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EDITORIAL FOREWORD

T H E work that the author had done in scholarly studies of the Low
Countries and their civilization in a period covered by this volume
interested me, as an editor, in the possibility of his writing a volume
on the Renaissance and Reformation; Because of his thorough train-
ing under men like Pirenne and Des Marez, his grasp of the basic
economic and social factors gave promise of an approach that would
relate and interpret movements that were common to western Europe
when the civilization of our day took shape.

The commission has been executed in a way to give any student
the background of movements that represent in art, literature and
religion some of the most significant achievements of the human
spirit. The Renaissance and the Reformation rest upon profound
changes in the social and economic activities of the centuries that
precede and that compass them. What this volume insistently reveals
is the merchant, banker and artisan whose sturdy interest in material
things made possible a civilization that produced artists, poets and
religious leaders.

But the background is for the sake of a foreground crowded in
this period with great figures. Around them are many who were
typical and vital figures and these the author has fully sketched. He
has sturdily insisted on our knowing that great men are great be-
cause they did supremely well what others thought worth striving
to do.

Of one thing | am sure and that is that the student who masters
this text will not only understand better these centuries and his own
times but will want to retain his text as one of the best interpretations
and guides to the treasures in art, architecture and literature that he
hopes some time to see or study as a European traveler.

GUY STANTON FORD
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FOREWORD

So IMPORTANT are the Renaissance and the Reformation in the
history of our culture that courses in these subjects are justly popu-
lar. Notwithstanding the keen interest shown in economic history and
in recent events, the achievements of the Renaissance and the issues
of the Reformation continue to rouse enthusiasm and excite interest.
Making straight the way for youthful inquirers is an arduous task
which demands great resourcefulness from the teacher. Therefore
a new manual designed to guide students through the intricacies of
these periods seems justified. |t appears especially imperative to sum-
marize the more significant factors of the social and economic en-
vironment in which the far-reaching cultural transformations of
those days were effected. If this volume solves some of these prob-
lems | shall be gratified.

My primary care has been to give rather full consideration to
psychological factors, particularly in the sections devoted to the
Reformation. Believing that we in America have neglected these
factors, | have tried to present the problems of life as they appeared
to the chief characters of the age; for this reason it was decided
to give a more adequate delineation of religious dogma than is to be
found in most books of this nature. Basic political and socia situa-
tions are set forth in some detail; this will require the diligent use of
atlas and encyclopaedia. A number of genealogical charts and a list
of selected literature have been appended.

The writer of a book of this nature is under heavy obligation
to a host of laborers who have gone before him. They of course in-
clude 6uch illustrious names as Burckhardt, Symonds, and Monnier.
But the following pages also reveal a great debt to subsequent writers
many of whom are still living. The number of new works is con-
stantly growing and to master them all is well-nigh impossible. No
one can keep up with the new facts and ideas which are daily put
forward and | sincerely trust that this fact will temper the judg-
ment of critics.

| wish to thank my students who had the patience to listen to my
words; their appreciation and enthusiasm have ever been a genuine
inspiration. For reading of proof | am indebted to my friends and
colleagues, Professors Allen R. Benham, Donald G. Barnes, and

XVII



Xviii FOREWORD

C. Eden Quainton, and | am keenly grateful for their suggestions.
To Dean Guy S. Fbrd, the editor of the series in which this book
appears, | would express my sincere thanks. Nor must | omit men-
tioning the fellowships of the Commission For Relief In Belgium
Educational Foundation and the John Simon Guggenheim Memorial
Foundation. These have enabled me to form a more concrete concep-
tion of European culture than would have been otherwise ppssible. To
my wife whose interest and patient endeavor have lightened the
burden of composing these pages | owe more than can be told. |
also wish to recall the names of masters at whose feet | have been
privileged to sit; these include the departed Professors Ferdinand
Pijper and Albert Eekhof of the University of Leiden, Professor
Henri Pirenne, formerly of the University of Ghent and now of
Brussels, and the mentor of my earlier years, Professor Earle W.
Dow of the University of Michigan. Lastly, | must refer to a most
helpful friend who more than any other has kept me from stumbling
where theological and other dangers were greatest and who modestly
insists that his name be withheld.

H.S L.
Seattle, Washington
Midsummer, 1934



BOOK |

THE RENAISSANCE

Un ivenement immense setait accompli. Le monde itait
change. Pas un etat europeen, mime les plus immobiles, qui
ne se trouvdt lance dans un mouvement tout nouveau.

—J. MICHELET

Italy led the way in the education of the western races, and
was the first to realize the type of modern as distinguished
from classical and medieval life.

—J. A. SYMONDS

Le quattrocento, par quoi il faut entendre le xv° secle
d'ltalie, est un des moments les plus considerables de I'esprit
humain.

—P. N. MONNIER






INTRODUCTION
WHAT IS THE RENAISSANCE?

T H E term Renaissance® as used in this book is given wide meaning.
It signifies the cultural achievements of European society between
1300 and 1600 which mark the passage from the Middle Ages® to the
modern world. These include not only such higher accomplishments
as art, music, literature, and science, but also far-reaching changes in
the economic bases of life, the structure of society, and the organiza-
tion of states. They may be outlined as follows:

1. Basic Economic Changes—Life in the earlier Middle Ages was
founded on the simple agricultural ways of the manor which sought
to produce all things needed on it. Exchange of goods was on the
basis of barter; little trade existed. Thislife was profoundly changed
during the closing centuries of the Middle Ages or, as they may be
called, the Renaissance. Commerce, industry, and the use of coined
money became a marked feature of life in the more advanced centers
of Europe. Serfdom and manorial economy steadily tended to dis-
appear. A capitalist society was emerging. An economic revolution of
the first magnitude was accomplished.

2. Basic Social Changes—Formerly the manor was the founda-

! The term Renaissance was borrowed from the French language in 1840. So
useful was this word that it soon became popular. The form Renascence was
employed as early as 1727 but never met with much favor. Matthew Arnold
tried to popularize it in the fourth chapter of his Culture and Anarchy, for he
preferred it to the more foreign Renaissance. Few writers, however, have
adopted his view and the form Renascence is now little used.

* The term Middle Ages is little more than two centuries old. The humanists
of the Renaissance and their successors by 1700 habitually divided the human
pag into three periods. ancient, mediceval, and modern or contemporary.
Despising and misunderstanding the culture of the centuries which had dapsad
between the decline of cdasscal civilization and the revival of Greek and Latin
culture in their own time, they could think of them only as a dreary period
separating two more brilliant ages Hence they called them the "middl€' or
the "mediaeval" period, or the "Middle Ages" Today this classfication is
wholly antiquated; it takes no account of the revolutionary discoveries in the
realm of prehistory and ignores the cultures of India and China. But the terms
Ancient, Mediaeval, and Modern History are so deeply intrenched in popular
cusom that it appears impossible to change them. Throughout this book the
term Middle Ages comprises roughly the eleven centuries from 400 to 150a

3



4 THE RENAISSANCE AND THE REFORMATION

tion of society. Its population was dight as compared with that of
the towns which sprang up in large numbers. As commerce, industry,
and the use of coined money progressed, these towns became more
populous and wealthy. The center of social life shifted; it was no
longer the manor, the nobleman's castle, or the bishop's palace
Crowded and busy towns supported by trade and manufacture took
their place. The age of the Renaissance was an age of towns and
urban life.

3. Basic Political Changes—Great political changes followed in
the wake of these economic and social transformations. Formerly
princes and their vassals managed the affairs of their states in a
very simple manner. They did this personally, much as they looked
after payments received from their serfs. But toward the end of the
Middle Ages this changed. The prevalence of coined money due to
the growth of trade and industry enabled states to tax their sub-
jects and <o fill their treasuries with hard cash. This had been im-
possible in a purely manorial age. Townsmen usually supported their
rulers because they disliked the turbulence of the nobility and their
habit of fighting whenever they pleased. Princes therefore could count
on their aid against the nobility, collect taxes from them with which
to keep a standing army far more loyal than the old feudal levies,
and pay corps of officials to administer laws and execute justice over
nobles as well as peasants more fairly than ever before. Such rulers
were absolute. They had been suzerains, now they became sovereigns.
Princes and states possessing such effective organization were char-
acteristic of the Renaissance®

4, Great Cultural Changes—Whenever far-reaching transforma-
tions such as are sketched in the foregoing paragraphs occur in the
life of an age, its achievements in higher cultural things are certain
to be important. This is especialy true of the Renaissance which was a
time of great intellectual quickening.

There were splendid developmentsin literature. The religious drama
of the Middle Ages vanished and in its place appeared the secular
works of writers like Shakespeare and Marlowe. Thus the founda-
tions of modern drama were laid. Crude prose and poetic forms gave
way to more highly finished productions. The sonnets of Petrarch, the

2 Sometimes it is dtated that the revival of Roman law was a feature of the
Renaissance. The law of the ancient Romans nearly perished during the so-called
Dark Ages from about 500 to 1000, but became a mighty force from the eeventh
to the fourteenth centuries. It taught, among other things, that the prince was
the ultimate source of law and that all functions of the state should be con-
trolled by him. This teaching ran contrary to feudal practice and proved a
mighty support for absolutis tendencies Thur the revival of Roman law
provided the theoretical bass of absolutism just as the economic revolution of
the twelfth and thirteenth centuries contributed the necessary material foundation.



WHAT IS THE RENAISSANCE? 5

epics of Ariosto and Tasso, and the prose of Boccaccio, Comines,
and Calvin are products of the new age. At the hands of such masters
the mother tongues received artistic polish so that they became ade-
quate vehicles of thought in a society of growing complexity.

Especially striking was the magnificence of the new art. Alberti
began the imitation of Roman architectural modds. Michelangelo,
Sansovino, and Palladio carried thisart to perfection. Thusthe Gothic
of the Middle Ages was supplanted. Sculpture attained a classcal
finality in three short generations from Donatello to Michelangelo.
Masaccio began a revolution in pictorial art. Its originality and mag-
nificence wer e brought to the highest excellence by Leonardo da Vinci,
Raphael, and the Venetian school. Mediaeval music, developed so
splendidly by the Flemings, was amplified and perfected by Palestrina
and his followers.

The realms of scientific thought were peculiarly enlarged. A vast
revolution in geographic knowledge was effected by the daring of
Vasco da Gama, Columbus, and Magellan. Copernicus revived the
heliocentric theory which gave men a better knowledge of the heavens
and forever robbed astrology, that dominant superstition of former
ages, of its traditionally scientific supports. Pare and Vesalius wrought
great changes in medical science and practice.

Further dgnificant social changes appeared. In the Middle Ages
economic activity was directed by guilds and towns. But in the
Renaissance the new dates assumed this task. Thus mercantilism
came into being. Business practices were greatly elaborated, especially
after the new geographic discoveries. The education of guildsmen,
knights, and even scholars at the mediaeval universities was mainly
vocational, being designed to enable them to play a part in mediaeval
life. This education lot much of its practical value in a society of
growing complexity. A better type, adequate for most requirements
of the new life, was evolved by Vittorino da Feltre. The invention
of printing became the peculiar instrument of its diffusion. As the
new economics and society transformed political life, a better and
more modern analysis of the state became necessary. A stience of
politics freed from theological ethics was produced in the works of
Machiavelli and Guicciardini.

Finally, but not least in importance, the insstent demands of the
changing conditions of life made necessary a new attitude toward
the world. Men professed very ascetic ideals in the Middle Ages;
to deny unduly the claims of society and the needs of the flesh
was thought by many to be the highest moral attitude. The all-
pervading influence of the clergy and their extensive economic, polit-
ical, and ecclesiagtical privileges apparently stood in the way of a fuller
appreciation of the worthiness of man's secular activity. But this



6 THE RENAISSANCE AND THE REFORMATION

changad in the Renaissance Man's outlook became more secular;
it revolted againg the view that the life beyond was more important
than the things of this world. This tendency is well shown by
Erasmus to whom religion wasfirst of all a matter of morality and
right sodal conduct rather than a sysem of beliefs about eternity
and practices to win admisson to heaven. Luther, Zwingli, and
Calvin all broke with the other-worldly conceptions of the Middle
Ages This ssaular tendency, together with other factors to be de-
sribed later, produced Protestantism which shattered thetraditional
unity of western Chrigtianity.



PART |
THE NEW SECULARISM

CHAPTER |
SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC FOUNDATIONS

A marchant was ther with a forked berd,

In mottelee, and hye on horse he sat,

Up-on his heed a Flaundrish bever hat;

His botes clasped faire and fetigly.

His resons he spak ful solempnely ,

Souninge alway th'encrees of his winning.

He wolde the see were kept for any thing

Betwixe Middelburgh and Orewelle.

Wei coude he in eschaunge sheeldes selle.

This worthy man ful wel his wit bisette;

Ther wiste no wight that he was in dette,

So estatly was he of his governaunce,

With his bargaynes, and with his chevisaunce.
—CHAUCER (d. 1400)*

EUROPE of the Renaissance was much smaller than it is today. Its
eastern boundary lay beyond the important towns of Reval, Diina-
berg, Cracow, Lemberg, and Budapest; this line separated Finns and
Estonians, Latvians and Lithuanians, and Poles and Slovaks from the
vast plains to the east occupied by Russians and other peoples.
Southward the line followed the Carpathian Mountains, separating
Roumanians from Hungarians. It passed eastward of the Croatians,
Slovenes, and the Italians of the Adriatic coast as far as the Gulf
of Arta.

Throughout this region, beginning with the twelfth century, great
economic changes were in progress which profoundly modified ways
of living. Men began to adopt new conceptions of state, society, and
life. The revival of trade and industry, the use of coined money, and

The Complete Works of Geoffrey Chaucer (Oxford), p. 422.

7
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SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC FOUNDATIONS

the rise of towns'which began in the eleventh century were among
the most significant social and economic events in the entire history
of the Occident. If one were to compare a map of Europe in 500 with
another about eight hundred years later he would be impressed by the
vast number of towns that had sprung up. It is estimated that in
Germany alone more than two thousand towns arose. Such busy
centers of commerce in the Low Countries as Bruges, Ypres, Ghent,
Antwerp, and Brussels grew up in the Middle Ages. Even in France,
Spain, and 'ltaly great trading communities, which seemingly date
back to the Roman Empire, were recreated at this time.?

One reason for this revival of urban life was that feudal nobles
who had been fighting one another and creating a condition of
anarchy began to develop orderly government in their petty states.
Trade had never been wholly extinct even in the darkest days of
the tenth-century turmoil. At all times there had been a persistent
demand for spices, drugs, silks, precious stones, and metals. When
greater public security was developed business increased and soon
again became important. Local trade sprang up at many points favor-
able to commerce. It was stimulated by the never-ending stream of
oriental articles demanded by noblemen and wealthy townsmen, and
the demand by churchmen for vestments, sacred vessels, and
reliquaries. For centuries Constantinople had been the great economic
bridgehead between Europe and the East. But during the age of the
Crusades this changed. Venetians, Genoese, and Pisans began compet-
ing with Byzantine merchants, thus steadily sapping their monopolies.
The Byzantines lost this monopoly forever when Constantinople fell
in 1204. Henceforth Italian merchants became the distributors to
western Europe of the choice products of the East.

Quickening pulsations of trade were felt first along the great river
routes of commerce, the Rhine, Rhone, Meuse, and Schelde. Places
marked by nature as advantageous for economic life developed into
towns. Urban communities grew up at the mouths of rivers as in
the case of Dordrecht and Rotterdam on the Meuse, Bordeaux on
the Garonne, Antwerp on the Schelde, Bruges on the Zwin, London
on the Thames, Hamburg on the Elbe, and Bremen on the Weser.
Others rose at or near the junction of rivers as in the case of Coblentz,

2 One should not form an exaggerated idea about the size of mediaeval towns.
Such centers as Frankfort-on-the-Main, Augsburg, and Nuremberg in 1400 did
not at the mog have 15,000 inhabitants each. Ghent had a population of per-
haps 45,000; Bruges, 30,000; and Ypres, 20,000. London, the largest center in
England, had less than Florence which boasted about 90,000. Venice was about
as large as Florence but Milan and Paris werelarger. Antwerp, a rapidly grow-
ing port, probably had as many inhabitants as Ghent, while Amsterdam was
much smaller than Bruges. Statistical data about mediaeval towns are difficult
to use correctly and such as one finds in books mus be accepted with caution.
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Lyons, Paris, and Ghent; or where land routes met rivers as at
Cologne, Maastricht, Frankfort-on-the-Main, Berne, Milan, and
Orleans; or where a lake poured into a river as Geneva, Zurich, and
Lucerne; or at favorable points along a river as Troyes, Langres,
Provins, Bonn, Basel, and Mainz. Many atown grew up in the center
of a fertile agricultural region if situated on or near a navigable
river, asin the case of Brussels, Leiden, Milan, Florence, and Vienna.
Often sheltered coves along the coast became sites of towns, as in
the case of Venice, Naples, Marseilles, and Barcelona/ Without a
knowledge of geographical conditions the growth of commerce and
the rise of towns would be difficult to explain.

Population increased rapidly under the impulse of feudal peace
and reviving trade. Although the historian possesses no accurate
statistics to prove this, all the facts of social history show that from
the twelfth century through the age of the Renaissance and the
Reformation there was a striking numerical increase in population.
Famine and pestilence which repeatedly swept over the land never
halted this progress. Even the unparalleled disaster of the Black Death
in 1348 which destroyed a large fraction of the population failed to
check it for more than a few decades. This numerical expansion of
society in its turn greatly stimulated trade, industry, and economic
well-being.?

Northern Italy occupied the center of the economic stage. Lombardy
and the Adriatic Sea became the chief corridor through which passed
the ever-growing volume of goods to and from the East. Proud
Venice at the head of the Adriatic early secured a lion's share of
this trade. The capture of Constantinople by the Turks in 1453
eliminated Byzantine competition. Venice established her trading
posts in the Crimea and elsewhere. Thus she tapped the stream of
oriental goods that moved westward above the Caspian Sea. She
kept Byzantine merchants from sharing in this trade, thereby mak-
ing the Black Sea her economic province. Her establishments at
Tabriz sud Trebizond, at Beirut, and Jaffa, and at Alexandria enabled
her to obtain a large share of the traffic in eastern goods. From the
opening of the fourteenth century her galleys regularly sailed to

% Statistical data regarding the rural population of mediaeval times are fully as
untrustworthy as those concerning towns. It should be borne in mind constantly
that the proportion of the urban population steadily increased during the Middle
Ages. By the dos of the fifteenth century about half of the population of
Tuscany lived in the towns. The proportion in Flanders was considerably greater
—at least two-thirds, according to a reasonable estimate. The duchy of Milan,
the mog thickly populated area in Europe and the mogt highly industrialized,
perhaps had an even greater proportion of town population. It is absolutely cer-
tain that the mediagval peasantry steadily increased in number in spite of the

great mortality rate which prevailed. The Black Death took a heavier toll than
previous plagues but scholars are by no means agreed on its effects.
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Bruges and Antwerp, the great commercial capitals in northern
Europe. Thus in the fifteenth century Venice was the most rerhark-
able commercial center of the Occident.

Genoa on the western coast of the peninsula early vied with Venice
for a share in this trade. Her merchants succeeded in preventing
those of Provence in southern France from participating in it. They
defeated their Pisan rivals at Meloria in 1284, took many of them
prisoners, and kept them confined for fifteen years. "To see Pisa
you must go to Genoa," said the wits of the time. Pisa ceased to
compete with her mighty neighbor. The destruction of the Latin
Empire in 1261 when the Genoese helped seize Constantinople gave
them a foothold in the Byzantine world. They established colonies
at Kaffa and elsewhere in the Crimea, and in the beginning sought,
with little success, however, to exclude the Venetians from the Black
Sea. Finally even Byzantine merchants were forced to yield to them
the task of provisioning Constantinople with the products of southern
Russia. Thus grain, fish, salt, wood, spices, Persian silks, and daves
were carried to Italy by them as well as by Venetians. Of the in-
habitants of the Mediterranean other than Italians, only the men of
Barcelona in Spain were able to secure a part of the rich trade with
the East. They too possessed an extensive shipping and commerce.
The famous Consolado del Mar, a body of laws regulating com-
mercial relations, is supposed to have been developed by them.

The plains of Lombardy, long famous for their great fertility, early
assumed leadership in trade and industry. Watered by the Adige,
the Po, and the latter's affluents, the Mincio, Adda, and others, they
afforded many sites favorable for the growth of towns. Through
Tuscany, Venice, and Genoa goods from the East and the South
constantly poured into them. To the wealth gained from this com-
mercial activity were added profits from the manufacture of many
articles in the more important centers. The Alpine passes of Brenner,
Spliigen, and St. Gothard led northward to lands drained by the
Rhine which carried many a precious cargo to the busy rparts of
Bruges and Antwerp. Through the Alpine passes of St. Bernard and
Mont Cenis an active traffic led into the heart of France, whose mar-
kets at Bar-sur-Aube, Troyes, Provins, Lagny-sur-Marne, and Lyons
brought traders of many lands in contact with those of northern
Italy. Thus centrally situated on the great highways of the world's
commerce, the Lombard plains became a region of towns such as
Milan, Cremona, Piacenza, Pavia, Padua, Verona, and Mantua.

The towns of Tuscany also grew famous. Siena became a center
of banking activities for the papacy in the thirteenth century and
managed to retain some of this leadership until the end of the Middle
Ages. Luccawas noted for the manufacture of silk which she exported
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to,all parts of Europe. Her money changers also became important.
Florence made great fortunes from the woolen cloths manufactured
Within her walls. She also perfected foreign cloths, made cloth from
silk, and developed banking, branches of which were established in
all towns of importance. Southern Italy, far removed from the Lom-
bard corridor, fell behind in the race for wealth. Such towns as Bari
and Amalfi could not retain the leadership which they had enjoyed
in the days before the Crusades.

Just as Italy attracted the commerce of the East and the Mediter-
ranean area, so the Low Countries easily commanded the trade of
northwest Europe. Here the Rhine, Meuse, and Schelde, the great
streams of central Europe north of Italy, converge and pour their
waters into the North Sea Here aso was the center of the land
mass of Europe, for the Low Countries lie equidistant between Scot-
land and Italy, and midway between Cape Finisterre to the west,
North Cape on the Arctic Ocean, and the Baltic Sea and its branches.
Since these lands were situated on the fifty-second degree of latitude,
their inhabitants were in a position to act as agents in the exchange
of goods of southern Europe and northern Africa for the products of
central and northern Europe.

For centuries Flanders had occupied a prominent position among
the principalities of the Low Countries. Lying between the North Sea
and the Schelde, this region was the first to feel the pulsations of
reviving trade. Bruges on the Zwin, Ghent on the Schelde and Lys,
Y pres, and many smaller communities such as Courtrai and Oude-
naarde sprang up. Spices and articles of luxury from the Orient, the
manufactured goods of Italy, and products of northern Africa, Spain,
and southern France were brought to the wharves of Bruges. Wools,
hides, and woolfells arrived from England. Other raw materials were
received from the Baltic area. The manufacture of cloth, tapestries,
and other textiles made Flemish looms famous. Important also were
banking activities and the preparation of leather.

Brabant, however, was rapidly supplanting Flanders as the great
central market of northern Europe. Because of its position at the head
of the estuary of the Schelde, Antwerp was able to secure the leader-
ship which Bruges had long enjoyed. The sand-choked harbors of the
river Zwin made access to this old port increasingly difficult. The
narrow and conservative policy of the men of Bruges made impos-
sible competition with the newer vigorous center on the Schelde which
was favored by the commercial policy of the dukes of Burgundy. So
when Portugal became the great occidental terminus of trade in
Asiatic articles of luxury, Antwerp, and not Bruges, became its dis-
tributing point for all of northern Europe. Brussels, Louvain, and
Mechelen (Malines) were important centers of trade and manufac-
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ture. They owed their prosperity to the central position of Brabant
which enabled them to link the economic activities of the Schelde basin
with those of the Meuse and the Rhineland.

The counties of Holland and Zeeland were becoming commercial
centers. Holland was situated on the busy routes of trade leading to
the Baltic areas to the east, Flanders and Brabant to the west, and the
Rhineland to the south. Amsterdam became an important center for
the German east, and the chief distributing point of the grain brought
back in her ships. Other important towns were Haarlem, Leiden,
Delft, Rotterdam, and Dordrecht. The manufacture of cloth was an
important industry, especialy in Leiden. Fishing flourished in many
of the smaller towns. Middelburg was a busy station for ships carry-
ing salt from the Borgneuf and other points along the Bay of Biscay.
Gradually the merchants of Holland acquired a great share of the
trade formerly monopolized by the Hanseatic League.

The Hanseatic League was a significant element in the economic
life of northern and central Europe. It was organized in the middle
of the thirteenth century, and most of the towns of Scandinavia,
northern Germany, Flanders, the northern Low Countries, and those
of the Slavic, Finnish, and Lithuanian borderlands of Europe be-
longed to it. At the height of the League's prosperity they numbered
amost one hundred. They were divided into four great circles: the
Livonian or Prussian with its chief center at Dantzig; the Wendish
at Liibeck; the Saxon at Brunswick; and the Westphalian at Co-
logne. The League possessed trading privileges in many a town
beyond these limits. It had foreign offices in London (the Steelyard)
and in Bergen. This mighty organization held numerous meetings,
the proceedings of which were called recesses. When necessary, it
defended its interests with warlike measures. It tapped an extensive
reservoir of raw materials in the Scandinavian world including Ice-
land, the lands held by the Teutonic Order, and much of Poland. It
was the greatest medium through which northeast Europe received
manufactured articles in return for the products of farm, forest, seq,
and mine. Its ships appeared even in the Bay of Biscay to secure salt
for the ever-growing population of the East.

Between the two great centers of occidental commerce, Italy and
the Low Countries, lay the towns of southern Germany and the
Rhineland. Fed by the constant stream of trade over the Alpine
passes, the urban centers of Munich, Augsburg, Basel, Regensburg,
Vienna, Nuremberg, Cologne, and Frankfort-on-the-Main grew to be
important marts. Not only did they profit from transit trade, but the
metallurgical industries of southern Germany so flourished that they
ranked next to those of Milan. The great fair of Frankfort-on-the-
Main was famous in all Europe. Prized cloths of Flemish and Italian
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looms were imported and paid for by raw materials of forest and
farm and by the products of a lucrative mining industry. Capitalism
inevitably followed in the wake of this activity; the Fugger family
of Augsburg became famous as bankers.

The industrial organization of the larger towns in the age of the
Renaissance is an interesting study. Guilds existed in most towns at
the end of the Middle Ages. A guild was a self-governed corporation
whose members practiced a particular craft, and it possessed the
right to regulate its members and assess fines for infractions. Each
guild had a monopoly of its craft within the town and its dependent
lands. When division of labor came into existence, specialization
made available a better product than had been possible on the manor.
Guilds were controlled by masters. Laborers who had attained the
standard of skill required by the guilds were hired to work for
wages and were called journeymen. Apprentices were taken into the
master's house to be supported and instructed, in return for which
they gave their labor. At the close of a fixed period they became
journeymen. This type of organization appeared first in Italy and
spread over Europe, especialy in the fourteenth century. Such an
organization was essential in order to provide the necessaries of life
for alarge population.

Guilds were much the same everywhere. Each group of handi-
craftsmen occupied a specified section of the town, a practice dictated
by the desire to protect themselves and their common interests. To
this day many towns in Europe still have their Fullers' Street and
Tanners' Street, and London still has an Ironmongers' Lane. Almost
every large town had its barbers, surgeons, bowyers, fletchers; wain-
wrights, wheelwrights, saddlers, lorimers, pewterers, potters, coopers,
chandlers, masons, carpenters, plasterers, thatchers, sawyers, turn-
ers, basketmakers, glaziers, leadsmiths, locksmiths, farriers, cutlers,
brassbeaters, coppersmiths, goldsmiths, silversmiths, ironmongery,
weavers of all kinds of cloths, fullers, dyers, spinners, carders,
bleachers, croppers, tanners, furriers, cordwainers, hosiers, belt-
makers, cobblers, glovers, tailors, hatters, butchers, fruiterers, groc-
ers, tapsters, millers, oil pressers, fishmongers, brewers, bakers, soap-
makers, broommakers, innkeepers, etc. The larger the town, the
greater the array of crafts.

Although such organizations were typical of most towns, in many
centers special conditions created unusual features. Towns situated
on rivers or the sea usually had a specia group of men to aid in
operations related to shipping. In Antwerp, where the guilds were
caled "nations," these included brokers, shippers, ship carpenters,
crane operators for unloading ships, grain carriers, turf carriers, and
many others. The metal industry needed special workers; at Namur
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and Dinant and in southern Germany they became numerous. The
manufacture of cloth likewise required many specialized groups in
Ghent, Bruges, Ypres, Brussels, Leiden, and elsewhere. Florence
possessed a special group called the Calimala Guild which refinished
manufactured cloth. In Lucca the manufacturers of silk formed a
large organization.

Another feature of the Renaissance was the accumulation of wealth
in the hands of a capitalist class. Idealists who conceived a romantic
affection for the Middle Ages have often represented the social and
economic regime of those days as a model of justice. Nothing could
be more erroneous. Then, even more than now, the earth was en-
cumbered by its poor. The growth of capital was accompanied by a
gross inequality in the division of wealth. Entrepreneurs in com-
merce and industry arose everywhere in the more advanced towns.
They controlled the industrial processes of the manufacturing crafts.
They bought raw materials and sold finished products in a world
market subject to the laws of competition. But they set the condi-
tions of labor and bought the services of skilled men in the closed
market of the town. To them accrued a disproportionate share of the
profits of industry. The original ideal of equality in guild organiza-
tion became impossible. A powerful and wealthy patriciate grew up.
Workers remained poor, ill-fed, ill-housed, irregularly employed,
discontented, and disposed to rebellion. Entrepreneurs in Italian
towns were usually called the popolo grasso. Below them were the
popolo minuto who produced for a more local market. Besides these
groups there were a number of poorer folk, a proletariat who found
it difficult to make a living. In Florence there were seven great
groups in the popolo grasso: the judges and notaries, the money
changers (arte dd cambio), the clothmaker.r (arte delta lana), the
silk weavers (arte delta seta), the doctors and druggists, the furriers,
aijd the Calimala. The popolo minuto were composed of fourteen
guilds. In the middle of the fourteenth century the arte delta lana
embraced almost a quarter of the town's total population, or about
thirty thousand men. Of these only about two hundred were masters
and extremely wealthy. They rigidly controlled twenty-five lesser
trades. They appointed consoli, or overseers, who directed the work.
The word of aworker counted for nothing when contradicted by the
wealthy padroni, or masters. Severe fines and penalties were in-
flicted; offenders were whipped to death. Wages were withheld,
sometimes for years. The least insubordination was punished s
verely, often by hanging. The more unfortunate proletarian members
of the towns thus lived under a regime of terror.

Similar conditions obtained wherever industry expanded and cap-
italism became dominant. The position of the lesser guilds in towns
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north of the Alps was often more favorable than in Italy. Sometimes
they rose to great influence, wealth, and comfort. But in some places
conditions were as bad as in the larger Italian towns. In Flanders,
Brabant, and Holland the cloth industry was controlled by a cap-
italist patriciate which restricted the freedom and income of the
workers. The same situation existed in the metal industry of Namur,
Dinant, and elsewhere. In London each of the great guilds divided
into two groups. The wealthier members of a craft were able to
dominate by reason of their capitalist activities, and constrained their
less fortunate brethren to work for them, Thus arose the great livery
or trading companies, still a feature of London business life.

Commerce and industry begot towns, towns begot wealth, and
wealth begot aristocracy. The patriciate and the masters of guilds
formed a vast group of hereditary castes. The former naturally
handed down their privileged position from generation to generation
and masters easily controlled guilds and prevented journeymen from
becoming masters. Thus the towns which originally had sought to
maintain equality among their inhabitants failed to do so and estab-
lished an hereditary caste system, much like the old feudal nobility.
Furthermore, the patriciate and the heads of the greater guilds con-
trolled the government and subordinated not only the towns' external
policy to their own interests, but also internal administration and
justice. Journeymen, apprentices, and the proletariat in the greater
centers were universally deprived of political expression, and also of
any chance of improving their lot in a social and economic way.
This situation often made the government of Renaissance towns
unstable.

The manor with its serfs and its natural economy was a dominant
feature of mediaeval society. It was supplanted by the town with its
merchants and craftsmen supported by the use of coined money.
A highly significant change in manner of life and habits of thought
took place. The dull uninquiring peasant whose life was controlled
by traditional methods of husbandry, who traveled little, and who
could neither read nor write, remained sunken in intellectual crudity.
Contacts with those on the manor on which he lived were sufficient
for his social relations; the simplest linguistic attainments, the gross-
est superstitions inherited through innumerable generations from the
pre;Christian past, the simplest sacramental activities of the churcl]
to save his soul, and the thinnest veneer of theological generalities
sufficed for his intellectual needs.

Townsmen, or the bourgeoisie, differed so vastly from, the peas
antry from which they were chiefly recruited that they formed a new
class by the side of the older groups, the nobility, clergy, and peas
antry. They lived in a new environment and developed a different
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manner of life and thought. Towns were practical centers. M en made
their living by busy trade and ceasdess manufacture. Competition
was keen and there was constant danger of losses Traders were
called upon to travel to far-distant places and to meet all sorts of
unusual dtuations. The townsman accordingly possessd varied ex-
perience in the hard school of life. He could adapt himself more
readily to a greater variety of stuations than could either noble or
peasant. He was a man of nimbler wit and had a hard-headed sense
of realities. He was bound to be less satisfied than his landed for-
bears with their vagueness of thought regarding practical things.
And when his energies were rewarded by wealth and he became a
person of leisure, he was certain to be disgused with their banal
tages and low culture.

Renaissance culture was truly the culture of the bourgedise It
first came into existence at the dose of the Middle Ages in an atmos-
phere of opulence developed in the trading and industrial centers of
Tuscany and northern Italy. The distinguishing features of the new
culture were its secular character and its keen interest in the facts
and experiences of everyday practical life. Theological preoccupation
and the rigors of religious discipline, especially as they concerned
wealth, could no longer play a leading role in intellectual endeavor.
It ssemed that the development of all business, government, military
matters, diplomacy, and social problems called forth so much mental
activity as to thrust traditional theological speculation® into the
background.



CHAPTER I
THE STATES OF ITALY

It is impossible to make a large city without an abundant population; and
this\is obtained by a benign government in keeping the roads open to induce
strangers to come and live there, and so that every one may gladly make that
city his dwelling place—MACHIAVELLI (d. 1527).

THE dates of Italy, especialy those of Tuscany and Lombardy,
played a leading part in the age of the Renaissance. This was in-
evitable because many centers of a new and vigorous political life
had sprung up as a result of the capitalist transformation of society.
S0 necessary is an understanding of these states to the study of
Renaissance culture that each of them merits careful attention. Be-
fore describing any one of them, it is well to note that in northern
Italy and Tuscany they passed through two stages of growth.

The first of these is the commune, a name applied to the self-
governed urban communities of the Middle Ages. The citizens of a
commune possessed a keen sense of solidarity. They were repeatedly
called upon to defend their communal rights against noblemen and
princes. They were forced to protect the interests of their fellow
merchants. They also built the communal walls, organized the com-
munal militia, collected taxes for the communal chest, and secured
the enactment of statutes to direct the social, economic, and political
life of the commune. Assemblies of the citizenry met on the public
squares to listen to political propositions, determine public policy,
and elect officials who usually were called consuls.

The second stage, the establishment of the signoria, was a step in
the direction of absolutism. Tyrants were inevitable in a society con-
stituted as was that of the towns of northern and central Italy. The
rapid increase of wealth everywhere divided the population into con-
tending classes. As we have seen, the popolo grasso were the wealth-
ier groups who controlled the more important businesses which
catered to the economic wants of the larger area of Europe. In other

! The Historical, Political, and Diplomatic Writings of Nice old Machiavelli
(Boston, 1891), val. ii, p. 449.
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words, they owned the big busness of the day. The popolo minuto,
on the contrary, were cornposed of the poorer groups who served the
demands of the town population only. To this dass belonged the
shoemakers, carpenters, bakers, butchers, and oil venders. These two
groups controlled the life of towns, politically and economically.
Below them was the unenfranchised proletariat. |11 feeling was in-
evitable; factional disputes and dangerous feuds which often led to
sudden and violent outbursts were rife. To put an end to such dis
sensions? it became customary during the thirteenth century to in-
trust the direction of communal affairs to some person (a signor)
or group of persons (signori). Crafty men or tyrants with ambition
and ability often saized the power of the state or, as it was called,
the signoria (or lordship), and maintained themsaves in defiance of
every effort to didodge them. In theory, however, the signoria was
conferred by the people. In the place of the tumultuous communal
democracies of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries came a more
effective and intelligent policy to promote economic interests.

The signoria created the fifteenth-century ltalian date of the
Renaissance. It was able to give manifold direction to the rapidly
expanding industrial and commercial interests of the urban populace.
It was in a position to subject the open countryside to the govern-
ment of cities. Systematic and orderly management made sates more
and more effective. Tyrants maintained their authority by the use of
condottieri or professional generals who commanded armies of mer-
cenaries or condotti. The use of thesxe professional soldiers became
a characteristic feature of the Renaissance. Just as the communal
citizenry of former times were unable to govern themsdves in peace
and security, so also were they incompetent to defend themseves.
The life of active soldiers was incompatible with that of a bour-
geoise eager for the pursuit of wealth. Therefore all fighting was
left to the professional soldiers who sold their services to the highest
bidder. They had no national interests to serve, knew no racial
antipathies, and cared not whether they fought against Christian or
infidel. Neither did they hate rival armies. They did little real fight-
ing, for the condottieri sought rather to win their objectives by skill-
ful manoeuvring which would cut off their opponents from their
supplies or defenses. Condottieri often became successful tyrants, as
in the case of Francesco Sforza, who was able to establish a dynasty
in Milan (1450).

Venice, one of the most remarkable dates of northern lItaly,

*The Guefs and Ghibdllines were two such factions The former supported
t]rg;)qrxe and the latter the emperor. Although they ocontinued to exist after
1250 when effective imperial power came to an end, they became less and less
important during the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries



P77 P &\\\&\. \
| N
7 \.\,.\_\K\\«.\\\\N'.:__-uu ]

4 X7

pespg)
j \¢~on

.

]
by AN VO
5\ [
-f




THE STATES OF ITALY 23

neveir succumbed to the dictation of tyrants. This haughty Queen of
the Adriatic was built on some low sandy idands through which flows
the Grand Canal in the shape of an inverted letter S. At the foot of
the canal and facing the sea are the Piazza of San Marco and the
Piazzetta, famed for the stately campanile, the noble basilica of San
Marco, the palace of the doges, and two pillars, one surmounted by
the winged lion of St. Mark and the other by St. Theodore with the
crocodile, both emblematic of Venetian history. Halfway up the
canal is the Rialto bridge which joins the two halves of the city. On
either dde of the canal were the nouses and magazines of the wealthy
bourgeoisie, including the far-famed Fondaco del Tedeschi, or the
German quarter. Venice ruled over a magnificent commercial do-
main, the relics of the old Byzantine Empire. Chief of these were
Candia, Cyprus, and the Agean idands of Andros, Naxos, Melos,
and Negropont. By special treaties she bound to herself a number of
flourishing trading centers in the Black Sea, Syria, and Egypt. Her
position in Constantinople, Adrianople, and Salonica and on the
lonian Idands gave her ascendancy in the Balkan area. Cattaro,
Ragusa, and Sibenico were important half-way sations on the east
shore of the Adriatic.

Genoa early challenged the commercial ascendancy of Venice;
she secured a foothold in Constantinople when the Latin Empire was
overthrown in 1261, and began to compete actively in the Black Sea.
The effort to drive Venetians out of the Crimea and southern Russia
led to a war which lasted from 1350 to 1355. At first the Venetians
were sadly worsted. Disheartened by the treachery of their doge
Marino Faliero, they made peace and surrendered to the Genoee
their ascendancy in the trade of the Black Sea. The struggle was
resumed, however in the famous War of Chioggia from 1379 to
1381; this broke out because the Venetians had secured Tenedos at
the entrance of the Dardanelles, an act greatly resented by their
rivals. The Genoese defeated the Venetian navy at Pola in 1379 and
made plans to move on Venice. But the Venetians stoutly defended
themsdves and, supported by their navy under Zeno, blockaded the
Genoexe in the lagoons at Chioggia and forced them to surrender.
Thus the safety of Venetian sea-borne commerce was assured.

Until the fourteenth century Venice was content to live isolated
in her lagoons and without possessons on the Italian mainland. Her
position was unassailable but had decided disadvantages. She could
not command the routes of commerce on the Venetian plain. Tyrants
of the Delia Scala house established themsdves at Verona, Vicenza,
and adjoining towns; since they commanded the approaches to*the
Brenner Pass, they were in a position to interfere in her commerce
with northern Europe. The Carrara family which ruled in Padua



24 THE RENAISSANCE AND THE REFORMATION

might become hogtile at any time and cut off the food supply of
Venice, a serious threat againg a city which imported all the neces
saries of life.

Venetian conquests on the mainland began with the success of a
league formed to oppose the ambition of Mastino Delia Scaa, tyrant
of Verona. By the treaty of peace in 1338 Venice received Treviso,
Castel franco, and Bassano. Venetian territory now extended to the
Alps, but Venice did not yet hold the approaches to the important
Brenner Pass. Two great wars were next fought with the Genoese
who were serioudy crippled by the outcome. But by the Peace of
Turin in 1381, which she made with Genoa and her allies, Venice
was forced to yield Treviso which in 1386 fell into the hands of the
Carrara family. Notwithstanding these losses and the pressure of the
Turks in the Levant, she soon resumed her conquest of the Venetian
plain.

The fifteenth century was marked by keen struggles with the
ruling house of Milan. Gian Galeazzo Visconti had succeeded in the
fourteenth century in subjugating most of the Lombard plain. He
reduced the Carrara house of Padua to vassalage and in 1388 pre-
sented Treviso and adjacent lands to the Venetians who had heped
him. On his death in 1402 the traditional friendship between Venice
and Milan came to an end. In the uncertainties of successon, Venice
grasped her opportunity. Francesco Carrara seized Verona and sought
to take Vicenza whose citizens, however, had offered the lordship of
the town to Venice. Gian Galeazzo's widow Catherine was sorely
tried by this warlike effort of the tyrant of Padua and solicited help
from the Venetians. They granted her aid but demanded all of
Milan's possessions east of the Adige River, and by 1405 they were
in control of Verona, Vicenza, and Padua. Venice now ruled up to
the Brenner Pass.

Two parties contended over the foreign policy of Venice at this
time. Tommaso Moncenigo, who held office as doge of Venice from
1414 to 1423, wished to safeguard the city's marine position now
serioudy endangered in the East. He was opposed to further oon*
guests on land. Against him was the party headed by Francesco
Foscaro who argued that the tyrants of Milan would surely try to
recover Verona and Padua. Foscaro's chance came when as doge he
was able to unite with Florence who feared the designs of Filippo
Maria Visconti in Romagna and Tuscany. In 1425 Venice began
war on Milan, whose rulers yielded to her Brescia and Bergamo.
Thus the Venetian border was extended westward from the Adige to
the Adda. In 1431 Filippo Maria opened a war of revenge in which
Florence was again the ally of Venice. It did not come to an end
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until the Peace of Lodi (1454) which secured to Venice her pos-
sessions on the mainland.

While the ascendancy of Venice was thus being established in
Lombardy, her Byzantine ports were threatened by the Turks who
seized Constantinople in May, 1453. They granted the Venetians
their ports and trading rights by the treaty ef 1454. A quarter in
Constantinople was assigned to Venetian merchants, to be governed
by a Venetian official. Thus the proud city managed to retain her
ascendancy in the Levant for atime, but only by the payment of an
annual tribute. The Turks feared her political power and finally
decided that a war was necessary. It broke out in 1463. Venice lost
Albania, Morea, Negropont, and Lemnos, in spite of a determined
resistance which drained her exchequer. The Peace of Constantinople
(1479) allowed Venice to retain her commercial privileges although
she had to pay a heavy fine of 150,000 ducats in addition to an an-
nual tribute of 10,000 ducats.

Venice's power and position rested upon her great trading monop-
oly. Her greatest industry was shipbuilding. So huge was the de-
mand for ships that, unlike Genoa which built for other peoples, the
shipbuilders of Venice could scarcely satisfy her domestic needs.
Because of her location on a group of small islands, all foodstuffs
had to be imported. Traffic in wheat therefore became important.
Vast quantities had to be brought from Sicily or the East. This had
significant consequences for the foreign relations of the republic.
The king of Spain ruled Sicily and could shut off this supply when-
ever it suited his purpose. So also could the Turks who were often
hostile. If wheat failed to arrive from these quarters it had to be
brought from beyond the Alps because grain from the region around
Sinigaglia in the States of the Church was far from adequate. This
was a source of great annoyance. Salt was produced in quantities
sufficient for export. But Venetian manufactures, while.important,
were less profitable than commerce. The guilds produced superior
silks, brocades, goldsmith's articles, and glass in such forms as beads
and eyeglasses. In short, the Venetians, like the Netherlanders of the
seventeenth century, were the economic middlemen between Orient
and Occident.

Peculiar features of the Venetian state were the remarkable power
of its government and the absence of revolts. This was not because
there was no proletariat, but because the government was strong
enough to suppress every attempt at rebellion. The doge, originally
the representative of the emperor of Constantinople, had been very
powerful. The wealthier families formed the Grand Council (Mag-
gior Consiglio) which aimed to restrict the power of the doge. The
council became a closed and hereditary group by 1319 and jealously
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prevented the intrusion of newcomers. Through a series of com-
mittees it eected the doge, who held office for life. The Senate
(Pregadi) chosen by the Grand Council discharged most legidative
duties. A Council of Ten, appointed by the Grand Council, acted as
a committee of public safety. This state organization, controlled
solely by the aristocratic patriciate, was able to prevent all demo-
cratic movements, for it made the state all-powerful. Venice there-
fore was a city with no dass conflicts. Her strength lay in her
superior navy, the greatest in Europe. On land, however, Venice
relied entirely upon condottieri; this condition was a source of much
weakness. Especially efficient was her diplomatic service which be-
came a model of excellence among sates of the Renaissance.

The Republic of Genoa was dtuated on the narrow strip of, land
between the Ligurian Alps and the Mediterranean, and extended
from Nice on, the north to Massa on the south. The city of Genoa
differed from Venice in that it was built on the mainland. Such ter-
ritory as she was able to conquer proved far inferior to that which
her rival annexed in the Venetian plain. But like Venice she laid
solid foundations in commerce during the Crusades. She found her-
sf blocked, however, at every turn by her intrepid rival traders.
After much bitter fighting Genoa, as was noted above, finally lost her
naval ascendancy in the War of Chioggia (1379-81). For a long
time, however, she was able to retain a large share in the lucrative
trade with the Levant.

The public life of Genoa was filled with constant turmoil. Her
population was recruited partly from the nobility who long continued
the private feuds so dear to that dass. Internal dissnsons greatly
weakened the city's power to resist the Venetians on sea and the
Visconti tyrants of Milan on land. In 1396 Genoa accepted the
suzerainty of Charles IV of France and henceforth was to have a
checkered career in her relations with her more powerful neighbors.
The Visconti regarded her with covetous eyes because through this
port they could secure access to the sea. French kings, particularly
Charles VIl and Louis X || wished to control her because her terri-
tories would give them ready access to Italy. The Spaniards desred
her allegiance in order to block French designs on Italy.

Genoa's economic position made her a desirable ally. Her navy was
important for both French and Spaniards. Her shipping was at the
disposal of the highest bidder. She sold ships and weapons to all
peoples. Thus she was eagerly courted by the great forces contending
for the control of ltaly after the invasion of Charles VIII. The
Spaniards were most successful in securing her friendship, for Genoa
needed the wheat of Sicily which belonged to Spain; without it she
was unable to subsd.
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The Bank of St. George (Casa di San Giorgio) played a unique
part in the life of Genoa. In 1371 an attempt had been made to fund
the debt of the republic. The bonds or shares (luoghi) floated in that
year increased so alarmingly because of internal dissensions that the
bank was founded in 1407 in order to liquidate the public debt. All
financial business was confided to eight members elected by the
creditors. The bank therefore was a private institution independent
of the state and carefully guarded by the vigilant creditors. It was
well managed and proved a steadying influence in the tumultuous life
of the state.

The prosperous city and duchy of Milan® were situated in the heart
of the fertile plain of Lombardy between the Ticino and the Adda
Rivers, branches of the Po which connect Lake Maggiore and Lake
Como with this river. From time immemorial Milan had been the
inevitable center of the very productive agricultural life of the valley.
With the revival of trade and industry it attracted merchants and
business from, all parts of the commercial world. From Venice on
the east, Genoa on the west, Florence, Siena, and Rome on the
south, and the myriad towns which surrounded it on the Lombard
plain came goods and traders of all sorts. To the north were the
great Brenner, Spliigen, and St. Gothard Passes through which
poured articles of trade and manufacture to and from the great
centers north of the Alps.

Milan stood next to Venice as an economic center. It was famous
for the high quality of its silk and woolen textiles, gold brocades, and
splendid velvets. It won renown for the great excellence of its
weapons, which were superior to those produced in the towns of
southern Germany. Indeed,, it possessed practically a monopoly of
this industry. Owing to its manufactures and its commerce, the city
as well as the duchy of Milan possessed a population more numerous
than that of any other state of similar area in the age of the Renais-
sance. Its economic position was peculiarly powerful because all
foodstuffs could be produced on its fertile soil. Only salt had to be
imported.

Commercial prosperity, industrial supremacy, advantageous geo-
graphical situation, and extreme wealth gave Milan unusual prestige
in the political life of Italy. To secure possession of the duchy was
a fundamental policy with the princes of the rival houses of Haps-
burg, Valois, and Orleans during the great wars of the sixteenth
century. The military power of the duchy was not imposing, how-
ever. The dukes relied extensively upon condottieri and mercenary
troops, for the industrious bourgeoisie and peasantry saw little at-

2 Milan and the surrounding subject territory were erected into a duchy in
1396 by the Emperor Wenzdl.
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traction in a career of arms. So wealthy were the dukes that they
could command the best military talent. The government sought to
defend the duchy, which lay open to invaders on all sdes, by erecting
great drongholds or cagles at Milan, Cremona, and Pavia. The
dukes dependence upon mercenaries brought them much grief in the
early decades of the sixteenth century.

The rulers, the Visconti family, created the duchy out of many
discordant dements. Their policy was typical of despots of whom
Italy possessed many in the fourteenth century. Matteo Visconti was
named imperial vicar by Emperor Henry VI | in 1312. Title to the
lordship (signoria) of Milan soon became hereditary in his family.
By a complicated chain of events the family were able to bring
under their sway all the central part of the Po valley between Savoy
and Venetia, the Alps and the Apennines.

Filippo Maria, the la member of the direct line of the Visconti,
died in 1447. But Filippo's condottiere, Francesco Sforza, had mar-
ried his natural daughter Bianca. There were two claimants to his
posessons, the house of Orleans and that of Hapsburg. The bour-
geoise of Milan hoped to recover their republican constitution and
formed the Ambrosian Republic, named after St. Ambrose, famous
in the history of the city. The fate of the duchy, however, was decided
by craft and trickery, for in renaissance Italy hereditary title was not
nearly as valid as the ability to secure and hold political power
through clever manipulation. Sforza first made a treaty with the
Venetians, promising them Cremo and some lands along the Adda,
and in 1450 he conquered the Milanese. Next he repudiated his
promises to Venice who could do nothing since the tyrant had solidly
established his authority as duke. Thus was founded the Sforza
dynagty of Milan.

Situated in the Alps and the valley of the upper Po, the duchy of
Savoy did not share the great economic development of Lombardy.
Its towns were few in number and of dight importance. Its eco-
nomic development was backward, and its social cusoms and ideas
remained conservative. Renaissance conceptions could not thrive in
such a region; in fact, the country remained manorial and feudal in
outlook. Savoy played a role during the age, however, but only be
caue of its postion. For the French it was important because it
would give access to Italy; for Spain and the emperor, because it
would serve as a bulwark against invasion. But to the culture of the
Renaissance the date of Savoy contributed little.

The margraviate of Mantua was a powerful little community,
Stuated on the lower Mincio which drained Lake Garda and was an
affluent of the Po. The town of Mantua controlled the crossng of
the degp and rapid Mincio. It enjoyed some economic prosperity,
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for through it passed the routes of trade to Verona and the Brenner
Pass. But it was too small to play a great role in the political life of
the Renaissance. The able house of Gonzaga provided successful
condottieri. A feudal atmosphere long dominated Mantua but it was
softened by the bourgeois cultural influences of the Renaissance
which gave to the life at the court of its able rulers a flavor all
its own.

Ferrara, situated along the lower Po arid the Adriatic coast, be-
tween Venice and the States of the Church, was much like Mantua.
It produced capable condottieri, possessed some trade, and produced
an article of great value, salt. The rulers belonged to the house of
Este, a family of feudal origin. In spite of a chivalric outlook, life
at the court made unique contributions to the culture of the Renais-
sance. The princes of Ferrara had acquired the signoria of Reggio in
1279 and that of Modena in 1288. Thus their properties extended
from the mouth of the Po across the peninsula to Massa on the
Mediterranean. The ducal title was obtained in 1450. Ferrara re-
mained a fief of the States of the Church; this tie enabled the dukes
to maintain their independence of Venice.

Florence was in many respects the most remarkable state of the
Renaissance. By the opening of the fourteenth century her territory
comprised all of Tuscany except Siena, Lucca, and Pisa. Pisa was
subjugated in 1406 and thus free access to the sea was obtained.
Florence's safety had been endangered by the ambitions of Gian
Gaeazzo and his son Filippo Maria, dukes of Milan. She was able
to protect herself by an aliance with Venice through which she
wrought great damage upon Milan. This policy was continued until
the death in 1447 of Filippo Maria who had actively supported the
exiled Florentine house of Albizzi and threatened the peace of the
city. Cosimo de' Medici, the opponent of the Albizzi, now determined
to seek the friendship of Francesco Sforza, placed his money at
Sforza's disposal against the Ambrosian Republic, and contributed
not a little in establishing the new dynasty in Milan. The Peace of
Lodi (1454), Cosimo's diplomatic masterpiece, secured for Florence
a political equilibrium in Italy, which was to last until the end of
the century.

Florence owed her economic preeminence to the industrial and
financial intelligence of her subjects. The political and economic skill
of the city was founded upon the seven greater guilds (arti mag-
giori). The guild of the money changers (arte del cambio) early
won fame and grew rich lending money to princes and the papacy.
Sometimes the bankers lost, but in the aggregate they made great
gains. Their houses numbered about eighty during the fourteenth
century. Another industry subjected cloths imported from Flanders
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and other northern lands to a secret process whereby they received
a special luster and perfection. About twenty houses employing many
workers monopolized this industry, and the merchants of the famous
Calimala Guild, as this organization was called, made splendid
fortunes.

Two hundred housss posssssed a monopoly of the woolen industry
(arte delta lana) because Florentine dyeing was especially good.
Their annual production amounted to seventy-five thousand pieces.
This guild controlled twenty-five minor crafts. Handsome profits
accrued from this trade which supplied the needs of the wealthier
dasses of Europe. The manufacturers of silk goods (arte delta seta)
also were important. Brocades of gold and silver were produced for
discriminating buyers. In 1472 at least eighty-two shops were busy
in the production of silks and employed a large number of workers.
In this handicraft, however, Florence was surpassed by her neighbor
Lucca.

Social and industrial cleavages created discontent and made the
government of Florence unstable. The proletariat had no voice in the
government, which was controlled by the masters of the guilds. The
oppressad workers repeatedly sought to better their lot but each time
they were put down by force. A desperate revolt broke out in 1378
but was stamped out in blood. This group continued to live in sullen
resentment toward the more fortunate citizens. Out of this chronic
discontent arose the power of the Medici in 1429, a wealthy house
which favored the lower dasses at the expense of the urban aris
tocracy. Florence was further weakened by the fact that, like Milan,
it never maintained an effective army and with its native military
resources could scarcey defend itself against a determined enemy.
This feebleness was to prove disastrous when Charles V11| advanced
upon Naples (1494-95).

The republic of Siena occupied the southern part of Tuscany. Its
citizens had early won renown because of their banking success, but
Florence surpassed it in the fourteenth century. Yet Siena retained
its wealth and. succeeded in presenting an imposing appearance
during the Renaissance. Here too the government was unstable. The
popolo grasso contended with the popolo minuto, and the lower
dases were discontented; there were innumerable disputes. Pan-
dolfo Petrucci became tyrant in 1487, but his rule was a dismal
failure. Neither he nor other members of his family possessed the
ability to manage the state successfully because of the rival dasses
Siena finally passed under the protection of Charles V in 1524, and
in 1555 was annexed by Grand Duke Cosimo | of Tuscany.

The prosperity of Pisa, ruined by the Genoes in the battle off
Meloria in 1284, was completely destroyed when Florence reduced
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her in 1406, built a cagle in her midst, and transported some of her
prominent citizens to live in Florence as pledges of good-behavior.

Lucca, on the confines of Tuscany and Modena, was famous for
its silk industry as early as the deventh century. Silk cloths of every
variety and of great excellence were produced, so that the merchants
of Lucca long enjoyed a monopoly of this profitable industry. Raw
materials were collected from such distant lands as Persia, Turkes-
tan, and Spain. Lucca's merchants edablished branches in the
principal centers of.Europe north of the Alps, and often engaged in
profitable banking operations. Lucca successfully opposed the de-
dgns of Florence to subjugate her, and retained her independence
until the nineteenth century.

The States of the Church, or the Patrimony of St. Peter as they
are often called, comprised a large group of territories on the dopes
of the Apennines in the central part of the peninsula. These lands
shared but little in the commercial and industrial progress which
made the sates of northern Italy wealthy. Nevertheless, so impor-
tant was the contribution of many of these communities to the cul-
ture of the Renaissance that they must be noted. In the mountains
lay Umbria with the cities of Perugia, Assis, and Orvieto. Eastward
>lay the Marches with the cities of Ancona, Urbino, and Sinigaglia.
To the north were Romagna and Emilia with the cities of Ravenna,
Rimini, Faenza, Forli, Cesna, Bologna, and Imola, and the duchy
of Ferrara. Outside of Romagna and Emilia few noteworthy towns
developed. The country remained agricultural, supporting a relatively
dense population. It produced much grain, the surplus of which was
exported and thus paid for such articles of luxury as the people
wanted. Salt was produced at Comacchio and alum at Tolfa. The
social and political ideas of the people were conservative. Feudal
cusoms survived everywhere in full vigor, due largely to the geo-
graphical diversity of the region; this condition made government
difficult. Especially ungtable was the city of Rome, capital of the
States of the Church, whose officials often quarreled with the pope
The towns everywhere, large and small, were filled with factions
and the nobles were contentious and indulged in feuds.

The great weakness of the States of the Church lay in the nature
of their government. Their ruler was the pope the head of the
church. He was usually advanced in age when called, to this dignity
and his election was often the result of rival influences in the curia.
Since he was a priest, his title could not become hereditary; hence no
continuity of policy was possble The great religious problems of
the fourteenth and fifteenth Centuries materially weakened the pres-
tige of the papal rule. Feudal rulers and communal governments
disregarded all central authority, and local dynagties of tyrants
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aserted their freedom. Such were the Este in Ferrara, the Malatesta
in Rimini; and the Montefeltri in Urbino.

The reestablishment of Rome as the seat of the papacy by Martin
V (1417-31) after the tumultuous days of the Great Schism (1378-
1415) was followed by a restoration of papal authority. But it proved
impossible to raise the popées prestige so that his government com-
pared favorably with that of his northern Italian neighbors. The
development of any central government was dow, taxation scarcey
existed, and there was no army. Hence the pope was often forced
to hire mercenaries or seek support from foreign powers. Not until
the pontificates of Alexander VI (1492-1503) and Julius |11
(1503-13) was a successful effort made to consolidate these diverse
lands and establish an effective government.

The petty sate of Urbino, a fief of the States of the Church, was
situated on the eastern dopes of the Apennines. Manorial institu-
tions were dtill a feature of its life but the influences of trade were
felt. This state was noted for its capable condottieri. The ruling
house of Montefeltro was characterized by great ability which long
enabled it to do as it pleased. The cultural eminence of its princes
laid the bads of Urbino's prestige in the society of the Renaissance.

The kingdom of Naples occupied the southern part of the penin-
aula. Its industry was insignificant and its agriculture produced only
enough grain for native use. Some olive oil was exported. Trade
was to a large extent in the hands of foreigners. The towns, except
Naples, were of purely local importance. The great currents of trade
scarcdy touched this region, leaving the country relatively the poor-
et in all Italy. Social and economic life was backward; everywhere
feudal lords oppressed the peasantry. Brigandage was rife, eype
cially in the interior. The nobles recruited their armies from the
mountainous regions of the Abruzzi and assumed a haughty indif-
ference toward the crown. Rulers made little progress in developing
centralized government after the thirteenth century. Taxation was
poorly developed and the rulers were unable to hire mercenaries. The
Neapolitan infantry and cavalry were ineffective, the navy was puny,
and foreigners controlled the shipping. Officials were drawn from
the nobility who never became completely loyal to the crown; hence
revolt was easlly successful and kings might lose their crowns in a
moment.

The kingdom of Sicily was a populous idand important because
of its staple product, grain. Olive oil also was produced but was of
purely local sgnificance. Its wheat was a prized article in Spain,
where little of this commodity was grown, and in such great cities
as Venice and Genoa. The crown derived a rich income from a tax
levied on its export. Royal power was well developed everywhere
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save in some'of the remote mountain districts. There were no great
barons such as harassed the political life of Naples and the States
of the Church. Hence it was unnecessary to maintain a royal army.
As long as its rulers could call upon the navy of the Genoese, whose
shipping was the great distributor of its wheat, they were safe in
their island kingdom. The Sicilian crown was held by the Spanish
house of Aragon. Alfonso I, king of Sicily and Aragon since 1416,
conquered Naples in 1435. On his death in 1458 the Neapolitan
crown descended to his natural son Ferdinand | (1458-94), while
the Sicilian crown passed to his brother John Il who aso ruled
Aragon (1458-79). John's titles passed to his son, the great Ferdi-
nand the Catholic (1479-1516). Neither Sicily nor Naples provided
an adequate soil for Renaissance culture.



CHAPTERIII
STATES OUTSIDE ITALY

Public security and the protection of the laws are the sinews of agriculture
and of commerce. The Erince should therefore encourage his subjects quietly
to devote themselves to the pursuits of agriculture and commerce, as well as to
all other human industries; so that the one may not abstain from embellishing
his possessions for fear of their being taken from him, and that the other may
not hesitate to open a new traffic for fear of taxes. But he should reward those
who are willing to devote themselves to these occupations, and who in any way
contribute to the enlargement of the city or sate—MACHIAVELLI}

IN T H E preceding chapter it was seen how statesin northern Italy
were supported wholly or in part by commerce, industry, and the
use of coined money. Outside Italy a similar situation was develop-
ing. Everywhere was felt the quickening pulse of a more advanced
economic activity. Itsintensity varied greatly in the many communi-
ties. The foundations of the old order in society and politics were
steadily sapped. Where economic progress was most pronounced oc-
curred the mogt rapid shifting of political life from the old manorial
and feudal bass to the newer foundations of town economy. Thus
the Renaissance type of state also developed outside Italy, although
more dowly and under very different circumstances.

First to be noted is the kingdom of Germany and the venerable
Holy Roman Empire, the embodiment of mediaeval political concep-
tions. The kingdom dates back to the struggles of Charlemagne's
grandsons when it was created by the Partition of Verdun (843).
Its western boundary was fixed by the Treaty of Verdun-Ribemont
(880) when the central strip originally given to King Lothair was
incorporated with it. The crown early showed a tendency to become
hereditary and an effective governing agency. But the Investiture
Struggle, contentions with the popes, quarrels with feudal princes,
and the extinction of several royal houses the last being the Hohen-
staufen in the thirteenth century, ruined the crown. The monarchy
became elective, the sport of feudal ambitions. Many feudal sates

! TheHistorical, Political, and Diplomatic Writings of Nicoolo Machiavelli
(Boston, 1891), vol. ii, p. 448.
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came into exigence, unchecked by royal restraint. Such were Ba-
varia, Saxony, the Palatinate, Brandenburg, and Bohemia, whose
rulers were the lay party in the College of Electors which named the
emperor. The archbishops of Cologne, Trier, and Mainz, the chief
ecclesiagtical princes of the empire, were also.members of this col-
lege. The other feudal princes were organized into a College of
Princes. Besdes these there was a College of Imperial Cities com-
posed of members from such towns as Nuremberg, Basdl, Frankfort-
on-the-Main, Augsburg, Strassburg, Lubeck, and Hamburg. These
three colleges congtituted the Imperial Diet. It was a cumbrous organ
and could thwart the imperial will with impunity.

The imperial dignity was reassumed in 962 by Otto | after it had
been neglected for a century. Like the German crown, it became
elective. The German king was called King of the Romans until his
coronation as emperor by the pope. Besdes the German crown the
king also wore the Iron Crown of the Lombards, which made him
an ltalian prince. There was no imperial patrimony or treasury. It
is an interesting fact that the great economic progress of the closing
Middle Ages did not make the German king a powerful ruler. Feudal
princes and especially imperial cities grew rich from it and were
strong enough to keep their wealth for themsdves. Hence there was
practically no royal or imperial taxation, administration, justice, or
army. Royal and imperial offices had to be supported by the private
moneys of the king. After 1438 the emperor was chosen from the
archducal house of Austria whose possessions lay in the valley of the
Danube. Although these lords enjoyed a modest economic prosperity
they proved far too poor to support so heavy a burden. Hence both
royal and imperial dignities became mere shadowy forms.

Germany's prosperity was peculiarly dependent upon external con-
ditions. The great imperial cities of the south were built along the
lanes of traffic between the towns of northern Italy and the Low
Countries. As long as Italians remained in possesson of the great
tradewith the Levant and the Orient these German centers flourished.
The country produced mercenaries for foreign service but this did
not counterbalance the decline in trade between Italy and the Low
Countries which st in after Vasco da Gama sailed around the Cape
of Good Hope. The towns of the south therefore were robbed of the
ectinomic support needed in order to become world markets in the
sixteenth century. They enjoyed some prosperity as manufacturers
of cannon and other weapons. An extensive textile industry produced
cloths inferior to those of the Low Countries and Italy,, and could
not meet their competition. The export of industrial products de-
clined, trade grew less, and the prosperous days of the.fourteenth and
fifteenth centuries vanished forever.
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The northern part of the Rhinelantf was another important area
of German trade and industry. Cologne, its center, stood at the cross-
roads leading from the south to the towns of Brabant, Flanders, and
Holland on the west, and to the Hanseatic regions in the north and
east. The economic development of eastern Germany was far inferior
to that of the west and north. The east produced raw materials with
which it bought the manufactures of western Germany and foreign
lands. In the northeast the business of exchanging products of back-
ward Slavic, Scandinavian, and other lands for those of the Low
Countries, France, and parts farther south was in the hands of
Hanseatic merchants. In their great centers there was much ship-
building, brewing of beer, especially in Hamburg, and some manu-
facture of linens. The shifting of world trade routes was less disas-
trous for them than for the towns of the south. A vigorous urban
life developed in many centers, but it did not contribute to the
upbuilding of a politically united Germany.

The Scandinavian and Slavic countries north and esst of Ger-
many were an economic province of German traders. Situated on
the outskirts of a region steadily being transformed by capitalism,
they exported raw materials, foodstuffs, and metals to the more
thickly populated centers and received in return finished products
of greater excellence than they themselves could produce. Therefore
the social development of these lands was backward, the bourgeoisie
was a dlight factor, and monarchical power based upon bureaucratic
methods remained embryonic.

The Swedish and Norwegian crowns were elective in accordance
with early Germanic custom. They possessed no system of taxation
and had no army. The nobility was powerful and assertive; the
church, especially of Sweden, possessed much land and defied the
monarchy. The bourgeoisie grew slowly, as most of the trade was
held by the Hanseatic merchants. Denmark was in far better condi-
tion. Its agriculture was advanced in character and there was more
trade and industry. But here also the Hansa dominated commercial
life. The crown remained elective and weak, possessing neither mili-
tary strength nor an administrative bureaucracy.

These three kingdoms were joined when Margaret (d. 1412),
the widow of Haakon V111 of Norway (d. 1380) and daughter of
King Wadfemar Attertag of Denmark (d. 1375), became queen of
Norway and Denmark and regent of Sweden in 1389. Therewith the
center of political control passed to Copenhagen. Denmark, wealthier
than the other two, dominated whatever policy there was. Norway
was not in a position to object. But in Sweden there was much
trouble until finally national sentiment asserted itself and established
a separate monarchy under Gustavus Vasa (1523-60).
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The extensive kingdom of Poland occupied the valleys of the
Vistula, Pripet, and Niemen, north of the Carpathian Mountains
and west of the Dnieper. This low-lying region filled with swamps
and pools remained a backward sate throughout the Middle Ages.
Agriculture progressed but dowly, the peasantry remained poor, and
a*native bourgeoisie scarcely developed. JHere too, commercial life
was dominated by the Hanseatic League. Such larger towns as
Danzig, Diinaberg, and Thorn were German. The rude nobility were
powerful and independent. At the Diet of Piotrkow (1496) they
were able to impose upon the crown the principle that no changes in
the government would be permitted without their consent. They
controlled and in fact practically constituted the state. The German
bourgecise who dominated external commerce and the Jews who
monopolized domestic trade were excluded from influence in the
gover nment.

The country produced an abundance of raw materials and food-
stuffs which it exported through Hanseatic hands in return for
cloths, salt, metals, wine, and fruits of the Mediterranean area.
Progress among the peasantry was hampered by the policy of naoble
families to reduce all freemen to the level of serfdom. The nobles
were able to secure exemption from the burden of import duties.
They and the clergy, to a large extent recruited from the nobility,
profited from this immunity. The crown languished and became
elective, the bourgeoisie did not develop, and the peasantry declined
in wealth and social status. Conditions necessary for a typical state
of the Renaissance were largely absent in Poland.

The lands of the Knights of the Teutonic Order lay on both sides
of the Vistula. This state, a monastic and feudal community of
German origin, made war upon the heathen Prussians. At the head
of this feudal organization stood the Grand Master. The subjugated
Prussian peasantry lived in villages owned by the Order and were
treated as serfs. Bitterness was the natural result but did not become
effective until the rulers of the Jagellon house of Lithuania began
to reign in Poland (1386). The combination of Lithuanians and
Poles, both of whom had suffered at the hands of the Knights, de-
feated the Knights at Tannenberg in 1410. Casimir |V (1445-92)
forced the Grand Master to yield Ermeland in the Vistula valley and
to recognize the suzerainty of the Polish crown. Another semi-cru-
sading order, the Knights of the Cross, occupied Courland, Livonia,
and Estonia, lands lying north of the region occupied by the Teu-
tonic Knights. They also were a monkish and military fraternity
which labored to convert thsir subjects.

The Hungarians were of. Finno-Ugrian sock and had emerged
from the unexplored areas of northern Asia. They retained their
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original tongue, in spite of the fact that they had absorbed other
races. Their kingdom occupied the spacious valleys of the Danube
and the Theiss, and extended to the crest of the Carpathians on
the east. The broad and fertile Danubian plain Was an important
agricultural area. A vigorous peasantry and a powerful nobility
grew up in it. But trade did not thrive, towns remained small, and
the bourgeoisie played no significant part in the affairs of the land.
Social manners and outlook were conservative and long remained
feudal. Under such circumstances the monarchy could not develop.
It remained elective and tncapable of assuming leadership. There was
practically no taxation and che army was purely a feudal array with
no discipline. The cavalry was excellent but its untrained leaders
could make no effective resistance against the Turks at Mohacs
(1526).

The Ottoman Turks, like the Hungarians, were of Finno-Ugrian
stock and originally came from the regions north of the Hindukush
Mountains. At the close of the thirteenth century they founded a
state in Asia Minor which expanded rapidly. The depopulated By-
zantine Empire, with its declining agriculture, vanishing' commerce,
and ruined treasury, could not resist their attacks. Dissensions were
fomented by ambitious persons who invited Sultan Orkhan to cross
to Europe, arid the Turks soon spread over the peninsula of Gallip-
oli. Murad | (1359-89) invaded Thrace, proceeded up the Maritza
valley, and in 1366 moved the seat of his government to Adrianople
after seizing parts of Bulgaria. The Serbs were defeated at Kossova
in 1389 and their state was reduced to vassalage.

Conquest had proceeded steadily, but Constantinople, the mighty
city on the Golden Horn which commanded the narrow waters con-
necting the Black Sea with the Agean and the land passage from
Asia Minor to Europe, could not be taken. In spite of its poverty
and impotence this capital of the venerable Greek state, ruined by
the covetousness of Venetians and Genoese, resolved to put forth a
valiant resistance. The Ottomans had no navy with which to approach
its harbors. But the day of reckoning was at hand. Mohammed 11
(1451-81) felt that he must secure Constantinople to complete his
control of the Balkans. It fell on May 29, 1453, closing a long career
of incompetence and ignominy with one final act of heroic resistance.
The Turks were of nomadic origin and knew little about trade, but
Mohammed appreciated the importance of commerce and gave
Genoese and Venetians mercantile privileges. Serbia and Bosnia were
subjugated between 1459 and 1462, and the Latin princelings of
Morea, who had founded their states after the fall of Constantinople
in 1204, were driven out. Mohammed warred on the Venetians
(1463-79) and took Negropont and Morea.
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The Turkish government was very different from that of other
states of Renaissance Europe. It bore traits of the original methods
employed when the Turks were still in atribal stage. The Porte, as
the government was called, centered at the sultan's seraglio. The
grand-vizier, or prime minister, the councilors, and other officials
formed a supreme advisory body known as the Sublime Porte. The
grand-vizier was also head of the civil and military servants. These
officials were drawn exclusively from Moslems. Christians were
tolerated. The army was composed of the cavalry recruited from
Moslem landholders who owed military service to the sultan, and
the Janissaries, a group of about eight thousand professional soldiers
originally recruited from captives taken in war but later from the
subject Christian population as a kind of tribute. These Janissaries
formed the nucleus of the Ottoman army. The Turkish infantry.was
inferior to that of the Swiss and Germans; the cavalry was inferior
to the horsemen of France. The Turks were successful chiefly be-
cause they fell upon a decrepit Greek state, the poorly managed
Slavic levies, and the improperly drilled Hungarian troops.

The economic basis characteristic of states of the Renaissance was
lacking in the Turkish dominions. Industry and commerce were
monopolized by Venetians and Genoese. Agriculture remained im-
portant; grain was produced and from its export sufficient credit
was obtained to purchase cloths from western looms. The weakness
of the Turkish state was not apparent to people of that age, as is
shown by the panic inspired by their military successes.

The many sections into which the Spanish peninsula had been
divided since the Islamic invasions were greatly reduced in number
by the en$ of the Middle Ages. Geographical diversity produced
marked linguistic and other differences. The east, comprising Cata-
lonia, Aragon, and Valencia, was subject to the king of Aragon who
after 1458 also ruled over Sardinia, Sicily and the Balearic Islands,
chief of which were Majorca and Minorca. In the middle of the
peninsula lay the realm of Leon and Castile whose ruler, Queen
Isabella, married King Ferdinand of Aragon in 1469. The kingdom
of Navarre lay on both sides of the Pyrenees. Although of slight
importance in point of size and industry, it played an active part
in the relations between France and Spain. The Moorish ream of
Granada, which enjoyed extensive trade and industry, was conquered
by Ferdinand and Isabella in 1492.

The extensive plateaus of Spain produced no wheat, the chief
foodstuff of Europeans. The peasantry could not develop as they
did on the plains of Lombardy and the population remained sparse,
being estimated at only seven millions. The rivers, except the
Guadalquivir on which Seville was situated, were not navigable and
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hence an active trading life could not grow up in the interior.
Native industry supplied purely native needs. Cloths of the best
quality had to be imported from Italian and Netherlandish looms.
The vast uplands, however, produced sbme copper and a great quan-
tity of wool'from its merino sheep. Although inferior to the English
product, it had become an important competitor as early as the four-
teenth century and the industry supported a vigorous group of hardy
and industrious shepherds.

The chief towns were with few exceptions situated op the sea
coast or in Andalusia and Murcia. Catalonia possessed the splendid
port of Barcelona, long famous for its trade with the Levant and an
important center for the importation of Sicilian wheat. Such north-
ern ports as Santander and St. Sebastian were centers for fishing,
especidly whaling. To the great towns of central and northeastern
Europe were exported fruits and Wines, and to industrial centers the
dyestuffs traditionally used in the Middle Ages. Much of this north-
ern trade, however, was in Netherlandish hands, and native shipping
did not develop except in Guipuzcoa. This was aso true of the
Mediterranean trade which was controlled by the Genoese. Ship-
building was monopolized by the Moors, as the Mohammedan popu-
lation was called.
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In Spain, as in other sates of the Renaissance, the monarchy be-
came powerful because of enthusiastic support by the bourgeoise
The townsmen of Castile were disgusted at the fesbleness of Henry
IV (1459-74). They were opposed to the nobility who sought to
preserve old privileges and dominate the crown. The townsmen
formed an association to combat the traditional lawlessness of the
nobility. This Hermandad, or brotherhood, was reorganized under
royal direction in 1476. It possssd courts which punished brig-
andage and violence. It organized a mounted police to execute its
decisons. Only when the crown was powerful enough to assume its
functions did the central courts deprive the Hermandad of some
of its duties. The nobles could neither understand nor sympathize
with the policy of the crown and often absented themsdves from the
Cortes in which they had a right to sit. The great military orders,
Alcantara, Calatrava, and St. James of Compostdla, were forced to
submit to the control of the monarch. A careful method of examin-
ing old grants of land was put in practicee A similar though les
vigorous policy was pursued in Aragon.

It is sgnificant that the Spanish monarchy was powerful enough
to control the church. The native population was devoutly loyal to
the Catholic faith, and the rulers were pious. This does not mean,
however, that the state was influenced by the Roman curia. Isabella
controlled appointments to important clerical poss and excluded
foreigners, a policy to which Pope Sixtus IV (1471-84) was forced
to agree in 1482. The alliance of crown, church, and bourgeoise led
to important consequences. Moors and Jews were numerous in Anda-
lusia and exhibited striking superiority in agriculture and industry.
The bourgeoisie disliked the Jews who were their strenuous com.
petitors and the fanaticism of the townsmen was fed by these eco-
nomic antagonisms. They wanted to Christianize the Jews not only
in faith but also in manner of living. They did not exhibit nearly so
much hatred toward the agricultural Moors who in matters of faith
were further removed from Christianity than the Jews. Such politi-
cal and religious considerations also explain the zeal with which the
crown supported and directed the Inquisition, a political institution
erected in 1480.

The Spanish army was recruited largely from the lithe and hardy
dwellers of the plateaus who in the sixteenth century won an enviable
reputation as the best infantry in Europe. The army possessad no
cavalry. Neither did the towns of the coast produce the shipping
necessary to form a navy. The Spanish monarch remained dependent
upon the Genoese marine for naval and military purposes as it had
long been forced to rely upon Genoese shipping to import wheat
from Sicily. The economic bases social structure, political organiza-
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tion and religious temper of Spain therefore profoundly influenced
the role of its monarchs in the Catholic Reformation and the great
wars for the control of Italy.

Trie kingdom of Portugal occupied the western portion of the
Spanish peninsula from the Minho to the Guadiana. This land pos-
sesed great advantages over Spain in that the navigable portions
of the Douro and the Tagus, with the cities of Oporto and Lisbon
at their mouths, flowed through its territory. The Portuguese crown
had developed a more highly centralized government than Castile
or Leon. Furthermore, its authority was not challenged by Moors
as was the case with Spain. Lisbon possessed an active trade with
the Low Countries, and was to receive a mighty impetus from the
Portuguese monopoly of commerce with India.

France occupied a leading position among the states of northern
Europe. For many generations French royal power steadily increased,
thanks to the wealth and energy of the bourgeoisie which supported
it consistently. An administrative bureaucracy sprang into existence.
Its officials came from the towns or from the lowest ranks of the
feudal hierarchy. Knowing that they owed everything to the crown,
they worked loyally for its advancement and sought faithfully to
apply the precepts of the Roman Civil Code in behalf of the crown
against the rights of nobles. The monarch thus became supreme; he
collected an army and levied such taxes as were needed.

In 1453 France emerged victorious from the great trials of the
Hundred Years War (1336-1453). This struggle, although waged
primarily against English kings, was in one of its aspects caused
by the desire of French princes to prevent their states from being
.absorbed as so many feudal principalities had been. The king of
England as duke of Aquitaine wished to maintain his rights against
the obvious desires of the French crown. Feudal interests and the
spirit of local independence influenced the course of the war. Indus-
trial and commercial Flanders, a fief of the French crown, allied
with England to escgpe the destruction of its economic interests.
Feudal separatism in Brittany enabled the English Edward 111 to
interfere to his advantage. The dukes of Burgundy were a younger
branch of the royal Valois house of France, but, once established in
Burgundy and in Flanders, they too asserted their separatist inter-
ests and allied with the English for economic and political reasons.

But the tide did not all run in this direction. In the reign of
Charles VI (1422-61) occurred a remarkable manifestation of
French patriotism. Joan of Arc so fired the soldiers with love for
their fatherland that she was able to seize Orleans in 1429. Disasters
dogged the English and their Burgundian allies until finally at the
battle of Castillon in 1453 Bordeaux, the last remnant- of English
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authority in southern France, was lost. The monarchy shook off its
stupor and developed a royal army which had none of the drawbacks
of feudal levies. In 1445 a force of cavalry was instituted, called
the gens d'ordonnance. Three years later a similar force of infantry
was organized, the francs tireurs. An effort was made to provide
them with the best engineering aids of the day and with the newly
perfected artillery. All this manifestation of patriotism and royal
strength and a very impressive list of victories had its bearing on
the relations of crown and church. In 1438 the Pragmatic Sanc-
tion of Bourges was accepted in a synodal meeting of the French
clergy. It st forth the rights of the church in France or, as they
were called, the Gallican liberties, and dated that the church was
to be freed from excessve interference by the pope. Thus the
crown was enabled to assert its influence in episcopal and abbatial
appointments and in many other, matters.

The French people recovered rapidly after the expulsion of the
English. Gains made by Charles V I | were continued by Louis XI
(1461-83). He suppressed feudal aspirations in the War of the Pub-
lic Weal (1465), sought to destroy the ambitious dukes of Bur-
gundy, and effectively supported the economic interests of the towns.
The peace which now came to France enabled that rich country by
the opening of the sixteenth century to stand forth as an equal
among competitors. Louis policy was continued by his able daughter
Anne of Beaujeu who became regent during the tender years of her
brother Charles VIII.

The economic and social organization of France at the close of the
Middle Ages was such that she might well be envied by neighbors.
She had a relatively large population of about sixteen millions.
Industrial progress, however, remained dight and the land was de-
pendent on foreign manufactures for articles of luxury. Better
cloths and jewelry were imported from Flemish and Italian work-
shops, and spices came from the Orient. On the other hand, great
guantities of grain and wine were produced, the export of which
enabled the country to buy finer foreign products. Salt was an
important article of trade with the Low Countries and the Hanseatic
area. Metals had to be imported from Italy, Spain, and Germany.

This economic sdf-sufficiency and the growing power of the crown
made French participation in European affairs peculiarly effective.
The peasantry were little inclined to seek service in the army but
preferred to continue in the profitable tillage of the soil. A powerful
infantry was therefore impossble. On the other hand, the large
number of younger members of noble houses had practically no
patrimony and were eager to serve in war. The French army accord-
ingly possessed the best heavy cavalry of Europe. The lighter cavalry
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was insignificant. The resources of the crown were such that it
could afford to develop a superior artillery and command the best
skill in constructing fortresses and defending them. The navy, how-
ever, was not strong. The country was so sdf-sufficient economically
that it had little shipping. These facts greatly influenced the course
of events during the feigns of Charles VII1 (1483-98), Louis X1 |
(1498-1515), and Francis | (1515-47).

Switzerland was a confederation of dates in the Alps. The com-
munities of Uri, Schwyz, and Unterwalden had formed a union for
defense in 1291. This alliance became permanent in 1315 in spite of
resistance from Hapsburg rulers. Fifteen urban and rural communi-
ties joined this nucleus during the next two centuries, from Lucerne
in 1332 to Geneva in 1526 and Vaud in 1536. Each canton managed
its internal affairs; the diet of the confederation to which each sent
representatives took care of questions touching all the cantons. The
confederation of sates was in theory but a league of communities
owing obedience to the emperor of the Holy Roman Empire, but
such was the weakness of the imperial crown that the Swiss paid
little attention to it.

The mountainous character of the country made husbandry difficult.
Only in the little valleys of its mountain-fed streams was a limited
tillage possble. In the north, from Geneva to Basel, there was con-
sderable agriculture. The peasantry was a hardy and thrifty lot,
resourceful in gaining a living under difficult conditions. Geneva at
the foot of Lake Geneva, Berne on the route northward from Milan
and the St. Gothard Pass, Basd on the Rhine, and Zurich were
thriving commercial centers. Other towns were of strictly local im-
portance. The total population did not exceed half a million, and
even this figure meant actual overpopulation. Cereals were not pro-
duced except in the north. A life of sorry poverty was the result.
There were no manufactures to be exported, and luxuries had to be
brought from afar. It was possble to pay for them in only two ways:
by sending mercenaries to serve in the armies of great princes like the
king of France, or by accepting subventions from them as the price
of alliance. The hardy mountaineers made good infantry, highly
esteemed at the cdose of the Middle Ages before the Spanish infantry
aurpassed them. Swiss soldiers were well versed in tactics which
won them many a victory. Thus Switzerland was peculiarly exposed
to external influences.

England played an interesting part among the dsates of Europe.
It had developed a high degree of governmental centralization snce
the Conquest (1066). Feudalism was never victorious in England
as it was in France at the height of the Middle Ages and in Ger-
many, at their cdose The royal courts were unquestioned; the king's
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writs when put to the test were obeyed. Baronial courts soon van-
ished from the land. Towns and landholders were represented in
Parliament. An administrative system was perfected which greatly
strengthened the royal power. It was no exaggeration, therefore,
when Richard I (1377-99) declared that he was an emperor in his
own realm, superior to all within and without.

The crown had reduced the Celtic population of Wales during the
reign of Edward | (1272-1307) and had incorporated it in the Eng-
lish county system. But the case of Celtic Ireland was different,
for the superiority of English feudal levies over the native Irish
availed them naught. In Wales they had been able to show their
superiority when fighting on level ground, but they could not drive
the Welsh from their hilly fastnesses. In Ireland the boggy nature of
the country made it impossible to profit from superior methods
and equipment. Only around Dublin, in the region known as the
Pale, was English authority accepted; elsewhere Irish tribal life
continued vigorously and remained defiant toward the intruders.
The island became a favorite haunt of traitorous enemies of the
crown. This led to the policy of binding it more closely to the Eng-
lish Parliament. By Poynings' Law (1494) English parliamentary
acts were declared binding upon Ireland, and the Irish Parliament
was forbidden to make any laws without the prior consent of the
king. The tie between the two countries, however, was ldose and
Ireland remained a dissatisfied land and continued to welcome the
king's enemies.

During the earlier Middle Ages England was a backward land in
economic matters. This was due to its insular position and to the
fact that the currents of business were less active there than in the
Rhineland, Flanders, Artois, and Champagne. The magnificent ad-
vance in the well-being of Europe, however, especialy in the thir-
teenth century, greatly affected England. Towns began to grow
rapidly, trade flourished, and wealth increased; the king taxed his
subjects and filled his coffers with hard cash, the royal power grew
apace, and England stepped forth as the best-governed and most
efficiently centralized state in northern Europe.

England and Wales had a population of about three millions at
the opening of the sixteenth century; this was rapidly increasing ow-
ing to the great strides in economic activity. Besides wool, the Eng-
lish exported hides and woolfells. The quantity of grain exported
in former centuries had been very slight but was now rapidly in-
creasing. Tin and lead were produced in important quantities.
Flanders and Brabant had long been her superiors in the manufac-
ture of woolens, but after the fourteenth century England began to
make cloth from her own wool. These cloths were rapidly becoming
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an important article of commerce and a source of wealth. The
bourgeoisie, which grew rich from trading in them, steadily became
a more and more important factor in national life and was able to
make its influence felt upon the policy of the government toward
foreign lands.

The practice of enclosing open fields in order to increase sheep
pasturage forced many people from their traditional holdings. This,
however, was but a passing crisis, for the dislodged peasantry
sooner or later found employment in the towns which were growing
rapidly because of the expanding cloth industry. There was no sur-
plus population from which the crown could draw a large number
of soldiers. The royal infantry therefore was of little significance.
Neither were the newer technical advances in weapons introduced.
The longbow remained a favorite weapon, partly no doubt because
of the splendid service it had rendered at Sluis (1340), Crecy
(1346), Poitiers (1356), and Agincourt (1415). Military defenses
were of little value, save Calais, an English outpost in France which
was well fortified. A splendid naval development began during the
age of the Tudor princes whose bourgeois adherents gained royal
support for English shipping. Having lost almost all dominion on
the continent at the close of the Hundred Years' War, England
turned with redoubled energy to trade and commerce.

These social and economic changes were intimately associated
with the significant dynastic revolution of 1485. This rapid shifting
from the more typically feudal methods to the newer mercantile
ways which was definitely achieved by the Tudor sovereigns was
accompanied by an interesting social throwback. The feuda element,
which had remained warlike, maintained a great feud between the
two branches of the royal family, the Lancastrian and the Y orkist
factions; in the Wars of the Roses (1455-85) -these bitterly fought
each other. While they filled the land with dissension, the economic
life of town and country continued in its wonted manner. Henry
Tudor defeated the Yorkist Richard |11 (1483-85) at Bosworth
(1485), and therewith closed the long strife. A new age dawned
which was to raise the country to new heights of prosperity. The
feudality was discredited by its useless feuds; the future lay with
the towns and the bourgeoisie more than ever. This made the reigns
of Henry V Il (1485-1509) and Henry V I I | (1509-47) significant.
Patriotic Englishmen supported their monarchs, for they feared an
appearance of revolt after the troublous days of the Wars of the
Roses. It was no mere chance that the shift from the feudal to the
mercantile state, the growth of the navy, the increase in royal
despotism, the outburst of nationalism, and the great increase in
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material wealth should coincide with the appearance of the Tudor
dynasty.

Scotland in many respects was still a primitive land. The Low-
lands, inhabited by Anglo-Saxons, differed little from northern
England in economic development and social organization. Towns
like Perth, Dundee, and Edinburgh were of limited importance. The
nobles possessed an inordinate share of political power. They
monopolized the seats in Parliament, thus excluding the bourgeoisie
who were too weak to assert themselves. Not until the middle of
the sixteenth century were the latter able to insist upon being heard.
The nobles controlled the best posts in the church and, as they often
lived in blood feud, seriously impaired its effectiveness. The High-
lands were backward and conservative, being inhabited by Celtic
clans which practiced a tribal economy. Their chiefs, like the nobles
in the Lowlands, engaged in blood feuds and possessed great power
which the crown was forced to take into account. The crown was
hereditary, but weak. "It possessed few resources with which to build
up an army and navy. Only a small income was derived from taxa-
tion. Foreign policy was dominated by a traditional hostility to
England; for this reason the crown was allied with France.

In the Low Countries Flanders between the Schelde and the
North Sea was yielding its leadership to Brabant but for the mo-
ment it appeared the most important state. It was the wealthiest
and most densely populated area in the Low Countries. East of the
Schelde lay Brabant which was rapidly becoming the wealthiest
community of northern Europe. The princes holding this advanced
economic center possessed a peculiar military and political advantage.
The counties of Holland and Zeeland also were becoming important.
Separated from its southern neighbors by the Rhine and Meuse,
Holland occupied a strategic position in the northern Low Countries.
Zeeland was important because along its island shores the seaborne
traffic of Northern Europe had to pass.

Flanders, Brabant, and Holland were commercialy the most ad-
vanced lands in northern Europe. Nowhere ese was there such
flourishing trade and industry, so large a population, so many towns,
so much wealth, and so eager a desire for articles of luxury. The
princes who ruled the Low Countries occupied a unique place in
Europe of the Renaissance. They belonged to the great Burgundian
family which had been able to annex all Netherlandish territory ex-
cept Liege, Utrecht, and Guelders. Four princes, Philip the Bold
(d. 1404), John the Fearless (1404-19), Philip the Good (1419-67),
and Charles the Rash (1467-77), aso ruled in the duchy of Bur-
gundy and the counties of Burgundy and Charolais; these lands
were separated from their Low Country possessions by the duchy
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of Lorraine. It was the policy of Charles the Rash to unite all these
lands into a kingdom which should be independent of France and
the Empire, a dream shattered forever by his defeat and death in
the Battle of Nancy (1477).

The inopportune death of Charles brought a serious crisis in the
history of these lands. Louis XI of France seized Charolais, Artois,
and the duchy of Burgundy, and sought to annex Flanders. The
heiress M ary accepted as her hushand Maximilian (d. 1519) heir ap-
parent of the Hapsburg fortune. Thus was established the Austro-
Burgur/dian dynasty in the Low Countries. On Mary's death in 1482
Maximilian became the guardian of their son, Philip the Fair. This
youth married Joanna, daughter of Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain,
but died in 1506, whereupon Maximilian again assumed the regency,
this time in behalf of his grandson Charles, who thus inherited not
only the Low Countries, but also Spain and the Hapsburg possessions.
The control of the Low Countries enabled the Hapsburg princes to
command vast commercial and financial resources which their heredi-
tary lands in Austria did not produce, and to dominate northern
Europe in political and military matters during the late Renaissance
and the Reformation.



PART 11

CRISES IN CHURCH AND RELIGIOUS
LIFE

CHAPTER IV

THE CHURCH: |IDEALS ~ ORGANIZATION
AND  PROBLEMS

And 1 say to thee That thou art Peter; and upon this rock | will build my
church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And | will give to
thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven. And whatsoever thou shalt bind upon
earthy it shall be bound also in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on
earth, it shall be loosed also in heaven—ST. MATTHEW (King James' Version).

A Sserious crisis confronted the church during the closing Middle
Ages. How was it to meet the demands of the new social, economic,
and political order? The revival of trade and industry and the use
of coined money were supplanting ancient manorial methods. The
development of an urban and mercantile life caused society to shift
from its old agrarian basis to the new industrial and commercial foun-
dations. Secular governments' were becoming more powerful because
of these changes. Rulers jealously guarded their interests and in-

creased their power. The statecraft of Philip 1V, Edward 111, and
the Republic of Venice were typical examples of this concentration
of power.

The church, which had been established during the Roman Empire,
possessed extensive political privileges and an enormous amount of
land. It was a powerful political and economic competitor of princes.
It had elaborated a vast system of dogma and enjoyed greater sway
over the souls of men than did any other organization. To maintain
its ascendancy in spiritual matters and retain leadership in political
life was almost impossible during the closing Middle Ages. The
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church could not ignore the claims of secular life; neither could it
subject the world completely to its conceptions. Crises in religious
life were unavoidable during the Renaissance and the Reformation.
It is necessary to understand fully the nature of the church, in both
ideals and organization, if one is to explain this critical period. Let
us therefore briefly analyze this venerable institution.

According to the broadest definition, the church was the body of
the faithful who had received the teachings of Christ. It comprised
three groups: the church militant, the members living on earth; the
church suffering, those in purgatory whose punishment for forgiven
sin had not yet been discharged; and the church triumphant, those
who had been received into heavenly glory. It was a mystical com-
munity and, as far as the departed were concerned, invisible. But
among the living it was a visible institution in which the benefits of
Christ were dispensed in the sacraments. So significant was the func-
tion of its priests in the eyes of the people, however, that to them
the hierarchy constituted the church.

It was universally held that the church was of divine foundation.
Christ was its head and king. He had delegated His authority in the
church militant to a vicegerent. This was the apostle St. Peter, who
thus received what was figuratively called the power of the keys
which included the right to bind and to loose. Out of this teaching
came the belief in the primacy of St. Peter and his successors, the
popes or bishops of Rome. This basic dogma was an outstanding
feature of the Latin Church of the West and distinguished it from
the Greek Orthodox Church of the East. The pope was the visible
earthly head of the visible hierarchy whom all were required to obey.
To deny this primacy was the gravest heresy.

At the bottom of the hierarchy stood the priest whose sphere of
activity was the parish. This was the smallest unit in the organization
of the church and embraced a varying number of souls. In some
rural parishes there was often but a handful. Membership of larger
parishes in the towns might reach into the hundreds and even thou-
sands. The parish church was a hallowed spot dedicated to divine
services by the bishop. It became the center of parish life to such an
extent that even secular activities took place in or near its sacred
precincts. Fairs, markets, festivals, and political meetings were fre-
quently held there. The candidate for a parish living* was usually
presented to the bishop by the lord of the manor or the person who
had secured the right of such presentation. The bishop thereupon
appointed him. Parish priests were charged with the celebration of
the sacraments except confirmation and holy orders. They aso minis-

'An  ecclesagtical post, supported by some endowment, was called a living
or a benefice The holders were known as rectors, vicars, or curates.
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tered to the religious life of the parish, enforced canonical discipline,
carried out synodal and episcopal decrees, and looked after the
material needs of the parish.

Above the parish priest stood the bishop. His authority extended
over a diocese which comprised a large number of parishes. Dioceses
varied greatly in size. In the Mediterranean area they were small
but in the north they were much larger. The center of the bishop's
activity was the cathedral church, often distinguished for its size and
sumptuous decoration. To the bishop was reserved the celebration
of the sacraments of confirmation and holy orders. He was required
to visit the parishes of his diocese in order to confirm the youth and
others in the faith. It was his task to examine candidates for the
priesthood and to ordain them. He convoked synods to discuss re-
ligious matters and issued disciplinary commands. Besides, he was
required to administer the properties of the church, a task which
consumed much energy. In this as well as in his more spiritual
labors he was assisted by the clergy attached to the cathedral, or
the cathedral chapter. The insignia of his office were the ring worn
on the fourth finger of the right hand to symbolize the union of the
church whose agent he was with the mystical body of Christ, the
crozier or staff which reminded the flock of their spiritual shepherd,
and the miter which signified that he acted for Christ the King. In
his relations with the parish clergy he was represented by an arch-
deacon who was charged with certain judicial authority and inducted
priests into office.

The cathedral chapter was an important element in the religious,
intellectual, and political life of the diocese. Chief of the canons was
the dean, outside of England usually called provost. He had charge
of the cathedral canons and was elected by them. Often there was a
subdean. Next in rank was the cantor, charged with the work of the
dean in case of his dsence and with the supervision of music and
reading from Scripture and other sacred writings. A chancellor, or
scholasticus, appointed the teachers and supervised the schools of
the diocese, especially the one maintained by the cathedral chapter.
There were dso a treasurer, a sacristan, and other officers. The
number of canons varied greatly; in many dioceses there were more
than fifty. One of their duties was to elect the bishop and assist him
as an advisory council or curia.

Several dioceses formed a province, at the head of which stood an
archbishop or metropolitan. He was a bishop in his own see, which
was commonly called the archdiocese. The other bishops of his
province were called suffragans (i.e., assistants). Like all bishops,
the archbishop was assisted by the clergy of his cathedral who
supervised the affairs of the diocese. Relations between canons and
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suffragans varied considerably among the provinces. The suffragans
usually elected the archbishop, who was required to take specia
interest in the spiritual affairs of the province and to that end
convoked synods. The distinguishing insignia of his office were the
episcopal miter, ring, and staff, and the pallium made of wool by
the nuns of St. Agries of Rome and bestowed by the bishop of Rome.

At the head of the hierarchy stood the pope. As successor of
Peter to whom was delegated supreme authority in faith and morals,
he stood above.all bishops. Yet in theory they were his equals. In
point of rank he was but bishop of Rome. He was judge in his own
diocese, but he claimed and successfully sustained the right to receive
appeals from all episcopal courts. Most cases in the courts Christian
might be called before his tribunal. Like other bishops, he had a
council, or consistory, the College of Cardinals.? It was constituted
of the clergy of certain churches of Rome and its environs. With
the pope the cardinals composed the Roman curia or, as it is often
called, the papacy. Upon the pope's demise the cardinals took over
the papal duties and prepared for a conclave in which they elected a
successor. As supreme head of the church, the pope might call
councils to consider questions of dogma, morals, and ecclesiastical
government.

The clerical hierarchy described in the preceding paragraphs con-
stituted the secular clergy, so called from the fact that they lived
in the world (seculum) and had not withdrawn therefrom into a
monastic cloister. The regular clergy lived under a rule (regula)
designed to promote the ascetic life. Such groups of religious were
common. Chief of them were the Benedictines whose houses literally
dotted the land. Many of their monasteries had been reformed in
the tenth and eleventh centuries by the zeal of the monks of Cluny
and organized into a more closely knit congregation under the con-
trol of the abbot of Cluny. Daughter houses were headed by priors
and were subject to inspection by the abbot. Another order was that
of the Cistercians, organized in protest against the laxity of the
Benedictines. In imitation of the Cluniac houses they formed a
federation and held annual chapters which, however, became in-
termittent after 1411. Statutes made in these meetings were binding
on all houses. The houses were to be visited once a year by their
superiors. The Carthusians possessed a similar organization.

Canons of cathedral chapters and priests of collegiate churches
often lived according to a rule. This habit dated back to the early
days of the church and was popularly thought to have been insti-

2 For the College of Cardinals, the functions of cardinals, and the manner of
holding conclaves, s Catholic Encyclopedia, vol. iii, pp. 333-341, and vol. iv,
pp. 192-195.
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tuted by St. Augustine who died in 430. Reform of capitular life
was often felt to be necessary, and, indeed, a measure of conventual
life for secular priests frequently proved beneficial. The rule of St.
Augustine, as it was called, became popular. Priests who accepted
this rule were called Canons Regular. At least thirty such congrega-
tions came into existence. Chief of them was the Premonstratensian
or Norbertine order. It possessed a general chapter and was subject
to an abbot under whom there were priors in the provinces. The
Augustinians had a similar organization. Other congregations of the
Canons Regular were the St. Victor and the Lateran Canons. Fran-
ciscan and Dominican friars adopted the Augustinian rule with
modifications. Each had a superior under immediate authority of
the pope, a general chapter, priors over each province, and annual
chapters of the houses. There were aso a number of military orders,
of which the best known were the Knights of St. John, or Hos-
pitallers, organized to care for the sick on crusade or pilgrimage;*
and the Teutonic Knights, occupied in warring against the heathen
of Prussia and Livonia.

To conduct religious services and to celebrate the sacraments
were the chief functions of the clergy. The sacraments, seven in
number, were visible and tangible symbols and channels of an inner
grace. Normally only the clergy could administer them, and when
the recipient was in the right disposition they were efficacious regard-
lees of the priests character. Baptism washed away the guilt of
sin (original sin) of which man's first parents were guilty when
they disobeyed God. This rite occurred soon after birth. Next came
confirmation after a period of instruction, which marked the can-
didate's full admission into the church. Penance was important.
Truly contrite penitents were required to confess their sins, where-
upon the priest would absolve them from the guilt acquired by
their sins and assess proper satisfactions of penalties. The Holy
Eucharist occupied a central position in the religious life of Chris-
tians. In it the body and blood of Christ were received under the
accidents of bread and wine. This substantial change of the bread
and wine into the body and blood of Christ in such manner that the
accidents remained unchanged is the famous doctrine of transub-
stantiation.® This sacrificial act, or mass as it was called, assumed
vast importance in the life of the Middle Ages, but a long study
would be necessary to elucidate it fully. Extreme unction gave com-

% The New Catholic Dictionary (New York, 1929), p. 812, states "In the
sacrament of the Holy Eucharist after the consecration of the bread and wine
our Lord Jews Christ, True God and True Man is truly, really, substantially,
and abidingly contained under the spedes of these sengsble things, i.e, bread
and wine."
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fort of soul to the dying. Matrimony also was a sacrament. Holy
orders conferred upon a candidate for the priesthood the indélible
character of a priest.

It is difficult in this modern age to form an adequate idea of the
power and social efficacy of the church. Founded by Christ and
presided over by His vicar, the bishop of Rome who held the keys
of heaven, it possessad greater power than any other institution.
Through its sacramental sysem it sought to mold the conscience
of the faithful. It laid down precepts to guide social relations. A
Christian conception of marriage and family life came into existence.
A doctrine of economic reationships known as, the canonists theory
of economics was created, for economic activity was regarded as a
branch of theological ethics and was to be guided by theologians. A
complete doctrine of political relationship was developed. All power
came from God; it was taught that God had vested supreme ecclesias
tical authority in St. Peter and his successors, the bishops of Rome.
All men were to be subject to the pope in order to win salvation.

God had also established secular power to restrain man's wicked
passons and to direct and control civil society. As head of this
power He had appointed the emperor of whom, according to feudal
conceptions, princes held territories in fee. Sacred and secular au-
thority were supreme in their respective fields, but in all moral and
religious matters the latter was to be guided by the church. The
practice of granting indulgences illustrates the far-reaching influence
of religion. An indulgence was the remission of part or all of the
penalty incurred after guilt for a mortal sin had been forgiven and
was to be expiated in this world or in the next. These penalties or
fines, as they were imposed by the church, took the form of good
works such as building hospitals, almshouses, churches, and schools,
defending the Holy Land againg the infidel, doing charitable works,
and constructing buildings, roads, bridges, dams, and other objects
of social utility. Indulgences were popular during the last centuries
of the Middle Ages and were a noble force for good in spite of
abuses*

The calendar used during these centuries shows the far-reaching
influence of religion. In France and some other lands the new year
began with Easter. This was a cumbersome method of calculation,
but it ssemed natural to a religious age that the new year should
begin with the feast of the Resurrection, the central theme in the
story of redemption. It would have been simpler to make the first
day of January the beginning of the nenv* year as was done in the
papal chancery. Since the day on which Easter fell varied as much

* Indulgences and the treasury of merits will be described in chap, xxxiii.
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as twenty-eight days in March and April, confuson was inevitable.
In England the new year began on the feast of the Annunciation,
March 25, and in some other lands on Christmas day. It was usual
throughout Christendom to date events by the feast days of saints.
The feasts of St. James and St. Philip (June 1), St. John the
Baptist (June 24), St. Peter in Chains (August 1), St. Martin (No-
vember 11), and St. Stephen (December 26) were a few of the more
popular. There were also a number of feast days associated with
the life of the Virgin Mary, such as Candlemas (February 2),
Annunciation (March 25), Assumption (August 15), and Birth
(September 8). These were fixed days and were easy to use in spite
of the fact that there was an excessve number of them.

The movable feast days were more difficult to calculate because
they varied according to the day on which Easter fell. Counting
backward from Easter the first nine Sundays were named as follows:
Palm Sunday, Passon Sunday, Fourth, Third, Second, and First
Sunday in Lent, Quinquagesima, Sexagesima, and Septuagesma.
The first Sunday after Easter was Quasmodo Sunday, which was
followed by the Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Sunday
after Easter, Pentecost, Trinity Sunday, Second and Third Sunday
after Pentecodt, until the Twenty-third or Twenty-seventh Sunday
came, depending upon the date on which Easter occurred. The Remain-
ing Sundays were not designated with reference to Easter. The forty
days before Easter, beginning with Ash Wednesday and not includ-
ing the Sundays, congtituted the season of Lent. It is apparent that
most events could be dated according to some movable or fixed fes
tival or some saint's day.

The clergy posesed extensive powers to enforce their teachings
upon the community. Disobedient persons were excommunicated
and thrust out of the fold. An excommunicated person could have
no religious, social, political, or economic relations with the faithful.
He became an outcast, at least in the earlier Middle Ages when this
sentence was far more generally heeded than it was later. Excom-
munication was dreaded by rulers because feudal ties established
by homage and fealty were dissolved the moment that oaths were
relaxed. A disobedient country might be placed under the interdict.
All religious services save baptism and the last sacraments would
then be suspended. Even burial in consecrated ground was forbidden.
Bishops in earlier days had been charged with the task of purging
the church of heresy, but such was the prevalence of subversive
religious doctrine, especially in the case of the Albigensians, that they
could not carry out this task. Accordingly a special tribunal, the
Inquisition, was created, charged with investigating
The methods of this court were severe, even
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every device of torture used in the secular courts of the day. As
clergymen were forbidden by canon law to shed blood, their sen-
tences extended merely to expulsion from the church. So close,
however, was the cooperation between church and secular govern-
ment that sentence pronounced on a heretic was binding in the eyes
of princes and automatically condemned the victim to the savage
reprisals which secular law had invented for heresy. No practice of
the mediaeval church has aroused so much hostile criticism in modern
times as that of the Inquisition. But the Middle Ages as weir as
early modern times were not noted for their liberal sentiments in the
matter of heresy. Religious tolerance as understood in our day would
have appeared criminal negligence. In judging the mediaeval attitude
toward heresy one should remember that religion bound every human
relationship, and if freedom were permitted it was believed that
anarchy would result. The practical significance of the Inquisition
is to be seen in the successful extirpation of the great Albigensian
heresy in the thirteenth century.

The courts. Christian were organized to carry out the church's
conception of justice. Archdeacons, bishops, archbishops, and the
pope possessed power to try many kinds of cases. The law employed
in these courts was one of the remarkable products of the Middle
Ages, and in modern times is known as canon law, or the Corpus
Juris Canonici, as distinguished from the great Corpus Juris Civilis
bequeathed to us by Roman emperors. Its codification began in
the twelfth century with the monk Gratian who arranged precepts
drawn from Scripture, the church fathers, decrees of councils, and
pronouncements of popes about church government, many of which
contradicted each other. Hence he called hrs work the Harmony of
Conflicting Canons (Concordantia Discordantium Canonum.) Bulls
of succeeding pontiffs were collected and published in 1298 by Boni-
face VIIl (1294-1303). This collection was known as the Liber
Sextus. To these works were added the decrees of Clement V
(1305-14) in five books, known as the Constitutiones Clementine?,
and two other collections, originally not included in the body of the
decretals, the Extravagantes of John X X || (1316-34) and the Ex-
travangantes Communes.

The teachings of the church were effectively furthered by its great
pedagogical agencies. The cathedral school of Paris developed into a
famous university. Its professors set the standard of theological
study and prepared many a person in theology and philosophy.
Monastic schools fell far behind the universities in importance.
Parish schools, in which the liberal arts and the elements of religion
were taught, flourished in towns. Besides, there was the catechetical
instruction of the clergy whereby the truths of Catholic teaching
were instilled in the minds of many generations.
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Although the church was a great religious institution, it would be
an error to overlook its economic and political features. So pro-
nounced were these that one is forced to ask. whether at times the
church was not chiefly secular in character. One should never forget
that in the Middle Ages society rested on a manorial economy which
implied a small amount of money to carry on business. To support
the church it was necessary to endow it with land. This had been
done systematically by princes and subjects ever since the decline of
the Roman Empire. Parish churches possessed lands for the support
of priests. These lands had been given by landlords who retained the
right to present to the bishop persons to be appointed to these posts.
Bishops and archbishops likewise possessed much property derived
from other sources. From incomes paid by serfs established on their
lands, bishops were able to support their episcopal administration.
Monastic houses also owned vast properties. The bishop of Rome
held enormous estates called the Patrimony of St. Peter.

Churchmen possessed vast political power. With the development
of feudalism, when petty princes took into .their hands powers once
discharged by central governments, ecclesiastical princes did exactly
what lay princes did and became feudal lords. Often this step was
forced upon them by sheer circumstance. In Germany it was due to
the policy of the Saxon kings, particularly Otto | (936-973). Bishops
already rich by reason of their landed property began to administer
justice, coin money, and take an interest in military affairs. To the
sacred symbols of the episcopa office, the ring, staff, and miter, was
added one of secular power, the scepter. Abbots aso became feudal
personages. They received fealty and homage from their vassas
quite like other feudal princes. Their representatives held court for
the vassals. It was often impossible to distinguish bishop from
feudal lord.

As ruler of the States of the Church, the bishop of Rome was an
important political personage among secular princes. He directed a
secular administration, struck coins bearing his insignia, administered
justice, and maintained an army and navy. When acting in this ca
pacity, he could scarcely be distinguished from other princes. As
universal pastor of the church militant, the power of the keys gave
him vast authority which was frequently used in extreme ways. The
crowns of England and Ireland were held of him in fee in return
for a payment of seven hundred and three hundred marks sterling,
respectively. The crowns of Naples and Sicily were also held of him
and brought him eleven thousand ounces of gold. The crown of
Aragon paid two thousand marks silver for Corsica and Sardinia.
When to these powers are added the prestige of the pope's position
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as universal pastor and the pressure that he could exert upon secular
princes, it becomes apparent that the papal monarchy was truly a
great secular aswell as agreat religious institution.

The history of the church in the age of the Renaissance is a trag-
edy. The church was primarily and originally areligious institution;
but so manifold were its economic ties and political interests that its
basic character was often cast into the background. The papal mon-
archy repeatedly clashed with secular princes. Its claims had led to
interminable conflicts which destroyed the Hohenstaufen house,
thus breaking up the Holy Roman Empire. Secular concerns over-
whelmed its religious activities. By the close of the thirteenth century
new and mighty national states had come into being, the rulers of
which drew their power from the support of the bourgeoisie and
their ability to collect hard cash by way of taxation. These rulers
were hostile to all interference by the papacy; they challenged and
finally destroyed itstheocratic authority in international matters. The
first serious contest with these new powers took place during the
pontificate of Boniface V I Il (1294-1303) with Philip the Fair of
France and Edward | of England.

Philip the Fair (1285-1314) was an able and unscrupulous prince.
Although not a great warrior, he was an effective ruler. At his court
he retained men trained in Roman law who taught that a king's will
should be supreme in his realm. As feudal prince he was ambitious
to bring into his hands such great fiefs of his crown as Flanders,
Guienne, and Brittany. He was especially eager to secure Guienne,
of which the English king was duke; it was the last remnant of that
splendid empire over which Plantagenet Henry |l (1154-89) had
ruled. The unity of France and the pride of its king demanded this
possession. The long rivalry between Norman and English sailors
suddenly produced a violent outbreak in 1293. Philip accused Ed-
ward | and demanded reparation. Summoned to appear before his
peers in Paris, Edward sent his brother who unwisely surrendered
some border strongholds of Guienne into Philip's hands for a period
of forty days until Edward should make formal submission in a
personal interview. Philip at once poured large numbers of troops
into the land, clearly intending to keep it. When the forty days were
over he argued that Edward had not obeyed his summons and had
forfeited his title to the duchy.

Edward | (1272-1307) was an energetic ruler who enjoyed the
confidence of his subjects. He did much to make the will of the
crown effective, laid the basis for many reforms in administration,
and was aware of the new power in the hands of the bourgeoisie.
When he mounted the English throne he realized the danger that
lurked in Guienne and soon began to organize alliances against
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Philip 11 1 (1270-85) and Philip the Fair. He made matrimonial con-
nections with princes in the Low Countries. Commercial and indus-
trial Brabant, commercial Holland and Zeeland, and the county of
Bar were carefully cultivated. In 1274 Edward had done homage
for Guienne, but only with suppressed bitterness. A chronicler de-
scribed his relations with Philip as "the love of a cat and a dog."
When the fight between English and French mariners in the Eng-
lish Channel brought on the long-threatened war, Edward turned to
Count Guy of Flanders (1278-1305).

Flanders, as fief of the French crown, was required to support
Philip. But industrially it was dependent on English wool which
kept its weavers employed in manufacturing cloths for the markets
of Europe. Its towns possessed a large population which could be
fed only by foodstuffs imported from all parts of Europe. The
Flemings paid for these out of the profits from the manufacture of
cloth. Social antagonisms were rife in Flemish towns and greatly
influenced the course of the struggle. Count Guy was opposed by his
aristocratic townsmen because he championed the craftsmen who
were exploited by their more favored brethren. These craftsmen
violently opposed their industrial and political masters. The patricians
therefore appealed to Philip who, eager for an opportunity to inter-
fere in the county, summoned Guy before the Parlement of Paris
(1296). Meanwhile Edward perfected his alliance with the arch-
bishop of Cologne, his friends in the Low Countries, and Emperor
Adolph. Guy listened to Edward's suggestions and in December,
1296, agreed to an alliance whereby his daughter Philippa was to
become the wife of Edward, the Prince of Wales. The Scottish
crown had fallen vacant in 1290 and Edward had succeeded in estab-
lishing his claim as overlord, but the Scottish lords were gravely dis-
contented and joined Philip.

A war of such proportions demanded funds. Edward found that
his usual income, even though supplemented by grants of the Com-
mons, was far from sufficient. He forced the clergy, regular and
secular, to give large sums. Philip pursued an identical policy in
France and secured grants from his clergy in their provincial synods
held in the autumn of 1294. A few prelates protested to the pope.
In 1296 the clergy granted further subsidies and again complained
of the royal pressure. In reply to these protestatlons Boniface issued
the bull Clericis Laicos (February 24, 1296),° in which he forbade
secular princes, under pain of excommunication, to collect extraor-
dinary contributions from the clergy without authorization from the

> A papal bull is named from the openlng words of its Latin text. For the best

trandation of Clericis Laicos, ss¢ R. G. D. Laffan, Select Documents of Euro-
pean History, 800-1492 (New York, 1930) pp- 114-116.
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Holy See. The clergy were instructed not to pay such impositions
under penalty of excommunication and removal from office

Boniface was able, but rash and imperious. Trained in every point
of canon law, he was above all things a lawyer. He adopted a con-
servative view of ecclesadtical property. He could scarcdy compre
hend the great transformations of the day in social, economic, and
political life. His reply to the policy of taxation adopted by Edward |
and Philip the Fair was characterigtic. It condsted simply in i
reassertion of legal and ecclesadical rights with special vigor and
unpleasant emphasis. Inevitably it antagonized kings who believed
that they posssssad some right to tax the clergy for the defense of
their realms. The question was whether the hierarchy should insst
on its privileges and prevent the taxation of its goods by secular
princes. In other words, should the hierarchy be permitted to chal-
lenge the growth of royal power?

The answer to the popes bold assertion was prompt and decisive.
Edward outlawed the clergy who, when the bull was published in
England, refused to contribute. The clergy thought it best to redeem
their outlawry by a fine and soon all but the archbishop of Canter-
bury and the bishop of Lincoln yielded. In France a storm of anti-
papal feeling was unleashed. Philip the Fair was not the person to
be crossed, and he forthwith forbade the exportation of precious
metal. This serioudy hurt the activities of Italian bankers who were
acting as agents in transmitting payments made by people in France
to the Holy See

Boniface perceived that he had exceeded the bounds of prudetice.
But it was too late. A war of pamphlets began in which radical
satements were made about the relation of papal and royal power.
One of these, the Dialogue between a Cleric and a Knight, attacked
the immunities of the clergy, declared that lay society was superior
to that of the clergy, and held that the latter were bound for patriotic
reasons to pay a subvention for their lands to the king for the na-
tional defense. Even the clergy in France wavered. Finally Boniface
retraced his geps and in August, 1297, issued the bull Etsi de Statu,
in which he specifically recognized the right of the crown in case of
necessty to tax ecclesagtical property without papal permission. But
this was only a lull in the storm, an interlude to a more violent
outburst.

M eanwhile Boniface was confronted by a difficult problem at home.
The Colonna family hated that of the Gaetani to which Boniface be-
longed. Two of the Colonna who were cardinals opposed the pope;
they went so far as to sympathize with the Spiritual Franciscans and
denounced Boniface in May, 1297. They were deposed, whereupon
other members'of the Colonna group took up arms. These cardinals
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and the famous Sciarra Colonna were excommunicated and a crusade
was preached against them. Their estates were seized and the rebels
were forced to submit. Boniface ordered the destruction of Paes
trina, their ancestral home, an order which was carried out to the
letter. The wrath of the fiery and ill-counseled pope is explicable,
for the Colonna had appealed to a council of the church in protest
against Boniface's treatment of Pope Celestine V who had resigned
and had died in confinement in May, 1296.

Boniface was soon involved in another quarrel. Bishop Bernard
Saisset of Pamiers was seized in Paris and accused of treasonable
negotiations with Philip's enemies. He was placed under the custody
of his superior, the archbishop of Narbonne, and the documents
setting forth the basis of the royal action were sent to Rome. The
irascible pope broke into violent language against Philip for thus
proceeding against a religious person. His bull Salvator Mundi of
December, 1301, rebuked Philip and revoked all concessions made
to him since the issuance of the bull Clericis Laicos. Then followed
Ausculta Fill in which he complained against Philip's conduct in the
purely temporal affairs of his government. An avalanche of pamphlets
appeared in which a Norman lawyer named Pierre Dubois assumed
a prominent place. Philip knew that when it became necessary he
cduld appeal to the townsmen in his struggle with the papacy. He
summoned the clergy, nobility, and bourgeocisie who met at Paris
in April, 1302. The issue was clearly drawn. Philip was supported by
the growing nationalist sentiment among the bourgeocisie who dis-
liked interference by any external power, especially the papacy. The
king's agent, Pierre Flotte, harangued the gathering with much heat
and violence. False papal bulls were produced and insulting letters
were written to the Holy See protesting against the pope's
pretensions.

The contest of Philip with Edward and the Flemings had in the
meantime passed through various vicissitudes. Edward's Flemish cam-
paign (1297) accomplished nothing and in 1298 a truce was made be-
tween him and Philip. Their disputes were left to the arbitration of
Boniface who decreed that Edward should marry Philip's sister, and
his son Edward, the Prince of Wales, now was betrothed to Philip's
daughter Isabella. The Treaty of Montreuil (June, 1298) abandoned
the Flemings to Philip's vengeance. The French king speedily con-
qguered Flanders, Count Guy was thrown into prison, and his fiefs
were declared forfeited to the crown. But the craftsm