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PREFACE.

This little book contains five Lecturcs on Palaya-
gars, delivered by me in Kannada, as the Mysore
University Extension Lectures, at Chikkamagalur in
January 1922. Palayagars were petty chieftains who
flourished during the days of the Vijayanagar Empire,
ruling over small states of varying size and exercising all
sovereign authority in their own petty kingdoms. A
regular history of these Vassals will supply some reliable
magterial for the futurc history of Vijayanagar. Their
foreign policy was so intertwined with that central
authority on the banks of the Tungabhadra,-that with-
out these Vassals the emperors will dwindle into' mere
figure heads. B

These Palayagars have left indelible marks of im-
provement in the country over which they ruled. The
most advanced Revenue systemn under Sivappa Nayak
of Ikkeri; the peculiar items of State Revenue and the
Begar service which is a part of the Local-Self Govern-
ment of the modern times, under the Chitaldrug
Palayagars; the system of wmilitia, justice and modera-
tion in the State of Gummanayakanapalaya ; the moral
tone that prevailed in the Hagalavadi State etc., are
such that will do credit to any civilised country. The
valour or heroism which we read about in the legendary
stories of the Puranas were transformed into actual
facts in the actions of these Palayagars. In every
respect they reseubled their European compeers, the
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feudal lords of’the middle ages. The traces of their
rule can even now be found in all the parts once
governed by them. The facts relating to them have
now fallen into oblivion, and some of the old scanty
materials are in the possession of people who are un-
willing to part with them. Asfarias I have had opportu-
nities of ransacking this old stock of information, T
find that the real history of the countries south of the
river Godavari will be entirely incomplete, if it do not
contain an account of these states from their foundation
up to their extinction. My poor attempt to search for
these old materials has met wit!1 partial success in
respect of only a few of the Palayagar states or Palaya-
puts. Readers that desire to have fuller information
will have to resort to the histories of these states
which will be published in future.

These lectures give a short sketch of the salient
points about a few of the states as shown in the
syllabus printed herewith. I express my thanks to the
Mysore University for having given me an opportunity
to lay before the learned public the scanty materials
that I have collected about this main subject which, as
a collateral question, is not less important than the
“ History of the forgotten Empire.” My sincere thanks
are due to our grand old man of Mysore, Mr. M. Ven-
kata Krishnaiya, Retired Head- Master of the Mari-
mallappa’s School for having first published these
Lectures in the Civic and Social Journal.

M. S. PUTTANNA,
25th Dee, 1923. Basavanagudi, Bangalore City.
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