However, three sources
books form the basis of our discussion. They ares For the
Suropean Nobility: "The Feudal soclety" by Marc Bloch; (1971),
for the Mughal Nobility: "The iuighal xingshlip and Nobility®
by H.P. Khosla: and for tho liizam's lobllitys"Aatiyat-e=-sultani"
(Urdu) by Azlz Jung. Wwhile giving these three titles wve
certalnly do not mean to imply that there are no other
wrlters who have dealt wlih this sulbject exhaustively.

Impact Ganshof, Joseph Strayers and lwushton Coulborn,

Ather All and Cheragh All have alsc very ably and intensively
studlied the Lurojean, the Mughal ana the Nizama's nobility.

Harc bloch has glven a very vivid socloloiical
descrlptlon oi the nolles as a de facto class, and has
dexcrlbed the life of the nobility in ifurope in 11 its
detalls, political, soclal and cultural. lis discussion
of nobvility as 1t developed in iurope, helps us in assessing
the dlfferent roles 1t played and the positions 1t occupled
in the social hicrarchy 1in Zurope during the middle ages.
The gradatlions of power and rank, honours and privileges,
in essenceo, corresponds to the nobdlity oi the Mughals and
the Nizams. The institutional coupononts and the structural
differences are hilstorical re:lities cmerging from local
developments but the soclolo ;ical placement oif the ruling
class, as such, does not vary much from the Indlan
situation. That 1s why we felt it relovant to give a






historical 1link to the sccilolo.ical phenomcnon as obtainable

in the dast as well as the VWeste.

Ram Frasad Khosla's "imughal Kingshlp and Nobility®
(1934) 1s a very interesting study of the Mirhal kingship
and lughal Nobility. In this book Khosla has drawn a very
detalled picture of the lughal feudal aristocracy, their
ranks, titles, honours, privileges, institutions, roles
and functions. In dealin; with this sulject he has drawn
from large mamber of original sources covering the entire
period of the nobles of the Mughals, even trying to link
it with the evolutionary stages oi the Islamic theory of
state. .6 have gilven mch space to the discussion of
aihal liobllity because 1t forms the basis of Nizam's
noullity and the latter 1s In grecat measure a contimmation
oi the Muhal systoiw as described in detaill by Khoslae
liowever Ather All's "The Imghal lobillty under Aurangzeb*
1s anothor 1mport.ant vork 1n this comnection without which
the lagial hansabdarl syste.. camot be fully couprehendede.
As regaras the llzan's nobilility, besildes othier works, we
have drawn freoely frou Azlz Jung's Atlyat-e-idultani, in
willch the antihior has tried to give a very exhaustive
portralt of the systeii orf Atiyats (Grants) . This book
deals wilith the concept and the couwponents ol the jagirdari
systew In g vory elaborate manner which helps us in getting






a clear picture of the whole institution. Cheragh Alit's
"Hyderabad Under sir salar Jung" (four volumes) 1is a
masterplece published in 1884. This 15 a detalled
description of the cntirc administration of the Nizam's
government in the last quarter of the 19th century.

Apart frou these books, ve have benefitted from the
writings of the authors of the 13th and the 19th centuries
who have worked on this subjoct in knj;lish, l'erslan and

Urdu. Jowe of the references have been ackliwowledged in

the study-.

The above ucntioned wooks helb us in geiving a
clear ldea about the class oi noules in wurope, Ccabtral
Asin, Indla anhu llyuorabau. liobllity has ractlcally
disaipeared in almost all the countries oi tho worla vith
the exco;tilon ot a rew, where uweuociatlc institutions and
Industrialization have yet to iind their lacee \.’th‘O.eVGr
the remonts of this lnstibtution are surviving, thcy orfer
interesting swpe of study 10l socloloylsts and hilstorianse.
Hobility diu not oily constitute a class but it had olso
a culture oi its own with a lony historical trauition.
Nobllity everyvwhere was characterlscd by rich tradition
and rizld code of conauct with a very elaborate system of
sonhisticated manners. VWhether in durope or 1n lyderabad,

the nobility conprised of a preconccived systoii of expected






patterns of behaviour. The nobles experlenced considerable
stress and strain in the process of transformation in
Lurope. HNevertheless, the process of charge in Burope with
the exceitlon cf a few countries like France and iiussla,
was never abrupt and sudden. The result was that the
Zuropean Nobility slowly transformed into the newly
energing olite and convenlently becane capitalist in the

course of tinc.

IMPOKTANCE O TR STULY 3=

In the case of Hyderabad, however, the breakdown was
8o sudden that the nobles found thcmselves 1n g state of
utter despalr. The Jagirdarli Abolition Act dispensed with
their soclo-political and ecoronlcal base, as a result of
whilch the entire class was confronted with serious
challengos, which they could not face for quite a few
years. Most of the nobles withdrew themselves into total
retirement. It 1s unfortunate that the situation did not
attract the attention of soclologists in thc early fiftles;
otherwise they could have analysed a situation of total
crisis -~ social, political, econoulc and cultural -- wlth
which this cless was confronted. However, the situation
was not to remain so distressing for longe. In the
terminology of Arnola Toynbee, aftor the stage oi withdrawal,

there came the 'stage of returnt to the life of strugiile and
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restabllising thelr lost power and position. There 1ls every
reason to believe that after a lapse of a quarter century
they are staging a gradual come back from theilr earlier
retirement. This situation 1s of great sociological
significance.

The soclal milleu of the nobles can be studied from
varlous angles, becaise on the one hand it prescnts a
soclal coniplex wlth 1its des roots In the historicai past,
and on the other, it denotes tho rroblems of adjustucint
and accoimodation u.ith the nev ways of 1lifs Sc wiilch Lhe
notles arc sudbjected. It i3 for “hese rcasol. Lhiat we
decldad Lo ife a soclnioZical shudy or shiwe nonlilily and
thelir chansging natte:n of Lchaviour. ho suujaecu ls not
only historical; 1t 1s o 1ivin; subject. Thl, 1y ot a
historilcal dlssection o the dead pasts; lub a study ol a
class whilehr 15 confrontced uithi balflin: rovlaius ol
adJustiient and rchahbll’tatleon. The nobles arc ww Ul NoO
staniing on the cross-ronds of traditlicon Nl mouesnity.
Furtheriorc, it is an unexplorced aresz 1n the consc that
no sociolozlsts or anthropplliglsts have so far studied
the nobles of Hyderabade Thls in turi presents cortain
risks and hazards tor the rescarcher, becauso he has to
work out hils own design without any preceding exporience

based guldelines to fall back ujpon. Nevertheless, thoc
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lnportance of the subject can hardly be underrated and this
modest attempt 1s %o highlicht somo of the complex aspects,
vhich may be of some value and interest %o othor

soclologistse.

oo far as the historical sources and materials are
concerned there 1s no scarcity of data. A mumber of books,
blographies, letters, diaries and Archival records and
docurients are availialle, sproad over the whole period of
the Ni_au's reglie. Dut the difiiculty 1s that siost of the
matorial, particularly in versian and Urcu, deals bostly
wlth the historlical oana geneoloiglcel data about tlio nobhlese.
The rvelations o1 the nwblies with the coluon st sre o'
givon 1n propovtichate wetall. As a result of this apuroach
o1 uld historical uritings ve have to lirk facts anu colleet
elevant nglesial aiter surveying a loarge mauber of

conteuiorzry source books, relatlng to cach Nizau's poriod.

Howevcer, the greater difficulty in studying the
Nobility lics with the living members of thigs class,
becanse firstly the nobles lost thelr prestigious position
and, therefore, feel themselves in such embarassment that
they prefor mot to inwlge in any discussilon regaralng
thelr past and present. Jdecondly igving high positions in
the soclal hilerarchy, they feel lmat in reviving the

contrcversy oi Justltylng thelr past actiois or prcesent
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position. Thirdly thoy have been the target of ridlcule

and attack from the enthusiastic soclalistic ellte of

the present society, which they cannot swallow with the
image of their past glory and with their contentlon of
having been lmmanistic and philanthropic in the past.
Fourthly the economic crisis has forced them to accomumodate
with the middle and lower classes which they find quite
distressing tecase they are not accustomed to the life
pattern of the masses. All thls has crcated great

frustration in the minds of the nobles.

This dovecloped an attitude of disinterest, quietude
and even distress whon we approached thew for interviews.
l.e have the feeling that ingpite of the fact that wore than
a uarter century has passed, still most of thew are living
in an atmosphere of suspicion, doubt and, despair. However,
this 1s tho stage when their state orf mind and behaviour
should be studled and recorded, so as to iina out how far
they have recovered from the historlecal shock as thoy take
it to Lo, and how far thoy have regathored their eneriles

and abllities to rejoiln the new course of national lile.

FOCUS OF JTUDY s e

At the time of the abolition of the jeglrdarl system
there werc fifteen mundrod jagirdars and a large mamber of

Hissedars (co-sharors) and Guzarayabs (Pcnsloners), But our
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study does not cover the wholc universe. le have confined
our Investigation to the highest hundred families who
wlelded real pollitical and oconouic power in the erstwhile
Hyderabad state. lie have limited our study to these one
hundred familles of the nohles because the remaining
Jagirdars were petty Jjaglrdars and do not qualify, in the
real sense, for the characteristics of the nobles as a
dlstinct class whlch we intend to proble into. The remaining
Jagirdars are not very different socilally, politically and
economically from the middle and unper middle classes of
the society. I['urther, we have confined our study mostly

to the Muslinm Nobles, althiough we have lntervicwed soue
Hindu Nobles also. Liniting the study tc Muslim Noldlity
was tor the reason that it 1s this section of the nobility
that was most aifected economically, politically, and above
all euwotlonally.

The one hundred familles which we have studied are

comprised of three cotegorless-

1. The Palgan Nobles.
2. The i remler Nobles or the Umrge-e-lUzzam.
3e¢ Other Jagirdars.

The first two categories, naely, the Yaigah Nobles
and the Premier Nolles, 1n fact belong to thc same category.
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All of them, mumbering seventeen families, including the
Hindu Nobles, are called Lxempted Jagirdars. They 4 were
autonomous within their estates. They had their own
Judiclary and administration and actually enjoyed the
privileges of states within the state of the Nizams. The
Palgah Nobles have been separated as a distinct group

from the general catewpry of the Premier Nobles, because
they held a unique and enviable positilon right tfrom the
time of the second Nizam. The Falgah liobles had matrimonial
relations with the royal famlly and, as such, enjoyed
special privileges. They were considered most loyal and
they were given the highest honours. That 1s why the Falgah
and the rremier Nobles are categorised separately.

The tori Gther Hobles is uscd for the rcuaining
Joglrdars next only to the Fremder Nobles, ubt not below
the first huncred blg Jagirdars. These jagirdars constituted
the second line of the nobles and always tried to identify
theuselves with the image, tralts and behaviour of the
Nobles' class. wuring the course of our investiiation 1t
has boen felt that it 1s this class of one hunured
Tamllies whilch roflects the charactoristics and responses
vhich are attributed to the nobles or Jagirdars of
Hyderabad. The mmber of one hundred, however, has been
taken arbitrarily so as to confine our study to a limited

mnber who, we think, reirescnt the views and values of






the distingerating nobllity of Hyderabad.

MUTHODOLOGY 3 -

Besides (1) the printed books in inglish, Persian and
Urdu, (1i) the Correspondences avallable in the State
Archives, Hyderabad, (111) the lMamscripts, Asnad
(Certificates) and Uocuments available in the above mentioned
Archives as well as at the Natlonal Archives, Lelhi, the
study has veen based on fleld work of the notles, who are
passing through the process of change. In the analysis of
the data we have referred to them as the descendant robles,
bacause not ail of thew are title (khitab) holders.
0f course scue of the mnobles who are title holauers and
are allve have also boon interviewed. Most oi them
res:;ondents to ocur questlonnaire are tho descendants of

the notles, hence the use oi this teorm.

lie have aprroached the nobles and thelr descendants
through two methods.

(1) Cause vtudlese.

(2) otructured ucstionnaire.

(1) The case studles were conducted with a view to make
an in-depth study of a few nobles. Thou:h wo collected a
detalled intormation from rmore than 6 nobles, we have

included only four cases in this stuqy for the sake of
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brevity. 1In the case studies we had to approach the nolles
a mumber of times. In each sitting the conversation
invarlably digressed into various directions because we had
planned to allow free expression in the interviews to make
the outcome unrestricted and all pervasive. In at least one
case 9 sittings could make the findings relevant and
conclusive. In the course of discussions, notes were taken,
whlch were later on integrated and analysed. One nobtle,
however, gavce his statement in writing after we have had a

few general dlscussions.

One of the nohles has maintalned regular annual
dlaries. Though some of these dlaries have been lost in the
shifting from his father's palace to varlous houses, still
more than 20 diaries are in possession. Ve have carofully

studioed them and wmade use of the same in the rolevant case.

Among the four cases studled, one belongs to the
Yalgah category, two to the iremler Nobles, and vne to the

Other lioLles® cateygory.

At the end of each case, a few socloloiical inferences
have been made, and at the end of all the four cases general
obscervations have becen given. The case studies reflect the
views and attitudes morec pointedly than the questlions asked,
becanse here they had a chance to speegk out what was not
covered in the questionnaire directly.
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THE HYIPOTHESESS =

The questionnaire was prepared and the nobles
interviewed ulth certain hypotheses before us. Our
hypotheses, however, werc rather vaguo in the beginning,
but by our personal ccntact and pretesting we have been
able to glve them a rough hewn shape. They may be stated
here, under the captions of our four chapters of the
analysls of the questionnaire, as followss

I. NATURYS AND IMAGE ) DI ITY g

(1) The older nobles had hi;h notions of their group
though this mgy not be equally upheld by thelr
descendents wvith the changeda clrcumstances.

(2) The differences betwcen the ji'ececessor nobles and
the descendant nobles with rogard to the nature
and image of nobllity wmay not Le equally stiong,
particularly vwith regard tos (a) assoclation of
nobllity with reli:;ion and corxmnlsy, (b) thelr
social, racial and ancestral superlorilty,

(c) regarding social stratiiication to be natural,
inherent and rather permancnt.

II. TRAITS AND SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR s~

-(D Attachuwont and loyalty to the otate power was a
trait of the noollity. The descendant nobles also
uphold this characteristic of thielr class.






(2)

(3
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The superiority ocomplex of the predecessor nobles
stood 1n thelr way of accevting ordinary Jjobs and
services; the descendant nobles also follow the
saie practice.

The predecessor nobles looked upon the macsses

as low and unreliable; their descendants also
believe in this 'permanent' division of the
society 1in high and lowe.

III. VAIUES AND VISWS3-

(D

(3

The predecessor nntles took 1lifc oasy. The
descendant nobles are also inclined to take it
the same way.

he predeocessor lwbles regarded the jaglirdari
systom as historlcally anu logically sound and
Juste lholr descoldants also uaintaln this
conviction.

The attitude ol the prodecessor nobles was
discrininatory tovards the women. rho descendant
nobles also wvelieve in the scgregaticn oi women

in the puardah systeu.

IV. CHALLENGES AND RESPONSES3=

(D

The cultural changes have been merc distressing
for the descendant nobles than the politlcal and

the ecoiulc changes.
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(2) The predecessor nobles were committed to monarchy
as the just form of government. As such their
descendants also cannot reconcile with the
democratic form of the modern times.

(3) The descendant nobles, in the background of their
sense of superlority as a privileged class, are
ot inclined to take resort to democratic ways
in order to remedy soie of the ills that have
befallen thelr class as a consequence of the

changes that nave taken placoe

The avove are some of the hypotheses whilch have been
studled through a sct of statcuents and questions in the
four chaptcevs (VI, VII, VIII & L.). subsequent observations
have been uiauo at the end oi each statencnt and question.
fne rinal concluslons, however, have been drawn in the

1:s5t chaptere.

(¢2)) Next to the case studies, the main tool of ow f{ield
investigatlon has been a structured questionnaire. lhe
questlonnaire has been broadly divided into the following
partsse
(I) (a) Blo-Historical data covering the particulars about
age, marital status, famlly structure, children etc.
(b) EBconomic status and nobility status.
(¢) Sducational qualilications.






(1D ‘mestions about the Nature and Imgge of Nobility (12).
(I1D) Questions about the Traits and Social Echaviour of
Nobllity (16) .
(IV) @questions about the views and values of nobility (16) .
V) Juestlions about the soclo-politicel changes and
challenges.

The detalled questionnaire which was originally
prepared was tried out in the pretesting. On the basis of
the pretesting the questionnaire was altered with considerable
pruning, so as to make 1t practical ond ncceptable to the
respondents. The roactions tec the questions, snd the
statewents, in particular, have been tolulated and analysed

il detall unuer the speciflc chapters, nonely:

(D Nature and Image of Notdlity
(2) Traits and social Behaviour
(3) Views and Values, and

(4) Challenges and Responses.

In our obs rvitlons we have also draw:l fro.. our
genergl Inferences of the longer sct of the guestlonnalre,
which we have asdministered orally which helvod us in forming
our wiclusloiwe Tids lhias ween adopted in oxrder to
supplement the tabulateu concluslons and to reintorce then

by the inforences drawn irow lnterview notes.
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This survey throu;h the yuestionnaire has been the
major instrument btut not the only one. Wie have depended
haavily upon the social meets, personal relationships,
confident revelations and cross checking with different
categorles of the descendants of the nobles about their
matual relationship and rcactions.

As will be scen from the questionnaire given in the
appendix and its a.plicatlon in the relevant chapters, it
1s divided intos

(1) Statements, and (2) Questions

The statcnents are so framed as to invite clear
responses in terms of agrecmont or disagrecuent. In putting
the statewents before the intervleweces, we first explalned
the statcuent 1In detail, so that they uay iirst understand
1t fully anc then responde.

BLSAK UP OF TH:

All the reosponses to the statcments have been
classified and tabulated under four inuependont variables.
The break up or the tacles has been as followss

(A) Age Groups

(B) Educational Levels.

(C) Income Grouns.

(D) Categories of Nobles.






The above independent variables are significant. For
example the older the descendant nobles the greater is their
attachment to theilr traditional past and as such they are
more inclined to identify themselves with the cultural
heritage and image of the nobility. The educational level
on the other hand reveals another iumportant trend. The more
they are educated in the modern pattern of education, the
more they are relaxed and liberal towards the new national
trends of democracy and secularism. Educatlion, however,
tonds to make them conscious of *heir past glory, and thas
has quite often been reflcctcd in their respvonscese. The
income groul has croated real problew in our analysis. The
nobles werc quite well off ecormomically before the abollition
of the Jaglrdari systeni. Thelr present incouwe groups,
therefore have become insignificant particularly with regard
to thelr responses in connectlon with lmage, views and
values; and in spite of vresent low income position they
vere found inclined to resvond in the manner of old
prestiglous ctatus. Illence the inconme groups have presented
a very vagrant »lcture in the scnse that prescnt lncone
variations have not significantly affected thelr deep rooted
colivictions. One thing that pervades them all is the
substreauw of Lhe 1lucoue having ceased to be of mach impact
on their views, as they are mow drawing thesc lncowues as a

result of the changes, tut actually they had large estates
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in the background of which they were born, bred and brought
ubPe Having thus once imbibed the pattern of 1life of high
incoine group, they often do not easily change thelr views,
though in our tables they may be classified in low income
groups. The catcgories of the nobles, however, reveal
responses true to the attributes attached to the varlous
ranks of the nobility. The higher the rank of the interviewee
the stronger 1s his loyalty to the older values and
tradition and the mo:c¢ is hc askance to the modern trends of
clianzo; although tho menbers of chis class also have reallised
the inevitability of change and ave egui;j:ing and preparing

themselves fast to {ind noev place in sccictye.

In dealing with the statements and the questlons, we
have given general percontaies of each table. The tables

are given in Appendix-A.

Obscrvation of each break up of the toble has been
made. After a.l tie rour indegendent variatles have been
explained, we have given ygeneral observation. At the end
of the chapitor we have trled to sum ub She respoonscs to the
statements and the quostions. soile relevant detalls, 1lists
of nobles ani the Libliography have been glven as Appondices
to substantiate the argument discussed in the maln body of
the study.






The treatuent of tlie whole subject has been based,
in short, on drawing historical background, and then
investigatin; the descendant nobles to see how far they
have been ablce to adjust themselves wilith the geneial
trends of change inspite of thelr traditional past and its

historical breakdowne
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CHAPTER - II.

SOCIO-HISTORICAL DEJCHRIVTION OF NOBILITY
(Buropean, West Asian and the Mughal Nobility)

FEUDALISM AND NOBILITY - THE UZSTENN EAPRESGIONS-

The Western expression of feudalism and nobility 1is
nelther simple nor consistent. For some it is the basic
type in terms of which expressions of feudalism in other
countries should be explained;l for others it is more a
historic and specific event, more or less confined to the
West, "which will perhaps never happen againﬁ.z The
general llestern trend seems more to agree with Voltalre
who ¢regarded feudallsm, not as an event tut as a form;
believed that similar forms could beaidentified in other
reglonal ond national contexts also. Ono should, however,
agree with Marc Bloch that granting the dlificulties in
identifying the phenomenon of feudalism in the lWiestern
civilization, it cannot be gainsald that it was a very
important and strong institution. It was this institution
which the National Assembly of France decreed on llth
August, 1789 "to abolish totally". How could one
thenceforth deny the realizy of a system which 1t had

caxsed so much to destroy.

It should, however, be remembered that the Zurcpean
feudalism seems to be the outcome of the violent
dissolution of the older socleties. It is not purely and
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exclusively based so mich on kinship as on the rigorous
economic subjugation of a host of people by a few
powerful men. They symbolise the virtual identity of a
class of chiefs with a class of warrilors .5

DEFINITIONS OF FEUDALISHS-

Ganshof writes: "feudalism may be regarded as a body
of Institutions creating and regulating the obligations of
obedience and service - mainly military service - on the
part of a froe man (the vassal) towards ancther free man
(the lord), and the obligatlions of protection and
maintenance on the part of the lord wlth regard to his
vassal. The obli;ation of maintenance had usually as one
of 1ts effects the grant by the lord to his vassal of a
unit of real property known as a fief. This sense of
the word feudalism is obvliously mere restricted and more
technical than the other" .6 It 1s a concept of obligatlon
freely entered into by the feudal lords which results in
the notion of one's dignity as a free man. In other vords
one is not bound to obey an order which 1s incompatible
with one's dignity.7 Strayer and Coulborn also, though
they are more interested in the political functions of
feudallsm, place emphasis on the basic importance of
personal agreements, reflccting feudallsn as a concern

8
for individual freedom and worth. Marc Lloch soyss






® A subject peasantry; wldespread use of the service
tenement (l.e. the fief) lnstead of a salary which vas
out of the question; the supremacy of a class of
specialised warriors; tles of obedlence and prrotection
which bind man to man and, within the warrior class,
assume the distinctive form called vassalage; fraguwentation
of authority - leadlng inevitably to disorder; and; in
the midst of all this, the survival of other forms of
assoclation, family and Jtate, of which the latter, cduring
the second feudal age, was to acquire reneved strength -
such then sgem to be the fundamental fcatures of suropean
feudallsm' .

It has a few very signiiicant features. iirst of all
it reaks away frouw the orthodox equation between feudalisn
and fief. Bloch hiwsclf aoes ot lay much stress on the
etyuology of the concept and does not regard 1% as very
decisive for historical analysis.m secondly, he docs not
hold that each couponent of feudallsm should be ontologically
bound up with thc Sotalldy c’ foudalilsme. Zach conponent
canr contime with or without a feudcl situation. Thirdly,
Bloch mgkos subject peasantry as the first characterlstic
of feudallsm. He maintains a clear distinction between a
tenant znd a slave. Ho agrees with other scholars

pertainin; to the supremacy of the warrior class, bonds of
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obedience and vrrotection and fragmentation of authority.
He 1s, howevcr, unique in discerning the survival of the
famlly and state as other forms of association within and
after the feudal age.

QRRIGINS O FilUu ol I T
Feudallsu in the iiest, owes 1its origin to both the

Hy WiusTge

economic and political conditions prevalent in Zurope
from the early nineth century down %o the thirteenth.n
It vwas also stated that 1t was more a historical response
to the breakup of o0ld loyalties and systems and as such it
was an evolutlonary factor. The early prhase of feudalism
combrised of overlappins svheres of influence each centred
around sone local lord. Later feudalism was more like a
set of holdins corrorations in which the local lord was
stlll important ut was controlled by a higher anthority.
Both 1in the first and later phases feudalism was far from
involving an officient government, "but its very
imperfections encouraged the experiments, wl;ich kept 1t
from belng a stagnant form of government".lu strayer is of
the opinion that though feudalisu was unlike a just form
of government, yet "it was the flexibllity of its
institutions ana the loyalty of their subjects which
enahbled the kings oif the toest to create the first modern

14
statest.






Ganshof treats the subject from a different angle
emphasising personal dependence and a speclaliscd millitary
class &3 a lghemmona favourable to and characteristic of
feudallsm. Strayer and Coulborn glso refer to personal
contracts as basic to feudal structure wherein political
power 1s personal rather than institutional involving no
separation of i‘uxmt:ion.s.l6 The central figures in this
personal nextus are the lord and the vassal and it 1s only
when the union of these two relationships is couplete, one
can speak of a fully developou feudalism in Viestern Europe.
It is needless to add that the lord-vassal group possesses
a monc»po?l‘.;,'8 or near monopoly of military power in a feudal

soclety.

IDENTIFICATION OF NOBILITYs-

Coulborn hesitates to o uate feudal noblllity with
aristocracy. They are not, according to him, nocessarily
concurrent, though they are soon recosnised as such. It

is primarily an aristocracy of abllity but therce has
19
always been o tenucney towards hybridity of functions.

Bloch holds the view that feudalism and nobllity are not
primarily linked togoether. The foudal revolution in 1its
violent attack on nobillity, was not capable of an

analytical judgment. It looks only to soclal privileges
and heroditary succession as the sharacteristics of the

17
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nobility. Bloch sees the emergence of nobllity relatively
late in Western Zurope, becmse it took 2 very long tiume
to give soclal privileges ang hercditary succession a
logal status. In other words the logal status, according
to Bloch 1s an essential part of the concept of nobility,
particularly in the late and more doveloped stage of
feudalism.

If one 1s to learn from the Latin word, ‘nobilis’one
may tend to regard the nohle as one who is pro-eminent,
and this then meant distinction of birth. It was based on
the confidence that one, in order to have a title to
nobility, should have in his ancesters, no one who was a
slave. s far as the measure of wealth vas concerned, the
noble was onc who derived hic riches not by work but by
privilege and amthority. It was in this context that a
hlorarchy of status could develop. According to Bloch,
before nobllity becaue a lezal class, it was known more
by its ancestry, its wealth, its exercise of mithority and
its social habits.do

It vas with the identity cf jowor, status of birth,
wealth, mode of life anu morals that the nobility of the
twelfth century, in Burope, was on 1ts way to become, o1
according to Marc Dloch, a legal and hereditary class.

The lcsal identification was tacilitated on three levelss






(1) practice of the order ot the Knights, bestowing upon
men of dlstinction, both of the nobllity and sometiuwes
outside the nobility, the title of distinction, (11)growing
solidarity of the Lmpire or a state as a source of legal
sanction and award, and (1i1)the heightening tonsions in
the European soclety, whose cleavages were further widened
by legal and imperial decrees. It was in this shape that
the Buropean nobility existed, thoush degenerated and
decadent, on the eve of the French rewlution. Barrinz the
case of tngland, which has 1ts distinet peculiarities, the
origin and development of rnobility followed the lines which
we have referred to in this brief account.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THI UuoDhili oYuTui 10n THe X o
INDIAN SY.T5M OF FRUDALIGM AND NOBILITY X

Ve uould dmaedlately molze o few tentative obscervatlons

whilch will be exgmined in detall as we proygress in thls study.

First and foremost, the .estern rcudallsu, 1f we take
¥arc Bloch's sumuary definitlion as represgntative, socrs to
be logally similar to the Inalan conte;;t.uz but we should
however limit what we imply here by the Indian contoxt as
such. It will refer only to that feudallsi and that
nobility which could be identified during the Muslim rule
4n India roughly from the fourteenth century doun to the

middle of the twentlcth. It cnvers the Delhi Sultanate






before the advent of Mughals, the Bahmani Kingdom, the

flve kingdoms of the Deccan after the brea:-down of the
Bahmani Kingdom, later Mughal regime, and Asafjahi

Kingdon during the disintegration of the Murhal Empire

and the consolidation of the Lritish iiule in Indiae. The
perlod covers more than six hundred years with fourteen
ruling dynéagties,aa four eithnic groups,24two linguistic
traditions and a territory eyual to that of iurope
exlualng iussia. Any social phenomenon within this broad
aid comples framework caul leither be uniform nor susceptible
to a tenable generallization. The economic and the political
history of India during thils period cannot be supposed to
have followed the sauwe line as the duropean history. There
aire other features whichh are peculiar to the Indlan scene
ala awseat Ul Lno  suropeall perioa particularly in its

éarly uwedleval centuries. .y arsg

1. A highly develolied monarchy .
2e The ruling dynastlies as 1mni: rant settlers.
3e The absence of any religlous organization like Churche.

4e The copresence of two acutely different relizious
traaitions.

Se the ilterate and the sophlsticated character ot the
Musllin nobllity »navticularly in the pre-suchal times
as the result of a mngssive migration of the intellectual
and a cultural elite troim Viest Asia after the fo211 of
Baghdad and the Mongol devastationg

Ge A highly developed religious legal ethics derived from
Islam;






7o rresovnce of highly influential sufl or mystic

leaders, somctimes challenging the very authority

of the monarch, and
8« The concept of Islamic cquality between men and

men regarding rights and duties.

Thero was, besides these pecullarities, the Hindu soclal
structure envelopin;; the civil subjects and the subject
peasantry, which in 1ts intiicacy and traditionalism did not
have any parallel in the ljestern Soclely. There 1s in the
Indian context a subject peasantry, a wide siread use of the
service tenamcnt, the confusing suprenacy of race, derands
of obedlence and rrotection, and a lord - Vassel relationship,
though nct exactly similar to the Lesteirn tyre. But these
are mere pgencralizations. It requires a thoroush soclologlcal
and comparative study to demonstrate how far Eloch's
definition of Auropean feudalism could be anrplicable in the
Indian Muslim context.

Out study is not about ireucalisi. It is about Nobility
during its last historical phose in liydcrabads e shall soon
see that the Nobiliby as such could have aerived 1ts status
and authority rrouw many sources. rthe feudal was one of them.
It was not all as the studles of the .estern oxpression

seel to u;holde.

The description of the nobility, agaln to rofer to

Marc Dloch's accouni, is not tully applicable to the Indian
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scene. The reasons are obvious. They are two different
phenomena belonglng to two dirierent civilizations. But
Marc Bloch's account is si:;niticant and instructive. We can
use hils emphasls and pursue them in our study. His emphases
are: (1) a distinction is made between the proe-legal and
‘the legal status of nobllity, (2) the nobility in the West
is regarded more as a warrior class in contradistinction
with the peasant and the umerchant. This is identified as

an anclent source of cleavage in socloety, (3) thce nobllity
1s described as a culture, worc as a culturc in capsule,
practisin; 1ts oun ocaupations and destructlions ana holding
the rest oi soclicty in disregard and conteuyt »(4) the
nobility is seen as practising, without reallsing,a double
Bmorality, the worallbty or oppression and the morality of
courtesy (5) the notility is secn by Hare Bloch, as hils
account of foudal soclcely offers, as an atonowy of
behaviour and culturc vhose usciulness in tne evolution of
soclety, rarticularly recgaraln; such institutions as lamily,
state and roligilon, mgy Le inierred tut canmot be clecarly
estgblished. These emphases 1n liarc bloch, keepling in view
the terms of their statement and theori.atlion will be
recalled as we proceed to e:aminc the Mughal nobility and
later the Nobllity under the Nizams,.






FEUDALISM AND NOBILITY « CENTRAL ASIAN EAPRESSIONg=

Ve now turn to the Central Asian institution of nobility.
Thero is, however, one dilffercnce between the statement of
Central Asian expression and the account of the liestern
expression, particularly by Marc Lloch. The latter, as we
have jJust seen, 1s avallable in a more systematic and
conceptualised form, whereas the evidences of the Central
Aslan nobility are more in terms of simple historicagl and
literory character. lie shall be relylng more on the 'Tora!
of Changlz Khan and Tuzukat' of Talmur, the two most
important and declsive documents pertaining the art of
government and the strategy of controlling grouns of
diverse ethic and cultural origins. The historlans of the
Maghal rule in India seeu to rightly hold that the lMuhals
in India tended to recall and imitate thelir ancestors from
Central Asia and Trans-0xlana. Hence the need to retrace

thew here.

Jadunath Jarkar describes the fzhal governuent ond
administration as a Persio-Arabic systen in the Indlan
settmg.% but it was not simply a Persilan and Arablc
heritage, in addition to it, the Mughals in Indla claimed
to be the heirs of Changiz Khan and Talimr, who were not
only oconguerors but were statesmen and administrators of
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high ordere.






The legal code of the ituhals called Tora, formlated
by Changlz Khan was a mamial of the rules and the
regulations of the mllitary and political organization of
the Empire. Babar often refers to the Tora in his Memoirs
and says, "Our forefathers through a long srace of time,
have respccted the Changlz Tora, doing nothing opposed to
it, vhether 1n assombly or Court, 1in sitting down or rising
up, "“and adds, “"though thc Tora has not the divine
aathority, so that a man obeys it of necessity, still
good rulesif conduct must bc oboyed by whomsoever they
arc left“. Babar adds turthor, "Frcclscly as Changlz lald
down hls rules, so the Mughals still observe them," and
referring to the arrangement oi the lughal army in the
battleiield, he writes; "ilach wan has his place, Just
whore his ancestors had it; right, right; left, left; centre,
centre .29 Talmur, Babar's great ancestor derlved a groeat
deal from the Changlz Tora anu added to 1t hls own code,

Tuzukec=Talmrl.

CHANGI< KHAN'S ARIGTOCRATIC LAULSs=-

The great task of Changlz Khan was to bring under his
sway all the tribes of liongolistan and to unite them. He
laid down a constitution “on a strictly aristocratic basis".
In the same way as an aristocratic family or class 1ls the






head of a tribe, so, In the system of Changiz Khan the
Golden Clan ( Altan Uruk ), with 1ts vassals and
followers, 1is the head of all peorles, of all the world.
At the head oi the luperlal clan 1s the Zuperor, who is
the head of his own clan and of the aristocracy that has
Joined him, rather than the head oi the peorle, or of
the nation. Changiz Khan never conceived of hiluself as
a popular leader. His messages, docrees and statutes are
never addressed to the peopls, but always to tlie princes,
Hoyans and Legaturs.m The strategy &f Changlz khan could
be sumued up in the followin: terms. The individual clans
or tribes were grouped for military mrposes, capable to
mister the required army at the shortest notice. At the
hcad of each grouly, Changilz Knan placed such ken as he
trustod personally. Those chlofs constituted the
"Kurultal” or assenbly of the nobles, which was called
every year, and at other timwes as well, when the umperor
wilshed to tcke any luportant decision. It was one such
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assenhly, which had elected Talimr as the suprome head.

ECONOMIC STIANGLE-IIOLUS: -

A structure like this did not encouraie private property,
a8 the nobles, and thelr trlbal followers, vere in tact
enterpreneurs cmployed by the suprewe head of the tribe

as the Lmperor. As long as thaey were 1n the scrvice of the
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emperor, they were assured of weans of livelil-hood,
security and status; and also the share in the dlunder
end other benefits of the conquests, such as assignment
of the revermes of the terrltorles they conquered or
exclusive rights to graze their cattle and horses in
certain areas. but the ownershlp of such lands and
assets did not belong to them and remalned only »t the
disposal of the emperor. It 1s therefore not at aill
surprising that the custonm of transferring mohblces froiu one
province to another or to different jagirs and of talclng
over ot the property of the nobles on their Jeath, as
followed by chanuiz Khan and i'aimar, was practisced by
their successors in Central Asla and India. Clavijo, the
spanish auwbassador, who was lor some tilue at Talmur's
Court tolls us that i a noble bacawe an object of
displeasurc ot the Luperor, "llis lilghness will selze
whatever that lord may possess, ana very hrobably in
addition Iﬂl?ﬁhiili to death, for such is the rule and

ordinance" .

TAIMOL 'S STRATHUGY 3~

The nobles and the tribal chilofs, brousht torether
under Talmr, were not really hils mere subordinatoes. The
institution of the royal court employling a gradced anthority
and status or the nobility had not yet taiecn shape. There
was always a precarious equilibrium between the tribal chlefs
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and the capeoror. The Jodiwy rojardod shorselves more in
shares of [lTaluur's fortuncs, and lalima. in his tovm rofers
bo thewm as " guardians o:r kingdodd M frlends ésbrothers", or

ngoupandions and partnoers' of nis fortune' .

But this brotherhood of nobility was fundamentally
qualified by the rivalrics of the different tribes and
tribal chiefs, and Talmur capitalised over their disunity.
To glve stability bto ils luage and to keep the nobles in
order and submisslon, and to unlte then under his banner,
Talmr adopted diffevent wmc-ns of both nower and rversuasion.
He sayss "And those who n~ve dilssatisfled, I called each of
them senaratelys.... those vho were cautious wid avaraclous,
I teapted them by wealth and riches, and those who fixed
thelr eyes on dignitles and coimand and governuent, aaong
then I shared out the countries and provinces, which I had
subduedee... and oy words ulth theuw werce thoso, that I had
nade thew the partners oi ny tortbtunes, and they united
firmly in wy de.as:l;;nss".:34 ohienever a pgoueriul noile rcfused
to submlt, Taluur usca to Intri;uc with the othcr chilefs
of his tribe, thus making thew secek hls support. then their
strcngth vas thus exhawsted, thoy beth ylolded to Talmur,
who could then be in a position to scinud ther aggainst some
other noble who had not submitted. Thus, he “sowed
animositiss among the princes of DBadakshan until thoy
disputed among themselves", and looked towards Talmur for






support and pvotection.as

In addltion to chis principle of uiviude anu rule,
Talmui dld cvolve the sprbols oi authority anu statuge.
Pirst auong them was the concopt of viwe crown and the
superor, a symbol which transcenued the tribal anthority
and whlch wrought about within the tribal consciousness
a noril and a valuc uhich gave them g sense of destiny
and sublinatlion. 7Tolmur used the syubol and related to 1t
she tribal cmotlons Ulaouygn hls stracegy or distinctilons,
honcurs and rovardse " I won vhelr attachuont', says lalmar
Yby kind vords and open countenance anda by gilits and
rroscnts” .:15 The mobles, who had dlstinpulshed themselves
in the hour of battle 'ere generously rewarded and elevated
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by various titles, flags and drums.

A CRITICAL 112VIBWs 3 NO CLAow CONGCICUSHNUGU s =

Lhiatever unity Yalmar hau brought about awmong the
tribal chiefs, whc constituted tic rauks or the nobility
under hin, did not rost on ary stable and ablding foundatlon.
As socn s Talmu:r passed away, ada Sho authority of the
arperor vanished, the trical couflicts leu to the
disintegroabion ol thoe ewvlres. Ihe descriptlon oi the
Mongol -rinces ab the tiumce oi EBabar's ascenslon to the
throuw o Farghana (1484) glven by Lanepole attests the
fact that Trans-Oxlana was a cockiplt of jealousy and strife.

We are not, hovcver, intercstcd in the actuzl rhenomenon of






conflict among the tribal chiefs and mobles of the Mongols.
What 18 striking in ell this is that the nohlos were not
class conscilous and were not united even to protect their
ovn interest as a class. Each tribal chief or noble looked
after his own personal intercsts and looked upon another
tribal chief as his rival and enemy. This uvas contradictory

to the entire concernt of a ¢lass or class consciousness.

A LOOSE MUT FERSIOTLII FRALLIUIK S -

But what 1is wore striking is the creation of a
franework witi:in which the nobility as a wiwlce acued and
behaved. “his {rauwework vas a creation oi both Changlz and
Talmre. It can: be abstracted in tords ou. wonarchy, royal
identity, and iwcbillity as & body. rfhe very ioundation of an
auplre yas an ifuproveient upon the tribal systew. It was
throughh the oupire thot cachi luciviauad orive becoe a
historically evolved coilvmnlity. sven vhen bthe Luplre
disintemrated, the conflictin:g tribal chicefs struggled to
attailn the position of the wordnant authority, over other
tribal chiefs. Thls very toendency to brin;; othiers under

oile Lamncr, uas a resldue oir tho experience of the Zumpire,

TiEd CONCurT Or hOYAL DlWGUs=-

The concedt of royal blood or lalmuri blood was
another forceful or powverful norm to uvhich the trlbal
chiefs subscribe aven after the disintegration of the
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Empire of Talmr. They contlmied, though rent by rivalry
and Jealousy, to espouse a cause of one or another prince
of Taimurl blood. The nobility under Changiz Khan is said
to have taken an oath that "so long as there remains of
thy posterity a morsel of ilesh we will not place on the
throne a prince of any other bramch"f.39 The eldest son of
a ruler was generally considered the rightful heir to the
throne. Even when the cause of his other sons was urheld,
it was a further proof of the supremacy of the royal
identity. During the shapeless perilod of the disintegration
of the Empire, the nobles, independent and more powerful
than the princes, did mot call themselves, rulers or
successors of Taimur's Empire. The idea that a ruler must
be a prince of royal blood seemed to be ingrained in then.
The nobles were of course king magkers, but never becane
Mirzas, the traditional title of the persons belonging to
the princely class. The nobility as a body was a creation
of the fraucwork of the euplre.

SSEMBLY OF NOBLESS -

It was Changiz Khan who, as we have sald earlier,
instituted 'Kurultal', the Assembly of the Nobles, who
used to meet normally every year, and Changlz Khan presided
over them as their supreme head. Apart from the tradition
that the eldest son of a ruler should be the rightful helr
of the throne, there was an equally lmportant tradition






that the nmobllity could elect a ruler. Talmr was elected
by the nobles end so also hils predecessor Kamlshah.qo
Section 111 of the Tora forbids any Prince undoer pain of
death to cmise himself to be proclaimed Khan without having
first being elected Ly a goneral assembly formed of the
chiefs of nations. These threc (components of the frauework
of the empiro, viz; the emperor, the house of the emperor,
the norm of the royal blood), and the nobility as a body
vare responsible in tronsformin:: the tribal chiefs into a
dgifferent group, not a tribe, not a class, but sometiilng

betwean theil.

A UL 6 CLAI ALD CLASG s~

he iliongol nobility was tims a mediating oz ney btotuean
two sociolegical ~nd evelutionary ldentities, Sribe and

1ass. The latter mulled then towards a trasscenden®tal

o

dinen

@]

ion, ore uhlch asked for n loyalty beyond the tribe,
the former linked then to thelr heritape, and une ths a
moral and cultural contont of the wvory trenscendenco vihilch
seercd to surersede their tribal Lorality and culture.
These two factors, tribe and ciass contlmed to detoridne
the behaviour of the nobility when the central scene of

the Mughal history shiftoed to India.

PALVIR 03 LaGACY s3 A CALAOI OF COILLICT MONG NGLLLES s -

Laber macught the legaey of deontrol \sla to lila






a legacy basea vu bthw wonilicts oi the tribal chlefs of
the nobles. uelng a keen anud esperlenced oboorver of life
and events, he seous Lo be prainfully avwere of tiic nature
anu the challenge oi thnis legacys. siany notles had joined
him in his Congquest of India. iflany had aiso deserited nhin
after getting their share 1l the wualtli that <cho Indian
colpalgn provided anda ouhers were collpolling hin to o
back to Kobule. DLaber alu iwt llave Sli. S0 or,;wnisc the
nobility wnicit acceom anted hin on Wly IToalas cong 2l ror
his son Humgyun, could eficet 1iL. ‘he Lol Jorlod of
Ikeayun's cerdlle from Incin 15 cn evidernco of how tho

Ma 2ol noblllity did roft unine uncer hiu Lo 71 0% fox him
ouainst Sher ohohe  shoer chah who had sosved Loz for
Loire thay o yoor seons do onnilal;: =1 htly of Lho dlstndty
~nd the dlsoreer  in The Machal cam o He 30ys5: Y"oince

I have becn amons; the Mushels and knotw their condeet in
action, I sce that they have no order or discirline”.

Tt was pot until the last ycars of Alikar that the Mochal
nobility acquired the character of an corganized and
hierarchical hodye

The Lest \sian records of nobillity are quite diiferent
fror: the &uroiesn, vhorein we have found thnt the feudalism
rrepared the props on whilch the Zurc.ean nobllltyévoivede
Then also we £ind some attenits at the theorlzation. The

lest Aslan heritage 1is that of the Mongols from when the






Mughals, before they arrived in India, drew a lot. It is
out oi the lughuls, that the Nizam nobility grew. So for
us here, it 1s a doulle stack backward look.

The loose nix of clan and class took a definite shajpe
under the Maghals and this fstlrroed consclousness descended
down to the nobles of Hyderabad. Though the hostalglc
raaewbr ances of the Mighals arce aot rerceived in them the

anclont herltage jis not forgobtten by thon.

The Assenblage of lioblos, could not contimme aiorng the
Mughals. ‘he iforaal loose stiucture, jassed through alfferent
forts and wolned i percolating persictance il the frawework
of conmmon head the Baperor and lear te that a ciass of
persons, playing their roles in the mrke ~nd unnake of
powors thiab be. Tre bonds of union were varried; tostly
the blue blecod rumning in thom and econoric concesslons
granted to them from the top. The Hyderabad nobles acceited
the monorchichal form, prided over thoir blne blood m™inning
in thedr vions, craved for economlc concesslons, indulred
in roliticel mancoverings and enjoyed a share 1n the
cxcercise of powvers of the state Uhwoup direct particliration

and indirect distant but effectlive Influences.

Loedeoy icturce oi the power of the mwbility,as a
cless aevelo. cu curing the Maghnn rezine, thot Soo vhen
1% voochics itc oentth cond oaatuvity. It 4s rrom thie dughals

11, thely priwe and decedence that Hyderabad Nobles derived
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thelr maln roots.

FEUDALISM AND NOBILITY - THE MIGHAL BAVPRESSION

GUCI0=HISTOR ICA}; BACKG@WUND -

By the lMmihal rule in India we mean both the powor and
the image (even without power) that rested with a particular
Magh:adl proun which clalmod the raclal descent fron timo of
Changlz Khan and which started 1ts reglue In Indie with
vaber (15:6) lesting thuough ulficrent vicissitudes of
pouer wid gloxy until tic fall of Lahawur oiwh cafer (1857) .«
The “mghals could cxrend snd stebilise their hegremony in
Indio bty evolving an intricoate pattern of military and
civil administration. The Murhal nobility constituted the
most imvortont part of this nattern. It was a btodv of
officcrs of the statce whose role was decisive in svch
cruclal nistoricnl hours as suecessien te the throne, the
minority of tho emperor or hls sicuness and inability to
rule. che novmal lunctions weri, howover, based on the
staviiity o1 wmibual Lrust (o ernectatiolls betweaceit them
and che Cnvesror, particularly councernins; the riising and

the Inavaileiility of the f'ighting lorces.

LANIS OF NCDILITY:-
A noble is 1ldentifisllc 1n torms of his rorik, and
here wa ecchne across o very rich and also basic historical

evidence h~naed down to us by the contemnrorary writers and
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travellers. Jamsam-ud Daula, the author of Ma'asirul Umara,
includes in his biographies of the nobles from the reign

of Shah Jahan only those who held the rank of 3000 and above.
Abul Fazl the offlclal historian of Akbar's reign 1nc‘];udes
in his 1ist the nobles even down to the rank of 200.4‘
lilllian Hawkins who served the Bast India Company during
Jahangirt's tire mentions the poers upto the rank of 1000 only.
Lermdory who haa cone to India at the end of Jhah Jahan's
relsn @Ad not dentlon the notles below the rank oi 1000
horses .‘M It is obvious fron these varylng mneirical
vodues as we procced irolt Lhe oarly i hal tiues to Lho
lator iuphials that thoere was a jradual increase in the
mutber ol the ofllcers ot the stato anu thls perhiaps led

to the limitation of the rank of noblility in torms of a
greater munbor of horsemen. In other words the status of
the nobility as a whole should alsc shov a gradual fall in
order to cause the increase of r:zuma.‘%5 But the rank was not
the only criterion. Famlly connections, high lineage, royal
favourltism anu tribal leaucrslilp constltuteu other strong
aloments in the status ot nobility. The latter cleiuents
could even outweigh the sjeciflc ramk. Abul razi, tu whom
wa have alrceady referred and who hold che rank of 4000, was
a great confldent %é‘ Akbar; was feared even by ~rlnce saleem,

the heir auparent.






MILITARY CHARACTER OF THE NOBILITYs-

47
The noblility was, however, military in its character.

The fundamental object of the Mughal state was to recruit
and maintain for the land revemie and other sources of
state income a large army to uphold its supremacy agalnst
the native population, ambltious and rebellious Rajahs and
even noblesy Hence all the officials whether employed for
Civil, Judiclal or Police duties were officors of the army,
they all maintained a certaln mamber of soldiers or thelr
tribal followers ready for any military service. It was as
leaders of the army that the nobles occupied a great
position in the state. They were called upon to defend the
territories of the Empire and upheld its supremacy. besides
the military duty, which was central to their identity and
rank, the nobles were, however, engaged in the economic and
civil administration. They were bound to the emperor by
loyalty and fear and also by extreme affection and devotlon.
AS a reward for their services the nobles were pald very
high Salax‘iigs which varied from Rse ,000/- %0 Ese8,000/~

per month.

JAGIRS OF THE NCBIESs-

The salaries were of ficially fixed ut were not
necessarily pald in ca_sh. 'hey were generally paid by
an assignment oi the revemues of a portion of land; such
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lands were celled the Jagirs.49 The system of peyment in
thls wey, however, was more usual and convenlent both for
the LEuperor and the nobles. The nchles by possessing a
Jagir were sure of regular income without either depending
on the memory of tho King or on the efficiency of the
clerks of the state treasury for the payment of their
Salaries, while the King without taking ralns secured the
maintenance of order, the collection of revemeo and the
supprossion of the rebellions. This system gave the
nobllity a feudal character, ut it was not quite similar
to the feudallsm of France or Sn:lande The Jaglrs were
never acquired by the sons of the nobles as thelr hercditary
rightséonor did the 1obles held one and the same jagir for
life. All the lands were consldered as the property of
the ruler and the king could shift the nobles from one
jaglr to another .51 The custom mlght appear strange from
a Buropean point of view, tut this was an accepted practice
with tho Maghals both in Indla and Central Asia. Bernier
explains the system as unlike iurope and says "The land
throughout the empire 1s considered the property of the
sovereign, there can be o earldoms, marqulsates or duchies.
The royal grants consist only of pension olther in land
or money whlch the king é;éves, auguuwents, retrenches or

takes away abt pleasures.

This must immediately lead us to further examine the
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consideration that the Jagir and the rank of the noble,
even his personal and private property were not hereditary?a
Thomas lioe says, "He (the king) 1s every man's heir when
he dleth" .54 As the nobles dled thoilr property returned to
the King, like rivers to the sea.ss Similarly Hawkins
writes, "The custom of the Mughal Emperors was to take
possession of his moblomants treasures when they died and
to bestow on his children what he pleaseth‘lss bernier's
account also does not essentially diffexr irom Havkinss

But 1t must, howevci, bo obscrved that the sSuropean
travellers' accounts have made too much of the undorlined
principle of the non-hercditary character of thic rights of
the nobles, whlle we have evidence of the rights of the
sons being not really ignored. It is cowuwon knowledge

for the students of Mughal history that the fauilles of
Bairau Khan, stemadud vowla and chasuddin had enjoyed one
goneration aiter another, the favours of the Mughal Courte.
The qualificetlion of birth and hereditary vere respected
and the sons of the nmobles generally recelved favours soon
a:ter the death of thelr iather. Thelr later advaiceunent,
however, depended on their loyalty and service and also on
the cabaclty and villingness to aaminlstcer successful
manceuring. Thus 1t can be falrly observed that though
no hereditary rights were acknowledged concerning the
nodbility yet the emperor could not aluays ignorc the claims

of the sons and the relations of the mobles, mor was he
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expected to do so.

SAMINDARI STRUCTURE;-

Our discussion of the Mughal Jagirdari system will
remaln incomplete 1f we do not offer a brief account of
what the Jamindari structure was, and how it was related
to the Jagirdarl System under the Mughals. The mthor of
Hiratul Istelah,57 an elghteenth century work, defines
the term Camindarl as "literally meanin; master of the
land, but now (it means) the rroprictor of the land of
a village or township who also carvies on cult:ivﬂion"?s
On one extreme stood these 4amindars who either directly
cultivated or leased the land for cultivation and on the
other extreme stood the customary Rajahs, who were also
called camindars by the Mushalse. ifvery locality had some
land under <¢amindars and the rest was under the peasants.
If this was true, then the Jagirdar had normally to deal
with both peasants and the camindars in his Jagir. It
could then be normal for a Jaglirdar to summarily assess
the land 1n the possesslion of a waxindar and collect the
revemugc from him yithout having anything to do with the
peasents. Thls should have greatly siuplified the task
of the Jaglrdar -nd the agents. The tendency to glve a
heavy assessment of land was exactly the point at which

the Jagirdars encountered opposition and hostility of the
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wamindars, some of vhom were backed by their armed retainers
and sonetimes also by the peasants. In some cases a
Jagirdar misht be made by the court, the camindar of an
area, but this did not make that area his 'Watan' Jagir.
The Jaglr was always transferable while the <Jamindari was

a Permanent hereditery institution. The contradiction of
the systen hegan expressing 1tself more clearly during
Aurangzeb's reign which was uwarked by an incroasing pressure
of the State and of the Jagircdars uron the Jdamindars as a
clefuas.sg The conflict of the state and the Jamindars over
the pagyment of the land revemie wss howaver rcecgular feature
of the medleval socliety. Ther: was always a latent rewolt
at the basis of the society however hidden under the

powerful hegomony of the Mughals in India.

NOBILITY AS A HETEROGENZQUS BOUY s

The next important feature of the Mughal nobility was
that it was not a homogeneous boqy.so The tribal anu the
clannish character was deeuy rooted. Blood, family aid
tribal connections were percelved and maintainede. rhe
Turanis, the Uzbaks, and the Mughals, belonged to the ethnic
stock of the Mugzhal emperors and enjoyed a speclal status.
The nobles of the Persian origin, particularly aue to
their cultural and intellectual background, were always
favoured at the Mughal court. Then came the Afghan nobles
and the Yyeds of Barha who were stron; force, simultaneously






favoured and suspected by the Mupghal nings. The Hindu
Rajput nobles formed another important group and they

were dlstinguished from other groups in terus of the
sanctions they received from the Emperor. They were

already rulers in their ancestral lands and succeeded to
thelr thrones according to their owun customs. Their
rersonal proporty and hereditary lands were an exception

to the condltions a;:licable to the other noblecse. The Hinda
I.ajuhs reccgnlsed the autherity of the Emperor ut vere
indeyendent in their own territorios. The notility was,
however, dividecd further by raclal ancé religious affinitles.
Loslides the Arabs, the Afrlcans oand the Suropeans, who were
ifew ln maber anu far less inlluentlal, thore uvas o rixture
oi diffcrexnt ethnic grours whlch hcwever continuedzgsaociaxe
1tselt with onc or amwther lwortant racicl e clannish
aivisions. The Mislii secturian divisions of the sunnites
aliu the shilstcs were, however, a very well known and
acknowlceaged facte Their divisions provided the bases of
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dissension and disunity amon; the noblese.

SYSTE:: OF PLESENTSs-

The emperor s=nd the nobility were bound together, as
we have sald earlier, by imperial and military, raclal and
othnic network of loyalty and devotion which was, however,
not always free from tension and conflict. One of the most
intriguing institutions that bound thc emperor and the
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robility pertalned %o the presonts, which the nobility
offered to the eumperor; and the prescnts which the Ewperor
gave In turr %o the mbles. The Mughal amirs were bound
by custon Ho make suiltable offerings to tho Luperor on
various occewéons and ncbody could daro disregara this
1nst1tut.1.on.6 The nobles, the governors ol the provinces,
the princes and whomsoover the Buperor granted amdionce
vere aryected to bring in prosonts In ageccordsnce with the
glverts stolus and In kecping vith the huperor's Loloure
“he rekles in particuler, ostontatious s thoy we e, tried
esch
to ecicel/othoer in getting thio rarcst -nd the costlics
presents 1ossible. The birthiday ¢l tha Smnevor, the
coronation day, the new ycar day and the othor festival
cays wore 2 fow cnlef occaslois of regular audience wid
the Smperor callliyg forth cvery attendant in the royal
court to couwe forward with sultable prescnts of 'Ashrafliul
{gold coinsg) aird preclous suoied. Vhanever a perd3oi wWas
apolntec Ly the Smperor for ay spgeclal service or whenever
the duperor visited the house of & noila, the lattor vwas
eaxpectad tu oifer an asproprvlate 'Haczar'! (sresent).
Deralerts "Travels la the lughnal Swpire" and Jahangir's
womolss oflfer highly fascinatin; detalls of the cccasions
and e cabegoxrles of presents whichh tlic enperors rocelved
frouw their noble geatry. It should, howevel, be notec that
the presonss wero coacrete exprossiocns of tho loyaslty t
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the ewperor, and did mot go under bribery, becamse they
were mgde in publlic and were regarded as investuwent based
onh the expectations to receive the rewards frow the Eumperor,
who gave glawm titles, Jewels, elephants, horses and sets

of robes. Alul razl's Alnes-Akbari is one oi the
authentlic sources dealin; with the Mughal ciuperor's liberal
Lehaviour congeridn,, rewards wiiicn the nobles receivedo“
OLe shioulu include il Lhe Guporor's rowards Lo his xwbles
‘i ,g,ra;xi;iugsgr a Jagdly as a very iaportant and elaborate

jusvitubione.

QULTURE OF THE NODLESs-

The culture of She nobllity would msan how theoy livad,
vhat thelr values vore, and houw thoy reallzed thonm in theilr
behaviour. This will imnedilately load us to demcrente the
areas wherein the nnlilas wore Inderendant havine asotchony.
One having fulfilled the state dutles of malrtalning nen,
material and services recuired by the Emperor, and having
acted in proper and exvected terms concerning the rules of
ctiquette in relation to the Hoyal Court end the Emperor,
they were 1ree to run thelr affairs as they liked. They
thus hed amtonomous "“sarkars'* (esteblishments) which were
comprisaed of thelr militaryv continegent, officipels,
household statf, harem, serv-nts, and hangers nn.bs The

most Aimportant department in this establishment was one






which pertalned o the financial side of collecting reverme
iron the Jaglir, ana the oiiicer, who was in charge of the
finances was calleu 'viwan's. a versiiied panegyric ol a

saint of lunjab contalius a descrijption of the various officers
in a noble's sa,rxar.sv Apart irow the ‘Livan', there were
other officerss hhazina~-dar (ircasurer), iushrif-i-kKhazara
(Chief Accountant), lushrif-iecarkaer (Chizt Furchase Officer),
nhall=i-Sauan and Knualeoni:d OI0fcer fn charie of the

househodd and the otores).

One of the striking features oi the Mushal nobility,
was thelr necullar view of public welfare. Most of them
had built mumerous bulldings of public activity, "Uarais®
(traveller's inns), mosques, public garuens, uwarkeleplaces,
tanks, watere-falls, canals, residences ior the poor, wells,
Ihenichahs (Saint's Shrines), kitchens durin; the period of
femine, and Madrasahs. DBaikhtavar Khan, Shaista ihan,
rna MiT Jumla of Aurangzeb's tliue were falous builderse
Thaey also patronized axts, literature, wediclne and alchenw?g
But such works 23 involved sustained and collective
Institutilonalization of welfare and research, creative
2nd eritical disciplines did mot figure much in the lughal
timose "orks of large scale irrigation, hospitals, and

acadendc institutions did not seaem to have developed.
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The houscehold of the nctillity consisted of wilves and
gservants. A noile h-~d4d threz to feur wives and sonetinass
wore, the daaghtors of worthy and weglthricn, llving 1n
o Juxurious palace surrounded by hich wells, attended by
3lave gicls (from 10 to 10C scrotines), "toothlcss old
wouwen w1l beardless eurachs" .70 Inside tho palace luxary
mravalled -- gardens, waterfalls, rerfurcs, fountalns,
¢r3bly furndturas, wine, dance, ond mslce. Lesides these
the obles hod their ardaals Includiiv: Sigers, hawks,
and Laleons. vas o doors Sihwy vicsentel themselves in
coracons alsbdlay of Pomy and powe” riding on olenh-nt or
lorse o Mol athended Ly Sholdr crvalry oul gervants

o 71
or: oot tushing off &t ith peacocs tallse.

THE CQOURT ®TLURTTHs=

Nobles weve requircd to eidear twlce a day orning and
evening before the Emperor. uring the proceedings o the
Darbar, different rous we.c flied for the nobles or
different ranits, and every moble had %o stana at his
appointed place. No noble was perodtted to sit in the
Darbar. Nobody was to leave the Darbar wlthout the
Emperor's permission. Yo ocne could coue to tho iloyal
Court or the 2mperor'!s private rcsidonce wearing arms.

I+ was forbidden to coms in a carriane to tho enclosure
of the Emperor's house. The colours of the garments were

prescribed by the Bmperor. Nobody was to be admlitted to






the lloyal Court iIn half slceves. To oifer anything to one
another, as the nobles stand in the court, was strictly
prohiblted. sach sansgbdar oir noble was expected to mount
on guard with his regiment at the palace of the ILiiperor
on days aprointed for him. iLhen the Buperor went in
procession and rode on an elephant, the nobles followed
hiwu on horses, ana when the Buperor was on horsce bedcin,
they weire supposed to be on focte ie tthar *11, while
comuwentin,; on these forwms of ctijuests, »oys: “The real
object 01 tilese detalicu wyulcs ci the covrb etiquette was
to ilupress upon the mobles the uicgnitude oi the 1l.i:erlal
srestige and authorltye. ‘o a cynlcal oboserver of the
20th cerntury all this paraphornalla may scas ridicalous
and absurd, but 1n the weulsval aycs 10 was coisildered
anl essential instiruwent of pgovernuent. It was tlie pollcey
or the wedleval enyperors to maintain thelr jouwp and
splenaour as zealously rs possible, so that rnolles Ve made
to realize that, howsver grcat and rowertiul they nay be,
they are nothing winen co..ared witl: the .luporor, anu that
their aathoriliy, :owelr and greatiess depcndod cntirely
or. i1is swect wilie. AL the saw blie Lhe Zwperor also
wanted to iupress the wmass oi thic people lii ovusel thus
they uway »callszc shuel even lLhe greatest no:les alw guirs
were merely his servauts aid tiat the 7éoy'a1ty ot his

subjects was couusanded by hiu alone.
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SUMIARY ANL DIITATEILNT IROM A OCCICLOGICAL VIRW-PGIITs-

It 1s an arduous task to recall all the featurcs and
the functions of the Mughial nobility, nor is it casy to
gtate thew witl the help of a few genovallzatlols. Ay
abtempt at a soclological gppiaisal 1s thuartoed at tuao
very outset as thic studles made oxn the Maghal iingshi; and
the uhel nobillty ave all wriliten in a mwoh=soclolo ical
modiule aiwa metoyhwr.e There ls no single soclolujpical
cnalyslds o tue lagiial ccvilode  Jhe woaocrhn studlics done
on the LRistory, ohie polltlics aud wac ecompmic liic during
Whie dghal poerlow do dldeed lugpcove upoli oho Leulcval and
tiic late uicuicval act ou historiosrariy, vul chey Jall
shori ol uic soclological c.p-wcbavoiwe il Lasat, ahwsla,
Irian Habeek and Athar il acce, oi course, yroeabt departures
in i hal studies, but without any soclolojlcal arrivals.
itn liasan's insight is limited to the structure ol the
Mughal hingship. fhosla resewblss Ibn liasail's stuwy bub
with less analytical arpreclation of the Muphal institutions.
irfan liabeeb appears to be the only solitary instatice of
using a pseudo-sociologleal asproach with a nredominant
emphasis on the cconomic stiucture. Loth his analysis and
diagnosis of the cconoudc crisis of wie iughal wwplre
rests on the trust in thc ecomoiic ulalectics ol the age,
with the nobles, caulidars anu peasants as hall maris

of soclal contradiction. Ather Ali's sbrucltural ana
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Institutional treatment of the Maighal nobility under
harangizeb 1s a viry well documented attempt, relying
vith sclentific core on the studlies, seems to offer a
soclolosical statement of the Musrhal institutions. They
do not use the catesories of soclial forms and soclal
rrocesses. They seem to ignore the study of the soclal
norms which misht have held, however arbitrarily, the
edlfice of the Murhal soclety. The political and the
aconotile anyhpsis of the studles uentionad above do not
therafore eonstitute a meaningful vhole. Strangely most
studlos so far done bring out the liuaje of the iapzhel
socilal order as erpetually insccure and threatened. It
i1s thereforce understandable that the studles 1In question
refor more to tho raclal and the ethnic conflicts, the
strugisles between princes ior volitlical supremccy, the
rivalry of the nobles, the precarlous rosition oi tho
Bmperor, the alienation of the indigineous pomulatlon, the
orpression of the peasants and the radical econoude
contradictions. XIut the rmestion reniains unanswazred how
a soclety so widely and deerly threatened conld net orly
survive for a fairly lony perlod but also hnd an ldentlty

and created energles of 1ts own.

The supject of imughal nobllity surirers siudiarly from
sociological neglect. vThe rules and the functions of
nobles are however studied in detail but the institution,
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per se of nobility 1is not defined and discussede. lie learn
more about the individual mobles, their activitles, thelr
vrivileges, their political and economlc behaviour, but
very mich less about the ingtitution which sanctioned and
controlled the individual persons and their behaviour. Ve
shall thereby tontatively attempt at ldentifying the
institution of Muhal nobility 1n soclological terms.

le shiould, however, first recognlse wvhat euphasils
did rrevent an lnstitutional understanuing ot the noblilitye.
The rirst obstacle in all studies was the preoccupation
with the faclal structure with wich the nobility was always
idensitica. Thids 1s slightly by passed in Irfan Habeeb's
othaorwlse cxcellent worx. 7The sccond oistacle was the
great apount of attention pald in all studies towards the
Mu.hal iningship. 1bn liasan's well known work is an eoxample
ol this cuphasis ut the cost of proper attention to the
institution of :o0bility. Jue odhr major reason tor not
having ace.uatc conceptual deiinition oi the nobility 1s
the disposition in aluost all studies to take the question
oi raik as exhaustive of the question of nobility.
Abdul Aziz's work onh hansabdari system is a detalled
proof 01 tihls clalme

Vhat ve are lookin. for is to identi:y thoe lastitutlon

of nobility which in our viecw soons %o Possess an gitolomy
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of its own, related thoush it was to the foudal, the
aristocratic and the hierarchy of rank, and yet having
its independent ex}istence. The king gives the Jaglr,
grants the title, specifles the rank and expects from

the recipient certain military and civil obligations.

The recipient in his turn offers, presents and wins the
favours of the Emperor by actually or pretentiously
fulfillin; his obligations. uoes this structurc of awards,
obligations and presents constitute the vhole of nokility?
gur ansver 1s: not qulte so. oilullarly the oble 1s a
holucr o1 a rank uweasurcd ln teirws ol the munber of his
cavalry and also 1In teruws oi hls salary and reveme
rneasured ana iixed by tho imperial aduinistration. The
ranl: 1< Loth a weasure ol his functions and also oi his
fori.al proximity with the faperolr. boes a lesser or a
creatar rank lead to lesser or greater nobllity? Our answer
arain is in the no;:~tive. The nolle 1s olso a holder and
a nastor o his Jaglr frow whicih he araws both for his
personal and official requirements, anmal reverues whlch,
ng exrerts on the agrarian systeu of the idughal period
consider, were heavy and oypressive. Loes this oppressive
and exnloitative feudal system corrupt the noble ethlcally
or (ve him a moral sutonomy? Our answer is that the
nnbles were wth ethically insensitive and sensitive. One
should ask in the csse of the latter what really vouchsafed






thelr moral sensitivity ~nd alertness. In cther words

vhat verc the sources of theilr intemrity?

Wwe have answered tho foragoing cucstions in the nogative
saying that the nobllity was not the entire creation of the
King and the feudal atructure nor could 1t be equated with
ranks To bring about the institution of nobility as it was,
one should suppose that the nobles as they entercd into the
folé of nobility sheulu unaergo a transiorwation. i Lore
thls transformation takes place the more is tie autowuouy of
the nobility as a class and as an institution. ho
transforaation, as such, involves a tvofold process of
giving up of sowmething they originally erc anu to upnold
souwething which coues about in the act of glving up. the
former. Lot us take two cases wherein thils did happein.

We are told that the lughal nobllity was uarawn {row scvaral
raclal stocks, the Maurhal, the Turks, the Iranis, vhe
Lighans, the Uzbeks, the Arabs, cbe. Je ave furbhicr told
that one of the sources oi rival+sies auong the oules was
thelr racial sclt consclousness. lut it 1s nob noticed that
the persons drawn frou difforent racial stocks eutend into
a new solldarity of status and fvaction vis-a-vis the
Ewperor ald also among themsclves. It is the blrth of a

new cotumnity out of this solidarity vhich transcends the
difterence of the raclal Lac..ground. ‘he sccond is

regaraing the different sectarian backpgrounas of thely






nobles. It 1is also obvious tut again not noticed that
this new solidarity helped them transcond their sectarian
differences as well. The institution thus engendered

on the basls of a new solidarity could function even in
the independence of or indifference to even the explicit
injunctions of the laws of religion. It 1s this solidarity
which froum within created for the nobility a spontaneous
urge to be both elaborate and prreclise, 1lnventive and
perceptive of a vast range of cultural and personal values
relating to art, sex and power. It 1s in the nature of
thls autonomy of the nobllity to careate a structural
alifcrence between power and people. vhether the nobllity
possessed any absolute ethlcal standards or not cannot be
ascertalned ut one can ex.lain both thelr moral and
lmnoral excesses in terwms of structural differences between
power and people. Ihe structural distance was not the
explicit intention in the structure cof rank and Jagir. It
can be better exjlalned by the developuient of the
Institution of novility. whenever the nobles went beyond
the institutional fronticrs of tiicir own clas., either

by involveuents in conuerce or religlous factlon, thoay
tendoed to destroy thelr orliginal solldarity as mnobles.
Uhenever they, elther out of aubltlon or interplay of
vurely political factors, wero btempted to share the very

authority of tho Buwperor, they agaln contradlcted the






principle of solidavity os molillty. Doth in the late
Mushal perilod and also under the Nizem's 1t so happened
that Jagirs, titles and ranks were often awarded
injudiciously and nobility thus creatcd could not really
rartoke in the solidarity of the class and institution.
Thls was onc of the cmses of the disintegration of both
the emplre and the nobility.

Thore ere other evidences which help us to persist
1ri the thesls of the mobililty as an autonomous institution.
fhe Mughal conceptlon of Kingships eloquently and vividly
doveloped by Abul IPazl had brought about both in theory
and practice divine infallibility on the part oif the
Enperor and entire dependence upon his versonal disposition.
There 18 no cevidence in the litorature of the period that
any noble, however great and stron.; ho might have been,
was ever given a divine title of status or of amthority,
nor vas any noble, however trusted by the Emperor, could
take his own personal oninion absolutely. '‘'hero was further
the phenomenon of a respect:blc distance between the
Lmperor and the nobility, however,qualliled by the systen
of gifts and presents and by matrimonial assoclations with
the finperor's family. The distance between the Luperor and
the nobllity on one side and botwecen the ncbility and the
conzon subjects on the other gave to the instltution of

nobility both a position of responsibility and a considerable
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degree of frocdom.

Ibn Hasan's uasterly treatuoent otf the lughal king as
a protector anu guardlan, and also as above religious and
ethnic aifferences uakes us consider that the Mughal
Kingshlp atlcast theorctically rested on a natural accesses
betwoen the crown anu the people. These accesses between
the sSuperor anu the people seencd to by pass the entire
nowility. .ut ia practice eacn noble represcnted the cmperor's
anthorlty ong wercy ana cvolved a relationshipy betwecen hids
noble iuentivy ana his 1wral resporsibility. Ly functioning
as th. represcentative ana a syibol oi the srperor, the noble
was wade to cowpdement nis rang ana title wilth a larger
mo.al and political obiipgation. It 1o in thds irocess that
he becaue wore a thhal noble than a nierc Tuwi. or Uzbck

or Iraniane.

One of the strangely neglected facts about the Mu~hal
nobility, is that the nobles have been one of the major
sources in the development of our urban cilvilization.
Betweon tho scattered rural nasses and the royal contaenment
which later becesme the 'ila' (fort) the ‘'lMshal' (palace),
the mediating soclety was that of the nobles with thelr
coiuplexes of palaces, households, dependants, servants,
Karkhanas, and tradei's whose uain client was the nobility.
it is this urban civillzation which became the centre of
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attention tor the wules, the howe oi the weulceval arts

and crafts, the occasion rfor the scholar anu the prlest to
pursue their vocations, tho recrcation spots for the armed
iorces, the market for the caravans and the travellors,

the landscape for the architects and the garaeners, the
attraction for the indijizenous nlunderers and the forecign
invaders. The Riiperor dld not create this urbuan
civilization; he wvas ouly benefitted by it or was ultimately
undone by it. The fecudal structure was respoisivle for

the urben wealth but was not 1ts enterprencur and walagels
The medioval city owes 1its existence and glory to tue
institution of the nobility. 1t 1is in tllds fraucwork that
ve percelve the medelval culture. One oi the serilous
shortconin:s of the earlicr studies is that insplte of thelr
masterly analysis oif the 1nstltutions oi kingshlp and
feudallsn, of Hansabdarl systew and of agrarian structure,
thoy do not offer any theory of medelval culture. iiqy
only uention in a literary mamnor the custouw and the
etiquotte of the nobllity and do ot offer an cijlanation

of their orlgin and expressione.

The ruhal nobililty offers a bacugrouud to tlie
institutions that sprang up or contimed to develop in
difierent forwms 1n the princely states oi lnuia whell the
Muhal anthority was done away wilth by the Lritishe le

shall know more about it as we examine its evolution and






cxpression in a different consext and under different

condlitions.

fulnesse.

llyderabada offers this opportunity in its
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CHAPTER « I1l.

ROBILITY UNDER THZ NIZAMS
AR AR A A AR KK R R

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND; -

The history of the erstwhile Hyderabad state begins
from 1724, when Nizaml iulk Asaf Jah I, declded to settle
down in the Loccan, where he carved out a state within the
yreater dwinion of the iMughoal wupirees It 1s nelther
possible nor relevant here to o into the historilcal detalls.
However, a passing mentlon may be made of the extraordlnary
personality of the first Nizam who was “"endowed wlth sagacity
and statosmenship, dignity and polse, he was no mean scholar
and poet, no less adninistrator in peace than a general in
war".l

rsaf Jan I, was counted auon:;, the ncblus oi the Iirst
range. Atbter the death of furanga:cb, tne pollitical
daisintegratilon ct the iughal Lwplre lod hia to thie convictlon
that the political situation coula ot be repalred because
of the doeep and dangerous intrigues prevailing at the court
of velhi. The weasxness oi the emperors, tlic rise of the
syed Brothers ang the dissensions in the ranks of the
nobillity shook the very foundations of the sSmplree. The keen
eyes of Asaf Jah I, could see far into the process of
disintegration whorein he saw his own fall 1f he had declded

to remain inwolved. He, theraefore, preferred to leave the
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state oi affalrs to take its own course and marched towards
the veccan. Thoe Jyed Brothers very much wanted him to get
out of the pilcture and would hnve even preferrod to get rid

of him, but he was too strong to be dispensed away with.

Consequently he started concentrating on the !'Subedari?
of the Deccan. From 1724 onwards he devoted hls tiuwe and
energles for the tonsollidation and administration of the
Deccan Suba (Provinee). This nover meant that for any uwoment
in his life he became disloyal to hls ..uyal hiasters 1n Lelni.
For sxample, Asal Jah I, did no% hesitate o uiavch to velhl
for tihio defence cof tlie 3 eror vhen lindir Jah varranl rode
tilth hlood and tlmnder Into Hilndustan. lovoertheless he knew
the btottorin, stote c. tho Muhal @nplre and could rod
stond wy it. Jo, hie camo back to the roccan. The
princirality oi vhe uvoccan was virtuuliy independent.

A1l Yaver Jung sayss “"he may nevor have faeclared! his
inde;.endance; but he was 1ndeper?xdent, and he had the stature

and the slnews to maintaln it".

The origin of Hyderabad state owes the appolntment of
Nizaml Iulk Asaf Jah I, as the Subedar (Governor) of the
Deccan by *the emperors of bDelhi who dirccted him "%to settle
the country, repress the turbulent and cherish the people".

To achieve this end "Asaf Jah 1, had brought with hinm

from liglwa a munber of followers, Mohamiedans and Hindus,
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who were attached to his person and fortune. To the
Mohammedan Nohles he granted Jagirs or estates on military
temure and employed them as his generals. The Hindus « he
employed principally in administrative work in the departments
of Roverme and Financee To them also he granted Jagirs as
a remuneration for thcir services, and all these Jagirs
whether granted for Civil or Milltary purposes, came to be
considered as heredltary in different families .... scattered
over the country were a larpe mmber of indigenous Lajahs anc
Chiefs who held, most of them, 'Sanads' or grants from tormer
Kings, many of which had been confirmed subsequently by the
Delhi Emperors. +ihe ..ajahs were all recognlised or contirmed
in their possessions on paymont of tribute, being allowved
to exsrcise a kind of semi-lndependent jJjurisdiction within
the limlts of their estates. The whole of Hyderabad country
was thus divided into three distinct portions, consisting
first, of these foudal Jagirs, secondly of portions of
territory reserveu for the Niuam's private purse, now known
as 'Sarfe-Khas' lands and thirdly of the so~called bLivani
or Government lands, the rovemes of which were devotcd to
the expenses of administration".4

Liko all expeditions conducted by the Mughal rulers
and their commanders, as also by the earlier Muslin rulers
in India, Nizaml Mulk Asaf Jah I, was also held and
supported in all his expeditions by his alle lieutenants
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who were promptly and richly rewarded by him. Uhethor in
Lelhl, Malua or the ueccan, he was accompanied by valiont
fighters ana trusteworthy nobles, who halped lim in all

his cndeavours. Illstory 1s full of recoras of those nobles
both Hindus and Muslimg who trusted himw and he trusted thom.

i1t was becausc of these nolles that he cccupled large
territorles and wmaintained them w:til deathe. "When Nizaml
[ull: sees dled in 1743, his authorlly extcnded {rom the
Nerbadda to Trichno:;oly, wd frol liasullpatam to becJapoors

but hils death was immediately followed by domestic dilssensions'.

THL OT TUS LT ASAT JAIL JULILITY 3=

The Jagirdori system was an anci«;m‘instltution uith 1ts
variaivle character in Jiiferant parts of the Zastern and
.oestorn countries. It undervent drastlic changes through the
ages. sal Jah I, wic vas himsclf one oy the Muhal Nobles
ol very high rank, had 2 host c¢f Jagiraars elther olflclally
under him or politically in alliance with hnlw. In the yoar
1724, he was able to establish hlmsclf as a powerful Jubedar
ol the Mughal Jubas of the beccan. It was not only a sliyle
official action taken by the lughal lionarch in favour of
Asaf Jah, but it was the result of a complicated political
strategy pushed forward throu;h a series of umllitary
operations. The parties and politics of the iughal Court
especlally during the reign of Mohammad shah made Asaf Jah I,
t0 lose his interest in the Priue-uministoershlp and divert to
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the Deccan. It was again the same party politics which veakened
the imperial government at Lelhi and not only provided chances
of autonomy to the provinelal jovernors but it rather left
them independent and autonomous.e It has always happened in
Indlan History thiat despite a great mumber of independent
native states, internationally India was recognised as one
political entity, generally with 1ts capital at Delhi. It
wag not rossible for thoe natlve governors to create an
indeyendent state of an international recognition out of the
territories held by them. Virtually they enjoyed every
frecdon which was not restricted by any central institution.
Yot historilcal traditions and the political conventilons
placed tham in such a position th .t they subnitted just for
name sake tholr formal alleglance to velhl. otill they were
taliing every care to keep thelr autonony uninterfered by the
Centre. The first Asaf Jah who was among the greatest of

the notles of his tlme having entlre Loccan peninsula under
his political suzcrainty, was cconomically not only stronger
than other rovincl-l notles, but also stronger than the
Central Government 1tself.7 Mashal nollea yho had thelr Jagirs
and other cconomdc interests in the Deccan, had to fall in
his retimie. Though all th~ Jagirs, titles and honours were
granted by the Mughal court at the recommendations of

Asaf Jah, but 1t was a mere shallow formality.s The nobles
having their Jagirs and Mansabs in the dominions of Asaf Jah
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were 30 loyal to him that they could be conveniently called
better as Asaf Jahl Nobles than the lughal nobles. AS a
ugtter of fact all of them fought against the imperial
forces in tavour o1r Asaf Jah. The dilemma, how after such
serles of warfare, the forumal recognition of the Deccan by
the Centre could contimie, 1s a peculiar feature ot the
tottoring Mughal empire which was succeeded by weak, inept
and caprilclous successors oi the velhl throne, whg were

till 1724, puppets in the hands of syed brothers.

Thus the suhal ncbillity in the camp of Asaf Jah I,
car. cchveniently be distinguishied as the Asai Janhl or
Nizawm's Nhobllitye.

ILefore we proceed into the detalls of the structure and

composition of the Nizam's nobility, it seems necessary to
give a brief account of the nature and kinds of the Jagirs

as the system was borrowed from the Muzhals and as it contimued

under the Nizams.

LHE JAGLLUAWL X Tulig=

The YJagir' was a tenement in wiidch the rceverme of a
plece of land was generally assipnea to a servunt of the
government or a porson whio had soweho. won the favour of hils
mastor, who empowered hiu %o control, collect and appropriate
the ylelds or the revemos of the territory so assigned to him.

The assipgnuent was elther conditional or othearwlse. 1t was
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condltional when some jublic service, such as the levy and
malntenance of troops or some fixed Guty was cnjoined to
it, whille it uas othcrwlcce twhen the land was left wholly
at the disposai of the grantee.

Various definitions have becn offered of thils system
of assignment of land to a grantee who had to perform some
conspicuous service against the assignment placed at his

disposal as a gesture of courtesy.

Yhie porsons who enjoyed giants of lanaed property,
callcd tlyatee- rzi, or yroanlis In cash paywent called
AClyatec=lingdi, wese gonorally known under the appellation

10

ol 'Jaglrdars' auu ticlr holdings werce called ‘Japglrs'.

A Jagir 1s defined as "a free grant of one or more
villages from the ruler of a state to the grantee as a

reward for sohe conspilcuous service either military or
otherwise" .].l

"Tho Mansakdars of the Mujhal Jwpirve received thelr
pay elther in cash (Qlagqu) or in the foru of assignuents
of aveas of land from whlch they were cnititled to collect
the land revemie and all other tvaxes i.jposed or saxictloned
by the 3w erore. 1These aszignuuenss weie known as Jagirs

12
and Tuyuls'.
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In Dahar-e-Ajam *Jagir' 1s defined as a plece of land
given by a king to his nohles or t'Mansabdars'! or to some
oth.r person in order to enalble him to utiliso its proceeds
by cultivation wh:tsoevere. 13

The author Nafa'ls-c-Lughat defines 'Jagir' as a portion
of land or village which a king or an Amir grants to a
person who does not belong to the famlly of nobles. Juch a
grant was called 'Qatiyya' in Arabic, or 'Iiwal' (Tuyul) in
Turkeye. 1In the courts of the Indlan Sultans tho word 'Tiwal'
indicated a varticular plcco of 1land bestowed uron princes,
vhile by 'Jagle' uas oeont a tenmment civen to a nol'le or even
to a rorson not bclon.';in;;l;o th2s scecetion. In Izan for 'Jagir!

the torm 'Igta! was used.

Aziz Jung adadss "A 'Jagir' (or a temurc) 1s in fact a
roward in lieu of cash payment which a king avards not only
to honour ut also to induce a 'Jagirdar' to adminlister the
area assipgnod to him satisfactorily and bring prosperity to
the people placed under his administretion. ror holding a
tJagirt tho assignee st secure a lioyal Firman or a
certificate, or atleast thc o;’x‘ic%gl rcecord shoulu show his

title to the possession as such'.

To sum up these definitions, Cheragh All, a remarkalble
Scholar and administrator of the Nizam's State, may be quoted

from his famous work "Hyderabad Under Sir Salar Jung'. He sayss
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"The 'Jazir' was a temure coumon among the Mohammadan
Governments, under the general appellations of Inameal-T amgha
and Madadee«Ma'ash, in which the public revemue of a given
tract of land vas made over to a servant of the state,
together wlth the prowvers requisite to cnable him to collect
and appropriate such reveme and to aduinister the Government
of the territory so asslgnede Tho assigument was elther
conditionnl or otherwlise; in the lorisr case some rublic
sorvico, n3 the levy and nalntenance of troors or soro other
spocific duty was engaged for; whlle in the lattor case the
1and was left entirely at the disposal of the granteee. The
assignuent was eilther for a stated termy or inre usually for
the lifc tlue oi Hhe holuer lapsii; on his death to the state,
althouyi froquently renewed to his heilr on paywants oi Nazrana,
Md souetines, specitied to be a hereditarvy assijgnment,
vithout which specification it was neld to be a lifo time
temrc" .lb

The 'Jagirdarl system' 1in lyuerabau thou;h 1 sSooe
respects akin to, was yet, largely, dissiuilir Lo the feudalism
of the lieste besides souwe cowwon roudal patlcerns o. he
organixgation oi the iughal nobilivy, 1t had 1Us owii
distinctive features iu ilysevabade. dIn tix rirst place the
grant of a Jaglr here was iwi entiroly limdted to the
performance of either military or some other conspicuous
service but also it could be granted ctherwise. Although
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critically the 'Jaglirdars' vere not the ouners o1t the land,
they were, houvever, eum.owered with riphts not only to collect
the land revermie of thic territory without passing any portion
of 1t to the Jtate, but they could also create ownership
right in thelr own tract by cunforring lana on others without
interference of the otate. The owner of a 'Jagir' could
cultivate the land himself or under his supervision or lease
1t out to a different %enant lor a rent. The 'Jagirs' could,
Sherefore, be lilzencd to states wlthin the Jta't.e.l7

r close jorusal of btihic documentary cevidences would reveal
5iv-h bho ain object of the 'Atiyats' or grants (of 'iansabs!'
or 'Japirs') was bto cstablish willbory rlorcees on clie hwnd,

sktebldity Yo the state adudnlstration on the

§
cr
<
C -
e}
]-..-

e
other; andg since 1n st cases tlie jrunts were subjected to
the perforiance of specilal services, in casce oi the deilse
of the grantec a triusfer of service irow one hand to
ancthoer was invaciably followcu by a trausicr ol Lhe
captioned grant, possession of prorerty or nalntenance
allovance sirmltaneously. Crints weve also terudnated and
lauds reosumed by Sthe State we to cevtaln irregularities
on the part of the grantce which coulw buiie alyone or the
followving shaless
1. A subsistenance or uaintconance allowance was
toridneoted as a matter of punishument to the

grantce on his failurec to establish the claim, or
with<held t121 his vi:ht to 1t was estubllshed.






2e vue to dispute awon;; the helrs of the doeceased
grantee to a landed property or othere

3. VWhore 1t was detected that the occupation or

possession was iorced, unauthorised, or

deceptive and no proper title deed was

forthcominge.

There have been several lnstances 1n uhich on the demise
of a grantee his title has been passed on to qulte a
different person without ascertaining the exdstence of his
legal hoirs, a case which affirws the conclusilon that at
times no rroper records of the Firman or Sanads of the
bestowals were maintained, the compllation of which was
felt more acute when the sanctioning authority was incllined
or induced to take an antagonistic attltude. On erraneous
report too, that the grantec was far well-to-do to be
beneficiary of a grant, or that he was dead, grants could
be terminated though actually the facts were in reverse order.
such circumstances werc lowever exceptional, for in general,
the rulers being considerate the beneficlarlies and even some
of their descendants were allowed to enjoy the grants. In case
of disputes among the claimants, wheire confiscatlon of a
'Jagir' became pertinent, the aggrieved parties were always
recoupensed by cash payment tor theléoss of a Jagir which
also did not damage their prestigee






ATIYATS, INAM AND TYVES OF JAGIRj -

The Jagirs were of several kinds. Those grants were
also indicated by the word Inam und 'Atiyats'. Inax as
long as 1t existed was of several kindss
'MAUCA INAM?' 3 A village granted to a beneficlary for

his living.

'MAZRA INAM' 3 A pasture of land gilven with the right of
grazing cattle upon it.

' GAMBEN INAM® 3 A plece of land glven for thie use of the
grantaee.

¢ AT TYATS? s Oon the whole these were divided into two
kinds - first of these was without any
reservation, thut is entirely irce of any
clalm by the ruler or the Jstate while the
holders enjoyed its yield anu reveme to
the full. ~:amples of these gy be traced
in the yrant oi 'Jagirs' and 'Inais'e.

In the second instance, 'Atlyats' werc granted subject
to certain reservations by the state and the grantee was
bound to surrender a certain portion of the proceeds to the

state Treasury.

The issue of these grants was based upon royal orders,
called 'sanad' wilch the grantee was bound to possess for
taking advantage of the 'Atiyats'. The 'Sanad' could be
either a 'Firwan', order of the ruler under his seal, or a
Sanad in the nature of a certificate to the same eifect
attested or endorsed by the Chief Minister of the state.

There were cases where a sanad could ot be traced out and






its benetfit wes lost to the grantee. Houever, 1f it was
found out on proper investiy .tion that the clalu was antique
and there was no intention of cheating on the part of the
clalmant, his right was admltted as a gesture of courtesy

19
and favour by the statee

All the 'Atiyats' (Grants) were sub-divided intc threes=-

(1) Permancnt,

(2) Those which were to continue during the l1life tine
of the grantee,

(3) those stipulated for a certain fixed neriod.

Again, the 'aAtiyats' were subjocted either to a certaln
verformance oi service or wholly unconditional. It vas a
speclal feature in the Nizam's bominions that some conditional
grants were mainly for encouragement, development and
maintenance of certaln secular and nonesecular institutlons
of all commnities in the state without a dlstinction of
caste or creed which coulc be placed 1n five categoriesie-

(1) Grants for the malntenance oi places oi worshlp,
both mosques and temples.

(2) Grants to meet expenses oi roliglous ceremonies of
both Hindus and iuslims, such as Ury and Jataras;

(3) Grants for the performance of worship, such as Chillas
(a Muslim worship ol forty days' abstfnence) , ond
Agni~-hoter or Nanda-caip (Hindu worships) .

(4) Grants for Langer Khana or maintenance of Vars: Shan
for the Hindusj
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(6) Finally, encouragement of those services which
were coupled with the adainistration of the State,
for example the institutlons of Kadi and Mufti,
Deshmkh and sir-Deshmikh, Ueshpande and
Sir-Deshpande, Patel and f‘atwari etc.ao

The Jaglr lands weie of five kindss-

(1) Al-Tamgha Jaglrs or Inam-al-Tangha.

(2) <at Jagirs or lands for rersonal maintenance.

(3) Jagir Nigahdasht Jamlat or Falgahe.

(4) Tankhahi Maghalat - assignment of villages or
Talukas in lieu of advances made to tho state.

(5) sarf-e-Khas or Crown Jagirs.

The word Al-Taszha in Turkish umeans seal of king and
with the Indlan Sultans whose ancestors vere Turks, Al-Tamgha
was a grant ol land to their sons.zl In a vcerse of lMohamwed
Jan qgudsl, the word 'Al' stands for sons and Taugha for
a seal.22 While according to liamlana Katibli, the torm
Al-Tagha 13 a bestowal of 1-nde 1In the I'arhang-e=isiia it
stonds for a red seal or king's seal on a document of a
grant ot Ja;;lr.za The writer of the Atiyat-e-=Gultani
describes Al-Tamgha seals of which he had seen one of the
Gutub shahi Period, lupressed with the name of 520 King on
a red sealing-wax on a Firwan granting a Jagir. He is also
confident that documents or IFirmans bearing the endorsement
vgranted by way of Al-Tamgha™ are more authentic as they
legalluse the utlilisation of the land granted by the comlng
generations of the gran’cee.as






According to laulvi Cheragh All "it is difficult to
sgy vhen "Al-T amgha" vas introduced 1n the terminology of
Indla, in the sense of olther a seal or grant. It certainly
does not appear to have bsen in common use in the fiscal
language of the country in Akbar's time. In the 'Institutes®
(A'in) of Akbar, ‘Sgyurghal', a Chaghattal word, 1s used for
frce grants of land as Madad-e-la'ashe This latter term
slgnifles "means of suwusistence" and differs for this reason
from Jagir or Tuyul lands which were conferred for‘ a
speclfied time, on Mansabdars in lieu of saJ.aries.’36

In all abpearance the Al-Tamgha Jaglr was hereditary
and permanent and by the very nature of its grant it was not
transferable by sale, gift or bequest or by adopting any
other mode of transfer, and this view corresionds with the
understanding and practice prevalent during the Muhal period.
The 'Al-Tangha' was thus for the benefit of the grantee or
his helrs and in default of heirs, the Jayir was to revert
to the state. The nature of the 'Al-Tamgha' Jagirs,
particularly during the rperiod of the Ni.ems being hereditary,
on some of the Janads of such Jagirs they iere specified as
"Ta Qipan~-e-Shams-o=yamar' meaning as long as the sun and the
moon existe JSome of these vanads are preserved in original

in the state Archives, Hjderabad.
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w J.&Gm $

The.ée were gr-nts of lands usually of large portionsé7
"for the malntenance ot the grantee and uostly personal®.
tsat-Jagir! wvas next to 'Al-Tamgha' and for the personal use
of the assignee., 1Its documents did not bear any specification
of 1t being given on a permanent basis or that it would
contlmie after the grantee. The personal Jagir was of two
kindss one for the malntenance o: the grantce, and the other,
on the document of which an endorsement of the words
'Tan d]mda'za(i’ixed as pay), was added to indicate the
stiprulated pay of the grantee.

JAGIG NIGIUWAGHL JAMIAT Ol PAIGAH$-

These wore often groups oi villages or rarganas in the
form of an assignment magde to the nobility or gentry of the
State tor levylng a Jemlat or a certaln muuber of troops
vihiose expenses were met ywith from the proceeds of the villages
assigned for the pur:ose.

T ANKHAHI MAHALAT OR PAY JAGIRtw

The T ankhahl or pay Jagir resembled the third kind but
vas of later origin, not so legltiuate in its nature. The
stirend was nicknamed 'Tanka' (an abbreviation of Tan-Kha,
Tan, per head or per capita and khah, wanted) and was pald
in kind. In 50 far as the vlillages or a set of iiaghalat were
given to military officers to defray expenses of maintaining






certain mumber of horses, who were also called 'liansabdars’,
the system resulted in the strengthening of the Jegirdars
and weakening of the State.zg With regard to these Mahalat,
launlavl Cherag All has remarked: "These had thelr origin in
the times when the state was involved in pecuniary
difficulties, when the ‘'Jamadars' or military chiefs lost
no oyportunity of taking charge of 'Khalisa' talukas as

guar ntee for the regular .ayment of their establishments,
and pala thelr troops frowm the procecds thereof se.o In this
sense the 'Tankha Jagir' was no more than an assignnent of
villages, parganahs or [alukas in lieu of certain state
debts or advances made to governuent or for the pay of offices,

K ¢}
o3t oblishment or troops'.

JOKASA AIID CHAUTH JAGIISs-

‘liokasa! Jaglr has beceon described gs those lands a
bortion of the revenue of which was collected by the i eshvuas
for their governumen: trewsurye. Che word ‘'iokasa' 1a Persian
mcans a tribute less than a quarter of an incowe, which was

reallised from a land or villa.e gr.onted as'Jagir!.

The 'Chauth' was in the noture of 'Mokn s Jaglrs'. The
government collection beilng in charge of the laratinas, they
clzimed one-fourth of it as their 'Chauth'. The chiefls of
the lmghal Buperors ww were left in the Leccan at first

opposcd to the above payment but finally seeing no way out
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of 1t conclliated the Marathas by concluding a truce in 1710.
There was a subedivision efiected in this 'Chauth', according
to whlch 25 per cent of 1t uas collected by the rriti Nidhi,
tlie Feshwa and the iunt suchew vhich was gererally called
the 'BEabti', while the remalnin;; 75 per cent was called
‘liokasa' or 'Mokassa' and was approiriated by the Sardars
subject to their levylng oi troops anu mgeting certain other
exvenses. Thce 'Mokasa' was further sub-divided into two
headss one belng called 'sahotra' and the other 'Ailn Mokasa'e
'sahotra' or six per cent of the 'Chauth' was apportioned

for Punt suchew while *'Aln liokasa' (real iiokasa) was collected

by the Gardarse

There were some Jagirdars who were ioruwerly bound to vay
a 'Chauth' to the Maratha government and aiter its

dismemberment to the goveinment of High Highness the Nizam.

JAGIRS

There were a large mumber of Jagirdars in illyderabad who
helu free grant of lands and generally did not pay any amount
of anmal tribmte, Nauzrana or fee, elthcer diroctly to His
Highness or to the Government. i1th the exception oi these
there werc other Jagiruars too who were bounud to pay the
'Chauth' to the governmont treasury.






SARFKHAS OR CROWHN JAGIRSs=-

Those were territories asslgned to the lizam of
Hyderabad in lieu of cash payment firom the Fublic Treasurye.

In addition to this High Highness had also personal Jagirs
which were froe of any state burden.

The term *Judi Jaglir' (combined Jagir) was also current
in those days though thils name 1s not traceable in docwnents?l
It referred to a village in vhich portions were gr nted both
as 'Mokasa' and 'Chauth!' Jagirs to two different persons.

The systeu was adopted by the kFeshwas for establishing
ownership and strengthening their admmistration.&

The grants of the above description vere of iwmmovable
;robarties but there were also anmal grants of fixed amounts
called Nagdi i1a'ash (cash subsistence) which the clailuant was
allowed to collect at the end of the year both at the
metropolitan and the district treasuries, but those enjoined
wilth the performance of certain services could be drawn from

the particular treasuries only.

NATURE OF JAGIRS AND TYPES O JAGIHDARS$=

/iith regard to the nature of Jagirs in general and in
Hyderabad in particular, the follo'ln:; conclusion can be
deducked and arrived ats






(D

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(7

(8)

(9)
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The Jagirdars, with a few heredltary exceptions and
estates of Fremier nobles, had no proprietory right
over thelr Jaglirse.

The Jaglir was mostly inallenable and the Jagirdars
were entitled only to the revemie accrulng from the
land over which they had supervisory power.

The state was founded on the principle of despotism
of autocracy the whole being considered as the
private property of the ruler.

Theoretically, the ruler could grant or terminate the
grant of a 'Jagir' at his own absolute discrectione.

However, under the Nizams, the heirs of a deceased
tJagirdar' were generally fawoured with a renewal of
the 'Jagir?! and a special court 'Atiyat Court?
looked into successilion cases.

Jagirs were texempted! or 'non-exempted!.
Exemption signified freedom from *'Diwanit
Jurisdiction in as much as the Jagirdar could have
his own arrangement for the Judiciary, Police etce.
Undor this category could be placed 17 major Jagirs
undoer the Nizams viz; 3 Palgahs, § Samasthans and
9 Ilagas and estates of premler noblese.

Jagirs also could be 'Mashrut' (conditional) or

'Ghair Mashrut' (une-conuitional)s conditional - when
followed by sowe kind of service such as maintaining
of a teumple or mosque, and 'unconditional! e when no
restriction was lmposed, the purpose of the grant
being to enhance the personal prestige of the grantee.

Jagirs could also be absolutely rent free or otherwise.
In the latter case, a specified awount which was termed
variously, such as, 'resh-Kash', 'Na.rana', 'Pan',
‘Chanth', etc. was to be subscr'lbed by the grantee.

In the 'lMokasa Jagir', the 'Jagirdar' could enjoy

only a portion of the reveme, such as, three-fourth,
half or one-fourth. Towards %he close of the Jagirdari
vystem, a kind of royalty called 'Hagee-Malikana!
(right of ownership) was also collected from the
Jagirdars.

The above classification establishes to some extent the
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status of the Jaglrdar anu his position in the feudal
hierarchy. But material and economic significance of the
systen showing the socio-economlc differences of various
units requires no less attention and in this context the
administratlive ditferences which divided the Jagir villages
according to soclo-economic variation have been classed
into units ot sarfe-Khas, rFalgah, Ilagas, samasthans,
other Jagirs and subejagirs, cach of which has its own

silgniricance.

le SARFE-KHASS=

5arfquhaB or the privy purse, were those undisputed
lanas or Jagirs which were under thce sole control of the
crowvn anu the proceeds of which went to the private purse
of the Ni.am in lieu of cash payment from the public
treasury. Out oi the rcvemies or the sarfe-Khas were uet
the expenses of the house-hold and retimie of the ruler,
but it also covered the expenditure of maintaining an army,
partly regular and partly irregular, 1in addltion to the
State forces, the burden oi the latter leln:;; borne out of
the revemue from the iLiwvanl or st te areas. The 3Jarfe-Khas
Jagirs were scattered all over the state but with regard
to administration and control it irormed a signle unlit, the
efficiency oi which was second only to the viwanl areas.






QQPAIG‘QH:-

It would be useful to look 1nto the origin and nature
of the Palgah with a short retrospect, in view of its
historical signiiicance.

The Niugm's vominions were divided into Khalisa (of the
state) and Ghair-Khallsa (non-governmental). One-third of
the vominions was allotted as Gahir-khalisa which was again
sub-divided into Sarfe-Khas (land or Jagir of the Crown) and
Jagirs (foeudal estates)« Therae was a further division of
the Jagirs, into ralgah, Jamastham and other Jagirs.

The term 'Paigah’, of Fersian origin, has been
differently interpreted as ueagning 'foot' or 'stable!
\zlz Jung gives 1t n singular weanings ''the word Faigsh or
more correctly l'agah whileh si.nifled pomp ~nd high rank of
great nobles is of tersian origin anua by it was meant a
place of cattle or stable tor horses incluaing the
magniticent grants or pensions for ugintaining a cavalry
which the nohle grantoes were expecteu to furmndsh during
military operations"a.& We firast hear of this honour during
the reign of His Highness, llawab Nizam Ali Khan, Asaf Jah I,
cenferring 1t upon one oi his promlsin; nobles, Abul Fateh
Khan, and ceremonisin; the saue with the title of Tegh Jung
Lghadur in recognition of his meritorious services both
clvil and military which the noble man well deservec?.s The

conferring of the title was based upon the traditional






practice of the Mughals showering fawurs upon a noble for
maintenance of his family as well as keeping a standing
army, the services of which could be requisitioned at the
bld and call of the eumperor during emergency. The grant was
napde by lssulng a 'Sanad! under seal and signature of Nawab
Ni.am All Khan in which the above conditions were well
stipulated. Ulorally and in principle, these grantees were
bound to be the faithful, irilendly and loyal nobles oi the
ruler and the st-te, and first to be truly helpful in matters
of peace and war. It uway be attributeu to an additional
quallficaticn to the noblility of Hdyuerabad, with particular
reference o the Amirs and Cnlefs o:r the lFaigah, that in
prestize the nmobles of the Paigah always clailied a place
next to the ruler, and have had the privilege of linking
thelir familles by matrimonial tiles with the Ni.am's f{amilye.

The ancestral hlstory of the V'algah nobles 1s linced
with Laba faridud-uvln Ganj shakar who was a plous saint of
high rejute and on the assent side was relatcd to Haarat
Omar (Farooqee-Azaia) the second Caliph of Islaiis shalk
Bagha'ud-uin Khan stood 12th in 1line of the above salnt and
was governor of shilkohabad and Chief Ireasury Oi.flcer at
Akbarabad during the reign of Emperor iAkbare To hia was born
Mohammed Abul Khalr Iman Jung I, at shikohabau who grew up
to be young man of talent possessing soldler-like qu:lities
and dignliiled scholar in art anu ilterature. Lhile he was
at LDelhi, the Emperor Mohamued shah honoured him with the
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title of 'Khan Lahadur' and placed hinm at the head of the
cavalry consisting of 200 horse and 500 foot. His behaviour
and achievements fascinated Nawab Asaf Jgh Ni.aml-Malk I
(then the Minister or Buperor Mohgu.ed shagh), who conferred
upon him a mansab of 2000 «at and 500 Swwars with a vast
Jagir into the bargain?7 and at the time of hls expedition
to the Ueccan, appointed him (Mchammed Abul Khalr khan)
deputy goverior of lialwa and.hhandesh?s Later, when he
joined Asaf Jah Nizamul-Mulk 1n the Ueccan, his Lansab was
raiscd to 4000 <at and 2000 Sauars and the title of 'bahadur’
was bestowed upon him ith Kettle-drwa, standard etg? His
sinjgular o:xploit was tho defeat whicii he rought upon Labu
Naili, a isreat Maratha Chief, in 1745 (1158 ii.), who had
agrescively forced iids uay into tihe territory ior the
collectlon of Chantﬁ? vhon luzalfar Jun; roswaed sower, he
gave llohamied “bul Khalr Khan the _ros_crous territory of
arhenaur o8 ¢aplr, ona vhen Jelabat Jdung steped In his
place, he showercd upon Abul Khair more honours ulth the
title of Imau Jun;e. After a lony and honourable life he
died at Durhanpur in 1752. lis son abul . atch xhan Talgh
Jung (Shawmsul Omara I), who as we have already seen, was
honoured by Nisam All khan witi. the above title. Later,

his son Alul rakhr Mohased lakhruddin khan, shaustl Omara II,
was granted a Sanad by Nioam All Khan by which the Yalgah
estate of Talgh Jun; was declared to be glven to him and

to his successors in perpetulty and with the express
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concession that the grantees were no uore ligble to surreder
one~fourth reverme of their estate to the soverelgn state to
which the Palgah was subject under the former Chauth Jystenm
and further, the later J:nad freedthem from all other
liabilities. Thus the Falgah becawe an exempted estate and

by virtue of the Sanad the grantee and his lawful helrs were
to inherit and admindster it uithout outside interference.
There remained no necessity of keeyin; any military force with
the result that move no troops weic kept excent a few hundred
rersons on pjuard, often lrregulorly ond sparingly -rned, just

to keep up the honour and udignity of the family.

Later, the Pal:;ah was divided awon:; three different
Lranches oxr the faumlly and caue to be knowrn: as the three
rFalgahss (1) vralgah Asmanjahl, (I) Faigaih Khurshid Jahi,

(3) i‘algah Vicarul-Omara. I‘he holuors oi these Falgahs had
unrivalled povers, with full control of revenue and judiciary,
and h:d lnstituted their own departments of education, health,
Public works, vurvey and settlement, which though vied with
the Divanl aduinistration of the state were much lower in worth
and effsclency. The area of the Palgahs was 4,35C sq. mlles
with a total mumber of 1,194 villages scattcered throuchout

the State.

IIX. THS ILAGAS AND OTHUR BABIPTID BITATESs=-

The Om~ra-e-Uzzan (rremier no'ulés), ranked Jjust below

the nobles oi the Falgahe. Though thelr anmual incouec was
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comp ratively smaller, thcy too h-d full control of reverme
and judicial administration in thelr estates with the
privilege of enjoying enortous authority over thelr Ilaqas
(Jagirs) which were rent-free and exempted from ulwanl or
state control.

The following is the list of tne sSxempted Jagirdars
who were regarded as the rremier Nobles (Omara-e-l zzam) e
These Jagirdars had amtonomous position within thelr estates
with couplete Judiclal, police and adminlstrative rights
and wmachinery; in fact a .arallel government within their

41
1imdits aloniside the lil.ams.

(1) Aswan Jahi ralgah

(2) Khurshid Jahi Faigah

(3) Vicarul Omara Falgah

(4) Estate of Nawab Salar Jung Lahadur

A(5) Lstate of iiaharaja sir Kishen Pershad bLahadur
(6) Estate of Nawab Khan Khanan Bahagur

(7) Lstate of Nawab IFaxhrul ifulk Lahadur
_(8) Samasthan of Gadwal

-0) samasthan of wanparthl

(10) Samasthan of Jatprole

(11) BEstate of Maharaja vharam Karan bBahadur
(12) Bstate of itaja sham Raj bahadur.

(13) Estate of Nawab of Kalyani

114) <vamasthan of Amarchinta
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{15) vanasthan of Palwancha
(18) Lstate of Nawab Mehdl Jung Bghadur
(17) Estate of Nawab suriya Jung Bahadur

IVe SAISTHANS g =

The samasthans were large tracts of Jagirs but, unlike
other Jagirs, compact areas of lands forming homogenous
administrative units. One thin; notable about these
Samasthans was thelr antlquity for they had a history of
tholr own even prior to the couwing of the first Ni_anm, and
had been excluslvely held by Hindu ii~Jas who were later
invariably recognised by the Nizams. The samasthans were
not rent-free Jagirs and were subject to payment called
'Yeshkash', but otherwise they too hau vast administrative,
police and other powerse. One signiticant thin;; about the
Samasthans was the compactness of area which made their
adudnistration free frou those irksowe difficulties which
beset other jaglrs as well as thelr ryots or subjects. The
Sanasthans were fourteon in mumber but only the following
five were exempted Jagirs iree f{ro.. viivanl jurisdictilons
(1) Jamasthan Gadwalj Samasthan lL.anparthi; caw:sthan Jatprole;
Samasthan Auarchinta; samasthan Palvancha. These sauasthans

42
held an area of 5,030 sq. mlles contalning 497 villazes.

Ve OTHZIR JAGIRSs=

The remaining Samasthans may also be included in this
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category. The othor Jagirs, mch smaller units, and their
sizes and lncome varying, rotained their judicial and police
power tut majority of thew had only revemme Jurisdiction.

As the Jagirdars in this category held only a few villages
each, sometlue not exceeding one, their administration too
was proportionately no better, with h:ordly any sign of
soclal service observable in thelr area, and 1f there as
any welfare activity 1t was just a gratis. Aimost all the
Jaglirs of this category were non-oxempted and conuitional
upon service paying the so called 'lag-e-Mallkana', 'Pan'

or 'Feshkash'e. But together they forwmed the largest category
of Jagirs, spread out over an area of 11,619 sq. miles and

enclosing 3,172 villages.

Vi. Lastly, there were the sub-jagirs, granted by the bigger
Jagirdars to the lesser in return for service or in lieu of
money payment therefor. DNuwerically the sub-jaglrdars

wore 3%, and exhiblted uostly the mumerous characteristics

of 'other jagirs'!, uentioned atove.

THE NIcAM's DARBAR AMvw Tiud CONFERMENT OF HONQULiGg-

with the Nicauw of Ilyderab .d a uvarbar was nbt held to
Inauguratce an issue of political iiiortance only, but
occasionally to cerewonisc tcstivals, like the Holl, Dasanth,
vessera~h, lhaunsan, Lagrid and the Nauroz, when the Nobles and
dlgnitaries attended these functions 1dth every poup and showe

The varbar presented a surprisingly plcturesgue scene where
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proud nobles and state dignitaries appeared in gorgeous
attires each trying to surpass the other in matters of decency
and etiqutte mainly to arrest the attention of the most
illustrious and luminous person of the liuler uwhose satellites
they vied to be, and to whom they pald their homages and

from whom they received favours, honours, titles, jewels

and ornaments wlthout distinctlon of caste or creed. On these
occasions llindus and Muslims alike, exchanged greetings,
feasted on the saue table in the spirit of brotherhood which
was a common soclal pattern of tolerance among the people

ol Hyderabad and has partially cowe down to this day.

It was not only a thing of traaitional gosture, but an
historical event for the ruler to bestow upon nolbles of his
choice, titles, honours and various awards of Jagirs and
ugnsabs, which for the interest ot the jublic were announced
in open vurbars. The bestowal of these honours vas generally
on an occasion when a noble returned after winning a battle,
or repaired to the court after conductin; a successful mission
or when he appeared for the first time before the kinge. The
rulers of Hyderabad conferred titles like the iritish who
generally bestowed titles such as Mnahgraja, haja, Khan Lahadur,
Khan 3ahlb, Liwan Bahadur, Kap Lahadur, hial sahiby, GeC.3.1.,
GeCsIeE., otce Hovover, in Hyderabad these avards were of the
folloving nature:=-
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Avards of titless There were various orders into which
titles were classified and bestovwed on occasions of the
Ni.ams' birthday, and festivals lilke Nauroz etc. Titles

were conferred through a document generally known as a

‘tajwiz namah (Bndorsement) . It contained all the detalls

of recomuendations by the provincial authority ana the
final assignment by the Mughal Courte.

The hierarchical order of the honours was as followss-

IIQ

(a) The title of Jah was wonopolised for the irinces
and meuwbers of tho Ni.ams' famlly and sparingly
for the nobles of top rank. rthe followlng are
sowme of the instancess-

Asaf Jah - restricted to the Ni.ams' fanily.
Khursnid Jah X lielations of the rulors, nobles of
and X top rank and Chiefs of ﬁaigah.

Asmgn Jah X
Arastu Jah «= [Frime Minister.

(b) Titles bestoied on higher nobllity weres
Maharaja, Raja-laiajayan, Amir, Omara,
Amir-i.Azan, Amir-i-Kabir, Shamsul-Omara,
Amirul-Omara, Maharaja liaj ltajinder,

Raja=-1«iigyan Maharaja Narender.

(¢) For the nobllity of ranks below the above, the
titles were - lMulk, Daula, Vant etce. for example
Fakhrul Mulk; iMuhtashmid vanla, vlyanat Vant.

(d) In recounition of services primary titles were
conferred, like Jang, kaja, iaja Dahadur and
Khan bahadur etce.

Bmblems of dlstinctlon were also granted along with the

foregoing titles of high ranks
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Mohl-o-iiaratib -~ was the fish standard, the hi;hest
distinction reserved for persons of royalty anu high
merit. Palkl Jhalordar -- decorated and frilled
Palanquin conferred on highest nobility as a mark of
distinction. Alam--standard and flag meant for the
retimie of the nobles exhibited and carried vith the
honoured recipient particularly on public functions.
Nagqara -- the kettle-drum which the honoured noble
was alloved to have beaten at the entrance of his
residence at fixed intervals. liith this he was
avarded Morchal and Aftabgiri also.

IIl. Grant of Jwellery - ulth the grant of titles in lieu
of meritorious services Jewelled Joerpech, saryathi
(a kind of tuban), uvastar and :hujband etce were also
awardcde. it was nlso custouay for the rulers to give
Jewels to thec nobles on the occaslion of marricge and
such other functions. 1 full set o1 roy-l award of
paraphernalia or ensigns was deemea to be the highest

honour vhille award of Sarpathi was lowest of the order.

IV. There were also awards of cash e.g., Ashrafis or Gold
lMohurs; liansabs, Yomla -- representing dally payments

and sSaliyana - aumal grantse

V. Avards of lands -- grants of a village, Taluka or Mahal
etc., in the nature of a Jagir for porsonal maintenance,
or soetimes in roecognition of military service, or at

times for the purpose of farudng; facllities.

VI. liobes of Honour ~- these were unmade ;leces of cloth
or Farcha sometimes a shauwl or turban conferred on a

person according to the degree of his rank. The mmber
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of pleces of cloth pointed to the degrees of the honour
of the reciplent e.g., Khilat-i.yek ¥~rcha (awvard of
one plece of LKobe), seh Farcha (ilobe of threce pleces),

or Haft Parcha (lobe of seven pleces), etce.

As may well becenjectured, it was customary to grant the
above honours on ceremonial occasions, such as the ruler's
birthday or public festivals. O(ne significant point about
these honours was that they wore graded into destinguished
rank and status of the nobles. ixcept in cases vherec the
grant was made in perpetuity by the ruler, only the recepient
was entitled to enjoy the honours and the awards.

To clte an lnstance of the issue of a Taikhah (euolument)
w1th reference to a Jaglr, an order dated 29th iliawuzan in the
32nd year of tho accession of Shah Alam, bearing seals of
Hir Ni.an Ali Khan and iumirud-vaula bahadur, shaukat Jung,
1205 AJdl. (1799 AeDe) 1s reprouuced belows

le secal Mir Nizau All Khan
Ce Seal Munirud vaula b-hadur 12086

Le 1t knoun to the weshimkhan,
Despandiyan, Muyaduawan, to the
subjects and the pasture holders
of Pargana Kundark, sarkar (Govte.)
of Dewarkunda in the suba of
Farkhunda buniyd (Hyderabad) .
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An amount of 3,653,280 daum fron
the above Pargana, Mahal of

the late Nawab etc., has been
sanctioned by way of Tankhah
(emolument) tor the Jagir of
Hisamid Laula Jaffer Ali Khan
Bahadur .argham Jung as shoun

in the supplement. After the
i1ssue of a certificate of
emolument according to the rules,
actlon be taken for alloulng

the above lahal to be utilized
by the agents oi afore-sald Khane

lirltten on 29th Ramzan in the
32nd year of ascenslion.

This was followed by a written sunplement in i1hich the amount
of 3,63,°80 was shoin as:

Original grant Aaditional grant
349,100 dam 4,180 dam

This was further subdivided into:

Towards Mahal Hisaimd Daula 64,000 dan.
" " The Nawab £401,200 "
" " Govind hao 84,000 "

3,49,100 dam

A receipt followed the above sunplement according to which

action was taken. (see photo coples ol the Tajwlz Nama and
its supplement in the next two pages.)

ADMINISTRATION AND FUNCTIONS OF X
A JAGIRDAR IN HIS OWN JAGIRs X'~

Apart from military or State service which was conditioned
to his appointment, a Jagirdar had not much to do in his own
Jagir and his business was carried on by agents employed by
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him, which diferred in degree of systematlc vorking according
to the size of the assigned lands. The administration of the
Jagirs worked on the same pattern as that of the 'Khalisa' or
Crown Lands, and for this purpose *‘Amils' (reveme collectors)
were a:pointed in the Parganas or villages of the Jagirs who
were othcrwise called 'karoris', revenue collectors. There were
also Karkuns (accountants), who assisted and associated with
then in the administration of the Jagirs, som:times
indejpendently. Occasionally these ofilices were conbined and

placed in the hands of one person onlye.

The agent oi the ordinary 'Jagirdar' who served him as
‘awil' was called 'gumasthta', souotlies, kuown as 'shigdar’,
allu 1t was not uncoawon to asslgn to . the dutlies of an
'amin', trceasurer as well. <hese a.pointuents were made on
exacution oif a bonu by the 'amlls' ensuring regular
collectlon or revemue ulilch was usually finalised on pgyment
of @& 'qabz' to tho Jogirdar, In fovour ox the highest bidder?a
"As a rule, the Jaglruar a.pointcd only those porsons as his
agents and oificers in hils Jagir who hau no vested interest
in the locality, for his oificers, and in particular the
'amils', who had local connections were likely to ork in
collusion with the 'zamindars' and others to the detriment
of the interests ci the Jagirdar‘?,’ Insplte of such precautions
the Jagirs were put to enormous diirficulties of management
particularly with ‘amils' posted in distant l.mds against

wvhom misaipropriation was a common coiiplaint.
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The Jagirdars had dovlised anothoer systen of getting
revemie from their Jaglrs without shouldering the
responsibility of its collectlion in a way so notorious that
it hardly could be looked upon with any approciation. This
was by allowln;; their troopers to patrol through their Jagirs
recklessly for collectlion of revemie for thelr master and
exactin;; from the peasants thelr own shars of pay
unscrujulously. Thls practice was especlally adopted by
the swmaller Jagirdars .ho could not afrord to have their
oun agents for collectlon of revemue at far off places.
From this sprung up the practice of 'ijara', which w:s to
let the 1land be farmed by the hiihest bidder who were mostly
merchants and to whouw it was left to collect the revenue
with greatest oppr‘;asz.ax:l.oxf’:5 These 'ijaras!' were of course a
scourge ilor the peasantry anua though not legally forbidden

were morally disapproved at the Court.

Unlikec the lund holdeis in UJ.P. and elseuhere in Indla,
the Jagirdars of Hyderab:d were not rcgulred to coliect land
reverme and surrender 1t to the State, and in ucxjority of
cages they ket the antire revemic o. thedr Jaglrs to
thomselves and exerclsed vast Judicial, police and
admini strative povers vis-a-vis the state. They not only had
their own revemue, judicial police and departments of
developmental service but maintained their own forces which

added to thelr status and enviable prestige. lor organisation
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and collection of revemue in their Jagirs these high headed
dignitaries appointed their own'tahsildars' and 'talugdars!
(collectors of reveme), and their authority was
unquestionably coupetent in matters of approval or dismissals
of thelr ewployees, villayge Fatwaris or Fatels etc. A large
mumber of the blg Jagirdars had their own survey and
settlement departuents and though their efficiency was
looked at with sus.icion by the Jtate, they persistantly
maintained that tholr uachldnery was nevertheless in vorking

order.

The civil and criminal code of the Jagirs was the saue
as of the Livani or State but the effect of the seperation of
povers between the judlciary and executive which was so
prominent in the State, was not apparent in the Jagirs as
here both the tahslldars and the talugdars discharged the
duties of munsifs and maglstrates as well, and it was alleged
that favouriltisia cawe in the way of dispensatlion of justice
Ly theu.

but 1t may not be overlooked that Jagirs of even big
Jaglirdars we.e nol coipact and were scattered all over
Hyderabad, souctimes soparated 1n distances of mundreds of
miles anu this fact clone was suificient to disrupt any
unity in administration. The Jagirdars who held their heads
high and the nobles ww werc still more proud found it
hard to leave tholr grand palaces and tour through the vast






110

sequestered areas of thelr dispersed Jagirs on the one hand,
and the inhabitants of the Jaglrs, to lay their many grievances
before thelr masters, had to travel such long distances that
they were often lod to abandon the idea of Seekling redress.

On the other hand, it being customary not to transfer old
officials, which perhaps would have improved the situation,
depressed conditions contimied to prevall in the Jagirs, with
the result that any neasure for irogress, oven if conjectured,
lagzed behind. liowever, even in their discontent, it was

strange, tho peojle remalned peaceful.

A study of the archival recorus shows that a very large
mumber of people were lnducted into the ranks oif nobility
fron the time of Asaf Jah 1, down to the last Nizam. Their
mumber runs into thousands. lie prepared a 1list of only those
nobles who held the rank of 1000 <at (personal ranik) and abovee
Evan in these hi her categorles of the nobles we Iind as many
as 25784Bnobles who held 1000 cat and above during the whole
of she Nizams' regime. The highest rank was h..ever,17000 .at,
though in a few exceptlonal cases the rank was even higher
than that. Eut 1t should be noted that the higher ranks
above 7000 «at were granted only to elther, the princes or
such few nobles who were in matrimonial alliance with the
Loyal family of the Nizam.
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A glance through the grant of Jagirs as given in the
refercnce clted above reveals that out of 2578 Jagirs
granted during the whole period 1355 were granted in the
perlod of Asaf Jah I, hlwmself. llew Jaglrs were not
instituted in large mumber later on, and with the march of
time, the muuber became smaller and smallere. In later times
Jaglirs were gonerally rencwed i the name of the progeny of
the deceased Jaglirdars. It should be noted here that the
Jagirdars of Hyderabad usually received the .at rank wharcas
the nobles under the lughals were glven Sawar rarks also in
correspondence with their pouver and position. This may be
due to tho fact that the military function of tho class of
nobility gradually declined and thls once active force turned
into a ;rivileged aristocracy retiring into life of peace and
indolence particularly after the end of the 18th ceuntury which
consequently created a new pattern of soclo-cultural liie ifor
this cl:ss leading ultimately to its devitalisation and
disintogration in the _resent century.

The Chronoloyy or Modern Hyderabad (1720-1390),rublished
by the Central liecorus 0f{fico, llydevabad Governucnt 1964,
13 a very duportant documen®t which gives a couplete plcture
of the Nizam's Court and the soclo-econondic and military
undertakings that took place through out this period. This
diary shows that during the periou of Nizaml-Mulk Asaf Jah I,
(1720-1748), five battles took places In the tiue of






Nasir Jung (1748-1750), two battlos took plnces buring the
tine of salabat Jung (17501761, cight battles were fought
and durin; the period of lil.anm All Khan (1762-1303), nine
battles wvere fouight. Atter this vwe hear of one utore minor
clash in the time of vikanucr Jah Ni.aw III, in which the
nobllity playved its roies Ther. after %heroe is no mention
of any battle which took place under the coumand of the
nobles as such. This clearly reveals the turn of evcnts
in the 1life of nobility that took place from the beginning
of the 19th century itself.

‘he dally routine and uoveuwents of the Nizams as noted
in the dlaries preserved in the state Archives also disclose
the signiilcant fuct that tiie earllier llizams along with
thelr nobility were ifrequently woving frowu place to place
cauping at differont forts and head-quarters from time to
time. thls physical wobllity with thelr soldiers and
retinue kept the nobles as well as tho lizawms alert and
active. Thils practice oi movoment was inherited irou the
earlier umperors and ticir class of wbles; but attor
Nizauw All khan, the lilzaws as well ar the notlos chose to
contine their life to the capital city anu the veodhies
(palaces) within the city walls of Iiyderabad. This vas also
the case aftor the death of Aurangzeb. In both the instances
the King and the nobllity both folloved the steep fall of

roetirement and degenaration.
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PERIODVIGE CLASGIVICATIONS -

The Asaf Jahl or the Nizams noilllty may be studled in
the follouing periods of 1its caanging character.

l1e The poriod of formatlion 1724-1748

2e¢ The porilod of confusion 1748-1761

3¢ The period of alliance with the .ritish 1761-1798
4e The period ol idlesse from 1798«1853

S5¢ ‘The perlod of modernisation 1853-1911

6s¢ The last phase

(1) THE FKIOD OF FORIATION:-

The conduect oi this ndbilit:,' developed in a particular
environment ot the 18th caentury beccan. 7Ti.ls environment
was shaped with a series of challenges for Asaf Jahi noldility.

These veros

1. The Maratha challansee.
2e The idnglish challenge.
3+ The l'ronch challcngee
4, The rortuguese challengee.
Se the challenge oi the old potentates aid
Jagirdars of Telangana, and Karnatakae
Lesides, there weve natural challenges as linguistic
challenge, the sconomic challenge, the racial and religlous
challenges. The socloty which was sustalned by the dominions
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of Asaf Jah 1, couprised peoyle speaking Marathi, Telugu,
Cannrese, Tamll, Oria anu vujarathi. The indigenous
population generally known as Hindus of Salvites and
Valshnavites order consisted of the Lrghmins, Hindus,
Lingayaths, Jalns anu perhaps, Duddhists. That was generally
the urban sltuation. The rural veccan vas populated with a
myriad mumber of tribes, speaking different dialects and
adhereing to religions of obscure origine.

fhe owncership of tho agricultural l-nd was mostly
traditional coming down {rom anclent timese. The ‘gricultural
and reverme administration was in the hands of Lceshmkhs,
Doshpnndy ns, besals, the iuqaddams, P~twaris and a good
nuuber of subordinate ofticers. These institutions wvere
native and existed in the Deccan even before the advent of
the Muslims. They plu.ged the possibility of the access
of the luzhal or of the Ni.aws' noullity alrect to the land
and the land reverme aduwinistration. The nouvles therefore had
thelr Jagirs stretched over large tracts of land couprising
hundreds o1 viliagese Llut they never had the ownershlip of
the lande. The ownership in 1ts 1ldeal sense was uith the
monarch. Practically it was vithh the peasantry. But really
1t was usurped by the intermediate village oiflcers listed
abovee. The Jagirdar could collect soue amount by way of
certain formal and certaln inforwal taxes to be remicvted

to the Jtate Treasurye. A particular gmount sanctioned by way
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of Mansabs and other unlawful exactions was made by hin,
since the Jagirdar was also made responsible dfor the
prosperity and more so for naintaining law and order in

his Jagir. <The scope of unlavuful exploitation was naturally
changed. This nagtural check was iore effective during the
early career of the Nizams nobility. But subsequently it

vas demoralised into heedless attitude. There are very few

47
instances of coercion of Jagirdars in the 13th century.

(2) PIRIOD OF CONFUSIONg=~-

A11 the vrovinces of the beccai: at least on one silde
flanked into the Indlan Ocean and had inmvortant harbours.
The coastal south was already in the grip of the Zuropeanse.
The \.estern coast of ialabar was virtually a part of the
oceanlc empire of the Portuguesefs The iLagstern co:st of
Coromandal vas occupled by the rronch, the unglish and the
vatche. These muropean iorces controlled the overseas trade
o1 the beccan and wmost oi the industries and seafaring was
possible almost through thewm. 7They had effectea the
structure of the basar anu the standard of woneye. Thelr
ccoromic dominntion had taken place with the beginning of
the 17th century and by the time of Asaf Jah I, they uvere
rising wvith the quest for political domination. The Eurobpean
politics especlally in the context of Anglo-Irench relations
considerably affected the politics of theo Deccan and hence
the conduct of nobility. <The old established Deccan Nobles/
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Chieftalns included the notive elite of liaharashtra,
Karnataka and Telangano as well as tho Deccanls. 7They had
been changing sides to galn authority. Asaf Jah I, who had
attempted at rceconstructing tho administratlion of the Jeccan
divided it into six 'subas' ( rovinces), could have succeeded
to a considerable extent, but his successors fell victims to
Anglo-lrench politics. uuzaffar Jung, Hasir Jung and Jvalabat
Jung were uore influenced by the irenche.

£3) THE riRIOD Ol ALLIANCE WITH THE IRITIGHSs -

The 5th successor and tlic .nu Asal Jah, wir Nizam All
Lhan deeidea to cnter into alllance with the Lritlsh. This
also aff:cted the character cr the nobllity. lizaa All Khan
concludou a gsories of treutics with the Lritish and
conse. ucnt on cach troaty he had to cede a part of his
donminions. (vec the map of Hyderabad @n the next page). It
may be noted that isaf Jah I, and all the successors of
Ni.aui Ali1 ..han haa a complicated situation oif relations with
the liagrathas and thou h they weisc successful in gaining
friendship with one group of Harathas, they wverc aluays at
war with their othor political :;roug.g The rilsing iysore
under tho strong leoadership oi Yipu was amothar lenance to
the Niizam yho was seeking his survival by proviuing a strong
footins to the Lritish in sputh Indla. The Nlzaw however
could overthrow the laratha regiue and the lysore Government

under Tipu, as well as the rrench interference by Jjoining
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hands with the Lritlish. Ly 1897, the entire Deccan was
swrenderea to the iritish and out of the 6 subas he could
retain for himself 9 districts of Telangana, 5 of Maharashtra
and 3 of Karnataka. The territorial expanse of Asaf Jah
dominions shragnk almost by 85 per cent. Lut the size of the
nobility could have hardly been reduced. He had to

accommodate almost his cntire nobllity within his 17 districts.
lllian's state had virtually becowe very weak. In fact, the
EnglisheI'ronch politics durin;; the poriod of Ni:am 1lil Khan
itself had wealicned but after the death of sikandar Jah in 1829,
the supreuacy of the inglish becawe very ;rominant. ior example,
though the lii.ams had ceded large parts oi the territories of
their douinlons to the .n;lish under pressures g strains,
still, the rclations betwean the Lritish Governor General of
Inciia and the Nizams vere more or iess on equal footinge T11ll
the tiwo of Sikandar Jah, the lisau spoke of himself in
correspondence iith the Gov.rnor General as 'lia'ba vaulot!,
meanin; our ‘'iioyal Self', whilc the Governor Ceneral spoke as
'Niynzm:mds'o the well wdshar. This equal ter. oi reference
between the 3n:lish and the Ni.ams vas done away wvith by the

Eritishers aftor the death of the third Nizaia.

In the earlier phase oif the Lritish-Ni.aums' relations,
not only the two stood on more or less equal terms but even
the british .iesidents at Hyderabad considered it a pride and
privilege to e called by tho titles conferred upon them by
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the Ni.ams of Hyderabad. lor exauple, sir John Kennauay
(1788«1793)  the Fourth iiesident, was given the title of
Dilawar Jung. Colonel Achilles iirl Patrick, the 6th
lesident (1797«1806), was given tho title of Hashmat Jung
I'arzande lMuhabbat Yalwande. oir lHenry Russel the 8th
Resident (1810-1920) , was honoured by the title of Sabit
Junge. slimilarly oir Charles sicotcalfe the 9th Rpsident
(1820-25) , was given the title of l'hmtaaima-udqumlla.s *

Uf course, 1n the case of the Nizams oi Hydeialbad the
incldent was 1nvoluntary on the part of the ili.ans because
right frowm the tiluwe of Jiiiandwr Jah Hi.am III, and Lore
clearly 1n the tlue of iaslrud vaula li.am IV, the position
o. the Nizant's State had virtually becole very weak. In fact,
the inglishelrench pdllitics during the veriod of ll.am All
Khan 1ts5elf hau weaitencd but aitor the death of sikkandar
Jah 1n 1829, the supromucy oi the inglish became very
prominant. ror oxample, thou.:h the Ii.aus had ceded large
parts ot the territoriaes of tholr douwinions to the Znglish
under politlical proessures ana strains, still the relations
betwecen the uritish Governor Gaencral of India and the lHzams

weilre ore or less on ejual torus.

As mentioned earlier this process of honouring the
Lritish licsidents coincided with the position of the Nizams
which was more or less on equal tcrms with the Lritishers
til1ll the death of sSikander Jah in 1829. That is why we see
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thot no Snglishuan aspires to get this honour in later times.
Almost after 100 years the situation is found completely
changeds The Divans or Frime lMinlsters of Hyderabad starting
from Jir Khursheed Jah through oir Vicarul-Onara and

Sir Asman Jah onvards the honour of knightehood 1s bestoued
by the Lritish Crown on the notility of Hyderabad and the
Nobles vied with each other to be inductcd into the regalia
ot the british stars and Honours. bLy this time the supremacy
of the iMuphals was completely taken charge of by the
britishors. (he position of the Ni.ams more or less remained
the saule. originally they wecc the subservlients of the
iughals but ultimatoly becauie the i'althiul Ally oi the

Lritish rowvere

It 1s also interesting; to note that even thouph the
Ni:ams enjoyed de facto autonowy from thoe time of Asaf Jah I,
they never hesitated in showing anu vrofessin:: thelr allegiance
to the lmizhal throne t111 the fall of the lahal Kingship
in 1857. Overy lMughal King contlnued sending his Iirians
Coynl Order) to the Nisams even though 1% mst have been
only a formality. In turii all the Nlzaus marched cut of the
clty to recelive the Firmans on thelr heads sent from Delhi.
The last I'irman was sont by the DBohadur shah .afar in 1838,
in the tiiic of Nasirud-Daula. DBy thls time the tottering
process ol the Mughal edifice was couplcte and by this time
the Lritish had dug deep tholr foundatilon on which they built






a mighty empire after 1857, and the Nizams became their
Failthful Allye.

THE PuRIOU OF IDLEGGESe

by the end of the 18th century, tho nolles who were
busy in war fare wlith the Marathas anu theo furopeans and
with the iysore state between Narmada and Cauvery for over
half a century, had to sheathe thelr swords once for alle.
beautiiul arms ilported from Suropean countrios and the
Middle East turned into articles of decoration in drawlng
roons or when the nobles were movins: out froim thelr hohes.
The energetic nobles vho hnd abandoned their Jagirs and
immovable property in Northern Indla recelved fresh grants
in the Deccan. They deleyated the res:onsibllity of
administration of Jagirs to their representatives because
they had to be busy wil.h the court affairs, or in the battle
fielde. ihon their old traaitional and military functions
ceased to contime, the ilumwedlate thing to which they could

divert v s luxurye.

this was a poriod when the capital oir tho liizan's
douinions was shifted irou isurangabau to Hyaderabad and by
1803, a Lritish cantonment was established at Jccunderabad
a few miles in the north oi the Moosli river with the palace
of residence immedi:.tely on the northern bank oi the licosi.
The city of Hyderabad, which was stretched from Golconda in
the liest to saidabad in the Zast, had developed mostly on
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the south of the Moosl. Atter the fall of Golconda and
particularly after the death of Aurangazeb the clty of
Hyderabad was badly plundered during the wars of succession.
There was an atmosphere of awe and fear prevailling over 1it.
The Mughal Subedar Mubariz Khan started to build up a wall
around the city of Hyderabad vhich was later on complcted by
the first M zam. The walled city developed around Charminar
in the South of the Moosi and all the nobles coming from
Aurangabad built thelr palaces in the valled city. The rule
of Ni.ams' Nobles can be seen in the development of urban
culture in the first half of the 19th century. The houses
consgstructed in the walled city were enormous complex to
accomnodate families and dependents mumbering over hundreds
(for detalls see Appendix-B:;A ueochl ana the life inside).
The construction material was simple, the architectural
pattern were native mostly borrowed from i.ajasthan. The city
had 1ittle iniluence of the kest. The l1deas of 1life were
Mughal. Iraditionalism was supposed to be the hall-mark of
the Noldlity.

The love of traditions, the narrow scope of personality
to come to its full play slowed down the creative progress of
socdety. It was during this period that prosititution obtained
official sanction and a department entitled 'Arbab-i-llishat!
was establishedéz That department took care of the prostitutes

and thus attached to them men like songsters, musicians and






others. The enormous collectlon of records of the
Daftar-ie\rabab=i-Nishat preserved in the state Archives

of Andhra Pradesh indicates how much the Nobility was
involved with such institutions. The next important subject
of attraction uas the Mem5.3 A good mumber of Memu and
recipes preserved in the Archives indic-~te that various
Noble families had developed a special taste for a variety
of dishes which led then to a sort of gluttony. The i’ifth
Hisam was well-knoun for his enormous eating habit.

some attentlon was pald to religion, art and litercture.
Therc were but very few nobles like Mir Alawm and Chandulal
who took direct interest in making a contribution to
literature. However, poets and artists both native and those
from other parts of the country were entertained with warwmth
and vrovided with emoluments to live vith comfort. This was
the period when the bDeccani and liajasthani painting developed
into 1ts last phase 1n the beccan. J0 was the case with
architecturg? The religious attitude was very traditional
and the Nobility never felt any nseed for revision or
renovation. O0f course, some of them malntalned sizeable
libraries which had mamuscripts of all the Islamic classics
from the Middle East and different parts of Indla. Calligraphy
vas, of course a branch of artistic expression in vwhich some
of the llobles took kecen 1nteresg§ One Nawab Jawshid Ali, a
relative of imkarramud vaula has alone presented uwore than 300
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varietles of Kufl Calligraphy donc by him. It appears that
generally the standard of oeducation in Noble families vas
very low during this period.

Thls period of Idlesse was the period of demoralising
for the Nobles. They had been a troublesome burden on the
State reverme and administration. The administration was
being formed out but adversely 1t yot deteriorated. The
british resident who was living with his army had all formal
respect for the Niitams and his great Nobles but practically
interfered with a high handed policy in the affalrs of the
Statee

THE vEIOU OF «#OUGBhIiIISATIONs -

The presence of raesidents on tiie northern bank of the
Moosl river and that ol Cantonment in Secunderabad still
farther North, created a sense of awe and hatred awong the
masses reslding in the walled City. bLut the Hobles right
from Chandulal tended to have secrct relations with them.
Chandulal's secret correspondence with the residents reveals
that it was he who was responsible for declaring Naslrud-Daula
as the successor of Jikander Jah (de 1829)§sﬁut in 1853 when
Vir Salar Jung was appointed as the Priwme iilnister, the
attitude towards british was not that of fear and hatred; it

became an attitude of awe and respect. The no.les residing

in the walled city who used to live 1n a Mughal way developed






a fancy for modernity. The youn; men of the noble families
liked to go over to Sccunderabad for participating with the
Lritish in thelr games and club actlivitiles. They desired to
live like the Dritishers but it was not possible in the
soclety of the walled City to put on English sultes, take
food with spoon and fork and move with ladles without

purdah. It was during this period that the children of

most of the Nobles were sent to Jdngland for thelr education.
The DNoblllity started moving out frou the valled Cilty,
constructin:; their new palaces on the northern side of the
Moosl which was broadly called Chaderghat and stretched from
the banks of the lMoosl to Jecunderabad. I'akhrul lulk was,
pcerhaps the {irst person to have his palace Asad Lagh,

(the present Nizam College), in Chaderghat. His second
palace was Eramuanzll. Jhausul Owara removated his
traditional palace in Lingampally. LagShirud Daula constructed
his famous Lashir Bagh in the now City. All these
constructions were of turopean style. The architectural
pattern was cither l'rench, inglish or Italian. The way of
living to the extent ot male meubers of the famlly was
European. Thus the new clty of Hyderabad on the North of the
Moosl developed on modern lines or with a taste of wodernity
by these liobles. The nobles took keen interest in the modern
educational system both uithin the state and outside.

It was in this City that the Graamar school, the Convent,
the Nizam's College and all important centres of modern
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education were established. The only modernity which could
enter the walled City was the architectural patt-ern. The
Nobles, particularly of highest oraer were having their
palaces both in the new clty as well as in the old city.
Bven in the old city, the architectural pattern of thils
perlod was remarkably Buropean. The palaces oir Igbalud-Daula,
wWaliud-Daula, Shahab Jung and many others were thoroughly
Western in their architectural style and very bexutiiul. DBut
actual modernity flourished in the new City vhere the Nolles
l1dealised the Western way of living to such an extent that
Mrs. Lynton reomarked that their taste of refined way of

living had become a sort of fine art.57

Another lmportant as.ect of this perlod of uwodernisation
is a sort of awakening under the superb leadershlp of Sir
Salar Jung. The youth of the Nobles tho were degencrating
into Idlesse a generation back, were awvaicened. The new
generation as given modern cducation and vas quick to
takeup growulng responsibllities in the nev administrative
setup designed and introduced by $ir galar Jung. T-he Nobles
were capable to head all the important devartments of
aduinistration. This headshi) was not rerely formal, it was
drastically practical. The State Government cdid not have a
constitution ana detailed set of rules for deparimental

aspects of administration. But the conventions and traditions

were gound and strong. Salar Jung's reforms provided scope
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for hirin; services from outside the Nobillity, 1f capable
h-nds were avallable. Lut the Nobles could aiford all
capable honds, and hired employees from outside the Nobdlity
could not gain any high hand over the Nobles.

An incident of the Sixth Ni:am and his Frime Minister
shahab Jung may well explain the strength of conventions and
the constitutional sense of the liobles. The Young M .am
was to preslde over a meeting of the grand nobles. Lut out
of carelessness on the eleventh moment, he ordercd his kFeshi
secretary oir Amin Jung, who was an ewnployee and not a Noble,
to 1reside over the meetlng of the grand Nolles in lleu of
the Niiam. Jir Amin Jung obtained a lirman issued to that
effect and read 1t out to the grand noblcs before the
comuencenent of the meoting. It was extremely sururising
for them alle. Shahab Jun:; boldly declarcd that a hired
servant even of the calibre of oir Amin Jung was not
coupetent to preside over the meeting of the Nobles. Juir
Auin Jung read out the IFirman more than ones and shahab
Jung repeatedly opposed his Chairmanship with the raesult
that the meetin. could not be convened. The next day
sir Amin Jung made a detalled couplaint about the dlsobedlence
and arrogant attitude of Shah~b Jung to the Nizam. The Nizam
was mmh prowked to anger and wvhen Shohab Jung appeared
before hin he seriously interrogated about his attitude of

disobedience.
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“Shahab Jung, you have disobeyed uy ¥Firman®
"No your Highness, I have not disobeyed"
"You have mot allowed Amin Jung to preside over the meeting®

"Yes, Your Highness, Amin Jung cannot ireside over the
meeting of the Nobles"

"Why Not?®

"Because Anin Jung is a servant. A servant 1is not
authorised to preside over such a meeting"

"I had issued a rirwan to that effect and vhat you know"

"Yes your Highness, inspite of this"
The Ni._am burst out in anger and salds

"If I put wy slipper on ongs head one 1s authorised"
"Yes your Highness, that 1s true, but you cannot put
your slipper any\.ixere you llke. The correct place
for it is the head of Shah»b Jung!

The liobdes who wele tic backbone oi the Nizam's dominions
were vopy luch consclous of the role oi their ancestors in
bullding up the Jtate and careful in seeiny that the state
authority was guarded by them. bLuring this period the Jagir
administration was also revised on modern lines by all the
Jagirdars of High ordere No doubt most of the posts in the
Jagirs were given to the families which wore traditionally
attached to the Jagirdars. Yet even in the Jagirs elployees
were hired frou outside on payment of salarles. In most of the
Jagirs, the work of land survey was done quite perfectly.
Jagirs were divided in suitable administrative divisions.
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The administration was run on the lines of the general
adninistration of the Nizam's Government on a miniature
scale. The office records and the administrative reports of
the Jagirs of 3Sir Salar Jung and Falgahs indicate the new
systems of estate administration adopted by them. uring this
period the soclety of Hyderabad had received some waves of
political and religlous movements of country-wide interest
which were inltiated generailly in north Indila. Some of these
rellglious movements vere puritanical and revivalists like the
Wighabl lovement, while some moveuents were modernistic like the
Aligarh Movement of sir Jyed. The Nobles of the first rank
found theuselves in a dilemma between the old and the new
situations. Tempermentally idealistic as they welre, they
attempted at retaining best of the old and obtaining best

of the newe 1In that thoy we.e alble to contriltute to the
develoyment of educatlon, Judicial system, rcvenue system,
general and technical administration and legl-lation in
Hyderabade The rules framed by Hyderabad legislature and the
constitutional provisions .ade vere more idealistic than
realistic.ss

The gro.th of secrectariat and plannea departmentalisation
has specifled claritications for services and methodical
recrultments and set of rules. The Jagirdars other than those
of highest order were rendered without function. The Jagirdars
on seccndary level down to the smallest of them grew economic

parasites consequently murturing many social evils. The commnity






which was engaged in econoudc and productive activities was
that of peasantry. It provided revemue to all the Jagirdars
who werc Just consumers. Tho peasantry was directly victiz of
the usurpation of the Jagirdars. There - are ingtances
shouing that as the population of certain Jagirs grew, the
land productivity fell short. i{he Jagirdar stlll coerced the
peasant to feed him more. 7vThe ryot and peasantry made serious
rapresentations to the Nizamse. 1In one casc they rejpresented
against such coercion sayin;; thot 'ma hama dar arzu-i-narg

te mirem' (wo arc all dying wvith a desire to die) .59

TIHE LAJT rlIASEs-

The Japgirdars of secondary level lag:ed behind and the
administrative personnel \as hired at a large scale not only
fromn the nonejagirdar community but also from outside the
state. The Jaglrdar elemcnt in administration esveclally
aftor 1930 was very much ruled out and even the rrime linisters
wore invitcd from NoneJaglrdar co.wanity and froa outside the
State. 7The Jagirdars oven under these stress and strain
never thoupght of becoming producerse. Thelr cconomlce
consclousness vas dull and obscurce Tholr ldeallsm was
unrealistic and i..agincry basod on such conventlons whilch
had no practical value. They laciked foresijht, especlally
the econondc foresight. They falled to galn thie collaboration
of the ryot in their Jagirs to coue forward with greater
econoidc plane. The peasantry started reacting against them
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from 1940, The Telangana moveuent was the first blg challenge.
But the challonges could not uwoulu the character of Jaglrs and
the Jagirdars as the institution had become so defunct that

it could hardly be renovated.

PRESENT SOCIO-ECONOIMIC FOSITION3-

The Jagirdars of Hyderabad whose brief soclo~historical
background is glven above contimicd to remain in that position
t1l1l the police action which took place in 1948, after which
the erstvhlle Hyderabad state was merged in the Indian Union.
On 15th August, 1949, the Jaglrdarl Uy-.tem was abollshed.

This was a turning point in the life oi the liobles of
Hyderabad who were subsequently confronted with new probleus
and situations; social, economic and political. then wve took
up the subject for ilnvestigation the first part of our
questionnaire was to study their family structure, household
pattern, educational level and general economic condition, as
obtainable in 1975.

we had also prepared a questlonnaire scparately to take
note of these items as thay were founa in 1948. An analysis
of these data reveals that the size of the family has become
mich smaller in 1975 than what it vas in 1248. There are two
reasons for thise. lirstly, previously many close blood
relatives used to stay in the house of the noble and all

those who lived in the palace were counted as meubers of the
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fally and enjoycd full protcction of the noble. secondly,
each noble had a large mamber of paid and dependent servants.
The dep:ndent servants were those, who were the sons and
daughters and near relatives of the servants. The numbers
of such serv:nts and dependents easily ran into tens and
twenties. All those belonged to the family in the wider
scnse of the verme <The servants' childaren were also
protocted by the Jagirdars and thelr marriages were trinancially
supported by thew In fuli. All the residents vithin the four
walls o1 the ralace belongeu to onc faully also, in the
sonsg that all oi them received their livelihwod from tie
nobvle's trcasury and all oi theuw got thelr food from the saue
kitchen. Arter the abolition of the Jagirs, however, the
large and e.tended family broke downe. The mumber of the
servants and their dependonts, in particular, dropped down to
insignificance. Vhon we take an average of the fauily silze
in the two years, 1948 and 1975, we find that tho slze in
the latter year became one third of vhat it was in 1948. The
average tamily size in 1976 belng of 9 members inclusive of
husband anu wife, children, father and/or wother 1ii alive,

and one or tw servantse.

In the field of education, there does mot seen to be any
pmajor chingee before the abolition of the Jaglraari oystem
also, it was custom.ry tor all thc nollles to send thelr

children to the Jagirdar College or sole othor reputed
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institutlon oi Hyuerabau for cducation. <Therc was no

1lllteracy in the nobllity class in general, although they

had, by ani large, no attraction to go in for highcr education.
There 1s no biy change in 1975, because uost of the nobles

were so hardly hit economically, that the past quarter

century was not enouzh for them to regaln even partially thelr
lost econcuic position. .JLven if worc children have started going
to the schools during the last few years, they have not yct
completed their College or University sducation and therefore

wve can not got the exact mumber of such people who have

accowplisned theuselves into hlgher scales of learning.

So far as economic change is concerned the change is
spectacular. All the nobles and thelr descendants in our
study held at luast a Jagir o1 the value of 180,000 and above
per amumie. rtho riciiest falgah ylelded iore than 3 lakhs of
rupces sor amwuid. Jhls econouwdce condivlon in general contimed
till 1948. <owe o1 the Jagiruars had wore than one palace in
the capital city 1tseli, besides the rural veodhls and shikar
houses. Vor;, fow nolles, included in our study, llved in
rented houses, and could be counted on fingerse. In 1975,
however, the plcture changed draumatically. liost of the
J agirdars have left thelr old palaces, mansions, or houses.
Zither the pal-ces have been sold out into rportions, or
mortgaged, or in a very ifew cases rented out. bMost oi the

nobles and their descendants, 874 oi the intervieweej are
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living in rented houses, sometimes the present houses are poor
apologlies for a bearable residence. This is obviously the
result of their economic down fash. VWhen we coupare the
economic condition between 1948 and 1976 we find that the
present economic level 1s not more than one-tenth of uhat it
was in 1948. This accoumpanied by heavy liabilitiles,
comuitments and loans has made their economic life most
miserable. (i@ have met souwoe of the descandanis oi the
noiules of a bLig Jagir who were getting as mere shareholders
around 251000 per month in 1948, and who are nov living
almost on the footpathe. The value of .¢1000 in terms of its
purchasing power was uore than 10 tiwes higher in 1948 and
nov they are in the incoue group of [5100 or 200 per month.
This can indlcnte the steep fall in the level of thelr income
~nd 1ts subsoquent cifect on thelr soclal, economdc and
emotional life in zeneral. Althouih a few nobles ave in
Governnmont service and a fov othoers have started lusiness
and industrics also, but most of the older Jaglrdars arc yet
out of the run in the econoulc race. Thie only thing nost of
them are struggling h-rd to do is to prepare thelr children,
under great econonic stress and strain though, for future

roturn to normal economic and social 1life.

surrounded in wealth and luxury, the Jagircars standing
at a high pedestal of power and prestige lived a life of
alienation in the uwidst of a few confidants onlye. Aiter the
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breakdown oi the systeun they w.erc thrown into the mltitudes

ol the masses accompaniea by high degree of frustration,
poverty, misery and above all with incapacity to adjust.

This total crisls of the ilw-ge and reallity created a nevu type
of allenation. Their frame of roference, uwontal and historical,
was incompatible with the lnevitable and bitter reality around.
This croated a challenge of unprecedented ragnitude for thet.
but s.an perhaps 1s one of the most adaptive creatures. \.ithin

a short span of less t.an 30 years, it seoms, the noiles and
thelr descendants have repgatherod thelr ancestral fighting
spirit. iormerly they had shown their uental in the battlefield;
novw they havoe to channelise their energles 1ln the uodom iife
of soclo-cconolidc @rtfarce Jhio sltu-tlon is quite Tascinating
to Invite our Lrobe. It secus the treond of cihange 1s to..ard

a reconstiructlon ~na rostructuring of their sattern oir 1life

and kchoviours

'EEEREEE.
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CHAPTER « IV

SOMI, CONCEPTUAL IFORMS AND HYDIMABAD NOBILITY

THE CHANGING MEANINGS-

The concopt of nobility si:znifies a social status which
has passed throupgn varilous vicissitudes of ch-nge during the
course of history, both in its context and comnotation.
Essentially it 1s a soclo-political concept usually followed
and supported by an ecornomic status which more often than
n:t became its necessary corollary. Untll recently every
soclety, which attalned a certain degree of civilizatlon,
had in its soclal stratiiication, a class oi people who were
porularly called nobles. A nwble was one who wielded
political power, enjoyed a soclal pos’sition next only to the
Koyal family and was provided with econcomic security strong
enough Lo suviort his soclo-political statuse As such
nobility has been a purely soclological concept in the
social configvuration or Lhe soclieties which wove larticularly

marked by monarchical forms of government.

Ve have chosen the term nobility to describe the
Jagirdars of Hyderabad as it is taken to be a synonyn of
'Omarah' in Arabic, Persian and Urdu languages. The class
of nobles, called 'Oumarah’, formed the ruling class of all
Maslim societies. The word 'Omarah' is the plural of 'Amir!
which is etymologically derived from the word 'Aur', meaning
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aathority. As such an auir is one who com.ands authority.
The 'Omarah' therefore, comprised the class of people who
wielded anthority, hold high soclal position ani po.sessed
vast estates to support their power and position.

BUROPEAI NOBILITIESs-

In Suropean countiles, as elsewhere, the icanlng and
contents of nobility changea from time to time. Thouph its
definition 1s difficult to make, the people who belonged to
this class were always distinct ana visible.l In I'rance,
for instance, there was the feudal nobility' as well as the
non-jieudal nobllity on the eve of the French Lievolution of
1789. There vwas 'moblesse de race', hereditary nobility;
'noblesse de lettres', nobles requiring registration in the
Chambre des Couptes; and 'nublesse de dign.‘ti:e'.2 In dngland
the class of nobles ana aristocrate broadly corresvonded to
each other ti1ll capitalism started creating its own
aristocracy. In Russia the meaning and content of nobility
were clearly deflned in the code of laws of the Russlan
Bmpire by Catherine II, this very nearly comes to the meaning
of the concent, 1t had in India under the Mushals. In the
words of the Code of Lawss '"the apvellation of nobility 1s
the result of quallitles and virtues of men who having been
foremost in the past, distimmished themselves by their
services and turning their very services into uerlts,

acquired for thelr descendants the distinction of nolles birth;
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are treated as nobles all those who either descend from noble
ancestors or have received the titles from the monorachs in
racognition of their deserts".a It is interesting to note
that, whercas the furopean nobility lald more emphasis on
blood and landed property, the Russian nobility gave more
inportance to personal merit and service to the state which
is identical to the position of the nolbles under tho Mughal
rulers who granted 'Mansabs' and 'Jagirs!'! usually on the

basls of merit aiid service to the persons close to then.

A SOCIOLOGICAL PHENOMENONs-

The expression of nobility, as wmentioned above,
symbolises a soclological phonomenon underlined by political
authority. Historically spoaking the institution of nobility
has been existing in almost all socleties with a certain
degree of socilal ~nd political coiplexity. Inspite of the
fact that nobility could never be doefined in precise terms;
and inspite of the fact that the legal privileges of the
nobility have disanpeared in our modern dewocratic socletiles,
nonetheless, the people who trace thelr descont [row lohle
encestors, stlll contlme to keep their class consciousness
alive. This accoralng to iarc Llocn is o vory sigauificant
socloloiical fact which gives viaen i Indelendent lgentity
and soclal significance. iAs such theire is no wonder that the
nctles of Hyderabad who have been strippred off their

privileges should feel suvclally dislocated and alienated.
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Thinkors like larx, lMosca and ivaroto have explained the
coiplexXx phenowenon of nobllity wiih the help of different

terms anc concepts.

o [ % h] -

Gactano losca strongly belioved that actual power in
every soclety was neither held by one person at any tilme
in history nor was 1v ever sharc. Ly the whole comuaunity of
citizens. 1In tact the authorlly vias aluays cxcrclsed by a
suall minority4 of the population almoust everywhere 1 the
worlde In arriving at tlills conclusion Mosca was jerhaps
inspired by Yalne. licsca btelloved that a gioup of men can
rulc when 1t i: able tc control tiie soclal fources oi 1its
tiae. Dy soclal forcs3 lie mecant any mmman activity having
soma soclal signiilcancee. It mgy include money, land,
military power, religion, education etc. Any group that
comnands tliaxsocial forces can rule. Juch a group can be
torwed as 'the rullng class'. This ruling class 1s never
the sae in the course of history. It undergoes changes
according to civillzatlon and periods of history. Mosca and
Pareto both seem to agree with Talne and Tocqueville that

5
“ruling classes succuldb becemse of neglecting thelr duties".

A RULING CLASGs-

The rﬁiing class has been a prouwlnent element in almost
all ;olltical organismse. AS lMosca Sgyss "In all socleties
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two closses or people ay ear - a class that rules and a class
that 1s ruleq .6 This 1s a undversal rhemomenon. since the
medieval ages down to our times the ruling warrior class has
played a prowlneant role in China, India, Japan, Poland,

Russla, and vesteru Burope.

ITS ASSOCIATION WITH LANDsg-

Thase rullng classes derived thelr subsistence for the
mpintenance ol tholr armles from the land. “hercfore, this
class concommittantly caite to be linked up uwith the land.

This further resulted inlo hercditary mobility and aristocracy.

In order to maintain and perpetuate the ruling class,
its meubers invented religious sanction and uworal justification
o! tholr existence and importance. However, as 1t happens
with all group foruations anad instltutions, it can survive
only as long as 1t can fulfil its coumltments and prduises.
Lut as Mirabeam remerked,7 that every climb in the social
order is attended by achlevements as well as its own
weagknesses simltaneously. In the words of liogca “ruling
classes decline inevitably when they cease to find scope
for the capacitles throu;sh which they rose to power, when
they can no longer render the soclsl services vhich they
once rendered, or when thelr talents and the services they
rendered lose 1t381mportance in t he social environment in

which they live'.
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Accordlng to Mosca every ruling class rationallses 1ts
prominence on the basis of a2 political formila supported by
roliglous bellefs, sentiments and even sv.perst::!.1.::!.01'1.3.9 The
religious and sontimental bases provided security and support

of the masses to such g class even in moments of crisis.

Eut ruling classes also have their rises and falls.
Thelir traditional i..crtance and groun suverilority camnot
puaranteo theldr contimntion vhen they 7oll irto the ghyss of
lethar gy and sonsuality. ‘Thelr leisured e:istance stirulates
frivolousncs: of uing “uid leads to a 1iTe of vlensuve
vnaceconenied byt duties. 1lien theve is ne f:award pressure
to an obligation -nd vhen the haldt of vorlr has not beoen
forred In carly yeavs, 4t %o havd to eseaie fron ildleness .
"Yebt aristoerccics that cannos deiend theusclves adequately
iron Zdleness decline rapidly. ‘hey aay succeed in retaining
tholr ranks ana o.iices mouinally ior sowstiwe, but vhen such
functions are actually cixercised by subalterns, the
subaltorns socon become the actual masters. It can only
turn out that tho wan who acts, a,niao xmows hou to act, will
gventually succeed in comanding! . Thils descrivtion of
the rise ana fall of the ruling class 1z cvidert almost in
every soclcety where one group 1is icplaced Ly the cther as
a rosult oi uegeneratlon and incapcclity oi the former (ruling)

group to maintain and Justlfy its soclo-political position.
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PARETO'S VIEWSs=

Another important thinker, who was also a contemporary
of Goeteno Mosca was Vilfredo raroto. He has also dealt
with the same issue of the ruling class tut the term that
Lo used for it, namely, the elite, implies wider meaning and
connotation. Fareto sagyss "I use the word elite (Italian
aristocrazia) in 1ts etymological sense, ueaning the
stronpest, the most energetic, and most caprable - ror good
as well os evil“.ll He iurther says "“e...s the history of
man is tho history or the contimious replacecuwont of cestain
elites, ns oue pscellas, auother weciines. Jsuci is tic real
phuenoucnol, though to us it way oiten appear wauer sinothler
J;‘oru”.lz Larelo awso deri Lhat i Lo course cil niscory
ho elivcs, viiow Ce w2aght wadlls preiors Lo call 'power elltes',
go on changliy; with the tiues of tiwe. 1Lhis he calls
‘circulation of thie elltes'. but in this 1rocess of change
01 olites neither reason nor sentiuent alone works. In tact
entire lmuman history is underilrea by the strange coubination
ol reason and sentiuentalliy working more or iess together.
As to the causes of decline of a varticular clite rareto
bellaeves that efficlency alone can juarantee the contimmity
of an elite in power. ihere tnls eiiiciency is lost another

group oi elites takes over.
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NOBLES ANy LLITEge

As long as the democratic forms of government had not
found vogue, this place of pride was held by the nobles,
which acquired a more general form later on in the terminology
of a morc gencral nature that is the elite. However it 1s
Interestin;; to note that even the elitc class has a tendency
to 'Yregard itsclf as a natural, rather than as a historical
e:l.:l.‘z:e".l:3 Pareto held th-t "Dvery ieople 1s soverned by an
ellte, by a chosen element in the populatlon..... an elite
can change wlth changes in the indivicuals comrosing At or in
thelr descendants, or even throupgh the Infiltration of
extraneous cleients, vhich nay come from the same country

14
or from some other country".

THE ThKii BELITs-

The term ellte approared for the first tiwme 1ia the Oxford
anglish blctlonary in 1823 In the 19th century 1t was used
for the group of superior inalvimuals who verc believed to
possess the capaclity to rule a pooplee This doctrine was
elncolipassed in Carlylet's :hiloso.ly ol the Hero and Hletzsche's
vision v. the Supernan ana 1 .ter on cale to te used in the
more jyrosalc studles of liosca, Yarcto, and Zurckhardt. This
conceypt, hovcver, was mecant to explaln and Jjustify tho feudal
remnants o1 the old nobility slowly bBlending ln the nculy

emor ging political anu economic povwer magnabtes. sven narx
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could nmot deny the exlistence of such a ruling class or
power elite although he explained the existence of such
o class as the result of economic exploitation. such a
class under one nare or the other has always dominated the
course of history at least In the past. As lareto sald
"history 1s the graveyard of aristocracies“,ls which alao

evidently exilains his theory ol the circulation of elites.

VEULEN'S VIEVS$-

Jo far we have surveyed the theorles of some of the
important thinkers vho have tricd to explalin the notility,
the aristocrrcy ov the elite srours In varlous socictles.
This nay suffice as far as the nvolitical status and function
of such a class 1s concerned. Tt from socloloilcal polnt of
vicw it 1s inportant to analyse the whole pattern of the
1life ¢f such a _cople which distiicurlclics then as a class
Ly 1tself with o unicue wpatter:i of relationshiy and boehaviour.
This has been very akly done Ly “lorstein Vellen in his

wonucriul worics "The Theory oi the Lelsuvre Class"e.

A LUISULED CLASS:-

In his theory Vedlen found a horde of sociologlcal
characteristics, which in his opinion is historically
undisputable and which are the result of a class of peorle
who had iLmuense leisure at thelr dispos:l anu consequently
doveloped an ethos peculiar to thelr class. This lelsure

class has beon identiiled with the nouility of feuual Lurope,
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foudal Jdaran and elscwhcie in the world where siitdlar
soc¢leties have exlstedes 1In such socletles class distinction
is well uwariked out anu the upper classes in particular
possess extraordinary 1rights ang privileges and are exenpted
from indausirial occupations and mamial labour. Generally
this class vhich 15 next only to the king performs two
Liportant functlone 1n the soclety and tlicse two dutles are
conusléered rost honourable. These dutics are warfarc ond
priestly service. In most cases the varrior class held the
hichest pogltion but iInshtances are not lackin;; when the
priestly class surerseded the warlords. "Dut the rule holds
vith but slight exce.tlion that, whether warriors or prilests,
the urper classes are exempt irom lndustrial em: loyments,
and this exemptiqn is the ecornwnlc expression oi thely
surerior raic.y In tiis closs Veblon includes the nobles,
tho priests ond thoelr» retime. Thoe people of thils closs
talie vide in thelsr 'honourable! onyajelents and desilse all
obther ordinary acbivitics such as wamal labour and liaaustry
which arc l¢ft %o be tuien care of by the peoplce of the
tinTerlor! classcse In the vovdas of Veblen "Abstention from
labour 1s ot only a honeriiic or ueviscricus act but it
presently comcs to bo a roqulsise of doconcy..... abstontion
spol: labour 1s the conventional eviderco cf vealth and 1s
th.relore the conventlonal mark of scelal standing; wnd this

irsisbonece on the meritoriousncss of woudlth leads tc a :ore
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strecmous irsistence on loisure".17 In the 1light of the
analytical exvosition of Veblen thoe maln characteristics
o the leisure class can be classified in the following
forn:

FEUDAL ~ND ARISTCCUATIC CLASS

(Var Lords and Frilests
ok o A AR o Ak W A A oK o K o ol oK R R o

3 g X
sxenption fron Conisplcuous conspicuous
ocrdinory labour & (Leizure) (Consuiijtion)

ccoronlc pctivitics.

x : ]
g nbora e cthos ihllanthreihy, Iunting and
ld 1narnners F'easts and luxury loaded
§ Prcaentse. waste of time
MG o nay «

Cle%rlj Larlew class
distinctlon an class
consciousilecss

X
X

Horal ond Sacrca vonchlons

Conservatism

In or.i v to maintaln o sc.avate ideatity os vwell as
to add sophistication, the closs ezhilbited dollcate
sensibillity ona gentle nmammnera. This resulted in flneness
of culture which could get along only with o class which

could afford consplcuous lelsure and conspicuous consunption.
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but loioure ixver meant that thoy had nothing to do. vhat
1t 1n.lics 18 woneproductive consunption of time. “"he nobles
and the arlstocrats are in Veblon's tormns the neubers of the
leisurae class wiw could afford this ty.e cof lilc becaisc
econoilcally they enjoyed coupletc seauritys. In order to
create an imagce of loftiness they lndulged in double waste,

both of tlnc and roneye.

Jiiordos to Justify thelr lelsure tlhie vegplo oi tiuis
class concensrated on the acquisition oir sone proficiency
In decoru: i wumaers sc as to arcusce a Ifcolln of awe and
adidratlion in the minds of tilese vho stocd outscide this
class, the commoneise Lo Sl woXus of Veblon, "lIigh-ured
Lanors 2w ugys of living are ltewns of conforudity to the
norn oi conspicous lelsure ana consiicuous con;sumption.”m
The wmaabers of thiis class, turther, talie dell ht 1n giving
avay valualble 3ilfts and proscuts as a weans of rcputablllty
ana a tolzen of gonerosity. Thoy ave thersciore aluays
surrounded by a large mnmber oi admlirers -nG courtlors

walting on then for thelr turn of receivin;; valuable gcodse

The leisuve class balng sheltored fronl the stralns of
econonle eilgenclas bacones leass resrponsive to the
pressures of ranldly chansdn: eccoromlc chnllenges outslide
thelr classe This develops amons 1ts menbers an attitude

ol orthodo:y and consorvatism.
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Another lmportant feature of this class of nobles or
aristocrats is thelr elaborate system of etiquettes and
manners. These are syubolical and conventional traits which
exhlblt their higher posltion of domination and superiority.
"In large rart they are an expression of the relation of
status, a synbolic pantomime ogsmastery on the one hand and

of subservience on the other",

In short the lelsurc class as elucldated Ly Veblen,
whichh correspondas to the class of nobles and aristocrats 1is
ciharacterised oy abunaant leisure, extravamgance, sophisticated
wanners, artiiicielity, sense oir class superiority and an
attituae of conservatism. 7This class has been the product of
pre-industrial societies which manmaged to survive in sone of
the countries down to the umodern times, but is not capable
of uwaintaining 3ts imare and iaentity in the face of the
industrial shake up and dewocratlc forces of the modern agee.
but as an institution and as a class 1t was an iuvortant
sociological reality which helps in understandin; the
socio-economic complex phenonmenon which were resvonsible
;o1 tho emergence and survival of such a class through long

vicissitudes of historye.

FiULALIOH Al IODILITY s~

The above nentioned soclological analyses of Gaetano
Mosca, Vilfredo rreto, and Therstein Veblen help us in
understanding feudallsm and nobllity as on institution and
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a class of soclety. The nolles of Hyderabad are perhaps one
of the last survivals of this social type. It 15 not our
intontion hore to indulze in the technical controversy as to
whether the nobles of Hyderabad can be called as feudal or
not. ihat 1is lmportant for us from the soclological roint
of view 1s that there are significant simdlarities which have
promoted many writers of our time inclucing such scholars as

Loctor A«l.. Klusro to consider the two as identical in Lany wayse

The lVestern enprossion of fouanlism and nobllity, »s
elscvhere, 1s nelthor sliple nor consistent. Zor some 1t 1s
the basic type In terus of which the expression of foudnlism
should be ox‘_ﬁlained,ao for others 1t is more a historic and
srecific event more or leus confined to the test, “"wvhich will
perhaps necver happon again® .dl The general lestern trené seems
more to agrec with Voltalrce who regarded foudalilsn not os an
event hut as o form; and as such could be idontified in other
reglonal and natlonal contextse uhat is signiiicant is that
the tecrum, in gpite of ihts aubipuity, dild sywbollse a swoeat
step in social classification. The toerm feudalisw actually
caie in popular use lon: aiter the inst tutlon 1t described
had faded out. Jlnce thc conce:t tried to encoupass a vast
and divergent phenoumenon 1t could nevoer Lo derinegoclearw.
Yor Marc Llcoch 1t dates back ©o the 17th century, B whercas
for Joseph . Ltrayer and hushton Coulvori, itzgas an

invention or the scholars oi the 18th century. “lhese
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scholars, looking at certain peculiar institutions, which
had survived to thelr own day, and looking back to the period
vhen these institutions had originated and flourished coined
the word feudalézm to sum up a long series of loosely

related facts'.

AN APIRAISAL AL AXPLICABILITY TO HYDI{ABAD $ =

e e e e R e et St

The foregolin; introduction to some of the modern theories
should help us to nrocced with theo ultimate question as %o
how far thesoc theorles are agplicable to the phenomenon under
study, naiely, tho nobility under the Nlzams. Apparently
there seen to be sore easy nnd siuvle rosenblances between the
nobility under the Nizams and what Mosca, Parcto and Vebllen
ldertify under varyln;; termimolojies. Lor instance, Veblen's
concet of the lelsure class 1s onslly 1dentifiable with the
nobility o Hyderabad. 31:dlar 1s the case with Pareto's
tern of clites. Such agaln is the case with Mosca's ruling
class. Iut theore esre certaln difficultles in extendin,: these
apparent resemblances. Firstly, the theorcticiens referred
to, have token lestern models as the point of departure.

They are, hovecvar, not totally lgnorant oi the orlental forums.
at theldr basic nreoccupation is vwith the estern cultural
history. Ilence, we shoulcd tale carc vhile a plyln; these
astorn theories to a tynlecally oriental form of nobillty
under the Nizaus. secondly, Lost o tie theories reconstruct

the .estern cultural history in terus oi cultural series, say,
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fron feudalisn to cavitalism and later intra-capitalistic
and post-caritalistic developments. Such a linear
rerrescntoatlion of culture 1s difficult to aprly to the
Eost, because in the East one 1s struck morc by cultural
discontimitiecs than contimities. Hence the lestern
theorles based on a varticular view of cultural history
are not totally abplicable to the Rast, wheve relationship

botueen history and culturc is not the samce.

Lot us tn:e the ezanrle of Mosca. Lesides the rost
obvlous dictum thnt there are tuwo classes in cvery soclety,
ono ruling an’ the othor ruled, Mosca is helpful to us as
for ns hls analysis of the reclationship between vork and
aristceracy 1s concerrced. I'or him the decrcasing derree
of —ork reachin: the ultlnate degree of ldleness threatens
end ultinatoly destroys the nobllity. Its anilication to
the nolility of Hyderabad brinzs out certaln very interesting
factse. The Hyderabad nobhility, (Infreo Chapter-III) had
accuired mony a characteristics of the Muhal robllitye Une
of thoelr major functlons vas militarye They had to obey the
call vy the Kin: to lead ov particirate in any military
exnlolt. The ullitoary function sy.ibollses the hiihest
degree of vork ior nobility. One of “he last mnajor vars
in vhilch the Hyderabad nobillly was involved?:‘l.ln 1799. l'rom
this date to 1948 thore scens to be no najor military
occasion in vhich the nobility participated. The Lriltish
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had taken over the responsibility of peace in the region.

The rnobillty was thereafter associated with the following

functions and practicess

(1) Administration and maintenance of their Jagirs
Including both reverme and law and order.

(2) Participation in government by the highest ranks
of nobility at the will and wish of the Nizam.

(3) vratronage of religion, arts, and letters.

(4) Construction of palaces, gardens and sumner
houses.

(5) Indulzence in manting; and other sports.
(6) <¢olicction of antiques and libraziles,

(7) Inwlgence in cxtravangance and lu.ary.

The actlvist »rinclple of participation in military
eXplolts was substituted by a Passive and yet not totally
uncreative participation in developing a peace time culture.
Vhat we now-a-days call the culture of the nobillty, whose
breakdown 1is one of the subjects of the present study, wvas
a croantion of the 19th century, a century of ponce restored
by the Iritish ascedency in the region. Thus secure from
external threats and responsible only for their Jagirs, the
nobility of Hyderabad could have both resources and leisure
to evolve a culture which was, thourh a contimntion of the
Murhal nobility, distinct and even different from 1t.
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VIVPELSHCES DEATVEEN MUGHAL & HYDERABAD NOBILITIBGs-

The dlfferences werc as followuss

(a) Unlike the Mughal n-bility which was never free from
the duty of participating in the military exploits,

the Hyderabad nobdlity was frec from this task for
wore than a century.

(b) Unlike the Mughal nobility which was always having
an unclear and even estranpged relastionship with the
ascenuant british authority anu influence in dastern
India during the last quarter of the celpghtcenth avd
tirst haliy of the nincteenth century, the Hyderabad
nobility barring a few no .lo famllies, vac having a
very good suprort in the vritish powver and culturee.

(¢) Unlike the Murhal nobility which was never free {rom
racicl tenslons (AL han, Turkish and iranian), the
Hyderabad nobility develoved on 1dentity and %he
autonuly of a particulay claos whose internal
relirlous, raclal  and famlly differences verve
subsued ong suirclic consclousness of possessing
a distinet ~nd privileged vosition in the reglon.

00 CONGI ULBNTIAL VALIATIONS Woik « LaloUnlis-

A few Liportant things follow from the couparlson
betwcon the Marhal and the Hyderabad nobility. venerally,
the Hyderabad nobility was a peace cherishing class involved
more in building a culture than conquering territories. So
the relationship between work and aristocracy is of
different sort from what Veblen and Mosca envisaged. The
difference lies in the high vrilority given to culture by
the Hyderabad nobility. For Veblen feudal and aristocratic
class is exempt from ordinary labour and economic activity

possessing conspicuous lelsure and indulging in consiicuous
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consunj:tion. Veblen 1s 1o doubt correct while he concedes

o clcarly nmarked class distinction and class consciousness
to the nobility. Lut as he emphasises exemption from labour
and economic activity and equates it vith leisure and
consumption, he seems to understato the cultural activisn

of the nobility by first, referrin; to 1t as olaborate

ethos and mammers. 1t was this very exem;tlon from work and
econorilc activity that brought out the focus on culture and
on the promise of happiness which was not merely a matter

of extravagance, luxury, and coufort but a vory limportant
component ol the creatlve aspect of the liic of noblllity.

It 1s the l.cstern concept oi work assoclated only with labour
and econoumic activity that makes us ignore another connotation
of work exclusively cultural and cthical. It is in thls new
orientation of work in the framework of the cultural activism
of the nobility of lyderabad that we seek the modificaticn
of Veblent!s concept of leisure classe. Again, Veblen 1s
pushin; the rodern notions further beyond what 1s to be
restricted to a specific industrial situation of the recent
times wherein leisure 1s a product of two concounnitant
processes technolocy ~nd caritalisme Consplcuous lelsure
naturally secks for 1ts own content, and Veblen answers it
in his conceit of 'Conspicuous consubiption'!s. Consplcuous
consunpt lon 1s a tralt ol all doveloped and ca ltalistic

soclotleos today. Thls 1s reflectea in consunptlon of
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commodities, services, information, and recreation produced
at a mass level. This concent of 'consumption' which
appears to be Veblen's chief emphasis, camnot be the only
cultural context of tho feudal lelsure. Therefore, the
'consplcuous consumption' of the nobllity having a different
cultural content cannot be uncritically aiplied to the
Hyderabad nobility. The cultural content of both leisure
and consumption of the Hyderabad nobility is the point of
departure for this critical analysis, and search for
reconceptualising the data in this regarde. The attempt to
identity the cultural content wlll also have l1lts consequences

tor a conceort of work with the moblility.

CULTUL AL oFHREs=

o have already stated that frecdou froix labour and
economic activity and also frowu war shiiftced the emphasis
from the military and the productive and the econoulc sphere
to the cultural sphere, whosc chilei noris were fullness of
life and whose social values vere status and privilege.
that Veblen identifies as mamners should be linked wlth
st~tus and priviloge and what he regards as ethos should
be linked with fullness of life. Thec latter was having 1its
both creative and destructive poles. The destrictlive pole
was symbolised in oxtravepzance, luxury and comiort rescubling
in "idleness" which Mosca tends to identify as a chlef cause
for the breakdown of the nobility. The creative pole was
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sympolised in the patronage of religlon, arts and letters,
construction of palaces and gardens, patronage of sports,
collection of antiques and libraries, and high value placed
on order and symmetry in Interpersonal relations, hierarchy
and expectations. It 1s thils creative pole of the fullness
of 1life or the cultural content of the feudal leisure which
was earller defined in the course of this analysis as
cultural activism. This would lecad us to redefine the

concepts of work and 1dleness.

The crcative anu the destructive [oles of the culbture
content of the nobllity constitute the dialectlcs of feudal
life. It 1s in the ratio of thesc two poles that we should
see the redefinitions of work and idleness. All work for
tho nobility was linked with status and privilcge. Total
abstention from physical work was a mark of the highest
status ut work 1s not always physical. The non-physical
work could be defined in leisure of mental engagement with
three pursuitss recreational, aesthetic and supra-administrative.
It 1s a work which entertains a sharp division between the
mental and the manmal forws of labour anu thereby the
Marxian criticism of feudalisi holds good ior the feudal
socleties, of course, incluulng the Hyderabad exauplee The
nental work thus obtalned an antonomy of 1ts own and 1t 1is
this autonomy of mental work deprived of all physical labour
which led to the destructive pole of ldlencsa. but the ratio
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of work and idleness was not always the same. The ratio
differs from one to another in the course of history of
the Hyderabad nobility.

INVOLVEMENT IN ADMINISTRATIONs-

It was about the later half of the last century that
the nobility under the leadership of Salar Jung I started
getting assoclated with the rcorganised administration of
the Nizan's states One of the principles of the
reorygonisation was the extenslion of the aaministrative
activity for vhich efiicicncy morc than status was required.
The roblllty was, therefore, set to a new task. This was
the first transformation of the nobility into a bureaucratic
lcadership whlch was also shared by persons brought from
outside llyderabad. lie are more concerned here with how the
princlple o: work got transformed by the emergency or the
tureavcratic elite. 7The new ellte consistin;; both of the
local nmobillity and also of persons brought frowm outside were
called upon ior new proficlencies. These proficilencies covered
the new manners and cerouwonious conduct of procceding,
lay in learning, the rules of administration, inhAcquiring
cofficlal and burcamncratic usc o. the Urdu language,
particularly in dilspensing Justice, and in adopting the
rule of law along side the rules of feudal hierarchye.
Thercfore, the destructive pole of 1dlemess was modifled in

favour of the emergonce of the new administrative tasks and
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responsibllities. One should, however, take mote that the
destructive pole of ldleness was also channelled through the
indulgence in sports particularly, hunting. \ie can sgy on
this basls that Mosca's concept of idleness is acceptable
only when we keep in view the ratio of work and idleness in

the foudal order and this ratio is never the same.

Moreover, the opposite of idleness is nmot aivways work
tut also vigilance and this was practised by the nobility both
in their framework of inter-nobility rivalries for power, and
also with rogard to the challenges oi the new bureaucratic
elite that shared power and prestige with the nobles. Lut one
should not ignore the fact that unlike the lcstern nobility
in the eighteenth century, the Hyderabad notility was markedly
indifferent to participation in industry and new caiuital
toruation, and therefore, the liyderabad nobility was not
transformed into the bourgeoisie class until very late in the
soccond quarter of the twenticth century, and this too was a

very slow, halting and hesitant process.

MODIFICATION OF THEORITICAL FORMULATIONS 3~

On the basls or the forogolng analysis the tontative

observations caan briefly bos

(1) Veblen's concept of the lelsure class 1is equally
applicable to Hyderabad nobility.






163

(2) Mosca's concept of idleness as a threatening
princliple is universally applicable including
Hyderabad nobllity.

(3) The cultural content of the feudal leisure in
terms of conspicucus consumption wilthout reference
to the cultural roles, practices and values is
Inag»hplicable to the Hyderabad situation.

(4) 'The cultural content oi the feudal leisure can be
defined in terms of a cultural activisu rosulting

through peace, security and protection, differing
fromn Veblen, in Hyderabad.

(5) HMosca's concept of rciationship between work and
aristocracy is admissible in lyderabad as well
as far as we keer In view the ratlio of work and
idlenesa.

(6) The ratio of work and ldleness 1s never the same;
1t chanies with the varylng relatiorshlip between
nobility, feudal state and new administration and
soclal challenzes, so well e:wressed 1n Hyderabad
case.

(7) 'The shift frow nobility to bourgeoisle is a
cheruered one as far as Hyderabad nobility 1s
concerned.

(8) The obscrvance of double standards of moralilty
as per BLloch may be a-plicable to Hyderabad
noblaes generally, but the confllict between
church and tho séate a3 in the \est, is mot
truly reflected in Hydorabad situat:{on, vhen
influence of Islanm was so evident.

(0)  Agrecing with Dloch, it cal be observed that

the Hyderabad Nobles also played thelr role

a3 the change agents or catalysts of cultural

evolution.

Mare Dloch was keen to observe thot the nobility practised
a doulle morality without witnessing the morality of oppression
and the morality of courtosy. This cbservatlion of Bloch 1is
generally true in the case of Hyderabad but with a very

important qualification. It is asain 1In the Vlestern context
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of the cleavage between the Clurch and the state that

Marc Lloch makes this reference to the double morality.

In Hyderabad under a broad Islamic situation such a

cleavage did not obtaing and moreover the Islaulc
consclousnous of the nobility, though feudal in expression,
was strong emough to make thei: skip over the conflict between
an Amlr and a Muslim. This conflict was never expressed 1in
sharpy teriis ond was submerged under, partlicularly in their
participation in popular cercmonies of religious significance.
The resolutlon of the conflict was also at timoes secular

involving both the Hindus and the Maslins.

The second concejpt of ilarc bloch viilch we shoula tage
up again is hils refcerence to the role of nobllity in tne
evolution of scclcotye. Thereilore 1t is pertlancnt to ask
what rolc did Hyderabad nobillty reorfori. in socilal evolutlon?
Une of the woct consplcuous contritutions of the nobllity
was the creation aid enxichmont ox certalll veliglous and
cultural forms particularly assoclated with vargahs
(the tombs of lmslim salnts) and lioharruwe (he 10vllily 1is
gone but these socilo-rellslous foviis have perslstede. Thesge
forus involved a broadendliyy oi the poiular base oi rellgion
and a hwsanizing oi the poweriul and the domlnant classes
in torms of higher aesthetlc and ethlcal princlples. rhe

relationship between the religious leadership and the
nobility was very close and in fact the foruer was given
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so mich recognition that even after the passing of the
nobility, the relizious authority which rested on feudal
support became amtonomous later and could survive on 1its
owne 3Similarly the Hyderabad nobility was instrumental in
creatin; salutary forms of soclal conduct, norms of
hospitality and customs of marriage, which becaue a part
and parcel of the soclety of Hyderabad. This is only to
show the valldity of llarc Lloch's contention thalt the
nobility, nnd in this case, the lyderabad nobility as well,

was instrumontal 1n Jurtherin; tho evolution of total culture.

POLITICAL LROLL Ol HOBILITYs-

Let us mow finally proceed to e: amine the concejts
relating to the political roles and bases of the nobllity.
Theve are, however, two major issuess (1) the definitlon of
power 1in feucal socicty anda (L) the benaviour of pouer elites
in a feudal order. “These two questions will ultimately lead
us Lo tho question of cilrculation of elites and then we shall
exanine how far Parcto and Xarl llarx are useful in explaining

both 1dentliy and change in the context of tho present theory.

Power in a ftoudal socliety is basically inherent in the
horoditary status whother or the king or oi the feudal nohles.
The hereditary status 1s also the means by vhich all arbitrary
and uncertaln cowpetitions to possess and share pover are in

principle abolishede In other words powor 1s vestricted to a
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particular group or class. The hereditary status agaln is

a Means to preserve pover in one particular class or group,
irrespective of the Individual's worth and competence. The
only qualification to this scheme of power is the contingencles
arising out of external or internal wars in which the fortunes
of the feudal nobility might differ and ihereln the principle
of merit of luck in terms of success in war or 1n internal
conspiracy might unsettle the principle of hereditary status.
The second qualification to the hereditary status and source
of power 1s the very absolute power of the king, who can
withdraw both status and wealth from the nobles. DLut when
there 1s an extornal threat and when thore is a long
supression of internal strife, the hcrealtory status agaln
has the uppor hand and vower 1is iully cquated uith it. r‘he
Mughal ncbility was an interumediate lnstibtution betucen
herodltary status and status galned on tho strength of
individual nerite. The lyderabad nobility in the clightcenth
cerbury vescribles the fughal nobllity in this rcesuect. Lut
froi very early tilues in the ninetieenth century onwards, the
hereditary status becale the sole principle ol powor and
privilege. As there was no challenge to status so there

was no challenge to power. The questlon, however, existed

of more or less power resting with one or another noble
family deiending upox; the relationship with the kinge The
fact that for a conslderable period of time the rrime
Ministershlp of Hyderabad rested with the family of Salar Jung
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showed that even in pure administration of the State the
hereditary principle played no less an important parte.

FUNCTIONs O HYUSKABAD NODILITYge

The Hyderabad nobility drawing its power from hereditary
status oxercised the following functionss
(1) Adainistration of the Jagirs of which they were

intornal lords. Letween them and the people there

was a relationshin of the rulers and the rulede.

(2) Maintenance of armed forces by the Fremier nolles

as a remnant of the old mllitary function of the

nobility. The forces nov served only as ceremonious

expression of the novier.
(3) Associction with the administration of the State

as and wvhen the Nizam wished.

The first and the third were the concrcte exiressions
of aspcchts of the rolitical pover. 'This pouer 1s called
nolitical in the sense that it was one of the forms in
vhich the feudal state functioned. The authority over the
Jagirs was permancnt and therefore the partial polltical
pover vis-a-vis the Jagirs was aluays secure. but thls
political power derived from the authority over the jaglrs
was not sonething which the nobillty was worricd aboute.
Being centred in the clty of Hyderabnd vhere thoy could show
off their status and wealth, She nobility lookcd wore towards
the favours of the Nizam as a source of tiicir sharce in
political power. Thls power was licTo visible, Ltorc an

object of rivalry betuvecen the nobles and Lorec real iIn terms
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of beling directly related to the person of Nizam. so it was
in terms of the association with the administration and

with the royal court that the nobility defined its political
power. The highest Jobs were in the areas of belng ministers
of state and also to be In the Peshl of the Nizam. These
jobs provided frequent contacts with the Nlzam and symbolised
great influence which was different from status. Therefore,
it is from within the general feudal structure of power that
the dlalectics of status and influence functioned« The chlef
conpetitors for influence vere of course drawn from the very
class of nobility, but the factor of influence was the
principle of dynamics of power within that one class.

As the Nizam's otate expanded 1n terws of admlnistrative
spheres of action and acquired modern functions like education,
public health and transport, it could not rely only on the
talents avallable within the class of the nobillity and had
to gather the required persomnel irom outside the ranks of
the nobles elther from Hyderabad or from outside. It was
the beginning of a vory major modlfication of the power and
influence held by the nobillty. Jeveral persons drawn from
Madras, Dombay and U.l’. due tc tholr bettor educatlon and
merits weie not only aspolnted in iuportant povernuent
positions but gailned both access and resultant acceutance
and influence at the Royal Court. Some of themkbecame the
recipients of the nolle titles, of course without any Jagirs.






169

A new power elite was thercby crecateds The basic factor

that led to this new power elite should be seen within the
institution of the Nizam's State itself vhich was overgrowing
its feudal character and was becoming a modern State. The new
power elite was an expression of this transformation in the
body prolitlics of Hyderabad. This process was also assisted

by another important factor. It was a convention that the
Frime lMinlstor of Hyderabad should be appointed in consultation
with the Eritish nesldent. The Eritish resident made his
recomuendations keepling in view first the british interest

ond secondly the power balance in Hyderabad vhich should however
be favourable to the british and the demands of administration
which werc beyond the competence of most of the nobles. After
the 1llustrious example of Yalar Jung I, who, though a high
rank noble himself, was not harpy with the administrative
efficlency of the nobility in general, was lnstrumental in
having persons fron outside, and keeping them in key
positions. After about X years Moharaja Kishen Pershad
followed the same policy and after him no Frime Minlster was
appointed from the ranks of the nobllity. The position of
the new power elite was thus falrly entrenched in Hyderabad

as early as 1930's.

EMERGENICY NEVW POWER ZLITEs-

le can, therefore, conjecture that the feudal power as
associated with herocditary status was structurally transformed






by the transformation of tho Nizam's State into a modern
States This was effected by tho growing mumber and influence
of the new power elite that was drawn from outside thc ranks
of nobility. Therefore, the most lmportant expression of

basic soclal change in Hyderabad should be traced to this
phenomenal development.

THE VERNACULAR SLITEsw
| It was this new poucr elitez,s which bocame leaders of
thought; education and administration. It was they who
foundeu the Osnania Unlversity and staffed it and were
instrunental in crecatin; the {lrst gencration of 1ntclligex§1a

in Hyderabade

The Hyderabad nobillty thus faced the challenge from
three sides, from 1ts own Internal rivalries and influence
with the Nizam, from the new powcr elite, and trom the
intelligentsia. The closea circle of power clrculation of
elites became an o.en areha. Whatever happened in 1940's<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>