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PREFACE

THIS account of the part played by Lucknow and Oude
in the Bengal mutiny is not meant to be anything more
than what it is called—a narrative and a study; and it
has been written with the desire to show, in their true pro-
portion and colour, some of the important points of that
convulsion and contest; including' its antecedents, its
characteristics and its issues, as well as its actual incidents.

Muych of what | have recorded came within my own.
pefsonal knowledge ; but the baok is not an apcount of my
private experiences or reminiscences, except to the extent
requisite to support or illustrate my various statements
and views. And | entirely disclaim for it the title of
History, which would demand a completeness of narrative,
and a fullness of details in incidents and personal references
that |1 hpve not attemptec, and that would have tended to
interfere with the clearness that | have aimed at in the
narrative and the argument. '

In order to show the relative share that Oude and
Lucknow had in the conflict generally, | have included
a brief sketch of the Mutiny as an introduction, deal-
ing with its origin and development, as well as with its
course,

My leading object throughout has been to describe the
true military characteristics of the defence and the succour
of the Residency, and to lead to ajust appreciation of the
part played and the influence exercised by Henry Lawrence
and Henry Havelock in checking and mastering the
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Mutiny at its darkest crisis, and thereby ensuring our
ultimate success.

At the Residency, Sir Henry Lawrence's foresight and
resolute attitude on the outbreak, with his judicious
arrangements, and careful and thorough preparations,
formed the foundation for its defence; of which the
eventual success was due to our defeating all the ceaseless
efforts of the enemy to effect the one definite object at
which they aimed, the sudden formation of a practicable
breach in our defences.

As to the general contest; Sir Henry's beneficent rule
of the Punjab, on its annexation, created the hearty good-
will in which lay the influence that kept the Sikhs on our
side in the dark days of the siege of Delhi. It was his
attitude at Lucknow that chained to the contest there the
rebel army of Oude, which would otherwise have joined
the one at De_Ihi, and would without doubt have turned
the odds there against us. Havelock for his part, by his
brilliant leadership, met with unvarying success; inspiring
in his own troops a confidence and spirit, and in the
enemy a dread, which minimized the gravity of the struggle
in the days of our greatest straits; apart from which the
boldness of his venture in invading Oude, and his skill in
withdrawing to Cawnpore, stand unrivalled as feats of
war. His succour of the Residency saved it from an
inevitable catastrophe, since it was effected just in time
to anticipate the arrival of the Delhi mutineers, whose
accession to the investing force would have doubled the
dangers of the defence, and the difficulties of the relief.

These are the points to which | have specially en-
deavoured to give their due prominence.

For those particulars in which my narrative is at variance
with other published accounts of Sir Henry Lawrence's
policy and measures while preparing for the defence of the
Residency, my authority lies in the record | made in my
note-book of the direct instructions and information which
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he gave to me personally—a record which was habitually
read out to him, and to which he constantly referred.’

The account of the Engineer operations in the defence is
based on my personal knowledge of them, the share | took
in them, and the records | kept of them, supplemented by
the information supplied to me by my brother officers; at
whose request | drew up the official report of them.

For information on other points | have been greatly
indebted to Sir James Outram and Lord Napier of
Magdala, to Sir Henry Havelock-Allen, General Dodgson,
Sir William Olpherts, and' other friends.

The account of the Talookdars and people of Oude, and
of their fluctuating demeanour, has been based on the
descriptions given me by Sir James Outram, Captain
Alexander Orr his " Intelligence" officer, and Mr. Patrick
Carnegy; and on the records of the trials of the State
prisopers on the close of the Mutiny.

In the Appendices will be found extracts from official
documents respecting the annexation and administration
of Oude, and the treatment of the Talookdars. One of
them is a translation of a very singular letter by the Rajah
Maun Singh to the other Talookdars, written at the
darkest stage of the convulsion, and conveying the criticisms
on the s'tuation of one of the cleverest natives of India.

The maps, plans, and views will, I hope, help to make
the narrative clear.

For the panoramic views of the Residency Entrench-
ments, and for the drawing of the Mutchi Bhown, | am
under special obligations to my friend Miss Alma Hodge.
The former are based on a series of photographs of a model
of the position, constructed by the Rev. T. Moore ; and the
latter on an excellent photograph of the Mutchi Bhown,
kindly lent me by Captain Charles Hill, R.A.

JIM.I,



PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

No material alteration has been made in this edition
of any part of the narrative, except that on page 99
the account of the action of Chinhut has been modified
in respect of some particulars recently given me by
Colonel Bonham, General Cook, and other eye-witnesses
of the combat; and on. page 90 a note has been added
respecting General Wheeler at Cawnpore.

The principal additions have lain entirely i rectifying
unintentional omissions to bring to proper notice in the
former edition some of the most prominent services
rendered during the war; especially those of General
Inglis at Lucknow, and of Colonel Baird Smith and
Major Charles Reid at Delhi.

An index has been added, and a glossary of Indian
and technical terms. '
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*GLOSSARY OF MILITARY TERMS

Abattis—stems and branches of trees
laid as obstructions.

Banquette—a stepto which to stand to
lre over a parapet.

Battery—a. work armed with guns.

Breastwork—a work for musketry 8re.

Carcases—hollow balls filled with in-
flammable but not explosive sub-
stances.

Chevaux-de-frise—palisading jutting out |

at an angle from walls or revéte-
ments.

Crows-feet—small iron obstacles, usually
of four spikes, strewn over ground
to impede a rush.

Defilade {to)—to screen against fire.

Emplacement—prepared site for gun in
battery.

Enfilade—fire along a continuous line.

Entrenchment—position  prepared  for
defence.

Fascines—long bundles of rods and
branches tied up to finish off crests
of parapets.

Flank {to)—o 'get at the side of an
alignment.

Gabions—hollow cylinders of basket-
work, to be filled with earth, and
form upright walls of parapets.

Galleries  {mining)—underground pas-
sages to undermine the enemy's

GLOSSARY OF
Amils—local rulers and collectors of
revenue. e

Bagk—a garden; a gardened enclosure.

Baily Guard—the Lucknow Resid-
ency.

Cantonment—military  station.

Chttkladar—same as amil.

Dacoits—gang robbers. _

Dodb—country between two rivers.
" The Doab" generally means the
country between the Ganges and
the Jumna.

Durbar—a ceremonial assemblage.

Gurh—a fort.

Johad—z. religious war.

posts, or to countermine their at-
tacks.

Galleries {intercepting)—such passages,
parallel to the position to be de-
fended, by which the hostile gal-
leries should be intercepted before
they can effect mischief.

Grenades—small shells to throw by
hand among the enemy 31 close

| quarters.
| Howitzers—short Cannon of large
calibre.
Neutral ground— ground not occupied
by either side.

Retrenchments—defensive works erected
behind other works to support them
and make them untenable by the
enemy

Tamplng—when a charge is laid at
the end of a mine, some of the
gallery has to be refilled with
jearth to prevent the explosion act-
inginthat direction; such refllllng
is called tamping.

Traverses—screerl works to defilade and
protect against fire.

Trous de loup—small stakes driven in-
to the ground to check a rush.

Turn {to) a position—get at its flank and

rear.
L}
INDIAN TERMS
Khalsa—#iz Sikhs as a political and
military body.
Moghuls—the Mahomedan body of

which the Emperor of Delh| was
the head.
Moollah—Mahomedan priest.
Morcha—battery or military post.
Moulvie—Mahomedan religious leader.
North- West ~ Provinces—the  country
lying between the Punjab and
Kohilkund.
Pulwans—wrestlers and athletes.
Serai— travellers' shelter (caravansery).
Talookdars—arge landholders, origin-

ally feudal chiefs.



LUCKNOW AND OUDE
IN THE MUTINY

INTRODUCTION
'GENERAL SKETCH OF THE MUTINY

CHAPTER |
ITS ORIGIN

T H E great convulsion known as the Indian Mutiny
brake out in May 1857, consequent directly on the excite-
ment and ill-feeling engendered in the Bengal army by
thewell-known cartridgeincident. A ny such military out-
break would naturally cause much civil disturbance and find
numerous supporters outside the army, but the wide range
and the virulence of the general commotion that ensued
were exceptional, and the jising was throughout marked
by a Variéty of phases and by singular episodes, for which
the disaffection of the troops and the cartridge incident do
not, of themselves, adequately account. A reasonable ex*
planation of them, however, is indispensable for a clear
insight into the subject, and fortunately it is readily found
on turning to antecedent events and circumstances, and to
the state of public feeling prevalent among various sections
of the community. Investigation in those directions pro-
vides us with facts, and points to conclusions and pro-
babilities, which seem to indicate obviously and amply the
several influences that led to the origin of the outbreak,
swayed and chequered its development, and further served
materially to affect the progress and shape the course of
‘the contest that ensued.
: B



GENERAL SKETCH OF THE MUTINY:

The first matter for consideration is the chronic state of
public feeling, that is, its general state when not affected
by any temporary exceptional excitement or agitation.
Up to 1856 the year before the outbreak, there had been
for a- whole century a continuous, aggressive advance of
the British Power till it completed the ring-fence of the
Empire by the annexation of Oude. During all that time,
it hud either been engaged in actual conflict or had been
forming dominant relations with the several races of the
country, and had reduced them, one after another, to sub-
jection; some provinces being brought under its direct
administration, and others being left as feudatory or vassal
States under their native rulers. At the start, the old
Moghul Dominion had been in a hopeless state of decay,
leading to all the horrors of internecine war, and some of
the native principalities had gladly turned for safety to the
shelter of English protection and supremacy. But the
great mass of the people had been brought under our
rule by conquest, or by forcible annexation. With ruling
dynasties thus set aside, reduced, or crushed, with great
races humiliated, and bitterness and misery spread broad-
cast by thé loss of power and place and property, it would
be an outrage on common sense to doubt that we Trad
created a host of enemies. Moreover, there had been no
rest, no time to reduce their numbers or their irritation.
The benefits of civilized rule, of the Pax Britannica, were
felt only skin-deep, and the old fierce instincts, the out-
come of centuries of strife and oppression, were still in the
ascendant. The memory of injuries was still keen and
vivid, the newer cases helping to recall the old ones to
mind, and to reopen sores that might otherwise have been
getting healed: so that, briefly, the mood and temper
which prevailed were those of a conquered people who had
wrongs and humiliations to remember, and were chafing at
having to endure the sway of aliens in race and creed. There
existed, in fact, under the best circumstances, a mass of
constant disaffection, and whole hosts of malcontents.

Of -these, the most powerful and dangerous were the
Mussulmans. The entire Mahomedan population were, as
a body, rebels at heart, and resented the Christian supre-
macy, if only on religious grounds and from fanatical



ITS 3

‘pride. And the Moghuls of the Upper Provinces had, in
‘addition, a natural Idngingto revivetheir old predominance,
and restore their old Empire.

Next may be mentioned the Mahrattas, a ,warlike and
unscrupulous Hindoo race, who, though split up into rival
states, had been most powerful as a confederacy, and felt
that, but for the British, they would have been the masters
of India.

Another extensive, body of malcontents consisted of
those who were actual sufferers” from British conquest or
annexation, or from the action of British Land Policy.

And a fourth group, especially dangerous from their,
spirit and energy, was formed by those who fretted at the
closing of the outlets for ambition, and the loss of the
opportunities for aggrandizement through political intrigue
or military prowess, that had been current of old.

Such a mass of disaffection, however latent or suppressed,
was obviously a standing menace to the tranquillity of the
country, constituting a solid basis, and providing a powerful
agency, for the rousing of evil passions and the promotion
of,seditious enterprise—a sure factor in any movement or
question involving the peace or security of the State.

At the same time, any tendency to give vent to this ill-
feeling in serious action against the British was checked by
the universal sense that our presence constituted the only
real safeguard against a recurrence of the internecine wars
of old, with all their attendant horrors, of which the
memories and traditionswere still in force : whilst also each
of the great races—Rajpoot or Mahratta, Mahomedan or
Sikh or Jat—felt that the British rule was preferable to
that of any of its native rivals by whom it might possibly
be overcome in a contest for the supremacy.

Under the counteracting influence of this feeling, the
chronic disaffection usually remained latent or suppressed ;
but with any undue temptation or increase of discontent,
it was apt to awake into activity, with its agents ready to
intensify and inflame any exceptional causes for irritation
that might arise.

For too much gress must not be laid on the fact that the
races of India are numerous and have conflicting interests
and aspirations, and on the resulting theory ‘that they
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cannot be regarded as one people—as the people of India,
It is, not to be gainsaid, and it ought not to be ignored,
that they are one people in the very important sense of
having, in cgmmon, characteristics and interests which are
opposed to'those of the British. They belong to the sail,
while the British are aliens, feringhees. They are dark-
skinned, kala admiy while the British are fair. Their
creeds are not” those of the English. Their social habits
and usages, their traditional rights and points of honour to
which they cling passionattly, and their modes of thought,
are Oriental and not Euro'pean. They are subjects, and
practically barred from rule, while the British are rulers,
and virtually autocratic. If the English even apparently
though not actually ignore or slight—much more if they
treat with insult, or outrage—these points of difference, it
is folly to suppose that the several races will not tend to
combine and act as one people in hostility to the English.
And this combination, based on a unity of excited feeling
overriding reason and sense, will not be readily checked or
thwarted ; except by the wanton action of one or other
party, reminding the rest, with the force of a shock, of old
hatreds and of the real interests at stake.

And this was precisely the course of events in the revolt
of 1857. For, as will be seen, the chronic ill-feeling had
become intensified, and gave an exceptional colour and
weight to the cartridge incident, causing it to develope into
a general mutiny. But many of the disaffected sections of
the people wavered and stopped short, on their eyes being
opened by the partisan aggressiveness of the Moghul faction.

From the chronic state of public feeling, and its liability
to fluctuation, we pass on to the facts and incidents that
affected it. During Lord Dalhousie's rule, which closed in
1856, the boundaries of British Dominion were very gfeatly
extended, so as eventually to include the whole of India;
and, in addition to this, many feudatory States which,
though included within British Dominion and subject to
its suzerainty, had hitherto been left under the sway of
their own dynastic chiefs, were removed from such native
rule and brought directly under. British administration.

-These annexations in the aggregate greatly affected the
native mind, impressing it with the sense that the greed of
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the English wasinsatiable, and troublingit as to the further
steps that might follow.

The earliest of his annexations was that oi'the Punjab.
This was a happy ohe. It saved the empire in 1857. For
Sir Henry Lawrence was placed at the head of the adminis-
tration of the province immediately after its conquest, and,
through a carefully selected staff, most of whom he imlAied
with his own spirit, he carried out such a liberal policy,
and showed such a genial dgr'neanour to the proud and
warlike race who were smarting under the sense of defeat,
that he turned them from enemies into friends, and won
their confidence for their English rulers. This good-will
had its foundations laid deep; and, though somewhat
affected by the colder and harder rule that replaced Sir
Henry's on his transfer to another post, it lasted, under
the staff which he left behind him, till the time of trlal came
and put it successfully to the test.

Of the other annexations, only two were of any particular
impoitance, those of Jhansi and of Oude. But both these
cases startled the native community, because the rulers of
those provinces were held to have ever been thoroughly
loyal and true to British interests. If suchfidelity,it was
argued, could not avert annexation, what State was there
that could consideritself sasfe ? They were also mischievous,
each of them, in other respects.

Jhansi was annexed because the Jast Rajah had died
leaving no lineal heir, but only an adopted one, whom the
British Government had declined to accept. This refusal
was doubtless legal and probably justifiable, but its necessity
was questionable. |f avoidabk, it was impolitic; and under
any circumstances, it was unfortunate, because it set at
nought a much cherished custom, and was regarded, in
conjunction with other cases, notably that of the Sattara
State, as significant of annexation being, under similar
circumstances, the settled policy of the future. This caused
serious anxiety and irritation in the feudatory States, and
especially affected the good-will of the great princes of
Rajpootana, hitherto markedly loyal and contented.

The annexation of Oude had been somewhat anxiously
regarded by Government with respect to its possible effect
on the turbulent Talookdars of the province, and on the
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Sepoys, of most of whom it was the fatherland. The latter
however did not seem to take it seriously amiss ; while the
Talookdars Accepted it contentedly, being satisfied with the
terms held'out to them by the proclamation that was then
issued. So the mischief which immediately ensued was not
in that direction. But the Mussulman community were
affronted by the insult to their religion in the reduction of
a Mahomedan power.

Following on the annéxations, and resulting directly
from them, was the most momentous matter of all. As
territory extended, the native army was proportionately
increased, but without any corresponding augmentation
‘being made of the British troops. The consequence was
that the Sepoy force attained to overwhelming prepon-
derance over the British, their infantry in Bengal being at
one time in the proportion of 20 to 1. This destroyed
the equilibrium of the military organization, and thereby
endangered its stability and the security of the State.

The risk thus involved was enhanced by the fact—well
known—that the Bengal Sepoys had been showing signs.of
laxity intone and discipline. Besides one positive mutiny,
a group of regiments in the Punjab had been checked in a
tendency to combination about an alleged grievance. And,
worst of all, there had been successful resistance to orders
when troops had been required to proceed on service which
entailed a sea voyage. Further, the danger of the tempta-
tion which their overwhelming strength held out to a force
in which such atone prevailed, was increased by the absence
of any effort, on the part of the Government, to conceal or
to counteract by improved military arrangements the weak-
ness of the British troops. For these were mainly massed
in the Punjab, leaving huge stretches of country and
positions of the first importance, such as Allahabad and
" Delhi, absolutely denuded of their presence, and with only
three regiments to garrison the 900 miles between Calcutta
and Meerut. This was the case in Lord Dalhousie's time ;
and it was not altered by Lord Canning, who was probably
lulled into security by the favourable opinion which he
had received from Lord Dalhousie of the state of the native
army.

Before passing on from the events during Lord Dal-
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housie's rule, another point has to be touched on—the
effects of his own personality. Able, energetic, and bold,
and withal devotedly bent on fulfilling his duty to the
country, he conferred many invaluable and lasting benefits
upon it. But he was essentially an autocrat, exceptionally
imperious, self-willed, and self-sufficient. So he rode
rough-shod over all difficulties, among them the prejudices,
feelings, habits, traditions, and modes of thought of the
native community ; and would hrook no advice. Formerly
local rulers and other responsible authorities were expected
to convey information, and to tender suggestions, advice,
and opinions freely and frankly—and also to act upon their
own judgment in minor matters and in cases of urgency.
These were the traditional principles of administration by
which the empire had been built up. But Lord Dalhousie
practically changed all this. Instead of acting promptly
and resolutely on their own judgment, officers had to wait
for orders ; and advice or suggestion, except from a favoured
few, was apt to be regarded as unparalleled presumption;
so that many valuable sources of observation and informa-
tion naturaljy became closed, independent thought and
promptitude of action were checked, and public and official
spirit was greatly deadened.

We now come to Lord Canning's rule, under which this
tone of administration naturally continued, whilst, as a
matter of course, he was personally quite unequal to the
task of concentrating all springs of action in himself.

At the same time another and almost opposite result
was, that with the withdrawal of Lord Dalhousie's personal
sway, real vigorous control on the part of the supreme
Government ‘seemed to cease’a]together, and administrative
discipline was greatly weakened. Hence, though the old
tone among the higher officials was not restored, strong-
willed subordinates, feeling the relaxation, became inclined
to kick over the traces, ignore orders, and disregard
authority.

An instance of this occurred at once in Oude with very
mischievous results. Lord Dalhousie had, on his procla-
mation of the annexatiot, made certain promises which
protected the interests of the Talookdars of the Province,
.of the Royal Family, and of the dependants of the deposed
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king; and consequently, as has been already mentioned,
contentment at first prevailed. But very soon some of the
officials, whe*were at variance with the Chief Commissioner,
disregarded' orders, and in their judgments and actions -
violated the terms of the proclamation, and brought much
loss and misery on the influential classes. Hence the
Talookdars, naturally a turbulent body, were gradually
roused during the latter half of 1856 into a state of
exasperation that threatened evil results, and was indirectly
the first important outcome of Lord Canning's rule.

Of equal gravity, especially with respect to the.coming
mutiny, was ameasurewhich Lord Canning himself carried
out during hisfirst year, called the General Service Enlist-
ment Act. This made an entire revolution in the future
terms of service of the Sepoy army, as they would have to
be prepared to cross the Black Water (as they called the
ocean), despite caste or religious obligations. Would
Brahmins and Rajpoots enlist under such terms, or would
they give up military service as their .career? This
apparent attack on caste privileges seemed to fit in but too
well with the. sinister rumours which had, by this tine,
begun to spread respecting the aggressive intentions' of
Government against the creeds of the country. The matter
became an all-absorbing and agitating topic in the regi-
mental lines and in the families and homes of the Sepoys,
and was the first actual and tangible strain on the loyalty
of the men and their sense of their relations to the
State.

Then in January 1857 came the cartridge incident.

‘These several circumstances may now be usefully sum-
marized before proceeding to show their chief results and
the action to which they gave rise on the part of the
mal contents. '

I. There had been extensive annexations under L ord Dal-
housie, leading in the aggregate to a sinister impression, in
the native mind, of the greedy and grasping tendency of
Government, especially as the claims of loyalty and fidelity
appeared to carry no weight.

I'1.0ne of the annexations,'that of the Punjab, was
happy and fortunate, because wisely managed.

I'I'l. Those of Jhansi and Sattara were mischievous from
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the anxiety and irritation they created in the feudatory
States, in regard to the practice of adoption of heiYs.

V. The annexation of Oude was mischiévous because
it angered the Mahpmedan community. '

V. The native army had been allowed to attain to
overwhelming preponderance, and had been subjected to .
undue temptation. '

V1.1t had latterly been irritated, and its loyalty strained
by the General Service Enlistment Act.

VII.Lord Dahousie had, throughout his rule, dis-
couraged independent thought and action, and had exer-.
cised a very powerful personal and concentrated control.
Hence, on his departure, there was a reaction, leading to
insubordinate proceedings on the part of officials in Oude,
which exasperated the influential classes of the province.

We now come to the effect of these antecedents on the
chronic disaffection, and the action to which they led on
the part of the malcontents.

The annexations in general, though they produced
anxiety in the feudatory States, did not act much on those
already disaffected, beyond rousing their watchfulness and
increasing their suspicion and the discussion of the acts
and intentions of Government. The annexation of Jhansi,
however, from the excitement and ill-feeling it created
among the feudatory princes, led the disaffected at once to
take energetic measures.

The Mahomedans, always on the alert, were now excited
with hopes of the consequent support of the native States
and of the country generally; and the malcontents pro-
ceeded vigorously-to spread sinister and. seditious rumodrs,
and to intrigue with the army. On the one hand, they
pointed to the conquests and annexations of the British,
to their railways, telegraphs, and scientific—if not magical
—innovations,and alleged that they had reached to such
a pitch of pride and arrogance that they meant to ride
rough-shod over the rights, the castes, and the religions of
the country; on the other, they declared that the British
Power was a myth, that we had really been worsted by
the Russians in the Crimea, that our army was insig-
nificant, and that the Sepoys were ready to join in sub-
verting our rule. Such were the stories disseminated

-
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broadcast by the fakirs and other picked agents of the .
malcontent party.

After this,Ithe annexation of Oude roused still further
the activity* ‘of the Mussulmans. A nd the troops, which
had apparently been indifferent to the temptations held
_out to them, but whose loyalty had latterly been strained
by the General Service Act, now listened with attention
to the whispers of sedition, which quickly became more
loud and outspoken.

And then occurred in January 1857 what is known as
the cartridge incident. The musket with which the native
troops had been heretofore arrhed was about to be dis-
carded and replaced by a rifle. This rifle required cart-
ridges of a new kind; and these were accordingly being
made up in the Government factories near Calcutta. The
utmost care had heretofore been customary in preventing
the use of objectionable ingredients; but in the present
case the contractor had managed, without detection by the
authorities, to introduce as one of the lubricants, cows' fat,
the use of which would have involved contamination to a
Hindoo; though no lard or any other material that would
have contaminated Mussulmans had been used.

One day however in January, a factory workman was
having a squabble with a Sepoy, and taunted him with the
impending loss of all caste throughout the army, as the
cartridges they were about to use contained both hogs'
lard and cows fat. As the story was partly correct, and
-therefore could not be absolutely denied, it was believed
and adopted in full, and circulated swiftly through the
army. And thus a chance spark, but a very fiery one, fell
upon combustible material, and caught at once.

At this very time we were about to enter on a war with
Persia. Hence the state of public feeling seems to have
been this.

I. The Mahomedan community were specially excited
owing to the annexation of Oude, and the impending
attack on Persia, and were now further counting on the
certain accession to the malcgntent party of the angry
Talookdars of Oude.

Il .The native States were uneasy about the tendency
to annexation and the question of the adoption of heirs,
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but less so than before, owing to Lord Dalhousie's depart-
ure, and the influence of such men as Henry and Gfeorge
Lawrence, and such native statesmen as Salar Jung of
Hyderabad and Dinkur Rao of Gwalior.

I11. The country generally was agitated by the circulation
of various rumours ; and 'for all of them there had appeared ,
to be plausible grounds, except for those about interfer2nce
with caste and religion, for which heretofore there had been
no foundation save such as lay in the General Service Act.

IV. The army had been specially agitated by this Act
after having been already worked up to a vivid sense of its
preponderating power. '

Under such circumstances there could not have occurred
any more astounding fatuity than this cartridge blunder ;
made in a matter usually seen to with_especia care ; and
appearing to confirm the truth of the gravest charges of
the disaffected, rousing the malcontents to the fiercest
activity, staggering the loyal, and destroying the fidelity
of the army.

.Between the cartridge incident in January and the
Meerut outbreak in May 1857 events naturally became
more marked. The Persian war was carried on, and
practically came to an end just as the mutiny broke out.
" In Oude the tension became acute. The irritation of the
influential classes increased more and more. Dacoity
spread. Gangs of robbers infested the jungles and roads,
and in one case killed an English officer who tried to
capture them. And lastly, a fanatic Moulvie (or priest)
at Fyzabad defled the Government, and advanced towards
Lucknow proclaiming a jehad or religious war against
the English. Fortunately however in March, Sir Henry
Lawrence was transferred from Rajpootana, and appeared
on the scene in Oude. Assuming the Government‘, he
captured and imprisoned the Moulvie, dispersed the
dacoits, and killed their leader, Fuzl Ali. He then sum-
moned the nobles and Talookdars to a Durbar or meeting,
where he addressed them respecting their grievances ; and
from the promises he gave and the confidence he inspired
by hi high character and reputation, he succeeded in
sending them back to their homes fairly contented and
loyally disposed.
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While all this was going on and the excitement among
the Sepoys was markedly increasing, nothing of moment
was done b)} the Calcutta Government to reduce it or to
counteract its possible results; or even to clear up the
cartridge blunder. Its only resource seemed to lie in
. worthless proclamations, which were merely laughed at,
and did more harm than good. It even neglected, or
avoided to take advantage of, the marching season from
January to April to arrange for a better disposition of the
forces, the-protection of important positions, or the re-
tention of carriage for British troops in case it should
become necessary to move them. Allahabad was still
unprotected, although Sir James Outram had in the
previous May entreated both the Governor-General and
the Commander-in-Chief to garrison it with British troops.

This apathy or inertness was simply bewildering. It is
impossible to assume that the Government did not receive
ample warning of the mischief that was brewing. Much
was patent, beyond all question, to the ordinary public.
The Calcutta secretariats must have known from the
English merchants and traders at their very doors that
up-country business was at a standstill, and that the
political outlook was alarming. The only possible excuse
that can be suggested is, that Lord Canning was suffering
from the result of Lord Dalhousie's autocracy,—having to
lean on the class of Calcutta officials he had received as
his counsellors in preference to statesmen of eminence and
repute elsewhere, such as Sir Henry Lawrence. It may
also be conceded that the absence-of any man of mark
among the leaders of rebellion made it less easy to detect
the actual plots at work, or their instigators. But, what-
ever Lord Canning's motive, his policy was obviously that
of absolute inaction and abstention from precautionary
measures ; probably from the fear that they would only
tend to precipitate the crisis, and the hope that, if let
alone, the ferment might die out of itself.

As to the Sepoys, the flame lighted by the cartridge
incident, though it spread widely, did not flare up rapidly.
During January, February, and March, the only ebullitions
were in the direction of Calcutta, where regiments mutinied
at Barrackpore and I§erhampore. Next, incendiarism ap-
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peared in the camp of exercise at Umballa, to the north
of Delhi. The mutiny of a loca regiment followed on
May 3 a Lucknow, and then on the 10th cadie the great
outbreak at Meerut. These places are al- significant.
Barrackpore was cfose to the residence of the deposed
King of Oude in Calcutta, where a sort of Alsatia had
been created. Berhampore wes at the seet of the repre- -
sentatives of the Moghul Viceroy of Bengal; Umballa
was near Delhi, the Moghul capital; and Lucknow was
the capital, of the Moghul viceroys of Oude. These all
pointed to Moghul influence rather than to any spontaneous
action of the Sepoys themselves.

Of the outbreak itsdlf, the incidents are so well known
that they hardly need to be given here. Some cavary
troopers at Meerut, forty miles from Delhi, had been im-
prisoned for insubordination. On May 10th, their comrades,
roused by the taunts of the Bazar, riotously broke into the
jail, liberated the prisoners, and being then joined by the
rest of the Sepoys, went off in a body for Delhi. The
ruffiahs of the Bazar rose at the same time, and murder
and violence ensued ; but the British garrison of Meerut
remained patsive throughout, neither attacking nor pur-
suing the mutineers ; who, next day, reached Delhi, and
were welcomed by the Sepoys there and by the city
population. Then the palace of the puppet Emperor was
forcibly entered, and the restoration of the Moghul rule
was proc]aimed.

The reasonable inference from the course of events so
far ssams to be that the leading spirits of the rebellion lay
in the Moghul faction, and that the Sepoy army was used
as a catspaw through the operation of the cartridge in-
cident. Moreover this inference is corroborated by the
seditious correspondence that was being watched and de-
tected. At first it was mainly Mahomedan, very cautious
and in cipher. Afterwards when it soread among the
Sepoys it was more diffuse and readily detected, being in
ordinary language with crudely veiled allusions.



CHAPTER 11

ITSDEVELOPMENT

T H E revolt then began 'm force on the 10th and nth
May 1857, with the mutinies at Meerut and Delhi, and
the Proclamation of the Restoration of the Moghul Empire.
But the mutiny did not spread or extend further for three
weeks. The only immediate result of the revolt was the
cessation of the Pax Britannica, and the entire disorganiza-
tion of civil administration in those upper provinces; the
criminal classes and predatory tribes there at once showing
their teeth, and making life and property unsafe. This
halt of three weeks in the spread of the mutiny proved
incontestably that the Meenit outbreak was not a specific
or pre-arranged part of any concerted programme or ma-
tured plan; and that if it was actually connected with any
such scheme in preparation, it had been precipitated by
undue influences, and the scheme itself disconcerted and
more or less upset. No leaders came forward to guide
the revolt generally, or even to command in the concen-
tration and operations at Delhi.

The Army, in fact, was not yet prepared for the rising.
Its chiefs had not settled their plans, however busy they
may have been in arrangirg them. With the Moghul
party, on the other hand, the selection of Delhi as the seat
and centre of the rebellion was obviously a fundamental
point to be ensured, regardless of any other considerations;
and it had doubtless been pressed on all parties as the first
step to be taken in the revolt. It certainly was not taken
haphazard or on the spur of the moment; it had probably
been agreed on universally, and, except for the precipita-
tion, was a masterly move. The strength and political
importance of Delhi made its seizure a challenge which
forced the hand of the English, and fixed the vital struggle
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at the site where the only large body of English troops in
India could be most easily dealt with. Here they would
be hemmed in and cut off from their resources, and ought
soon to disappear, from sheer absence of means for re-
placing the losses which would befall them in righting and
from other causes. The insurgents, on the other hand,
might reasonably count on an ever-increasing accession of -
numbers, and the eventual concentration of a gigantic army.

During the three weeks then from the 10th to the end of
May no further troops joined the mutineers at Delhi except
from the immediate neighbourhood; nor did any revolts
take place elsewhere in response to the signal given at
Meerut, Let us see what advantage the Government and
the British took of this precious opportunity. Roused out
of their ostrich-like inertness, the Calcutta authorities ‘acted
. vigorously. They summoned troops from Burmah and
Madras, and forwarded all whom they could spare to
Benares and Allahabad. They sent for assistance to
Ceylon and the Mauritius. They hurried back the army
which had been employed in the Persian war, and also took
steps to stop and direct to India the expeditionary force
which had already started for China. Aid and reinforce-
ments from England were of course urgently applied for,
and General Anson, the' Commander-in-Chief, was pressed
to operate at once against the enemy at Delhi. At the
same time the commanding guidance which would have
come into force under Lord Dalhousie was wholly wanting.
Not meiely was every loc8l chief left entirely to his own
devices, or want of device, but no specific orders were given
on matters of imperial necessity, such as the security of
Dinapore, Allahabad, Cawnpore, or Agra.

The Commander-in-Chief endeavoured to collect a force
at Umballa for a move against Delhi, but he was paralysed
by the absolute want of transport of any kind—the result
of his own blindness to the disaffection that was raging,
and his own neglect of the precautions and preparations
that might consequently be required. And it therefore
took him nearly a month to collect a force of even 3,800
men, including native contingents, with which to begin
operations against Delhi.

Exceptionally energetic action was taken in two of the
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provinces; in the Punjab where John Lawrence ruled, and
in Oude where his brother Henry was at the helm.

In the Punjab the British force was large, and the mea-
sure whichiit, was therefore natural and easy to adopt there
was to coerce and disarm the Hindoostanee troops, to
whom the mutiny was thought to be confined. And this
was carried out forthwith wherever there were British
troops cantoned. Where native troops were isolated by
themselves, this, could not be done, and they generally
mutinied; but they were soon attacked by British troops
and destroyed or dispersed. ' The great Ferozepore arsenal
was promptly secured; a matter of great moment, as it
possessed the only means for supplying the siege-train and
equipment needed for Delhi. Moreover the powerful Sikh
chiefs'of Puttiala, Jheend, and Nabha, States on the Delhi
borders, were influenced into supporting the Government
with their contingents, and holding the country in our
interest. The Punjabees were roused into siding with the
British against the Hindoostanees, but it was not till a later
date that it was thought prudent to raise fresh local levies.

In Oude there was but the head-quarters of one weak
British regiment at Lucknow, in the midst of 3ome twenty
native battalions, and in the heart of the Fatherland of the
Sepoy race. Sir Henry Lawrence, therefore, held aloof
from any coercive measures against the native soldiery,
but prepared promptly for vigorous defence against any
that might prove hostile. He redistributed the troops,
telegraphed for and obtained the chief command, took
measures to retain the services of the Sikhs and the more
loyal men among the Sepoys, and, while securing the
Mutchi Bhown as a temporary place of refuge against
hneutes, started the construction of the Residency en-
trenchments, and the storage of supplies in view of a
prolonged defence against the attack of a powerful enemy.

In Agra, where there was a strong fortress, and a British
regiment, the native troops were disarmed. Nowhere else
in Upper India were there any steps taken that showed
any special and resolute recognition of the crisis. Allaha-
bad was not occupied or even strengthened. At Cawnpore,
Sir Hugh Wheeler abstained from any serious defensive pre-
parations, though he had an excellent site at hand in the
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magazine position, and was strongly urged by Sir Henry
Lawrence to utilize it, and to take other simple precautins.

The Governments of Madras and Bombay, 'and Bartle
Frere in Scinde, at once took measures for a careful watch
over their own provinces, and for assisting Bengal.

Such was the state of matters at the end of May, when
the spread of the mutiny really began. But the method
its spread showed as little concert as the outbreak Itself.
It occurred in five distinct groups,l each of which, instead
of co-operating with the others, took its own course and
line of action.

I. In the Punjab, the Sepfoys were checkmated by the
British taking the initiative, as has been already shown;
. only those on its southern borders succeeding in escaping
to join the enemy at Delhi.

| . In the north-west, all from Rohilkund in the east to
Neemuch and Nussecrabad on the west, and northwards
from that line, concentrated at Delhi, which constituted a
distinct .theatre of operations.?

[11.All in Oude, and to its immediate south and east
as fdr as Benares, remained in the Oude theatre of opera-
tions, to besiege Lucknow and oppose the advance of the
British army from the Calcutta base.

I'V. East and south of Benares, down to Bengal proper,
the Sepoys mutinied at intervals and hung about Dinapore
and Azimgurh, on theflank of the British advance, generally
avoiding any real fighting during 1857.

V. South of the Jumna, the mutineers, including the
Gwalior Contingent, remained in those districts compara-
tively inactive, as tHere were no English troops there for
them to contend with. They kept hovering, however, on
the bank of the Jumna, and threatening the flank of the
British on its north till towards the end of the year.

In all these five theatres, except the Punjab and the
eastern, most of the mutinies occurred in the first fort-

5 ! S mep of India.

This north-west or Delhi_group of mutinies included Rohilkund,
the mutineers from Whlch 0| ned In the Del hi theatre of operanons
and after our capture of Delhi_streamed off with the rest of the Delhi
rebel force into Oude, But Rohilkund is, in the map, coloured by

itself, because in the third dege of the war it consﬂtuted adistinct
theﬁre of operaions.
C
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night of June. In the eastern or the Dinapore group the
rising was later, not breaking out till towards the end of
July. In the Punjab the coercion of the Sepoys had been -
effected in May. ¢

Of these five groups then, or corps, of the Bengal native
army—one, the Punjab group, had been disposed of locally;
wo, the eastern and the southern, held aloof at this stage
fromjoining in the contest. Only the remaining two, the
north-west and the Oude groups, engaged in the struggle;
and they kept each to its own theatre of operations, instead
of uniting at Delhi, the vital point. '

So that the British force operating against Delhi had
only one corps instead of fiveto contend with. That corps
or group eventually numbered about 30,000 men; but it
resulted from the halt in the spread of the mutiny, that
when the British troops arrived before Delhi, the Sepoys
who had appeared and who then fought with them were only
about 8,000 (supported, however, by a crowd of unorganized
detachments and a large number of guns). The rest of the
30,000 men did not*join till later on. '

The contest at Delhi began on June 8th w'th the battle of
Badli Ke Serai, seven miles off. The British force, which
the Commander-in-Chief had managed to collect by that
time, amounted to only 3,800 men including native contin-
gents, and twenty-four guns. But they charged the enemy
drawn up on their front, defeated them, capturing twenty-
six guns, drove them into the city, and began its siege by
occupying the famous ridge that faces it on its north. For
two or three days designs were entertained of taking the
city by assault; but they were found impracticable, and the
force settled down to a prolonged siege; a singular siege,
however, for the enemy were gradually reinforced during
the month to their full eventual strength of 30,000, while*
the British force was augmented by supports from the
Punjab to only 6,500 men; and this left such adisproportion
in the relative strength of the two contending bodies that
the British, instead of being the assailants, were practically
standing on the defensive.  Such then was the development
of the mutiny at the end of June in the Delhi theatre of
operations.

In the Oude theatre“the contest began and developed on
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the 8th and the 30th June, the same dates as at Delhi*
The series of Mutinies began at Lucknow on May 30th,
followed by risings at Azimgurh, Benares, All&habad, and
Cawnpore, outside of Oude; and at Seetapore, Fyzabad,
Sultanpore, and the other stations within it. At Lucknow
and Benares the mutineers were driven off, and all, except
at Cawnpore, hovered about till they began to concentrats -
towards the east of Lucknow. At Allahabad the English
scored their first important success, a great stroke, which
has never been properly appreciated. It is the key of the
north-west, the site of a powerful fortress of the European
type, which was garrisoned by Brasyer's regiment of Sikhs.
Therewere no English troops. The Sepoy regiment outside
_rose on June 6th, and essayed to seize the fort. But the
Sikhs, under Brasyer's influence, opposed them, and. held
it for the British until supported a few days later by
Neill's Madras Fusiliers from Benares. Allahabad, thus
secured, practically formed an advanced base of operations,
and gaye a very different turn to the future of the war from
what it would have been but for Brasyer's intrepidity.

The contest itself began at Cawnpore. The troops there,
‘on ftiutinying, started for Delhi without molesting the
English residents; but the Nana Sahib persuaded them to
return on June 8th to beleaguer and destroy the British
detachment and residents. The story is too well known to
need repetition. It suffices to say that, as soon as the fall
of Cawnpore towards the end of the month became known
to them, the body of mutineers who had been collecting
eastward of Lucknow concentrated on'June 28th at Nuwab-
gunge. They were' joined by various adherents of the
late Oude dynasty, but by only three of the Talookdars.
On the, 30th they advanced on Lucknow, met a small force
of the garrison that had gone out to reconnoitre towards
Chinhut, defeated it, and drove it in with heavy loss; and
began the sege, of the Residency entrenchments, which Sir
Henry Lawrence had by this time constructed and armed
and stored.

Thus it was that the mutiny developed in the Oude
theatre of operations; the British being the besieged, in
contrast to the Delhi theatre, in which they were the
besiegers. And, as already mentioned, it was only in these
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two theatres of operations, or with these two groups of
mutineers out of the whole five, that, at this stage, the
rising developed in active conflict.

But, in saying that the mutiny of the Bengal army had
developed in five groups, it is not to be understood that the
whole of the native troops in these five groups or theatres
of revolt had mutinied. The Sikhs, the Punjabees, and the
Ghocrkas, as a rule, held aloof—both as regiments, and
also individually. Therising was almost entirely confined
to the Hindoostanees. And even of them many did not
join. Thus the 31st N. |. withstood the 42nd, and held
Saugor for the Government. The 13th at Lucknow remained
staunch. The 43rd at Barrackpore held the other troops in
check; Renny's native battery of horse artillery served on
the r-idgc at Delhi throughout the siege; and numerous
instances could be cited to show that by no means the
whole of even the Hindoostanees of the Bengal army had
joined in the revolt. Nor did the mutiny spread beyond
the Bengal army at all, though for a short time there
was some uneasiness in Bombay.

The Sepoys took unguestionably the lion's share in the
contest; practically they bore the whole brunt of it until
towards the end. In the five theatres of operations, the
civil administration being virtually at an end, the criminal
and predatory classes, the town ruffians, the retainers of
disloyal landholders, and occasionally Mahomedan zealots,
took part in the local conflicts; not doing so much, how-
ever, in thefighting line, as proving mischievous in harassing
the communications.

No rising occurred in any part of Bengal excejft in the
five theatres of mutiny. The only rising that took place
outside Bengal was in the southern Mahratta country, and
it was speedily suppressed.

No members of reduced dynasties joined the enemy, ex-
cept the Nana Sahib and the Ranee of Jhansi. The Nana
held himself ill-used as the lineal representative of the head
of the great Mahratta Confederacy, and had come under the
influence of the notorious Azimoolla. The Raneewas rank-
ling under the sense of wrongs from the British annexation
of Jhansi under the adoption question, in spite of the un-
swerving loyalty of the House. None of the great native
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rulers, Mahomedan, Mahratta, or Rajpoot, joined the revolt
at all, though Scindia'sand Holkar's people rosé against the
local British residents and troops. The puppet Emperor at
Delhi was merely a kandle for the Moghul party, and not
~really aleader of the rebellion.

Hence, as a fact, the great Rebellion, which this rising

was intended to be, and was on the verge of becoming, had
drifted into a war in which the Hindoostanees of the