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PREFATORY NOTE.

THE READER having now advanced well into the Memoirs
of Prince Metternich, a few remarks as to their arrange-
ment may not be without interest.

The two volumes already published contain a history
of the Prince's career from 1773 to the peace of 1815,
given in the three Memoirs he left behind him. These
Memoirs do not extend, however, in their completed
form beyond the period of the Congress of Vienna, with-
a brief exception during the closing years of the Prince's
life.

The history of the important events contained in
the present volumes is drawn, therefore, from the private
correspondence of Prince Metternich, which is at this
period very copious and interesting, and, being addressed
to members of his family or to intimate friends, is less
formal than the autobiography. We here meet with
the first impressions of the Prince on the events of
the day, imparted freely in confidence, with no idea
of their future publication, to some of the chief per-
sonages of the State.

The present volumes deal principally with the inter-
nal affairs of the Austrian Empire in the years 1816 and
1817; the period of the Congress, 1818 to 1822; and
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the complications arising from the Russian advance
upon Turkey, ending in 1829.

The succeeding volumes will embrace the period
from the July Revolution of 1830 to the retirement of
Prince Metternich in 1848, also the last eleven years of
the Prince's life.

The reception which the earlier volumes of this
work have met with from the public gives evidence of
the universal and lively interest taken in the life of the
great Chancellor.

In the criticisms which have appeared, notwith-
standing the diversities of national feeling and senti-
ment, the master-spirit of the great statesman, and the
important role he played during.the most brilliant
period of Austria's power, are unanimously acknow-
ledged.

A fresh generation has sprung up. These Memoirs
will place before it a life-like portrait of Prince Metter-
nich.
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THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF THE EMPIRE IN
THE YEARS 1816-1817.

1816.

IDEAS ON A CONCORDAT OF ALL THE STATES
OF THE GERMAN CONFEDERATION WITH THE

ROMAN COURT.
208. Metternich to the Emperor Francis, Verona, April 5, 1816.

208. During the negotiation of German affairs
at the Vienna Congress, | made it my duty to direct
the attention of the ambassadors there assembled to the
advantages which must ensue to the whole German
body politic, as well as to the Princes themselves,
from a uniform treatment of the general affairs of the
Church (now in a deplorable state) at the future Diet.
| at that time maintained the closest intercourse with
the vicars of Constance and Minister, who were at
Vienna, and | believe that | prevented the acceptance
of the views of a so-called deputation from the German
Church then in Vienna, which consisted of some wild
enthusiasts who, probably without intending it them-
selves, acted in the most exaggerated interests of the
Eoman Church. The principle that ecclesiastical affairs
should be considered in council at Frankfurt met with
general approval from the German Princes of the second
and third class. The King of Wurtemberg alone, intent

B2
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upon his so-called rights of sovereignty, who had, in
consequence of those very principles, taken no direct
part in the last negotiations, endeavoured to isolate
himself from this ecclesiastical question also, and, with-
out further ceremony, to enter into negotiations with
the Koman Court about a concordat of his own.

Cardinal Consalvi, whose general political conduct
cannot be sufficiently praised, remained faithful to the
promise | had obtained from him, that he would enter
into no separate negotiation with German Princes with-
out my consent. He referred the matter to Eome.
The conclusion of the Congress, and the great military
and political events which followed it, brought these
intrigues to an end.

Since the meeting of the German Ambassadors at
Frankfurt | have given your Majesty's ministers instruc-
tions concerning this matter ; and the efforts of the
King of Wurtemberg for a speedy and separate con-
cordat with Eome smoothed the way quite naturally.
Up to this time | have succeeded in preventing this
concordat.

| agree with Councillor Lorenz* on the subject
of a common basis for the negotiation of the affairs
of the German Church, based on our ecclesiastical
principles; and | have only to point out the further
course of an affair which | consider one of the
most important that has to be decided at the future
Diet.

In this, as in every great negociation, very much
depends on the point of view from which it is taken
into consideration. In my opinion, Germany must be
induced to adopt an ecclesiastical constitution, and to

* He had given an officia report concerning the future ecclesiastical
constitution, which was submitted to Metternich's attention.—ED.
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accept our principles without our appearing too eager
to obtrude those principles on Germany.

By a judicious course we shall, moreover, set a
good example to the German Princes; our principles
will become popular in the very same measure as they
seem to have sprung up in Germany ; our position
with regard to the Eoman Court itself remains correct
and vigorous, and will even serve as a protection if we
by our example bar the way to the exaggerated claims
here and there put forth, as always happens in the
course of human affairs. Urged by these various con-
siderations, | should much prefer to make sure of the
views of some excellent superintendent of a German
church, and leave him undisturbed to take the initia-
tive in the arrangement to be made. It seems to me
certain that Baron von Wessenberg—who has meantime
been appointed coadjutor at Constance, and has been
confirmed in this office by the Pope—is most fit for our
purpose : he enjoys the general confidencein Germany,
and, | believe, also that of Councillor von Lorenz.

If your Majesty vouchsafes your approval, | propose
to inform this minister of our ideas fully and without
delay, and this can probably best be achieved by
sending to him the vice-director of theological studies,
Augustin Braig. Such an arrangement would ensure
the most comprehensive application of our principles
being made known to Baron von Wessenberg, who is
already devoted to the political system of our Court,
and to whom may be disclosed without reserve even
the political and religious sentiments of the Imperial
Court; and the Imperial Directorial-Embassy in Frank-
furt would be placed in aposition entirely in accordance
with my views—to support the wishes of the German
Church, instead of taking the initiative in this matter.
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For greater satisfaction | should not only approve
but should think it desirable to send the above-men-
tioned Augustin Braig afterwards to consult with the
Austrian embassy.

The nature of the negotiations about to commence
at Frankfurt ensures there being sufficient time to carry
out these measures. But not till the Dietis constituted,
which will certainly be three or four weeks after its
opening, will it be possible for our embassy to broach
the subject of ecclesiastical affairs, and urge the for-
mation of aconcordat of all the German States with the
Roman Court.

Probably some of the greater German Courts, and
certainly Wurtemberg, will attempt some protest.
But such important principles are involved that their
triumph would be certain if it were not for the petty
spirit of the greater German Governments, which often
conflicts even with their own State interests. |f, how-
ever, the idea of a general concordat should not be
adopted, an opening is left for separate concordats based
on the same principles, and the success of this opening
can the less be doubted as these principles are equally
suited to the authority and the financial interests of the
Princes. It will not, therefore, be difficult to show,
that the dissentient Governments will lose, rather than
gain by their contumacy; for whereas, separately, they
will be weak against the Roman Curia, by union among
themselves, and by union with the Austrian Church,
they would gain in strength. The principles of that
body are a guarantee that the cogency of such argu-
ments must be evident, and | do not know any example
as yet of even the most absolute of German Princes, out
of mere self-conceit, putting himself deterioris conditionis
in a different position from the other German sovereigns
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—a case which would inevitably occur if the King of
Wurtemberg should conclude a concordat with the
Roman See more advantageous to it than the concor-
dats with the other German Courts.*

* The negotiations were begun in this sense, but were unsuccessful. In
the course of the years 1817 to 1830 special concordats were concluded with
separate States of the Bund : thus, in 1817 with Bavaria; in 1821 and 1827
with the States forming the Upper Rhenish Church Province; in 1824 with
Hanover; in 1827 with Saxony ; in 1830 with Gnesen and Posen, &c.; at
last, in 1855, after Metternich's retirement, the well-known Concordat of
the Apostolic See with Austria was concluded. The aged Chancellor
welcomed the appearance of this document with the greatest satisfaction,
and took pen in hand to narrate the history of the delay (of half a century)
between his first idea of it in 1816 and its realisation in 1855. This paper,
written with his own handin August 1855, is given here to make the matter
more plain. Itisasfollows:—

' The twenty-fifth anniversary of the birthday of the Emperor Francis
Joseph (Aug. 18, 1855) has been celebrated in a manner as excellent as
significant, by the signature of the Concordat with the Roman Chair.

'No one can be better informed than | of the circumstances which
hindered the good work of withdrawing from the encroachments on the
Church (called reforms) of which the Emperor Joseph | | . had been guilty.

'"Put together concisely and faithfully represented, the historical facts
are as follows:—

" After the general peace was concluded in 1814-1815,1 directed my
attention to the painful consequences of Joseph's legislation in ecclesiastical
affairs. While these weighed on the whole empire, their evil influence was
particularly felt in Lombardy and Venetia, in the German States of the Bund,
and in Hungary.

' The personal feelings of the Emperor Francis were, for political and
religious reasons, inclined to the removal of certain conditions existing since
thereign of Joseph 11. It was otherwise with the officials; indeed, even
among the clergy the Febronian doctrines had, with exceptions, taken deep
root. In the upper departments of the Government | was alone on the side
of truth in thisimportant question. | did not allow myself to bediscouraged
by this position, and continued the solution of the problem on the principles
| had laid down in my conferences with Cardinal Consalvi. To assist mein
the great undertaking | had selected Propst von Justel, at that time Ecclesi-
astical Adviser to the State Council. In the year 1817 the marriage of the
Archduchess Leopoldine with the heir to the Portuguese throne gave me an
opportunity to continue the secret negotiations which | had begun with the
Roman Chair. | caused Propst von Justel to be sent to Rome, and intended,
if the prospect had been favourable of an agreement between the two Govern-
ments, to have gone thither myself, after the making over the Archduchess
at Leghorn. This plan was not carried out, because | saw that the affair
was not yet ripe for conclusion*
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" In the year 1819 the Emperor went to Italy, and in the persona inter-
course of his Maesty with Pope Pius VI 1., they came to an agreement,
which was, however, frustrated by the difficultieswhich the Emperor found
placed in the way by the authorities on hisreturn to Vienna.

' Delays of every kind took place. One arose from the strong feeling of
Law (the inviolability of the written law) which in the Emperor's mind
amounted to scrupulosity. Another cause was the resistance of the lay and
clerical canonists devoted to Febrionianism, against every agreement with
the Roman Chair. The revolutionary outbreaks which, at ,the beginning of
the third decade of the nineteenth century, disturbed the pesce of Europe,
and particularly of Italy, forced the questions between the Empire and Rome
into the background: mutual concessons took place between the highest
powers, when, | am convinced, an end ought to have been put to the founda-
tion of the evil. But | stood alone at the centre of affairs, and therefore, in
spite of my efforts, there remained nothing but empty negotiations.

"When, in the year 1835, the Emperor Francis, who morally quite agreed
with me, was near his death, he ordered, in atestamentary document, that
the controversy between Church and State should be terminated as quickly
as possble, and appointed me and the Bishop of St. Polten (Wagner)
executors of hiswill. The pressure which always follows a change of rulers
prevented the immediate termination of the important task so dear to my
heart; soon afterwards the Bishop whom the Emperor had appointed died.
| chose Abbot Rauscher to succeed him, and we took up our position against
the officials, but did not succeed in bringing the affair to that issuefor which
at last a path was made by the Revolutions of 1848.

'The goal is reached! In this faithful narrative of events the key is
given to the delay caused by erroneous ideas, fase doctrines, and bureau-
cratic influences—hindrances to the victory of truth, and even of common
senee—to the best intentions of two Emperors and to my efforts.’



THE TREATY OF MUNICH, CONCERNING THE
CESSON OF DETACHED PORTIONS OF THE
COUNTRY OF BAVARIA TO AUSTRIA.

Metternich to Von Wacquant, Austrian Plenipotentiary at
Munich, Milan, February 9, 1816.

209. The time of the Prince Royal (at Milan) was
passed as much in direct pourparlers between him and
the Emperor as in my negotiations with the Prince
Koyal and the Count de Rechberg. If it is difficult to
describe to you the persistence with which the former
pursued his favourite idea__that of the acquisition of the
greater part of the Palatinate—and the tedious conduct
of the latter, it is not so with regard to the result of
the negotiation. . . . The negotiation turned on three
points :—

1st. On the claim of Bavariato an augmentation of
her sliare, to make up for the loss which she asserts that
she has sustained through our exchanges.

2nd. On her claim to contiguity of territory.

3rd. On her desire to see the negotiations of Munich
joined with those which we are reserving for Frankfurt.

The Prince Royal, and especially M. de Rechberg,
used every effort to sustain the first of these points. It
had been explained most positively to him that nothing
could alter his Majesty's conviction of the more than
sufficient importance of the indemnity offered to Bavaria,
and accepted by her, and that consequently we could
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never admit or sustain a claim founded on a contrary
principle.

In the first interview of the Emperor with the Prince
Royal, the latter maintained with much heat a project
for the acquisition of aline of communication which
had been fully explained to us. The Emperor left no
doubt on the Prince Royal's mind of his determination
in the present negotiation not to maintain this project,
which would certainly have met with insurmountable
obstacles on the part of the Court of Baden. His Im-
perial Majesty merely promised his good offices for the
cession of the circle of Main-and-Tauber. This proposal
has been definitely accepted by the Prince Royal and by
M. de Rechberg.

We met with very strong opposition on the part
of the Bavarian negotiators, with the object of uniting
the negotiation of Munich to that of Frankfurt, or, what
was equivalent, of subordinating our direct negotiation
to the one reserved for the latter city, and thus ex-
posing it to new complications. The very decided
declaration of the Emperor's determination not to lend
himself to an arrangement which, if carried out, would
prolong all the annoyances we have experienced in
our negotiations with Bavaria for more than two years,
has caused the bringing forward of a new Bavarian
proposition. The Prince Royal asked, while consenting
to the complete separation of the two negotiations, that
the term of the surrender of Innviertel should be de-
layed until the end of the negotiation of Frankfurt,
and his Imperial Majesty having declined this demand,
the Count de Rechberg reduced it the next day to
some districts of Innviertel, which should remain under
the same clause, and as a pledge, in the hands of
Bavaria.
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The Emperor, seeing in the adoption of such a mea-
sure the very compromises he has decided to avoid, all
the more that the minds of our people, now united to
the Kingdom of Bavaria, and properly belonging to
it, are already too much excited; and desiring, on the
other hand, to prove to the King of Bavaria that
he does not wish to prevent the conclusion of an im-
portant affair for considerations connected with mere
financial details, will endeavour to find a means of
attaining both these ends. The simplest of all has pre-
sented itself to the mind of his Imperial Majesty. M.
de Rechberg has sent to me a statistical and financial
valuation of the circle of Main-and-Tauber. His Majesty
has decided to offer to the Prince Royal himself to
bear the loss sustained by Bavaria from the revenue
of this circle, counting from the day of the surrender
of the provinces which are to be restored to us, to the
day when Bavaria enters into possession of the indem-
nity claimed by her as compensation for her renuncia-
tion of the contiguity of her territories ancient and
modern. . . .

The Count de Rechberg having spoken to me of the
King's desire to possess the territory which crosses a
part of the road from Reichenhall to Berchtesgaden,
which has always been a part of Salzburg, the Emperor
sees no difficulty in granting this request. He claims,
on his side, a free passage for his troops on the road
from Salzburg to Lofer by Reichenhall. . . .

. It only remains for me to tell you, Sir, of the
King's idea of the acquisition of the Palatinate. The
Prince Royal, seeing the impossibility ,of engaging us
to support his wishes for the acquisition of the Pala-
tinate, and still less of imposing them on the Grand
Duke of Baden, has ended by requesting to be at least
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assured of the intentions of our august master the Em-
peror in favour of an arrangement which Bavaria could
be induced in time to propose to the Court of Baden—
an arrangement which should be made amicably and
according to the principles of ajust compensation. His
Majesty did not hesitate to assure the Prince Royal that
such an,arrangement would meet with no difficulty on
his part; and that, on the contrary, he will be delighted
to contribute, by an amicable intervention, to the recon-
ciliation of the King's wishes with the interests of the
Court of Baden.

You will find enclosed full powers for concluding
and signing the treaty which you are to negotiate.

Mettemich to Wacquant, Verona, April 8, 181G.

210. The present courier will give you the means
of concluding and signing the final arrangement with
Bavaria, and it will not be difficult for you to prove to
the King and his minister that our august master the
Emperor to the unexampled proofs of patience which
he has given in the course of the negotiation has added
the greatest condescension to the often unreasonable
claims of the opposite party. . . .

The date of May 1 is fixed so rigorously that our
generals have orders not to allow themselves to be
stopped in the occupation of the places ceded to us by
Bavaria by any protestation or opposition; therefore
it will be necessary for your Excellency to insist in the
strongest manner on this surrender, and, if need be, that
you should throw on Count de Montgelas himself all the
responsibihty of any complications which may arise
from defective instructions or from a want of good faith
on the part of Bavaria. Itwill be easy for you to prove
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that the Emperor, determined as he is to admit of no
delay or evasions in the recovery of his provinces, feels
it impossible to modify any orders whatever given to
his civil and military authorities, considering how dis-
tant the places to be exchanged are, both from each
other and from the present abode of his Imperial Majesty.

| agree with you as to the possibility of the signa-
ture taking place on the 13th or 14th at latest.*

* The above-mentioned treaty, dated April 14, was published in the
usua way. In consquence of this, the places which had been abstracted in
1809 again came into tbe possesson of Austria.—ED.
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COURT METTERNICH'S LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

211. Metternich to the Emperor Francis (Report), April 8,1816; with
the Royal Note attached, Padua, April 9, 1816.

211. | need not tell your Majesty how grieved |
am that in a moment like the present | am unable to
be of use to your Majesty. My feelings are so well
known to your Majesty that they need no asseveration
to confirm them. | send your Majesty through Count
Mercy my first plan of thejourney. | would have gone
to Vicenza instead of Padua, but Scarpa warned me
that the dampness of that town made it a very in-
jurious residence incases of rheumatic affections. This
applies also to Stra and Venice. In any case, however,
your Majesty may depend upon my earnest attention
to the state of affairs in Treviso ... *

METTERNICH.

| am convinced of your attachment to my person,
and very sorry that you cannot be with me, but | wish
you to stay as long as you can, and take care of your-
self; and | shall only be glad to se you return when
you can do so without injury to your health.
FRANCIS.

* A letter from Metternich to his mother gives the real reason of this
short absence. It iswritten from Verona, dated April 13,1816, and says:
—'MYy eye is better; it has never been alarming, but inconvenient and
tedious, like all affections of the eye.  The cure which | have begun, and
still continue, is doing me much good, in every respect. | have had three
years of very great labour, and | prefer to take measures now, rather than
wait for what might prove a very serious malady. The Emperor is exceed-
ingly kind, and daily gives me proofs of confidence and attachment of which
he perhaps hardly knew himself capable. | am more devoted than anyone
ese ift him, and certainly in a more disinterested way than most of his
servants.- ED.
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REGULATION OF MONEY.

212. A Memorandum by Metternich,* Vienna, October 12,1816.
213. A summary view of the result of the gradual withdrawal of Paper
Money. Autograph note by Metternich.

212. If the present conference is to have any use-
ful end, it seems to me quite necessary to cometo some
decision as to general principles, or let it be clearly and
distinctly explained why there' can be no such agree-
ment. In a matter like this, questions and answers,
objections and counter-objections, may be repeated in
endless multiplication, unless it is decided beforehand
what we want to ask for, and in what order the ques
tions shall be put.

The problem is, to introduce a fixed and regular
monetary system to take the place of the present one,
which is admitted to be in every respect defective, and
to come to a decision upon the now discredited paper
money in circulation, which (at least in its present
quantity and quality) is the occasion of all these faults
and incongruities.

Every possible measure concerning this paper-
money runs on the lines of one of the following three
systems.—

1. The retention of paper in a reduced nominal
value. System of devaluation.

2. The abolition of paper money by law—with or

* Metternich was appointed, in 1816, President of the conference sum-
moned to remove the financial pressure and restore the public credit.—ED.
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without equivalent. System of legal or forcible with-
drawal.

3. The abolition of paper money by a voluntary
and therefore a gradual operation. System of gradual
withdrawal.

The system of devaluation has the advantage of
being simple in execution and rapid in its effects, and
the Government remains in possession of its cash.
There are, however, many objections to the adoption
of this system, one of the greatest of which is that it is
the second attempt of the kind, and would be as strongly
opposed by public opinion as the finance operation of
1811, at atime of the greatest pressure, although the
present attempt does not fall in a time of such pressure.

The system of enforced withdrawal from circulation
is not capable of any great modification. A difference
between a sudden and a periodical withdrawal of the
paper money cannot, according to my conviction, exist;
for any calling in of money by law, however it may be
announced or declared, concerns the whole amount.
Therefore, the only question here is, whether the pos-
sessors of the paper are or are not indemnified. No
voice has been heard at present, among us at least, in
favour of the abolition of paper money without an
equivalent. Those who desire its abolition by a legal
arrangement are ready to grant an indemnification to
the holders of it, and since such compensation cannot
be given in ready money, they are willing to give them
interest-bearing national bonds. This second system
may therefore be more briefly and more pertinently
called the system of consolidation by law—that is, en-
forced consolidation.

The system of gradual withdrawal admits, indeed,
of a far greater variety of combinations and operations.
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But all are agreed that even with this system, as things
are at present, the sum total, or at any rate the greater
part, of the paper money must bewithdrawn by national
bonds that pay interest. Only these bonds should not
be introduced compulsorily, like a system of consolida-
tion by law, but by free operations as a compensation
for the paper money. The system of gradual with-
drawal, with the reservation of all the remedial mea-
sures applicable to it may therefore be called, in contra-
distinction to the others, the system of free consoli-
dation.

Opinions are at present divided amongst us as to
these two systems.

Both parties agree in the main point that the State
must annually devote a considerable sum to pay the in-
terest of the bonds replacing the paper money. If we
estimate the paper money in circulation only at six
hundred millions, this sum would amount with 2|
per cent, to fifteen millions, with 2 per cent, to twelve
millions.

The question therefore which must take precedence
of all othersis this. Can the State, besides the yearly
interest due on the present interest - bearing debt,
afford annually twelve to fifteen millions for interest
on the new bonds ?

This question is common to both systems. If it has
to be answered in the negative, neither of the two
systems can exist (least of all that of forced consolida-
tion, which at once affects the whole mass of paper-
money in circulation equally). If it be affirmed, this
leads to the further inquiry whether it be better to ex-
pend those twelve or fifteen millions of pearly interest
once and for all on the consolidation of the paper money,
or to leave that sum to be disposed of by the Finance

VOL. Il C



18 INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF THE EMPIRE.

Minister as a maximum for theintroduction and per-
formance of free operations of consolidation.

Second chief question:—Which of the two systems
of consolidation is the better and the more feasible ?

1. Those who maintain the system of consolidation
by law must, | am convinced, show—

(@) That the compensation assigned by law to the
possessors of paper money will be real and not delu-
sive : in other words, that the value (namely, the market-
price) of the bonds in exchange for the paper money,
if not equal should be as nearly as possible equal tothe
present real worth of this paper money, and should not
fall to','s,*,'s, or even perhaps®,'1o,*, 20 of the nominal value
of the paper money.

(b) That, after an entire and sudden withdrawal of
paper money, other circulating media will be at once
or in a short time introduced, and that, in the absence
of this, the most ruinous stagnation in the circulation
would not beintroduced into all trades great and small,
aresult which would end in the general ruin of the
country.

(¢c) That after so rapid and extensive arevolution
the Government will be strong enough to raise (if even
by violent means) the money it requires for urgent
necessities, or rich enough to advance the money for an
indefinitetime.

2. Can the system of free consolidation with the
same means as the system of enforced consolidation
(twelve tofifteen millions of annual interest) be applied
to compass the same ends ?

Itis incumbent onthe Finance Minister to prove—

(8 That the gradual withdrawal of paper money
can be effected by the measures proposed or to be
proposed by him.
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(b) That the operation will be uninterrupted and
will not be prolonged beyond the shortest term pos-
sible.

(c) That, in case one of his proposed measures
should fail by unforeseen hindrances, it would not be
impossible to him to replace it quickly by some other
and more effective one.

When these points are established, the two follow-
ing, requiring the greatest attention, must be men-
tioned.

A. Without at the present moment deciding on
either of the two systems of consolidation, | cannot con-
ceal my conviction that, in setting forth the reasons for
the forced system of consolidation, far more care and
even severity must be used thaninjudging of the single
measures which might be proposed for the execution
of a free system of consolidation, for the danger is no
doubt greater with the former than with the latter.
Here (2), at the worst, it is but the further continu-
ance of the present burdensome condition: there (1),
the possible ruin of the country is at stake; here (2),
a principle already laid down is pursued : there (1), a
system actually in force is abolished and replaced by
one perfectly new. With a free consolidation, the
Government remains from beginning to end master of
its measures. in the consolidation by law, from the
moment the law is proclaimed, every retrogression and
even every essential modification is barred.

B. | should consider it an evil, the consequences
of which would be incalculable, if the investigation
of definite questions should check the Government in
its progress along its regular path; or if it should
take measures not quite consistent with an impartial
and prudent deliberation, or with the future appli-

C2
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cation of the principles which must be established
by it.*

Summary of the Results of the gradual Abolition of
the Paper Money.
|. MAIN PROPOSITION.

213. 1. Thepaperincirculationshall be abolished.

2. This abolition shall not take place without afair
indemnification of its holders.

3. The rate of interest for the conversion of
paper money into national interest-bearing bonds is
2% per cent.

4. The maximum of the charge on the State, arising
from this conversion, isfifteen millions annual interest.

5. The national debt, hitherto paying an interest of
about 15,000,000 W. W. must, at every change from
the circulation of paper to that of a metallic currency,
sooner or later be charged with 15,000,000 in 0. M.

[l. PRESENT STATE OF AFFAIRS.

1. The paper money in circulation amounts, the
reserves of cash being deducted, to 600,000,000.

2. Of this about 40,000,000 is already abolished
in virtue of the patents of June 1, and by the sale
of 2,500 bank stock; the interest on the 40,000,000
amounts to about 400,000 florinsC. M.

3. In the treasury are the war contributions and
all other revenues, with the deduction of 10.000,000
C. M., employed in the operation in consequence of the
patent of June 1.

* The patent of October 29, 1816, by which a free loan was opened for
the withdrawal of paper money was the result of the conference to which
the above memoir served as guide—En.
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I11. PROPOSED OPERATION.

A loan reckoned for the conversion of 120,000,000
to 150,000,000 withdraws in the first case from circu-
lation the sum of 120,000,000 W. W., and costs the
State for fresh interest 3,000,000 C. M.

IV. FURTHER COURSE OF THE OPERATION.

| purposely separate from the sum W. W.
total of. . . . . 600,000,000
A sum of ! ' ' 200,000,000

Which | consider the minimum of paper
that (in an altered form) must be kept
in circulation, and for the abolition of
which, if it ever takes place, quite dif-
ferent means must be employed. My
examination, therefore, reaches only the

sum of . . . . 400,000,000
Of these—
1 .Already abolished . 40,000,000
2. Will be abolished by the minimum of

the revenue from the next loan . . 120,000,000

3. | think it quite certain that in one
way or other, beside the 2,500 already
abolished in bank stock, 20,000 more
(not altogether half the number pre-
scribed in the patents) will have to be
abolished, by which will be called in
the further sum of . . . . 40,000,000

200,000,000
Therefore, from the above 400,000,000 W. W. must still

be withdrawn, by gradual free operations, 200,000,000
W. W,
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As a beginning of these operations the State may
aoply—

1. Interest at 2%2per cent. = 5,000,000.

2. Bonuses (by which the payment of higher
interests than 2%z per cent, would be avoided) from the
store of ready cash, a sum of about 10,000,000.

V. REULT OF THE WHOLE OPERATION, W.W.

1 .Abolished already Ce 40,000,000

2. Will be abolished :—
(@) By the'loan now proposed . . 120,000,000
(fty By bank stock . : 40,000,000
(c) By further operations by credlt . 200,000,000
400,000,000

3. One particular withdrawal without
increase of the State's load of interest. 200,000,000

600,000,000

In this way the interest to be paid by the State

would be— W. W.

1. For the sum aready withdrawn . . 400,000

2.For the proposed loan . . . . 3,000,000

3. For the 20,000 in bank stock : . 1,000,000

4. For further operations . . . . 5,000,000
9,400,000

GENERAL REMARKS ON THE PRECEDING RESULT.

1. By this course the State remains in possesson of
all its stores of ready cash, with the exception of—

(@) The 10,000,000 aready made use of under
the patents of June 1, by which, however, the amount
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of paper money in circulation has been reduced to
40,000,000.

(b) The 10,000,000 to be used in case of necessity,
to assist in the further credit operations.

2. By the present conversion of paper money the
State has to bear, not only all the interest for the
national debt (the paper money) at present paying no
interest, but also theinterest of the national debt hitherto
paying interest in W. W., together with 15,000,000
C. M. ; an annual interest, therefore, of 30,000,000,
immediate and without deduction. Onthe other hand,
the interest of the new debt, when the operation is
concluded, will not be more than 9,400,000 W. W.,
so that from the maximum, 15,000,000 W. W., will be
saved 5,600,000 W. W., and, with regard to the present
debt, the interest has not to be paid in C. M. till the
whole operation is finished, so that the State gains for
one or two years more the considerable difference
between the amount of interest in W. W. and the
samein C. M.
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1817.

JOURNEY TO LEGHORN IN THE SUITE OF THE
ARCHDUCHESS |EOPOLDINE, THE NEWLY-
MARRIED CROWN PRINCESS OF PORTUGAL.

Extracts from Metternich's private Letters from June 10 to
July 26, 1817.

214. Padua and Venice. 215. From Covigliajo—wretched accommodation
—Cattagjo—concert at the house of the Cardinal Legae—Abbet Mezzo-
fanti. 216. Impression made by Florence—the Pitti Paace—the gallery.
217. Pisa—Campo Santo—the episode of Pernambuco. 218. The Cata
lani. 219. The Popes illness— Fiesole—the Florentine dialect — the
churches of Sta. Annunziataand Sta. Croce—Alfieri'smonument byCanova
—opicture of the Last Judgment, by Bronzino. 220. The order of Eliza-
beth sent for Princess Metternich—Dr. Jaeger mekes a sensation in
Florence. 221. The portrait medallion presented for signing the marriage
treaty—the expected arrival of the fleet. 222. The ladies in attendance
eon the Archduchess. 223. Plan of thejourney. 224. To Leghorn—the
island of Elba—the American admiral's ship—arrival at Lucca—return to
Plorence. 225. Preparations for giving over the Archduchess—anecdote
of Zichy. 227. Arrival of the fleet—Metternich's journey to Lucca.

Metternich to his Wife, Padua, June 10,1817.

214. | arrived here, as | intended, in the evening
of the day before yesterday.

| have aways fancied, and | am quite sure now, that
summer is the proper season for Upper Italy. There
Is as little resemblance between the country, the towns,
everything, in Fadt, in winter and summer, as between
a garden in November, during the fogs and mud of that
season, and that same garden in the month of June.
No one can form any idea of the beauty of the country;
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all the plantations, all the trees, which with us suffer
from cold, wind, and dust, are in full vegetation ; all the
fields covered with flowers, all those melancholy little
gardens of the Brenta full of roses and jasmines and
orange trees in flower; all those houses, which then
looked so dilapidated, open and forming charming dwel-
lings: in oneword, everythingisnow beautiful. Venice
in June and Venice in December are two different cities ;
the heat there is moderated by the neighbourhood of
the sea; every evening a breeze springs up which is
refreshing but not cold ; in the daytime it is as warm
as with usin those beautiful summer days when there
is no appearance of a storm. The Piazza in front of
St. Mark's isfilled with large tents; the people are
in the streets till daybreak ; the cafes close at five in
the morning ; the Giudecca and the Grand Canal are
covered with gondolas. | walked about Venice yester-
day as if it were a city of the 'thousand and one
nights." The women have no longer red hands; blue
noses have disappeared, and the only ugly things | have
seen are those horrible old witches one meets every-
where, their grey hair streaming in the wind, and all
having bouquets of roses, or perhaps one great rose fas-
tened to their horrid old wigs. | cannot help sending
you a sketch which is very much like one of these
nymphs of the lagunes, who was literally coiffee as you
see.

215. Covigligjo, June 12.—I writeto you, my dear,
from our last resting-place before Florence. This place
reminds me of the charms of our head-quarters in the
Vosges : there is here only one house, and that avery
bad one ; the Archduchess has one room; | share one
with Floret; Madame de Khuenburg has a closet near
her mistress, without doors or windows ; the rest of
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the suite dleep in the carriages. | do not know who
chose the place, but certainly they could not have
chosen a worse. We are in the midst of the Apennines,
and no one would suspect we were in la belle Italie if it
were not for the number of chesnut woods.

Y esterday morning we left Padua and slept at Fer-
rara, where we were received by three cardinals. The
road from Padua as far as Eovigo is superb; we
stopped on the way to sse a beautiful castle (Cattajo)
belonging to the Duke of Modena. A wealthy gentle-
man named Obizzo took it into his head to bequeath
it to the Duke, to show his claim to belong to the House
of Este. The place is curious in itself, and for the
beautiful and numerous collections of every kind
gathered together by its last possessor. The road from
Rovigo to Lagoscuro, where the Po is crossed, is de-
testable ; the only choice is between being drowned in
the Po or smothered by the dust of a narrow cause-
way. Ferrara is superb, and if it had four times as
many inhabitants it would be tolerably filled. We
found there the Duke of Modena. The Cardinal Legate
had arranged a concert for us in one of the great
theatres, not being able to give us aplay, which, for
want of spectators, can only be managed once or twice
ayear. Thistheatreis finer than thosein Vienna; it
holds 3,000 persons, and would do honour to a great
capital. « We left Ferrarathis morning at five o'clock.
The Cardinal Legate of Bologna gave us an elegant
and very good breakfast at theUniversity, acelebrated
and magnificent place. The Librarian, Abbe Mezzo-
fanti, isworthy of his position; he speaks thirty lan-
guages, and aswell as if he were a native of each of the
thirty countries. | attacked himin German, and | defy
anyone not to take him for a Saxon. He has never
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been away from Bologna, and never had a master. |
asked how he got the right inflexions of the language.
' The inflexions,' replied he, " all spring from the genius
of language. | learnt in the grammar that each letter
Is pronounced in a certain manner ; | read and under-
stood it in three months, | could speak it in six, and
since then | have held conversations with Germans of
different countries. | have done the same with all lan-
guages. Indian and Chinese are the only ones that have
embarrassed me a little, for | have never had an oppor-
tunity of talking either with amandarin or a brahmin,
%, that | am not sure if | have surmounted the vulgar
pronunciation." | made an inward sign of humility,
and thought myself a perfect simpleton beside the
Librarian of Bologna.

216. Florence, June 14.—We have been here since
eleven yesterday morning.. It would be difficult to
explain to you the kind of impression which Florence
must necessarily produce on everyone who loves what
is beautiful and grand. All that | have seen up to
this time far surpasses my expectations. Great God!
what men they were in past times.

Yesterday | went through the gallery of the Pitti
Palace and Academy of Fine Arts, as well as the manu-
factory of pietra dura. To-day | have seen the great
gallery. | shall return here every day that | amin
Florence. | declare that | prefer it as it now is to the
Museum as it was. It is difficult to form an idea of
this immense treasury of all kinds of things; thebuild-
ing is magnificent, and above all perfectly adapted to
its object. The gallery of the Pitti Palace is a perfect
quintessence of beauty, and the great gallery is as beau-
tiful as that of the palace. The Venus de Medicisis
infinitely better placed than she was at Paris. She s,
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with four other magnificent statues, in the Tribune of
the Uffizi, which is lighted from above. There are in
the same gallery seven or eight Raphaels, each more
beautiful than the other. Among others thereis one
which represents the painter's mistress, and it is beyond
conception. | protest that the Grand Duke s the richest
man in the world. All the monuments left here by
Leopold are worthy of the Medici: many even surpass
them.

The country is fine, more so, however, in my opi-
nion, from culture than from its natural features. The
town is on the Apennines, in a valley formed by the
Arno. The soil is not very good ; nevertheless cul-
tivation has made Tuscany one of the most productive
countries in the world. It would be quite usdess to
attempt to count the number of dwellings to be seen
from every eminence. Besides hundreds of towns and
villages, from one window there may be seen, be-
tween Florence and Pistoia, more than four thousand
country houses and detached dwellings spread and
scattered on all sides. The climate is divine; thereis
great heat from eleven till five, but the morning, the
evening, and the night are like what a day in Para-
dise will probably be.

217. June 18.—The day before yesterday | went to
Pisa, and returned yesterday. Threeor four very violent
storms during the day spoilt the illuminations a little,
but still they were magnificent. Pisa in itself is very
curious* There are three edifices close together, which
are as beautiful as possible—the Cathedral, the Tower
{campanile), and the Baptistry of St. John. A fourth far
surpasses them. The Crusaders, on their return, brought
vessels full of earth from Palestine. They placed it in
a field, which they surrounded with a building, forming
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avast, simple corridor, in which are their tombs. Not
being able to die in the Holy Land, they wished to be
buried in its soil. Thisis called the Campo Santo. No
one can be buried there without special permission
from the Grand Duke, and there are many modern
tombs. The corridors are used now as a museum. They
collect there all that is dug up in the environs of Pisa,
and the excavations are considerable.

The last news from Lisbon informs us that the Go-
vernment has sent two vessels, intended to form part of
the convoy of the Archduchess, to blockade Pernam-
buco, and they have done well. This will, however,
cause a delay of two or three weeks. | shall therefore
change my plans. In two or three days | expect the
first news from Borne. | shall start (if | take thisjour-
ney) as soon as they arrive, for that city, where | shall
remain ten or twelve days, and then return to Florence.
| accompany the Archduchess to Leghorn. If thefleet
should be delayed beyond July 15, | shall make over
the affair of the surrender of the Archduchess to M.
d'Eltz, and shall be, as | told you when | left, at
Vienna on the 22nd or 24th. | suppose this affair at
Pernambuco will make a great noise at Vienna, and
that our gossips are talking asif that town were between
Purkersdorf and Sieghartskirchen. It appears that the
rising has made no progress, and that the measures
for repressing it were very well managed. It will
have no effect on the departure of the Archduchess,
except the necessity of hastily equipping two new ships
to convey her, or rather to complete her escort. | beg
you to mention these facts to the trumpeters of the
good town of Vienna.

For the rest, my journey here is a great and in-
estimable benefit. | do not know how the great crisis
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brought about by this new complication would have
passed over if | had not been on the spot. If my good
friends at Vienna cry out for or against my good for-
tune, | certainly have the conviction that | am doing
what is just and right, and at the right moment; the
only one inwhich great things can be done. My pre-
sence in Italy has an incalculable influence on the pro-
gress of affairs. If I could be vain of anything that
Heaven has helped me to do in the last few years, it
would be of the part | am playing at this interesting
juncture in Europe. The sovereign of all Italy could
not be received as | am ; all thosewho are on the right
side—and they are very numerous—crowd round me;
they give me their entire confidence, and look for safety
from me aone. The Jacobins hide themselves, and
they look upon me as arod held over them. If | have
ever been inspired in any step | have taken, it was in
deciding to come here ; and you are witness that | made
up my mind in a quarter of an hour.

218. June 20.—Yesterday we passed a charming
evening, a small party having been made at Madame
Appony's to hear Catalani sing. The two Archduchesses
came and all our suite. She sang in such a way as to
make all the company wild with delight. Shewas in
good voice, and you would have been as much en-
chanted as we all were. Assuredly, if the Holy Virgin
mingles her voice with the songs of the blessed, she
must sing like this woman.

| shall not decide on my journey to Borne for two
or three days. The Holy Father is always so ill that
he cannot attend to business; and as it is to do business
with him that | go there, | depend, thank God, on his
faculties much more than on my own.

219. June 28.—Not only does my journey to Borne
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become every day more problematical, but it is very
probable that | shall not go at all. The Pope, although
he is so far better that he has been taken from Castel
Gandolfo to the Quirinal, seems unable to do anything;
and as | was going to Rome entirely on business, |
should give up my visit if | could not attain my object.

Yesterday | had a charming drive. About three
miles from the town there is a mountain on which was
built the ancient Etruscan town of Fesula3, now Fiesole.
There are some remains of antiquity: there are the
walls of the old town, which date back to the time of
Porsenna; and in the midst of a field of olives are the
ruins of an amphitheatre, now almost entirely covered
over by landslips. On a mound are the remains of a
temple of Bacchus now transformed into a chapel. It
would be difficult to find a more magnificent site;
Florence with its innumerable villas is under your feet;
you can trace the whole valley of the Arno, and the
valleyswhich lead to Pistoia and to Volterra. It was
here in this town that Catiline was defeated, and that
this precursor of the ' Nainjaune’ * of our time ceased
to threaten the existence even of the Republic. Many
recollections, both ancient and modern, are connected
with this place, and with every spot of earth on which
one treads.

A remarkable thing in this country is the kind of
culture which exists among the people. Thereis not a
peasant who does not speak his own language with all
the refinement and elegance of an academician of the
Crusca. It is interesting to hold a conversation with
these good people: their language is that of the drawing-
room—no jargon, no shouting or raising of the voice,

* Nainjaunewas an illustrated comic journal of the republican colour—
ED.
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such as one hears in the rest of Italy. A vine-dresser,
who looked like a half negro, acted as cicerone. This
man related and explained everything to me like an
antiquary. Among the things which have most struck
me are the details of the Church of the Annunziata, the
first which was used by the Order of Servites. This
church is not very large, but beautiful, and exceedingly
rich in marbles. It contains pictures of the first rank,
and there is, among other things, asin all the convents
of Italy, an interior court surrounded by an open corri-
dor, and here all the arches between the columns are
painted in fresco by Andrea del Sarto. There are about
forty paintings representing the foundation of the order,
all of inconceivable beauty of design and composition.
Here aso is the superb painting of the Virgin with the
Infant Jesus and St. Mark, which is engraved in so many
ways. One of the arches represents the triumph of the
Virgin; she is seated on a car drawn by a lion and a
sheep—charming inidea, so rich and withal so simple.
The car is surrounded by angels with ideal figures.
These paintings were paid for at the rate of twenty
crowns each. The persons who had them painted took
care to have their coats-of-arnis painted on them. Their
descendants assuredly cannot regret the expense. The
frescoes are in perfect preservation. In this climate
nothing is injured, however it may be exposed to the
air. Given agood painter and a roof, and the pictures
will be handed down to posterity.

In the Church of Sta. Croce are the monuments of
celebrated men. Galileo has a fine tomb, and the
Countess of Albany has erected a superb monument to
Alfieri, executed by Canova. A colossal female, perso-
nating ltaly, is.represented as weeping over his tomb.
The whole thing is more grandiose than beautiful. |
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know many things of Canova's much better conceived,
and which speak more to the soul. There are magni-
ficent paintings in this church, among others a' Last
Judgment' by Bronzino, inconceivably fine as to execu-
tion. Christ, seated on an eminence, holds His hand out
to the elect, who are issuing from atomb at His feet.
The painter has taken care to place himself with his
wife and his daughter among them. He seems to have
made sure of his own future state. If all who enter
Paradise resemble the figures in this picture, it would
be a pity if there should be neither pencil nor palette
there. | have seen, | do not remember where—at
Padua, | think—a small picture, the beautiful conception
of which made a great impression upon me. Christ,
with an air simple though triumphant, holds up the
cross in the middle of a vast grotto. It is the entrance
of Limbo. On the right of the picture are the patriarchs
weeping with joy and love. St. John the Baptist calls
to him a number of beings, who are coming from all
parts of the interior of the cave, and shows them the
cross. Thereis an inspiration in this picture which is
quite magical. It is no longer Christ suffering on the
cross, but Christ having triumphed over death, and
sharing His triumph with the just, who are entering
into His kingdom. Expectation and happiness are
equally depicted on the faces; Christ alone is calm,
and St. John more inspired than ever. We hear him
cry from the abyss, ' The hour is come !

| have told you of the paintings; | will pass now to
the sculpture, and to something which, without produc-
ing chefs-d'oeuvrg is not without merit. Itis curious to
$e the manufactories of alabaster. Y ou order an enor-
mous vase to-day, and they bring it you to-morrow.
Y ou wish for your bust: a man takes a model of you
VOL. I11. 1)
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in clay in ten minutes, and in three or four days you
have a bust in alabaster, a perfect likeness. Eltz was
modelled to-day: a man took a lump of clay, and |
declare to you that one could not think more quickly
than he made the head, the nose, the mouth, &c. This
sculptor, whoisnot adisci pie of Gall, hasproved to me—
what we knew before, however—that the theory of the
said doctor is true in every respect. Eltz was almost
finished, but something was wanting; my man took a
step forward, and with a firm hand lie raised with his
thumbs four or five bumps on the head and the sides
of the jaws. From that moment the likeness was
striking.

220. June 29.—1 take advantage of the departure
of the military courier to inform you, my dear, that
M. de Maccalon has received news which leaves no
doubt about the departure of the fleet. If the winds
are favourable it will be at Leghorn about July 15.
This same courier has brought with him three decora-
tions of the Order of St. Elizabeth: one for the Arch-
duchess, one for our Empress, and the third for you.
The ribbon is rose-colour ; but the sea-air has faded it
so much that it is now a sort of straw-colour. It will
be necessary to get new ribbon, and | will send you
your decoration as soon as it has become rose-coloured
again. Asyou love the pomps of this world, this news
will make you very happy. | am sure that Leontine *
will bemoredelighted than her mammawith theribbon,
and that she will have great pleasurein repeating to her
nurse, dass Mama hat schbnes Band. The order itself is
superb; it is generally given only to queens or princesses
of the blood.

| do not think | have ever told you about my eye.

* Metternich's daughter, afterwards Countess Sandor—ED,
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It makes more progress in one day here than it did in
eight at Vienna. | am well satisfied, and so is my phy-
sician, who is becoming very famous at Florence. He
saves every day four or five eyes ; people are more back-
ward here in that art than anyone can imagine. Almost
all diseases of the eye, even when not serious at first,
lead to blindness, not for want of good eyes, but for
want of good doctors. Jaeger * has told me astonish-
ing facts on this subject. Just imagine, here they do
not know one of the instruments or curative methods
which have been adopted by all the world for the last
thirty or forty years. Another singular fact is that the
poor people do all they can to make themselves blind,
for here, as at Borne, it is the blind alone who can exer-
cise the profession of mendicants. Jaeger offered to
restore a man's sight to him ; the man asked if he would
also undertake his maintenance.

| have bought two pretty things: a charming copy
of Canova's Venus and an enormous alabaster vase, at
aridiculous price. 1 shall not buy anything else unless
| go to Eome, and, as | shall notgo, | shall buy nothing.

221. Poggio Imperiale, July 1.—Here is your
decoration from the other world, my dear Laura. You
alone will have a new ribbon, for that which you will
receive to-day has become hortensia instead of rose,
which it should be, and certainly the rose need not be
made more tender than nature has already made it. |
send you your decree, with a translation into French,
with which Mercy and | amused ourselves yesterday.
The turn of the sentences is so original that we have
tried to preserve it as much as possible. Y ou must
reply to the Queen. Thedecoration, fromitsform, seems

* Dr. Friedrich Jaeger, a cdebrated physcian in Vienna, who for many
years was Metternich's private physician, and survived him.—ED.

D2
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to go back to the year 801—that is to say, till the time
of Charlemagne.

The Marquisde Maccalon sent me yesterday, for the
signature of the contract of marriage, a medallion with
the portrait of the King surrounded by precious stones,
but so shamefully painted that he would not let me
keep it. The painter, who does not seem to be one at
all, has aimed at making hisMost Faithful Majesty smile.
He has opened his mouth so wide that he was forced
to show either his teeth or his tongue. The upper
teeth show like a ball of ivory lying on atongue, to say
the least, as thick.

Everything convinces me that the fleet must arrive
at Leghorn in eight or ten days. We go, therefore,
without further delay to settle ourselves there till the
moment of embarkation, and | will take my route by
Modena and Parma to return to you, and prepare to
be made a grandpapa.

Metternich to his daughter Marie, Florences, July 3.

222. Time goes on, my dear Marie, and | am
expecting the arrival of thisdevil of afleet asif it were
the Messiah, in order to regain my liberty, or rather
towin it again by handing over the key of the house
to M. d'Eltz. It seems, however, that it will be here
about the 10th of this month. We shall pass four or
five days free at Leghorn, and then vogue |la galere. It
appears that the feminine part of the Portuguese Court
is coming. This makes the ladies journey to Brazil
very doubtful. Of these ladies Madame de Khuenburg
Is estimable, and has most agreeable manners; Madame
de Lodrin is tall, and Madame de ugly. Both
are very good. There you have their finished por-
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traits. OIld Edlingisvery well. His fall has bleached
him; nothing is left of his olive-coloured Brazilian
cheeks but the cheek bones. His mind has recovered,
but he still wanders sometimes. For example, he asked
me yesterday (the subject was Marie Louise), *Is she
not at Paris? | said to him, 'Good God, no; sheis
at Parma." ' True,' said Edling; "I had forgotten that
the Emperor Napoleon had bought Parma!' Y ou may
be sure | said nothing moreto him, for | do not like to
waste my words.

My health is very good. | have tested anew the
perfections of the Court cuisine.

| had a charming walk yesterday evening. All the
surrounding country is a succession of hills more or
less high.  All offer the most delicious prospects, all are
planted, and too much planted for effect. The trees
are olives, figs, bignonias, catalpas, all in bloom ; the
gardens, even those of the peasants, are filled with
orange trees; the hedges are composed principally of
jasmine, others of the flowering arbutus; there are
clematis blossoms large as pompon roses, pomegranates
covered with flowers. The vines are not planted in the
same way as on the other side of the Po; a vineis
planted by the side of atree, and, being allowed to climb
up it, ends by covering more or less the whole of it, so
that the grapes appear to belong to the tree. All the
plants smell twice as sweet as they do with us; and the
grass and the plants at the roadside are so aromatic that
by the evening one knows not what it is, but that all the
air is perfumed. What adds to the charm of the first
part of the night is the immense quantity of small
luminous flies, which they call here 'lucciole They
fly in millions about all places covered with grass and
round the trees. Their light is at least as sparkling
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and strong as the sparks from a steel. The whole
country seems on fire. The moon of Florence, which,
like that of Vienna, is near the full, is clear as she never is
withus. Theairis calm at that hour, about fourteen
or fifteen degrees, light and clear. One can well under-
stand how this beautiful climate hasproduced somany
painters and poets.

| intend to order at Rome two bas-reliefs from Thor-
waldsen. | will have them placed in the two panels,
which | will make in stucco, at the end of the small
drawing-room at the villa. | assure you people will
come to see them.

Mettemich to his Wife, Florence», July 10.

223. Here we are, my dear, at the 10th of the
month, and we do not yet know the exact day of the
arrival of the fleet. Thisis my plan of campaign. |
shall leave here on the 20th, whether the Archduchess
has been surrendered or not. | shall take eight days
from here to Vienna, for | shall stop one day at Modena,
and | only wish to travel from five in the evening to six
in the morning, so as to allow the hours of intense heat
to pass, during which | shall rest and dine. Conse-
quently | shall be with you from the 27th to the 29th.
| shall spend three clear days at Vienna, and shall leave
again on the 4th for Carlsbad. |If thefleet arrives here
on the 20th, | shall effect the transference before my
departure ; if not, I shall make over the affair to Eltz.
Theday after to-morrow | shall probably pass four-and-
twenty hours at Leghorn, to inspect the place and
arrange everything proper for the ceremony. The
weather is so calm that the vessals cannot make much
way; it is therefore necessary to reckon on three or
even four weeks sailing, although with afresh wind
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the route from Lisbon to Leghorn takes fifteen or six-
teen days at the most.

The Archduchess Marie Louise has been here since
the day before yesterday. We form quite a colony at
Poggio. After all, it would hold three times as many
people.

224 . Poggio, July 17.—I set out for this place on the
14th, at six in the evening, with MM . d'Appony and de
Maccalon, the faithful Floret, the amiable Hudelist, and
Prince Jablonowsky, who had arrived from Naples.
We had five coaches. We arrived at three in the
morning at Leghorn. As weall had been clever enough
to seep in the carriage, none of us cared to go to bed.
It was beautiful and fresh, and we had the prospect of
a very hot day before us. We therefore decided to go
at once to see the port and everything that would have
exposed us to the heat of the sun. We began by as
cending the beautiful lighthouse which is at the end of
the new pier. Thei'e we beheld the first rays of the
sun gilding the rocks of the islands of Gorgona, Capraja,
Corsica, and Elba. About two miles seaward was the
American squadron, which had just left the roadstead
of Leghorn, and also two Neapolitan frigates and a brig
which the Dey of Algiers had bought at Leghorn, in
order to carry off Tuscan subjects in the open sea close
by. The whole view was magnificent. Gorgona is
about fifteen miles off; it is nothing but an immense
rock inhabited by fishermen and a small Tuscan garri-
son. Capraja and Corsica were so flooded with the
bright morning light that every valley could be dis-
tinguished ; the island of Elba was very plain, but
Porto-Ferrajo is too near the level of the sea to be per-
ceived at that distance. | could not see that island
without thinking of my forced march on March 5,1815,
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in consequence of the news of Napoleon's departure.
Having surveyed the whole neighbourhood of the port,
we returned, and then took some hours of repose; at
midday we hurried through the shops, of which that of
Michelis is the most beautiful and certainly the only
one of its kind in the world. There are sold the most
beautiful alabasters and magnificent marbles. No one
could look at Pisani's who had examined those made at
Leghorn. | bought several charming thingsat aridi-
culous price, considering the workmanship. | went
over the spot where the surrender of the Archduchesswil |
take place. We dined at the principal hotel—whichdid
not deservethat title—and at six in the evening we em-
barked to pay a visit to the American Commodore.
To avoid the firing of guns | would not be announced,
and | remained on board till sunset, when they do not
salute. The flagship has eighty-four guns, and is one of the
most beautiful vessels | have ever seen. The Americans,
who have a great rivalry with the English, owed their
success in the last war to the new construction of their
ships of the line, some of which carry as many as ninety
guns. They are constructed like frigates, but without
quarter-decks, and are fast sailers like frigates, and can
consequently overtake these vessdls, which in England
never carry more than eighty guns. They can aso
avoid with the same facility vessels of the line of
greater tonnage. The Commodore received us with
much distinction; he immediately placed the whole
crew under arms, and showed me over every part of his
ship. Its whole appearance and neatness are admirable.
| do not know if in these respects it does not even sur-
pass the English ships; on the other hand, the style of
the crew does not equal that of the latter. The Com-
modore is a great amateur of the fine arts and frae
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animals. He has pictures in his cabin, among others a
copy of the portrait of Pope Julius| 1., after Eaphael, and
between decks and on the upper deck African gazelles
and a great Canadian bear. Between decks, where the
sailors dine, there is on each table a pyramid of very
clean vessdls, which contain the drink for the sailors,
and a Bible distributed by the Bible Society of Boston.
The maladie biblique extends through both hemispheres.
After leaving the fleet, we had another look at the shops,
which the principal merchants had taken care to have
well illuminated. We retired at eleven, and at six we
started in the carriage for Lucca. Leghorn is a beau-
tiful town, or rather it has one fine square, and one fine
street. There is great confusion in this street, and it is
like a very busy market. | saw the synagogue, the
most beautiful in Italy (there are twelve thousand Jews
at Leghorn, who enjoy great privileges). | wanted to
visit the Lazaretto for quarantine, but could not find a
moment.

| reached Lucca at mid-day. The town is old and
quite lovely ; the country is as charming as it is pos
sible to see.  Luccais situated in a small plain, in the
midst of beautiful high mountains rich in vegetation.
They are clothed with olive trees to the very summit.
The country is not cut up asit is in other parts of
Italy, and the soil is excellent. At two o'clock | went
to Saltocchio, a villa belonging to M. Canamy, who
was Madame Elisa's ecuyer and with good reason; she
is charming. About two thousand steps from that is
Marlia, a quite divine place, which Madame Elisa has
had built and planted. The house recalls to my mind
the most comfortable French chdteaux. The garden is
planted in the English style, and that marvellously;
it is large and has a very uncommon appearance,
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perhaps even unique of its kind, for | know of no other
garden in the English style on this side of the Alps,
planted with such aprofusion of trees and exotic flowers;
there are, for example, whole groves of magnolias.
The climate of Luccais a great deal milder than that
of Florence ; the heat is not so excessive during the
summer, and the cold is never more than two or three
degrees below zero during winter, so that the most de-
licate plants grow in the open air. After taking a turn
in the gardens, we dined at Marlia, where | had invited
the first people in Lucca. We started again at six in
the evening and arrived at Florence at midnight. Two
days could not possibly have been spent better or more
agreeably.

225. Florence, July 12.—1 shall go to-morrow to
Leghorn, to prepare for the arrival of my Princess, and
| shall leave here to-morrow at six in the evening. |
shall be at Leghorn at one or two in the morning ; |
shall remain there the whole of the 14th, and leave
Leghorn on the 15th at two in the morning ; by day-
break | shall be at Pisa, which | have seen; | shall go
to the stud of camels belonging to the Grand Duke, the
only establishment of the kind in Europe; from there
to the baths of Pisa, and dine at Lucca, where | shall
pass the rest of the day. On the morning of the
15th | shall return to Poggio, so | shall have seen a
great deal in ashort time. The Portuguese fleet should,
according to letters from Lisbon of June 10, have left
that port on the 18th or 22nd, so it may be expected at
Leghorn at any hour. | shall be delighted if it arrives
there exactly on the 14th.

Here is a charming anecdote of Charles Zichy, the
younger. He was at Parma last spring. The Arch-
duchess invited him to dinner. A famous improvisatore,
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Gricci, was to give a representation after dinner. Zichy
took care to arrive first; after him the Cardinal Arch-
bishop of Parma. These two gentlemen did not know
one another. Zichy, however, guessed by the red
stockings of the Cardinal that he must be some one of
importance, and ended by breaking the ice, and present-
ing himself to the Cardinal, saying 'lo sono Zichy
The Cardinal overwhelmed him with compliments, and
would have embraced him: 'Sgner Gricci, ah| Sgnor
Gricci; che piacere, che reputazione, che talento! Av-
remmo il piacere di sentirla, d'ammirarla? Zichy, de-
lighted to see that his name produced such an extra-
ordinary effect, being pressed by the old Cardinal to
give him a specimen of his savoir ,'aire just to pass the
time, hesitated, talked of his small merits, his services,
of the Chamber, of all he had done for twenty years
without advancement! The arrival of Marie Louise
alone put an end to the scene.  She herself told me the
story to-day.

226. July 23.—Eho mine propose, chere amie, et
Dieu dispose! This devil of a fleet is just eight days
too late. A courier arrived here yesterday from Lisbon,
having taken fourteen days, and he informed us that
the fleet set sail on the 6th of this month. It may
arrive to-morrow, the day after, or in a week or ten
days, according to the wind. It is not likely that it
will take more than three weeks coming, and in that
case it will be at Leghorn from the 27th to the 29th.
The  embarkation of the Archduchess cannot take place
for seven or eight days after it has anchored in the
roads ; it must take from three to five days for re-
victualling and embarking the luggage. | told youin
my last, that if | had no news on the 22nd | should
leave on the 25th. Now | cannot see that this will be
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possible.  The ceremonies would not detain me except
for the sake of decency, but business will. | must see
the Portuguese Commissioner, at least | can hardly help
it, a he has business with me, and it will at least be
very difficult, if not impossible, to avoid waiting till the
moment of arrival.

227. July 26.—That blessed squadron lias at last
come to anchor at Leghorn. It was recognised and
signalled yesterday at mid-day, at the distance of twertty
miles. It entered the roads two hours and a half ago.

According to my calculations, it must take ten or
twelve days to revictual. Consequently | leave to-day
for the baths of Lucca, where | shall be at six this
evening. | shall begin my cure to-morrow, and | shall
only interrupt it during the two days which | shall
spend at Leghorn, in order to complete my task. These
days depend on the above-mentioned question of the
revictualling of the Portuguese fleet.



AT THE BATHS OF LUCCA.

Extracts from the private Letters from Metteraich to his Family,
from July 28 to August 1817.

228. Description of Lucca. 229. Numerous guests. 230. Visit of the
Archduchess to Leghorn—arrival of the English Admiral Penrose—de-
scription of the Portuguese ships. 231. The ceremony of surrendering the
Archduchess—farewell.  232. The Archduchesss ship sas sall—Marie
Louise. 233. Metternich's departure from Lucca.

Mettemich to his Wife, Baths of Lucca, July 28, 1817.

228. | am here in the most charming spot in the
world. The road from Lucca to the waters passes
through the most picturesque valley that can be con-
ceived. The mountains which border it are as high as
the Styrian Alps (excepting of course the summits co-
vered with perpetual snow). A majestic torrent rushes
through it, and this most beautiful road brings us, at
the distance of fifteen miles, to the baths and waters.
| am livingin the part called the Villade Bagni, ahouse
which Elisa had built, or rather arranged, for herself;
thiswill tell you thatit is comfortable and well situated.
| have a bath in the house itself, and the waters for
drinking are close by. About a mile from this are the
bagni caldi; they carry anyone who wishes to go there
in achair. It is a curious sight to see the quantity of
open and covered chairs which cross a large wood of
chestnuts and a very steep mountain. | can only com-
pare the situation to that of Styria;, add to .that the
vegetation of Italy, and you embellish the picture amaz-
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ingly. The air is excellent, it is neither too hot nor too
cold; the establishments for the baths are well con-
ducted, and luxuriously carried out. Everything that
with uswould be of wood is here of the most beautiful
Carrara marble.

The news which | receive from Leghorn do not
allow me to suppose that the embarkation can take
place before August 15. This proves to me that the
Portuguese are the slowest people in the world. The
ships require a number of things which the Government
at Lisbon had not time to procure, although they had
eight months in which to doit. The Admiral requires
ten days for revictualling; | give him twenty, and that
brings us to August 15. If such is the case, | shall try
to finish my course of waters before quitting Leghorn,
and | shall leave that port straight for Vienna. If the
Admiral is, contrary to my expectation, more expedi-
tious, | shall make an interval of two days in my cure.

229. Baths of Lucca, August 2.—My house is full
of visitors; | have with me MM . de Maccalon, de Na-
varro, and de Mello; Wallmoden and his brother, and
D'Aspre; LouisKaunitz and Golowkin; the Abbe Justel
and two painters. | have, therefore, been obliged to
take another house to lodge those who cannot find room
in my palace. Everybody is enchanted with the place;
they all declare that there cannot be anything more
beautiful, and | am of the same opinion. | think the
life of aPrince of Luccais, without doubt, one of the
happiest and most to be envied. This little country has
everything and not too much; it contains a town, a
country-house, a bath, a seaport, a lake, a river, &c.
Y ou e the emharras des richesses is not excessive, white
that of choice does not present itself at all: in fact,
here ambition and enjoyment never being directed to
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more than one object, thefirst must ever be limited, and
the second become constant.

230. Leghorn, August 10.—I arrived here at eight
inthe evening. | found all the Courts and four thousand
visitors. | have been to see my Princess, and | went
with her to the theatre. The house is magnificent, not
much smaller than La Scala, and has five rows of boxes.
They gave us the ' Orazi,' by Cimarosa, a superb opera,
but unhappily sung by those horrible Germans from
the Pergola of Florence, against whom | have already
expressed my wrath at the time of my arrival in this
town. | find they have added to the troupe a second
dancer from Milan.

| have just returned, and write to you immediately.
The surrender will be effected the day after to-morrow,
and the embarkation the day after that. The vessels
will set sail the same day. | will tell you all about the
ships when | have seenthem. Admiral Penrose arrived
here to-day in aseventy-four gun ship. We have, there-
fore, a fleet of several different nations, who will add to
the splendour of thefete by the number of their salutes.
The Portuguese declare that they will deliver their Prin-
cess to their Princein forty or forty-five days, counting
the passage of the strait.

August 11.—1 have been on board the Portuguese
vessals thismorning. They arevery fine. The' Jean V | ."
is pierced for ninety guns: it carries only thirty-six, for
in every place where there should be one beyond that
number they have made a cabin for one of the numerous
ladies we are sending to Brazil. The Archduchess's
apartment is aswell cared for as possible ; it is spacious
and furnished with much luxury. She has a fine grand
dining-room, abedroom, dressing-room, and bath. Be-
sides all this, there is great tent on the deck, which
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would easily hold three hundred people. The °St. Se-
bastian * isof the same power, and Eltz will consequently
find himself lodged as if he were the ambassador of
Neptune himself. It is difficult to imagine all the
people that these vessels contain: besides the Austrian
ladies, there is the Portuguese Court—that is to say,
three officials of the Court. Each of these gentlemen
has his wife and children with him, and they all have
large families; the Grand-Master, Castel-Melhor, has five
children. Thefather, mother, and children have beenil |
the whole way from Lisbon to this place. The number
of officers of every grade has been tripled. Above all,
remember that a considerable number of cows, calves,
pigs, sheep, four thousand fowls, some hundreds of ducks,
and from four to five hundred canaries, and large and
small birds from Brazil, and you must see that the ark
of old Noah was a child's toy in comparison with the
"JeanV1.'" May God preserve thisfloatingworld from
shipwreck! The Admiral promises well: he engages
himself to arrive in thirty-five or forty days; you see,
therefore, that the Portuguese can sometimes be prompt.

231. August 12.—I1 have concluded my ceremony
to-day, and con brio, | flatter myself. The act of giving
up the Archduchess was very beautiful and very solemn.
Every one assembled at eleven, and a quarter of an
hour afterwards the ceremony commenced. It lasted a
good half hour, and M. de Castel-Melhor received his
royal Princess from my hand—unworthy from this mo-
ment to touch hers—as the Portuguese, both men and
women, in kissing it kneel on one knee. At twowe had
a grand dinner, which, by the by, did not do honour
to the cook of his Imperial and Royal Apostolic Majesty.
At four we all paid avisit to Admiral Penrose, on the
* Albion,"a superb vessel of seventy-four guns. The
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Admiral gave a grand collation to the Archduchesses
and the Grand Duke. The gunsfired, and the show was
magnificent, with the immense number of pleasure-boats
that accompanied the Grand Duke, in which were the
princes and great personages. Al the men-of-war gave
the royal salute, which isin my opinion one of the most
beautiful sights that the ingenuity of man has invented.
At six we conducted the Prince of Salerno and Mon-
seigneur the Archduke on board their frigate, and left
them there. They left that night with a fair wind for
Naples.

Thissame ' Albion' was a good deal knocked about
before Algiers. The vessel bears no marks, but there
are a number of men on board who have only one arm ;
among others the Admiral's son-in-law, who commands
the ship.

August 13.—To-day at four | conducted the Arch-
duchess on board. We embarked on that grand ship
the "Jean V1.' As we passed through the port we were
saluted by all the batteries of the fortress, and by a*
Immense concourse of spectators. It took us half an,
hour to reach the ship, which the Archduchess now
saw for the first time. She thought her apartment very
beautiful, and with reason: it would be difficult to make
it moreelegant. All theladies on board arewell lodged :
other people as best they may. At six the Archduchess
Marie Louise came and joined us, upon which all the
guns began firing again. The sea was covered with
boats, and the most lovely weather favoured the fete;,
at night the two Portuguese vessels were illuminated..
Their outlines stood out marvellously on a sea calm and
smooth asice. At ten, thewind becoming stronger and
the sea rising very much, we re-embarked on our frail
bark and re-entered the port.

VOL. [l E
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The sea having been smooth all the evening, no one
of the Princess's suite was sick except one of her maids,
who will most probably not accompany her. The wind
is contrary, the immense quantities of luggage and
different packages must be put in order, so that the
squadron will not be able to set sail for four-and-twenty
hours. | shall go on board again to-morrow, and at
three | shall leave for my baths.

Before | start | will write you a line. The only
person to be pitied on board is Madame de Lodron.
She can only stand upright between the beams which
form the ceiling of the cabin. Her bed is too short, so
that it will be wonderful if she does not arrive at Brazil
bent double by circumstances instead of age. Y ou may
guess what she will be like when she returns.

232. Baths of Lucca, August 16.—I have taken
leave of my Archduchess. The squadron set sail yes
terday morning at half-past five ; before ten it was
lost to sight, and our poor ladies were left to their
fate. Marie Louise left Leghorn yesterday, after the
departure of her sister. She arrived here at mid-day;
dined with me and slept at Marlia, from whence she
departed this morning by the Pontremoli road, which
she wishes to see, because it will go through a great
part of her duchy. A road which exists only on paper
Is not convenient for travellers; so shewill have to ride
fifty miles on horseback. | shall go one of these days
by Sarzanato the Gulf of Spezzia. It would take thirty
hours for this excursion, which would be interesting to
me partly from curiosity : it would be interesting to see
the plan of this road, which is of very great importance
to us; and | should visit in passing the quarries of
Carrara. | shall sdleep at Massa, and the next day
| shall return here. | shall choose for this expe-
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dition one of the days of interruption ordered in every
cure.

233. At the Waters of Lucca, August 29.—1 shall
leave here to-morrow morning and sleep at Massa, after
having visited Carrara. The day after to-morrow (the
olst) | shall start early in the morning for Lerici, where
| shall see the Gulf of Spezzia, then | shall return to
dine at Massa and deep at Pistoia.  On the 1st | shall
go to Modena. On the 2nd | shall sleep at Parma,
where | shall remain on the 3rd. On the 4th | go as
far as Verona, where | shall have a meeting on business
witli Saurau and Gooss. At Verona | shall decide ac-
cording to the weather on the route by Bozen or by
Ponteba; | shall then also be able to tell you the pre-
cise day of my arrival, which will not be before the
11th or later than the 12th September.

My visit here lias had the best results for all the
affairs which brought me to Italy, and for some which
| had not expected, but which came before me during
my visit. | regret nothing in my involuntary change of
plan, happy asit is inits results. | am leaving alittle
country which is in every way very interesting, and
from which | carry away a remembrance very dear to
my heart. | have had the happiness of repairing many
faults and follies, and | have prevented new ones being
committed in a time more or less remote, which is very
important for a country about to pass under another
Government. | am more and more convinced that one
only does well what one does oneself, and that one
ought to be everywhere to do well.

My visitors have dispersed into all parts of Europe.
Golowkin started this morning for hisretreatin Switzer-
land.  Wallmoden returned here from Leghorn
yesterday. Hewill start to-morrow for Florence, with

EZ2
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the intention of reviewing the troops which marched
through that place from Naples. Kaunitz will accom-
pany me to the Gulf, and we shall separate at Lucca
the day after to-morrow.

Here you have an exact summary of all my doings
and all my movements. | leave these places with real
regret, but | look forward to seeing you again with
infinitely more pleasure, so that the balance is alto-
gether in my favour. One must see this country to
know that such a country exists, and this knowledge is
a great consolation.
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CONCLUSON OF THE COURSE OF BATHS ETC., IN
LUCCA.

234. Metternich to the Emperor Francis, Lucca, August 29,1817.

234. The course of waters and baths which have
had so beneficial an effect on my health being now
quite concluded, | shall to-morrow commence my
journey back to Vienna.

My first business after my return will be to give
your Majesty an account of my travels in ltaly, to
Home, Naples, Florence, and Lucca (No. 245). | am
glad to think that | have lost neither time nor oppor-
tunity of furthering your Magjesty's service. It only
remains for me to-day to offer your Majesty my mcst
respectful thanks for so graciously permitting me to
stay here and devote four whole weeks to my health,
which has again given me strength to serve your Majesty
with the same feelings of personal devotion your Ma-
jesty has long known me to possess.

METTERNICH.

| s, with pleasure that the baths of Lucca have
been of service to you, and take note of the other infor-

mation.

FRANCIS.
Fogaras, September 12,1817.



VIST TO THE COURTS OF MODENA AND
PARMA.

Extracts from Metternich's private Letters to his Family, from
September 2 to September 9, 1817.

235. From Modena—Massa and Carrara—differences of climate. 230. From
Mantua—usit to Marie Louise at Parma.  237. From Verona.

Mettemich to his Wife, Modena, September 2.

235. | have arrived here, my dear, after the most
charming journey possible. As | told you, | left the
baths of Lucca on the morning of the 30th. | arrived
at Massa the same day at two o'clock. After resting
for half an hour, | went to Carrara, and | have returned
to deep at Massa

The road from Lucca to Massa is charming. On
reaching the summit of the high mountains which form
the basin of Lucca, a magnificent plain opens to view'
of from three to four leaguesin extent, and the immense
reach of coast along the Mediterranean. The port of
Viareggio lies at one's feet, and when it is clear Corsica
can be seen directly opposite. Theweather was superb.
Massa is a small but very well built town ; the chdtean
is large and very well arranged. From my bed | have
a boundless prospect. The road from Massa to Car-
rara is newly made; it is lovely, and you leave the
most beautiful country to find yourself plunged in a
wild valley not less beautiful because the scenery is of
adifferent kind. You arrive at Carrara, and if you did
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not know where you were, you would find it out from
every stone of the pavement. The worst stone of the
country is a beautiful marble. The poor people's
houses are of grey or white veined marble. The
inhabitants are, for the most part, comfortably off, for
everyone can find employment in the numberless
workshops connected with sculpture. There are at
least thirty studios, large and small, in which may be
seen every tiling that one can desire. The best Roman
sculptors have their statues made at Carrara; they choose
a block, put it in hand, andfinishit afterwards in their
studios at Rome. Others come themselves to live for
several months at the fountain-head for marble. |
found there Rauch and Tieck, two Prussians of great
talent, who make the most beautiful things for the
King. Among other things, Rauch is now making a
copy of the Queen's mausoleum. After having seen
everything, | returned to Massa. The next day, at six,
| started for Lerici. The view, when you arrive at the
top of the mountains, and perceive the Gulf of Spezzia
quite under your feet, is of the greatest beauty. | em-
barked at Lerici, and crossed the Gulf as far as Porto-
Venere; from thence | went round the Gulf itself, in
order to see it thoroughly, and returned to Massa at
fonr o'clock. | dined there and slept at Lucca. Yes-
terday | slept at a cursed place called Paulo, in the
Apennines, where the Archduke had the kindness to
send me a cook and attendants, which assuredly were
not unnecessary. | arrived here thismorning at eleven,
and have spent the day in seeing the few curiosities
Modena has to offer.

One thing which strikes meis the extreme difference

of the climate of Tuscany from that on this side of the
Apennines. | have often been told that Italy proner
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commences on the south of that chain of mountains,
and this is quite true. | here find Lombardy and
Venetia again, while Tuscany is quite a contrast. The
plants peculiar to the south are not found here. The
fact is most striking at Lucca, and above all at Massa.
Lucca is farther south than Tuscany, and Massa is
like Sicily. The coast being narrow and the moun-
tains acting as reflectors, it never freezes, nor is there
even snow at Massa. Oranges grow abundantly in the
open fields, and all succulent plants can be acclima-
tised.

236. Mantua, September 5.—I arrived here this
evening at nine, and | intend to leave again to-morrow
at midday, and dleep at Verona, where the Governors of
Milan and Venice are expecting me.

| stayed nearly two days at Parma—that is to say,
| arrived there on the third at seven in the evening,
and | left to-day at noon for Colorno, where the Arch-
duchess gave me a dinner. Her establishment could
not be more comfortable ; her Court is marvellously
arranged, and there is neither too much nor too little
of anything. Parma in itself contains a number of ob-
jects of interest. This town was the cradle of Correggio.
The halls and walls are covered with his works; heis
for Parmawhat GiulioRomanois for Mantua. Nothing
can be imagined more enchanting than what he has
bequeathed to an age unhappy that it cannot imitate
him, but happy to be able to admire him.

237. Verona, September 6,10 o'clock in the Evening.—
Thismorning | have seen all thereis to see at Mantua, and
much eventhat isnot worth taking the troubleto see. |
arrived here at three o'clock. At Veronal have been
to see all that my unfortunate eye prevented me from
seeing in 1816, and | shall leave in an hour with the
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intention of staying to-morrow night at Bozen, which
Is twelve posts from this.

| write by the present courier to Pepi * at Klagen-
furt, where | shall be on the 10th. You will receive
news of me from that town by the courier who orders
my horses, and who will arrive at least fifteen or six-
teen hours before me.

| hope | shall find you all in good health. | am
most anxious about the pauvre petite® but | am far
from flattering myself that | shall find her convalescent.
May | but find her better !

Adieu! | have still to get rid of Saurau, Goess,
and at least twenty people who arein my antechamber.
My travels have ceased to be a pleasure. | am adways
tormented with honours, and consequently by annoy-
ances of every description.

* Count Joseph Esterhazy, subsequently Metternich's son-in-law.
t Princess Hermine, Metternich's daughter, who still survives.
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THE EXISTENCE OF SECTS IN CENTRAL EUROPE.
238. Metternich to Lebzeltern at Petersburg, Florence, June 28,1817.

238. The progress of sects which are beginning
to threaten the peace of many countries, especialy in
Central Europe, is an object worthy to occupy the
attention of Cabinets.

The human mind generally revels in extremes. A
period of irreligion, aperiod in which pretended philo-
sophers and their false doctrines have tried to over-
turn all which human wisdom has recognised as inti-
mately connected with the eternal principles of morality,
has been necessarily followed by an epoch of moral
and religious reaction. Now, every kind of reaction is
false and unjust, and it is only given to wise and con-
sequently strong men to be neither the dupes of false
philosophers nor the sport of false religions. If any
one doubted the intimate connection which exists be-
tween the moral and material world, proofs would be
found in the march and progress of certain maladies
of the mind, which present all the symptoms of true
epidemics. For some time the Methodists have made
great progress in England and America; and this sect,
by following the track of all the others, isnow beginning
to extend its proselytism to other parts of Europe.
There are at the present moment, principally in Upper
Germany and Switzerland, hundreds of thousands of
individuals morally affected by mysticism. The king-
dom of Wurtemberg, the Grand Duchy of Baden, con-
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tain an entire population, fanatical to the point of
abandoning all the comforts of thisworld to seek exist-
ence and happiness in the holy places which they
regard as the proper preparation for a future life.
There are in Swabia whole families who practise the
greatest self-denial, young men who will do nothing un-
less they are allowed to emigrate either to Palestine or
to some desert place, where, withdrawing from all
society, they can constitute among themselves a theo-
cratic government more or less similar to that of the
Jews after their departure from Egypt. Some of these
sects have an exclusively moral and religious object.
Others betray decided tendencies towards a political
malady, and as Jacobinism, even extreme asit is, still
admits of further extremes, many of these sects wish
to found their new society on the principles of the
agrarian law.

You will have heard, Sir, of the extraordinary
errors into which the so-called Poeschlianer in Upper
Austria have fallen. A ramification of this same sect
has been discovered in the country of Wurzburg, and
young men, and especially young women, have given
themselves up to the most frightful torments, and even
to death, in order to render themselves worthy of Para-
dise. In Swabia there are a number of Independents,
a religious and political sect, who dream only of an
agrarian law, theocrats who wish for the law of Moses,
and many other associations, each one more fanatical
than the other.

You have doubtless seen in the Swiss newspapers,
and especially in that of Aarau, articles which the
Governments have been forced to publish against the
predications of Madame de Krudener; the tendency
of this woman is more dangerous than all the others,
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because her predications are all intended to excite the
indigent classes against the proprietors. She invites
the poor to put themselves in the place of the rich,
and her fanaticism no doubt prevents her from per-
ceiving that she thus establishes the most vicious circle
possible, as she would, in fact, thus give to people
formerly rich but now poor, the undoubted right of
ameliorating their condition in their turn, by putting
themselves again in the place of those who had dispos-
sessed them.

It is, doubtless, worthy of the wisdom of the great
Powers to take into consideration an evil which it is
possible, and perhaps even easy, to stifle in its begin-
ning, but which can only gain in intensity in propor-
tion as it spreads. The Courts must not forget that
there exist in Europe disturbers of the public repose,
who are deceived in all their calculations by a linn and
continued progress, and the just and liberal principles
of the great monarchs who have saved Europe. These
men, desperate, and forced from their last intrench-
ments, regard as their own property all questions of
disorder whatever, and it is perhaps reserved for us to
see the editors of the' Nainjaune ' and the' Vrai Liberal’
preach against the vanities of this world, and to see
Carnot and Barere make themselves the apostles of the
New Jerusalem. This subject deserves the most serious
attention ; it is connected with the well-being of society
and the tranquillity of States more closely than is
supposed, and the great Courts should not be slow to
take into consideration the means of checking the
designs of these fomenters of a new kind of revolution.

| beg you, Sir, to sound the Russian Cabinet on
this subject, and to inform us of itsideas. The Courts
will easily find means within their reach, whenever
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they come to an understanding with each other about
the matter, and it belongs doubtless to the first
Powers of Europe to confine their views to measures
beyond the reach of the Governments of small States,
who can only expel a dangerous individual from so
small a territory, and'who, if they endeavour to save
their own people from the contagion, can only pass it
on to their neighbours.
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THE BIBLE SOCIETIES AND THE EMPEROR
ALEXANDER.

239. Metternich to the Emperor Francis, Lucca, August 29, 1817.

239. | have to-day the honour to lay before your
Majesty a matter perfectly new to diplomacy.

Some days ago a courier arrived from the Russian
Cabinet, whom | at first supposed to have been en-
trusted with some important communications. The
value of these communications your Majesty will see
from the copy | enclose of Count Nesselrode's letter
(No. 240); the second enclosure is my answer to the
same (No. 241). Your Majesty has no doubt been long
convinced that the Emperor Alexander can never keep
to the ordinary ways of men. In 1815 he abandoned
pure Jacobinism, but only to throw himself into mysti-
cism; his tendencies being always revolutionary, so
also are his religious feelings, and therefore he could
not avoid assuming the protectorate of Bible Societies.

| pray your Majesty to regard my answer to Count
Nesselrode as meant exclusively for the Emperor
Alexander, and so to judge it. If | have entered into
many special details, | did thisto put an end, at the very
commencement, to correspondence between the two
Cabinets upon Biblical subjects and religious police
measures. The Emperor Alexander will assuredly cease
to love and care for such narrow-minded Christians,
when |, as your Majesty's Minister, represent your
Majesty's views.
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| wish to leave no doubt in his mind that hisnotions
of religious enlightenment are not those of your
Majesty, and that consequently such questions do not
admit so easily of amelioration. Itis very hard to de-
termine to what extent this madness will reach. In all
the ideas of the Emperor Alexander, the design of
proselytising stands first; with this object he wins
over Jacobins in Italy and sects in Europe. Now 'the
rights of man' give place to 'Bible reading." It only
remains for us quietly yet curiously to see what will
be the next answer to my last despatch to Lebzeltern
(No. 238), with respect to the dangers of mysticism
and the common action of the Cabinets against its miser-

METTEKXICH.

Nesselrode to Metternich, July, 1817,

240. Count de Stackelberg has informed us, my
dear Prince, of your opinion with regard to the inter-
view of the Sovereigns. His despatch crossed ours,
and at this moment you doubtless know what we think
on this point. You will have seen that we are agreed
as to the utility and object of this interview. | may
add to-day that we are not less so as to the locality of
the conference, as well as to the indispensable necessity
of inviting to it one of the most noted members of the
French Ministry, and M. de Kichelieu in preference to
any other. The Emperor is entirely of your opinion,
that no capital or even residence would be convenient
or useful for the conduct of the affairs which must
be treated of there, and this conviction applies even
more to small than to great capitals. It seemsto him,
therefore, that Aix-la-Chapelle or Mannheim would
answer every purpose, and his Imperial Majesty will go
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with pleasure in the course of next year to whichever
of the two places is chosen. Before the meeting, but
not till within a short time of it, the Emperor will pro-
pose an unimportant change. Instead of fixing on the
month of June for the interview, he is anxious that it
should not take place till some months later, for after
the different arrangements his Majesty has made, and
some necessary journeys into the interior of Russia, it
would be scarcely possible for him to arrive in either of
the places above mentioned before September 10 of our
style. |donot think, Prince, that this delay can present
the least inconvenience, considering that even on Novem-
ber 14, when the third year of occupation expires, we
shall still have two months to discuss and decide this
important business.

The uniformity which has characterised the opinions
put forth by our Cabinets on the subject of France pro-
mises happily for the discussions which will take place
on this subject. That being decided, the other ques
tions which may be mooted at this meeting of Sover-
eigns and Ministers would not seem to be of a nature
to present insurmountable difficulties. Al leads one to
hope that it will essentially contribute still further to
consolidate the happy agreement which subsists between
the principal Powers of Europe. The Emperor is so
convinced of the beneficial effect of this grand har-
mony of principles among the four Courts who have
laid down the bases of the general association, that he
feds it a matter of regret when, even in questions
which are not of general interest, he sees that parti-
cular circumstances have provoked, in the States of one
of the four sovereigns, measures which do not entirely
correspond to the views of the others. Thus, his'
Majesty has been grieved that you have not allowed the
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Bible Sobiety to exist among you, although it is formed
by Protestants, and notwithstanding certain considera-
tions, which his Majesty respects as much as he regrets,
have obliged you to abolish so beneficial an institution,
and above all one so agreeable to the tolerant princi-
ples of your august master. | need not tell you, my
dear Prince, how much his Majesty looks forward to
the time he will pass with the Emperor Francis, and if
the interview is of real utility as far as business is con-
cerned, it will be not the less agreeable to the Emperor
to enjoy the consolations of the most cordial and un-
alterable friendship.

From what Count de Stackelberg tells us, I conclude
you are still in Italy, and | have charged the courier to
join you there. | hope this journey will bring you all
the pleasure you hoped from it. You have my best
wishes. Allow me, Prince, tojoin, &c. &c.

Metternich to Nesselrode, Lucca, August 20, 1817.
(Supplement to No. 239.)
241. Your courier, my dear Count, joined me here

on August 18, in a corner altogether out of the world,
where | am taking care of my health, of which for some

years it has had much need. | am sure now that |
have done right to take the Lucca waters, as | cannot
take those of Carlsbad. | am very well, and | regret

not having more than ten or twelve days longer to re-
main in a charming retreat which unites all that can be
desired in the way of health and repose. Imagine to
yourself the most beautiful parts of Switzerland and
Styria under the best Italian climate; perfect waters,
not so strong, but very much resembling those of

VOL. I'I'I. F
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Carlsbad; good and pleasant society, a charming resi-
dence, which Madame Elisa Bacciochi certainly did not
prepare for me, and you may conceive how | shall soon
be regretting the pleasures of the past.

The despatch which | have addressed to Lebzeltern
will have proved to you, my dear Count, that our views
coincide with those of your august master concerning
the interview of 1818. In reply, | may say that the
Emperor Francis will repair to Aix-la-Chapelle, or to
Mannheim, whichever is most convenient to the Em-
peror Alexander. The result of the conference will be
like all those which have preceded it, the Sovereigns
and the Cabinets will part once more with perfect har-
mony of views and wishes.

| am pleased, my dear Count, to rectify an error
which | find in your letter. We have never abolished
a Bible Society among us, for one never existed. |
believe, however, that | am in a position to assure you
that the Emperor will never allow the estabhshment of
one, and the confidence you have in me induces me to
acquaint you with his Majesty's reasons.

| begin by referring to our position with regard to
the Holy See—that is to say, by assuring you that no
Catholic Power is more independent than we are of all
direct submission to the Court of Eome. The heir of
so many Emperors of Germany, and the nephew of
Joseph |1 ., knows what is due to God and his crown.
Our ecclesiastical departments perhaps even push their
dogmas on the rights of the Crown too far, but if so,
the excess is assuredly not in favour of the Court of
Eome.

The Catholic Church does not encourage the uni-
versal reading of the Bible, and it acts in this respect
like a father, placed above the passions and consequently
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the storms of life. The Church not only allows but
recommends the reading of the Sacred Books to men
who are enlightened, calm, capable of judging the ques-
tion. She does not encourage the reading of mystical
books, or of passages full of crimes and obscenities
which the Book of Books contains only too often in his-
tories simple like the first ages, and like all that is true.
For myself, | think the Church is right, and | judge by
the effect which the reading of the Bible has on me at
the age of forty, so different from that which the same
reading produced on me at the age of fifteen and twenty.
| can only compare this difference with that of the im-
pressions produced at different periods of life by the
reading of the classics, the contemplation of the beauties
of nature, or the monuments of art.

| read every day one or two chapters of the Bible:
| discover new beauties daily, and | prostrate myself
before this admirable book ; while at the age of twenty
| found it difficult not to think the family of Lot un-
worthy to be saved; Noah unworthy to have lived,;
Saul agreat criminal, and David a terrible man. At
twenty, | tried to understand the Apocalpyse; now |
am sure that | never shall understand it. At the age
of twenty a deep and long-continued research in the
Holy Books made me an Atheist after the fashion of
Alembert and Lalande, or a Christian after that of
Chateaubriand; now | believe, and do not criticise. |
have read too much, and seen too much, not to know
that reading is not necessarily understanding: that it
would be too bold in me to condemn what through
ignorance, or insufficiency of knowledge, | comprehend
so imperfectly. In aword, | believe, and dispute no
longer. Accustomed to occupy myself with great moral
guestions, what have | not accomplished or allowed to

F2
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be wrought out by the simple course of nature, before
arriving at the point where the Pope and my Cur” beg
me to accept from them the most portable edition of
the Bible? Is it bold in me to take for certain that, of
a thousand individual s chosen from the millions of men
of which the people are composed, there will be found,
owing to their intellectual faculties, their education, or
their age, very few who have arrived at the point where
I find myself?

Now, my dear Count, in this very simple reasoning,
which is aso the Emperor's, we find the motive of his
Majesty's constant opposition to the introduction of
Bible Societies, and in this matter his ideas coincide
with those of the Holy Father.

There is another consideration which bears upon
this at the present moment, and which seems no less
strong than the reasons above set forth. The world
just now is sick of a peculiar malady, which will pass
away like all other epidemics; this malady is called
mysticism. | have recently addressed to Lebzeltern a
long despatch on this subject (No. 238), which he has
probably shown to you. | assureyou that at the present
day it would be easier to renew successfully the sermons
of Peter the Hermit, than to make individuals attacked
with this malady understand that God desires to be
served otherwise than by the spilling of blood, and that
men are not to be judges of their neighbour's con-
science. See what is passing in Germany; se the
success of the preaching of Madame de Kriidener,
whom you have very wisely sent back to Russia, and
of so many Other unfortunates who understand the
Sacred Books in their own fashion, which, be sure, is
not that of God and the Saviour.

It is commonly believed that the Pope does not wish
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Catholics to read the Bible, with the view of preventing
their being enlightened. It is possible, and | admit that
Gregory VI 1. and Alexander V I. may have taken this
into account; but that was not the reason of the ancient
practice of the Church and the moral precepts of the
Councils. A Pope may sometimes fear the light, but
it is permitted even to the wisdom of the Church to
fear the fire: if a Pope does not wish the faithful en-
lightened, the Church does not wish them to be dazzled.
The Pope is wrong, but the Church is right, and the
Emperor Francis takes in this matter the side of the
Church, while at the same time he despises and rejects
all prejudice.

You see, my dear Count, that | am writing to you
from a retired place, where | have plenty of leisure to
write, and also to forget that you will have scarcely
time to read my letter. Throwing myself at the feet of
the Emperor, | beg you to rectify the mistake he has
made when he supposed that any Bible Society what-
ever has been suppressed among us.

For the rest, no transaction in the kingdom is more
free than the reading of the Bible according to all the
«different rites. You may find thousands of copies in
all the libraries: it is bought, and extracts carefully
chosen are distributed in the schools. The Protestants
in Austriaread it, as everywhere elsge, in their own lan-
guage and according to their own version. For myself,
| read only Luther's translation, the best which has ever
been made in any country, and in a living language.

Adieu! | need not tell you how happy | am to
think that there is no longer any such thing as distance
in Europe, thanks to the resolution taken by the sove-
reigns of meeting in person at places where they think
they can act together for the common good. This
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great and noble brotherhood is of far more value than
all the treaties, and will ensure for a considerable time
what the good Abb<f de St. Pierre wished to establish
for ever. Receive, &c.

P.S.—I believe | said in my last despatch to Lebzel-
tern on the subject of the interview of 1818, that the
Emperor my august master would arrange the meeting
to suit the convenience of his Majesty the Emperor
Alexander. If | have not said it, | do so now, and |
hasten to inform his Imperial Majesty of the project of
September 10.
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INTENTIONS OF NAPLES WITH REGARD TO THE
PRINCIPALITIES OF BENEVENTO AND PONTE-
CORVO.

242. Metternich to the Emperor Francis, Lucca, August 17,1817.

242. The Court of Naples seems to intend to
improve the occasion of the death of the Holy Father to
lay violent hands on Benevento and Pontecorvo, and it
appears that this was one of the principal reasons for
the removal of your Majesty's army corps from the
kingdom. The Neapolitan Ministry has,in conseguence
of this idea, engaged in an intrigue in Petersburg, and
even ventured to make a similar attempt in England.
The first | discovered in a secret manner; the other
was told in confidence by Herr Aroust to our ambas-
sador. | undertake to say that these designs shall not
succeed.

The very first notion, the groundwork of modern
politics is and must be peace, and the fundamental
idea of peace is the security of property. If the first
Powers of Europe depart from this principle, States
which are small and scarcely independent must follow
them, willingly or unwillingly.

Whether Benevento and Pontecorvo shall belong to
the King of Naples or to the Roman See is immaterial;
but that Naples, either by intrigue or force, should in
1817 give the first example of an alteration of posses
sions settled by the act of Congress—this is a most
important question.
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| will myself give your Majesty an account of the
whole position of affairs, and the explaaaiions of the
Cabinets, so soon as they are given. It is not possible
to wait for your Majesty's commands, therefore | pro-
ceed exactly in the strictest sense of the principles
above set forth, because | know they are those of your
Majesty.

The Neapolitan intrigue gives me a good opportunity
of making all the Courts aware of your Majesty's prin-
ciples, and the nature of the Imperial politics. If
heaven has, in the last few years, richly blessed the
efforts of Austria, the world has to thank for this hap-
piness the upright and invariable character of her
policy. All that may be attempted by others against
it will be shipwrecked. | beg your Majesty to accept
this consolation from my hand at the moment of part-
ing, while the consciousness that | have never misled
your Imperial Majesty is the highest reward | can
receive.

One new and fortunate turn in great political affairs
is the vigilance, aimost amounting to tension, of Eng-
land against the views of the Russian Emperor. The
conduct of the latter, and his interference in the
internal affairs of Spain have brought about this ad-
vantage. England, France, and Prussia draw closer to
us, and we have beaten Russia and Spain out of the
fiedd by the Parmesan victory. | will very shortly
despatch a courier to your Majesty with information on
these matters.  Your Majesty is at the present time the
only preserver of peace in Europe; and not peace
merely, but all forms of it lie in your Majesty's hands.

METTERNICH.

God grant that | may be able to secure peace in
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Europe during my own life and, if possible, to my
successors.  Your greatest pride and consolation must
surely be to have conducted meto the position in which

things now are.
FRANCIS.
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ORGANISATION OF THE CENTRAL ADMINISTRA-
TION IN AUSTRIA.

243. Metternich to the Emperor Francis, October 27,1817.
244. Report.

243. May it please your Majesty! For some
time your Majesty has been pleased favourably to
regard my views on certain points in the internal
administration, and to-day | consider it my duty to
touch upon the first steps in the execution of this very
important matter.

In the enclosure (No. 244) your Majesty will find
the plan worked out, which, as a first draft, is slight,
but still contains, | believe, all that is really important.

Your Majesty knows from long experience that all
desire for unnecessary alteration and dangerous distur-
bance is far from me. In my Report there is nothing
glaring, nothing revolutionary, not a single dangerous
principle. | uphold order, because, from an adminis-
tration internally too complicated, disorder must ensue.
In a kingdom like Austria, where so much has been
prepared by the glorious government of a Maria
Theresa, and the theoretical experiments of your
Majesty's predecessor—in a kingdom in which every
occasion proves that true public spirit animates the
majority of the nation ; lastly, in a kingdom where
your Majesty comes forward in your own august person
as the most successful lawgiver for the welfare of the
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people—it requires no extraordinary efforts to act
for the general good. The cause of the existing evil
(and where is there none ?) must be sought and found,
and the result of this attempt must be set forth in
simple phrases. This work | have undertaken as soon
as | felt myself sufficiently enlightened and strong
enough for the task.

Everything that | now bring before your Majesty
| bring as the result of a conviction which—standing
the test of a long self-imposed probation—has grown
in my mind from the strongest evidence. Your Ma-
jesty will find in my work nothing new to your Majesty.
All the points now shown in a connected form | have
brought before your Majesty separately in many con-
fidential conversations ; the defect in the administration
and the means of remedy have long been evident to
me, but | hesitated to express without consideration
and proof what must have such important conse-
guences.

With every day my mind has gradually limited
itself to rendering the propositions more simple. |
have looked into everything and considered everything,
and the result of what | venture to call my certainly
true propositions is, without any doubt, extremely grati-
fying.

No time is less suited than the present to bring
forward in any State reforms in a wide sense of the
word. But, happily, the machine of Stateis constructed
on such good principles that, in a wide sense, there is
really nothing in the machine itself to be altered.
Everything that | have proposed concerns the first
principles of the whole. And here | do not venture on
one reform tending to the overthrow of normal forms,
but merely aregulation of the parts, and those, indeed,
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the already existing organic parts of the central
authority of the State.

In my plan | am intentionally silent on the future
condition of Hungary. This subject, one of the most
important which can occupy the attention of the State,
is of so complicated a nature that it cannot be handled
in a fragmentary manner. Y our Majesty has heard the
proposal for the subversion of the Hungarian Government
often and boldly expressed. Even in the year 1811,
at a period in which such an undertaking would inevit-
ably have caused the overthrow of the monarchy—and
in 1813, when, if not so dangerous, even then every
energetic expression of it would have been impossible—
this question was brought forward as if it were a mere
matter for peremptory decision. If | at that time ex-
pressed myself against the idea, | did not at all mean to
deny that, with time and opportunity, with cooler re-
flection and more undisturbed repose, the great work of
the civilisation of Hungary—for this must first of all be
the question—should be brought forward with due effect.
The few remarks which | have made on the connec-
tion of my ideas on the central government of the whole
monarchy with the position of Hungary are indisputable.
In proportion as the action of the supreme power is
strengthened will the obstacles disappear which even
now are so powerful against a more reasonable and, for
Hungary itself, invaluable alteration in her administra-
tion and constitution.

That by the carrying out of my proposals every evil
will be avoided in the future, | am far from expecting.
But that areliable Government, resting on enlightened
principles, set forth in the clear words which are the
necessary consequence of clear ideas, smooths the way
for all good, while, on the contrary, h confusion of
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ideas in the Government stands in the way, is not to be
denied. Besides, there is no human institution which,
if it rests on clear fundamental principles, does not im-
prove as it progresses; while a tendency to still greater
inability and confusion is the inevitable result of a con-
trary position.

And in this truth, confirmed as it is unmistakably
by the experience of all ages, lies one of the chief
reasons which must incline your Majesty to enter upon
a firm organisation of the very foundation of the admi-
nistration.

The Government, as it is at present, rests in its daily
working too entirely on the principle of centralisation.
The machine of government goeson, because its springs
are well put together and well guided, and because there
is at the head of the administration a monarch capable
of ruling. How little this would be the case on the
occurrence of that sad catastrophe which in the course
of nature must befall the monarchy is known to your
Majesty ; for your Majesty is as man and as father what
your Majesty is as monarch—clear and unprejudiced in
opinion and judgment! Your Majesty is called to look
forward and provide for that time, and to this end there
is but one road which promises success.

Under your Majesty's eyes, under your Majesty's
fostering hand, the chief Government must be organised
in such a manner, as may best preserve it from going
astray, or at least not make it easy to do so. Let your
Majesty only think what would be the present progress
of affairs without your Majesty's presence, without the
influence on which that progress is almost exclusively
founded. But the strength and durability of a great
Government rests not alone on the establishment of prin-
ciples; at first, (and for States, years are often no more
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than moments) not only the chief leader, but all the
instruments must grow accustomed to the new sphere
of action. Your Majesty has done nothing for posterity
even if during the latter period of hfe your Magjesty
should pass some great administrative measure intended
for the future; for the only possible guarantee for the
duration of a moral work lies, not merely in principles,
but in the choice of means for the execution and main-
tenance of the new system. A feeble successor to your
Majesty would then find it as difficult to overthrow a
sound and well-established Government as it would be
impossible for him to produce or inaugurate one.

Y our Mgjesty will be pleased to accept thismy humble
Report with the same gracious favour of which | have
already received so many proofs. It expresses my
deepest conviction shortly and simply, as alone is
worthy of my aims, and of your Majesty's comprehen-
sive insight.

Report.

244.  The daily observation of the course of public
affairs in the monarchy, affords proof that, with a
number of good laws and administrative rules, the
Government still does not possess that degree of strength
which constitutes the true idea of a monarchy. The
cause of thiswant of strength is, | believe, confined to
the organisation of the supreme administration. To
discover without prejudice how this evil became pos-
sible and in what it consists we must above all consider
the principles of the formation of the collective
monarchy into its present whole. Thisidea clearly and
truly set forth will make evident the means of im-

provement.
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In political and administrative respects, the Aus-
trian Empire, from its numerous constituent parts,
forms a federal State under one common monarch.

The greater portions of the monarchy—Hungary,
Bohemia, the two Austrias, Transylvania, Croatia, & ¢c.—
have old and peculiar constitutions, which are more
or less in force, but still always exist. New additions,
such as Tyrol, Vorarlberg, Galicia, the two Italian
kingdoms, & ¢, even those which were ancient posses-
sions of the Archducal house, have had permanent con-
stitutions granted by their monarchs, with due regard
to their former circumstances and present needs.
These countries, so different in climate, speech, manners
and customs, had their own crowns, which were all
borne by the Austrian Emperor, and three separate
coronations took place on his accession to the Govern-
ment.

These circumstances are undoubtedly worthy of the
deepest consideration of the Government, for in them
are seen the separate nationalities of the different parts of
the Imperial State. In this as well asin many other
respects the position of the Austrian monarch is like
that of no other.

Inits political and geographical aspects the Austrian
State forms an open country in the midst of the Euro-
pean continent. Surrounded on all sides by greater or
smaller neighbours, it lacks, from the highest point of
view, a connected military frontier. The monarchy
must consequently seek in itself, in the common feeling
of its peoples, in their political, mihtary, and financial
administration, its greatest strength.

Convinced of thistruth, | am none theless sure that,
if Austria requires a greater expenditure of strength for
her self-preseryation than any other European State
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(Prussia excepted), with us, as ever, true and indepen-
dent strength is only found as the result of an intelligent,
definite, and well-arranged system of government.

In following out this idea, there are for Austria but
two positions worthy of consideration :—

Either the entire merging of all the separate parts
of the monarchy in one single form of government;

Or, the careful regulation of the reasonable long-
existing differences sanctioned by speech, climate,
manners, and customs in the various districts of the
monarchy, under a strong, well-organised Central Go-
vernment.

The idea of thorough incorporation was the founda-
tion of the Emperor Joseph's system of government.
During his time the boldest theories were launched.
He made an attempt at fusion, and a few years sufficed
to see it repealed.

Although theunity of all the executive means which
an administration has at command may be the most
active and convenient form of power for a Govern-
ment, certainly the thorough amalgamation of such
heterogeneous parts can only be the result of a mighty
revolution; or at best, a Government can, under such
.circumstances, only escape the dangers of a revo-
lution by the greatest consistency and energy. This
truth is undeniably proved by the events of the three
last decades. How difficult a real system of fusion
must be in a kingdom which contains so many different
languages and races of people, whose provinces were
mostly brought together by conquest, follows from the
nature of things. The miscarriage of the attempt, and
especially its entire repeal by the Emperor Joseph,
renders the case still more difficult, so that | am quite
convinced that a forcible system of fusion is an empty
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and dangerous hypothesis, and since something of the
kind is now necessary, | desire to bring forward the
Idea of a Central Representation of the nation.

Only the investigation of the question remains—In
the Austrian kingdom how can the greatest possible in-
crease of strength be attained—

(@) In respect to the nationalities of the populations
and their existing constitutions;

(b) With the least possible modification of the pre-
sent forms of government.

| lay it down as an undeniable position that a
Government in order to be strong needs more than good
laws. Besides sound principles, its mode of action must be
in harmony with its position, and thisis not the case in
Austria. The monarchy consists, as we have said, of
the most heterogeneous elements. This heterogeneous
character, however, is regarded unequally, sometimes
insufficiently, sometimes too decidedly, even on the very
steps of the throne itself. Hungary and its annexed
States enjoy privileges which even tend to impair the
action of the great machine of State, while other pro-
vinces divided from each other both by name and con-
stitution, lose their distinctive features only too entirely
in the existing central administration.

Hence for Hungary there arose a privilege which
nearly amounted to the idea of independence, while the
nationality of the other Austrian States was lost by
friction between the Government and the provinces.
By its present organisation the supreme German power
withstood the undeniable tendency to fusion, while
the machine of State itself—as | have shown above—
rested and must rest on an entirely opposite principle,
in accordance with its best interests. This tendency,
arising as it did from the organisation of the chief au-

VOL. [l. G
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thorities, became powerless by continued friction;
under its influence the healthful object of the centrali-
sation of administrative power degenerated into amania
for details, whichwould destroy the spirit of the highest
administration. This evil can be checked by a word of
the monarch, by one single measure; and the disappear-
ance of most of the present difficulties will give the
Government that degree of strength and activity which
it requires for the good of the monarchy. As | do
not believe that a true and enlightened centralisation is
possible in the ways hitherto attempted, it is the object
of my endeavours to attain this end, and that, too, by
a much easier path.

From a certain stage downwards the monarchy is
very well and wisely organised. The arrangement of
its provinces, its organisation in circles, & c, could cer-
tainly not be replaced by any other with greater re-
spect for the nationalities of its subjects, or greater
care and regard for justice and mercy in its administra-
tion. But inthevery highest stage of all is the Govern-
ment itself, the centre of all power, and of this only
we here speak.

Good must follow from an explanation of the
official positions in the Government, grounded on funda-
mental principles clearly put forth and practically em-
ployed.

The supreme power in every great monarchy is
subdivided in the branches of the administration, which
are separate offices, yet all united for one end. These
spheres of action are, in modern times, in which the
public feeling busiesitself principally with political and
administrative subjects, certainly better understood and
explained than they are in most States, and perhaps
than they ever were before.
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The different branches or departments of business in
every great State may be properly divided as follows :—

1. Foreign affairs.

2. Internal administration (home affairs).

Finance.

Military affairs.

The administration of justice.

The police.

The Board of Trade (Rechnungs-Controle).

is hardly possible to think of any business which
does not fall under one or other of these heads.

The business in each of these separate departments
may be divided into two parts:—

a. Affairs as seen from the highest—that is, the
moral—point of view.

b. The executive, or technical part.

In every well-ordered body these two parts must
be separately considered, and thetechnical part, as con-
taining the means of execution, is ever closely connected
with the moral part, though always subordinate to it.

In this sense the appointment of a Finance Minis-
ter, who already supplies the place of the President of
the Chamber of Commerce, is an arrangement which
answers extremely well. The immediate and natural
sphere of the Finance Minister cannot be questioned.

A similar arrangement—the inevitable consequence
of every improved organisation—should now take place
in the administration of home affairs. To express my
ideas plainly on this reform, | can only ground them on
the above-mentioned principles.

| begin with the axiom that the system of fusion,
requiring as a first measure the renaming of the king-
doms and provinces (as happened in France at the

beginning of the Revolution), is excluded from all Gon-
G2

No gk
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sideration. On this hypothesis the following arrange-
ments seem to be the most suitable :—

1. The head of the department of Home Affairs
shall receive the title of High Chancellor and Home
Minister.

2. Under him four Chancellors, forming with him
the Ministry of Home Affairs. Their sphere is marked
out by the nationalities of the provinces and the rela-
tions arising from local considerations.

To these may be nominated :—

a. A Chancellor for Bohemia, Moravia, and Galicia,
under whose care these countries should be placed.

b. An Austrian Chancellor, under whom should be
the Austrian provinces above and below the Ems,
Styria, the Innviertel, Salzburg, and Tyrol.

c. An Illyrian Chancellor, over Illyria and Dal-
matia.

d. Anltalian Chancellor, over Lombardy and Venice.

In this organisation the Home Minister is the guard-
lan and representative of the unity of the Govern-
ment.

Each Chancellor in the Ministry represents the im-
mediate affairs of the provinces under him. He repre-
sents in those provinces the idea of the unity of
Government and maintains its principles as much as
possible under the given circumstances.

Every Chancery (Kanzellariat) must have the neces
sary number of officers of different grades.

All the fundamental and higher points of adminis-
tration will be brought before the Home Minister in
conference. The immediate arrangement of the ad-
ministration belongs to each Chancellor in his own
Sphere.

It is evident that by this organisation the Hungarian
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and Transylvanian Chancery will be reduced from the
high position they take at present to a share in the
general administration.

In this course | see the first step to a gradual
reformation in both these countries. But since in the
present work | do not wish to confuse the real and
immediate improvements easy of accomplishment with
the far more extensive and difficult reforms required in
Hungary and Transylvania, | will enter no further into
this matter.

Asin the Chamber of Commerce so in the adminis-
tration of home affairs the evil exists that matters, which,
though of the most different forms, yet belong to one and
the same branch of the administration, are, for want of
centralisation, the business of inferior officers or
managed still more injuriously by means of Eeports
from the different countries (Lander-Referate). It is
necessary for the general good that these matters should
be brought under proper direction. . . .

Itis not, however, at all my intention to carry out
every possible improvement without preparation, as it
were at one blow, and—as is unhappily the case at
present—without a strong administrative Government.
My Keport is to-day confined to the following mea-
sures:—

1. That your Majesty will vouchsafe to decree the
formation of Ministries, and first of all, in addition to
the existing Ministries for Foreign Affairs and Finance,
aHome Minister and aMinister of Justice. Neither the
Police nor the Board of Trade seem to me at all suitable
to beraised to Ministries, and they may retain the title
of Presidents without injury.

2. The organisation of the Home Ministry under a
Minister and four Chancellors.
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The natural and inevitable consequence of the first
measure will be the organisation of this Ministry in all

its different departments.*
METTERNICH.

* |t is known that in consequence of this Report a single high office was
established under the name of the * United Chancery' (yereinigte Hofkanzei),
which added to the Bohemian, Galician, and Austrian, the Illyrian-Italian
provinces, hitherto under the Centrcd-Hofcommission, and brought them all
under one common head.

The Boyal Patent referred to described this messure, declaring that
! This Supreme Central Home Ministry shall, in accordance with our system
of unity, lead all countries and peoples to the same individual and generd
welfare, bring the public obligations into equa proportions, spread culture
and education on just and uniform principles, and at the same time ob-
serve and fodter, with the greatest tenderness, the various peculiarities and
differences in*speech, manners and customs, climates and hereditary dis-
tinctions.

* As a result of these principles, we are led to the formation of one great
Chancery, and to appoint and nominate, under our Home Minister—

* A Bohemian-Moravian Silesian,
"An Austrian-Illyrian,

‘A Lombard-Venetian, and

" A Gadlician Chancellor,’

Count Saurau was at the same time appointed Home Minister and High
Chancellor; Count Lazansky was made Chancellor for Bohemia, Moravia,
and Silesia; Freiherr von Geiszlern was Austrian-11lyrian Chancellor; and
Count Mellerio the Lombardo-Venetian Chancellor.

In the same year Prince Metternich wished to proceed with the reform
pf the central administration. It was part of his plan to reorganise the
provincial Diets (Provinzial stande) and to form from these bodies a central
representation of Austria—a Reichsrath. In the above Report mention
is made of a 'central representation,’ and if it is not placed in the most
favourable light, yet the connection of such an institution with the greater
centralisation of the administration is pointed out. The attentive reader
will not fail to obsarve the prudent care with which the minister evidently
strives to presarve his proposas for reform from any gopearance of novelty.
But that Metternich's idess of reform were not limited to the creation of
aHome Ministry is proved, beyond doubt, by evidence in the Chancellor's
own hand of a subsequent period. The pessage alluded to was apparently
written for the unhappily imperfect' Autobiography,' and is as follows":—

* While | declared [it was inthe year 1817] asafact defyingall scrutiny,
that the Austrian Empire possesses peculiar and exceptiona conditions of
existence and prosperity, and that it could only be a question of using, not
removing, those conditions, the problem was, as far as | was concerned,
limited to the discovery of the forms to be used and the means of carrying
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them out. The first is expressed in the idea of the strengthening of the
Central Government; the other led me to the point whether this increase of
strength was to be found in centralisation according to the French idea, or
by a consideration of the separate parts of the kingdom in relation to the
Imperial power. My answer could not be doubtful. The question was of
the preservation, not of the disintegration, of the Empire, and | took my
stand on the principle of the legislative regulation of the parts and the
simultaneous strengthening of the Central Government in its legislative and
executive departments.

"In those parts there exist representative Diets which must be formed
into one central body. The task was then, in spite of the difficulties in-
separable from such a form, esser to define than the present state of things.
| propose, therefore, a revision of the Dietsin order to form a Reichsrath,
which would extend from the centre outwards—from the Emperor to the
landed proprietors sdected—to be completed by delegates from the different
Diets. To this new central point the scrutiny of the budget and every law
will be submitted which concerns the community.

' The Emperor Francis saw the importance of the thing, but put off its
examination from year to year and, after his recovery from a severe illness
which he had in the year 1827, declared his firm determination to take
my Report into consideration. At the end of the year 1834 the Emperor
told me that he reproached himself for not having carried out the matter,
but that before the end of the year 1835 the declaration should be made.
Two months afterwards he was no more ! '

We must confine oursdves to these extracts, for we have not succeeded
infinding the Report to the Emperor Francis here alluded to, whichishardly
to be wondered at, considering the dilatory conduct to which the matter
was exposed for eighteen years.—ED.
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THE INTERNAL CONDITION OF ITALY, AND MET-
TERNICWS DESIRE FOR A NATIONAL GOVERN-
MENT OF THE LOMBARDO-VENETIAN KINGDOM.

245. A memorandum by Metternicli to the Emperor Francis.
246. Mettermck to the Emperor Francis (Report), Gratz, November 3,
1817.

245. Your Majesty will vouchsafe to remember
that in October of last year | took occasion to lay before
your Majesty the necessity of becoming acquainted
with the action of the Government and the particular
causes of the general dissatisfaction of the Italian States.

My principal object was, first, if necessary, to be
able to act beneficially on the Government; secondly,
from the data collected, to gain a firmer footing for
administrative principles in our own Italian provinces.

At the same time | took the liberty of getting well-
informed men to go to Florence, Modena, Parma, and
Borne, and bring reports to your Majesty for this
purpose. Your Majesty vouchsafed to look favourably
on my views, and allowed me to accept from Counts.
Diego Guicciardi and Tito Manzi the offer | had invited
them to make.

These gentlemen have now returned from their
travels. Tito Manzi cannot but confess that everything
which he saw and heard during his mission in Italy
convinced him of the great and general dissatisfaction
there prevailing. He divides the evils weighing upon
[taly into two classes, namely:—



NAPLES AND SICILY. 89

General trouble, from which no State in the penin-
sula is free; and

Particular grievances of each of these States.

Manzi ascribes the first of these to two principal
causes : one resting, according to him, on nature itself,
which has for three years been very severe on this
country ; the second lie ascribes to the results of the
conquest, which, by overthrowing political order, has
shattered the foundations of the public welfare.

On closer enquiry into the particular grievances,
Manzi described the attitude of the separate States given
back to Italy—rulers being set against the people, as
well as the latter against their Governments. He began
with Naples and Sicily, then came to Home, and from
thence to Tuscany, Lucca, Modena, and Parma, con-
cluding with Piedmont.

Your Majesty will permit me to follow the same

course.
Naples and Scily.

Manzi regrets that Austria did not support the
party which strove to raise Prince Leopold to the
throne of Naples, and had not made the division of
the two crowns conditional on the union of that Prince
with the Archduchess Clementine. The prejudice of
the ex-minister of an illegal Government for these revolu-
tionary ideas ought not to cause surprise, and it is quite
natural that he should look at Austria's advantage in
this matter after the fashion of Napoleon, Murat, &c.
But what would have been useful and serviceable for
them would be prejudicial to a legitimate Government,
whose policy must rest on the indestructible founda-
tions of justice and integrity.

Your Majesty will vouchsafe to remember that in
the course of the winter of 1815, the attempt was made
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by the ambassador, Prince Jablonowski to find out the
point of view from which his Court regarded these
ideas ; being ordered, however, to reject immediately
any such communication, as so contrary to the principles
of your Majesty that our ambassador dare not venture
to bring it to your Mgjesty's knowledge.

It is not surprising that Tito Manzi, who knows
nothing of the negotiations which accompanied the
Act of Union of the two kingdoms, dwells on the un-
pleasant impression which this measure has produced
on the Sicilian nobles, who had wished to be released
from the constitution of Lord Bentinck, on condition of
a complete reinstatement in their rights and privileges.
The Neapolitan Government, on the other hand, intended
the overthrow of Bentinck's constitution, because it
was not in itself adequate to the end proposed, and
because it tied their hands. For the same reasons
aso they could not wish to restore the old, and this
the less because Sicily, instead of contributing in just
proportion to the burdens of the State, was financially,
under both constitutions, itself a considerable burden.
By the wunion of the two kingdoms, however, the
Government secured the great financial advantage of a
gradual introduction of the Neapolitan administration
into Sicily.

Your Majesty will remember that the happy con-
clusion of these negotiations was a great cause of
satisfaction to King Ferdinand IV. He owes it aso
unquestionably to the interposition of your Majesty
with the Enghsh Government. It was no easy task
to induce the British ministry to surrender a constitu-
tion drawn up by Lord Bentinck, and introduced into
Sicily under English influence—a question which, as
it was a Parliamentary question, was exposed to two-
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fold difficulties. But it suited our interest to enter into
the designs of the Neapolitan Court, and thus prevent
Sicily from serving as an example to the kingdom of
Naples subsequently, and also to prevent the numerous
constitutionalists of this kingdom (supported by this
example) from seeking to induce the ministry to give
them also a representative form of government. The
union of the two kingdoms was, moreover, the surest
means of rendering impotent the awkward reports
which were current with regard to Austria's design of
placing Prince Leopold on the throne of Naples, and
made the separation of the two crowns impossible for
the future.

These were the grounds which moved your Ma-
jesty to support the present negotiation. To your
Majesty King Ferdinand owes its happy termination,
but he and his ministry attributed the greatest impor-
tance to the carrying out of this change, and to the
declaration of Austria and England that it would not
be opposed by these two Powers. It would, then, be
fase and ungrateful of the King to wish it to be
believed that he was constrained or forced to these
measures by your Majesty.  Such an assertion could be
believed by no one, and if it were really made would
redound only to the disadvantage of the King himself.

Rome.

It is certainly remarkable that a former minister of
Murat's should do such full justice to Cardinal Consalvi
and his views as is done by this Tito Manzi. Whether
he speaks of him well or ill, both are with foundation;
and although one may regret that the Cardinal-Secre-
tary supported his own work so feebly and was himself
the cause of the mota proprio failing so entirely, never-
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theless the great service cannot be denied him of having
had the courage to inaugurate in the States of the
Church a form of government and principles well
suited to prevent (at least during the course of his mi-
nistry) aviolent reaction which would have been dan-
gerous to all the Italian States.

If the course of the business of the administration
was often interrupted by the disorder existing in the
bureaux, yet it cannot be denied that the action of
Cardinal Consalvi and the strength of his policy were
successful in securing the peace of the capital, getting
rid of the brigands or holding them in check, and
by means of a very small armed power (a body of from
15,000 to 17,000 well-clothed and well-disciplined men)
making the Government respected.

The Cardinal's political principlesare known to your
Majesty, and Manzi does him injustice, | think, when
he doubts the sincerity of his feeling for Austria. Car-
dinal Consalvi is certainly as much devoted to us as the
head of the Papal Ministry from his office can be, and
certainly no less sincerely desirous to remove the hin-
drances which arose in consequence of Prince Kaunitz's
negotiations (No. 249) with the Papal See, for he shared
our feeling of the necessity (for the maintenance of
peace in Italy, and the support even of the Papal Go-
vernment) of a thorough agreement between the Roman
and Austrian Courts.

Monsignor Pacca, Governor of Eome, and Head of
the Police, is, according to Cardinal Consalvi, of all the
Government officials, the most important. He seems to
be a man of great resources, strong character, and much
activity, but perhaps somewhat too severe. He would,
if he were not restrained, be inclined to take energetic
measures against the dissidents (Sectirer), and especially
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against the adherents of the last Government. Happily
we succeeded in bringing him into confidential relations
with us, and we made use of them to persuade him to
a similar course with ours in police business.

As Manzi remarked, there can be no doubt that in
the Legations, and especially in Bologna, there existed a
so-called Austrian party, which cherished the hope that
your Majesty would on the death of the Holy Father
take this province under your protection. During my
residence in Tuscany an attempt was even made to gain
me over to this. |, however, rejected this idea as con-
trary to your Majesty's principles and opposed to the
late transactions. And, in fact, in spite of all the ad-
vantages that a union of the Legations with the Lom-
bardo-Venetian kingdom seemed to offer, | was far from
being convinced that this union would be a real gain
for the monarchy. | believe rather that Bologna, from
the day when it belonged to Austria, would have become
the centre of the opposition party against the Govern-
ment in Italy, and that the same unquiet spirit which
now led to the desire to join uswould be turned against
us as soon as Bologna came into our possession.

Tuscany.

Unpleasant as is the picture drawn by Manzi of the
present state of Tuscany, of the weakness of the mi-
nistry, of the individuals composing the Archducal
ministry, and of the sadly altered feeling in this coun-
try, | cannot but feel that it is quite a true one. The
data which | was able to collect during my stay in
Florence, the results of my own observations, my con-
versations with the Grand Duke and his ministers, con-
vinced me that no State in the world is more easy to
govern and make happy than Tuscany. It would like-
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wise depend on your Imperial Highness, even while
materially lightening the burdens of the people, to
become the richest monarch in Europe. Manzi cal-
culates the revenues of these States alone at twenty mil-
lion livres. | reserveto myself to show your Majesty in a
Separate Eeport that the revenue amounts to nearly
double that sum. With such comparatively important
resources, one cannot but be astonished that the Arch-
duke's treasury is always empty, that the loans to the
fiscal board make twelve per cent., that many useful
public institutions lie idle, that all classes of the popula-
tion are more or less discontented ; and, lastly, that a
land so highly favoured by nature should have lost
even the hope of a happier existence.

| will report verbally to your Majesty on this
matter, and on the little | was able to effect during my
residence in this interesting country, as well as give an
account of my efforts to prepare the way for more con-
fidential relations between the two Courts.

Lucca.

Some months ago (May 1817), | was able to lay
before your Majesty, through Lieutenant Werklein,
Manzi's views on the causes of the discontent in this
country, as well as on its government. The provisional
Governor may have allowed himself to be urged by his
subordinates to many fase measures ; but yet he is a
worthy man, who by his zeal, activity, and integrity,
has a claim on your Majesty's favour.

At my departurel had the opportunity of observing
that all classes of the population, although they desired
the termination of the provisional (Austrian) Govern-
ment, did full justiceto our principles—indeed, that they
even reckoned on our support if their future ruler
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tried to govern them at all inimitation of the Madrid
Court.

Modena.

The short time (twenty-four hours) that | stayed in
Modena did not suffice to show me whether and how
far Manzi's assertion of the dissatisfaction reigning there
among all classes was well founded, and whether it was
true that the Archduke does not enjoy the affection of
his subjects. | should be more inclined, however, to
suppose that there is some exaggeration in Manzi's opi-
nion of the administration and the ruler of this country.
If the country isreally badly governed, which | am far
from positively asserting, certainly the fault must be
with the Archduke, for he alone administers the go-
vernment. To judge from some conversations with him,
| should, however, suppose that he carries on this ad-
ministration more like awealthy and prudent landowner
than as a sovereign.

What Manzi observes of the general discontent may
arise from some cause easy of explanation. This little
country furnished the greater number of the distin-
guished servants of the State in the late Kingdom of
Italy, and many of them had reached the highest places
in that Government. Deprived of their offices, without
prospect for the future, they regret their former influ-
ence, their emoluments—in fact, they have lost all that
nourishes and flatters human ambition. The latter
circumstance made it necessary to returnto their father-
land, where they were but coldly received by their
sovereign, and apparently subjected to a strict observa-
tion ; hence they naturally formed in Jktodena a centre of
opposition to the present Government. Now, however,
the Duke begins, in spite of his prejudice against the
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whole class, to give some of them civil and military
appointments.

It is certain that between the Duke of Modena and
the Roman Court, or, more properly, between that
Prince and the Cardinals, close relations exist, and that
this powerful party in Home exercises in Modena a real
influence detrimental to our interests in Italy. Thereis
also no doubt that the Courts of Modena and Turin are
in daily confidential agreement, which, far from being
favourable to us, is intended to undermine our influence
inltaly. Lastly,itis not tobe denied that the Duke of
Modena takes a part in complete opposition to our in-
terests, which are, indeed, difficult to be comprehended
by any Prince not of the House of Austria. But your
Majesty knows him, and that he holds obstinately to his
opinions; hence | believe that to attack these too
sharply would risk the danger of alienating him from
us permanently. These considerations led me, during
my very short stay in Modena, not to touch on so deli-
cate a question, but to confine myself to laying the
foundations of the happiest relations.

Parma.

If my residence of two days in Parma was too short
to learn the course of the Government there, its defects
and its advantages, as well as those of the persons en-
trusted with its direction, and to gain aright idea of the
grounds of the dissatisfaction and its influence on public
feeling, yet this short stay was sufficient to convince me
that Manzi's deplorable picture is in many respects too
strongly drawn. Since the removal of Count Magaroli,
her Excellency the Archduchess devotes herself eagerly
and anxiously to business.  She presides over the min-
isterial councils, and the final decision rests with her,
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Parma is not a fertile district; its commercial re-
sources are unimportant. It has suffered much of late
years from the passage of troops, from the want so
prevalentin Italy, and, lastly, from an epidemic resulting
from this distress. It is therefore possible that the
public burdens are not connected with the present posi-
tion of affairs; moreover, the finances do not seem to be
so badly managed as Manzi describes, since | have found
a balance in your Magjesty's coffers, in spite of the ex-
penses of a too costly army, an expensive Court, and
large assistance to the public institutions.

Piedmont

Of all the Italian Governments the Piedmontese is
indisputably the one which calls for the most anxious
attention. This country unites initself all the different
elements of discontent, and from this point of view |
find Manzi's representation correct.

His remarks on the anxiety which the arming of
this Power must create are not so just. The King of
Sardinia, indeed, constantly occupies himself since his
restoration with the formation of his army, and chiefly
with the preparation of the means of bringingit quickly
to a strength out of all proportionto thepopulation and
finances of his States. However, the results have not
so far corresponded with his efforts or his expectations.

| observe, too, that notwithstanding the widespread
and well-founded grounds for dissatisfaction in the Sar-
dinian States, and even in Genoa, which bears the yoke
of this Power with great impatience, and does not con-
ceal its annoyance, a revolutionary movement is not to
be feared in this country.

Consequently, it is the intriguing policy of the Turin
Cabinet alone which requires our careful observation,

VOL. 1. H
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Your Magesty will have seen on many occasons that
my attention has been directed to it, and that | have
given this Cabinet itself distinctly to understand that
none of its intrigues are unknown to us, and that we
shall find means to prevent their success

There is no doubt that the Turin Cabinet entertains
ambitious views which can only be gratified at the ex-
pense of Austria. | had lately the opportunity of giving
the Cabinet of St. Jamess a convincing proof of this,
and urged them to join us in keeping watch on the
proceedings of the Turin Cabinet. To this our efforts
must, in my opinion, for the moment be limited. The
Sardinian Court is, especialy since its union with Genoa,
too much bound to maintain its relations with England
to venture on a political course contrary tothat Power.
This powerful motive must therefore weaken the ambi-
tious designs entertained against us by the Sardinian
Court long enough for us to ally ourselves closely with
Great Britain, and we shall always have this counter-
poise also to oppose toitsintrigues at the Russian Court.
In addition to which the king's present Ministry neither
appreciates nor enjoys the confidence of the other
branches of the Government; it is divided in its views
and intentions.

Under such circumstances, the present position of
things in Sardinia affords us the means by constant ob-
servation of its movements, and a continuance in our
own straightforward and proper course, of rendering

innocuous the feeling entertained against us by that
Government.

The Affairs of the Dissidents in Italy.

| have for some time been certain of the existencein
Italy of severa secret fraternities, which, under different
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names, foster a spirit of excitement, discontent, and
opposition. The designs and resources of these, their
leaders and relations to each other and to foreign na-
tions, are all points needful for us to discover in order
to form an estimate of the dangerswhich may grow out
of them for the peace of Italy. Two years of active
and unbroken observation convinced me that the actual
existence of these different sects cannot be denied, and
if their tendency is mischievous and in opposition tothe
principles of the Government, on the other hand they
fail to enlist leaders of name and character, and lack
central guidance and all other necessary means of or-
ganising revolutionary action. In design and principle
divided among themselves, these sects change every day
and on the morrow may be ready to fight against one
another. Manzi is here, | believe, quite right when he
observes that the surest method of preventing any one
of them from becoming too powerful is to leave these
sects to themselves.

If these explanations are for the moment less dis-
quieting, yet we must not look with indifference on such
amass of individuals, who, more or less adversaries of
the existing order of things, may easily be led to disturb
the public peace, especially if it is ever united by the
alluring pretext of Italian independence.

England has for the moment relinquished these
chimeras, and since she gave her consent to the union
of Genoawith Piedmont and the withdrawal of the Bent-
inck constitution in Sicily, she has almost entirely lost
the confidence of the Independents.

If we can accept Manzi's idea, the Roman Court
secretly protects the sect of Guelphs, and makes use of
the assistance of Modena to counterbalance the influ-
ence of Austriain Italy and extend its own. Hethinks,

H2
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too, that this Court constantly trembles lest disturbances
should break out in these States caused by the In-
dependents and numerous adherents of the late King-
dom of Italy. The present Papal Ministry is too en-
lightened not to see that no Italian State has more rea-
son to guard against a revival of the agitation than the
States of the Church, and that their greatest strength
lies in close relations with Austria, and | cannot believe
they will attempt to use against neighbours so dangerous
a weapon, which may be turned against themselves.

France, whose policy has always consisted in up-
holding a party in Italy to paralyse the influence of
Austria, has under her present Government too great
an interest in holding in check the revolutionary ele-
ments which are obstructive to her own government,
to encourage and support similar elements in foreign
countries.

Spain, not hitherto of much political importance,
will at first confine herself to gaining some adherents
in Lucca and Parma who certainly do not belong tothe
class of Liberals.

Our anxiety regarding foreign influence can, there-
fore, only reasonably fall on either Prussia or Russia.

Prussia is too seriously engaged with the moral
position of her own provinces to turn her attention
outwards. The influence of Austria in Germany is
necessary to her, and our relations with the Prussian
Court exempt us from any anxiety lest, under present
circumstances, she should encourage complications in
Italy.

As to Russia, though | do not permit myself to en-
tertain any suspicion against the feelings and views of
the Emperor Alexander, which | believe to be sincere
and pure, | am yet very far from being easy as to the
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spirit and the principles revealed by his ministers and
innumerable agents in Italy. It is unknown to me
whether the latter are or are not provided with instruc-
tions from their Court in this respect. In either supposition
it is clear that they are actively employed in away
quite contrary to the interests of Austria, and furnish
their Court, if ever a war breaks out between Russia
and Austria, with the means of preparing very perplex-
ing complications for us on the side of Italy. It has
long been my endeavour to obtain such undeniable
proofs of this as will enable me to appeal to the recti-
tude of the Emperor Alexander, and call upon him to
stop a scandal so opposed to the feelings which he ex-
presses to your Majesty.

If the Russian Cabinet is carrying on this game
without the knowledge of its sovereign, he will know
how to put a stop to it. If thisis being done by his
command, the Emperor Alexander will never be ableto
stand by a proceeding so different from the just prin-
ciples he has proclaimed ; and since it must be a matter
of interest to him not to place liimself in afase light
before the eyes of Europe, or to compromise himself
prematurely, the certainty that none of the intrigues of
his agents are unknown to us will induce him to re-
strain their dangerous activity, at any rate for a time.

If these views be correct, | may flatter myself with
the hope that, even if we admit the supposition of
foreign influence, the sects in Italy will, for the present,
occasion no real danger, if without active interference
we continue to watch them.
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Reume

The consideration and review of these data on the
moral condition of all the Italian Governments (with
the exception of the Lombardo-Venetian kingdom) fur-
nish the following results .—

That the discontent is universal; that if this discon-
tent was a natural consequence of the sufferings en-
gendered by the last unfavourable years, and of the
political changes which have taken place since 1814
and 1815, it must aso be ascribed to the bad adminis-
tration of the Governments; that in Italy, especialy
In its southern regions, and in Bologna and Genoa,
there is undoubtedly a great ferment in the minds of
the populations supported by the different sects, the
tendency of which is without doubt dangerous, while
the sects themsalves, from the want of known leaders
and of concerted action among themselves, are not
nearly so dangerous as we might fear; that, notwith-
standing the existence of this explosive matter, a re-
volutionary movement in Italy is not to be feared so
long us it is not set on fire and maintained by some
foreign Power; lastly, that at the present moment no
Power can in this respect occasion real alarm.

If this picture is very far from being satisfactory,
it yet gives us some ground to moderate our fears, and
at the same time some advantages by which we may
profit to make the Austrian Government popular in
Italy, and to gain reputation and win the alliance of
neighbouring nations, none of whom are content with
their preseut lot or with their Governments.
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Lombardo- Venetian  Kingdom.

Even the most zealous adherents of the last Govern-
ment admit that the administration of the Lombardo-
Venetian kingdom had many essential advantages in
comparison with the other States of Italy. They allow
that all classes of the population were equally subject to
the laws in Lombardy and the Venetian provinces; that
the nobles and the rich did not maintain the upper
hand; that the clergy were kept in subjection; that the
changes made in property and sanctioned by law were
respected, and that a veil of oblivion had been drawn
over the past—that is to say, that no one was exposed
either to public or private persecution. Apart from
the justice done in this respect to the principles of the
Austrian administration, it would, however, be a mis-
take to infer from this that general dissatisfaction was
not prevalent in the provinces subject to your Majesty.
Your Majesty has been informed of this state of things
by the governors of the provinces and by the presidents
of the police courts, and it cannot be unknown to your
Majesty that the tedious progress of business;, the
design attributed to your Majesty of wishing to give
an entirely German character to the Italian provinces;
the composition of the courts, where the Italians daily
see with sorrow German magistrates appointed to offices;
and the prolongation of the controversies between the
Vienna Court and the Papal See, are the main causes to
which this discontent is ascribed. Since these causes
appear to me to be all more or less of a kind capable
of removal, and since the paternal views of your Ma-
jesty have in this respect long been known to me, |
think it my duty to repeat again, with the greatest
respect, how important it would be, from a political
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point of view, to remove as soon as possble these
defects and shortcomings of the administration in this
most interesting part of the monarchy, to quicken and
advance the progress of busness, to conciliate the
national spirit and self-love of the nation by giving to
these provinces a form of constitution which might
prove to the ltalians that we have no desire to deal
with them exactly as with the German provinces of the
monarchy, or, so to speak, to weld them with those pro-
vinces; that we should there appoint, and especialy in the
magisterial offices, able natives of the country, and that,
above all, an endeavour should be made to unite more
closely with ourselves the clergy and the cdlass of writers
who have most influence on public opinion. | do not
doubt that it is possble to attain this most desirable
and beneficial end without encountering great difficulties,
and even without being exposed to the necessity of de-
parting from those genera principles upon which the
administration of the other parts of the monarchy are
based—principles which unquestionably must be pre-
served in the interests of the common weal, though their
application may admit of many modifications. | cherish,
lastly, the hope that whenever your Maesty is induced
to set in motion the salutary designs long contemplated,
and to establish the well-being of these provinces on an
enduring bads, public opinion will declare itself for
Austria, discontent will disappear with its causes, and
the Italians will at last regard Austria as the only
Government which can afford a sure support to public
tranquillity. If ever this day should come, then the
influence of foreigners will ceese to be feared, and we
shall gain one far more essential with our neighbours—
the influence given by opinion.
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Metternich to the Emperor Francis, Gratz,
November 8, 1817.

246. | have the honour to submit to your Ma-
jesty in the accompanying documents the results of
the labours which | undertook in Italy, and of the
observations which | there made. That my chief work,
which | enclose with this (No. 245), isdrawn up with
perfect truth, and contains a faithful picture of the
present state of thingsin Italy—for this | vouch. The
result of my observation, which has grown to be abso-
lute conviction, is that the Austrian Government has
only to observe a steady course in order to playin Italy
apart to which your Majesty is in every respect called.
A great work has been done by the new relations in
which your Majesty has placed the Government of the
Lombardo-Venetian kingdom. In consequence of this
constitution public opinion will pronounce entirely in
favour of your Majesty, and in these measures lies all
the good which we are entitled to require of adminis-
trative measures ; they fulfil naturally the just wishes
of a nation, and they are of a nature to strengthen the
power of a Government. This purpose can always be
attained in the ways now indicated.

In our Italian provincesthere prevails at thismoment
the greatest dissatisfaction with the measure—in itself
very natural, and supported by solid grounds—for theex-
tension of the general custom-house laws to these coun-
tries. This extension has been madewith aview to local
demands and local relations; against which nothing can
be said. Wherein, then, do the difficulties (among
which | include some natural and easily obviated griev-
ances) consist? A casual conversation with the President
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of the Chamber of Commerce has given me information
on this point.

In the Lombardo-Venetian province there is little
taste for manufactures: most of the articles in daily
use Italy imports from foreign countries. France and
England have made the greatest advances in manu-
factures. These two States, with an industry peculiar
to them, supply all the markets of Italy. In Austria,
too, the manufacturing spirit is in a torpid condition.
Our manufacturers care but little to make themselves
known in foreign countries, and the Italian provinces
were and are in this respect for Bohemia and Austria
still foreign countries. Now we have made such decrees
for protection and prohibition that none of our manu-
factures are knownin Italy. The merchant beyond the
Alps, therefore, naturally thinks himself abandoned and
neglected. Impressed with a feeling of this great dis-
advantage, the Board of Trade now makes arrangements
to send samples and patternsto Italy.

The sending of samples, the renewal of correspon-
dence between the retail dealers of Milan and the
manufacturers of Bohemia, ought to have been the first
measure. The Government ought to have taken care
that on the day of the prohibition the Italian merchants
had had before their eyes the equally good and equally
cheap, if not cheaper, wares. The second measure
would then have been quite naturally the prohibition
of foreign wares, and this would have silenced the out-
cry, or reduced it to an empty groundless criticism of
a few ill-affected persons.

I will venture to touch on another circumstance
which deeply affects the minds of your Majesty's Italian
subjects.

Y our Majesty istoo well acquainted with the state of
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thingsinltaly not to be awarethat, in nearly thewhole of
the peninsulg, it is the custom in all the most cultivated
clases to send the sons who are destined for literary or
commercial professons to Tuscany for instruction in the
language. If your Majesty will authorise the provincial
guilds in Tuscany to grant permission for the study of
the Humaniora to young people from ten to twelve
years old on the representation of their parents, without
further interrogation, this would produce an excellent
impression on the cultivated part of the community,
and it would be a great object to the Government to
retain busness men who are masters of the Italian lan-
guage. This remark is the more important as the edu-
cational arrangements in the monarchy are not only
such as to interfere with or prevent the journeys of
young people, but even those of foreigners and strangers.
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ANNALS OF LITERATURE.

247. Metternich to Professor Matthaus von Collin, December 10, 1817.
248. Metternich to Carl Bottiger, December 27,1817.

247. His Majesty the Emperor has commissioned
me to take the new literary journal under my imme-
diate though unacknowledged direction.

The notice | herewith enclose may therefore, with
the slight alterations | have made, immediately appear.*

The contract is concluded with the Messrs. Gerold,
the publishers.

| appoint you, sir, to be chief editor.

As second editor | appoint M. Pilat. It will be his
business to be entirely at your disposal, and to act as
middleman whenever it happens that you are prevented
from direct intercourse with me. The conduct of the
business, however, rests, sir, entirely with you.

The criticism of the journal may be divided into

* The object of the Jahrbucher may be inferred from this notice:
" Everything properly conddered as beonging to the duty of a literary
journal will also be the object of this Jahrbucher. It will endeavour to in-
clude reviews of the mog important writings by contemporaries in the whole
ghere of knowledge;, impartial criticism will beitsfirst law and the ground-
work of our bes efforts

" The Jahrbucher will devote epecial attention to the encouragement of
knowledge in the Austrian States, where great industry is already shown by
the learned men of the Fatherland in many branches of knowledge, and
there is a great increase in the peculiarly Italian literature; it will also
grive to bring before its readers those works in every literature by which
sence or art can be advanced. The object of this ingtitution is especially
this: to give a satisfactory survey of the mog important of the great and
noble works of contemporaries who, however divided by national peculiari-
ties, are all led by one and the same aspiration for the advancement of
knowledge.'—ED.
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two parts. To the political part | will myself attend.
The literary and scientific part will be entrusted to one
who was well knownwhen President of the Chief Court
of Police. The necessary introduction | will forward
without delay.

In carrying out this matter and in all measures ne-
cessay for the conduct of the business, | shal, sir,
always await your reports and suggestions.

Metternich to Carl Bottiger, Vienna, December 27, 1817.

248. | have received your esteemed letter and first
literary report, and read them with great pleasure. |
beg of you to continue the same and to rest assured of
my gratitude.

In the enclosure you will find an invitation to take
part in an undertaking long proposed and aways de-
sired by yourself. The new journal rejoicesin the pro-
tection of the Government. The first expenses of an
institution which can only be maintained by its success
will be granted on the part of the State. His Magjesty
the Emperor, from a feeling of the utility of the more
than ever laborious work of which the truly learned
men of the present day are capable, will furnish the ne-
cessary funds for the undertakings of our most eminent
men in particular departments of science and literature.
This is the only kind of interference suitable for the
Government. The character of the learned men who
have been invited to join in the editorship will ensure
that the criticisms in the Jahrbueher der Literatur shall
adways be of a thoroughly learned and truly cosmo-
politan character. | should, however, not have thought
it proper, sir, to send you this invitation myself if |
had not been encouraged to do so by my former personal
acquaintance. Receive, &c.
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RESULTS OF THE NEGOTIATION WITH ROME ON
ECCLESASTICAL AFFAIRS

249. Metternich to the Emperor Francis, Vienna, December 1817.

249. When | left Viennafor Florence last June the
chief subjectsof negotiation with the Holy See with
which | was charged by your Maesty were the fol-
lowing :(—

(a) His Holiness to renounce the right he has
hitherto held of nominating archbishops, bishops, and
other dignitaries in the former Republics of Venice and
Ragusa.

(b) The practice to be given up of requiring the
newly appointed Italian bishops to go to Rome to have
their appointments confirmed by the Pope.

() The proceedings against the preconisation of the
newly appointed Bishop of Brunn to be given up, and
the misunderstanding removed with regard to the Bishop
of Munkatsch.

(d) The differences to be arranged which had arisen
on the part of the Pope, as to the oath to be taken by
the Austrian bishops at their installation, and the cere-
monies to be observed thereat.

(e) The reservations to be made for the preservation
of our rights on the cesson of the clerical jurisdiction
hitherto practised on Piedmontese territory by the Arch-
bishop of Milan and Bishop of Pavia.

(f) The Papal confirmation to be obtained for the
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new dioceses arranged by your Majesty in the States of
Lombardy and Venice, in Tyrol and Vorarlberg.

Your Majesty knows the reasons why | thought it
best not to make use of your Majesty's kind permission
to go to Rome, which reasons restricted me to a con-
fidential correspondence with the Cardinal Secretary of
State, Consalvi, and this at a most unfavourable time*
in consequence of the illness of the Pope and the un-
usual compliance just then shown by France towards
the Holy See in the formation of a concordat. | am,
however, happy to be able to inform your Majesty that
all these points have been arranged according to your
Majesty's wishes, except concerning the journey of the
newly appointed Italian bishops to Rome; and with
regard to thislatter point, such modifications have been
arranged that (by putting aside the qucestio juris to be
decided at a more favourable opportunity) thereis every
hope of attaining the aim defacto.

With regard to this, the following explanations will
give further details :—

(a) His Holiness the Pope has not only agreed to
the renunciation in question but has issued a bull, by
virtue of which the sovereign right of your Majesty and
your successors is acknowledged for ever—the right,
that is, to nominate the Patriarch of Venice and all
archbishops and bishops in the whole territory of the
former Republics of Venice and Ragusa, as far as they
are incorporated in the Austrian kingdom.

(b) Unsuccessful attempts have been made to induce

* Metternich reported to the Emperor Francis from Florence, July 19,
1817:—' The Popé's health is dways in the same very uncertain condition.
The state of things in Rome, however, is such that we shall gradually gain
all reesonahle objects without an actual negotiation. My non-appearance
in Rome causes much surprise, and | make use of this feeling in the way
which sems to me most useful.'—En.
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the Roman Court to declare that the newly appointed
bishops in Lombardy and Venetia are exempt from the
obligation that binds all other Italian bishops to go to
Rome to have their appointments confirmed, but we
have been given to understand, confidentially, that his
Holiness may probably be willing to grant dispensations
in single cases, where the newly appointed bishop, from
age, weakness, or want of means, is unable to take the
journey to Rome.

(c) The Bishops of Brlinn and Munkatsch nominated
by your Majesty have, in consequence of the negotia-
tions, already received the Pope's confirmation with the
bulls referring to it, and consequently have taken their
episcopal sesats.

(d) The Roman Court makes no further objectionto
the explanation as to the oath of the bishops and the
ceremonies observed at their installation, and has tacitly
acknowledged the practice by giving the apostolic con-
firmation to the above-named Bishops of Brunn and M un-
katsch without insisting upon an alteration of the usual
oaths and ceremonies.

(e) In order to be secured against the disadvantages
which might have arisen from giving up the clerical
jurisdiction hitherto practised by the Bishops of Milan
and Pavia, an official declaration has been obtained from
the Court of Turin that this renunciation shall have no
effect whatever on the temporalities and corporations,
seminaries and religious institutions, which have had
property, personal or otherwise, or drawn their revenues
from Piedmontese territory, but that they shall con-
tinue in their undisturbed possesson and enjoyment.

(f) His Holiness has declared his willingness to
sanction the new division into dioceses as arranged by
your Majesty, and to send the bulls concerning it as
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soon as the documents still wanting have arrived in
Rome. These documents | shall therefore despatch

immediately.*

* Beddes the messures mentioned in this paragraph, referring to the
regulation of the home affairs of the Empire, Metternich had agreat influence
on many other arrangements of importance for the Empire, although docu-
mentary evidence of the sameisnot forthcoming. Thus Tyrol got back itsold
constitution of States; Dalmatia was divided into five districts; the kingdom of
Illyriawasformed of Carinthia, Carniola, and parts of the maritime States;
all the provinces of Austriain Germany were declared parts of the German
Confederation, &c. Al these arrangements were brought about by the co-
operation of Metternich during the first years of peace, 1816 and 1817.

A datesman of Prince Metternich's character, who enjoyed the full con-
fidence of his monarch, and possessed a great amount of experience gained
in difficult times, as amatter of course extended his care to the internal
development of the Empire, because of the clase connection of the internal
condition with the foreign affars with which he was entrusted. But the
nature of awell-arranged official organisation accounts for the fact that only
on rare and very important occasons are any documents to be found by the
head of a department on subjects foreign to his sphere of action. For the
personal intercourse with the monarch the proceedings at the green table of
the conference, where the interchange of ideas takes place verbally, leave, as
arule, no written traces—at least none of akind to be accessble to future
inquiry. Besdes, it is to be remembered that during Franciss reign, no-
body more strictly enforced the legal limits of competence in his officias
than the Emperor Francis himself, while during Ferdinand's reign the
power of the Chancellor of State in the home administration (much over-
estimated by contemporaries) was baffled by many paralysing influences.
The want of autobiographical memoairs for this and the next period, explains
our being induced by thetitle of the book which here closes to make these
short remarks (illustrating the subject and partly forestalling its history) on
Metternieh's proceedingsin the department of home policy.—ED.
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LUSTRUM OF THE CONGRESS

1818.
THE WATER-CURE AT CARLSBAD.

Extracts from Metternich's private Letters to his Family, from
July 8 to August 26, 1818.

250. Arrival at Carlshad. 251. Begins the waters. 252. Arrangement of
the day. 253. Madame Catalani—Valabrfcgue and Goethe.  254. From
Konigswart—Strassenhau—the Abbot of Tepl.  255. Anxiety about
Metternich's father. 256. His death. 257. Departure from Konigswart.

Metternich to his Wife, Carlsbad, July 8, 1818.

250. Here | am, my dear, in this place of charms
and delights. 1t will deserve that name from me the
day | am thoroughly re-established in health. | came
at a deuce of a pace from Vienna here; | took only
forty hours on the journey ; they could not do morein
England or Italy. | left Collin at five in the morning
yesterday, passed three hours at Prague, and reached
Carlsbad at midnight precisely. The town is overflowing
with strangers.

251. July 11.—1 am still expecting Staudenheim,*
naturally enough, for he could only arrive to-day if he
did not leave Vienna till Wednesday. | do not trust
his talent as a courier; | have never sen a little
man like him post quickly, and | give him eighty hours

* Dr. Staudenheim was Count Metternich's private physician.—ED.
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to make the same journey asl did in forty. If he does
not arrive during this day, | shall begin to-morrow to
drink the Neubrunn. It is the best known and the
safest spring, although the least powerful. After that
| shall go wherever Staudenheim wishes to take me;
you know that | always follow blindly the advice of my
medical man. For the rest, | shall begin my cure under
very good auspices. My healthisimproved by thejour-
ney, and were it not for a cursed lumbago which seized
me yesterday when stooping to wash my face, | should
be very well. Yesterday | could hardly walk ten
steps during the day. To-day | am better, though still
suffering very much. | do not know how it is that |
have the talent of getting ill on every occasion.

| have arranged my manner of life according to the
customs of the place. | am in bed every night at half-
past ten, and | rise at six. Everybody is at the waters
at half-past six; they breakfast at ten, dine at three,
and eat no supper.

252. July 13.—I wish Baden was situated like
Carlsbad, which isreally charming. | have never staid
here long enough to know all the surroundings ; the roads
are all good: during the last twelve years they have been
made on all sides. One can now get to Eger in three
hours, and consequently to Konigswart* in six. We
have the most beautiful weather: it is very hot, and you
know how | appreciate heat at this season. | live en-
tirely by rule. From six to eight in the morning | rush
about with seven or eight hundred persons like so
many fools. We meet at nine for breakfast, and thisis
very pleasant; the tables are laid before the different
houses, and those who like join together; so | made
them take mine to the door of the house where

"* A property belonging to Gaunt Metternkh.'
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Schwarzenberg lives, for it is better situated than mine;
we recommence our walking after breakfast till mid-
day. | dine alternately at home and with Charles or
Joseph Schwarzenberg. We take every day, at five
o'clock, a walk of two or three miles. | go to the Salle
at eight, or | have awhist-party at home ; and all Carls-
bad is in bed at ten. This way of life would suit you
very well.

253. July 30.—Madame Catalani arrived here yes-
terday, having been expected with much impatience.
She will give a concert on the 1st. | shall therefore
not leave till the morning of the 2nd, though 1 finish
my course of waters to-morrow. Staudenheim, who
never trifles, forbids me to drink them on the 1st, for
he says they have made me well and that too much of
them would be luxury. On the other hand, he wishes
Madame Catalani to take them with great assiduity for
thirty days, for she appears to him an excellent subject
for Carlsbad. For the concert the day after to-morrow
the orchestrawill be composed in the following manner :
—Leader of the orchestra: an old organist of the chapel,
who has been trying to cure a liver complaint for three
years and not succeeded ; clavichord: aPrincede Biron,
who always lies, except when he says he plays this
instrument well; first violin: a Saxon Colonel; second
violin: a Prussian Captain ; violoncello: the Prussian
General Count de Hacke. We are still in search of
other instruments ; the trumpetersonly are hired. They
are the keepers of the great court, who announce the
arrival of visitorswith the sound of the trumpet. If
this concert creates afurore, it will be fortunate !

At the first rehearsal of the concert, which took

place at my house, Goethe arrived. | introduced him
to Madame Catalani, saying he was a man of whom Ger-
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many was proud. Valabregue* asked me, 'Who is
Goethe? | told him that he was the author of
" Werther." The unhappy man did not forget this; for
lo and behold! some days afterwards he went up to
him and said: 'My dear Goethe, what a pity it isyou
could not see Potier in thepart of " Werther! *' Itwould
have made you burst with laughing.'

254. Konigswart, August 3.—1 came here yesterday,
and | shall remain until the 5th. Besides, Franzensbrunn
is so near that | hope often to return here, in order that
| may see that the most is made of the new establish-
ment at Marienbad, which is a real godsend for this
property. Within the last three years | have added
more than four thousand toises (six feet) of roads. Now,
one is able to go from Eger to where the road branches
off from the Sandau and Altwasser road to the chateau
on one of the finest roads possible, and | am going to
have it planted with trees. The peasants, who formerly
destroyed all the trees, are now beginning to preserve
them. We must next make a road from Grossich-
dichfur to Marienbad, and this road will be costly, on
account of a steep hill in the Walderl which it must
avoid. | shall finish it, however, in less than a year.
The Abbot of Tepl, who is coming to dine with me to-
day, ought to contribute towardsit. This Abbotis ter-
ribly afraid of me; | do not know how the absurd
story has been spread through the country, that the
Abbey is to be secularised, and that the Emperor wishes
to make me a present of it. | contradict it in vain, the
noble convent trembles none the less, and | can obtain
from it all which is just and reasonable, in consequence
of its dread that the Emperor may be unjust and myself
unreasonable. The Konigswart property is at any rate

* Catalani's hushand.
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much improved by the neighbourhood of these new
waters.

Metternich to his Mother, Franzensbad, August 13.

255. Itiswith a broken heart, my dear mother,
that | write to you in the most painful moment of my
life and yours. A letter which | received to-day from
my wife does not allow me to hope for my father's
restoration to health. From all | hear | feel sure that
he is dying the death which nature has reserved for
advanced age—a gentle death, free from the suffering
which accompanies acute disease. If | consulted only
my own feelings, | should start immediately for Vienna,
but everything is against my doing so. Staudenheim
actually forbids me interrupting the cure which has
begun, and which promises the most satisfactory results.
He declares that the waters here must not be interrupted
in their course, and that by interrupting them | should
undergo all the inconveniences he is anxious to avoid.
And should | find my father, evenif | set off imme-
diately ? Everything is arranged for my journey and
arrival on the Ehine before the end of the month. |
shall find there all the men whom | ought to meet be-
fore the meeting at Aix-la-Chapelle, and the delay which
attends this meeting, far from being inconvenient, may
be of incalculable advantage in its results. In conclu-
sion, should| be performing a duty which would benefit
my poor father ? Would not my sudden arrival do
more harm than good ? Thisisthe consideration which
has most weight with me, but the sad event which we
are now expecting could not have happened at a mo-
ment more painful to me. If my father shouldlive, and
expresses a desire to see me, wereit only for one moment,
| would put aside all these considerations and come to
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you. A moment's happiness in this world would not
encroach on the eternal joy which awaits him.

You se, my good mother, it is for you to direct
and decide what | ought to do. There are times in
which it is scarcely possible oneself to know how to act
for the best.

If the sad event takes place, apply to Bartenstein
for everything. | have given him full directions. My
brother has written tome (for which | begyou to thank
him) to assure me that he will do all he possibly can.
| believe | thought of everything in my last letter to
Bartenstein.

| would strongly advise you to go and join my
family at Baden. You will be better there than at
Salzburg; you will avoid the trouble of alongjourney,
and will feel at home.

. In conclusion, my dear mother, take care of
yourself, and remember that, if you can do no more for
him, you owe it to us to think of yourself.

My poor father in leaving this world will at least
have the consolation that | have never given him a
moment of unhappiness, and this is the sweetest feeling
of my life. He cannot refuse me his blessing, and |
shall know how to deserveit.

Adieu, my dear good mother. | embrace you, and
implore you not so much to think of yourself as of all
of us.

256. Franzensorunn, August 14.—I| wrote yester-
day, my dear mother, in all the anxiety of a painful
uncertainty; to-day, when | have received the news of
the loss we have sustained, | can only repeat what |
said to you yesterday. Although the blow was expected,
it isnot the less dreadful. The courier arrived yester-
day just as | was going to bed. It consoles me for my
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absence to think that my poor father was unconscious.
He died without perceiving that he was treading the
valley of the shadow of death, and he felt none of its
horrors—a happy death, not reserved for everyone !

. | have ordered here everything necessary for
depositing the remains of my father, as far as arranging
amore suitable place of repose than the tomb which
now exists in the parish of Konigswart. 1 intend to
make a place of sepulture which will one day contain
us all. Those who ought not to be separated in this
world should not be isolated in their last resting-place.
| have ordered obsequies in all the parishes, here as
well as at Ochsenhausen and in Moravia. |If my father
needed prayers to assst him to his place in the other
world, those of his own people will not be wanting.*

Adieu, my dear mother. May God preserve you for
many years, and give you in this heavy trial that
strength of mind which should never abandon us, even
in the most trying moments. | charge all my family,
who are no less yours, with those duties which | should
have desired to fulfil myself.

Metternich to his Wife, Konigswart, August 26.

257. | write to you, my dear Laura, afew hours
before my departure. | am feeling very sad. Every-
thing which separates us is painful to me, and | feel
more and more every day the pain of being separated
from my dear little family. 1 should like to have you
always with me, or never to leave Vienna. Few lives
are so fatiguing as those which are spent in the highest
walks of life, and in the midst of important and intri-
cate affairs. Formerly these affairs could be carried on
quietly. How many difficulties there are in my career,

* See on the same subject No. 283.—-ED,
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and how different are they from those of all former
ministers, and perhaps even from those to come!

| shall be at Frankfurt on the 29th, and spend two
busy days there! | shall have the entire Diet on my
hands. | know already that most of the ministers
there are trembling at my appearance; of my forty-
eight hours | shall take at least from twelve to fifteen
to lecture the well-intentioned and to do justice to
those who are not. My two days at Frankfurt will,
however, be worth at least a hundred as far as business
IS concerned.

On the 1st | shall go to se the Duke of Nassau,
and from there go on to Johannisberg. The Duke has
paid me many attentions, and deserves at least a visit
from meinreturn. They write to me from Frankfurt
that he has a hundred men at work making a road as
far as the chdteau from the point where one leaves the
main road. The monks of Fulda had taken care to
leave this road impracticable, for fear of attracting too
many visitors. My cellars being empty, | do not run
the same risk, and | prefer some toises of a good road
to many bottles of wine. He has, moreover, ordered
his keepers to furnish me with game, and his gardeners
with the fruits of his forests and gardens. As | shall
probably only remain there a short time, | shall make
no great ravages in either the one or the other.

| am also informed that, since the inhabitants on the
banks of the Ehine have learnt that the Emperor is
coming down the river, they have been making immense
preparations along the whole route. It isno doubt the
part of Europe where the Emperor is mostloved, more
even than in our own country. The whole scene will
be admirable. The Emperor will have a real fleet.
There is not one more yacht or boat to be hired on
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the river; all are taken by the people living on the
banks, and the whole population will be on the river
side. | foresaw this, and | believe it will be a success.
These demonstrations prove better than the Jena news
papers what is the opinion of the people. We shall
have a splendid article for the ' Observer.'

| wish you were all with me, my dear ones!



126

JOURNEY TO THE RHINE.

Extracts from Metternich's private Letters, from August 31 to
September 24,1818.

258. Arrival in Frankfurt—illness. 259. Metternich's gopearance at the
Bundestage. 260. The insult—Staudenheim on the Prince of Hesse
Homburg. 261. First visit to Johannisberg. 262. Description of Co-
blentz. 263. Project for the erection of a national monument—the
" Volks-sagen '—the ' Bromser von Rudesheim'—made Duke of Portella.
264. From Mayence—arrival of the Emperor Francis. 265. From Bingen
—splendid soenes on the Rhine—feeling for the Emperor Francis—
dinner to the Emperor at Johannisberg.

Metternichto his Wife, Frankfurt, August 31, 1818.

258. | arrived here comfortably, my dear, the day
before yesterday, in the evening, and alighted as usual
at Mulhens' house, where | amlodged as | should like to
be all my life. One cannot understand how alittle re-
tired grocer has had the taste to build and furnish a
houselike this, nor how a man so avaricious could spend
six hundred thousand florins to be well housed.

Yesterday | spent the most agreeable morningin the
world. From ten till four, | received all the Confede-
ration, deputations from the magistrates, corps diplo-
matique, & c. To increase the pleasure, | had caught on
the way, from the intense cold and infernal damp, one
of my nice colds in the head, and as the Diet in corpore
iIs not made to heal anything, | was obliged to go to
bed in the evening and try to get into a perspiration.
Staudenheim, who never trifles, told me thismorning that
| had better remain in bed all day, and I, a gentle in-
valid, submit.
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| shall stay here to-morrow and the day after, and
go to Johannisberg on the 3rd. One has no idea of
the difference of the climate of this country from our
own. | was ready to die of cold in Bohemia, and here
we have not had one single cool day. It has rained for
eight days, and been warm all the time, which is very
promising for the wine. | have had extravagant offers
for the vineyards of Johannisberg, but | have refused
them all. One was an offer of fifty thousand florins to
be paid immediately, the wineto be sealed and laid down
for six years at Johannisberg, then sold for our com-
mon benefit—that isto say, that| should divide the pro-
fits besides the fifty thousand florins. But | do not
wish to divide, and | hold, moreover, that it is better to
establish the reputation of the cellar.

259. September 4.—. . . . You can have no idea
of the effect produced by my appearance at the Diet.
An affair which perhaps would never have ended has
been concluded in three or four days. | am more and
more convinced that affairs of importance can only
be properly conducted by oneself. Everything done
second hand is vexatious and troublesome, and makes
no progress. | have become a species of moral power
in Germany, and perhaps even in Europe—a power
which will leave a void when it disappears : and never-
theless it will disappear, like all belonging to poor frail
human nature. | hope Heaven will yet give metime
to do some good ; that is my dearest wish.

260. September 11.—At last, my dear, | am ready
to start. | shall sleep to-morrow at Johannisberg, and
go on the following morning. | shall dine at Coblentz,
and spend the 14th and 15th there, and on the 16th |
shall return to Johannisberg and remain there till
the 22nd.
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| derive real pleasure from these different journeys;
| goto revisit the scenes of my youth, and | expect to
find them changed, as | am changed myself. The walls
remain intact, but the men have nearly all disappeared.
| am convinced that | shall not find five persons of my
acquaintance at Coblentz ; | will giveyou all the details,
and though they cannot interest you, they will my
mother. | shall go and visit all the spots she knows,
and where she passed the best years of her life. She
was beautiful and beloved there, and what more is
necessary to make a place pleasant and its remembrance
dear ? This is the good side of women. We men need
more to make us carry away agreeable recollections
of our sojourns. | count my recollections only by
public affairs, negotiations, and treaties—happy if the
latter do not ruin me altogether.

My visit here has been crowned with great success.
| arrived at Frankfurt like the Messiah to save sinners.
The Diet wears a new aspect since | have taken a part
init, and everything which seemed so impossibleis con-
cluded. | do not believe that twelve days ever bore
more fruit at an equally important period. All that
the intriguers were aiming to take to Aix-la-Chapelle, to
interrupt the progress of affairs, is no longer in their
power. In a word, | have a conviction that | have
served the cause better at this moment, which does not
appear to offer immense advantages, than on twenty
other more brilliant occasions. This will, however, be
none the less useful.

| shall sse Johannisberg for the first time to-morrow,
and it must be very beautiful, for all who have seen it
rave about it. | have seen it in imagination twenty
times : now | am going to see it in reality, and | hope |
shall not be disappointed. | often think of my poor
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father: he would have taken a thousand times more
pleasure in the place than | do; and it would have been
worth more, because he would have been the proprietor.
Neither had he the happiness of seeing a good arrange-
ment for the mediatises which will shortly appear. |
promised it to him during my stay at Frankfurt,
and felt that | was fulfilling a duty towards him in
keeping my word, and | declare to you | have more
satisfaction in that feeling than in the thing itself.
What a happy time he would have passed in my place
this morning ! Perhaps he envies me from the other
world—if envy can be felt there—the hour | have had
the misfortune to pass with an infernal M. de Schmitz,
the man of business to the house of Linange, and
all the mediatises whom he adored when here on earth.
| do not know if at the age of seventy | shall like
tiresome people and pedants: | certainly cannot stand
them now.

| was present yesterday at a conference which Staud-
enheim had with the hereditary Prince of Hesse-Hom-
burg. The latter consulted him about a malady which
Staudenheim declares to beflying gout, but which with
the Prince takes the appearajice of everything—that is to
say, it resembles insanity. | was sorry | had not a short-
hand writer with me; he would have furnished an ex-
cellent chapter for a comic romance. The point on
which the negotiation between the doctor and the
sick man was broken off was that of the sick man's
breakfast. The Prince did not wish to be deprived of
half a yard of sausage with which he was accustomed
to begin the labours of the day. Staudenheim got into
a rage, the Prince began to swear, and they seemed to
have the sausage by the two ends, and to be struggling
who should wrench it from his adversary. Stauden

VOL. M. K
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heim ended by carrying off the sausage, and the cure is
about to commence under the auspices of the Princess
Elizabeth of England.

261. Johannisberg, September 12.—I have been
here, my dear Laura, since five o'clock this evening.
| arrived early enough to see from my balcony twenty
leagues of the course of the Rhine, eight or ten towns,
a hundred villages, and vineyards which this year will
yield twenty millions of wine, intersected by meadows
and fields like gardens, beautiful oak woods, and an
immense plain covered with trees which bend beneath
theweight of delicious fruit. Thus much without. As
for within, | find a large and good house, of which
in time a fine chateau may be made: but we are still
far from having that. | have spent nearly ten thousand
florins in the last two months to make it what may
fairly be called passable. My friend Handel has chosen
the paper-hangings and furniture. The papers he has
put on the walls are inconceivable : above all it is in-
conceivable where he could have found what he has
chosen. The evil is, however, confined to three rooms;
the rest of the apartments are painted in one colour.

First of all, | ran through the chdteau, the stables,
and places for making thewine. | have not visited the
cellars, because there is no wine in them, and because |
am just recovering from rheumatic fever. | have made
the acquaintance of Father Arndt, the famous manager
of the place, and the best of employes for an estate of
this kind. Picture to yourself an old abbe of about
sixty, virtuous from position, and | believe by convic-
tion, who has not even the first and commonest defect
of old monks. This good man has such a horror of
wine that he has not drunk one bottle since he has been
at Johannisberg; yet he is the best connoisseur of wine
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in the canton, but he judges of it by his nose. Itis
sufficient for him to smell a bottle of wine to decide its
quality, its growth, and itsyear; he can even distin-
tinguish mixtures, and has never been known to make
a mistake. Heaven made him for this business, as he
was not born a pointer. He reckons on forty-six casks
this year, at least: when he adds this phrase, it is un-
derstood in the country that forty-six means fifty-two.

| am here with Floret, who only regrets that the
year 1817 was so bad, and that he cannot find a small
remnant from the preceding years; Swoboda, who
does not believe that beyond the frontiers of our
beautiful kingdom there can be a tolerable country;
and M. de Handel, proud as Artabanus of the choice he
lias made of the furniture. He has particularly drawn
my attention to a cupid, which unfortunately has all
its limbs dislocated, and which is conspicuous above
one of the doors from its excited attitude. He seems
to have drunk all that Father Arndt has not drunk.
Handel boasts, too, of his choice of a great round table,
the top of which weighs a hundred pounds, and which
rests on a crane's foot 0 small that Gentz will never
enter the room in which it stands for fear of being
mai med.

| hope to start to-morrow at ten in the morning, so
asto arrive at Coblentz at six in the evening.

Mettemich to his Mother, Coblentz, September 15.

262. | must write to you, my dear mother, were
it only that you may have a letter from your son,
written at this place.

| arrived here the day before yesterday, just as
night was closing in. It would be difficult to imagine
anything more beautiful than the road from Bingen.

K2
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| believe it is even preferable to the descent by the
river. One rolls along an excellent road, which in
another two years will leave nothing to be desired; at
present, the railings by its side are in many places only
too necessary.

The environs of Coblentz are greatly improved by
the fine roads which meet there from every direction.
One is astonished to find oneself in the avenues in front
of the chdteau without having been jolted at the foot of
the Chartreuse and across the gardens where old Kintelius
used to fancy he was practising gardening. The trees
that we saw planted in front of the chdteau are very
large; it is like being in the midst of aforest. Thisis a
sad sight for those who saw them when they were mere
sticks. The chdteau itself has the look of a deserted
house: doors, windows, all are broken. It is at present
used as a military establishment. The King wishes to
rebuild it, but its destination is not absolutely decided.
The town itself is where we left it.  The interior of
this old town is improved—not that the houses are
changed, but the streets are better paved, and the
terrible signboards which obstructed the view have
given place to boards like those in Paris. It is evident
that the town has passed some years under French
domination ; its influence is visible in many things—
notably in the shops. Among other things, the foun-
tains in the squares are well constructed. In front of
the church of St. Castor there is a fountain with the
following inscription :—' Erigeepar le prefet Van 1812,
memorable par |la campagne de Russie ;' and below," Vu
et approuve par nous, Commandant russe a Coblentz, le
1% Janvier, 1814.'

They are making fine strong fortifications on the
three points which command the town—at Ehrenbreit-
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stein, on the mountain of St. Peter (das ehemalige Brun-
nenstubcheri), and behind the Chartreuse. The environs
of Coblentz are certainly among the most remarkable
on the fihine. Our garden near the Moselle is now a
field. I have been to s the house, the entrance to
which is as it must have been always, but the riding-
school, the coach-house, the old door, the walls be-
tween the two courts—all have disappeared. There
is a little wall, with two doors with pillars form-
ing the entrance to the court, and a small public
square has replaced the houses which obstructed the
entrance. The house isin the most pitiable state, and
very dirty; there are no traces of what it once was.
The Court of Appeal occupies the greater part, and
the small houseis inhabited by a general, who, | suppose,
finds himself pinched for room. | went through the
garden ; the English part is replaced by a score of
large trees, planted without order where the old thickets
were; the hermitage has disappeared: the hillock on
which it stood still marks the spot. The meadow
remains; the espalier is converted into great trees such
as grow in the fields; on the terrace the lime-trees are
immense, and partly obscure the view. The frescoes
alone have resisted the ravages of time; the stable
wall is covered with them, and they struck me as being
exceedingly bad.

Of our old acquaintances there only remain here the
old Count d'Eltz (who isdying), and Count Eemus, who
lives in the Burresheims' house for some months in
every year. The two ladies, his aunts, are alive, and
intend to marry when they can find husbands. The
rest of the gentry have disappeared, they and their
little fortunes. Faithful to the customs of the country,
all these gentlemen have ruined themselves more than
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the Revolution has ruined them. Count de Boos is
the last to leave; heis now at Sayn, where he is dying
in consequence of a visit he made to Paris, where he
destroyed his health and lost all his fortune at play.
Kerpen's house displays the name of a linendraper's shop.
Leyen's house, which is in very good condition, is
occupied by the military governor. The castle of
Kesselstadt is transformed into an iron manufactory.
Bassenheim's house will, one of these days, fall on the
head of a general who is living in it. The Laacher-
Hof bears beneath its ancient name an innkeeper's
signboard. | lodge at the Hotel de Treves, which is
one of the worst inns in Europe—the best is at Thai.

There are no traces of the old chdteau below Ehren-
breitstein: it is replaced by a battery of twenty-four
guns.

This rough sketch will give you an idea of the
town, which is, indeed, in its old place, but is not at all
the old town itself. Since | have been here | have not
met two people | know. It is quite sufficient to come
here, as | have done, to se that five-and-twenty years
will swallow up a whole generation. The streets arefull
of the children of the children of our time, and they
look upon me as upon a being from another world.

| spent yesterday morning in receiving the civil and
military authorities and those of the town; | took a
walk with Chancellor Hardenberg—whom | found, to
my great satisfaction, in the best of health—and | dined
with the Governor. To-day | go to Engers; dine with
minister Ingersleben, do some business, and to-morrow
return to Johannisberg. Thisis all | have to tell you;
nevertheless, | suppose, my dear mother, that you will
read my letter with the interest one always feels in
old memories.



THE RHEINGAU. 135

Metternich to his Wife, Johannisberg, September 18.

263. | am here, not as if in the country, but as if
at a Congress. Yesterday | had Chancellor Hardenberg,
Count de Goltz and General Wolzogen, Count de Buol,
Steigentesch, Wessenberg, Caraman, Maccalon, the
Counts Minister, Rechberg, and Wintzingerode. | have
with me Mercy, Spiegel, Langenau, and Gentz. The
Chancellor left yesterday for Kreutznach ; Bethmann
and half a dozen Frankfurtese arrive to-day. To lodge
all these people | have hired two houses at the foot of
the hill.

What aview! What a rich country! What inde-
scribable beauties for a man who does not know the
Eheingau ! Everyone who arrives stands amazed on the
balcony, and yet the view is nothing in comparison with
that from the drawing-room, which forms the eastern
corner of the chdteau. When the air is clear you can
follow the course of the Rhine in a direct line for more
than nine leagues ; when it is hazy, the river, which is
immense, touches the horizon and looks like the sea
It is continually covered with two-masted vessels in full
sail, and its banks are like those of a little stream, the
grass reaching to the water's edge. | have just had
plans made of the chdteau and the neighbourhood. |
have sent for an excellent architect from Frankfurt to
arrange the plan according to my directions; it will be
only necessary to make a very few changes to turn the
chdteau into avery comfortable habitation, able to accom-
modate a numerous family and a dozen visitors. Near
the chdteau is a place which is cultivated as an English
garden, and which is suited for nothing ese. In it,
facing the Rhine, there is ahillock on which | intend
to erect a monument, probably an obelisk, in remem-
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brance of the events of 1813 and 1814. | shall thus
raise on the most classic ground of Germany, and at
very little expense, a truly national monument. Free-
stone costs nothing, and a few blocks would make a
beautiful thing, which above all should be simple. M.
de Handel has been ordered to send you a work which
contains a very good description of the course of the
Rhine. |intenditfor Marie, so that she may know what
she will se one day. Have it sent to her, but read the
chapters from Mayence to Coblentz, and especially the
one at the end of the book, which is called Volks-sagen.
You will read there the most charming histories, which
will recur to you on taking thisjourney at every step.
There is not one picturesque site which does not contain
a ruin, and each ruin has its history ; each story is
full of gallant and chivalrous sentiments; the subjects
might inspire the most beautiful pictures in the world
to adorn a beautiful edition of this work. Eead
particularly the history of the Emperor Frederick of
Adolphseck and Bitter Browser von Rudesheim.  This
family is merged in ours; we were its heirs; the scene
of the events belonged to us, and | was obliged to sell
it to satisfy some usurers. The ruin, the most beau-
tiful on the banks of the Rhine, has been bought by
Count Ingelheim, who occupies himself in transfer L-
ing it into a dwelling-house, and that in the best
possible taste. He manages the exterior very well,
and hollows out, in the walls, which are from twenty-
five to thirty feet thick, commodious apartments in a
most suitable style. This old chdteau could only have
been a Roman castle, and this is proved by the dis-
covery lately made of a vault in which were a num-
ber of funeral urns very well preserved, and beside
each urn a sabre, a lance, the top of a helmet, and
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many Roman weapons. Not wishing to disturb any-
thing, they cleared the entrance to the vault, and closed
it with a glass door.

... | bhave received a splendid decree from
the King of Naples, giving me the title of Duke of
Portella, the first place in the kingdom where the
Imperial troops halted in the campaign of 1815.
There is a compliment in the choice of the name, and
it is a good remembrance to perpetuate in the family.

264. Mayence, September 23.—1 left Johannisberg
with great regret yesterday and | took a tender leave of
it. Whenyou s it—and that will be a happy day for
me—you will understand my regret. | found my quar-
ters here prepared inthe old house on the Bleichewhich
my father occupied, and which | left in 1788 to go to
Strasburg. That is thirty years ago; | have grown
old ; the house has renewed its youth without having
improved; it has lost the appearance of a mansion to
take that of a middle-class house.

The Emperor arrived here at seven o'clock. You
will see from what Hudelist tells you what he has done
to-day. | spent the day in work, then in walking in
the streets, dining with the Emperor, and paying visits
to the Princess of Hesse-Homburg and the Princess of
Denmark, who is very pretty. | passed three hours in
the evening with the Emperor, who is glad to see me
again, and then went to see the last scenes of ' Titus,'
which was very tiresome this evening. There isnoworse
theatre than that of Mayence, unless it is that of Baden.

We shall prolong our visit here until to-morrow, so
asnot to meet the King of Prussia at Coblentz. The
Emperor will embark on the 25th, and dine at Johannis-
berg ; we shall be alarge and pleasant party, including
nearly all the princes who are here.
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We shall dleep on the 25th at Bingen, on the 26th
at Coblentz, on the 27th at Cologne, and on the 28th at
Aix-la-Chapelle. The Emperor Alexander does not go
to Italy. | need not tell you that delights me.

265. Bingen, September 24.—1 arrived here in such
good time, my dear, after a charming day, that | am
able to take this opportunity of sending to Frankfurt,
and write to you by the military courier.

You will read in the paper an article containing the
details of our day, but neither papers nor letters can
convey to you the truly ravishing scene we have en-
joyed. | do not believe that the voyage of Cleopatra,
that beautiful queen, with all her nymphs and adorers
surrounding her, could have been more picturesque than
ours. The skies were extremely favourable ; the most
beautiful day, the best wind, the best people and the
most amoureux: this is the only word which expresses
the sentiment all feel here towards the Emperor ; hun-
dreds of boats, thousands of cannon and petards firing,
about twenty bands, besides the music of the Austrian
regiment and garrison at Mayence; a burning sun, a
cool wind, and thousands of smiling faces; all this on
the Ehine and on its banks. These are the elements
which composed thefete, which nevertheless was only a
simplejourney.

The Emperor was struck with the view of Johannis-
berg, and the Prince of Denmark declares that in Den-
mark and even in Norway there is not a more charming
situation under the softest sky. | gave him avery good
dinner, and | found that | had enough Johannisberg of
my own without having to borrow. | am, moreover,
convinced that it never attained more celebrity than
during the last fifteen days. But, | am far from de-
sirous that it should preserve that character; | should
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'very much prefer to pass some weeks there with you
and the children, with neither sovereigns nor ministers.
The book | have placed there to receive the names of
visitors looks to-day like a protocol of Congress. May
God spare me from seeing it filled thus !

We shall leave to-morrow at eight in the morn-
ing, and shall be at Mayence between one and two.
The Emperor, who much likes to see attachment shown
to him, is enchanted with the country.

We have superb weather, and Father Arndt an-
nounced to me to-day with an air truly Bacchic that he
will answer for the year. | said my Rat with much
benignity.
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RESDENCE IN AIX, AND RETURN JOURNEY
TO VIENNA.

Extracts from Metternich's private Letters, from October 1 to
December 25, 1818.

2G6. Arrival at Aix—waitsat Cologne for the Emperor—triumphal voyage
up the Rhine—visit to the Cathedral—the Emperor Alexander—beginning
of the Conferences.  267. Dinner of the King of Prussiain honour of the
Emperor's name-day—whist-party.  2G8. The Treaty of Evacuation
signed with France—journey to Italy. 2G9. Amusements. 270. Death
of Hudelist—excursion to Spa. 271. Lawrenceat Aix. 272. Travelling
plans. 273. Concluson of the busness. 274. With Wellington to
Brussels—Princess Mary. 275. FromDonauworth. 276. Return to Vienna
—the Emperor Alexander. 277. Parallel between Paris and London.

Metternich to his Wife, Aix-la- Chapelle,
October 1, 1818.

266. Here |l am at last, my dear, in this town, at
the end of my journey, but far from the end of my
wishes.

| wrote to you last from Bingen. | coasted the
Ehine as far as Coblentz, where the Emperor arrived
by water some hours after me. We slept there, and |
pursued my route next day as far as Cologne. | dined
at Bonn, and walked about the town for about two
hours. Nothing is so charming as the situation of
Bonn; the beautiful mountains which terminate the
valley of theriver seem to embellish the scene so as to
make you leave it with still more regret. These moun-
tains, known by the name of the Siebengebirge, have a
magical effect. On one side are the ruins of Roland-
seek, and on the other, those of Drachenfels. In case
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they did not send you from Frankfurt the description
of the Rhine by Schreiber, | enclose a copy now. You
will find in the article * Volkswagen' the history of these
two castles. Further on begins the immense plain
which loses itself in the Ocean and the North Sea—a
luxuriant plain, covered with towns, villages, fertile
fields and superb forests.

| arrived at Cologne about seven o'clock. Anim-
mense crowd had assembled to meet the Emperor. My
six horses and the carriages of my suite made them
take me for him. Invain | stopped every five minutes
to assure the people that | was unworthy of so much
honour—it was no use; on arriving at the gatethey be-
gan againin finestyle. The bells, the shouts, the excite-
ment of apopulation of sixty thousand soulswho crowded
against my carriage, drowned my voice as well as
Gentz's, whom by chance | had met at Bonn and in-
duced to comewith me. It was as much as | could [do
to prevent them taking the horses out of the carriage.
| was furious, and Gentz trembled in every limb. |
only heard one sensible voice in the crowd: a man to
whom | declared that it was |, myself, sad to me:
"Well we love our Emperor enough to shout twice, if
you are not he.'

| arrived at last at the house of the old patrician
Geyger. Monsieur, Madame, and Mesdemoiselles, his
daughters, whom | had never seen, took posession of me
as| alighted from the carriage. | was covered with
old and young kisses; the whole household wept,
shouted and swore. They wept withjoy at embracing
me—me the Austrian Minister; they shouted Vive
VEmpereur | and they swore at the fate which had over-
thrown the ancient order of things. Surrounded by all
the authorities of the place, | dragged the family into
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aroom, and implored them to be reasonable. They re-
plied by a spontaneous and positive assurance that they
believed they were so, and they could and would not
act otherwise. | began to se that my attempts were
futile against such a determination, and delivered my-
self up to their kisses with heroic abandonment. Ke-
stored to liberty myself, | saw that Giroux * had been
saized by the servants; they seemed not to perceive
that he had neglected his beard for a week.

At last the Emperor arrived at his house, two doors
from mine, and the crowd and the kisses moved twenty
steps farther on.

Certainly if anyone imagines that the happiness of
having been French and being now Prussian has at
Cologne and on the banks of the Khine obliterated
the remembrance of ten centuries, he is much deceived.
The Press nevertheless groans under thislie!

The voyage on the Rhine has been one continual
triumph for the Emperor, and has ended by becoming
quite embarrassing to him. The whole thing recom-
menced on his arrival at Aix-la-Chapelle. Everything
breathes of the Empirein the natal city so beloved by
Charlemagne. The people s in the Emperor only his
successor; they are silent when any of the other
Sovereigns passes, and never ceee shouting wherever
the Emperor appears. Es lebe wiser Kaiser !

The situation of Aix, of which | had only a con-
fused remembrance of twenty-six years length, is very
picturesque. It isvery undulated, and well cultivated.
The weather is magnificent and tempts one to walk.
We are very well lodged, and the measures which have

* For mary yearsafathful vaet of Count Metternich's
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been taken to prevent a crowd of diplomatists from
arriving leave us very much at liberty.

After dinner this evening, we went with the Em-
peror to visit the Cathedral. The King of Prussia came
too, for he had not seen the relics, which date from the
time of Charlemagne, and which are only shown to the
public every seven years, or when a Catholic crowned
head comes to visit them. We were shown:—

1. A small coat of Jesus Christ, which we call in
Vienna ein Kinder-Rockerl.

2. A dress of the Holy Virgin.

3. The girdle which Jesus Christ wore on the cross.

4. The linen in which Herodias carried the head of
St. John the Baptist.

One can hardly believe that these objects are cor-
rectly named, but it is none the less true that when they
were given to the church by Charlemagne a thousand
years ago, that prince would not have acquired them
had they not shown proofs of the highest antiquity.
Their preservation can only be accounted for by the ex-
treme care that is taken of them. They also show the
skull of this Emperor and many of his bones, which
show how tall he was. A prie-Dieu had been placed
on his tomb, and the Emperor knelt on it and prayed.
The people, who had forced the doorsto se the Em-
peror, all fell on their knees instantly, and | thought
the King seemed very uncomfortable, standing in the
midst of his people. In his place, | would not have
come.

The Emperor Alexander arrived here the same
day, in the evening. | spent three hours with him,
and we were just on the same terms as in 1813.

Our conferences began to-day under the most
favourable auspices, and | have every reason to hope
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that in three, or at the most four, weeks we shall finish
our labours.

The results will be generally satisfactory. The Em-
peror Alexander will go from here to Vienna. No more
Is said about hisjourney to Italy and | do not think he
will stay more than a fortnight at Vienna; consequently,
by December 1 all will be restored to order.

267. October 5.—It is horribly cold to-day: it
hails, and it freezes. The Emperor, who suffered much
inconvenience yesterday, remained in bed ; to-day he
feels better, and has risen. Asfor me, | had a bad cold
yesterday, and | am very little better to-day. The re-
sult of this happy coincidence was that neither the
Emperor nor | were present yesterday at a dinner
given by the King of Prussia in honour of St. Francis,
nor at agrand ball given by the town. It is perhaps
for the first time in my life that | felt really glad that
my health prevented me from going out. | will wager
that the whole town thinks that the Emperor and | have
sacrificed their fete to some profound political calcula-
tion. We must let them believe this, and, to keep up
the delusion, | shall acquit myself perfectly to-day.

Our businessis progressing quite marvellously: this
means that it will soon be finished. | have never seen
a prettier little Congress ; this one will produce no bad
blood in me, | promise you. You will excuse me from
telling you about our protocols, and they arewhat occupy
usmost. | make one of a party of whist every evening
with the Prince de Hatzfeld, Zichy, Baring, Labouchere,
Parish—that is to say, with men who do not find them-
selves distressed, or even incommoded, by the loss of a
good round thousand or so. We met at first at Lady
Castlereagh's, but there is an inconceivable atmosphere
of ennui connected with that house. By common con-
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sent we renounced the charms of my lady, and fixed
upon my drawing-room, which is somewhat smaller than
your little room hung with nankeen.

268. October 10.—We signed yesterday with France
the treaty of evacuation. We have lost no time, having
in eleven days settled the diplomatic affairs, made a pay-
ment of two hundred and sixty-fivemillions, and arranged
everything relating to the march of the troops. The
effect which this has produced in France is already
known, for we receive our letters from Paris in forty
hours ; all goes well and will continue to do so.

Our affairs here will be concluded by the end of the
month. | shall be at Vienna most probably on No-
vember 15, or soon after.

| informed you lately of our plans for the journey
to Italy. The Emperorintends to leave Vienna between
February 10 and 15. He will pass the last days of the
Carnival at Venice; the four first weeks of Lent at
Naples; the last two weeks and Easter week at Rome ;
three weeks in Tuscany; three in Lombardy; thiswill
bring him back to Vienna towards the middle of July.

269. October 18.—Our affairs here are advancing
rapidly. | will give them no margin beyond the 4th or
5th of November.

As for amusements, there are none. We are over-
whelmed with youthful talent: every day there are
concerts of virtuosos aged four and nine years. The
last arrival is alittle boy of four years and a half, who
plays the double-bass. You can easily judge of the
perfection of the execution.

There are not even any remarkable shops, and the
trash they offer costs just double what the best of its
kind does in Paris and London. If the shopkeepers have
speculated on our purses, they have reckoned without

VOL. Il L
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their host. | do not know anyone who buys more than
what is strictly necessary.

Our ladies here are Lady Castlereagh, three or four
Enghsh more or less old—that is to say, they are
between fifty and sixty (quite youthful for London)—
the Princess de la Tour, Madame de Nesselrode, and
three Russian ladies. It iswith the ladies as with the
shopkeepers : there is a total want of admirers.

270. October 27.—The courier bringing the sad
news of the death of poor Hudelist arrived here this
morning, and | need not tell you how much | regret
him. He possessed the most essential qualities, and
merits which | shall scarcely be able to replace.
My labour will be doubled, and perhaps even trebled,
for some time; | have been so accustomed to depend
upon him for all details, that | shall always regret what
| can no longer have done by him, and certainly not so
quickly by any other employe.

| am writing to Madame Hudelist, and | beg you to
send the letter to her yourself, telling her that | have
chosen thisway, because | am convinced that it will make
its reception less painful to her. | hope the Emperor
will do something for her, the more so as | am sure her
husband left very little money.

. The day before yesterday | went to Spa with
M. and Madame de Nesselrode, the Count and Countess
de Lieven, Steigentesch, Zichy, Lebzeltern, the Prince
of Hesse, and Floret. We passed the night there ; and
yesterday morning went through the environs of Spa;
dined there, and returned here at eight in the even-
ing. The weather was superb, and our trip well ar-
ranged. Spa is empty: we were the only strangers
there, therefore we excited much interest. The road
from here to Spais charming: nothing is so beautiful
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as the country about Limbourg, with its meadows and
innumerable houses.

271. November 3.—OQur affairs here are in their de-
cline. | do not believe that they can go on beyond the
15th of this month, the day fixed for their conclusion.
If thisis the case, | shall be at Vienna by the end of
November or the beginning of December, and certainly
| shall be glad enough to find myself there.

Lawrence, the greatest painter in the world, is here
by command of the Prince Regent, to take portraits of
the sovereigns and ministers. That of the Emperor is
almost finished, and mine also. | suppose you will see
these two, for Lawrence is going to Vienna to paint
Prince Schwarzenberg. | do not believe that there
could be a better picture than that of the Emperor.
My portrait, | believe, will be excellent. | shall try to
get Lawrence to paint Clementine,*

Our life goes on much as usual: we confer, wewalKk,
we dine. | have my party in the evening, and | go to
bed. AIll the strangers have left us; there are none
remaining.

272. November 11.—I may now tell you, my dear,
that we are very near the end. The last conference
will take place—unless anything unforeseen occurs,
which is not likely—on the16th or 17th. TheEmperor
will leave the same day. He will be at Vienna on De-
cember 2, after stopping five days at Munich.

| expect to leave on the 18th for Brussels; | shall
remain there until the 23rd or 24th, and | shall be at
Vienna on the 7th or 8th or 9th.

| shall certainly not go to Paris. | could only stay
there four or five days, which would be entirely taken
up by Princes and ministers, and | see no good reason

* Princess Clementine, the Prince'sdaughter —ED.
L2
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why I should wantonly expose myself to such drudgery,
| shall therefore part from the children at Brussels.

Marieiswonderfully well. She has had all the suc-
cess possible here ; and as it does not amount to much
altogether, | think | may boast of it. She has been to
see the Emperor, who—to please her, | believe—put on
a Chasseur's uniform. She spent yesterday evening in
dancing polonaises with the Emperor Alexander and
the King of Prussia, and at this moment she is at the
theatre, to see a man named Wurm, an excellent comic
actor from Berlin, with whom she is enchanted.

You will read in all the newspapers, among other
things, that | have had afrightful fall from a carriage,
and that | remained unconsciousduring, | believe, five
or six hours. The fact is that | have had no fall, and
consequently have had neither accident nor fainting fit.
About a fortnight ago in starting from the Emperor's
house in one of the excellent Court equipages, the axle-
tree broke, the carriage leaned on one side, my servant
opened the door, | got out of the carriage, and went on
foot to a soiree at Madame Catalani's. The coachman
fell off, and has been made famous. All the English
papers have correspondents here: they must write
something, and, having nothing to say about the pro-
gress of affairs, they amuse themselves with killing the
ministers.

Our portraits by Lawrence are really chefs-d'oeuvre.
Mine, which is almost finished, is one of the best.* He
will take it to Vienna, where | shall make him copy it,
as | shall never be painted again.

| am sure Marie will tell you her ideas about it.
You will laugh when you e it.

* The portrait of Prince Metternich engraved by Profesor Unger for
this work is the one mentioned here—En,
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273.  November 16.—Our business is concluded.
The Emperor Alexander left this morning for Brussels.
Our Emperor starts to-morrow for Vienna. | leave the
day after to-morrow, early in the morning, for Brussels,
where important business awaits me. | shall be de-
tained there four days, between that and the infernal
etiquette which naturally accompanies it.

| spend my days in work, and all | can tell you is
that | am marvellously well, and not yet quite driven
out of my mind. A courier leaves this evening for
Vienna. | shall return here on the 22nd or the 23rd,
and remain two or three days, because the Con-
ference is in abeyance until my return. | shall be at
Vienna from the 8th to the 10th December, and the
Emperor will be there on the 2nd. The Emperor
Alexander will follow me closely; he will arrive at
Vienna on the 12th.

274. November 21.—I wished to leave to-morrow,
but the impossibility of carrying out my intention was
shown at the Conference this morning. We do not
know how to avoid having one to-morrow morning, and
probably another in the evening, which will be the
last. | send on my carriages in advance to-morrow
evening, and | shall leave with the Duke of Welling-
ton. We shall be at Brussels in fourteen or fifteen

days. You know my plans as far as Vienna. | do
not foresee that they can wundergo any important
change.

On November 23, Brussels; the 24th, 25th, and
26th, | stay there; the 27th, Antwerp ; the 28th, Aix-
la-Chapelle; the 29th, Cologne; the 30th, Coblentz.

December ], Johannisberg ; the 2nd, Frankfurt;
the 3rd, 4th, and 5th, the journey to Munich ; the 6th
and 7th, | stay there; the 8th, Alt-(Ettingen ; the 9th,
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Wels; the 10th, Kemmelbach or Amstetten; the 11th,
Vienna.

You se that | shall be only one day in advance of
the Emperor Alexander, which is certainly not too
much. His visit to Vienna not being on business, the
mere fact of his presence will not trouble me, for we
have become the most intimate friends. Marie, when
she saw us the first time, was quite astonished—she had
never seen us except on bad terms with each other.
She danced several polonaises with him, and aso with
our Emperor, at the ball given by the town to the
sovereigns on Sunday last. The Emperor was as
charmed to see her as if he had known her all his life.
' Se ist eine der Meinigen, said he to me twenty times ;
' Die habe ich lieber als alle die Anderen."

Our business is over, and our conference of to-
morrow is nothing more than a winding up ; everything
is well arranged, and | believe that we shall gain honour
in Europe. | have never seen more perfect agreement
between the Cabinets;, our affairs—the rough as well as
the smooth—ran as if they went of themselves. The
result is what | foresaw and above all desired.

| do not know what | would give now to have got
over the rest of the journey between this and Vienna.
| shall take this journey with the feeling of a postillion
who returns empty to his starting-point, and who twenty
times curses the length of the road he still has to traverse
before he can get to his bed.

275. Donauworth, December 6.—. ... | found
Prince Hardenberg at Aix-la-Chapelle, and worked
with him all one day. | passed a night and a morning
at Johannisberg, where | saw forty grand casks ar-
ranged in the finest cellar in the world. The wine will
be excellent, and twelve thousand ducats' worth might
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be sold to-morrow. It will be worth twenty thousand
in five years. | shall have neither rest nor respite till
you have seen this place, which is really a glorious pos-
session.  Nothing resembles it in beauty, and the house
only requires a little care to become very beautiful. If
one had only a cottage there, one would seem to possess
the world.
| shall stop at Munich on the 8th, and | shall be at
Vienna on the 11th, in the evening, or, more probably,
on the morning of the 12th. You will be forewarned
of my arrival by one of my carriages, which | shall
send on from the last place | sleep at, which will be
either Wels or Enns.
. Good God! everybody seems to be dead

amongst us! | learnt all these catastrophes in a way
which would have been pleasant if it had been on any
other subject. | saw Count d'Eltz at Coblentz. He

had just returned from Brazil, and is there on business
connected with the property of his father, who is dying
afrightful death. . . . | offered my sympathy, and asked
him for news from Vienna. | had not heard for more
than a week, as my letters were waiting for me at
Frankfurt. 'They have cut off Jean Palffy's leg,' said
he; ' but his brother is still more to be pitied, for he
lost one part of his body after another in hisjourney to
Italy." 'That is dreadful,” saidI. 'Yes, two days
before the death of Count de Wallis." 'What! is he
dead?' The Count de Kuefsteinis buried." ' What!

he also!' 'The sacrament has been administered to
Marshal Colloredo; and his brother, Marshal Wenzel,
isdying." | implored him to leave off, for he did not

seem to have half finished.
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Metternich to his daughter Marie, Vienna, December 17.

276. Here | am, my dear Marie, at home; but
you are not there, and | assure you that you are much
wanted. We think much more of you than of our-
selves. We follow all your steps, and | think | can
guess most of them.

On my arrival | found Mamma and the children in
the best of health. Victor is as tall as a full-grown
man. Clementine isimproved. | do not think Leon-
tine has grown much. Herminie is really as well as
possible.  Mamma has told you of the funny mistake |
made when | arrived, in taking Leontine for Herminie.
| enquired about her leg, and she thought | was mad.
She was sleeping in her new room, instead of her sister.
| thought she had grown very much ; but never mind.
Thoughts make a slip sometimes, like the tongue, and
one cannot extricate one's self.

We are here, not amongst fetes, for the Emperor
Alexander does not wish it, but in the sweet and
quiet little pleasures of the Court. The Emperor
Alexander has at length made the acquaintance of his
aunt.* He passes whole days in kissing her hand, and
calling her 'my dear aunt." The presentation took
place before dinner by the Empress. At the very
moment the Emperor kissed the hand of his dear aunt
| thought of Herminie, and | agree with her that Aunt
Pauline is everybody's aunt.

Good bye, my dear Marie. The journey to Italy is
decided upon, but thereis an alteration in it, whichis
in your favour. The Emperor will leave on February
13, and in the beginning of March he will be at
Elorence instead of Naples—that is to say, he will

* Duchess Panline von Wurtemberg sister to Prince Metterrnich—"ED.
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begin by spending nearly three weeks of the month of
March in Tuscany ; from there hewill go to Rome for
Holy Week, and after that, about April 17 or 18, to
Naples.

277. December 25.—1 was sure that Paris would
suit Pepi very well. He has taste, and is accessible to
good impressions.  Parisis the city for society, as L on-
don is for commerce. The one cannot be compared to
the other, for they are perfectly different. Vienna is
like other populous cities; she may count more streets
than some perhaps, but cannot boast of being greater.
The human mind needs continual friction to enable it to
rise above the common level. It is natural that an
assembly of more than five hundred thousand individuals
in one place, under a beautiful sky, in a fertile country,
must offer facilities to a development, to an industrial
and commercial activity, very different from that of
other less populous centres. This is the secret of the
perfection of Paris and London, which both resemble
ancient Rome, ancient Heliopolis, and still more ancient
Babylon. The same causes always produce the same
effects, and the latter are only modified by the progress
of knowledge, science, and art. Now, a very slight
elevation of mind or refinement of taste leads people to
prefer the very best to the tolerably good. Be sure
that as often as this preference does not take place, it is
from the lack of these qualities, or the result of the
presumption inseparable from ignorance. This is not,
however, at all connected with happiness. Happiness
may depend on a single object or a single taste, and
consequently on a single necessity; it is sufficient for
happiness to find some small corner in which this in-
dividual taste may be satisfied. This explains why you
axe happy at Lanschtltz, | in my garden, and Mammain
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Herminie'sroom. Nevertheless, everybody is not equally
exclusive or equally moderate in his tastes; so, though
you and | are happy at Lanschutz and at Eennweg, we
are equally happy on the Boulevards, at the Museum,
and even in the Catacombs; while Mammais only happy
in that one room at the Chancellerie.



METTERNICH'S CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE EM-
PEROR FRANCIS ON THE JOURNEY TO AlX.

Twenty-one Reports from Prince Metternich to the Emperor
Francis, with his Majesty's notes, from July 8 to November 17, 1818.

278. Arrangements concerning Schloss-Hradschin. 279. Death of the Queen
of Sweden. 280. Ultra-Royalist conspiracy in France—approaching con-
flict of the ministerial party with Monsieur. 281. The Emperor Alexander
and the condition of the Russo-Polish Provinces—Field-Marsha Prince
Schwarzenherg. 282. Alexander'sjourney put off—Metternich's idea of
ajourney to Paris. 283. Death of Francis George von Metternich. 284.
Interview with Cgpo d'Istria.  285. Affection for Prince Schwarzenherg.
286. Budness in Rome. 287. Approaching reconciliation of the King
with Monsieur. 288. Kindly fedings towards the Emperor Francis on
the Rhine. 289. The Emperor Alexander's plan of the journey. 290.
Proposed Ohamherlain. 291. Favourable state of feeling in Frankfurt.
292. Death of the Queen of England. 293. Preparations for the journey
of the Emperor Francis. 294. The Elector of Hesse-Cassd wishes for
Royal dignity. 295. Military organisation of the German Bund. 296. The
Emperor's portrait. 297. Pregnancy of the Archduchess Leopoldine.
298. Delay of thejourney.

278. Carlsbad, July 8, 1818.—I hasten with much
respect to inform your Maesty of my arrival here yes-
terday. Carlsbad is very full of strangers, among whom
* are diplomatists from all countries, who are here, some
only to confer with me, some to observe my meeting
with Count Cgpo d'Istria, who is expected here on the
10th.

As | pased through Prague yesterday, the chief
burgomaster came and asked me whether a meeting of
the monarchs would take place at Prague. | asserted
the contrary. He then told me that a few days before,
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he had received an official order to repair the second
storey of Schloss-Hradschin at his own cost. | assured
him there was some extraordinary mistake, and advised
him to wait your Majesty's commands before he in-
curred any expense. | therefore beseech your Majesty
to make your commands known; it is possible that
some reparation was intended, but this did not appear
in the instructions, and evidently some great mistake
must have been made. In any case, | consider it my
duty to inform your Majesty of an error of this kind,
which must cause a great outlay, the object of which |
cannot see.

| consider Prince Schwarzenberg is in much better
health. He is in good spirits, and the cure is so far

quite successful.
METTERNICH.

Received this Report, and | have already given the
necessary orders for the case to beinquired into asto
the repairs to be carried out at the Castle at Prague.*

FRANCIS.
Baden, July 15, 1818,

279. Carlsbad, July 9.—Letters from Copenhagen
announce the sudden death of the widowed Queen of
Sweden. She had been with the King in the evening,
and died at five o'clock in the morning.

The King, who was going to Norway, has put off his
journey till after the funeral of the Queen.

As apolitical event, thisis of no importance.

METTERNICH.

Received this Report.
FRANCIS.
Baden, July 14,1818.

* This note, as well as all those on the following letters, is written by
the Emperar Frands himsdf —En.
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280. Carlsbad, July 14.—May it please your Ma-
jesty to observe enclosed, a very interesting letter from
Lebzeltern, in London. The Enghsh Cabinet is most
favourably disposed, and the opinions of Lebzeltern in
every respect well founded.

Y our Majesty will also find enclosed a private letter
from Marquis de Caraman, which containsinformation of
a so-called Ultra-Royalist conspiracy. | say so-called,
because it does not appear to me to be of that nature.
A few days will suffice to prove the truth of this. |
believe myself that the whole thingis anintrigue of the
Ultras on some party grounds. From Paris| have very
little news of the matter.

May it please your Majesty to notice that the French
Ministry, or, more properly speaking, Count Eichelieu,
hopes, since the late retreat, that my intervention be-
tween the Ministerial party and Monsieur the King's
brother may bring about some approximation. Mon-
sieur himself has come to me with the same endin view.
In a few days | shall be in a position to lay before
your Majesty the steps | have taken in this important
matter. No moment is more proper than the eve of a
meeting of the monarchs to be crowned with a result
of this kind, hitherto certainly unattainable. | intend
to use these last hours, so full of tension, with all my
might to guide both parties to straightforward and
thoroughly confidential ways. It is a great satis-
faction to me that equal confidence is placed in me by
both parties.

According toprivate letters received from Berlin to-
day, the King will arrive with the Emperor Alexander
towards the end of this month. A military encamp-
ment which the city had intended to prepare for the
diversion of the sovereigns has been countermanded,
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and the Emperor Alexander will employ the interval
between his arrival in Prussia and the meeting in visit-
ing his sister. Whether this will include a visit to Stutt-
gart | know not, but | rather doubt it.

In any case no good can come of the Emperor's
moving about in this way before the interview takes
place; but | cannot confirm the truth of theintelligence
| submit to you until the next officia news from Berlin,

which I am hourly expecting.
METTERNICH.

This Report received and enclosures returned.

FRANCIS.
Baden, July 21,1818.

281. Carlshad, July 22—May it pleese your
Majesty to receive a statement of Count Thurn's, by
which your Mgjesty will see that the Emperor Alexander
continues to treat the Prince of Hessewith the greatest
attention.

The Emperor now begins to occupy himself with the
condition of the peasantry in the Busso-Polish provinces.
That there is plenty of good material is undeniable;
but, on the other hand, the Emperor runs some risk of
kindling a conflagration in the interior of his kingdom.
The Russians are in general very well under control;
what would be the result of further progressis very
difficult to determine.

Count Capo d'I stria comes here about the 26th or 27th
of this month, to await his master's arrival from St.
Petersburg, which will not be before the 15th of next
month.

In the meantime | am looked upon by the chief
people here as bearing an accredited mission from your
Majesty, and to me there is no difference between
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Vienna and Carlsbad, except the change of place. |
endeavour to get as much time for distraction as pos-
sible, and can heartily praise the waters here. On the
31st of this month | leave Carlsbad, and asthere will
be three or four days interval between the two courses
of the water-cure, | shall give myself till about August
4. On the 5th | shall begin the waters at Franzens-
brunn. Thedifferencein the condition of Field-Marshal
Prince Schwarzenberg ismost astonishing. Hisinternal
complaint gets better every day; the Carlshad waters
do not, however, act directly on his other complaints,
and he is, therefore, ordered to try some baths, from
which his physician hopes the best possible result. His
weakness has already been so far conquered that he can
walk for some hours.
METTERNICH.
Received this Report, and | hope that the waters and
baths may have the same happy results for you as for
Prince Schwarzenberg. FRANCIS.

282. May it please your Mgjesty. The news that
the Emperor Alexander will arrive on September
27 instead of the 15th, and that the opening of the
Conference must be delayed for fourteen days, will create
avery bad impression in France. Matters are not really
altered, but the delay and uncertainty are trying, and
must be equally unpleasant to the Government and the
nation.

Thisgain or loss of time leads me to consider whether
| could not make good use of those twelve free days by
going from the Rhine to Paris.

The following considerations are in favour of this:

1. | should s for myself clearly what at a distance
is often obscure.
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2. Itwould give me an entirely different position at
the Conference at Aix among the other Cabinet minis-
ters, who have not, like me, been on the spot.

3. If there is any chance of Monsieur's agreement
with the Government, to bring about which | am urged
by both parties, | would not willingly lose any oppor-
tunity of helping forward so desirable an object. The
situation requires great management. | have sent the
Marquis de Caraman from Carlsbad to Paris with a
mission on this subject, and have sent back with him
an individual whom Monsieur sent to me about eight
days ago. In the success of this affair lies a considerable
guarantee for the future, while from the continuance
of this unhappy disunion there is every chance of the
most distressing consequences. The moment before the
interview of the monarchs is urgent, and requires urgent
means to be used to act on both parties.

4. | should, lastly, find a very strong inducement for
thejourney to Paris in the fact of Lord Castlereagh's
journey through that city, which seems possible.

If your Majesty is pleased to entertain these
opinions, | will proceed to Paris, and act according to
circumstances under your Majesty's full authority.
These circumstances being every day liable to change, |
must make the best use | can of them at the time.

| therefore beseech your Majesty to keep this mis-
sion a deep secret. If | am to carry out the affair |
must receive a command, the day when the meeting of
the monarchsis put off, to make use of the delay to as
certain the state of things on the spot. If | do not take
this journey, the public must know nothing of the
matter.

In any case | shall go up the Ehine at the end of
this month, and the Chancellor Prince Hardenberg,
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Count Munster in the name of the English Cabinet, and
several others, intend, either to meet me, or to come to
me at Johannisberg, so that we may talk over the
affairs of the Conference.

Should your Majesty be pleased to entertain my idea
of a sudden journey to Paris, | should in any case not
go before September 7, and return on the 23rd to your
Majesty at Mayence.

| humbly beseech your Majesty to give your gra-
cious commands as soon as possible concerning this

secret commission.
METTEBNICH.

Franzendorunn, August 7,1818.

| allow you to go to Paris, if you find it will be use-
ful, and | shall expect you in any case on September

23, at Mayence.
FRANCIS.

Baden, August 11,1818.

283. May it please your Majesty. The sad event
which has befallen me and my house makes it my duty
to express to your Majesty my deepest gratitude for the
favour your Majesty has continually vouchsafed to my
lamented father during his long career. In his earliest
youth he was attracted to the service of your Majesty
by the example of his ancestors, and still more by his
own feehng. His only wish and all his efforts had but
one end—the honour and advantage of the Imperial
House and of the State. Y our Majesty has lost a ser-
vant, weakened, it is true, by age, but still afaithful
and attached servant. His constant desire was to see
me fulfil the duties which his age and circumstances no
longer permitted him to undertake, and his greatest
consolation was the feehng of the success of my exertions
during the troubles of a most anxious time. When he

VOL. 1. M
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was asked by my family, a few days before his end,
whether he did not wish to s me in Vienna, he said,
"My son is doing hisduty. | cangive him my blessing
as well at adistance, and to-day belongs to him and
his business.'

These words console me for not having seen him,
and having been unable to fulfil the duties of a son.

| now implore your Mgesty's favour for the house
of which | am now the head. For myself, your Magesty
has so long treated me as a father that gratitude alone
is becoming in me. If the subversion of things of late
years has placed my family merely in the relation of
all other vassals and subjects of the Imperial House,
my only wish is that my successors may do from a
feeling of duty what they would in all probability have

done of their own free will.
METTERNICH.

Franzendoad, August 19, 1818.

| feel deegp sympathy for the loss of your father, and
count as surely on your attachment to my person as
that you will influence your family and successors to
follow in your footsteps, and become able and faithful

servants, like yourself.
FRANCIS.
Vienna, August 19,1818,

284. Franzensbrunn, August 18.—May it please
your Maesty. | went yesterday to Carlsbad, to have
some conversation with Count Capo d'lstria, who had
been there for some days.

The result of this conversation was, in my opinion,
important and satisfactory. | canindicate the principal
points in it to your Maesty, who always desres to be
informed of the course of great political affairs.
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These are as follows :—

1. The Emperor of Russia, though hesitating be-
tween many conflicting moral motives, does not abandon
the fundamental principle of the maintenance of peace.
To this heis impelled both by his distance from all that
is influenced by the playing with soldiers, and by his
religious principles ever growing more vigorous.

2. The Emperor and his Cabinet give themselves up
more and more every day to moral and political prose-
lytising. Hence the many intrigues, great and small,
so irritating to us and most other Governments, and
hence the deluge of emissaries and apostles.

In this active movement the intention is, however,
not to be mistaken (it lies, obscurely or plainly, inthe
Emperor's mind)—of trusting to time and the course of
things to favour the extension of Russian influence.
But an influence of this kind does not even grow to be
a power.

3. Count Capo d'Istriais extremely against the form
of the next meeting.

First, he does not wish the monarchs to appear per-
sonally at the same, and he regrets that his master should
be the special and almost only cause of this. Withthis
opinion | quite agreed.

Secondly, he desired either no meeting of the
monarchs and the Cabinets, or that it should be uni-
versal.

His reasons are as follows :—

He believes that so great a measure will only excite
the jealousy of the Powers not admitted, strain the
public mind excessively, and injure both monarchs and
Cabinets by the want of results.

Here | differed entirely from him. My reasons are
the following, and | explained them to theOount so far

M2
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as possible, considering the difference between the plans
and actions of our two Governments.

The five Courts which are assembled at Aix are not
only invited there, but by the treaty of November 20,
1815, they are bound to come. All the European
Courts have by their consent acknowledged and con-
firmed this treaty and all its stipulations.

The fulfilling of a right, and still more of a duty,
cannot excite the jealousy of those who are beyond that
right and duty. No Government fears the question which
Isreferred to Aix being decided by thefive Courts, for
they are summoned for that purpose; but all Govern-
ments fear lest the four or five Courts should venture
to bring forward more than that one business. Therefore,
the four Courts must carry out thisone business only at
Aix, and therefore have we insisted that the four Courts
long before the meeting should solemnly make this en-
gagement. Our care must now be that it is maintained
and fulfilled.

The feeling of the revolutionists only is excited, not
at all that of well-disposed persons. Since this is un-
deniably and certainly the case, the beneficial result of
the interview will be that nothing will be altered in the
existing order of things. This result will be for your
Majesty and the Cabinet—which since 1815 has taken
a decided course—the highest triumph.

But for the Court which pays homage to the so-
called spirit of the times on every occasion, and revives
by its expressions the hopes of innovators and sectaries
of every kind—for this Court the result will be, at so
important an epoch as that of Aix-la-Chapelle, in the
highest degree injurious even in the eyes of theseinno-
vators themselves.

In these short sentences lies the important dif-
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ference between the Austrian and the Russian calcula-
tions. Ours have, up to this time, been triumphant,
and | doubt not that this will be again the case at
Aix. That the Russian Minister does not like the
coming conference in the shape it has already taken
is quite natural. That we, on the contrary, are
agreeable to the said form is no less so. Much here
depended on the first word, and we spoke it at the
right moment, and thereby avoided a number of diffi-
culties in a sense totally different from Count Capo
d'lstria’'s fears.

| have, moreover, already gained so much ground
in the English and Prussian Cabinets that in the con-
ferences | foresee no possible digression from the course
appointed.*

285. Franzensbrunri) August 20. May it please
your Majesty. As | am aware of your Majesty's
gracious feeling for Field-Marshal Prince von Schwarzen-
berg, | consider it a duty respectfully to inform
your Majesty of an opportunity of doing him a great
kindness with very little trouble. His eldest son,
Friedrich, has been for more than a year a cadet in his
father's regiment of uhlans. By strenuous efforts he
has distinguished himself to the satisfaction of his father,
and it is his wish that he should be promoted to be
sub-lieutenant. If your Majesty would deign to do
this as of your Magjesty's own thought, so great a mark

* On the document of which this is a copy is written a note in the
Chancellor's handwriting', but of amuch later date: ' This Report is important
because it shows the grounds of the difference in the views and course of the
two Imperial Cabinets. Count Capo d'Istria was the representative of a
trifling political school; personally he had in his eye only the Hellenic
cause, which was in the year 1818 in preparation. The alliance system be-
tween the great Powers was detested by him for this reason, and for its
opposition to the Liberalism which found a zedous representative in the
minister who was more Greek than Russian.'—ED.
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of favour to the Field-Marshal would excite his degpest
gratitude.

If your Maesty vouchsafe to grant this request
—which | make without his knowledge—I suggest
most respectfully that your Maesty should write to
this effect to the Field-Marshal, and that as soon as
possible, since otherwise he may come forward with a
direct request.

| am the more inclined to take the present step, as
the King of Prussia has, dnce the arrival of Field-
Marshal Blticher at Carlsbad, sent an adjutant to him
amost weekly to enquire after his health, which is
much declining. METTERNICH.

| will immediately act upon your suggestion.

FRANCIS.
Baden, August 25,1818.

286. Franzensbrunn, August 20.—Enclosed in this
your Mgesty will deign to receive aReport from Prince
Kaunitz, which shows how the cause is progressing in
Borne* If the Roman Court follows the course hinted
at, it is hardly possible to foresee what complications
it may bring about in Germany. It is our duty to
make this clear, and to give our support at once to the
reasonable party among the Cardinals.

Your Magjesty has deigned to approve my last
instructions to the ambassador, Prince Kaunitz. | will
immediately write to him urgently in the same sense

* This Report, of July 10, expresss the fear that in Home a party of
Zdanti among the Cardinals were striving againg the conciliatory attitude
of Consalvi, and urging the Popd to vigorous measures againg the Courts of
Bavaria and Baden—the former, because it stultified by new laws the Con-
cordat just concluded; the latter, because it took under its protection the
Vicars-Capitular Wessenberg, at Congance, who was threatened with an
interdict.—En.
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| respectfully beg your Majesty to have the present
Report, with its enclosures, handed to Councillor von
Hudelist. .
METTEBNICH.

Noticed, and the Report given to Von Hudelist.
Our endeavour must be to act in such a way that
the Catholic religion may not be needlesdy injured by
hasty measures or an excess of zeal.

Baden, August 25, 1818,

287. Konigswart, August 26.—Your Majesty will
be pleased to receive, in two enclosures, the instructions
| have issued on the 23rd instant to Freiherr von
Vincent, in the extremely important affair of the recon-
ciliation of Monsieur with his brother the King of
France.

Your Maesty will deign to remember that in the
spring your ambassador was instructed by Monsieur to
express his wish for a possible reconciliation. Baron
Vincent at once informed the Duke of Wellington ol
the circumstance, and of his conversation with the
Prince; he dso informed the Duke of Richelieu of the
matter.

| at once answered Freiherr von Vincent, begging
him to make known to the King's brother the readiness
of your Majesty to co-operate in the good work of
reconciliation, but expressing my persona conviction
that, first of all, Monsieur himself should make all
possible efforts to attain this end.

| took this course—

1. Because, from the deps taken by His Roya
Highness in consequence of my reply, his own stand-
point will be made clear.

2. Because | wished to ascertain whether Monsieur
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had taken the resolution from motives of his own, or
whether he had been impelled to do so by the Ultra-
Royalist party, or one of its numerous subdivisions.

3. Because your Magjesty's intervention in a domestic
matter can only safely be permitted if the intervention
of a third person is desired by both the parties at
variance.

My expectations in this respect were fulfilled :
several attempts at reconciliation were begun, partly
by Monsieur, partly by the ministers. They were all
without any result.

Nearly atthe same time, inthe course of June, steps
were taken on the part of the Ultras and the Duke of
Richelieu, to invite me to take part in the business. |
informed the Duke that | should certainly be empowered
to act in this matter by your Majesty, but that the
moment did not seem to have arrived when the inter-
vention would be really successful, and then | must
have to do, not with one or other of the Ultra-Royalist
parties, but with Monsieur himself.

| had this information aso conveyed to Monsieur.

Upon this, Monsieur actually sent to me at Carlsbad
a confidential person, who had no direct contact with
the party, and negotiated as the immediate organ of the
Prince himself. This individual was sent back to Paris
to inform Monsieur—

1. That the matter was now placed on a proper
footing.

2. That Preiherr von Vincent would be commis-
sioned to act personally as mediator.

| informed the Duke of Richelieu of the state of
things through the Marquis of Caraman, whom | sent
to Paris, showing him also that, in order to gain time,
| would push on the negotiation as near as possible to
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the interview at Aix-la-Chapelle, feeling convinced that
success could only be secured by the greatest despatch.
Monsieur is weak ; he must himself make the ap-
proaches to reconciliation, and if timeis given for him
to confer with the party all will be lost.

The Duke of Richelieu agreed with my views.

When all these things were discussed | sent the
above-mentioned instructions to Freiherr von Vincent,
the purport of which will itself explain to your Ma-
jesty the standpoint in the business which | must think
to be the best.

Despatch No. 1 is to be shown to both parties.

Despatch No. 2 contains the instructions for Vincent
alone.

Not till we reach the Rhine shall | be able to tell
your Majesty the result of the steps your Majesty's
ambassadors have taken.

| received yesterday, just as | was starting for
Franzensbrunn, a letter from the Duke of Richelieu, in
which he urgently entreated me to come to Paris, to
conduct the business in person. | shall not come to a
decision till I know the result of the first steps. These,
at any rate, must be taken by some other person: if |
find they go well I will take the journey; if not, I will
make my excursion to Paris depend on the circumstance
of Lord Castlereagh's presence in Paris. If he does not
choose that road, and there is no certain prospect of

the success of the mediation, | shall not take the
journey.

| flatter myself that your Majesty will vouchsafe to
approve of the conduct of the business so far. 1 con-

sider it the most important affair of the moment, but |
am far from being confident of success. The parties
stand so aloof from each other that very great impar-
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tiality will be necessary on both sdes in order to bring
about an approximation. Although the success of the
affair does not depend on the mediator aone, it is none
the less honourable for your Majesty and your Maesty's
Cabinet to be chosen by both ddes to carry out so
excellent an object, and nothing, perhaps, shows sowell
the position of your Mgesty in the political affairs of
Europe as this very thing. METTERNICH.

Acted upon, and the enclosures returned. Only one
thought strikes me—namely, whether Monsieur, if he is
weak and thoughtless, may not perhaps bring about
some mischance or mistake from his knowledge of our
views with regard to Russia and the conduct of the Em-

peror Alexander.

FRANCIS.
Baden, August 30,1818.

288. Konigswart, August 26.—Your Majesty will
please to receive in the enclosed Report from Herr von
Handel, information as to the reception your Majesty
may expect on the Rhine.

| know the feeling of the people in those districts,
and have advised your Maesty's journey up that river
because | was convinced that it would have the charac-
ter of a triumphal procession.

Besides, the party of the disaffected will receive a
serious blow from the demonstrations made by the
Ehinelanders. The open and spontaneous expression
of a hundred thousand people is better and more con-
vincing than all the declamations of Jena Professors and
students.

The great difference will adso be seen between the
journey of your Maesty and those of the Emperor



DOWAGER EMPRESS OF RUSSIA. 171

Alexander and the King of Prussia, and this will cer-
tainly be for the advantage of Germany.

METTEENICH.
Noticed with pleasure.

FRANCIS.
Baden, August 30, 1818.

289. Frankfurt, August 30.—May it please your
Majesty. At the moment of my arrival here | received
the enclosed letter from the Prince of Hesse, which a
courier brought me from Berlin.

| think it would bewell for your Majesty to send the
necessary orders to Prague, in order to show every possi-
ble attention to the Dowager Empress.* Everything had
been arranged for her reception at Schloss-Hradschin ;
the cooks she will of course bringwith her. That your
Majesty should send part of the household depends en-
tirely upon your Majesty's wishes. Four gentlemen in
attendance seem to me necessary, and an individual who
can act as Master of the Household. For this purpose
one of the Princes of Prague—perhaps Prince Lob-
kowitz—would besuitable.

Your Majesty will find in your impending journey a
reason for not visiting the Empress in person. In any
case | have the honour to enclose the draft of a letter
which, when your Majesty has received the news of her
arrival, can be sent to Prague.

The inferences which might be drawn from the
Prince of Hesse's letter are entirely contradicted by
what Count Capo d'Istria told me, that the Emperor
Alexander had unfortunately not given up the plan of
travelling—at least in Upper Italy—till the end of the
meeting at Aix.

Which of them is here mistaken, Count Capo d'Istria

* Empress of Russia—ED.
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or the Prince of Hesse, seems to me only too certain.
| have, however, in any case written to the former
fixing the arrangements in Carlsbad, so that his answer
to me may reach your Majesty with the desired in-
formation without delay.

What the Emperor Alexander intends to do in
Switzerland in November, and why he chooses to make
the passage of the Simplon at this time, is, indeed, by no
reasoning to be discovered.

The Emperor's resolution will, however, no doubt
decide your Majesty to go to Milan, but no preparations
can be made until the truthis knownwith regard to the
travelling plans of the Emperor Alexander.

METTERNICH.

290. Frankfurt, August 31.—Your Majesty has re-
quested me through the Lord High Chamberlain to
propose certain gentlemen to attend your Magjesty to
Aix, besides the two in permanent attendance.

In my opinion, these should be chosen from reliable
young men of good address, who may be of service for
any mission that is required.

| propose therefore :—

1. Count Ladislaus Wrbna.

2. Count Bellegarde.

3. Count Felix Woyna.

Count Wrbna wishes very much that his nephew,
Major Pozzo, might be chosen for this honour; | find
nothing to object to in his person, but, in the present
case, very much against his name. Since he is alord-
in-waiting (which he ought not to be, for the Pozzo
family was never one of the Corsican nobility), he would
be suitable, like any other lord-in-waiting, for attendance
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on your Majesty; butjust atthis meeting at Aix, akind
of attention might be anticipated whichwould be in no
way beneficial.

If your Magesty wishes for four instead of three
lords-in-waiting, Count Schonfeld or any other good-
looking young man might be chosen.

| much regret that not one Italian seans to be at the
disposal of your Majesty.

METTERNICH.

Noticed ; and, as Count Felix Woyna is with his regi-
ment in Hungary, | have chosen Counts Wrbna, Belle-
garde, and Schonfeld to accompany me to Aix-la-

Chapdlle.
Baden, September 9,1818.

291. Frankfurt, September 4.—May it please your
Majesty. My residence in this place, which was not at all
intentional, but arose from a slight attack of rheumatic
fever (the consequence of exposure to some extremely
bad weather during my journey from Bohemia), has,
however, had the most happy results. Since my ap-
pearance in Frankfurt a thorough moral revolution has
taken place; the different parties had, as was ex-
pected, made some attempts at reconciliation, and what
has never happened before has been accomplished
under my immediate direction.

| can now answer for it that the Report of the Bun-
destag on the military organisation of the Bund will be
returned by the assembly in the course of this month.
This Report is the very work itself, for it is the result of
the unanimous deliberation of the first and most in-
fluential Courts with the co-operation of the military
representatives of the whole of the German Govern-

FEANCIS.



174 METTERNICH TO EMPEROR FRANCIS.

ments. As soon as the Report is returned the assembly
will adjourn for two months and take holidays. This
time coincides with that of the conferences at Aix. In
this way, all political difficulty is obviated, and by the
conclusion of the business all Russian interference will
be prevented.

During the journey your Majesty will see some of
the German Princes. At the right moment | will send
your Majesty a short sketch of the sentiments which it
is much to be wished should emanate from your Ma-
jesty. Every word spoken by your Majesty at this time
will produce the greatest effect. One must be in the
midst of Germany to understand on what a moral height
your Majesty's Court now stands. In this respect so
much ground is gained that it can only be lessened by
its own fault.

| shall be at Johannisberg by the 7th inst., and on
the 13th | shall go to Chancellor Hardenberg, with whom
| shall go Coblentz on the 14th and 15th. On the
16th | shall return to the Eheingau, where Count
Mtinster and several other diplomatists will be waiting
for me. On the 22nd | shall pay my respects to your

Majesty at Mayence.
METTERNICH.

Noticed ; and | shall expect the sketch of what you

wish me to say in Germany,
FRANCIS.
Baden, September 9,1818.

292. Please your Majesty. From the news which
arrived yesterday by the Princess of Hesse-Homburg, of
the health of her mother, the Queen of England, it seems
that she is already given up by the physicians  They
do not think that she can live more than a week longer.
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The death of the Queen will hasten the meeting of
Parliament within six weeks' time, in order that new
measures may be taken for the care of the King. Lord
Castlereagh, who had foreseen this, has already pre-
pared the necessary measures, so as not to interrupt his
stay in Aix.

METTERNICH.

Noticed.

FRANCIS.
Persenbeug, September 17, 1818.

293. <hloss-Johannisberg, September 18.—May it
please your Majesty. There is a mistake in the ar-
rangements made out for your Majesty's journey which
| can alter from this place without any delay. They
have stationed your Majesty's horses at Darmstadt: in
the list the station of Langfeld is mentioned, which has
long ago ceased to exist. The station is now removed
to Dieburg ; the road from Darmstadt to Mayence by
Groszherau is disused and, in every sense of the word,
impracticable, because bridges and roads have been
built in a quite different direction. At Kostheim, your
Majesty and the whole suite must from this old road
cross the ferry over the Main, which would take more
than half aday. There is certainly some error here,
which has probably arisen from the use of an old post-
book by the person who prepared the list.

The Elector of Hesse, too, is already in Hanau, or
rather at Wilhelmsbad, close by, in consequence of the
hope which was held out to him that your Majesty
would alight there. At Frankfurt, your Majesty is ex-
pected by the whole population with indescribablejoy.
According to the list made out, your Majesty would
avoid Hanau and Frankfurt and stop at Darmstadt,
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whose Court has taken such a miserable course in
German affairs, and in no way deserves this distinction.

| have told Herr von Handel how the road now
runs de facto, and that he must follow it, and station
the horses on it, de facto.

Since your Majesty thinks the first day from Mayence
too short, | will make preparations for your Maesty to
stay the night at St. Goar. This is a good day'sjourney
on the Rhine—that is, if your Mgesty does not desire to
travel after dark, which presents more difficulty, ege
cially on the river. Your Magesty's retinue will travel
by land aong the banks of the Rhine, where there is a
new high road. If the weather should be bad, your
Maesty may choose this mode of travelling instead
of going on the river.

As your Majesty will sse by the enclosure, the Em-
peror Alexander will not come to Aix till the 28th.
The King of Prussia hopes that your Maesty will not
arrive till that day, in order to give him the advantage
of himself receiving your Mgesty. It will thus be pos-
sible for your Mgesty to pass a day at Coblentz, where
the new fortifications are well worthy of your Mgesty's
attention; | should the more wish that your Maesty
should inspect these works with Duka (Ordnance-
Master) as they are made on a new principle which
with the greatest security unites a saving of expense of
certainly two-thirds.

The works are very far advanced and conducted by
Saxon engineers, who are distinguished by real talent.
It is dmost incredible that what is aready finished has
cost no more than 800,000 thalers. By the end of this
year Coblentz will afford room for 60,000 men.

| send to meet your Majesty at Essdlbach Herr von
Handel, to receive your Maesty's orders for the journey
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from that place to Aix, and carry out all the arrange-
ments, allowing for the proposed delay of one day.

METTERMCH.

Received and noticed. The enclosed Reports are

herewith returned.

FRANCIS.
Aix-la-Chapelle, September 29,1818.

294 . Johannisberg, Sept. 19.—In passing through
Hanau, your Majesty will see the Elector. Annexed to
thisyour Majesty will find aReport of General Wacquant
concerning the Elector's very great wish to attain the
Koyal dignity.

My feeling is entirely against the thing. In relation
to the Bund, nothing now ought to be altered, even in
name; the dignity of the Crown certainly requiresthat the
domain of a king should consist of more than one circle.

The Elector seems conscious of this, and suggests
the most futile expedient of a collective Royal dignity,
which must deprive that dignity of all value.

| propose, therefore, with all respect, that your Ma-
jesty should declare with regard to this matter that it
Is of a nature which your Majesty cannot alone decide.

If the Elector should ask your Majesty's advice,
whether he should make any advances towards the
other monarchs (he has already approached Prussia on
the subject), your Majesty should advise him not to do
so, and promise to talk over the matter confidentially
at Aix.

With respect to the German Bund, your Majesty
might say to the Elector—

® That your Majesty observes with sorrow the course
that the Elector has lately taken at variance with his
distinct promise to your Magjesty's Cabinet.

VOL. 1. N
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" That your Majesty would make the proposal of a
division of the combined contingents into three corps,
which, however, would by no means allow Hesse to be
with Wurtemberg. Each one of the confederation must
keep to his own geographical position. The crossing
of the regular line of halting-places must be avoided.
The corps would have to be as equal in strength to
one another as possible. Too strong corps would form
armies, and too weak corps, divisions, which give a
great opening to the passion for incorporation.

*How the three corps should be composed will have
to be immediately arranged by your Majesty's minis-
ter ; but that Hesse can never be with Wurtemberg
results from the geographical position of the two States.
That it could not be agreeable to the Elector to aban-
don his own country, and withdraw from it to an arti-
ficial line—aline on which the whole Bavarian army
would be drawn up between Hesse and the corps to
which Hesse's army wished to be attached: aline, too,
which must be crossed by way of Saxony.'

If your Majesty should wish for more details on this
question, Herr von Handel, whom | send to Esselbach
to receive your Majesty's orders, is quite able to give
your Majesty every information.

| have, besides, conferred with the ambassadors
assembled here, in order to bring themilitary question
to a conclusion in the first place herein Frankfurt—
before Aix-la-Chapelle. | flatter myself that in this
respect the last three weeks which | have spent here
have effected morethan anything which has been done,
and have certainly led tothe happy result of withdraw-
ing every complication from Aix-la-Chapelle.

| shall have the honour to expect your Majesty in
Mayence on the 22nd.



MIUTABY NEGOTIATION AT FRANKFURT. 179

If your Majesty should give a regiment to the Elec-
tor, this could only be done in consequence of good
conduct on his part as to the affairs of the Diet. |
cannot express any desire for such a favour to the Elec-
toral Prince. Neither his personal attitude nor the
value of his services entitle him to receive it.

METTERNICH.

The Elector has spoken to me of his desire for the
Royal dignity in a way that showed how much he is
bent on attaining it. | gathered from what he said
about the German contingents that he had given up his
idea of joining his troops in one corps with those of
Wurtemberg. No mention was made of the subject
of the regiment. | return the documents that were
enclosed, and take notice of the other contents of
your Report.

FRANCIS.
Aix-la-Ohapelle September 27,1818.

295. Aix-la-Chapelle, October 7.—Annexed | have
the honour to lay before your Majesty a preliminary
survey of the military negotiation at Frankfurt.

A slight glance will convince your Majesty that the
work touches on all the chief questions of a vigorous
military organisation. Your Majesty will deign to ob-
serve that it is worked out in detail with the same
cogency as the Report to the Bund, which | expect in
two or three days.

This affair is certainly one of the most important
of the present time, and, if | do not regret the great
and continuous labour it has cost me for more than a
year, it is only from the feeling of having rendered a
true service to your Majesty and afforded substantial
support to society in Europe. Themost difficult matter

N 2
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was the bringing to an agreement at the right moment
so many opinions or feelings, often separated by the
most paltry and unworthy considerations. Nothing,
too, could be more judicious than to show that, at the
very moment of the evacuation of France, Germany
Is able to bear arms, and to render impossible any
interference from Aix-la-Chapelle with purely Federal
affairs.

In this respect | consider my last stay in Frankfurt
as a moment favoured by fortune beyond all calcu-
lation.

The Bund will adjourn from the 12th instant till
January.

METTERNICH.

Received and noticed. You will lay before me as
soon as possible the details of the military organisation
of the German Confederation, for what you enclose is
only a summary of the subjects which this organisation
concerns.

FEANCIS.
Ak-larChapelle, October 8,1818.

296. Aix-la-Chapelle, October 25.—Y our Magjesty.
The painter Lawrence has received the necessary ma-
terials which he was expecting, and will wait upon
your Majesty to begin the sittings. He has made his
arrangements in the Town Hall .*

METTEKJSTICH.

Received and noticed.

FEANCIS.
Aix-la-Chapelle, October 26,1818.

* The portrait of the Emperor Francis taken by Lawrence is in the
Waterloo Chamber at Windsor.—ED,
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297. Aix-la-Chapelle, October 28.—Your Maesty.
| hasten to lay before your Maesty a Report that has
just arrived here from Kio Janeiro, as it contains the
news of what we may hope is the happy prospect of
the pregnancy of the Archduchess Leopoldine.

METTEKNTCH.

Received and noticed. The Report enclosed is re-

turned herewith.
FRANCIS.
Aix-la-Chapelle, October 29, 1818.

298. Aix-la-Chapelle, November 17.—Y our Majesty.
In the Conference to-day the Duke of Bichelieu made a
proposal as to the affars of Spain with regard to her
colonies, which will be followed by so important a dis-
cusson that | was obliged to submit to the unanimous
wish of my colleagues that | should as3g at the debate.
In any case | must be back here next Saturday, the day
when the Duke of Wellington will take part in the
Conference.

| have therefore determined to leave for the Con-
ference at Brussels on Saturday, the 21t instant, instead
of to-morrow, the 18th. Most of the ambassadors will
then leave Aix-la-Chapelle dso on the 22nd.

This delay will not affect my whole journey, but |
have thought it proper to inform your Majesty of it.

The King of Prussais still so suffering that he pro-
bably will not be able to go to Brussels at all.

METTERNICH.

Recelved and noticed.
FRANCIS.
Aix-la-Chapelle, November 17,1818.
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THE CONGRESS OF AIX-LA-CHAPELLE.

Autograph (pencil) memoranda by M etternich on loose sheets.

299. The Act of Guarantee.

800. The Coaalition and Quadruple Alliance.

801. A glance at the state of things, November 1, 1818.
302. Right Principles.

Ad of Guarantee.
A.

299. The Emperor Alexander proposes a recipro-
cal Act of Guarantee concerning the present possessons
of each of the contracting parties.

It appears that the Emperor Alexander even ams
at establishing the casus foederis on a common basis,
against any extension whatever, by any of the parties,
of his present possessons. He explicitly confines the
act and the guarantee to possessons in Europe.

B.

Not only is there no difficulty about the Courts of
Austria and Prussia taking part in such an act, but
they will find it a great security. It is not so with the
British Government, who will find it impossible to take
a direct and obligatory part in so extensive an act of
guarantee.

C.

Ought the Continental Courts to reject the proposi-
tion of the Emperor Alexander because England cannot
be one of the contracting parties ?
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Ought they to conclude the treaty with the
exclusion of England ?

These are the most important questions of the
moment.

Is there any form which would offer all the advan-
tages resulting from such a treaty >—namely

1. Thefeeling of security which would follow such
a transaction ;

2. The moral impossibility for the Emperor Alex-
ander to attempt any extension of his frontiers ;

3. The strength which the civil party in the
Prussian Government would acquire over the military
party, who aim only at disturbing the possessons of
their neighbours ;

4. The effect which such an act would produce
on the minds of people and parties, especialy the latter,
who would no longer sse any chance of success for their
criminal hopes, except in political movement.

Considering the principle of harmony and moral
solidarity which ought to exist between all the Powers,
and especially between those of the Continent and Eng-
land, what could be the form which, without making
the material question of the guarantee bear upon
England, would shew the moral concurrence of that
Power ?

The Coalition and the Quadruple Alliance.

300. The Coalition was a general aliance. The
Quadruple Alliance is not that, and never has been.

It is formed on a peculiar element in the Coalition.

It is to last twenty years, for its moral aim is ap-
plicable to all times and all circumstances, while the
Coalition had, and could have but one aim, and con-
sequently must have a definite termination.
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The Coalition dates from the alliance of the two
Powers which were first united against France ; it was
strengthened at Kalisch, at Teplitz, at Frankfurt, at
Bade. It was completed in 1814 by the passage of the
Ehine; it came to an end at the signature of the Peace
of Paris.

After the opening of the Congress of Vienna no
trace was left of the Coalition. Francewas at the Con-
gress placed on the same level as the other Powers.

The Quadruple Alliance, however, remains strong
and intact in its moral and general dispositions. This
it was which on March 15 served as a nucleus for the
new Coalition, which came to an end, like the first, by
the signature of the Treaty of Paris on November 20.

The Quadruple Alliance, therefore, is not to be, and
cannot be, confounded with the general alliance, which
was nothing more than the Coalition.

The Coalition was, and could only be, an element
of war.

The Quadruple Alliance is, and has aways been, a
principle of peace.

Now, it would be amost as impossible to merge the
Quadruple Alliance ina general alliance as it would be
to merge the elements of peace and war together.

And to thisprinciple of peace, which forms the first
and essentiad basis of the Quadruple Alliance, France
chiefly owes it that she was not subdivided in 1815, and
that the ill-feelings which the reception of Bonapartein
France necessarily provoked among the Courts and the
peoples of Europe were mitigated and controlled-
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Abridged Summary of the Stuation on November 1,1818.

|. PRINCIPLES.
1.

301. One aliance exists, the Quadruple Alliance.

The casus foederis of this aliance is specialy suit-
able to its form.

The safety of the four contracting Courts requires
that it beexplicitly maintained.

The interest of France requires it also.

Consequently, prudence indicates one law for the
five Courts :—

1st. The maintenance of the Quadruple Alliance.

2nd. In this maintenance, any appearance of menace
to France—tranquil, governed by her legitimate King
and under constitutional forms—must be avoided.

The means of attaining this double end should be
sought in the choice of forms and expressions in the
political transactions to be settled during the meeting at
Aix-la-Chapelle.

2.

France, however, does not find herself placed in a
situation analogous to that of the other Powers.

She is just issuing from the revolutionary move-
ment ; she is a prey to many parties; her territory
has been st free; the Quadruple Alliance exists, and
this fact alone makes possible coercive action against
France, if the latter should be again thrown into are-
volutionary crisis. France should not be, either in her
own interest or in that of the four Courts and of
Europe, abandoned thus to herself. It is therefore ne-
cessary to unite her to these Courts by a political
combination.



180 CONGRESS OP AIX-LA-CHAPELLE.

This end cannot be attained by means of atreaty of
aliance—

1st. Because it is not in the interest of a system of
peace to create new alliances ;

2nd. Because a treaty of aliance demands a casus
foederis.

Thereisno possibility of establishing a casus foederis
between the five Courts, and the endeavour to establish
one on the maintenance of peace among States not ad-
mitted to the alliance would be absurd.

The means of attaining the end desired by the four
Courts, and which ought to be desired by the King of
France, may be found—

1st. In the terms of ArticleV 1. of the Treaty of
Alliance of November 20, 1815 ;

2nd. In the form of a diplomatic agreement (other
than atreaty) between the five Courts, having for its
one definite end the maintenance of the general peace.

3.

The diplomatic agreement bearing only on the five
Courts, it would be necessary to deprive it of any ten-
dency to disturb the other Courts of Europe. The
means will be found—

1st. By its being drawn up in an exceedingly clear
and precise manner suited to establish the agreement
between the five Courts on the principle of the pre-
servation of peace and the maintenance of the best rela-
tions among themselves,

2nd. In a definite engagement between the five
Courts not to attempt to extend the action of their
agreements to interests peculiar to other Courts;

3rd. In the enunciation of these facts to the Courts
which have acceded to the transactions of the last few
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years, and in the positive assurance of the determination
of the five Courts—

(@) That they do not wish to arrogate to themselves
the right of discussing or deciding a question which is
beyond their direct interests;

(b) That they are decided, and engage themselves,
never to touch upon a question connected with the in-
terest of a third party without the direct intervention
of that third party.

Il .FORMS.

1.

The sanction of the Quadruple Alliance must take
place between the four Courts.

Confidential communication of the act which contains
this sanction should be made to the King of France.

2.

The establishment of the diplomatic agreement be-
tween the five Courts.

3.

The communication to Europe of the fact of this
concert.

Ad 1st. The sanction of the Quadruple Alliance
should be recorded in a secret protocol.

Ad 2nd. The concert to be established between the
five Courts demands—

Aninvitation to France;

A protocol which will regulate the agreement
between the five Courts.

Ad 3rd. A communication to the other Courts
should take place, either under the form of a declara-
tion of the five Courts, or that of a uniform and circular
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despatch of the five Cabinets to their accredited mi-
nisters at the Courts of Europe.

Right Principles.

302, The treaty of Chaumont forms the bass of
the Quadruple Alliance.

This treaty contains some permanent stipulations,
and others which are temporary.

The treaties between the four alies, subsequent to
that of Chaumont, contain the same differences.

It is now necessary to maintain: 1st, the permanent
clauses of the Quadruple Alliance; 2nd, the casusfoederis
against France ; 3rd, to fix the meetings on the
principle—

(a) Of periodical meetings, with six months' notice
if there is no necessity to hold one ;

(b) Of extraordinary meetings, to be called for on
special occasions.
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THE RESULTS OF THE CONGRESS AT AIX-LA-
OHAPELLE.

MEMOIR, BY FRIEDRICH GENTZ, AIX-LA-CHAPELLE,
NOVEMBER 1818.*

303. Itisnneither by the number of its decisions,
nor by their direct importance, that the Congress of
Aix-la-Chapelle stands forth in the political transac-
tions of our time. It had in reality only one question
to decidef and it honourably acquitted itself. The
moderation, the kindliness, the delicacy with which
everything was treated in these conferences that related
to the evacuation of French territory, and to a number
of points connected with it, might serve as a model to

* Thismemair was sent hy Gentz to Metter nich with the following lines—
" | have drawn up, for my new correspondent (Prince Souzo), a ketch of the
mog important negotiations at Aix, as an introduction to my future com-
munications. Of this the accompanying Obsemations ginirales form the con-
cluson. It is very posible that your Excelency may find their point of
view somewhat too elevated; | fed it mysdf, to a certain degree; but it is
difficult to tone onedf down in handling so great a subject. In any cae
| believe, your Excellency will find these remarks not quite unworthy of
your appraobation, and if I am not deceived in this hope | shall be sufficiently
rewarded.” Thesee conduding remarks have been published (Prokesch,
DSpechesinSdites, 1876, vol. i. p. 896).—ED.

t An articlein the Treaty of Paris, of November 20,1816, contained the
declaration that after the gpace of three years the Allied Powers, in concert
with the King of France, were to decide whether the condition of France
was such that the foreign troops could be withdrawn, or whether the occu-
pation must continue for five years. It was to decide this question that the
Congress of Aix-la-Chapelle was summoned. Besde the three allied
monar chs, there were there assembled the Austrian diplomatists, M etter nich,
Vincent, and Gentz; the Russans Capo dlstria, Nessdrode, Lieven; the
Prussans, Hardenberg, Humboldt, Berngorff; the English, Wellington,
Cadlereagh, Canning; the French, Richelieu, Rayneval, and M ounier.—ED.
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future negotiations, and if France herself has not done
sufficient justice to these proceedings, they will not the
less be a matter of history.

Considerations of the greatest weight prevented the
sovereigns and ministers there met together from
approaching, without urgent necessity, other subjects
of discussion—especially from approaching them in
regular and official forms. But all those which were
the subject of their confidential deliberations were
treated in a spirit of peace, justice, and wisdom, and
not aresol ution wastaken, not a protocol signed, which
did not tend to consolidate public order, or to devise
remediesfor complications which might endanger it.

Nevertheless, it is not by its positive and material
results aone that we must judge of the Congress of
Aix-la-Chapelle; we must look at it in its general
effect, in the whole of the political and federal relations
which it has established or materially strengthened, and
in the influence which the mind which directed it may
exercise on the present and future destinies of Europe.
From thiselevated point of view the Congress of Aix-la-
Chapelle is an event of the highest importance, of which
the superficial observer takes in perhaps only a few
separate features, and which a statesman alone—Ilooking
into the hidden causes and meanings of things—can
appreciate.

Not being ableto include here all that belongs to so
vast a subject, | shall confine myself to some observa-
tions on the political and moral tendency of the con-
ferences of Aix-la-Chapelle, under three heads, which
seem to me to deserve particular attention.
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|. Concerning the General Political System.

The whole of the European Powers have since 1813
been united, not by an alliance properly so called, but
by a system of cohesion founded on generally recognised
principles, and on treaties in which every State, great
or small, has found its proper place. One might deny
that this state of things is what, according to the
old political ideas, characterised a federative or well-
balanced system. But it is not the less certain that,
in the present circumstances of Europe—circumstances
which sne will not quickly get rid of—this system is
the one most suited to her needs, and that the destruc-
tion of that system would be a dreadful calamity ; for,
as not one of the States comprehended in it could
remain isolated, all cf them would enter into new
political combinations, and adopt new measures for
their safety ; consequently new alliances, changes,
juxtapositions, intrigues, indescribable complications,
by a thousand different chances, all equally fatal, would
bring us to a general war—that is to say (for the two
terms are almost synonymous), to the entire overthrow
of all social order in Europe.

We must remember that during the year 1817,
and up to the summer of 1818, some of these terrible
dangers occupied, not only the idle conjectures of the
public, but the thoughts of statesmen, filling them
with great uneasiness and the most sinister presenti-
ments. At that time a change of policy in Russia was
particularly dreaded : different symptoms, perhaps
misunderstood at the time, had given rise to the
suspicion that the Emperor Alexander aimed at a close
alliance with the House of Bourbon in France, Spain,
and Italy. Such a combination would have put all the
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intermediary States in the most critical position. It
would have certainly provoked a counter combination
between Austria, Prussia, and England. The Powers
of the second and third rank would have been divided
between the two standards. Germany, the central
point of Europe, now united, would have run the risk
of again being torninpieces, in more senses inone. The
jealousies, fears, disputes, provocations—inseparable
from such a state of things—would have soon placed
these two opposite political bodies in a thoroughly
hostile attitude, and the first serious contest would have
caused an explosion.

It is true that these suspicions and disquietudes had
in a great measure disappeared some months before the
meeting at Aix-la-Chapelle ; but that meeting has
brought about two inestimable advantages. First,
that of having entirely cleared the ground, removed all
doubts, and fully re-established the confidence of each
of the Cabinets in the proceedings and principles of the
other, and in the stability of the general harmony.
Secondly, that of having by confidential interviews,
earnest discussions, and the contact of intelligent minds,
imbued the sovereigns and their ministers with the
necessity of maintaining intact a system which, what-
ever its theoretical merits or defects, is at present the
only one practicable, the only one which con