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The Yearbook on Human
Rights for 100 has been pre-
pared by the Human Rights
Division of the Department of
Social Affairs, United Nations
Secretariat, in accordance with a
resolution of the Economic and
Social Council which requested
the Secretary-General to arrange
for “the compilation and pub-
lication of a yearbook on law
and usage relating to human
rights, the first edition of which
should include all declarations
and bills on human rights now
in force in the various coun-
tries. . .” It is the first of a series
of annual volumes which will
record the changes in laws and
usages relating to human rights
throughout the world.

The Yearbook contains the
texts of all Bills of Rights in
effect on 31 Deccember 1946,
all other constitutional provi-
sions relating to human rights
in effect on 31 December 1946,
and the most important ordinary
laws relating to human rights
promulgated during 1940. In
addition, in the case of those
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countries liberated from enemy
occupation during 1944 and
1945, the Yearbook includes the
most important ordinary laws re-
lating to human rights promul-
gated in those countries during
1945.

Since certain countries have
no written constitutions and since
the constitutions of other coun-
tries contain no general provi-
sions relating to human rights,
the Yearbook presents a series of
statements, prepared by eminent
authorities, relating to human
rights in these countries. In addi-
tion the Yearbook on Human
Rights for 1046 contains a series
of eleven studies which survey
the question of the principles of
human rights in a number of
countries or which outline recent
legal changes regarding human
rights.

The remarkable scope of the
Yearbook is indicated by the fact
that it contains extracts from
constitutions and other legisla-
tion, statements and studies for a
total of seventy-three countries.

The Yearvook on Human
Rights for 106 is provided with
a full index as well as an up-to-
date bibliography. The volume
is a unique and authoritative
compilation of source materials
which will be of permanent
value to government officials,
lawyers, political scientists, stu-
dents, and teachers, as well as to
men and women throughout the
world who have placed their
trust in the United Nations, one
of whose purposes is “to achieve
international co-operation . . .
in promoting and encouraging
respect for human rights and for
fundamental freedoms for all
:without distinction as to race,
sex, language, or religion.”
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INTRODUCTION
I

At its second session the Economic and Social Council, taking note of the recommendation of the
Nuclear Commission on Human Rights, adopted a resolution requesting the Secretary-General to make
arrangements for:

“(a) the compilation and publication of a yearbook on law and usage relating to human rights, the
first cdition of which should include all deelarations and bills on human rights now in foree in the
various countries, . . M

This issue of the Yearbook, prepared in compliance with that resolution, contains provisions con-
cerning human rights in force on 31 December 1946 taken from the constitutions of all countries, as
well as various legislative texts on the same subject.

II

Human rights may he guaranteed by constitutional provisions, ordinary legislation (laws and regu-
lations) and court deeisions. The Yearbook deals only with constitutional provisions and ordmary
legislation.

A. Counstitutions

The constitutions written at the end of the ecighteenth century had a twofold purpose: to proclaim
human rights and to establish the framework of the organization of the State. Usually the declaration
of human rights appeared at the beginning and the latter part of the constitution was devoted to the
organization of the State. Subsequent constitutions generally followed this pattern. Some of the later
constitutions, however, contained no bill of rights. Human rights were either not mentioned at all, or
were included among other constitutional provisions. Even when there was a declaration of rights,
additional references to human nights were often found in other parts of the constitution.

All constitutional provisions relating to human rights have been included in this Yearbook.

Certain countries, such as the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, have no
written constitution. The constitutions of some other countries, including Australia, Canada, New
Zealand and the Union of South Africa, contain no general provisions coneerning human nghts. In
these countries the observance of human nghts is guaranteed by the ordinary law; ie. common law,
court deeisions, Act of Parliament and codes, ete? The Yearbook contams statements by quahfied
jurists on the law and usage relating to human rights in such countries.

B. Ordinary Legislation

Even where the constitution contains specific provisions relating to human rights and fundamental
freedoms it is sometines useful to supplement the study of thesc provisions by examination of the
machinery established for their application and enforecement (ordinary laws, sometimes supplemented
by deerees, by-laws, cdicts, cte.). Thus the exercise of freedom of the press or freedom of association
is often governed by elaborate rules. The decisions of courts also contribute to the development of the
law.

The laws and regulations relating to human rights were found to be so numerous that only a sclee-
tion could be included in the Yearbook. Since cach issue relates to a single year, only those laws and
regulations which eame into foree in 1946 would normally appear in this volume. However, some ordin-
ary legislation adopted before 1946 has been added in the case of countries liberated in 1944 and 1945
in order to give a clear picture of the recent development of human rights in those countries.

The Yearbook contains statements and studies deseribing and commenting on the law relating to
human rights in sixteen countries, and indieating any recent changes in the law. The statements are in
licu of written constitutional texts where none exist or where the constitution does not mention human
rights. The studics, on the other hand, deal with certain countries where there are constitutional pro-
visions relating to human rights. In addition to five statements, there are eight studies which deal
with the principles of human rights in general, and five studies which deal with speeific questions ir
this field or describe the recent evolution of the law governing human rights.

*Journal of the Kconomic and Social Council, First Year, No. 29, page 521.

*It was to_cover the cases of countries which have no written constitution that the Economic and
Social Council adopted the formula proposed by the United Kingdom delegate, Mr. Philipps, namely,
“Law and usage relating to human rights” (document E/SOC/DC/3, p. 4, 13 June 1946).

ix



The statements or studies relating to Australia, China, Czcchoslovakia, New Zealand, Poland, Sweden,
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and United Kingdom were written by experts designated by these
governments, or by delegates or officials of the government concerned. Those concerning Belgium,
Canada, Cuba, France, Italy, Lebanon, Mexico, and the United States of America were prepared by
experts selected by the Secretariat. Thesc statements and studies, however, are to be considered as
representing the personal views of their authors.

III

In the preparation of this Yearbook every effort has been exerted to make it as complete as the
facilities available would allow, and strict impartiality and objectivity have been maintained through-
out. It is recognized that the first issue represents an experiment; and any comments or suggestions for
its improvement that Member States of the United Nations, the Economic and Social Council, or the
Commission on Human Rights may care to make will be welcomed. It is hoped that the Yearbook
will provide a useful working document for governments, national and international organizations, and
agencies concerned with the promotion of respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental
freedoms.

The Secretariat wishes to extend its warmest thanks to Professor B. Mirkine-Guctzévitch, who
assumed the main burden of preparing and editing the Yearbook, and to Professor E. Hamburger,
who shared in this task. The Secretariat further cxtends its thanks to the following persons who
supplied information, suggestions, statements and studies:

Hussein Ala, Iranian Ambassador, Washington, D.C.; Dr. Pedro de Alba, Acting Director of the
Pan-American Union, Washington, D.C.; Dr. Arturo Alessandri, formerly Rector of the University
of Santiago, Chile; J. A. C. C. Alexander, Deputy, United Kingdom Delegation to the United Nations;
Dr. Ricardo J. Alfaro, Minister for Foreign Affairs, Head of the Panamanian Delegation to the United
Nations; Marc Ancel, Judge of the Paris Court of Appeals, General Secretary of the Institute of
Comparative Law, University of Paris; Stratis G. Andreades, Professor at the University of Athens,
Greece; Husyin Ragip Baydur, Turkish Ambassador, Washington, D.C., Head of the Turkish Delegation
to the United Nations; Faruk N. Berkol, Second Secretary, Turkish Embassy, Washington, D.C.;
M. Bolstad, Acting Consul-General of Norway, New York; Leo Borochowicz, New York; Hugh Borton,
Chief, Division of Japanese Affairs, Department of State, Washington, D.C.; Miss Jcanne Brand,
Documents Officer, United States Delegation to the United Nations; Eyvind Bratt, Consul, Adviser
to the Swedish Delegation to the United Nations; Helgi P. Briem, Consul-General of Iceland, New
York; Miss Nelly X. Burgos, Assistant, Information Service, Philippine Embassy, Washington, D.C.;
Dr. A. 8. de Bustamante y Montoro, Member of the Academy of Arts and Letters and of the Academy
of Advanced Legal Studies, Professor at the University of lavana, Cuba; Choucri Cardahi, First
President of the Supreme Court, formerly Minister of Justice, Professor at the Academy of Interna-
tional Law, The Hague, Professor at the French School of Law at Beirut, Lebanon; Sir Cecil Carr,
King’s Counscl, Counsel to the Speaker of thc House of Commons, LL.D., Cambridge University, and
Hon. LL.D., Columbia University; René Cassin, President of the Council of State, Professor at the
Paris Faculty of Law, Vice-Chairman of the United Nations Nuclear Commission on Human Rights;
Dr. Chung-fu Chang, Adviser to the Chincse Delegation to the United Nations; John S. Chapin,
Division of Central European Affairs, Department of State, Washington, D.C.; Boyan Choukanoff,
Press Secretary, Bulgarian Political Mission, Washington, D.C.; Raymond Christinger, Vice-Consul,
Swigs Consulate General, New York; Miss Jacqueline Coblens, B.A., Hunter College, New York;
Dr. H. Coreth, Secretary of the Austrian Legation, Washington, D.C.; S. Correa da Costa, Secretary of
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AFGHANISTAN

FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF THE GOVERNMENT OF AFGHANISTAN!
of 31 October 1931

GENERAL PRINCIPLES

Art. 1. The faith of Afghanistan is the sacred
faith of Islam, and the official religion and that
of the population in general is the Hanafi re-
ligion. The King of Afghanistan should be a fol-
lower of this religion. Followers of other religions,
such as Hindus and Jews, who live in Afghanistan,
provided they do not infringe the ordinary rules
of conduct and propriety, also enjoy protection.

GENERAL RIGHTS OF AFGHAN SUBJECTS

Art. 9. All persons residing in the Kingdom of
Afghanistan are called Afghan subjects without
any distinction of creed and religion. Afghan
nationality is acquired or lost in accordance with
the nationality laws.

Art. 10. All Afghan subjects, although required
to observe the injunctions and prohibitions of
their Government in religious and political mat-
ters, are free to enjoy all rights conferred by
Shariat law. !

Art. 11. There is no interference with personal
liberty. No one is imprisoned or punished with-
out an order in accordance with the Shariat or
the appropriate laws. The practice of slavery is
forbidden in Afghanistan. No male or female may
keep any person as a slave.

Art. 12. Afghan subjects are frce, within the
limits of the appropriate regulations, in all mat-
ters relating to trade, industry and agriculture.

Art. 13. All Afghan subjects have equal rights
and duties under the Shariat law and the law of
the State.

Art. 14. Any Afghan subject, according to his
ability and capacity, is taken into Government
rervice as required.

Art. 15. In Afghanistan the movable and im-
wovable property of everyone is protected. In
the event of any immovable property being re-
quired by Government in the public interests, the
value of it will be paid to the owner according to
Shariat law and the special code concerned, be-
fore it is taken over.

! British and Foreign State Papers, Vol. 134, 1931,
pp. 1192-1204; and Helen Miller Davis, Constitu-
tions, Electoral Laws, Treaties of States in the Near
and Middle East (Foreword by B. Mirkine-Guetzé-
vitch), Duke University Publications, Durham, N.C,,
Duke Umverslty Press, 1947, pp. 4-17.

Art. 16. The residence of every Afghan subject
is safe from every sort of interference. No official
or other person may enter a private residence
without an order under Shariat law or the law of
the land.

Art. 17. Confiscation of both movable and im-
movable property is forbidden, with the exception
of that belonging to persons residing abroad mak-
ing propaganda or intrigues against the Afghan
Government,

Art. 18. Levies of money and foreed labour are
prohibited, except during time of war.

Art. 19. The rack and other kinds of torture
are absolutely abolished. No punishment can be
inflicted which is not prescribed by the law of the
land and the sacred Shariat law.

Art. 20. Primary education for the children of
Afghan subjects is compulsory.

Art. 21. In Afghanistan, instruction in the
knowledge of Islam is unrestricted. Every Afghan
subject is permitted to impart Islamic religious
instruction. Foreigners, however, with the excep-
tion of those engaged to teach arts, industries and
foreign languages, are not permitted to open and
conduct schools in the Kingdom of Afghanistan.

Art. 22. The public schools in Afghanistan are
under the supervision of the Government, so that
the education and culture imparted by these insti-
tutions may, without infringing the articles of the
Islamic faith, provide the benefits which acerue
from the study of literature, art and scicnce. But
there will be no interference with principles of
education which are concerned with the faith and
religion of the Ahl-i-Zimma.!

Art. 23. Publications and newspapers of Af-
ghanistan, such as are not against religion, are
under no restrictions save as provided by the spe-
cial law relating to them. The right of publishing
news belongs only to the Government and to
Afghan subjects. The entry into Afghanistan of
foreign newspapers which do not contain matter
against religion and the policy of the Afghan
Government is unrestricted.

Art. 24. The settlement of personal disputes
and other matters between subjects falls within

! Ahl-i-Zimma, ie. the “Ahl-i-Kitab” (“people of
the Book”; viz., Jews and Christians) who are under
the protection of a Moslem ruler.
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the province of the courts of justice and other
official departments connected therewith, and such
persons as are not satisfied with a decision and
order of a court may appeal to higher authorities
up to the ministry concerned and, if still not satis-
fied, to the Prime Minister and His Majesty the
King.

Art. 25. Fixed revenues and taxes are recov-
ered in accordance with a separate code.

Art. 26. Nothing may be recovered from any

one beyond what is laid down in the Government
codes.

MISCELLANEOUS PRINCIPLES

Art. 109. Immunity of correspondence is one of
the rights of the people. Letters and other com-
munications from the public on which postage has
been paid will not be opened by any post office or
at any other place, except under an order of
search from a court, but will be delivered closed
to the addressee.



ALBANIA

CONSTITUTION OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA®
of 15 March 1946

Part I
FUNDAMENTAL PROVISIONS

Title 2
SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC STRUCTURB

Art. 5. In the People’s Republic of Albania the
means of production comprises all the wealth of
the people owned by the State, the co-operative
organizations of the people, and private indi-
viduals whether real or legal entities.

The wealth of the people includes mines and all
other subsurface resources, as well as waterways,
natural wealth, forests, pasture land, airways,
postal service, telegraph, telephone, radio stations
and banks.

Art. 6. In order to protect the vital interests
of the people and to improve the standard of
living, and in order to exploit all the economic
forces, the State undertakes to direct economic
life and development by an over-all planned
economy. The State, by controlling its cconomy
and the co-operatives, exercises a general control
over private economy as well.

The State, in order to carry out the gencral
economic plen, relies on the trade unions of the
working men and civil servants, the co-operatives
of the peasants, and other organizations of the
labouring masses.

Art. 7. The State regulates and directs by law
the use of the collective wealth of the people. The
collective wealth of the people is especially
favoured by the State.

Art. 8. The State is especially interested in the
co-operative movement of the people, which it
favours and assists.

Art. 9. Private property and private initiative
are guaranteed by the State. Private inheritance is
guaranteed. Nobody may use private property to
the detriment of the public.

Private property may be limited and, when the
general welfare of the community calls for it, it
may be expropriated by a law, which shall pro-
vide in each case what shall be the amount of
compensation to the owner.

Likewise other branches of economy or enter-
prise may also be nationalized whenever the inter-
est of the people demands or requires it.

1 Albanian text in Asambleja Kushtetonjése. Statut:
1 Republikes Popullore te Shgiperise. Tirane 1946.
English text through the courtesy of Mr. Behar
Shtylla, Secretary-General of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Tirana.

Monopolies, trusts, cartels, etc., created for the
purpose of imposing prices and monopolizing mar-
kets to the detriment of national economy, are
prohibited.

Art. 10. The land belongs to those who till it.
The conditions under which an institution or a
person can own land which they do not cultivate
shall be established by law.

Large estates may in no circumstances be owned
by private individuals.

The maximum amount of land that may be
owned individually is determined by law.

The State especially favours and protects the
small and middle peasants by its economic policy,
by means of credit, and by its taxation system.

Art. 11. The State, by means of economic and
other measures, encourages the working classes to
unite and organize themselves against economic
exploitation.

The State protects the workers by guaranteeing
them the right to organize, by limiting their hours
of work, and by establishing minimum wages. The
State supports the workers by means of social
security laws and vacations with pay at the ex-
pense of the employers.

The State especially protects minors by regu-
lating their employment.

Title 38
RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF CITIZENS

Art. 12.  All citizens are cqual before the law.
They must obey the Constitution and all laws of
the land. No privilege because of family, position
in life, wealth or cultural level is recognized.

Art. 13. All citizens are equal regardless of
nationality, race, or religion. Any act which grants
privileges or takes away rights from any citizen
because of nationality, race or religion is uncon-
stitutional and carries with it punishments as pro-
vided by law. It is unconstitutional and punish-
able by law to stir up hatred and dissension
among nationalities, races, or religions.

Art. 14. All citizens who have reached the age
of eighteen are eligible to elect and be elected in
all organs of government, regardless of sex,
nationality, race, creed, cultural level or residence.

Members of the armed forces also have these
rights.

The right to vote is universal, equal, direct and
by secret ballot.
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The right to vote is forfeited by those who have
been disqualified by law.

Art. 15. Women are equal to men in all walks
of life, private, political, or social.

Women shall receive the same pay as men for
the same work; and women have similar rights
with regard to social security.

The Government especially protects the inter-
ests of mothers and young children, by assuring
vacations with pay before and after childbirth,
and also by building maternity hospitals and
nurseries.

Art. 16. Freedom of conscience and religion is
guaranteed to all citizens.

The church is separated from the State.

Religious communities are free to exercise and
practise their creeds.

It is forbidden to use the church and religion
for political purposes.

Likewise, political organizations based on re-
ligion are also forbidden.

The State may assist religious communities
materially.

Art. 17. Marriage and family are protected by
the State. The legal conditions of marriage and
family are fixed by law.

Legal marriages can be performed only by com-
petent representatives of the Government. After
celebrating a civil marriage a citizen may celebrate
a religious marriage according to the rules of his
creed.

The courts of the State only are competent to
determine all questions concerning marriage.

Parents have the same obligations towards their
illegitimate children as to those born in wedlock.
Illegitimate children have the same rights as those
born in wedlock.

Art. 18. Freedom of speech, freedom of the
press, freedom of organization, freedom of assem-
bly and of public demonstration are guaranteed to
all citizens.

Art. 19. Personal inviolability is guaranteed to
all citizens. Nobody can be arrested for more
than three days without a court warrant or with-
out the approval of the district attorney.

No person shall be punished for a erime with-
out the decision of a competent judge in conform-
ity with the law which defines the crime and the
competence of the court,

No punishment shall be determined and in-
flicted except as prescribed by law.

No person shall be punished without a hearing
or without being summoned to defend himself
according to law, except in a case where his
absence is legally established.

The administrative organs of the State may give
jail sentences for common law misdemeanours as
preseribed by law.

No citizen may be exiled or interned within the
State, except as prescribed by law.

The People’s Republic of Albania protects the
rights of its citizens in foreign lands.

Art. 20. A home cannot be violated.

No person can enter a house and search it
against the wishes of the owner, except when he
holds a court order in his hands.

No search can be made except in the presence
of two witnesses. The owner of the house also has
a right to be present.

Art. 21. The secrecy of mail and other corre-
spondence cannot be violated except in cases of
eriminal investigation, military mobilization, or
state of war.

Art. 22. In the People’s Republic of Albania
work is a privilege and a duty.

Every citizen has a right to be paid according
to his work and to receive from society as much
as he gives to it.

Art. 23. Al citizens have a right to be em-
ployed in government work according to specific
regulations laid down by law.

Citizens appointed or elected to public office are
bound to perform their duties conscientiously.

Art. 24. Tt is the duty of the State adequately
to support disabled soldiers at public expense and
to enable them to resume their work. The State
shall support the families of those who died in
battle and of all war victims.

Art. 25. The State takes care of the health of
the people by organizing and controlling health
service, hospitals, and sanatoria.

Art. 26. The State takes care of the physical
education of the people, especially that of the
youth, with a view to improving health and in-
creasing the capacity of the people for work and
the defence of the State.

Art. 27. Freedom of scientific and artistic work
is guaranteed. The State promotes science and the
arts in such a way as to further the culture and
welfare of the public.

The rights of authors are protected by law.

Art. 28. In order to raise the cultural level,
the State gives to all classes of people every chance
to attend schools and other cultural institutions,

The State is particularly interested in the educa-
tion of the young.

Minors are protected by law.

The schools belong to the State. Private schools
can be opened only by special permission. All their
activities are supervised by the State. Elementary
education is free and obligatory.

Schools are separate from the church.

Art. 29. Citizens have the right to petition
State organs for redress of wrongs.

Citizens have the right to complain against any
illegal or irregular decision of an administrative
organ of the State.

Art. 30. Every citizen can complain in com-
petent courts against officials who have acted un-
justly in the discharge of dnty.
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Art. 81. Citizens are entitled to seek from the
State or from an official compensation for dam-
ages incurred as a result of illegal or irregular
punishment.

Art. 32. Defence of the country is the highest
duty and greatest privilege of any citizen.

Treachery against the people is the greatest
crime.

Military service is obligatory for all citizens.

Art. 33. Every citizen must pay taxes accord-
ing to his income.

The State fixes taxes, and exemption from the
same is determined by law.

Art. 34. Citizens cannot use the rights given

them by this constitution in order to change the
constitutional regime of the People’s Republic of
Albania in an undemocratic manner. Any act of
this kind is illegal and carries with it punishment
ag prescribed by law.

Art. 35. In the People’s Republic of Albania
national minorities enjoy all the rights enjoyed
by other citizens, as well as freedom to use their
own language and to develop their own culture.

Art. 36. The People’s Republic of Albania gives
the right of refuge to citizens of other countries
who are persecuted for their activities on behalf
of democracy, national liberation, rights of the
workers, or scientific and cultural freedom.
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CONSTITUTION OF THE ARGENTINE NATION!
of 1 May 1853

FIrsT PART

DECLARATIONS, RIGHTS AND
GUARANTEES

Art. 2. The federal government supports the
Roman Catholic Apostolic Church.

Art. 5. Each province shall adopt for itself a
constitution, under the republican, representative
system, in accordance with the principles, declara-
tions, and guarantees of the national constitution,
ensuring its administration of justice, municipal
government, and primary education. Under these
conditions, the federal government guarantees to
each one of the provinces the enjoyment and
exercise of its institutions.

Art. 8. The citizens of each province enjoy all
the rights, privileges, and immunities inherent in
the status of citizens in the others. The extradi-
tion of criminals is a reciprocal obligation among
all the provinces.

Art. 14. All inhabitants of the nation enjoy the
following rights, in accordance with the laws that
regulate their exercise—namely, of working and
practising any legal industry; of navigating and
trading; of petitioning the authorities; of entering,
remaining in, travelling through, and leaving Argen-
tine territory; of publishing their ideas through
the press without previous censorship; of using
and disposing of their property; of associating for
useful purposes; of freely professing their religion;
of teaching and learning.

Art. 16. In the Argentine nation there are no
slaves; the few that exist today are free from the
promulgation of this constitution; and a special
law shall regulate whatever indemnifications this
declaration may give rise to. Any contract for
the purchase or sale of persons is a crime for which
those committing it, and the notary or officer
authorizing it, shall be responsible. And slaves,
whatever the manner in which they shall be intro-
duced, shall be free by the mere fact of setting
foot on the territory of the Republic.

! Extracts from the translated constitutions of the
Latin  American States—with the exception of
Ecuador and Haiti—are printed, by permission
of the editors and publisher, from The Constitutions
of the Americas (Russell H. Fitzgibbon, Editor-in-
Chief; Cullen B. Gosnell, William A. Strozier, and
William 8. Stubbs, Associate Editors), to be pub-
lished by the University of Chicago Press.

Spanish text of the Argentine Constitution in
Constitucion de la Nacidn Argentina. Buenos Aires,
1939.

Art. 16. The Argentine nation does not admit
prerogatives of blood or of birth; in it there are
no personal privileges, nor titles of nobility. All
its inhabitants are equal before the law, and ad-
missible for employment without any other
requisite than fitness. Equality is the basis of
taxation and of the public burdens.

Art. 17. Property is inviolable, and no inhabi-
tant of the nation can be deprived thereof except
by virtue of a sentence founded on law. Expro-
priation for reasons of public utility must be auth-
orized by law and previously compensated. The
Congress alone imposes the taxes mentioned in
Article 4. No personal service can be required
except by virtue of a law or sentence based on
law. All authors or inventors are exclusive pro-
prietors of their work, invention, or discovery for
the term granted them by law. The confiscation of
property is stricken out for ever from the Argen-
tine penal code. No armed body may make
requisitions, or demand assistance of any kind.

Art. 18. No inhabitant of the nation may be
punished without previous trial, based on a law
passed earlier than the date of the offence, nor tried
by special commissions, nor removed from the
judges designated by law before the date of the
trial. No one can be compelled to testify against
himself or be arrested except by virtue of a written
order from a competent authority. The defence,
by trial, of the person and of rights is inviolable.
The domicile is inviolable, as also epistolary cor-
respondence and private papers; and a law shall
determine in what cases and for what reasons their
search and seizure may be allowed. The penalty of
death for political offences, all kinds of torture,
and whipping, are for ever abolished. The prisons
of the nation shall be healthy and clean, for the
safety and not for the punishment of the prisoners
confined in them; and any measure that under
pretext of precaution inflicts on them hardship
beyond what the nation demands, will bring
responsibility upon the judge who authorizes it.

Art. 19. The private actions of men that in no
way offend public order or morality, nor hurt a
third party, are subject only to the judgment of
God' and are exempt from the authority of the
magistrates. No inhabitant of the nation shall be
obliged to do what the law does not command, nor
deprived of what it does not forbid.

Art. 20. Aliens enjoy in the territory of the
nation all the civil rights of the citizens; they may

6
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exercise their industry, commerce, and profession;
own landed property, purchase it and sell it; navi-
gate the rivers and coasts; freely practise their
religion; make their wills and marry in accordance
with the laws. They are not obliged to assume

citizenship, or to pay forced extraordinary taxes.

They may obtain naturalization by residing for
two continuous years in the nation; but the auth-
orities may shorten this term in favour of anyone
so requesting, on adducing and proving services to
the Republic.

Art. 21. Every Argentine citizen is obliged to
arm himself in defence of the fatherland and of this
Constitution, in accordance with whatever laws the
Congress shall enact for the purpose and with the
decrees of the national executive. Citizens by
naturalization are free to render this service or not
for a term of ten years counting from the date
on which they obtain their letters of citizenship.

Art. 22. 'The people do not deliberate or govern
except through their representatives and auth-
orities created by this constitution. Any armed
force or meeting of persons assuming the rights
of the people and petitioning in the latter’s name,
commits the crime of sedition.

Art. 23. In case of internal commotion or
foreign attack endangering the exercise of this
constitution and of the authorities created by it,
the province or territory in which the disturbance
of order exists shall be declared in a state of siege,
the constitutional guarantees there being suspended.
But during this suspension the President of the
Republic shall not condemn by himself nor apply
penalties. His power shall be limited, in such a
case, with respect to persons, to arresting them
or conveying them from one point of the nation
to another, if they should not prefer to leave
Argentine territory.

Art. 24, The Congress shall promote the
amendment of the present legislation in all its
branches, and the establishment of trials by juries.

Art. 25. The federal government shall develop

European immigration, and shall not be able to
restrict, limit, or burden with any tax whatsoever
the entrance into Argentine territory of aliens who
arrive with the object of tilling the ground, im-
proving the industries, and introducing and teach-
ing the sciences and arts.

Art. 26. Navigation of the internal rivers of
the nation is free for all flags, subject only to the
regulations that are enacted by the national
authority.

Art. 28. The principles, guarantces, and rights
recognized in the foregoing articles shall not be
altered by the laws that are to regulate their
exercise.

Art. 29. The Congress shall not confer on the
national exccutive, nor the provincial legislatures
on the governors of the provinces, extraordinary
powers, or the whole of the public authority, nor
grant them submission or supremacy whereby the
life, honour or fortunes of Argentines will be at the
mercy of governments or of any person whatever.
Acts of this nature are irreparably invalid, and will
bring whoever performs, allows, or signs them,
under the responsibility and penalties of infamous
traitors to the Fatherland.

Art. 31. This constitution, the laws of the
nation enacted by the Congress in conscquence
thereof, and treaties with foreign powers, are the
supreme law of the nation; and the authorities of
each province are obliged to conform to them, not-
withstanding any provision to the contrary that the
provincial laws or constitutions may contain, ex-
cept, for the Province of Buenos Aires, the treaties
ratified after the pact of 11 November 1859.

Art. 32. The federal Congress shall not enact
laws that restrict the liberty of the press or that
establish federal jurisdiction over it.

Art. 33. The declarations, rights, and guaran-
tees that the Constitution enumerates shall not be
considered as a denial of other rights and guaran-
tees not enumerated, but which rise from the
principle of the sovereignty of the people and of
the republican form of government.

PROVINCES OF ARGENTINA

CONSTITUTION

OF THE PROVINCE OF BUENOS AIRES'

of 23 November 1934

SecrioN I

DECLARATIONS, RIGHTS AND
GUARANTEES
Art. 6. The right of all men to worship
Almighty God freely and publicly according to the
dictates of their conscience is inviolable in the ter-
ritory of the province.

! Spanish text in Constitucidn de la Provincia de
Buenos Aires, 3" edicién oficial, La Plata, 1937.
English transiation from the Spanish text i)y the
United Nations Secretariat.

Art. 7. The exercise of religious freedom, recog-
nized in the foregoing article, is subject to the
requirements of morality and public order.

Art. 8. The government of the province shall
help to support the Roman Catholic Apostolic
Church in accordance with the provisions of the
national constitution.

Art. 9. All inhabitants of the province are, by
their nature, free and independent and have a
perfect right both to defend their lives, liberty,
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reputation, security and property, and to have
them protected. No one may be deprived of these
rights except by way of penalty, in accordance
with law enacted prior to the act with which he
is charged, and legal sentence by a competent
judge.

Art. 10. All inhabitants of the province are
equal in the eyes of the law, which must be one
and the same for all persons and have uniform
effect and force.

Art. 11. Freedom to express thoughts and
opinions by any means is a right guaranteed to
all inhabitants of the province.

The legislature shall not enact preventive meas-
ures, or laws or regulations, which restrain, restrict
or limit the freedom of the press.

Only acts constituting common law offenses may
be considered as abuses of the freedom of the press.
The determination of penalties for such acts shall
rest with the legislature, and they shall be tried by
the judges and the common courts. So long as no
relevant law is enacted, the penalties provided by
the National Penal Code shall be applied.

Offences committed through the medium of the
press shall never be considered heinous. Printing
presses and accessories shall not be subject to con-
fiscation during proceedings as instruments of the
offence. Justification shall always be an admissible
defence, whenever the official conduct of public
officials or employees is in question.

Art. 12. The right of peaceful assembly to dis-
cuss public or private affairs is guaranteed to all
inhabitants of the province, provided that they
do not disturb public order, as is also the right of
individual or collective petitioning of all and each
of their authorities, whether to request mercy or
justice, to instruct their representatives, or to seek
redress of injuries. In no case shall an assembly
of persons be able to claim to represent or to
hold the rights of the people, or petition on its
behalf, and those doing so commit the crime of
sedition.

Art. 13. No one may be arrested without pre-
vious summary investigation producing presump-
tive proof or strong evidence of the commission
of an act punishable by imprisonment, except in
case of flagrante delicto, in which case any offender
may be arrested by any person and brought
immediately before his judge; nor may he be
imprisoned without the written order of a compe-
tent judge.

Art. 14. Every order for investigation, arrest
of one or more persons, or attachment of property,
must specify the persons or objects of such in-
vestigation or attachment, describing in detail the
place to be searched, and no warrant of this kind
shall be issued except for a punishable act and un-
less supported by oath or statement, without which
requirements the order or warrant shall not be
executable.

Art. 15. Judgment may not be passed by
special commissions or courts, however they be
denominated.

Art. 16. Every arrested person shall be in-
formed of the reason for his detention within
twenty-four hours.

Art. 17. Any arrested person may apply, him-
self or through a third party, to be brought before
the nearest judge; and, even if the warrant has
been issued by a competent authority, may not be
detained against his will unless, before twenty-four
hours have elapsed, he has been notified by a
judge, also competent, of the reason for detention.
Any judge, even of a collegiate court, must, when
presented with such a petition or claim under the
guarantee of the foregoing article, act within
the period of twenty-four hours, reckoned from
the time of its properly documented presentation,
under pain of a fine of 1,000 Argentine pesos.
Once a petition has been acted upon, any official
detaining the arrested person or failing to comply
with the requirements of the judge within the
period indicated by him, shall incur a fine of 500
Argentine pesos, without prejudice to the execa-
tion of the warrant.

Art. 18. A person giving sufficient bail or
surety may be released from prison or exempted
from imprisonment.

The law shall decide the terms and conditions of
the surety, due regard being had to the nature of
the offence, its gravity, the dangerousness of the
author, and other circumstances, and the manner
and desirability of granting provisional liberty.

Art. 19. All inhabitants of the province have
the right to enter and leave the country, and to
come and go, taking their property with them, sub-
ject to third-party rights.

Art. 20. Private correspondence is inviolable.

Art. 21. A person’s domicile may not be for-
cibly entered, except by written order of a judge
or of the municipal authorities responsible for
supervising the enforcement of public health regu-
lations, and for this purpose only.

Art. 22. No inhabitant of the province shall
be forced to do anything that the law does not
order, nor shall he be prevented from doing any-
thing that it does not prohibit.

Art. 23. The private acts of men which in no
way offend against public order nor injure a third
party are subject only to the judgment of God
and not to the authority of the magistrates.

Art. 24. Freedom of work, industry and trade
is the right of every inhabitant of the province,
provided always that it neither offends against or
prejudices morality or public health, nor contra-
venes the laws of the country or the rights of
third parties.

Art. 26. No accused person shall be compelled
to swear or testify against himself in a criminal
action; nor shall he be tried twice for the same
offence.
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Art. 26. Prisons are established for the security
and not for the affliction of prisoners. Peniten-
tiaries shall be so governed as to be centres of
work and moral regeneration. The authorities
shall be held responsible for any unnecessary
severity they may impose.

Art. 27. Property is inviolable, and no inhabi-
tant of the province may be deprived of it except
by virtue of a verdict in accordance with law.
Expropriation for the public good must be au-
thorized by law and compensated in advance.

Art. 28. The laws of birth into freedom and
those prohibiting the slave trade, confiscation of
property, torture, cruel punishments, perpetual
infamy, the right of inheritance by primogeniture
and entails of every kind, all property being alien-
able, are ratified in perpetuity.

Art. 29. No person shall be imprisoned for
debt in a civil action, except in those cases of
fraud or other offences specified by law.

Art. 30. Within the territory of the province
aliens shall enjoy all the civil rights of the citizen,
and such other rights as are granted by this con-
stitution.

Art. 31. Freedom to teach and to study may
not be restricted by preventive measures.

Art. 43. The declarations, rights and guaran-
tees mentioned in this constitution shall not be
interpreted as denying or impairing other rights
and guarantees either not specifically mentioned
herein or enjoyed in practice by the people, which
derive from the principle of popular sovereignty
and belong to man in his capacity as such.

Art. 44. Any law, decree or order contrary to

the foregoing articles, or which imposes on the
exercise of the liberties and rights recognized in
them, restrictions other than those permitted by
these articles, or deprives citizens of the guaran-
tees which they ensure, shall be unconstitutional
and may not be applicd by judges. Any person
prejudiced by any order violating or impairing
these rights, liberties and guarantees has cause for
civil action for compensation for the damage
caused him by such violation or impairment,
against the employee or official authorizing or
executing it.

Section VII

EDUCATION AND PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

Art. 190. Laws for the organization and regu-
lation of education shall be subject to the following
rules:

1. Public education is free and compulsory,
under the conditions and subject to the penaltics
established by law; ‘

2. Public education shall have among its princi-
pal aims that of forming the character of children
so that they may venerate the national institu-
tions, be imbued with the principles of Christian
morality, and respect freedom of conscicnce.

Art. 191. Organic and administrative law on
secondary and higher education shall conform to
the following rules:

1. Secondary and higher education shall be the
responsibility of universitics to be established m
the future;

2. Teaching shall be available to all inhabitants
of the province and shall be free, within the Iimita-
tions established by law.

CONSTITUTION OF THE PROVINCE OF CATAMARCA®
of 27 June 1895

SecTION I

DECLARATIONS, RIGHTS AND
GUARANTEES

Art. 2. The Roman Catholic Apostolic religion
is the religion of the province; the government
shall help to support it without prejudice to the
toleration of religions guaranteed by the national
constitution.

Art. 4. All inhabitants of the province are equal
in the eyes of the law; this must be one and the
same for all, and have uniform effect and force.

Art. 5. All inhabitants of the province are, by
their nature, free and independent, and have a
perfect right to defend themselves and to be pro-

*Spanish text in Constitucion de la Provincia de
Catamarca. Catamarca, 1932. English translation
from the Spanish text by the United Nations Secre-
tariat,

tected in their life, liberty, reputation, security
and property.

No person may be deprived of the enjoyment of
these rights, except by sentence of a competent
judge in accordance with law enacted prior to the
act with which he is charged.

Art. 6. Property is inviolable, and no inhabitant
of the province may be deprived of it, except by a
sentence in accordance with law or expropriation
for the public good, which must in every case be
authorized by law and compensated in advance.

Art. 7. Freedom to teach and to study may not
be restricted by preventive measures.

Art. 8. Freedom of the written or spoken word
is a right guaranteed to the inhabitants of the pro-
vince. :

Art. 9. The legislature shall not enact laws re-
stricting the frecedom of the press, and cases of this
kind must be tried by the jury prescribed by law,
without prejudice to the jurisdiction of the com-
mon courts in penal offences.
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Art. 10. Freedom of association, work, industry
and trade is a right guaranteed to every inhabitant
of the province, provided it is not harmful or pre-
judicial to morality or public health, and does not
contravene the laws of the land or third-party
rights.

Art. 11. Every author or inventor in the pro-
vince is the owner of his work or invention for the
period granted by the law.

Art. 12. Confiscation of property is hereby
abolished. No armed force may make requisitions
or demand assistance of any kind.

Art. 13. The right of individual or collective
petitioning of their authorities is guaranteed to all
inhabitants of the province, as is also the right of
assembly to discuss public or private matters, pro-
vided that public order is not disturbed. In no case
may an assembly of persons claim to represent the
people, hold its rights or petition on its behalf;
those doing so commit the crime of sedition.

Art. 14. Any measure adopted by the authori-
ties in the presence, or on the demand, of an armed
force or seditious mecting, is null and void and shall
never have effect.

Art. 15. Every inhabitant of the nation has the
right to enter and leave the territory of the province
and to pass through it with his property, without
prejudice to third parties.

Art. 16. It is the duty of every citizen domiciled
in the province to take up arms when required to
do so by the legally constituted authorities, subject
to the exceptions prescribed by law.

Art. 18. The private acts of men which in no
way offend against public order or prejudice a third
party are subject only to the judgment of God and
not to the authority of magistrates.

Art. 19. The civil status of persons shall be
registered uniformly throughout the province by
the civil authorities, without distinction of religious
beliefs, in the manner prescribed by law.

Art. 20. No free service may be demanded,’

unless by virtue of a judgment in accordance with
the law, except in the cases provided for in this
constitution or which the law has declared to be a
public charge.

Art. 21. Domicile is inviolable, and may not be
forcibly entered except by written order of a com-
petent authority, which must be specific and show
cause; otherwise the person effecting entry shall
be held liable.

Art. 22. Forcible entry of a domicile may be
effected only by civil officials.

Art. 23. No person shall be obliged to do any-
thing that the law does not order, nor deprived of
anything that it does not prohibit.

Art. 2/. Private correspondenco is inviolable;
;t may be seized only in the cases prescribed by
aw.

Stolen letters and documents shall not be ad-
mitted in evidence.

ARGENTINA

Art. 25. Thelaw regards as innocent anyone not
found guilty by verdict.

Art. 86. No law shall be enacted implying judg-
ment, prejudicing the position of accused persons
on account of acts committed prior to the enact-
ment of such law, or depriving them of acquired
rights.

Art. 27. No person may be punished without
previous sentence in accordance with a law enacted
prior to the act with which he is charged, or judged
by special commissions, or removed from the juris-
diction of the judges appointed by law beforc the
act with which he is charged.

Art. 28. No statement obtained by unlawful
means may be admitted in evidence or used as a
basis for fresh proceedings of any kind.

Art. 29. Capital punishment may not be in-
flicted, except by unanimous vote of the members
of the Court of Justice.

Art. 30. Freedom of defence and representation
in trials is hereby established, in accordance with
the relevant laws.

Art. 31. No person may be obliged to testify
against himself in eriminal proceedings, nor is it
lawful for him to do so against his ascendants,
descendants, spouse, brothers or sisters, relatives
within the second degree, guardians or wards, and
inversely. This prohibition does not cover evidence
in case of an offence against the plaintiff, or against
a person whose relationship with the plaintiff is
closer than his relationship with the defendant. Nor
may any person be compelled to testify against his
other relatives up to and including the fourth
degree.

Art. 32. Purely summary proceedings may nuv
be instituted, trial time reduced, or the defence
otherwise restricted in cases within the jurisdiction
of the common courts of the province.

Art. 34. Imprisonment for debt in a civil action
is hereby abolished, except for those cases of fraud
or wrongdoing prescribed by law.

Art. 35. No person may be legally prosecuted
more than once for the same offence, nor in any
circumstances may a closed case be reopened.

Art. 36. No person may be arrested without
previous summary investigation producing pre-
sumptive proof or strong evidence of the com-
mission of an offence punishable by imprisonment;
nor may he be imprisoned without written order
of a competent judge, unless caught in flagrante
delicto, in which case any offender may be arrested
by any person whatever and brought by him im-
mediately before his judge or the nearest authority.

Art. 37. No person shall be kept under arrest
in a public prison for criminals, but must be lodged
in another place appointed for this purpose.

Art. 38. No person may be kept under arrest
for more than forty-eight hours, plus a longer
period proportionate to the distance involved, with-
out a competent judge being notified and the
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accused placed at his disposal with an account of
the circumstances leading to his arrest, nor after-
wards may he remain for more than three days
completely incommunicado.

Art. 39. Every arrested person shall be notified
of the reason for his arrest or imprisonment within
the first twenty-four hours.

Art. 40. Prisons are for the security and not for
the affliction of prisoners. Penitentiaries established
by law shall be so governed as to be centres of
moral reform, education and work.

Authorities or officials shall be directly liable for
any unnecessary severity they may impose.

Art. 42. Any person suffering arbitrary arrest
or imprisonment or any other violation of his per-
sonal liberty may apply, himself or through his
relatives, friends or other third party, to any com-
petent judge, that the latter may inquire into the
circumstances of such arrest, imprisonment or viola-
tion; and if it appear that constitutional require-
ments have not been fulfilled, may order his im-
mediate release or that his rights be respected.

If the violation, arrest or imprisonment have
been ordered by any judge, application must be
made to the next higher instance.

Art. 43. Any warder or guard, on receiving a
prisoner, must demand and retain in his possession
the original order referred to in article 36, or a
certified copy thereof, or the order for release or
discharge, as the case may he, on pain of being held
directly liable for unauthorized imprisonment or
release. The same obligation to demand the first
of the said orders, and with the same liability,
devolves upon the person effecting the arrest or
imprisonment.

Art. 66. In no case may the provincial author-
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ities suspend this constitution on grounds of the
maintenance of order or the public good.

Art. 68. Aliens enjoy, within the territory of
the province, all the civil rights of the citizen, and
the municipal rights granted them by this con-
stitution.

Art. 60. Any law, decree or order contrary to
the foregoing articles, or which imposes on the
enjoyment of the freedoms and rights recognized
in this constitution, restrictions other than those
permitted by the same, or deprives citizens of the
guarantees assured by it, shall be null and void and
may not be applied by judges. Any person pre-
judiced by any order, decree or law violating or
impairing these rights, freedoms and guarantees has
a civil action for compensation for damage caused
him by such violation or limitation, against the
employee or official authorizing or effecting it.

Art. 61. The declarations, rights and guarantees
mentioned in this constitution shall not be inter-
preted as denying or impairing other rights and
guarantees not specifically mentioned, or enjoyed
in practice by the people, which derive from the
principle of popular sovereignty and belong to man
in his capacity as such.

SectioN VII
PUBLIC EDUCATION

Art. 226. The legislature shall enact laws neces-
sary for organizing a system of public education.

Art. 227. Laws for the organization and regula-
tion of public education shall be subject to the
following rules: . . .

4. Public education is frece and compulsory,
subject to the conditions and penalties prescribed
by law.

CONSTITUTION OF THE PROVINCE OF CORDOBA!
of 11 January 1883

DECLARATIONS, RIGHTS AND
GUARANTEES

Art. 2. The Roman Catholic Apostolic religion
is the religion of the province; the provincial gov-
ernment shall afford it the most staunch and effec-
tive protection, and all inhabitants of the province
the greatest respect; nevertheless, the State shall
respect and guarantee all other religions not con-
flicting with morality or natural reason.

Art. 5. All inhabitants of the province of Cor-
doba shall enjoy, within the province, the rights
and guarantees granted to the inhabitants of the
nation by the national constitution, Part I, and
shall be subjeet to the obligations and restrictions
it imposes on them.

! Jmnish text in Constitucion de la Provincia de
Cérdoba. Publicacién oficial. Cérdoba, 1937. English
translation from the Spanish text by the United
Nat