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INTRODUCTION

INCE the Golden Jubilee of His Highness the Ma-

haraja of Bikaner will be celebrated in the autumn,
it has been felt by many of his friends that the time has
come for the publication of a biography of His Highness,
giving a full account of his many activities, and of his very
successful government and administration of the State of
Bikaner, to which he succeeded on the death of his elder
brother.

I am in a position to give only a short appreciation of
what I knew of the Maharaja and his State from the time
when I arrived in India in 1910 until I left India in 1916,
and again on my return to India for a few weeks in the
winter of 1930-1, when I had the pleasure of revisiting
Bikaner, though unfortunately his Highness was absent
in Europe duting my visit.

The Maharajas of Bikaner and Gwalior were my two
first guests in Government House, Calcutta, in 1910, and
they proved two of my most loyal and trusted friends
until I left India in 1916. Both of these friends were of
the very highest character in every way and were models
of what Indian Princes are and should be.

During the few short years of my administration in
India I was able to testify to the extraordinary progress
achieved in Bikaner, a desert State with many natural
disadvantages, but which, nevertheless, has made more
material progress and achieved greater prosperity than
many other States in India blessed with greater advantages
by climate and nature. In former years, famine was re-
current owing to the lack of irrigation. Now the irriga-
tion of 620,000 actes has been completed, for which the
negotiations were in progress during the period of my
viceroyalty.

When His Highness first assumed full powers, there
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was only one railway line of 85 miles in the State; now
there are no less than 8oo miles of railways.

As for education, no Indian State can boast of a wider
dissemination of both primary and secondary education
for both boys and gitls, and I can remember going to a
school of boys of ten to twelve years old in Bikaner city
and putting to them the most complicated arithmetical
problems, involving simple and compound interest,
which, to my surprise, they solved quite correctly by
menta] arithmetic.

It was during my stay in India that the Maharaja, when
paying me a visit, announced his intention of creating a
Legislative Assembly in his State. I welcomed and en-
couraged the idea, and the Assembly was inaugurated in
1913. There was no public demand for such an institu-
tion, but it has worked well, and there is a non-official
majority in the Assembly—there are now municipal
corporations in the principal towns, a district board for
the rural areas, and panchayats in the villages.

Another institution in which His Highness took great
interest and has played an important part is the Chamber
of Princes, which was a development of the Conferences
of Princes initiated in 1914 for the discussion of matters
affecting themselves and their States. The Chamber of
Princes has now become an important wheel in the
machinery of government.

The city of Bikaner, with its old Fort, its beautiful
palace, fine public buildings, and public parks, is a capital
of which any Ruling Prince may well be proud.

My own personal relations with the Maharaja were
those of great mutual friendship and esteem, cemented by
a frequent interchange of visits, and I enjoy very happy
reminiscences of His Highness’s most generous hospitality
at Bikaner, Gajner, and elsewhere, and of really unforget-
table days of sport with His Highness, pigsticking and
shooting sand-grouse, black buck, chinkara, houbara, and
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other game. His Highness is a marvellous sportsman and
a first-rate shot with gun and rifle. These were wonderful
days, and I am sure that one of the best and surest ways
for a Viceroy or Governor to learn and know the country
he governs is to associate with the Ruling Princes, and to
acquire through them an insight into the mentality of the
people and their views on important political ptoblems
affecting the States and British India.

I cherish the friendship of His Highness the Maharaja,
and I trust that he may long be spared for the good of his
State and to the advantage of India.

HARDINGE OF PENSHURST
26 June 1937.






PREFACE

HIS Biography is in no sense an official publication.

As His Highness the Maharaja of Bikaner completed
on the 17th of September, 1937, the fiftieth year of his
reign as the Ruler of one of the premier States in India,
it was suggested to me by some of his friends that an
account of his life and activities would be a most oppoz-
tune undertaking. Ihad myself suggested to the Maharaja
more than four years ago that I should be permitted to
write his Life as I felt that the achievements of the
Maharaja, both in his State and in the wider fields of
Indian and Imperial politics, constituted an important
chapter of modern Indian history.

Neither the Maharaja, nor his Government is, there-
fore, in any way associated with this work. At my
request the Government of Bikaner placed at my dis-
posal the official publications of the State and supplied
me information on points which I considered necessatry
to refer to them. For this assistance I am grateful to
them, especially to Maharaj Mandhata Singhji, the Home
Minister, who was assiduous in hunting out old records
and making them available to me. No responsibility,
however, attaches to him or to any officer of His
Highness’s Government for any statement contained
in this book or for any opinions which are expressed
by me.

I make grateful acknowledgement of my obligation to
His Highness the Maharaja Dhiraj of Patiala for pet-
mission to undertake the work, to the Right Honourable
Lord Hardinge of Penshurst, K.G., for his valuable Intro-
duction, to Sir Walter Lawrence, G.C.V.O., G.C.I.LE.,
for the ‘Appreciation’ which he has kindly contributed and
which appears as a separate chapter in the book, to Sir
Brian Egerton, K.C.I.E., formetly tutor to the Maharaja
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of Bikaner, for his interesting note on the Maharaja’s
education and training, and to Sir Frank Brown, C.I.E.,
for advice on many matters relating to the publication of
the book.
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GLOSSARY OF ANGLO-INDIAN WORDS
OCCURRING IN THE BOOK

Arz karo
Durbar
Izzat
Jagir
Khatita

Mandi
Mansab
Naubat Khana

Panchayat

Ryot
Sanad

Seth
Shikar
Simhasan
Sirdar
Tehsil
Thakur
Thikana
Tilak
Zamindar

To petition.

Court—also Government of an Indian State.
Dignity, prestige.

Fief.

A formal letter exchanged between Rulers (also
with the Viceroy).

Market town.
Army rank under the Great Moghuls.

Place in front of the palace where the drum is
beaten as an emblem of royalty.

A board of five which settles the affairs of the
village or of small communities.

Cultivator.

A formal document granting or confirming some
privilege, honour, or right.

A member of the merchant class.

Shoot: big game hunt.

The lion-seat—the throne.

Noble.

A unit of revenue administration.

A Rajput noble.

Estate,

A mark (usually red) placed on the forehead.

Landowner.






Chapter One
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

MONG the many clans of Rajputs, whose patriot-
ism, valour, and chivalry illumine Indian history,
none stand higher in fame or in the glamour of their
historic tradition than the Rathores. Descended from the
Solar line of the epics, the Rathores or the Rastrakutas
came first to be known in Indian history as the great
imperial dynasty in the Deccan. In the first decade of the
eighth century the Rastrakutas wrested from the Western
Chalukyas territory roughly cortesponding to the Bom-
bay Presidency, and established their capital at Malkhed.
We know from theit inscriptions that Dantidurga Khad-
gavaloka, who assumed imperial titles and dignity, was
reigning in A.D. 753. One of his descendants, Dhruva
I, conqueted as far north as Ujjain in Malwa. Arab and
Persian travellers who visited their capital at the time
speak of the monarchs of that dynasty as ‘the Emperors
of India’ and as being among the great monarchs of the
time. By the tenth century we see the Rastrakutas again
established as the leading power in northern India with
their capital at Kanauj. The rivalry between Jai Chand
of Kanauj, who claimed imperial sway over Arya-
varta, and the impetuous Prithviraj Chohan, and the
calamitous results of their quarrel constitute a turning-
point of Indian history. The invasion of Mahommed of
Ghor and the disasters that overtook the Rajput arms in
the Punjab and the Gangetic Valley completed the ruin
of the Empire of Kanauj.

But from the ruins the Rathores rose again. One
branch of the family, with the image of the family deity
and the emblems of imperial power, wandered with a few
retainers into the desert lands of Rajputana. There they

B
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established the kingdom of Marwar in the fourteenth
century. Undet Rao Jodhaji, who founded the city of
Jodhpur, the new kingdom attained a position of emi-
nence. A warrior of great renown, he conquered the
neighbouring Mohils and Jats and established, in spite of
great natural difficulties, dominion over a very wide area.

Rao Bikaji, the founder of the Bikaner State, was his
son. Discontented with his prospects, as he had then
an elder brother living, and spurred by his ambitions,
Bikaji with a few hundred men set out to conquer new
lands.

The circumstances under which this expedition came
to be undertaken are in themselves interesting, and are
described in detail in the old chronicles of the State.

Bikaji, it would seem, was one day sitting in the dur-
bar of his father carrying on a conversation with his uncle
Kandhalji. Rao Jodhaji, who watched the uncle and the
nephew engaged in this manner, chaffed them and re-
marked half in jest that their conversation must be in
regard to some scheme of war and conquest. Kandhalji,
who was a prince of spirit, was touched to the quick and
announced in durbat that the Rao’s wish was a command
to him and that Bikaji and he would not rest till they
had conquered new territoties. Perhaps they had already
some scheme under contemplation. In any case there was
present with them at the durbar Napo, a Sankhala Rajput,
whose people, weakened by war, had abandoned the
country lying to the north of Jodhpur. He suggested its
occupation. Rao Jodhaji not only approved of the sug-
gestion but encouraged Bikaji in his ambitious project,
pethaps because he realized the difficulties which he
would have in providing for his large family. A small
expedition was immediately organized. In 1465 Bikaji left
Jodhput at the head of a force consisting of 100 horse and
soo foot. He was accompanied by his uncle Kandhalji
and a few adventurous chiefs. The party also included,
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besides the military chiefs, the nucleus of a civil admini-
stration. The essential civil officials, such as accountants,
secretaries, and revenue officers, wetre, as a result of
Bikaji’s foresight, taken along with the military expedi-
tion.

The area nearest to Jodhpur to which they first
marched was but a barren desert. Its previous occupants
had abandoned it. Bikaji therefore occupied it without
a fight. 'This, however, was only a base. To the north
of it lay a powerful Bhati kingdom. In the east the Jats,
then as now a most warlike clan, were in occupation.
The important town of Hissar was the head-quarters of
the Governor of the Delhi Sultan, and the area surround-
ing it was an integral part of the Pathan kingdom.
Scattered everywhere were small chieftainships, weak for
offensive warfare, but well entrenched in their desert
fastness to withstand the attacks of outsiders.

Bikaji’s first halt was at Mandaur. There at the shrine
of the local deity he dedicated himself to the great work
he had undertaken. Bikaner chronicles state that divine
assistance was vouchsafed to him by the miraculous
presence of Siva’s mir’at (amulet) in the morning in his
wardrobe. The party moved on, with the happy feeling
of assured success through divine help, and reached
Deshnoke, a village sixteen miles to the south of the
present town of Bikaner. In that village lived a famous
charan woman, Sri Karniji, who was considered a semi-
divine personality. She was influential with the neigh-
bouring Rajas as a holy woman, especially with Sekho,
the Bhati Rao of Pugal, who had been blessed by her
and declared to be her spiritual brother. Bikaji paid his
respects to the saint and she announced to him in the
presence of his companions ‘your destiny is higher than
your father’s and many servants will touch your feet’. At
her direction Bikaji established himself at Chaundasar.

The small area which had comeunder Bikaji’s occupation
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was slowly built up into a State. A fort was erected at
Kodamdesar and the image of Bhairunji was set up in
a temple which still exists. The deserted tract of Janglu
was repopulated and became again a flourishing area.
The small army which started on the original expedition
also grew in size. Naturally Bikaji, who had left his home
to carve out a kingdom, was not content with the small
slice of desert that he had occupied. But he knew that
with the forces at his disposal he could not successfully
attack and conquer the territory under the effective
control of warlike tribes. It was to Karniji that he went
for advice. She suggested that Bikaji should ally himself
by marriage with the daughter of the Rao of Pugal, her
spititual brother, a man of influence and power in the Bhati
country lying to the north of thearea that Bikaji had occu-
pied. The wisdom of the suggestion was recognized by
Bikaji who readily consented to the proposal. But evenat
the suggestion of Karniji, Sekho would not agree to give
his daughter to the new-comer. Circumstances, howevet,
helped Bikaji. Soon after his refusal Sekho was captured
by the Mohammedan Governor of Multan in a raid,
and Karniji, who was approached for help, received the
promise of the Bhati princess’s hand for Bikaji in return
for the latter’s helping to release her father.

The alliance gave a foothold to Bikaji in Bhati terri-
tory. He established a stronghold in their country and
the Bhatis soon awoke to the danger which this extension
of Bikaji’s power involved. Under the leadership of
Kolkaran Kehrot, a renowned chief, they mustered strong
and a fierce battle took place in which Bikaji’s arms
proved victotious. Though successful in the fight Bikaji
and his counsellots realized that a fort in the midst of a
hostile population was not safe as a capital and decided to
move to a mote suitable site. Omens decided the choice.

In April 1486 Bikaji laid the foundations of the fort
which was destined to become the home of his descen-
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dants. Three years later, the construction of the city,
called after its founder Bikaner (the City of Bika), was
undertaken. Whatever the omens that determined the
site, they must undoubtedly have been auspicious, for the
fort and town that Bikaji founded have endured for
centuries as the flourishing capital of his illustrious suc-
Cessors.

With the establishment of a permanent capital it be-
came clear to the neighbouring tribes that a new State
had come into existence. Some of them voluntarily
acknowledged the sovereignty of Bikaji, especially the
Godara tribe of Jats whose chiefs still enjoy the privilege
of placing the royal #/z/ on the forehead of the Bikaner
rulers at the time of their coronation. The submission
of the Godaras brought Bikaji into conflict with the
Sarans, another tribe of the same race, who were con-
stantly at war with them. The Godaras having secured
the protection of Bikaji, the Sarans approached the
powerful Rajput Chief of Sawani to help them. The
fight soon came to be between the two Rajput chiefs,
and Bikaji was able to kill his opponent in open combat.
Slowly in this way the power of Bikaji extended till the
boundary of his dominions touched the Mohil country
on the Jaiput side and Hissar on the north-east.

The country of the Mohils had been conquered by
Jodhaji, who had put it under the charge of Bidaji, 2
younger brother of Bikaji. But troubles of an unex-
pected character soon made it necessary for Bidaji to
approach his brother. The expropriated sons of the
Mohil Chief had found favour with the Sultan at Delhi,
who instructed his governor at Hissar to help them to
recover their patrimony. Alone and unaided, Bidaji was
helpless against the imperial forces commanded by
Sarang Khan himself. Bidaji, who had offended his
father, took refuge with his brother, who immediately
raised an army of eight thousand men and marched
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against the enemy. The imperial forces were driven out
of the Mohil country. Sarang Khan, the Governor, after
a personal discomfiture at the hands of Kandhalji, retired
in haste to his head-quarters. The lands were restored to
Bidaji, but he held them as a feudatory of his brother.

Though the Mohil country was thus conquered and
annexed, Bikaji had thereby earned the enmity of a fot-
midable opponent. Sarang Khan was determined to
wipe out the disgrace of the defeat he suffered at the
hands of Kandhalji. The Governor collected a large force
and attacked the Rathore Chief who was stationed at a
point near his territory. Kandhalji, taken by sutprise,
fought gallantly but fell in the action. The loss of his
uncle was greatly mourned by Bikaji. He had in a sense
been the father of the original expedition. It was to him
that Bikaji was accustomed to turn for advice at all times
of crisis. Bikaji, on heating the news, took a solemn oath
that he would not eat bread till he had avenged the death
of one who had been like a second father to him. But to
move single-handed against the Imperial forces would
have been the utmost rashness. He sought and received
the help of his father, Rao Jodhaji, who at the head of
a large fotce joined his son. The combined Rathore
armies met the Imperial troops at the village of Kans.
In the action that ensued Sarang Khan was killed and the
Imperial army was put to flight.

Rao Jodhaji, who was growing old, was anxious to
settle the affairs of his family before his death. Bikaji
had already won a kingdom for himself. The Rao thete-
fore asked him to remain content with what he had won
and not to claim the succession to his father’s State. The
elder son having died Bikaji had become heir to the
throne, but having carved out a kingdom for himself he
was content to leave his patrimony to his brothers. But
he made one condition. As the eldest living son, the
heirlooms and the insignia of royalty brought from
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Kanauj belonged as of right to him. Kingdoms he might
conquer but these cherished emblems of imperial sway
which should go to the eldest line, he could not legiti-
mately give up. Jodhaji saw the reasonableness of this
claim and agreed that they should, after his own death,
be sent to Bikaner.

In A.D. 1491 Rao Jodhaji died. While Bikaji on his
part desisted from putting forward the claim to the
Jodhpur throne, Rao Sujoji, who had succeeded Jodhaji,
in spite of all explanations would not give up the heir-
looms. There was no option for Bikaji but to take them
by force. He collected a large army and invaded Jodhpur.
The Jodhpur army was defeated and the city itself was
given up to plunder. Sujoji took refuge within the fort
which the Bikanet army surrounded and besieged. At
this stage Sujoji’s mother intervened and asked for 2
conference. She herself came to see Bikaji and at her
request he agteed to raise the siege and return to his
capital if the heirlooms were given over to him. These,
consisting of the throne, the State umbrella, and other
royal emblems, and the image of the family goddess,
were handed over to Bikaji who brought them in triumph
to his capital where they still remain.

The area which Rao Bikaji conquered and formed into
a kingdom had, indeed, few attractions. Situated in the
middle of the Indian desert, where the landscape is un-
relieved either by trees or by ploughed fields, where
nothing but low sand-dunes meet the eye for miles with
forbidding barrenness, and the scorching sun makes
human or even animal life a daily struggle against nature,
few could have prophesied for the kingdom of Bikaner,
at its foundation, the prosperity and greatness which the
future held in store. Endless distances, vast stretches of
unrelieved sand, deceptive mirages which created a sense
of human helplessness—these were the physical character-
istics of the country which Bikaji conquered for himself
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and his successors. Its barrenness did not make him
despair; he knew the hardy quality of his men: he knew
that the character of men was sharpened in the fight with
nature and the unceasing strugglefor life. Inthe middle of
the desert he built his capital city—a standing challenge to
the elements and a monument to the hardihood of his race.

The rulers of Bikaner are directly descended from
Bikaji and thus represent the elder branch of the Rathore
dynasty. In the course of its five hundred years of
separate and independent existence, the dynasty of Bi-
kaner has been remarkable in many ways. As great and
progressive rulers of their own State, as generals and
statesmen of the Moghul Empire, as staunch allies and
friends of the British Crown, they have achieved a dis-
tinction which is surpassed by none and equalled by few
in Indian history.

Founded by enterprise and courage, the Bikaner
dynasty maintained itself in its desert kingdom only by
successive campaigns. Rao Bikaji’s descendants had con-
stantly to fight their own kinsmen of Jodhpur, and the
other surrounding states who did not easily reconcile
themselves to the rise of 2 new power. But though often
put to difficulties the descendants of Bikaji held their
ground, now allying with one, now with the other, but
never yielding an inch of territory.

It was with the growth of the Moghul Empire under
Akbar that Bikaner outstripped its rivals and became one
of the leading States of Rajputana. Eatly in the reign of
Akbar, Rao Kalyan Singhji laid the foundation of that
policy of friendship and co-operation between the em-
perors and the rulers of Bikaner which stood bothin good
stead for over two centuries. Rao Kalyan Singhji’s friend-
ship was valued by the Emperor, and the ruler of Bikaner
soon attained a position at the Imperial Court which helped
him to consolidate his own dominions and establish his
sway firmly over the rebellious tribes within the frontiers
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of his State. Kalyan Singhji’s son Rai Singhji cartied on
this tradition and attained even higher favour. He stood
next after the Raja of Amber among the Hindu rulers at
the Moghul Court, and enjoyed a mansab of §,000,
which was the highest dignity to which those who were
not members of the Imperial family were admitted. Rai
Singhji was in fact one of Akbar’s most trusted generals,
and he fought with distinction in all the Emperor’s
campaigns. In the expedition against Ahmedabad, Rai
Singhji, who held high command under Akbar, distin-
guished himself in the assault on the city and slew in
single combat the Governor, Mirza Mahommed Hussein.
He maintained his influence and authority both in the
time of Akbar and his son, Jehangir; and in the troubles
relating to the succession of the latter, Jehangir himself
acknowledged that he depended greatly on Rai Singhji,
‘one of the most considerable of Rajput Amirs’. The
Emperor’s confidence in him was such that the Raja was
placed in charge of the capital and the fort. It was Rai
Singhji who built the present fort of Bikaner and laid
the foundations of the palaces which are among the
most beautiful gems of Indian architecture. Rai Singhji’s
brother Prithwi Rajji, known as Peethal, was one of the
most renowned poets and scholars of his time. He was
equally at home in the field of battle and at the council
table. Akbar particulatly enjoyed his company and when
Peethal died composed the following couplet :

Pithal son majlis gai, Tan Sen son rag;
Hansibo ramibo bolibo, gayo Birbal sith.

As a poet he is still held in high honour. His great
epic poem in Dingal, Veli-Krishna Rukmani ri, is un-
doubtedly the masterpiece of Rajasthani literature. The
esteem with which Indian scholars received that work
in the lifetime of the poet may be judged from the fact
that it was translated into Sanskrit. Nor has its fame
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diminished with time. Both the Royal Asiatic Society
of Bengal and the Hindustani Academy of Allahabad have
published ctitical and annotated editions of the book in
recent times. But perhaps the incident for which Prithwi
Rajji is best remembered in Indian history is his stirring
letter to Rana Pratap, the unconquered hero of Hinduism,
about whose teported submission Akbar had boasted in
durbar. Prithwi Rajji openly declared that for the
Emperor’s Crown the Rana would not make his sub-
mission and wrote a stirring poem to Pratap asking to
be informed whether the sun had risen in the west for
Pratap to call Akbar Padshah and whether he, Prithwi
Rajji, should for ever hang down his head in shame or
commit suicide. As Tod remarks:

‘the effusion of the Rathore was equal to ten thousand men;
it nerved the drooping mind of Pratap and aroused him to
action and the Rana replied with equally stirring verses that as
long as there was life in him he would call Akbar by no other
name than Turk.”

Among Rai Singhji’s successors, Maharaja Anup
Singhyji, the first to be invested with that title, was perhaps
the most remarkable. Powlett justly describes him as
having revived ‘the golden time of Bikaner valour and
fame’, A great patron of art, music, and learning, the
Maharaja was himself a versatile genius; a distinguished
scholar in Sanskrit, a mathematician, and an astronomer.
‘The manuscript library he collected and left, which is now
housed in the fort of Bikaner, contains some very rare
and valuable books and is considered one of the best
Indian libraries now in existence. In the field of battle
also Maharaja Anup Singhji’s achievements were unique.
He captured for Aurangzib the fort of Bijapur, and was
in command of Moghul armies in the attack on Gol-
conda. In fact he was one of the great leaders in the
Deccan campaign of Aurangzib, and one of the Em-
perot’s most trusted generals. :
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Successive Rulers of Bikaner gave unstinted service
to the Moghul Empire. There was no important cam-
paign in Hindustan or in the Deccan in which the rulers
of Bikaner did not, at the head of their own armies, fight
side by side with the emperor. They shed their blood
freely, so much so that even Tod, who was not well
acquainted with the history of Bikaner, admits that the
Bikaner family furnished an example ‘of the prodigal
sacrifice of Rajput blood in imperial service’. In fact
their record of military service was unequalled in India.
Every one of the sixteen rulers who reigned during the
Moghul period and lived to the age of maturity person-
ally saw active service in the cause of the Empire. During
a period of 164 years, covering in fact the total length of
effective Moghul dominion in India, every single ruler
of Bikaner, either at the head of his own troops or in
command of the imperial armies, fought in the wars of
the Deccan. Nor was this setvice confined to the rulers
themselves. The princes and cadets of the family achieved
equal glory and shed their blood with equal prodigality
in the cause of the Empire. Their service to the Moghuls
was not confined to military operations. In responsible
posts as viceroys and governors and as imperial repre-
sentatives in difficult diplomatic negotiations, the rulers of
Bikaner and the cadets of their house achieved distinc-
tion for themselves and glory for the Empire. During a
period of a hundred years they held no less than seventeen
viceroyalties or governorships. Such was the confidence
in the statesmanship and administrative ability which the
emperors placed in them that they were generally
selected for the governorships or viceroyalties of the
most troublesome or the most recently conquered areas
of the Empire. Apart from the rulers themselves, the
younger sons of the house like Pirthwi Rajji and Padam
Singhji were held in high honour at the imperial coutt.

The exceptional dignity which the rulers of Bikaner
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enjoyed at the Moghul Coutt is attested by the numerous
firmans addressed to them by the Emperors. There was
no honour which the Emperors did not bestow on them.
Hereditary titles of Maharaja, Maharajadhiraj, Raj Ara-
jeshwar, were conferred on them by different Emperors.
The great dignity of Mahi-Maratib, given only to the
most important territorial rulers, was bestowed on them
on three different occasions. The early Moghul emperors
were very strict in conferring such dignities on the
rulers subordinate to them, and it is a proof of the very
special favour in which the rulers of Bikaner stood at
the imperial court that they received from successive
emperors these distinguished marks of honour.

It should not, however, be thought that, loyal as the
rulers of Bikaner were, they were at any time setvile
tools of Moghul policy, who for their own advancement
were prepared to suffer the humiliation of their people.
Whenever their dignity was wounded or their own rights
encroached upon they wete ready to resist even imperial
authority, The most celebrated instance of this is the
occasion from which Bikaner rulers derive their proud
motto: ‘Jai Jangal Dhar Badshah’. The story, which is
given in all Rajput historties, is thus narrated by Powlett:

‘An incident occurred in Raja Karan Singh’s time which is
well known throughout Rajputana, and has been much the
subject of poem and song. The Kiyant relates that Aurangzcb
contemplated the conversion to Islamism of the Rajput chiefs.
It tells how the emperor destroyed the gods of Benares,—how
the Deo Bashesha, refusing to be destroyed, jumped into 2
well, leaving the site of his temple to be converted into that
of the present striking mosque of the city; how the temples of
Brindaban and other places were likewise levelled; how Amer
gave refuge to one god, the famous Kesava, which was sub-
sequently transferred to Mewar, where the Rana generously
devoted the heads of a lakh of Sesodias for his defence, and
how after all this the Rajas joined the imperial army ostensibly
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for a campaign beyond the Indus. By the time the army had
reached Attuk, Raja Karan Singh discovered, with the assis-
tance of a friendly Saiyad in his service, that the emperor
intended to convert all the Hindus by force after they had
crossed the Indus. The Rajas took counsel regarding the course
to be pursued, and it was agreed to act so as to cause the
Musalmans to insist on their right of precedence in crossing
the river, which the Hindus would thus be enabled to place
between themselves and their enemies. Accordingly the Rajas
sent their ‘harkaras’ (messengers) to take possession of the
thousands of boats collected for the passage of the army. As
had been foreseen the Musalmans resented this movement as
an impertinence, and the Hindu harkaras were driven away,
the Musalmans declaring they would use the boats first. Just
as the latter, containing the Muhammadan portion of the host,
had crossed the river, news arrived of the death of the Raja of
Amer’s mother, and on this pretext all the Rajas delayed their
crossing for twelve days, during which the next step they were
to take was anxiously discussed. It was evident to them that
if they left the means of instantly recrossing the river in the
hands of the emperor, they would, if they turned their faces
homewards, be immediately attacked in their rear by the
superior Musulman force, and that at least they would not
escape without severe loss. At length the Rajas came in a body
to Karan Singh, and pointed out to him that since his territories
were the least susceptible of invasion, he could, with compara-
tively little danger to himself, save their religion, and bear the
brunt of theimperial displeasure by beginning the destruction of
the boats. Karan Singh assented, but not without a condition.
Seated on his “gadi’ he was for once to receive the homage of
the assembled Rajas as Emperor of Hindustan (or, as another
account says, as the Jungle’ Emperor), and to this the Rajput
chiefs agreed. The Bikaneries then set to work to destroy the
boats in the presence of the “ahadi” or imperial messenger
attached to the darbar. The guilt of leading the league being
thus laid upon the shoulders of Karan Singh, the other Rajas
struck in, all the boats were soon useless, and the Rajputs set

* ‘Jungles’ was one of the titles of the Chohan Kings of Dclhi (Tod, vol. ii,
p. 421, 2nd ed.).
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off securely on their way home. Karan Singh did not fail to
reward the Saiyad through whose timely warning the threatened
calamity was averted. He received a grant of a pakka pice on
every house in Bikaner and village Pankhawala rent free. It
may be here mentioned that for many generations there have
been a class of Saiyads employed in the Bikaner forces who
have furnished many faithful soldiers to the darbar.’

The decay of Moghul power naturally reflected on
the greatness of the Bikaner house. In the shadow of
impetial power the dynasty had grown to greatness and
had eclipsed the other Rajput States. The anarchy that
followed the break-down of Moghul power witnessed
a slow decline in the prosperity and power of Bikaner.
But its geographical position and the valour and wisdom
of its rulers saved Bikaner from the humiliations and
indignities to which the other great States of Rajputana
were subjected as a result of Maratha aggression. Udai-
put, Jaipur, and Jodhpur had all to bend to the Maratha.
Their courage and chivalty were broken by successive
defeats at the hands of Scindia’s disciplined troops, and
they were forced even to pay tribute to the marauding
generals. But Bikaner was never conquered and paid
neither chauth nor tribute to the invader. In its sandy
expanse it maintained its proud independence; extending
its territories by capture of strategic points, and putting
down refractory nobles and waging an intermittent war
with Jodhpur.

A word may be said here about the relations with the
patent State of Jodhpur. It was not to be expected that
the triumphal return of Bikaji from Jodhpur with the
cherished heitlooms would be forgiven easily by the
proud rulers of that State. It was a great blow to their
prestige, and up to the time of the present Maharaja,
Jodhpur never gave up hope of their recovery. In the
result, though often there was cordiality and sometimes
even defensive and offensive alliances were formed, no
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opportunity was lost by ]odhpur to attack Bikaner and
recovet, if possible, what it had lost in the time of Rao
Bikaji. No less than eight campaigns were undertaken
by Jodhpur, but only on one occasion, in A.D. 1542, did
it meet with any success. In that year the Ruler of Bikaner
was killed in battle and the old fort was captured and
neatly half the area of the State came under Jodhpur
occupation. This was the lowest depth of adversity to
which the State fell in its history. But Rao Kalyan Singhiji,
who came to the throne in such difficult circumstances,
did not despair. He retreated to a distant town, reot-
ganized his forces and set himself quietly to reconquer
his lost dominions. He was so successful thatin two years’
time the Jodhpur gatrison in Bikaner was surrounded
and agreed to withdraw without even striking a blow.
In the other invasions that followed, though the tide
often varied and flowed this way and that, final success
remained with Bikaner.

Nine times did Bikaner retaliate. In four of these cam-
paigns military success remained with Bikaner. Jodhpur
was conquered and the fort occupied, but the victors
were satisfied with a display of their superiority, and never
entertained ambitions either of conquest or of vengeance.
It is pleasant to record that during the reign of the present
Mabharaja, unbroken cordiality has prevailed between the
two States and the old feud has been totally forgotten on
both sides.

The break-down of civil government in Rajputana
following the disintegration of Moghul power, though
it enabled Maharaja Surat Singhji to play a leading part
in the affairs of Rajput States, had disastrous repercus-
sions on the internal affairs of Bikaner. The refractory
nobles, with the help of chiefs outside the State, raised a
formidable rebellion. Amir Khan, the head of the Pindari
condottiers, was the terror of Rajputana at the time,
and the Bikaner nobles depending on his support defied
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the State authorities. The insurrection showed signs of
spreading among other discontented thakurs to whom
the strong government of the Maharaja was distasteful.
Fortunately at this time the Marquis of Hastings had
reversed the policy of his predecessor and decided to
extend British protection to the Rajputana States. As
with the States liberated from the Mahratta yoke, so with
independent Bikaner also a treaty of ‘perpetual friendship,
alliance and unity of interests’ was signed on the gth of
March 1818.

This treaty of alliance, which has, for over 118 years,
been the Magna Carta of the Bikaner State and its dynasty,
is a document of eleven articles. It establishes an absolute
unity of intetests between the British Government and
the Bikaner State and declares that the friendsand enemies
of one party shall be the friends and enemies of both. It
guarantees the protection of the British Government to
the principality and territory of Bikaner, and engages to
reduce the thakurs and other inhabitants who have re-
volted and thrown off its authority. In accordance with
the provisions of this Treaty British troops under
General Alnet entered Bikaner to aid the Maharaja in his
campaign agzinst the thakurs. The rebellion was quelled
and the British force withdrew soon afterwards.

The British alliance, while it gave security to the State,
seems in its ea