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PREFAC

WHEN comuencing the study of 1 language, we are na-
turally led to enquire for works popuxar among the natives
themselves, but composed in a style easy enough to be
comprehended without difficulty by a foreigner Such an
enquiry 1n the year 1824 regarding Telugu made me ac-
quainted with the verses collected in the present volume.
Several manuscripts of VFMA, or VEuMaNA, (for both
names are used) were put into my hands, which I perused
and translated in such hours of leisure as my public em-
ployments allowed They proved to be full of errors of
very kind, 1n orthography, metre, and meaning, no two
copies followed the same arrangement, and they varied 1n
extent from two to eight hundred epigrams After
collecting such copies as were to be found at Masulipatam
where I was then stationed, I gradually procured others
frrm Vizagapatam, Nellore, Guntoor, Cuddapah, and
'‘Madras I then caused an index to be drawn up where-
in nine columns exhibited the places at which the verses
appeared 'n as many manuscripts, which I thus was
enabled to collate The number of stanzas [ found
«mounted to about 2,500, a comparison, however, showed
that the total was little more than 2000

It next became necessary to reduce the verses to somr
“egular arrangement Each transcriber had ewvidenf
elected sach as he preferred, and no order was any wh

reserved I at length for-ned the whole into five toler
onsistent divisions—re;igious, moral, satirical, m
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and miscellaneous. The two last of these form more than
halt the work, but are omitted in the present volume
because devoid of interest and utiity The student will
perhaps find the second and third chapters easier than the
first, which may, therefore, be read afterwards

A system of obscure and unprofitable doctrines regard-
ing mysticism 1s much studied among the Telugus, in
such reveries VFMANA has indulged at great length, and
there his meaning s often doubtful Of such verses
I have retaned only a few of the easiest Among the
satirical epigrams I have omitted several wherein railing
was substituted for just remarks, and should perhaps have
excluded yet more, but that [ observed these to be re-
markably popular among the Telugus

A few others are left out as moie propeily belonging tc
the collections known by the names of BiI\SCARA ana
SUMATI, while some were rejected as being niddles attri-
buted not to Vemana but an epigrammatist named TIRU-
MALESA.

A muscellaneous collection of unconnected verses like
the present, 1s generally denominated a satacam, which
answers to the Garlands or Centuries composed by English
poets 1n old days, being a series of verses which are simi-
lar in metre, subject, and chorus. These are generally
numbered 1n seperate hundreds, but it appeared un-
necessary to retamn either that arrangement, or that title,

- the present volume, which more nearly resembles the
ithologies collected in Gieek and Latin literature.

At 1s not easy to ascertain any thing regarding th

ry of Vemana, which 1s thk personal name of th
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author, and sometimes occurs, though rarely, among the
Telugus of the present day. His family name he never
discloses, and I hence imagine him to have been a Zangam
the sect of Sudras known by this name are seceders from
the common relzgron , they worship Siva alone, and, on
embracing the Zangam sect, they give up their family ap-
pellation, and are then usually called by the name of the
sect alone  Their creed also corresponds with that taught
by Vemana, and this 1s the only one not satirized by
him,

Of his birth-place and circumstances very shght tradi-
tions have been preserved He was by birth a capu or
farmer. Some assert that he belonged to the family of
Ana Vema Reddi, a chief in the candanul (or Curnool)
country , and the brother of the poet 1s said to have com-
manded the fort of Gandicota Some believe him to have
been a native of Crishtipad 1n Candanul others, of Ina-
conda in Guntoor and I have also heard it said that he
was born at Chitwel in  Cuddappah district, but I
have had opportunities of inquiring at all these places and
have, after all, gamed no information whatever Yet his
dialect 1n a few passages renders it probable that Vemana
was a native of the south-western parts of Telingana,
where these towns are situated and 1t 1s believed that he
lived about the beginning of the seventeenth century of
our era '

This author 1s in Telugu literature what Lucian 1s 1n
‘Greek—a familiar wnter, useful to a beginner, thoug'
neither poetical nor classical ~ Very different indeed fre
the numerous refined compositions that adorn (he
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guage, yet far more profitable to those who do not as yet
attempt higher branches of reading The terse and con-
densed style used 1n the proverbs and maxims of all lan-
guages cannot be expected to exemplify evety form of the
verb or every intricacy of syntax For these the reader
must resort to compositions more pohshed and more
deversified.

NOTE.

Most of the verses 1n this author are, lihke the first
twenty, composed 1n the Atavelad: metre, and have one
uniform chorus,

Viswad abhi rama vinara Vema,

the first syllable ot which, (9 ) placed at the end of such
verses denotes the repetition. For “Viswad abhi” some
copies have viswat abhi,” and others “yiswat obhi™ The
mmport of the chorus 1s obscure, but the sense of each
verse 1s complete without 1t Some believe that the
“Vema"” so addressed was the elder brother of the
moralist.

The notes and the indexes will, I hope, furmsh every
mmformation required by the reader.
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Most of the manuscripts of this author commence with
one of the following verses, which bhelong rather to the
mystic chapter
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To the auspicious Bards, to the Nine Poets; to the
Siva creed, to his Essence, to the boon-granting gem, to

those who attend in the presense of Siva, to the God
himsell, and to thy tcacher— pray for aid, O Vema'

Whoever shall study the verses composed by the

propitious Vemana, that man shall attain to That Object
which 1s 10 its nature indescribable
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THE VERSES OF VEMANA

TRANSLATION
BOOK 1

1. The Yogi named Vemana hath shone for
world , bow to him, ye men of virtue! while ye reverence
him he will bestow on you sustenance and perfection
Listen, O Vema, dear to the Lord of all!

2. Whenl cry “ Speak, O God,” why speakest thou

not? O speak to me, and powerfully ' Speak, O father
surely I shall recognize thy voice '
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3. Observances void of purnity of heart ! to what end
are they ’ to what end 1s the preparation of food without
cleansing the vessel ? void of purity of mind, to what end
1s the worship ot God?

4  One real and good sapphire 1s enough, why collect
a basketful of ghttering, sparkling stones? consider then,
1s not one verse, if worth reading, sufficient ?

5. While he looks to thee, O God, he forgets thee
How shall a man learn to know himself and thee?
6. Who s the joyful man? whois the unhappy #

f thou seek to know this, this 1s as evident as the sun
ining down 1nto a vessel of water.
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7 Evenasalamp shines 1 a glass vase, thus
shineth wisdom dwelling 1n the bodies of men of
urderstanding

8 A false teacher restrains us in all our acts The
middling, ordinary teacher makes a multitude of senseless
spells  But the good one combines the whole power ot
excellence

9  Profitless are those men who will bestow neither
meat nor drink what though they be born in the world -
what though they die ? are not the white ants of the hillock
also born ? and do they not die also ?

10 TIs not the dying of all those we bring forth ap
of those who bring us forth, an evidence to us? Sh
our hife be to us as the eternmty of God?
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11  Whatever he may read who 1s devoid of under-
standing, his virtue continues only solong as he 1s

reading , even as a frog 25 dignifired only so long as itis
seated on a lotus leaf

12 Atthe sight of women the cupidinous man quits
his meal, being stricken with the pan of deszre , even as

the grasshopper delights 1n viewing the fire #at will
destory t.

13  Grass he created for cattle wind as food for the

serpent and earth for the earth-worm, forgetting none

behold how he hath prepared food for all the inhabitants
of the globe'

14 No man’s disposition will alter, say what we
ay, neither can a dog’s taill be made straight the

{ tabborn woman will even put her husband n a basket
i sell him.
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15 The root-worm destroys the tree, the sap-worm
destroys the herb , and the backbiter ruins every good
quality.

16 Salt and camphor are of one semblance, but if
you examine and try the flavors, their tastes are diverse
thus do the excellent dilfer from: other men

17. Before the spint depart give vital medicines and
stay the soul in Iife, but when the soul hath departed, to
why 'nd are reviving remedaes ?

18. Truth and falsehood the Great Spirit alone knows
water alone truly knows the declivity and the nsin
ground and the mother alone knows the generation
her son and who s lus father.
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19. Though the limbs all wither, the teeth drop out,
and the body tremble greatly with decrepitude , though
they be infirm with age, cupidity will never leave man

20 If they see women, view wealth, or taste
delicious sweets, will not desires be produced in all, even
the best of men ?

21. In anunsuitable place never let us hold ourselves
superior To belowis no humiliation Small 1s the
image of a hill 1n a mirror

22 If thine own mind contain duplicity, others will,

te thyself, use craft towards thee but if dissimulation
:ave thy heart, none in the world will be deceitful toward
1€e.
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23 Though a foe worthy of death fall into thy hand,
alflict him not Concihate him by goodness and bid him
depart  This 1s death to him !

24 Itis fit to perform no act tardily , 1f thou hurry 1t,
it will itself become evil  If thou take and cast down a
raw irwmt, will 1t ripen ?

25. In the waters a ship will float aud swim smoothly
but 1t out, 1t cannot crawl even a cubit Thus where he
1s not at home, the skilful 1s of no avail

26. A crocodile while swimming in water will seize

and destroy an elephant , but out of the stream 1t 1s discom-
fited even by a dog  Its might #en 1s local, not individual.
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27 If there be 1n a tribe one of excellence, the tribe
becomes illustrious by reason of his virtues, as the grove
1s distinguished for the sandal tree therein.

28 A pig will bring forth young at five or ten at a
time an elephant produces but one. Is not then one man
truly excellent, enough ?

29. Anyone cannstructa man of understanding,
but 1t 1s not in the power of others to teach the vile Is 1t
possible for any one to straighten the bend of a river ?

30. The light man will always talk big, but the ex-

cellent speaks coolly. Consider, will gold ring like bell
metal ?
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31 The vile countenances (or applauds)the wvile,
and agreeably to this does the hard miser laud the mind
of the fools the swine delights 1n mud, will 1t take
pleasure 1n rose water?

32. The Ganges tflows with a tranquil course, but a
foul strean: rushes with a roar  Thus the base can never
be mild as the noble.

33 If you have given your money* to an evil man
to follow him about 1s all folly If a cat has seized a fowl
will 1t answer to your call ?

34. It a corpse leave a miser’s house when he has
given the money for the shroud and bier, ‘“alas for the
fees ' cries he, sobbing and sobbing as he weeps '

* Luterally, pence and farthings
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33 Coveting the gamns of the hard miser the poor
man follows him and bends /Junbly this attachment 1s
like that of the fox to the ram.

36  Would you hill a miser no poison 1n the world
15 requisite there 1s another mode , ash him for a penny,
and he will mstantly fall down dead.

37. All therr words are a lie, thetr whole heart 1s set
on fraud To what end then 1s the soul any longer? of

what good 15 life ? If #y word be truth, this 1s a hundred
additional years of life

38 Inthe day of wealth a man 1s pufted up, and
cannot see others, when in poverty, he has nothing left to

bestow Isthere any season free from #he lls botle of
niches and those of poverty ?
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39 Seeing he cannot see, he will not open that mouth
of .25 Hearing heareth not, through arrogance. Such s
the disorder  of the man of wealth!

40 To what end i1s an authority that can neither
decide nor determine? of what use 1s a genius who neither
can join nor loose? What good 1s there in z2¢ empty
bragging of those who give neither meat nor drink?

41 He who neither eats for himself, nor will let his
friends approach, the wvicious brute, 1s like to a /lfeless
1mage (scarecrow) made and set up in a field

42 1If a sinner in his former birth performed no virtue,
all his longing for wealth 1s like seeking to reap when you
have forgotton to sow

* Sannipat, nearly answering to cackexue, 1s a term applied to many
diseases ansing from no definite ciwuse and admitting no specific remedy
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43 A lamp, 7/ supplied with oil, flames meetly a
light devoid of o1l expires  Zlus when the body ceases
1o l1ve our thoughts perish with 1t

44. He that, relying on the prince, ruins the land, the
sorrows of the people shall reach him, and at last he shall
fall How long shall the bounding ball retain 1its elevation.

45 What 1s called sin does not peitain to any
peculiar place, 1t1s attached to (or mingled with) our own
acts It s better, then, to keep one’s eyes open, than to
be a laborous performer of merttorsons works.,

46  Practising the humility of a fox, and talking obse-
quiously, he heaps up all his wealth, and does not use 1t
s#hne1s rice sprinkled at the mouth of a bandicoot trap.
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47 When he departs tkzs /life his riches follows him
mot, neither when he returns 2z another transmigration ,
when he again dies he carries not his wealth with him.
where does he go and where does his wealth go”

48 Naked was he born and naked does he depart.
He that 1s in the body wanders the earth as though naked :
Long as he live he cannot become a doer ot good

49 Why make projects, saymng, I will go to Casi
(Benares) ! why long after the noble /oly springs? How
shall that Benares (heaven) be attained by the evil doer ?

50. Though iron break twice or thrice, the smth
knows how to heat and weld it If the spint break whp
shall restore 1t ?
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51. He who keeps himself afar from another’s wife,
who desireth not another’s wealth, but 1s benevolent, and
though others be enraged, 1s not worth , and who lives in
the esteem of others, 1s the wise Man

52. Listen to the scriptures, that declare ignorance to
he the servile (Sudra) state, and wisdom to be (Brammship)
the priestly rank Behold Valmiki the bard (who was
once a highwayman) when his ignorance ceased, attained
the Braminical rank.

53 Like as the fish 1n the waters, through desire of
the delicious bait, 1s fixed on the hook and perishes so a
man if seized with desire 1s also ruined.
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54 Whose 1s the body that we should continually
nourish 1t? whose 1s the soul that we should be devout to
save 1t? whose 1s our wealth? virtue alone 1s ours'

55 He may ejaculate Nara' (Arjuna) or Namasiva !
(a name ot the deity), and we may, in seemng him, say,
Good ' Admirable ! and laud %z, but he 1s in no hurry
to open his puise and bestow a tarthing

56 If you behold the fig (ficus glomerata)tis like
pure gold , if you open 1ts belly and look 1, 1tis all
worms Such 1s the ostentation of a reserved man.

57 By the groaning of a buffalo hide bellows (in the
world)* the five metals are calcined when good men
grieve, will not a gieat tflame arise 20 Leaven ?

* The words O»®, FL“' §y S~y or T, are often used 1n
this author to fill up the metre So also the words %3, DIT™, BB §-
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38 If the medicine 1s taken the wound will be
cured. There 15 also a medicine which, 1t thou give 1t to
her, a woman will love thee there 1s a medicine by which
disease 1s cured if thou take a certain medicine, 1t causes
fatness

59. When he beholds a turban on the head, a well
fitting coat, a fair belly and rings in the ears, the beggar
approaches him, httle supposing what a mere brute #e
mser really 1s

60 He who being given up to the pleasures of

women, cannot exercise firmness of mind, venly shall be
ned. Like as a tree on the niver bank is ever unstable.
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61 If thou wilt work for hire, and slave, and gain,
and give 1t to thy wife, she hnows to applaud thee but a
thousand fold will she revile her husband if he falls into
poverty

62 He that 1s given up to  his senses 15 the lowest
He that 1s delivered up to his lusts shall through devotion
become medial He 1s the best who hath conquered his
lusts He who hath subdued his passions and comman-
deth himself 1s (hear me) the mighty lord !

63 His own disposition remawning wnaltered in him,
he concerns himself to weigh in his mind the temper of
another! He who, himself yet ignorant of his own nature,
laments only for his neighbour, 1s a fallen creature, O,
Vema'
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64 Whether he be a fool or a fop, be he a patient
or a pre eminent ascetic, instantly on beholding women
1s the heart of a man delighted

65 It the place where you are is troubled, you
should pass to a more comfortable land  If the pond dry,
will the cranes remain in 1t ? (An allusion to a fable 1n the
Hitopadesa )

66 Were the earth void of the excellently
virtuous, how should the world stand nor be burnt with
fire? They are notso very frequent butonly here and
there.

67. A good work performed with a pure heart,
though small, 1s not tnfling How large 1s the seed of
the banyan and the mustard tree |
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68 Utterly does the Deity destory the wicked.
God does not interpose 1f evil befall him \Vill the
hing be pleased at seeing a barren field >

69 When his passions are redoubled, a man 1s seized
with madness and roams the earth Cupidity makes a
man as restless as a dog

70 How should fortune dwell in the houses of those
who perpetually tell lies? It 1s hke drawing water ina
leaky vessel

71  The house of a virtuous voung woman 1s orderly,
she 15 like as a light shining 1n a dark room The house
i which a first wedded wife dwells 1s like as the place of
divine worship
T * The rhyme i this line 15 evidently _ﬁ;gw Possiblv_the author
wrote

Py Pobosn b TSy FcSowos.

Yet many similar blemrshes in the present volume must be attributed
to the author himself
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72 He that leaves his wife at home and roams after
incontinent women 1n the world 1s a madman It 1s like
leaving thus fruitful field to go and gather mere gleanings.

73 The thoughts of kings are perpetually on the
battleheld Eminent saints are constantly thinking on the
Most High. But light men are always thinking on women
alone

74. The son who hath no regard for mother and
father, what matter though he be born, what though he
penish? Do not the white-ants 1n a hillock come forth and
perish as well as ke?

75 A medicine may always be found somewhere in
the world to heal wounds received i1n front But hath
any remedy been found to heal #ke wounds of slanderous
words ?
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76 He who knows the truth knows the Divinity, and
this will enable him to slay all his lusts Will he who
has swallowed a delicious plantain swallow bitter venom ?

77 When a bubble stands on water, a rapid rush in
passing destroys 1t Alas ! what atfection men feel for the
frail earthen vessel of the body

78 Like as all those who comprehend the science of
alchymv by reason of that skill sutfer no nzore sorrows, so
when thou hast learnt the truth thou shalt no more grieve.

79 If thou knowest the nature of lfe, and that u
consists in the temporary unton of soul and body, never
shall thy mind perish 2z delusion If thou knowest the
Deity, wisdom shall shine wzthin thee , after the hght F-thy
ansen darkness shall no more reman



22 B[S mgme». o.

6% VS HiHwo’ ) Ko TP

BRI 00 z,sjas’ S 3y s

S8R PToX 00N S DXe Fork. D 0O
0T DD s 3 2007\“‘693_’ LSS

¥ pSoe a”‘ga KoR=? 6

DT YoH T FTADT &M, 30 & D 5O
Ko HABR’ D §” 84 MARCER-

e — B0 TTcSHAH

Ko 38 3% K% oRHESoe! D, o9
A WFg ~ U B 25D

FSsn D5 BY LEEREN

30 8570 7 & BY 50d%C Spo08 D o3

80. Through strong desire do men wander all the
days of their life, unable to rid themselves of delusion,
like to flies that settle on a vessel defiled w2tk wine.

81. Asron by touching the Philosopher’s stone be-
comes gold, like as camphor unites with the lamp, and
both become fire , or like as the odor 1n a flower 1s united
therewith, such 1s absorption #¢ conszsts un the uniting of
our soul wath the Devinty

82 Though a vessel be broken, a new one 1s easzly
procured Is it then marvellous that after a man’s death
he should acquire a new body ?

83 After much meditation and external worship
wicked men, who cease not from hypocrisy, are unable
to attain beatitude, and sink into darkness.

Several manuscripts read TW,BS Taafna.
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84 In the world above, after jnishine s holy
course, the perfected saitat shall 1n reality behold the
Great Spint, devoid of all form and say, This1s He!

85 If thou be endued with truth, thou shalt attain
wisdom , by gamning wisdom, thou shalt attain the truth
He 1s the regenerate who possesseth wisfom and truth 1n
an equal degree

36  Meditation 1s of superior merit to the bestowing
of gilts, as understanding 1s superior to meditation, and to
cut off our lusts 1s superior even to understanding

87 If thou use the words of hypocrisy, how shalt
Rou attain beatitude ? thy vain babbling shall never pass

Jood thisis no dignified undertaking, but onlya

tless inclination

T BRI for ?F‘Sﬁ&’; a Tadbhva form —l‘ &% for U¥.
I %8 for 5
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88 Like to the flame of a lamp tiat s placed out of
the wind—like to the ocean free from defiling whirlpools—
1s the unagitated soul when free from change. This 1s
named beatitude §

89 As metals unite with flame, and a spike with
wood, and figures with the walls on whel they are
pawmted, so are the body and hving soul united.

90 Know that sin 1s always the cause of drooping
the head , that all true good originates 1n the spint, but to
comprehend this requires much firmness

91 By talking and conversing affection 1ncreases
as you continue to eat even the butter Nimba leaf, 1t be-
comes sweet , so by practice may we succeed 1inay art
whatever

S,
§ Release, freedom, perfection, or salvation, absorptiq , the Deity
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92 Large 1s the eye-ball; minute 1s the pupil, jyes 1n
the pupil alone e vists the <ource of vzszon such are the
mediums through which we view the Deity

93 As the bee knows the direction of the hive , and
as the humble bee seeks where the sweetest sap 1s found
so does a devoted spirit seek after the perfected saint.

94. Though we roam the wilds, sanctizy 1s not n
them , nor 1s 1t 1n the shy, nor on earth in the contluence
of holy streams Make thy body pure and thou shalt
behold the king

95 The devout man who longs for a heart pure as
camphor, shall himselt shine as the flame of the lamp of
wisdom. By the gradual progress of his soul shall he
attain his desire.

3
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96. What thou sayest, O God, I will say! where thou
dwellest I will remain enwrapt my thoughts shall be like
to thine , an.d when thou smilest I will also smile.

97 Water becomes saltpetre, and saltpetre turns into
water , nitrous water 1s converted into mitre so strong 1s
the attraction between a salt and a fluid

98 If, while on earth, he attain not the enjoyment
of God, never shall the aspirant be freed from doubt Can
a house be luminous devoid of a candle?

99 Why should the fool, who 1s still agitated by his

lusts, seek after God ! Forsake your passions, and ye
shall see him.

* In the present volume I have excluded the letter ® for reasons given

in ““ Telgugu Prosody Explained " Thus Bg 1s printed B(8e We may

be sure that Vemana never used the letter &
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100. If one have drunk his belly full of nectar, how
should his mind run upon milk? When we know the
dune essence, to what end are other beings ?*

101 The best of the excellent on earth 1s he who
knoweth the truth, he who displays his own greatness 1s
in the muddle state , and he who wears a relegrons garb to
nourish his belly 15 the lowest of all

102 O' ye who, ignorant of the God who dwells 1n
the heart, bow down to all stones, ye mere animals ! what
1s there in a stone superzor to what 1s 1n a hiving body !

103 A single spoonful of milk from a good cow 1s
enough , of what use 1s a pailful of ass’s millk? a single
handful of food given with faith (zeal or atfection) 1s
enough

* Sec note pn verse I
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104 If you painfully dig a well m a rock decoud of a
sprang, you will sutfer great wearmess, but not gain your
desire but a pit dug n low ground will support a tribe

103 Like a cuckoo livesin a crow’s nest, like the
worms live that ate hidden by a wasp, ™ 15 he who honots
a teacher e shall himself become a master

106 Speech may be coirected so as 20 be without
rregularity , a stone may be carved into 1 fine form, but
the mind can never be altered, no, not 1n the best of men.

107 Though the principles wn wowle beattude orzginates
exist in our  oiwn heart, all men who are unable to know
their hearts, and to restrain their minds, vamish w2 deat/t

* |

18 magined 1n Indiu tht the Cuterpillers pliced by 4 wasp 1 1ts
nest themselves turn mto wasps
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108. They cannot learn that the heart 1s #e source of
perefction , they are entangled in their lusts and pensh ,
he who 15 converted into pure mind 1s the saint who knows
the great secret

109 Nowhere do we see one who knows his own
heart, he who knows his heart 1s rarely found If he
search, he shall with joy find Thee, O ¢od, even in the body

110 The mind cannot see God as long as 1t 1s 1n this
life but convert thy body into a temple, and restrain
thyself give up all worldly thoughts, and see him with
thy internal eye

111 By looking to Thee 1s wisdom * perfected , by
looking to ourselves we fali into delusion , when we know
Thee we shall know ourselves

*The word fatwam 1s extremely indetinite, and 1s translited in vartous
modes, as the import of the passage requires, it may he often rendered
‘“ That which 15 " (the highest of blessings or wisdom), the obscure “ I'o
ev’’ of Socrates, “ The truth,” or true good in general Llsewhere 1t 1s
equivalent to Nature or to Essence See verse 100,
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112,  [n'the dissolution, at death, of the five corporeal
elements air returns to air, ether to ether, earth to earth,
flame to flame, and water to water , ius does the sprrit
attain purnty.

113 By searching and seeking, he who knoweth the
scripture * 1s found he seeketh the man who seeketh him;
alas ! are there any who are wise and seek him?

114 If we love him, he will love us, if we love not
bim, never will he love us all our display, all our
hypocrisy, will be of no avail [in the world]

* Cod, the Supreme Teacher
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115 Without personal experience, the mere savor of
the scripture wil) not remove the fears of the aspirant , * as
darkness 1s never dispelled by a mere pamted flame

116 By gentleness 1s every object pleasantly obtained
truth shall become victorious our vow shall be accom-
plished How great were the difficulties overcome by #ze
gentle Dharma-Raz ! T

117 When the sons of earth see the holy saint I they
revile him, but cannot understand him. Can the hand
discern ambrosia from other tastes ?

* The three terms 5idhaca, Sadhana, and Sadhy um 1n Indian philosophy
signify the agent, the mnstrument, and the object of iny act, as mind-
deliberation, and execution, or the thinker, his hand, and the work pro-
duced The relative senses of the three words (with their numerous
dern atives) may be recollected by the following hexameter

‘ﬂi\dhaba, Sadhany, Sadhyam, kgo, calamusque, iberque Or we might
read,

Sadhaca, Sadhana, Sadhyam, Scriptor, penna, libellus

+ An allusion to a tale in the Maha Bharata

1 Lit The Lord of consummate devotion
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118 However often he be re-born in the human
form, stupidly does he meditate on sin alone like a lame
dog who 1n 1magination eats flesh

119 When one has learnt to speak prudently, why
should we think of his youth or age? May nota lamp
burn bright though held 1n the hand of an infant ?

120 The water at first poured on the seed affects i,
reaching the root, soon 1t raises a sprout, the shoot grows.
1 the soil, and the tree comes to light.

* Jor '@goaaa form of the verbal noun which belongs to the C’p‘ﬁ’so

or colloquial ¢ alect,we nnghtcul)stltute(())‘;gUS )as 1 more poetic 11[_7""°Q§
from, 1t won/d not, however, be expedicnt to alter the text whereser the
metre, the grammar, or the style may have been left umperfect by the
author Verse 122 contains two errors in elision, which, indeed, might

be remedied by reading ¥~8Bw’s ) 800K, and T@gm'31r06'&;

bur cnitical exactitude 1s not to he expected in an author who disrega rded
elegancy of style
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121. Ifin the time of her husband’'s hite a woman
labours, she shall enjoy comfort in the time of her sons,
ally however great, participate 1n wealtn and poverty The
strength of strong sons 1s the greatest of all

122 The six flavors * are diverse, but taste 1s one ;
various are the creeds regarding truth, but truth 1s one
and saints differ among themselves, while he on whom
they meditate 1s one

123.  If thou look 2 God through the apponted means,
there 1s a certain method of astaining to hume 1f thou look
steadily to him, 1t shall become straight , but 1if thou look
to him as a fool, all his light shall depart

124, Cease not from friendship with the good till we
understand our faz//er nature, we have no faith, how shall
a sinner attamn firmness in faith ?

* Viz salt, acid, sour, sweet, bitter, astringent, uppu, pulnsu, caram,
2pe chedu, ogarn
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125 With such eyes as these how can we view the
Derty ? the eyes that see him are different, the wvision 1s
diverse  Must not we look to him with an internal eye ?

126 He who hates all these evil periods of life that
are ourthensome as a beam, and who cuts off all his
passions, who knows ke true value of his feelings, he
(go to) 1s become endued with the divine spint *

127. If 1t 1s said ““ Eat earth "t ye flame with rage ,
why do ye forget the good ye derive from the soil? The
benefits of water pervade the world withont acknowledgment

* The versific ition, i this author (as here exemplified) 1s sometimes
prosalc , the thought obscure, and the mode of argument inconclusive
sorhe of these defects evidently originate 1n the 1gnorance of transcribers
with¥others, the author must himself be charged The elision (sandhi) 1n

the first line (see note on verse 118) being omitted &0 52—8’3“’ might be
adopted as a more grammatical form
+ A common curse, a pun 1s here intended S0TH 1s gramyam for

W&, Sae note on verse 118
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128, Where does life reside ¢ where does tkought
dwell # what place 1s their habitation? why can ye not
percewve the evident * abode of these two prenczples.

129 He heaps up wealth, and gives none 1n chanty
he consumes it not himself, but hides it ! Will not the bee
that stores up honey yield 1t &y force to the traveller ?

130. The wealth of liberal men shall always increase ,
poverty shall never befall them, when that { well has
poured forth its waters, agawn shall they be plentifully
produced

*The verb 83 5 here only a a"d@-ga‘v being 1inserted merely
to fill the metre 1t usually signifies fo be manufest, to appear, and hence
20 be, to exest NE alvo 15 gramyam for =¥ )&« The elision 15 here
neglected which ought to take placein the second line, vz, TRYTO D
L -

* The author perhaps wrote 8% I but the uniformity requisite in
the prasa svllable demands thus alteration in spelling
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131  Water mingled with milk bears the appearance
of milk , and thus becomes acceptable 1n sacred rites thus,
by intercourse with the pure and excellent shall even the
joolish attain perfection.™

132. The nch man who takes the destitute by the
hand and rescues him, shall ultimately, 1n the presence of
the glorious Siva, T shall unceasingly dwell 1n kappiness

*® See note on verse 88 \

+ The term Swa 1« generlly used 1 ‘lus author for God, but in several
passages he derides the personages of the Hindu triad, and evidently be-
lieved 1 one God alone lhereisa &W%OQQJ in the third line, also 1n

verse 134 The reader will perceive fuch flaws as he proceeds withou
their being pointed out
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133  They will strike a man on the face, * and de-
vour his substance , they 1n turn shall be smitten on the
mouth by e goddess ot death as fishes, preying on the
fishy tribe, are destroed by man 2 just retribution

134 He who has lost tus eyes, and he who has lost

his legs, unite 70 atd one another, so the beggar umtes
with the poor man

135 A stone ball may he broken, the very hills may
be reduced to dust, hat the heart of the cruel man can be
melted by nothing'

* Thatas deprive hm of hus nights, the word ocar e here implies gener 1.
Iity , indehmitely, one or wnother 333 1S written for 6)3535 This verse

appears to be trinsluted from the following, i the N ushadham  (Viyogi-
ni metre )

®e :63’.(70-8 T xE K)a?\)CSLrX)& D=8 QTE
OIHSGBNTE TN TTE SN EIOS g )T e Fo.
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136 He who, free from fault, and full of love, be-
lieveth on Thee and with all austerity worshippeth Thee;
he shall certainly attain release (mucti see v 83, n)

137 When he s well grounded in the truth (fazwa),
he searcheth it 1n every place, and, united with holiness,
shall be transformed intn 1t, all his vazz thoughts shall be
done away, and he (go to) shall be perfect.”

138, Talking 1s one thing, and the temper of the
mind 1s another , the qualities of the body znd one way,
and our intention another' How shall we attain salvation|
and what path 1s this we are pursuing?

* The word Zatwam (see note on verse I[[W) 1s here used 1n three senses
translated by zruth, holmess, and perfection BB 2 written Jor
2 5,

)
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139  As the beauty of a woman and her lovely bloom,
if devoid of grace 1n her husband’s eyes, are all unpro-
fitable , so, devoid of Thy grace, all our shill 1s fruitless !

140 In proportionto a man’s difficulties are tus
wicked devices , by suck thoughts the mind 1s much
weakened , if devoid of anxiety, he possesses an 1mpen-
shable treasure

141. However many days he lives, however long he
1s learning, and however he 1s distinguished, 1n a few days
he dies, and 1s turned to earth, with all his skull.

142  As wealth increases, inclinations increase, with
our inclinations our evil nature fails not to be aggravated -
when wealth ceases, our lusts leave us and with those lusts
are our bad dispositions diminished

* W) M for WRW o preserve the metre
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143 Whoever speaks, hear him, while listening be
not wroth, but examine 1t well with discrimination * if, by
listening and viewing, he discovers the truth, (go to) a man
shall become excellent i1n wisdom

144 Him, the hidden spirit, who created this well-
contrived mystic dance, and delignts in these recondite
studies, T worship that inscrutable spirit, and rejoice 1n
bim, O Vema !

145 Like as when the sun shines ¢/early, and dark-
ness hides itselt , ¥ and as when «/eas water fills a vase, so
Jully and clearly let us comprehend the essence of the

supieme spirit

— T
* The sense would pper to require LB 2 87 g1y metre admitted

wnsted of zevarunpue, but the \crse appears in only one of my mnurscuipts
The T1st linc wAs written thus S0M2e SR, yc , which gives no clear

meaning =
ad BBl Dy
+ Perhps we should read 335079 for WPy

1 See the Vasu Charitia, book 4 verse 6
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146  If there be one dry tree in a forest, it wall pro-
duce flame &y friction and sweep away all the rest  thus if

a base wretch* be born in a noble race, he will destroy
1t all

147  The teacher ¥ who 1s unable to show the path of
holiness to his disciples, and plunges them mn an ewil

creed, his wisdom 1s like that of a bullock entangled in a
field of maize %

148 The wicked wretch § considers the wealth 1n his
house as his own for ever, and hides 1t 1n the earth, yet he
cannot carry a caurz or a farthing with him when he dues.

* [at « Chandala, which answers to “Aeathen,” and 15 generally ap-
plied to outcasts

+ Guruy, a teacher, doctor, or precepter m religion
1 Al<o culled cbolum the stik of which 1s sometimes ten feet lugh
§ &9 literally, an amwmal or brute, « common expression of Vemana

in such pages
4
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149 God regards not * our country or our garb;
he dwells 1n the soul, intimately entwined therewith, az
assumed garb T 1s merely worn for the sake of the belly.

150. Ifyoulook ata grain of pepper, 1t 1s externally
black , if you bite it, you perceive I that internally it1s
pungent Thus znperceptrble 1s the worth of the excellent.

151. How can the conduct—so different from his
own §—of the hermit who abides in the mountains and
wilds be comprehended by him who dwells 1n the pit of
secularity ? will the natural man follow after him whose
practice 1s godlike ?

* B BHowy would appear erroneous ' but the correct reading 1s not
easily conjectured

4 As that worn by hermits and religious beggars In this lime H3 15
wrnitten for & to preserve the prasa-yat: thyme

I To see cucu 1s applied to the perception of all the senses
§ Lit of diverse conduct
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152. Look closely at musk, its hue wdeed 1s dark,
‘but 1ts fragrance perfumes @/l things. Thus /uzdden are the
virtues of men of weight.

. 153 Theft and whoredom are alike 1n the world , the
adultress 1s full of apprehension like the thuef, who dares
not view the beauty of moonlight.

154 Without a teacher learning cannot be accurately
gamned , as without a ruler the earth 1s not nourished:
without teacher and learning how can one become distin-
guished among the twice-born ?*

* Dwya , gener\ly translated, @ Bram n, because supposed to be
regencrated by the nte of wearing the scared threal Vema uses this
word 1n a more extensive sense
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155. The man who longs after trifing comforts
suffers the grief of many sorrows, 1t1s out of his power
to attain the highest of bliss, and lhive for ever

156 Sinful creatures are all subject to time, they are
mtoxicated by the lusts they delightin, ah! what kind of
heart 1s the heart of a drunken man?

157 Vain desire suffers not to attain our end , 1t only
plunges us mn troubles, and drags us along, it prevents
faith from being born 1n men

158. If you mingle an acid with milk, 1t will separate,
cracking 1nto pieces, thus does the divine influencet
dmde the understandmg heart

* Lor é@w&;@ as 1t standsin the M S
+ ¥ %R merely ﬁlls the verses
{ Tatwam See on verses 111 and 137
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139. If the body be well, the real nature of pur course
1s clearly seen, but when the body falls into weakness,
we cannot perceiwve the truth of our state.

160, If a mighty prince takes a light man by the hand,
his word will pass current in the world , if merchants own
them, are not even shells accepted for money ?

161, By practising what was right, | did Dharma Raz
and other wariiors maintain their spotless heroism.t
Righteousness 1s to all rulers the means of attaming salva-
tion §

* Ernor 1n Sandhi <ee on 132

+ Dharmam that which ts pecuharly 7242, due, or befitting, as an
mmperative duty righteousness, duty, 1d quod fes It 15 thus distin-
guished from punyam, which implies 7er¢¢ wquired by the action

I Prawdh: maturity, well-giounded confidence, or just pretensions

§ More literally  the ground or basis of attainment mysuc writers,
of whom Veman 1s one, use this word (taraca) for the attainment or
enjoyment of the deity after absorption "
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162 He will not move his hands to bestow gifts, he

collects much wealth, and buries it , ultimately he shall pay
penalty , the man shall be ruined root and b1anch.

163. For this body, devoid of perpetuity, they bear

perpetual pain, but never will they take any pamns to
attain the abode of eternal bliss,

164 Hear! if with the admirable axe discrimination,

thou cut down the forest of ignorance, holding 1n thy hand
the great lamp #hat s called understanding, then shalt thou
see T perfection

* The words bracketed merely fill up the measure
+ Or, attain  On muctt v n v 88,
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165 Where are sons or wives, where are relations ,
where are friends or servants T at the time when we

perish? none of them will approach us thisis therr
nature

166  The swan alone can distinguish water when
mingled with milk I how should the peacock distinguish
these fluids? and how shall the ignorant man discern the
deity from his own works?

167 They cover their eyes with fatness, and cannot
see but are those who were burnt o the jfuneral pyre
(last year, or the ye r betore, yesterday, or the day before)
inferior to these, so dlind 11 thewr pride ?

# False eliston  see on verse 132

4 7 e, Whit have they to do with us

I This 1s the common 1der reguwding the /kamse often translated
JSamngo and goose, but 1t 1s wcknowledged to be 1 creature no longer to
be found, and may be best trinslited the phanzy, bewng 1 fabulous bird
to wlhich all that 1s superlatiyely excellent or beautiful 1s compared
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168 In a house without a lamp they cannot clearly

perceive each others countenances, if you possess the light of
understanding, why do you fall into the dark path of sin?

169 The man who has crossed a river and reached the
shore cares no longer for the hide sewn boat, why should the
man who has attained happiness trouble himself about the body?

170 This false body, like an earthen vessel, will die
never shall the soul die, however many vessels there be, there
1s but one expanse uinto which they are ultimately resolved

171 We are imprisoned 1n delusion, our inclinations are
as chains, empty distinctions are the shackles attached to us
when shall be the deliverance from this life of bondage?

* The creed 1n which Vuma believed teaches that all things are in
common as beings, whether human or divine (to use the words of Pope)

“ All are but parts of one stupendous whole,
Whose body nature 15, and God the soul "
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172 In no world 1s there a blessing greater than
wisdom none possesses wisdom but he who recognizes
its value Knowledge 1s comparable to itself alone,
Wisdom 1s (tatwa) the chief good.

173 Seeing they cannot see, héaring they cannot
hear | what pride 1s this ? #ze saying 15 verified, that “blind
1s his sight, and deaf1s his hearing

174 Quietism 1s the highest means of attaining
absorption the possession of intellect 1s the middle grade
postures and other superstttious rutes are the lowest degiee
of worship-

175. He who undertakes to subdue his heart shall find
comfort therein atlast he shall see the abode of beautitude
(mocsha) shall not he who plants a tree obtain 1ts fruit ?



60 BsE fézs?ssinw. o.

S e sStSol) 5% RoyK T 3

By S (BT (TS T 5

BBAL by FiHy TR TN D, 02e
Lovg) RussH CER, &T%fo;ot@ 5 83

D 23’ R BRG, By LD,

T’ BEO Y DT I cTER

FH 28 KD, $FPP) B, 022

KRG D - Aoz 3 “Woy e’ B0 aw;

8B - 300D - 08D’ X cwdd

-—.‘—é u’

FOY DEWR? D BIg - anydi BH, D o2

176 It s easy to talk, but hard to the mind, we
may teach others, but cannot ourselves understand 1t 1s
easy to lay hold on the sword, but hard to become valiant

177. The teacher, “of sinful nature, who cannot
lear thine eyes, and with the subtle flame 7 1illumine the
lamp of thy heart who cannot dissipate the darkness of
sin, Hies teacker 1s no better than a brute

178 The teacher 1s the clearing nut, I the vessel 1s
this body , 1f the impurities of thy soul sinh like mud,
through this separation, caused by wisdom, shall divine
nectar § be produced

—— R — -

* Guru or Master, v 147 n + Lit  The wick
I The nut called strychnos potatorum-—in Sanskrit calaca—wlich has
the property, here alluded to, of cleansing water, if rubbed in the vessel
Amrat sigmfying nectar as well as water
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179  The teacher 1s the root of all , the disciples of a
teacher are the branches men can seldom discern the
really ¢ vcellent teacher 1n the world.

180  The great spint 1s our instructor , the intelligent
living creature 1s the learner he 1s the real teacher whe
duly applies to each other the qualities of the preceptor
and learner

181 Know him who 1s the teacher of the worlds and
the instructor of the people, hereby shall ye attain release
(mocsha) by not looking to the teacher, they have fallen
mto the pit of hell

* I have ventured to substitute 8" hex 5 7~ for the common redmg

=
8"0BoE, which gives no clear sense
(3]
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182 Unable to percewve the immortality of the sounl
that ¢s within the living body, he wanders, trusting to that
which 1s unstable , our final happiness (mucti) depends on
knowing what 1s eternal and what 1s temporal

183. IfI say “Let me view the past,’ 1t 1s like a thing
seen 1n a dream neither canl rely on the time now pas-
sing our attachment to our earthly connections lives but
for a moment.

184, What mean we by “ self,” or ¢ our own people '"?
knowing, they know not, the madmen ' tkey live like a siik
worm 1n a COCOOR, seemengly secuve, but wn veality helpless.
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183. Lo, all fear 1s ignorance when fear leaves us,
the divine spirit shall become our own surely™ this body 1s
perishable , proclaim, O Vema, that the living soul alone
shall be victorious.

186 He grieves for death, crying, “He 1s dead'
He 1s dead !” the tolly of miserable men cannot be told
what, 1s the soul subject to the bonds ot death ?f

187 Neither 1n his birth or at his death 1s he free ,
he 1s the disposer I neither of his origin or hisend Is 1t
not ridiculous to talk of lordship in his 1intermediate life ?

hd -,()o:)_yv or mmo \‘v1tAh 2edr and g»i)p are contracted for gSyoSoDre
the mmperative of -CSJ“eSa to see the plunl 15 S0d forr&rvxo,, behold

ye, equivalent with zeraly or vurcly  Perishable \nd  victorons might be
more liter ly trnslted pereshabilaty and wictory

The ordinary tewling 15 [ TRV _S £\8, Dosom’or B,
) (5 b )9,

I Carta, 4 lord, agent, or disposer, signihes the 1esponsible person on
whom 1 matter rests , one who bis wthority Matt vu 29 in the tale of

Saranga Dhary, the verse  *‘ Speaoeecene ¥ 6 BSdo B’

must be transl lted “Is not a son the person c/mf/y concerned e our
gawns and losses "'
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188 Mad and 1diotic are those who perpetually en-
quiring where the deity resides God dwells in all things
1in his complete fulness I

189 Kine are of divers colors, but all milk 1s alike
the species of flowers vary, yet all worship * 1s one,
systems of faith are difterent, but the deity 1s one

190 Worked chasings are various, but all gold 1s
the same , these ¢arti/y tenements vary, but the soul 1s
one, viands are many, but hunger 1s always the same.

191 We cannot see our own forehead, our ears, or
our backs, neither can we know the hairs of our head, if
a man knows not himself, how should he know (tatwam)
the deity ?

* In which flowers wre always used 1 [Iere the clision 15 omutted
I Lives in all life, extends through l cxtent,
Spreads undiy ided, ‘animates unspent
The whole of this pusage, . Pope’s Essiy on Man, conveys the
precise 1deas entertained regarding the deity, or ruling spirt, by those
who hold the Vedant: crecd
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192 A man roams and rambles, and turns back
unsatisfied , he has therein obtained nothing his heart de-
sires , he who has {ixed wralterabty his mmost heart, go
to, he 1s the divinity

193 When the mind, which 15 the 1oot, decays, the
tree ot our moital nature talls, then are its great boughs,
the atfectiouns, dried up

194 He who, though reviled or struck, returns it not
but 1temaineth unagitated , behold, on earth he 1s already
become the great spint, can we fitly describe his
perfections 7

193  Unless impurity be removed, to no one can the
diine 1mage become truly visible , when passion leaves
thee, wisdom shall be thine.

Some cc—pws add 3» Sa)cPen BR Booxs S, %,
-0
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196. Like as what 1s written 1n water remains not, so
are all the blessings of this lite unstable why does the
empty /eart desire word upon word ?

197 Can salvation be attained by him who 1s false
hearted ? labour not in works that are fruitless, the fool
that thus acts shall never be called a teacher

198 He who has cut off his desires, who has
quenched the fire of passion, who has bound up his lons,
and crushed all anger , he who has attamned to the great
secret 1s the teacher of teachers

199 Unless thou cut away the cords of desire and
cast them off, there 1s no heaven for thee, thou shalt
penish like a mole ensnared by the love of food.
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200 The ears delight in gentle harmonious songs and
sweet words well ordered the skin in lihe manner 1s
gratified by coolness and soit touches the eyes desue
torms adorned with lovely hues and delicately propor-
tioned  the tongue naturally 1s pleased with ‘astes
astringent, pungent, batter, salt, and acid and the nose
takes pleasure 1n grateful scents. But let us abhor the
corporeal mansion that renders us subjectto the five
teelings perceived by theears, skin, eyes, tongue, and
nose. See that thou art a beng distinct trom these
earthly ties and thus shalt thou be happy, O Vema!

END OF BOOK I
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BOOK 1II

1 A young man who 1s unable to see the recondite
form of God canenjoy no comfort, but studies excessively,
why does he study that which would teach him how to
dre.

2 If a wicked son 1s born from the womb of the ex-
cellent, he will destory his entite race,as an ewpty ear
growing on a sugarcane destroys all its sweetness
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3 To whom does your body belong which you
nourish so carefully > whose 1s your wealth that you
should hide st® to whom does the soul appertain that it
should not leave the body *

4+ All killing of ammals 1s a sin aganst Siva:
<onsider all animals as forms of the deity , indeed every
lving creature 1f sunless 1s as a god. |

5. Ifafter marrying her you do not treat her with
kindness she will cross the fence and run off down the
stirea, such is the temper of women.}

— e | —

* 1 another Ms the third line 15 equivident with the hrst, oes.

8708 K3 ."()"Sné Fe500% doy®.  In the st two hnes there are

two c1tors clision
| See note on I, 126
1 Veises contunmg illiberal notions regarding the female sex are but

too ficquent 1 Vemi wd other Hindu authors  See on this subject
Colchrooke s Digest of Thindu Law
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6. Though he roam to Concan,® no dog will tuin
intoa lion, going to Benares * will make no pig an
elephant , and no pilgrimage will make a samnty of one
whose nature 15 different.

7 Ita covetous man I dwell near the lberal, he will
die rather than endure to see his benevolence, as the thorn
bush perishes if planted near the tiee ot desire §

8. [Ifauthouty be given to a lowminded ma  le
will chase away all the honorable, can a dog that .aws
shoes taste the sweetness of the sugar-cane ?

#* Two holy aties

+ Fipra, generally tiwslated « Bramin See on Jsya, Book I, 154
I Lit  The no-gizer

8§ The wishing tree that grows in paracise
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9 In adversity observe well the behaviour of your
relations 1n the time of fear observe the worth of your
soldier , and when you fall into poverty, look well to
your wife’s steps

10 Though her husband be Cupid himself, and her
home be agrecable, how shall the shippery foofed woman
change her nature ? Though a dog b¢ famed and reared
with milk, will 1t not still rove from place to place ?

11.  “If my husband knows 1t, he will lill me if
the king hears it, it will be terrible ”” To  go astray with
a strange man 1s the greatest| of intamy itis hell open
before her eyes

* The secord and thud hnes Thue corre tel, both o sense wnd
metre, from the old 1eading

I HonSe VY a0 Dobxn
25 NS X, T T Ee, D,

+ Lit  The home or abode of shame
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12 If through the baseness of your spint you fail to
subdue your wile 2z the first mnstance, 1t1s vain to think of
afterwards governing her  If you let atree grow up, will
1t move for a pinch?

13. Ifyou take a bear-skin and wash 1t ever so long,
will 1t, instead of its native blackness, ever become white ?
If you beat a wooden image will it hence acquire any good
quality ?

14 If you take a dog’s tail and putit into a dambu
tube, 1t will remain straight but for a while, say what
you will, a bad man will not lose his crooked disposition'

15 Has the wife opposed her lord’s commands? she
1s no longer his mate but his fatef To such a wife,
dwelling 1n a wilderness 1s preferable
"% In another copy the thurd lne 15

87 Bow ¥ 808 & AP ?

< A play upon words 1s mntended 1n the onginal
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16 A disobedient wife 1s as the goddess Death to
her husband , springing hooded serpent, a very demon,
a wife at enmuty with you 1s a fit wife for a demon?

17 Upon a wife devoid of consideration § the money
of the dowry 1s wasted 1f a soldier will not meet the
battle, his subsistence 1s thrown away, and board 1s wasted
on an unprofitable wench

18 There are crowds upon crowds of those who
reckon the faults of others yet every one n the world has
us failings  Those who look to the faults of others are
often ignorant of their own

19 A thief, if he goes to a holy place, will only pick
the pockets of the comers , he has no leisure to draw near
and bow 7 ke god If a dog enters a house, will he tend
the hearth?

* Other manuscripts read SHOXJ8 HXoe0 and HXOE HHB A0,
+ O’z appears to be from yochana
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20 He that 1s a liar1s known to the loid of the
village the lord knows him who speaks the truth but
the vile glutton 1s known to his s etciied wife alone

21 A turban, a quilted diess, and a fine coat,*
nechlaces, rings, and a fair round belly IHe that has
these virtues 1s looked to by all his kin

22 If you know how to swim, there 1s no necessity
to sound #ie stream 1f you know how to die, there 1s no
grief in world from whicle suicide will not 1elease you 1
you are content with a gndle, no poverty we/l  distress you

23 Why, at viewing the charms of the roguish
swimming eye, do we become enamoured of its hght?
why should we so delight to view all external beauty ?

® For “ pu ki cusambunu,” which also means 1 snake's skin, some
ead “ pucambu sanculu,” or bags of money
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24, When he beholds a woman, he 1sdeprived of
power to estimate her justly, and 1s consumed ek love
as resin would be 1n the hottest fire 1nto what follies are
we led by empty desire !

25 If one be possessed of wealth, they look upon
him as the god of love but it he falls into poverty, and 1s
unable to rise and lelp Launse/f, be he Cupid himself they
look upon him as a Paiar

26 The man of wealth s constdered farr as Cuprd
or the regent of the moon, he shines illustrious by his
possessions but if he loses his riches, how wvile he
becomes '

27 How strong a charm cast on the eye of the lover
1s the form of a matchless beauty surely the pupil of her
eye 1s the go-between !
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28 To the teacher they will not give even a mess
of stale food, but on a courtezan they will bestow then
whole wealth ah! 1s the doctor more degraded than the
dancer’

29  What 1s dearest 7 of all things? hife but gold 15
dearer than a thousand hives and dearer than gold are
the words of a maiden

30. Sweeter than the core of the jack-fruit, than
refined sugar, than the honeycomb, than thick cream, b
and than the juice of the sugar-cane, sweeter than all these
are the words of a beloved damsel.

31 A woman who 1s a rover loves none but rovers
how should she be pleased with a delicate lover? The
dung-bettle cares not for the sweetness of sugar

* Dus-sandln + It Sweetest.
1 Lit Beestingy, the first milk given by a cow after bering 1 calf
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32 Your connections on your wife’s side or your
most intimate relations , those of your mother’'s kin are
but so and so, but your connections on your father’s
side belong to the side of your enemies *

33 Will a dog recognize the linga zangam | priest,
it will only snap at him, seize, and teat the calf of his leg
And equally httle does the prosutute who lives in a booth

at a fair care for the sawitly palmer

. of
34+ Intimacy with a callet 1 1s lihe a hole ma,}, 7, °

gram , .~nnection with a rogue leads to tfamsfionyd'to
! N e ¥ '
associate with vailitts will be paid for with 7.0 ‘head

* Dayady, puternal wclitons here used for © cnemies’ We fnd the
same adev | owin attwhed to the tevm pazr ey In some copres the
first line 15 thus, neglecting the requisite thision @8 0§ T DD

203 S . A

1 A dase of the priests of Siva Sevcial verses m this author appear
like this one, to hwe orginated 1 some cisual occurrence that the poet
happened to witness

1 See Shakespeare, Othello, Act 1v , Scene 2, The word also occurs
i Chaucer , and I use 1t rathe:r th ui more common modern sy nonyms
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35. If you sport with your prince, with weapons,
with fire, or with a strange woman, this wilt lead to
destruction ! *

36  He desires pleasint food, and he longs for tair
women' behold the evil heart of man ! He | cannot for an
instant 1elinquish these zemptations and retlect that they
are unprofitable

37  Gazing on the beauty of his wife and on his sons
ction I ot love incteases, and his heart 1uns on
them . 'ow ditircult 15 1t to curb the smful mind!

In othar copie XeR Sveo 0 ’D“@EO@AD“
)

T Tat He canot oven mcthe Lot sw Wiy these ®

T Cda A wordused mom ny dudcrent sen ¢ which hov cver, muy,
Ethink, be ireso™ed to “Degred, grade shaude, tt [t 1spa i ularly
wpphie L todegree of lizht, wharcby the moonhaht of one night dihicrs from
that ol the next pphed to the nund it denotes feeling or 1tection  to
nutul objects, the /et o1 Akt 110N produce 1 on one body by wother
In myvstic phulosephy, Vemn wd other vithors seem to use the term fer
teehugs that utect the nerves Itis there used 1 conjunction with
two othet words “nadem " sound wmd ¢ belueun ' radence , the
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38  Whether 1t be honey, sugar, or aluscious mango,
unless we taste 1t sweetness 15 not perceived, but at
merely seeing the ip of a lovely maid, we feel 1ts
sweetness

39 In what respect zs 2¢ #az buitalo 1s so inferior to
the ox , what 1s its price lower because 1t 1s not red dut
black? Then let no one be called wise who 15 devoud of un-
derstanding /s wntrinsic value alone should le considered

thrce terms thus sigmty 1dews recenved through the ears, the ares, ind  the
Jeelmgs of tha boly  Thus wmong the etotic works, the Cdesastiy s
Lreatese on £ clings, the humour or disposition of the body bemg mgimed
to vany duly

In [elugn Grummar the term Caluis applied to sivteen classes of
words, the Tist of which is vory dubious  The 1 won for using this  title
15 envenantone ol the grummars, but T ungine 1t s borrowed fiom  the
calas o1 phses (so to eall them) of the moon of winen fourteen wve re-
choned mewh Junr tortticht, while the fiftecnth 1s considerad put,
bemng eithcr new or full moon  In ny opimon the Cala 1 the grummar
Aire b ewtly raduaible to four or five clsses mstewd of nteen

® In moct copres this hine stands thus, iluva beig, for the sile of
rhyme, put for the viluya—

W B dow owens KOR
Were we to write Qexd the rhyme would be defective, 15 15 explamned
an Prosody under the title Akhanda vati &goasd.
F Here 80D 15 for 8R&T™,
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40 What ten men affirm passes current in the world.
1s the assertion of a single witness ever valued ? the whole
town detests the mere zutermenadle talker

41 TIf you do the smallest tservice to a worthy man,
his worth makes 1t 2z /izs eyes a mountain of benefits  but
will the unworthy acknowledge even the heaviest obliga-
tions ?

42. Desert not the king even for a thousand I ozkers
when you have given a man food, tell it not however poor
you are , and however fair the wife be, let her not scorn,
her husband &

* lu generid written §o3%’0%0 a8’ By 687,
(32

+ Lat A nul-full
I A common mtensive phrse
§ Ihe second line might also be nterprete 1 ¢ howcver poor he be,)”
1e earelessness of style i this writer often lewes passiges thus doubt-
tl 1 fstyl tl t ften lewv thus  doubt
ful, wd his led to the erroneous 1dea entertuncd 1noag the natives that
his verses wre all riddles, conveying  ditferent meanmg fiom  that which

\ppenrs
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43 Sons and wives are a mere delusion, pleasure
and pain are a deception, a family and affections we feel
are unreal thou hast filled this delusive life with empty
forms T

44  The man who cannot keep his word 1s wie as a
ppariar , a king dovoid of authonty tis as a lone widow
women , and a god not acknowledged in the land 1s no
better then a clay zmage of a tiger

* This I conje cture must have been what the poet wrote lhe verse
occuis only m one minuscupt, wd there the hue stands thus

POK parin ek, g SO0,

Wlere gr'e,‘s would seem contricted for e~ Fome gold,  word that
does not admit of such « change

+ AMava, “ Unrcal  because things which we alwavs chwging have
no real existence  Ihe doctrine ¢f Plato, who calls Ged TO  “ON, wnd
describes materid  things s scarcely really ewusting”  (Stullingfleet on
Parwdise Lost, \,471) Thus the Zarar-A’tma, or Gieit Sput,1s des
cubed s ¢ That wlhuch supremely evzszs '’ (Compare Exodus, u1, 14)

T Dus-sandht
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45 Those who consider themselves decent and
reputadle look upon the mad” Vemana with astonishment,
ah, the deity knows his 7¢al Lunilety winle e appears only
20 deiude others'!

46. He who can neither loose nor close /Jzs purse
who will neither feed nor clothe himselt, devoid of genius
and un-polished by learning , he who thus walks 1s like a
walking corpse

47 In time of povery the heart itself becomes poor,
and senseless as a cubbed tigress, | how should any good
accrue to one so base-minded’

#* Vemwnt has, 1n many passages, called himself  madman, with @ view,
we may suppose, to securing hunself from the vengeince he was likely to
ancur by his unspaning satires on Ilinduism and the Briminical hierarchy
Thus, also, Lucian Rabelais assumed the garb of fools and madmen
while the arguments conveyed in their writings were undermining  the
polytheistical systems of their times Erasmus, too, mnhis book entitled
Laus Stultstse, has adopted this method with a like object

+ Which 1s 1magined to lose sight and sense, and even to devour 1its
cubs.



THE VERSES OF VEMANA. BOOK. II 73
GoH¥’ 0d 35D’ Q’S'o"’ Byeassy’ ®),

Drag Y S0RW BIHS Beso *

OF) TURSNSH Y TS0 B, D go
3o%30 B0 2o 253 - Fobro Ve,

?})’_%69 S, a’)é =[ew,

d‘é?}a’ HXE + 20770 Tewo~, D EE
&5y TR WX TR 5Sa§ ":%&b?

F 0530 QNX K0P s !

T é‘"ﬁz B §§65x5 cxgm'v! D, Mo

48. 1If he offer ever so little of his meal to the Lord,
he shall go to the blessed abodes % 2z Zeaven. Thus no
charity 1s superior to that of bestowing food

49 A feast given without kindness 1sa mere waste
of flour-cakes, worship devoid of piety 1s a waste of the

sprouts used e sacrifice , § and gilts devoird of charity are
a mere waste of gold

50 Being ignorant of himself, how shall he instruct
others ? he roams about 1dly, no better than a brute, § and
performs religious ceremonies tor the sake of pitiful fees

* Dus-sindh
+ 0 B doorD 1 wnother MS
v

—D0

I Punv. Blesced or holy Iloly acts are expluned to be those which
cause actual ment 1n the performer, they are thus distinguished from
Dharman (1lrerdy esplained), which conters no mert, but to omit which
1s sinful whale panyam 15 thit which 15 voluntary or spontaneous, withoyt
any mmmediate hope of rewird being a work of supererogation, or
which 1s gratuitous wnd uncalled for  In this sense 1t 1s even applied to
evil acts  (Cumpare note on Cazmam, ~ 31)

& See note on I, 189

9 For %% one copy has $3 1he sense of the thud hneis not clear,

6
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51. Imagining that by acquirng some he will attan
the happiness that 1s the reward of merit, * a man remains
entangled 1n the creed of works If an elephant fall into
a ptt, how can a gnat extricate1t?

52 Let hun study what he will, or listen 20 #he Z0ly
texts, the smner will not relinquish his wvile nature
Though you wash a coal in milk, will its blachness be
removed ?

53. He who, 1n the first place, swerves not from his
own religion, who 1n the second place, reviles the creed
of no other man who cautiously refruns from forming any
¢vt/ desire  he shall live i happiness he s the first of
men

" See note on II, 48, on Punyam here opposed to Carmant, which forms
the lowest gide 1n the scale of merit  See the proceeding verses
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54 Why utter benedictions on a worthless wretch ?
why listen to the words of a fool ? who can pursue the
¢hase with mad dogs ¢

35 A man labors to gain wealth for the sake of his
wife, his child, his mother, and his father But it he looked
to God, these should no longer exist so as to agutate L.

36 If they see a man wearing beads, earrings, and a
vest with a roll of betel, and plumpaess of body be his
caste what it may, they invite him to s¢¢ by them

37. Butif unshaven, with soied garments and a foul
body, like a lernwt, be s birth what it may, they bid
him begone.

* The Synt s here imperfect
+ Cunpare verse 21 Sometimes 1 this author we meet (1s 1n
AMartial and the Anthologia) with the same epigram 1n  different forms,

wd 1t 15 not always ey to decde wiuch the poet ultumatly preferred
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58 When a backbiter dies, you should go # ke
funeral at his house, but merely for decency s sake 1tis
mmpossible to grieve in reality can the sheep Jament thc
death ot the wolf?

59 Sheruns ranghng down the street 1if you chech
her, she scteams, she first scolds her husband, and then
hides her face 2z a fury the shrew is ready to sell her
husband in a basket

60. Covetousness 1s a sin of the worst nature
through lust have not even hermits been deluded? he
who hath'viewed and relinquished all this 1s the pure spirit !

61. 1lle who speaks 7o01g/h plain truth 1s reproached
by all the world  Truth should not be declared to the
vile , but 1f you meet with a truly great soul, declare the
truth to him

— ——— e

*In the ongmld 87%Ze’ Lo 38" A3 aac‘.ﬁo.')m, 1 lme 1n
&

every point wrong, here todelu becomes a dictyl 1 have, therefore, cor-
rected 1t from conjecture
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62 Let us fear to sin and stand 1n awe of death.
Let us forget the ties of earthly altections, but never let
us forget hinduess that we have recewwed

63  Civility 1s indispensable 1n the world, but hypo-
crisy 1s a disgrace to the most sagacious of men  baseness

leads to ruin, and malice towards others leads to our own
destruction §

6+ If you catch a monkey and dress 1t 1n a new robe,
the hill apes will all worship it Thus are the luckless
subject to the senseless

* This would more coriectly be thus é}-a‘ﬁ»i» afgs-;' E%%, but i the
origm] 1t 18 a{ﬁa'#;&:o d"‘s’é'fgﬂ\).
T 4l (@"035 {.\%35» (Kg) «“ constitute 1t hing of the hulls ”

1 Maiccarun appears to be derived from the Sanscrit matsaram The
prasa i the third line 1s not accur ite
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65. Though you anoint an ass all over with perfumes,
it feels not your fondness, but will turn agamn and kick
you and equally fruitless 1s love shown to a young girl.

66. Youshould go from a town where you aie not
at ease , quit a wife whose temper you have found out
and leave a prince who 1s devoid of liberality

67 To fall in debts 1s vile even to the noblest in-
timacy with fools 1s an utter abomination a lhe 1s disgu-
sting , and to give a pledge 15 1ntolerable 7

68. A blockhead may be taught in a year’s time , a
silent recluse may be led 1n the path, butan 1diot can
never be instructed, no, not by thirty year’s teaching

* Iat, “To Ham, Hara, and the rest, " that 1s, “to Vishnu, Sivy, &c
+ The word 7ofa, vile, 1s here translated in four dilferent ways, s the
reiteration of the same word 1s not 1n knglish approved as 1t 1s 1n Telugu,
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69 Trom our offspring ornginate both pleasure and
pain, the son 1s born equally of the husband and the
wife , and the wite derives comfort from the son.

70 Like the course of ships on the sea, like the
course of a bird in the sky, such 1s the conduct ofa
woman that leaves no traces behind 1t +

71 Be his wife Venus, and full of fidelity, how shall
the fickle husband cease from his habit of rambing ;
he 1s like a dog that delights only to roam the Panar-
street

-~
* | lLwe substituted S0 for S5 which would seem n  error of
the tianscriber

+ Compare Proverbs, \xx 19 Another copv reads in the second and
third lines

95‘3 20Heo e oS &
OETd ON SR TG T
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72. The washerman torments a cloth to take the
stains out, and then folds 1t properly , what then though
he who teaches thee chastise thee

73 In the time of his wealth the wife looks vt/
kindness on her husband , when he falls into poverty she
will not even rise to meet fum  she looks then upon
her living husband as though dead

74 Though you pour milk and sugar over bramble
berries and boil them, they will acquire no ‘lavour, how
then can good qualities be produced 1n the ctooked heart
by any kindness

75. If he says this gtound 15 my own, the field laughs
athim  His wealth derides #ie meser who never bestows
a gift ' and death b laughs at him who 1s afraid 1n battle.

* &S)a:&o?(. [n some copies 57'@50& and oI IXITW,
t Al FIHTB mé&_ HRso 5@3 1 Cala 1s Tune or Destiny
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76 It your elder brothers by charity become doers
of good do not suppose that the reward of this will accrue
to you, the younger brother might as well feel a wound
inflicted on the elder

77. When we behold a bright eyed| girl, or gaze on
gold every one’s mind 1s seized with wavering honghts ,
how then can the power of truth I be felt by men?

§ Inwother copy vmore apt expression s antrodu ed by swrnihang
melie

B3 IHI)  TTevE oH FS TOwe My
SIS
* For @83?2 some copies reul ‘s"_‘fbdf_f, o1 ?3&53635 (derived

fiom Bramha), while others huwe @::\f" g™, Possibly the dlusion to Bra-

mins ss what the poet intended , s the ITindu vithors constantly 1epresent
thear gods as subject to every humu pausion Inosuch pussiges the nume
Biunhumay well be tianshued w Jupiter

T Late  Zotus-eyed , Allusions to the lotus (pudma)’  or water-hily, per”
petully occur i the Sansanit wnd Telugu withors  In their noetical use
we muy Udwavs trslate the pundaricam, or white species 1 the lefy and
the red lotus, or /en damara, 1 the rose, 1 flower pprently  little known
to the poets of Indiv  The utpalam, o1 blue lotus, mv thus be  rendered
the wolet

I Tatwun See on 1, 137



82 Bed ;%ga“me:e- R

TOH (A D BT DI,
TUH TS SR I8 98?2
S I 55@ S d’»cé;)é“" B00DIE? Do 2o

20008 DT © $00ED §FASTeen ?
eS"a 0% o gg Sozo 2
maao&?&’o X% ;smr mm;suf? . 2

875 ook S, 878 ETo¥en ¥,
0‘535_533’:6 z5ov 0 ch; *
EHET) $8 5TER 8,8 Y D 00

78 However 1mportunately you pray relzef of an
illiberalman, will he ever become bountful? Will plung-
ing then: n sacred sea convert bulrushes into darbha-
grass T

79  \What has a criple to do with bracelets ? of what
advantage are wooden teeth to the harelipped ? will an ass
be the better for avsuming a beard and whiskers ? Alere
pretensions are wholly frutless.

80 You think yourselves brave men when you
obstruct a road with bushes, bind the people who come
up, and pluuder them how shall the guilt of robbery be
removed from you?

* Al W5 DS DO .‘éoéo/(g)
C3 O
SCEBBYS 8 G ReY ) B8P !
@ & e U

+ Which 1s used 1n sacrifice
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81 A serpent when ready to strike sidles its crest
he who seeks to destroy you contracts friendship with you,
and the prince who meditates your destruction allows you
every freedom

82  Whatever obedience you use, whatever toil you
undergo for them, never, O my brothe1, trust the assembly
of kings , 1t 1s always¥ Zasardous as intimacy with a ser-
pent would be

83. He who neglects the mighest end of /uzs bezng, pra-
ctises guile, and who restrains his 1inclinations merely for
the sake of his belley, such a man lives like a miserable dog

84 Singularly fanciful 1s the tahsman of Cupid to be-
hold , the spot § in #he foreliead of the rosy nymph , at the
glance of her waist 1s the heart agitated

® Al TTIOSHOXOoW. + Al TonSow.

I Lit, Toor ten thousand, a common mtensive See on II, 12
§ The tilaca, or beauty spot n ornimental pitch worn in the forehead
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35 If you mix sugar withit, even mouldy chaff /as
flavour , so wherever there 1s inclination, the most unpa-
latable hussy 1s loved as a divine angel.

86 Love 15 produced in the lheart of every man
whomsoever , but if thou bury and trample upon desire
whenever it ts produced, and restrain 1t, then, behold, the
deity shall be displayed to thee

87 Those on the one and who are without sustenance
and suffer distress , and those ox the other who will give
neither meat nor drink, but only revile others, are
equally incapable of performing the worship of Siva

* Al §'§b_5@ TTAD which gives a sstmil ir sense
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88 1Ile who seeks anght the God who dwells 1n the
heart, and fixes unalterable faith on him, he shall attain
utter absorption, be shall be resolved into the universe T

89  Worship of God, performed according to know-
ledge, shall never perish frustless, never let a man leave
the hold he fu<t takes , can a wall be completed 1t the
foundation be neglected ?

90  If mistortune befall him, #ie  swiner reviles the
deity if he mcets with good, he lauds himself forit but
evil and good are the 7¢sult of fus vwn acts

91 DBe not ensrared by the fire of hunger, by the
flame of desire, o1 the heat of anger If thou maintain one
changeless dnsposmon this 1s fieedom f

*® Al ?\5",} o«)).)) l'é\) 'S"‘a')éd %0&6\”.

+O0n Swva, sec 1,133 n On mucts, sce I, 88, u, On Sarcam, 1, 171, n
Y Muctr Liberty See verse 94
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92 Whatever be the inclination of the heart, to that
side do all the senses tuin, f the heart be once tuined to
Thee, the passions will never wander in any other

direction.

93 Plain milk, or curds, butter, or rice-milk, neyz i

or beestings , however many skapes it may assuie, 1t 1s
still milk, men cannot percewve #tat the deity 15 thus also

capable of varwus appearances

9+4. Those who no longer delight in reading, 1n royal
mansions; in milch kine, and inthe lips of women—these
venerable men § are the free.

* Al Bo. AL o a0,

1 Clhunfied buttee, culled 1n Iindustam glee
9 Ayya, Sir A tather or master A wife calls her hushand Swamee, my

lord, but never Ayya
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93 Why sulfer anxiety, O my heart, for the belly?
either here or there the belly will be filled As to having
a belly, the frog that lives 1n a rock 1s thy equal

96 To say, “Sudraism has left me, [ am no Sudra,
[ am a Bramun, "' 1s all folly, though brass resemble gold,
can 1t be esteemed 1ts equal *

97 If a light man perform the digmified yagna sacn-
fice, departing from the prescribed rule, he shall miss the
enjoyment of good, a dog will mercly push down the
cup 1t attempts to hift

* Substituted for B0 EY.

I The sons of Bramins are considered to be by hirth Sudris  the cere-
mouy of upanayanan or wmiarton, performed 1t bout <iv yews old,
confers the nume of Dwia, or lwice Born

BS T O Y 5\“68 ) ¥8 & o an D g8,
B’ genS 02 AgE , @ Heear b TGt
|\ U= i -
“Bv birth he 15 4 Sudru by religious rites he becomes 1 Dwya, hv

reading the (Vedy) Scupture, a4 (Vipri) perfect priest ,and, by 1 knowledge
of rihimy, 1 (Brihmawn) divine
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98 The man of calm mind, whose disposition 1s
benign as a cool zemper ature, he 1s the perfect Yogi  Such
a man shall very soon attain 2 /[o/y liberty

99  All men, be they who they will, desire gold and
fine women  Not the mightiest of lords can relinquish a
fair eyed | maiden

100 Like flies that longing for honey, approach i,
enter, are intoxicated, and unable to extricate themselves
so, plunged 1 a multitude of passions, a smrer perishes
without escape

101  If a prostitute with a well-nourished body, and
puffed up, suddenly tall on a paramour, tushing on him,
he perishes like a dormouse under the wheel ot a cart ”

« 55 for § ‘l‘\g- A stone  The wheels of carts are  sometunes formed

of stone
+ Lotus eyed See o n .
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102 She who sells herself has no real affection for
you, or, should she have any, it will not last In a path
trodden by many no grass will grow , or, should it spring,
1t will never thrive

103 To associate with a slut 1s ruin upon ruin, he
who has to do with a whore, loses all shame, and
jounng with an adulteress 1s the source of utter death.

104 If we know not truly the abode of the dety,
how should we discover it search as we may? that object
cannot be traced without the requasite divining rod. 1

* Yo for @%,\)-

+ Anjanam A spell, or more piopetly 2 collyrium, 1 salve which,
applied to the eyes, was supposed to give the power of discovering mines
or buried treasures It 1s alluded to by Milton, Paradise Lost au , 415

7
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105 What has a stupid fool to do with an old
husband ? and what sort of family 1s that where nothing 1s
kept for the morrow **

106. As the inconstant woman comprehends not the
faithful wife’s virtuous conduct, so the natural man cannot
understand steadfastness 1n religion, when he sees 1t

107 Though the man of base heart have learnt all
the sciences 1n the world, he does not #heredy hecome
noblg, but 1s a depraved being. Will rubbing perfumes
over an ass, at all alter its nature ?

108. To what ends 1s gracefulness of form, or the ac-
qusition of riches, or the knowledge of arts, or extent of
landed possesszons ?  Can any gain equal that of having
offspring ? o

* Lit for breikfist =2 being probably contracted tor Doy  cold

food prepared the preceding diy and eaten in the mornming by chuldren
before the regular hour at which grown persons eat.
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109 A lucky woman percewves the hunger and thirst
of others, she helps them 0 food and satisfies them, but
your unlucky, senseless wife considers no one’s hunger
but her own.

110 He who understands all the secrets of his heart*
who has cut off his passions and purified himself , he who
restrains his body, this is the true saint

111 By Cupid, the green bowed god, are all men in
the world suddenly deluded , who, then, w2 this respect 1s
the noble, who 1s the abject?

112 How should all that 1s destined to happen fail of
occurring ? that which 1s not doomed to us shall never
befall us * The ruling power 1s independent of ourselves

* Al B CS)R;\) Z)"KS BHITS5OD ™.

+ A pauriplunse of a verse difficult to translate literally, but useful as
exemplitying various forms of the verb agu to become
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113 He who has quelled his foes, #ie passions , who
has put on patience , who recognizes the eternal agent in
all that happens and without failing in the truth, has
attaimned 70 ¢ this man shall become a holy saint

114 He who willingly summons #ke passions, his
servants 1n the body , who knows they shall all pgeres 2
death , who knows this world and the next | he who
thus walks 15 rarely to be found

115 Those who first excite hopes wz the poos, and at
last say ‘“ Go, I have nothing for you,” those sinners,
the hard misers, shall ultimately feel the effect of the sighs}
of men, shall lose their hopes and perish.

* Al e9&ASO0E  wluch gives the sume sense The fourth line 15 come

monly thus BEDH B¢ D grg F o HSH.

+ Indw Andu answering to the Sansknt Jham and Param, literally
signifying kere and these, but imply the present and \ future world,

iB 1,4
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116 To what end 1s wealth 1t unknown to the poor?
of what profitis the prosperity of a relation who shows
no hiberality  and of what good 1s a physician unknown
to the sick ?

117  There 1s no living between earth and sky for
the pain of the wounds inflicted by Cupid | How cana
man live who deserts the wife of his home °

118 No amimal 1s moie vile than the serpent, yet the
serpent will obey that which 1s said toit, but in whose
power 1s 1t to teach mildness to the lustful man ?

# In the origmal the verse stood thus, with an error 1n elision *""5‘

#5550 dﬁﬁ, & In sever other passages [ have made smular con)ec-
tural emendatxons without pointing them out to the reder

+ Lt Hum of the sugar cane bow
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119. This soul “ will depart, it will pass away, and
leave the body one day or other unknown to any one : he
15 2 madman who, unconscious of the degradation he shall
meet 2z death, 1s puffed up wuth pride

120. When he quts the body and departs, neither
his wife, sons, nor connections will one of them follow
him nothing but the soul { will then remain , and the good
he has done will be his only possession.

121. The wealth of him who 1s virtuous, and retain a
consciousness of his former birth, shall flow contenually
like a wellspring  To how many soever he gives, he shall
still remain wealthy.

* Jws 15 properly the hiving doy  Perhaps the poet wrote bratucu.
I Lat, breath, wsuru,



THE VERSES OF VEMANA. BOOK L. 95

6d 85y w80’ PSS Hoihen

AT HXD Tk, §°8 T,

K& &% Ba% 5:3&)0&50 SoFssn. V. 099
TS TN E 358 Smoa)) PAAT-F

TS (0 ST’ S D

TS (AAS Do~ O ongn FH T, De 093
8BS HorB’ s, Jo by 5D,

TS - HERHTE © SHW oW

S - 3HY Bk, PO obeH Hodo, D
SHo 5 S’ &0 FO R,

FATJ) R’)S 85-2;1)3.‘6&3’ SIS ToRn Y

I3 oo 6253’ [35°C0NS éSCS

Hoaw :)a’x@ooa» ;8863 B, 0.9%

122 Those who give their word, and break 1t, are lost
to all shame he who disregards distress 1s vile and cruel
is he who, after contracting friendship, grieves his friend

123. The coming of rain and the departing of the
spint are not to be foreseen even by the wisest. Could
we perceive e future, surely this iwron age (Cali yuga)
would not proceed as 1t does.

124  Though he see wealth heaped as high as his
head, the man of pure birth," rich in himself, will not touch
it, and a chaste, virtuous wife will regard no strange man

125. If thou duly guard the benefaction of others, 7y
ancestors, sucl as charitable institutions, this shall double
the merit of thy own charities but if thou embezzle the
alms of others, thy own charities shall become fruitless

* Or, The fortunate man
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126. Consider the gift made by thyself, suck as
endownments jfor charitable uses, granted n l1fe tune, as thy
daughter thy fathei’s bequests, as thy sister , and those
of thy elder brother, as thy mother.

127  All the bonds wherewith our former actions, zz
an earler transinig ratzon, have bound us, shall be done
away by a teacher of the truth , as 2y say “a yearto a
potter and a day to a cudgel ”

128 Which 1s the chiet caste among all the sects?
What 1s the use of going on without sense *3 He who has
understanding 15 of the noblest tribe

* Borrowed from the Swnskrit verse
- a5 5 & 9, - 5%
QB 93,5 w8, 28y AR 55858
®ig - oo w00 ST, DD =0T - 3B00kT.
-0 (W) -0

+ Al &°F B8, single blow
1 Which can easily destroy s year s work  Some copies for nadu read
pettu, a blow

§ Here, 15 1n mny other prosuc passages, fidehity of translation requires
the use of very unpoetical (gramya) language
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129  Can they who have no means ot subsistence
feel any desire for women > All our lusts originate 1n
fulness of meat

130 He who gives up every other object, and,
seeking happiness alone, trusts in Thee with full reliance ;
by that faith shall (I protest by Thee) gain perfection

131 Be he stout or tall, or wearinga long beard,
devoid of Iiberality he 1s no noble however large a
buffalo be, 1t cannot compare with an elephant.

132. Looking on women, a man desires happiness,
but cannot foresee what will thereby befall him , by reason
of women they are blinded to their destiny T

* Secl,12
4 Or, To suvation gazz being equis ent to mocsham
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133 He 1s a fool who, listening to his f7actious wife,
quuts his brothers and separates himself from: them. Can a
man swim 1n the Godavery by holding on to a dog’s taii ?

134. Where there are women, there 1s sport the
town would be ruined but for women , men are indeed in
the hands f of women

135. Consider not him a Pariar of degraded rank who
is so by birth , he who breaks his word 1s far wviler He
who reproaches the Pariar 15 (go to) worse than him

136 The drop that falls into the oyster-shell becomes
a pearl, while the drop that falls into the wave turns to
water 1if the situation be suitable, the fruit shall not fail

* Inanother M S Do e mg ageﬁ DL
+ Al 875% g W8, 1 Al Ter~bo.
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137 Men of puse caste, and of high descent, and
those who overflow with learning, are after all esteemned
less than the sons of the handmaid of the rich man.

138. If be joins himselt to the wile, and associates
with him, he will be ruined, whoever he be Itis like
drinking milk under a palm-tree *

139 By melting and fusing, the huge of fine gold 1s
produced , by embracing and clasping, 1s love produced
1n a woman , and as we grow older and older, cupidity
and avarice are produced

140 However long you serve a prince void of sense
you will gae no living, but mere expectations if you
stroke a dry cow's udder, will 1t produce mulk ?

* Where, howeyer innocently, 1t would be suspected he was  drinking
wine Some copies read O XE WY 15"0‘) oo.eé..)) eés)u dano,
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141. If you go with a pail to milk a dry cow it may
rich your teeth out, but you will get no mulk  Such 1s all
that you will gain by begging of a miser !

142. The man of no birth 1s still honored for his
wealth and he who has nothing, sinks 1 caste Thus 1s
wealth honored above birth

143. Rice dressed without zey:* 1s, [ protest to thee, |
mere grass , a dinner without herbs 1s only fit for dogs,
unapalatable meats are as vile as funeral oblations

¥ See on verse 93, Book 1l
+ Niana, vform of wjurwion, 1 mm Romeo and  Juhet ¢ Sweur by thy
gracrous self ' lus phrise 15 supposcd to come from e93&y because the

swearer lud Ins hand «n the objcct sworn by Inthe tale of Sirangi-
Dhary we mect with the word m this couplet

ag. wrard, e 6‘53 s S
T W S, B Sowgowoe~’ 8,

“ Cease O lady, from these evil thoughts, by thyself, by thine eyes I

-adjure thee! ,
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144  Paun, areca, and chunam, serve as a medicine
against decay of the teeth, and not to use this s very un-
cleanly

145 When women and men are heated by fulness of
meat, they say that they are tormented by Cupid. DBut
wnen they have no food to eat, what becomes of that god’s
power *

146  When we ardently behold a fair female, we

feel a thrilling fever we are served with madness, 1if she
smiles and shows her bright teeth, the great devil seizes us,

147. It you suffer a low-minded wretch to creep into
your house, you will lament 1t who ever you be If a fly
enter the stomach, will 1t not torment you?

* See 1I, 129,
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148 If a light man gain authority, he will not inquire
who 1s worthy or not, he will overthrow all what should the
shoe-gnawing dog know of the sweetness of the sugarcane?

149 We admire all women without discrimination,
who ever they be, | we melt as gum would do 1n the
flame of destruction this strong cupidity plunges us in
unspeakable troubles

150 Though a woman be a widow, or of a degraded
tribe, her spark * doats upon her, unable to quit her, like
a blind dog that pines after flesh

151 Rice without herbs 1s ungrateful to the guest;
one who 1s out of debt 1s tieredy the more powerful , and
he who 1s free from death, 1s the noblest of the wise

+ 11t Whatever (quuescunque) womcn we see, we cannot ¢steem them
such or such

+ Vitudu or vitaca a beau, rake or gallant, a parumour or lover, wn
“ amons or amoroso,” words by which the Latin term procus 1s explained

in Amnsworth
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152 The misery of poverty is known to God alone.

He who views the poor man and holds him as nought, 1s
no better than a corpse.
W 153 A good deed 1s valued by the good alone how
should the vile sinner perceive its excellence ’ unless you
enter the water (I protest to thee 1) its depth cannot be
known

154 At beholding her face, love arises in the heart,
at viewing money, we are ensnared, we fall wuto the snare;
and all our joints are broken !

155. Bethy cieed or thy prayers what they may,
unless thou have a little truth thou shalt not attain the path
to happiness He who possesses the truth i1s the twice-
born samt.t

® Al XS0 | Sce on verse 143 IDwia. See on verse 96.
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156 To deceive your neighbour, heap up wealth, and
so fill your belly, 1s infamous He who 1s free from all
debts, shall rise lugher than all others in distinction.

157 The base wretch who forms criminal connec-
tions, equally uunstable and infamous, and plays fast and
loose zwzt/e others, shall, lihe a young ass, suddenly be
destroyed.

158 The men of the earth trust to themselves, and
will listen to no feacker of rmighteousness ™ but the
messengers of Pluto  come, and fill them with horror,
rushing upon them to destroy them ah ! how shall they
escape ?

159. Iie who sues for charity, 1s the lowest of men
he who refuses to ask for it, 1s zndependent as a god and
he who bestows nothing, 1s no rich man.

* pharmam + Yama
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160 If by your own misfortune the patron bestows
nothing on you, to revile him out of an evil heart 1s like
abusing the mirror because it reflects your own crooked
nose.

161 He who kills many men, and slays the poor, and
plunders the wvillages to fill his belly, go where he wil),
Yama will find and destroy him

162. If the son be more excellent than the father,
why should we consider which 1s younger and which 1s
the elder , who would esteem Vasudeva higher than /s
supposed son Crishna ?

163. Were you to drink muilk at a tavern, all would
imagine it to be wine so he who stands where he ought
not, will znewvetadly mcur reproach

* Ilerc cnlled by ~veddhe, Vasudev v Some copies read
V) 50):?3335?5 PDDHBY RoWTT.

8
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164  Unless thou free thy mind fiom the love of thy
own I son, or ot gold, or of women, and free thyself trom
such delusion, thou shalt not see God

165 After felling the trees, and walling 1na spot,
and building so large a house, a man 1s pulfed up with
pride , and forgets the ruin that awaits him

166  We reflect not on our coming and going, or on
dying, these we consider inveitable , we rove at random,
like grasshoppers we leap into the flame

® Chema s v mere expletive, or anncarana, and may be translated by
“and the ke or cteeter

t The torms of the verb here used wre unpoeticd, wnd belong to the
colloquial stvle W may, therctore, substitute ﬁi&gﬁﬁﬁ“@;ﬁ 2350 S

B Iaa or e 5\'53\)&6%)6)’31"@&6&&, S -ﬁ‘dbcﬁ::& or else
IWT 2, SHIAI0 B TS VS 2S00,

I Thus expression, canna, prefived to the words father, mother, son, or
daughtcr, implies relation by blood, not by mcre adoption
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167 We take a shin, and form 1t 1nto an elegant
puppet, we make 1t play, and then throw it away But
who can see Him who #at plays with us as puppets ?

168 When the coward beholds the enemy’s army
he flees to save his life But if Yama be enraged who
can oppose him -

169  When his mother or father dies, the son weeps ,
when the husband dies, the wife laments  This, Lowever,
15 selfishness, not real love

170  The source of final happiness 1s inherent in the
heart he 1s a fool who seeks it elsewhere as at foly places
and pilgrunages he s like the shepherd who searched
for the sheep which was 1n his bosom

* Carya vasham, it Subj ction to acts, participation 1n (good) troate
ment,
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171  There 1s no torment greater than that of our
lusts unless thou fix thine eye upon it, thou shalt attamn
no ease and unless thy heart be fixed, thereis no salva-
tion for thee

172 Numerous are those who are ignorant of tatwam
the truth , and few are those who are aware of it  and 1t
1s difficult to perceive who they are that know it

173 He who has truly vanquished his lusts, shall, by
knowing the truth, be converted into truth  Thus shall he
shine illustrious as the exalted Yogt

174. Bemg tor a while entangled in the delusions of
women, he longs to be united to them, and 1s ensnared
He grows aged, and dies, and 1s destroyed by God ~

* The vartions 1 the manuscripts are so numerous 1n this verse, that
1t 1s dafticult to determine what the author intended
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175 A stone 1n the shoe, a gadfly 1in the ear, a mote
in the eye, a thornin the foot, and a quarrel in a family—
Jowever small m theselves are unspeakably tormenting T

176  Is it through atfection that courtezans draw near
to men ¢ They approach you to plunder your property. [f
you sutfer the goddess of death to enter your house, wall
she again quit 1t ?

177 Convert thy corporeal dwelling into a candlestick,
and the propetties of thy nature into a wick , let thy acts
be mstead of oil, and, finally, be illuminated with a certain
divne flame

178 However many modes of worship we reckon ups
no adoration, devoid of faith, 1s of avall  FFaithful homage
1s the only true means of attainment

* Tadbhava, for )(a).‘&-o and on Xpeo. see Lexicon

+ This 1s one of the few verses in which Vemana appears to have inten-
Jed a double sense  The import 1s mystical, though the words are plan
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179 It a lamp be highted 1n a temple, 1s 1t wonderful
that its brightness should fill the whole dome ? Thus shall
the light of wisdom, shining 1n the heart of a saint, illumi-
nate the whole world
180 To what end 1s this toil of pilgrimages to the

confluence of rivers, to holy streams, and round the rocks

of the mountains? They know not that God dwells in
their own body

181 How should the holy saint, who 1s become united
with the divine abode, again be mingled with men ? When
a drop of water 1s converted 1into a pearl, will 1t again
unite with its former wave ?

182 Can an ass comprehend the fragrance of per-
fumes? Does a dogknow good from bad ? Can the light
fool understand the holy separation of him who serves God?
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183 He who at the three times of morn, noon, and
night, delights to worship God 1n spiritual adoration, he
alone 1s absolutely holy devoid of worship, can we attain
the enjoyment of sacred freedom?

184 The fallen wretches who walk 1n a depraved
path, who wear the form of Rudra, ' and still dishonor him,
are like fair women who live 1n adultery

185 Those who mortity their bodies, calling them-
selves saints, are yet unable to cure the impurity of theur
hearts It you merely destroy the outside of a white-ant
hill, will the serpent #iat divells therewn perish?

186 Why should you revile a Pariar when you see
him® this 1s merely unmannerly language. Of what
caste 1s He who speaks in the Panar ? {

* A name of Siva, whose titles 1n most of these verses are equivalent to
the name of the Supreme Being

TAl S"Feowm, 87y e Blow.
1 See notes on Book I, verses 171 and 183
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187. The recluseness of a dog ! the meditations of a
crane | the chanting of an ass ! the bathing of a frog' ah,
why will ye not try to know your own hearts I

188 They read the entire (sastras) institutes, they
transcribe them, these they can understand , but of death
they know nothing ! To what end 1s study that teaches us
not how to die?

189 Why should you collect stones from the hill and
build fine temples to walk about in them? Why torment
yourselves so, while the God, as a living being, constantly
dwells within you?

* Al c&-vgd RBRLHH FE IG5 B0,

+ Here the satirist reviles four of the oirduned religious observances
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190. Through pride, arising partly from burth, partly
from power, and partly from wealth, men follow licentious
studies and fall into sin

191  There 1s but one Lord ot the universe who rules
the world, 1s honour dueto the rest of the Bramhas?
an ape of the woods might as well govetn the earth

192 Better 1s the fumble washerman than the empty
student, better is the house dog than the zuanzmnate house-
hold goddess, and better than all demigods 1s the Lord of
the universe

* KBS, an unauthorised corruption of Kéé-o:; which 1s, I believe,

used by Vemana alone

+ The term “ Bramhas " would seem to be improperly used here for
“ gods " T have heard of but one temple to Bramha, and that was recently
built by Vencatadr:1 Naydu, at Chebol near Guntoor
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193 All this smearing your bodies with holy ashes,
these sectarian decorations on your shoulders, and zuages
dangling from your necks, 1n short, your entire creeds, are
of avail 1n this I world alone, not in the next

194 If you ask azd of one whom 1tis fit to solicit,
and, on his granting 1it, if you redouble your importunity,
and he say I can give no more, if then you be still obsti-
nate zx solictration through cupidity, such conduct 1s
utterly wvile.

195. A womaan who hnows the right time for #zs and
that duty 1s aware of what 1s proper and what1s conveni-
ent} and with joy she recognizes the love of her lord
But how can a courtezan nghtly value the wvirtues of a

husband ?
. &= B, for ]Q - B,
+ Al -{ooé‘.‘r's’uoas{mdra'ﬁocg DAl

1 See note on 1T, 114 This 1s a satire on the lingam worshippers, a
sect who are devoted to Siva
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196 He that s hungry forgets every religious tie, all
purity of heart disappears in the dark,” and pregnancy destroys
all former plumpness of body

197 Why 1s a courtezan like a pair of scales ? Because
she balances daily in favor of those who will give her a penny
more,t

198 He alone can be called beneficent who relieves the
poor and miserable, but 1s he hberal who merely gives to the
rich? He 1s liberal merely for the sake of applause

199, He wears many ornaments and 1s puffed up with
delight that others gaze at him  Surely he 15 unable to know
himself!

* Or, 1ll crimes seem excusable by might
+ This verse wppears 1n manuscripts, but so greatly corrupted by

ignorant transcribers, that the meaning was discovered only after com-
paring them all
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200 If wealth leave us, resolution will not remamn,
and if spint be wanting, wealth 1s nothing I’ossessions
and valor united constitute a king

201 Marriage contracts, given and received with
friendship, shall not lead to decrease, but shall flourish,
spreading as a lotus plant does over the water, blossoming,
budding, and bearing abundant fruit

202  Are riches the 1eal wealth of either the wife or
the husband ? Surely the possession of a son 1s the first of
blessings, and to grow old together 1s the greatest of all
riches

* A fourth line appers 1 some copies

BRo008™ M0 08055 5 63 B,

T I find a series of twelve verses regarding marriage in two copies of
Vemana, but have retained this verse alone, the rest appearing spurious
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203 During life he restrains not his lusts, but when
death approaches he turns recluse unless thou subdue
thy heart, how <halt thou attain release.

204, Reading without understanding, or feelmg that
delight in wisdom which 15 the most refined of all, he 1s
plunged zu zgnorance  How should this man know every
recondite mystery

205, That hght, like the morning star that dwells in
the inmost heart of every man, 15 our refuge What asylum
1s there superior to this illumination ?

206 By dewvoutly repeating the sacred name of Rama
Valmihi the savage 1 became a Bramin, Eminence depends
not upon birth, but virtue

* These expressions have reference to the mystic system
+ Boyu or Nishadq, neatly the same as the Erhelv tube  Tlus 1s re-

lated of himself by the poet i the Ramayani ®88, alster "X"‘_§~
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207 If after acquiring wealth he use 1t not with
Iiberality, how shall the sinner preserve it? Does not the
bee, after storing up its honey, go 1its way, and leave it to

others *°
208 Riches flourish, like the charms of women, for

a season, but rapidly fade away , as moonhght dies when
a cloud passes over the sky.

209 If a woman be as a dwelling prepared for her
husband’s enjoyment, she 1s justly called a wife andif
not so, she 1s but the chief messenger of death

210 As thorns are produced along with the mimosa
tree, springing from the same seed, so does the evil mind
of the stubborn fool grow up along with him.



THE VERSES OF VEMANA BOOK. II 119

TR0 T T, ¥D A, 8D e !
TR AN, K - TURO TV
TR TS T, ¥ oHX, 8D sHXo. D

WY A o, 50Bew 5O AeH;
8 Kz 7o, STEB’S
CPa—

) E %, o 90, D 0.9
K& HED 8‘.6(5 &6"&)\){& Kk

T TR KK B Eow,

e
3'%) BB, BoLdY’ 8 Ko’ K v, D

211. “What poet or what god 1s there free from the
darts of love *” this 1s mere desire, not love of wisdom.

Poets and demigods are all mere libertines

212 What comparison 1n the world 1s there between
a dog and a cow, a hare anda tiger, ora gnat and an
elephant, be 1t as large as 1t may , or between a miser and,
a hiberal man ?

213 When a man his feasted and sits at his case

should he see a woman, he 1s touched with love, the
vigour given by food flls the body with cupidity

» A  DSerode, wd 5T

1 Here, as 1n some other verses, [ huve given rather 1 paraplirise than
a close translation, which would not convey the 1dea wtended The
word Rewz appeirs to be 1 mere echo to Cave [he first line probibly 1s
4 quotation
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214 Through the performing of divine worship 1s
divine enjoyment attained. He who knows the truthis
verilly * as a god But he who has nothing, shall attain
to nothing.

* Tlus intensive 1s unplied by the syllable ¢ added to samudu See
Matth, xu, 12

END OF BOOK II
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BOOK III
1. Inthisiron aget has Vemana, by his celebrity
rendered the farmer tribe honorable, striving to attain to
the Supreme Good, he has dealt forth to all men every
truth he knew
2 Incessantly I did Vemana speak 1n our ears,
saying ‘“Ewvident and manifest 1s the deity , be wise, attain
it, and be for ever happy '’

* In some copies 4 fourth Iine 15 wdded

8PS 2 T DRIMX,

4 Lhe four ges (Yugy) of the worlds Jenominated Crita, [reta,
Dwapry, and i, wewer to the Golden, Silver, Brazen, and Iron ages
spohen of 1n the poets of FFurope

I Literdlly Mihang lus dwelling at our ear  This colloquiil phrase
occurs also in the Mratyanjaya Vilasa, where Rati Devi (Psyche) exclaums,
on the death ot her husbind Cupid,
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3. He who duly restrains his heart, and directs 1t to
the Lord of all, 1s the noblest of his tribe, unless he so
direct 1it, how can he attain to happiness * *

s 14 He that has wisdom shall live for ever, evenin
the final destruction his soul shall not perish at the time
of that destruction he shall be umted to the Great Spint

5 He who 1s a teacher will instruct others regarding
God, T he will plainly reveal the celestial abode, he looks
well to his pupil, and dissipates the darkness of his
ignorance.

* Padave 1s here 1 Telugu word, and distinet from  the sumilar Sans-
kit word

4+ Sec on I, 67
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6 Inthis world riches form the chief objects, on
wealth does the due performance of every duty depend,
virtue 1s the origin of every blessing, and final beatitude
depends on e conduct of our own hearts

7  If thy heart become calm as the breezeless firma-
ment and the unrulfled waveless deep, changeless and

unfluctuating—this 1s denominated freedom !

8 We continually pour water over our bodies, and
wash, feed ? and dress them, how many cares we suffer for
the perishable body !

————— ———

# Ihus lie genenlly stands thus
Ko e Sresn (S 0%,
But to preserve the prist rhy me A™so (the tadbhavy of  X5pe0) sub-

-]
stituted, s dso (‘?’3 ve @)for (&9 1 conjecturil emendation, which
I think thesense requires
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9. Fortune-telling, possession &y a demon, dreams
of sleep, 1dle wishes, and pleasing augunes, with divina-
tions of all sorts, * turn out true or false, as 22 may happen,
who can rely on them ?

10 If thou say of tie divensty that he exists not, he 1s
no more accessible, if thou say he 1s not, then wztk
regard to thee he 1s of no avail, if thou call him thy helper,
he will surely aid thee T

11 If thou stay thy mind firmly on the deity, beati-
tude shall be thine, shall be thine ! if thy heart swerve
even 1n the least I from him, never shall heaven be thy lot

#* Padi vela See on II, 42 and 82

+ A verse the sense of which 1s obscure 1t 1s hardly translateable, the
second line may be rendered differently this negative when placed
absolutely signifying ““ 1t 1s naught or of no avail” Thus canz-vadu 15
an enemy The next verse contuns sumuilar expressions

1 Lit, as much as an ant’s length
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12. Conduct thyself so as to beware of three sins—
disobedience to thy mother, rebellion aganst thy father,
and despising thy elder brother.

13. Avarice and lust are sufficient to ruin any
dominion , all that we have devised shall fail and perish ;
the thoughts of men are one way, and the providence of
God 1s another

14 He who collects grain, precious as gems z @
Jfamane dresses 1t, and liberally distributes that excellent
food, 1s no less than a beneficent deity.

15 As surely as figures added to figures form a total,
so surely shall liberality and beneficence lead to wealth.

* Thys 1s an inelegant form of the verbs



126 B[ fé&g;&xm. 3

&8 S’ HX»’ Y’ $) 02w c'ﬁga,
T B, w0 08 Al ?
EALKH T 00K TSN’ s Be Qo Ok

gox TEHX I8 o H0DE @D,

a8 B’ &), eﬁz:—&’m ? %

zﬁgd 3'F 8O By ¥ _ﬁ%a,

¥5 Fos» B XOR B, oe

s¥e’ ) T8’ Foaw BT,
2l o
FTHIE’ B\BIXT’ KAoin,
5% - DNl 0 TSN’ s B, D QT

16 He whose digestion 1s weak throws away food as
unprofitable, and equally useless are presents made to the
rich

17  Why should a man grieve because he lachs the
wealth which he sees heaped up in the houses of others ?
In his former birth he died without attempting to perform
any charitable act, and now reaps the fruit of that life.

18 To give food to the hungry 1s as mertorious as
offering 1t 1n sacrifice, so great is the chanity of rehieving
the poor

* Al Fxxe~io or Gﬁ:aﬁ’ céo/ for ¢?_“5;’a;  This verse would

seem spurious
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19 Those who have and bestow not (O ye poor !}
shall 1n their next birth not receive even alms. Know and
understand this, 1t 1s evident to all men, say not that you
are deluded ’

20. If a mendicant bestows as alms any part of what
he has received in charity, this renders his begging not das-
graccful, but honourable,

21 The alms that are bestowed without being asked
shall, unsought, return to you, whatever we give, being
asked, so much shall return on our asking and he who
bestows nothing shall receive nothing.

* Here and 1n some other pissages the doctrine of transmigration 1s
Inculcated very strongly We may, however, doubt whether these verses
were written by Vemana, who has elsewhere pointed out the absurdity of
this belief
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22, Ifyou consider your possessions as your own,
fools alone will agree with you That alone 1s yours which
you have bestowed on others, the rest 1s not at your
disposal *

23  If thou consume 1t not thyselt, nor bestow 1t n
charity, but hoard up thy wealth for thy sons, and then die
without pomting out w/hezre 2t 1s bursed, all thy riches shall
fall to the lot of strangers'

24 If you have buried your wealth what good can you,
or your son derive from it? you merely suffer anxiety
regarding it A luckless wretch can never have any real
enjoyment.

.

* See H,75



THE VERSES OF VEMANA. BOOK III 129

TRGE-OEWS, THHVO 870F

S’ 8o Rogs P SHeo 7 ;

TRETE Sy SEKoth BooyTm? D ek
$8 - 28T’ 5 808, K8 yows,

TKS ~ DDRE™ ¥ [S$0K] wntd,

2EWT I KOX 7 %) - wrBowns,

DHOK’ F¥BoD), @fwm =, St
g sngos> WEB B cwE »i

SHBND T - TER Y B,

SHe - T BY 3&&3&, SHe~d.  De _o2
*$Y DY B, ooX 85 eI,

CHBA™ CRBA™ SHEIHT T TS

K% B B KdsHne AR

KA &8 A, X8 B[, N

25. If an unlucky fool should even find the philosopher’s
stone, 1t would never remain 1n his hands, but vanich 1t
would melt away like the hailstones that come with rain

26 If one whose destiny is good be born even of a
luckless father, he will attain to wealth, and by heedfully
benefiting others, shali become mighty

27. Whatever pain we may sutter 1n this life, let us
be careful to escape trom the pains of hell, injure not
others, O men, and hive fo1r ever!

28 He who, without considering his own means,
makes oral promises and deludes you, saying Here 2 zs,
or There, take 22,* and, after fixing a period for payment,
says I will pay you to-morrow, he shall suddenly perish

* The woirds 2dugo wd adrugo appear to belong to the cliss gram=
matically termed Cale  In some manuscupts the veise begins with the

words ¥ Byp-OXE whuch give no clear sense
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29 Beneficence to others shall cover thy sins, 1t
shall be a stay to thee, 1t 1s a means of attaining the world
above , 1t forms a refuge for thee

30 The beggar naturally seeks for the substance of
the wealthy , and that which 1s bestowed on no mendicant
shall perish and those who are ready to perish shall en-
joy that perishing wealth

31. He who values himself on his wealth and bestows
none on others, revelling in riches, shall, in the end,
perish and never see good

32 When a woman has y /ey vertues acquired lasting
celebrity, and men remember her excellence—how can we-
00 highly esteem her devotion to her husband ?

t
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33. He who meditates opposition to virtuous acts, be-
comes an evil doer, and shall perish from the way and he
who thinks upon the spouse ot his preceptor, shall utterly
perish

34 Those utterly worthless wretches who, when they
winnow gram, give away the dregs and scum * as charnty
—shall zn theer next transmagration be born earthworms

35 He who has ceased trom envy, lust, and selfish-
ness, who 1s not agitated by influence of any passion, who
1s benevolent to others and remains 1n the faith to the
Great Spirit—he 1s the perfect man

* The chaft 1t the top and the dirt at the bottom of the sieve Al
TR0 5090y 4, ¢ tares and pebbles
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36 Donation, alms, kindness, truth, wisdom, humility,
valor, resolution, liberality these werfues, 1t they fall to
the share of a prince, constitute the quality denominated
royal *

37 He becomes fat, and wallows 1n the fiauds of his
evil disposition, and emptv slander of others when a
man arrives at the gate of hell, be he who he may, he wil}
suffer the retribution ot this

* Terms belonging to any peculiwr creed or svstem of philosophy
usually convey usense different from that which 1 literal translation  re-
quires  In this verse and some others I have thetefore used 1 shght
ltitude of explanition, leaving the reider to collect the precise import of
the technicd words 1n question from a comparison of various passages

+ The word pora 1s 1n this verse used m several senses such double
meanings (in rhetoric denominated sleska) are used in all the modern
Telugu poets
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38 Those benefactors of mankind who regard the
sick patient shall attain all enjoyment and wealth these
shall not be affected by the sins of their former births,
shall live before God, resounding 7t /Azs praise.

39 Wisdom 1s the teacher the ZJumanrn heart 1s
absolute ignorance , but when we fall into giddy state of
fluctuation between these two prenciples —untl that gidds
ness 15 dissipated, neither of these can be distinguished.

40 From his birth upwards let a man constantly
beware of sin, let him not become degraded to a brute,
but grow old in holiness and attain to bliss

P ROGTREIVY T substituted for —50‘"‘}"&‘*‘@7" which, though

appearing in three manuscripts, gives no clear sense

+ Tlus verb mogu certainly 1s generally wpplied (1s 1 verse 30, Book I)
to nanpimate objects, but 1s also collogurally used, as 1t 15 1 this passage
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41 He whose form 15 universal, who 15 eternal, who
himself witnesses all that passes 1n every heart, who exists
ymmutably throughout the universe, andis free from all
shadow of darkness —this being 1s called God.

42 No man n the world considers truly who he 1s,
alas, he cannot know his whole nature ! how shall man
learn to know himself

43 If a man attain wisdom, his heart will not alter , if
he know the deity, wisdom shall be joned to hm, whaen
the sun 1s seen how shall darkness remain ?
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44  The man that has attained perfection draws no
distinctions between day and night, the mind and umver-
sal nature, or himself and another man *

45 Neither 1n earth nor metal, wood or stone, paint-
ed walls, or images, does that Great Spirit reside so as to
be perceiwved.

46 He alone among the sons of men ments the ttle
of “saint’” (yogi ) who knows the deity that dwells 1n his
heart , know thyselt, and thou shalt become the deity

47 Ignorant of the greatness of Him who dwells in a
word,f and heedless of our words, we are snared in our
lusts He who can trulvy comprehend this word 1s the real
saint

* [ osing Jl mdividudity by becoming resolved mto the universe
15 2 leading doctine i the Ve It creed
+ Yogi, generally triasluted kermat, or recluse, being dernved from
yuge, unon, imphcs one who 15 united to the weity, by the particular act
of meditation denomn ited yogam
TThese and stmilr mystic expressions ippertun to the Vedanti system
of theology, from their obscunty they dmit of severil nterpretations
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48. That which 1s cast and sown 1s called seed, by
being sown 1t becomes a tree , and by the gradual acquisi-
tion of wisdom, a man becomes part of the deity

49. 1f they seea man of property, women will lay
their very vests for his feet to walk on, but if they meet
one who has lost lus possessions, they hold him no better
than a walking corpse

50 Jf eaten out of due time even food turns to
poison, if we even see 1t with the eye we loath 1t , what-
ever you eat with disgust 1s fatal as venom,

51 In its due season food 1s refreshing as ambrosia,

and appears agreeable to the eye, but 1f 1t disagrees with
us, 1t 1s poison,
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52. Those who will bestow nothing in charity, who
consume not their riches but pine for more, shall perish

without enjoying any comfort

53. At the death of his son-in-law a man grieves in
soul , at his son’s death he 1s plunged in sorrow, but
when a good man dies the whole world grieves as though

on the pownt of perishing

54, After learning all other branches of wisdom men
remain ignorant that they are to die and be 1eproduced
alas they perish without knowing any thing of wpending

destruction.
10
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53 They possess no foresight before evil actually
touches them, until they fall, they know not that they are
shpping these are subjects for punishment, not for mercy :
how unwise are all the men of the earth '

56 Even the poison-nut, the &:¢/¢7 maigosa, and the
rest are useful as drugs , but the unfeeling vile wretch 1s
utterly unprofitable.

57 Where the king 1s an ape, his ministers are mere
swine , where the general 1s a chicken, his troops are mere
cattle , his elephants and horses are no better than mice
and cats setn array

* Al 5‘25 and 8“:333 The word given 1n the teit 1s peculiar to the

western districts
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58. Ifyou abuse a man he will cuff you, if you
thump him, he will thrash you, and next follow murder ,*
anger 1s the greatest ot sins, 1t leads to manslaying

39 Through anger we sufter degradation , wrath leads
to gnef, repress anger, and all thy wishes shall be
attained

60 By means of anger does hell become our Iot
through anger 1s every good quality diminished , by anger
1s life shortened

61 A man of delicacy will <peak in conformity to
what the hing says ,on no occasion will he be putfed up
wuth pride  should he exalt himself, he 1s pernicious as a
demon, and shall gain nothing, either more or less.

* Tat  If he strikes, I luto will take possession In the end of the lats
Lines Dwya-hatye sometimes oceur,



140 REH] Sesgasnen, 3,

ﬂ*&o—égﬁao& BoBBoDS T,

S @e B0z DB D0,

¥R, ’?“8?@0“6} ¥ (DS T80,
FEOETRY o § - 5% Bid. Lo
[$8X] B B, woidPHS K= ;

SOA B By, WM Sy ;

SEK Too TF, $EIB 85T D &3
Rey SEBS K, IR [T] Sy;

ey dABS, Ky, Y K0y T ;

Kooty SEHD §) oHoXD oy, D
3550 T SH R T I EO0WT,

85y BOWD®, 88 W) BN,

K530 TR Boo, KOIH Fgcaw. O %

62, He who retains men of prudence and virtue 1n his
service, and acts so as to gain the goodwill of men, and
1s beneficent ¢venz to his enemues, 1s the well grounded
aspirant after beatitude

63 Poverty makes a man’s relations his foes, by
poverty we fail of attaining heaven , and through want we
lose credit with the Jender

64. If yousay “I know how to conduct myself,”" this
will lead to ignorance If you say “ Iam humble,” this 15
no humilty If you say “I can manage the matter,” you
will, zhrough pride, fail of 1t,

65. When a man falls into the fierce flame of poverty
he himself perishes and ruins every one near him, poverty
indeed 1s looked upon as abdsolutely asin!
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06 The strength ot the farmer constitutes the power
of the Carnam , and the might of the Carnam increases
that ot the farmer all that the Carnam enjoys ornginates
in the farmer

67 So these two men are the doers of all that 1s
effected 1w the village 1t both ot them continue watchful,
they are powerful as a two headed eagle , 7 inseparable,
they shall prosper

68 When a man has attained  #oives and dominion,
if he does not succour the poor and ruined, of what profit
is his influence or lus existence ?

* [Plus term neuly answers to our old word 7 ecme, o1 head borongh.

Ile 15 the villge wcountnt )
A gufﬁ{r’l, orroc cretures alluded to m the Arabiin Nights
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69 He who allows himself to be plundered 1 at
once called a great benefactor , but those that plunder
him are offenders , he who protects others 1s the best of
men , but he who forfeits his aid 15 no better than a
brute.

70. He who imagines he has yet a long life before
him, the fool who, while living, knows not himself, when
he perishes shall suddenly feel #he punisiiments mcarred
i his previous transmigrations

71 He who becomes converted into the first of all
beings, who duly weighs #ie claracteristic propetties, and
receives light from the deity like the reflection of the <un
in water, after #is m01tals vessel breaks, shall be re-
united to the universal deity

* Al (@aﬁ. T o
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72 Young men trample on the conduct they formerly
practised, and adopt new maunners. They bid their mother
begone; they alllict her, and give their wealth to strange
women.

73. It he depart fiom the rules of kith and kin, of rule
and custom, he <hall suiter nusery, 1t shall not depart from
him, and should he at first elude 1t, it will befall him in
decrepit old age.

74 To sport with fire, or with a light man, with your
neighbour’s wite, or with a fallen wretch—all tends to
death

* Tom

1 This 1 the Zoteostr metre 1The tianslation as paraphristic The
creed here inculcted tewhes that, as every vessel contuns 1 portion of
the universe, which, After 2 temporuy sep wration, 15 re united to the great
whole so spirits, when rele ised from the body, are 1gun mingled with the
ety
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753 Those who restrain their hearts, and Lnow the
great secret, shall effectually behold the abode of bliss,
shall not he who plants a tree, 1eap 1ts fruit

76  To know one’s self1s the chief object, “ 15 there
any other who can explain this to us’ It we know not
ourselves, none can teach us.

77. The good ate rarely found , the wicked are as
numerous as you will, as gold 1> mote rate than dust

78 If you learn to speak acceptably, and to melt the
heart of your piotector, and addreshim so as to gain his
goodwill, you will succeed , but will empty words obtain
you any good ?

* Tatvam.
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79 Some animals are born from eggs, all reptiles
are produced from <pawn,{and some living beings
originate 1n sweat

80 Tood in excess causes death, and too great absti-
nence endangcrs hite, food, then, 1s the origin of life and
death

81 Till hus lusts are quelled, no man can be f{reed
from earthly ties  until he 15 thus freed he 15 no hermut .t
unless thou become n ascetic, thy lusts shall not be
destroyed

82  The lung that wishes to slay you will cherish you
hberally he shows kindness to those eremies he hopes to
destroy like a snahe tuat lies in wait will he conceal /kas
destgns.

®Vey oda, hterally “\Why ase 4 thousand @ gune 1ty +This word
the levicons interpret 1s 2 bubble, but a difterent sensc 15 here requisite.
1 Vune, 1 hermit or wcetic  mote hterally, 1 monk or 1ecluse (Gi.
manachns, one who lives alone) The root of the woird munz 1s obscure
but the dertvative ¢ maunam, silence, ticiturity,” gives the 1det
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83 As the corrupt parts 1 a sugar-cane must be
removed before st can be eaten, so the trattor must be
removed from a palace befoic others can be at ease

84  \When he 15 1n poverty he reproaches Providence
when he has wealth, what does he care about the deity ,
patience 1s the proper means of umting the soul to God

83 Let a man study astrology as much as he wily, s
fate 15 known to God alone

86 Thev who know themselves know the Divimity ,
if they know not thee, they shall never stand , 1f they
know not the true nature ot ihis delusive hfe, they shall
turn to dust

* A] KOS wiich gives no clear meaning
+ A colloqual form, for ﬁbdfas’dﬁ)f& She 15 150 Bm() for B0E

n verses 85 and 87
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87  \When men <ee him who 15 of heavenly mind, they
imagine him to be like themselves, his Indden nature
being imperceptible  If thus <rared i delusions, how
can you leain the secrct

88 He who knows the abode whete Thou dwellest,
will walk 1n no earthly path, his foot shall not stumble,
and soon shall he attain

89  While Thou remainest ef/na/, nothing else
shall abide , that which seemss #0 last 1s flecting as the
murage , Thou alone art real, all else 1s delusion

90 He who 1s not onginally marked with the seal
ot wisdom, and remains 1gnorant of 1ts nature, becomes
a fool Itis a jest to suppose that he will .n muddle life
(/mt’uem /urt/z and death) attain to 1t

—— —— — -

. omp ue verse 79
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91 Sweet as the cuchoo  waibling in a garden are
the charming words ot the wise , but the words ot suners
are vile a~ the cawing of a crow

92  \When even a hon 1s emactated, even a starved
dog can totmcnt him, when we are powerless all our
undertahings ate vamn

93 Iichle fools 1maaqine themselves wise, void of
understanding, they know not themselves ,they are
bewildered as in a thick foiest.

94 What does a heredsman know of vice and
virtue 7 The perfect sage alone can discriminate thems.
How can metals be welded unless we know their nature?
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95. He who tudies the sayings of the ancient, hut
fails when he tries to practise accoiding to them, 15 like a
fox that streaks wtself in eanpty wntotion of a tiger.

96 \What ha~ he, who 15 united to wisdom, to do
with incongruous friendship > \What has he, who speaks
to the purpose, to do with circumvention ?  What has
a hypocnite to  do with faithfulness to a teacher or a
deity °

97 By hearing of her he desires to sec her , if he
sees ber he wishes to possess the maiden by seeing her
he becomes agitated with love surely <trong love
great musery !

#  lor W\90.

Is

F  Tlis appears to be tianslated from a veise of Bhautr Ilan

Q%SC")'T‘»‘ 66{)5?&\«3 AU AT I
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98 He who learns to-day, to-morrow, or the next
day to restrain his heart 1s the hest of men, Siva 1s the
lord and master, why should ye sorrow?

99. Let u- forget every sinful connection, let us
forget every contention and the faults of others , but never
let us forget the good done to us

100  What did he bring with him into the world
when he was born ? and what can he carry with him
when he dies ? where shall he go and where will s
wealth go ?
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101 The demigods themselves * were not free from
the foulness of the belly and spittle 1n the mouth , but if
thou know the truth, 1t shall render thee victorious

102 He who has cut off his lusts, and quenched
their fire, who has bound his lowns, crushed his anger, and
given up eveny desire—this 1s the only tr1e hermit.

103 Why argue about the worth of what 1s worth-
less?  Why honour him who 1s devoid of sense? Of
what use 1s a formula Ordained by a fool ?

—_——_—

* lhe Hindu moralists vers see often wste their satire upon human
mfirmities, and many verses cf a sunilar tendency have been onutted 1
the present volume
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104 Those musers who strave themselves and place
a dragon's crestas a  guard over their treasures I and
bury them 1na the earth , after ziey dee and are burnt shall
fall into the hand of Pluto.

105 He who does not resolve to quit his mortal
dwelling without a inurmur, and to think on the deity
when life 15 deparung , how <should he who at #hat tiue
is agitated with uncertainty attain to heaven ?

PR SRS Y~

+ Demnve from X)¥*0 1 house

1 Thedet that hidden trewsures were guuded by diagon occurs
in several [.iwtin authors ,in particulr Phadius (Book 1v,, fable 19)
It 1s also alluded to 1n the \icrumarca, 2 Telugu poem, wiitten by
Zaccaya, 1n eight books  tlus 15 1 work of considerble ments, ind part-
cularly useful to a beginner 1n the language
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1066 A dog stinctively recognizes the kindness shown
to 1t, how base i1s the man who feels not the good that s
done to him,

107. When you talk with the base or with women,
with youths or with a ruler, with the wise or with a sacrile-
gious wietch, be on your guard and speak discreetly

108 Whether you speak with the great or with you
companions respect and consideration are equally neces-
sary, or evil will befall you, and you wili lose your
respectability
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109 Occasional requests do not nake a man a
hegger, and he 1s no benetiwctor who does not often
relieve. There are degrees of more and less between
various ashers and givers

110  Our parents, those who aie in poverty, the
humble dependant who relies on us, and the ruler are to
be treated with iear and reverence this <hall gain for us
t'us world and the next

111 “Thou art defiled and unclean, touch me not,’"
they cry  what Lunits ate there to defilement > what 1s its
source ** all human bodies are equally unclean defilement
1s born with ourselves in the body

* Thitis Whe-e s the line to be drawn as to whitis and what s
not defilument
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112 IIe will bestow nothing on others, though advised
to do so, he cannot ¢ive, and 1s ipexorable V.l the
covetous wiet(n, who Jumself lLives on bran, give food to
uthers?

113  When a rumed destitute enters the house of a
henevolent man, he will be rcheved and made to hive such
was the conduct of Rama to Viblushana

114. Tt easy to leel pleasure 1n the conversation of
the learned , but it 1s more hard to extend the hand and
give a farthing  he can easily dvise others to he uberal,
but cannot become so himself.

® 1his verse id severd oth 1o that dlude to the madonts i the
Rumyana do not resemble the genaalstyle of Vemny, and perhps were
not composcd by lum
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115  The evil heart that departs from uprightness and
truth shall never see any good. He thatis puie of heart
shall be converted into Thy form

116 By want of wealth even caste becomes degraded ,
all fame 15 blotted out by want of wealth , poverty leads to
the loss of punty, and puts an end to respectability

117. When a man becomes poor, his very sons find
fault with him , when he loses his fortune, his wife up-
braids him, a poor man 1s thought utterly intolerable

118 Who are those that die * who are the immortal ?
who are those who participate both in death and im-
mortality > Judge freely and perceive the truth #2e body
perishes, but e sou surveves

* BH%oD0 substituted fo1 NBEOD0 “ own form,” which 1s obscute

1'()-51)9)33 appears to be dernved fromaﬁéﬂ‘b to wluch 1t 1s cquivalent
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119 \Who are those who live * who are thev who live
oot (fo any useful purpose) > which are they (manimnate
beurgs) which can neither besaid to live or the contrary.
Inquire and examine of these.

120 Who are the liberal and the 1liiberal * who 1s the
inexorable zser that will not ellectually relive the poor?
consider and know this without erring

121  Who are the born and the unborn? what are
those that are born and those that are unborn * * discern
well that which 1s born and that which 1s not born,

122 Who are those that bind and bind not ? who are
the fools who neither preserve nor preserve not have
€yes and discern this

* The body and the spint
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123 He who knows the fruit i of these five
verses who aids, 1s born, stores up, hves, and dies, shall
be wise and perfect

124 Those who have anger in the nostrils, with
desire and avarice i  excess, shall, through prodigious
cruelty and through harsh conduct, fall mto the hand of
Pluto and perish

123  The saint who posesses a 7¢/7gzcus  heart shall
shine as a god, but the hypociite shall perish as a grass-
hopper , the steadfast saint will resemble Thee

+ Panchaca, « collection of e, awhgam, the future result These
verses hive been preserved W charictenstic ot the wthor, rather than for
tha mtimsic value  The mystic mewming 15 expluned in severid wns
In the book ot Proverds (pirticulatly chap ) we meet with several
P !;\'12‘(*\ written 1n this style

Rash, fury, &% .20 19 derived from 31‘)’580 mdgs‘z,_m, from

¥ 6:,_"0.
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126 If a man in this lile be not a doer of good , 1if
through pride he cannot see with his eyes—if he look upon
the poor man as beneath him, he shall never see heaven, but
shall fall into the pat

127  The sick man feels for the sick , and verily when
he views the patient, the copper he gives him shall turn to

old
£ 128 If, ignorant of his own powers, and those of his
opponenta man blusters and indulges in wrath, he i1s like a
bear performing the torch dance, 2z whiech he will of course
be burnt

129 A fool who knows not rights from wrong, if he
passes a judgment upon wise men, 1s like a dog barking
against a lion

* Mriga-pa the lord of anumals, the hion
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130 The good man will correct the errors and
omissions of the ignorant, while the wicked man finds
fault even with what 1s right

131 The man who relieves the poverty of the sick
and destitute shall be honored evenin this life  but who
can tell the happiness he shall enjoy 1n the next world ?

132, What does the miscreant care for relieving others ?
Can the sinner ever attain to the path of faith > What cana
wicked wretch know of <piritual truth ?

133. Whether his wealth be derived from the estate of
his father, from a relation, or from any others—he alone
can be considered virtuous who freely and affectionately
bestows 1t on the poor.

*One manuscript adds 20:” sa%o, 40 8Pue B,
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134 Every man may give of his own, and this 1s no
great matter to any one, he alone can be called liberal
who without hesitation takes the property of others and
bestows 1t 1n gilts

135 Why should a man of resolution hesitate
because the property bhelongs to another? By bestowing
it in charity 1t becomes his own what can be done to
him ? the thunderbolt talls zznocuous at his feet

136 Whatcver riches have been accumulated either
by evil devices, by theit, by fraud, or by any rash act,}
whoever has hereby become 11ch, shall still be happy if he
bestows much on the poor.

* Ihe prinaiple mculcited i1 this wd the next verses 1v also  tound
the laws of Manu  Vemana perhips 1s not the wthor of these pussiges.
+ Sahasam , umpetuosity, richness, imprudence,
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137 When a man has found a superior spiritual
teacher, he shall show him happiness, as dustinctly as
Zhougl 2t woere 1 the palm ot his hand  but the creature
that 1s putted up with abundant wealth shall never know
happiness , he shall fall into the hand of Pluto

138 They who have children, wives, and great
relations , who rely much on their possessions and their
mortal bodies, delighting 1n them, but all are momen-
tarily perishable , they know it not who can teach this to
them ?

139 Ifa prudent man i1s 1n any honorable employ-
ment, let him, while he 1s in prosperity, do good to others
and relieve his neighbours

* One MS adds T¥y) 33 B8 5 B
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140 It 1s a very base act to pawn silken vestments
or jewels , no man whatever ought to use such pledges ,
if used, they are 1n a certain degree injured I

141. Letus listen to the histories of those who have
lived of old, and attentively read the holy legends®
regarding those who are dead let us live accordingly the

gods themselves know not what shall nereafter happen

* Funya cathe  +legend the perusal ot whuch 1s v meritor 10ars act

T Anenmesh , 4 god , iterally, one whose eyelids do not move The
gods ue represented by stitues or pic ures, the eyehds of which are
of course hined , and this nune I nmagine to onginate 1n that circum.
stance

1 Several verses of 1 similar tendency are here omitted, as they appear
to be spurious  The present one seems to be translated fiom the Digest
of Hindu Law, part I, chap II, section L\ See Colebrooke s Trans-
lation,vol 1 p 109
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142  Those who enjoy wealth,” those who laud 1,
and those who long for 1t, look upon him as a superior
who abstains from 1t

143  If the song suit the occasion, however incorrect,
it 1s acceptable T Where love exists, ovnament 1s siper-
Jfuous.

144 Ile who can look wupon gold and upon the
charms of women with equal indifference, shall bhe
pralsed as the most perfect of men

® The \\()rd puwa, literlly yellow, o~ said to be sometimes used for
gold , but the prescnt versc 15 the only instance i which I hve neet
with 1t Compre verse 148

F Ihis verse appers to be translhited from the  following, by Pwdite
Rayalu —
W3PS LDV

Rgan £al v B L5 BT RE 0
t 84T B0
P AFIIT Y S S0 8,
In the thurd hne, &33) naked 15 often written %)26 wluch «<ignifies

bSlooming  The former word 15 nearly peculiar to the western districts,
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145  If the wife delights in what pleases her husband,
and if the married pair are united as one, this leads to
perfect purity  The duties of man and wife /lead to dels-
verance from sut, this shall form a means whereby they
shall be united to the great spirit, #2as s of mmcomparable
peifection ®

146 Jmpeiceptidle as an 1n the sky, and fire 1n wood,
does the first ot beings freely pervade the world, and shine
independent ot others |

147. By reason of the stoutness of hus body he trusts
that he shall never see death , through fatness of flesh he
fails of seeing the truth , by attachment to pleasure he can
see no holiness

* The greut ol)sumt) ot tlus verse toquies L puaphistic trnslation
4 This puncple s becun e hibited nmany forms e the present wthor

Dcusest, quodeunque vides, quocunque mover 1s
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148 It you kill quickstlver” and buin it thotoughly,
and puattly 1t, there 1s no better mode of discovering the
philosopher s stone

149  The talebearer 1s the associate of the vidlun, a
stripling 15 a f1t minister for an mflexible king, anl the
monhey 1s the only companion for the baboon

130 He 1s boin 1in sorrow and hves 1n sorrow , he
dies 1n sorrow and goes down o the grave surely there 15
no griet greater then that sutfered by man

151  To reframn from grieving others 15 as meritorious
as sustaining the poor and to keep {rom injuring men 1s
as good a deed as marriage

* Liupu lmmlly 15 whiteness, compire v se 142 severil moie verses
on stmilur subjects awre here omutted For o we might better  read

LAY CToLA)
S to rectify
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152 Those who roam o other lands in pilgrimnag: to
ind the God that dwells within them are like a shepherd
who searches in lus flock for the sheep he has under
his arm

133 Who behaves himselt more cautiously than a
madman ? who assumes more modest airs than a poor
widow ? and who 15 so strict i rehigious rites as the
worthless ?

154+ He constantly stretches out us hand to seize hus
neighbour’s wealth, and dcvoid ot all truth he hecomes a
roving debauchee So entizely wortnless he stll calls
himself twiceborn!

155 If you have missed your opportumty, it 1s best
to lay aside all pretences, and pass ycur time privately.
Did not Arjuna, when unsuccessful, enter 1nto the service
of Virata?

Al TR + An Ulusion to a i the Mahablrata
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156 Rama left his spouse at home, and went {0 seek
the antelope sent to delnde iz ' Yet where 1s there one of
sounder judgment than Rama > 1n the time of misforturne a
man 1s subject to such temptations '

157. On the day when Lanca fell, the kingdom was

plundered by an army of apes'! When one 1s 1n ill luck,
the weakest foe 1s sufficient to destroy us!

158 Therace of Raghu w.s prosperous in conse-
quence of the birth of Rama therein, while the birth of
Duryodhana ruined his entire tribe The causes of all
good and evil 1n a family are easily perceived.
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159 The spider that wove its web over Siva 2o
conceal o then he fled was rewarded with superior
instinct  yet of what avail was its worthless weaving ?
Faith will render any work acceptable.

160 Even so clear-sighted a <age as Sucrachari, by
failing to restrain his curiosity, lost an eye, and wa$S
reduced to the condition of a crow T

161 e who truly knows the name that contains five
syllables I shall become all wise , he shall never know
dishonot, and, while walking 1n this earth, shall be
changed into the deity

®*lor DR In many Telugu “ogla g 1> Commutable into v So
2R, D 8D, TXew, Ddw, 8K, 85, WL, WP, g

4 Ihe legends hete teferred to occurin the Bhagavath and the Ramn-
yana  From its patticulir action when loohing at any object, the crow s

mgined by the [lindus to hiwve but one eyt
1 Tlusis the nime Namasiwaya, one of the most scued titles of the

Supreme Bemng
12
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162 They whe are born Sudras, and vyet revile
Sudras , who hold themselves twice born, and rely on that
title , still, if unable to restrain their hearts, are the lowest
of Sudras.

163. His forehead | 1s that of a worshipper, his
mouth that of a wolf, and his heart that ot a roaming
demon 1s he so shameless as to say he has learnt of the
divinity ?

164 If a man still has 1 his heart the principles
of a Pariar, and yet scorns Parias, how should he become
twiceborn while devoid of every good quality ?

* Every son of 1 Brumin 1s considered a Sudri until the ceremony of
upwnnyanam 15 performed, whereby children are inttoduced inte the caste.
4 Alluding to the scctarial mark worn on the forehead
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165 There 1s no sin greater than that of falsehood -
this 1s an abomination perpetually | in the mouth what
vagabonds are several who call themselves twice-born !

166 The lords of the earth f say, “ We are pure,
we are learned 1n the scriptures, ' they scorn all who are
an their natural state. [ruly the poorest palmer 1s better
than such boasters.

167. The Brahmin, when he has assumed a particular
garb, imagines he 1s no Sudra 1s 1t not strange that his
braminhood perishes when he dies?

* This elision 15 hete unnecessary  See the G rammar of Ninnay2 Bhatt
Scetion fin
+ &0 oy or DR vgr these two words ire mere evpletives to fill the

metre , they e sometimes explamned duly, lways
1 That 15, Brahmums who have tlus  title
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168 You call yourself a Somayaji” and wear a
particular dress why ? because you have roasted and
eaten flesh | what are you the better for calling yourself

a Bramin ?

169 Those who 1magine themselves twice-born so
walk as proves them unable, through thei~ Light minds,
to see the hidden spirit  This 1s a witness that they are
going to the realm of Pluto

170 Will the application of white ashes do away
the smell of a winepot? Waill a cord cast over your neck
make you twice born

* One who hus petformed the yagnya sac uficc 15 thus styvled, at that
ceremony 1 goat 1sroisted, and every Brimin who 1ssists in the nite s
obliged to eat of the flesh

4+ Alluding to the white ashes (called vibhuti) with which Biamuns and
others p unt their bodies  The cord here mentioncd 15 the briminieat

thread
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171 If he forget the nature of his body which 1s
«omposed of fesk and blood, and pride himself on the title
of “twice-born,”” will death and hell hereby lose their
power over him ?

172 What are you the better for smearing your body
with sacred ashes? your thoughts should be set on God
alone , otherwise an ass can wallow 1n dirt as well as you!

173 Even a goat can attain to such “ corporeal per-
fection "'* as consists 1n living on leaves how apt men are
to fall into foolish whims !

174 Bald heads ' matted lochs ! daubing with ashes,
harangues, postures, and a rehigious garb' No man 1sa
saint who 1s not pure within

* The techmical term for the state to which those hope to attain who
Tive 1n forests as hermits
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175  Sanpasis acquaint themselves with particular
words and vests , they wear a brick-red garb and shaven
pates, on these they pride themselves, their heads look
very pure, but are their hearts so ?

176  You bend your legs and arms accordung to 1ule,
and fill your bodies with airy kolding your bieath , some-
times crawling and again standing  The religious postures
are mere tricks that are learnt

177 He who assumes a tinted cloak and imitates
great hermuts, laying aside every external wi<h, he who
pretends to walk this 1s the hypocnitical Sanyasz!

178. The sons of this iron age* are unable to attain
to heaven, they vex their bodies with austere penance !
why ? they are ignorant of the truth

* Cahiyuga
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179  1f he leaves his house and his wife, binds his
loins with 1ron, and gives up all mchnations for meal and
drink, 1t he chooses to live 1n solitude, will this gain him
heaven?

180 How should those who adore the lving
principle | still honor images made of stone > who that
has tasted honey will again taste poison

181 O ye senseless creatures, who bow down to
stones 1magining that the deity exists theren ! cease from
these 1deas 1t may be in living beings, but what 1s there
n a stone ?

182 A man makes a stone image, and sets it up in
dignity, and worships 1t' he 1s devoid of sense. He
cannot comprehend the deity that dwells witbin him!

TTe Al Boh =3p593.
F Lwmgam Literallv, a feature, characteristic or discrimnative mark
stch as that of gender  Metaphorically a prenciple of nature or belief
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183 The term ““ Zangam " 1s a mere denomination :
faith forms the tie (Jetiween lizmt and the deity)—no more.
It 1s a qualified state of being  this 1s the tenet ordained

Jor our belzef This man has erred he knows not the
inscrutable *

184 Those who embrace the Embari T sect eat flesh,
change their names and drink wine they transgress the
lines of consanguinity and become the portion of the grave.

185 Itis good to forsake tribe and caste and become
a hermit what is the good of instruction so long as you
retamn your caste ? Itis base, after embracing a creed, to
hesitate about giving up caste.

* Thus and a few other verses are allowed a place in the present volume,
as specumens of the mystic theories inculculated by tins witer, and admired
by those who 1magine them intelligible

+ Or Satam1 one species of dissenters from the common faith of the
Thindus
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186. As pieces of wood of vartous Ainds, when
formed 1nto a ship, are no longer distingursied by therr
names and thewr interior qualities are undistinguished ;
so after entering the Zangam sect, a man's former caste
1s forgotten

187 The books that are called the Vedas are like
courtezans, deluding men, and wholly unintelligible , but
the hidden knowledge of God, 1s like an honourable wife.

188 What are you the better for listening to the
Vedas and Sastras ¢ you roam fiom house to house, and
then die. Learn the greatness of God, and venly you
shall live

189. Your religious rntes, however numerous, are
mere entanglements these give you no power to loose
the bondage of the soul He alone i1s a saint who has
obtained freedom
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190 The daily prayers and the braminical cord are
wanting both at birth and at the time of death his
mother never enjoyed either of these, and 1t Ins mother
be a Sudra, how can he be a Brahmin * *

191  You call it “food for your ancestors,” but you
call the crows together, with all kindness, and give 1t to
them, ye formal protessors ' what 1s the ¢ood of chanty
to crows ? give rather to good men ?

192 O ye asses ' why do you make balls of food and
give them to the crows in the name of your ancestors ?
How can a dung-eating crow be an ancestor of yours?

# The ceremony of upanayanam 1s never pcrformed upon femile
children of Brahmins, who thus are, says Vemana no better than Sudras
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193 Shaven heads, and a dress of white woollen,
smearing with ashes, and disgusting bodies ' Truly such
habiliments are used for the sake ot the belly alone !

194 A rug, bells,anclets, bald pates, and a dyed vest !
these are in<utficient for the worship of God who 15 a
spirit

195 e who walks notin self demial 1n s heart,
and only prides himself on the grace of a shaven head,
lives for the <ake ot his belly, with an evil mind

196 A breviary, matted lochs, a tiger skin, a staff,
a rehquary, ; and so forth , he merely has the trouble
of carrying these about, they can never etfect his
salvation,

* Al egﬂ-é)cx.-@ma.

4+ More liter ly, a pouch or knapsach wherein the implements us ed:
1 worship are carried \bout  “And so forth’ it for ten lacls
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197 It they heart be set aright, whatis the good* of
regular ordination as a monk  Scholars are 1gnorant of
this, that the heart 1s the only basis of salvation

198 Religion that consists 1n contriving various

postures and twisting the limbs 1s just one straw inferior
t0 the exercises of the wrestler

199 The wretched ascetic pushes out his belly,
winhks his eyes, and strains with all his body' He s hike a
sheep bound for sacniice, and no better !

Al 8o ‘Dhnking with the eves'’ contructed, for the sake  of
H3on,
W

+ Lat Hasa hermit rons > Horns bemng considercd, s unong the
Juws, marhs of power or dignity

the metre anto
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200 Be not like those haughty monks who imagine
that by #ie gestures appointed for respiration, inspiration,
and retention of the breath, they have attained to wisdom
In the absence of inward vision boast not of mere oral
divinity

201  Why bow and fall down 2z worship? will the
hard stone in the temple change its nature? The true
temple 1s the body, the soul s the god therein, empty 1s
the worship ye pay to these worthless stone

202  Why collect slabs of marble, bui'd temples with
them, and delight to worship stones ? What profit have you
of adoring a stone?
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*11203 He that fasts shall become wn s nexrt birth a
village pig, he that embraces poverty shall become a beggar,
and he that bows to a stone shall become like a lifeless 1mage.

204 False s the creed of those who hold that 1t 1s profit-
able to renounce the present life cannot ye see that eternal
existence commences 1n this life

205 The deity bestows on us that alone which 1s destined
tous what we gainis the result not of fate but our own
conduct Bramha 1s indeed the author of destiny, but we are
the agents ourselves 1n all we do, and shall be' rewarded or
punished accordingly

#206 Be he an evil doer, or a reviler, spiteful, or unlearn-

ed, * if he 1s destitute 1t 1s fit to bestow almson him but
what 1s the good of giving to those who already possess

*0r antisscriptural
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207. The fool says “I know, I have learned'” he
slavishly follows the creed of works He cannot see the
truth when 1t 1s plainly revealed to him.

208 The teacher who has ez Ais own esteem: become
pure, and yet has not devoted his entire heart to God, 1s
the vilest of 1nstructors he 1s like him who should
attempt to ride the ring on a blind horse.

209. Like as a woman who fixes her hearton a
strange man, treats her husband with wheedling fondness ;
so does the devotee nourish his body—not for uts own sake,
but with a view to attaining the next world

210. Ignorant that the living principle exists in your
body, why do you search imagining that 1t 1s to be found
elsewhere ! ye are like one who, while the sun shines,
should search with a lamp.
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211 It s not fo be found by study, 1t 1s not in royal
courts, neither in disputations nor in drawing distinctions
in the divinity according to discordant creeds ye cannot
perceive the great object, though i itself evident

212. He who sees that all men must die, and, knowing
death 1s certain, fixes his soul in meditation on the divine
essence , who 15 tree from fear and alarm, by the force ot
wisdom—this 1s the perfect man.

213 Just as a showman plays his puppets, while he
lies hidden, so does the deity, while he conceals himself,
admirably govern men

214 If a man meditates adultery with the wife of his
neighbour, when he gazes at her, all the fruits of his
former good deeds, however numerous, shall melt away, as
surely as butter in the heat of fire
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215  All acts that are performed T under a false guise
are but patis leading to death why s all this labour
undergone to fill the belly ?

216. He who 1s devoid of punity of speech 1s no better
Zian a Pariar to what end 1s liberality devoid of affection? he
1s 1n his forehead a worshipper, but 1n his mouth a wolf 1

217 If we carefully observe and examine the universe,
we shall see that all castes equally originated therein then
all are equal, surely all men are brothers ?

218. What matters food, or caste, or country, so as

to affect our bodies ? Surely the trouble men take adout
caste 1s all ndiculous !

* For &‘ﬁ’c‘é”, the mundane egg.

+ The word seta, answering to panz, work, 1s used colloquinlly instead
of the gerund form

So ”f‘:’—'é.""{’og—:”aﬁmx’ 1s the same 15 WRR0SHH,
1 Sece verse 193 and note

13
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219  They cinnot percerve mn this iron age that the res-
pectability ot all men 2z 1¢gasd of caste 1s the same  The
blustering fool looks upon no one as tus equal, and scorns
all men

220 Consider, 1s any one caste superior to the rest?
what 15 the use of living without understanding ?> the man
vl understanding may be born i any tribe whatever.

221  What s the profit of turning rehgious at the
time of death, as if your former state were thereby altered ?
your sins rcmain unchanged and you are none the better

222 He leaves the towns and willages, and un-
weariedly roams the wilds, as though this were any
extraordinary ment, how shall the simpleton who feeds
on roots and herbs attain to the abode of bliss ?

Al @toD, SALE,0BE . + Al DOGS .
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223 There 1s not a viler wretch 1n the earth than him
-who scotns other men, calling them Sudras after his
death he shall fall mto hell

224  \Wisdom 1s a surer rehiance than empty worship
the mund 1s more to be depended on than mere words ,
and a man's wvirtues are of more importance than his
caste

225 Disputations as to which caste 1s the best are
all truitless all the tribes onginated n the same origin
who can decide as to the supetionity or inferiority of any
one.

226 They desert their own town and land, and,
devoid of the smallest love and affection, with repulsive
¢manners, they leave both wives and sons, to suffer
misery—and to what end 151t ?
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227. Why should we constantly revile the Panar?
are not his flesh and blood the same as our own ? and of
what caste 1s He who pervades the Panar as well as all
other men?

228. Why should you plunge in water 2 puryy
yourself if a Panar touches you? He became what he
1s 1n consequence of his smns 1 a former birth Jow
stupid ave those who cannot comprehend this ?

229 Call not him an outcast who possesses a good
disposition  Did not #e siermit Vasishta take a Pariar
wife ? how can he be called a Brahmin whose qualities are
those of a Pariar ?

230 O make not a stone image, to be put in a dark
chamber and worshipped !  Oh 1gnorant creatures, know
ye not that the deity dwells 1n the heart alone !

* Al &'ogg‘i’me:. T B for B 1050,
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231 Thougha man be by birth an outcast, if he
orders his heart aright he 1s no outcast he who cannot
govern his affections 1s the vilest of the vile

232 If your grandfather’'s mother, and your father's
mother, your own mother, and your mother’s mother's
mother, be a Sudra woman, how can you be a Bramia.

233 Their grandsire was born of an unmarried
woman, their fathers and they themszlves were the illegiti-
mate children of a wite and a widow  Their mother was a
lover of strange men, and then her five husbands ' If you
talk of their morals, such were the practices of the Pandavas.
These falsehoods are the greatest in theworld I

*® These are allusions to the mcidents related 1nthe Mahabharata, the
Thind of Indin (to use Sir Wm  Jones' expression), wherein the deeds of

+AL 6‘@-8‘2 -ég -89’- 62.

PTO.
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234+ His mother was a prostitute, and his wife a
Parar yet Vasishtha ' was the tutor to the noble Rama
by austerities he became a Bramin, but «f you look to his
caste, what 1s 1t like ?

235 He s the truly excellent man, and superior to
all the sects, who draws no invidious distinctions between
the castes by practising the rites ordained for his tribe he
will fix the delty i his heart

the Panduvas ue desc nhe v The grandsire 1+ N\ 51, whom Yoy 1111"1!1([‘11

borc to Puwart the Panduv s were bor of Cunti Devt wmd of Madry,
wives to Jang Pandu, the “mother ' 15 v term e uly apphied o these
wnes mdDrwpult wis the wife by turrs of the five sorsof Pwda
who ware Dhirmat v, Bhimy, Avun g Naculy, ad Sididey y, the three finst
bemng sons of Cunti Devi ind the List twe  the ottspring of Madrr The
Jast couplet sometimes ippears thus, with a defective rhyme

c:-*’é.w Bog) VBT,
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*Unrvasy, the courtesan, was his mother, Arundhats hus wife

'
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236 This earth, with 1ts mountains and seas, shall 1n
the final destruction be all consumed then shall the gods
and the prophcts perish, and howshall even the victorious
survive?

23%. Place one dish betore all the men 1n the world
and let them eat togcther, abolishing their castes lay thy
hand on then heads, \nd convince them zLat thewr present
destinctions are absurd

238 What can we think of the fools who bring
mountainstones togetker, knock them about with their
hands and feet, and after tormenting them with mason’s
chisels, bow down to the rugged blochs ?

239 While he who 1s alone honouiable dwells with
your own fleshly bodies, | why should ye heap up offerzugs
in temples made of stone How can gods made of stone
feed on those heaps?

* Or, Then shul only the spotless lLive
1 It 1n the belly of the shin, th.t 1s, within the skin,
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240 If yousee a bull made of marble, you bow
down ceremomously toit, but it you see a trotting
bullock you @o not scruple to beat 1t , surely the worship-
pers of the bull are wretched sinners !

241. You apply clay over the waxen mould, melt i,
and form a certan figure fill the hollow with melted
metal, and set up the statue as a sign, then people
assemble and call this a god |

242. Ofall those who looked well for good omens
at their marriage, has even one survived free jfrom the
common fate of niortals ? Not one ! men depend on their
conduct alone can any omens render them stable ?

243. They leave a house desolate 1f an owl perches
upon 1t : they flee as if mad what misclhief has the owl
done? what fault 1s there in the house ?

* Al o000 t Al %) B850

1 Al SuBesre$whuch gives an incorrect rhyme.
See notes on II., 177 and 192,
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244. How wicked are the cruel who venture to geld
oxen they will certainly meet with retribution

245 Though you werd to nounish a margosa tree
with milk for a thousand years, will 1t lose its bitterness
and become sweet I Never will the sinner change his
nature, however mstructed.

246 What can the prostitute know of the feelings’
of consanguinity ? or the talebearer, of propriety and sense ?
or the stupid fool, of discretion ?

2477. He who says, “I know nothing,” 1s the shrew-
dest of all he who says, “I am learning,” 1s a mere talker.
He who holds his peace is the wisest and the best.
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248, He who /forms twile connectrons will certainly
sufter for them , forsake then: and live at ease

249 He who s dewvoted to sesnnal pleasures shall
never know the joys of the next world Can the dog
reared by a Pariar have any better food > 1

250 She who 1s /Jow by nature can never be made
alady , no good (uality can ever attach to her will one
who lives by stealing beggar’s morsels ever get anything
better ?

251 An elegant courtezan will conduct herself with
civility  she caresses her lover, and 1s prudent but who
pays any attention to a vulgar sluat ?

* Al ecox

+ The expressions used 1n this and 2 few other verses are such as
cannot with propriety be translated into English  Some epigrams are
wholly omitted as ¢bjectionable
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252 Ifa coward 1s made a general and sent to
battle, he will fly, and all wil be i1umed of what avail
1s a soldier who flees the enemy ’

2503 Though a Turk go to the sacted hill of 7Zy2pety,
he does not become a palmer, going on pigrimage to
Benares will not make a modest woman of a prostitute
though a dog go 20 the sacied stiewin of the Godaver,
will 1t make him a lion ?

254 At the sight of her charms you are melted
w2ty love, and the courtezan strips you of every farthing.
Surely lovely women are the darts in the hand ot Cupid

255 If the wife be agreeable to her husband, this
forms the sweetest happiness to the martied pair. Butif
she be disagreeable, the only happiness i1s 1n quitting
her
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256  If he sees plump limbs, a fair breast, and other
charms, surely three-fold love § will enter, and quell even
a hermit

257 ‘‘Benares ! Benares!” cry they, and delight to
travel there yet 1s not same God here as there > If thy
heart be right he 1s there and here also

“Al Tﬁsﬁm@)\ 5& o1 §'~§ED&&§ :‘&o

T Al StenBossHh, or DesH, ¢ ¢, the corner of the mouth , Uso,
apitin rrock Al ROQ grecablencss, affection, arwefulness 3%
plumpness 1s perhips the tiue reading

I Al 98] 3 DoSeoow.
&  Wup-pire , perhp from x»:@aﬁ (from g8 1 threul o1 stind

a cord), and ez for mauedn, thiee Tt 1s commonly pplied 1n the poets to
strong passion  so
9 f & -
é. Dd 8 8T '53‘52,...0
B N8Ry,
Qe

Vicramrcy Chantra, v, 191,
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K
Sx$y8 678, WK dFoe WO/OTE .

Vishnu Puram, vir, 188,
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258, Gazing at a sweet lip he forgets the path of
religion when he sees a woman's face he forgets
himselt * =~ °

259 To what end 1s 1t that you plunge in the holy
waters ¢ Why go and touch sacred places®> Why
attempt to worship the deity while your bellies are full
of foul hypocrisy ?

260 To give up food and apparel, and lie about 1n
the porches of temples, 1s the fate wnitten for #he:r sins 1n
the foreheads of monks what would they be the worse
for famiharity with women ?

261. Can a lame dog equal the swiftness of the hare
\What has a cowardly soldier to do with /lonorad
sjnsigmia and the go/den umbrella * * *
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262  Wherever you roain, whatever toils you undergo-
your fate 1s unalteiable and sull follows you though the
land, you wander e be new to you, you remain the same.

263  After religiwonsly hathing, and drawing the line
and streak 1n his forehead, and trimly putting on a tinted
vest should he chance to see a courtezan, he forgets all
his vows !

264 Those false ascetics who are unable to stay
their heart, let their thoughts dwell on a woman how
unprofitable 15 their life | to what end were they born ?

265 When he beholds the beauty of her form, and
her flowing fresses, how can the lover abstain fiom
loving a beauteous woman ?

* Al %"nﬁ:ﬂ)&mtﬂ“@oTA] YLz 23"/(63 § 0% 6.‘)0§ 2}"‘3

———



THE VERSES OF VEMANA BOOK UI 199

3 AP DR, T Bookso mO,
R Kops» BER o& od,

TDy, ISE 30 8, % Koy’ g D,
BF BT swom, O, BnKox
T’e_)fﬁc‘&):do wgnm’ 0808”5 B ?
TROOEH ANX, ¥ DKo ¢ D,
FBNW -8 aooF, ¥S¥oww T SH

BO D0, HED B e

KERY 0, DB AoS0X TESTe D, ok T
SoP) (3T 9, ISz~ §, oHEFdoo
S00¥ — F0é3 Az, a’mé B350,

D08 BR B, &9 - S35 Do * Do _oe e

266 Though you bear about the sacred water of
Benares and your teet and faces swell with the heat of
travel, devoid ot repose, how shall you rfter death attain
heaven by such nians'y

267 Though you roam from land to lind, how can
this fix religion 1n your heart? how can travelling about
tor the sake of alms gun you heaven 2

268 He who has no desire of women or ot riches, 1s
nowhere to he found in the eatth  <houll thete be such a
one, his virtue would yet be unknown to men

269 When love 1s over, the cherry lip of the rosy
girl 15 tasteless as the pulp of the might-shade beiry, or the
juice of the porson-nut  When you do not care tor ity 1t
1s as disgusting as the mulk of #he inango leaf.

«A] DOB - Dok SN BG DRI Fen.

1 Allu ling to the men who carry water drawn in the Ganges to Rames-
warun, where they pour 1t over the 1dol
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270  After going through all his studies, and attaining
consummate wisdom, after making nothung of divinity, 2/
mmoment he sees a fau woman he forgets all hus sanctity

271 Fools 1oam to holy places imagining that the
deity 15 not to be found where they dwell they
merely exeraise their imbs § and squander their money ,
they are ruined, and <o return home!

272 Casi, Madura, Conjeveram, Gaya, Prayag, Setu,
though a man visit all these holy places with an ardent
mind, what benent does he derive ? this 1s mere drudgery ' 3

."58‘\‘ \l e WS
+ A\l Bord S D, STOR Borow HWOH 0.

11t Get nd ot the (rump, or torpidity 1n the himbs

§ A great number of verses appeirin virous manuseripts exlibiting the
sune sentiment i varous forms v few done have been inserted iu the
present chpter as amph suthicent
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273 To whatend s all this reading ? what 15 the
fruit ot a monhish lite > why perish entanlgled 1n the <ix
conflecting creeds ! worshup Him, and krow Ilim who
dwells in your heart .

274 All our passions originate in the heart but
emanaipation from sin 1s mconsistent with these desires
can ye not see that the soul 1~ one with the divimty ?

275 Though he have read all that can be read, and
be an acute disputant, never shall the hypocmte attamn to
tinal happiness  1lis meditations arc lihe those of the
dog on the dunghill ¥ *

276 Lxcessive study leads only to disputatious
talhing  a man does not hereby attain divinc hnowledge
he ss entanyled the)can like a silk worm in its shell.

*  Ilis word 15 aften erroneot <l) \1»' It 2325
ol

+ The aix doctnines denonunited Pishand e Baddhy, Chavac y Saiva,
Guaeary, aind Vashnnaa

+ It real masery, though ipparenty at ease  Ilus verse appears in
sever i different 1orms

14
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277 Venly the foolish wretches, who are unable to
comprehend the ynental wisdom taught by Vemana, shall
perish like a haiy when separated from the head, devoid
of sustenance he re and perfection heremnafter

278 Those who look upon this excellent knowledge
with scorn, and learn only abstiuse sciences, shall not
attain to it , thiey shall never hnow the society of the
good and wise, but shall, as strangers o <zrtue, ultimately
fall into mise'ry

279, And he who holds this superexcellent, who
gwes up aji other cares; who lets not his mind wander,
but restrains it, he shall stand fast without fail, all his
wishes sl.all be accomplished and his soul shall be full
of glory.

THE END
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