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Folk literature is essentially the voice of the
people. The peasants toiling in the fields, the cow-
herd tending his cattle; the labourer working in the
farm and the women doing domestic duties—all sing
in a spontaneity of joy that is integral to their very
being: These songs spring from the hearts of the
People: They sing of their daily works of their sorr-
ows, their delights, their happiness and their longings,
and know no inhibitions. Their life is simple. Their
language is also simple; a blend of meaning and
rhythm. Theyfollow nature and nature follows them,
as it were-.

The panorama of Karnataka folk-lore ranging from
more simple songs to miraculous plays make a fascinating
study. This is literature produced spontaneously by the
people, showing their innate love of colour, rhythm and
music. It has been said that a nation’s ballads are more
important than its laws., The folk-songs of India are
important not merely for their music, charm and variety;
they closely reflect the lives of the people, and are a
valuble record of our cultural growth.

—SRI CHANDRIKA GUTTAL
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This folk literature, though it is unavaidably regiona
and based on limited experience of life, not only offers
many piece of shrewd wordly wisdom, but also opensa
window to profound philosophy and essential religion I
should like to isolate the attitude of what the ancient
Greeks called ‘Sophrosyne’ (nothing too much; just mode-
ration) and the attitude of liberal minded tolerance for
which there seems to be no name beyond the frontiers of
India, and emphasise them as the heart and soul and sweet
vermilion mark on the fore head of Mother Karnataka.

—5RI S.V. RANGANNA, M.A.
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"Humble and rustic life was generally chosen, because,
in that condition, the essential passions of the heart find
a better soil in which they can attain their maturity, are
less under restraint, and speak a plainer and more empha-
tic language...”’
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"...The Folk-taleis the father of all fiction, and the
‘Folk-song is the mother of all poetry.”

— @l 8538073, 20.0.02%5°.5.
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