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PREFACE

Saundaryalahari and the other worksincluded in this

volume were edited by the Late Pandit Kasturi
Rangacharya under the then Curator, the late Mr.
Mahadeva Sastri, and published as No 11 in the Sanskrit
Series of this library. Copies of the first edition were
all exhausted and there was a continued demand for the
book. This has now been met by reprinting the works
after revising the texts with the help of fresh manuscripts
added to the library.

Saundaryalahari belongs to the class of works
which treat of what is known as the '?ntra form of
worship as opposed to the abstract Aupanishada form,
This form of worship is rather eclectic in that it combi-
nes in itself the elements of every other form of
Sadhana that is in vogue: Karma, Fnana and Bhakti.
It is considered to be most suited to men of all capa-
cities and equipments and the easiest means of realising
the Summum Bonum. There are various forms of Tantra
worship, each named according to the deity that
is worshipped, Thus there are separate systems
devoted to Visnu, Siva and Sakti. Saundaryalahari
deals with the form of worship of Sakti according to
the Samayacira which aims at and claims to be in
perfect agreement with the vedic teaching.

Tradition ascribes Saundaryalahari to Sri Sankara-
charya, the great exponent of the Advaita Vedanta.
The commentators of the work excepting Pravarasena
and a few others ascribe the work to Sankara, Bhaskara-
raya, a great authority on Tantra, states, more than
once, in his commentary on the Lalita Sahasranama
that the work is by Sankara. Jnina$ivicarya, of the
16th century, author of Saivaparibhasa, a work on South
Indian Saivismn, while quoting the 24th stanza of the
Saundaryalahari, in support of the theory of the
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Pancakrtyas of Siva, explicitly states that Saundarya-
lahari is by Sri Sankara; the Srividyirnava Tantra by
Pragalbhacarya mentions Sankara as the founder of a
Tantra School. All these incline usto subscribe to
the traditional view.

But it does not seem safe to conclude that the work
has been rightly accredited depending on the words of
writers who lived in days far removed from those of
Sankara. While Sankara is generally assigned to the
8th century A.D,, the writers who ascribe the work to
him belong to the 16th and 17th centuries. No refe-
rence to this work has been met with either in the
%gnuine works of Sankara or in the works of early writers,

he list of teachers and disciples in the Srividyarnava
Tantra hardly helps us in the matter, It seems to
differ from the lists preserved in the scveral mutts of
the Sankara School. It is not possible to say which of
these lists is genuine and which spurious, It seems
rather doubtful that the Vedantic teacher, Sankara, an
ardent advocate of Absolute Idealism should have written
this Tantra work. It is common knowledge that, in the
history of all religions, works are attributed to great
names to gain for them an authenticity; and doubtless
there are some works, which are not really written by
Sankara, but go under his great name. Saundaryalahari
may be one of such works,

MYSORE, 1 H. R. RANGASWAMI 1YENGAR,
26-3-53 | Supde. O. R. 1. Mysore.
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PREFACE

THE works comprised in this volume all bear upon

the higher forms of what is called Sri-Vidya, the
worship of the Supreme Being in its feminine aspect.
This system of worship is treated of very elaborately in
the works known as Tantras and Agamas, most of
which appear to have been written at a time when the
higher forms of Vedic worship were found too high for
the generality of people and the Vedic ritual failed to
satisfy the lascivious purposes of a sensualistic clergy.
The system taught in these Tantras embodied, among
other things, certain practices by which the inquisitive
and the unscrupulous votaries could satisfy their own
curiosity regarding the mysterious side of Nature and
obtain powers by which they could attain their lascivious,
mischievous and worldly ends, Seeing the evil wrought
by the too large a following the system commanded in
the absence of all wholesome restrictions withhoding
such vast powers from any but men of high moral
character, the sages have since taught a purer form of
Sri-Vidya perfectly consonant with the Vedic teaching-

There are various systems of T'antric worship each
named according to the form in which the Supreme
Being is worshipped. Thus we have a whole system of
Tantric worship devoted to Siva, another to Visnu,
another to Sakti and so on. 'T'he system of Sakti-wor-
ship as developed in the Tantras is termed Sri-Vidya.
It is practised in two forms, one consisting in the
external worship of diagrams drawn on a cloth or a
metallic sheet or a slab aceompanied with the repetition
of certain mantras or mysterious syllables, the other
consisting in internal meditation upon the Supreme
Being in its various aspects at various centres, passing
through various stages to the highest. The former
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system is found scattered here and there in the seventy-
two works mentioned in the commentary on the thirty-
first verse in Saundaryalahari and the latter is exclusively
treated of in the five samhitas forming the Subha-Agama-
Panchaka and respectively named after the five sages
Va$istha, Sanaka, Suka, Sanandana and Sanatkumara,
The form of worship taught in these works is in perfect
agreement with the Vedic teaching. It is called the
Samaya-marga, as opposed to the Kaula-marga which
is contrary, in many respects, to the Vedic teaching and
which, in too many cases, led to the most execrable
ritual subversive of all morality (vide ph. 129-130).
Lakshmidhra has, in his commentry on Saundaryalahari,
very clearly shown how unfounded were the notions
which originally led to such aludicrous and mischievous
parody of the highly spiritual worship associated with
true Sri-Vidya, and has unreservedly explained many a
mystery the revelation of which was reserved by
previous tradition to the initiation chamber. Lakshmi-
dhara and Bhaskararaja, who were both scholars and
mystics of the same school have, by their able and lucid
commentaries on various works on Sri-Vidy4, thrown a
flood of light onthe subject of which the mysterious side
appears to have been a matter of personal experience
to them. Lakshmidhara, for instance, differs from Sri-
Shankaracharya whom he acknowledges and reveres as
an adept in this science as in all other matters spiritual
as to the form in which the Devi or Goddess issues
from the Manipuraka and presents Herself in the
Anahata—chakra (heart), and he founds his belief on his
own direct experience; and tradition has preserved
many an anecdote regarding the greatness and wonder-
ful powers of Bhaskararaja—of a comparatively recent
date—the memory of whose achievements is still alive
in South India and whose descendants are still in the
enjoyment of a village in the Tanjore District granted
to him by his admirer, the Raja of Tanjore. In their
hands Sri-Vidy4 in its highest forms has become identical
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in its philosophy, and methods of worship - with the
Upanishads and has thus been redeemed from the
suspicion, with which it has been and is rightly viewed
by all outsiders. Even now there are not a few in India
who, ignorant of the true doctrine, are engaged in the
most grotesque and mischievous practices of the so-
called Sri-Vidya, and have brought the cult into disre-
pute. As taught by the Vedic school of Sri-Vidya, it is
the embodiment of the highest yoga and of pure spiritual
love and knowledge. In a way, itis approaching the
Supreme Being through ¢the Beautiful’ as the title
‘Saundaryalahari’ itself implies.

I. SAUNDARYALAHARI.

Most of the commentators on this hymn ascribe it
to Sri-Sankarachirya. But at the time of the author of
the commentary called Dindima, the hymn was ascribed
by one tradition to Siva, by another to Sri-Sankara-
charya supposed to have been an incarnation of Siva,
and by a third to the Goddess Lalita. Another
commentator, the author of the Sudhavidyotini, fathers
it upon one Pravarasena, a prince of the Dramidas.
The account, * however, given in the commentary as to
the composition of the hymn by the said prince,
appears to be rather fantastic. But the fact that Sri-
Sankarachirya was a reformer in his days of Sakta cult
as of various others, the very important part still played
by the Sakti-worship in all the Advaita-mutts, the
identity of the soul and the Goddess spoken of in verse
22, the reference to the Vedanta in verse 4, the
peculiar style of the hymn and an impartial reference
to and an attempt to unify the peculiar doctrines of the
mutually opposed sects of Samaya-mirga and Kaula-

*® Vide Sanskrit Preface, where the account given by the com-
mentator is quoted.
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marga, and lastly, the unanimous testimony of such
writers as Lakshmidhara and Bhaskararaja—all these
incline me to believe that the hymn is a genuine work of
Sri-Sankaracharya.

Lakshmidhara speaks to himself as the author of a
work on civil and religious law called Sarasavativilasa.
But in the manuscript copy of the work in my possession,
Prataparudradeva is said to be the author of the work.
The two statements may, however, be reconciled by
supposing that Vidyanatha was the real author of the
work which was given out to the world as that of his
patron as is very often done, and that Vidyanatha was
the name assumed by Lakshmidhara at the time of
initiation into Sri-Vidya, as it has always been the
custom for an initiate into the mysteries of the cult to
assume a name ending in ‘natha’. It is generally
known that Vidyanatha was a pandit at the court of
Prataparudradeva, who is said to have flourished 1268 —
1319 A.D. If I be right in regarding Lakshmidhara as
identical with Vidyanitha, his date may be fixed as
the earlier part of the 14th century.

There exist several commentaries on the hymn by
different writers, but I have chosen Lakshmidhara’s as
best of them. I have only single copies of a few
others, and I know the rest only by name.

Lakshmidhara often refers in his commentary to
Subhagodaya, a work on the same subject, and to a
commentary thereon by himself. He also speaks of
Sri-Sankaracharya as the author of a commentary on the
same work, and in one or two places his words imply
that Sri-Sankaracharya was the author of Subhagodaya
itself. As I have seen neither Subhagodaya nor a
commentary thereon, it is very difficult to come to any
decision on the point. But in the course of my recent
search for manuscripts I have found that a copy of
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Subhagodaya exists in the library of the Smarta-mutt
at Kadli and an inspection of the work may throw some
light on the point.

The present edition of Saundaryalahari and of the
commentary thereon has been prepared from -the
following manuscripts :—

(1) A palmleaf Grantha Manuscript kindly placed
at my disposal by my friend Mr. T. Parama-
siva Iyer, Under-Secretary to Government
of Mysore. It is very much torn, and
fairly correct.

(2) An old palmleaf Nagari MS. belonging to
Sringeri-mutt.

(3) A Devanigari transcript of a MS. copy in
the the Sarasvatibhandara at Mysore.

(4) A Telugu palmleaf MS, belonging to Pandit
Srikanthasastri of Nanjangud.

(5) A Kanarese palmleaf MS. belonging to Pandit
G. Ramaswamisastri of the Oriental Library.

(6) A Nigari MS. of pandit Asvattha Narayana
Josyar of Mysore,
(7) A Telugu paper M S. belonging to pandit
Rama Josyar of Mysore.
The Bangalore and Karvethnaggar editions of the

work have been consulted throughout. Both of them
are incorrect.

II. BHAVANOPANISHAD.

This short Upanishad with Bhéskararija’s com-
mentary has been edited from a collation prepared from
two, MSS., one obtained at Bangalore and the other at
Mysore. The commentator says that there are varioys
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readings extant of the Upanishad, as may be seen by
comparing the Madras and Bombay editions of the
Upanishad with the present edition.

III. PANCHASTAVI.

This is a collection of hymns, five in number, which
are older than ILakshmidhara, who in his commentary
on Saundaryalahari refers to three of these hymns—
Laghustava, Charchastava and Sakalajananistava—and
ascribes them to Kalidasa. In one place (P. 216) he
appears to suggest that the first and the second may be
ascribed to Sri1 Sankaracharya. I have two commen-
taries with me on the first, Laghustava, in one of which
Laghu-Bhattaraka is said to have been the author of
the hymn. A Dharmicharya is also mentioned by
another commentator as the author of the same hymn.
There is a reference in Laghustava to Vatsardja and in
Charchastava to a son of Udayana. The two names
occur in Ratnavali, a dramatic work of Sri-Harsha.
The last, Sakalajananistotra is the most interesting of
the five hymns. These hymns have been edited with
the aid of the Madras and Bombay editions and of
MS. in the Oriental Library. A paper manuscript
containing the last piece lent by Mr, T. Paramasiva
Iyer has been found of great help.

A. M.
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Apastamba Grihya Sutra with the commentary of
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Apastamba Paribhasha Sutra with the commentaries
of Haradatta and Kapardi Swami
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Divadi Juhotyadi) .
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Bhaskara with Padapatha and SvaraPatha, Vol. I
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Bhaskara with the Padapatha and Svarapatha,
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Apastamba Dharma Sutra with the commentary
called Ujjvala
Taittiriya Samhita with the commentary of Bhatta-
Bhaskara with padapatha and Svarapatha,
Vol. VIII
Taittiriya Samhita with the commentary of Bhatta-
Bhaskara with Padapatha and Svarapatha,
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Taittiriya Samhita with the commentary of Bhatta-
Bhaskara with Padapatha and Svarapatha,
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Sankaracarya’s  Miscellaneous Works, Vol. I
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Ekagnikanda with the commentary of Haradatta
with Svarapatha .
Taittiriyaranyaka with the commentarv of Bhatta-
Bhaskarg, with Svarapatha, Vol II1I
Brahmamimamsa with the commentary of bnkantha
Madhavia Dhatuvritti, Vol. II Part II (Svadi
and Curadi)
Bodhayana Griyha Sutra wnth Parxsnshn
Taittiriya Pratisakhya with Vaidikabharana and
Tribhashyaratna
Bodhayana Dharma Sutra with 2 commentary

Pricz
Rs. a,
1 12
Y
3 0
2 4
1 12
1 4
1 4
2 0
1 O
2 0
2 0
2 0
1 12
1 0
1 4
1 0
2 -0
2 0
2 4
4 0
3 0

N, B.-—~-Numbers marked thus ® are out of stock.



*35.

*36_

*37.
*38.

*39,

*40,
41,
42,

43.

45.
46,
*47,

48.
*49,
*50.
*51.

*53.
*54.
*55.

56.
57.

58.
59.

*60.
61.

62.
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Bhattadipika, Vol. I s vee e

Taittiriya Brahmana with the commentary of
Bhatta-Bhaskara with Svarapatha. Ashtaka I

Kautilya Arthasastra (First Edition)

Taittiriya Brahmana with the commentary of
Bhatta-Bhaskara with Svarapatha, Ashtaka III,
Part I

Srimad-Brahmasutra Bhashya (Anandatn’thxya)
with Tatparya Candrika, etc., Vol. I

Bhattadipika, Vol. II

Khadira Grihya Sutra with Rudraskandnya

Taittiriya Brahmana with Bhatta-Bhaskara’s com-
mentary, Ashtaka III, Part I

Smriticandrika, Samskara Kanda

Smriticandrika, Ahnika Kanda

Smriticandrika, Vyavahara Kanda, Part I

Bhattadipika, Vol. III

Srimad-Brahmasutra Bhashya (Anandatlrthwa)
with Tatparya Candrika, etc., Vol. II

Smriticandrika, Vyavahara Kanda, Part 11

Bbattadipika, Vol. IV

Gautama Dharma Sutra with Maskari 1ya

Alankara Manihara, Vol. I .

Smriticandrika, Sraddha Kanda .

Srimad-Brahmasutra Bhashya (Anandatlrthlya)
with Tatparya Candrika, etc., Vol. 111

Kautilya Arthasastra (Second Edmon)

Bodhayana Grihya Sutra with Parisishta

Smiriticandrika, Asduca Kanda

Taittiriya Brahmana with the commentary partly
of Bhatta-Bhaskara and partly of Sayana,
Ashtaka II .

Alankara Manihara, Vol. I

Srimad-Brahmasutra Bhashya (Anandatlrtblya)
with Tatparya Candrika, etc., Vol. IV

Kavya-Prakasa with the commentaty of Sanketa .

Ayurveda Sutra with the commentary of Yoga-
nandanatha L.

Alankira Manihira, Vol. IIT’

PrICE
Rs. a,
3 0
3 8
3 0
3 8
3 0
3 0
1 0
2 4
1 8
2 8
2 0
2 8
3 0
30
30
3 8
3 0
3 4
4 0
3 0
2 4
1 8
3 8
3 8
3 8
3 8
2 0
2 8

N. B.—Numbers marked thus® are out of stock. °



*63.

*64.
65.

66.
67.

68.

69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.

77.
78.
79.
80.
81.

82.
83.
84.

*85.
86.

87.
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Vidyamadhaviya of Vidyamadhava with the com-

I‘Iflentary of Muhurtadipika by Vishnu Sarma,
ol. I e

Kautilya Arthasastra (Thxrd Edmon)

Index Verborum to the published texts of Artha-
Sastra of Kautilya Vol. I

Index Verborum to the published texts of Artha-
Sastra of Kautilya, Vol. 11

Vidyamadhaviya of Vldyamadhava with the com-
mentary of Muhurtadipika by Vishnu Sarma,
Vol. I1

Index Verborum to the publlshed texts of Artha-
Sastra Vol. III

Abhilashitartha Cintamani, Vol. I

Vidyamadhaviya, Vol. 111

Saragvati vilasa (Vyavahara Kanda)

Alankara Manihara, Vol. 1V

Apastamba Sulba Sutra

Tarkatandava with Nyayadipa, Vol..[

Advaitasiddhi with Gurucandnka Vol. T

Tattvamuktakalapa with Sarvarthas1ddhx, Bhava.
Prakasa anu Anandadayini, Vol. I .

Tarkatandava Vol. II

Advaitasiddhi with Gurucandrika. Vol. T1

Tarkatandava, Vol. I1I

Advaltasxddhx with Guruchandnka Vol. III

Tattvamuktakalapa with Sarvarthasiddhi* Bhava-
Prakasa and Anandadayini, Vol. II

Tarkatandava, Vol 1V

Vakyartharatna with the Suvarnamudrika

Tattvarthasutra of Umasvami with the Sukhabodha
of Bhaskaranandi

Saundaryalahari Bhavanopamshat Dev1pancastav1

Apastamba Srauta Sutra with the Vritti and Bhashya
of Dhurtaswami, Vol. I Prasnas 1—35.

Yadavabhyudaya with the commentary of Appaya-
dikshit. Vol. I, Sargas 13—18.

(XX}

88. Prameyaratnalankata by Abhinava Carukirti Pandita-

charya

89. Yadavabhyudaya with the commentary of Appaya-

dikshit. Vol. II, Sargas 19——24

Pricx
Rs. a.
2 0
3 0
2 8
2 8
2 0
2 0
2 0
1 8
2 8
2 4
2 12
3 0
3 12
4 0
2 90
3 4
2 0
2 4
3 0
2 4
1 0
2 4
2 8
4 0
3 4
2 12
5 0

N. B,—Numbers marked thus ® are out of stock.



14

90. Saivaparibhasha of Sivagra Yogi
91, Saundaryalahari, Devipanchastavi, Bhavopanishad
etc. (Third Edition)
. MISCELLANEOUS
1. A Descriptive Catalogue of Sanskrit Manuscripts
in the Oriental Library, Mysore, Vol. I—Vedas.

2. Do Do Vol. II-—Smritis.
3. ACatalogue of printed Sanskrit Books in the Library.

of the Institute.
4. A Cataloge of Printed Kannada Books.

[ S+



*1.

3.
*4,
e5.
*6.
*7.
*g.

10.
*11.
*12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.
*18.
*19,
*20.

*21.
*22.
*23.
24.
25.
26.

27.
28.

29,
30.

15

B.—Kannada Publications

Adipurana of Pampa .
Jagannatha Vijaya (First Edition)
Mahabharata—Pauloma and Astika Parvas
Mahabharata by Kumara Vyasa,-Sambhava Parva
Mahabharata by Kumara Vyasa, Jatugriha Parva
Mahabharata by Kumara Vyasa, Sabha Parva
Mahabharata by Kumara Vyrsa, Aranya Parva
Mahabharata by Kumara Vyasa, Virata Parva
Keladinripa Vijaya of Linganna
Udbhatakavya of Somaraja
Jagannatha Vijaya of Rudrabhatta (Second Edition)
Mahabharata by Kumar a Vyasa, Udyoga Parva .
Akrura Caritre of Somanatha
Dharmamrita of Nayasena, Vol. [
Kantirava Narasaraja Vijaya
Dharmamrita of Nayasena, Vol. 11
Virabhadravijaya
Anantanathapurana of Janna .
Sakalavaidya Samhita Sararnava by Virarjendra
Mahabharata by Kumara Vyasa, Bhishma Parva
(First Edition)
Mahabharata by Kumara Vyasa, Drona Parva .,
Kavyavalokana by Nagavarma (Second Edition) ..,
Mahabharata Karna Parva (First Edition)
» Salya and Gada Parvas
Sukti Sudharnava of Mallikarjuna
Mahabharta by Kumara Vyasa Bhishma Parva
(Second Edition)
Singiraja Purana by Singiraja
Mahabharata by Kumara Vyasa Drona Parva
(Second Edition)
Mahabharata by Kumar Vyasa Karna Parva
(Second Edition)
Nala Champu by Chaunodaraja .
A. Yogaratnakara with translation in Kannada and
Telugu, Part [

[11] ey

“oe

PRICE
Rs. a.
2 8
2 8
1 8
2 0
1 12
1 12
2 0
1 8
1 8
2 0
2 12
1 2
1 0
2 4
2 8
1 4
1 4
2 0
1 14
1 0
1 12
1 8
2 4
1 0
2 8
1 4
6 0
2 12
3 0
2 4

N. B.—Numbers marked thus ® are out of stock.
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