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“upon themselves, ‘for the furtherance of secondary and
“higher education in the vommunity. A rvesolusion
“ agking for an additional cess being levied on them by the
“ Government on all public revenues derived from them,
“ whether it be land revenue, customs, oetroi, house-tax, or
“ income-tax, would be a practical earnest of their deeire o
“ try to utilize all their resources and would take away the
“ating of charity from any request for their being supple-
“mented, in case they proved inadequate. Before any
“ definite proposals, however, on these lines are made, there
“will doubtless be an investigation of the statistics of
‘“revenue, etc., butat present I can think of no more fruit-
“ful remedy than the one I have suggested, for meeting
“ the special problems of Muhammadan education.”

ComMissioNs or ENQUIRY.

Gentlemien, 1 have not now the time nor would it be right
for me to enter into a discussion of the questions which are
engaging the attention of the many expert commissions at
present sitting in India. From the few hours, it was my
privilege to pags with some of the members ¢f the Commission,
charged with an investigation into the affairs of the great
University of this City, I am certain that whether or not you
and I will feel ourselves able to accept the final results of their
deliberations, they will be the outcome of an absolutely sincere
desire to promote the intellectual progress of India without
any regard to insidious influences or other than purely
academic considerations. T am certain that a Commission,
presided over by a gentleman of the wide sympathies and
deep and catholic culgure of Dr. Sadler. will try to find an
honest solution to the many difficult problems which are
facing us, as rogards University cducation in India: the
problem for instance, of how to reconcile the views of those
who desire a federal type of Uniyersity in order that, through
its affiliated colleges, higher education might be diffused all
aver the country and of the advocates of the unitary type,

the apostles of intensive culture, who would like and rightly
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digbinet vourses, and the moreased provision that has beoome
imperatively neoessa,ryforthe teachingof these subjects,in ins-
titutions largely resorted to by Muhammadan studerts : these
and such other questions of local importance will be fully
and fairly handled, I am sure, by the speakers entrusted
with placing them before you and I shall not therefore dwell on
them. One word, however, I should like to say with regard
to the Dacca University, which is being looked forward to,
as likely to hold out, especially in its Muhammadan College
and its Islamic side of studies, the best opportunity for higher
education as yet given to the large body of Musalmans in
Eastern Bengal, whose educational advancement, it is now
admitted on allhands, was too long neglected. In view of H.E.
the Viceroy's recent declaration, there is no doubt that the
proposed University will be inaugurated without further
delay. Butmay Isubmit, gentlemen, that unless special care
ig taken to provide, in the teaching and governing bodies of the
University, for the due representation of the people for whose
benefit it has been designed, the very object of the foundation
might be ultimately found to have been sacrificed.

In this connection may 1 repeat what I said last year be-
fore the Muhammadan Rducational Conference of Southern
India :(—

“It is with considerable hesitation that I invite attent-
“ion to these special recommendations, for I am strongly
opposed to that spirit of mendicancy for special favours
‘or invidious distinctions, which are so inconsistent with
““ the self-respect of a community like ours. It is only owing
“to the fact that theadvance of the Muhammadansis bound
“ap with the larger interests of India itself, the interests
“both of the Government and of the sister communities, .
‘“that I have decided to refer to these concessions. What
“1 should like, however, the Muhammedans to do, is to try
*“in this and in other respects to stand on their own legs
“and to come forward to help themselves. For this
“reason, I would commend, for their consideration, the
* advisability and feasibility of voluntarily imposing a tax
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vhe reguired number of girls made to attend scheel, the
required amount of funds found. With regard to funds it
is now, I take it, a settled axiom of public policy that
Government iy responsible for seeing that no question of
finance shall stand in the way of the expansion of Primary
Bducation ; if local funds are insutlicient they must be nade
sufficient by adding to them, if it is possible, from local re-
sources, and if not from Provincial and Imperial funds.
What, therefore, is necessary is, that there should be an ade-
quate and informed demand on our part for the extension of
cducation amongst women, and definite and sufficient mea-
sures, taken by the Government, to meet that demand in
every respect.

[LIBRARIES.

Take again the question of Libraries. T am as strongly
convinced as before of the great part they must play in the
diffusion of higher education among our masses, especially if
the librarics are of books and papers in the vernaculars of
the people ; for they are really the self-teaching High Schools,
Colleges, Universities of those men and women, to
whom our Primary Schools have given anadequate knowledge
of their vernacular but to whom, owing to poverty or the
force of social custom, is denied the advantage of academic
life. A sound library system-—a close net-work of well-regu-
lated librarices, 1 consider as essential for our future intellec-
tual development, as a sound school system with a close net-
work of efficient schools.

Liocan, QUESTIONS.

The adequate representation of Musaliman interests on
the Senate and the Syndicate of the Calcutta University ; the
provision of hostel accommodation for the fifteen hundred
Musalman students from the Mofussil, now left to take care
of themselves amidst the snares and temptations of Calcutta
life; the revision of the different courses of University studies
in the light of the Musulman situation, especially the division
of the existing combined Persian and Arabic course into two
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Rs. 8 a month. 1, therefore. wish every success to the-Sul-
tania College and to its zoulous organiser, the young prince,
worthy son of a noble mother—whose name is associated with
all that is good and great in Feudatory India-Prince Hami-
dullah Khan, the son of Her Highness Lady Sultan Jehan
Begum of Bhopal and pray that educational institutions on a
similar basis of self-sacrifice may soon be dotted all over the

land.
EpuvcatioNn or GIRLs.

It would be impossible for me. ladies and gentlemen, and
it would only weary vour patience, if 1 were to attempt to
traverse the whole field of Muhammadan Education, especially
as I have expressed iy views with regard to several questions
only recently in the course of the last two or three vears,
first before the Hyderabad Educational Conference and last
year before the Muhammadan Bducational Conference of
Southern India. My silence, however. should not on any
account be taken to mean any weakening of those views nor
wy attaching any lesser importance to them than to those
upon which 1 have touel ed to-day. i am as firmly convinced
as ever that the education of girls 15 as important as that of
boys, nay, in more senses than one, more important, for if
you have educated your girls you sill have taken the most
effective step in having your boys educated. It has been well
said that while the education of a boy helps him only, the
education of a girl lifts & whole family to a higher stage
of mental and moral (and may I add physical) life. In this
as in every other problem, 1 vepeat what 1 have already
sald 1 connection with the provision of Urdu teaching and
the veform of our Maktabs. We require on the one hand a
patient study of facts, & detinite programme of work which
presceribes o definite period, and marks out the definite
stages in every year of that period, i which the goal we
desire to attain shall be reached, and on the other hand we
also require the organization of an army of workers to study
these facts and to see that this programme is definitely
followed, the required number of teachers is forth-coming,
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SuLTANIA COLLEGE.

Now I must refer lastly to one great movement, whiek
has sprung up amongst the Muhammadans in the course of the
year and which I consider amongst the most hopeful, conse-
crating, 4s it does, self-sacrificing service on behalf of higher
education. How often have we not wished, gentlemen, for an
organization amongst the Musalmans, that might enlist in the
cause of oureducation, the spirit in which Gokhale worked and
in which Paranjpye, Shastri and Deodhar are now working ? 1
am glad that the founders of the Sultania College are animated
by the same ideals and are trying to set an example, which 1
wish to see followed by an increasing number of young men
in our community. We live too much for ourselves; unless
we live and work for others without any regard of self;
unless we really believe that service in education is the highest
and best service we can render to our country, unless we
honour the teacher and measure his worth, not by the
superabundance of goods of & material civilization that he
can command, but as it used to be in the old days, by the
smallness of his wants and the greatness of his life, I cannot
hope that much real progress will be achieved. 1 hear com-
plaints from ecvery side of the inadequacy of the pay of
teachers  especially in primary schools: do not for one
moment think that I am not in the deepest sympathy with
the lot of these poor people who have not even a living wage
But what I do want to emphasise is this: it lies much more
with you than with the authorities to make the lot of these
teachers better; you can give them much more than what
the authorities can give, and in a currency, Which you cak
but the authorities eannot command. Hstablish a truer scale
of values of worth and honour than mere rupees, annas and
pies for those who have taken upon themselves the sacred
burden of teaching. ‘That scale is incommensurable for this
gervice, and it is well that the members of the Sultania College
are, through, their work in a higher sphere of educetion, helping
to establish the true scale for all workers in the educational
field, down to the last struggling village teacher emw Bs. 7 qr
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“ largely due to the Hindu mind coming into contact
“ with Islam™.
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REORGANISATION OF MADRASSAHS.

There is another function, gentlemen, to which I should
like to draw your attention, especially as the question of the
re-organization of the Madrassah system is, I understand, a
particularly pressing one in this Presidency. The Faculty
of Oriental learning or Theology in a Vernacular or Communal
University might probably bring within its fold and influence
those Madrassahs, those Colleges of Oriental Learning which
are still organized on the old courses known as the Nizamia,
and Schools of Oriental Medicine known as the Unani.
Realizing how they render a distinet service in evolving
types of scholars and physicians. whom my experience in
Hyderabad has taught me to respect as valuable acd efficient
members of a society that would claim to be catholie, this
Faculty, recognizing such institutions, might also in its turn
gerve to inspire them witl: greater self-respect, and while
helping to develop them make the University itself represent-
ative of a complete culture. In this connection there is
obne suggestion 1 should like to offer to thosc who desire to
reorganize these Madrassahs. They will probably find valu-
able guidance in the experience of Moslem States like Hyder-
abad with its Darul-uloom, the Nizamia College, and the
Madrassai Tibbia and of Egypt, the publications of whosc
Ministry of Instruction, especially with regard to the courses
of religious study and I may add Girl’s Schools, I consider to
be of great value to us Musalmans in India.
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to what your distinguished historian of “ The Promotion of
Learning in India” has recorded, the debt for instance, which
Bengali, holding now by the wealth of its literature such a
commanding place amongst the Indian Vernaculars, owes to
the Musalmans. Mr. Narendra Nath Law observes :—

“ The efforts ot the rulers of Bengal were not con-
" fined to the promotion of Muhammadan learning alone,
“for they also directed their fostering care for the
*“advancement of letters into a new channel, which is of
“ particular interest to the Bengali--speaking people. 1t
“may seem to them an anomaly that their language
“should owe its elevation to a literary status not to
“ themselves but to the Muhammadans, whose interest
“in it was indirectly roused by its connection with
* Sanskrit, which formed a most cherished treasure of
*the vast Hindu population with whom they had come
“into contact. It was the epics, the Ramayana and
“the Muhabharatlo, that first attracted the notice of
*the Muhammadan rulers of Bengal, at whose instance
“they were translated into Bengali the language of their
“domicile.”

“ Examples of Bengali translations of Sanskrit and
“ Persian books at the instance of Musalman chiefs are
“not rare. They served fio vemove the supercilious
“gpirit in which Bengali was looked upon by the
* Sanskrit-loving Brahmanas and the Hindu Rajas.  The
“latter imitated the Mubammadan rulers and chiefs in
“giving their patronage to Bengali writers, and tho
“institution of keeping & Bengali court-pocets ™ grew into
“a fashion.”

Again Myr. P. Chowdhry in his story of Bengali literature

remarks :—

“That Bengali literature is popular in its origin and

“ig largely democratic in its ideas and sentiments is
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pride at the architectural splendours of the Moghuls and the
Adilshahis, at the political achievements of great rulers like
Sher Shah and Akbar, at the fine heroism of noble queens
like Chand Sultana and Nur Jahan, at the liberal states-
manship of devoted Ministers like Mahmood Gawan and
Abul Fazl, at the wide learning of scholars like Al Beruni
and Faizi or at the inspiration of poets like Amir Khusru and
Ghalib. Tt will be a sad day indeed if the minds of Musal-
mans and Hindus alike are not stirred with the high and no-
ble aims of Viceroys like Mayo and Ripon, of administr-
ators like Munro and Rlphinstone, of friends of India
like Fawcett and Bright, of Missionaries like Hare and Miller.
For all these and many more, whether Hindu, Musalman or
Christian loved India and worked for her. When in making
my humble contribution to the problems of Indian Social
Reform, I took up seventeen years ago the question of Hindu
Moslem relations as the problem of problems, the solution
of which was a key to all our other problems, I had said
“T can conceive no nobler work to which an Indian can
“ consecrate himself than that of cementing the hearts of
“the diverse races and nationalities of our vast continent
“into a solid and united whole, bound by a union, that is
“ not merely a superficial one, or that merely enables the
“Hindu and the Musalman the Parsi and the Christian,
“to regard each other on sufferance, or even with a spec-
“ies of bencvolent neutrality, but a living and active
“union, whereby they come to look upon each other as
“brothers working for the cultivation and progress of
“ their common heritage,”

NEW Scuoorn or INpIaN HisToRry.

One of the chief functions of these Universities will be
to study and write the History of India afresh, so that each
successive wave of workers in this land might get its due
meed of praise and thus the study of Indian History might
help and not hinder the growth of Indian Nationality.

Then, gentleman, you will have facts brought to light and
presented to you in the past history of Indian culture, similar
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“To be attached to the sub-division, to love the little
“platoon we belong to in society is the first principle,
“the germ as it were, of public affections. It is the first
“link in the series by which we proceed towards a love to
“onr country and to mankind. The interest of that
“ portion ofisosial arrangement is a trust in the hands of
“all those who corupose it ; and as none but bad men would
“Justify it in abuse, none but traitors would barter it
“away for their own personal advantage.’

These movements, T cousider, make for the fullness of
our national life so long as they are kept free from the
poisonous taint of sectarianism, leading  to jealousy and
hatred. I need not remind you how, in the carlier days of
this Conference, the idea of a Muhammadan University had
filled me with the fear, that the already too great emphasis of
caste and creed, tha has been the bane of our land, might
thereby be further accontnated.  The new spirit has, however,
inspired me with the confidence, that the Iindu and the
Moslem Universitios will work in a spirit of common under-
standing, co-operation and love, devoting themselves to  the
development of all that is finest in their own particular
culture, veh ever mindful of the one aim, that the collzetive
tribute, brought by the streams of Hindu, Buddhist, Iran-
ian, Moslem and Christinn civilization, to be laid at the feet
of owr common mother, is made the richer and the more
fraitful, so that the message of India to the world might be
catholic, universal and all-compelling. It is only if
these institutions are worked in this spirit that they
will be able to justify themselves. It will not be the growth,
but the death of Indian Nationalism, if the Musal-
mans of India fail to be impressed by the greatness of Asoka
and Chandra Gupta, or filled with pride and joy at the
immortal frescoes of Ajanta and the sculptured monuwments
of Ellora, or fail to derive fresh inspiration from the glorious
songs of Jayadev and Tukaram, or find food for deep and
satisfying thought in the discourses of Sri Krishna and
Gautama Bulha. It will not be the growth but the death
of Indian Nationalism, if the Hindus are not filled with
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great experiment in truly national education whioh His
Highness the Nizam has so graciously ordered to be inaugur-
ated with all the illimitable resources of his Dominions -1
mean the Osmania University of Hyderabad, where the study
of English will be compulsory but only as a language
the medium of instruction in all the other subjects up to the
highest degree of an Indian University being Urdu. If
this experiment succeeds, if it shows on the one hand that the
practical knowledge of English is not weakened, whilst on the
other the mere memorising of words of a foreign tongue
gives place to a real assimilation of a knowledge of things, 1
am sure it will be oxtended to the other languages, to which
I have referred, and supply perhaps (/e solution we are all
seeking to the problem ot National [ducation, an  edueation
that, at no stage of his intellectual carcer, will cut off the stud-
ent from his cultural traditions and domestic environment.
And then consider what treasures of literature, philosophy
and science you are making available for your men and wemen.
Surely the education of our masses does not consist merely in
giving them a knowledge of the three Rs., which is all
that free and compulsory prin:ary education will provide fer,
unless you have ensbrined, in the vernacular you have taught
them, the thoughts and the dreams, the agony and the
a chievement of the master minds of theworld. Without a ver-
nacular University, this will never be accomplished and the
masses of your men and women will not have the means of
culture they have a right to demand of you.
CoMMUNAL UNIVERSITIES.

Do not, I pray you, regard this movement or movements
of this kind as in any way separatist or provincial or sectar-
ian. They are based upon the first principles of national
self-respect, reverence and respect for your cultural traditions
which are not the insidious enemies but the strongest sup-
porters of a national evolution. Does not the greatest polit-
ical philosopher that England has produced, the climination
of & study of whose writings from our University curricula
in recent years I consider most unfortunate,—does not
Edmund Burke say:—



13

cloquently you may press them on the Government. The
organisation of such an army requires the most careful and
the miost patient claboration of detail, but all the same it
must be undertaken forthwith by each provincial and dis-
trict committec of this Conference. And let me assure
those that will earol themselves in this army that for them
will be an abiding reward even now and here ; for the training
they will get in social service will be of incaleulable help to
them even in their vocational not to say municipal and
public life. The India of the future is for the workers and
not the talkers. If this army devotes itself to a solution of
the problem of primary education amongst the Moslems,
on the lines I have adumbrated above, 1 have no doubt that
at no distant date every Moslem child will have acquired an
adequate knowledge of at least one language.

VERNACULAR UNIVERSITIES : OsMaNIA UNIVERSITY.

Butareyou,gentlemen, goingto rest content with this posit-
ionof Urduasavernacularinthe primary stages of instruction ?
As my first-hand acquaintance with the problems of educat-
ion in India is growing, I am coming more and more strongly
to the conclusion that no language is worthy of being associa-
ted with the tenderest period of our life, no language is
worthy of being called our motherc-tongue, nolanguage is worthy
of continued life unless we consider it capable and worthy of
being made an instrument of the highest cultare, of the
deepest emotion, of the sublimest imagination. Unless you
believe that Urdu is such a language and have vowed to
yourselves to make it such, it must cease to exist and will
rightly deserve that fate. And I say this not only for Urdu,
but with regard to all the great Prakrit and Dravidian Ver-
naculars that claim their votaries in this land by the million
and have an imperishable heritage of glorious literature. It
is for this reason that I ask, not only the people assembled
in this Conference, not only those whose mother-tongue is
Urdu, but all those whose mother-tongue is any one of these
languages, to enthusiastically welcome and support that
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“charge of Burmese Deputy Inspectors. In Rangoon
“there are Indian Muhammadans taking Burmese asan
“additional vernacular and Zerbadi Mubammadans taking
“Burmese as their mother-tongue with Urda as o second
“vernacular.  Much misunderstandingihas arisen from
“a confusion between Muhammadan schools and. Urdu

-“schools, Burmese Muhammadans and Urdu-speaking
“ Muhammadans., The Karen has not found the bilingual
“problem insoluble and there is no reason why the
“ Muhammadan should fail to surmount the obstacles,
“which beset the path of educational progress.”

ArMy oF WORKERS REQUIRED.

But is it sufficient gentlemen, to merely make this
demand at Conferences like this ? Tow are you going to make
this demuand effective?  In this, as in all other worthy aims,
by Work and Service.  Have we not hundreds and thousands
of Maktabs all over India on which a carefully considered and
adequate primary curriculum it is possible to impose by the
public opinion of our community ?  Most of these are main-
tained from the charitable bequests of pious founders, whose
wishes, that the childven of Musalmans should be freed from
the darkness of illiteracy, it is our duty to sce respected.  Is
it not necessary that this Conference should organise a band
of workers, a band not merely of people meeting together
occasionally at some centre in India or at the Head Quarters
of a Province or cven of a district, hut of scouts in cvery
town and workers in every village arca definitely chalked out,
who should study carefully and accurately the requirements
of the Moslem population in their area and try to practic-
ally help them in the solution of their ditficulties, by their
advice, co-operation and if need be, agitation?  Unless
and until you have such an army of quiet and strenuous
workers, spread all over the nooks and corners of this land,
acquainted first-hand with your actual problems and having
experience in handling them, you will not have made much
progress  in  your  fight  against ignorance, what-

“ever be the number of resolutions you pass and however
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lower classes, mere hewers of wood and drawers 'qf
watbor, a community able to make its contribution to the
common culture of the land they love, with a love not less deep
than that which animates their brethren and sisters of other
faiths. Liet me make it clear, gentlemen, that T do not wish
to say that the loeal languages should not be learned. There
was a time when thoir study might perhaps have been unneces-
sary but, whether through mistaken poliey or short-sighted
communal jealousies, the time has now gone by, when Hindu
and Musalman and FEnglishman could have united in making
Uicdu the Ungra franca of India and thereby  facilitated and
hasteoned our national evolution-——Urdu, a c¢hild of Hindu-
Moslem union, owning the Hindu Prakeit as its mother,
nourished by Avabic and Persian and brought to the full
vigour of manhood by lnglish statesmanship. Now a knowl-
edge of the local vernaculars on the part of the Musalmans
is essential in many places forr purposes of daily intercourse
and busidess, and this load he must take upon himself
cheerfully, to preserve the privilege of belonging to a Moslem
minority.

In the quinquennial report on the progress of Education
in Buirma which has been just handed to us, T find the fol-
lowing remarks on Mahomedan edueation which verify what
I have been here contending—-the strength on the one
hand of Moslem feeling everywhere for a provision for Urdua
teaching, whether as first or as second language and the pos-
sibility on the other hand of satisfying this feeling without
prejudice to the teaching of the local vernacular,

“RBoth languages”  the report says, “ Urdu and
“ Burmese can be taught, but which shall take tirst place
“depends entirely on the docality.  Certain schools
“have already applied that solution. In Upper Burma
“especially . in Kyaukse  and  Yamathin  Districts,
“there are DBurmese Muhammadans, many of them
“descendents of  Indian meircenary  troops  employed
“by the Burmese kings, who take the ordmary curri-
“culum of Burmese vernaeular schools with Urdu suffic-
“jent for religious purposes. These schools arc in
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Hindr brethren. The problem is still further complicated by
$be fact that in some provinees the prevalent vernacular is
Dravidian and therefore not structurally allied to Urdu, as it is
in the case of the Prakritic Gujarati and Mahrathi. In all
these places alike, however, T am struck by the fact, disclosed
by the educational reports of the different provinees of India,
that Musalmans demand Urdu teaching in some form or
other. The reasons for this are not far to seck. The Musal-
mans like, I presume, all ather communitios of this holy iand,
still consider religion to be a vital necessity. to he taught to
their children first and foremost, and as the Quran is in the
Arabic script, which is the same as the Urdu seript. and  most
of the elementary books on Moslem religion and morals are
also in the Urdu linguage, the teaching of Urdu has come to
be associated, in the minds of the Musalmans, with o provision
for a certain amount of veligious teaching, especially in the
provinces I am considering.  And then there is the fact that
Urdu has come to be rogarded as the binding foree, without
which at least the more remote and discrete units of the
Moslem minority would soon be dissolved into the common
mass.

I think ['may, therefore, say without fear of contradiction
that the Musalmans of India demand a provision for Urdn
teaching in every school and this demand should be satistied
if there is an honest and genuineintention of spreading educat-
ion amongst them. Remember, T osav. a provision for the
teaching of Urdu, not teaching througlh the medium of Urdu
t.c., & provision for Urdu as first or sccond language in the
primary stages, and not evepywhere as the first language, or
the medium of instruction. It may be objected that this
willbe an additional burden on the Musalman students, already
much weighted in the race of progress, but my reply is that this
is the price that the Musalmans have to pay forbeing in amin-
ority, and is a price they are readily prepared to pay, knowing
full well that thereby they will got what is more peocious  to
them than life, their birch righ®, their rizht to exist asa self-
respecting community side by side with the other commun-
ities of India, without the fear of being depressed into t he
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a self-made man here and there may distinguish himself in
public life, it is impossible in these days of keen competition,
for owr community to hold its own with the other
communities of India and the world, if we do not take care
that our youth get the same higher intellectual training as
they do. As Lord IHaldane, onc of the greatest authorities
on the subject of education, speaking at a public meet-
ing not long ago, urged, the highest education in the country
should be open to the children of the poor as well as of the
rich, beeause, he said, genius is as often found among the
humble as among the wealthy, and that no nation could
afford to neglect the talents which are to be found among its
children,
Musarmans axp Urbpe,

There is one feature of the experience of all provinees to
popularise education among Muhammadans to which, gentle-
men, I would like to draw your attention. There seems
to be a parallelism between an increase in the provision for the
diffusion of a knowledge of Urdu and anincrease in the diffus-
ion of literacy amongst the Musalmans of India, and this
leads me to the question of the position of the Urdu language
and the Moslem community.  The question has recoived much
earnest and anxious consideration at the hands of educat-
ionists, Musalmans and others, and yet owing to its complexity
the Government in ditferent provinces does not appear to have
arrived as vet at a definite and settled policy in this regard.
Where Urdu is the mother tongue of a majority of the populat-
ion or of a considerable minority, the problem does not arise.
Nor does it appear to present any difficulty in places like the
Punjab, where the Musalmans are in a majority and have come
to regard Urdu as their School Vernacular. Difliculties arise
where Musalmans are in a minorvity, and that 00 ('-,()mp:tl'-
atively a small minority as in Bombay and Madras, where the
prevalent vernacular is not Urdu. The question becomes com-
plicated when in many of the places, there are not only Musal-
mans whose mother tongue is Urdu, whether known locally as
Hindustani or Musalmani, but there are also Moslem com-
munities whose mother-tongue is the same as that of their
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Depressing as these totals are, gentlemen, an analysis of
them, according to the several stages of education, is still
more depressing. Only 6,000 of our scholars are in Colleges,
only a little over 2,00,000 in secondary schools. The bulk of
them were in primary schools, the number in primary schools
being nearly 12,40,000. T am afraid that the large” majority
of even the scholars in primary schools will be found, if the
matter is looked into, not to have passed beyond the elementary
or lower primary stage. The Musalmans form more than one-
fifth of the population of British India, but the proportion of
Muhammadans to the total number of scholars receiving a
collegiate education was less than one-ninth, and in secondary
schools less than one-fifth.

It is worth noting, however, that more than 50 per cent
ofthe students attending special institutions were Muhammad-
ans. The point is of great significance, so I give here the
actual figures. In the professional and technical schools,
which impart what is officially classed as Special Fduecation,
there were on the last day of March 1916, 1,61,308 scholars
of all communities. Of these no less than 87,170 were
Muhammadans. The significance of these figures seems
to be that as regards secondary education, we suffer from
the want of a sufficient number of schools and the
progressively higher fees charged. Its importance to us,
gentlemen, is even greater than its importance to other
communities. A large proportion of our youth do not at pres-
ent pursue their education to the University stage. They leave
off at the secondary stage and resort to Special schools to
train themselves for entering a vocation. It follows that
every measure which is calculated to improve the standard of
secondary education, and to bring it within easy reach of all
classes, is likely to benefit proportionately more of our young
men than the young men of other communities, more parti-
cularly those for whom our Universities and Colleges
have a greater attraction. Speaking as a University man,
I cannot but regret that our young men have not availed
themselves of the immense benefits of University education
to a much larger extent than they have yet done. Although
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compilation of the statistics on education in British India,
the number of Muhammadan boys in the educational
Institutions, public and private, on the 81st March 1916,
was in round numbers, 15,00,000, and that of girls, 2,75,000,
as against 13,50,000 and 220,000 in 1912. The progress,
more especially, in the number of girls under instruction,
is satisfactory, but is not such as one could grow en-
thusiastic over it. The Muhammadan population of British
India numbers 575 millions, and taking the figures of male
and female scholars together, the proportion of children at
school to children of school-going age falls very far short even
of the conventional proportion of 15 per cent. But there are
strong reasons to believe that in India, at any rate, the con-
ventional percentage is much less than the actual percentage
of children of school-age to the tatal population. That ex-
cellent periodical, published in your city, the Modern Review,
quoted in a recent issue, a passage from the Travancore
Administration report, showing that the usual proportion of
15 per cent is o gross under-estimate of childeen of  school-

going age.

“It will be scen,” it was observed in the report,
* that the percentage of pupils under instruction in the
“Talukas noted, was more than 100. This apparent
“absurdity is due to the adoption, arbitrarily as elsc-
where, of 15 per cent of the population as approximately
representing the number of children of school-going

-

.

.

-

“age.”

The report goes on to give the percentage of pupils under
instruction, taking the number of children of school-going age
at 25 per cent of the population.  Having regard to the
fact of the high birth-rate in India, it scems to be reasonable
to take the population of school-age as representing a higher
proportion than 15 per cent to the total population. If this
is done, it will be scen that the backwardness, great as it is, of
the Muhammadan community in the matter of the education of
its children, is really much greater than it is generally
assumed to be.
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STUDY OF FACTS NEEDED.

In dealing with the problems of Musalman education,
I am at once confronted with the serious difficulty that no
exhaustive and accurate survey of statistics in this regard is
at present obtainable. Had your invitation been earlier I
might have perhaps attempted to meet this want or at any
rate tried to ascertain first, how far Musalmans in the difterent
provinces have advanced absolutely inthe different stages of
instruction and in the various branches of special and profes-
sional education, and secondly, what the rate of progress has
been relatively as compared with that of other communities.
This would have enabled us to determinc whether really the
distance of illiteracy between them and us has been increasing
or decreasing, whether or not we are coming up nearver and
neaver to the educational level of our compatriots of other
communities, and fitting ourselves to bear an equal burden
in guiding and controlling the destinies of our common land.
I cannot insist too strongly upon the paramount necessity
of an exhaustive and accurate study of facts, of regular
publications of this kind by this Conference, for unless we
know exactly where we are, the length of the way we have to
travel, it is not possible for us to find out what problems de-
mand our attention, what remedies have any chance of success,
what measures must be taken to reach our goal. For such
a work, gentlemen, it is necessary that a number of students
should be kept engaged, each of whom should devote himself
to a careful study of one branch of enquiry specifically marked
out for him. There will be no excuse in future for the absence
of surveys of this kind, now that our Confercnce has been
placed on a permanent footing through the munificence of
that prince, to whom all India and especially Moslem India, is
s0o much indebted, whether on account of what he has done
for education or for the alleviation of human sutfering, His
Highness the Nizam.

A Few STarTisrtics.

A few sbatistics,. however, that I have been able to collect
tell the following tale. According to the latest annual
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based as they always were upon an intimate knowedge of the
old learning and the new, a knowledge applied too with a
fearless downrightness, which appeared at first sight narrow
and intellectualist, but which, when further examined, revealed
a wide range of imagination and sympathy. His rigorously
simple life, led dervesh-like, with the set purpose of serving
the cause so near to his heart, of the education of women,
as the one means of national salvation, is a heritage of
priceless value to us, who are now getting poorer and poorer

in such examples.

There is one more loss which I should like to name, of one
not perhaps known in this part of the country, no longer known
widely to the newer generation even of the province where he
had worked for the greater part of his life, of one who was
none the less identified with all that was great and noble in
Indian education at an important period of its history—
the days of Lord Ripon and the Education Commission.
Principal Wordsworth of the Elphinstone College in Bombay
wielded an influence, to which we owe many of the most pro-
gressive and,beneficent movements of the present day, through
the remarkable hold he had on men like Telang and Gokhale
and several of those, who have made the enterprises of Jam-
shedji Nasserwanji Tata, a synonym for a combination of the
greatest financial success with the most elevated patriotism.
Had therebeen a continuance of Europeaus in the educational
service of India, of the intellectual and moral calibre of
Principal Wordsworth, men commanding respect by their
eminent attainments, and love by their deep and real sym-
pathy with the hopes and aspirations of young India, men
who looked upon themselves not as mere officials, mnembers of
a particular service, but as truc teachers and leaders, always
ready to help all progressive movements in the country-—had
we had a continuance of men who were to us, at the
most impressionable period of our lives, living examples of
large hearted Englishmen, battling for freedom and expan-
siveness of life, that dark and tragic chapter in the history
of Young India, which we should all labour earnestly to end
as soon as possible, might never have been written.
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‘Muhammadans and Hindus were ', he said, ‘the two
‘eyes of India. Injure the one and you injure the other.
‘ We should try to become one in heart and soul and
‘act in"unison ; if united, we can support. each other,
“if not the effect of one against the other will tend
“to the destruction and downfall of both.’

“ He appreciated when he found worth and freely

“expressed it.  He said :—

‘I assure you that the Bengalees are the only
¢ people in our country whom we can properly be
‘proud of, and it is only due to them that knowledge,
‘liberty and patriotism have progressed in -our
‘country. 1 can truly say that they are rcally the
‘head and crown of all the communities of Hinduism.
*In the word ‘nation ’ I include both Hindus and Mu-
‘ hammadans, because that is the only meaning which
‘1 can attach to it.’

* Such was the wise and patriotic counsel of that

“ great man, and our Muhammadan friends will, I hope,

)

“ take it to heart.

Gentlemen, let us indeed take to heart and never for-
get these noble words of the greatest Muhammadan leader of
Modern India, cited and endorsed by another of her most
illustrious sons. The generous tribute to the Bengalee
people, paid by Sir Sved Ahmad, shows how prophetic was
his instinct as an Indian Nationalist.

And next, what tribute of n_.ue will be adequate to that
great servant, who has departed from the ranks of the
Musalmans of India, already so poor in men—real men—
strong, honest, sclf-sacrificing and sincere. My friendship
with Moulana Syed Karamat Hussain I regard as one of the
privileges of my life and his loss as amongst the greatest that
have befallen our community in recent years. Would that
ne had lived yet longer and helped us with his' counsels,
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land: first in character and first in achievement, the
mention of his name in an educational gathering is no less
apposite than in a nationaland political assemly. I can never
forget that short grey-bearded gentleman in red silk trousers,
whom we used to meet as schoolboys, taking his constitut-
tonal in the Chowpaty gardens and who was knownito us
as ‘“ Dadabhoy Master.” He was a born teacher and a teacher
he remained to the last day of his life: a professor of Mathe-
matics in the early years of his career, he came eventually to
be the real founder of Indian nationalism in its truest sense,
a nationalism based on love—not hatred, on cosmopolitan
sympathies—not sectarian selfishness. Where shall we again
find another leader of the same honest independence, the
salme tfunspm-enb sincerity, the same sercne sweetness and
withal the same stern inflexibility ? Speaking of him I feel
I cannot allow to pass an occasion like this, without a
reference to the interesting account of his first meeting
the illustrious founder of our Conference, Sir Syed Ahmad,
an account which he gave in his historic Presidential
address to the National Congress in this very City eleven

years ago.

“Sir Syed Ahmad,” Mr. Naorozji said, “was a national-
“ist to the backbone. T will mention an incident that
“ happened to myself with him. On his visit to England,
“we happened to incet together in the house of Sir
“C. Wingfield. He and his friends were waiting, and I
“was shown into the same room. One of his friends
“recognising me introduced me to him. As soon as he
“heard my name, he at once held me in strong cmbrace
“and expressed himsclf very much pleased. In various
“ways, I knew that his heart was in the welfare of all
“India as one nation. He was a large and liberal-
“minded patriot. When 1 read his life sometime ago,
“1 was inspired with respect and admiration for him.
“As I cannot find my copy of his life, 1T take the op-
“ portunity of repeating some of his utterances, which
“ Sir Henry Cotton has given in India of 12th October
“last.”
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educational world, the entente cordiale of the two great
eommunities, whose even advance and mutual co-operation
are absolutely essential for the progress of the country as a
whole. As it is, however, your choice has fallen on me and
I bow to your decision, relying upon your well-known
courtesy and indulgence, and feel confident that you will for-
give my shortcomings, considering the strength of my sincerity
and desire to render, to the uttermost of my power, what
little service I can to my community and my country.

We meet to-day, gentlemen, at a momentous juncture
when India is passing, along with the vest of the world,
through one of the greatest crises in its history, when all the
old measures of evaluation of morals and ideals are being
subjected to a searching verification, when owr hearts are
being wrung by the shrieks of  slaughtered  mankind
and yet our hopes are high that a new heaven and a new
earth will emerge for the children of men out of the desolation
and misery and sorrow through which we are now pass-
ing.  One of the most remarkable phenomena of this period
is the greatly increased attention which is being paid in all
countries to educational problems. as the result of the con-
viction that only the best educated nations have a chance of
successfully confronting the manifold difficulties, which the
world will inherit as a legacy from this devastating war.
We in India cannot afford to lag behind in the educational
race. We, and more especially the Muhammadans of India,
are, as it 18, far behind the nations of the West in the matter
of education, and further lethargy on our part would lead to
national disaster.

IN MEMORTAM.

Gentlemen, during the last twelvemonth  we have lost
many a valued friend whose counsel and guidance would have
been an unfailing source of inspiration to us at the pre-
gsent moment. "First and foremost, I would mention the
saintly Dadabhai Naorozji, who had consecrated in a truly
religious sense his varied gifts to the service of the mother-



Fovoiks aAND GENTLEMEN,

My tivst duty on this occasion 1= 1o offer vou myv most
grateful and heart-felt thanks for calling me to she chair of
the Thirty-tirst Session of the All-India Mubammadan Educat-
ional  Conference.  Contact with educational problems for
almost thivty years, a contact that has been of late specially
close owing to my connection with the Bducational Secretariat
of Hyderabad, has more and more deeply tmpressed upon
my mind the necessity of Education in this country, as the
one and all essential factor in its national progress, and
the conviction has been steadily growing all these years, that
any service that might  lead to lessen  the  darkness  of
ignorance and ilhteracy is the greatest and the noblest that
India’s sons can render to her, 1 consider. therefore, vour
kind invitation to preside over thisassembly of representative
Musalmans, gathered together from all parts of India to
discuss their educational problems. as the highest honour
that can fall to my shave, and 1 again tender to vou my
deepest thanks,

When 1 iook back, however, gentlemen, on the long roll
of illustrious men. who have adorned the presidential chate
in fhe past, Feonfess T feet it was a rash enterprise on my part
to have accepted at o very late hour the respousibilities of such
a high oftice. 1 siieerely wish that it had been possible for
our talented countryman, Sir Ashutosh Mukerji, to have
presided over owr deliberations this year. A man of wide
culturc, & profound scholar, a tried educationist, who has
virtually moulded the destinies of higher education i Bengal
for about o quarter of a century, he would have been
able to take o detached view of our educational problems
and to give us the benefit of his valuable advice. And what
is moyre, his Chaimnanship’ would have marked, in the
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The realization of these ideals is  possible
through ono and one way alone—Right Education.
Illiteracy has now come to mean not only ignorance
but an ovil, which carries with it loss of prosperity
loss of manners, and morals, nay loss of manhood
itsclf. Liet us all, therefore, take a vow to tight the
demon of ignorance with evory weapon at our com-
mand and to sproad the light of learning in every
corner of this vast continent, of which we are proud
to own oursolves tho sons.
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come after this war, we shall find that this response
has not been made in vain.

I would ask you also to bear in mind that
the Government can achieve complete success 1n
its work of sccuring the happiness of the people,
only when all tho diffcrent communities are welded
together by common ties of affection and brother-
hood and when, giving up their petty quarrels they
have learnt. to concentrate their energios, in co-
operation with one another, on the great and noble
task of raising their mother-land to a positino
of sclf-respect amongst the countries of the world.
Is it possible that we children of the same mot’hvr,
nourished by the same carth, breathing the same
alr, can live happy and prosperous, nay live at
all, 1if we fight amongst oursclves ? The salva-
tion of our country, our very existence depends
upon the suppression of these rivalries and the
union of us all into a *common people united
with one heart, working towards a common goal. It
18 a matter of peculiar pleasure to me to sce, and 1
congratulate you upon the fact, that there is no
Hindu -Mahomedan problem within your borders and
that the traditional feeling of the two great com-
munities of India to each other in this Presidency is
one of brotherliness and co-operation.  May it not be
that the relatively high position of the Mahomedans
in the statisties of Education here is due to this
fact? It is my prayer that this feeling may continue
and shape their intercourse and mould their aspira-
tions for all time to come for the good and glory of
our motherland.
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the Government, and on the other a fecling of
allectionate brotherhood towards the other commu-
nities with  whom they live side by side.  No
human system of government can ever be perfecet,
and whatever shortcomings there might be in British
rule in India, let us nover forget the inestimable
benefits conferrod by the justice and purity of its
administration, and the diffusion of licht and learn-
ing among all classes of tho people that has followed
in ity wake. Tiet there be therefore a complete trust
on our part in the Government of our country, and
should over anything happen, likely to endanger
that trust, let us remember the peculiar diflicultices
that beset its path on account of a small minority
having to govern a population composed of different
crecds with different ideals and in varying stages of
progress, and putting ourselves in their placo, let us
ask whether we in the past have done botter or would
have done better if placed under similar conditions,
At tho same time, 1t should not be forgotton what
great and incalculable harm might be done if there
was o feeling amongst the population that they were
distrusted.  For distrust begets distrust,  Musal-
mans have given ample proof of their loyalty and
devotion in the past, and T should like to dwell
especially on the mnoble response that they have
lately in common with the other communities, made
to the call of civie duty, notwithstanding the pres-
sure, heavy and unforeseen, to which they have
been subjected by a course of events, on which it
is not necessary for me to dwell here. I have no
doubt that in the inevitable readjustments that will
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amongst you. In this trading and commercial
centre like Vaniyambadi I trust that the attention
that I have drawn to this movement will not have
been in vain.,

TrCHNICAL IEDUCATICN.

You will be surprised that I have not said so
far any word about technical or commercial or indus-
trial education. My silence has been deliberate.  In
the first place, it does not appear that this cducation
has any special problems for Mahomedans as dis-
tinguished from other communities; secondly, a strong

Jommission is at present investigating the problems
connectd with it i all their bearings and it would
be tmpertinent on my part, even if I was qualified,
to give expression to any views on the subject.  All
I would ask you is to sce that the sproad of literacy
amongst  you does not mean any weakening of
the commercial and trading spirvit to which  tho
Mahomedans of the South owe whatever strongth
they have. 1 am glad to note that the Vaniyambadi
ITigh School has Commercial courses in its curri-
culum, T would ask the traders and commercial
men around me to give their helping hand in a way
that will he more ceffectual than any educeation or
subscription and that is to take up as apprentices
and try to start on business young promising active
Mahomwedan boys that may cone out of your schools.

CONCLUSION,

The  position of the Musalmans in India is one
of peculiar delicacy and difliculty. It requires on
the one hand a spirit of enthusiastic loyalty towards
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of sngar into a hugo concern with shops and
factories and libraries and meeting halls of its
own, and must have longed like me for an ox-
tension of the movement to India for relieving
the indebteduess of her vast ryot populatian.  Well,
these hopes are now being realized.  The Co-opera-
tive movement i3 extending by leaps and bounds
throughout India. In my own State, Ilis Highness’
Government have recently been fortunate in acquir-
ing the services of an officer from the Punjab, who, I
am sure will bo able to extend the movement in the
Iyderabad Stato in the way in which it has been
spread all over the Punjab.  The other day T put to
him the question whether he had anything to show
in the Punjab similar to the work of the Rochdalo
Pioncers and he gave me a most interesting account
of a Society which was founded in the Jalandhar
District in 1906 with a capital of Rs. 11 furnished by
11 poor Aricns (gardeners).  This socicty three yoars
later, in 1909, had a capital of Rs. 13,000 and in
1913 of three lakhs. Though its membors could
not borrow ton years ago cven at the rate of
cont per cont. they have now a cash credit of
Rs. 30,000 with the Bank of Bengal and were
able to obtain only the other day an advance from
tho Government of Rs. 20,000 at six por cent.  The
moving spirit of this society is one Hafiz Nur
Mahomed a young Maulavi only 33 years of age. I
wish that just as you have for Bducation amongst
the Musalmans o Quraishi at Vaniyambadi, & Yakub
Hasan  in Madras and o Kalami for Mysore, you

may have a Iafiz Nur Mahored for Co-operation
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“needs.  But she has not adopted Western dress
“Wostern habits of life, Western architecture or,
“ Wostern Religion since the introduction of any of
“those would havo diminished instead of augment-
“ing her force”. With regard to dress he says:
“Foreign Civil dress has been adopted by the
“Japanesoe oflicial world but only to be worn during
“oflice howrs in buildings of Wostorn construction
“furnished with modern  desks, chairs, &e.” “A
“highly educated Japanese once actually observed
“toa friend of mine: *We have beon temporarily
“adopting Western dress only as certain animals
“take on particular colors at particular secasons
“for protective reasons’.”

CO-OPERATION,

I now come to refer to a movement which
although not ostensibly connectod with education
is in elfect most intimately conneeted with it and is
one upon tho success of which the progress of our
country will in my opinion ultimately depend. 1t is
a movement which was outlined years ago in my
own Presidency by Sir David Wedderburn, but the
credit for making it a living problem belongs to
your Presidency, to Sir Frederick Nicholson whose
classic report has now happily been made again
available for us, I mean Co-operation. All of you
who have been students of political economy must
bhave been fired as I was 30 years ago when reading
of the work of Raiffeisen and the development of
the Rochdale Pioncers from a society with a capital
just suflicient to buy a chest of tea and o hogshead
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mans ?  Is it not that one of the most powerful
causes operating in favour of the enthusiastic atfec-
tion that we Indians have towards the English is our
knowledge of their wouderful literature, and the
influence that Shakespeare and Bacon, Burke and
Browning have had on us in the most impressionable
period of our lives? My reason for cmphasizing
this question of languages is that I want the Maho-
medans to be true to themselves, truc to their
religion, and true to their country, taking a legiti-
mate pride in the greatness aund the purity of both
and co-operating with their co-religionists and with
the followers of other faiths in obtaining for her an
honourable place in the comity of nations.

In this connection, I trust you will not consider
it out of place if T were to ask you to weigh well the
necessity of checking any tendency of an unduo
gravitation towards Western manners and modoes of
lifo. Tt appears to me that their entrance in many
of the strata of our socicty is leading us to loss cco-
nomic habits and this in spite of the fact that the
ono great thing necossary for Musalmans is to be-
come really economic units of society.  Remembor
what Lafcadio Hearn says in his illuminating book
“Out of the East” about Japan: “ What sho has
“done and is doing would require volumes even to
““montion ; suffice it to say that she has selected and
“adopted the best of everything represented by our
‘““industries, by our applied science, by our ccono-
“mic, financial and legal experience, availing herself
“in every case of the highest results only and inva-
“riably shaping her acquisition to meet her own
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from Peshawar to Cape Comorin. It must not at the
same time be forgotten that Urdu is an Aryan
language and really symbolizes the union of Hindus
and Musalmans whom accident has thrown to-
gether in a common land engaged side by side for
cenburics in common pursuits and swayed by common
interests.

IHere I must raise onc note of warning lest our
enthusiasm for Urdu lead us astray by making us
neglect the importance of possessing a thorough
knowledge of local vernaculars. I am glad to find
that the authorities responsible for the management
of the Vaniyambadi High School have realized this
danger and enforced their teaching, I can conceive
of no greater calamity to tho Mahomedans here than
that they should remain ignorant of the vernacular
of the place in which they have spent their lives,
and thus estrange themselves from the neigh-
bours with whom they must come in daily
contact in social intercourse and in business.
Nothing do I deprecate more than the association of
any vernacular with any particular faith. Are not
the points of cleavage between the different com-
munities in India already too many in all conscience
for another to be added, so potent in creating bitter-
ness ? Consider what a tremendous accession of sym-
pathy with us on the part of the Hindus would be
caused by a Musalman Tamil or Telugu writer
whose songs had the vogue in Southern India that
for instance Sir Rabindranath Tagore’s songs have in
Bengal. Would it not alter very materially the
whole attitude of the Ilindus towards the Musal-
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the language, and in any case, it will equip him with
a correct understanding of the great ethical passages
which are the current coin in every Mahomedan as-
sembly, and will enable him to remain true to that
culture which has made a special contribution to the
common civilization of India and thus make him
acceptable to the Musalman masses whom it must
be the desire of cvery educated Mahomedan to
influence aright. It is a very small amount of
time that is being asked for and yet the cumulative
effect of it at the end of the many years spont in
school and cven college, will be to make him acquaint-
ed with one of the classical languages of the world.

In the days gone by, before the advont of the
English, the Mahomedans of Madras were noted in
the Deccan for their proficiency in Persian, and when
Persian cecased to be the official language, they
turned their eyes towards a language in the develop-
ment of the literature of which they had played
a not unimportant part in the past. Onc of the car-
lier forms of Urdu as spoken to-day originated in the
Deccan and was known by the name of “Dakhance”.
Soveral great and distinguished writers at that time
composed their works in that language and they
were inhabitants of the Deccan. The Urdu of to-day
too 18 taking an increasing hold on the Mahomedans
of Southern India leading everywhere to a demand for
Urdu teaching and Urdua teachers and this, I think,
is duc to the fact that Urdu has gradually become
the common language ensuring a common bond
amongst the Mohamedans scattered over the different
parts of the peninsula from Karachi to Rangoon, and
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understood that the Nastaliq ealligraphy will in any
way be given up. It will still continue to be used in
cursory writing which in Urdu as in all other
languages must be different from the printed script
and thus will continue to be a monument of our
artistic taste. I would appeal to the Mahomedans
of South India to encourage this movement if they
want to have chcap Urdu books which throw the least
strain on the children’s eye in reading Urdu ard the
Koran, and if they desire to give Urdu all the advan-
tages that modern mechanical contrivances such as
the typewriter and the monotype give to the scripts
of other languages.

LANGUAGE.

I now come to a suggestion, of the utility and
the practicability of which I am getting more and
moro convineed day by day, and that is, that just
exactly as in all Misgionary schools half an hour is
devoted to the study of the Bible, just as in
Hindu institutions half an hour is devoted to the study
of the Gita, Arabic in which our religion has
been enshrined and which has moulded the standard
of our taste, should be studied for half an hour
every day in every Islamic School from the lowest
standard to the highest. I have been informed by
those competent to form an opinion on the subject
that with a right method (such as has been adopted
in the grammar prepared by Principal Hamid-ud-
doen of the Hyderabad Darul Ulum), the results of
such a study will be to give a student by the time he
finishes his education, a fair practical knowledge of



21
TyrE.

I would now invite attention to a matter which
although not new, vet has not of late years engaged
our attention to the extent that in my opinion its
importance descrves.  Amongst the many signs of
the almost prophetic insight of Sir Syed Ahmed into
the basic problems of our intellectual advancement,
was the emphasis he laid on converting the printing
of Urdu books from a lithographic to a typographic
basis. e believed and rightly, that one of the
difliculties in the way of the diffusion of Urdu
literature was a proper Urdu type, and as in
all other things, he lost no time in practically
carrying out what he wanted to precach. You know
that tho Aligarh Institute Gazette which he founded
ig still printed in type. His magarzine which has had
80 great an effect in reforming the ideas of Moslems
“ Tahzib-ul-Akhlaq ” was printed in type, and all
those works of his for the printing of which he was
responsible, were in Urdu type. I am glad to say
that His Highness the Nizam, to whom the Musal-
mans of India in all parts of the country are under
80 many obligations, has added yet another by order-
ing Iis Government to undertake a solution of
this problem with the resources at their command
and they have decided upon giving currency to a
beautiful Naskh type, on the ground that it is much
better for the cyes and also because it is practically
identical with the Arabic script with which every
Mahomedan boy is familiar through the reading of
the Koran. Moreover, it presents the fewest diffi-
cultics to the type founder. It must not thereby be
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LLIBRARIES.

So far, T have touched upon education as
imparted in regular scholastic institutions. I now,
come to an instrument of education which in my
opinion is cqually if not more potent, especially
for those who have passed the stage or the age
of regular scholastic training. I refer to the estab-
lishment of libraries. It will be surprising to know
what a small amount—not more perhaps than
Rs. 500—is suflicient to provide a library of the
best literature available in Urdu and in English.
It should be our endeavour to make every clementary
school a nucleus of primary cducation for our child-
ren and of culture to their parents. How many
instances there are of men who with the slender
foundation of the teaching they had received in a
primary school have, by means of libraries, built
up for themselves a culture that has made them
great and good men, more educated in the real senso
of the term than many a holder of high university
degrees.

In this connection, may I venture to give a small
practical hint which if followed will, T believe, be ¢
great help towards the gradual cstablishment of
small but efficient libraries all over your presidency.
Cannot the members of our community on occasions
of festivities such as those of marriage, try to perpe-
tuate the occasion by the gift of small libraries to
their localities and thus provide a source of pleasure
and profit to their own and succeeding gencrations ?
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“our duty to regard a woman,—not merely as a
“woman, the helpmate of man, the mother of children,
“the worker, perhaps driven by hard necessity to self-
“support—but as a human being, with the same
“rights as other human beings.  We all believe that
“a young man, whether rich or poor, whether intend-
“ed for a profession or not, has imposed upon him
“the noble and sacred duty of cultivating to the
“utmost perfection those gifts of the intelleet with
“which nature has cndowed him, so that he may
“approach as nearly as may be to the ideal of
“humanity. Now, I ask, what right have weo, mon,
“to releasc a girl from this noble and sacred duty ?
“Why, on the contrary, should we render the fualfil-
“mont of 1t dillicult, if not impossible for her?
“Is it not as if we lopped the topmost part of a
“beautiful trece which was striving towards tho
“sunlight ? Arc we not binding down in chains of
“gpiritual slavery a large part of the human raco?
“Are we not cruclly withholding from woman
“the noblest, highest good —the possessionof spiritual
“frecedom? * * * ¥ “Tiof us now begin to pay
“the debt of centuries. To the grace and personal
“charm of women let us add the charm of a trained
“intelligence, let us remove the bandage from  their
“eyes and lead them to the fountain of knowledge,
“ that they, too, may have their shave in the gather-
“ed wisdom of ages, that they may despise empty
“frivolity aud idle chatter and may learn to know
“the highest and the most inspiring of all human
“ pleasures—joys of mental achicvements.”
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so much is due,and who has invited a publicdiscussion
of a curriculum for girls published by her—an
invitation which I am sorry to say hias not met with
suflicient response. I trust this Conference will
be able to establish committees in different parts of
the provinee who will consider what curriculum for
Mahomedan girls is suitable which will develop their
intellect and yet enhance their refinement and grace;
how far the scheme of studies for thein should be
the same as or different from that for boys; whether
girls should be encouraged for the University Exami-
nations; what are the best means of obtaining
suitable tecachers and ensuring increased attendance
of girls in schools.  In this way, I hope that most of
the difficulties that stand in the way of an adequate
diffusion of education among our girls will be removed
and I trust that in these efforts they will be helped
by thoso cducated ladies belonging to our community
who, I am sure, arc cver ready to work for their
less fortunate sisters. In this connection may I
venture upon a suggestion? 1 sce 8o many earnest
young faces around me. Is it too much to ask cach
one of them to take a vow to himself that he will
sce that at least one person of the other sex, whether
it be his wifo, or daughter or sister 18 cducated.
Liet mo assure him that he will thereby be laying to
himscelf a source of truc and pure happiness in the
home to which nothing can compare and at the
same  time add to the ecconomie, intellectual
and moral strength of his community. Before I
close this subject I would like to draw your atien-
tion to what Dr. Lungen of IFrankfort says :(— “ 1t is
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to ask with regard to these girls, and that is, how
many of them are receiving an education which
will ensure the continuance of their interest in reading
when  they leavo school and after they become
involved in domestic affairs. I would in this
conncection like to read out to you the impressive
words of Dr. Wactchzolt quoted in the Special Educa-
tional Studies of the KEnglish Board of Hducation
in the volume on German ecducation :—*Liet us not
“forget that the most pressing necessity is not
“found in universities for women, nor in the partici-
“ pation of women in the scientitic labours of the time,
“ nor in the opening of higher professions for
“women but in the great and extensive education
“of the millions of girls—indeed for the cducation
*“of the mothers of the coming generations.”  These
words “ the mothers of the coming generations”
are fraught with a deep and solemn import, and
remind us of the great and heavy obligation that rests
upon us in this regard, for the future will be much
more cenlightened than the present, and much greater
preparation 18 thercfore necessary for those that
will be the mothers of that future. If we fail in this
duty, wo shall be thrown back in the path of progress
with an ecver-increasing  velocity. The problem
boforo us is a difficult one, and althoush there is a
great doal of talk in every province of India about
women’s cducation, yet I have como across but fow
deliborate and thoughtful discussions of the subject
or any concerted efforts to start practical action. In
this connection, I would draw attention to the efforts
of Her llighness the Begum of Bhopal, to whom
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represontatives of a particular interest or school of
thought. 1 can only pray that as it has been the
glory of Aligarh in the past to be synonymous for
certain manly qualities of character and culture, so
may the alumni of the Mahomedan University stand
for all that is finc and noble in cultured manhood.

WOoOMEN'S ISDUCATION,

I now come to the all important question of
the cducation of our women. It is perhaps unncees-
sary for me to remind you how interdependent are
all the various stages of instruction and how limited
in their effects. It is impossible to hopo for
any progress in university cducation without real
progress in Secondary which in its turn cannot
advance until primary education has reached a consi-
derable stage of dovelopment. But no cducation
in any stage can be fully fruitful unless and until
it is helped by a proper healthy training of the
child in 1ts home; it i8 uscless to expect much
from schools if parents use them simply as means
of saving themselves the trouble of looking after
their children at home.

I have read with pleasure in the Madras reports
that female education is making praiseworthy progress
in your Presidency. In the Report for 1914, it was
noted that in two years the number of school-going
girls of our community had been doubled and in 1915
there was a further inerease.  In secondary schools in
1914 there weroe 14 girls; in 1915 the number was 31,
There is once question however that I would like
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unrealized, but some years after, the leaders of our
community took upon themselves the task of giving
a practical shape to 1t and the responsce it then
met with from the Mahomedan community from
every corner of India was such as had not been
accorded before to any other movement.  Strange
to say that soon after, we heard clamours for univer-
sities everywhere. The Hindu University has recently
obtained its charter, the Mysore University is prac-
tically an accomplished fact and legislation for
the Patna University is actually before the Imperial
Council, whilst the schemes for the establishment of
universities at Dacca and Nagpur are already far
advanced.

I have never made any seeret of my views about
denominational universities; but the Mahomedan
University must now be accepted as a settled fact and
I have therefore not hesitated in doing what little
I could to further its devolepment on lines which
would make for our real progress and minimize the
evils almost inseparable from a university to be run
by a community so poor in men of leisure and
culture and so scattered as the Musalmans  of
India. I am glad that the controversies, very often
bitter, that were waging round it are now at rest
leaving thereby free our energics for thoe consi-
deration of rceal progress. The constitution that is
now being evolved for our University, is I am glad to
hear, likely to ensure adequate representation of the
interests of all the provineces of India In a way
that will make them all feel that the University
is theirs and not of w particular province or of the
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will undergo as complete a change as has been cffee-
ted by the establishment of Aligarh in the North.

One of the objects of the Fund from the
Mahomedan ducational cess, if it comes to be levied
as suggested above, will be the provision-of adequate
scholarships for poor promising Mohamedan boys
to enablo them to continue their studies in College.
It has been reported that there has been a great dearth
of educated Mahomedans in the ducational Service
and that they ficht shy of entering it. Unless and
until we have a band of unselfish sincere workers
like Mr. Quaraishi and unless and until we can
produce young men fired with the zeal of missionaries
and ready to conseerate themselves to the noble work
of teaching at a bare pittance, it is useless to hope for
the celevation of our community.  We should remem-
ber that one of the many great dangers that await
us through our educational backwardness and apathy
is the fear of our facultics becoming atrophied by
disuse.

It is perhaps on this account that many Maho-
modans have for sometime past been casting longing
eyes at the idea of a Mahomedan University. As &
mattor of fact, Sir Syed Ahmed pointed out soon
after the foundation of the Aligarh College that until
a people had a university of their own, they could
not produce men of plain living and high thinking
animated by the patriotism and sclflessness so
necessary for those who were to become the missio-
naries of culture and civilization amongst their
people. TFor a long time, this idea of his remained
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question and will make it quite clear to the
authoritios whether this aversion to special  schools
is duc to their denominational character or to
defeets entirely unconnceted  with it, defeets of
management, defeets of discipline, defects of staft
and cquipment.

UxiveERsITY ISDUCATION.

When wo come to turn our eyes to University
Fducation we find that we have hardly achicved
anything at all and that our position there requires
immediate attention and great efforts before 16 can
be bettered. In 1914 only 1 Mahomedan appeared
for the M. A. Examination and was succossful. In
the B. A. 3 students out of the 4 that had gonce
up for it, passed. In the L.T. examination all
the 4 students passed. In Law, in the lirst examina-
tion 3 passed out of 4; whilst in the IB. L. the
two that appearced failed. In the Intermediate 25
students out of 95 passed. Turning to the figures
for 1915 we find that no one appeared for the M. A.
examination; in the B. A. 8 were successful out
of 23; in the F. L. 1 out of 8; in the B. L. 1 out
of 5 and in the Intermediate only 25 out of 113.
So we sce that the results for the year 1915 were
much worse than those for 1914. The percentage
of Musalmans in collegiate institutions on those
in the Secondary Stage is 29 whilst the corres-
ponding Hindu porcentage is 7'6, the Brahmin
percentage being 11°6. I however sinceroly hope that
with the development of Vaniyambadi into the
Aligarh of the South, these depressing statistics
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success,” and in reality, you know what a potent
factor the German Secondary Schools have been in
producing German unity. I shall not be far wrong
when T emphasize the fact that it is the future of
Sccondary Education which will ultimately decide
our fate.

In connection with the establishment of special
schools for Mahomedans 1 feel it my duty to refer to
the remarks of the Government of India in 1913
—1914. “It is interesting, 7 they say, “ to find that
“in several reports mention is made of the readiness
“of Mahomedans to enter the common schools and
“of the unpopularity of special institutions. Not-
“withstanding satisfactory progress in the number
“of Mahomedan pupils in Madras, schools chiefly
“intended for this class of the community decreased
“and their pupils fell oft by over 10,000, The Maho-
“medan IHigh School in Bombay which offers many
“advantages, is shunned by those who can afford to
“wend their children to other institutions. The
“Director in Barma, in answering the question whe-
“{4her Mahomedans are really apathetic in the matter
“of education, says that their only apathy scems to
“be in not wishing to send their children to purely
“ Mahomedan schools.”

I do not myself wish to express any opinion on
this remarkable pronouncement of the Government
of India except to say that the growth of the Vani-
yambadi High School scems rather to make it hazard-
ous to indulge in any hasty generalization. 1 am
surce that this Conferenco will thoroughly examine the
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the inferests hoth of the Government and of the sister
communities—that 1 have decided to refer to these
concessions.  What I should like, however, the
Mahomedans to do, is to try in this and in other res-
peets to stand on their own legs and to come forward
to help themselves.  For this reason, T would com-
mend for their consideration the advisability and
feasibility of voluntarily imposing a tax upon them-
sclves for the furtherance of sccondary and higher
education in their community. A resolution asking
for an additional cess being levied on them by the
Government on all public revenues derived from
them whethor it be land revenue, customs, octroi,
house tax, or income-tax would be a practical carnost
of their desire to try to utilize all their resources
and would take away the sting of charity from any
request for their being supplemented in case they
proved inadequate.  Before any definite proposals,
however, on these lines are made, there will doubt-
less bo an investigation of the statisties of revenue,
ete., but at present I can think of no move fruitful
romedy than the one 1 have suggested for meeting
the special problems of  Mahomedan cducation in
the South.

That an effectual remedy should be found 1s a
pressing problem when we remember that it is this
stauge which leads to higher education and it was
Sccondary Education about which Prince Bistnarck
said in 1805 : “ It T had not found in our nation the
“ preparatory work of the Secondary teaching profes-
“sion, I donot believe that my work, or the work in
“which I have collaborated woul! have met with such
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higher secular education, but that indifference is
now disappearing.

The difficulties that T have specified require o
adical  remedy.  Concessions like those granted
by the Madras Government of contributing half fees
for Mahomedan pupils admitted by private schools
are inadequate.  The Educational Commission  of
1882 attached g0 much importance to the problem of
Mahomedan education that it ordered that a separato
chapter in each Administration Report should be
devoted to 1t. There 18 a strong {eeling T under-
stand in Madras that Mahomedan Isducation should
be in charge of a special assistant to the Director of
Public Instruction who should be given the same
status as the Inspector of uropean Schools and who
would bo in direct touch with the Director. Such an
officer has been appointed in Bengal, Tnoa Cirveular of
1913 referring to the backwardness of Mahomedans in
Sccondary as compared with Primary Education, the
Government have advised the expansion of the existing
Mahomedan schools and colleges, the opening of
{resh schools and hostels, the appointient of special
inspectors and an adequate representation of Maho-
medans on the managing committees of mixed
schools and colleges. It is with considerable hesi-
tation that Iinvite attention to these special recoms-
mendations, for I am  strongly opposed to that
spirit of mendicaney for special favours or invidious
distinetions which aroe so inconsistent with the self-
respeet of a community like ours. It is only owing
to the fact that the advance of the Mahomedans is
bound up with the larger interests of India itsel{—
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found private schools of their own to any great
extent. Nor can they rely on private institutions
started by the members of other communities, for
their pupils are frequently unable to pay the fees
required which support their schools. Sometimes
they are eoxcluded on other grounds such as the
original wishes of the founder himself.  Rven if there
are no diflicultics of admission, therve is the difficulty
in the case of most Mahomedan boys with regard
to tho vernacular, There is no provision usually
in these schools, not oven in most Municipal and
Board schools for the teaching of Urdu, the study of
which the Mahomedans of India have come to look
upon as a duty since they regard it as the language
of their particular culture and the medium of in-
struction in their religion. The absence of provision
of Urdu teaching in Sccondary Schools effectunlly
keeps off Mahomedan boys from these schools.  Your
late Director of Public Instruction, Sir Alfred Bourne,
felt this difficulty when he pointed out the paucity
of Secondary Schools with Urdu as their medium of
ingtruction and the disadvantages that Mahomedan
pupils labourced undey, owing to the medim of in-
struction in the classes being in another vernacular,
Another difficulty is that Mahomedans are still
wedded to the idea of religious education and
although they are becoming more and more alive
to the nccessity of sending their boys to purely
gecular schools, that difficulty still exists at least
in some parts of the country. I do not say that
there is not another effective cause and that is tho
indifference of the Mahomedans thewsclves to
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Presidency o truly depressing state of things is
yevealed to us. We find that the number of
Musalman pupils in Secondary Schools in 1914 was
6,643 and in 1915 it had increased by only about
188. This can in no way be called a satisfactory
rate of progress as it is only 2'8 | as compared with
67 for the Prosidency. In the Iigh School Leaving
Certificate IExamination in 1914, 160 students
were successful and in 1915 only 170. Coming to
pereentages, as previously remarked, the percentage
of pupils in the primary stage to the total popu-
lation was for the Musalmans 43 and for the
IMindus 28 (the Brahmin percentage being 81)
but the pereentage of Musalman pupils, in tho
Sccondary stage to their number in the primary
stage was 55 whilst the Hindu percentage was
10'3 thus practically a reversal of the position in this
stage. The Brahmin percentage was 52°2,

Let us now endeavour to find out what the spe-
cial causos arc that have led to this state of affairs.
So far as I have been able to ascertain them, I am
informed that the special difficultics in your Presi-
deney, in the way of Mahomedan boys in Sccondary
Schools, arc soveral. In the first place, the Govern-
ment considers itsclf responsible only for Primary
Education. Sccondary Iducation it leaves to bo
more or less looked aftor by the philanthropy
and public spirit of private indviduals or com-
munities or missionary zeal, and to some cxtent,
to Municipalitics and Local Boards. Now, owing
to the poverty of the Mahomedans they cannot
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will be uscless to expeet any progress in higher
education. I would therefore ask this Confer-
ence to consider the advisability of taking imme-
diato and urgent steps in the conversion of the
hundreds of thousands of religious Maqtabs into
Primary schools and with this view, to organize
committees in every district who would report pro-
gress from year to year and show that success has
attended their efforts. They must remembor that
such an extension of these schools helps even the
object for which they are originally created by
their foundors, wviz., Koran teaching, since the
reading of Urdu readers necessarily helps the learning
of the Koran. His Highness’ Government have
decided to assist a similar conversion of the Mosque
schools in their dominions by liberal grants-in-aid,
and I have no doubt that the British Indian Govern-
ment, who have in their important resolution of the
21st February 1913 acknowledged the effect of the
introduction of a simple vernacular course into
Maqtabs in spreading elementary education amongst
Mahomedans, will not be less liberal in this respect.
I cannot lay too great an emphasis on this work, for
if the hundreds of thousands of Maqtab schools are
converted into instruments of clementary cducation,
we shall practically have solved our cducational
problem of this stage at least, for, elementary educa-
tion will then have become our possession.

SECONDARY IEDUCATION.

Now when we turn our attention towards our
position as regards Sccondary IEducation in this
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remomber, are not of any great help to nus in breaking
down illiteracy. And though in Madras our pereentage
of literacy too as defined in the Census Report is better
than that of our community elsewhere and also of
the Hindu community at large, yot even this percent-
age 1n itsclf is not sufliciently high when compared
with the percentage of the more progressive sections
of the Hindu community in India. One way in
which a great impetus can be given to the extonsion
of Primary Education amongst the Mahomedans of
Southern India, as clsewhere, is to develop the
religious Magtabs into IElementary Schools teaching
the 8 R’s and through clementary Urdu Readers
giving the child some knowledge of his surroundings.
By the ronding of the Koran taught in these
Maqtabs a child ipso facto gets a certain acquaintance
with Urdu seript and pronunciation, so that it will
not be difficult to make the conversion suggested and
thereby give the child an education suflicient to
prevent hig relapsing into ignorance after a time, as
is the easo with those who attend the presont
Maqtabs. Some of these children might procoed later
on towards the higher stages of instruction and thus
improve our percentage for Secondary education
which as you will presently sce is very low indeed.
You arc aware that Burma has the highest proportion
of literates and one reason for it is the existence of
Pongyr Chaungs which correspond to our Maqtabs
as they will be when some secular education is
imparted in them. Primary Education is an essen-
tial factor in national progress and unless we mako
its extension a vital point in our programme it
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rates and 11 female literates per 1,000 and the Tindu
population has 138 and 11 respectively. The pro-
portion of literates amongst Mahomedans in Bombay
is 85 male and 7 female, in Bengal 72 and 2, in the
United Provinces 85 and 6 and in the Punjab 27 and
2. In Hyderabad too though the percentage is much
better it is still less than Madras, being only
103 and 13. According to the last Quinquennial
Review of KEducation, the percentage of Maho-
medan pupils to the total of pupils of all classes
in public institutions was much higher than the
percentage of the Mahomedan population to the
total population in Madras. We there see that
whilst in the Punjab where we form ncarly 55
per cent. of the population, our children of the school-
going age are only 39 per cent. of the total school
going population, and in Bombay whore we constituto
18 per cent. of the population only 166 per cent,
of the school-going children are Mussalman, in
Madras in 1912, 9 per cent. of the school going
children belonged to our faith, though our com-
munity numbers only 6°6 per cont. of the total
population. This is in a way a gratifying rocord,
and is a testimony to the intelligence and onterprisc
of the Mahomedans of South India. Do not,
howevor, let yourselves be unduly clated by these
figures ; for the rcason why the position of Maho-
medans all over India scems satisfactory as regards
primary cducation is owing to the fact that the
pupils attending Koran Maqtabs are included in the
statistics as children belonging to Primary Schools.
Now these as they oxist at present, we must
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stock of his year's transactions, we too should by
means of an annual Conference such as this, take
stock of our work during the last twelve months and
sce what progress we have made in that period,
what fruit our efforts have borne, what stage we
have reached, and what we intend to achieve in the
near future. If in the courso of our deliberations we
discover that our position is not as sound as wo had
believed it to be, we should guard against unduce
pessimism, for pessimism  you should remember,
stifles energy without which no work of regeneration
1s possible. A community that has learned to face
unpleasant facts with calmness has taken the first
and perhaps the most difficult step on the road to
progress. Iqually should we guard against any un-
due elation lest it lead us to a state of indolent
contentment which has only too often, alas, been the
ruin of a people.

Primary EpvucaTion.

You will therefore, T trust, bear with me if I
recount a few salient faots relating to the position
of the Mahomedans in Southern India as a commu-
nity. Of all the provinces of British India with tho
solitary exception of the Central Provinces, Madras
has the smallest proportion of Mussalmans, viz., 662
per 10,000 of the population. From the point of view
of literacy however, they have a much higher propor-
tion of literates than their co-religionists in most
other provinces, nay more than cven their Hindu
neighbours. According to the last Census Report of
India, the Mahomedans of Madras have 166 male lite-



entrusted to me, I would like to point out that
although the duties of my present office in His
ITighness the Nizam'’s Dominions include the educa-
tional activitics in the State, which to a certain
extent are connected with those of this Presidency,
most of our cducational problems are peculiar and
unique and though I may thus bring a certain
amount of intellectual detachment in the consider-
ation of your problems, I cannot realize with the
same  vivid consciousncss as  yoursclves, your
feelings and sentiments which after all usually
determine more than the intelleet, the course of
thought in all great issues. I would therefore beg of
you not to take the remarks that I propose to make
as having in any way any authority, but as more or
less suggestions from one who is inspired by abso-
lute sympathy with all your aspirations and aims
and who, though not actually living in your midst,
has yet that intense feeling of brotherhood which
is the sacred inheritance of the followers of Islam.
And if I am able to throw new light upon the ques-
tions that are engaging your attention and thus help
you to some extent in their solution, I shall consider
myself more than amply rewarded.

Gentlemen, there was a time when it was
necessary for us not only to speak but even to preach
about the necessity and importance of cducation in
our community. That time, thanks bo to God, is now
past and the desire for education is gradually per-
meating the masses of our community with an cver
increasing rapidity. But it is neccessary that, like
the Sahukar who cvery year on the Diwali day tukes
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towards cducational reform, yet, if thero be difli-
culties in the way “f practical action through a
straitening of the financial resources, itis open to
us to at least give thought to the problems that face
us, and to prepare ourscelves for the future, so that as
soon as these troublous times are over and those
ideals realizod for which our Empire is fighting, we
may have ready a definite and deliberately considered
programme of our educational work, which we will
then be able to carry into speedy exccution. I,
therefore, consider this conference as a preparation
for the good time that is soon coming, when peace
and quict, without which no constructive work is
possible will again reign supreme in the world.

I do not know in what words to express to you
my thanks for the very great honour that you have
done me in asking me to preside over the delibera-
tions of a conference, which aims at looking after
the ecducational interests of the Mussalmans of
Southern India. My connection with your Province
dates back to a time just 16 years ago, when in the
course of my official carcer, I spent ten never-to-be-for-
gotten months in Madras. Amongst the sceveral
friendships which I then made and which I have ever
since cherished among my most treasured posses-
sions, is that of My, Ibrahim Quaraishi who belongs to
that small band of truly unselfish and sincere workers
who have done so much for the oducation of our
community in this part of India and who have raised
in us a hope, that Vaniyambadi will at no distant date
become the Aligarh of the South. As to my qualifi-
cations for the task which you have so generously



NOTE.—This is an abridged paraphrase of the address delivered
in Urdu before the Mahomedan Educational Conference of
South India held at Vaniyambadi on the 25th Oclober 1916.

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS.

A Tt
GENTLEMEN,

In the lives of individuals as well asin thehistory
of nations, we frequently come across periods which
are over-shadowed by some great calamity, and some-
times it is the whole world that is overtaken by a
cataclysmic catastrophe engulfing all, guilty and inno-
cent, vich and poor, young and old alike. It is in
the shadow of just such a catastrophe that we are at
present living. More than two years have elapsed
since practically the whole of Europe and considerable
portions of other continonts of the world, have been
engaged in a war, which, in its sanguinary character
and the blow that it threatens to deal to our econo-
mic and social life, is probably unparatleled in the
history of mankind. To us in India it is a matter of
pride that we are the subjects of a sovercign, who
has unsheathed his sword in the cause of Righteous-
ness and in the chivalrous defenco of a weak and
unoffending nation against a powerful enemy, whose
greod breaks all laws and who threatens not only
culturc in the broadest sense of the word, but also
thoso ethical principles on which alone a refined
human society can be based. During times such as
these, it is hardly possible to take any big steps
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Lectures were dolivered on the present position of
Education in Hvdorabad by Maulvi Mohammad Mazhar
of the Home Office and on the position of Scientific Eda-
cation by Professor Abdur Rahaman of the Nizam College;
and poews on tho Conference were recited by Syed Raaui-
ud-Din Hassan Kafi.

The conference came to an end with a brief con-
cluding addrvess by tho President in which, after thanking
His Highness for his gracious permission to hold the mee-
ting in the Town Hall and the concessions he had granted
in connection with the Conference, he thanked Mr. Mahomed
Murtaza, the Sceretary of the Conference, for tho way in
which he worked to mako it such a great saccess, and the
members of the Managing Committee, especinlly the Chair-
man of the Reception Committece, the Honourablo Mr.
Faiz-ud-din, Messes Welinkar, Khan FFazl Mahomed Khan,
Ghulam Mohiaddin, Abdul IIaq, Paragni, and Kuarshed Ali,
Moulvis Akbar Ali, Mirza Mahomed Beg, Abdus Salam,
Nasruddin, Mahomed Murtaza, Abdul Basit, Mrs. Sarojini
Naidu for hor beautifnl specches in English and Urdu, and
the volunteers from the Daral-uloom, the Normal School
and the City High School.

A vote of thanks to the President was proposed by
Maulvi Abdul Haq Sahib and seconded by Maulvi Mohawm-
mad Murtaza, Secretary of the Conference.

The proceedings began and terminated with an in-
vocatory hymn recited by the students of the Government
Normal School.
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motion of education, it is desirable that a suitable portion
of the incomo of such endowments bo devoted to religious

education.

Propnsed by Maulvi Abdal Khader Sahib Sufi, Prea-
chor; seconded by Maulvi Akbar Ali Sahib, Bditor of the
Sahi/‘a.

VIIL. Resolved that. to cacourage medieal education
and in tho interests of the pnbiic the medium of instraction,
at lonst in tho Sub-Assistant Sarceon Class of the Govern
ment Medical School, should bo Urda, as was the case be-
fore.

Propoged by Dr. Mirza Raza Khan, M. B, Ch. B.;
secondod by Maulvi Hakim Magsad Al Khan Sahib.
Supported by Dr. H. M: Sultan.,

Dr. Khodive Jang, Deputy Director of the Medical
Deparvtment, spoke against the proposition which, howover,
was carriod by a majority.

IX. Resolved that a Standing Committee bo appoint-
ad to carry into excculion the proposals made by this
Conferenco.  This Standing Committeo shall be autho-
rised to draft tho necessary Ruales and  Regalations, and
to appoint Sub Committees i all the districts to enquire
into tho prevatling local conditions and  to proposo necess-
ary measuras for the promotion of cducation in them.

Proposed by Maulvi Mohammad Muartuza, Secrotary.
Hyderabad Kduacational Conference; scconded by Murs.
Sarojint Naidu,

X. Reslved that an Klueational Fand boe opouned to assiat
i the diffusion of education, ont of which  scholavships
may be granted to meat loeal requiremaoents; and that  tho
Standing Committeo  bo authorised to colleet subscrip-
tions to the I"und and to frame suitable ruales for  the
award of scholarships.

Proposed by Maulvi Abdul Haq Sahib, B.A., Tnspector of
Schools, Aurangabad: seconded by Maulvi Fazil Abdnl
Basit Sahib.
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Proposed by Mrs. Sarojini Naidu; seconded by
Maulvi Syed Khurshed Ali Sahib, Muntazim, Finance
Department.

V. Resolved that it is necessary to pay adequate
attention to industrial edncation ; that it is desirable to ap-
point a Special Officer as Dircctor of Industries for the pur-
pose, as lias been done in British India; that enquiries
should be instituted as to the arts and hadicrafiy and the
types of commercial education which are best suited to the
population in those Dominions and will afford the best
means for giving them an impetus. The Conference
further vesolved that the existing Fungineering School  be
developed into a College of Civil, Mechanical and Islectri-
cal Iingineering, arrangements being made for practical
instruction to be imparted in the Workshop and the Iilectri
city Department attached to His Highness’ Mint; aud that
the medium of instruction be Urdu.

Proposed by Khan Mohammad Yusuf Sahib, Assistant
Engincer; seconded by Maulvi Mohamwad Mazhar Bahib,

VI The Conference recommends, for the consideration
of His Highness’ Government, the appointmont ot a Com-
mission to enquire into the rcasons which causo a large
number of students to leave tho local College and High
Schools and to emigrate temporarily to British India to
attend the Schools and Colleges there, or to join local
classes to be prepared for the examinations of other
universitics. Wheun the report of the Commission is Sab-
mitted adequate arrangements should be made to chock
this vil.

Pevoposed by Mr. N. G. -Welinkar, M A, LLB,
Chief Inspector of Schools; seconded by Professor Abdul
Rabman, B. Sc., Nizam Collego.

Mr. Mehdi Hassan Bilgrami proposed an amendment
that it was not necessary to appoint a commission for
making such an enqniry, the root of the evil being the
existence of the Middle School Examination, which should
the abolished. On votes being taken, the orginal propo-
sition was passed by a mupjority.

VII. Resolved that an enquiry be instituted into the
nature and character of religious cudowments, and that if
one of the original objects of the endowment was the pro-
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The Resoiutions.

The following resolutions were passed at the First hy-
derabad Educational Conterence held on the 1st and 2nd

March 1915 1 —

I. Resolved that it is nrgently necessary that greater
attention should be paid to Klewmentary Iducation, so that
education inay become wmore widely ditfused in the State in
the near future.

Proposed by Maulvi Pfazil Abdal BasitSahiv; seconded
by Mre. Bhupendranath Chattopadhyay B AL Assistaut
Accountant General

IT  This Couference Tadly realises the argent neces-
sitv of Lringine out Urdu trauslations of literary and
scientific works. liesolved that the Conference vite the
attentiou of His Highness” Government to the matter and
recommend that the annual smwn of i 12,009 formerly
devoted to the Translation Departient, which has been
brought under reduction, be i fature spent on prizes for
the best Urdu books and transiations,

Proposed by Maulvi Abdul Haq Salab, Inspoctor of
Schools, Aurangabod Circle; scconded by Baba Gaya Prasad

Sahib, Pleader

1. Resolved thao small Bibvavies of Urdo and ine-
lish books be started at all  distvict  headguarters 1o
accelerate edncational progress;, and that the expenses
thereon be met from the accumualated balance of the fdda-

cational Liocal Fund Cuess,

Proposed by Muaulvi Mirza Mohamumad Beg  Sahib,
Special Land Acquistion  Officer, scconded by  Maulvi
IPatzuddin Sahib, 1st Grade Vakil. ..ml Member, Legislative
Council.

IV. Resolved that Ilis Highness” Government be re-
commended to appoint a Comumission to mvestigate and
report ou the best means to be adopted to further t,ho cause
of Female Kducation and to make it more popular.
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such a light will radiate throughout the country as we can-
not now even imagine.  Mines are many, but diggers aro
few, and yet on the valued labours of these diggers do our
future progress and success depend. My fourth sugges-
tion is that when we are spending so much on our own
selves  we must spend something of ourselves on  our
country.  Al} our hopes and aspirations are bound up with
thoe future of our country ; on the presperity of our country

depends our own ; its retrogression means our riin. Lt 18
therefore necessary that there should ho at lcast some self-
sacrilice on our  part. [t is our duty to try and

save  our country from those dreeadful dangers which
are the products of ignorance, and work in the spirit of
self-sacvitice  and sincerity, and, so working, fight the
demon of ignorance and  spread learning throughout the
land.  Seli-zacrifice and  union are mighty powers, and
nothing canimpede the progress of a country in which
these virtues have been developed.

Gentlemen, the time is short ; the work before us is
reat. The way is ditlicult and tlhie end of our journey is
distant.  Come, thevefore, with one heart and one minad
let us innngurato this sncred work so vital to thoe progress
and improvemont of our country.  let us vray  that our
hopes aud aspirations may be blossed, and may the graci-
cus Sovercrgn of this State have long life, strenoth and
prosperity 5 for in his snceess i= oue success, in his glory
wid fortune hie our joy and strongth.
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my individual opinion but also that of some of the best
artists and art critics of Kurope. Similarly, go to Delhi
or Agra and sce the T'aj Mahal or the Moti Mosque or tho
Jumma Mosque and other places, and a strange, deep and
lasting impression will be  created, not a sentiment of re-
verence for our fathers who did these marvellons works
but a desire to emulate them. Our aesthetic tasto will
also be stimulated.  Tu my opinion the ereation of acsthe-
tic appreciation is a large part of education, which materi-
ally influences us in every walk of life.  Apart from Kdua-
cation in arts and crafts there is commercial education on
which the well-being of o Stato so much depends.  End-
eavours by Governmeut are heing made to place Indust-
rial Fducation on a correct and sound basis, and the time
will como when proposals for commercial education
will also be taken into consideration.

Now I beg to invite your attention to one or two gen-
eral, but practical, sugeestions. In the first place, if vou
pay respect to people of wealth and position and power, it
1s neeesssary that vou should pay, il uot more ol Teast as
much, respect to those who are secking learning and tryi o
to spread it They ave o handeed fold more entitled  to
respect than those who ave engaged merely in the cecumau-
Lition of wealth and worldly coods. A teacher, however
low paid he may be, is worthy of respect, for this reason
that he is doing a great serviee o his country and is a
benefactor  of  present and  future  generations.  Oup
country has been proverbial for its respect to teachers and
amongst us the teacher has often commanded an even
greater respect even than the father.  Secondly, it is our
duty to help promising boys who are indigent. \Who
xknows that amonys these very pebbles there may be somo
diamonds ; amongst these very boys there may be some
who, given the opportunity, may become the pride of onr
country 7 'I'o help such boys is to holp our country. A
third matter to which I would direct your attention is that
simply to indulge in vague generalizations and to talk of
general things does not bring much profit,.  We must go
beyond this, and whatever special subject or art wo take up
wo must try to concentrato all our energy on it. It is for
this reason that there ought to be amongst us some who
should concentrate their minds on the detailed stndy of
facts, on weighing and testing each fact and then gradually
by digging bit by bit getting a mastery over all the details
and all tho aspects of the subject, thus VWecoming experts
in their own branch of study or work. It will be then that
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literary men but also men of industry and commerce and
art. India has been trom ancient times celebrated for her
arts and crafts and this fame was no transient oue, but has
come down cven to the present day. Go to auny part of
these Dominions and you will see relics of decadent arts
and crafts which through our own neglect are expuring. 1
do not wish to dwell on ail tue causes that have led to this
decliue of cur ancient induastries.  Awong them the prin-
cipal arve (1) the replacement of handiwerk by machine
power: (2) our own want of artistic tasto.  Really it is not
so much the introduction of machinery as our own decline
1n artistic taste that has brought about this decadence in
owr arts and crafts.  The Himrw, Mashre and Jamewar of
Aurangabad, the carpets of Warangal, the saris and tur-
bans of Patan, the beautiful and fine work of Didar, tke
silks of Siddipe*, the carved work of Bhimkal, the toys of
Kuppal, and many cther industries can be restored to mnew
life by appreciation and encouragement on the part of the
publiec. In the Crystal Palace Kxhibition in London of
1858 there was a sectien in which the carpets from diff-
erent countrics were exhibited together, and vou will be
surprised to hear that the finest carpers were adjudged to
be these from Warangal,  If an exhibition ot carpets were
held to-day can vou imagine that the carpets from Waran-
gal weuld be given the same place?” Tois is the rersult of
our own .1p@thy.

Tuke among the fine arts our ancient sculpturs, and
architecture, which the whole world admires and which in
imitation of the West we are now faintly trving te appreciate.
1 have been recently to Iilora and Ajanta and lmvv seen
the ereat works of art which are among the wonders of
the world, 1t appears to me that what the common people
say that ‘these were the works of gods and avatars’ s
true.  I'or when we compare ourselves with the mighty
creators of these works, it becomes difiicult to believe that
they were the people of the same place and the same
country in which we are living. These two monuments of
human art ave living schools that have been standing
there for centuries |, sxlontly beckoning us to draw instruc-
tion and inspiration from them. Awud the time has now
come when we must accept the invitation. The best
method would be to start an arts school, the promising
pupils of the higher classes of which should spend a certain
period of student life in these caves, and learn from them
what no living painter can teach. In the whole world
there are no schools better than these. This is not only
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we have a distinet and special advantage over other parts of
India and it is this, that here Tindus and Musulmans are
like brothers, their wants and their wishes arce the same.
their relations with one another are so intimate that it 1=
difficult to distinguish between a Hindu and a Mohamedan.
This is one of the characterisic features of  this State. not
only now but for years past, and if God so willg, this dis-
tinction will always remain and give an invaluabloe
lesson to other parts of India. In these davs a fresh
factor for placing these relations on a firmer footing has
entered, and that 15 the present  position of the Urdu
language in theso Domintons. Hitherto the State language
was Persian, a foreign language.  Urdn, which has now
taken its place, is a Hindi-Aryan language. It is the re-
sult of the joint efforts of Hindus anud Mussalinans.  Who-
ever i3 conversant with Marathi or Guzrati can well recog-
nise this langunge as a sister langnage in a philological
sense.  Take this State. where different langnages are
being spoken, as o miniature of Indin in  this respect.
Whenever two  people from  different parts  who are
not acquaintedl  with  one anothers language hold
converse togeticr, the mediom of their com munication
will invariably be Urdu, which every one can  speak  aud
understand. It s our Lingna frasece and gives us  great
and invaluabie help in making us united 1 sentiment and
theught. Do not infer from this thiat § desire the  loeal
vernaculars to Lo overlooked.  As amatter of {act in the
new curriculum every attention hus been paid  to their
improvement an:l in the lirst stages of  cedueation they
have been mad. c‘mnpulwrv. In the hicher classes Urdu
has also been made compulsory boeecause th at is the State
language. I have been mformed that in the Distriets and
villages there is great demand for suek edueation and
applications are l)cmg constantly recetved for the appoint-
ment of Urdu teachers. Besides, it will help luargely
in prowmoting and preserving our unity. The purpose of
developing the Urdu language was to create this
unity betwecn two religions and peoples: even now it
is doing the same work of unification and if we act with
wisdom and forethought it will make mere and still more
for this same end

Our attention should not be directed towards merely
literary education. Our special attention is due to those
arts and industries which materially affect our social lifc
and econowic conditionus. The unecessities of our State are
manifold, and it is essential that it should possess not only
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Gentlemen, in this State the Government are not in-
different to the backwardness of education, On the con-
trary, they have for some timo  past been makine special
(‘Hmts for its progress. You will remember that only a
few years ago they engaged the services of an expert on a
high ..:ﬂ'n'\', who, after ne 'Lr]) two years touring throughout
the length and breadth of the Dominions, pl'odum‘d a report
of eminent ability.  Afterwards financial provision for
giving ceffect to the proposals and schemes was  sanctioned
by the Government  Awmong these may be mentioned  the
preparation and revision of curricala, suitable areangement
for the proper study of Uvdu and utlwr loeal vernaculars,
increasing the number of schools, selection of cood teachers,
.mplnvmneut of Industrial ‘\«lmnh, and the organization of
an adequate distriet Inspecting Ageney. With regard to the
carriculum for Primary Schools it is very necessary to take
mto nccount of all the loeal neads. I'he books should not
only provide for the mtellectunl cultivation of the readers
but alse creafe in the minds ol the young the love of
country, the spivit of union and loyalty, habits of conrtesy
self-sacritico and all those virtues which go to the making
of good citizens. Tt is for this reason that in my  opinion
new readers should he preparvod for onr schools, in which
theso subjects and alzo local knowledge should be adequ-
ately vepresented, and the whole placed in a setting which
our people can understand and  appreciate,

I may assnre you that so far as it reste with Govern-
ment they will leave no stone anturned in the matter of
[idueationai improvement and progress; and  especially at
this time, when His Highness himself is sneh a warm
supporter and patron of education, it is impossible thar
any laxity or hesitation can be allowed. But so long as
the educated men of the country will vot help the Govern-
ment, full snecess cannot be expected,. We  have now to
anderstand that the absonce of education not only means
ignoranco buat has concealed within it the seeds of po-
verty, decay and eventual extinction. 1t is therefore the
duty of all of us to work in the spirit of union and self-

sacrifice and strive, as missionaries of education, to spread
l\nowledoo everywhere, 'Those who are eno'nged in this
sacred work should be respe(,ted by usall, Then will this
great wrong be righted. By God’s grace this State can
boast of every facility. Tts laige revenues, its ample re-
sources, its varied popnlahon. its beauty and historic asso-
ciations are such as to inspire us all to unremitting exer-
tion in its service. Above all. there is one thing in whieh
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assisted 1 fostering and stimulating 1ntellectual activity.
India was renowned for her great l:in.uws 1n ancient times.
Many ancient Indian Familics possessed exceedingly value-
able collections of books. In these days, no less than in
the past, we cannot do without hbrarvies: indeed 1n the
times in wlnch we are living Public Libravies are an abso-
Jute nocessity, The outpnt “of books is xo enormous in
our day that is no longer possible for every man to have
a private libravy which will be rvepresentative of every
branch of knowledge,  He may be able to gather together
some books on the special subjeets in which he s interes-
ted, but to gather a representative collection of hooks on
all the scicncees and arts is beyond the power of any indivi-
dual, s therefore necessary that Government, or the
iuinl cltorts of individuals, should establish Publie Libra-
ries o different places; where students ean spend thene
leisurve i reading and rescarch, and alse where business
men can, (lurm(r their Teisure ionrs, derive the profit and
pleasure which core from reading (Iu- great books of the
world. A good library is a ]nuclms possession indecd
aml contributes ~ubstautially to the sproad of eduention
no less than  schools, colleres and universities.  How

nany lwu];]" with only an clementiry education have, by
tlu' help of hin.nu'\ become renowned and rendored stonal
service to learmngr! lt, 15 matter of oveat satisbae ‘tion to
s that in Hyvde rabad theve is o ve ry fine hibrary to which
addiditions are made every year: so much so that it ]nmm\("
to be one of the famous lbravies in Indin. But it is neces-
sary that in the various districts good Bbhrearvies, though
not vn such a Lorge seate, should 1)(‘ established, in which
specially books in Urdu and the loeal vern: weulars should
be well re presented. Itis not mcxoh necessary that people
should be able to read and write, but a taste for learuin.
should boe created, and this can be more eifectually done
by Bhraries than by schools, I would even go so taras to
say that every Primary School should have a swmall library
ol 1ts own, where books can be found which will interest
not only school hnys but also the village folk, so that the
latter might acauive a taste for re uhng or ab Jeast  listene
me to ru.ulmns from  thoso books and thereby  cordial
relations nmr]\c gradually  be established  between  the
school and lhv vnl.w'v people, which would be a greal
henelit to both. Hn\ would  lead ey cntually  to  the
establishment of travelling Hheavies, and i this way there
would be awide dilfusion of a yeueral taste for Juudm" i
tho country,



9

i our schools trae (vundations for learning and morals. But
to saccessfully achicve thisit is necessary that upto a
certain stage all subjects shouald be taught in the pupil’s
mother tongue. The injary that has been done by im-
parting knowledge through a foreign languaage is too great
to be overlooked any longer.  Not only does it put a great
strain upon the minds of youth, bat our originality and
thought are to a great extent theveby suppressed. It is
satistactory to know that Government in the department of
cducation s cavefally considerving this question and I am
certan that in the new carricnluin adeuate attention will
be paid to it.

[t is uceessarvy ror the achieving ot tais object to en-
rich the stores of our vernacalae langnages, particularly
Urda. so that ous stadents and people may have no  diffi-
calty macquirmyg kuowledge thvoueh it It is o matter
of wreat pleasure that the Awjwman Luraqyi Urduw is  doing

very good work in this connection. 1 have every hope
that its  endeavours  will vesult in making rich
additions to oar hooks on Science and Art.  Bat let no

one understand by this that | am against Western learning
or the acquirement of Enolish.  As aaeatter of fact I am
as staanch a sappovier of that learing as of Oriental learn
ing. Al thay Teontend is that, barmng certain exceptions,
the teachimg of Boclish in the tivst stages of eduacation is
mjurions rathee rhaa profitable  Inothe higher classes it is
a necessity. Without it we cainaot, in the true and real
sense of the tern, consider ourselves (o be cdueated.  In
British India porsibly the course 1 recommend may uot
be found suitatle, a5 Iinglish {5 thers the oflicial langu-
age and ail eorvespondance is conductad init. Bat  in our
state the etheial langpuage s Ueda, and the socin] econditions
previcling nere are differens srom those o British ludia.
The arrangenients now i vrogress  ia the  Dar-ul-uloom
and the Oriental Schivols are based on these  principles,
and I have no doubt when they are finally completed we
shall see the development @ great Oriental University,
without rival in its vwu way in Pritish India, which will
extend dts benctits to people in distant parts of onr
country and render Hyderabad a great centre of Oricutal
learning.

Oune great instrument of education is Public Libraries,
and as a mattor of fact noxt to schools, there is no more
potent instruwent. Public Libraries have always greatly
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sults. Tho prepouderating majority of our population is
agricultural, on whose prosperity depends our prosperity;
50 far no movement for their betterment has been found
to be more promising than that of co-operative croedit. Buat
the “ryot” will never be able to reap the full benefit of
this system until he has had at least elementary edu-
cation. It is for this reason also that we should endeavour
to spread Primary Education in every possible way. T am
sure that if you view the matter from this staud point the
importance of Primary KEducation will acquire an added
signifance in your cyes.

Amid the general depression caused by the statistics
of education that T have presented beforo you, it isa mat-
ter of no small pride that satisfactory arrangements foe
the devclopement of Oriental education arc being made.
We have been able to secure as Principal for the Dar-ul-
uloom, a scholar of great, vepute, who whilst cminent in
Oriental learning, has also been ceducated in the learning ol
the West. and from whom great advantages aro expected.
Suitable modifications in the curricalum  for this College
aro being made, and whatever defects remain will be
gradually removed. The fonudations for tho teaching  of
modern Scicuee have been laid and the teaching  will
gradually be improved. Alongside of this, in seveoral places
it is proposed to start Oviental Iligh Schools,  The first
school of this kind has already been opened  in Awranga-
bad, I visited it recently and was exceedingly pleased to
see that it is being conducted on right and profitable loes,
There is ife and progress, and what is more, the gentlemes
to whom this school has been entrusted realize its importance
and arc doing their work with exemplary zeal and encrgy.
It is my opinion, and I asscrt it with a certain degree
ol cepfidence, that if there is apy truec way of
Educational progress it is this. The experience of almost
a century  has conclusively proved that in  the
Fast, where Westeru learning is not of any advantage
from the standpoint of national progress, an Iducation
that gives no consideration to our social conditions, and local
needs, the foundations of which are not based on the con-
sideration of our national requirements and aptitudes, is
not a profitable education.  Likewise, purcly  Oriental
learning is, in view of our wodern mnecessities, profitless.
The one makes you alicn to your country and its people,
tho other deprives you of the light of modern loarning and
progress  Separated, both are incomplete and wanting,
and for this reason it is necessary that the virtues of both
should be combined and a curriculum formed that will lay
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Education of wowmen. The time for discussion is past; the
time is now for action, for the improvement of the present
and taking thought for the future. God forbid that in
fruitless discussions our time may pass away from our
hands and we stand disgracod before our children. 1t 1s
paiutul to have to remind yeu that in these Dominions
there arc only 4 literate women in a 1,000 and if ycu ex-
clude the satistics of the City from this average it falls
down to 2:3 per 1,000. 'L'his Conference must bear in
mind that if we desire to be an educated  people we must
realize the paramount necessity of the edneation of women
Tho low average of 28 per 1,000 of Jiterates in this State
is due te the very bad average for women. If women are
oxcluded the average is raised te 51 per 1,000 ; but can we
exclude women from such an average, and withont educat-
cd women can a State he consider civilized ?

Now, the fouudation of all education is Primary KEdu-
eation, aud it is therefore necessary that we should devote
as much attention as possible to spreading 1t. All cannot be
highly cducated, but this certainly i3 necessary, that all
should know how to read and write, and our endeavour
should be that amongst the subjects of His Highness the
Nizam there should not be a single person who has not
received Primary Education.  Many illustrations will come
jo our minds of persons who received shmply an elementary
cducation and yet by their ability and subsequent reading
became great men, not only in public esteem: and  position
but even in Kducation and learning. Primary KEducation
is the scaffolding of the mnational fabric and the basis of
individnal  national  progress, In  order to spread
Primary Kducation amongst the people at large we
must seck the assistance of the various local boards.
Presumably in onch locul board there are some people
who will have a  certain amount of interest in Kdu-
cation and if such people, in co-operation with the Inspec-
tors of schools; whom we are for this very reasou going to
appoint in evory district, devote themselves to the spread
of education within their own area, | am sare that we
shall attain success,

Among many other advantages there is one great
advantaze which T anticipate from a widespread diffnsion
of Primary KEducation in this State. You know that here
wo have only recently started the system of co-operative
credit,  U'his is no common movement. It is a very great
movement which will havo very large and far reaching re-
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partly owing to ignorance, and partly to the belief that
the carriculum is not snited to their condition and mneeds.
It will be, therefore, necessary that thecurriculum for these
schools shonld be s0 framed as to give due consideration
to the social and ecoromic neeeds of this scetion of the
populution and at tho same timo fulfil its main objects. 1
am certainithat dua cousideration will he given to this pomnt
in !the curricalum which is now being 'framed. It is a
noteworthy fact that in the whole of Ludia, in the matter
of general education, the most advancel province s
Burma, where tke percentage of literates is 21  The
canse is in all probability tho large number of private
schools connceted with the Buddhist Monasteries.  This
also to a certain extent shows how in these Dominions
the paucity rof literates is partly due to the gradual
decrease of private schools and how necessary it s to make
up for this decrease by adequato snbstitutes,

That country can never be cdncated or progressive
whose women are steeped  in ignorance, however enlight-
ened the men may be. Tt is as if the body politic weve
suffering from hemiplegia, half sound and half pavalysed.
Father and mother both influence the child: bt it is ad-
mitted that the influcnce of the mother is much greater
than that of the father; and if that is admitted ecan it be
supposed that the influcnce of an ignorant mother on the
child will be good ?  If the mothers who give our childven
their first lessons in life—Ilessons which must inevitably
influence their entire fature—are devoid of education, how
can we be suro that when the children go out ot their
hands they will be bles<ed with real education and morals ?
It is for this reason that this State is steeped inignorance,
that there is so littla loarning and such wide spread in-
difference to Kducation. ‘There can be mno doubt that
those familics where tho mon ave educated do pay some
attention to tho education of their women also, but to sav
that the educuted will thomselves arrange for the education
of their wowmen, and that thereforc it is not necessary for
the State to take spccial interest in the promotion of female
e.du'ca.tion, is & snare and a delusion. Is there any fixed
limit to the range of male education ? Is there any fixed
period for its accomplishmont ? Is it sense to wait for this
time indefinitely, sufforing this great injury to the woman-
hood of our country, when both should be together side by
side, because on both depends the continuance of our
families and the improvement of the generations to come *
It is too late in the day to discass the pros and cons of the
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whom Fnglish knowing people form 70 per cent. Of the
literate women in these Dominions, 80 per cent reside in
Myderabad City. The searcity of towns in the Dominions
is another reason for the general backwardness of Edu-
cation, a fact which is exemplified by the average for
Atraf-i-Balda (Suburbs of the city of Hyderabad) and
Maedak, being higher than the average for the Dominions,
The progress of trade and the development of communi-
cations by rail and road are important factors in the
spread of education.  We need go no further than Par-
bhani to see how these factors re-act upon Iducation.
A third cause is the large percentage of the popnlation
who  follow agriculitural and connected  pursuits
(62 per cent,) and the eirenmstances of whose
lives make it difficult for them to realise the ad-
vantages of education.  Further, the absence of serious
attention  {o  things cducational in the Jagirs  helps
to depress the general average. Again, it is possible
that the present  curriculum for Primary Schools s
not popular with or snited to the mneeds of the village
population, and the rural districte generally.  Lastly, the
depressed elasses, who number in fmportance next after
the Mussalmans and the Hindus, aro  absolutely devoid of
Kdueation, Lt is our duty to consider measnres for their
amelioration.  There might be and undoubtedly are, other
canses also ;3 but, in my opinion the groatest is the lack
ol earnestness and  co-operation.  With earnestness and
sympathy, gradually all these impodiments muast disappear.
It will be, therefore, the task of this Confererce not only
to hold mectings in the City and pass plausiblo resolutions,
but to work from place to placo, to study and investigate
the facts in detail and draw correct conclusions from
them ; and then with the self-sacrifice of issionavies
to sot about providing the remedy. It will be then that
their work will command the attention of Government and
the community will derive manifold advantages from it.
Il tho Conference accomplishes this work it will have
captarad the very stronghold of darkness and ignorance,
and present and future generations will always remain
gratefnl to it.

From tho Fducational Reports it appears that private
schools are gradually diminishing in number. It is possi-
ble that correct statistics are not availablo, bat the proba-
bility is that the decrease is due to the opening of Govern-
ment schools, To these Government schools there is a
hesitation on the part of the people to send their children,



While T am deeply wonsible of fhe hononr that has
been done to me, Tesuld wish that the Presidentship of
this Contforence had bheen entrusted to some one botter
fitted for it than T am. I lay no celaim to learning ; at the
some time 1 osay this, without any  false humility  or
hyvpocerisvoa =crvant of learnine Toam, and  of  this
lowily ‘serviee | oam proud. My life interest has been
i Fducation and  will always remain with Edueation,
Wherever T have served, T have placed  tho question of
Fidueation in the foro-tvont ol iy thoughts, and while [
continue to be responsible Tor the Departments entrasted
toany carce in those Domindons the interests of  edaeation

)

will e nearvest to my “huasiness and hosom.’

The conditions of  modern life make the worlh  of
sprroonding edues tion and lenmane on aet of vietne  and
’yit-iy: Mm Faveet i 1w the yworl: of Joliad,  Ta it
nolod feed toowne with temoranee and darkness in order to
spvescd the liebd of ooy o the Tand, espeeinlly in a
Mol owhere the conditton of edueantion v Tow  and where
fhee recs ity of ~daention b nnperfeetly roccoonized, and
whoeve, the members of the Confereneo will ]n'u}ml)ly ba
stirprised to hea s rhe averace poundher of peopie who can
moevely read and write is only 208 per cent.

Aithoveh the population of Hyderabad darvine the
st consus merveased ateriadly, the averaoe for Fdueation
moproportion to the population decreased by 4 per 1000,
Comparing the averages for Hyderabad  with those for the
surrocnding States and Provinees you  will  see what  a
Hereulean task lies belore us, and how every  nerve and
sinew nust be o exerted if our condition is to improve.
The percenrage in P'ravencore of edoeated  people is 15 ;
in Bavoda, 101, in Madeas, ©°5 in Bombay, 7, in Mysore,
Goom the Conteal Provinees and Berar 33 and Hydera-
bad 22 only. It is casy to make the Edacational  De-
partment alone responsible for the backwardness; hut is it
not the duty of every department of the State to help the
Edueational department and the great  cause for which it
was constituted 2 Is it that the people of this  State, as
comparved with those in other parts of India are less
intelligent or inore stolid 7 No, eertainly not ! The canse
of this regression must be songht for elsewhere. Thero
is no doubt that from the point of view of Iducation, the
condition of the City of Hyderabad is much better, and as
a mattor of fact in comparison with that of tho Districts,
astonishingly 0. The porcentage of literates is 20, out of
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a conventional one, as is expected from the President of
this  Conference, hut really, my heart is torn with grief.
[ had the privilege of the friendship of all those men, and
when I think of their passing away my hoart is indead
overwhelmed with sorrow. In this Conference who is there
who does not lament the loss of these noble benefactors of
theip country ? Can we naume in this great eountry  of ours
another man who has, by his absolnto selflessness, his
great self.sacrifice and sincerity, done such loyal service
te his counery ; who has given his talents, his substance,
M’t"'}'ﬂli“g——~:L_v(* life itself —for it * [ have no concern here
with  Mr. Gokhale's other manifold activities [ awm
concerned only with the priceless  services that he has ren-
dered to the cause of education, and the example of self-
sacrifice and sincerity which he has held up hefore ns,
What finer example can we show than that of Moulana
Hali. who may be said to  have revolutionised 1Trdu
literature, and who, throngh his stirring poetry, nwakened
his people from the sleep ages, whose holy life and groeat
virtues have loft an indeliole mark on the sands of tirme
Can we point to any greater friend of dearnine and of
stndents than Dy Agornath ? Can we at this time pomt 1o
any one like Monlana Shibli, wh spent his hole life in
historieal veseareh and in creating ananterest in the hisfory
of Islam, and who it his last breath was engaced in the
same great pursuit 7 A point to be particnlarly observed in
connection wi h these beaatifnl hives s that  these
patriots spent. the oreater part of their time and eunnrey
in the pursuir of knowledge and the spreading  of Eduea

tion, without earine for recognition or reward. “They all
belonged to poor families : they remained poor all theiv
lives; vet the work they  have done and the renown they
have won no millionaire ean attain,  Sneh men are the
very salt of the earth,

Gentlemen, I congratulate yon on the happy inspi-
ration which has prompted the inangnratizcn of this Con-
ference. 1 trost the good it will do will he remembered
not only by ns but by posterity also. [ am persnaded that
no greater sevvice could have been done by citizens to Fdu-
cation thau the promotion of this Conference. This work
should have been started long ago, bat w»  can make up
for the delay wbich has oceurred and was, perhaps,
inuvitable, by the energy and perseverance which we will
uow devote to the work; and if it is continned
in the same spirit, in which it has begnu youn will soon see
what great results follow your efforts.
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Thé procesdings openel with an invocatory poem in
Urdu, recited by some students of the Normal  School.
The 'Iun ble Mr. Fius- ud-Din, a member of the Hyderabad
Bar and of the local Legislative Council, and Chairmaun ot
the Recoption (/nlnlnllt,m’ welcomed the delezates and
propused Mr. Hydari as the President of the Conference.

Mr. Hydari then delivered, in Urdu, his Presidential
Address, which was anasterpicee of persnasive and digni-
fied eloquence.  His manuer of delivery wis superb and
vastly enhanced the impressiveness of  the  proocedings.
It 1%, of coure, absolutely nupossible to Lring out in u
veanslation thoe literary beauty of the Urdo 5 the Eoghish
translation printed below merely  gives the atter of the
~pecch, but mwakes no clann to avpm(lmu. nmoany sense, the
cliarm dlld impressiveness of the origiual,

PRESIDENTIAL SPEECH.

Goutleen :—

We wre passing through o world  erisis. A bloody
war 15 raging in Kurope, which has thrown wliost the
whole world into mourning, Hundreds of thousands of
God’s ercatures are, without fanlt, being killed ; and
throughont the whole world there is a strange spivit of
dlsqmetudc and unvest  But in this darkness there is for
us this gleam of light, that we have discharged our duty
a5 subjects with entire perfectness and Io).nlt,\' The
gracious sovereign of this State has again given abidiug
pluof of the traditional loyalty ef his forefathers. W
have inpliciv faith and trust in Godo He will protect the
rght and crush wrong and the oppressor, and  for this
reason we are without anxiety as to the issue. Perfeet
confidence reigns ammong  us, one  proof of which
1s that we are going to- d.lv to llhlll”llldbc this good work
herve, and hold t,lns (:mxfmunux for tlm plumutmh ot kFdn-
cation, with which the prosperity of our country and our
hopes are intimately bound up. We are sincerely grateful
to His Hizhness for his having cracionsly been pleased to
accord sanction to this movement.

I wonld next beg leave to express my decp sorrow at
the great national loss that lndia has sustained Ly the
death of that great patriot, the Hon’ble Mr. Gokhale, and
by the deaths of Moulana Hali, Moulana Shibli and
Dr. Agornath. This expression of mv sorrow is not werely
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A unique event in the history of Hyderabad o the
holding ol the first Hyderabad Mducational Conlerence
under the DPrestdeutship o e Mo AD N yvdarei, Scee-
retavy to s Ilighness’ Government in Juter alia the
Fductional tiepartment.  One  striiking  feature  of  this
Conforenco was that it was attended by ropreszeutatives ol
all communities and by deleoates frony bire Districts, e
tromendous snecess svarranis the hope that 1o will give the
stimulus that has been long requived (o educationad nt -
ters tn Hyderabad.

The Conference is Lhe work ol aicw  earnest voune
men, led by Moulvi Murtaza, SHecretary ol the Conderones,
and supperted strongly o theiv ¢iores by Meo Hivdaeis who
has always been of opimion that  ducational Couloronces
arve the most helpiul ageney that Government can have in
advancing Mdueational progvess o Ths Hlhichuess” Domi-
niony, by providine a most heaclicial oatio 6 foe the incel-
lectual efforts and the publie spieit of enthacin e workers,
in the State. The vroccedines,  whish wers conducted
throuchout o Urdu, wore clinvectorsed by oerlect order
}LII([ (‘,\7il\('('(l o Iif)il'i‘ ‘)r (]("‘P’ I(",'”]('\’. 'll‘ll(' B !‘f'l"':l('i
attaived o hich deoves ol exceetlence, bothv o their fore
and matter, while maost o the Resolulions were ol an
cntively proctica! chiavierer and not mere pompoaas deela
mations in high Hown faoouaee, Many woho have hd
expericnce ol Conlerences in ditferent parts of  Iodin
pronounced the first Hyderabad Kdueational Conforence
to be amongst the most successtul, from a practieal  point
of view. His Highness had shown his orncions svinrath
with the Conference by sanctioning its beine held andeov
Mr. Hydar?s Presidentshap, and allowine the wse of the
beautitul Mahbubia Town Hall,— this hobne the firsd public
ocension of which She hall has bhoon vo neod-—and by com-
man-ling that during the fhne Governmend soevant s we e
attending the Canference from the Distvicts theyv <hounld
bo considered to have been on duty. There wos  an ons
couragiug attendance of ladios who taks an interaci in
Fducational matiers. Vory cood avranoements  wore
made for Puedabh Tadies, seyeeal of whom ave  wiwmbers of-
the Conloerence.






Jranslations in English
oF THE

RESOLUTIONS OF THE
First Hyderabad

Educational Conference,

WITH

THE PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS QF
‘Mr, A. HYDARI,

Secretary to H. H. the Nizam's Govt. in the Judioial
Police and General Departments.

[Reprinted from the “ Hyderabad Bulletin,”]
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