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PREFACE

WAR-TIME conditions have again brought about some changes in
the personnel of the contributors to The Year’s Work. Mr. G. N.
Garmonsway has for three years furnished the chapter on ‘Old
English’. The increasing pressure of Government work has now
obliged him to discontinue this valuable service. In these circum-
stances the .Association is deeply indebted to Miss Dorothy
Whitelock for undertaking for this Volume the ‘Old English’
chapter in addition to the chapter on ‘English Language : General
Works’ which she contributed to the two preceding volumes.

Professor Allardyce Nicoll is still engaged on Government duties
in Washington, and the Association is under a special obligation to
his colleague at Yale, Professor Tucker Brooke, for again supply-
ing the chapter on ‘Shakespeare’. This Anglo-American co-opera-
tion in The Year’s Work is particularly welcome at the present
time. :

Last year we were much indebted to Professor L. C. Martin
for undertaking both chapters in ‘The Elizabethan Period : Poetry
and Prose’. In this volume we are obliged to his colleague in the
Univérsity of Liverpool, Dr. D. J. Gordon, for contributing the
chapter on the ‘Later Tudor Period’. }

Mr. Southgate of the British Museum, to whom our thanks are
due for furnishing since Volume XIX the ‘Bibliographia’ chapter,
is now engaged in war service. The Association has been fortunate
in enlisting for this chapter the co-operation of Mr. Strickland
Gibson, Sub-Librarian of the Bodleian and Keeper of the Univer-
sity of Oxford Archives.

To facilitate reference the Index of Authors and Titles is
followed by an Index of Selected Subjects.

To avoid delay in publication, due recently to war-time condi-
tions, a change has been necessary in the arrangements for the
printing of The Year’s Work. This accounts for a difference in type
and a slight increase in the content of the page in this Volume.

F.S.B.
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I

LITERARY HISTORY AND' CRITICISM:
GENERAL WORKS

By UNA ELLIS-FERMOR

WoORKS which can strictly be called general (concerning themselves,
that is to say, with criticism and aesthetics rather than with his-
torical surveying) have not decreased this year, and this because
of a notable accession of volumes from America. Three at least
of these are devoted to the nature and central purposes of criticism
or the relation of poetry and reality, while two more touch the
borders of this theme or mix general essays with others more
specific.

The Intent of the Critict is a collection of essays by various
authors. But it achieves nevertheless homogeneity from the com-
mon theme to which all are contributing, the careful organization
of the material and Donald A. Stauffer’s introduction which indi-
cates and emphasizes the relations of the parts to each other. The
critic’s nature and function is discussed from four different points
of view: Edmund Wilson studying the interpretation of literature
in its ‘social, economic, and political aspects’, Norman Foerster
the relations of aesthetic and ethical judgment, J. C. Ransom the
speculative element in criticism and W. H. Auden the function of
criticism in a mass society. None of these essays can be taken
lightly or read casually; there is penetration in all of them, close
reasoning in some and independence of judgment in most. Though
the styles of authors as widely different as these are necessarily
individual, there is an impression of grace and limpidity of expres-
sion. When four of America’s most notable critics contribute to
one central theme in this way, the result is a notable piece of work.

The Idiom of Poetry? is a group of six lectures on theory of
poetry, all of which were, as this author remarks, ‘attempts to

1 The Intent of the Critic by Edmund Wilson, Norman Foerster, John Crowe
Ransom, W. H. Auden. Ed. by Donald A. Stauffer. Princeton U.P. and
O.U.P. pp. 147. 16s. 6d. net.

* The Idiom of Poetry, by Frederick A. Pottle. Cornell U.P. and O.U.P.
pp. xiv+139. 12s. net.



8 LITERARY HISTORY AND CRITICISM

unify the historical materials of theory of poetry by bringing to
play on them, through analogy or contrast, the general principles
of physical and linguistic science.” Here again there is independence
of thought and judgment. Being virtually lectures, these essays
have the vividness suitable to the classroom. The subjects them-
selves indicate the range of Pottle’s material: the first discusses
‘Shifts of Sensibility’, the next two “The Doctrine of Critical Rela-
tivism’ and ‘The Critic’s Responsibility’ : two follow on ‘What is
Poetry’, and ‘Pure Poetry in Theory and Practice’, and there is a
final lecture on ‘The Emergent Idiom’, illustrated mainly from the
poetry of Wordsworth.

There is a volume again this year from Fred. O. Nolte, Art and
Reality,® which has certain natural affiliations with the critical posi-
tions of his previous work on the Laokoon (see Y.W., xxii, 9). His
subject making severe demands upon the critic, there are some
passages of closely argued abstractions and acute generalizations
upon the principles with which he is concerned. This is perhaps
particularly noticeable in the chapters on ‘Nature as a Standard’
and ‘Form for Form’s sake’. His position is perhaps most nearly
summarized by a sentence from the first of these, ‘Art, to tonclude,
is not the “illusion”; it is the revelation of a higher reality.” The
author’s knowledge of and interest in the Classical and German
literatures gives, again, a characteristic direction to his criticism.

The Opinions of Oliver Allston* is a volume on the borders of
general literary criticism and of general psychological and ethno-
logical commentary, but the chapters and passages on literary
matters, subtle and acute in themselves, are rendered the more so
by being embedded in passages ar chapters concerned rather with
the development of American life and character. Comments on
American literature by the author of The Flowering of New
England cannot be passed by and the chapters here on ‘The Literary
Life’ and more especially on ‘Criticism: Theory’, ‘Criticism:
Practice’, ‘Literature To-day’, ‘What is Primary Literature?’
‘Coterie Literature’ and ‘Notes on Style’ are full of pithy comments
written (in accordance with the design of the book) mainly in the
form of apothegms, jottings, and casual notes.

® Art and Reality, by Fred. O. Nolte. Lancaster, Pa. pp. 188.
4 The Opinions of Oliver Allston, by Van Wyck Brooks. pp. 216. 12s, 64.



GENERAL WORKS 9

Edmund Wilson’s The Wound and the Bow® is not a continuous
series of studies on one themey but a collection of seven, mainly
but not entirely, on American and English novelists. Wilson’s
standards are those of the new American criticism which, though
not of immediately recent birth, has hardly yet been fully recog-.
nized in England. The first and longest of these studies makes an
independent evaluation of Dickens and includes Wilson’s inter-
pretation of the problem of The Mystery of Edwin Drood. ‘The
Kipling that Nobody Read’ is, again, a penetrating and consis-
tently argued study of the limitations of Kipling’s art and the
causes of his relative failure. Two studies of American novelists,
Edith Wharton and Ernest Hemingway, indicating the essential
originality of both, place each in turn in its own period of American
literature, and the sixth essay, a study of Joyce’s Finnegan’s Wake,
claims for it ‘the rank of a great work of literature’. The last article
on the Philoctetes gives the title to the whole volume and in some
degree links the various interpretations that have preceded.

Another collection of essays similarly linked in general purpose,
though on varying themes is Geoffrey Tillotson’s Essays in Criticism
and Research.® Like some of his American contemporaries whose
work we have just noticed, Tillotson has a clear view of the function
of criticism, particularly of that aspect which is generally known
in America as historical criticism. Differing, as is inevitable, from
both Pottle and Wilson, in certain aspects, his summary of the
service of scholarship to the understariding of the poetry of a past
age is in spirit closely akin to theirs. The only means, he considers,
of reaching this understanding of any given poem of the past ‘is by
centring on the poem a historical and critical clairvoyance, a clair-
voyance which, being partly historical, is possible only for the
scholar, but which not all scholars have been able to apply.’ This
view, which is applied with specially interesting results in the large
group of essays on various aspects of eighteenth-century poetry is
never abandoned or contradicted in any of the twenty-two studies.
This being his view, it follows.of necessity that, as the author
says, ‘Certain essays are engaged in attacking received opinions on

s The Wound and the Bow; Seven Studies in Literature, by Edmund Wilson.
Houghton Mifflin and Secker and Warburg. pp. viii +295. 15s.

° évsays in Criticism and Research, by Geoffrey Tillotson, C.U.P, pp. xxx +
215, 15s.
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literary figures and periods, in attacking opinions received as true
by the text-books and by the incurious generally.’ It is this very
attack (arising, as it does, from a basic principle firmly held) that
gives this collection its pungency.

One more volume of essays, some of which are upon general
themes and some upon specific authors, is Sir E. K. Chambers’s
A Sheaf of Studies.” The range, both in subject matter and in date
of writing is wider than in the volumes already described, and the
author himself calls it ‘gleanings from a period of fifty years’. This
sometimes serves to emphasize the life-long devotion of the writer
to the vocation of literary criticism, general or specific, as when his
early essay on ‘The Study of English Literature’ (1896) stands side
by side with the reprinting of his English Association Presidential
Address on ‘The Timelessness of Poetry’, noticed in this chapter
two years ago (Y. W., xxi, 9-10). Of the other studies in this volume,
two are on Matthew Arnold (biographical and critical), two on the
poetry of Meredith, one on Alice Meynell and two are autobio-
graphical reminiscence.

In the first volume of Daylight® Karel Brusak’s ‘The New Dra-
matic Space’ treats the problems of modern theatre design in a way
that relates them to drama, old and new. Lord Longford considers
and sums up the main trends of ‘The Irish Theatre To-day’ and
throws a good deal of light upon the development of modern Irish
drama, John Lehmann, in ‘The Heart of the Problem’, examines
the relation of contemporary fiction (especially of three representa-
tive novels) and the problems of Europe’s future civilization.

There are no general surveys or histories of literature this year,
though there are some on particular forms or aspects. The series
Britain in Pictures supplies two; British Dramatists® and English
Novelists'®, In the first of these, Graham Greene outlines the de-
velopment of the English Drama from the Middle Ages to the
present day. This is no easy task, but it is simplified by the very
brevity to which he is restricted ; a rapid survey can touch upon the

? A Sheaf of Studies, by E. K. Chambers. O.U.P. pp. vi+157. 10s.

8 Daylight; European Arts and Letters, Yesterday, To-day, To-morrow.
Vol. I. The Hogarth Press. pp. 174. 7s. 6d.

® British Dramatists, by Graham Greene. Collins. pp. 48. 4s. 6d.
10 English Novelists, by Elizabeth Bowen. Collins. pp. 48. 4s. 6d.
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most significant phases and present a proportioned outline, where
a volume permitted twice or three times as much detail would be
faced by difficulties of selection. Students of the drama will object
to his use of the term ‘Miracle’ (and still more ‘Mystery’) for the
English Bible History plays, and antiquaries will object, as mis-
leading, to his use of non-contemporary illustrations. But in spite
of slight inaccuracies, the story is told in a lively way.

The second of these volumes surveys the English novel proper
from the eighteenth century onwards, with a preliminary comment
on the ‘curious false dawn’ which preceded it. Elizabeth Bowen
then discusses the chief English novelists in turn, with a keen sense
of the quality of their workmanship and delivers some acute
judgments. George Eliot, for instance, may seem ‘opaque and
pedestrian’, but ‘as an artist she is never to be despised’. The survey
closes with the work of Virginia Woolf and E. M. Forster.

A still more specific area is surveyed in H. E. Bates’s The Modern
Short Story™ which combines the lively critical sense of a fellow-
craftsman with some serviceable surveying of a crowded and con-
fusing field. The chapters, after a retrospect covering the origins
of the short story, are concerned with its career from Gogol on-
wards. Russian, American and French work necessarily holds
pride of place in the early days ; there follows the English work of
Wells, Kipling, Katherine Mansfield, A. E. Coppard, and Law-
rence and the Irish school which, like the growing Welsh school
and the contemporary American renaissance, holds great promise
for the immediate future. The final impression left is that of the
immense diversity of form and content, the vitality and experi-
mental enterprise of the short story, especially in America, and of
the relative and regrettable neglect of this form by the reading
public in England.

A characteristic feature of the modern short story which re-
vealed itself in the later chapters of Bates’s book is the theme of
Phyllis Bentley’s study The English Regional Novel? This, as she
explains at the beginning is ‘the national novel carried to one
degree further of sub-division’, and here, in contrast to the con-

1t The Modern Short Story; A Critical Survey, by H. E. Bates. Nelson.
pp. 231. 7s. 6d.
12 The English Regional Novel, by Phyllis Bentley. Allen and Unwin. pp. 48. 2s.
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temporary achievement in short stories, England is particularly
rich. The history of the regional novel dates only from the nine-
teenth century and the author begins her succinct but penetrating
study of this subject with Charlotte Bront&, Mrs. Gaskell, Anthony
Trollope and George Eliot. Hardy and Bennett follow and then the
moderns, who have explored and delineated the characteristics of
‘almost every yard of English soil’, even to the point of becoming
themselves the subject of satire. In her classified list of novelists
arranged by county it is worth noting that very few counties
are uncelebrated and that Yorkshire alone accounts for one third
of the total number of names. Brief though her space is, she leads
up to some clear and firm general conclusions, suggesting finally
that the regional novel is representative of the essential qualities
of English culture.

A survey of a different kind from these is found in G. S. Gordon’s
Anglo-American Literary Relations,'? edited by R. W. Chapman
from the manuscripts of the Watson Lectures delivered in 1931.
The resulting volume covers a relatively long and varied period in
a brief space. It selects significant periods, episodes or aspects,
around which material can, in each lecture, be grouped. Neverthe-
less it forms a clear picture of the main streams of the two litera-
tures and the relations between them and between certain individual
writers on both sides. The emphasis is necessarily upon the Ameri-
can side, since the lectures were delivered to English audiences, and
the surveys of Colonial and post-Revolution literature serve as an
introduction to much of which many Englishmen are still ignorant.
Some notable friendships in letters are recorded, such as that of
Emerson and Carlyle, the story (not always comfortable reading)
of British authors in America, and the intricate history of British
copyright. The final lecture, ‘The Literary Hopes of America’ indi-
cates the growing individuality of contemporary (1931) American
literature and ends with a moving testimony to Walter Page.

Essays by Divers Hands'* offers us this year four papers which
contain either general criticism or surveys. In A4 Boy’s Outlook
on the Place of Poetry in the Lives of the Young, Michael Oakley

13 Anglo-American Literary Relations, by George Stuart Gordon. O.U.P.
pp- 119. 5s.

4 Transactions of the R.S.L. Vol. XIX. Ed. R. W. Chapman. O.U.P.
pp- 156. 7s. 6d.
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makes a lucid and illuminating statement on the function of poetry
as ‘the language of the soul’ and an intimation of the reality of the
spiritual universe. R. H. Mottram in Let us Persist discusses ‘some
causes and consequences of the Dissemination of Literature in
English throughout the World’. Ivor Brown describes The Difficul-
ties .of Dramatic Criticism, which arise from the relation between
drama and theatrical art. In The Soldier in Elizabethan and Later
English Drama, F. S. Boas traces the essentially similar figure of
the British soldier from the play of Shakespeare and his contem-
poraries down to his counterpart in the drama arising from the
war of 1914-18.

In a masterly article on Psycho-Analysis and Literary Criticism',
which heads the English Association’s Essays and Studies, vol. xxvii,
C. S. Lewis disentangles certain lines of thought that have of late
become dangerously confused, putting clearly before his readers
the inherent weakness in parts of the Freudian theory of literature.
He distinguishes the wish-fulfilment from disinterested imagina-
tion, pointing out that ‘both may be the starting points for works
of art’, and insisting that ‘even where a work of art originated in a
self-regarding reverie, it becomes art by ceasing to be what it was’.
He then examines the Freudian theory of symbols and protests
against the illogical assumption that the work of art, ‘the image,
as opposed to the latent thought, effects nothing at all except dis-
guise’. This he demonstrates with close reasoning and convincing
illustration, urging that we reject the Freudian theory of literature
because of what it takes from us. He concludes with an examina-
tion of Jung’s ‘doctrines of Primordial Images’, indicating that
what is needed at this point is the ‘psycho-analysis of psycho-
analysis’. Literature, in any event, remains.

In the same volume is an article on Style by W. H. D. Rouse,
which indicates briefly wherein lie the characteristic qualities of
the styles of certain masters of language and particularly of the
English language. Having this suggested the significance of manner,
the author gives a warning against confusing manner with manner-
ism and follows this by a spirited and entertaining series of illustra-
tions. Four notable stylists whose manner does sometimes thus
stray into mannerism—Gibbon, Carlyle, Macaulay, Henry James

18 In Essays and Studies, by Members of the English Association, Vol. xxvii,
collected by Nowell Charles Smith. O.U.P. pp. 75. 7s. 6d.
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—retell in turn the story of Alfred Jingle and Ponto. The analysis
of the tricks thus disclosed is brought to an end by a recommenda-
tion of the plain styles of Dryden and of Defoe.

An article on a special aspect of prosody appears in M.L.R.
(July). H. G. Atkins, in Holding Down the Trochees describes the
natural iambic tendency of English and German verse, demon-
strating, with illustrations from Hiawatha and Vitzliputzli, the
difficulty both Longfellow and Heine experienced in maintaining
trochaic measures against this tendency.

A number of anthologies have again appeared. The series
The Centuries’ Poetry gives us the volume Pope to Keats'® which
immediately precedes the already published Hood to Hardy
and is to be succeeded by Spenser to Dryden. The set of five vol-
umes should, when complete, bring a fine range of English poetry
within reach of the general reader. The compiler has endeavoured
to give that balanced picture of the poetry of an extremely varied
period in which there occur, as he reminds us, ‘pretty well half our
greatest poets’. He avoids the danger of what might be called the
method of proportional representation (allowing names such as
Pope, Burns, Blake, Wordsworth and his successors to monopolize
the space) and has found place alongside them for three or four
names which do not commonly find their way into a popular
anthology.

Lyra"" is a collection of new lyric verse with a preface by Herbert
Read, who finds in the anthology something not only new but
reconstructive, a desire ‘to know with prophetic insight the living
future’. The editors explain that many of the writers they have
chosen are, of intention, little known and that there is no attempt
to represent a school of writers, only to choose what they believe
to be good verse from the youngest generation of poets. Twenty-
five authors are included within the limits of fifty-four poems.

A. C. Ward has made a collection of passages, mainly prose,
representing ‘Endurance in its protean forms’ and taking its title,

16 The Centuries’ Poetry, compiled by Denys Kilham Roberts. Penguin
Books. pp. 8-+181. 9d.

v Lyra, an Anthology of New Lyric, ed. by Alex Comfort and Robert
Greacen. The Grey Walls Press, Billericay, Essex, pp. 71. 5s.
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Grim and Gay*® from the Prime Minister’s summary of the char-
acter of the English people. The anthology is not confined to
English writers ; out of the 102 extracts, there are twenty-one from
other sources. The range in mood and topic is from solemn pas-
sages from the Bible and Milton to Jane Austen’s Miss Bates
and.Damon Runyon’s Take it Easy. For the anthology is designed
to cover primness, gaiety and many of the intervening moods. It is
perhaps by these that the character of the English and of the
American people is distinguished, the moods where both mingle
in tragi-comedy or tragic irony. So that it is not surprising to find
a large part of this volume filled with those writers in whose works
comedy and endurance meet.

In the Jewish Pioneer Series come two anthologies of prose and
poetry’® drawn mainly from Jewish literature from the earliest
portions of the Bible to writers of the present day, but including
extracts from such writers as Hannah More, Walt Whitman,
Shelley, Byron and George Eliot which touch upon Jewish history
or thought. In both volumes are remarkable passages which are
generally unknown.

In an interesting preface to his Nature Abounding,*® E. L. Grant
Watson explains the methods, of choice and of arrangement, that
he has followed in his anthology. Of choice, in that he has attempted
‘to draw chiefly from those authors who are the most objective in
their observation’; of arrangement, in the classification under four
main headings (Earth, Air, Water, Fire) ‘which I believe still carry
some part of their ancient significance’. The result is a series of
passages, each substantial enough to give a clear impression of a
single episode or observation, drawn from the works of writers
who, for the most part, share a habit of precise, and careful
observation. There is a high proportion of fine and impressive
passages, some familiar, some less known to the common reader,
and for him the book may well serve as an introduction to the
writings of many hitherto unappreciated naturalists—professional
or amateur.

8 Grim and Gay, selected by A. C. Ward. O.U.P., pp. 320. 6s.

9 The Call of Freedom and If I Forget Thee, by Ephraim Broido. The
Hechaluz Organizations of Great Britain. pp. 79 and 80.

20 Nature Abounding, ed. by E. L. Grant Watson. Faber and Faber. pp.
350. 10s. 6d.
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Another anthology with a specific subject is L. A. G. Strong’s
English Domestic Life®!. Drawing upon nearly fifty authors ranging
in date from Richardson to Norman Collins and in tone and mood
from D. H. Lawrence to Rhoda Broughton, it builds a synthetic
picture out of a succession of self-contained scenes or episodes
arranged chronologically so that the changing customs and habits
are revealed. The author admits in this preface that the word
‘domestic’ troubled him, as the terms of their commission trouble
most anthologists who set themselves a specific subject. But ‘domes-
tic’ allows of considerable freedom and the reader is not disturbed
by the sense of this range being exceeded. The editor has, as he
says, denied himself ‘fiercely’ with certain writers such as Jane
Austen and the resulting balance seems fair ; the final impression,
after reading the volume through, being of a characteristic picture
of English life, continuous beneath its variations.

Ivor Brown’s A Word in Your Ear®?is, in fact, an anthology of
words, those, as he explains in his introduction, which have caught
his fancy. The introduction is itself an entertaining survey of the
theme touching on the historical changes in the use of words, and
certain modern and notorious aberrations in usage. His method
with the words themselves is to list them alphabetically and give
to each a paragraph indicating its virtue, noting the vicissitudes
of its fortunes, quoting apt passages in illustration. Some seventy
or eighty words are treated in this way.

% English Domestic Life During the Last Two Hundred Years; An Anthology
selected from the Novelists, by L. A. G. Strong. Allen and Unwin. pp. 251.
7s. 6d.

*2 4 Word in Your Ear, by Ivor Brown. Cape. pp. 136. 6s.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE. GENERAL WORKS
By DOROTHY WHITELOCK

THE inost striking event in English philology in 1942 was the appear-
ance of A Philological Miscellany presented to Eilert Ekwall}
containing forty-nine articles of which the vast majority relate to
English philology and early literature, as is fitting in a festschrift
to a scholar whose own contribution to these subjects has been so
weighty. The individual articles will be noticed later in connection
with other work in the same fields. It is sufficient here to call
attention to the great amount of varied and interesting matter
contained in this volume, and to note the strange effect produced
on an English reader by this collection of material from scholars
scattered  all over.a war-stricken Europe, many of them cut off
from a direct exchange of views.

A. H. Marckwardt’s Introduction to the English Language® is
admittedly a method of teaching rather than an addition to scholar-
ship. Its main innovation is that it works backward from the living
language to Old English, and aims at teaching the student ‘to
observe, classify and generalize’. It is a synthesis of the more im-
portant results of others’ investigations and is well suited to its
purpose. On some subjects, e.g. the perfect tense, the discussion is
perhaps unnecessarily indeterminate, but it is clearly not intended
that the student should be left alone with this book, which will
prove a useful accessory to the teacher.

A. G. Kennedy’s English Usage® is not a study of evidence, but
a tolerant discussion of methods and principles, intended for
teachers of English in American universities. The examination of

Y A Philological Miscellany presented to Eilert Ekwall. Part I has also
appeared as Studia Neophilologica, vol. xiv, Nos. 1—3, pp. iv+426; Part II
as vol. xv, Nos. 1—2, pp. 1—250. Uppsala : Lundequist. (Noticed further as
Ekw. Misc.)

* An Introduction to the English Language, by A. H. Marckwardt. O.U.P.
PP- xviii+347. 12s. net.

3 English Usage: A Study in Policy and Procedure, by A. G. Kennedy.
The National Council of Teachers of English: English Monograph No. 15.
New York: D. Appleton-Century Co. pp. xiii-+166.

B
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questionable usages should include ‘an investigation of the opin-
ions of authorities, a survey of good contemporary usage . . . an
inspection when possible of the historical background of the usage,
a thoughtful weighing of logical considerations, and an apprecia-
tion of esthetic considerations’. A very useful bibliography is
added.

While M. Schlauch’s The Gift of Tongues* begins on general
matters, the majority of the illustrations are drawn from English,
and a historical survey is given of this language alone, so some
mention of this book seems 1n place here. It makes no claim to be
advancing knowledge, but is planned for the educated reader with
an unprofessional interest in language. Its most novel feature is a
chapter applying linguistic knowledge to the understanding of
modern poetry, by examining the usage of Joyce, Manley Hopkins,
Auden, etc., under headings such as ‘semantic rejuvenation’,
‘punning’, ‘juxtapositions’. The work ends with a discussion of the
social aspects of language, e.g. taboos, hypercorrectness, etc. It
fulfils its purpose admirably, being clearly expressed and amusingly
illustrated, and it is more accurate than most works of its kind.
It is only occasionally, as when the Elizabethan Ais for its is called
a survival of grammatical gender, that one wishes to quarrel with
its statements.

In Sprachphilosophie und Grammatik im Spiegel englischer
Sprachbiicher des 17. und 18. Jahrhunderts (Ekw. Misc) Otto
Funke examines the general outlook on linguistics of authors who
have mainly been studied only for detailed information. He notes
the Renaissance reaction against the ‘universalism’ of the medieval
outlook. In England the formalism of Peter Ramus was parti-
cularly influential. A breach with this tradition comes in Wallis
(1653), but only in the province of sound, and the first grammar
to reveal an interest in the philosophy of language is that of Cooper
(1685), influenced by Wilkins’s Essay toward a Real Character and
a Philosophical Language. An analogous state of things appears
in the eighteenth century when the views expressed in J. Harris’s
Hermes (1751) pass into English grammer via Bishop Lowth’s 4
Short Introduction to English Grammar, where the surprisingly

¢ The Gift of Tongues, by Margaret Schlach. New York: Modern Age
Books; London: Allen and Unwin, pp. x+342. $3.50.
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modern view is expressed that ‘universal grammar’ should first
be taught in relation to the native language, not Latin.

Odium Philologicum, or a Century of Progress in English Philo-
logy (Stanford Studies in Lang. and Lit., 1941) is a lively account by
A. G. Kennedy of linguistic controversies between 1834 and 1934,
beginning with the war of the Anglo-Saxonists of Oxford and
Cambridge, and continuing, through the controversy of the lexico-
graphers Webster and Worcester, and that between purists and
supporters of usage as the only criterion of correctness, to the con-
tention on the relative merits of Southern or Northern English. It
makes amusing reading and at the same time adds a chapter to
the history of linguistic scholarship in England.

Sir William Craigie is not concerned, in Some Anomalies of
Spelling,® with whether the spelling of a word suggests its pro-
nunciation, but with its correctness ‘in respect of its origin and in
relation to other words with which it ought to agree’. He makes a
very convenient collection of anomalies, such as bale (from O.Fr.
baille) and conversely gait (from ON. gata), true (OE. tréowe)
beside pew (OFr. puye) and discusses the origin of inconsistencies
like ball beside maul and crawl, most beside oast, pace beside case,
and many others. Some anomalous forms are from Scottish
spelling, e.g. raid, fey, weird, sleuth; thane first appears in Holin-
shed and we apparently owe ghyllto Wordsworth. The statement
that / was inserted into could after the / of should had become
silent is not borne out by the available evidence. Cooper (1685)
equates could and cull’d, and early rhymes agree that the / was
sometimes pronounced. The author concludes that a reduction of
all these forms to consistency would greatly add to the number of
homographs, and attacks the widespread assumption that phonetic
spelling is the most suitable representation of every language, citing
Feroese where phonetic spelling was replaced, after some fifty
years of trial, by a system based on Icelandic.

Two articles in Language, namely On Syllabic Division in
Phonetics, by N. E. Eliason (Apr.-June), and Facts and Phonemics,
by E. Haugen and W. F. Twaddell (July-Sept.), are criticisms of

5 Some Anomalies of Spelling, by Sir W. Craigie. Society for Pure English,
Tract No. 59. O.U.P. pp. 26. 3s. 6d.
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G. L. Trager and B. Bloch, The Syllabic Phonemes of English
(Language, 1941), which owing to present conditions has not been
accessible. The first article attacks the over-simplification involved
in reducing the syllabic phonemes to six, by analysing all long
vowels and diphthongs as short vowel phonemes plus the con-
sonant phonemes [j], [w], or [h]. The second article also criticizes
this theory, but further questions the validity of the whole proce-
dure, which argues ‘inductively from a statement of the phonetic
data . .. to an interpretation in terms of linguistic structure’. Words
like law, bear are assumed to end in a consonant [h], merely to
fit the theory that examples of two vowels in succession do not
occur. Objection is taken also to the subjective judgment of vocalic
quantity and to the grouping into unitary phonemes of sound-
types of considerable dissimilarity, owing to an over-economy of
symbols.

In Syllabic Consonants in English (M.L.Q., Mar.) K. Malone
holds that the variation between a sonantal or consonantal pro-
nunciation of a liquid or nasal does not suffice to split the phoneme
into two. He considers that the semi-vowels agree with the liquids
and nasals in this respect, and recognizes three, [o] as a sonant in
fear, soda, onion, a consonant in barrier, idiot, etc.; y (to use
ordinary spelling) as a consonant in yet, boy, lawyer, a sonant in
happy ; [w] as a consonant in outward, a sonant in pillow (he re-
gards the pronunciation with [o] or [ou] as a pseudo-refinement).
He suggests that phonetic notation should be altered, to get rid of
the inconsistency of using [1] for both stressed and unstressed
vowel, and of confining [j] to the sonant, when [a] is confined to the
stressed vowel, and there is only one symbol [9] for unstressed
vowel or consonant. If [wimin] is correct, one should write
[saman].

Wilhelm Horn, in Probleme der neuenglischen Lautgeschichte
(Ekw. Misc.), doubts the explanation ‘dialect origin’ for the pro-
nunciation of everyday words like one, none. He refers to the ten-
dency to shorten the vowel in trisyllables and in monosyllables
followed by weakly stressed words, and believes that when [0]
(the stage reached by ME. { in the seventeenth century) was
shortened, the nearest short sound would be that developed from
ME. u, namely [o] at this date. Similar development may pehaps
be seen in rowlock, oven and in dialect, or earlier recorded, pro-
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nunciations of bonfire, cove, shone, etc. He suggests that don’t has
passed through [diint] to [dont], and that this [o] was lengthened
in emphatic position, hence present English [ou].

The same volume contains A Few Notes on Gill’s ‘Logonomia
Anglica’, 1619, in which Arvid Gabrielson collates the Bodleian
copy with another copy of the 1619 edition. Jiriczek attached
greater value to the second edition because in it typographical
difficulties had been surmounted, whereas the 1619 edition had to
be finished off by hand. Gabrielson argues that a comparison of
the texts does not justify a pessimistic view of the reliability of the
earlier edition.

In Elizabethan ‘che vore ye’ (M.L.N., Feb.) H. Kokeritz expands
a point in his article on Gill (see Y.W. xxii, 38), showing that this
phrase means ‘I warrant you’ and that v could replace w in southern
dialects. (See also below, p. 105.)

Some Notes on English Pronunciation about 1800 (Ekw. Misc.)
is a careful examination by A. Sturzen-Becker of 4 System of
Notation published by the American, William Pelham, in 1808. It
contains much that is of interest for the history of English in
general, not merely of American. For example, it recognizes two
sounds for oi and it distinguishes between the vowel in wall, nor
and that in ore. A peculiarity is the lengthening of [®] in certain
words, usually before 7, but in other positions also, as in bad. The
value of this work as a mirror of New England speech is vitiated
to some extent by the author’s anxiety to teach ‘good pronuncia-
tion’.

In the same festschrift, Erik Rooth’s Zur Geschichte der eng-
lischen Partizip-Prisens-Form auf ing discusses how and why OE.
-ende became -ing. Rooth thinks that both phonological and func-
tional coalescence contributed to the development. He accepts the
view of van Langenhove and Mossé that both nd and ng were in
some circumstances weakened to n, and holds that in W. Gmc.
andia and angia the nasal group was spoken with a varying degree
of palatal colouring, and that by palatalization and assimilation
both nd and ng arrive at a palatal », thus leading to confusion with
the inflected infinitive. In Southern English the following palatal
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consonant raised the e of -ende to i, making possible a confusion
with the verbal abstract in ing. Functional similarities between the
verbal abstract and the inflected infinitive drew the former more
and more into the verb sphere, and in Southern English up to
about 1200 the inflected infinitive often agreed in function with the
present participle. Finally between about 1200 and 1300 the
(according to Rooth) hypercorrect form ing(e) ousted -inde in
Southern dialects, spreading later into the Midlands.

Another article in this volume, G. Langenfelt’s The Hypocoristic
English Suffix -s, disagrees with Sundén’s opinion that -s in pet-
names has arisen from Christian names used in the genitive as
surnames. This could only happen if this -s had lost its meaning.
Langenfelt notes that many surnames have an -s which is not
genitive, and he also lists nick-names of the boots, lazybones type,
the latter recorded as early as 1593. He concludes that the -s in pet-
names has spread from its use in such words, where it was originally
a plural mark. ‘

Two other contributions to the volume are devoted to the syntax
of English auxiliary verbs. C. A. Bodelsen, The System Governing
the Use of the Futuric Shall and Will, uses Jespersen’s method, but
brings in also the Saussurian concept of ‘value’. In Modern English,
futurity may be regarded under three ‘angles’, pure future (A),
certainty of fulfilment (B), volition-coloured future (C), and, as
there are only two auxiliaries, coalescencies between two of these
shades of meaning may develop. He examines each person separ-
ately, both in statements and questions. He has an interesting dis-
cussion of why will in such phrases as ‘There will be no retiring’
can convey a stronger sense of inevitability than shell, and he
examines the anomalies that arise in dependent clauses. He does
not, however, discuss the situation when the subject is compound
and of different persons.

A. Kihlbom’s The Use of ‘Should’ plus Infinitive in Subordinate
Clauses of Time has a more limited subject. Is the difference be-
tween the simple forms and this periphrastic use of shall or should
stylistic only? The author shows that in some instances, as
‘Bertram was ready to help Norah when she should need his
help’, there is a vague condition expressed, but often this implica-
tion is lacking, as in ‘He sat down to wait till the doctor should
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come down’. Yet even here the usage is more than stylistic, for it
is a means of keeping attention focused on the time-phase indi-
cated in the main clause by forcing us to see the action of the
subordinate clause in a future perspective.

G. Noyes has added two articles to her previous work on early
English dictionaries. In Edward Cocker and Cocker’s English Dic-
tionary (N. & Q., May 30) she shows that this dictionary was a
booksellers’ compilation utilizing the names of Cocker and Haw-
kins, and drawing material from Skinner, Edward Phillips, Elisha
Cole, etc.; and in John Dunton’s Ladies Dictionary, 1694 (P.Q.
April), she styles this work an encyclopzdia, rather than a dic-
tionary, and shows that it is a patchwork of second-hand
material.

St. Vincent Troubridge has continued his Notes on the Oxford
English Dictionary (N. & Q., Feb. 7, Mar. 7 and in most of the
numbers between April 4 and Nov. 21). They consist of various
ante- and post-datings, and of collocations like comic relief, inci-
dental music, not noted as such in O.E.D. The expression storm in
a teacup is put back from 1872 to 1754, and pull your socks up from
1924 to 1893.

A Dictionary of Words and Idioms Associated with Judas Iscariot
by W. D. Hand, draws its material from many, mainly Germanic,
languages. One can therefore see what conceptions are widespread,
what confined to certain localities. As one would expect, Judas kiss
is common to many languages, but the term Judas ear refers to
different things in individual languages. Most terms have the ex-
pected connection with betrayal, but a few such as Judas candle
come from old ritual, while Judas colour is from medieval legend.
The book gives an impression that German is more prolific in these
expressions than English, but this is doubtless because compounds
like Judasmantel are recorded in .dictionaries when collocations
such as ‘The cloak of Judas’ are not. English seems to have coined
no verb like German judassen, nor abstract noun like French
Judasserie.

® A Dictionary of Words and Idioms Associated with Judas Iscariot, by

W. D. Hand. Berkeley and Los Angeles : Univ. of California Press. pp. vi+57.
75 cents.
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W. H. Davis in Familiar Figurative English Expressions (Stanford
Studies in Lang. and Lit. 1941) divides figurative expressions into
various categories such as terms derived from the human body,
terms relating to the past history of the race (though in England,
if not in America, kettles and pans can still be black), terms em-
bodying lost references. Who, for example, was Jack Robinson?
It is amusing reading—which is perhaps all that was intended—
and makes no reference to authorities. It is surely incorrect to
connect peter out with the saint.

The Language of Satirized Characters in ‘ Poétaster’” is an original
work on vocabulary in which A. H. King tries to ascertain what
can be learnt about what American linguists would call ‘the speech-
levels’ of Jonson’s day. For the present day, we can base a study
of the social formation of, and fashions in, language on living
speech ; for the past, our only evidence for the speech of the classes
who leave no written record is its rendering in literature. The
author chooses Poétaster, with comparative material from other
plays, as supplying a particularly good measure of evidence, and
examines with minute care the expressions placed in the mouths
of characters satirized for affectations, mannerisms, vulgarisms,
etc., comparing them with a norm obtained by a study of the
language of serious characters. Much that is significant for the
student of literature as well as of language emerges from this
scrutiny, and this aspect is considered below in Chapter viii,
pp. 128-30.

King similarly deepens our understanding of Elizabethan voca-
bulary in Some Notes on Ambiguity in ‘Henry 1V, Part I’ (Ekw.
Misc.), where he discusses not only the more obvious quibbles like
pray in ‘watch to-night, pray to-morrow’, but other types of am-
biguity as well, as, for example, those where concrete and abstract
senses co-exist, or play is made on pejorative and non-pejorative
senses. He ends with a section on ‘free association’, which differs
from the other types of association discussed in that it may be sub-
conscious and unintentional on the part of the poet.

Pierre Legouis’s contribution to this miscellany, Some Lexico-
logical Notes and Queries on Donne’s Satires, is noticed below in

" The Language of Satirized Characters in ‘Poétaster’; A Socio-Stylistic
Analysis 1597-1602, by A. H. King. Lund: Gleerup ; London : Williams and
Norgate; Copenhagen: Munksgaard. 1941. pp. xxxiv+258. -
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chap. x, p. 153, and deals with usages that are misdated or inade-
quately explained in the O.E.D.

Brief studies on individual words include ME. aubel and ebbl
and Shakespeare’s ‘night-rule’ and cyme noticed on pp. 105 and
106; Curmudgeon ‘miser’ (J.E.G.P. April), by L. Spitzer, which
derives this word from OFr. chamorge ‘glandered (horse)’, with
a semantic development ‘dribbling’, ‘intermittent’, ‘niggardly’;
and Engl. ‘occasior’, spétlat. ‘occasio’ in kausaler Bedeutung (Ekw.
Misc.), by E. Lofstedt, tracing the English use of occasion as
‘cause’, ‘reason’, first instanced in O.E.D. in 1382, to late Latin
authors and to the Vulgate. The first recorded English use corre-
sponds to occasio in the Vulgate.

W. Kurrelmeyer’s article, The Etymology of Dragoon (P.M.L.A.,
June), is a longer study. After a discussion of previous views and
a minute search for early examples in various languages, with an
investigation into the function of the troops who bore the name,
he relates the word to German Drache ‘a cock’, which could be-
come French dragon and be applied to a cavalry pistol discharged
by a dragon, and then by transference to the soldier who was
armed with it.

K. Malone’s Observations on the Word ‘Standard’ (Amer. Sp.,
Dec.) gives a short semantic history of the development of this
word from a flag, etc., to a symbol of authority, an exemplar of
weight or measure, a norm, a particular degree of excellence, and,
as in ‘Standard English’, an ordinary, customary level.

Volume xviii of the English Place-Name Society® appeared this
year, and is devoted to Middlesex, the original plan of including
the City of London having been abandoned in war conditions. It
does not fall below the standard of scholarship set by previous
volumes, and it is not the editors’ fault if this county has yielded
comparatively little of interest. The most striking discovery is the
location of the Cleighangra of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, which
allows a more coherent account to be given of Edmund Ironside’s
campaigns. There is also a Grendeles gatan, now Barnet Gate,
formerly Grinsgate, and the obscure OE. etsteall of Waldere and
Guthlac probably occurs in the name Astlam, though this has not

® The Place-Names of Middlesex apart from the City of London, by J. E. B.
Gover, Allen Mawer and F. M. Stenton, with the collaboration of S. J.
Madge. C.U.P. pp. xxxiv+237. 18s.
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yet brought us nearer to its solution. The volume gives an unusual
amount of space to street-names, for it includes the City of West-
minster. These record many half-forgotten events. Among minor
names occurs Boiland, adding a thirteenth-century example to
known instances of this first element, whose identity with the com-
mon noun ‘boy’ is doubted by Dobson (see Y.W., xxii, 30). The
chief entries of interest to lexicographers are noted in an index, but
one or two others, e.g. dossere (p.202) and hopping (p. 127) could
be added.

Some extinct Fenland Rivers (Ekw. Misc.), by P. H. Reaney, deals
more fully with former courses of the Ouse and Nene than the
same author’s later work, the Place-Names of Cambridgeshire, but
all the more important linguistic matter is repeated there. In this
article, the meaning of the word roddon, surviving in Rodham
Farm, etc., is discussed at length. Moreover the author differs
from Ekwall, English River-Names, in taking Wysem(o)uth(e) to be
the confluence of the Ouse and Nene, not of the Wissey and the
main stream. His view leaves it open for us to believe, if we wish,
that the Wusan of the Chronicle 905 is the Ouse, not the Wissey.

W. J. Arkell’s Place-Names and Topography in the Upper Thames
Country: A Regional Essay (Oxoniensia) suggests some interpreta-
tions based on close knowledge of topography. He confirms
Ekwall’s suggestion that OE. si@p means ‘slipway’. His most im-
portant observation is that numerous villages south of the Goring
gap have field as an integral part of their names, but such names
are not found north of the gap, where names in /ey are common.
He concludes that the villages to the south were founded when the
forest was cleared and feld used in the sense that leah had borne
when the woods between Oxford and Abingdon were settled.

While admitting that no final answer can be given to queries
relating to the Danish settlement until the place-name material for
the counties of Lincoln, Leicester, Derby, and for East Anglia, has
been published, F. M. Stenton draws some tentative conclusions
in The Historical Bearing of Place-Name Studies: The Danish
Settlement of Eastern England (Trans. of the Royal Hist. Soc.). He
shows that the evidence of field-names, which represent the speech
of the ordinary countryman, indicates a density of settlement that
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would not, have been suspected by a study of the village names
alone, but which is borne out also by the frequency of Scandinavian
personal names. He concludes that ‘the movement . . . had the
dimensions of a migration’.

The only personal-name study to be noted is O. von Friesen’s
Personal Names of the Type Bdtolfr (Ekw. Misc.), which notes that
names with Bat are late in Scandinavia. The earliest are Bathildr,
the daughter of Earl Hakon (died c. 1030) who spent most of his
life in England, and Batolfr, the name of an English saint. Other
names in Bat- are later, and less widespread, being commonest in
Gotland and Sédermanland. It seems probable that the English
Bothild and Bitulf were borrowed, and then Bot- became productive
on Scandinavian soil.

Most works on slang are concerned with the American branch,
but one work must be noted here, Uno Philipson’s Political Slang,
1750-1850.° which is based on an examination of contemporary
journals, political debates, etc., and is able to add new words or
earlier datings to the dictionaries. Many, it is true, are momentary
coinages like anti-whiggosity, but the author can date thick-
and-thin 1809 (O.E.D., 1886), pocket-borough 1818 (O.E.D., 1856)
and so on. The study shows that there was a change of attitude
towards slang with the advancement of classes which had previ-
ously had little influence, and its value as a ‘feeder of the standard
language’ began to be perceived. His statistics show a greatly in-
creased rate of admission of slang into print from 1830-50.

Not much has been written on English dialects, but one should
note Hilda M. Holmes’s Derbyshire Dialect in the Seventeenth
Century (Journal of the Derbyshire Archaeological and Natural
Hist. Soc., 1941) which studies the ‘constant register’ of the Bake-
well constables, for located material of an early date is rare.
Phonological features are noted, not merely vocabulary. There is
only one instance, disbonded, of o instead of standard a before
nasals ; ME. d is variously rendered, e.g. speadbeside spaid, ‘spade’.
The author interprets this as representing a pronunciation [e:]

® Political Slang, 1750-1850, by Uno Philipson. Lund : Gleerup ; London:

Williams and Norgate; Copenhagen: Levin and Munksgaard. 1941. pp. xvi+
314. 10 Kr. .
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beside [¢:]. But as ‘dean’s’ is written daines, the writers appear to
pronounce some words with ME. ¢ with the same sound they use
for ME. 4, and it seems possible that spead represents an inverted
spelling. Curiosities include guirding ‘guarding’ and several in-
stances of pilpit ‘pulpit’.

There is also A List of Words Illustrating the Nottinghamshire
Dialect (Trans. of the Thoroton Soc.) by E. L. Guilford, containing
a collection which has run through this journal since 1928.

.Works on American English continue to appear in great num-
bers. Those concerned with English as a whole have been noted
above, although the authors may have based their observations on
American speech. The following account of works dealing mainly
or exclusively with American cannot be exhaustive, owing to the
difficulty of obtaining some journals, such as the Quarterly Journal
of Speech.

R.-M. S. Hefiner continues his measurements of vowel quantity
in Notes on the Length of Vowels (V) (Amer. Sp. Feb. see Y.W.,
xxii, 40), where he measures the vowel in good in different accentual
conditions and concludes that tempo has nothing to do with the
duration of the final accented word. In Two Notes on Vowel and
Consonant Quantity (ibid. Oct.) N. E. Eliason disputes an opinion
of Heffner’s that a vowel is shorter under lighter stress, claiming
that position, not stress, is the factor causing difference in quantity.
He states also that oscillograph records show that the vowel in
bimorphemic words like tied is about ‘030 seconds longer than in
monomorphemic words like tide. The same number contains The
Phoneme ‘T’: a Study in Theory and Method, in which G. L. Trager
analyses the different allophones of ‘t’ in his own speech.

The Phonetics of Great Smoky Mountain Speech'® by J. S. Hall, is
a detailed and careful study. The area was chosen partly because
its conversion into a national park is causing regional peculiarities
of speech to disappear, and partly in the belief that traces of earlier
stages of the growth of English would be found in a speech so long
removed from the main currents of culture. This belief seems to
have been justified, for not only does the vocabulary preserve old
usages like ‘spend one’s opinion’ but the sound system also has

10 The Phonetics of Great Smoky Mountain Speech, by J. S. Hall. American
Speech Reprints and Monographs 4. pp. vi+110.
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features of historical interest. Among other things, ME. ¢ appears
sporadically as [ei], [¢], beside normal [i:]; some speakers preserve
a tense sound for short i; ME. o has normally the [a] of General
American, but the occurrence of [¢] among older, or uneducated,
people suggests that this is more original in the area. On the other
hand; a few words like crop, drop, yon, have [«], the development
seen in English strap, etc., and the Biblical plat.

A. H. Marckwardt’s Middle English wa in the Speech of the
Great Lakes Region (Amer. Sp., Dec.) is much more limited in aim.
It is prefixed with a history of the combinative development of wa
and concludes that this was sporadic, or confined to certain social
levels. His findings show that while swallow, want, water are usually
rounded, watch is generally unroun