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FOREWORD.

This is a short critique written by Mr. P. Lakshmi-
kantham, M. A,, a Fellow of the Telugu Department of the
Oriental Research Institute, during the period 1927-1931, and
now Telugu Lecturer in the Andhra University College of
Arts, Waltair. The discovery of a Drama in Sanskrit called
‘PRADYUMNABHYUDAYAM,” written by Ravivarmabhupa,
suggested to him the idea of dealing critically with the sources
of the Telugu Prabandha, ‘Prabhavatipradyumnam’ and illus-
trating the genius of its author Pingali Stiranarya. The poet
Sliranna is not only a star of the first magnitude in Telugu
Literature, but also a pioneer of novel attempts in the literary
field of his age. The author of ‘Kavitvatatvavicharam’ has
already opened the eyes of the Telugu Public to the greatness
of this poet, by applying modern principles of literary
criticism to his works and by giving a true estimate of his
poetic genius. This bulletin dealing critically, as it does,
with the sources of the plot of Prabhavatipradyumnam, not
only serves to complement the work done by others, but
also helps immensely the student of Telugu Literature in

appreciating the originality and greatness of the poet.

K. RAMAKRISHNIAH, m.a.,
SeENior Lrcrorer N Trrouau,
Oriental Research Institute,
University of Madras, Madras.
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