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PREFACE

IN the pages which follow | have attempted to >,
sketch in short compass the causes, characteristics,
personalities, and consequences of the war between
the Northern and Southern States of America in
the years 1861-5.

| can plead no qualification for such a task save
along and deep interest in this period of history, an
interest which | can trace back to my earliest days
of reading—indeed, | can scarcely remember a time
when the American Civil War did not charm me
with a fascination for which | can give no adequate
reason even to myself. My earliest interest in
Stonewall Jackson and the forest fighting gave place
to a deeper admiration for the genius of Lee and the
devoted bravery of the army of Northern Virginia;
this led me to a study of the causes of the war and to
an appreciation of the aims of the North, and these
in their turn took me to Abraham Lincoln, the
deepest and richest personality among those affected
by the war, and one whom | have come more and
more to regard as the greatest statesman of his age
and the man who, above all others in modern times,
has gone far to solve the deep moral problems
underlying the exercise of power over others.

| cannot hope that anything | have written will
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cause many—or any—of my readers to share my
enthusiasm for this epoch of American history,
but some who have felt its spell already may be
willing to read what another has written, and some,
it may be, will be led to consider for themselves
some of the problems of abiding interest which
Americans of sixty years ago were called upon to
face so terribly. Englishmen, at home or beyond
the sas cannot be mistaken in endeavouring to
understand and feel sympathy for the ideals and
achievements of that great republic so nearly allied
to us in blood and sentiment, and no period of its
history shows its greatness and its ideas more
clearly than that of the war for the Union, nor has
America given birth to any sons or daughters more
worthy of her imitation than those who gave their
lives and all that was dear to them to the service
of their country at that time, whether they owed
allegiance to Richmond or to Washington.

| have not thought it necessary, in a study of this.
kind, to give my authorities for every part of the
narrative, but | have added elsewhere a list of some
of the most important books on the period. The
main facts are well known and accessiblein ahundred
different works of reference, and details have been
used to add to the vividness of the picture rather
than as a bass to strengthen the argument. Such
details | have borrowed from the accounts of eye-
witnesses who seemed, after balancing their historical
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value, to be reliable, at least for that part of their
testimony. The more general judgements, even
though many of them may be held in common
with all writers on the war, are not directly due to
any book, but to an endeavour to satisfy my own
mind after a consideration of the several points
of view as borne out by contemporary witnesses.

| am aware that, beyond its other failings, my
sketch of the causes and events of the war is peculiarly
open to criticism on the score of undue brevity
and omission of much that-is of importance. My
reply, for what it isworth, to such criticism, must
be that | have aimed throughout at indicating and
suggesting, rather than at writing a complete history,
for which | have no qualifications. Certainly, in
many parts of the narrative it would have been far
easier to write three pages than one. My American
readers, if any there be, will doubtless find much
to criticize in my presentation of American ideals.
They will at least, | hope, believe me when | say
that | will yield to no American in my admiration
for both Lincoln and Lee.

My warmest thanks are dueto Mr. S. E. Morison,
of Harvard University, late Harmsworth Professor
of American History in the University of Oxford,
for his unfailing kindness, and for his assistance
and criticisms. In particular, he introduced me to
the library he has formed at Oxford, which con-
tains what must be one of the fullest, if not the
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fullest, collection of books on American history in
England. _

In conclusion, I must express my deep sense of
gratitude to Mr. F. F. Urquhart, of Balliol College,
Oxford, without whose encouragement this book
would probably never have been written and
certainly would never have been printed.

DOWNSIDE, July 1925.

| may be allowed to say that when | wrote my
narrative | had not read Mr. Bradford's book on
Lee, and neither Channing's sixth volume nor
Sir Frederick Maurice's book had appeared.
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|
- THE YEARS BEFCRE THE WAR

TH E history of the American Civil War has never

been satisfactorily written ; the struggle hasinspired
‘no Napier no Kinglake. It lies out of the track

of other historical studies and has little connexion
with the main current of European politics. The
material for the historian is all but overwhelming ;
he would have to sift the multitudinous volumes of
official War Records, and solve all the problems
which the badly authenticated and contradictory
narratives of the numerous memoirs have prepared"
for him. No one but an American would be fully
competent to approach the subject, and an American
must find it peculiarly difficult to deal fairly with
the controversies upon Slavery and Secession.
*Technical points of military science occur so
frequently, and require such careful consideration,
that only a soldier would be fully competent to
pronounce the last word, yet the soldiers who have
in the past written upon the war have been inclined
to minimize its political and moral aspects.

Yet it is a war which has a strange fascination.
It isawar singularly richin great men, in dramatic
crises, and in instances of individual heroism, and
there is besdes an aroma which clings to the worst-

07s B



2 The Tears before the War

written accounts, whether they concern Abraham
Lincoln a Washington or Jefferson Davis al
Richmond, whether the sympathies of the write]
are with Lee or with Grant. Moreover, the dage
is vast, and many of the actors and their ideas ac
worthy of a closer study. It is the parting of the
ways in America; the decisive moment when the
old colonies, deep in English tradition, cease to be,
and the mighty commonwealth, compact of many
peoples and with a new destiny among the nations of
the world, begins to exist; the moment of strain
when it is doubtful whether a Constitution framed
by a handful of delegates from small communities
scattered along the Atlantic seaboard will be a vessd
capable of holding the new wine of avast and wealthy
nation. It is the last great crisis in American
history to be settled by the descendants of English
and ‘Scottish settlers, thinking and acting in a way
which Englishmen can feel to be familiar. Indeed
thewar inall itsaspectsiswell worth studying. The
struggle was such as to make it possible for a com-
petent soldier to rise with great rapidity, and at
least five or six commanders emerged who had
a genius for war, several of whom in character as
well as in achievement are worthy to stand among
the chivalry of the ages. The expanse of territory
covered by their operations, whether among the
swamps of Carolina, the forests of Virginia, the
bayous and riverside communities of Missouri and
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Louisiana, or the settlements beyond the great
rivers, but a few years past unmarked on the map,
gives to the warfare a wealth of picturesque detail,
and its varying fortunes, when numbers and resources
were so long st at naught by genius and heroism,
appeal to the imagination beyond other wars, in
some such way as does our own civil war of King
and Parliament.

To the military historian the contest is of peculiar
interest from the novelty of its conditions. Two
of the most important inventions of the nineteenth
century were available to the combatants for the
first time in history." The railways enabled bodies
of troops and stores to be moved over immense
distances within a comparatively short space of time,
and in consequence lines of railway and points of
intersection on the Hnes became of supreme strategic
importance. The electric telegraph supplied a
means of sending messages and news from one end
of the continent to the other in a moment of time,
thus rendering it possible for a central command at
the seat of government to have a direct influence
upon the separated forces up to their entry into
battle. In some other respects the advance made
upon earlier wars was curiously small; thus the

! Railways and tedegraphs had existed, of course, in north Italy
during the campaign of 1859, but they cannot be said to have
influenced the drategy of the commanders to any appreciable
extent.
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weapons in general use in 1865 were a very slight
improvement upon the best used at Magenta and
Solferino, and for one reason or another artillery
played no large part in determining the tactics of
the war. Nevertheless, the last campaigns in
Virginia were the first clear example of stationary
trench warfarein the field, and on the sses the success
of the ironclad Monitor was decisive in turning the
naval architect towards the all-steel ship of war.

Yet even if, in some respects, the American Civil
War anticipated the conditions and developments
of modern warfare, growth in every direction has
been so rapid in the United States since 1865 that
it is hard even for an American to recapture the
atmosphere, social and political, of that time.

The Mississippi river flows across the States from
north to south at a little more than a quarter of the
way between the Atlantic coastline of the Carolinas
and the Pacific seaboard of California, but in i860
the Mississippi formed a boundary beyond whichthe
resources of civilization, in all their fullness, did
not reach. There was no transcontinental line of
railway, and the great river itself was touched by
railroads at but four places below St. Louis; inevery
caxe any continuation of the line on the western
bank was short. The number of States Wes thirty-
four as against forty-nine at the presew 'Thetr
“populaiion amounted to about thirty-one millions
as compared with the presnt hundred millions,
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nor was the composition of this population what it
now is. The tide of Irish immigration had indeed
&t in during the terrible potato famine of 1846-7,
and the European disturbances of 1848 had caused
a considerable number of.Germans to leave their
homes for America, but these groups of immigrants
asyet bore no proportion to the Americans of Anglo-
Saxon stock, and the floodgates had not yet been
opened for the Scandinavian, Slav,and Mediterranean
peoples. The United States were altézdy a wealthy
and populous country, but the problems that a vast
accumulation of riches and the crowded millions
of great cities were to present, had as yet been
barely dreamed of. Nevertheless, it is owing to
the result of the Civil War that Americans have
been able to meet these changing circumstances with
a single aim, for before it the country was a house
divided against itself.

The long controversy between North and South
which came to ahead in war hasled writers to analyse
the historical sources of the quarrel and to suggest
that  theTounders of the Northern and Southern
colonies_came from the two dasses of society and
seventeenth century.  New England has been
spoken “of as Puritan and Virginia Virginia as Cavaller
Undoubtedly the Southern States had™ an “ari sto-
cratic fashion of society while New England_was

dways of a republican temper mind. ~But too




6 The Tears before the War

much stress should not be laid on the undoubted
fact that there were at the South very many more
families_descended from the great English houses.
The mass of thelition in both sections of the
country was of the same ancestry ; thej[oyernment
and institutions, derived from England, were
identical” The causes of the aristocratic shape that
Southern society took are to be sought elsewhere, in
the climate and the nature of the country.

The Canadian boundary of "New Hampshire is
more than a thousand miles distant as the crow
flies from the south of Georgia, and, great as is this
distance, the change of climate is still greater than.
might be expected; for the Gulf Stream combines
with a~southern latitude and the absence of moun-
tains to make the climate of the States from Georgia
to Virginia almost subrtraplcal Off "the coast 'of
Virginia the current sets into the Atlantic and the
land becomeslessfertile, visited by severewmters 1xt
consequence, the States to the north aé a land of
diversified crops, needingintelliggent labour and such
as is healthy and congenial for Europeans The crops

themselves are the same as those of Europe, and
therefore not grown for export on a large scale,
but on small holdlngs for focal ¢ consumptlon The
States southward from Maryland,_on the other
hand, early developed three crops for which there_
was a ready market in Europe, namely , cotton,
sugar, and tobacco. Great plantations soon became'
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general and with the vast gaces available there
was no need for the rotation of crops. These could
be harvested by unintelligent labour, but this
labour was unhealthy and uncongenial to Europeans,

"We may wonder how far such a difference of
climate, added to the admitted difference of spirit,
would have affected the growth of the American
nation if nothing further had intervened to separate
the two section of the country .As It happened,
a TUfther"influence™ Tntensified the difference of
climate, was itself modified by climatic conditions,
and proved in the end stronger to loose than were
the many ties of race and history to bind. For from
the first an evil practice had grown up of importing
African negroes into the country and holding them
asllaves, and a dispute about slavery was the occasion,

if  not the = cause,  of the'war.
At the Time of the Constitution, which accepted
slavery were daves, though com-

paratively few in number, at the North as well as
in the South.. But apart from all moral questions,
the South was bound to se a greater increase in
their number .than.the North. Negro daves are
mitable only as household servants or for unintelli-
gent gang work. In New England luxurious
establishments were unknown, and the sterile soil,,
as we have seen, demanded carefuland thoughtful
diversified work; farther ‘south tobacco, cotton,

and s sugar plantations were admirably suited for:
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davelabour; daveswereless. likely 3“11“_E,g_r_gp;é_§_r}s
to rebel against the monotonous work ; the ground
was ; in the more southerly
|atitudes it wassaid that work in the heat and the
malarial country was impossible for Europeans, but
possible for Africans As 'a result of these causes, all
available soil in the southern colonies between the
Atlantic and the Alleghanies was devoted to large
plantations;” The lapse of time, by adding mmiiig-
and manufactures to the resources of the North, only
made the difference more complete.

These differences of life, largely the outcome of
climatic conditions, helped to modify the political
and socia institutions of the colonies. These had"
originally been much the same all over the States,
but the system of vast plantations in the South
favoured the development of a ruling dass of great
landowners, and this dass was largely composed of
those old English families to whom the original
grants of land had been made, and whose younger
ons in their turn pressed farther west and south
to" found plantations of their own. A ruling dass

where the population remained scattered over the
plantations rather than concentrated into villages
and towns, and where the non-landholding depen-
dants of the great plantations, unable to assert the
dignity of labour in aslave-ridden country, could not
dispute the superiority with the landowners. In
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the North, on the other hand, owing to the absence
of large estates, the necessity for enterprise, and
the struggle for existence, the citizens of town and
village never forgot the free civic principles they
had brought with them from England.

All these causes contributed to give North and
South very differing characteristics. In the North,
except for a few old families distinguished in the
Revolution and some great Dutch”merchant houses
in,New York, there_was little distinction of class
The people were thrlfty, energetic, far- r-sighted.
Their faults, as a peopre, were a certain lack of
sympathy and warmth, and in New England, an
abnormal snse of righteousness.  Their good
qualities sprang trom an ability to determine and
to persevere, aided, at least among the educated
classes, by a vein of highidealism. New England
was the intellectual centre of America, and the
home of 'the most celebrated, writers of the last
century. Its peculiar quality of mind is shown by
its ready acceptance of the cold doctrines of Uni-
tarianism, and the fine-spun idealism of Emerson.
On the""whole, New England was spiritually and
socially more akin to the educated and prosperous
middle dass of contemporary England than to any
other part of the United States. !

At the South the aspect of society was very
different. Thetype wasfixed by 1800 and remained
till the war swept it from the face of the earth. It

3075 c
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had undoubtedly many grave faults, but it is dead
now, and at its best there was a charm about it that
iswell worthy of remembrance.

The Southern population may be divided into

three groups. the negroes, of
whom an overwhelming proportion "wee daves.
Next there of the land-.

holdlng class. In other countries this dass is, and
must be" backbone of the.nation. At the South
it was desplsed We must remember that there
were very few manufactures.or industries of any
kind in ‘States, and thaflferpfesence of”
daves in house and plantation caused work with the
hands to be regarded as degrading. In consequence
the lower class of mean whites' or ' poor white
trash', as they were caled by planter “and Tiégro
alike, were treated with a contempt as great as that
of the old French noblesse for the peasant. Educa-
tion was not encouraged at the South, and mean
white and negro alike were content to allow affalrs

class though they were, the mean whltes as their
achievements under Lee and Johnston showed very
clearly, were neither hopelessly degenerate nor
anxiousto revolt Indeed, life anywhere iii A fieri ca"
was 156 “open, ‘and the conditions too varying, for
any sort of oppression to make itself felt, while
insufficient time had elapsed for the spirit of any
classto become reduced. Al thewhites at the South
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Were_of the same stock as their northern and western
neighbours; the presence of the negroes among
them gavethem gavethem an abiding sense of racial superiority;
they had the reverence which retainers of a great
house always have for tradition, and the Southern
aristocracy was such as to inspire in others the desire
to follow in the hour of danger.

The third cdass was that of the wealthy planters
This dass contained, as does the English peerage,
many memberswhose lineage was not worth tracing,
but it took itstone, asthe English peerage does, from
the landowners of old English descent. These,
especidly in North Carolina, Virginia, and Maryland,
formed an aristocracy closer than any devised by
heralds. The circle of great families in Carolina was
S0 small that many members were said to be able

ing Virginiathe First Families, a group of Revolu-
tionaryl iouses who were thefineflower of Southern
chivalry, were as closely connected with_each.other
as the old Catholic aristocracy of England. As
emlgratlon spread westwards, the ons of these
Mississippi, and looked proudly back to the old
colonial home in the East. Even so far west as
St. Louis, where North and South met, there was
to be found a charmed circl of Southern families,
mingled here, as in Louisiana, with the French
governing dlass of older centuries.
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This aristocracy of the South was, at its best,
a thing of great beauty, and it is the sense that its
existence was at dtake that gives the sadness to the
Civil War. The old houses, the nurseries of the
race, white colonial mansions with wide porticoes,
stood upon their plantations over the whole country
from Washington to New Orleans, from Savannah
to St. Louis. The children who were born there
were familiar from their first years with the features
of the ancestors whose portraits hung on the walls
or were carried in miniature in a mother's locket—
ancestors who had fought for their king at Naseby,
whose beauty had been the talk of the town in
Queen Anne's day, who had marched far and fared
hardly in the armies of Washington. The house
was full of heirlooms of these people—china of
‘Wedgwood or Sevres, jewels that had crossed the
‘Atlantic from Norfolk or Staffordshire, pistols that
'had been used long ago in some Indian war. The
sons grew up conscious that they came of & race
Iong accustomed to command;,... they were bred to
horse and gun from boyhood ; each was followed
by his black servant wherever he went; but they
grew up conscious aso that a race accustomed to
command and to excel can best afford to be gentle
and true. The daughters were strong ahd pure,
with an inherited frankness and grace of bearing
that was often admired in English drawing-rooms.
Over the best of the old families—and the best were
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not a small class—there was spread a dignity and
graciousness less artificial than that of Versailles,
less conventional perhaps than that of Victorian
England.

But there was dso a dark side to Southern society,
beyond the canker of slavery. There is no doubt
that the Sguthern aristocracy were, as a whole,
unintellectual The day was past when aGovernor
"of Virginia could thank God that there were no
schools in his State, but the men who prohibited
the negroes from any sort of public education had
no universities to put beside Yale and Harvard,
no school of literature and theology such as that
of New England, no commercial enterprise, no
mechanical and chemical inVentors.  The first
cotton gin was the work of a Northerner ; the first
steamboat, the first raillroad, the first telegraph
appearéd in the North.  Stern religious principles
were diffused widely enough through the South,
but any hope of progress, realization of problems and
labouring in travall with an idea was agalnst their
conservative spirit, which devoted all its energies to
preserving intact their ' peculiar institution\ Their
very downess of reflection made them quick to act
with little thought of the value of life; in the
western States of the South blood-feuds and street
shootings were common enough. A great American
writer has given us a sketch of one such feud, only

too closely resembling so many in real life, in which
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two families of gentle birth and sternly religious
education, using the same church and the same
steamboat landing, maintained a quarrel for years,
riding armed to church each Sunday, till at last
a match was dropped on the powder, and one of the
families was exterminated in a running fight through
the woods

e ——

the SQWU_'LU____ aristocratic _ that  the North had
“developed the resource and energy and independence
of its English forefathers,..while the South had
inherited the power to We
must now consider shortly the growth of hostility
between the two sections of the country.

The Federal Constitution of 1787 was the work
of twelve States—New Hampshire, Massachusetts,
Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina,
South Carolina, and Georgia. Rhode Island accepted
the Constitution in 1790, and the number of the
States which aose from the English colonies was
complete. When the Constitution was framed,
slavery had been tacitly accepted, but already New'
‘England had fallen foul of the delegates from the
South on a proposal to forbid the slavetraded In
the sequel, the trade was abolished as soon as the
Constitution permitted, in 1808 ; most of the
States had already passed laws of their own against
it, and by 1805 seven States—New Y ork, New Jersey,
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Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Con-

nectlcut and New Hampshire—had abolished

slavery""itself In Vermont it had never gained a
footing. This might seem to show that emancipa-

tTon would gain ground indefinitely, but in fact

the climatic and economic conditions referred to
above had a large share in effecting this peaceful

abolition at the North, whereas the immense
development of the cotton industry in the South

consegquent upon mechanical inventions had made
it clear that no attempt would be made to do any-

thing dse with the soil, and that there would be an

increasing demand for black labour. Black labour

was dave labour; therefore savery would increase '
at The South as rapidly as it was abolished in the
North, and any increasein thenumber of slaves

p_ut greater difficulties in the Way of emancipation

and a decreeee in the other half—both largely due
to natural causes—meant that one section would

be discouraged from any attempt at reform by a fear

of imme®e loss of material wealth, while the other

would have no méteérial consider@ions to render it

more discreet i its zed 1o cast the Béam from its
-tarotllef's'eye.” Thusthe fatal rift widened fromyear
to'yédr, andit would have been well for the young
nation if savery had been the only source of con-
tention between the two groups of States. Unfor-
tunatel y; the isslie was compricated by-I ndifference
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of political theory, known as the question of State
Rights, concernlng the relation of éach State with
‘the Federal government at Washfcgton,
When the colonies accepted first the articles of
Federation and later the Constitution they adopted
a form of government which, as experience has
shown, could scarcely have been bettered as an
instrument for uniting a widely spread people
while it left to each division of the whole sufficient
independence to make self- -government _jppssible.
But the terms of the Constitution wefe necessarily
vague, and a difference of interpretation soon made
itself Telt. The Northern Staies, where dévelopment
‘was rapid, felt the need of a strong Federal govern-
ment to protect their manufacturing interests and
to aid in the development of the territories of the
Middle West. They dso began to feel that they
were anation with aglorious destiny. The Southern
States, where conditions were unchangifg, never
outgrew the old feeling that the people of each
State had voted, as a State, to accept the Constitu-
tion and to delegate certain powers to the Federal
government; they were not citizens of the United
States but of Virginia or Carolina, one of the
United States indeed, but herself a soverelgn
State. To what extent-this sovereignty was valid
as oppOsed to the government at Washlngton was

the growth of NTﬂ’th‘e‘rn manufactures led their
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poI|t|C|ans to introduce a, protective tariff. The
‘South, with with their vast exports _of raw material,
needed free trade, and South Carolina, aways the
home o?extremists and led in 1828 by the powerful
and relentless theonst, John Caldwell Calhoun,
maintained that it was within the TIgixis of a
sovereign-Stateto ' nullify' a Federal law by treating
jt_as_non-existent. ~Calhoun's arguments do™ not
concern US here and the matter under dispute was
compromised, but this attempt on the part of South
Carolina, marks a sIage on the road to Secession.
Had slavery ‘ot obscuredTtJiTsS0€ The maintenance
of State "nghts might have proved a healthy force
inAmerican politics; aseventsfell out, the Somthexn
politicians who had for so long been supreme at
Washlngton sav the North gradually "Bécoming
preponderant owing to ifS ‘greater population and
wealth, and under the influence of Calhoun, the
evil genius of the South, they devoted all their
energies to elaborating a Southern policy which
included, as a last resort, Secesson from the Union.

The political history of the United States from
1820 to 1860 —es a unity and a fascination which
we look for in vain in modern American politics.
The vast area, the ever-growing population and
the uniformity of life which obtains at the present
day over the continent has brought a lull in wider
politics and turned men's eyes almost exclusively
to local developments. In the first half of the

307 D
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nineteenth century the great issue between North
and South was hanging over the country; debates
in the Senate and House were more important
and more skilfully conducted than at present, and,
at least till the days of Lincoln's first successes
the fortunes of the country depended upon the
capabilities and intrigues of experienced statesmen
rather than upon the will of multitudes or the
wealth of great interests. It was the full summer
of American oratory, following upon the brilliant
spring of Revolutionary days, and the tradition of
great speakers, Webster, Clay, and Calhoun, was
carried on by Davis and Douglas and Sumner to
Abraham Lincoln.

As the South became increasingly saddled with
‘slavery, her statesmen saw the need for /expansmn
ofslaveterrltory Atfirst all went well, and South
and North could work hand in hand for the growing
commonwealth. The new States immediately to
the west of Georgia and the Carolinas, where
climatic conditions were favourable, fell naturally
to slavery as Southern planters pressed westward ;
the new prairie and forest States of the Middie West
were as naturally free, and the practice grew up of
admlttmg alternately a dave and a free State.” Thus
i 1819 there were twenty-two States|n the Union,
eleven free and eleven dave. Only with the demand
imthat year for the admission of Missouri on a dave
constitution did a controversy arise. The territory
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to be admitted as a State was part of the Louisiana
purchase from France ; it had been largely settled
by slave-holders, but geographically it lay to the
north of its slave-holding sisters, and Northern
public men, by this time”thoroughly jealous of any
extension of slavery, sought to claim if for freedom.
The quarrel was themnh that
precedes an eruption, and in default of a states-
manlike solution, a_compromise was agreed upon,

the celebrated Missouri compromise of 1820.
Missouri was admitted as a dave State, with Maine,
a free State, to make the baance even, but the
remalmn|pterritory west of the Mississippi lying
north of lat. 36° 30' (the southern boundary of
Mlssourl) was declared for ever prohibited to slavery..
Thus the controversy, like some dangerous monster, -
was lulled into an uneasy slumber, and for the
next thirty years it was the harassing task of states-
men of all parties to preserve unbroken a seep which
the onward course of events continually threatened
to disturb.

For a time, again, all went well, and in 1848 the
States were still equally divided..between save and
free. Although serious divergencies of pollcy on
a question of tariff had been made manifest, the
crucial territorial issue seemed capable of indefinite
postponement. The calm was broken by the
discovery of gold in California in 1848. California

was in southern latitudes, and its soil and climate
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would have made it congenial ground for slavery,
but before its settlement could become a political
question it was occupied by the thousands of
Who rushed there in the year following theﬂrst
discovery of gold. They organized themselveir as
a State while their position was being angrily
.discussed at Washington, and New Mexico joined
them in ademand to be admitted asaTerr|toryW|th
a free const|tut|0n These events stirred Southern
‘feeling to its"depths. At a moment when the
overwhelmlng growth of Northern wealth and
population was becoming daily more apparent, and
the outcry against slavery was growmg louder,
slave-holdérs were faced With the prospect of alarge
part of the Southern west being closed to savery,
Southern statesmen” saw only too clearly that the
star of the South had passed its zenith, and full of
the doctrines which Calhoun had been preaching
for twenty years, they ‘threatened to Ieave the
Union. B

~ Appalled at this prospect, all responsible statesmen
worked for another compromise, and while Calhoun,
a stricken man, urged the justice of Southern
.claims with the deep sadness of failure in his words,
Clay of Kentucky devised a series of resolutions
to which ..Webster .. Jdent his powerful support against

the will of his own people in New"EngIand They
were to the effect that California should be admitted
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as a free State, that New Mexico should be given
terrltorlalgovernmentW|thnoprejud|cetoslavery '
and that an effective bill should be passed making
essy the recapture of fugitive daves in the North
and.imposing this duty on Federal officials The
last measure was the only one from which the
South could be said to gain, and even this was two-
edged in its working, as the rigorous law at first
rigorously applied only tended to make the feeling
agamst slavery at the North still more bitter.

“'Within two years of this measure the three great
statesmen who had assisted at its birth had passed
*away. "and a fresh series of events tended to de-
“stroy their work. By 1852 the once-powerful Whig
party was clearly moribund. ~ Whig_and Democrat
had been fairly equally distributed over North
and South, but the rise of slavery as a capltal
issue had tended to make the South solidly Demo-
cratic, while the undetermined policy of the Whigs
"had caused a gradual waning of Whig fortunes
in the North, especialy in the new prairie States.
This change was of the greatest importance, as
in consequence political divisions became more
and more identified with territorial, and while
this dangerous turn to events was in progress
the irresistible western march of _civilization
again brought about the crisis which all were
anxious to avoid. This time it was a question of
organizingthedistrict westof thegreat rivef&t Fivers,
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known to-day as the States of Kansas and Nebraska
andlyingnorthof the. I|nedeterm|nedrm ned by the

Missouri compromise.

Sentiment at the North, especialy in the younger
States, had now becomehardened againstany inst _any
that it was a mora

evil which must be tolerated where guaranteed by

the Constitution, but which must not be allowed

to spread. At the South, those who had heard the
last words of Calhoun, misled by the bankruptcy

of parties of the North into thinking all opposition

weak, were ready to seize every advantage. At this
crisis Stephen Douglas, the LittleGiant', apopular

and aggressve Democrat from Illinois who had no
clear principles on the question of sSlavery, came
forward with a practical proposal which he hoped‘
would put an end to all discussions of theory. The
Kargas-Nebraska Bill, which came & a surprise to
all parties proposed that the question of slavery in

new States wherever situated should be decided by

popular sovereignty, that is, by a vote of the settlers.._
on  the land ; thus  aside the dause
of the act admitting Missouri in 1820—the Missouri

compromlse—and in “spite of the terrible issues
involved, it was light-heartedly put through Senate

and House by asolid South aigg:@@éhebx the_yotes of
Douglass Democratic followers in the North.

ety o

o and
I t soon becameonlytoo evident that Douglas's Bill,
far from bagng a solution, was as oil flung on the
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smouldering coas. A rush of settlers, from North
and South poured into the new_territories, the
Southerners bringing their daves with them, the
Northerners financed by anti Mth
parties had among them many who bore arms and
desired to use them, and the struggle for the posses
sion of Kansas and Nebraska rapidly became a
guerilla warfare. Such was the unhappy result of
DBU?anss proposal onits practical side. Still worse
were the consequences to which it Ted in the realm
of theory, when the celebrated Dred Scott case came
before the Supreme Court of the United States.
Dred Scott, a negro, had been taken by his master
from Mlssourl into the free State of Illinois, then
into part of the Terrltory “north of the compromise
line of 1820, then back again into the dave State of
‘Missouri. It was claimed for him that by dwelling
A 111TRoTS he had become free, and he appealed as
a citizen of lllinois ggalnst “the decision of a court
in Missouri. This brought the cae before the
Supreme Court of the United States, presided over
at that trme by the aged Chief Justice Roger Taney,
a distinguished son of one of the old familles of
Maryland, a save State, and himself older than that
Constitulion he was to interpret. “The Court
decided that Dred Scott was a dave and no citizen ;
it then procéeded by a majority decision to make
a pronouncement on the general question of Slavery
in United States Territories, and ruled that it was
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not within the power of Congress to prevent a
citizen of any State From carrylng his property of
whatever kind into a United States Té&fritory before
its erection into a State. On this ruling, which
came as a thunderbolt to the North, the Missouri
compromise had never been valid, and there was
no guarantee whatever against the |ndef|n|te spread
of slavery over the continent.

"It Wag'a" this Juncture that out of the ruins of
the parties in the North a new party, which took
its name aone from the old Republican party of
Revolutionary days, came into being among the
keen, downright communities of the Middle West,
with a- definite and™logical programme ‘on the
burning question of the day. " Slavery was not to
be  extended, though no action
was intended against It “where it- was- established.
The Union was to be mainfained at alt costs;'even
at that of war. The rlsmg spok&sman of thIS party
Was ‘Abraham Lincoln. T
" Within the last few years a brilliant character
study and a successful play have made Abraham
Lincoln a familiar figure to English eyes, and we
have seen his statue erected opposite that great
shrine of English history whither most American
pilgrims to our shores turn when first they set foot
in our capital. The circumstances of the time when
the book and play appeared, at an hour when
England herself was in need of a voice that should
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uplift and strengthen her, doubtless helped to
deepen the appeal which Lincoln had long been
making to a small number in this country. Never-
theless, it may be doubted whether many of his
admirers in England have a just idea of his greatness.
Lord Morley, that great pacifist, was told, when an
old man, that Lincol n wasthe hero of young England.
He expressed his satisfaction. The American Civil
War, he said, was the only war of his day which weas
entirely justifiable, for the North was fighting for
Liberty and Nationality. We may well think such
a judgement too sweeping; it ers moreover in
depriving Lincoln of his peculiar titleto glory. He
was not the single-hearted leader of a crusade, nor
the hero of a great national revival such as the
Risorgimento under Garibaldi; his achievement
was rather to remain firm when all around him was
breaking, and to be gentle and full of hope among
a hard people.

In all the cwcumstances of his early life Lincoln

West whose spirit, “rather than that of the oIder and
more cultured New England, won the war, and
whose ideals, rather than the ideals of New England
or the South, have come to be regarded as those of
the American nation. A boyhood of labour in
Kentucky and a manhood of legal practice in the
growing townships of Illinois helped to give him

his unsurpassed knowledge of the capabilities of
075 E
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his countrymen and of their aspirations. It may
seem strange that with his deep humility and sadness
he should have been anxious to enter what was even
then the turgid stream of American public life,
but we should bear in mind that the events of the
last forty years had awakened in the settlers of the
Middle West a peculiar zea for politics. We read
continually of thé crowds who travélled in from the
countryside to any small town where one of the
well-known leaders was speaking, and of the im-
portance attached to every election and even to the
position of editor on every local paper. Lincoln,
moreover, was ambitious—conscious, that is to say,
of his own power of piercing to the truth and of
swaying other men, and anxious to exercise that
power, for he ssems to have been almost entirely
any sne fastidious. If wires were to be pulled
Lincoln enjoyed to the full a skilful pulling; if
votes had to be obtained in Congress he was not
averse to playing upon the uneasy consciences of
shady Congressmen. Lincoln's Presidency was to
show that he possessad a deep fund of strength and
tenderness; his early years .reveal chiefly that
amiable whimsicality which isto Lincoln what his
perfect urbanity was to Charles Il or his magnetic
attraction to Napoleon; the years of activity
following upon the Kansas-Nebraska Act reveal
above all his power of seeing to the heart of a
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question and revealing to others its deep moral
jissues. The austere and moving cadences of his
great ‘public utterances survive in print, but the
magic of his earlier speeches does not aways come
to us through the medium of the written word.
Yet there is abundant evidence that at this period
of his life his words could often entrance his hearers
with the conviction—such as music can give—that
he was leading them to something better than
they could have believed possible.  Nevertheless,
it would be a mistake to think of Lincoln as one in
the succession of great statesmen and orators who
have been nourished upon all that is best in the
heritage of the past and whose ideas have been
moulded by the influence of tradition and contact
with what is most refined in an old civilization.
Such were Pitt and Burke, Richelieu and Bossuet,
Gladstone and Cavour, and to such a standard
even a Napoleon or a Disraeli must conform in
the Old World, as Webster and Calhoun had con-
formed in the New. Lincoln was of a new country
where class-distinction, at least for the time, did
not exist, and which lacked both the graces and
shackling conventions of a refined society, and in
spite of all the true beauty of his character and his
speeches, we shall not be wrong in having before
our eyes the picture of him that has so often been
drawn. We should think of his curiously ungraceful
dress—the loose “trousers, the ill-fitting tailcoat
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with its capacious -pockets, the tall hat with its
lining full of dips of paper bearing the notes of his
gpeeches.  We should think of him in his parlour
at Springfield or in one of the many hotels of his
legal and political travels, with his feet on the
mantel piece, swapping stories, delicate and indelicate,
with all and sundry, the best of good company, yet
often sitting alone over the embers all night in
sad musing, a typical Illinois lawyer, and yet in
some strange way remaining an immeasurable
distance above all those with whom he spent his
days.

Abraham Lincoln, who had been elected to
Cengress as early as 1847, came first before the eyes
of the nation in 1858 during a campaign against
Douglas for a s# in the Senate. His clear and
fearless phrases came as wine to the vast crowds who
met to hear the rivals speak, and they were carried
beyond to the people at large who realized that
a new force was at work in their midst. YA house
divided against itself cannot stand’, sad L|ncoIn
'1.Jbelieve  this government cannot endure half
dave and half free.’ "And again, ' We won't leave
the Union and’ you shan't.! Most important of
all, as his clear vision saw, was a series of questions
which he put to the Democrat Douglas at Freeport,
concerning the Dred Scott decision. |f, Lincoln
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from entering intheyears before State constitution
Is granted), By omitting to pass the laws in the
Territorial legislature essential for the maintenance
of slavery, replied Douglas, unwillingly, and thus
satisfied his electors in Illinois, but in so doing he
destroyed his chances of being adopted as Democratic
candidate by the South at the next preS|dent|aI
dection.

Meanwhile, the South, whose fortunes had
momentarily revived with the passing of Douglas's
Bill and the Dred Scott decision, was once more
made conscious of her decline by the admission
of two more free States, Minnosota and Oregon,
which gave slavery a mlnorlty of six votes in the
Senate and fifty- seven in the House of R'epresenta—
tives, where populatlon determines the number
elected by each State. North and South, under the
temporizing Democrat President, Buchanan, were
now looking anxiously forward "to the critical
presidential election of 1860, when passons were
raised still higher by thé Tnsensate raid of John
Brown on the United States arsenal at Harper's
Ferry in Virginia. “ Brown, one of the Northern
heroes in the disgraceful struggle for Kansas, had
come East with funds subscribed for fighting slavery

V|rg|n|a and arm them against their. masters_) He
Wass00n captured by troops under Colonel Robert
Lee, and the attempt had no real backing in the
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North, but the South were only too ready, after
long years of misunderstanding, to seize on anything
that might justify their worst suspicions, and that
feeling at the North was not so blameless as has been
sometimes suggested is shown by the subsequent
adoption of John Brown as a national hero in the
marching song so familiar to English ears.

With excitement thus raised to fever-pitcfﬂthe
country came to the presidential election. The
Democrat party was by far the strongest, but, as
Lincoln had foreseen, Southern Democrats, in
convention at Charleston, the old white Southern
city where Calhoun's body lay, would have none of
Douglas, and after prolonged discussion the party
split, and two candidates were nominated. The
issue was further confused by the new so-caled
Constitutional party, whose negative policy appealed
to undecided minds and swept three of the largest
border States. As aresult, Lincoln, the Republican
candidate, secured an overwhelming majority in
the ‘électoral” college, though owing to the large
Democratic minorities in the North and the solid
votes of the cotton States the popular vote for his
opponents surpassed his by a million votes out of
a total of only five million electors. Everything
that we know of Lincoln makes us certain that
his conduct of affars would have been wise and
constitutional, but he was an unknown factor, and
the hot-headed politicians of the South might well
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argue that the tyranny of an electoral majority—
the worst of all tyrannies, as Burke had called it—
was about to ruin their country and change its
institutions, and the State Convention of South
Carolina, which had remained in sesson till the
results came over the wires, passed an ordinance of
seceﬂsmn1 to be followed at short intervals by

Georgla, Alabama, Florida,Mississippi, and Louisiana

1 20th Dec. 1860.



I
SLAVERY AND SECESSION

BEFORE describing the events which led from
secesson to war, it will be well to consider what was
in the minds of Northern and Southern peoples at
this momentous crisis. In the first place, it would
sem clear that few in either North or South
expected that war would result from secesson, and
none imagined that if it should come to fighting it
‘Would be a matter of more than a few engagements
with small numbers. We should not, theréfore,
throw upon those who voted secesson the full
responsibility that rests upon the ministers of a great
nation who declare war. Next, we should dis-
tinguish carefully between the two groups of
seceding States. The first group of great cotton
States named above wished to secede becalise they
"believed that they would prosper more out of the
‘Union than init; the second group joined them
‘after the outbreak of war because their sympathies,
both political and social, lay with South rather than
North, and neutrality was impossible. It hes often
been said that the North were fighting against
davery and the South for the political doctrines
of State Rights, which included secesson. Both
these judgements are partially true, but what is
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particularly tantalizing in this war is that neither
dde were fighting for anything so definite, for the
political events of the last forty years had combined
to discolour the waters to an extraordinary degree.
The North first attempted the coercion of the seced-
ing States Because men at the North denied the
right of a State to secede; but it is doubtfu]
whether they would have fought on this issue had
they not been fighting a slave power. Neither
group of Southern States seceded because dSavery
was directly threatened, or because State Rights
were directly threatened ; the right of secesson wes
merely the weapon with which they hoped to defend
themselves against an attack on the fabric of their
commonwealth, of which slavery was a pillar.
Nevertheless, they would have been the last to
admit that slavery was indefensible, and we cannot
avoid a short discussion of the question here.

At the time of the great secesson the number of
daves had risen to four millions; they formed an
eighth of the whole population of the country and
half of that of the Confederacy. Moreover, while the
white population of such States as the Carolinas and
Virginia was shrinking, the daves were increasing ;
hence the problem which they presented was by
no means unimportant. Unfortunately, the rapid
growth of slavery in the South had taken place
during fifty years which had seen the equally rapid
growth of feeling throughout the North and West

3075 c L \
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against slavery of any kind. During the latter half
of the eighteenth century a far deeper conceptlon‘
of the rights and fundamental equallty of all “men
had been growing up in France and America. It is
the proud claim of Americans that their Constitu-
tion was the first assertlon of such an eq”allty in
exeped the notice " of the Fathers that davery as an
institution was not in accord with the principles
upon which their Constitution was based.

After the philosophic theories of the eighteenth
century came the ever-growing humanitarian feeling
of the first half of the nineteenth century, which
produced so much labour for the comfort of children,
of the sck of prlsoners and even of anlmals
-many millions of daves in Russia, Africa, North,
Central, and South America 1n1833 England’
emancipated the Javes of her planters in the West
Indies, and we have seen that many of the Northern
States had by then excluded slavery. This movement
Wwanrotimmediately caused by religious principle; it
was rather the spirit of the age, and of an age by no
means religious, though a broad view of history may
well show it to be a working of the Christian
leaven; for Christianity in the past had been
instrumental in abolishing first Roman slavery and
later medieval serfdom, and such slavery as was
practised by Christians in the nineteenth century
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(with the exception of Russia) was the result of the
new conditions produced by the discovery and
conquest of inferior races by Europeans in the
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries.

But though the origin of the movement was not
directly due to religion, most of its promoters in
England ahd A mertizamesstadighass sy ididviasras
natural, but perhaps unfortunate, that they should.
gndeavour to put all their arguments against davery
into rellglousform Doubtless it is true that slavery
isalien to the spirit of the New Testament and to the
conception of man's dignity exposed by St. Paul,
but no argument from scripture or from the practice
of the early Church can be alleged to prove that
davery is in all circumstances opposed to the law of
God. Those who would claim the disappearance of
davery in the nineteenth century as one of the most
signa triumphs of Christianity should consider:
whether by so doing they do not condemn multitudes
of Christians in other centuries. '

Yet if the scriptural argument against Slavery
was unsound, it was considerably more convincing
than the scriptural defence of the institution which
was put up by Southernhgrners. Appealsto the practice
of the early Church might not have carried convic-
tion among a population where traditional religion
has never had a firm hold, but St. Paul's conduct
with regard to Onesimus might have been expected
to carry more weight than the curse invoked by
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journeys down the great rivers in irons on the
‘tween-decks of a steamer, the fate of those
quadroons and octaroons who were aways classed
with the negroes, the forbidding by law in certain
States of any sort of education to the daves, the
fate of many girls with only a little African blood
in their veins, and therefore often of great beauty
and acutely sensitive natures—all these things must
rightfully weigh heavily in the count against the
South, however accidental and comparatively rare
they may have been. Nor must it be forgotten that
slavery, especially in modern times, has the worst
of effects on the slave-holder. Something has been
said—and more can readily be imagined—of the
opportunities for cruelty and vice; greater still,
is the harrti that comes from continually regarding
other human beings as existing at alower level, from
despising labour, and from the consequent inertia.
No one realized this more clearly than the best
of the Southern aristocracy such as Robert Lee.
Finally, statistics have shown that the South were
entirely wrong when they argued that slavery was
more economical than freedom. Free men at the
present day produce more cotton than daves did
before the war.

[f, then, the argument against slavery is so strong
on all points and so overwhelming on many, how
was it that so many millions of Anglo-Saxons,
confessedly as religious and humane as their
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opponents, should have been prepared to defend
their peculiar institution with their life's blood ?
Always bearing in mind that their institution
comprehended much beside slavery, we must repeat
that hard thinking was not a characteristic of the
Southern mind. Most of their politicians from
first to last confined themselves to controversy ;
Calhoun, the one outstanding statesman who
directed his mental energies towards reducing the
Southern claims to logic, succeeded in imposing
his peculiar interpretations on his own and the
succeeding generation. The ordinary planter would
have said that slavery was in possesson, and that
abstract theories of the equality of man were beside
the mark when the issue lay not between man and
man, but between a highly civilized race and one
fresh from savagery, whose incapacity to attain
equal development was not accidental but inherent,
who neither wished nor were capable of self-
government, and whom nothing but force could
compel to work. On the other hand, the discipline
of centuries of service might be God's own way of
developing in the African those powers of mind
which had come to the European after countless
ages of struggle and toil. The negro could not be
compared with the daves of the ancient world, who
might in a single generation of freedom produce
an Aeschines or aHorace, and it was argued sowith
some truth that negroes were very far from feeling



40 Savery and Secession

a white man's anguish at ill-treatment. They
were so numerous that if free they would rule the
land by their votes; any change would ruin
Southern prosperity and annihilate all that was most
admirable in her institutions. Here indeed lay
the point. ' Their way of life was beautiful in
their eyes' writes Lord Charnwood. ' It rested
upon slavery. Therefore slavery was a good thing.'
Pressed by the necessity of defending it, and as
a sdve to their conscience, they adopted the view
that only in slavery could the African race be led
towards the threshold of civilization. Later, when
harassed by all manner of attacks from the North,
they proudly represented slavery not only as a good,
but as by divine institution the best.

Such a view may well seem absurd, and the oft-
repeated statement that no one in the Southern
States to-day would stir afinger to bring slavery back
is substantially true, but we should always remember
first, that no one can say how great a drain peaceful
evolution would have been on the prosperity of the
South, since all the wealth of the country did in fact
disappear with slavery, secondly, that the negro
problem did not disappear with slavery, nor will
it soon disappear, and thirdly, that the African race
hes proved itself on the whole far less capable of
Western education and political thought than its
patrons of a hundred years ago supposed.

These or similar considerations must present™
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themselves to any one who tries to take an impartial
view of the slavery question. A few words remain
to be said upon the Southern claim to the light of
secession, the logical extreme of any claim to State
ng_h§ The right of a partlcular State to secede!
from the Union, however much it may have in-
fluenced individuals, and even whole States such
as Virginia, to join the South at the most critical
moment of the struggle, was not historically speaking
the standard on which men's eyes were set, the word
that was ringing in their ears as they went into
battle. It may rather be compared to an outwork
reared in an emergency in the open country by the
most energetic members of an army, who feel the
need of some definite ground to defend, and some
tangible shelter to offer as a rallying-point for their
companions. Calhoun and his school argued as
follows. The various colonies when separatlng from
England had come together as entlrely soverelgn
amu sparate bodies.  As such they had “accepted
the” Constltutlon ‘and delegated certain powers to
the Federal _government. Therefore a State could
at any moment recall her adhesion and depart in
.peace. Put thus as a syllogism on paper it iswithout
aflaw.. Had a State wished to leave the Union in
1790 it is highly improbable that her right to do
so would have been generally questioned. It is
perhaps unwise from every point of view to treat
the American Constitution and the opinions of its
307s G
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framers as a Catholic theologian would treat the
decrees of the Council of Trent and the mind of
the Fathers of that Council, but politicians on both
gdes did so, and an impartial observer would have
to say, in the terms of theology, that the doctrine
of secesson, though perhaps offensive to pious ears,
was not, strictly speaking, heretical.

The flaw in the argument for secesson rests
rather in any such tacit assumption that a constitu-
tion is an inspired document, valid for all time,
and that a state, like a mathematical abstraction
or a biological species, is incapable of alteration.
Such an assumption was perhaps natural in a country
where on the one hand a group of exceptionally
able statesmen had handed to their people what
may be called the first reasoned constitution of the
modern world, and where on the other hand changes
and extensions without parallel in history had
taken place within fifty years. Nevertheless, it was
a mischievous assumption. The arguments against
secesson are practical, not theoretical, and must
appear overwhelming, however attractive may be
the thought of a Union of sovereign republics on
the Atlantic seaboard. When the Constitution
was framed the colonies did not come together as
old-established States; thé™" differerices  between
them were accidental, and insuperable only owing
to the expanse of undeveloped country which they
coverecTaiTdltTie poor state of communications; they
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were separate only because they had not in the past
felt any need of union for defensive or commerC|al
purposes Whatever characteristics of race, ‘society,
origin, or religion may have been possessed by indi-
viduals of the thirteen original States were not
possessed to the same degree by the host of new
States admitted during_the fifty ‘years subsequent
fo the Constitution. Railways and steamships made
communication essy and rapid, and even as early
as 1850 aday'sjourney might well cut theterritory of
three or four States. It was clear that the country
would soon stretch from the Atlantic to the Pacific,
and that many States would be crossed by transcon-
tinental railways carrying traffic from far East to
far West. In 1790 it would have been possible to
conceive of Virginia or Massachusetts as a separate
and self-contained” State. It would have been
pressing a theory almost to the absurd so to conceive
New Jersey or Rhode Island. Later, when States
were carved out of the vast plains of the Middle
West, the application of such a theory became
entirely impossible.  No sae statesman could
maintain the Right of Secession for a State whose/
boundaries had been ruled on the map at Washington;
Which had no naturally defined frontiers, and which
was_as entirely dependent on others for the neces—
saies of life as othersére oii it for transport.
Nor could any State maintain serceded position
unaided. The South had to form a Confederacy,
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and there is little doubt that had she won indepen-
dence she would herself have been troubled with
threats of secesson. Provision was made~for it
in her constitution. Such considerations are more
powerful arguments against secesson than any
abstract reasoning, or appeal to the sense of natlon-
ality.

But indeed we should not in fairness forget that
secesson was originally intended as a threat. As
such it was elaborated by Calhoun, and his disciples
were to find that they could threaten once too'_often
Looking at the deepest currents of feeling we shall
find that the war was not fought for the right of
individual States to renounce their connexion with
the Union ; thecrucial Question to decideiswhether,
the injustices threatened or already done tOJthe
South, and the difference of ideal between the two
sections of the country, were sufficiently great to
justify a separation by force of arms. The majority
of Southerners undoubtedly thought so, and it is
this that lends dignity to their caiise; others were
on theway to thinking so, and it istheir sacrifice that
gives the war its sadness.

The States which had seceded as a result of the
presidential election lost no time in coming to an
agreement among themselves. Texas was persuaded
to join them ; their representafives at Washington
took leave of Senate and House in speeches of varying
dignity and eloquence, and a Southern Confederacy
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was formed, which preserved the American con-
stitution in all important points. Montgomery,
in Alabama, was chosen as the capital city and
“Jefferson Davis, Secretary for War in Buchanan's
administration, was elected President. Davis, a
representative of extreme Southern views, was a
capable and upright administrator. Like Lincoln,
he has been accused of meddllng with his generals,
and his financial policy has been greatly criticized.
These failings, if failings they were, find abundant
excuse in the desperate situation in which he so
soon found himself, and are redeemed by the courage
with which he fought his ship while all around was
in flames. What cannot be so readily excused is
the hard and almost savage spirit in which he carried
on the fight; but indeed it is not to Southern
statesmen that we must go to find the uplifting
nobility that dignifies the cause for which Lee and
Jackson and Stuart fought.

Four _months elapse between the election of
a President and his inauguration at Washington,
and during this time Buchanan, a Democrat, who
had been advised throughout by a powerful Southern
group, did nothing whatever to hea the rift in the
_Union, and allowed the Confederate States to seize
many of the Federal forts and arsends and navy
yards within their territories. Only in a few cases
did the commanders of these posts offer the smallest
resistance, and thus a large quantity of arms and
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ammunition fell into Confederate hands. A com-
mander who refused, Major Anderson of Fort
Sumter in Charleston harbour, became the occasion
of the first serious military demonstration. At the
date of Lincoln's inauguration he had already held
his post for some time, and Beauregard, the Con-
federate officer in the district, had established
batteries which commanded his position. Anderson's
supplies were running low; the Confederates were
anxious to prevent him from being reinforced;
Lincoln, who was seizing at every opportunity of
avoiding an outbreak of war while the road to
negotiation was still open, proposed to throw pro-
visions aone into the fort. In the midst of this
temporizing Beauregard, whose men were spoiling
for a fight, took the decisive step and opened
fire on Sumter, which capitulated without loss of
life from the Confederate cannon.! The guns of
Charleston harbour, for whose echoes the whole
country had been waiting in mingled hope and dread,
were the signal for civil war; the North had seen
the Stars and Stripes fired upon, the South had smelt
powder, and henceforth neither party looked back.
On the day after the fall of Sumter, 15 April 1861,
Lincoln called out 75,000 militia; the Confederacy
had already mobilized a larger force of volunteers.
The storm which had been threatening for so

1 On the Confederate side a horse was killed; in Sumter a
Federal soldier lost his life through an accidental explosion.
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long had at last burst, and, as aways when a nation
has been fearful and uneasy, the decisive action
which brought high hopes of achievement and
sacrifice filled both North and South with relief
and a kind of exaltation. There can be no doubt
at the present day that the Southern people were
in perfect sympathy with their leaders when they
defied the North; climatic and social differences
“reacting on each other had brought it about that
the typical Southerner and the typical Northerner
lacked any kind of sympathy with each other, had
indeed much the same antipathy as has existed
between English and Irish, French and German.
Perhaps strictly speaking no war is inevitable, but
it is clear that when part of a great democracy
separates itself from another part of the same stock
and polity, there can be no question of diplomatic
trickery or the ambition of an absolute monarch.
Equally certain is it—though this has been neglected
by many writers—that in such a case one side will
not have .a monopoly of justice. It is indeed
probably true that in the abstract the scaes will
incline to one side rather than the other, but
devotion to a cause or admiration for an individual
have too often obscured a recognition that two
peoples, as two individuals, will catch different
aspects of the varied outline of truth. To Lincoln
more than to most it was given both to se and to
sympathize, but it is not evident that he perceived
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at all what was the beauty that the South saw
through a glass darkly.

Whom, then, shall we blame for the war \ Im-
mediately, perhaps, the South, for they were at
fault in the affair of Sumter and in their hasty
secesson.  More remotely the supporters, of all
shades of opinion, of John Brown's raid, of the
Kansas-Nebraska Bill, and of the bitter abolitionist
campaign at the North. More remotely still in
point of time—yet these must bear the heaviest
responsibility of all—the statesmen of North and
South in the period between 1810 and 1830, who,
while they were yet in an acceptable time, should
have proposed and adopted some comprehensive
scheme for gradual and limited emancipation,
together with full compensation and full measures
of relief for the South, and whose task it should
have been not only to suggest such practical measures
but to uplift the minds of their countrymen to
a spirit of common sacrifice and trust. Failing this,
all was lost. North and South, like two young
people, had been wedded when their characters
were unformed and their minds aseep. Their
nature and their fortunes deepened the differences
between them till their minds awoke and realized
the gulf that parted them. For one fateful moment
it was not beyond the power of man's virtue and
wisdom to restore the union of heart, but while that
moment was passing suspicions clouded the mind
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of one and hope of divorce rose in the heart of the
other. Their problem was a terrible one, and no
lover of the chivalry of the South and the ideals of
the North can wish to minimize it. If men were
to be held responsible for all the unforeseen con-
sequences of their acts few in the world's history
would be doomed to severer punishment than those
adventurers and planters who first introduced
African slavery intothe American colonies. M en of
North and South, in the years before the war, were
guilty of rash counsels and cruel deeds, but they
were ridden by a nightmare far older than them-
selves. The fathers had sinned and were not, and
the sons were bearing their iniquities.



1
THE COMBATANTS ENGAGE

LINCOLN's call for volunteers in the tense hour
which followed the fall of Sumter was a declaration
that the government at Washington would attempt
to bring the Confederacy back into the Union at
the point of the bayonet. We have seen that, so
far as responsibility for an explosion can be assigned
to any one when all parties arc groping their way
across a mine-field, the responsibility of forcing
Lincoln to take a decisive step must rest upon that
class of Southern soldier represented at Charleston
by Beauregard and his aides. But we should not
forget that on paper (0 to say) the bombardment
of Sumter made no difference whatever to the
political problem. It was in no snse the first
manifestation, or a new development, of Southern
demands. The South neither could have claimed,
nor desired to claim, anything by it which she had
not demanded by the accomplished fact of secession.
Individuals at the South might be sighing for the
day when they should cross swords with the Y ankee,
but Southern feeling as awhole, and whatever politi-
cal wisdom existed at Montgomery, grasped clearly
enough the truth that no war could bring to the
South so much benefit as would a peaceful accom-
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modation with Washington which should leave the
South independent. Beauregard's guns, so far as
they were directed by any rational purpose, were
intended to hasten such an accommodation, not
to render it impossible.

The Civil War, in fact, was in no sense an in-
evitable sequel of secesson, for the party at the
North who maintained that any secesson should
be coerced, and who were willing to give their
lives in the accomplishment of such coercion, were
by no means in an overwhelming majority. The
ultimate prevalence of their theory during and since
the war has led many to underestimate the responsi-
bility which lay upon Lincoln at this time; but
assuredly it is he, and he almost alone, who must
bear the responsibility, and receive the praise, if
praise is given, of having taken the decisive step
which made war certain. The march of events
was so rapid and inexorable, and the ultimate
auccess of the party of the Union so complete, that
the wisdom of Lincoln's decision to pin the South
to the North with the bayonet (to adopt Horace
Greeley's phrase) has seldom been questioned. In
the abstract, perhaps, the American of to-day,
proud of the wealth and high prestige of the United
States, might well consider within himself whether
the loss of amillion lives and the rending of amillion
hearts, the ravaging of flourishing States and the
disappearance for ever of all that their people held
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most dear, could ever be counterbalanced by the
material prosperity of such victors as survived and
of those who came from afar to enter upon the
harvests which others had sown ; whether an attempt
on the part of one section of the States to keep
another section within the Union while a great
hatred filled the hearts of each was in accordance
with American ideals; whether the law of obedience
to the majority must aways hold when the minority
is large and localized, and whether the principle
of national self-determination might not have held
good here. Fortunately, these questions did not
trouble Abraham Lincoln in so extreme a form.
He hated no man himself, and did not assume hatred
as a motive in others. Whether he would have
hesitated had he known what toll of life the war
was to take we cannot say, and need not guess. In
actual fact, he, in common with all his military
advisers and wi th such a penetrating judge as Grant,
thought that a few swift military movements would
bring the South back to her allegiance. When he
called out his volunteers he imagined that their
service would be short and comparatively bloodless.
Thus, the affair of Sumter cameto him asan emphatic
reiteration, which could not be overlooked, of the
claim put forward by South Carolinain the previous
December, but it so happened that the manner of
the reiteration was such as to unite for a moment
in a fervour of military feeling that North which
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might have refused to march against a fairspoken
South. Lincoln seized the moment and refused
the Southern demands once and for all; with
his proclamation for volunteers began the Civil War.

The States which had seceded before Sumter
had done so eagerly. Lincoln's appea for troops
led to a second great defection; this time, of
States who joined the Confederacy with much
searching of heart. Eight States with a dave con-
stitution stood between the free North and the
cotton and Gulf States. Foremost among them was
the great State of Virginia—the Old Dominion,
the ' Mother of Presidents .' Her people, or at
least those east of the Alleghanies, were allied in
blood and sympathy with the South, but her proud
position in the history of the country had given her
alove of the Union far deeper than that of Carolina.
Her best sons hoped for the disappearance of slavery
and judged secesson to be unwise, but they held
Calhoun'sdoctrine of State Rights, and would neither
supply volunteers to invade the Confederacy nor
permit invading armies to cross their lands. After
long debate her legislature, in secret session, threw
in her lot with the South; sadly and proudly
she gave her noblest children to die in defence of
that fair land so soon to be laid desolate. Only her
western valleys remained true to the Union, and
have ever since formed a separate State.

! West Virginia was actually admitted in 1863.
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North Carolina, Tennessee, and Arkansaswent with
Virginia. Kentucky and Missouri, in the person of
their governors, joined the South, but the energy
of Lincoln kept them debatable ground till success
ultimately crowned Northern arms within their
bounds; Maryland, after a moment's fierce opposi-
tion to the passge of troops through Baltimore,
joined the North, though many of her sons went
south to the Confederate armies. Delaware never
wavered in her alegiance to the Union.

The stage was now s&t for the struggle, but before
we follow the first movements of the armies it may
be well to consider the resources possessed by each
of the rivals, and the likelihood of either North or
South bringing about a decision on the field. The
first consideration which strikes us, as it struck all
the Southern politicians of the day, is the magnitude
of the problem presented to an enemy by the
immense aea of the Confederacy. Confident—
and with reason, as the event proved—of the spirit
of the people of the South, their leaders were con-
vinced that nothing short of complete and detailed
conquest would subdue them. They recollected the
failure of England's armies in Revolutionary days
and the failure of the Grand Army led by Napoleon,
in the face of a united people, and declared that
a detailed conquest was beyond the bounds of
possibility. So it might well seem in 1860, when
the South hoped to secure recognition by a few
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demonstrations and the most far-sighted Northerners
hoped to win victory by a few skirmishes. We shall
$e later that such comparisons with Russa or the
old colonies were illusory, but the sze of the Con-
federacy long remained one of the greatest obstacles
to the progress of Northern arms. The eleven
seceded States had an area equal to the combined
aress of Great Britain, France, Spain, Switzerland,
and Germany (s in 1914), though the vast area
of Texas, included in this reckoning, had little
military value. Yet even east of the rivers New
Orleans is distant about a thousand miles as the
crow fliesfrom the Potomac, the northern boundary
of Virginia; and Key West, at the south of Florida,
is as far from the northern boundary of Tennessee.

Besdes immense territory the South possessed
the inner lines of communication. This was an
advantage sensibly felt by the Confederacy in the
campaigns of Vicksburg and Chattanooga, and
above all in the various ventures in the Shenandoah
Valley, but it was largely neutralized by her losing
the command of the seas and by the lack of direct
raillway communication from north to south, and
from east to west, for such railways as existed had
not been systematized with aview to transcontinental
traffic, and ran from town to town across the States;
they were only single-track lines, and both perma-
nent way and rolling-stock :
the war without hope of replac
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North gradually acquired many thousand miles of
waterway which stretched from Cincinnati to the
Gulf below New Orleans.

Of far greater assstance towards the winning
of a war were the moral qualities of the South.
Whatever may have been the feelings of individuals
before Sumter, as soon as armies had been raised to
invade the seceding States all were unanimous in
their devotion to the cause, and events were to show
that the devotion which any nation might have
shown while success was in sight changed with them
in the face of failure to a determination such as
has never been shown by a civilized people. It*is
true that from the first there could be no retreat,
except complete surrender, from the position they
had taken up ; true besides, and clear to the blindest,
that the wavering of any would bring ruin to all;
but it is true aso that at aimost any period of the
struggle they could, upon surrender of their political
principles, have obtained terms far milder than those
usually dictated to defeated nations. Instead, they
remained united and unwavering to the end.

To the determination of the people of the South
was added an unusual capability for warfare. It
might have been expected that men with the
planters' upbringing would make more capable
troopers and subordinate officers than the farmers,
factory workers, and clerks of the North. The first
encounters showed besdes that the mean whites
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of the South were excellent fighters. But these
advantages, if they did not win a decision at once,
were bound to be lost in a few months. Any army
whichis not far different racially from its opponents
may by force of discipline and competent leadership
be made their equal as a fighting force within a few
months. But the world's greatest generals have
maintained—and history supports them—that in
war a commander is all in all. The North had to
search long to find her generals; the South saw
them in plenty at the head of her armies in the field
from the first, and, whenever politics did not
interfere, they remained there till the end. Lee,
Johnston and Jackson, Stuart and Forrest, L ongstreet
and Ewell, Beauregard and Bragg, Early and
A. P. Hill were, throughout the early years of war,
the superiors, man to man, of the officers occupying
corresponding positions in the Federal army. Not
till the war was far advanced did Grant and his
able lieutenants Sherman and Sheridan come into
any prominence, and when Thomas has been added
to these the list of Northern generals who rose above
mediocrity is ailmost complete.

Against these advantages on the side of the Con-
federacy the North had many to put, including
two which ensured ultimate success to a people
who should have the will to victory. The popula-
tion of the North was over 20 millions, and was
being added to weekly by the arrival of fresh

3075 1
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emigrants; the population of the South was only
12 millions, and of these nearly 4 millions were
negro daves! Secondly, the material resources of
the North were, out of all proportion, greater than
those of the South. She was infinitely more
wealthy, and beyond this she had the raw materials
and the factories for converting these raw materials
into munitions of war and peace. The South,
except for garden produce, had practically no
resources whatever beyond her cotton, tobacco, and
sugar crops, which did indeed ensure riches for the
country in time of peace, but which made her
dependent upon the importation of practically all
the necessaries of civilized life. The railways and
steamship companies of the Southern States, and
indeed every concern or private person who made
use of tools or machines, were dependent upon
the North or England for the smallest plate of steel
or iron and the least bolt or screw. As the war
went on and the blockade tightened its grip, the
Confederacy was short of everything—short of steel
plating and rails, of gun metal, of explosives, of
clothes, of shoes, of tools, of medicines, of all im-
ported foodstuffs.

! The census of 1860 gave the population of the U.S.A. as
31,400,000, of which the free States had 19,100,000 and the dave
States 12,300,000. There were 4,000,000 daves. The population
of the South as given in the text thus includes severa States whose
resources were only partially available for the Confederacy.
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Reference to the blockade suggests another
important advantage possessed by the North—her
command of the ssas  Even from the first days of
secesson naval superiority was on the side of the
Union, though several important navy yards fell
into Confederate hands, but it was not the posses
sion of the old navy that told in favour of the
North—for when the blockade was first declared she
had but forty steamships with which to patrol 3,500
miles of coast. What was of capital importance was
the possesson of the great shipbuilding yards of
the North, filledwith a host of workers and abun-
dance of all materials. The conversion of so many
merchant ships into ships of war at the North and
the damage done by English-built Southern
privateers did indeed inflict a blow on the United
States mercantile marine from which it had not
wholly recovered in 1914; the blockade was run
successfully by isolated ships till the end of the
war ; but the tonnage entering and leaving Southern
ports declined steadily to vanishing-point, and in
the spring of 1865 the continental area of the
Confederacy was as effectually blockaded as the
circuit of Parisin 1870. Even without the command
of the sees the North would aways have been saved
from such a blockade by a neutral border on the
Canadian side.

These advantages of numbers and resources were
overwhelming and, given time, could be trusted
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to bring the South to her knees, and it is the growing
consciousness of this on the part of the people of
the South and of the reader of history that intensifies
the dramatic interest of the war. We may perhaps
sy that the North, even without striking military
successss or unusually able commanders, were bound
to overcome at last if they persevered. Three
events alone could prevent the victory—foreign
intervention, either decisively in favour of the
South or forcing arbitration on both parties; an
occupation of Northern cities after a series of
Southern victories which should so disorganize the
country as to hurry the government into a peace ;
or the voluntary abandonment of the struggle by
the North in one of those long periods of inaction
and sorrow that every long war'which is not waged
for very existence brings, when prospect of victory
Is remote and the prospect of long-drawn-out
expense of life and wealth is immediate, and when
ideals are hidden from sight by the mean and petty
realities of everyday warfare.

Armed foreign intervention was never so likely
as in the first year of the war ; an imposed negotia-
tion, rendered possible by repeated Confederate
victories, ceased to be likely after Gettysburg and
Vicksburg; Gettysburg, aso, marked the further-
most marge of the flow of the Confederacy towards
the North. But during the eighteen months of
fighting that remained, and even to within a few
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weeks of Lee's surrender, it was as likely as not that
public opinion at the North, appalled at the strength
of Southern resistance, would demand that negotia-
tions should be opened. Even Grant could write
years after that in his opinion a year's prolongation
of the struggle would have saved the Confederacy.
Against the stream of public opinion towards
surrender there was but one effective barrier—the
will of Abraham Lincoln. We can say with some
certainty that had he not been at the head of affairs
to guide the issue, the Confederacy would have
achieved recognition. We can dso say that, but
for the genius of its commanders, and especialy
of Robert Lee, the Confederacy would have fallen
many months before the spring of 1865.

It is now time to turn to a consideration of the
military events of the early months of the war.
There were throughout three distinct theatres of
warfare ; that of Virginia in the East; that of
Kentucky and Tennessee in the centre ; and that
in the West along the banks of the Mississippi.
Decisive success came to the North first in the West,
then in the centre, and last of all in Virginia. The
campaigns of the Federal armies in the West,
exclusive of some unimportant ventures, were
directed towards gaining and retaining possesson
of the great river, and thus isolating part of the
Confederacy. Those of the centre were fought at
first for the allegiance of Kentucky, later for the
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towns and fields of Tennessee, and last of all to
storm the gates of the Confederacy at Atlanta. In
the East the fighting was almost entirely confined
to the strip of plain land between the Alleghanies
and the Atlantic, from Gettysburg in Pennsylvania
to Petersburg in Virginia some 150 miles to the
south. When Virginia was admitted to the Con-
federacy, the sest of government wes transferred
from Montgomery, Alabama, to Richmond, the
State capital of Virginia, little more than a hundred
miles from Washington ; and this move determined
Northern strategy in Virginia into a series of at-
tempts, lasting for nearly four years, to take Richmond,
which Jefferson Davis persisted in holding to the
last.

The first of these attempts took place towards
the end of July 1861. When the force of the
opposition to the Washington government had been
made clear after Sumter, both Sdes paused to gather
their strength, while in the border States the
pendulum swung backwards and forwards. North
and South of the Potomac armies were assembled,
and the news of small affrays went the round in the
midst of that exaltation and unreality which marks
the first few weeks of any war that breaks a long
peace, when millions hang upon the details of a
cavalry reconnaissance and when sacrifices are made
light-heartedly. In the great Virginian houses
farewell dances were given in the warm evenings of
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May and June, with the flowers of spring scenting
the gardens; and in North and South alike many
high-spirited partings were taken of those noblest
who give their lives on the first fields of every war
that is worth the fighting.

At last the first movements were made. Lincoln's
chief adviser, the old and experienced General Wing-
field Scott, who had no soldier of note to lead his
armies now that Robert Lee's sword was at the
service of his State, and who had formed a just
estimate of Southern fighting qualities, wasunwilling
to advance his volunteer levies, but public feeling
and much professional opinion was strong for an
invasion of Virginia. A single victory, it was felt,
might now decide the war, while to waste more
months was almost equivalent to an acquiescence
in secesson ; moreover, the three months' enlist-
ment of many of the levies was expiring, and some
did indeed leave camp for home to the sound of the
cannonade of Bull Run. Yielding at last to Lincoln's
desire, Scott ordered McDowell to advance into
Virginia along the line of railway from Alexandria,
and here, at the end of July, was fought the first
battle of the war.

When the advance began, the Confederate army
preparing to dispute the invasion was numerically
at a disadvantage, but blunders on the part of
Federal officers in the neighbourhood allowed
reinforcements to be hurried by road and rail
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‘through Manassas Gap from the Shenandoah Valley.
These arrived on the battlefield immediately before
and during the engagement and made the numbers
employed on both sdes nearly equal. The site of
the battle was an undulating plateau of cultivated
land, diversified by woods and bordered by a stream
known as Bull Run, which has given its name
to the battle in the Federal accounts, though to
the Confederates it became the battle of Manassas
from a station of that name on the railway behind
their lines. It is ordinarily the privilege of the
victors to name a battlefield, but here, as in the
caxe of Borodino, the name given by those who won
the war has prevailed. The fight itself, like all
battles between undisciplined and raw troops, was
characterized by deeds of great bravery followed by
confusion, sudden panic, and horror at the unfamiliar
soenes of suffering and destruction. At one moment
the Federals seemed masters of the field, but the
firmness and courage of the Confederate First
Brigade under General Thomas Jonathan Jackson,
who here won his name of" Stonewall’, turned the
fortunes of the day; and the advantage was increased
by the arrival of some fresh troops which were
taken off the cars at Manassas Junction and thrown
into the fight. The retreat became a rout such as
was never seen again in the war, and the untrained
troops took refuge within the fortifications of
Washington. On paper, the way to the Northern
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capital was open to the South, and Jackson is said
to have expected orders to pursue, but the same
causes which brought about the Northern rout made
adequate pursuit impossible on the part of the Con-
federates, and the defeated army was allowed to
reorganize itself at leisure.

Bull Run, though it served to advertise the cause
of the South, had little military effect. It confirmed
the impression, already too prevalent at the South,
that one Confederate soldier was worth three
Federals; secure in this belief, and confident that
Bull Run was sufficient to secure recognition for
the Confederacy, the government at Richmond
aimed no counterstroke.! To the North, on the
other hand, the shock was salutary. Pride was
roused, and all began to realize that the conquest
of the South would be something more than a
military parade. Lincoln, upon whom the blow of
failurefell most heavily, found his greatest difficulty
to be the lack of leaders. Scott soon retired from
his position, and between his withdrawal and the
appointment of Grant asLieut.-General in 1864 there
was no really able professiondl advice at the Presi-
dent's command, while his generals in thefield were
often guilty, not only of a want of skill, which he

1 It should be remembered, as General Maurice has pointed
out, that the South were at this time hindered by their political
doctrines from invading the territory of ancther State, especially
when that State was the friendly Maryland.

3075 K
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could readily pardon, but of a want of respect for
authority and sometimes even of a want of desire
to end the war by defeating the enemy. Many
writers of both Northern and Southern sympathies
have laughed at Lincoln's strategy, at his poring
over the map of Virginia and reading Napoleon's
Maxims late into the night. More serious criticism
has been directed at his venturing to impose move-
ments and plans of campaign upon his generals.
It would certainly seem that his able Secretary for
War, Stanton, was domineering and interfering,
but the complete absence of competent military
advisers must never be forgotten. Lincoln saw,
as no other man saw, the necessity for prosecuting
the war; his instrument broke in his hands again
and again when military success was needed to
strengthen public opinion; the weight of it all
was upon his shoulders, and there are very few
occasions when it can be said with any certainty
that his generals would have succeeded better if
left alone. '

Among the crowd of mediocrities a figure was
seen to emerge towards the end of 1861; it was that
of J. B. McClellan, whose exploits and dispatches
in West Virginia had won for him the newspaper
name of the ' Young Napoleon ." This officer found
himself suddenly called to Washington to command
the immense Army of the Potomac. Anold regular,
he had been recently President of an important
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railway, and events showed that organization rather
than military science was his strength, but at first
all went well. He was confident, handsome, and
dignified, and he won and retained the affection of
his troops, even in disaster, in a way that Grant
could never do; he soon had the army before
Washington in perfect condition. His cheguered
military and political career and his enmity towards
Lincoln have produced a controversy which has
left a great deal of mist hanging about his motives
and capabilities; the most divergent views have
been held as to his military ability, moral courage,
and political principles. Certainly he ended by
being Lincoln'srival inthe elections of 1864, and
many have ascribed his lack of driving power in
campaign to a disbelief in the cause; perhaps the
records of the time suggest rather a real lack of
military insight and initiative when in touch with
the enemy. :

Still, for a time all went well for the North. Many
coastal forts in the Southern States fell to armadas
dispatched by Washington. Early in 1862 the
energy of U. S. Grant in Tennessee captured the
Confederate Forts Henry and Donelson together
with 15,000 men, and the ' unconditional surrender '
which Grant demanded and obtained by his
celebrated note did more to inspirit the troops of
the Union than the mere success could have done.
A few months later the contest between the ironclad
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Monitor and the Confederate Merrimac in Hampton
Roads crushed the last hope of the South in strictly
naval warfare. Best of all, in early April, Admiral
Farragut, the only great naval commander of the
war, fought his way, against all precedent, past the
forts and gunboats guarding the entrance to the
Mississippi from the Gulf and took possesson of
New Orleans, one of the largest cities and ports of
the Confederacy, and the point where the lines
of river steamers and railroads from East and West
connected with the ocean-going shipping. The old
French capital, wherethe modern American civiliza-
tion and architecture, then as now, marched with
the tiled houses and luxuriant, fragrant gardens of
the Latin tropics, and where the rows of white
steamers loaded cotton from the levees, was thus
early lost to the South, and the Confederacy could
have suffered few blows more serious.

It is true that in the Middle West a great and
indecisive battle had been fought. Grant, pressing
southwards up the Tennessee River, early in April,
had been surprised by the forces of the able Con-
federate general A. S. Johnston in the wooded,
marshy country that bordered the river near
Pittsburgh Landing. Fighting of the utmost
ferocity took place in the clearings and dingles, and
on the first day Grant's troops, in the absence of
their commander, were driven back from the
Shiloh church, a log meeting-house on a rise in the
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woods that had been chosen as the centre of their
line. On the following day, reinforced by water,
Grant was able to make a counter-attack, and the
death of Johnston, reputed the most capable officer
in the armies of either party, gave the advantage
to the Union. The losses were ghastly, no less than
afifth of the forces engaged being killed or wounded,
and Grant realized for the first time that it was not
by a few striking successes that the Union would
be restored. Nevertheless, he was able to advance
for the moment.

To these advances of the Union in the sphere of
naval and military operations must be added the
growth in prestige of Lincoln's government, which
had taken office at such a moment of crisis. At the
beginning both politicians and the country at
large had been uncertain of the ability of Lincoln
to direct affairs and to assart his independence of
the many more experienced members of his cabinet.
In particular, Seward, his Secretary of State, an
ambitious and capable man without a touch of
greatness, hoped to use the President as his mouth-
piece in forming the policy of the administration.
He was soon undeceived, and no harm was done ;
henceforth, Lincoln's ministers began to take the
place which history has assigned them of fairly
capable officias, helping, or thwarting, the larger
schemes of a statesman, but one more incident
must be mentioned in which the lack of judgement
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on the part of a member of the cabinet, condoned
by Lincoln, nearly led to events of far-reaching
importance.

When the South entered upon the war, they had
hopes, which were not unfounded, of receiving some
support from the governments of Europe. They
knew that a large proportion of the population in
northern England and some departments of France
lived upon the manufacture of cotton-goods, and
they hoped that the discontent caused by the
operation of the blockade of the South, declared
by Lincoln after Sumter, would drive the British
or French governments either into picking a quarrel
with Washington or to offering their services as
mediator. At one moment early in the struggle
they nearly had their wish. While the feeling of the
governing dasses of England, for reasons to be
mentioned later, was strongly against the North,
it was deeply stirred by what it conceived to be
an insult to the Britishflag on the high sses  Two
Confederate envoys to Europe, who had successfully
escaped the blockading squadrons, had embarked
on a British mail steamer in the West Indies. This
boat, the Trent, was met by a Federal man-of-war,
whose captain brought the British packet to by
a shot fired across her bows and proceeded to remove
the Confederate passengers. The news travelled
slowly across the Atlantic—for there was no cable
at the time—but when it arrived it moved English
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feeling to the depths, as may be seen by the cartoons
in the contemporary numbers of Punch. The British
government prepared a note which in its original
form amounted to an ultimatum; its tone was
only softened by the action of the Prince Consort
and Queen Victoria herself, and troops were massed
in Canada to meet all eventualities. Fortunately
the danger was averted by the wisdom of Lincoln
and his cabinet. He admitted that the officer's
action was against principles of international law
which America herself had been the first to affirm,
and restored the envoys to England.



[V
McCLELLAN AND JACKSON

WHILE Lincoln's position was thus growing
stronger both at Washington and in thefield during
the early months of 1862, the campaign before
Washington was unaccountably hanging fire.
McClellan had collected, equipped, and trained to
perfection an enormous body of men for the invasion
of Virginia, but the day fixed for the advance was
postponed again and again. The general was
desperately cautious, and extremely badly served
by his intelligence department, directed by a well-
known firm of private detectives, who convinced
him that he was opposed in General J. E. Johnston's
lines at Manassas by numbers almost double his own,
though in fact he outnumbered the Confederates
by three to two, in addition to his superiority in
artillery and the quality of his small afms. The
communiqué ¢ All quiet on the Potomac' became
a byword, and Lincoln, in the midst of cabinet
difficulties, and while he was engaged in a contest
both with Southern supporters in the North, and
with political enemies who attacked his acts as
despotic, was harassed by a general who demanded
men and still more men, and who never met the foe.
Lincoln had been famed in Illinois for his vivid

3075 L
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sayings and the raciness of his comparisons drawn
from everyday life; his stories have been compared
to the utterances of Justice Shallow or Mrs. Poyser,
and even in the most agonizing moments of the war
he sought refuge in wit. On one occasion during
these months, when a misunderstanding had arisen
as to the number of troops dispatched, he remarked
that sending men to McClellan was like shovelling
fleas across a barnfloor—not half of them got there,
and later he observed that the army of the Potomac
was avery finearmy, and if McClellan did not want
to use it he would like to borrow it.

At length, towards the end of March, McClellan
abandoned any hope of a direct advance on Rich-
mond from the north, dreading the fortifications
prepared by Johnston, and decided to transfer his
army by sa to Fort Monroe on the extremity of
the peninsula in Virginia at the base of which lay
Richmond. The move was skilfully and quickly
effected, as were all McClellan's moves. when the
enemy was not before his advance, and had he
moved boldly forward and exhibited only moderate
skill it is hard to sse how the Confederate capital
could have been saved. - Instead, he hesitated and
delayed, labouring aways under the delusion that
he was opposed by overwhelming odds; he exag-
gerated the admittedly difficult nature of the
country, which he himself had nevertheless chosen
as the scene of campaign; he wasted many weeks
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in constructing regular approaches to the Con-
federate works at Y orktown which he could have
taken by storm and which were evacuated without
serious struggle. During all this time he was
clamouring for more men and abusing the civil
authorities in the most unmeasured terms in his
private letters. Finally, after two months in the
Peninsula, the Army of the Potomac had struggled
forward to within a few miles of Richmond when
it was set upon by Johnston in the woods bordering
the Chickahominy creek, and the battle of Fair
Oaks or Seven Pines was fought on the last day of
May and the first of June. McClellan, with superior
numbers, was able to repel the attack, but he failed
to press his advantage, and though now within
sight of Richmond halted once more before the
Confederate lines, in the belief that his army was
outnumbered, and demanded more men from
Washington. But now, at last, he had delayed
once too often. Men were urgently wanted ese-
where, and events were taking place, uncontrolled
by McClellan, which were to change the whole
aspect of the war.

More than a year had passed since the bombard-
ment of Sumter, and the military movements had
been singularly lacking in distinction. The battles
had been little more than disorderly scuffles, in
which much individual bravery had been shown, but
which had not been moulded or made significant
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by any of those qualities of character and intellect
on the part of the commanders which mark the
great general. We criticize McClellan, and feel
throughout his months of delay and indecision that
the hour of his punishment was approaching, but to
the contemporary watcher his waste of time did
not seem an irreparable fault. There was no
reason to suppose that mere weight of numbers
would not gradually bear down the Confederate
armies. As it happened, in these months of silence
two or three masters of the art of war were realiz-
ing their powers, and while McClellan was slowly
advancing throughthe tide-water counties of Virginia
a great soldier was becoming famous in the moun-
tains of the north.

Beyond the first ridge of the Alleghanies in
Virginia lies a broad valley or series of valleys,
running north to the Potomac and bounded on the
west by the rough and wild country of the mountain
chain. The Shenandoah Valley, or, as it was called,
the Valley of Virginia, is a district of extreme
beauty, a land of clear streams, wide pastures, and
rich grain and orchard land. The fields, separated
by post and rail fences, sweep down to the brook
and road which run through the valley; villages
and market towns, copses and woods, the land
prepared for crops and the distant view of blue
mountains, combine to give the country that
aspect of peace and prosperity which has been so
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vividly described by many of those who marched
and counter-marched through it at this time. At
the date of the Civil War, no railway traversed the
Valley from north to south, but a good highroad—
the Valley Tike—ran from the mountains down to
Winchester. Here, since Bull Run, Genera T. J.
Jackson had been in command of the Confederate
forces. '

This officer, who sprang into eminence during
the spring of 1862 and remaining in the public eye
till his death a little more than a year later, captured
the imagination of his countrymen and others
more thoroughly than any other leader of the war.
As a general Stonewall Jackson must be placed
below his great chief and perhaps aso below General
Johnston on the Confederate side and General
Sherman on the side of the Union.! As a man,
aso, he cannot compare with Robert Lee in all
those qualities that go to produce a perfect balance
in heart and mind. The two men were, indeed,
close friends during the short time they were
associated upon earth, and each thought the life of
the other more important than his own to the
cause which both held so dear, but while Robert Lee

! Such comparisons are of little value, especialy as the conditions
under which these commanders worked were so unequal. | have
mentioned Sherman on the Union side not because | consider him
superior to Grant, but because his sphere of command was similar
to Jackson's.
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attracts all who read of him by the peculiarly
exquisite poise of his mind, and the warmth and
sincerity of his nature, Jackson's charm—if charm
it can be called—Ilies in the fiery originality of his
character. Though he wes a leader in the party
which has often been called that of the Cavaliers,
he himself has been compared, not inaptly, to the
Parliamentary generals of the English Civil War.
He stands apart alike from the materialistic views
and keen alertness of the best Northern leaders,
and from the proud traditions and frank geniality
of his colleagues in the Army of Northern Virginia.
Sprung from a home beyond the mountains in
Virginia, and alien in descent and religion from the
First Families of his State, an Ulster Calvinist who
joined an up-to-date professional knowledge to
a view of life recalling that of the Puritans "o
Covenanters, he brought into the cadess armies
of the South an element of fanaticism. To him, as
to many of Cromwell's generads, the words of the
psalm might have been applied in their most literal
sense.  The high praises of God were in his mouth
and a two-edged sword was ever in his hand to purge
his country of those who had crossed her borders.

On amost all points he was stiff and narrow in the
extreme. His rigid arms, his unseeing gaze, his
hand perpetually jerked heavenward, were the out-
ward index of an obstinacy of will which could
punish an officer for using the fence-rails of his own
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land for fuel when once the order had been issued
that the farmers' fences were not to be touched.
The most innocent form of profanity was requited
with his severe displeasure; whatever he was
pleased to consider conduct in the least degree
insubordinate was visited—often mistakenly and
unjustly—with immediate and enduring punish-
ment ; for aword a colonel was compelled to march
swordless behind his regiment. His grotesquely
large feet, his one uniform which grew more and
more threadbare, the lemons which he sucked to
counteract some supposed disorder—all these early
became the talk of his command. Some other
traits affected their lives more seriously. His men
were marched through every kind of country and
weather till they acquired the name of the Foot
Cavalry; they were marched farther than they
or their officers thought they were capable of
marching; they knew neither where they were
going nor why they were going, for Jackson's plans
and destinations were concealed even from his
staff and generals of division, who had often no
orders to bear to the exhausted and bewildered
colonels of their regiments other than the message,
' General Jackson says, " Press forward " ¥

1 On the morrow of Bull Run, when the result was unknown to
the public, his pastor at Lexington was delighted to receive aletter
from the general. It contained his vestry subscription, and
nothing more.
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Like Lee, Jackson was deeply religious, of stainless
purity, andincapable of adishonourable or knowingly
cruel act, but his religion was tinged with a fanati-
cism which often identified his own views and
successss wi th those of the Almighty, and he lacked
the humanity of his chief, who could not view even
the most victorious field without a keen sense of
sorrow. Yet if Jackson could at times be hard and
inflexible he was all tenderness to his wife, and the
story of his stopping an army on the march in order
that acountrywoman might find her son and givehim
apair of socks and a chicken is only one of many such.
Though he was not yet forty years old, confidence
in himself or in the divine guidance was so strong
in him that from his earliest days as a brigadier he
demanded the most exquisite trust and obedience
from his officers; that the trust was not misplaced
isamply shown by the record of hisbrilliant eighteen
months of command, which has established him
securely among the memorable captains in the
world's history. Military writers are unanimous
in assigning to him all the excellences of an executive
officer ; it is not so clear that he would have shown
to such advantage as commander-in-chief, for here
his personal defects might have told against him,
but expert examination of his military career has
discovered scarcely a single fault of design or execu-
tion in his command in the Valley and under Lee.
He realized to the full that battles are won by the
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troops who can march distances that seem impossible
to their opponents, and who can develop in attack
the full force of their numbers, and his passionate
zeal and iron determination developed in his men
a daring and a speed of movement, a relentless
pressing of attack and pursuit with every ounce
of force employed, that are hard to parallel in the
annals of modern warfare.

During the winter of 1861-2 Jackson had done
much to make the Stonewall Brigade the marvellous
fighting force of later battles, but some long and
unsuccessful marches and a heavy action against
odds* were all that the world had heard of the
Valley soldiers. When McClellan began to threaten
Richmond in the spring of 1862 Jackson received
instructions to create such diversion as was
possible and then join Johnston before the Con-
federate capital. Southern leaders had been quick
to s the weak points of McClellan's strategy. The
movement of the Union troops to Fort Monroe did
indeed ensure that their communications would be
unmolested, but it deprived the Federal capital of
their services in defence if a determined invasion
of the North were made. Militarily speaking,
Washington, a small city, was of no importance
whatever, but Lincoln realized that the spectacle
of the country's government in flight, accompanied
by the representatives of the great Powers, would

. 1 At Kernstown near Winchester.
3075 M
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have the worst effect on public feeling. We are
now in a position to know, as Davis and Lee knew
at the time, that the Confederates had no men to
gpare for such an invasion while McClelland huge
army was still untouched, but Lincoln, who had
only McClellan's grotesque estimates of the Con-
federate strength to act upon, and who distrusted
his general's ability to act speedily in an emergency,
was apprehensive, when the Army of the Potomac
had departed from before the capital, lest a dash
should be made from Northern Virginia or the
Shenandoah Valley upon Washington, and had
from the beginning demanded that an ample cover-
ing force should be left. It was Jackson's task to
play upon these fears of Lincoln, and he did so
by planning and executing the celebrated Valley
campaign, which has been thought worthy of com-
parison with the first Italian campaign of Napoleon.

The history of his movements in the Shenandoah
Valley during April and M ay has often been written,
and a study of its detail is necessary to any one who
would appraise Jackson's genius. In brief, its
results may be summed up by saying that when
McClellan, at the beginning of April, was on the
way to Richmond he could hope to bring to bear
upon Johnston some 180,000 effectives. When,
three months later, he lay before the city he had
only 100,000. No less than 70,000 had by that
time been prevented from joining him or had been
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detached from his army to surround Jackson or to
defend the capital from an attack which was supposed
to beimminent. Jackson's own force never exceeded
16,000 and he had won no single crushing victory,
but hisuse of cavalry, which formed an impenetrable
screen to his army and allowed no information to
pess to the enemy, and the speed of his forced
marches—his men marched some 550 miles in 68
days—enabled him to create the impression that
his forces were vast, and to take at a disadvantage
each separate commander dispatched by Washington
to trap him. Such was his skill in executing swift
movements that although he was almost invariably
outnumbered strategically, even by his immediate
opponent, tactically, that is to say, in numbers
actually engaged, he amost aways secured the
superiority.

At first the only feeling in official circles at
Washington was a certain surprise, and each com-
mander in turn telegraphed to head-quarters
prophesying his early success in putting an end to
Jackson's activities; but as each defeated general,
owing to the inefficiency of his own intelligence
corps and to a very natural unwillingness to under-
estimate the strength of his conqueror, credited
Jackson with numbers far beyond those which he
actually possessed, Lincoln began to believe that
some great movement was contemplated by the
Confederacy. The enemy's ignorance of Jackson's
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intentions was, in fact, profound ; it was as if'a
deep mist covered the Valley. A Federa officer
would be feeling his way forward against the
vedettes of Ashby's horse, under the impression
that the Stonewall Brigade was within striking
distance, while in reality it was defeating a colleague
out of the sound of cannon ; another would be at
eee in the quiet spring sunshine, with Jackson
last heard of fifty miles away—to be awakened by
the crash of musketry in the woods and the rebel
yell along his picket line. At times the Federal
forces in pursuit were within a few miles of his
retreating columns, unaware; once, he escaped
between two armies closing on him by repulsing
them on successve days before they could unite.’
Fortune favoured him more than once in the
Valley, but it is impossible to read the account of
those dayswithout feeling that daring and resolution,
not fortune, were responsible for his success.  Finally,
when his work was done and his brigade was needed
elsewhere, he passed silently from the Valley and
was in touch with the Army of Northern Virginia
while his enemies were still groping their way in
pursuit of him beyond the mountains.

1 At Port Republic.
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. THE SEVEN DAYS AND SECOND
MANASSAS

WHILE Jackson was thus rising to the height of
his opportunity, McClellan's Army of the Potomac,
which, if properly employed, would have been a
far more effective safeguard to Washington than
the troops recalled to screen the city, was laboriously
fortifying the position before Richmond. * It would
seem that McClellan had a rooted dislike to fighting
unless the chances were overwhelmingly in favour
of a victory ; in his military career he rarely made
any move for the ske of creating opportunities and
he never realized the value either of speed or of
gaining and retaining the offensive. Nevertheless,
to all except such gloomy prophets as himself it
seemed that Richmond was doomed. The Army
of the Potomac, reduced as it had been by the
Valley campaign, still outnumbered any forces that
the Confederates could, and in fact did, send against
it. His lines were advanced to within a few miles
of his goal; his men could s the spires of the city
and hear the sound of her church bells; we are told
that they could even mark the chiming of the city
clocks and distinguish by night the rolling of the
trains that brought in supplies and reinforcements,
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while the glare of his widespread camp-fires in
the night sky impressed the Confederates with his
great strength. Yet from day to day he delayed to
move. Richmond's day of doom was not yet to
dawn.

Within the city the routine of government went
forward amid tense expectancy. Many civilians
had already left for the south; the government
archives had been removed, and the south-bound
trains were full of private treasures; President
Davis, it is said, fearing the worst, caused the
sacraments of baptism and confirmation to be
administered to him. Receptions were held in the
summer evenings, attended for an hour or so by
Lee and his brigadiers, and balls were given, of
which the morrow might well be that of the Duchess
of Richmond's. All through the city the empty
hospitals waited for the throng of wounded who
would come when McClellan struck. The North
expected daily—and the President with them—to
hear that Richmond had fallen. Yet from day to
day McClellan delayed to strike, and a great
adversary was profiting by his delay.

A chance shot in the battle of Seven Pines had
wounded Johnston, and Davis, in a fortunate hour
for the Confederacy, had put in command of the
army, not the ranking brigadier, but his own
adviser at Richmond, Robert Lee. It was Lee who
had encouraged Jackson in the later dtages of the
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Valley campaign,' and throughout the month of
June he was acquiring a knowledge of McClellan's
strength and dispositions. One of the cavalry
reconnaissances for this purpose deserves notice,
as being one of the most daring episodes of the war
and as contributing not a little to unsettle the
confidence of the Army of the Potomac. The
Confederate horse was at this time unquestionably
superior to the Federal, and Stuart, Lee's cavalry
chief, had received instructions to reconnoitre upon
McClellan's right flank, to the north of Richmond.
This he did, and having beaten up the Federal
quarters to the rear of their lines, decided to escape
the forces that were concentrating on his line of
retreat by continuing his raid so as to pass com-
pletely round the Army of the Potomac. The plan
was successfully carried out; his troopers, all picked
men splendidly mounted and trusting their leader
implicitly, rode swiftly round the rear of McClellan's
lines, ailmost within sound of his bugles, cutting the
raillway which brought his supplies and securing
a quantity of prisoners and booty. They captured
almost without resistance such patrols and wandering
units as they met, and, keeping well ahead of their

! General Maurice, in his work on Lee (p. 97), seams to me to
dress Lee's share in the Valley campaign somewhat unduly, and he
adduces no evidence beyond a few letters couched in the most
general terms. Lee saw the possibilities, but the design was
Jackson's,
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pursuers, reached Lee's lines from the south after
forty-eight hours in the saddle, having lost but one
man out of the thousand and more engaged in the
enterprise.

The information brought by Stuart helped Lee
to decide on his plan of attack. Jackson had now
accomplished all that could have been expected of
him, and every man was needed before Richmond.
A council was held which Jackson attended, leaving
the Valley secretly and riding night and day through
Virginia. Since McClellan's position immediately
before the city was unassailable, Lee had it in his
mind to turn the Federal right flank, which was
separated from the centre by the Chickahominy
River. Jackson was to bring his division from the
Valley and connect with Lee's left on the field of
battle, thus striking the Federals unexpectedly with
troops whose reputation had aready been made.
It was a daring and difficult plan, and in the end
it was only partially successful. When asked how
soon he could place his, command on the spot,
Jackson named a day which seemed to Longstreet
and others impossibly early. Speed was essential,
for the success of the plan depended on the surprise
of McClellan's lines by the Valley troops. In the
event Jackson was late. His troops left the Valley
in good time, bound they knew not whither, but
the roads were bad, the air of the lowlands sultry,
and bridges had been broken by the Federals.
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General A. P. Hill, after waiting in vain for Jackson's
arrival, judged it necessary to begin the battle and
was heavily repulsed ; the Confederate staff work
was bad and there was a lack of liaison officers;
Jackson probably (for accounts differ) mistook the
noise of Hill's battle and did not march to the sound
of the cannon ; it has even been suggested that he
was absorbed in prayer. But when at last he did
come into action the movement Was successful.
For seven days the battle raged before Richmond;
the watchers who stood on the high ground before
the State Capitol could s the smoke-clouds
gradually vanishing into the distance and speculate
on the fortunes of the battle from the sound of the
artillery, while the trains of ambulances pouring
into the city showed only too clearly the cost of
victory. The fighting, which began to the north
at Mechanicsville, swept through the swamps and
tangled undergrowth of the Chickahominy to Cold
Harbor and Gaines' Mill, thence across the river to
Seven Pines, White Oak Swamp, Frayser's Farm,
and Malvern Hill. When once Lee's attack had
developed and retreat had been decided upon
McClellan showed himself a skilful commander,
though his dispatches to Washington conveyed the
impression that the writer was on the brink of
eternity and that he and the army had been sacrificed
by civilian officials. His corps commanders, especi-
ally General Porter, fought well, and the men in
w75 N
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almost every instance displayed the greatest bravery.
The Federal base was successfully transferred to
the James River when Lee's attack had cut the
existing communications with White House, and
in the maze of badly mapped marshes and under-
growth, rendered more obscure by the shifting
fog of war, the Confederate armies failed to co-
operate again and again. McClellan'sright wing suc-
ceeded in crossing the Chickahominy without being
destroyed, the final Confederate attack on the strong
position of Malvern Hill was a costly failure, and
the Army of the Potomac safely reached an im-
pregnable position on the James River. But though
the Federal army was not broken as Lee had hoped
to break it, and though the Confederate losses had
been the greater, Lee's strategic victory was com-
plete ; the pressure on Richmond was released and
there was clearly nothing more to be feared from
McClellan in the Peninsula. Southern hopes, which
had sunk so low during the last six months, now rose
higher than ever before, and disappointment in the
North was correspondingly keen.

The Seven Days Battle before Richmond is more
than an isolated event in the war, for it gave to the
Confederacy a great general and a great army. The
army which fought as a body for the first time in
the swamps of the Chickahominy was destined to
become famous as the Army of Northern Virginia,
"that body of incomparable infantry', as it has
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been called, of which an historian has said, with
very little exaggeration, that for three years ' it
carried the rebellion on its bayonets\ The general
who was advanced to the supreme command after
the battle of Seven Pines, and who remained at
the head of his army so long as it had corporate
existence, might well be taken as an embodiment
of all that was best in the Southern States.

Robert Edward Lee has won the admiration and
affection of every one who has written or read the
history of the American Civil War. Far apart asthe
men are in habits of thought and gifts of mind, there
is yet something of the peculiar charm of Sir Thomas
More in Le€e's gentleness, in his imperturbable good
humour, and above all in the fortitude with which
he met every manner of disaster. Lee's character
was of a type rare in public life, but perhaps not
SO rare in private persons, so disciplined and with
its values so certain that while he could afford to
take the utmost interest in every affair of his life,
the eye of his mind was fixed on God, and all ese,
at the last resort, was shadow. No thinking observer
could enter his presence at head-quarters without
feeling that he was in the presence of some one
far greater and far nobler than himself. It was
indeed worth following Lee to the death, if need be.
He is undoubtedly the hero of the Southern cause
as Lincoln is of the Northern, and it is perhaps
significant of the nature of the struggle that the



and Second ZMan ass as 93

Northerner should be a man following an idea,
creating it, however imperfectly, in others, and
lifting them with him to a higher realization
of their destinies, while the Southerner, largely
out of sympathy with such ideas as were cur-
rent among his own people, gave his genius, his
energies, the result of a life's study, to the service,
in his own sphere of duty, of that cause which the
State of his ancestors had espoused. Perhaps it is
aso typical that the one found his way through the
problems of his time with no training and no share
in the wealth of the ages, but brought something
new into the life of nations, while the other, inherit-
ing the traditions and education of the Old World,
gave nothing to be of help to his countrymen in
solving their problems save that final solution of
all problems, the example of a perfect life.

Lee was descended from a branch of the old
English family of Lee, whose head was the Earl of
Lichfield, and to which Sir Henry Lee of Ditchley
belonged." He himself was a son of Light Horse
Harry Lee, the most able cavalry officer in the
Revolutionary armies, and thus became a general
of the Confederate States Army amost ninety
years after his father had attained field rank in the

! My authority for this statement is Lee Guide's Life of General
Lee (his uncle), but other writers deny that the Lees of Virginia
were descended from the Lees of Ditchley and | am told that the
present Lord Dillon of Ditchley denies the connexion.
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army of Washington. He was connected by birth
and marriage with the first families of his State,
with the family of Custis and with the family of
Washington. Hiscountry seat of Arlington, inherited
through his wife, and overlooking the wide Virginian
woods and the waters of the Potomac, was only
a few miles distant from the Federal capital which
took its name from the illustrious friend of Robert
Lee's father. Taught as a child to ride and to
shoot, he had not forgotten the proud Vitginian
tradition of State service, and he gave his manhood
to the Federal army, in Mexico, in garrison service
against the Indians, and latterly as superintendent
of the West Point military academy. He was
opposed to slavery and doubted the wisdom of
secession, but when the crisis came he felt that the
claim of his State was greater than that of the
United States government. When war seemed
certain he was summoned to the presence of General
Scott, who offered him the command of the United
States army about to invade Virginia. Lee refused
and resigned his commission, and left Arlington to
be seized by the enemies of the South, never again
to be the home of the Lees. He accepted a com-
mission in the Confederate army, and for a time was
engaged in minor operations in West Virginia;
then Davis summoned him to Richmond, where he
remained at the right hand of the President till
Johnston was wounded.
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When he gave his sword to the service of his State,
he gave it with aresolve that he would give no more.
There is little that is inspiring in the political
ideals of Davis's government, or in the conduct of
the administration at this time, and those who love
Lee can be glad that he was never drawn into the
stream of politics. For more than three years
President Davis could command the unhesitating
service of the greatest soldier of his day, and though
at almost any period within those three years his
resignation would have brought the house about the
ears of the administration at Richmond, his strategy
was perpetually thwarted by Davis, who on more
than one occason hastened the fall of the Con-
federacy by quarrellingwith its able soldiers. With
Robert Lee no man could quarrel, and he was deter-
mined that no personal motives should ever draw
him into apolitical struggle.

Reserved as Lee seemed in the early months of
the war to those who did not know him well, his
men and the country at large soon conceived a
deep affection for him—an affection which was
deepest in those who, like his staff, were in the closest
personal touch with him, or who had followed him
to a succession of victorious fields. He was known
to the army as Marse Robert or Uncle Robert, and
his appearance in any part of the lines was greeted
by awild burst of cheering. In his early manhood he
had been judged the handsomest man in the United
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States army, and years had given to his features an
extraordinary nobility and dignity. His appearance,
as it is described by so many in the narratives of
the war, days before the mind's eye—the grey
figure of the general erect in the saddle on his
favourite horse Traveller, the gauntleted hands
resting on the pommel, the eyes shaded by a broad
felt hat and fixed on the battle, the lines of his face
growing deeper as the sun of the Confederacy
darkened towards its setting.

Lee had the good fortune to be surrounded by
a group of able officers, many of whom would have
been worthy of a Marshal's baton in the armies of
Napoleon. Second only to Jackson in ability must
be named General J. E. B. Stuart, Lee's cavalry
leader of twenty-nine, the most picturesque figure
of the war. Young and handsome, with a charm in
his eyes that survives for us even in the poor photo-
graphs of the day, vigilant and speedy, high-spirited
and deeply religious, he combined as few have done
the wisdom and audacity needed in his arm of the
service. He clearly grasped the true functions of
cavalry in such a war—to screen the movements
of the army and to bring intelligence to its chiefs,
and, save for a few mistakes committed through
his love of daring, he discharged these duties faith-
fully totheend. Galloping hisblack charger through
the forests, waving his broad plumed hat in his hand
and singing—to his foe to come to meet him, to
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his friends to join the cavalry, and to his God to
aid his aams—he is the most gallant of that gallant
band of Virginian gentlemen who gavetheir livesfor
the South.

Other and lesser names become familiar to those
who follow the records of the campaigns—Long-
street, the ' old war-horse' as Lee called him, an
able general and best of fighters, but incurably slow
on the march ; Ewell, ' dear Dick Ewell \ with his
quaint medical beliefs and his profanity, sore trial
to Jackson ; thetwo Hills, D. H. the brother-in-law
of Jackson, and A. P. in his red battle-shirt ; the
fiery Jubal Early ; the knot of young Lees, in the
saddle with Stuart—all these and many more
worthy to rank with them surrounded Lee in the
field, as their statues to-day surround the great
equestrian statue of Lee at Richmond, a lasting
memorial to that city of the noble group of men who
defended her so long and so valiantly.

The Seven Days battle had been fought on the
last days of June and the first of July. When Lee
was satisfied that McClellan would cause no more
trouble in the Peninsula and that his position
there could not be profitably assaulted, he detached
Jackson to meet the Federal General Pope, who was
moving towards Richmond with the troops which
had been withheld by Lincoln for defending Wash-
ington and for trapping Jackson in the Valley.
Pope had come to Washington from a western

075 0
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command, and was by no means the most incom-
petent of the generas who were sent against Lee,
but from the moment of taking over his Virginian
army he had assumed a tone of boastful assurance
in all orders and dispatches which eveninthe North
came to be known as Pope's ' 'Ercles vein ." His
soldiers, he said, had been accustomed to s the
backs of their enemies, and he exhorted his new
command to study the probable line of retreat of
their opponents, and to leave their own to take care
of itself.

Jackson advanced north, and came into contact
with a division of the Federal army at Cedar
Mountain on August 9th, and succeeded in forcing
the enemy back, though only after he had restored
the fortunes of the day by rallying his troops in
person. Not till he was joined by Lee, freed from
the necessity of defending Richmond by the embarka-
tion of McClellan, was there any serious fighting.
Pope had advanced far into Virginia when Lee
cameintotouchwith his outposts, and the excellence
of the Confederate cavalry once more prevented
the Federal commander from being aware of his
enemy's whereabouts. A series of accidents pre-
vented Lee from developing his attack while Pope
was off his guard. Once warned, Pope wisely
permitted the enemy to see the backs of his soldiers,
and when he halted, he was in an unassalable
position behind the Rappahannock River. His
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army outnumbered Lees—he had some 70,000
against the Confederate 50,000—and he might at
any moment receive reinforcements from McClellan
or Washington which would raise his numbers to
100,000 and more. He seems to have thought that
a few days inaction in a strong position before
an enemy of inferior strength could have no ill
effects ; he had to learn how dangerous it was to
leave the initiative to Lee. Under the imperative
necessity of action before Pope's army should be
reinforced by McClellan's, Lee resolved on an
extremely daring plan of campaign, which, as he
himself admitted, would have been indefensible
had not the disparity in numbers between the
combatants been so great and so unalterable. At
a council of war, the details of which have never
been divulged, he decided to divide his small army
in the face of the enemy ; Jackson was to execute
aflank march through the mountains which should
place him astride Pope's communications; when
Pope turned, as Lee knew he would turn, to deal
with Jackson, Lee and Longstreet would follow
Jackson's line of march and join him on thefield of
battle. Military critics consider such a manoeuvre
the most daring in conception and difficult in execu-
tion of any that a commander can undertake. For
three or four days Lee's army would be divided by
more than a day's march, and if Pope divined the
plan he could easily overwhelm either division. The



100 The Seven Days

slightest mistake on Jackson's part might bring
disaster. But Lee could not afford to wait; he
knew Pope, and he knew Jackson. Bound they
knew not whither, screened by Stuart's horse and
animated by a sense that they were taking part in
a momentous enterprise, Jackson's division made
fifty-six miles in two days through the August
sunshine, and when at last they reached a summit
from which they could se the line of road and
railway that connected Pope with Washington they
found it undefended—Ieft to take care of itself, as
Pope had proclaimed that it would be. For a day
Jackson's starving and ragged troops looted the
magazines at Manassas Junction, where the supplies
were stored which the rich North could lavish
on her armies; then Pope was upon them, and
Jackson was faced with the difficult task of holding
the Federal army till Lee arrived to succour him.
At this point Pope's movements displayed the in-
decision which Lee, no doubt, had counted upon.
His divisions, marching in a new direction, became
entangled with their own baggage trains, and a
difference of opinion, never satisfactorily explained,
occurred between Pope and one of his divisional
commanders. The Federal army blundered past
Jackson near Manassas without being aware of his
presence, and when the two armies came into
collision it was on a field of the Confederate's
choosing. By a strange chance, due to no military
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value in the district, the battle was fought over the
well-wooded, undulating country which had seen
the first Federal defeat a year before. The Con-
federate line was about a mile distant from the
line of the Stonewall Brigade at the first battle of
Bull Run, and at right angles to it. The infantry
were in a strong position, protected along the whole
length of their line by the high embankments and
deep cuttings of an unfinished railway which ran
partly through woods, partly on the edge of a long
sope. The fighting lasted three days;, on the
evening of the first Jackson was joined by Lee, and
the second was spent in repelling the Federal
attacks, which arrived disjointedly, but were
stubbornly pressed home. Late in the afternoon
of the third day Lee launched his counter-attack
with no indecision, and Pope's army melted before
it. It would seem that the general was more de-
moralizedthanthemilitary situationfully warranted,
but the defeat was crushing, and Pope sought shelter
under the heavy guns of the Washington forts.
Pursuit was rendered impossible by the speed of the
retreat and by stormy weather.



Vi
SHARPSBURG AND EMANCIPATION

THE fortunes of the Confederacy were now at
the flood. The hopes of immediate success for the
Northern arms, which in April had seemed so
great, had now vanished altogether, and men were
now asking, not when the war would be ended,
but whether there were any hope at all of final
success.  The political opponents of the President
were taking heart, and suggestions were freely made
that the Union was not worth preserving at so dear
a price. Lincoln's agony during these long months
of ill-success was profound. We read of him sitting
in the telegraph office at Washington while the first
reports presaging defeat were coming through on
the wires, or reading Napoleon's commentaries far
into the night. He had no general whom he could
trust to make headway against Lee ; Pope had been
relieved of his command after Bull Run, and
McClellan, now back at Washington with the
Army of the Potomac, had already shown that he
was no match for his opponent. Jefferson Davis,
on the other hand, had seen the fighting pass from
before Richmond to the banks of the Potomac,
and now at last he agreed to Lee's demand that the
war should be carried into the enemy's country.
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It had long been an axiom with Southern politicians
that they were fighting a merely defensive war;
now at last Lee and Jackson convinced them that
a few disasters would not bring the North to terms,
and that the South, with her small population,
could not stand against the forces that Lincoln
would ultimately send against her. The only hope
was to press victory home and obtain decisive
military success within striking distance of the
Northerncities. Withthisendinview Lee marched
down the Valley of the Shenandoah at the beginning
of September and crossed the Potomac. The Con-
federacy was going north.

The army which followed Lee in his first invasion
of the North was now at the height of its fame, but
those who would pictureit as it was must remember
the unprecedented conditions in the Southern
States during the war. The Army of Northern
Virginiawas no carefully drilled and equipped body
as were the professional armies of Europe, or our
own army during even the most disastrous days of
the Great War. Many of the soldiers lacked boots
and socks, coats and blankets; their clothes were
in rags and filthy, alive with vermin; there was
nothing clean about them save the barrel of their
rifle. They were seldom properly fed and often
lived for days on ears of grain plucked on the march
or a few green apples taken from a wayside orchard.
The field hospitals were short of drugs, almost
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entirely without anaesthetics, and with blunted
surgical instruments which could not be replaced.
The artillery possessed few rifled guns and was
constantly surpassed in weight of metal, range, and
accuracy of fire. Such were the conditions in which
Lee and Jackson succeeded in achieving victory.
The invasion of Maryland had a political as well
as a military object. Maryland was a dave State,
linked by every tie of situation and sentiment with
the South, and it was hoped that the appearance
on her soil of the victorious Southern army would
at least secure many recruits for the cause, even
if it did not bring about the secesson of the State.

' The despot's heel is on thy shore,
Maryland, my Maryland !"

sang Lee's troops as they forded the Potomac,

4 Shebreathes! sheburns! she'll come, she'll come !

But Maryland did not come. The State which had
once refused to allow the passage of Northern troops
through Baltimore had seen eighteen months of
war. She had seen displayed the power of the North
and something of Lincoln's greatness, she now saw
the poverty of the Confederacy ; she remained still.

Meanwhile, with McClellan guarding Washington,
Lee developed his plans. Harper's Ferry, the
United States arsenal in Virginia which had been
the scene of John Brown's last exploit, and which
L ee had expected that McClellan would relinquish,
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had received orders from Halleck' at Washington
to hold out at all costs. Lee was thus forced either
to check his invasion while he invested Harper's
Ferry, or to divide his small army in the middle of
his campaign. Once more he chose the more
daring course ; the army was divided, and Jackson
was left to secure the surrender of the arsenal,
while Lee trusted in McClellan's downess and the
efficiency of Stuart's cavalry to prevent the Federals
from discovering his plans. All would doubtless
have been well but for an extraordinary accident.
A copy of Lee's confidential order to his divisional
commanders, explaining the division of the army
and the destination of each unit, was lost owing to
a piece of gross cardessness which has never been
explained, to be found by a Federal private wrapped
round some cigars in a billet lately vacated by the
Confederates, and immediately borne to McClellan.
Had he marched at once upon either part of the
divided army disaster must have overtaken Lee,
but he delayed, and Lee, warned of his advance,
was able to secure the junction of his armies, though
in a position where he would never have chosen to
fight had he been free to plan the campaign. Long-
street, indeed, was for retreat to Virginia, for Lee
had only some 41,000 against McClellan's 87,000,
but retreat would have forfeited all the moral
value of the invasion, and Lee realized that now
! The nominal Commander-in-Chief.
3075 P
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or never was the chance for a decisive Confederate
victory.! If McClellan's army could be demoralized
onthesoil of Maryland, north of Washington, there
was a hope that the North would give up the
struggle. Antietam was, in fact, as much as any
battle—quite as much as Gettysburg—the morally
decisive engagement of the war.

Lee's army, when first set in line of battle against
McClellan, was drawn up behind the Antietam
creek where it falls into the Potomac on the Mary-
land side of the river above Harper's Ferry. His
right rested on the river, his centre wes at the little
village of Sharpsburg, and his left was on the high
ground above the Potomac, where the river bends
back to the north. Thus despite the strength of the
position, it had the grave defect of givinglittlehope
of advance for a victorious, or retreat for a worsted
army, and during the progress of the battle engineers
were examining the bed of the river for suitable
places for fords in cese the worst should happen.
McClellan was slow, as aways, and neglected a
chance, on the first day of contact with Lee, of
overwhelming his force before his divisions were
assembled. On the following day, September 17th,

! General Maurice considers Lee's decision to fight at Antietam
a blunder. His authority is great, and it would be interesting to
learn his reasons for such an opinion in greater detail. To me it
sams that the political arguments againg a retreat, however
uccessful, were very strong.
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he attacked in full force, hurling division after
division piecemeal at Lee's left flank, where the
white Dunkard church on the Hagerstown turnpike
marked the centre of Jackson's position. The Con-
federate artillery was hopelessly outfought, but
the Southern soldiers, fighting behind fences, down
lanes, and among copses, held their ground, though
at fearful loss. Later in the day the attack fell
uponLee'scentreand right. The slaughter was enor-
mous, and the Bloody Lane of Sharpsburg, where
D. H. Hill's troops were posted, earned a place
in the annals of the war which it was to share with
the Peach Orchard of Gettysburg and the Bloody
Angle of Spottsylvania. In the afternoon a deter-
mined advance by Burnside's division was only
checked by A. P. Hill's division coming into battle
after a march of seventeen miles. The Confederate
counter-strokes were costly, but Lee's handling of
his troops was masterly; the Confederate line
remained firm and neither Jackson nor Longstreet
gave up hope of a decisive victory till the afternoon.
By evening Lee had lost no less than a quarter of
his effectives in dead and wounded, and when the
night, desired by general and soldier aike on either
side of the Antietam, fell over the battlefield, and
“the thunder of the firing ceased, the space between
the two armies in the darkness was full of sound,
the groaning and tossing of the thousands of wounded
lying thick upon the fields. When his generals
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reported to Lee as he sa his horse late at night,
they were unanimous for retreat; even Jackson
shared the prevailing depression. He had nevei
before, he said, had to fight such odds. Lee aone
was unshaken. ' Gentlemen/ he said, rising in his
stirrups, 'we will not retreat. * All next day he
offered battle to McClellan, and the Federals, awed
by their own terrible losses, made no move. Only
on the third day, when he learnt that McClellan
was being reinforced and that his own artillery was
outclassed, did Lee order a retreat across the
Potomac. The movement was unmolested and
McClellan made no determined effort at pursuit.
Both armies had, in fact, been fought to a standstill

As a move in the military game, the day of
Sharpsburg had been a tactical success to Lee, but
the campaign as a whole was indecisive where
indecision was fatal to the South. The sombre
battle of Antietam has, however, a significance
in American history greater than its military im-
portance alone would warrant. Since the begin-
ning of the war Lincoln had been harassed by an
influential section of public opinion, largely in
New England, and by indiscreet generals such as
Frémont and Butler, to make some clear move
against slavery. Though he was opposed to the

! Itisworth noting with Gen. Maurice (p. 162) that during the
campaign of Sharpsburg one of Lee's arms was broken, the othe:
usdess, owing to an accident.
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institution as deeply as any contributor to the
Liberator he had aways maintained that opposition
should be constitutional, and that he was not making
war against slavery but against secesson. In the
first year of the war he had to revoke several military
proclamations emancipating daves, and in this very
summer of 1862 he had defined his position to those
who accused him of favouring slavery. He would,
he said, be willing to free all daves, or some daves,
or no daves, if so the Union could be saved. He was
above all resolved to do nothing that might seem
to be aimed against the rights of the Southern
people. "I shall do nothing in malice ;"' he wrote,
"what | deal with is too vast for malicious dealing.'

The immediate occasion of his change of policy
was a question of military expediency. The occupa-
tion of much Confederate territory brought many
thousands of negroes, both inhabitants and fugitives,
within the Northern lines. As private property
of Southern citizens they could not be removed or
put to any extensive use by Northern commanders.
Lincoln decided that their value to the South and
North from a military and economic point of view
justified his emancipating them, just as he might
declare all Southern horses or sheep liable to con-
fiscation. As far as words went, his proclamation
was no more than such a declaration. In fact, the
declaring of all Southern daves to be emancipated
was far more, and Lincoln was perfectly aware that
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it was far more. The Proclamation of Emancipa-
tion, if allowed to stand, would for ever abolish the
institution of slavery in the Southern States from
the point of view of the Federal government. Its
immediate effect, as Lincoln realized, might be
small. As long as the Confederacy stood, Lincoln's
proclamation would be little more than ' the Pope's
Bull to the comet ." But when once a vanquished
or repentant Southern State sought readmission
to the Union, she would do so with no daves within
her borders.

The objections to the step were obvious. It
would crystallize the political opposition to the
President in the North, and would seem to stultify
many of his own conciliatory declarations of the
past. It would close the door against any hope of
compromise with the seceded States, and thus
deprive Lincoln or his successors of all means of
-ending the war without complete defeat or complete
victory. The right of the President to make any
declaration of such tremendous constitutional con-
sequence was certain to be questioned if the adminis-
tration fell upon bad days. Its immediate military
value would bear little proportion to the vast issues
raised. But Lincoln, withhiswider vision, had seen
that no compromise with the South was any longer
to be hoped for; that the North was, in effect,
fighting the battle of freedom, and the time had
come for the motto of freedom to be inscribed on
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her battle-flags, for the raising of her own ideas
and for a testimony to the rest of the world; that
the moment had come for a statesman to show
creative wisdom without too nice a thought for the
letter of the constitution. Lincoln deserves his
proud title of Liberator, for it was he, and he alone,
who took that decisive step which did in fact give
freedom to the millions of negro daves in the
Southern States. He deserves a high place among
the statesmen of his own and every other country
because he aone had the vision to se and the
resolution to accomplish, at the risk of his own
political downfall, a design which was of the greatest
benefit to his country and to the cause of humanity
all over the world. He realized that the war which
could not have been justly declared against slavery,
was in reality so due to the existence of slavery that
it would be the greatest of tragedies if slavery
survived it, and he took the responsibility of pro-
fiting by the abnormal conditions to cut the Gordian
knot which previous generations of lesser men had
tried in vain to unravel, and in which generations
to come would have found a task well-nigh beyond
their powers.

The actual promulgation of his decision was long
deferred. When Lincoln had first declared his
intention of emancipating Southern daves, Seward,
his Secretary of State, had convinced him that the
disastrous period of McClelland retreat from the
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Peninsula was no time for such a step, and he was
so conscious of the gravity of his action that he
postponed for along timethe final decision. Finally,
as he himself has told us, harassed by doubt in the
dark days after the second battle of Manassas, and
trusting that God would give light to him in whose
hand He had placed the responsibility of a decision,
he resolved to take as a sign for action any military
success that should drive Lee back across the
Potomac. In answer to his prayer, as it seemed,
came the news of Antietam. Without waiting
for the issue of the campaign, he took the final step.
It is aways hard, even for those who believe most
firmly in a divine guidance of the universe, to
satisfy themselves or others that any single event
can be taken as the act of God overriding for an
instant the operation of those secondary causes—
the abilities and powers of individuals or peoples—
who may themselves be supposed to be working out
His designs. As Lincoln himself wrote, ' He could
have saved the Union without a human contest.
He could give thefinal victory to either side any day.
Yet the contest proceeds. Nevertheless, for those
who have any belief in the purposive guidance of
the world, who realize the magnitude of Lincoln's
decision, who s him as the leader of a great people
asking for a sign from the Lord of Hosts, and who
then read the remarkable story of the campaign of
Sharpsburg, it is hard to dismiss the conviction that
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a hand mightier than Lee's was shaping the march
of events and watching over the carnage of those
fateful September days.

The scene at .the Cabinet meeting when the
President announced his decision has often been
described.. Lincoln, after reading the latest paper
of Artemus Ward to his ministers, restive or amused,
declared that his mind was made up and that he
was about to issue a proclamation freeing all those
who were held to slavery in rebel territory on the
1« of January following. He asked of his advisers
no more than that they should suggest any altera-
tions of detail in the wording of the document. He
aso told them of his vow to issue the proclamation
after military success had crowned Northern arms.
They made a few suggestions, and the document
was issued. It may well have been the most decisive
event in American history since the Declaration of
Independence.

For the moment, the Proclamation had little
effect. Indeed, all that it accomplished inthe North,
to outward seeming, was to give the Democratic
party a tangible reason for opposing Lincoln's
administration, and had he failed to secure re-elec-
tion in 1864 it would have been largely due to this
momentous decision. To the South it came as
"~ a confirmation of their worst fears, and gave some
ground for the cry that Lincoln was striving to
stir up a servile insurrection, though indeed nothing

3075 Q
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was farther from his thoughts. In the nature of
the case, the Proclamation could not but remain
inoperative while the South, as a strong man armed,
posesed its halls, but it is no small testimony to
the slave-holders that even in the terrible days of
the spring of 1865 the daves remained in perfect
submission. Its force would tell only on the day
when the South negotiated for peace either at
Washington or on the field of battle, and there was
nothing to prevent any scheme of compensation or
gradual political enfranchisement from being adopted.
But the step taken after Antietam was morally de-
cisive, though lawyers might doubt its technical
legality. No subsequent government of a vic-
torious North would dare to revoke it, and that
finest type of Northern volunteer, who looked upon
the Virginian woods through the eyes of Walt Whit-
man, or who carried a volume of Emerson in his
haversack, could feel that the war he was fighting
was a holy war, and that in a sense far deeper than
his comrades were aware of, the spirit of John
Brown was more powerful than his bodily presence
had been.

Such were the moral and political results of the
battle of Sharpsburg. Its military consequences
were less striking. McClellan made no serious
attempt to pursue Lee, despite Lincoln's pleading,
and while the Army of the Potomac lay inactive,
Stuart for the second time performed the feat
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of riding completely round it. A large force of
Federal cavalry, augmented from each fresh quarter
disturbed by the enemy, followed on his track, but
by skilful riding and the device of sending fase and
contradictory reports of his whereabouts to his
pursuers from every telegraph station he passed,!
he was able to return safely to his army. This ride
proved the immediate occasion of McClellan's
removal from the command of the Army of the
Potomac, a post in which his political opposition
to the Proclamation of Emancipation was fast ren-
dering him intolerable to the President. He was
replaced by Burnside, the ranking corps commander,
a brave but entirely undistinguished soldier, whose
only campaign against Lee met with a disaster far
more complete than any which had as yet resulted
from the downess of McClellan.

! Itis typical of Stuart that in the course of the raid he got into
telegraphic communication with the authorities at Washington
and commented unfavourably on the quality of the supplies which
had come into his possession.
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LEE, in view of his meagre numbers, had with-
drawn from Northern Virginia and had gone
into winter lines on a range of hills overlooking the
town of Fredericksburg and the river Rappahannock,
with his army thrown across railway and road
leading south to Richmond. If he was to win a
decisive success against the Federal army, a position
farther south, where his army could have manoeuvred
more freely, would probably have been more advis-
able, but political reasons made the Richmond
government unwilling to sacrifice solarge aterritory
to the enemy. His position was naturally strong and
works had rendered it impregnable, but the river
and its banks, which were the strength of Lee's
line, would tell equally in favour of the Federals
as soon as a Confederate victory should make an
advance possible. Military critics are of opinion
that Burnside with his superior numbers could have
turned the enemy's line without great difficulty, and
might even have forced it in severa places, but it was
not at one of these places that Burnside undertook,
in the depth of winter, to develop a frontal attack.

The battle of Fredericksburg,* fought amid snow
and mists in the middle of December, was the

! For the site of the battle sse map, p. 139.
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heaviest defeat that the North had yet suffered.
After two days spent in bridge building, under
fire from Confederate sharpshooters, Burnside moved
to the assault. The enemy's artillery was to a great
extent silenced by the Federal guns, but it was idle
to suppose that Lee and Jackson, who had defeated
Pope and McClellan when all the advantages of
ground were with the Federals, would allow them-
sves to be driven from such a position as that of
Fredericksburg. On the extreme right of his line,
where some Confederate troops advanced too rashly,
Jackson was for a time hard pressed, but in front of
Longstreet, where Burnside pressed the assault in
the greatest strength, his men, though advancing
with the utmost bravery, never succeeded in reach-
ing the long stone wall behind which the Con-
federate line was posted." Two anecdotes are told
of this day which help to illustrate the characters
of the Southern commander and his lieutenant.
Lee, who directed the fight from the hill which
now bears his name, was struck by the majesty of
the hard-fought battle. 'It is well that war is so
terrible," he said, ' ese we would grow too fond of
it." On the same evening, some members of his
staff asked Jackson how it would ever be possible
for the South to overcome the North. ' Kill them,
sir, kill every man,' answered the general.

! The Confederates log 4,200 men, the Federals 12,700 (Hen-
derson, ii. 501).
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After two days indecision Burnside recrossed the
river, and the weskness of the Confederate position
appeared, for the strength of the Federal lines on
the opposite bank made a counter-attack impossible.
Burnside attempted one more manoeuvre, which
entailed a march through miles of well-nigh im-
passable mud, but his men had never trusted him
and were on the verge of mutiny. The Army of
the Potomac was indeed at the low ebb of its
fortunes. The long and unsuccessful war had raised
feelings of weariness and distrust which only the
personality of McClellan had been able to allay;
under Burnside discipline was relaxed to an alarm-
ing extent. As many as half the men of some of
his corps were absent without leave ; many were
pursuing their ordinary callings at home; trains
bound north were full of soldiers escaping in
disguise. To us who know the later history of the
war, and who can s clearly all the advantages of
the North, it is a little hard to appreciate how
hopeless the outlook seemed in the year which
followed McClellan's debacle in the Peninsula.
Lincoln's anxiety was intense and continual. ' If
there is any one outside perdition', he once said,
"who suffers more than | do, | am sorry for him.'
He had seen no less than four great armies of invasion
stagger back broken and bleeding from the encounter,
and against four defeats he could only set the drawn
battle of Antietam, where the Federal army had
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caught Lee's small force at a disadvantage. Upon
him rested the appointment of commanders;, he
had appointed several, but he had not yet found
a man who could win battles. There was nothing
to show that the country as a whole would have
the determination to fight the war to a finish or
would endure Lincoln for much longer as their
leader. Meanwhile, the loss of life was immense, and
to all appearances fruitless.

These domestic misfortunes were complicated by
the unfriendly behaviour of two European Powers
of the first rank. We have seen how nearly Lincoln
found himself involved in a war with England over
the Trent affair. The peaceful solution arrived at
had done little to improve the state of English
opinion regarding the North. The upper dasss,
taken as a whole, were decidedly hostile to the cause
of the Union from avariety of motives. Englishmen
recalled that a century had not yet passed since the
colonists of New England had demanded for them-
sves the right of separating from the Mother
Country, and could not restrain a certain satisfac-
tion at seeing the proud republic in trouble ; dislike
of American business methods and materialistic
views was common, and had found expression in
arecently published novel of Dickens.! Beyond this,
feeling among the upper dases in England was then,
as it still is, in sympathy with a graded or aristo-

! Martin Chuzdewit appeared in 1844,
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cratic state of society, and this it could see existing
in the South in much the same way as in England,
while the North had been in the habit of parading
its democratic citizenship. Predisposed asthey were,
for these and similar reasons, the English governing
dases found their sympathy kindled into enthusiasm
by the dramatic turn which the war had taken
during McClellan's advance upon Richmond and
by a genuine admiration for the character and genius
of the Southern leaders.

At the opening of hostilities, the Washington
government had endeavoured to treat Confederates
in ams as rebels against the Federal authorities,
and therefore not entitled to belligerent rights, but
threats of reprisals from Richmond had caused a
change of policy, and the vast scde of the conflict
soon led the Powers aso to accord belligerent rights
to the warships of the Confederacy. Jefferson Davis
earnestly desired a further step, the recognition of
the Confederacy as a sister Power by England and
France. There is little doubt that, had this been
secured, pressure could have been brought upon
Washington from Europe to come to some peaceful
settlement with the South—in other words, to grant
her independence—and it was fear of this that made
English sympathy for the South seem so sinister to
Lincoln.

His fears were not misplaced, for on more than
one occasion the English government was within
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an ace of recognizing the Confederacy. Lord John
Russell, the Foreign Secretary, under Lord Palmer-
ston, the Prime Minister, was more than favourably
disposed to the South, and Gladstone, then
Chancellor of the Exchequer, was said to have sub-
scribed liberally to the Confederate Loan, and on
more than one occasion expressed his sympathy in
a public speech. The matter was brought up at
Cabinet meetings in the period of Northern despair
after the Second Manassas, but a sense of friendship
for the North prevented a decision being taken.
Had Lee won a decisive victory at Sharpsburg in
September, or again at Gettysburg in the following
July, there is little doubt that the Confederacy
would have been recognized by the British govern-
ment, and England would not have been alone, for
Napoleon |11, who was at this time intent on
furtheringtheill-starred attempt to found aMexican
Empire from Europe, realized that it was all to his
interest that the powerful republic to the north
should be in no position to enforce the Monroe
Doctrine.

Strangely enough, the warmest support to the
cause of the Union in England came from that
section of the population most hardly hit by the
struggle. The cotton operatives of Lancashire,
who were thrown out of employment by the cutting
off of supplies of raw cotton from the South, could
have brought pressure to bear on the government

307s R
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in favour of intervention. Instead, they passed
resolutions of sympathy with the North in her
struggle against slavery, under the inspiration of
~John Bright, who was ardent in his support of the
cause of the Union. Such men a Mill and the
young John Morley, and many who admired the
literature of New England or detested the name
of slavery, were of the same opinion as John Bright,
but the prevailing spirit among the governing dasses
is undoubtedly seen in the pages of their organ, The
- Times newspaper, which was consistently in sympathy
with the South, and in the sarcasm that was heaped
upon Lincoln in that other paper, the London
Punchy which has ever remained a most faithful
mirror of conservative public sentiment.

France, as was to be expected, took far less interest
in the struggle than England. The secular policy
of France is to look eastward, and the combatants
were not blood of her blood, speaking her language.
The interest of the Emperor of the French was
prompted purely by personal motives, but it was
strong, and after Fredericksburg he desired the
British government to join with him in bringing
pressure to bear upon Lincoln. Such French thought
as concerned itself with the war tended to favour
the party of freedom, and the exiled Victor Hugo,
whose heart was always stirred by the mere mention
of slavery, added John Brown's exploit at Harper's
Ferry to a list of noble blows struck for freedom
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in his novel Les Misérables, which appeared at this
time.

As if he had not troubles in plenty, Lincoln, soon
after the battle of Fredericksburg, received the
resignation of Burnside, who had always felt ill at
eexe under the weight of his responsibility. Once
more the President had to choose a genera to face
Lee, and once more his choice fell upon one of those
brave men of mediocre abilities who so abounded in
the Army of the Potomac. General Hooker,
" Fighting Joe Hooker', as he was called, had recently
ventured to suggest that the State needed a dictator,
and Lincoln, on his appointment, wrote one of
his typical and inimitable letters of advice. No
dictator, he said, could hold office without military
success, if Hooker achieved this success, the President
would be willing to risk the dictatorship. Hooker
took the rebuke in good part, and proceeded to re-
form his army ; but before we consider his campaign
inVirginiaitwill bewell to glance at another theatre
of the war where events were moving to a decisive
crisis. -

It has already been remarked that the Mississippi
was the frontier of civilization at this time. Such
a remark is only partially true, for three rebel and
three loyal States* lay beyond the river, capable

! This number, of course, does not include California and

Oregon, States separated from the rest of the Union by an ocean
of prairie.
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of sending men and supplies in great quantities to
the combatants, but it holds good in so far as these
States lacked the communications and populous
centres of civilization, and once the important
waterway was held, even loosely, by a hostile force
they might be entirely disrégarded. Thus it was
possible for a combined naval and military force of
the North to achieve a far greater work here than
on the vast open lands of Tennessee or Kentucky,
and Northern commanders had not been slow to
realize the fact. Farragut had held the mouth of
the river since April 1862, and had pushed his way
upwards, and a force of infantry and river-craft had
moved downwards from Ohio to Island No. 10.
But the immense possibilities of a river campaign
were first seen clearly by Grant, who had been at
somewhat of a loose end with his army in Kentucky
during the greater part of the year 1862.

Were it not that romantic is a word scarcely
predicable of anything connected with Grant, his
career might well be described as the most romantic
episode of this great war. Lincoln and Davis, Lee
and Jackson, were all men of some reputation in
1860. Ulysses Simpson Grant was at that time
a man of middle age, with a few memories of his
old army life and no prospects, lounging round
aleather storein Illinois, not infrequently inliquor,
and peddling cords of wood into St. Louis when
business at the store was dack. Yet it was reserved
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for this man to win the decisive success in each of
the three most important theatres of war, to be
twice elected President of the United States, and
to deep in death at the heart of the greatest city
of the continent, where millions in the ages to come
must mark his resting-place and spesk his ‘name.
We may indeed say with perfect fairness that
fortune favoured him as she did no other general
or statesman of his time. As a man of thought and
action he was infinitely smaller than Lincoln, and
as a general he was of a dlass below Lee. Neverthe-
less, in a democracy such as the United States, such
a brilliant record in a man unsupported by wealth
cannot be merely, or even mainly, the result of
good fortune, and though as a character Grant is
utterly devoid of charm, there is a frankness, an
honesty, and a trust of others visible in his actions
that isvery engaging. As ageneral he had what Lee
never had, adeguate and even abounding resources to
work with; hewasaways capable, without ever rising
tothelevel of genius, except perhapsbeforeVicksburg.
The quality which was the secret of his success and
which did indeed deserve full recognition at the
hands of his countrymen was the strength with
which, from the beginning of the war, he pursued
the end he had in view—the extermination of the
rebellion by decisive military success. The means
he took were often tentative, and any good results
which came from them corresponded to his wishes
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rather than to his expectations, but his progress
towards his end was never tentative; whether or
not he might be superseded in his command owing
to failure or jealousy Grant left to providence ; his
confidence in the necessity and possibility of the
military overthrow of the South never wavered,
and from the pursuit of this end hewould be drawn
away neither by temporizing Southern nor by
electioneering Northern politicians, neither by the
prospect of personal advancement nor by the sight
of the most sanguinary losses.

Grant has told us—and nothing in his life as
a general belies his word—that it was not his way to
force himself to the front; as he says in one of the
most attractive pages of his Memoirs, it was his
belief that a man should do his duty in the sphere of
action given him by his superiors, making no attempt
to transfer himself elsewhere. Such a mode of
thought, so alien to the minds of most European
men of action, and derived in part from the Puritan
realization that men's ways are in the hand of God,
sits well upon the humble, simple, manly Grant, and
stamps him as a true American. In his case the call
was not long delayed, and towards the end of 1862,
with fairly adequate forces, with a loyal and com-
petent naval officer, and a more than competent
second in command, Sherman, whose merits Grant
was the first to perceive and the last to minimize,
he took over the armies of the West and began
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the campaign which was to end with the fall of
Vicksburg.

The fighting on the great rivers and their many
creeks and branches was perhaps the most unique
and individualistic of any in this most manifold war.
The life in the up-river towns and plantations has
been fully described by more than one American
writer in all its picturesque details, and it remains
one of the aspects of American life that has changed
least with the passage of years. Nowadays, indeed,
the grain and cattle States of the Middle West and
the fertile, populous country beyond the mountains
have reached an importance undreamt of in 1860,
and their people and merchandise cross the great
rivers in their passage from West to East as they
might cross a hundred other streams. Then, owing
to the start which steamboats had got upon railways,
and to the fact that the old French colonization, as
well as the later American settlement, had pro-
ceeded upstream, the people dwelling on the banks
looked south to New Orleans, whence the lines of
steamboats ran, as the gate to the outer world,
rather than to the Eastern States, which were as
yet scarcely in railway communicationwiththeriver
settlements. But the great river remains the same,
then as now, and the white steamboats have changed
but little—their tall smokestacks, their big wheels,
their boiler-decks and texas, their bellsand their glow-
ing furnace-doors by night—and the levees remain,
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with the baes of cotton and the troops of negroes
singing as they take the cargoes aboard, and a few
of the old houses remain, to give Southern hospitality
and dancing through the short nights of June.
Worse ground for campaigning than the banks of
the Mississippi can hardly be imagined. The fall
of the land through the vast central plain of the
continent is so slight that the river winds in great
doubling curves throughout almost the whole of
its length, and below itsjunction with the Missouri
divides continually into a maze of smaller channels,
creeks, and lakes, often among dense forests and
undergrowth, while for the last few hundred miles
of its course the low-lying cotton fields, separated
only by a system of dykes and levees from the river,
are at its mercy if the season is a wet one and the
levees are untended, as they were throughout the
war. For warfare on the river itself neither side
could do more than adapt the craft of peace-time,
and all the skill of the pilots was needed to navigate
even the lightest boat among the innumerable bars
and crossings, where the current sets from bank to
bank. Such naval engagements as took place were
fought between the big river-steamers navigated
by their old pilots. The hulls were unarmoured,
and as boilers and steam-pipes were far above water-
level, a chance shot might cause a terrible explosion ;
the only protection was in most cases a rampart
of cotton-bales. The boats carried no heavy artillery,
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and the battles were a series of manoeuvres for
position against the changing currents, with steam
pressure maintained at a dangerous height, followed
by an attempt to ram and a battle of shell and small
arms, or along chase through the winding bayous.

Grant's design was to sweep down the river from
Cairo and ultimately join hands with naval forces
ascending from New Orleans. Great as was the
distance to be covered, the obstacles to be overcome
were for the most part not overwhelming, and a few
actions in the lower and upper reaches soon cleared
the greater part of the river, which was in no sense
fortified as a regular frontier would have been.
Only at one or two points, where the nature of the
ground, the situation of a town, and the necessity
of holding communications with the opposite shore
made defence imperative, had the Confederates
succeeded in erecting works which could command
the waterway and resist a land attack, but even one
such stronghold was sufficient to prevent the Federals
from sweeping the river. Such a point was in fact
found in the fortified town of Vicksburg, which,
together with Port Hudson, 100 miles below, main-
tained Confederate control over a long stretch of
the Mississippi. The capture of this position ac-
cordingly became Grant's chief object as early as
December 1862.

The situation of Vicksburg was admirably suited
to a stubborn defence. The Mississippi rarely

307s S
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approaches the higher ground which bounds its
broad valley, and in consequence the Federal
gunboats, working up from New Orleans, had been
ableto overpower thelow-lying batteries at fortified
points, but at Vicksburg a line of hills two hundred
feet high comes up to the river, and when Porter
fought his way past the place to make connexion
with Grant he found that his guns could make
little impression on the Confederate cannon in the
works far above him. The town lay on the east
bank of the river, and was the terminus of a west-
bound line of railway which was resumed on the
farther bank. It occupied a line of low bluffs
against which the stream washed for a mile or more ;
this reach was therefore completely dominated by
its water-batteries. Moreover, its position at the
apex of a large bend of the river enabled its guns to
sweep each approaching reach of water, while a
reflex bend of the stream above the town was aso
within distant gunshot.

Grant realized at once that a direct attack on the
water-front was out of the question, and his first
attempt to penetrate the Confederate lines on the
landward side from the north only resulted in the
disastrous reverse of Chickasaw Bayou. His forces
were as yet insufficient to invest the town and repel
the attacks of relieving Confederate armies, especially
as his base, which relied on river transport, was of
necessity on the western bank of the river and above
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the town. No campaign shows Grant to better
advantage than that of Vicksburg; even in these
early stages we may well think that no other com-
mander would have had the tenacity and force of
character to cling to such an unpromising position.
As the capture of the town seemed for the present
impossible, he exhausted his ingenuity in devising
and attempting alternative schemes. Most of these
. turned upon a hope of finding a navigable waterway
from north to southwhich should not be commanded
by the guns of Vicksburg, and much time and energy
was spent by his troops in felling cedars and under-
growth in the dense forest, with the design of
opening up one of the multitudinous creeks that
interlace the country on both sdes of the mainriver.
Many more distant waterways were aso surveyed,
and Grant conceived the idea of effecting artificially
what had often resulted naturally elsewhere from
theflood-waters of the great river making a cut-off
across the thin neck of land at the base of a long
bend. He hoped thus to reduce the river before
Vicksburg to a mere backwater, and to open up
for traffic a channel across the neck of the bend
beyond the range of the Vicksburg water-batteries.
Such a hope was by no means fantastic, and the
river since his day has made the cut-off desired by
Grant, but at the time the attempt failed, owing to
the st of the currents and a series of disastrous
floods, and April found Grant very nearly where
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December had left him. His activity and persever-
ance during these wearing months are beyond praise,
but his many abortive schemes have been severely
criticized. He himself in his Memoirs ingenuously
confesses that he never expected them to succeed,
but that he felt the necessity of keeping his men
employed till reinforcements and better weather
should come with the spring.

Meanwhile, attention in North and South alike
was being riveted on important events in Northern
Virginia. After Fredericksburg both ddes had
Separated to recruit their strength. Lee had lost
many of his best soldiers for ever on the hard-fought
fields of Manassas and Sharpsburg, and could do
nothing but stand on the defensive till he was
joined by new troops raised and trained during the
winter months, and till clothes and equipment—
so hard to come by in the beleaguered South—were
supplied to his whole army.* The opposing Army
of the Potomac had, indeed, enough, and more than
enough, of equipment and ammunition, but con-
tinued defeat and the proved incompetence of
successve commanders had ruined its spirit and
discipline. Hooker, the new general, had spent
more than three months in restoring the efficiency
of his army ; he had been successful in his task, and

Y It is perhaps worth mentioning, for the ske of readers un-
familiar with the conditions of the Southern armies, that in no
single campaign could boots be supplied to all Leg's soldiers.
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early in May prepared to advance upon Richmond in
force. He was aware that Lee's army was greatly
inferior to his own in numbers, and hoped that the
Confederates would withdraw upon Richmond so
as to join hands with the garrison of the city and
shorten the army's communications. Lee, in fact,
had only some 62,000 with which to face the 120,000
that Hooker had at his disposal, but the country
over which the campaign was to be fought, though
highly unsuitable for the movements of any great
army, presented many features favourable to the
Confederates. It was deeply wooded, and hence
entirely impracticable for the artillery of the day,
which could do little more than guard the roads and
clearings; thus the Federal superiority in this arm
was largely neutralized. The roads through the
forest were few, and the cross tracks hopelessly
confused ; there were no reliable maps for Hooker's
staff. Many of the Confederate officers, on the
other hand, knew the district of old and could
profit by its mazes; every dweller in every village
and lonely cabin was ready to act as a guide, and the
superior efficiency and daring of the Confederate
horse could tell to the full. The full significance of
the events in the Chancellorsville campaign cannot
be grasped without reference to a detailed map of
the country, but a few of its main features must be
indicated in any account of the war.

Lee was still occupying, at the wish of President
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Davis, the impregnable lines on the heights above
Fredericksburg, and Hooker had no mind to repeat
Burnside's disaster. As he possessed far superior
forces, it was aways open to him to outflank Lee
and threaten his communications with Richmond,
for the natural defence of the rivers Rappahannock .
and Rapidan, which contributed so greatly to
strengthening Lee's position, was equally an obstacle
to any design of the Confederates upon the com-
munications of a divided Federal army. Hooker
therefore decided to place the larger part of his
force on Lee's left flank, and threaten his com-
munications far to the rear with cavalry, while the
remainder of his army made a demonstration in
force upon Lee's lines at Fredericksburg. Thus it
was thought that in whatever direction Lee con-
centrated his troops he would be bound to leave
one of his flanks dangerously weak, and there the
attack could be pressed, but it was Hooker's opinion
—a very natural one under the circumstances—that
Leewould at once withdraw without giving battle.
Hooker's plan of campaign, unlike that of his
predecessors, was sound, and, up to a point, well
developed, but the campaigns of the previous year
do not seem to have impressed upon him that Lee
and Jackson were masters of the art of war, ready
to seize upon the least mistake and entirely unwilling
to be manoeuvred into quitting a position and
leaving the initiative to their enemies. However,
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for the moment it was hard to sse how any reason-
able plan of campaign could fail, if carried through
with moderate care by the undoubtedly fine Army
of the Potomac against an enemy with half their
numbers, and on the last day of April Hooker had
succeeded in transferring 70,000 of his men across
the Rappahannock and had placed them in the
rear of Lee's lines, while his cavalry, 10,000 strong,
were sweeping down upon the railway and roads
which brought Lee's supplies from Richmond.

The tract of country known as the Wilderness,
in the depths of which the vast army of Hooker
was now engaged, was singularly unfavourable to
the quick passage of troops. It consisted for the
most part of gently undulating land covered with
a dense forest of pine and oak, ash and walnut,
abounding in belts of thick undergrowth, and
intersected by countless small streams and swampy
dingles. The woods drew apart, here and there,
from the rare clearings, where some fields surrounded
a lonely farmstead, a wayside tavern, or one of the
log meeting-houses and graveyards which figure as
landmarks in so many battles of the war. Such
clearings there were round Chancellorsville, the
large porticoed mansion of the Chancellor family,
Dowdall's tavern on the main road, the Wilderness
Church, and Fairview Cemetery. Side-tracks and
rides existed in plenty through the forest, but of
good roads from north to south there were none;
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only from east to west the Wilderness was traversed
by the turnpike road to Fredericksburg, by another
road—the Plank Road ' of the battle narratives—
and by the track of an unfinished railway. Never-
theless, on the last day of April, Sedgwick had
crossed the river at Fredericksburg, more than half
the Army of the Potomac was firmly established in
the woods about Chancellorsville, and Lee's position
had become acutely dangerous.

Had Hooker realized the value of speed and pressed
on his advance at all costs, aided by an attack before
Fredericksburg, it is hard to sse how Lee could have
escaped. At best, he would have been forced to
make a precipitate retreat before the toils closed
wholly round him. Unfortunately for the Federal
army, communication between its separated wings
was uncertain owing to breakdowns in the field
telegraph, and neither Sedgwick before Fredericks-
burg nor Hooker in the Wilderness trusted his own
and his colleague's abilities sufficiently to carry the
plan forward in the dark, as Lee and Jackson had
so often done. Hooker, besides, was hindered by
the absence of any information as to the movements
of the Confederate army. General Stuart, in
command of Lee's cavalry, had never shown to
better advantage. While the greater part of the

! These ' Plank' or ' Corduroy' roads, as their name suggests
had a covering of timber in place of metalling, as opposed to the
turnpike roads.
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Federal horse was away to the South, engaged on -
a raid which could have no immediate moral effect
on Lee and could not directly influence the events
in the Wilderness, Stuart had engaged and defeated
the rival squadrons opposed to him, and his patrols
held every road and clearing in the forest, forming
an impenetrable screen in front of the advancing
Federals, through which no information could pass,
and behind which Stuart's gallopers could reach
Lee in perfect eemse. Thus it happened that while
the columns of the Army of the Potomac were
feeling their way cautiously down the turnpike and
plank roads towards the rear of Lee's position, they
were suddenly met by a heavy Confederate counter-
attack. Hooker would have been well advised to
press his advance at whatever immediate loss, for as
long as he attacked, Lee would be forced to retain
his army along the Federal front, where his numbers
left him at atactical disadvantage ; instead, Hooker
fell back, and Lee pressed him till it became clear
that the Federals were establishing themselves
behind a powerful line of rifle-pits and abatis
in the woods along the plank road before Chancel-
lorsville. There Hooker intended to pause until he
could concert an attack with Sedgwick lying before
Fredericksburg. The Confederate army was now
between the nutcrackers, and Hooker justly con-
sidered that Lee could not succeed in a frontal
attack on his works. He failed to realize that the
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slightest pause on his part would give Lee the
opportunity of taking the initiative, and neither
Mechanicsville nor the Second Manassas seem to
have suggested to him where that initiative was
likely to develop. He fixed his head-quarters in
the Chancellor house, retired early to bed, and
enjoyed an unbroken night's seep.

In the small hours of the May morning, while
Hooker lay at esse in Chancellorsville, Lee and
Jackson, seated on packing cesss by the roadside
only a mile or two distant from the Federal head-
quarters, decided once more to divide the Army of
Northern Virginia in the face of overwhelming
numbers. Lee had received certain information
from Stuart, who arrived to report during the night,
that Hooker's left flank, five miles away across the
forest, rested on air, and Jackson had undertaken
to place 25,000 men behind the Federal lines be-
fore evening. Lee meanwhile was to demonstrate
strongly against Hooker's position before Chancel-
lorsville.

Jackson's column, ten miles long, started its
march through the forest at four o'clock as a cloudless
day was breaking over the tree-tops. It moved for
several miles directly away from the Federal lines,
and its passage southward did not escape the notice
of watchers on the high ground near the Fairview
Cemetery. It was supposed that it was the begin-
ning of the Confederate retreat; some troops were
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thrown forward through the tangled country, but
were repulsed by Jackson's rearguard, and the
attack was not pressed—an unpardonable omission,
only partly accounted for by the skill with which
Lee's feint against Chancellorsville was being
developed. Nevertheless, the Federal advance had
been sufficient to interrupt communications between
Jackson and Lee, and the latter had now to stand
completely alone against enemies outnumbering him
by three to one, wuncertain whether Jackson's
marching columns had been taken at a disadvantage,
and with the certainty that in any cese they could
not launch their attack before evening.'

During the whole of the forenoon Jackson's
division marched down the dusty forest roads.
After moving due south for some miles they turned
at right angles and followed a track, which had been
lately made by the owner of some furnaces in the
neighbourhood, till they had passed the point where
the Federal line ended. As the day wore on the
noise of Lee's battle before Chancellorsville, on
which so much depended, grew duller in their eas
across the woodland. In the early afternoon

' | do not think that the above description over-emphasizes the
daring of Lee's plan, but the reader should remember, as General
Maurice points out, that it was not easy in that difficult country for
Hooker to ascertain what was going forward, and that L ee had every
indication that he would not immediately advance from his
newly built works.
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Jackson arrived at a piece of high ground whence
he could s the end of the Federal lines, and found
that even less precautions had been taken against
a flank attack than Stuart's report had indicated.
The pits and abatis facing south along the turnpike
ceased at a point beyond Dowdall's tavern. Nb
serious works of any kind had been constructed
facing west. The Federals, mostly Germans,
could be seen lounging in the forest, butchering
cattle and preparing food. The surprise would be
complete. For over three hours the Confederate
columns deployed in. line of battle in the woods.
They could not altogether escape the notice of the
Federal pickets, yet these made no attempt to feel
what force was behind the moving groups of grey
soldiers, and Jackson was allowed to make all his
preparations unhindered. At a little before six
o'clock his dispositions were completed. A series
of bugle cals rang out through the forest in the
evening silence, and his three lines of battle, with
the rebel yell, swept forward along the turnpike.

Far down the Federal lines Hooker and his staff,
seated before the Chancellor house, were discussing
plans and listening to the desultory battle in the
woods to the east and the distant cannonade in the
south, where, as they thought, Sickles was pressing
the rearguard of Jackson's retreat. Suddenly, from
far over the forest to the west, a crash of musketry
and artillery broke out; it swelled and grew to the
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roar of a great battle, and was taken up by a
cannonade along Lee's line to the east. While the
group at Chancellorsville were anxiously waiting
for news, an officer, who had picked up a telescope,
exclaimed that the rout was already pouring down
the turnpike, and as Hooker galloped to the front
he was met by flying baggage wagons and ammuni-
tion trains, riderless horses and men who had
thrown away their arms, the rout of his Eleventh
Army Corps.

The Confederate attack, which had swept the
first two lines of defence, had for the moment become
disorganized in the flush of success among the thick
woods, and the Federal artillery near Chancellors-
ville was holding the enemy in the gathering darkness.
Yet the darkness of night would not have put an
end to the attack which Jackson was relentlessly
pressing home. He knew that he was within a mile
of the Federal line of retreat, and he intended to
advance so as to cut Hooker off from the fords of the
Rappahannock, and then launch a night attack along
his whole line. He was riding forward with his
staff in the gloom of the dense forest, urging the
need for haste, when the irreparable disaster occurred.
In the confusion of the battle he had overshot his
pickets. Warned by an outbreak of firing in front
of him, he turned to seek his own lines. A body of
Confederate infantry, alarmed by the volley which
had turned Jackson, saw a body of horse approaching
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from the enemy's line through the twilight. They
fired, and Jackson fell, seriously wounded. The
firing aroused the Federals, and the ambulance
party carrying the wounded man was again fired
on, and he was thrown to the ground. The com-
mand was transferred to D. H. Hill, who aone
knew Jackson's designs, but within a few minutes
he too was wounded and the command fell to
Stuart. Stuart was away on the Rappahannock with
his cavalry, and before he had been summoned and
could grasp the situation the moment for immediate
action had gone, the Federals were pushing a
counter-attack forward through the night and the
line of retreat was secure. When the morning came,
Stuart and Lee attacked once more and this time
with decisive success, for Hooker himself had been
wounded and his mind had lost its balance. As the
lines before Chancellorsville gave ground the smoke
of musketry and artillery was swollen by the
blaze of the burning forest, and as Lee rode
forward to the front he was met by a thunderous
storm of cheering, the homage of soldiers to their
commander on a stricken field. Pursuit across
country was hindered by a torrential fall of rain,
but Hooker had no mind for more fighting, and
by the 6th of May his whole force was once more
behind the Rappahannock.

Lee and Jackson had thus once again won a
brilliant victory against overwhelming odds. How
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decisive the victory would have been if Jackson had
been spared to push his attack home must remain
a matter for conjecture, but even after his fall
Hooker's defeat might well have proved decisive
if the combatants had been fighting on anything of
an equality. Once more Lincoln, waiting in the
telegraph office at Washington, was to learn that
another of his generals had failed, and that final
Uccess was as remote as ever.  Yet that chance
volley in the woods near Dowdall's tavern was
perhaps a more weighty disaster to the Confederacy
than was the failure of the campaign to the North.
At first, indeed, it was thought that Jackson's
wound was not mortal; hisleft arm was amputated,
and for a few days all went well. Then pneumonia
set in, and it became clear that his life was in danger.
L ee, whose affectionate admiration for his lieutenant
was unbounded, had sent to congratulate Jackson
on hisvictory. ' General Leeis very kind,' replied
the wounded man, ' but he should give the glory
to God." After the amputation Lee wrote again.
® Tell General Jackson,' he said, ' that if he has lost
his left arm, | have lost my right." When the fatal
news of his danger came to Lee, upon whose
shoulders was to rest the whole burden and grief of
the Confederacy, he wrote once more that he had
wrestled in prayer for Jackson's life as he had never
prayed for himself. To such prayers the heavens
were as brass. Jackson, whose faith, however stern
3075 u
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and fanatical, was genuine and untroubled of
doubt, and had formed the mainspring of his life's
work, received calmly the news that he must die.
"Very well," he said, using his familiar phrase, it
isvery well." In the last moments of delirium he
imagined himself once again on the field of battle
and called for A. P. Hill, & Lee, by a strange
coincidence, was to call for him when dying. His
last words were spoken more calmly. ' Let us cross
over the river," he said, ' and rest under the shade
of the trees’ A few moments later he died, in his
fortiethyear.

The news of his danger and death had stilled the
rejoicing at the South, and even at the North it was
felt that their most terrible enemy had been removed
as it were by the hand of God. His name had
indeed been one to conjure with during the past
year ; his stern and aloof nature, and the merciless
fury of his onslaught, had won him a place in the
public imagination such as was shared by no other
general, and it may be asserted that even now the
name of Stonewall Jackson is better known in this
country than that of Lee. As has been already
suggested, he was not possessed of the full humanity
and perfect balance of his chief; probably, he was
not so great a soldier; certainly, he was not such
a wise and tender master of men; but the fire
which his religious and political zeal gave to his
character, and the iron determination with which
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he executed his designs made him indeed a redoubt-
able opponent. Lee and Jackson, it has been said,
were invincible when together; lesser men succeeded
him, and we shall remark that never again did Lee
venture to divide his army in the face of an enemy.
Jackson died in the hour of victory ; it was reserved
for Lee to continue the struggle through its last and
most tragic stages.



VI

THE TIDE TURNS—VICKSBURG,
GETTYSBURG, AND CHATTANOOGA

DURING the days when Hooker was planning and
executing the campaign of Chancellorsville, im-
portant events were taking place before Vicksburg.
Spring was approaching and Grant resolved at
last upon a bold move. Attack from the north had
failed ; attempts to find a way past the lion in his
path had failed. He now decided to transfer his
bae to a point on the river below the town and
attack across the broken country from the south.
This plan, while having all the advantage of the
unexpected, had yet the great disadvantage that
even if he was successful in passing the cannon of
Vicksburg with his gunboats and stores, a retreat
against the stream would be amost impossible,
and all fresh supplies coming south to the army
would have to run the gauntlet of the water-
batteries. Grant rightly decided, as he did again
a few days later, for the bolder course, and his
movements from this time to the day of the surrender
of Vicksburg are undoubtedly his most brilliant con-
tribution to military history.
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The army was marched through the marshy
country on the western bank to a point opposite
the proposed base, but it was necessary for his
transports and gunboats to pass the guns of the
town. The gallant Porter readily undertook to
take his flotilla past; it was decided that the
gunboats should lead and engage the batteries,
making as much smoke as possible, under cover of
which it was hoped that the unarmed transports
might float by unseen. Bales of hay and cotton
on the boiler decks were to mask the furnaces. The
first attempt was made on a clear but moonless
night. While Grant and his party, which included
hiswife, sang and drank champagne as they watched
the distant lights of the town disappear one by one
with the advance of night, the gunboats and trans-
ports dropped down the river, with all lights
extinguished, and with the tantalizing downess of
the current, so as to avoid sparks and noise." Dark
as it was, the watchers on the parapets of the town
descried the vesdsriding on the glimmering waters,
and a furious cannonade was opened to which the
gunboats replied. The passage of the batteries
took more than an hour, and some intrepid Con-

1 An account of Grant's festivities is given in a Union officer's
letter, quoted in the contemporary History of the War for the Union
(Duyckinck), vol. iii, p. 150. There sansno reason to doubt its
truth, asthewriter intendsno dur on Grant. Grant'sown account

of the evening is given in his Memoirs, val. i, p. 464, and is not
irreconcilable with the other.
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federates rowed across the river under fire and set
light to the buildings on the other bank so as to
illuminate the target for their gunners. Never-
theless, the majority of the boats passed the town
without serious damage. A few nights later the
manoeuvre was repeated with more transports and
store-boats, and with equal success.

Grant was now established at Grand Gulf, his
new base, but further action was imperative, and
he was impelled to his next bold move. Marching
rapidly inland and disregarding his communications
he struck right and left at the enemy:' the Con-
federate forces before Jackson, an important junction
on the line to Vicksburg, were defeated, and a
further series of engagements drove Pemberton, the
Confederate commander of the Vicksburg district,
back within the lines of the town, which Grant then
surrounded and so once more touched the river
and his communications. Vicksburg was now
doomed unless relieved, and Grant by now had
sufficient men to fortify his lines on the outside
against attack so strongly that the brave and able
Johnston, in spite of the agony felt in official and
private circles in the Southern States, decided that
any attempt on his part to force Grant to raise the
sege would be unwise. In this he was probably
right; Grant, at least, tells usthat hewas so. Grant
himself maintained that Pemberton was at fault in

! See map, p. 131.
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ever letting his force be confined within the lines
of the town, and in not breaking out before it was
too late, but Grant's own narrative would suggest
that the fault lay rather with those—Pemberton
and others—who opposed him when he moved
inland from Grand Gulf, and who fell back too
readily before his swift and daring advance.

The sege of Vicksburg now began in earnest.
Soon after his arrival on the landward side of the
town Grant, in deference to the spirit of his troops,
attempted a general assault on the works. It was
a costly failure, and years afterwards Grant wrote
that it was one of the only two orders that he
regretted having given. He now invested the
town with a regular system of works; time and
famine and disease, the harassing dangers of the
bombardment and the mine, were left to do their
work within the Confederate lines. Vicksburg was
built on the clay dopes of the river bluffs, and the
majority of the inhabitants lived during those days
of terror in cellars dug in the hillside. A great
American writer whose works are familiar to
Englishmen has given a vivid description of life
in the town during the sege, of the straits to
which the people were reduced for lack of food, and
of the cardessness with which they came to walk
about the streets while the shells were passing
overhead. The end came in the early days of July,
and Grant was able to inform Lincoln of the
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capitulation on Independence Day, twenty-four
hours after the springtide of the Confederacy had
receded from its high-water mark in the meadows
of Pennsylvania. Port Hudson, the only other
fortified post on the Mississippi, surrendered at the
news from Vicksburg, and henceforth, ' the Father
of Waters', as Lincoln wrote, 'went unvexed to
the sea. It was indeed the first decisive success
of the war.

After the victory of Chancellorsville, Lee did
not immediately start upon an offensive movement,
though his army was prepared and his opinion as
a general was strongly in favour of another invasion
of the North. The delay was owing to the opposi-
tion of President Davis. The shock of the latest
disaster to Hooker's army, combined with the effects
of the new Conscription Law, which were just
being felt, had produced a new wave of discontent
and more talk of peace at the North, and high
hopes of foreign intervention in the South, and
Davis was unwilling to risk the loss of the existing
moral superiority by a defeat of the Army of
Northern Virginia far from his capital. In this he
was unwise; he showed that he had not even yet
appreciated the ability and determination of Lincoln.
At last, towards the end of June, the Federal
vedettes saw the long trains of Lee's wagons on
the roads once more. The Confederacy was on the
move for the second invasion of the North.



Qettysburg 153
Hooker, when he heard of Lee's march towards
Winchester in the Valley of Virginia, was eager to
attack his flank or march on the undefended Rich-
mond. Lincoln, however, with alively sense of past
disasters, dissuaded him with one of his picturesque
similes. Lee might catch him, he said, on the
Rappahannock like an ox jumped half over a fence,
without a fair chance to gore one way or kick the
other. Hooker therefore contented himself with
following Lee across Maryland into Pennsylvania,
whither he had gone to strike at the great manu-
facturing towns, hoping that if he were attacked
a victory won on the soil of the Union, within
striking distance of Washington and Philadelphia,
might have decisive political results. At Washington
the greatest nervousness prevailed, and all the
responsible authorities, military and civil, helped
to direct or to confuse the movements of the
unlucky Army of the Potomac. While it was
actually engaged in the pursuit of Lee it once more
changed hands. Hooker, who had never been easy,
resigned, and the moment was so critical that
Lincoln dared neither force Hooker to remain in
command, nor sk afield for a new general. The
ranking corps commander, Meade, was ordered to
succeed Hooker, and before he had been many days
at the head of his army chance brought about the
decisive engagement.

Lee, for once, was not clear as to the where-
075 X
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abouts of his opponent. In this most critical of
his campaigns he was ill served by Stuart. Always
adventurous, Jeb Stuart forgot for once the first
duty of a cavalry commander, and persuaded Lee,
ever ready to follow the advice of others, to allow
his horse to sweep far to the north in a raid. In
consequence, Lee was feeling his way forward some-
what blindly, while the Army of the Potomac,
equally in the dark, was advancing in the same
direction along a converging route. Lee had
ordered his corps to concentrate on the small
Pennsylvanian town of Gettysburg, which lies in
avalley among rolling meadows broken by woodland.
As the Confederates approached the town they came
into contact with a screening force of Federal
cavalry, supported by infantry, and a heavy engage-
ment took place on July the 1st, as a result of which
the Federals were driven back through Gettysburg
to the low ridge on the south of the town. Heire
Meade decided to make a stand, and during the
night both commanders sent urgent orders to their
scattered commandsto concentrate on the battlefield.

Gettysburg is often spoken of as the decisive
battle of the American Civil War. The numbers
engaged, the fury of the fighting, and the dramatic
interest of many of the incidents have doubtless
contributed to give it this position in the eyes of
many, but from a merely military point of view the
battle was no more decisive than many of its pre-
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decessors and several that succeeded it. Grant's
success at Vicksburg had far more influence on the
future course of the war, and we shall s that more
than once after Gettysburg the North were near
abandoning the struggle. We can only say that the
battle was so far decisive that it deprived Lee of any
hope of immediate success, and that quite another set
of circumstances prevented him from ever having
another such opportunity in the future.

Thebattlefield of Gettysburg hasanlndlwduallty
and a clear topography such as is possessed by no
other engagement of this war, and perhaps by
Waterloo alone of modern battles. Culp's Hill,
Cemetery Hill, The Seminary Ridge, Peach Orchard,
The Devil's Den, Round Top, Little Round Top,
and the meadows, broken by post-and-rail fences,
across which surged Pickett's charge, impress them-
sves on the imagination as clearly as do Hougo-
mont, La Belle Alliance, La Haye Sainte, Braine
I"'AUeud, Plancenoit, and the sunken road of Ohain.
In general the position occupied by the Federals,
who were throughout on the defensive, has been
compared to a fishhook, of which Culp's Hill was
the point, Cemetery Hill the centre, and the
salient of Peach Orchard the shaft, ultimately
prolonged to the Round Tops. Thus Meade had
the advantage of interior lines, added to his superior
artillery and ultimately superior numbers, but the
position was by no means perfect, for the ends of
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the Federal line were perilously near the line of
communication or retreat, and on the morning of
July the 2nd several of Meade's divisions had not
yet arrived, whereas Lee had most of his army at
his disposal. Speed was vital for the Confederates,
and at this crisis of its fate the Army of Northern
Virginia, which had generally seized and often
made opportunities, seemed fated to lose many.
Lee's design on July the 2nd was to attack the
Federal right on Gulp's Hill with Ewell's division,
while Longstreet turned the left at the salient
between Cemetery HiU and the Round Tops.
Many years after, a long and somewhat bitter con-
troversy raged in the Southern States over the
conduct of Longstreet's movements on the 2nd and
3rd of July. Lee was dead at the time, nor would
he ever have taken part in it, but some notice must
be taken of the point in any account of the war, for
the question of responsibility for the result of
Gettysburg must trouble the mind of any one who
follows these campaigns. We cannot help asking
how it was that Lee, who both before and after
so often gained the victory over superior numbers
owingto histactical skill, wasin this battle atactical
failure, though he accepted battle readily, not, as
at Sharpsburg, anxiously, and realized the crucial
importance of success. A glance at the battle
narratives shows that it was not Lee's movements
as planned, but Lee's movements as executed, which
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failed. It is known that on both days Longstreet,
his executive officer, disapproved of Lee's plan, and
that, as a matter of fact, valuable time was lost on
both days. The conclusion would seem to be that
in some way or another Longstreet was largely to
blame for the failure. He was slow of movement
at the best of times, in spite of his excellent fighting
qualities; hence Lee's custom of pitching his tent
in Longstreet's lines when on the march so as to
hurry him ; at Gettysburg the downess was accen-
tuated by distrust of the plan he was to execute.
It is not essy to apportion the weight of blame.
Whether Lee himself delayed too long in enforcing
his orders, whether some points of Longstreet's
criticism were just, how far bad staff work increased
the delays, whether the insufficiently supplied
Confederate artillery left too much work for the
infantry—all these questions and many more may
be asked at Gettysburg, as at Waterloo, and must
probably always remain unanswered. The clear fact
remains that the Confederate soldiers were not
outfought, and that competent military criticism
isnot willing to declare that Lee's plan, if promptly
executed, must have failed.!

1| was mogt interested and encouraged to find that General
Maurice (p. 207 foil.), after an exhaugtive and technical study of
the war, arrived at a conclusion practically identical with that
expresed above.  Lee's chief fault at Gettysburg, in his opinion,
was weakness in not enforcing his plan.
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The delays began on the morning of the 2nd.
Ewell's division was to attack Culp's Hill while
Longstreet cut through the salient to the south
of the cemetery. Longstreet's attack was not made
till afternoon, and Ewell's men, waiting for the sound
of his cannon, held back, thus giving time for the
Federals to consolidate their position. At last the
Confederates moved forward, and the fighting took
place which made the Peach Orchard by the road-
side, and the Devil's Den, a mass of boulders among
trees, historic in the annas of the war. By the
evening Ewell's division held Culp's Hill, and
Longstreet's lines were near the Round Tops. Late
at night Meade took counsel with his lieutenants,
and the advisability of retreat was debated. But
the Federal position, though shaken, was still
tenable, and since the ground in the neighbourhood
of the Round Tops was unfavourable for advance,
Lee decided to strike at the centre of the Federal
position south of the cemetery with amassed infantry
attack, after the ground had been prepared by
artillery. Longstreet's division, including some
newly arrived Virginian troops, was to be used, and
the blow should have been dealt early in the morning
of July the 3rd. Instead, a vexatious delay of
several hours took place, during which the Con-
federates lost the initiative and gave Meade the
opportunity to drive Ewell back from Culp's Hill
with the bayonet, while the agonizing moments
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passed on Seminary Ridge as orders passed between
Lee and Longstreet and the artillery. Longstreet's
heart was not in the scheme he was to execute, and
he could not bring himself to give the fateful orders;
Lee, on the other hand, was sufficiently confident.
The narrative of Longstreet's hesitancy, and of his
obviously sincere mental distress,’ adds greatly to
the dramatic setting of Pickett's charge, and his
fears may seem to have been justified by its failure,
but there is aways the possibility that what seemed
to him a forlorn hope might have been changed
into a victorious thrust by a commander who
resolved to use every ounce of his energy in carrying
through his plan. An executive officer has no
business to decide that his chief's plan must fail;
it is his duty to see that it does not. Had Jackson
been in Longstreet's place the issue would probably
have been far different.

At last about one o'clock the long line of massed
Confederate batteries on the Seminary Ridge opened
fire, and were answered by the Federals from the
ridge near the cemetery. The cannonade continued
for more than two hours, till a thick pall of smoke,
resting on the ridges, covered the sky between.
Then the Federal fire appeared to slacken, and
through the fog some batteries on the cemetery
ridge were seen to limber up and retire. Actually,
the Federal guns were so crowded that it was a

! He was ' crucified', he tels us
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clear gain to reserve the fire of some pieces for the
attack which was known to be impending, but the
Confederate ammunition was now running low,
the moment seemed favourable, and the officer in
charge of the batteries sent an urgent message to
Longstreet begging him to launch his attack. Delay
was no longer possible, and Longstreet, though he
would give no order, signified that the attacking
division might advance. Watchers in the Federal
works saw long lines of grey infantry come down
from the smoke ; it was the celebrated charge that
takes its name from General Pickett, the commander
of the 5,000 Virginians who formed itsfirst line.

The waves of infantry swept down the meadows
and crossed a fence. They had almost a mile to
travel before they could come into contact with the
enemy. As they advanced, with the regularity of
troops on review, the Confederate artillery of
necessity ceased firing, for the guns of the day could
not be relied upon to maintain their range, and
there ensued a few moments of comparative silence.
Then astheVirginiansbreasted the slope of Cemetery
Hill a fearful blaze of fire broke out from the
crest, and the unharmed Federal batteries galloped
forward and opened fire at point-blank range. Still
Pickett's men went on. The day had not yet come
—as it came seven years later before the churchyard

! There was confusion in the Confederate artillery. The guns
which should have gone forward with Pickett failed to do 0.

075 Y
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of St. Privat—when the improved breech-loading
long-rangerifle could stop the advance of the bravest.
Lee saw his men enter the cloud of smoke on the
ridge; for a moment the Federal line was broken ;
the Virginian battle-flag floated on the enemy's
works. But the assaulting line was too thin, the
supporting brigades had not fared well, and even
at this crucial moment many units of Longstreet's
division were standing idle. After a few minutes'
suspense Lee saw the Virginians—the thousand of
them who were left—dropping down the slope,
and himself rode forward to rally them. Eye-
witnesses have told of his perfect self-control in
the face of disaster. He could find time to check
an aide who was goading a worn horse, and to an
officer of the charge who came up to him with tears
in his eyes he could say ' Never mind, General; all
this has been my fault. It is | who have lost this
fight, and you must help meout of it."' The situation
was indeed serious for the Confederates. Pickett
had left all his brigadiers and regimental commanders
in the hell on the cemetery ridge, and any further
offensive was clearly out of the question. Yet in
the three days fighting the Federal losses had been
amost equally severe, and Meade, who had been
amazed at the easy repulse of Pickett, was in no
mood to venture a similar experiment against the
Seminary Ridge. For a night and a day the armies
watched one another, as at Sharpsburg; duringthe
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night of the 4th Lee began an unhindered retreat
to Virginia.

Gettysburg was not Lee's Waterloo; it was not
even his Leipzig. His reverse was due to a com-
bination of causes, including the splendid fighting
qualities of the Army of the Potomac, but it was not
due to any loss of power on his part or to the advent
of a great general on the Federal side. For nearly
two years more his army was to defy the Northern
hosts, almost aways at a greater disadvantage than
it had been at Gettysburg. Had the resources of
the South been more abundant the battle need not
have been more than an incident of the campaign ;
as it was, Lee's retreat certainly marks a stage in
the war. We may say that the battle of Gettysburg
was the last real opportunity of the South to force
the North to terms on the field of battle. A com-
plete victory, though it could not have been
strategically decisive,' might well have provoked
such an outcry at home and in Europe as to force
Lincoln's hand. The failure of Pickett's charge
destroyed the last hope that genius and bravery
would rise superior to the gathering momentum of
the natural advantages of the North. After Gettys-
burg, the North came near to throwing aside the
military victory that was hers, but the South was
powerless to prevent her holding it if she chose.

* That is, for the whole war. It might have been decisive for
the Eastern campaign.
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It is this thought that gives to the battle of Gettys-
burg its supreme and dramatic interest. Lee never
blamed his subordinates, and was not given to
repining at his failures or to palliating them, but he
once remarked with great emphasis that if he had
had Jackson at Gettysburg the day would have been
his, and that success then would have meant the
recognition of Southern independence.

Pickett's charge was the last wash of the Con-
federacy's tide of success, and it is fitting that the
ground on which it broke should be the property
of the American nation. Within a large park lie
the graves of the many men from Maine and
[1linois who took up position on that July day round
the walls of the town cemetery, and left their bodies
to rest beside those of the first settlers of the little
Pennsylvanian town. The place of each regiment
in the fight has been indicated, and many monu-
ments have been erected to the valour of those wh6é
shed their blood there. The place has aso given
its name to another memorial which will probably
endure as long as the American nation and the
English language. Lincoln's dedicatory address,
delivered a few months later with every appearance
of cardessness, and little regarded at the time, is
now well known in amost every household of
America. The thought in this short speech is not
so original or impressive as in many of his other
utterances, and although composed as a kind of
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Credo for the Union it contains little or nothing
which President Davis would not have been glad
to utter. Perhaps it is for this very reason that its
appeal has been so great, for its worth depends on
the brevity; clarity, and supreme felicity of phrase
with which it voices the motives that any demo-
cracy at war would be proud to believe its own,
and in its perfect combination of these three
qualities it is unsurpassed in the political literature
of the world.

The news of Gettysburg brought inexpressible
relief to Lincoln at a time when relief was sorely
needed. The Democratic opposition, which had
concentrated and grown since the Declaration of
Emancipation, was subjecting him to a persecution
of appeal and obstruction, and the unpopularity of
conscription, even in the very mild form given by
the law of 1863, led to grave riots in New York,
where a mob, led by the Irish, held the city for four
days and was tacitly supported by the Democratic
State Governor. Military success was the best
argument to strengthen the country in its support
of the President, and now at last it seemed that
military success had come. Gettysburgwas followed
by the news of Vicksburg, and three months later
~ Grant, travelling westward, was to win an important
victory in Tennessee.

Here, in the middle of the three theatres of war,
fighting had been going on with varying fortune for
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more than two years, and on the whole the Con-
federates had gained ground. Rosecrans, who had
commanded the Federal army in the great and
indecisive battle of Murfreesboro’, fought within
a few days of Fredericksburg, was still at the head
of the Army of the Cumberland, and he was opposed
by Braxton Bragg, who was reinforced after Gettys-
burg by Longstreet's division. After much
manoeuvring the forces came into contact at the
end of September 1863, along the Chickamauga
creek, a stream which flows into the Tennessee
river near the town of Chattanooga. Here Rosecrans
was heavily defeated and the greater part of his
army routed; complete disaster was only averted
by the heroic fight which a single division put up
against the whole of Bragg's victorious army.!
This division was under the command of General
Thomas, who on this and other occasions did much
to justify the opinion that he was the best fighting’
general in the Federal armies. Before the Union
line broke, the fury of the fighting was desperate,
and Chickamauga has a melancholy pre-eminence
in this respect among all the battles of this most
,bloody war. No less than 27 per cent, of the forces
engaged on both sdes were killed or wounded, a
figure surpassed only by Eylau and Borodino among
nineteenth-century battles. The Federal Army of

! Recent criticism has shown, however, that Thomas was asiged
by an ever-growing number of reinforcements.
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the Cumberland was now invested at Chattanooga,
which lies in a bend of the Tennessee, but Bragg had
detached Longstreet, whereas Grant, now created
commander-in-chief of the Western armies, had
arrived in the neighbourhood, while Hooker from
Virginia and Sherman from the Mississippi were
concentrating upon the town. Sheridan was aso
in the lines, and with Thomas, the 'rock of
Chickamauga’, at the head of his division Bragg
was confronted by a combination of the four most
brilliant Northern generals. The subsequent battle
at the end of November, when Bragg's position of
great natural strength was attacked by a force of
twice his numbers but operating in three separate
divisions, is remarkable for the extraordinary field—
for the most part steep mountain escarpment—over
which it was fought, and for the final charge of
Thomas's men, acting, it would seem, without
orders,* which carried the three lines of Confederate
entrenchment on the side of Missionary Ridge and
the crest of the hill itself. This unlooked-for
uccess decided the day, and Bragg retreated in
disorder. Rarely did anarmy fail in thiswar through
the fault of the private soldier. Still more rarely,
the South fondly thought, was the fault on the Con-
federate side. Chattanooga was a day of sadness ; it
was one of the very few occasons when considerable

! This is the assertion of almogt all writers save Grant, whose
language is a little ambiguous (Memairs, vol. ii, p. 78 ft).
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numbers of Confederate soldiers fled in panic from
the field.

Sherman remained with Thomas to maintain the
pressure in the Middle West, though it was clear that
Grant's success was largely decisive.  Still more
clear to Lincoln was the welcome assurance that
at last he had a commander who could and would
carry the war through to the end. Almost a year
earlier he had refused to relieve Grant of his com-
mand. 'Thismanfights', he said, and subsequently
made his historic repartee to those who told him
that Grant drank. (What brand of whisky does
he use ?' asked Lincoln, ' | will send a barrel to
the other generals' Now he resolved on a further
move. Early in 1864 the post of Lieutenant-
General of the armies of the United States, previously
held by Washington alone, was revived by Congress,
and Grant was placed in the supreme command.
He proceeded to Washington to meet Lincoln,
with whom he had never yet spoken, and whom
he admired greatly, and henceforward the President
was |eft to deal with the political dangers untroubled
by suspicions of disloyal and inefficient soldiers.



I X
LEE AND GRANT

DURING the winter of  1863-4 the armies of
Northern Virginia and the Potomac lay in winter
quarters in Northern Virginia. Lee's army was
still almost at the strength of the Chancellorsville
campaign, but while the South, where stringent
conscription had been in force for three years, had
now sent every available man to the colours, the
population of the North, double that of the South
and increased every year by immigration, was
capable of augmenting Grant's army indefinitely.
Supplies dso and ammunition Grant could draw in
plenty from a country whose export trade had
increased during the war, and the Army of the
Potomac in the last year of its existence was fed and
supplied with enviable efficiency. At the South, the
blockade was tightening month by month. Leather
for boots and hard cloth for clothes were almost un-
obtainable. Drugs and anaesthetics had practically
disappeared. Horses were scarce for the cavalry,
chemicals for the munition factories; even food
for the armies in the last months of the war was
limited and of the poorest quality. Grant knew
all this well, and such a knowledge, added to the
comparative esse withwhich he had gone to victory,

075 Z
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where others had failed, in the western theatres of
war, sams. to have made him sanguine that he
would very soon be able to end the struggle in
Virginia. In this he underestimated the genius of
Lee, the capability of his lieutenants, and the
untouched fighting qualities of his men, and it is
with regret that a reader of Grant's Memoirs, who
notices his modesty in describing his own achieve-
ments and the unstinted praise given to his sub-
ordinates, notices aso the absence of any direct
tribute to the brilliant qualities of his rival in the
campaign of NorthernVirginia.

During the winter months the Army of the
Potomac had remained stationary- in quarters not
far distant from those occupied by Burnside's and
Hooker's forces a year previously. Lee's army still
lay between the Federals and Richmond, for
President Davis clung to the strategy of the earlier
years of the war. He would probably have been
better advised to appoint Lee to the supreme
command of the armies of the Confederacy, in
order that the shrunken forces might be used to
best advantage in some campaign where their
efforts might be united, instead of separately oppos-
ing the advance of the various invading armies,
Such opposition, however brave and skilful, was
bound, humanly speaking, to end in disaster. Davis
would seem to have misunderstood the significance
of the Federal victories of 1863 ; indeed, all the
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politicians at Richmond were far too optimistic
as to the chances of foreign intervention in the
closing stages of the struggle. They failed to s
how desperate were the odds against them as the
manhood of the South dwindled upon each battle-
field, and they underrated the strength of the new
commander who had arrived in Virginia. The
luckless, gallant Army of the Potomac, as Lee
remarked, at last had a head.

Grant moved forward across the Rapidan in the
early days of May with 120,000 men, and entered
the confines of the Wilderness, where Hooker had
been defeated and Jackson Kkilled almost exactly
a year before. He wished to avoid being brought to
battle in the dense and tangled forest, but forest
fighting was all to the advantage of the Confederates,
and Lee threw forward his army, forcing Grant
to draw up his line of battle in the woods. Once
more the great struggle took place across clearings
and through undergrowth. The Orange Plank and
Turnpike roads, Todd's tavern, Parker's store,
Piney Branch church, and all the other scattered
landmarks of the Wilderness, find frequent mention
in the records.’  Grant's attack was delivered piece-
meal, and misunderstandings, sometimes amounting
to serious friction, occurred among his corps com-
manders ; divisions lost their way in the woods and
the day's fighting brought no decision. At dawn

! For a map of this district, e p. 139.
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the battle was resumed, but the early morning
attack of the Federals fared no better than before
and a counterstroke, delivered with great gallantry
by Longstreet's troops, was only checked when
the general himself was seriously wounded by his
own men. Grant's direct stroke had produced
no result; he tried other tactics, and attempted to
turn Lee's flank by marching upon Spottsylvania
Court House, a point to the rear of the Confederate
line some ten miles distant. Lee quickly realized
that some such movement was intended, and though
without any idea as to Grant's precise objective,
st his own army in motion for Spottsylvania. The
Federal columns fell foul of each other on the few
available roads, and their cavalry found forest work
against Fitz Lee's squadrons discouraging; Grant,
indeed, reproaches Lee for not having seized the
moment for a decisive stroke against the Army of
the Potomac. In the event, Lee was the first to
reach the Court House in strength, and was able to
fortify a semicircular line some eight miles inlength,
in the centre of which was the triangular work
which became celebrated as the Salient or Bloody
Angle. The country herewasslightly lesswild than
intheWilderness, but still largely covered with trees
and unsuitable for the manoeuvres of cavalry and
artillery. The maps show a low-lying district, cut
in every direction by streams which often expand
into marshes, and with woodland and fieldsin almost
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equal proportion. Villages there were none ; farms,
woodland churches, and a county Court House at
cross-roads gave points for an army to march upon
and lent their names to important battles. The
abundance of timber made fortification a simple
matter ; in the course of a few hours Lee's veteran
army could construct breastworks of logs and earth,
protected by rifle-pits, which were a formidable
obstacle to troops advancing without adequate
artillery support and armed only with the rifle.
Grant sent his men forward against the Con-
federate lines on May the ioth. Lee was reported
to be on the move, and Grant's plan was to hold
the enemy with one corps while the remainder of
the army attacked him in the rear, thus crushing
him between hammer and anvil. The plan failed
owing to misunderstandings among the Federals
and Lee's tactical skill, which enabled him to hurl
his reserves, on inner lines, first at one Federal
army and then at the other, and when the evening
came Grant was as far from success as ever. Nothing
daunted he resumed the attack on the morrow and
again on the following day. On this, May the 12th,
he launched an assault through the early morning
fog upon the Salient. Here a desperate battle raged,
‘at point-blank range, for ailmost twenty-four hours,
the bitterest fighting of the war. Lee's works had
been rushed at the outset, and the fighting for the
remainder of the day was almost hand-to-hand in
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the open forest. Granf knew that Lee was fighting
to gain time while new works were constructed at
the base of the Salient, and made every effort to
press through the gap in the line. It has been
computed that some 45,000 Federals, first and last,
were thrown into the strip of wood that won for
itself the name of the Bloody Angle. The day was
cold and wet, the trees were singed and scored by the
firing, the battle was fought amid drifting smoke and
fog and the falling shadows of night, and the Con-
federate lineheld. Lateintheevening Leewithdrew
his men from the Salient, and the advancing Federals
found themselves once more faced by strong works.

Almost a fortnight had now elapsed since Grant
crossed the Rapidan, and the fighting had been
practically continuous. The armies had lost some
60,000 men out of their combined total of 200,000 ;
Lee, though outnumbered by two to one' had
accounted for more than 35,000 of the enemy with
a loss of about 26,000. Nevertheless, Grant never
hesitated to press forward. He supposed with
reason that Lee's losses, in proportion to the Con-
federate numbers, were more serious than his own ;

! Here, asdsawhere, | have followed standard military authorities
regarding numbers—always a vexed question—but it should be
clearly understood that the round numbers of an army in a campaign
refer to its strategical strength, not to the troops actually brought
into battle. In the actual fighting Lee often brought greater

numbers to bear on critical points, and this is one of his greatest
claims to our admiration. :
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he knew well that Lee had no men to fill the gaps,
whereas his own army could in a few weeks be
restored to its original strength, and he passionately
desired to end the war. In the midst of the inferno
at Spottsylvania he had sent his historic telegram
to Lincoln, announcing that he would ' fight it
out on this line, if it took all the summer ." Even
here he underestimated his opponent, for it was
not on that line, nor in the summertime, that the
end was to come, but the spirit of his declaration
was admirable. Much criticism has been levelled
at the alleged heartlessness with which Grant
pursued the policy of attrition, hurling his armies
at the Confederate lines regardiess of loss, if so
a percentage of Lee's men might be destroyed, but
a great deal of such criticism in misdirected. Grant
saw how the war could be won, and he won it;
perhaps he could have won it in no other way. If
he desarves any criticism, it is not as a man or as
a commander-in-chief, but as a general commanding
in thefield, who failed again and again, though with
overwhelming numbers, to bring Lee to battlewith-
out losing three men to the Confederate's two.

On May the 20th Grant again attempted to get
past Lee with a portion of his army and compel
him to fight outside his works, but his corps com-
manders had no sense of the value of speed, and Lee
slipped across their armies, to be found five days
later behind the North Anna river in a position
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far stronger than that of Spottsylvania. Once more
Grant moved to the left and endeavoured to thrust
the Army of the Potomac between Lee and Rich-
mond, and once more Lee's army was found across
his path behind strong defences. Here, within
ten miles of Richmond, near the farms of Cold
Harbor where McClellan's right had rested at the
beginning of the Seven Days, Grant made his last
desperate attempt. At about four in the morning
of June the 3rd, when the ground was still hidden
in mist, he assaulted Lee's works all along the line.
His troops were tired with marching and many of
them were dispirited as a result of the indecisive
fighting; no tactical devices at all were employed
and the Confederates behind their breastworks
could shoot down their assailants almost at their
leisure ; as a result the attack failed entirely with
fearful loss. During the hour for which it lasted the
Federal army lost some 4,000 men,* and, what was
of more military importance, all trust in its com-
manders. It was clear that if another such attack
were ordered, something approaching mutiny might
be expected. Grant himself realized at last the
hopelessness of attempting to break Lee's army by
frontal attack ; such battles as Cold Harbor con-
tributed nothing to the attrition of the Confederacy;
at the end of his life he expressed regret for having
ordered the assault on this occasion. -

! Grant's total losss at Cold Harbor werq 8,000.
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~ For the moment, however, he did not abandon
the initiative. Having failed to defeat Lee north
of Richmond, he decided to transfer his army
across the James river and assault the Confederate
lines before Petersburg, a town some twenty miles
south of Richmond and connected by two lines of
railway with the southern and western parts of the
Confederacy. Lee was some days in appreciating
this new move, and his army, marching by night,
arrived only just in time to repel with heavy loss
the attack which Meade launched soon after arriving
near the town. The lines of Petersburg were
strongly fortified, and with the arrival of the Army
of the Potomac before them the war of movement
and manoeuvre in North Virginia may be said to
cea2.  For the moment, aso, the attention of Grant
was distracted by a daring raid. Lee's army had
been reinforced by the garrisons of Richmond and
Petersburg, and he was able to detach Early's brigade
for independent movement. Marching rapidly
down the Shenandoah valley Jubal Early crossed into
Maryland, defeated a small Federal force at the
Monocacy,and appeared before the forts of Washing-
ton. Had he arrived a few hours earlier he might
have captured the city, though his forces were not
large enough for a serious campaign; as it was,
Federal reinforcements, sent by the Army of the
Potomac, came in time to save the capital, but
! For the position of Petersburg, s map, p. 67.
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Early's raid relieved the pressure on Lee for a few
weeks. It was the last time that any Confederate
soldiers were to break into Union territory.
Unwilling to abandon hope of winning the war
in the summer, Grant made one more effort to
break Lee'sline at Petersburg in August. A gallery,
a hundred yards long, was run under an important
position in the Confederate works, and a powerful
mine was successfully sprung, leaving a vast crater
which gave its name to the battle. Troops had been
massed to pour through the gap created by the
explosion, and artillery was ready all along theline.
Nevertheless, the assault failed, mainly owing to the
hesitating inefficiency of the officers concerned,
and even—so Grant alleged—of the general officer
in command. The truth was that the conscripts
and bounty-men of 1864, even if well led, were
inferior as a fighting force to their predecessors of
Sharpsburg and Gettysburg, and were no match
at all for Lee's veterans. . This was Grant's last
attempt to force a decision, and when it failed
he contented himself with thrusting his lines so as
to overlap Lee's works and drive him back from
covering thevital roads and railways. The defence
of Richmond had thus become a great sege whose
works extended in an unbroken line for some forty
miles—the first foretaste in modern times of that
stationary warfare which was such a feature of the
campaigns on the western front in the Great War.



hee and Qrant 179

Before we pass to other events it may be well to
survey the results of Grant's three months of
campaigning. The Federals had not achieved their
aim of ending the war, it is true, but Grant had far
more to show than any previous commander in
Virginia. Lee's army had been driven within the
lines of Richmond ; it had lost some thirty or forty
thousand of its best men, and had been deprived
of any immediate hope of taking the offensive. Lee
had ventured no daring attack since the first days,
and Grant had shown that no tactical defeats,
however numerous, no loss, however great, could
break his resolve. The Army of the Potomac was
still in the field, obeying his orders and working
out his designs. But if Grant had accomplished
much, Lee had done more. It is impossible to
compare his campaign with Napoleon's shorter but
more brilliant French campaign of 1814, or with
the long defence of South Italy by Hannibal, but
Lee's would be no unworthy name to join with the
greatest masters of war in the history of the world.
It was not merely that he and his army, opposed
to an army of double their strength, far better
supplied and equipped, had never been worsted in
along series of encounters.  His genius should rather
be judged from his achievement in bringing Grant
to a standstill, bankrupt of plans, and content to
let his vast army knock at the works of Petersburg
for nine months, until the dying fingers of the
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Confederacy relaxed their hold. Grant was the
ultimate victor, and he has justly become a national
hero inthe United States; many historians, carrying
into times of peace the prejudices of other days,
have conceived it their duty to pess in silence over
many Confederate successes, and most unadvisedly,
in minimizing the greatness of his opponent, have
minimized Grant's own achievements. Such con-
siderations as these must serve as an excuse for the
length of this description of Lee's campaign in the
spring of 1864.

Meanwhile, in the very week in which Grant
was entering the Wilderness, Sherman, who had
succeeded Rosecrans, had begun his celebrated
campaign in Tennessee. It was the misfortune of
the Federal commanders, with the exception of
Grant, to win their way to important posts late
in the war ; thus neither Sherman nor Thomas
can be studied so satisfactorily as Lee, Jackson,
Johnston, Stuart, and many of their lieutenants.
A longer war might well have left Sherman in pride
of place among the Federal generals; it is at least
certain that his was the military force and his the
design that precipitated the toppling Confederacy.
He was opposed in Tennessee by Johnston, after
Bragg had been recalled to advise the President at
Richmond. Johnston's fortune in this war was to
be in charge of forlorn hopes, continually distrusted
by Davis, but of his ability and high character there
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was no question among his opponents. Grant and
Sherman were loud in his praise, and he is aworthy
third to stand beside L ee and Jackson. His army was
outnumbered by Sherman's, and as neither side
wished for battle, a long and brilliant campaign
of manoeuvre was executed, which resulted in
Sherman -penetrating ailmost as far south as Atlanta,
but with diminished forces. The struggle might
have been prolonged indefinitely in this manner,
but the Confederate government became impatient,
and in an evil moment for the South Davis super-
seded Johnston by Hood, Lee's fighting genera,
with orders to bring Sherman to battle. This he
did with great gallantry and some skill, but he was
worsted in a series of battles before Atlanta, atown
of great importance as a manufacturing and railway
centre, which fell into Sherman's hands a few days
before the attempt in the Crater at Petersburg.

To these Northern successes on land in the summer
of 1864 may be joined the sinking of the Alabama
which occurred about the same time, and which may
be taken as an occasion for surveying briefly some of
the naval aspects of the war. Despite the vast
coastline of the Confederacy, naval as opposed to
river warfare played a very small part, though the
‘hold which the North had upon the sss was one
of the deciding factors of the struggle. We have
seen that from the start the North had most of the
old navy, the shipyards, and the raw material for
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shipbuilding, and in consequence no Confederate
fleet worthy of the name ever made its appearance
on the high ses and the blockade tightened its
grip from month to month. Nevertheless, during
the earlier years of the war the United States
mercantile marine had suffered very considerable
loss from the depredations of isolated vessds of war
flying the Confederate flag. These ships had been
turned out by the dockyards of Europe and cruised
from ocean to ocean, coaling at neutral ports and
sinking such American merchant vesds as they
encountered. The most celebrated of their number
was the Alabama, Captain Semmes. She had been
built in the spring of 1862 to the orders of the
Confederate government by Messrs. Laird of
Birkenhead, ostensibly, it is said, for the Emperor
of China, and as the construction of such a vessl
of war was a violation of international law, the
United States Minister in London made repre-
sentations to the Government. The opinion of
law officers of the Crown was given in favour of
arresting the construction, but owing to what was
at the best the most gross cardessness the corre-
spondence was mislaid, and the vessd sailed from
the Mersey. No pursuit was attempted, although
she remained for some days in territorial waters,
and she proceeded to the Azores, where she took on
board her armament and her crew. Captain Semmes
then put out to sea and was at large for some two
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years, duringwhich time he sank sixty-nine merchant
ships of the United States, As she had the advantage
of steam and was unhampered by wireless telegraphy
or submarine cables, the Alabama worked under
conditionswhich wereideal for acommerce-raider ;
two months must needs elapse before news of her
activities at any spot could reach the States and
a warship be sent out, and by that time she had
decamped to another part of the ocean. The damage
done by her and her two Sisters was assessed some
years later at 3,000,000, but the indirect damage
inflicted was far greater, for the danger to United
States shipping caused rates of insurance to rise to
a prohibitive figure, and though the seaborne trade
of the North increased during the war, the tonnage
of her mercantile marine was reduced by half and
was many years in regaining its normal figure.*
The Alabama was ultimately sunk off Cherbourg
on Sunday, 19th June 1864, by the United States
sloop Kearsarge, and some years later Grant's
administration claimed and won from England at
an international tribunal damages assssd at the
figure mentioned above.

Apart from these isolated raiders, naval warfare

! As a curious instance of the far-reaching consequences of
a modern war, it may be mentioned that acute digtress was caused
to the inhabitants of the lonely idand of Tristan d'Acunha in the
S. Atlantic by the cessation of vists from United States whalers,
driven off the sss by Confederate privateers.
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was chiefly confined to the activities of Federal
patrols on the watch for the fast Confederate
blockade-runners which received their cargoes from
neutrals in the West Indies, and then ran for the
ports of Georgia or the Carolinas. Attacks were
also made from time to time on the chief Confederate
harbours, and these operations gave opportunity
for much individual gallantry. No chronicle of such
naval designs can be attempted here, but two
examples may be mentioned from among many of
that intrepid devotion to duty which hasin England
aways been taken as typical of the senior Service.
A vessd built in the Confederate yards as a sub-
marine sank four times with her crew. A fifth crew
volunteered, and she sank for the fifth time. She
was raised and used as a surface craft, and her sixth
crew perished by the torpedo with which they
destroyed a Federal man-of-war. Craven, a United
States officer, was in command of a monitor at
the sege of Mobile under Farragut in 1864. In
order to open the channel he steamed at full speed
upon a mine, and in the seconds that elapsed before
the vessdl sank Craven, bound for the deck, stood
courteously asde from the manhole to allow his
pilot to pass first, and went down with his ship.



X
THE FALL OF THE CONFEDERACY

WITH Sherman at Atlanta and Grant at Peters-
burg, victory was creeping nearer and nearer for
the North in the summer of 1864, and it might
well seem that the haven was in sight. Yet all
danger was not yet past. Grant and Sherman, to
adapt Walt Whitman's simile, had navigated the
vessd to thelandfall; to Lincoln was left the harder
task of piloting her through the perilous shoas
which lay about the harbour's mouth. A great
war-weariness had come upon the nation. Her
best sons had fallen, as they must aways fall when
a democracy goes into battle; the exaltation and
self-confidence that accompanied the declaration
of a popular war had given place to searchings of
heart which only a Lincoln had faced before Sumter.
Men of the North were beginning to realize that
the right was not all on their side, and that the
South was not pouring out her life-blood intorrents
to keep men daves. The stimulus of disgrace had
been removed from the Federal armies. Gettysburg
and the Wilderness had atoned for Fredericksburg
and the Seven Days, and with the end in sight the
reaction came;  the prize, as so often in human
affairs, seemed now to be some Dead Sea apple that
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would crumble to dust and bitterness in the hand.
Would Lee ever be beaten, men asked, and if
beaten what could the victorious armies do in the
South, where every man and every woman was
a fierce enemy to the conquerors ? Could the
country ever be held ? And if it were held, would,
it not be as Spain to Napoleon or Ireland to the
English f Minds sick with the four years woe
shrank from a consideration of the problems recon-
struction would bring. They did not realize that
the population of the South was too scanty for
guerilla warfare, that it was too akin in race and
institutions to remain for ever at enmity with the
North. They only saw their own disunion; for the
North had never been united like the South, the
existence and prosperity of the country had never
been threatened ; - its best men had fought for an
ideal and its worst for gain, and now the gain seemed
worthless and the ideal had faded for ever with the
dreams of a bygone time. Worst of all, a great
political party took its stand in opposition to
Lincoln's Proclamation of Emancipation. It seemed
as if the liberty of a perfect democracy was about to
ruin the state asit had ruined Athens in the ancient
world. American political life, whether at North
or South, whether before or after the war, has never
been a source of any great pride to Americans.
Lincoln was a supreme exception sent at the hour
of need, but his opponents and supporters were
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men of very moderate worth, and he was hedged
about with every kind of intrigue and calumny.
Finally, the Presidential elections were pending;
McClellan, relieved of his command by Lincoln,
was standing as the Democratic candidate with
a conciliatory platform, and every. element of dis-
content, interested or sincere, rallied to him against
the President. It was a dark hour, and those who
question Lincoln's greatness would do well to
study his conduct and his utterances at this time
and compare them with those of his rivals. They
should consider whether any other American of his
day or of his generation could have dealt without
ambition and without weariness with the successful
and with the ambitious as well as with the discon-
tented and disgraced, with the bitter New Englander
as well as with those who urged an understanding
with the South, with those who wished the Con-
stitution to be kept to the letter, as well as with
those who wished to break it, letter and spirit.
Fortunately for the North, the darkest days in
the field had passed before November. Sherman
was in Atlanta and pressing forward, and Sheridan,
the fourth to stand with Grant, Sherman, and
Thomas, had removed the fear of invasion for ever
from Washington by ravaging with fire and sword
the length and breadth of the Valley of Virginia,
whose smiling plenty had once delighted Jackson's
men on their march to the first battle of Bull Run.
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Lincoln's majority in the electoral college was
overwhelming, and he was enabled to turn his
thoughts to reconstruction rather than to the
harassing task of winning the war before his successor
came into office.  When we read his public utter-
ances of this time we feel that he has become
something more than a republican magistrate. He
is the father of a people teaching his children, as
in the deep wisdom and tenderness of the Second
Inaugural; no longer on a moral equality with his
advisers and friends, but their accepted master.

As for the war, it was now at last winning itself
without his help. In the early days of November,
Sherman, near Atlanta, had conceived the brilliant
design which he executed with such success. Leav-
ing Thomas with a large army to watch Hood, he
took fifty thousand of his best troops and marched
east for the seq thus cutting in half what remained
of the Confederacy. Hood did not attempt to
follow him, but pushed northwards until his army
was met and destroyed by Thomas at Nashville,
towards the end of the year, and by that time
Sherman was at Savannah. He had marched swiftly,
living on the rich countryland of Georgia, and
leaving behind him a belt, sixty miles wide, from
which he had swept everything of any value to the
South, from crops and animals to bridges and rail-
way track—a black belt of desolation across the fair
territories of Georgia. Sherman's organization of
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the march was faultless; prophets at the South
and North alike had predicted that the design was
too ambitious to succeed, but no enemy appeared
in “strength, and the American soldier, full of
resource and often possessed of considerable tech-
nical skill, overcame all obstacles. The wholesale
destruction of so much property was cruel enough,
even if, as would seem the case, acts of savagery and
violence were as rare as could well be expected from
a band of ordinary soldiers, but public opinion had
been exasperated by the length of the war, and
either side was now prepared to strike desperately
and thoroughly. Sherman himself probably felt
that such destruction was preferable to a prolonga-
tion of the war.  Still, we may well think that Lee,
under similar circumstances, would have gone on his
way a little less light-heartedly than Sherman.

Arrived at Savannah, Sherman, after a short rest,
proceeded upon another march north, which was
intended to draw Lee from his works at Petersburg.
This second march is less famous than the march to
the sea, which has become familiar to the English-
speaking world from the marching-song which it
occasioned, but as an example of skilful organization
and execution it is even more amazing. The se&
‘board of the Carolinas was not comparable as
campaigning-ground to the firm country of Georgia;
Sherman had to cross endless marshes, bridge rivers,
and cut his way through forests, and all in winter,
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but he went on, without a pause, bringing the hour
of the final victory nearer with every mile that he
marched.

And now the cloud of ruin which had hung so
long and so low over Richmond was about to break.
Lee's army was the only great Confederate force
still intact, and through the cold winter it had been
manning the lines of Petersburg half starved, fight-
ing savagely and desperately, if often successfully,
against the foe that pressed attack after attack upon
its outposts, itsroads, and itsrailways. The blockade
was almost complete ; Sherman had closed several
of the last ports still approachable by blockade-
runners, and Grant was cutting the railway com-
munication with others. Confederate finances,
which had necessarily been unsound from the
beginning, might now be said to have ceased to
exist; in 1864 a few cents in gold were quoted for
a Confederate dollar note in the South, and such
was the scarcity of all manufactured and imported
goods that prices were inflated to a degree not seen
again till after the financial crisis in Central Europe
in the years following the Great War.

Down in Gedrgia or Alabama such plantations
aswere still manned were sufficiently supplied with
their own farm produce, which the breakdown of
all transport necessarily left at home, but in the
towns and in Virginia, which had always been in
a state of sege, people and army alike .were near
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starvation. Coffee had become the rarest of luxuries,
boots were almost unobtainable, and the newspapers
appeared printed on wall-paper or thick brown
packing-paper. Plate, cutlery, linen, blankets, cur-
tains, even carpets, had gone from the houses to
the camp or the hospital, and in the lovely homes
of the old families desolation and want reigned,
amid the overgrown and uncultivated land. Rich-
mond itself, within sound of the guns, was a city
of pain and mourning ; government receptions and
dances and the joybells of victory had long ago
given place to the processons of ambulances and
hearses, to the tolling of bells and the music of the
*Dead March\ To Richmond came, one after
another, the flower-wreathed coffins of the great
Southern leaders—Jackson's long ago, Stuart's in
the days of Spottsylvania; * and now in the last
days of all died thefiery Jubal Early, and that great
fighter, A. P. Hill, killed before Petersburg. Even
at this distance of time, the records of the war
during this period cannot be studied without leaving
a feeling of depression. The sunlight and high
endeavour of the earlier campaigns have gone, and
there has come instead, into Grant's army as well as
intoLee's, afeeling of wearinessand sickness, themoral
counterpart of thewinter cold and mire of Virginia.

! Jeb Stuart was mortally wounded in a cavalry skirmish; his
death in hospital was as his life had been, worthy of a gallant
Christian gentleman.
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During the sufferings of this bitter winter, Robert
Lee—the Marse Robert or Uncle Robert of his
troops—had cessed to be merely the trusted com-
mander, and had become in a very true sense the
father of his country, the noble presence to whom
all eyes looked in the shadow of disaster, but he had
resolutely refused all thought of becoming anything
more than Davis's servant. Jefferson Davis, who,
with all his shortcomings of political and military
unwisdom, had yet bravely served the cause which
had chosen him asits leader, was still defiant, but he
must have known that the end of all was near when
he learned that Sherman had scored a line of destruc-
tion across and again across the Southern States.
From the merely strategic point of view it might
still have been possible in the autumn of 1864
for Lee to break loose from Grant, and prolong
the war indefinitely by daring campaigns in south-
west Virginia, but to abandon, at the eleventh
hour, a capital which had for four years been
defended at the cost of so much precious blood, would
have meant the political ruin of the Confederate
government, and so long as the President wished
the army to defend Richmond Lee would hold
the fort. The works grew and grew throughout
the winter till they could scarcely be held by the
diminished Army of Northern Virginia. Severa
attempts were made to break the Confederate line,
but Grant's troops were no longer the men of Gettys-
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burg; they, too, had lost their best in the Wilder-
ness or at Cold Harbor, and the new conscripts,
only half trained, were poor soldiers. The best of
the nation at this time were with Sherman.

The end came in the early days of April. Sherman
was approaching, and Johnston, reappointed to com-
mand by Lee, who had been made Commander-in-
Chief when it was too late, was falling back before
him. Lee made afinal attempt at a serious counter-
stroke before Petersburg; it failed, owing to the
smallness of his army—he had 57,000 men as against
Grant's 124,000—and Grant at last broke through
his lines. It was on this dark day that A. P. Hill
fell. Lee's telegram to Davis informing him that
Richmond must be evacuated reached the President
in church on Sunday morning, the 2nd of April,
Passion Sunday, according to the Roman calendar.
Within twenty-four hours the Government, and as
many private persons as the decrepit railway could
carry, had fled ; the last of the garrison marched
south to join Lee, and a deserted city, with stores
and papers burning, and munitions exploding in
every quarter, heard in the distance the Federal
bands playing ' Yankee Doodle \

Lee still hoped to break through the toils and
join Johnston in Southern Virginia, but the pursuit
was pressed energetically, his trains failed him, and
Sheridan's cavalry harassed his flank. The marvel
was that any organization at all remained in the

307s cc
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Confederate commissariat. From the army, at last,
numbers were straggling every day. A weeK's
nightmare followed the evacuation of Richmond, in
which both armies stumbled forward in desperate
haste over the bad country, Lee's men with scarcely
any food and shrinking daily, yet fighting fiercely
when touched. Indeed, they accounted for 10,000
Federal casualties in dead, wounded, and prisoners
after leaving Petersburg, and Grant remarks that
no engagements in the war were fought in a more
determined manner ; it would seem, however, that
at the end he held his hand to avoid unnecessary
bloodshed. At last, near Appomattox Court House,
Lee was surrounded and consented to meet Grant.
We can guess what an effort it cost him to do so.
"1 had rather die a hundred deaths', he told his
staff; and he remarked on the esse with which
death would come if he rode towards the firing of
his outposts. Grant himself has described the
meeting; the contrast between the tall, handsome
Lee in the full uniform of his rank, wearing a
splendidly mounted sword, and himself in the
ordinary dress of the Federal soldier, his boots
splashed with mud.* Hetells, too, how the elation
of success had been succeeded in his mind by

! Grant, when writing this description, was probably thinking
of that day long ago in Mexico when the immaculately dressd
Captain Lee snt the dovenly Lieutenant Grant back to his
quarters to dress (Maurice, p. 285).
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a depression of spirit which must be shared by any
one who follows thus far the fortunes of the Army
of Northern Virginia, 'that splendid body of men
which, vital in all its parts, died only with its
annihilation \  The terms were generous, and Grant
restrained his troops from any sign of triumph when
they received the surrender of their adversaries,
Lee bade a dignified and affectionate farewell to his
men and rode back to Richmond, away from public
life. The war had broken his physical powers, and
he lived but five years longer.*

It has become common among the most able and critical of
modern writers to emphasize the disaffection and loss of will to
fight in the Southern States in 1864-5. Examples of this may be
seen in Mr. Channing's dispassionate chapter on the' Collapse of the
Confederacy' (vol. vi, ch. xx, pp. 612 ff.), where many authorities
are quoted, and in articles in the Mississippi Valley Historical
Review for September 1924 and March 1925. No one, | imagine,
would wish to deny the existence of disaffection and lassitude in
such a large community—indeed their existence could have been
reasonably inferred even without evidence—the rea difficulty
lies in estimating their influence and extent, and | cannot help
feeling that writers such as Mr. Channing are somewhat repelled
by previous extravagant praise of Southern heroism. In every
society, as in every family and every human being, there must be
many acts and tendencies which are accidental, morbid, and non-
significant, and it seems to me that both the discontent of many
and thefinal confidence of such men as Davis are of thiskind. Com-
parisons are apt to be fallacious, but | think it isworth considering
whether the German people and armies in November 1918 had
endured in the mental and physical order a strain at all comparable
to that of the Southern people and the Army of Northern Virginia.
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He had made a name for himself which must
stand very high among the great captains of history,
not far below such generals as Caesar and Hannibal,
Cromwell and Condé and Turenne, Marlborough
and Frederick the Great. Any comparison of him
with the great generals of his own or other centuries
is made difficult by the circumstances of this war*
He was never at the head of military affairs in peace
time; there was, therefore, no band of professional
veterans, such as Caesar's or Napoleon's, whose
discipline and spirit he had formed. He was a man
of one war, and had learnt little as a subordinate.
These disabilities, indeed, he shared with Grant
and Sherman, his rivals, but it may be questioned
whether any other great general has made his reputa-
tion with an army which had from the beginning
drawn upon the last reserves of the population,
which strategically was always inferior to its enemy,
which was outclassed in artillery, and which was
never completely provided with clothes and up-
to-datefire-arms. The brilliant successes of Moltke
in the Austrian and French campaigns of the
next five years diverted attention from America,
and many European writerswho arewell acquainted
with the French and Prussian wars have shown
themselves singularly ignorant of American history,

! Lee had had a distinguished share in the Mexican war as a saff
officer, but | cannot believe that this was of any great help to train
him for the vastly different conditions of the Civil War.
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but it is probable that military opinion of to-day
would rate Lee higher than Moltke. The German
had the vast resources of a growing empire to draw
upon, his campaigns were prepared beforehand, his
wars declared to order, and he was never seriously
pressed or compelled at a moment's notice in the
field to change hiswhole plan. Lee, onthe contrary,
came to high command when his country was
aready in a state of sege; most of his movements
were made in the face of an attacking enemy with
superior forces, even in the intervals between
campaigns, the state of his army never gave him
a completely free hand to decide his strategy. He
was indeed throughout confined to strategy of short
range, but there is nothing to show that he would
not have been capable of building large plans had
the opportunity been given him. Intactical skill he
has seldom, if ever, been surpassed in modernwarfare.

Beyond his military genius stands the transparent
charm of his character that no misfortunes or
‘succeses could sour or warp. Perhaps nothing
shows better the nature of his ideals than the follow-
ing extract from a letter written to his eldest son
shortly before the Civil War. 'Nearly a hundred
years ago', he wrote, © there was a day of remark-
able gloom and darkness—still known as " the dark
day "—a day when the light of the sun was slowly
extinguished, -as if by an eclipse. The legislature
of Connecticut was in sesson, and as its members
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sav the unexpected and unaccountable darkness
coming on, they shared in the general awe and
terror. It was supposed by many that the last day
—the day of judgement—had come. Some one, in
the consternation of the hour, moved an adjourn-
ment. Then there arose an old Puritan legislator,
Davenport of Stamford, and said that, if the last
day had come, he desired to be found at his place,
doing his duty, and, therefore, moved that candles
be brought in, so that the House could proceed
with its duty. There was quietness in that man's
mind," continued Lee, 'the quietness of heavenly
wisdom." Even such was the quietness of his own
mind when all his hopes were ruined, when he saw
Pickett's charge recoiling from Cemetery Ridge,
when he watched his army shrinking before Peters-
burg, when he rode away from Appomattox, a
prisoner of war on parole. 'What will history say
of our surrendering ? ' asked a staff officer, before
the decision was taken. ' That is not the question,’
answered Lee, 'The question is, whether it is
right; and if it is right, | take the responsibility.'
It is this unbreakable strength, when all around was
reeling, this resolution to follow without wavering
what seemed to him to be the will of God, which
gives Lee, as has been remarked, something of the
peculiar dignity of Sir Thomas More. Unfortu-
nately, no satisfactory account of his life has yet
been written, but his gracious personality, which
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made those who met him feel that they were in
the presence of something nobler than themselves,
emerges from his every recorded action or letter,
and remains as one of the most abiding and ennobling
memories of the American Civil War.*

A few weeks before the surrender at Appomattox
Lincoln had taken office for the second time as
President. The speech he made on this occasion—
known as the Second Inaugural—though short, is
a masterpiece of wisdom and eloquence, and must
stand as the truest and most humble pronounce-
ment of a victor in the hour of triumph that the
modern world has seen. ' Fondly do we hope’, so
ran the ending of the speech,'—fervently do we pray
—that this mighty scourge of war may speedily pass
awvay. Yet, if God wills that it continue until all
the wealth piled by the bondman's two hundred and
fifty years of unrequited toil shall be sunk, and until
every drop of blood drawn with the lash shall be
paid with another drawn with the sword, as was
said three thousand years ago, so still it must be
said, "The judgements of the Lord are true and
righteous altogether ". With malice toward none ;
with charity for all; with firmnessin the right, as
God gives us to se the right, let us strive on to

! This appreciation of Lee was written before the appearance
of General Maurice's book, but | have left the last sentence un-
changed, snce General Maurice himself disdaims any suggestion
that he has written a definitive Life of Lee.
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finish the work we are in." 'Judge not, that ye
may not be judged ', he had said to his people earlier
in the same speech, and these were words con-
tinually on his lips during these days when any
talked of revenge upon the conquered South.

Such a spirit in the President of the United States
augured well for the reconstruction of the country,
and an observer at the time might have looked
gladly forward to the victory of wisdom and peace.
Unhappily, such things were not to be. The war,
which had cost so many precious lives, was to cost
the most precious of all. The stain of slavery, to
ue Lincoln's mode of thought, could only be
expiated by the sacrifice of the man who, if no
nobler than many who had aready died, had,
besdes his personal nobility, the supreme impor-
tance of one who aone could secure the happiness
of his country.

Lee's surrender was the virtual end of the war,
and the nation knew it. Lincoln had been with
Grant's army immediately before the fall of Rich-
mond, and had entered the city alone a few hours
after his troops. He returned to Washington by
s, and we ae told that on the voyage he was
happy beyond the usual; as was his custom, he
read passages of Shakespeare to his party, and it
was remembered afterwards that he had paused
and repeated the lines in which Macbeth spesks of
the peace which Duncan has found in the grave.
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Lee had surrendered on Palm Sunday. On the.
morning of Good Friday, which was not observed
asaday of publicrestinthe United States, a Cabinet
meeting was held in which Lincoln foreshadowed
his scheme of reconstruction for the South, and was
decisive that reprisals and persecution should have
nopartinit. He aso told his ministers of a strange
dream which had come to him on the previous
night, as it had come on the nights preceding
several of the most important events of the war.
In the evening he attended a theatre, which was
crowded with those who wished to s the President
and General Grant, who aso was expected to be
present. In the middle of the play the audience
heard the report of a pistol in the President's box,
and a figure leaped down upon the stage, crying
' Sic semper tyrannis’', the motto’ of Virginia, and
disappeared into the wings. It was John Booth,
a fanatical, half-mad actor of Southern sympathies,
who had conspired with others to assassnate the
President, Grant, and members of the Cabinet.
The other intended victims escaped, except Seward,
who was wounded, but Booth had done his work
with Lincoln only too well, and within a few hours
the President was dead.

His death was followed by a wave of grief all
over the North which iswithout parallel in American
history. His body was borné for burial to his
[llinois home, the scene of his first triumphs, and

75 D d
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the funeral train, as Walt Whitman has described it
seemed to bring the hush of death even into the
woods of spring through which it passed. Even in
England, and in the circles which had cast the most
ridicule upon his mannerisms of the backwoods, the
shock of his death made men realize how great
a power for good had vanished, and there can be
little doubt that the tragic circumstances of his
end secured his reputation in his own country more
effectually than a longer life and further services
would have done. The cult of Lincoln, indeed, in
America, has occasionally been unintelligent and
to some degree extravagant, as must aways be the
caxe with popular heroes, and it has led many out-
side America, who could s little greatness in the
traits of his character which were emphasized by
his admirers, to believe that his reputation was
largely exaggerated. Within recent years, however,
his personality and actions have been more care-
fully and critically examined, and his fame has not
been diminished by the scrutiny.

Lincoln was, of a certainty, a great statesman;
perhaps the greatest that the world has seen since
Waterloo; and the American nation has surely
chosen rightly in setting him to live beside Washing-
ton as the father of his country. The shortness of
his public life has often been aleged to prove that
his political achievement was small. The time was
indeed short, but the four years during which he
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was in office were more significant than the forty
which followed them, and the deeper we read in
the story of the Civil War, the harder it is to escape
the conclusion that, humanly speaking, without
Lincoln the Union of States would have been
dissolved and the abolition of slavery postponed, at
least for many years. These two achievements
would be sufficient to stamp Lincoln as a great con-
structive statesman, but there is another debt
besides, not so often understood, which the American
Commonwealth owes to his Presidency. A demo-
cracy, as has often been remarked, is at its weakest
during a long war. The mases are incapable of
instruction in the varying necessities of military and
diplomatic affairs; they must necessarily delegate
all executive power for the time being. Who, then,
is to judge at such a crisis whether their delegate
is abusing his power ? To make him unanswerableis
to erect atyranny ; to make him answerable to every
wind of public anger or lassitudeis to deny him any
real power. 4

Thisvery grave difficulty, which is being felt by
so many peoples of Europe at the present moment,
weas felt by the North during the war, all the more
because such a crisis had never before presented

“itself to a President of the United States since the
framing of the Constitution. There were those
who accused Lincoln of unconstitutional and tyran-
nical action, especialy in the early stages of the
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war ; there were others who accused him of tem-
porizing and weskness. In reality, his tenure of
office gave to his country and to his age a true
interpretation of the spirit of the American con-
stitution, a lesson in the government of a democracy
in war-time, which has already proved of the utmost
value to his successors, and may prove the salvation
of America in times to come.

Such are the outstanding political achievements of
Abraham Lincoln. Yet it is not his work, great as
it was, but rather the spirit and ideals of the man
himself, which give Lincoln his peculiar position in
history. Alone of modern statesmen he realizes in
some measure the dim familiar ideal of all modern
peoples, and especially of our own in all its branches.
Alone he approaches nearly to the ruler for whom
the nations of the earth have yearned, as for a
Messiah, since the days of the French Revolution ;
one who should govern, not in virtue of his differ-
ence from others or of his origin in a cdass born to
rule, with a hundred gifts of education and influence
and blood, nor because, with none of these gifts,
he should wish to shatter the whole existing order
of the world, but in virtue of his sympathy for all
men, his belief in them, and his unwillingness to
treat any man as his inferior. "As | would not be
a dave, so | would not be a master’, he wrote once.
We have only to compare these words, which are in
full agreement with Lincoln's actions, with the
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words and actions of other leaders of men to realize
how great, is the gulf between their view of states-
manship and his. A Napoleon or a Caesar moulded
the world with a hand of iron; their strength lay
in their distance from ordinary men; they are
heroes, supermen, rare and not encouraging excep-
tions. Each rose above the wreckage of his time
as the single Man who could act and work, not by
theory, of which the world was sick, nor by tradition,
which had failed, but by an intuition and genius
above those of hisfellows. They were awonder, apart
from the rest of men. Equally distant from Lincoln
are the great statesmen of peace of the European
model, a Cavour, a Metternich, or a Palmerston,
a Gladstone even and a Webster, men of a trade,
educated to their trade, who worked for their
country in statecraft rather than for their fellow-
men in love. Lincoln is unique because, almost
alone among statesmen, he went far to bridge the
space that lies between strength and sympathy.
A Cicero,”a Newman, find it hard to act because
they can sympathize with points of view other than
their own; Lincoln could sympathize and yet act.
He could pursue his end unswervingly, yet without
a touch of that obstinacy and blindness which is
the cause of the success of most strong men. The
possesson of power only made him gentler and
humbler than he had been before, and years of the
greatest strain seem to have developed his charity
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as well as his ability. He is unique among men of
action because, while realizing his own weskness,
and the capabilities of others, while bearing always
about with him the desolating consciousness that
truth and righteousness are the monopoly of no
man, his strength grew from day to day together
with his moral perception and the breadth of his
sympathy. No one can study at all carefully the
character and utterances of Lincoln without feeling
increasingly theinfinite possibilities of man's achieve-
ment. The wrongheadedness and sadness of the
great conflict fall aside; the worth and love-
worthiness of the weakest of the combatants remain.
Americans do right in honouring him, for heis the
supreme example of the American character, the
new blood by which the world has been enriched
in the new world beyond the sees

We have mentioned some of the qualities which
have won for Lincoln his secure place among the
world's great men. It is not suggested that he was
faultless. In small matters, as has been said, he
could be unscrupulous enough in the game of
politics. He was ignorant in many ways, and on
some points he was intellectually narrow-minded.
His lack of education left him without that ready
knowledge of the world and wide moderation which
is given by the traditional higher education of
European countries. Though he had a real dignity
of his own, he had nothing of the compelling charm
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possessed by a Napoleon or a Charles Stuart or
a Lee. Lincoln himself realized more than most
how small is a man's capacity for the truth and how
far his conduct must fall short of his ideals, but it
was part of his teaching that the good was aone
significant and the evil often pardonable, and the
significance of Lincoln's character must not be lost
sight of in amassing a catalogue of his failures and
his wesknesses. Most men, at one time or another
of their life, meet with one who seems to them to
be a living sanction, an abiding assurance that' the
good is, and aways must remain, above the evil;
that man, weak as he is, was not meant to yield to
his weakness. Such a one was Lincoln to many
of those who needed guidance in the darkness of
that war-time, nor has all his power died with him.
It is still possible to read one of his whimsical
anecdotes, told to unsympathetic listeners where
argument had failed, begun while they fretted with
impatience, and ended as they smiled through their
tears, and to feel some of the emotion which it
caused when first spoken. Sixty years after his
death and thousands of miles from the country
where he lived, it is still possible to feel, with one
who was far removed in temperament from Lincoln,
how the sight of the evening star at its setting or
the spring lilac in bloom could revive a sorrow for
the man with whose memory those beautiful works
of nature were inseparably linked.
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The details of Lincoln's plan of reconstruction
must always remain unknown, but we can be sure
that they would have been wise, merciful, and just.
We cannot say the same of the plan—or lack of
plan—which was substituted for his by the Vice-
President who succeeded to his office.  The South,
ruined by war, had to suffer from an orgy of terrorism
and corruption, the like of which has never been
seen in a country which had all the outward signs
of civilization and free institutions. It does not
come within the scope of these pages to review the
disastrous years of reconstruction, or to describe
the vast developments that soon took place in the
United States owing to the improvement of western
communications and the influx of emigrants from
Europe. These causes, and the consequent growth
of wealth, have made most of the problems of
Lincoln's day seem as remote to an American of
the present as does the war of King and Parliament
to ourselves. The habits of thought, the types of
character, the deep religious beliefs of the com-
batants have alike vanished as a garment that is
changed. The United States is now a mighty
nation among the nations of the world, retaining,
as a nation, few of the characteristics of New
England, and none at all of the South. No remarks,
however, on the Civil War would be complete
without a brief statement of its abiding results.

First, then, the suppression of the Confederacy
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united the States of the Union firmly and per-
manently together as a nation, without fear of any
civil strife in the future. If by the phrase civil war
we mean only a war fought between two parties
within one country, the American Civil War cannot
properly be called a civil war, as can the wars of
Caesar against the Republicans, Navarre against the
Protestants, and Charles | against his Parliament.
But without quarrelling about the name, we may
sy that with the defeat of the extreme doctrine
of State rights on the battlefield, the only principle
of disunion in the American Commonwealth dis-
appeared. Until time brings about the rise of
some new principle of division, whether socia or
political, the United States of America will, in all
matters of importance, act, as Lincoln and the
North wished, as a united whole.

Next, the suppression of the Confederacy united
the new nationin all itsideals. The seceded States,
it istrue, for long kept to their old modes of thought,
but their prostration after the war prevented them
from having any influence over the new States of the
Middle and Far West. These took the colour of
their thought from the North, and at the present
day even the Southern States have lost much of
their old aoofness. A conception of the United
States as a rich and powerful Commonwealth,
differing from the old countries of Europe by the
greater freedom of her institutions, and the wider
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scope of the advantages which she can guarantee to
all her children, is the conception which Americans
of every State and party have to-day, and it is the
conception of Lincoln and the North.

Finally, the disappearance of slavery and the ruin
of the Southern aristocracy swept from American
life and American politics the last trace of the old
European socia distinctions. It may be said that
to some extent wealth has taken the place of birth
in American life. This is doubtless true, and in
time, it may be, a new aristocracy will spring into
being. Nevertheless, for the present at least, and
in spite of such bars as wealth may put between
rich and poor, America remains democratic in
spirit in a way that England is not, and, so far as
can be seen, never will be. The people of the
South were free, and they fought for freedom, but
they had nothing of this democratic spirit. It was
the spirit of Lincoln and the North. '

These brief and most inadequate considerations
may have served to indicate some of thé- great and
beneficial results of the war. A few words in con-
clusion remain to be said of the vanquished, and
they shall be all the more loving because they are
spoken of the dead.

When the last Confederate forces surrendered in
May 1864, the South had been defeated as perhaps
no people of equal civilization has ever been defeated.
She had boasted in the day of her pride that a nation
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could not be conquered ; destruction, not conquest,
had been her portion in the years which had passed
since that boast was made. When her scattered
remnants of armies broke to pieces, the North had
more than a million men under arms; Northern
population and Northern wealth had increased
during the war. At the South, the life-blood had
been drained; her wealth had vanished in smoke,
her land was scored and devastated, her institutions
changed, the hopes of all her people gone for ever.
The enemy had put out his hand to all her desirable
things, and all her beauty was departed. From
being a great and even a preponderant force in
American politics she fell to a position of no influence
at all, and lay for amost two generations in silent
misery. Only in our own day has something of her
material prosperity returned, but her voiceissilent,
and must probably aways remain so, while the
currents of American life flow through the cities
of the North and Middle West, and across to the
Pacific. Yet that stretch of land, from Virginia to
Mississippi, still known as the South, the dear
®Dixie' of war days, could call forth a passionate
love and devotion such as was never felt for the
Northinthe past or for the United States of to-day.
A nation's character, it has been said, is mirrored
in its songs, and the songs of the South, both past
and present, have an accent of extraordinary love
and yearning for the home which gave them birth.
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They are sad, too, as if with a spirit of prophecy.
How often did prisoners in the North, and Con-
federate soldiers in bivouac or on the march, sing
the national anthem, ' Dixie " !
| wish | was in de land of cotton,
Old times dar am not forgotten !
In Dixie land whar | was born in
Early on one frosty mornin' . . .
Den | wish | wasin Dixie. . .
To live and die in Dixie . . .
Away, away, avay down south in Dixie!

And the negro song, so familiar to our eas :
Tse gwine back to Dixie, -
Fse gwine where the orange blossoms grow.
For | hear the children calling,
| s their sad tears falling,
My heart's turn'd back to Dixie, and | must go.
is inspired by that same intense desire to hold or
recall the past. Cordelia, Cordelia, stay a little!
Wrong as were the political ideas of the South,
fatal as would have been their application over
a wider territory, we cannot follow the "history of
this struggle without a feeling of deep sadness at
the fall of the Confederacy. The South gave their
al—as no other people has done, as the North did
not—in what became a desperate and hopeless effort
to preserve what they loved most passionately.
They staked their all, and lost all, and their Dixie, the
Dixie of the past, vanished like mist from the hands
that would have held her, and was lost for ever.



BOOKS ABOUT THE WAR

A SMALL work of this kind does not demand a full biblio-
graphy, but | may be allowed to give a list of some of the
best books on the subject for any who may desire to read
deeper in the American Civil War.

First among the primary sources for the historian must
stand the official Records of the Union and Confederate
Armies in fifty-two volumes, which embody every dispatch
and official order that the industry of years was able to
collect. Besides this work, Battles and Leaders of the Civil
War gives an account of most of the campaigns, written by
the leading commanders of either side. Smaller points of
military and political interest have been investigated by the
Military History Society of Massachusetts and by the
Southern Historical Society, and may be found discussed
in their publications, and in the Mississippi Valley Historical
Review. :

Histories of the Civil War have been written by Wood
and Edwards and by Ropes and Livermore, but the best
short account to my mind is the later and compressed ver-
sion of J. F. Rhodes's History of the United Satesfrom the
Compromise of 1850, originally published in five volumes. It
is authoritative, well documented, and eminently fair. At
the moment of writing, vol. vi of E. Channing's History of
the United Sates has appeared. It covers the Civil War
“and is of the utmost value, especially on the political and
economic side, but | do not think it should supersede Rhodes,
Of smaller histories with a wider scope, perhaps the best is
Goldwin Smith's The United Sates. The chapters on the
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course of the war in the Cambridge Modern History, vol. vii,

by Lincoln's secretary, John Nicolay, are incomplete and

partisan, and form a striking contrast to the brilliant and

balanced chapter from the pen of Woodrow Wilson which -
precedes them and gives an account of the political events

in the decades immediately before Secesson.

Campaigns of the Civil War (Scribners, New York), a
sries of monographs, has been largely superseded by later
and more general works but still remains useful for the
speciaist. Among more modern and critical monographs
may be mentioned the elaborately produced Battle of
Chancellorsville by Major J. Bigelow, and the Wilderness
and Cold Harbor by C. F. Atkinson, the writer of an article
on the war in the current edition of the Encyclopaedia
Britannica. Colonel T. L. Livermore's Numbers and
Losses in the Civil War is the most authoritative work on
a very vexed question which is constantly occurring in
every campaign, but his conclusions are not aways accepted
by recent writers. Interesting appreciations of the chief
actors on either side will be found in Gamaliel Bradford's
Union Portraits and Confederate Portraits.

Abraham Lincoln's Works have been edited in ten vqumes
by his secretaries John Nicolay and John Hay, who are dso
the authors of an even more voluminous life—Abraham
Lincoln, a History—dealing chiefly with Lincoln's public
life, and not without uncritical partiality in many of its
judgements. For Lincoln's earlier years W. H. Herndon
and J=s2 W. Weik's Abraham Lincoln is a primary authority
of great weight. For all practical purposes of genera reading
L ord Charnwood's magnificent study Abraham Lincolnin the
series Makers of the Nineteenth Century' may take the place
of alonger work. It isabook to which | owe much inspira-
tion and needs no praise from me. A. Rothschild's Lincoln ;
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the Master of Men may dso be recommended, | am told
that alife of Lincoln embodying all the most recent research
isin preparation by Mr. A. J. Beveridge. Many of Lincoln's
speeches are accessible in the Everyman edition (Dent & Co.,
London) though some are abridged without any comment;
thus the Second Inaugural loses the magnificent pessage
(quoted in full by Lord Charnwood, p. 439) where Lincoln
speks of the war as aretribution for the sin of davery.

At the moment of writing Major-General Sir Frederick
Maurice's long-looked-for study of Lee, Robert E. Lee the
Soldier, has appeared. It represents the mature and critical
judgement of a military historian who has long been ac-
quainted with all the materials of his subject. No adeguate
full-dress biography of Lee exists, but one who loves him
will find much that is delightful in older books, such as the
Life by his nephew Lee Childe, Recollections and Letters
of General R. E. Lee by his son R. E. Lee—perhaps the best
authority for Le€e's private life—General Lee in the * Great
Commanders' series by his nephew Fitzhugh Lee; Memoirs
of Robert E. Lee by his old comrade A. L. Long, and Leein
the ' Heroes of the Nations' saries by H. A. White. Perhaps
the best study of Lee in all the aspects of his life is Gamaliel
Bradford's most charming book Lee the American.

Jackson was fortunate enough to attract a writer of genius
as long ago as 1898, when many of the chief Confederate
officers were still alive, and Colonel Henderson's Stonewall
Jackson has been frequently reprinted as a military classic.
My debt to it for matters of fact and military criticism is
~ immense and will be obvious to all who know the book. As
regards Grant, nothing has entirely replaced his Memoirs®
written shortly before his death in 1886, which have justly
been ranked with the greatest autobiographies of men of
action. They are astonishingly accurate, transparently
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'sincere and moderate in tone, and are an authority of the
first importarice for many of the military movements of
the war. Yet regard for their excellence and for the
character of their author should not lead us to consider them
asanimpartial and complete history of theeventswithwhich
they deal. Grant, even as an old man, was no more unbiased
than was Caesxy when he wrote his commentaries on the
conquest of Gaul, and though he is modest enough when
his personal achievements are being narrated, it is clear
~ throughout that he holds a brief for the cause of the Union
and for the armies which he led. Especidly is this s, as
it ssems to me, in his account of the war after the campaign
of Vicksburg.

Those who wish to s the war from the point of view of
a Southern politician may study Jefferson Davis's somewhat
intemperate Rise and Fall of the Confederate Government,
An interesting if not aways convincing study of Davis has
recently appeared in H. J. Eckenrode's Jefferson Davis,
President of the South, but the kindest impartial estimate of
him is to be found in Gamaliel Bradford's book on Lee
referred to above. :

Finally, the student of Lee's campaigns should read, even
if he does not agree with, General Longstreet's From
Manassas to Appomattox.

| have touched very lightly in my narrative on the
diplomatic and naval aspects of the struggle. The three
volumes of the series The Navy in the Civil War (New
York) cover the chief operations, and there are lives of
Farragut and Porter. The more romantic episodes may be
studied in T. E. Taylor's Running the Blockade and J. TSI,
Morgan's Recollections of a Rebel Reefer.

Lives of Lord Palmerston, Earl Russdl, Mr. Gladstone,
and the Emperor Napoleon | | | give accounts of the intrigues
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.ahd reactions of feeling in Europe, and England's attitude
is the subject of the recently published Great Britain and
the American Civil War in two volumes by Ephraim D.
Adams.

| have found much interesting subsidiary matter in the
contemporary Northern History of the War for the Union
by Duyckinck (3 vols.,, New York), where many speeches,
dispatched, and eyewitnesses accounts are published. This
book contains, for instance, testimony which must be entirely
above suspicion as to the strict good conduct of Jackson's
men during the first invasion of the North, and the full
account of the duel between the Monitor and the Merrimac
gives detailswhich | have not met with elsewhere. Another
contemporary publication of considerable interest is
Southern Generals, who they are, and what they have done
(London, Sampson Low).

For all students of American politics Lord Bryce's The
American Commonwealth is of course essential, though it is
necessary to bear in mind that Lord Bryce was one of a
brilliant group of political thinkers who regarded the war
solely as one of the many happy steps towards Freedom and
Nationality which the world was making at the time.
J. M. Beck's The Condtitution of the tinited States is a recent
and shorter 'book. The Cambridge Modern History vol. vii,
and the Encyclopaedia Britannic a, besdes numerous articles,
give fairly full bibliographies up to the date of publication.
Lord Acton's essy on the causes of the war in his Essays
on Modern History is of value as giving the view of a gifted
- English contemporary whose sympathies were with the
South; of les value, though of equal interest, are the
enthusiastic references to Lee scattered throughout his
Letters to Mary Gladstone. It is instructive to notice, on
this as on other points, that in private letters the scrupulous
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caution of Acton gives place to an almost journalistic reck-
lesness of judgement. Various aspects of American life,
before, during, and after the war, are treated of in the
sries ' Chronicles of America' (Yale University Press). |
may mention particularly Abraham Lincoln and the Union,
The Day of the Confederacy The Sequel of Appomattox, and
The New South.

The above must suffice as a short list of historical sources
and critical estimates, but the genera reader, and indeed
any who wish to reconstruct for themselves the atmosphere
of the time, without which facts and criticisms must remain
lifdless, will do well to become familiar with various works
of imagination which reflect the social conditions of the
period in a way which no work of history—even though
written by a Macaulay—can hope to imitate. First among
these must be named Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe's Uncle
Tom!s Cabin, a biased but honest criticism of davery which
had immense weight in fostering hostility to the institution.
A glimpse of a more attractive side of negro life can be seen
in the ever-delightful Uncle Remus and Nights with Uncle
Remus of J. C. Harris. Another American classc, G. W.
Cable's Old Creole Days, gives a vivid picture of pre-war
society in New Orleans. Slavery, plantation life, and the
socia condition on the great rivers are described with
inimitable picturesqueness by Mark Twain in Huckleberry
Finn and Life on the Mississippi, and in the latter book will
be found an account of the Sege of Vicksburg. The Southern
aristocracy, at its zenith and in its decline, appears in severd
of Winston Churchill's well-known novels, especially
Richard Carvel, atale of old Virginia, and The Crisis, a story
of life in Missouri during the war. Vivid descriptions of
the actual fighting and of the Virginian First Families
are to be found in Miss M. Johnston's novels The Long Roll
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and Cease Firing!—descriptions which derive great value
from the author's near kinship with distinguished Con-
federate officers. It is a little curious that such a period
of struggle and sacrifice and awakening should have had so
little effect upon contemporary letters in America. The
great literary movement of New England was moribund
in 1860, but ft might have been expected that the growth
of a national consciousness on thefield of battle would have
brought about the birth of new forces. This was not the
cae, and sixty years after the war we are still awaiting
the rise of a specifically American literature. Indeed, in the
realm of pure literature, the only undying work inspired
by the war would seem to be Walt Whitman's exquisite
Drum Taps and his two laments on the death of Lincoln.
For the truest and deepest thought on the great questions
at issue, we still haveto go to the letters and speeches of
Lincoln himself.



SUGGESTED SHORT COURSE OF READING
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1. Rhodes, History of the United States, short version.

2. Woodrow Wilson, ' State Rights' in Cambridge
Modern History vol. vii.

3. Lord Charnwood, Abraham Lincoln.

4. G. Bradford, Lee the American.

5. Col. Henderson, Sonewal | Jackson.

6. U. S. Grant, Memoirs.

7. Winston Churchill, The Crisis.

8. Miss Johnston, The Long Roll and Cease Firing /
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