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FOREWORD

The place of Baji Rao I in India’s history comes home to
us with unmistakable force and vividness when we compare
the political condition of this country in 1740 with that in 1720.
These twenty years of his active career witnessed a complete
revolution m the character of the Maratha national State and
an entire redistribution of political power throughout India.
No historian can deny the fact that both of these changes were
the work, conscious and unconscious, of Baj Rao.

It 1s true that the edict of the Mughal Emperor declaring
Shahu as heir to Shivaji's “own dominions (swaraj) and
entitled to chauth and Sardeshmukhi in certain areas of the
Deccan, had been 1ssued before Baji Rao came to power ;
but in 1720 1t still remained a scrap of paper; its terms had
to be enforced and full value realised from the royal grant,
in face of the persistent opposition of the local Mughal
officials and other parties 1n possession. Could Balan
Vishvanath with all his tact and diplomatic cunning have
succeeded 1n this executive task ? No ; 1t required a dominating
man of action, a Carlylean Hero such as Baji Rao was.

True again, that the legal cession of Malwa and Gujrat to
the Marathas was made by the Mughal Government 1n a treaty
with Bajy Rao’s successor in 1741; but this treaty was merely
the formal recognition of an accomplished fact which Baj Rao
himself bad achieved; the Marathas were already de¢ facto poss-
essors of these two provinces, and in 1741 the Delhi Govern-
ment merely declared them de jure owners.

In 1740, the coming masters of India’s destiny had not
yet stepped 1nto our political arena; the Carnatic Wars between
the English and the French had not yet begun; and Haidar Alx
had yet to raise his head in Mysore. Thus, in 1740 the poli-
tical centre of gravity of India had shifted from the court of
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Delhi to that of Shahu. Nadir Shah had no doubt given a
death blow to the dying Mughal Empire, but he had gone
back like a desolating blast without annexing any territory or
establishing any party of his own m this country. Thus, above
the havoc left behind by the Petsian tempest, towered only
one power, that of the Marathas.

By the year 1740, the ambitions of the house of Kolhapur
and of the Peshwa’s rivals, which the Naizam’s Machiavellian
policy used to foster during the first decade of Baj Rao’s
regency, had been extinguished for ever. No Rambhapn
Nimbalkat, no Chandrasen Jadhao, no Dabhade, was to raise
his head agam and attempt to Jdivide and weaken the
Maratha State  The Kolhapur Rajahs sank mto the position
of feudatory princes; Shahu alone stood forth as Chhatrapati.
And the system, mtroduced no doubt by Balay Vishvanath,
but given full effect and an India-wide espansion to by
Baj Rao, completely transformed the political constitution of
Shivajl’s State and dotted the map of India with numberless
centres of Maratha authority and culture. Jaji Rao was
the creator of this * Greater Maharashtra™. Shahu, 1in theory
at least, was no longer the Rajah of a small, self-contained,
one-race one-language kingdom, as his father and grandfather
had been; he was now an emperor with diverse and far-flung
donunions.

For such a state an ohigarchy of eight ( ashta—pradhan)
with equal and mutually conflicting powers, would have been
a fatal anachronmism.  The Peshwa must be a regent like
Bairamkhan, concentrating all power of the state m his sole
hands; otherwise the newly formed empire would break to
pieces.

These two profound changes were effected by a man who
came to the helm of affairs when just out of his teens ,—
at the age of 19. Bajn Rao was a younger Prime Minister
than Willlam Pitt II.  And he was spared only for twenty
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years more. Twenty years spent in breathless activity and
tireless journeys across the Indian continent, from Delhi to
Srirangpatan and Gujrat to Haidarabad, wore out the most
wonderful man of action that the Hindu race has produced
since the days of the great Shivaj.

When Bajy Rao, a youth of 19, was appointed by Shahu
as Peshwa in succession to his father, 1t was not really a case
of hereditary succession to offices, which had now become a
fixed practice in the Maratha kingdom. Young Bajrao had
given evidence of his precocious ability in his father’s
campaigns, and Shahu was a good judge of character, who
followed the wise rule of choosing the ablest instruments and
allowiug them full imitiative without hunself nterfering with
their acts. The Duke of Wellington used to say of the

world-conqueror Napoleon, ‘ The presence of that man
n the battle-field was equivalent to the addition of 50,000
men to his army.” Similarly Shahu used to say, ‘“If I were

offered the choice between one lac of troops on the one hand
and Baji Rao alone on the other, I should prefer Bap Rao.”

Baj Rao’s entire career justified this choice. The jealous
opposition of his rivals 1 the mimstry put a brake upon
his activity, and the constant intrigues against him by the
Satara courtiers, forced him to keep an eye on that court
and a trusty agent (usually his brother ) there even during his
farthest campaigns. But by 1728 his victory was complete
and his position had become unassailable; and the shrewd
Asaf Jah was the first to recogmze this historic fact and to
promptly abandon his policy of double-dealing and to form a
secret but cordial entente with Ban Rao as the best means
of securing the west and south flanks of the Hydarabad
State. Henceforth the Nizam’s ambition sought an outlet
1n the south and the east (z.e., Karnatak’s upland and plain ),
while the Peshwa roamed unchallenged over the west and
the north.
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If Baji Rao had not been checked and hindered during
1720-27 and 1f he had lived for ten years after 1740, would
the history of India have taken a different shape from what
we see? Why did his work fail? Not so much for the
shortness of his life as for the lLimitatation of his genwus.
His work was that of a conqueror not that of a consolidator.
He was a matchless cavalry leader, but no statesman, no
far-sighted political reformer. The very 1dea of remodelling
the political institutions of the Marathas and setting up schools
for traimming the new type of captains and civil servants
required by the altered condition of the Maratha empire, and
the sudden mmpact of European arts and arms upon the old
conservative Indian world, never entered Baj Rao’s head,
nor 1nto that of his more happily situated son and successor.
Hence, if a longer life had been granted to Baji Rao, the
foreign subjugation of all India would have been delayed but not
prevented. Europe pas proved that even east of Suez,
“Knowledge 1s Power.” This 1s the lesson of Maratha
history, n spite of all the splendid opportunities which the
Maratha race came to find and the exceptionally capable men
that 1t produced.

The career of <uch a superman as Bay Rao I deserves
the closest study. Happily to-day we have come into the
possesston of the fullest and most varied original sources for
constructing his life-story, public and private. Of the letters
written 1n the Marath1 language and relating to his life and
times, quite 3500 are available in print, besides thedaily accounts
of income and disbursements of this Peshwa as well as his own
and his brother's movements. For his campaigns in Malwa
and Bundelkhand we have,contemporary letters and narratives
in Persian, in addition to the relevant portions in the above
Marathi collection. The same 1s true, though 1n a more scanty
volume, about his campaigns against the Naizam, whether in the
Deccan or at Bhopal. The archives of the Maharaja of Jaipur
recently explored under full expert guidance, have yielded a
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precious mass of absolutely original and contemporary Persian
Akhbarats and despatches relating to the Maratha advance in
north India from 1717 to 1743. The clash between the Peshwa
and the Portuguese over Bassein has been recently studied 1n
minute detail by Chevalier Pandurang Pissurlekar and Dr,
Braganza on the basis of Portuguese manuscripts and records,
which the Chevalier has confronted with, and supplemented by
the Marath: despatches on the same subject printed from the
Peshwas’ Daftar.

Sections of Baji Rao’s extremely diversified career have
been studied by individual scholars before, but not all of them
together, nor any one with so much detail and fullness as
G. S. Sardesai has done in this volume, where he has focussed
light from every possible source now known. By patiently
piecing together and methodically arranging every scrap of fact
dug out by the latest research, he has produced what will long
remain the standard history of Maharashtra and much of north
India too from 1720 to 1740. Such a book ought to be brought
before a wider public by being put into an English garb.

JADUNATH SARKAR
Kt., C. I, E.,, Hony. M. R. A. S, (London), D Litt,
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