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Smith’s versionis : “Pir Muhammad was selected to follow him with
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him off as quickly as possible to Mecca, without giving him any time
for delay”, V. A, Smith, p. 33.
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in 1555,



14

al 3P e edsw “S’L. TR ATy oyl
ra bl 51y siailey sblal & o3l p e
Gl 4 wil plasl aily,ws eafie e ey - Sl
JUjs Jgal amle (285050 u UL Sy S 1550

-dlg.\»l,.‘..:l,;l,bf&..:;.nfpl),'
C—vlp\_’ W)L:-)'}J d.a& aut"ﬁl&r'#-\.‘drﬁ' c)))r
[P TR VTR M- W | Y O P A |
Ty el O Qua ¢ W3, :; ............ Fy(Shaw by
AJ,r Ay e Sl Gl @oled (33 LHOW AS 34 eagd
3 lpd sl 51 anil 457 oy iy ey cwd dwlyiy
.’f,n :‘.M,su.u_,j Iy c;lf..ﬁaa‘%-‘sl&rg{&\;. -.\:}biqb\i
Aol QLS S5 - pap @l 5l doped iy OF dy 33 (b Jo!
39 uaUéi ég)l';" el ol 30ke g'al"iT j| ny 9"3\.3 Slaxs
Syl ppay vaie & OULE L ')wrc%JM a5yl oS 8
0)5ise me slele K.,B-I_,;Mg;u.\s 33 ¢ Kledilay a)l“m’_,r\:-;
Uopas ccatls plaS &8 s gopd 229 8 3 o5 53 gl
ly odead ol coilor e jlens SAB 9 )by S5 Ob pas
3 e ST o 535 A S k] 93 259 28 9 5 P Aes

1 Thisisnot correct. ‘Abdal- 2. Lacuna in both MSS.

Rahim was born on 17
December, 1556, at Lahore 4 Bayrdm Khan's Persian and

and was therefore only four Turki Diwan have been pub-
years old in January, 1561, lished by the Asiatic Society
when his father was assassina- of Bengal in 1910,
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1. Prince Murad—second son of
of Akbar—was born on Thursday,
3 Muharram, 978 H. He died in
1006.
Prince Daayal—third and
youngest son of  Akbar—
was in 979 H. and died
in 1013 H
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1 According to Hadi, Jahangir
took this step as a precautionary mea-
sure. (p. 17.)

Some authorities say that Salim was
warned by Akbar himself.
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1 Ko e Someof themodern 2 s p I len e The

historians have, relying on the
printed text ™ of Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri,
Akbarnamah, written this name as

o (e - Sir Richard Burn

(Camb, Hist. of India, vol. 1V.
p. 157) and Dr Beni Prasad (History
of Jahangir, third ed. 1940, p. 126)
may be mentioned by way of illustra.
tion; for the correct name and a brief
account of his activities see Bloch-
maun, Ain, vol. I. p. 454., Khulasat-
al-Tawarikh, (Delhied.) p. 443,

3 InMSB 3y o3kl a8 ,a 53

Inju Sayyids originally belonged to
Shiraz. Mir Jamaluddin Inju was the
author of the well-known dictionary,
Farhang-i-Jhangiri: He joined Mughul
service under Akbar and took part in
the Gujarat campaign (See Akbar
Namah. vol. 111, pp. 255, 472 and
546 ; Also see JRAS, 1868, pp. 12to
15.
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1 His name was Shaykh Hasan
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1 o,.‘dl Ollj, Perhaps mean-

ing, of the family of Ulugh
Mirza. In this sense the term
would not be very correct in the
light of historical events. Ulugh
was in the seventh generation
of Timur's desendents. The Mirzas
ave Akbar plenty of trouble.
he leading figures in the revolt
against Akbar were Ibrabim, Mastd
and Muhammad Husayn who were
all brothers of Ulugh Mirza.
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chronograms and quotes them rather frequently to give
the dates of the death of important persons In quite
a few cases he has given chronograms composed by
himself. This is definitely a good feature of the Dhakhi-
rah, because it enables the reader to determine the dates
of some events, which have not been mentioned by
other writers. The Dhakhlrah, in short, will prove to
be a valuable source of information for Mughul
history.

S. MOINUL HAQ
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Shaykh Ma‘sim Bhakkari :
Cpldall M 93 3 Swsd Jig Yl
Mahabat Khan :

095 A s e S bzl e g s g 4 Jla culiyye

.".-..!Q..;‘.Jl b o Sty Slae g o5l aie jlai
On some problems Shaykh Farid has supplied
extremely useful information. The Rawghaniyah
Movement may be mentioned as an illustration. The
Mughul historians have condemned it as a disruptive
movement and tried to paint it as a form of heresy.
Shaykh Farid, on the other hand, presents a brilliant pic-
ture of the movement and shows how sincere its leaders
and followers were in their devotion to Islam. His refer-
ence to the movement, though brief, deserves a careful
examination by the historians. About the Khayr al-Baydn
of the founder of the movement he says that it contains
arguments proving the truth of Wahdar al-Wujud. The
author “has brought,” continues Farid, ‘“clear arguments
and irrefutable evidence from the nass, the hadith and
statements of the great men of the earlier times In
reality it is a wonderful book and if one examines it in
an impartial spirit one is bound to be benefited by it.”
About the founder of the movement he adds that “who-
ever saw him became his follower. Other instances could

also be quoted.

Shaykh Farid’s style is simple and straightforward,
He has used a large number of indigenous terms which,
it appears, were commonly used by sections of people
who spoke and wrote in Persian. Farid is fond of
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Again, the incident of Abu’l-Fadl’s repentence
is put by Shaykh Farid at the time when the former
was in the Deccan and not when he was in the capital,
as Blochmann seems to have understood, or more
correctly, misunderstood it. This shows, as also the
fact, that he has not mentioned the manuscript used
by him, that Blochmann did not see the Dhakhirah
himself but has quoted it on some other authority.

As has bzen stated earlier, Shaykh Farid com-
pleted his book when he was fairly advanced in years.!
His ideas were, therefore, mature, and there is no doubt
that his views on various problems and in respect of
personalities are quite definite. He had served the
Empire in different capacities and under several impor-
tant officers, and had been posted in various provinces.
He had participated in battles and had been present
at functions presided over by the Emperor himself.
He is fairly independent in his views and does not
hesitate in criticizing and sometimes even in condemn-
ing the vices of the great men about whom he writes.
A few instances may be mentioned.

Mirza ‘Abd al-Rahim Khan Khanan :

Ml paea o AL 31wl o 5T gl 3y 0b ekl

N [V 3,5 spi cbiles cadlpD apé éj\::..lJr_,.u“.

DD g el ) U ,; Jb ki Gy om Lo
Nawab Murtada Khan : 3,5 &b g2

£93 “dypd o e ly Pl aly Az Ja\s iy 3o 51 Yy
Hag glday LA pga s, WO Js p Lley e o

VIt is difficult to fiad out the year of Shaykh Farid’s death,

but it can be stated that he was past sixty in 1061 A. H.
when he was giving final touches to his book.
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had mentioned it. It has been stated that Jahangjr on
paying a surprise visit to the house of shaykh Abu ’l-
Fadl found there 40 scribes engaged in copying the
Qur’an. He reported the matter to Akbar telling him
that Abu’l-Fadl was guilty of duplicity : he wasa
staunch Muslim himself but preached Hinduism to
others. Akbar got infuriated at this report and sent Abu
’I-Fadl to the Deccan  After referring to this incident
Blochmann says: “A similar, but less credible story,
is told by the author of the Dhakhirat al-Khawanin.
He says that Abu’l-Fadl repented of his apostacy
from Islam, and used at night to visit in cognito the
houses of darveshes and, giving them gold mohurs
requested them ‘to pray for the stability of Abu ’1-Fadl’s
faith, sighing at the same time and striking his knees
and exclaiming. ‘What shall I do?” And just as writers
on the history of literature have tried to save Fayzi from
apostacy and consequent damnation, by representing
that before his death he had praised the Prophet, so
have other authors succeeded in finding for Abu ’l-Fadl
a place in paradise.” A careful study of Shaykh Farid’s
version will, however, show that he does not take the res-
ponsibility of giving currency to the story of Jahangir’s
surprise visit and its consequences. He begins the
story by saying :

Caz2ala aa yd fort Jlow pebe Ol aslzals a7 A eyl

QT,i ‘sl}?"ﬂ) VJK)B Je Wi 32 c,_,.: &l O,}} 2.)9

Dle &5 didgep Cpan didilyyl  @pam Jhn asS iy

Al ol cald (Al Jol apdag 298 03,5 b 3g4 23

sk oS Yy ol ol Jey o) ye et el g iy
! Page xl.
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AN sty & aniTayve e ol Flae pople 022 Jlu s
Olenys Sy @)Fdps JKo cin Coam A el iy
el algdlislizel agee ‘,&,
After describing how after the death of her first hus-
band, Nir Jahdn was sent back to the Court and put on
the personal staff of Salimah Begum, he refers to Jahan-
gir’s marriage in these words :

355 0L sy Oler & j1 45 3 a8y 20 28 Wi Oy
pom S y3 1y gt ods i1 LeaS 5y gk eyt ey iy
@ye 4l 3:.1,)',) Ar) ot r\.} A PRI G2 W VI Y R
s Jomapi & ceded il g cily eyl ol

Hdgap cam e @Ry Ol 598 olad & dip 31 uazile

It is not difficult to add more instances to indi-
cate the importance’'and value of shaykh Farid’s versions
of some very important problems of Mughul history.

Shaykh Farid’s biographical notices are often
characterized by personal touches, which make them
not only more interesting but in some cases very useful
for purposes of research.

It seems that most of the European writers on
the history of the subcontinent did not know of this
work, and perhaps this is the reason why we do not
find'its manuscripts in any of the well-known collections
and libraries of the West. Blochmann, however,
refers to the Dhakhirah in his introduction to the
English translation of A’ini Akbar? (page xI); but
it is certain that he himself had not seen the book,
and seems to have relied on some other authority who
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Next we find Shaykh Farid on the staff of Saran-
daz Khan Qalmiq, who was a three-thousander, and
held the charge of Dalmau with the fawjdar? of seventy-
two parganahs of Lucknow. He spent large sums on.
the stipends of the ‘ulamd and gifts to the darwlshes,
with the result that he could not pay the full dues of
his soldiers. The latter complained to the Emperor
who “recalled the writer of this compilation from the
Magqta‘-ship of Bir and appointed him his (Qalmaq’s)
Waktl i Mutlag al-Indn, so that he (Farid) might
bring prosperity to his sarkar. Under the orders of
His Majesty a salary of one thousand rupees a month,
with no deductions, and two rupees as daily allowance
for food, were fixed for him ; he was given unrestricted
powers and full responsibility of his sark@r.”" Shaykh
Farid succeeded in improving the conditions to such
an extent that by the time that he had to leave the
place in order to join the campaign against Jagat Singh,
the dues of Qalmaq’s soldiers were paid. Despite
Farid’s services Sarandaz Khan treated him unkindly.
Farid complains that “although the writer of this
compilation had ruined his chances of happiness in
the next world for his (Qalmaq’s) sake, he caused
harm to this slave on account of the complaints of his
former servants.” Thus, it is obvious that Shaykh
Farid was present at the Battle of Mau (1642 A. C.)
in the campaign against the rebel chief, Jagat Singh.!

! See F. 60 b. 2 8ee F. 61 a, 38ee F. 59 b, 61 a.
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by no means favourable to the Mughuls. After
Shah Jahan’s departure from the south, Shahji Bhonsla
violated the treaty according to which he had
surrendered to the Mughuls, With the help of the
Adilshahi forces he had captured the strong fort of
Daulatabad.! Fath Khan, the son of the famous
Malik ‘Anbar, was upset by this triumph of Shihji and
-appealed to Mahabat Khan, who was encamping at
Burhanpftir,? to help him against the enemy. Mah3bat
promptly decided to march towards Daulatabad. But
he was soon informed that Fath Khan had betrayed
him and joined hands with the Bijapuris. However,
he ordered his son, Khan Zaman, to besiege Daulat-
abad and started preparations for a large-scale war in
the Deccan® These precautionary measures on his
part proved to be of immense advantage. Ultimately
Mahabat captured Daulatabad in June, 1633. Several
persons composed chronograms of this great event ;
Farid wrote several* !

Al C-’:_i" aali (1)

Adgel md SLt s (p)

w2 g S s (1)

Wl S ol 2 lygm (M)

|\ Lahuri, I, 497.

2 Farid was present at Burhanpur when the people received
Mahabat Khan. He says :

Wy A el Jle U aael i 595 of & aes

3 Farld gives interesting dotails in this connection ; he was
the Amin and Bakhsht at Bir and was one of those officers
who were ordered to store provisions. He could collect
provisions worth four lakhs of rupees at Bir. See F. 35a.

¢ These phrases yield 1040. See F. 35 a.
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in trouble for some time, here he was treated with con.
sideration by Mirza Husayni.' Of all the leading nobles
under whom Farid had an opportunity of working
none seems to have impressed him more deeply than
Khan Jah@n. This is indicated by a conversation
which Farid had with Mahabat Khan on the merits
Khan Jahan. Evidently Mahabat could not appre-
ciate Farid’s laudatory remarks about Khan Jahan’s
virtues, particularly his generosity However, Farid
insisted on expressing his gratitude as well as his
admiration for Khan Jahan.

The other dishtinguished officer under whom
Shaykh Farid worked for a long period was the well-
known General Mahabat Khan, Perhaps it would be
safe to assert that Farid began to work under him in 1040
A. H. In any case he was present on the occasion whan
Shah Jahan honoured Mahabat Khan by personally
bidding him farewell in the Bagh Dehrah (1632 A. C.).
Mahabat Khan’s appointment had been made earlier
at the time when the distressed Emperor, at the death of
his beloved wife, Mumtaz Mahal, decided to leave
the Deccan for the north. Khan Zaman, son of
Mahabat Khan, was ordered to officiate his father
till his arrival. Mahabat Khan’s victories over the

Deccanis constitute a brilliant chapter of Mughul war-
fare in the south

Farid was an eye-witness to Mahabat Khan’s exploits.
At the time of his arrival the situation in the south was

' F. 50 b. 2 F, 36 b.
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In ‘1610 A. C. Shaykh Farid was presént in the
army of Khin Jahan Ludi' when the latter was com-
missioned to lead a campaign against the Deccan. He
seems to have remained under Khan Jahan for a consi-
derable time and speaks of him as his great benefactor.?
Farid was certainly in a position to watch the Khan’s
career and activities with interest and care, This is why
we find in his account of that nobleman, particularly in
connection with his revolt, a number of incidents which
are not found in other works. In 1024 A. H. he
mentions himself as the Diwan of Nuran Mahal, a
wife of Jahangir® It is difficult to say if Farid was
removed from the service of Khan Jahan or was given
this latter job in addition to his own duties. Never-
theless, he again refers to himself as Bakhshl i Kul of
the Sarkar of Khan Jahan in 1628 A.C. ; the Khan often
entrusted him with important duties.* Early in the
reign of Shah Jahan, Khan Jahan raised the standard of
revolt ; but Farid remained loyal to the Government.
He says that he returned to Bhakkar and was naturally

! He was the son of Dawlat Khan Ladi. He soon established

" his reputation as a soldier in the reign of Akbar. Jahan-
gir gave him the rank of 3000 ;3¢ and 1500 sawdr in the
second year of his reign. Three years later he became a
five-thousander and in 1610 was entrusted with the com-
mand of the Deccan campaign. See ‘Abd al-Hamld
Laharl, Padshahnamah (Calcutta edition), I, 272, It may
be added that he was first introduced to Khan Jahan
by Muhammad Shafi Sabzwari. See F. 45b.

? Farld calls himself as Ol O\ 3,32  See F. 36 b.

3 See F, 40 a. 4 See for instance F. 37 b,
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connected story of his activities as far as his official
career is concerned. Nevertheless, some stray references
at various places in the Dhakhlrah, if put together,
will give an idea of the position which he held at
different stages of his life. He says that he first took
service under the Mughuls as Wakil of Abu ’l-Fath
Dakhani! This must have been before 1015 A. H.
for in that year we find him as fawjddr of Lucknow.?
Abu ’l-Fath died during the Mughul campaign against
Udeypur. The Emperor awarded rank to his sons and
relatives and also conferred a mansah of 656 sawar on
Farid. The latter was not satisfied with this and
“returned to my native place”.?

Two years later Farid refers to himself as Amin
in the §7zbah of Berar He seems to have held this
post for about eight years as he himself writes :*

ot Ay 9 ol 9 (Ao g Olges A fard dsgerms ) pem
Ao cia ads 3y bl

! Abu’l-Fath was a descendant of Sayyid Muhammad of
Jaunpur, the leader of the Mahdawis. Abu ’l-Fath’s
father, Mir Ilahdad was known for his piety and devotion.
Abu ’I-Fath joined service of the Mughul Government
under Akbar and rose to the rank of 5000 z2f and sawar.
For some time he held the Sabahdart of Allahabad and
Farld was under him in these days (f. 46 a). He died at Pul
Kandal in Rajputana during the expedition against
%e“lémg of Udeypur in the time of Jahangir. (See

. 46 a.

1F 22a. 3F.46a. *“F.16a. S5F. 47b.
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hunt he would have this “§afI” executed. Someone
reported this to Shaykh Junayd who simply remarked :
“We need not worry on that account. The Mirza would
not return safe from his huating trip, and if he did, he
would not survive even for one night.”” It so happened,
continues Farid, that the Mirzi returned late in the
night ; he told his men that he would hang Shaykh
Junayd the next morning. But when he was sleeping,
a thief entered his house and killed him. Shaykh Junayd
attended the funeral of the Mirza and prayed for his
soul.!

Farid has related another interesting incident of
which he is an eye-witness. Mirza Fathpuri’s son,
Mirza ‘Abd-allah, was as cruel a man as his father.
He is stated to have gone to Ajmer in orderto be
enrolled as a disciple of Shaykh Husayn Chightl, the
sajjadah-nashtn of the dargah of Khwajah Mu‘in-al-Din.
Shaykh Husayn asked Mirza ‘Abd.allah as to how
many persons he had killed. The Mirza replied :
“Not more than three thousand in my whole life, and
of these I have killed with my own hand only two
hundred.” Shaykh Husayn refused to enrol him as a
disciple.?

Shaykh Farid’s service career under the Mughul
Government was long and variegated, exending over
a period of nearly half a century. Itis a pity we do
not possess enough details to build up a complete and

1 F. 49 a. 2 F.49a,
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“The sacred tomb of Hadrat Qutb al-Aquid
Makhdim Shaykh Baha al-Din Zikriya had
very little space around it and inside the
dome there was no room left because of the
graves of the Sajjadahs. He (Qulij Khan)
widened the dome and purchasing the houses
lying in the vicinity of the tomb extended
the courtyard and made it into a well design-
ed (uas oiiy %5) place. The compiler of
this collection, Shaykh Farid Bhakkari, had
always wished that this honour of the repairs
of the Rawdah, which is so near the native
town of this fagir should have fallen to his
lot because he is so closely connected with
that great Khdnwadah through  faith
and devotion. But he could not get that
privilege.”

Shaykh Junayd of Pattan (Gujrat), a Khalifah
and disciple of the well-known Gujrati Shaykh, Shah
Wajih al Din (d. 998 A.H.), was another $7f7 to whom
Farid was deeply attached (ws Sjmmil JoB olizst),
He has also related an incident of Shaykh Junayd’s
friendly attitude even towards his enemies. Mirza
Fathpurl, son of Mirza Shahrukh, was unhappy
with Shaykh Junayd and used to say that he spoiled
the beliefs of Muslims who became enrolled as his
disciples. Once when going on a hunting excursion
the proud nobleman said that on returning from the

1 See F. 62b.
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disciple -of Mir ‘Abd-allah MishkIn ragm.! He relates
an interesting incident of his pfr. The son of a Tur&ni
chief, Qadi ‘Imad, had built a big mansion near the
house of Mir ‘Abd.allah. The latter sent words to
‘Imad through Farid that the privacy of his house was
violated on account of the height of his mansion and
he should, therefore, make some changes in the building.
The gddi did not only refuse to accede to the Mir’s
request but started behaving in an undesirable manner.
Although the Mir did not change his ways and continued
to show a neighbourly regard to the gadi, the latter’s
highhandedness soon became unbearable. The Mir
then sent a message to ‘Imad, once again through Farid,
saying: “After a year neither Ishall be living in my
house nor you in your splendid mansion.” The gad!
did not take the hint, but it so happened, adds Farid,
that Mir ‘Abd-allah died within six months ; soon after
this the gadr also followed him to the grave.?

Cf other noted $4f7 Shaykhs also our author speaks
with reverence and exhibits a keen interest in referring
to the ‘urs gatherings and fatihah, etc. at different places.
He had a great faith in the Suhrawardiyah Shaykhs of
Muitan, particularly Shaykh Baha al-Din Zikriya

Referring to the extension and repairs of the
Shaykh's tomb by Nawab Qulij Khan Tarani he says
rather feelingly that he wished he should have had that
honour He writes :

' F. 54 b. 2 F.54 0.
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the book. Referring to Muhammad Khan Niyazi, a
courtier of Jahangir, he writes:
: ' vrd sy Uy ol i el
Ghe S s gl , gkl
MR ls pst Obley Nl se
Gl SRl Al 5 Sk

On another occasion he sent a tadmin to Nawab
Raghid Khan, grahdson of Pir Rushanai. As the
Nawab had fallen from the horse, Farid selected a ruba‘?
of Anwar? who had composed it when Suln Sanjar

Saljuqi had met with a similar accident and written a
tadmin on it;

K kel g B 22y 4 03)
st Cope il Upm g3 g1y i

S iy a5 (20j S
pA dedypl & pylen 2o J

Farid was also fond of writing chronograms, some
of which may be read in the DhakhlIrah. On Mahabat
Khan’s death in 1044 A. H. he composed two chrono-
grams of the incident:' 43 ,Yle 4 and 3+ #,. Twenty years
earlier the Imperial forces commanded by Mirzi Iraj,
son of Khidn Khandn, secured a big victory in the Battle
of Khirki. Shaykh Farid composed the chronogram
¢! »~ which gives 10242 Besides these, some other
chronograms by him are also mentioned in the book.?

Farid was a staunch Sunni Muslim, highly devoted
to the well-known szf Shaykhs. He was enrolled as a’

' F. 55 a. 2 F. 37 a, 3 F. 40 a.
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“To yourself ” was the audacious reply of Ma‘ruf
Anji was not prepared for a bombshell like this. He
was deeply stung by this remark and left the party. Farid
adds that after this incident he was never heard to have
indulged in such jokes.'

In the Dhakhirah we meet with a few references
to Farid’s early education and some of his teachers.
He mentions, for instance, Mulla Mustafa Jawnpuri
as one of his teachers and says that he had a learned
discussion with the wellknown Mulla Muahmmad
Thattawl, which lasted for seven days. When Farid
asked his teacher about Thattawi’s scholarship, he
replied that the Mulla was a great scholar, almost peer-
less in the whole of Hindustan, but he was weak in figh.
Another teacher to whom he refers was Mir Abu
’I-Qasim Namkin ; he writes? :

0355 (gl sredogmis OF 51 dges ) iy lak 9 Wi kel

It is difficult to form an exact idea of the educa-
tional and literary attainments of Farid, but there can be
no doubt that besides being wellversed in Persian he
knew Arabic, Pushtu and Hindi Sindhi, of course, was
his mother tongue. It is to be noted that Farid has
used a large number of Hindi words and expressions in
the book.

Shaykh Farid was capable of writing poetry ; he
has quoted his own couplets at two different places in

1F. 46 b. 2 F. d6a,

3 F. 19b. For Abu'l-Qasim’s relations with Shaykh Ma’ruf,
see note,
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Nawab Murtada Khan set apart four thousand bighas
of land for the people who needed assistance and help,
and left it to the option of Shaykh Ma‘riif to make a
selection of the deserving cases. This indicated the
extent of confidence which Nawab Murtadd had in
Shaykh Ma‘riaf.! The above incidents which have
been picked up from Farid's references to his father
leave no doubt as to the high position which he and
his brother had been able to attain in the court circles
soon after the establishment of Mughul sway over
Sind. Besides being a man of influence and status,
Shaykh Ma‘riaf was known for his moral courage and
noble character. His son calls him mazhar i jalal i-
ahdipat (manifestation of the dignity of God) and
relates a story indicating how courageous he was in
expressing his true feelings. Once when Mir Anja
held the charge of Bhakkar, Shaykh Ma'raf, Shaykh
‘Abd al-Rahman Mir ‘Adl, Qadi Aba Sa‘id and Qadi
Muhammad Husayn happened to be present at the
Mir’s house. Out of mere joke Mir Anji remarked: “It
is a fundamental principle of Nahw that two con-
tradictions cannot be together; here I see four
contradictions. If all of you are killed, the Sarkdr of
Bhakkar would be purged of treason, revolt and
disorders " All remained silent except Shaykh Ma‘raf
who retorted premptorily : “What about the fifth,
their leader ? If he is also disposed of the region of
Bhakkar will become much cleaner.” Anjt enquired
whom he was referring to as the leader of the gang 9

''F. 14 b,



Bhakkarin 1004 A, H. He soon made himself unpopular
by his cruel treatment of the leading residents of" the
place. They lodged a complaint at the Court of
the Emperor, who got so annoyed that immediate
orders were issued to Abu’l-Qasim to proceed to the
capital. He was greatly perturbed at this and consult-
ed Ma‘raf. The latter advised him to placate the
complainants by giving them money. Qasim acted on
this advice and ultimately escaped the Imperial
wrath.! Another reference has been made by Farid to
Qadi Mahmud’s taking shelter with Shaykh Ma‘ruf.
In 1020 A. H,, he writes, Mirza Rustam Beg Safawi
was put in charge of Thatta. He soon started treating
the people rather harshly and many of them went into
exile. Among those who left Thatta was a leading
scholar named Qadi Mahmud. He went to Bhakkar
and stayed with Ma‘ruf. Soon after this Jahangir
recalled Rustam Safawi? Of the contacts of Farid’s
family an idea may be formed by an incident related
by him in the account of Nawab Murtada Khan
Shaykh Farid Bukhari (d. 1021 A. H). The
latter, one of the topmost nobles of Jahangir’s
Court, held a jagir in the Sarkar of Bhakkar. His
manager, Lakhmidas Krori Sehwani, was harsh on the
imams and had stopped their madad i ma‘dsh.
Shaykh Farid and his father interceded on behalf of
those who had suffered at the hands of Lakhmidas.

' F. 19b. ! F.lla.
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Mirz8 Janl Beg as the tutor of his son, Gh#zl Beg.'
Subsequently he joined State service and acted as
Dlwan and Wakil of some eminent nobles including
the historian, Nizam al-Din, the author of the Tabagdt
¢ Akbarl. Shaykh Ma‘sim is stated to have travelled
to Gujrat where his friend, Mubammad Ishiq, was
posted. The latter introduced Ma‘sim to Nizim al-
Din, and managed to secure for him a mansab. Subse-
quently Ma‘sum was enrolled among the Imperial
Mansabddrs, obviously through the intercession of
Niz@m al.Din. It is, therefore, no wonder that he,
along with Muhammad Ishaq, assisted the great author
of the Tabagdt in its compilation.2

Shaykh Farid’s father, Shaykh Ma‘ruf, is first
mentioned in connection with the siege of Bhakkar
by the Mughul forces in 978 A. H. The siege lasted for
several years and the besieged were reduced to great
hardships. *“We were inside the besieged fort,” says
Farid’s father, “a loaf of bread could not even be
obtained in return for life. The people ate the dogs, the
cats, the mice and the crows.” After the capture of
Bhakkar by the Mughuls, Shaykh Ma‘ruf was appoint.
ed Sadr and seems to have enjoyed the confidence of
the Imperial Government. Farid mentions an incident
which shows that his father was a man of sound judg-
ment. Mir Abu’l-Qasim was appointed jagZrddr of

! Q‘im}ié Mir ‘Ali Sher, Tuhfat al-Kiram (Karachi, 1959),
p. 395,

* For these details, see F. 20 b.
3 F. 17a.
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Shaykh Farid Bhakkarl' was born, as his name
shows, at Bhakkar and belonged to a respected family
of. that place! He does not mention the date of his
birth but it would bé reasonable to put it in the last
decade of the -tenth century Hijrah. Farid’s family
was connected with that of the well-known ruler of
Thatta, -Mirza ‘Isa Beg® Another important person
whom' he mentions as one of his near relatives is
Sayyid Abu’l-Fath Bhakkari. shaykh Farid’s uncle,
Muhammad Ishaq, was considered to be a scholar of
some reputation He was a classmate of the famous
Bindhi historian, Shaykh Ma‘sum, and was among his
closest friends. At one time he was employed by
— L)

{Continued from page 5)
among the people. These can, however, be picked up from
his account withoat difficulty and cannot be considered to
have marred the authenticity of his book. The actual
words of Shah Nawaz are :
S et il Gl 0SS 4 ppege S ey g a5
tivad i A OF ol 5139 dom) S 4y 2l iyl pudte 5500 ()
3Ly b ol P Geind ik gelew N1 OT S gge oSO ws S
Sk Olyy p Bijes o W Jlam) ool @l opine G35 AR ol
JRCW RN
Ma’athir al-Umara, Calculta edition, Vol. I, p. 8).

! Our only source of information for the life and work of
Shaykh Farid is the Dhakhirah. No contemporary or
later writer has said anything about him. Even the author
of the Ma'athir al-Umara, who is so greatly indebted to
Farid has not said much about him. An attempt has,
therefore, been made to build up the story of his life on
the basis of references which he makes to his own contacts
and activities in this work.

1 He refers to Bhakkar as ,is! 3laals Ul obs. See F. 19a.

3 See F. 40a. ‘Isa Beg's tomb, near Thatta, is one of the
well-known moiuments of this region.

¢ F. 38a.
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himself said, utilized it as a source book.! Kiwal R&m
wrote after Shah Nawaz and could not have dispensed
with either of his predecessors. But I venture to go a
step further and feel tempted to assert that both these
writers must have taken inspiration from Shaykh Farid
Bhakkari's scheme of preparing a biographical diction-

ary of the statesmen, nobles and officers of the Mughul
Government, )

There is no doubt that Abu'l-Fadl has given lists
of the grandees of the Empire in his A’in, but he records
their names and titles only, because, to quote his own
words, ‘it does not become the encomiast of His
Majesty to praise others, and I should act against my
sense of truthfulness, were I but to mention that which
is praiseworthy, and to pass in silence over that which
cannot be approved of.”> The Dhakhirat al Khawanin
is, therefore, a pioneer work in the field of biographical
literature on Mughul nobility ; but its importance lies,
far more than this, in its intrinsic value as a source book.
It is rather strange that Shah Nawaz who utilized it as
a source book tries to belittle itsimportance by declaring
it to bé unauthentic, because its author depended
on hearsay evidence. A careful examination of the
two works will show that Shah Nawaz has sometimes
simply reproduced Shaykh Farid’s version.?

! Volume I, p. 8. ? &%in, Englisk translation, vol. I, p. 321.

3 Shah Nawaz has tried to vitiate the authenticity of Farld’s
work. It is difficult to accept his criticism. Farid has not only
based his statements on authentic works but has taken care
to ascertain facts before recording them. No doubt he has
occasionally mentioned stories which had found currency

(Continued on page 6)
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al-Din Nizam al-Fadli, the Tadhkirat al.Awliy@ of Shaykh
Farid ‘al-Din ‘Atar and the Nafahdt al-Uns of Jami
Jare well-’known works. In this subcontinent also a
“number of biographical dictionaries, mostly on saints
and scholars, were written. Of the numerous works
written on the lives of the ‘Ulama’ and $afis of the sub-
continent, the Siyar al-Awliyd of Amir Khurd, the
Akhbar al Akhydr of shaykh ‘Abd alHaqq and the
Thamarat al-Quds of Lal Beg, the Ma'athir al-Kiram
of Azad, the Ma<Grij al Wildyat of shaykh Ghulam
Mu‘in al-Din the Khazinat al-Asfiyah of lelam
Sarwar, to name only a few, have served as useful
sources of historical information. It may be added,
however, that comparatively few books have been
written on the lives of the statesmen, officers and nobles
of the State. In fact, no such work is known to have
existed before the time of our author. Shaykh Farid is,
therefore, justified in referring to this fact in his intro-
ductory remarks.! He writes that the historians had
produced volumes on the lives and works of the kings
but nobody had cared to write an account of the
nobles ; for this reason he undertook to compile this
work.

The two other well-known biographical dictionar-
ies of Mughul officers and nobles, the Ma’athir al-Umara
of Shah Nawaz Khan and the Tadhkirat al-Umara of
Kiwal Ram were both compiled more than a hundred
years after the Dhakhirah. Shah Nawaz, as he has

'F. 1
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be traced, like so many other disciplines, to the devotion
of the Muslims to their Prophet and their anxiety to
preserve the details of his life. Alongside of their study
and development of the twin sciences of hadlth and strali
of the Prophet the Muslim scholars collected material
on the lives and character of his Companions (sahdbah)
and other reporters of his sayings and activities The
growth and development of this discipline, technically
known as the asma’ al-rijal, gave to us a number of
voluminous works containing the lives of persons who
were quoted as authorities on hadlth or sfrah narrations.
The discipline pertaining to the wars and battles of the
Prophet came to be known as maghazi. In course of time
strah and maghdzi of the Prophet created a taste for
history in general, so did the asma’al-rijal become the
foundation of works on biographies. It may be of some
interest to mention that Muslim writers have produced
most exhaustive and excellent biographical dictionaries
based on high class research and can today be regarded
as classics. The earliest of these important works was
Ibn Sa‘d’s Tabagat. It covers besides the lives of the
Prophet and his Companions an account of the Tabi‘In
also. Some of these works are of a general character,
like the Wafayat of Ibn Khallikan, while others are
devoted to the celebrated figures of particular sections,
such as Yaqut's Mu‘jam al-Udaba or Qifti’s Tarikh
al-Hukam@ The traditions laid down by the early
Muslim writers of biographical dictionaries were follow-
ed by the Persian authors both in Khurasan and
Hind-Pakistan. The Athar al-Wuzara of Hajjii Sayf
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suggest that the author might have thought of filling
them later, and then he had no opportunity to do it.
Another striking feature is that there are quite a few era- '
sures and alterations, theugh not very substantial. In any
case, the manuscript is quite old and must have been
scribed soon after its compilation in 1061 A-H. It
belonged to the Library of Chand Bibi' as is indicated
by her seal on the title page and the following endorse-
ment on the top of the first page :

[ PR PN T A P FUR e { I ]

i ey ghte Jb e gl 4 Gl g ekl ca S
Ol o ol 1 Jle Ok lyi Sl s j3 3LTde ol
O lgs plmil € aygend Ja3 8ol old dems OIS QL) Ly yole
il 0d 5 B0l g gl ey U2 e sy pgq 3 ST )

The scribe, whoever he may be, was a well-educat-
ed person, for he does not commit mistakes which are
ordinarily found in manuscripts written by men of poor
education, He writes in a semi-ghikast style and with
an exceedingly fine pen. But for a person acquainted
with the style of the seventeenth century prose writers
of Persian and the history of the period which is covered
by the book it is not difficult to read the manuscript
and decipher even those passages which are not
very clear.

The Dhakhirat al-Kkawanin is a biographical
dictionary of the Mughul nobility as its name indicates.
The origin of saw@nih-nigdrl (biography) in Islam can

! Shé was a mistress of Mir Nizam °‘All Khan Asaf Jah Il
She was a poctess and patronized scholars. For an account

of her literary activities, see Majma ‘ah i Naghz of Abn
al-Qasim Qudrat-allah, India Office, No. 2949.



INTRODUCTION

Tue Dhakhirat al-Khawanin of Shaykh Farid!
Bhakkari is an extremely rare but highly useful work on
Mughul history. It was compiled in 106061 A. H.
as the author himself says in his account of Mir Sayyid
Sabir.! There are only two manuscripts of this valuable
work known to exist: one is in the library of the
Pakistan Historical Society and the other in that of
the Anjuman Taraqqi Urdu, Karachi? Both these
manuscripts have been utilized for the present edition,
The printed text, however, is based on the manuscript
belonging to the Pakistan Historical Society, while
the other one is referred to as MS B.

The manuscript belonging to the Pakistan Histori-
cal Society contains 67 folios, each folio being 12}”
by 73”. There are 27 lines to a page with a written space
of 10" by 53”. The name of the scribe and the date
of the manuscript are not mentioned anywhere. But
it can be safely concluded from the type of the paper
and the condition of the manuscript that it is pretty
old. In fact one would have been tempted to consider it
to be an autograph copy or at least a copy based on it,
if there had not been a few lacunae in the earlier portion
of the manuscript. On the other hand, the lacunae also

! See F. 59 b.

? This manuscript was examined by Dr. Abdullah Chaghatai.

ngese3 his article in Islamic Culture (Hyderabad, Deccan), July



A H

1048
1049
1050
1051
1052
1053
1054
1055
1056
1057
1058
1059
1060
1061
1062
1063
1064

(iv)

A.C.
'1638

5 May,
24 April,
14 April,
2 April,
22 March,
12 March,
29 February,
17 February,
7 February,
27 January,
17 January,
5 January,

25 December,
15 December,

4 December,
22 November,
12 November,

1639
1640
1641
1642
1643
1644
1645
1646
1647
1648
1649
1649
1650
1651
1652
1653



A.H.

1020
1021
1022
1023
1024
1025
1026
1027
1028
1029
1030
1031
1032
1033
1034
1035
1036
1037
1038
1039
1040
1041
1042
1043
1044
1045
1046
1047

(iii)

A.C.

6 March, 1611
23 February, 1612
11 February, 1613

1 February, 1614
31 January, 1615
10 January, 1616
30 December, 1616
19 December, 1617

9 December, 1618
28 November, 1619
16 November, 1620
16 November, 1621
26 October, 1622
15 October, 1623

4 October, 1624
23 September, 1625
12 September, 1626

2 September, 1627
21 August, 1628
11 August, 1629

31 July, 1630
20 July, 1631

9 July, 1632
28 June, 1633
17 June, 1634

7 June, 1635
26 May, 1636

16 May, 1637



A.H

992
993

995
996
997
998
999
1000
1001
1002
1003
1004
1005
1000
1007
1008
1009
1010
1011
1012
1013
1014
1015
1016
1017
1018
1019

(ii)

A.C.

4 January, 1584
24 December, 1584
13 December, 1585

2 December, 1586
22 November 1587
10 November, 1588
31 October, 1589
20 October, 1590

9 October, 1591
28 September, 1592
17 September, 1593
6 September, 1594
27 August, 1595
15 August, 1596
4 August, 1597

25 July, 1598
14 July, 1599
3 July, 1600
22 June, 1601
11 June, 1602

1 June, 1603
20 May, 1604

9 May, 1605
29 April, 1606
18 April, 1607

7 April, 1608
27 March, 1609
16 March, 1610



A . H

964
9656
966
967
968
969
970
971
972
973
974
975
976
971
978
979
980
981
982
983
984
985
986
987
988
989
990
991

@

A. C.

4 November,
24 October,
14 October,
3 October,
22 September,
11 September,
31 August,
21 August,
9 August,
29 July,
19 July,
8 July,
26 June,
16 June,
5 June,
26 May,
14 May,
3 May,
23 April,
12 April,
31 March,
21 March,
10 March,
28 February,
17 February,
5 February,
26 January,
15 January,

1556
1557
1558
1559
1560
1561
1562
1563
1564
1565
1566
1567
1568
1569
1570
1571
1572
1573
1574
1575
1576
1577
1578
1579
1580
1581
1582
1583






Note on Transliteration

The following system has been used :
(i) For Arabic and Persian letters :

I —a

)y —rT
< —b y—z
< —p 5 —zh
ot o —S
& —th »* —sh
€= v —$
¢—¢ch !
c- b—t
¢ —kh b—z
> —d C__‘
5 —dh ¢ —&

(ii) Vowel signs (long vowels): @, I,

o —f
8 —q
< —k
S —g
J —1
¢ —m
O —n
W
~—h
$ _iy y






PREFACE

Tre Pakistan Historical Society has decided to
publish the Dhakkirat al-Khawdnin in three volumes.
It is gratifying to note that the first volume is now
being published.

There are only two manuscripts of the book
known to exist. The one belonging to the Pakistan His-
torical Society is in semi-ghikast style and often it takes
considerable time to decipher words and phrases. At
various places it is worm-eaten.

The Pakistan Historical Socicty is grateful to
Asia Foundation (Pakistan) for their donation towards
meeting the cost of the publication of this book.

I am thankful to my elder brother, Mawlawi
S. Ahsanul Haq, and my Assistant, Mr. Mohammad
Ayub Qadri, for helping me in preparing the text,
deciphering obscure passages, comparing the variants
in the two manuscripts and reading the proofs.

KaracHi : S. Moinul Haq
Maych, 1961.
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