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Yt @grA s sl QRnEE dma qelE g8 9
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AGF RS AT Al A @@ A W HARK
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“Thus confirmed, the hterary sources prove to be ot
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A BRIEF SURVEY.
The publication hy Mr S V. Divekar of Kalyan

of the two Sanskrit works -— Parnalaparwata-
grahanakhyana® of Jayaram and Shiva~Bharata?
(itncomplete) of Parmananda — has already evoked a
considerable 1nterest of the scholars of the Marhattha
History i the rich treasure at the Tanjore Maharaja
Setfoj’s Saraswatt Mahal ILabrary, and 1t 1s now
hoped that the present publication of “RAJARAM-
CHARITAM?” of Keshavpandit from the same source
will go a step further The narration of the first expe-
dition of Ramachandrapant, undertaken immediately
after lus bemng vested with the sole power over the
affairs 1n the Maharashtra, 1s perhans an addition
of an altogether so far unknown chapter of history
of that period, as also the account of the well known
Journey of Rajaram with the Marhattha Mimstry
to Jinyi, which 1s an episode generally considered as
one of the most importint events in the Marhattha
struggle for the establishment of Swarajya, will
remove many misconceptions passed on to us by the
later chroniclers and historians because of their
having much misunderstood the Marhattha move-
ments 1 the absence of definite 1nformation as
regards dates and places

1 quigifaugmeaaa  of qgyq cdited by Mr 8V Divekar,

- Purisknt Granthamala, No 2, Bharat Itihas Sunshodhik Mandal,
Poon, 1923

2 ®rasug of q;ql;f{ edited by Mr S V Divehar, - Purasknt
Giranthamala, No 3, Bhatat Itihas Samshodhak Mandal, Poona, 1927
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KESHAVPANDIT -~ Keshavpandit was a
Karhada Brahmi, born in the Purohit family of
Sangameshwar Taluka 1n the Ratnagiri District.
Hs father’s name was Damodar, He held the office of
Danadhyaksha under Shivay, Sambhaj and Rajaram,
and flourished in the reign of Sambhaji, receiving a
gift of a large tract of land worth an assessment of
about 1600 lans (Rs 800) in the then Rajapur taluka
under Sangameshwar for his reading out the greut
Ramayara to Sambhaji Rajah  His ‘Dandanecti??,
which seems to have been mncluded later in 1682-83
in Chhatrapati Sambhaji’s “Budhabhushana’®, 1s
mentioned as a part of his great work “Dharma-
kalpalatans, He was at Panhala 1n the Navaratra
celebrations between 4th and 14th September 1689,
and, 1n accordance with the information left by his
son in his petition to Chhatrapat: Shahu, he had
accompanied Rajaram to Jinji. The narration of
even the details of the religious ceremonies performed
by Rajaram on the banks of the rivers Krishna and
Tungabhadra indirectly corroborates his son’s state=
ment. The date of the composition of the work, as
given by him, corresponds to 4th January 1690.
There 1s a mention of another gift of two v.llages by
Rajaram, but 1t cannot be ascertained definitely who
the grantee was, whether Keshavpandit himself or

3 geatiAaggopy - Still unpublished Itis  being edited by the
author of this book
4 gquyqory of Shri Chhatrapatt Sambhap Rajah, edited by Prof

H D Welankar and published by the Bhandarkar Oriental Research
Institute, Poona, 1926

5 gHFsI@ar not yet traceable,
2
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his son Ramachandra. It is more probable that the
gift was made to his son by way of subsistence to his
family after his death Such gifts were not uncommon
m that period. The fact that Keshav 1s silent over
the movements of the followers of Rajaram since they
parted from him on the Tungabhadra indicates that
Keshav had not only completed his work but must
have died before they could joun Ryaram at Jinji
The use of the words ‘“‘eggamifggaman” i verse 10 of
Sarga I can be wmterpretated to suggest a cousiderable
fall 1 the health of Keshavpandit at the time of the
composition of this wortk  Perhaps, the present work
may be his last, and his death occurred in  January
1690 ¢

MANUSCRIPT —The Sanskrit manuscript of Raja-
ram-Charitam was wrongly classitied by Dr Burnell? as
“Ramabhishekah” under Rainayana. The new deserip-
tive Catalogues, however, gives the correct 1dentifica-
tion The manusciipt 1s reported to be m good con-
dition 1n the Saraswati Mahal Iabrary and was yeb
unpublished It contams 33 pages with six to seven
Iines on each page The size of the manuscript 1s 9%,
inches X 4} inches, It1s written in the Devanagar
character, and has been divided 1to five Sargas or

6 Tlus paragiaph 1s based on the infoimition available in Srg 1 -4 to
11, Srg 1I1-20, Sig IV-13, etc , Dandaneet: — colophon at the end,
Lekhanky no 44 —Prikunv4 of “Sanads and Letters” by Messrs.
P V Mawjer and D B Parasnis - pp 157-59, and Rajawade
Khandy VIII, Lekhwka no. 40, pp 306-8.

7 Itemno 76, p 16l wof Di. A C Buadl's Catiogue of Sanskrit
Manuscripts m the Tanjore Maharajplis Libiuy—1830

8 No 4229, pp 3263-5, Vol VII} - Descuptive Catalogue of Sansknt
Manusciipts 1a the Tanjore Maharajih Scifop’s Saraswaty Mahal
Labrary, 1130

3
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parts with about 276 verses® The manuseript at
Tanjore 1s apparently a copy made by a Karnatak
scribe.  The use of ‘g’ for “&” m about 73 places
and ‘&’ for “a 1n the word Karnatak 1 one o1 twe
mstances and the three notices of the different read-
ings 1o the margm confirm tluis view  The copy 1s,
however, a very faithful production, and no mistake
of grammar or 1diom, except two or three minor ones,
have crippled theremn  The omussion of Avagraha s
generally to be found n almost all the old Sanskiit
manuscripts  Both the paper and the writing are
reported toresemble those of the seventeenth century.

The language used 1s very sumple and chaste, and
is much on the style of the great Ramayana or
Mahabharat The usual Pauramc conversational
mode of intioducing the subject matter has been
adopted, but 1t 15 not successfully pursued later.
The events have been described as occurred without
attempting to supplement them with 1magmary
account The very rare poetic flourishes or rathcr
the poet’s faillure to win the esteem of high imagma-
tion and thought, has perhaps enhanced the value
and reliability of his work as an historical evidence
of first rate importance The author 15 Loth contem-
porary and mtimate to the Royal fanmly. His narra-
tion of the events 1s also within two or three months
of their occurrence Natuially, theretore, the detai's
given by him ara without confusion, The metre uscd
1s Anustup, but m the beginning of the work, and also
at the end of each of the Sargas, separate metres

9 In the onignal copy, the numbening of the verses 13 nregular

4
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have been used. It may be perhaps an attempt to
win recoghition to the poem as ¢ Mahakavya”

SARGA I — After salutations to God Rama and
the great sages Narada and Valniki, the author has
mtroduced himself as the person of prous disposition,
honest weans, and high character He claims
Parashuram~kshetra as his home and gives the date
of his composition as Saturduy the fourth day of the
first fortuight of Magha of Shukla (Samnvat Era), 1, e.
4th Jannary 1690 This mtroductory chapter een-
tamn. Narada’s discussion with God Shiva on the
eondition of the Marhattha kingdom after the death
of Sambhaji and its future. It gives a summary
of the events dealt with 1 detail 1n the succeeding
Sargas. It s sigaificant to note that the subject of
such a 1epute and an offieial of such a responsible
position as the King’s Danadhyaksha should have
givenanexpression’® of greatanxiety for the safety of
the people on hearing of the news of the execution?®
of Sambhayi, But this 1s not surprising.  The contem-
porary and rehable evidence'? now available elearly
shows that Aurangzeb with all his prowess was
unable to successfully penctrate his armies through the
Nasik-Tryambak or the Panhala or the Goa frontier
or even by the Western sea-coast mto the Marhattha
tertitories u1ll after the capture of Sambhay on 1st
February 1689. This remaikable check on the

10 Sig I-7and 8

11 Sunbhajt was executed by Amangseb on 11th Much 1689

12 See accounts given m the Jodbie Shikow i and such Pasian wthon-
ties as Massir 1 Alamgmn, and also those 1ccorded 1n the letters of
1688 and 1689 by the knglish T ctors,

5
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advance of the formidable army of Aurangzeb for
over seven years ought to have been sufficient to
create 1n the Marhattha subject the confidence of
seeurity under Sambhaji.  Of course, the later chroni-
clers have misunderstood Sambhaji and his doings,
and all what they have said has been based on the
wrong notions'? then current or contains perhaps
much of imagination than information derived from
historical documents Their 1imaginary accounts
cannot now have any weight in face of the sources
both rehiable and contemporary.

The condition of the Marhattha kingdom at the time
of Sambhaj’s death was very alarming. Shaikh
Nizam had devastated nearly the whole of the South
Konkan4, and Zulfigar Khan had laid a siege to
Rayagad s itself within a period of two or three
months, 1 e before the Marhatthas had a sufficient
breathing time to be ready to stand the incursions.

T

13 The foremost causes for prejudices agamnst Sambhaji were the
murder of his stepmother Soyarabai, anmlulation of the Shirke
famihes {S\REFIW] from the kingdom, and the execution of certain

officials The first 18 a myth, as she died about a year and a half
after the date of her supposed murder, the second 1s untrue because
Sturkes were 1n service of Sambhajt till 1688, 1 e till the time
they quarreled with Keab Kalas and the word {gjggior  was even

use before Shivap to indicate the Shirka Jahagir m the Konkan, and
the third action was quite 1n aceordance with tho Law Even
the ancient Smritis and the Shivakalin Law do not entertam any
consideration to spaie an individual on account of his sex or caste
fro.a the punishment of death for high treason —Confederacy of
Anajipant and Soyarabai aganst Sambhaj  Prabodhan Vol 4-12,
pp 26-35 and Vol 5--4 pp. 116-123,

14 Srg I--21 and 27

15 On 25th Maich 1689 Jedhe Shakavali, Aurangzeb by Piof Sarkar,
Vol V-p 23

o



Sarca 1

The sudden changes on the frontiers and the sweeping
conquests 1 the Marhattha territories, and moie
especially the then recent fall*® of both the well and
long established kingdoms of Adilshah and Kutb-shah
1 a dramatic manner had their natural effect mn the
encouragement of the Mushim inroads®” on the Hindu
religion and temples, and i the despair of the
Marhatthasin their recovery from the sudden calamity.
But equally or perhaps the more effective was the reta-
liation 1 Ramachandrapant’s victory in s first
expedition defeating the very commandant who had
then been the object of great consequence. This
coupled with the fact that Rajaram could wimn over
the Karnatak Chiefs to his side immediately after his
arrival at Jinj1 had raised a ray of hope of an early
deliverance, and apparently efforts were being made
to combine® the forces of Maharashtra and Karnatak,
not only for the deliverance of the Marhattha kingdom,
but for the restoration of the Adilshahi and Kutb-Shahi
Principalities also. At the time when the work was
being written, i. e. January 1690, a peaceful adminis-
tration of Rajaram tfrom the throne of Raygad was
however, the bright future expected® as a possi-
bility 1n the course of a few months.

16 The dowufall of the last Adilshahi king -- Stkandar -- was witnessed
on 12th September 1686, and that of Abul Hassan Qutb-Shah on
21st September 1687,

17 Srg I--9. Almost all the letters addressed by the Marhattha Minis-
ters from Jinp during this year support Keshav's statement 1n
thus verse. See for mstance Rajawade Khanda XV - p 378

18 Srg I--65-6 Letter from Chhatrapat1 Rajaram to Bajce Sarjerao
Jedhe of 22nd March 1690 ~ Lekhanka 282 of Rajawade Khand
XV, pp 288--90

19 Sig 1-66to 68
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Undoubtedly, the conduct of the affuirs i the
Muharashtra and the journey of Rajaram to the
Karnatak were not determined without profound
consultations?®, The story of the betrayal of Yesubai
and Shabu i the hands of Aurangzeb just asa
matter of revenge loses, therefore, much ot 1ts force
and has to be rejected especially as Rajaram??® was
too young to take an initiative and the Ministers,
who dzecided on the move, were the selections?2 of
Sambhaji, and were not without hope of retaining
Rayagad i spite of the siege  They were confident
that Ramachandrapant and Shankarajipant, with the
Lelp of the tried young commanders Santaji Ghor-
pade and Dhanajt Jadhav, were able even to regain
their lost territories. With the serious 1llness ot the
Chief Subhedar Harjt Rajah Mahadik and the much
confusion and disorder caused by the dissension
between the Chief Subhedar and Keso Pandit, the

20 Srg I--35 to 47.
21 Sig II1-1to8

22 Neelkanth Moreshwiyr wis mude Chief Minister in 1681, Khando
Ballal succeeded lis father Balap Avap Chitmig at the end of
1681, and Ramichandrapant was appomted Amatya and
Subhedar of the most unportant Pargana and frontier of Panhala by
the same time  Shankiriyjipant was raised to an mmportant position
n 1687 and Santip and Dhanaj were elevated to higher ranks by
Sambhaj after the death of Hambirrao Pralhadpint was made
Sar-Nyaya fhish, but, as Sumbhuys had susp-cted he was, thoigh
clever and intelhigent and an authority in the Junisprudence laid
down by Brihaspati, as Keshav calls im (Srg 1-40), apt to sacnfice
the state nterests for his personal ones Letters from Narayan
Shenavi during Oxinden’s embassy and those from and to Fort St
George printed 1n the Madras Series support this view  See Jedhe
Shakaval for lus mprisonment by Sambhayt,

8



Sarca I

Karnatak kingdom was, however, in great danger?s,
The situation was particularly difficult because there
was nobody whose 1nfluence and power would have
been able to successfully unite the whole of the Karnatak
against their common enemy - the Great Moghul, who
had then commenced?®* hostilities in that country The
emergent use of the natural and living forcs latent 1n
the sentiment cherished by the people 1n their divine
person of the King was the only possible and practi-
cal solution 1 those trying times. The problem was,
therefore, to safely reach the King's persen to the
appoimnted destination The confidence of safety and
success did certainly prevaill, The siege of Panhala
itself was looked upon with much unconcern?® even
by Rajaram indicates the spirit and courage with
which the Marhatthas were treating the furious
attempts of Aurangzebto crush them. As we see from
the later events, the Marhattha move then taken,
though failed toachieve 1ts object in the beginning, was
at last crowned with success, If] then, the impregnable
fort of Rayagad unluckily fell2¢ into the hands of the
Moghul after the departure of Rajaram, no intention
of vengeance can be reasonably attributed to him or to
his Mandal. The losses, though very unfortunate, were
sudden and unexpected. Scientifically, a result cannot
possibly be a criterion to decide the intention of any
particular move, especially when we have a direct

23 Vide letters from and to Fort St George of 1638-89 printed a tle
Madras Records Series

24 Aurangzeb by Prof Sarkar Vol V, 55-62

25 Srg 1V -10 and 11 The letters wntten by Khando Ballal for
Rajaram from Jinj1 to several deserters, then offering to join the

Marhattha banner, record the same spirit
26 3rd November 1689,
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and clear evidence to show that Rajaram had absolutely
no 1intention to claim the kingdom for himself even
when he was securely placed on 1627 Thepolicy of the
Marhattha Mandal was not a4 all ¢o shut themselves
up 1 any stronghold. They were confident thatit
was futile for Aurangzeb to attempt to establish
a permanent power 1n the mountainous country of the
Maharashtra. The only effective move against him
was to rouse 1n the people extreme bitterness and
hatred against him, They warned the deserters mot
to entertain hopes 1n the temporary successes of the
Moghul army With thelarge army and vast resources
at his command, 1t was quite possible for Aurangzeb to
lay sieges to all the chief strongholds symultaneously,
but their capture was not quite a very easy task 1o be
achieved and wascertainlya matter of time Aurangzeb’s

27 Order of 25th August 1697 from Shr1 Chhatrapatt Rajaram to Shan-
karappant Sachiv against lus appropriating the Vatan granted to
the fanuly of Dadaji Naras Prabhu, the relcvant wnd most impor-

tant piece bung “gigqd qaq  F Feq I AT ASAG gav
HAIEH 9 939 9F| 43S 4 WHIG J19F FF T 92 AAAF-
a1 AN AT AU FWOF TG FO (AT F13-
&7 all o 21 Alls, 57 GFA A Aow I9AN 9TH
@A agadl Al F7RFAL R e%3 4@, A el gu
I g UFFAE FAME UFA AR, @G AG AU
F&4 VST ATST a1 @TQ ATAEl CTEIFS ATHA
sdl FW0 gel B, A WRGEAT F0.  F geq @R
gsarg afasrd. wmeEt st g as
AT A1 qEAE 9 SrEiE fAmnsw aEw

R T AT " & KT HAWT AAS A2, INT
Had H4 q q(o.}.” Rajawade Khand XV - Lekbanka no 286,
p 296

10
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inability to suppress the people’s war, 1f once sef
on foot, with the army from the upcountry was
evident?®, But he would not allow the Mandal to
rest at peace 1n order to gather up their courage or
to raise the necessary army, which would obwiously
have frustrated the greatest ambitrom of hus remaining
Iife - tha destruction of the Marhattha capital No
time did he lose to hunt the Mandal out from place
to place The news of Sambhap’s execution (11th
March) followed by a sege to the capital (25th
March)?®, The Mandal escaped towards Pratapgad
under disguise within ten days of the siege (5th
April)?® leaving behind them to the care of the
Killedar®* their beloved families along with Shahu,
his mother Yesubai and other members of the Royal
family The Moghul army was, however, so hard on
them that they had soon to find shelter in Panhala,
presumably before the ramns {July) Scarcely had
they decided on their defence, the whole of the
surrounding country was lost to them, and the tair
chimate after the rains brought with 1t a siege to
Panhala They had once agamn to 1ssue them-
selves out for the Karnatak (27th September)32 leav-

28 Rajawade Khand XV - Lekhanka 347, pp 377-8 and Lckhanka 282,

pp 2889, cte
29 Jedhe Skakavah
30 Jedhe Shakavali
31 Changopn Katkir was the Killedar of Rayagad (Jedh Shakavali)

and not Suryaj Pisal as popularly believed to be  He was never 1n
that position, nor was he 1n the seivice of the Maihatthas befoire he
met Rajaram at Jinp He had jomed the Moghul army long before
and, as he was acquaintel with the Konkan country, he proved to
be of great use to Zulfiqax Khan in the siege, for which he was
rewarded by Aurangzb. See his own confession 1n s Kaifiyat 1
“Sinads and Letters” pubhished by Mawaji and Parasuis pp 195-200
32 Jedhe Shikav:h
11
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ing behind the families of Rajaram and other officials
to the care of the Killedar - Trimbak Bhaskar The
movements were, no doubt, exceedingly swift, but all
possible arrangements for the safety of their beloved
families, which the tiume and ecircumstances could
permit, must have been made with due precau-
tionary 1nstructions left 1n the event of the extreme
consequences, The Killedars’ trustworthiness and abi-
lity cannot be questioned especially as the Mandal
themselves had reposed complete trust in them The
facts that Changoji Katkar, when he found himself
unable to resist and could see no sign of succour,
made the best out of the situation to secure a truce
ensuring the most honourable treatment possible for
the Royal family and othersat the hands of his enemy,
and that Trimbak Bhaskar was able to resist the siege
till 1t was abandoned by Aurangzeb on account of
the efforts of DhanajiJadhav and others from without,
are sufficient to convince that they rightly deserved
such a trust®3. All these details, 1f looked through
in a right perspeotive, leaves no doubt for suspicion

SARGA II.— The news of the first successful
expedition of Ramachandrapant, which inspired the
hope of a bright future, shouldjhave found precedence
is perhaps excusable. It was the natural outcome of
the heart’s desire The Marhattha Mandal safely
escaped through the siege, but their departure made
the task of Ramachandrapant extremely difficult
Except Vishalgad and whateverprovision and ammuni-
tion left on 1t, everything was lost, and there was a

33 Jedhe Sha kavah and Prof Saikar'’s Aurangzeb Vol 1V -406 and
Vol V-35

12
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natural tendency in the people to subject themselves
to the changed conditions Parashmam Trimbak,
first Lieutenant of Ramachandrapanty, advised an
immediate action to regaimn the lost territories In his
opmion, their own valour and resouicefulness would
alone 1spire in the people the eonfidence that they
were really earnest to deliver the country from the
alien yoke His colleagues were so eagerly awaiting
the signal for action, that no seoner did Ramachandra-
pant consent to 1t, they blew up their horus for an
mmediate march, Ramachandrapant himself took
command of one flank of the Marhattha army, and
passiug by Malimatgad, defeated a Moghul officer
at Sangameshwar and captured many of his horses.
The plunderers of Shringarpur were next pumshed
and imprisoned By forced marches, Gunawantgad
was subdued and garrisoned with his own men,
Sundargad was then subjugated and the Raja of Patan
was forced to acknowledge lLis supremacy. Further,
Vasanigad was taken. In the meantime, when Rama-
chandrapant was busy 1 this campaign in the north,
another flank of the Maihattha army under the
eommand of Santajt Ghorpade®* and Dhanaji Jadhav
had proceeded aganst Nizam?®3, The place where

34 Santapn Ghorpade and Dhanapt Jadhav were wrongly believed to
have accompanted Rajaram to Jinj1 Sce Piof Sarkar s Amangzeb
Yol V,pp 24, 283,43, etc for instance Prof Sarkar has misunder-
stood Santaj Ghorpade for Santaji Jagtwp  Both Santay Ghorpade
and Dhanajt Jadhav were left with Ramachandrapant  Jedhe Sha-
kavalt corroborates Keshav

35 Shaikh Nizam, who was rewarded by Aurangzeb for the capture of
Sambhajp with the title ot Khan—1-Zaman Babadur Fatah Jang and
his son Ikhlas Khan who wascreated Kban-1-Allam with a command
of 7000 and 5000 respcctively arc 1eferred to 1 this skirmish

13
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the first skirmish took place 1s not clear™®, but if the
word “9quTiga®™ 1n verse 3118 1nterpreted to mean
Bhudhargad, whichisabout 45 milcs south of Kolha-
pur, 1t may be scmewhere near 1t. Khan Jaman Fatah
Jang and lus son were completely routed. They
abandened a large booty comprising of elephants
horses etc in the hands of the victorious Marhatthas
and sought shelter near the foot of Bhudhargad for
safety of their lives, But here again they were forced
to take to flight towards Karavir to join the Moghul
camp with woundsall over theirbodies This Marhattha
party marched straight to the north and joined Rama-
chandrapant at Vasantgad, Their next plan was to
proceed against Smha, probably Kishoresing who was
sent to take Rayagada, but no further account 1s
available The campaign had achieved its threefold
object. Firstly, 1t weakened the siege at Panhala,
secondly, the Marhatthas gained the most difficult
mountatnous but convenientand safe tract with strong
forts for their base, and thirdly, they secured the
confidence of the people and as expected the number
of willing followers daily increased In short, the
expression of the hope for bright future 1s 1tself self-
explanatory of the marvelous effect of the victories
gamed 1n this expedition.

SARGA III.— With all the goed features and
kindly behaviour, Rajaram 1s described as very young
and possessing a very weak physique, which appears to
be correct in view of the fact that he had to be

36 Ishardas, who alone mentions this skirmish, 18 also not defimte
about the place of the battle He says 1t was “near Kolhapm”
vide Prof Sarkar’s Aurangzeb Vol, 1V, Appendix, p. 411,

15
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carried on shoulders®” by Bahirji Ghorpade, when
the party was overpowered by Hassan Alikhan.
The reference to Shivaji, Sambhaji and Rajaram’s
wife 1n verses 4-6 1s significant

The Navaratra was celebrated by Rajaram at
Punhala between 4th and 14th September, 1n which
Keshavpandit had taken an active part. A persual
of the description of these celebrations might convince
the reader that the exaggeration made and the contempt
shown by the Marhattha chioniclers n recording
the accounts of similar celebrations by Sambhaji were
hardly justifiable The Shakt cult attributed to Kab
Kalas has not been born out by facts.®®

SARGA IV — The Dasara ceremonial procession
passed off on 14th September, and Rajaram 1s said to
have spant the night in appeasing his wives 3° Imme-
diately afterwards, Panhala was besieged But before
the Mandal tried to escape for the Karnatak, another
most difficult mountainous part of thé kingdom

37 Srg V-11  Marhattha ehroniclers are incorrect 1n their assumption
that Rajaram was carried on shoulders nearly all the way to Jinyt
It now clear that he rode upto the niver Tungbhadra, and later
Bahuarjt appears to have purchased good horses 1n the country of
either Kasim Khan or Bednnr Srg V-29

38 bee 1y article on Sambhay’s Capture in the B T Mandal's Quarterly,
Vol XIpt IIno 42pp 15-24,

39 Prof Sarkar s incorrect 1n aceepting the account of Massir-1-Alam-
gu1 1nregard to the scisure of Rajaram’s wives daughters and
sons at the time of the capture of Raygad (Vol V,p 406)
Rajaram had no children then, and there 18 no evidence to show
that Rajaram’s wives were released by Aurangzeb immediately
after their seizure On the other hand, such a release Was im-
possible But the fact 1s that both the wives of Rajaram had children
from him afterwaids and that they governed Marhattha kingdom
after Rajaram’s death on behalf of their mmor sons.

16
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around Korigad or otherwise called Kuwarigad and
comprising of Tungi, Tikona, Lohagad, Visapur,
Sarasgad, Paligad ete. n the North Konkan was en-
trusted to Shankaryipant and the rest of the king-
dom with the entire command, both civil and mili-
tary, to Ramachandrapant.4® After the distribution
of presents to those, who took part in the Navaratra,
Raaram left Panhala on 26th Septembert! with
the Marhattha Mandal ~Among the party of Raja-
tam are promiuently mentioned Manasinha More as
General with lis lieutenants Santap Jagtap, Rupap
Bhonsale, Bahirjt Ghotpade and Malojt Ghorpade,
Pralhad Nnaj with his assistant Krishnaji Anant
S.abhasad(?), Neelkantha Moreshwar Pingle with
his  brother Bahnopant and assistant Uddhav
Jogdev, Neelkantha Krishna Parasmis and other
Chandrasentya Kayastha Prabhus headed by Khando
Ballal Chitmis, and Bijiand Khindojt Kadam — The
party rode on horse. It may be 300 strong, as Sir
Jadu Nath puts*? 1t on the authority of Massir-1-
Alamgirt  The journey commenced after dark and
was continued throughout the might reaching the
banks of the river Kiishna next morning (27th Sep-

40 Letter of 12th December 1690 from Shankarajipant to all officers
confirms the accuracy of these detuls - B I S Mandal’s Quarterly,
Vol IX, no 4, pp 66-67

41 Prof Sarkar conects the date of 26th September given in the
Jedhe Shakavali for Rajaram’s departure for the Kainatak to 30th
June - Aurangzeb, Vol V-p 25 But Keshav confirms Jedhe
Shakavali when he defimtely tells us that Rijaram was at Panhala
on the 14th of September Prof Sarkar’s calculations for the coirec-
tion of the date are, however, based on no duect evidence but on
the wiong assumption that Rijaram had his journey on foot
thioughout

42 DPiof Smkw’s Amangzeb, Vol IV, p, 405

17



Rasaray-CHARITAM

HYDERABAD STATE,

JGulbarga o
HYDERABAD,

A

R 2,
) \
habhie

Cal
R

«
Trichimobaly.

128 ttloe Per lw{,j

-$» > PRVBABLE Rowte

gReR ]
TWaTH,

L

Map showing the probable route of the Journey of |
Rajaram to the Karnatak during the period between
26th September and middle of Novembor, 1689,

18




Sarca [V

tembex) They crossed the river the same day and

resumed their journey  But it was only when they
reached another big river (presumably Warda) that
the Moghul officers could think of any action against
them  The party crossed this 1iver also quite safely,
b1t of course not without desultory fighting  In the
meantime, Sayed Abdullah, a Moghul commander,
commenced pursuing them, and when the Marhatthas
found themsclves 1 an mmmment danger of being
overtaken, 1t was decided that Rupaji Bhonsale and
Santajt Jagtap should form a rearguard and resist
the advance. But before any effective measire could
be taken, they were attacked and Rupasinha and
Santaji Jagtap had to give a hard fight to repulse
the attack  Siddi Abdul Kadir or Sayed Abdullah
was wounded*® and the danger was, for the time
being, averted by lis retreat. Santaji Jagtap was,
however, then posted asa rearguaid to check any
further advance of the enemy, and the journey was
again resumed under the command of Rupaj Bhonsale,
But Sayed Abdullah’s son, Hassan Alikhan*#, chased
the party in revenge of hus father’s defeat and over-
took 1t once again 1 an 1sland called Jaia, or Hira
as Prof Sarkr corrects it, near Subhangad on the
Tungbhydra tiver  Rupasinha was resolute 1n his
defence m spite of the very small number of his
followers  Even his master’s parsuasions could not
induce him to change his mind to leave the followers
to fight out the enemy and to escape himself with a

43 Isha-119's Nartative of Events, 'ref Sarkar’s Aurangz b, Appendix
Vol IV, pp 411-12
4 2o Svee s Mz Vol Vo op 25

19



RAJARAM~-CHARITAM

small party along with Rajaram He rightly thought
that his personal command and bold stand against
Hassan Alikhan would alone arrest the advance of
the pursuers and save the party from its ruin allowing
sufficient time for a selected few to escape with Raja-
ram to a safe distance  Buat soon at nmight they found
themselves completely suirounded by a considerably
large attacking force and Bahirji Ghorpade could
alone escape with Ryaram on his shoulders while
the others weie cariying on the fight. Here ends
Keshav’s account of this skirmish  The party was
soon overpowered after a bloody fight, Ishaidas
says that Rupaji Bhonsale with 70 other officers was
captured,*® while Prof. Sirkar, presumably on the
authority of Massir-1 Alamgiri, takes the tigure to 100
and adds that many were put to sword, and that
among those captuied were Hindu Rao, Ankoji
(Vyankoy) ason of Shivaji I, Baharji and Mania
Ghorpade #¢  This st of Piof. Sarkar seems to be
inaccurate  Nothing 1s known of the son of Shivaj
referred to, but presumably Rupaj Bhonsale was
here meant Biharji was probably mtended for Balro-
pant, brother of Neclkantha Moreshwar, Mama for
Manasmha More and Hmdu R for Malop
Ghorpade

SARGA V.— Afteroscape at night, Bahirji crossed
the riyer Tungabhadra and entered the territories
of Kasim Khan with Rijaram  With care and
caution they spent some days m the Bednur coun-
try,*” but when they were about to be detected, they

45 Prof Suk rs Auringzeb, Appendix, Vol IV, p 412

46 Prof Smkar's Autangeseb, Vol V,p 25

47 Piof Sukars Amangzeb, Vol, 1V, pp 405 and 412
20
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hurtied to Amoor (?Ambur) and stayed there m a
temple (25th October?), Balurp then saw Baji Kakade,
a Subhedar of Karnatak, who was camping nearby,
and arranged with hun for the reception of the
Marhattha King with great pomp and honour Rajaram
with the Subhcdcr and his atmy then proceeded to
Vellore on 28th October*s and reached Jinj before
the middle of November 1689,%% Those, who escaped
from being slain or mprisoned at the hands of Hassan
Alikhan, assumed var.ous disguises, and left the
place, as opportunity pzrmitted them, taking an
altogether different route fiom the one leading to
the Marhattha Krnatak  Those, who were sheltered
by the local people, 1emuned there, and those, who
were impuisoned, were taken to Bijapur, from where
some of them soon contrived to escape and about 80
wete put to death 3 But Keshav gives no account of
what had happened after the departure of Rajaram.
The route wundettaken by the Mathattha
party cannot be ascertamned correctly for want
of  d:fimte 1formition Keshav has 1nformed
us of five places, those being Panhala, Kiishna,
gome big river between Kiishna and Tungabhadia,
Tungabhadra and  Amoor Jedhe Shahavali adds
Vellore, and Ishaidis and Massu locate the place on
the Tungabhiadra as Jara near Subhangad, o0 Hirra
as Prot Sarkar corrects 1t, and mention the country
of Gadag-Lakshmishwar and Belnur as having been
¢ ossed by Rayaram  Chitnis gives Gokak, Saundatta

48 Jedhe Shikav I

49 Muadris Drwic--of November and Decembar 1680 and Junuy 16° (.
= Mudi s Recond Series

50 Iiof Sawku s Amwgs by, Vol IV p 10,
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and Gadag-Lakshmishwar route Roughly, the
route my be determined as Panhala, Krishna, Gokak
Saundatty, Glag=Lakshmishwar, Hirra on  the
Tungabhadra, Bodnur, Ambur, Vellore and Jinj
Keshav, ot course, las not very precisaly stated
the real intention of the journey  But apparently, mn
his opinion, 1t was to save the Marhattha kingdom
in the Kainatak from the hands of the Great Moghul,
The disorder and confusion then prevaleut there and
especially the serious illness of Haraj Rajah mey
have been the 1mmediate causes for the hastly
departure  But the newsiacorded in the Diary «f
Fort St Georgsa®? on 14th November 1689, 1 e
immediatcly after the ariival of Rajwam at Jm i
says: “Wee haveing certaine advice that Rama Rajah
King of the Moorattaes 1s come privately from His
Kingdowme of Punnarree, to the Chingye country leav-
ing his Uncle (?nephew Shahu) n charge of the King -
dome%® and family (?Yesubal) to manage to Wair
against the Mugull, his designe of comeing hither
being reported to divert the Mugull's army fiom
thence and jomne with severall Gentue Naigues and
raise a considerable army to retake the Gulcondah and
Vizapore Kingdomes, wch there 1s great probability
of, both places being at present very weakly guarded ... .
This note of a very contemporary and early
version 1s quite complete and appears to give the real
mtention of the journey because 1t 1s corrobora-
ted by the letters®* issued by Rajaram later on

51 Srg 1-45, Sig 1V -61 and 67-8

52 Diary and Consultwion Book of 1639, R Ft St G, p 92

53 There 1sny evidence to show that the Marhatthy Capital was re-
nioved from Ry igad at this tie

54 Vide note note 18 supia
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It, thus, leaves no doubt about the chief aim of the
journey, which was to deliver up the two Deccani
Mushm kingdoms from the hands of the Moghul with
the help of the Karnatak Chiefs This object re-
minds us that the Hindu King and his Mimisters had
adopted merely a protective measurs, and was not
at all out for war against the Mushn faith Though
Aurangzeb’s overzeal for his religious sentunents,
especially 1 his oldage, had gone to encourage some
of his officers, to some extent, to cause 1roads on the
Hindu religion and temples, the Hinda King showed
great conciliation and considerable tolerance towards
the Mushm faith even at & moment when hus own
kingdom was at stake and particulaily when direct
provocation was being offered by certain Mushm offi-
ctals. Perhaps, 1t 1s the misapprehension of both the
chroniclers of the early 19th century and later
Historians which 1s responsible for tracing religious
prejudices 1 the great Marhattha struggle for
independence at the close of the 17th century.

Lastly, before I conclude, I must thank Mr Samb
Murth1 Row of the Saraswati Mahal Labrary for his
kindly supplying me with a copy of the manusecript,
my friends Piof, Potdar and Mr. G. B. Nare for their
help 1n the work of ediling the Sanskrit text and 1ts
translation, and Mr, Dattoba Gupte for drawing
maps, without which help 1t would not have been
possible for me to place this humble service n 1ts pre-
sent form at the disposal of the readers and scholars of
the Marhattha Hstory.

Vijayadashami,

20th October 1931, V. S- Bendtrcy.
678, Budhawar, Pocna
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“Z.S says that Rajaram tled from Raigadh to Pratap-
gadh on 10 Chaitra Badi (=5 April 1689), 1ssued from

Panhala on 8 Ashwin Badi (=26 Sep)and reached
Vellore on 11 Kartik Badi (=28 Oct) The initial
and final dates are correct, butin the middle one I
suggest Asharh for Ashwin (thus getting 30 June for
the departure from Panhala) because 1t 1s hardly
possible for a man to cover the 500 miles from
Panhala, via Bednur to Vellore 1nthe 32 days (26Sep
—28 Oct) that Z. S, gives to this journey. Moreover,
we know from the contemporary imperial history
Masir-1-Alamgir: (328) that Rajaram went through
many adventures after leaving Panhala, he was over-
taken by the Mughals on an 1sland 1n the Tungabhadra
on the frontier of Bednur, escaped from the ring of
his enemies and was concealed by the Rani of Bednur
and subsequently allowed to go away. A week or two
of time must be allowed for these causes of delay but
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of Rajaram’s journey.” (p. 25 Vol, V - Aurangzeb).
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