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PREFACE

Whereas Volumes One and Two/dea] gnainly with fluctuations in the
field of cultural processes, this volume concentrates on those in the field
of social phenomena. Cultural and social are two aspects of a single,
indivisible reality ; but for the purposes of analysis they may be condi-
tionally divorced and studied separately.

This volume opens in Part One with a definition of a real social group
and indicates its modalities. This leads to a classification of all social
relationships and groups into three basic classes : Familistic, Contractual,
and Compulsory. With these three providing a foundation, we proceed
to study qualitative and quantitative changes in the network of social
relationships of the main social groups of European peoples — the State,
the Church, the family, guilds, rural and urban communities, and others
— from about the eighth to the twentieth century. Part One is pri-
marily concerned with the following problems. Out of what strands —
familistic, contractual, or compulsory — and with what proportion of
cach strand, have the various networks of social relationships been woven ?
Has the proportion of these different threads been changing for all these
groups in the course of time? Which of the groups has been predomi-
nantly familistic, or contractual, or compulsory, and at what times?
What have been the main changes in this respect in each group during
these centuries? What was their “spectrum” in the prewar period and
how has it changed since? Wherein does the contemporary social trans-
formation consist from this standpoint? Finally, how are these qualita-
tive transformations in the threads of the network of social groups
related to the fluctuation of the main types of culture?

No doubt this brief formulation of problems sounds somewhat abstract.
But when the individual chapters have been read carefully, the reader
will probably see that the abstractions have become very concrete.
These chapters offer a penetrating portrait of social groups, making clear
the profoundest transformations. The nature of these transformations
once grasped, it is easy to understand that many changes in the political,
economic, and other spheres of social organization are merely the
by-product of deeper fluctuations. This becomes quite evident in
the sections devoted to the study of the fluctuation of the theo-
cratic-Ideational and secular-Sensate forms of political regime and of
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social leadership, of Ideational and Sensate liberty, and of economic
conditions.

After the qualitative fluctuations have been studied, we turn to a con-
cise investigation of the quantitative fluctuations in the various social
relationships of which the network of organized groups is made up.
This leads to an investigation of the fluctuation of social groups between
totalitarianism and laissez faire, between expansion of governmental
regimentation and its contraction, and to the consideration of the migra-
tion of social relationships from group to group. Hitherto these prob-
lems have been largely neglected. They are especially important at the
present time when most Western societies are undergoing one of the
sharpest “swings” of this kind. In the light of such an analysis, the
contemporary changes assume a definite meaning, a significance very
different from that of the usual popular interpretations.

Parts Two and Three of the present volume are devoted to a study of
the phenomena accompanying sudden and catastrophic breakdowns in
a system of organized intergroup and intragroup relationships. These
breakdowns lead to war and to internal disturbances (disorders, riots,
revolts, revolutions). Part Two attempts to study systematically the
movement of war, its increase and decrease, in the history of Greece and
of Rome and of Europe. Part Three does the same with regard to the
fluctuation of internal disturbances in the same countries during the
same twenty-five hundred years. However imperfect may be the investi-
gations in these parts (and the nature of their limitations is clearly indi-
cated), they yet represent what is probably a more adequate, more
systematic, and more impartial study of the movement of war and internal
disturbances than any other hitherto undertaken. Both the theoretical
and the practical importance of these problems is evident and need not
be argued.

Finally, Part Four of the volume offers a concise study of the connec-
tion between the dominant type of culture and mentality, on the one
hand, and the dominant type of culture and conduct, on the other. It
closes with a Postscript in which, less formally than in all the previous
chapters of the three volumes, I attempt to diagnose the contemporary
cultural and social situation and indulge in a kind of guess as to
what awaits Western culture at the other end of the crisis in which
it now is.

Volumes One, Two, and Three, taken together, constitute a prelimi-
nary study of cultural and social dynamics. In Volume Four I will
present in a more finished and more fully analytical form, a systematic
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theory of social and cultural changes, as well as a formulation of the
guiding principles of sociological methodology.

The faults of these volumes as they now stand are undoubtedly many,
but they do not spring from lack of sufficient preparation or of careful
consideration on my part. Nor do they include thinness of substance,
shallowness of penetration, incoherence of thought, or pseudo-scientific
sentimentalism. Considering the days of responsible but free social
investigation to be numbered for the present, I have taken the oppor-
tunity, while it yet remains, to follow exclusively the testimony of the
facts and evidence, regardless of whether the results are pleasant or
unpleasant to this or that group. In justification of such a course I can
say, without maliceto anybody, ‘“Amico Plato sed veritas amicissima.”

PiTiriMm A. SOROKIN
Cambridge — Winchester
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PART ONE

Types and Fluctuation of the Systems of Social
Relationships






Chapter One

FAMILISTIC, CONTRACTUAL, AND COMPULSORY RELATION-
SHIPS AND SYSTEMS OF INTERACTION (GROUPS)

I. INTRODUCTORY

From the study of the forms and fluctuations of aesthetic, scientific,
philosophical, religious, and moral culture mentality, we now pass to the
study of the social phase of the sociocultural phenomena. The preceding
parts dealt mainly with what are often styled culture and cultural values;
all the parts of this volume will deal mainly with what are called “social
phenomena,” in the sense of the interindividual and intergroup rela-
tionships of which any social system or group, any organization or insti-
tution, is made up, which compose their “texture” and their ““structure.”
The difference between the categories ‘“cultural” and ‘““social’ is very
conditional and relative: any culture exists through and is objectivized
by some social group; and any social group has this or that kind of
culture. Nevertheless, technically they can be studied separately, and
for the sake of analysis can be isolated from each other, as different aspects
of the same one and indivisible ““sociocultural world.”” This conditional
““social world” embraces what the partisans of the Formal School in
Sociology (Ténnies, Simmel, L. von Wiese, A. Vierkandt, and others)!
call “the forms of social relationships,” interindividual and intergroup.
This class of sociocultural phenomena is again double in its nature: on
the one hand it consists of the “objectively” existing network of social
relationships among the interacting and contacting individuals and
groups; on the other, the nature of these relationships, their ““color,”
“qualification,” and “evaluation,” depends most closely upon the mental-
ity of those who are involved in them or who deal with them (observers,
investigators, etc.).

Without this mentality these relationships do not and cannot have
any social meaning or sense. Without it the relationships between the
patient and the surgeon operating on him and between a knifer and his
victim look alike. In their sociocultural sense, these two relationships

1 See my Contemporary Sociological Theories (New York, 1928), chap. ix.
3
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are as different as they can be. ‘“Pure behavior” divorced from the
mentality becomes a mere ‘‘reaction’ or ‘“‘motion,” devoid of any socio-
cultural meaning. The same can be said of all social relationships. For
this evident reason, the phenomena of social relationships are always the
phenomena of “mentality.” They cannot be studied apart from it,
whether it be the mentality of the persons involved in the relationship —
what they think and how they qualify the social relationships — or the
mentality of other persons — observers, onlookers, investigators — and
their qualifications of the phenomena. Therefore, we shall study the
world of social relationships and their fluctuations as the phenomena of
culture mentality also. On the other hand, we all know that the mental-
ity of this or that person (whether involved in the relationships or out-
side them) qualifies the given relationship in one way; meanwhile the
“objective nature” of the relationship viewed from the standpoint
of the logico-meaningful mentality contradicts this qualification most
sharply. Who does not know of many a master who considered the
relationship of slave and master as most sacred and beneficial, not only to
the master but to the slave also? Who does not know of various religious
or political fanatics who have sent to death thousands, either ad majorem
gloriam Dei or for the glory of the “Proletariat,” or “ Communism,” or
“Nationalism,” or any other purpose? We may grant their sincerity ;
but in many cases we may question the identity of their qualifications of
the relationship with its nature, considered impartially, from the logico-
meaningful standpoint. These two aspects often contradict each other.
Hence the necessity of keeping in mind these two aspects of the social
relationship: the aspect of the mentality of the persons who qualify
them ; and the objective logico-meaningful aspect inherent in the nature
of the relationships themselves. This aspect is also the aspect of mental-
ity; but it is logico-meaningful mentality in contradistinction to the
mere factual psychology — with its biases, emotions, passions, ““residues,”
““derivations,” and the like — of the persons swayed by their qualifica-
tions. A dictator may sincerely think he is doing everything for the
benefit of mankind; a serious and competent investigator, after having
examined the logico-meaningful nature and *causal” effects of his activi-
ties, may qualify them differently. A master who whips a slave to death
may style his relationship ““fatherly””; a logico-meaningful study of it
may give it quite the opposite qualification.

These remarks show that the nature of all social relationships has
two aspects, psychological and logico-meaningful (including the “causal-
functional” traits). Any social relationship has to be studied from both
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standpoints. If such a study is made competently, it completely dissects
the social relationship until, from the standpoint of its social nature,
there remains nothing in it except millions of physical, chemical, or other
properties which hardly concern it.

After these introductory remarks we can start with our study of the
world of social relationships, their forms, and their fluctuations. By
definition, the study will be also a study of the texture and structure of
the main types of social systems of interaction, or groups. Let us begin
with the study of the most general and most fundamental forms of social
relationship. After that we can pass to more specific — economic,
political, and other — forms of social relationship and their systems.
In view of the lack of any unanimously accepted system of classification
of social relationships, and because of the great diversity of meanings
given to the same terms by different authors? it is advisable to start
with a brief systematic outline of the main concepts involved.

II. SociaL INTERACTION AND ITS MODALITIES

Any real social group differs from a mere nominal conglomeration of
individuals ® by the fact that its members are in the process of inter-
action, in the sense that the behavior and psychological status of a member
are conditioned by the activities or even by the mere existence of other
members to a tangible degree.* Without such a tangible interdependence

2 Ibid., chap. ix.

3 Quite intentionally I start the analysis of a social group or social system from a mild
nominalistic standpoint. This is done for pedagogical reasons. Eventually this standpoint
imperceptibly passes into an organically united nominalism-realism, or singularism-universal-
ism, proper for the idealistic standpoint assumed in this work.

4 To a tangible degree, because theoretically everything is bound together in this world
and nothing is lost in it. Therefore, theoretically the existence and behavior of any individual
influences to some infinitesimal degree those of all other individuals. However, this admission
does not hinder the existence of different degrees of functional dependence between various
individuals, beginning with the closest dependence, in which two or more individuals are
bound by such a short “rope” that every action of one of them affects the actions of the others
(for instance, between the members of an ideally integrated family), and ending with such a
remote and intangible dependence that it cannot be noticed and therefore is practically non-
existent. Cournot’s brilliant lines express this excellently. In spite of the possibility that
“tout se lie, tout s’enchatne dans ce monde,” “nobody would seriously think that by stamping
the ground with one’s foot one can derange the navigators of the other hemisphere from
their course or shake the system of Jupiter’s satellites; at any rate the derangement would
be of such an infinitesimal order that it cannot be manifest through any effect noticeable
for us and therefore we are perfectly authorized to disregard it. It is not impossible that
an event occurring in China or Japan has some influence upon the happenings in Paris
or London; but generally it is quite certain that the manner in which a Parisian bourgeois
arranges his day is not influenced by what is happening actually in a Chinese city which
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of the existence, behavior, and psychology of the members, there is no
real social group. What exists instead is a merely “statistical”’ or nom-
inal or fictitious collection of individuals.

This tangible interdependence of the actions and psychology of individ-
uals is the conditio sine qua non of any real social group or socially inter-
active system.

A. Modalities of Social Systems of Interaction. Such being the
general basis of a real social unity, the modalities of the interdependence
lead to various forms of social groups or social systems of interaction.
Of these modalities the following are important: one- or two-sidedness of
interaction; its extensity, inlensity, duration, and continuity; its direction
and its organization.

(1) One-sidedness and Two-sidedness of Interaction. First of all,
the interdependence of the parties in the process of interaction — and for
the sake of simplicity of analysis let us take only two parties — may be
more or less equal or it may be such that one party strongly conditions
the other. The executioner conditions the behavior of the victim much
more than the victim affects the executioner. A person who has another
person in his complete power can condition his behavior and psychology
more than the controlled person can influence his master. From this
standpoint, in a relative way, we may talk of two-sided or mulual, and one-
sided conditioning. The first type is what can properly be styled “inter-
action” or “interdependence,” while the second is one-sided dependence
or one-sided conditioning. Both forms, however, a