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beseechingly stretched his hands towards it. Andlot
Once more & victorious squeak issued from the long nail
over which the sword was hung where a hungry mouse
was intent on gnawing the string. When he lifted his
head the eclipse was over and the triumphant moon’s rays
caught the point of the blade giving it an angry malevo-
lent look of a man in a great rage. The eye was open
but it had a triumphant leer in its expression.

# 2 * 3t

The thin cotton string, already gnawed by a hungry
rat could not bear the heavy weight of the weapon and it
fell on the protruding neck of the penitent like the
sudden flash of lightning or the swift descent of an eagle
on its prey. His neck was almost severed from his body
and he lay there in the last agonies of death in an ever-
increasing pool of dark blood, and in that same instant
the sword falling point downwards, stood quivering in
the floor, an ugly thing that gleamed evilly. Over the
house a silence and a shadow hung, inexplicable,
unfathomable. And not another sound disturbed the
quietude of the house, save the quick, dull, thud of a body
falling down and the soft gush of oozing bleod. After
that came a heavy silence.....c.c....... and a sudden sense of
cold in the air, as the swift passing of the shadow of
Death.

F'rRUz MEHTA, B.Sc.,
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over the precipice, and, the simple tribesmen who later
found him dead in a deep ravine, thought this to be a
meré accident. Life is cheap amongst the tribes.

But now he hated himself for the mean despicable
robbery of the dead. The sword was the only decoration
of his unfurnished house. The soft touch of the slanting
beams of the moon made it shine, like the morning star.
The whole picture rose before his mind’s eye like the
figure of some terrible Avenging Angel, '

The sublime quietude of the night was broken by the
sudden hoot of an owl. Mohammad lay rigid, the blood
in his veins jumping with every throb of his heart till it
seemed to shake him from head to foot. He involuntarily
ghivered and again his eyes shifted to the silvery blade
of the sword. His eyes were glued to a spot where the
rays of the rising moon illuminated it. The plaintive ecry
was swallowed up and lost in the darkness—but as he
listened with every nerve strained and every sense on
the alert he heard an answering echo issuing from the
sword. Indeed the spirit of Khan was calling out for the
blood of the murderer. The sound chilled him to the
marrow and he already felt the cold hand of death at his
throat. As he gazed at the feeble shaft of light, a shadow
passed over it, and he was once more thrown into com-
parative darkness. To hisdistorted imagination it seemed
that the eye was closed, the vital spark of life in him was
extinguished. It must be a passing cloud or was it that
the old Naga had already begun its repast on the sweet
moon. Had the Lunar eclipce already set in, had his
moment of departure come?

With the plaintive cry of a tormented saul he rushed
forth towards the baleful, vindictive weapon and
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How strange that his thoughts did not for one single
moment dwell on them but only revolved round a parti-
cular rock where he and a stalwart young Afghan, Kalu,
his bosom friend, sat, discussing a grave problem, talking
of the sterner duties of life, '

Anon he heard their voices rise in anger as the true,
honest Kalu, urged the impetuous young Mohammad to
to leave his crooked ways of life, not to play the despica-
able part of a spy against the Sirkar who paid him hand-
some pension, But it was of no avail. Mohammad was
adamant in his determination to continue receiving
the pension and at the same time to continue playing the
part of an ‘agent provocateur’ distributing arms and
ammunition amongst the tribes, instigating them to
dacoity and rebellion. He could plainly see Kalu’s frank
open face seriously perturbed at seeing his resolution.
This was too much for the honest, brave soul who
remained true to his salt. He had no wish to play the
part of a * Namak Haram’ and with his innate decency,
he eandidly told his former friend that however great a
regard he might have for him it was his painful duty to
inform the Sirkar about his mnefarious activities.
Mohammad knew enough of him to know that he meant
what he said and would carry out his threat, thus etern-
ally ruining his present propects. Finally he saw
himself doing the last terrible act, when, with a short,
quick, fierce movement of a desparate savage he hurled a.
big stone at his friend with diabolical strength. It
caught Kalu unaware between the eyes resulting in an
instantaneous death, Ah! how his blood gushed forth
like the vein of a well gurgling deep in the earth. His
sword was too good a prize to be lost, so after relieving
him of this burden, a souvenir of the dead, he kicked hini
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Soon the curve took the shape of a lower lid, and as he
looked on it. slow'y resolved itself into a big terrifying
eye, the eye of the fakir,—g!istening, gleaming, glittering
like a beam of light, a- red tongue of fire or a flash of
lightning—a veritable Black Angel of Death. It rooted
him to the spot, hypnotised him and bound him by
invisible chains far stronger than the strongest pair of
handcuffs. By the smouldering fires of the eye under
the soft light of the moon dark memories were aroused
from their sleep like souls on the wide field of resurrec-
tion and the past once more turned to life and he fell a—
dreaming.

Truly it was a night to drzam in, a white night, full
of the moon and the magic of the moon. And so staring
at the ugly g'eam on the blade, which had assumed the
shape of a gigantic eye, he dreamed about the past and
the future. He dreamed of a particuiar piece of black
rock, a veritable stone of sorrow, beside a winding path-
way in the bleak ranges of the Sulaiman, beneath a
starlit, beautiful sky. On this rock he and Kalu sat,
talking earnestiy, and the soft caressing wind whisrered
by. Those two figures in his dream did not talk nor did
he dream of their glorious childhood, when as children,
they used to walk hand in hand, climbing steep uplands,
plunging down precipitous slopes, playing hide-and-seek
in thé-gloom of forests, skiping blithely in the wind-
swept hills with their curis afloat in the early morning
breeze, matching their strength against each other,
their innocent cries and hiccups evoking strange, weird
echoes from the surrounding hills—a melody of joy and
sorrow, of laughter and tears, like the greater melod¥
o:tf;Life,
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around him was already brimful of shadows which, as he
watched, seemed to assu.ne fantastic shapes. He quick-
ened his steps and soon reached home.

At last he reached his red-bricked, unimposing little
house in the midst of others like it. It 1elieved him to
see the cluster of houses after the present mental
anguish. They seemed more homely, more earthy, more
solid than the unreal, ghostly heights of the hills.

He ate his frugal meals and tried to sleep. For
the first time in his life, he found that even sleep had
deserted him. So taking courage in both hands, he sat in
a corner, waiting for sleep and—the Ghost.

Darker and darker grew the evening shadows,—but
still he sat in his corner, solemnly considering his strange
fate, and forgot his bed. Soon a misty white glory arose
out of the gathering blackness, the moon, pallid yet
brilliant lifted her strangely sorrowful face over the
bleak hill tops and cast a silvery reflection on the grass
pelow. It was a mournful, a'most spectral night, as he
grimly waited for Kalu's shade. The rising moon cast
the magic of her pale loveliness upon the world, and sit-
ting there in a dark corner, he glanced round about him
and through the casement at the outside wor!d:- with an
eye that strove to take in the beauty of all things—of
hedge, and tree, and winding road, the sheen of water,
and the far, soft sweep of hill and dale. Over all these
his glance lingered yearningly, for it seemed to him that
this look might be the last.

Anon the slanting rays of the rising moon, passing
through the open casement, gleamed evilly upon the
eurved, heavy, long blade of a sword hung on & nail.
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ovhe - Ninety and nine Names of Allah he would cheat
death., He would sleep like a log. And he did.

Death! Why think of it amidst life? The very
thought of it chilled him to the marrow. He had a great
desire to show a pair aclean heels and it needed an effort
of will ere he could curb the panic in him. With an in-
-ereased pace he walked on through the shadows, past
trees that were not trees and bushes that were not
bushes; but frightful phantoms, rather lifting menacing
igrims above his head, and reaching after him with clutck-
'ing fingers. Ghosts! He suddenly fancied he heard a
-gtep behind him, the heavy step of Kalu; he swung round
on his heel, with ready stick; but the road stretched
away empty as far as he could see. Ghosts! Everything
‘was ghostly, the heights of the mountains in the gather-
ing dusk, the goblin-like bushes and spectral rocks.
Ghosts!

Why, the road was full of them, they crowded upon
‘his heels, they peered over his shoulders, he felt them
brush his elbows, and heard them gibber at him from the
shadows. All along the way he was haunced by the glit-
tering eye of the Fakir.

And the sun was setting already! But just before
-ginking it rose again an instant above the horizon, and
like a gignatic iolten diamond it flashed forth a beam of
llght ..he stood transfigured in its last rays. It
looked llke the ﬁnger of fate guiding him to his predes-
tined goal.

Involuntarily he hastened his steps but the sun had
#pt ere-he reached Dera-Ghazi Khan. Yes, the sun had
fet; engcompassing the Universe in twilight, the pade
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Djins, Boots and Pareets in the holy book? Since Kalu
was dead there must be Kalu's shade. Let him be,
But what really interested him was the question: Would
the ghost take the trouble to drag him along, against his
will, to his own ethereal, intangible qhady ‘abode beyond
the terrestrial, tangible world of his, as predicted by the
fakir? Would a shade, without a hody, actually kxll
him? Would he..o.coovvvvienin.. :

buddenly he stooped in his walk. An incredulous
expression spread over his face. The fakir had said so,
but how in the name of his father the Devil did he know
of the little affair on a dark night? Had he any secret
power or was it mere guess-work? HHe must make sure
of it at once. Where was the man with the glittering
eye? He retraced his steps but the old fakir was
nowhere to be seen, Where could be have gone in ten
minutes’ duration? He seemed to have disappeared into
thin air. Or was he, could he be, the ghost? He felt an
odd chill as of cold water running down his back and
beads of perspiration stood on his brow.

With a hunted expression in hiseyes he tried to com-
pose his thoughts. Could there be no escape from death?
Was his fate sealed? Should he accept his fate lying
down because an old, doddering fool had said so? Was
there in him no wish, no determination, to live? By all
means, any man with an ounce of brain would prefer life
te death. But the question was—was there any chance?

Yes! Why not? Suddenly a smile spread on his lips
a8 he remembered the last words of the Fakir. What had
the old fool said? ‘“Beware! If thou wishest to chesat
death then sleep the sleep of the just. Begone.': Yes, by
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Frontier, Evidently the meagre pension paid by the
Sirkar was not sufficient to keep his big body, and, mean,
little soul together.

“Yes, your days are numbered.” The vcice of the
mendicant cut short his reveries.

““ When, tonight, the Naga shall devour the moon and
encompass the Universe in sudden darkness, then the
spirit of Kalu will awake and stride forth to wreak its
vengeance on thee. Beware! If thou wishest to cheat
death, then sleep the sleep of the just. Begone.”

By now Mohammad Khan was thoroughly frightened
and did not wait for a second bidding, but, immediately
started for home. Gone was the cynical, come-what-may
expression from his face as he hurriedly strode
forth in the glory of the setting sun. His brain was in a
whirl, there was a lump in his throat which he tried to
gulp but could not as he made vain efforts to sort out the
past events.

Death on the day of an eclipse of the moon—that, too,
at the hands of a ghost! He did not feel like dying.
Death had great terrors for him. To be killed on a
battle-field or even by the sharp steel of an enemy was
something different from the cold, uncanny murder by
the spirit of a murdered person.

Could it be that ghosts really existed or were they
the creation of a vivid imagination? All this talk of
ghost was pure illusion, an eye-wash and mere moon-
shine to delude and strike fear in the hearts of the weak
and the fickle. Revenge of a ghost—pshaw! What true
'Behever could allow himself to think of,let alone believe
’in, such folly? Stlll why not? Did they not speak of
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with a strange foreboding. He stooped low and looked
with a fascinating interest at a break in one of the lines

on his palm which a shrivelled old finger was pointing
to him.

On lifting his head he found his companion regard-
ing him with a curious expression on his face. A
strange, cruel smile played on his thin lips, and to his
distorted vision, it seemed as if his long, bony, crooked
nose had taken a further tilt towards the right
cheek bone.

The deep sonorous voice continued :—

“Thou shalt not die an ordinary death; thy body
shall be sacrificed for the atonement of thy sins. Thou
oweth thy life to Kalu, thy former friend, whom thou
murdered in cold blood on this very spot, exact.y a year
ago to the very day”.

Mohammad Khan gave an involuntary start, almost a
jump, and stared, as the o'd fakir spoke the dark past.
No one knew that Kalu Khan was murdered by him. It
was all so very simple. A dark night, a heavy stone and
a push over the hill, and no one was the wiser. Poor
fools, they thought that Kalu had accidentally slipped
down the precipice. Served him right too, the sneaking
rogue. Played the spy on him, Mohammad Khan, the
Waziri, the secret agitator of the tribes. Welll not a bhad
job, serving the great Khan from the far-off Germania
and befooling the Sirkar. They paid well, those foreign-
ers, and the guns they distributed amongst the tribes for
the coming Jehad,—a Holy War for the establishment of
a:Pan-Islamic Empire and the overthrow of the power of
the infidel in India —were as good as the looted rifles from
the outlying, far-flung, lonely posts on the .Indisn



Men Have Their Exits . . ......

A BIZARRE STORY OF INDIA'S FRONTIERS.

HE slanting rays of the setting sun flaming with
august fires, lit up a bleak old mountainous track.
The winding pathway was empty except for two persons
squatting comfortably beneath a bush, A more ill-
assorted pair could hardly be imagined. Mohammad, tall
and handsome, square-shouldered, deep-chesied with an
air of jaunty, devil-may-care rakishness on his rather
cynical face, seemed visibly perturbed. His companion,
quite his opposite in outward appearance—an emaciated
body, extremely thin and bony with a big beard wholly
incompatible with his exterior and a long drooping nose
set very much to one side was saying something in
earnest with a good deal of gesticulation—giving his
robust companion the ‘creeps’. By his attire he looked
like a wandering fakir, but what really distinguished him
were his eyes, indeed they were a remarkable pair of
eyes—glittering and hypnotic with a fixed gaze, like
a flashlight intent on looking through his acquaintance’s
very soul, rooting him to the spot and trying to read his
innermost thought.

‘Yes Mohammad; I see thee at the end of thy
journey, and the time hath come for thee to take the big
jump across the bsyond. There is a distinct cut in the
line of Life. Art thou prepared for it?"” asked the old
fakir; aftor silently ohsarving the dimly discernible lines
of the big Afghan’s red palm-in the struggling rays of
the setting sun. The cynical Afghan's eyes ‘sparkléd
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Abyssinia. Later in 1938 Germany captured Czecho-
slovakia. All these small countries were deprived of
their freedom and a war was let loose upon the peaceful
world.

In conclusion we can say that the discoveries of
science if used in the proper way lead to the happiness
and prosperity of man, if abused they lead to the destruc-
tion and ruin of man. So that science can be a blessing
as well as a curse to humanity.

ASAF ALIKHAN,
II Year Arts.
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propaganda. News is distorted and broadcast. For in
stance, after a bombing raid it is announced that there
had been the loss only of a few cups and saucers, Can
we believe this?

Science has made man sceptical.

People take delight in killing their fellow beings
and great importance is attached to those countries which
have advanced in the art of war. The saying that
“ Battlefiolds have become altars and Hitlers have hecome
Archbishops’ has been proved.

There are many things by which we are benefitted
but do not know what they really are. For example,
Electricity was discovered and harnessed for our use.
But alas, science has taught us to use electricity for the
destruction of mankind.

Science has encouraged warfare. If we cast a glance
at the pages of History we shall see how wars were
fought from time to time.

Asoka after the ‘Kalinga War’ was so shocked
by the useless bloodshed of his fellow-beings that he
vowed never again to wage war. But his own sons and
succesors started them over again. Harsha also after
waging many wars became a Buddhist and gave up his
ambitions of further conquests. But even these noble
efforts proved a failure. The various international
leagues established at different times falled to assure
peace in the world.

The League of Nations formed on the 20th of
January 1920 failed in 1936 when Italy pounced upon
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Another useful invention is the Radio. We can well
imagine the number of days Marconi, the great Italian
scientist must have toiled to acheive the goal. It was
sheer perseverance which brought him success.

We can hear the voice of the people who are thous-
ands of miles away from us. We can appreciate the
beautif ul music of the great artists and hear the speeches
of great men in every walk of life.

The Refrigerator is another great invention. It has
great utility specially in the hot season. All vegetables
and fruits are kept fresh and cool. Puddings and ice-
creams can be prepared with great ease.

~ The scientific inventions for which scientists toiled
arduously to benefit humanity have brought about wars
and massacres—nothing but chaos.

Innumerable planes are sent out to bomb the enemy
targets. Millions of innocent lives perish and still more
perhaps are left ruined. Factories are damaged, railway
bridges are blown up, houses are demolished and cottages
disappear. So much of one’s labour proves worthless and
all the hopes of a peaceful life are shattered.

It is Science which has made man pugnacious and
has made warfare hrutal. Gallantry and bravery are at
a discount.

All these inventions help nations to destroy others,
help one soldier to kill another and thus destroy
humanity. The Radio has hecome an instrument for



‘“ Science and Human Happiness.”’

VERYTHING can be judged in two ways. It may be
useful in some ways and useless in others. And the
same is the case with Science. Science progresses
rapidly, specially in the days of war. Nowadays the
country which has the ablest scientists is considered the
most powerful. Courage and valour do not count in
these days.

Science has made travelling easy. People instead of
travelling on foot or on horse-back or on camels, make
journeys in trams, trains, motor cars, ships and
aeroplanes, and thus economise time. In olden days,
travelling was considered very unsafe because people
were always afraid of being looted by dacoits, plunderers
and marauders. The invention of modern means of
travel has minimised danger. One can travel throughout
the world without much danger of being looted or
kidnapped. One can sit comfortably smoking a pipe or a
cigarette.

The beautiful scenery, the fresh air, the sweet
scented breeze would certainly enhance the pleasure of
travelling. One feels cheerful when one rushes past at
full speed casting a glance over the various scenes of
nature, the swaying of trees, the sunset of gaudy hues
when the world is c¢lad in erimson and gold or the night
with a million stars.
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to fight but serve, a soldier not to destroy but to construct,
a soldier not to spill so much blood of his fellow creatures
but to put so much blood into his fellow beings as to
resuscitate them, a soldier whose weapons are not guns
and rifles with lethal cartridges but love and sacrifice
with service:

G. V. SUDHAKARA,
1V Year Arts.
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All is showy and tawdry. It is divorced from Nature,
from its blessings and beatitudes. Simplicity and
decency have quit tne city in shame and horror.
Everywhere there is unrest, there is uneasiness; vexa-
tions and anxieties havé become a matter of course.
The people seek escape from them in the theatres, in the
cinema, in the Hotels but find no rest or peace of mind.
In short there is neither the warmth nor the depth
of life.

One evening Rabhira sits in his room with ¢ Leaves
from the Jungle'’ by Verrier Elwin, the book he got as a
gift from his professor. He is tired and exhausted
because of his hunt for jobs, but he is in quiet and
tranquillity of mind. He skips the pages. Suddenly he
sees a photograph of two tombs of a German and an
American missionary in the midst of the thatched huts
of the aboriginals of Central India. The picture mur-
murs something-audible only to those who care to know
what it says. It speaks of love which transcends all
geographical limits and boundaries, it speaks of service
which extends itself without being solicited, it speaks of
sacrifice which says that it knows not what it is. The
voice of the picture reverberates in the inner recesses of
Rabhira’s heart and in the back of Rabhira’s mind. In
the echo of the voice Rabhira hears that he has a pur-
pose to fulfil, a function to discharge, not in the office
but by the side of forlorn villagers, not in the midst of
tumult and turmoil of the city but in the peace and
tranquillity of the village, not with the avarice and
superfluity of city life but with contentment and simpli-
city. Rabhira could no longer remain in the city. The
city had lost its glamour for him. In the hierarchy of
life he is a soldier at his post in the village—soldier not
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of his mother Durga. Rabhira is dumb-founded, words
fail him. He simply follows her to his father’s bed-side,
but when they reached he was already dead, he who had
sacrificed the peace and tranquillity of the village of his
birth only because he had pinned his hopes on Rabhira,
he who had travelled to the city only to groan under the
oppressive weight of puverty and vexation and in the end
to have none at his bed-side, even the son, even the wife
to utter, the parting words. The same evening Rabhira’s
mother too fell a vietim of that monstrous pestilence.
Neither he nor the doctors nor anybody else could save
her. The parents departed from the world before they
could realise their only ambition in life : to see their son
prosper in the world Rabhira was heavy at heart......c......
He took the Examination and received the Bachelor of
Arts degree. It was now for him to come on the stage
of the world and play his role. He was left all alone
to face the struggle of life. He had to fight single-
handed. Now he applies for a post in the government.
For the interviews he required to maintain all the modes
and formalities, all the artifices and makeshifts, Yet of
what avail? He had no rich and influential rolatives, no
recommendations and no letters of credence. He tramps
from office to office in quest of some service. **No
Vacancy’’ stares him in the face, peons at the doors of the
offices halt him. He looks into the “wanted’ column of
the newspapers. But only first class and second class
graduates are needed. In his search for jobs Rabhira
puts his hand on the pulse of the city. There is so much
disparity, so much in-congruity. If there are men who
wallow in riches, there are also men in no less negligible
number who grovel in the dust; buildings are palatial
and spacious but the huts in the slums are squalid and
noisy. The life is full“of artificiality, full of makeshift.
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won a scholarship that relieved the burden of the family
to an extent. The same year Rabhira appeared for the
entrance examination and to his credit he topped the list.
But Rabhira had to solve the problem of his future. Till
now, all had gone well. He had his father to think for
him, to decide for him; now he should think for himselif.
He would certainly proceed to higher studies.

Rabhira joined the college with some difficulty.
The life here was different, but he was not unhappy.
He received respect and welcome from every side.
No wonder, he had stood first in the Entrance examina-
tion. The fellow-students respected him, they whispered
to each other ¢ He is first class’. Lecturers felt delighted
to know his merit. Very soon Rabhira had a lot of
friends. He is the very cynosure of the college. But he
begins to feel something peculiar, something quaint
within, him. He could not afford the fashions of the
college life obviously because his parents were poor;
they could only get him the minimum necessaries of life.
In the inner recesses of his heart a strange feeling
toward his parents developed. Many a night he passed
with his friends at the cinema, at the theatre and in his
friend's house. The parents waited impatiently for his
return at night often in vain. But they had the same
love, the same affection for their son; nay, their love,
their affection is ever on the increase.

Three years elapsed. Rabhira had passed the Inter-
mediate examination but not in the first rank, and he
was now in the 4th year, the final year of his college
life. One day sitting at his books late in the night at his
friend’s house, Rabhira hears a faint and distant voice
‘Your father longs to have a last glimpse of you, he is
dying, Rabhira, dying of the plague!’ This is the voice



‘“ The March of Life;”-

ABHIRA was the only surviving son of his parents.
His parents lived in the village Govara beautifully
situated on the river Javana. They were poor and sub-
gisted on a plot of land inherited from their ancestors.
They had no other incentive to live in the world except
for their young boy. Rabhira at the age of five was sent
to a village ‘guru’ who himself knew only a little of his
mother tongue. Within two years the boy had learnt all
that he could teach, This encouraged the parents. They
decided to leave for a city for his higher education.
They sold their land and their small cottage for a small
sum. Who could have paid more than what they got for
the land in that village ?

One morning the parents with their child said fare-
well to the village with tears. Arrived at the great city,
Dinaba, the father, had a busy time—he had to find lodg-
ings, he had to earn a living and above all put his son to
school. Within a short time he managed cleverly enough
the three things. He rented two small rooms in a remote
corner of the city but near the school where the boy got
admission. Rabhira was studious and the parents with-
out a grudge, without a murmur catered for all his needs.
They might retire at night starving and hungry but
could never endure even the thought of their son lacking
anything.

The years passed, Rabhira became the favourite of
his teachers and the envy of his fellow-students. In him
was the combination of industry and inspiration. He
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acquired among those who have not had the same oppor-
tunities as you have. Inall your future progress through
life, whatever befalls you, remember that the honour and
fair name of your University are in your keeping. See
that the honour is never stained, that the name is never
tarnished. Inlife,the academic degree you obtain today
may or may not be of value to you, but the culture you
have acquired and the character you have developed will
go with you through life. It is not the certificate that
will gain you the respect and confidence of your fellow-
men, but it is by your conduct and character that you
will secure them.

The Osmania University will shortly be celebrating
its Silver Jubilee. May I conclude by wishing it a long
successful career of service to the State and to the cause
of civilization and progress.

SIR ARDESHIR RUSTOMJI DALAL,
Kt., 1.C.S. (Retd.).
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Industrial Trust Fund out of which industrial enterprise
may be encouraged, is a wise and thoughtful measure on
which I must tender my respectful congratulations to
His Exalted Highness and his advisers. You have
already helped in this way to start a number of industries
in the State. In the Singareni Coalfields you have a
valuable source of power and in the Nizam’s State Rail-
ways you not only possess a good means of communi-
cation but also a large industrial undertaking which
could well be the source of a number of engineering
industries and the means of training engineers and
technicians to staff them. From this point of view may
I emphasize the need of devoting the utmost attention to
the subject of mechanical and electrical engineering in
your Engineering College, so as to equip your students
as thoroughly as isdone in any other university in India.

You have a large number of flourishing cottage
industries, arts and crafts. I should very much like to
see a system adopted on the Japanese model by which
cottage industries could be integrated to the large
industries, so that some of the components of a large
industry may be made in the villages and assembled in
central towns. For this purpose an extension of com-
munication and of cheap electrical power to the villages
would be necessary.

A last and very pleasant duty still remains before me,
and that is to offer my congratulations to the Graduates
of the year. You have obtained the hall-mark of the
University, but may I remind you that you have made
certain promises today to the Chancellor in open Con-
vocation. You have promised to pursue truth, to cherish
virtue and to disseminate the knowledge you hava

* % LB wo # 3



No:2 CONYOCATION ADDRESS )

have: altered since then, but the disproportion is still as
glaring as ever. Even in the field of agriculture which
ig: the primary industry of India, due to the lack of
scientific methods and the poverty of the cultivator, the
yield of the principal .crops is appallingly low, as com-
pared with the yield in other countries. The yield of
rice is 0'39 ton per acre as compared with 1'01 in the
U.S.A. and 1'61 in Japan; the yield of sugar-cane is 1266
tons per acre as compared with 20°06 in the U.S.A., and
9491 in Java; the yield of cotton is ‘04 ton per acre as
compared with *11 in the U.S.A., and ‘23 in Egypt.
Even for an advanced country like Great Britain it was
estimated before the war that the application of scientific
methods and research could nearly double the produce of
the land. Under the pressure of the economic blockade
a great deal of progress has been made during the war in
the application of scientific methods to British agri-
culture. If that is the position in a scientifically
advanced country like Great Britain, imagine the scope
for improvement in a country like India where scientific
methods have barely been applied to agriculture in spite
of the efforts of Government and of the Imperial Agri-
cultural Research Institute, and where the yields are so
poor. Here is a vast field for the student of scientific
agriculture animated by a desire to improve the economic
condition of the rural population.

You have a Department of Technical and Vocational
Education, a Technical College, a College of Arts and
Crafts and an Industrial Research Laboratory devoted
to these ends. I wasshown a building nearing comple-
tion which is to accommodate a Polytechnic Institute.
All these developments show that you have the industrial
development of the State prominently in' your mind.
The provision of the sum of one erore of rupees as an
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Rightly -or . wiongly, for good or evil, this is-the age
of the machine and the history of the war hasproved and
is.:proving -every day that it is only the scientifically
developed countries which have highly organised indus-
tries which can hope fo survive in the struggle for exig~
tence. The wonderful resistance of Russia which has
evoked the admiration of the whole world has only been
rendered possible through its extraordinary scientific
and technological development since 1928.

The lesson for India is plain. 1t must embark upon
an- intensive programme of scientific and industrial
development if it is to attain the position of a great
independent country and to maintain it. 1t will be the
duty and the privilege of the young scientists who are
being trained in your University to help their country to
achieve this position. There is a tremendous leeway to
make up. India is primarily an agricultural country
with sixty-seven per cent, of its population engaged in
agmculture and a bare ten per cent, in industries. Though
a certain amount of industrial development has taken
place under the impetus of the war, it is small compared
to the industrial development of countries like Canada
and Australia since the war. The whole economy of a
country which depends to such a preponderating extent
on agrlculture is unbalanced and unsound. Such a coun-
try can never.achieve a high standard of living. 1t lacks
the amenities of civilization enjoyed by advanced
1ndu$tr1a1 countries and, what is more important, renders
itgelf incapable of self-defence in modern warfare. The
average annua} income per head of populatlon in India
88: estrmated in.1931 is Rs. 65 as compared with Rs. 980.
in the United ngdom and Rs, 1,387 in the United
States of America. The absolute figures of income may
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‘Thereisnoquestion on whichmore divergent opinions
have been expressed by responsible men in the public
life of the country than this—if, and to what extent,
students while they are at the university should play an
active part inpolitics. Speaking as one who is neither
apolitician nor an educationist butsimply as one interest-
ed in the welfare and progress of the youth of our country,
I would ask you to remember that the period of your
stay at the university is one of preparation for life.
When the preparation is ended and you have passed out
of the university, it will not only be your right and pri-
vilege but also your duty to take an active part in all
movements for the welfare and advancement of your
country. |

If in India today our political and social problems
have become more difficult of solution, if the ugly spirit
of commununalism is eating into the vitals of our national
life, I believe it is partly because the universities of India
have in some measure failed to achieve their object of
promoting culture, and dispelling not only ignorance but
passion and prejudice. It is from the universities of the
nation that we have a right to expect the promotion of
feelings of toleration, mutual understanding and sympa-
thy between the various elements that compose the
national life. And it is from the young men who leave
these universities that we may cemand a sane and balan-
ced judgment, a just sense of higher values, a broad
mental outlook and a universal sympathy. But ‘‘if the
salt have lost its savour, wherewith chall it be salted?”
A university will ultimately be judged by its success or
failure in enlarging and liberating the mind of its students
and developing in them an outlook that transcends the
narrow barriers of race, caste and creed.

L * . * o ®
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those who enter its portals to enrich those traditions and
to foster those feelings of lovs and brotherhood among all
communities.
3 * * U ¥ %

In pursuance of the aim of the founder to achieve a
harmonious blend of ancient and modern culture, you
are actively promoting studies and research in oriental
languages, Sanskrit as well as Arabic. The Dairat-ul-
Maarif which carries on the work of editing and publish-
ing rare Arabic manuscripts has won internaticnal repu-
tation for itself. It is this harmonious blend, this happy
synthesis not only of ancient and modern culture but of
Hindu and Musiim thought and spirit, the achievement
of which should be the principal aim and crowning glory
of your University.

Synthesis in the spheres of literature, philosopby
and science has always formed the hall-mark of Islamic
culture. On the one hand, we have a chain of venerable
universities which have carried out this task through the
ages, thus the University of Cordova combined the
thought of Islam,of Spainand of Palestine. The El Azhar
University of Cairo united the cultures of Egypt, Greece
and Arabia. The famous Nizamia University of Baghdad
had perhaps the largest number of students devoted to
researches in Greek philosophy. Plato and Aristotle,
Galen and Hippocrates were household words in Baghdad.
The number of commentaries on Aristotle and Plato
written by the alumni of the Nizamia could be counted
by thousands.

In the words of a Persain poet:
wsntand 10 S U1 wbS s
ot 0 L apiS) ) AN
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has rendered a unique service to the causé of education
not only in his own State but throughout India, has
affirmed in the charter founding the University that his
purpose was “the inauguration of a University in the
State in which the knowledge and culture of ancient and
modern times may be blended so harmoniously as to
remove the defects created by the present system of
education and full advantage may be taken of all that is
best in the ancient and modern systems of physical,
intellectual and spiritual culture. In addition to its
primary object to diffuse knowledge, it should aim at the
moral training of studentsand give animpetus toresearch
in all scientific subjects.” The progressof the University
since its foundation indicates that this purpose is being
fulfilled.

B3 3 T P * *
It redounds greatly to the credit and honour of your
gracious sovereign that he transcended the narrow con-
ception of a sectarian university and founded aninstitu-
tion which throws open its portals to all the youth of
Hyderabad irrespective of caste or creed in accordance
with the catholic ideals of a true university. This
principle of toleration, this synthesis of cultures, is eX-
pressed even in the architecture of your stately buildings,
which are the realisations in stone of the inspirations of
your gifted architect, Nawab Zain Yar Jung Bahadur and
of M. Jasper. The harmonious fusion of the Ajanta and
the Moghul styles in the design of your buildings is a
symbol and an object-lesson. It is a symbol
of the mutual love and good-will of the two great
communities, Hindus and Muslims, who compose the
population of the State, and of the tradition of tolerance
established and cherished by the Rulers of the Asaf Jahi
dynasty. It is an object-lesson of permanent value to all



Convocation Address, 1942.

AY I begin by expressing my keen appreciation
©) of the great honour His Kxalted Highness and the
authorities of the University have done me by inviting
me to deliver the Convocation Address this year. I do
not claim to have made any special study of educational
problems or to have achieved any such distinetion in the
realms of science, literature or politics as to entitle me
to the compliment you have paid me.

In the Osmania University you set out to do, and
have already succeeded in doing something that is unique
in the educational annals of this country. Appreciating
the defects inseparable from a system of education
through the medium of a foreign language, such as the
strain on the students’ memory, the stifling of originality
and the unbridgeable gulf created between the educated
classes and the mass of the population, you have with a
vision and a courage worthy of admiration, founded a
University imparting education through the medium of
Urdu. At the same time, through your Bureau of Trans-
lation with its large staff of highly qualified translators,
you have succeeded in translating the greater part of the
books embracing practically the whole range of univer.
gity studies and have thus not only freed the students
from the shackles of a foreign language but have contri.
buted a great deal to the advancement of Urdu language
and literature.

His Exalted Highness, whose name this University
bears and who through the foundation of this University
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the play-ground he plays with and for his team. In
short, mensa sana in corpore sano should be literally
accepted.

For all this, better economic organization is pre-
supposed. Even if properly educated as children
they would as adults be crippled and embittered by the
desparate fight for jobs. Only under the aegis of
economic security can the intellect bid for the fullest
growth. If we could reform education along these lines
and at the same time reform economic conditions, we
might in a few years produce quite a new world, the
envy of even the utopians. The task before educationa-
lists is to use every art and propaganda and reasonable
persuation to make all men see that the modern world
cannot find peace and prosperity, still less true
happiness, till all its citizens are educated in such a way
as to call out their full capacity for citizenship and
personality.

E. V. RAM REDDI, LL.B.,
(Previous).
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handicaps, e.g., lack of public sympathy and Government
encouragement. Over to 8,2000 have been made literate,
including a large number of women. And this improve-
ment must continue. The authorities, should make it a
point that all illiterate prisoners shall be educated.

The Double Function of Edﬁcation.

Education is its own end; still we can ill-afford to
ignore its vocational side. The glamour of degrees has
brought ruin to Indian students. They issue from the
college portals, only to prove complete misfits in the
practical world. India sorely needs industrialization.
Her sons should be equipped with technical skill. Science
is the trump card which is missing from our pack and we
get it only on loan from the West., It isindeed a sorry
spectacle to see more students in arts than in any other
faculty. This state of things should go forthwith.

True education cannot be sacrificed to vocational
training either. Literature which makes for accuracy
and penetration of thought and delicacy of emotional
reaction; Mathematics which whets the intellect,
philosophy which suppliesthe true intellectual corrective
to the more blinkered and dogmatic kind of science—can
by no means be ignored. Nor can politics and economics

be neglected. Biology should be the starting point of a
sound curriculam.

Athletics, Debates and other Social Activities.

The value of debates and athletics cannot be exag-
gerated. On the platform the student unlearns the
dread of the audience and learns to be relentlessly
critical of his own motives and at the same time imagi-
natively sympathetic towards the motives of others,  On
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‘his-teacher’s aid- and stimulus. He must attach no «
priori rightness to the teachers’ decisions. They are not
infallible beings anymore than he is; they are, like
‘himself;; open to criticism, though on the whole more
experienced and capable.  Contradiction is the motive
force of all progress.

Adult _Edu;:ation.

- The problem of adult education is closely connected
‘with the task of juvenile education. Early impressions
being difficult to efface, the child should be preserved
from an ignorant domestic environment. To imagine
that education does not begin at home is foolish. Real
education begins at home. At present most children are
‘warped by early home influences, either by the strained
relations between parents or by unwise treatment, some
gspoiled by undue repression. Many torn between love
and hate for one parent or both, develop deep-seated
complexes. As a result, most children grow up with
‘unsuspected mental kinks, prejudices and phobias, which
make it impossible for them to become satisfactory
citizens. To prevent such untoward developments
parents should be properly educated; in fact, no one
‘should be allowed in the intelligent state to become a
father or mother without a licence for parenthood.

Of late many adult education schemes have
been proposed, most of them only to sink into
oblivion. No pusillanimous attempt will effect any
tangible changes: Sustained work alone can wipe out
illiteracy and prevent further lapses into ignorance.
Tne Bombay Educational Committee which launched its
crusade against adult-illiteracy four years ago, has done
pxemplary work+ and sthis in-the teeth of considerable
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I“e‘aeh'ers, their Status and Relations with Students.

Smce the rlght type of education is necessary for
_progress, the whole educational system of a country
should be more a source of pride than its apparatus of
1ndustry and agriculture. These produce only commodi-
ties for citizens; education produces the citizens
thernselves. ' '

i The Selection Board must be very fastitidious in the
‘choice of teachers. Nepotism and favouritism are parti-
cularly out of place. Only persons of high mental calibre
-should be allowed to teach; and only those who have also
a special uptitude for the profession. An adequate
system of education requires a great host of young,
vital and well-trained men and women to carry on the
important work of evoking personality, organizing senti-
ment and imparting information in such a way as to
‘stimulate intelligence. :

Everything should be done to preserve the young
from the influence of tired, and therefore fossilized
brains. Teachers who have attained the age limit should
be given posts in the Civil Service, where they will still
be able to do good work without damaging any. '

‘The teaching profession must be given as much auto-
nomy as possible, since educators alone can appreciate
the importance and difficulties of education. History-
}text books should be very strictly supervised hy the
mternatlonal authorlty

Not only this. If education is to proceed rightly the
svuwdént must’ have the right kind of relation with his
teachers. -He must not be spoonfed, instead he must be
made to feel“that he is educating himself, though with
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imagined. Under the existing system of education the
student has to learn his dull lessons in a language with
an entirely different genius. It is now accepted that
the child should be instructed in all stages of his educa-
tion in the language in which he learnt to lisp. But
our educationalists are still conniving at this anomaly.
English is still the medium of instruction in almost all
the Universities of India. Although latterly it has lost
favour, yet it retains its position as the medium of
instruction. Here the Osmania University has done
pioneer work. Whatever be its defects—and, one has to
admit,there are many —, it has got one redeeming feature.
It has taken the bull by the horns by introducing Urdu as
the medium of instruction even in the higher stage.
Recently on the occasion of its Silver Jubilee, Mahatma
Gandhi took the Benares University to task, when he
criticised its medium of instruction., The process of
introducing vernaculars as the media of instruction and
examination should, however, be slow and gradual.

Whether co-education makes for the healthier deve-
lopment of boys and girls is still a debated point. Its
advocates say that since education is a preparation for
life, co-education provides one of the best means of
attaining that end. To train the sexes apart, they say,
and then throw them together in society on the chance
of their realizing harmonious co-operation, is at best a
gambler’s game. They maintain that the boys’ standard
of manners and courtesy is raised; the girls gain in free-
dom and width of outlook. However, after witnessing
the appalling prevalence of divorce and other violations
of the sacred bond of marriage in the West, which is
largely due to co-education, we cannot but turn our baek
on this system and seek our salvation somewhere else,
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action; to act, men need faith; to keep faith, men need
reason; to direct all these, men need a vision of excel-
lence. This vision of excellence cannot be cultivated
except through education. As such all the children,
boys and girls, rich and poor, should receive a certain
measure of rudimentary education. At present children
are herded into factories at the age of 13 and even
earlier, whan education heas scarcely begun to attract
them. Any capacity which they may have, is starved,
No scheme which does not admit of compulsory primary
education can meet the requirements of the hour. It
doubtless makes a heavy demand on the country’s
resources. If (Government cannot bear the burden of
Compulsory Elementary Education, unofficial agencies
should share the cost of it. However generous the
government, unless public response is forthcoming, the
aim is impossible of realization. The Government itself
can stint no expenditure and spare no effort in the
liquidation of illiteracy.

Certain Anomalies in Our Educational System.

At school and as college the students are not
encouraged to develop their innate capacities and to use
intelligence. Instead, they are trimmed into an approved
their pattern, stuffed with information and trained to
tender correct responses to the stimuli of patriotism
and religion. Consequently they are reduced to robots.
They are not taught to do any pioneer work in any
branch of knowledge. Uunless this process is reversed,
there is little hope of sglvation.

- Indian students are labouring under an additional
handicap and its seriousness is now little questioned.
It is the foreign medium of instruction. What untold
barm it has done to the wretched Indians can only be
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a sound educational policy, all'the gains might be at once
set off by the foolish educational’ system. What a
puissant part education plays in the moulding of a
people’s mentality many be rightly gauged by Lienin's
words,— Give me four years to teach the children, and
the seed I have sown will never be uprooted.’ '

We cannot, therefore, proceed with the building of
the future world except in the perspective of the realiza-
tion that much of the successor otherwise of our task
will in a greatmeasure depend on the type of the education
which will replace the one that now obtains. As such
the present sytem must go lock, stock and barrel. Educa-
tion must be recast in method as well as content. Many
a hoary idol of the market place has to be discarded. The
new education will make for the growth of international
sentiments so as to set against the recrudescence of
national ambitions. The future citizens will be taught
to look beyond patriotism. In the post-war world width
of view will be the least sacrificed to intensity to gaze.
Our sin qua non will be the eschewal of the things that
disunite and the prizing of things that unite. But an
only informed and effective will for reform can usher in
the long-looked for era.

Universal Education

What is wrong with the world today “18 ~MOST
emphatlcally not too much education,’ a's ‘sonte woild
suggest, but too little and that little too 'bad. - In f1t€fla
and other backward countries wheré ignorance is” 30!
astride of the masses, the problem of universal-edueation
astaumes ‘serious - proportions:. ».Citizenship: has . ‘heen
def ined as the contribution of: one's instructed Judgmemt
to the public good. Remember: to~ develép, men :nesd



Educational Problems.

BLUE prints for a better and saner world are being
pains-takingly devised by the TUnited Nations
The visions of a ‘brave new world order’ form
the warp and woof of the their propaganda.
Unfortunately, however, one of the weighty problems,
nay in some respects the most important one, has hardly,
if ever, come under the microscope for study. This
indifferent attitude to the whole subject of education is
highly regretable. One fails to see why any serious
thought has not been bestowed on the educational
problem. It must be noted that moral and aesthetic
phenomena are not by-products of economic events,
mere flotsam and jetsam cast upon the waves
Has not this war which had its source in
Germany been the logical consequence of its educational
policy move them of anything else? Why is it that
aggressive nationalism is gso inextricably be implanted in
the German Youth? We must chain this devil human
civilisation is not to suffer shipwreak. Inaugurating a
world broadecast on  The Reshaping of Man’s Heritage,”
Mr. Wells said, ““ The supreme test before an awakening
mind is the reeducating the world. Given world unity
and of world sanity that would now be an easy task.”
The desire to make the diseased world healthier and
nearer to the hart’s desire of human kind is universal;
but the correctives so far suggested do not touch the
disease. There is an intimate connection between the
right kind of education and a democratic order. However
nice the blue prints might be, if they are not grounded on
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nothing, and hence I am quite prepared to submit myself
to the decision of this enlightened and cultured House
(Cheers),

PRESIDENT:

Ladies and Gentlemen! The motion will now be put
to vote. Those of you who are in favour of the subject
will please hold up their hands (Counts the votes)
Thanks.

Now those of you who are against the motion should
please raise your hands (Counts the votes).....................

I feel a great pleasure in making the anouncement
that the proposal has been defeated by an overwhelming
majority (Loud cheers'.

Now the meeting is dissolved.

MOHAMED BIN OMER, M.A.,
(Osmania).
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But every member of the House would admit that
this industry, inspite of all the unfriendly flings and
vindictive remarks of the Hon'’ble speakers, has become
popular during the last few years. In this short period
we cannot expect it to attain a very high standard of
perfection to match Hollywood. This is neither reason-
able nor even desirable, It is all the more surprising and
creditable that under such circumstances, it has made
tremendous progress, to command universal respect and
applause. It has shown to us avenues of progress in
every branch of life, and opened new channels of activity.
It has introduced thoughts of equality, fraternity, righte-
ousness and equity. It has painted every shape of
character from a begger to a prince and from a fool to a
sage. It is of no use for the Hon'ble speakers from the
other side of the House, to hide their heads like ostrichs
from these genuine facts (laughter) and think that none
is observing them! If even now they are bent upon
supporting the motion, then I can only say that reason
is to them what pictures are to the blind and music to the
deaf! (Laughter and Cheers).

PRESIDENT :

As no member of the House is coming forward, I call
upon the Hon’ble Proposer to put up the rejoinder.

MR, NAIDU:

Mr. President, What I said in my speech in the
beginniug has not been disputed by any speaker from the
side of the Opposition and whatever has been so blindly
and illogically refuted by them, I am sure, I never alleged,
Their objections were so absurd and contradictory that
they automatically cancelled themselves out, leaving
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PRESIDENT:

Order, Order, Order! (perfect silence).
......... The speaker may now continue his speeck.

Mr. MURTI:

Sir, when we examine these so-called films, we find
that most of them have the same plot, consisting of a
chivalrous young man falling in love at (irst sight, with
a conquettish maid. 'The monotany is herc and there
broken by villains, buffoons and tyrants. The actors and
actresses sing many a time, in and out of season. There
are films, Sir, in which heroes and heroines sing highly
melodious and sweet songs while undergoing all the
agonies and tortures of death (laughter).

These films instead of making us conscious of the
present needs of the country make us luxurious and idle,
and lead us into a fairy land of enchantments, supersti-
tions and mysteries (cheers).

PRESIDENT:

Miss Sarojini will none oppose the Motion............
Misg Sarojini.

Miss SAROJINI:

Mr. President I breathed a sigh of relief when the
Hon’ble speaker resumed his seat not because of the fact
that he surpassed himself in the art of speaking............
without speaking at all on the subject but because of the
fact that he knew nothing about the subject! (laughter).

He simply seemed to deliver an insipid homily.........
like a doting priest, on the abuses of the Indian film
Industry, without perhaps, having seen a single film in
his whole life (laughter). |
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unworthy of a Mover of a debate, has made up his mind
to deliver a fatal blow at this highly flourishing and
purely indigenous industry (cries of ‘“ Shame).

Many Indian Film Companies, particularly, the New
Theatres and Bombay Talkies have produced a number of
films which along with genuine beauties of characterisa-
tion, plot, acting and representation of human life, have
not a little helped in exposing the evils and weaknesses
of Indian social life and delivering death blows at our
degenerate habits, conventions and traditions. In short,
Sir, these films have undoubtedly worked a great deal
towards rural uplift, economic improvement, diffusion of
knowledge, religious toleration and social reconstruction
among the people of this conntry, in the most charming,
delightful and commendable manner (cheers).

PRESIDENT:

Mr. Murti will now speak for the Proposition.........
Mr. Murti.

MR. MURTI:

Mr. President, [ confess, I rather sat uneasily
throughout the whole speech of the Hon’ble Lieader of the
Opposition, with feelings of misgiving about the
soundness of his judgement and the sanity of his under-
standings! (laughter).

His whole speech was full of misstatements of fact,
malignant remarks, perverted notions, and childish
insinuations not worthy of the Hon’ble Leader of the
Opposition!

(Prolonged cheers, cries of shame and some confusion). |
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has made a wonderful statement about the function of
the Film Industry............ that it should make the masses
educated, cultured and civilized. This is indeed a start-
ling discovery and he should be awarded a...... consolation
prize for it! (laughter) = I am afraid, Sir, the moment this
Industry begins to perform such functions, all the
theatres and cinema halls will be deserted........ of course
with the solitary exception of my friend! The proper
place for these functions is an educational institute or a
cultural centre, where, incidentally, I wish to see the
Hon’ble Proposer, when he may at least learn clever
thinking, brevity of expression, sense of judgment and
the art of debate! (cheers).

MR. NAIDU:

On a point of order, Sir! The Hon’ble Leader of the
Opposition is making highly objectionable and irrelevant
remarks.

MR. ASAF ALT:

Mr. President, my remarks have not been more
objectionable and irrelevant than his own; and I am
confident that no amount of interruption or interference
in my speech, on his part, can deter me from exposing his
his blunders and howlers (cries of “Hear, hear!.

My Hon'ble friend from the other side of the house,
seems to possess no knowledge about the development of
the Indian Film Industry during the last ten years.
May I inform him, Sir, through you, that the Indian films
have not only displaced Western Films in every part of
the country ; but they have also won a number of prizes
in foreign Film Exhibitions and Competitions But the
tragedy is that my Hon’ble predecessor, with information
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An analysis of the various Indian Films will reveal
the fact that they excel each other not so much in the
educational, social or economic improvement of the
masses as in misrepresentation of facts, racial animosity,
hatred of modern life, and appreciation of all that is
brutal, lawless and unreal in nature. Instead of exposing
our superstitions, decrying harmful conventions and
traditions and condemning the evils of Indian society,
they present scenes, characters and dialogues that are as
remote from reason and commonsense as my friends
from the other side of the House! (cheers).

Our Indian films often culogise foolish miscreants,
ruthless adventurers, cruel potentates. etffeminate heroes
with fictitious characteristics and manly heroines with
imaginary attributes. The incidents and events of the
story have nothing to do with dramatic propriety, nor
does the development of the plot pay attention to drama-
tic unity.

Thus we see that these films not only fall short of
the present needs of Indian society but they definitely
fall short of reality and truth; human life and human
character, (cheers).

PRESIDENT :

Mr. Asaf Ali will now lead the opposition...........
Mr. Asaf Ali,

MR. ASAF AlLl:

Mr. President. The hon’ble speaker has committed
such blunders in a few minutes that it will take me years
;0 correct them, and now, I am convinced of the fact that
nore absurdities can be committed in a few minutes than
an be got rid of in a lifetime! The Hon’ble Proposer
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I am sure, Sir, that even the Hon’ble Leader of the .
Opposition cannot deny the fact that the Film Industry
occupies a prominent place in the educational, social and
political progress of the West, nor that this characteristic
is conspicuous by its absence in the Indian Film Industry.

I do not know with what ultérior motives the Hon’ble
Leader of the Opposition has accepted the responsibility
of paying a tribute to this degenerate industry in presence
of so many factors against it. It is perhaps due to his
enormous capacity for self-deception........... which, how-
ever, seems to be his signal merit! It is perhaps due to
that peculiar morbidity of mind which considers ignorance
as bliss! But, Sir, neither self deception nor ignorance
can hide the fact from the Hon’ble members of this
onlightened House, that the most sacred duty of the
Indian Film Industry is to educate the masses.....and most
flagrantly it has been violating that sacred trust! (cries
of Shame!) It should acquaint them with the history and
greatness of the country, the industrial, economic and
social needs of the people. It has so far done nothing of
the kind. It should create moral and cultural values.
But it has mmade the people more fashionable, extravagant,
luxurious, and fond of all the follies presented on the
gsilver screen.

There can be no nobler task for the Industry than to
enhance the knowledge and learning of the people, and
make them enlightened, cultured and civilised. When
we consider the Indian Film Industry from this point of
view, we are sorely disappointed...... and yet the Hon’ble
speakers from the other side of the House have pledged
themselves to oppose the motion, against all the principles
of samity, justice and righteousness! (cries of Shamel).



A College Debate.

SUBJECT :—

That in the opinion of this House, The Indian Film
Industry has failed to meet the present needs of the
country.

SPEAKERS : —
1. Proposer Mr. Naidu.
2. Opposer Mr. Asaf Ali.
For the motion Mr. Vazir Hasan.
Against the motion Miss Sarojini.
5. Rejoinder ... Proposer.
6. Conclusion ... Mr. President.

THE PRESIDENT :

TLadies and Gentlemen, The subject for discussion
is that in the opinion of this House ‘*“ The Indian Film
Industry has failed ¢co meet the present needs of the
country.” It is indeed a very interesting subject, and
I hope that the speakers will do full justice to it. Now
I call upon Mr. Naidu, the Hon’ble Proposer, to place the
subject before the House............... Mr. Naidu.

MR. NAIDU:

Mr. President, Sir, I have to propose that in the
opinion of this House, The Indian Film Industry has
failed to meet the present needs of the country.
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what the weather was like in a long past August, and the
name of the provincial hotel at which he had a vile meal
during the summer.” Rose Macaulay writes wittily on
Choosing a Religion: ‘We are more interested in choosing
a toothpaste than in choosing a religion,’” she complains.
After discussing various religions and sects, she con-
cludes: ‘I do not know, either, that you will gain much
by . being a Buddhist or a Confucian though these
religions have their advantages. Some r1ecple are
Theosophists, and have many successive lives; others
are Mormons and have simultaneous wives; others are
Pagans suckled in a creed outworn, and have many
curious gods; others are  Pantheists and worship in the
Temple of Nature. It all depends on what you want.
The choice is wide, and the only really dull thing is to
have no religion at all.” Of topical interest is the way
the essayist writes about war and peace: Hear Mr. Lynd:
‘The world at peace was always beautiful in May and
June, but it seems doubly beautiful when we gaze on
fragments of itina world at war. Never did the song of
birds sound more restful in its sweetness........... Yet even
lovelier than the song of the bird is the courage one sees
all about one—the courage of soldiers and the courage of
those who love them and grieve to see them go.” And
thinking.of all the noble cities laid waste by the harrors
of modern war, we may recall the words of Gardiner in
writing about the ruins of Ypres, after the last war:
‘One day it will rise from its ashes, its streets will
resound once more with jest and laughter, its fires will be
relit, and its chimneys will send forth the cheerful smoke.
But its glory throughout all the ages will be the memory
of the days when it stood a mound of ruins on the plain
with its finger pointing in mute appeal to Heaven against
the infamies of men.’
M. S. DORAISVVAMI.
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writing articles for a living, you will know that some-’
times the difficulty is not writing the article, but choosing
a subject. It isnot that subjects are few; it is that they
are so many. Itisnot poverty you suffer from, but an
embarassment of riches.’ So as the Walrus said to the
Carpanter; the modern essayist begins to talk of many
things, ,

Of shoes— and ships — and sealing-w ax -—

Of cabbages - - and kings —

And why the sea is boiling hot —

And whether pigs have wings!

The essayist will talk of food and drink wisely and well,
as for instance Mr. Milne on Lunch: ‘An invitation to
dinner is formal, to tea unnecessary, to breakfast impos-
sible, but there is a casualness about invitations to lunch,
very friendly and pleasant.” Or, of lunch in the train:
‘The panorama flashes by outside, nearer and nearer
comes the beautiful West; you cross rivers and hurry by
little villages, you pass slowly and reverently through
strange old towns.......co inside, the waiter leaves the
potatoes next to you, and slips away.” Mr. Belloc dis-
cusses Tea and concludes humorously : * /n vino veri/as....
In aqua satietas........ Ine..... What is the Latin for Tea?
What? Isthere no Latin word for Tea? Upon my soul,
if T had known that, I would have left the vulgar stuff
alone!’ People complain of memory. Mr. Lynd is
surprised at the things we remember: ‘Modern man
remembers even telephone numbers. He reéemembers
the addresses of his friends. He remembers the
dates of good vintages. ' He remembers appoint-
ments for lunch and dinner. His memory is
crowded with the names of actors and actresses,
cricketers, footballers and murderers. He can tell you
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probably arises from our enjoyment of other people’s
mistakes. If we did not make mistakes, there would be
nothing in the world to laugh at. Hence, if we regard
laughter as a blessing, we should pay a tribute to error’!
One of his volumes is entitled The Pleasures of Ignorance.
He will write in defence of idleness exactly in the style
and manner of Stevenson’s Apology for Idlers. His
latest volume of essays called Life’s Little Oddities was
published only in 1941. It shows him still the humorous
and kindly observer of men and things. The essays are
full of references to life in England today, and there are
frequent allusions to war’s alarums and excursions, to
air-raids and sirens and rationing of meat. One essay is
on Hess's Chicken and deals with the storm of public
protest which followed the announcement that Herr Hess
when he landed in Scotland was given roast chicken,
while patriotic Englishmen and women starved and
pinched. Mr. Lynd argues the case: ‘The general theory
seems to be’ he says ‘that you should not give a bad man
chicken......... But a proverb tells us to give the devil his
due.........Do not complain if he gets a little chicken. To
do so is a waste of that excellent emotion, moral
indignation.’

The modern essayist is concerned with life, with men
and manners. He is a humorous commentator on life and
often he brings in a good deal of philosophy and thought
into the little sketch. The subject may be ‘serious or
trifling, about God and Spinoza, or about turtles and
Cheapside.” ‘Let us write essays on a stray catora
coloured cloud’ is the counsel of Chesterton. ‘Let us
talk about, well, anything, you will. Goldfish, for inst-
ance,’ says A. A. Milne. Says A. G. Gardiner: ‘I wanted
a subject for an article. Now if you are accustomed to
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Gardiner’'s work is notable for its quiet humour and
humanity, its cheerfulness and his fine sense of style.
He, too, shows a variety in subject and in treatment:
He will write essays On Choosing a Name, On Catching
the Train, On Talking to Oneself, On Umbrella Morals,
(where he houmorously discusses the ethics of exchang-
ing your umbrella for a better one in the hall-stand!)
On Living Again with its fine philosphical conclusion:
‘We are all glad to have come this way once. It is the
thought of a second journey over the same ground that
chills us and gives us pause...... Yet if life is to be lived
here again, it must be lived on the same unknown terms
in order to be worth living. We must come as we came
before, like wanderers out of eternity for the brief
adventure of time.’ What can be more fitting than the
conclusion to his essay On Falling in Love: ‘In short there
is no formula for falling in love. Each one does it as the
gpirit moves.’

E. V. Lucas, editor and biographer of Lamb, has
brought back the spirit of Elia into the modern essay.
He is in many ways different from his hero; he lacks his
wit and whimsicality, his quaintness and his archaism of
thought and style. Yet his essays are marked by fancy
and delicate sentiment, a light vein of humour and charm.
Lucas has also given us a new and original type of
writing, a blend of the novel and the essay in what he
calls his ‘entertainments’ in books like Qver Bemerton's
and Listener's Lure.

Mr. Robert Lynd is among the most popular of modern
essayists. His charm consists in his ‘familiar, discursive
and humorous style’ and in his whimsicality derived and
imitated from Charles Lamb. He will defend lost causes;
he will argue in praise of mistakes, saying * All comedy
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‘humorous dogmatic statement and the brilliant and
effective use of paradox.” Here is an example: *Most
people either say that they agree with Bernard Shaw cor
that they do not understand him. I am the only persen
who understands him, and I do not agree with him.” His
subjects are various. He writes on Pigs as Pets, On
Running after One’s Hat, On a Piece of Chalk, On Lying
in Bed. In his volume As I was Saying there are essays
About Poetry, About Blondes, and About Coleridge. A
little group further down includes essays About Morris,
About Widows and About Relativity !

This variety of subject-matter is the mark and
characteristic of all modern essay literature. What
- shall we say of Hilaire Belloc whose successive collec-
tions of essays appeared under the titles On, On Some-
thing, On Everything, On Anything and even On Nothing,
He defends the last title by saying that ‘There is in
Nothing some-thing so majestic and so high that it is a
fascination and spell to regard it!” And this volume On
Nothing and Kindred Subjects contains essays on Tea,
On Railways and Things, On a Dog and & Man also, on
Lords, On the National Debt, On Death and On Coming
to an End. '

A. G. Gardiner made his mark by his sketches of his
distinguished contemporaries in the Saturday Daily
News. These were collected together in two volumes as
Prophets, Priests and Kings and Pillars of Society. Later
volumes of Mr. Gardiner contained essays which had
originally appeared in the Star and were entitled Alpha of
the Plough, (the pseudonym under which he wrote for
many years), Pebbles on the Shore (a volume of essays
written during the last war, ‘pebblesgathered on the shore
of a wild sea’ as he calls them,) Leaves in the Wind ete,
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In spite of all this,however, it seems likely that some
of the work is such as ‘the world will not willingly let
die.” The list of great modern English essayists begins
with Mr. Max Beerbohm and includes many of the most
famous contemporary men of letters—G. K. Chesterton,
Hilaire Belloc, H. G. Wells, A. G. Gardiner, E. V. Lucas,
Robert Lynd, C. . Montague and literary critics like
Augustine Birrell, Austin Dobson, Edmund Gosse,
Middleton Murry and J. B. Priestley.

Max Beerbohm produced in 1896 his first volume under
the impressive title of Works of Max Beerbohm and in
1912 he wrote his inimitable parodies of his contempor-
aries like Shaw, Wells and Conrad in A Christmas
Garlond. His volume And Even Now contains his excel-
lent sketch of Swinburne and Watts-Dunton in the essay,
No. 2 The Pines. 1t was really Mr. Beerbohm who
revived the essay of personal comment and intimate
revelation, so characteristic of Charles Lamb’s Essays of
FElia. And in style as in subject, Beerbohm showed his
originality and his charm. Aftei Beerbohm, we might
mention G. K. Chesterton, who, besides writing poems,
plays, novels, short stories, history, biography and criti-
cism, still produced ‘copy’ for the newspapers and
periodicals and collected his essays in more than thirty
volumes! The titles show theirinconsequence: As I was
Saying, Generally Considered, Tremendous Trifles ete.
His essays are critical, descriptive or argumentative and
it is in the last type of writing that he particularly
excels. He declared that ‘the gloomy pleasure of his life
had been defence of orthodoxy and the pursuit of
heretics.” In volume after volume he defends Catkholi-
cism and the glory and greatness of the Middle Ages.
The two qualities of his style have been well defined as
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' IA LWAYS the journalist writing for the day only,

°l was the comment of one of his biographers on
Gilbert Keith Chesterton. The verdict may be passed
on the whole group of writers of the essay in modern
English; yet it would be unfair considering how much of
their work is likely to endure. Of course it is not easy
to write day after day, week after week, ‘to write for
busy people catching trams or trains in the morning or
for tired people coming home in the evening’ and still
maintain a high quality of subject-matter and of style.
Mr. Milne lets us engagingly into the secret of how much
of the writing is done: ‘Sometimes when the printer is
waiting for an article which really should have been
sent to him the day before, I sit at my desk and wonder
if there is any possible subject in the whole world upon
which I can possibly find anything to say.” Mr. Lynd
has been writing the ‘middle’ article in the New States-
man for more than twenty years every week on the
appointed day at the appointed hour, and the lot of other
contemporary essayists has not been much better. Many
have written for newspapers and periodicals and written
regularly for years, not always because they were burst-
ing with something to say but because ¢ they had to suck
their sustenance through the quill.” Chesterton, in the
preface to one of his volumes of essays collected from
periodicals, says: ‘It is a collection of crude and shape-
less papers upon current or rather flying subjects.........
They were written, as a rule, at the last moment; they
were handed in the moment before it was too late.’
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“1le has written a number of books on international affairs. He has
started an institution for coaching the candidates who wish to
appear at H. C. s. competitive Examination. I understans
that this institution has achieved good success undzr hi
direction”.  Says our P. v C. about him.

MRr. MALKMOOD ALI KUTB]I,
8. A LL. Bi (OSMANIA).

He is one of the most brilliant students ot our University, He
has obtained the hihest marks an.ongst the first class candidates
of LL. B. this )ear,
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&Sditorial

°JITH this issue, our Magazine nears the completioxi
of the sixteenth year of its life.

We received with joy and pride an unprecedented
number of articles for the second issue this year and
" offer our hearty thanks to our contributors for their keen
interest in the Magazine, but as the number of the
articles received was far more than what we could
include, many of them have had to be withheld for sheer
want of space. We request our contributors to wait
patiently till the next issue, when some of them may see
themselves in all the glory of print.

We deliberately refrain from comments on the
articles published, lest we should be accused of the
proverbial vanity and self-conceit of literary critics;
therefore we leave the task of evaluating the merits and
demerits, should there be any, of the articles to the
critical faculty of the readers themselves.

For long, a rather unhappy feature of our Magazine
has been the scarcity of contributions from the Zenana
College despite several reminders. That there is no
dearth of talent in the Women’s College has been amply
demonstrated by examination results. We are, hence, at
a loss to understand the silence of the lady students, but

we hope we will have, now, no occasion to repeat this
complaint.

SAEED AHMED MEENAI,
M.A., (Previous).
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