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PREFACE.

OST of the material for this volume weas collected
Mr. T. S. Macpherson in the years 1909—1912 and mui
of it waswritten by him. It was completed by Mr. M. G. Ilallel
The authors are indebted to Eai Bahadur Sharat Chandu
Ray from whose interesting workson tho Mundas and Oryoi
much information has been taken.

For the portions of the volume which deds with lun
revenue questions, Mr. Reid's report on tho settlement op
tions in Cho ta Nagpur has been of great value.

T. S. MACPHERSON,
M. G. HALLETL

" To be substituted in place of the existing preface to the
Ranch! Gazettero.”






PREFACE.

The preparation of this volume hes been greatly
facilitated by the use of material which was collected
and compiled during the yeas 1909 to 1912 by
Mr, T. S. Macpherson, i.c.s., who was unfortunately
not able to complete the work.

| an dso greatly indebted to Babu Sharat Chan-
dra Bay from whose interesting works on the Mundas
and the Oraons much information has bean taken.

For the portions of the volume which ded with land
revenue quedions, Mr. Reid's report on the settlement
operaions in Chota Nagpur has been of great use
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GAZETTEER

OF THK

RANCHI DISTRICT.

CHAPTER I.

PHYSICAL ASPECTS.

THE district of Kanchi, which forms the west-central GENERAL
portion of the Chota Nagpur Division, is situated between 22° 21’ DESCRIPTION".
and 23° 43' north latitude and between 84° 0' and 85° 54/ east
longitude. It extends over 7103*55 square miles and is the
largest district in the Province. The population as ascertained by
the census of 1911 is 1,387,516. It is bounded on the north
by the districts of Palamau and Hazaribiigh; on the east by
the district of Manbhum, the northern half of the boundary
coinciding with the Subarnarekha river; on the south by the
district of Singbhum, and by the Tributary State of Giingpur;
and on the west by the Tributary States of Surguja and Jashpur
and by the district of Palamau. Ilanchi, tho chief town, is situ-
ated in 23° 23' north latitude and 85° 20' east longitude at a
height of 2,128 feet above sea-level, and is the administrative
headquarters of the district and of the Chota Niigpur Division.

It is also at present the temporary capital of the Province of
Bihar and Orissa.

In ancient times the tract which corresponds to the district of Chages in
Ilanchi and the neighbouring parganas was in the undisturbed geg
possession of the Munda and (M on races and was known to tho
Aryans as Jharkandor the "forest tract*". In historical times,
when the aboriginal village communities had come, under the
subjection of the chiefs of the Nagbansi family, it formed part
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of the Subah of Bihar and is mentioned in the Ain-i-Akbm as
the realm of the Raja of Kokrah, a name which still survives
as the name of the most important pargana of the district.
The region was also known to the Mughals as Nagpur or Coira
Orissa. The name Nagpur probably dates back to the 15th
or 16th century and is said in Hamilton's Gazetteer of Hindustan
(1815) to indicate that the territory contained diamonds. It
was by this name that the district was known to the early
British administrators when it was ceded to them in 1765,
and in covenants granted to the Raja settlement was given of
the Nagpur pargana. The name Chutia or Chuta Nagpur is
found in Kennel's map (1792) and in Hamilton's Gazetteer
(1815) and the latter explains the name by saying that " tbe
district is distinguished by the term Chuta (little) to distinguish
it from the other Nagpur possessed by the Bhonslah Maratha
family/' but this interpretation is almost certainly incorrect and
the name is probably derived from Clmtia, a village close to
Ranchi, which is reputed to be the original home of the Nagban”i
chiefs.

During the early period of British rule the country, with
other adjoining territories, of a total area of 12,004 squire miles,
was placed under the charge of the Magistrata of llamgirh
in the Hazaribagh district, but the control from Kamgarh which
was situated outside the Ranchi plateau proved ineffective, and
in 1833 the present district, with the adjacent parganas of
Palamau and Dhalbhum, was formed into a separate Province
known as the South-west Frontier Agency. The headquarters
of the principal Assistant of the Agent to the Governor-General,
who administered the area, were at first at Lohardaga but were
removed in 1813 to Kishunpur, a village which forms part of
the present town of Ranchi. On the abolition of the South-
west Frontier Agency in 1854, Chota Nagpur became a non
regulation Province under a Commissioner, and the district, which
was still called by the name of the former heal quarters of
Lohardaga, consisted at that time of two subdivisions, pargana
Palamau forming the Palamau subdivision and the present
district with pargana Tori foraiing the Sadar subdivision.
In 1392 Palamau and Tori, with three parganas which
had been -transferred from Gaya to lohardaga in 1871,
were formed into the district of Palamau, and from that date



PHYSICAL ASPECTS. 3

the area of the district has remained unaltered. The name
of the distriit was changed in 1899 from Lohardaga. to Ilanchi,
the name of a small village comprised in the headquarter**
station.

The district of Ranchi consists of three plateaux. The first
and highest plateau is in the north-west of the district and
comprises roughly the area included in thanas Chainpur and
Bishippur and the western part of thana Lohardaga. It is
shut off: from the rest of the district by tho line of jungle-
covered hills which runs from the west of Palkot and
Gamla to the boundary of the district north-west of Lohardaga,
and forms such a striking feature of the landscape from the
eubdivisional headquarters at Gumla. From the distance tlicsc
hills give the impression of a magnificent natural wall stretching
from north to south in an unbroken Ym% but a near view shows
them to consist of rocky spursof various heights with deep
valleys radiating from the central mass. Tha average height
of this area exceeds 2,500 feet above the sea-level, and the only
level portions are the valleys of tho Saiikh and the North Koel,
the former flowingin a southerly direction through the broad
cultivated plain of Bhitar Barwe (Chainpur thana) and tho latter
rising in the hills between Kurumgarh and Jori and flowing
through tho narrow valley of Bahar Barwe (Bishunpur thana]
towards Palamau. A distinctive feature of this tract, and in
partioular of the north-western corner, are the level cultivated
hill-tops locally called pats. Of these tho largest and best known
are Rajadera or Banspahar in the north of Chainpur thana, and
Onegara to the north-west of Lohirdaga. In the latter table-
land is the highest hill of the district, Sani Pahar, which rises
to a height of 3,615 feet above sealevel. The country is
sparsely populated and the forests which have suffered little
from the axes of the aboriginals are still of con siderable
value.

The second and central plateau includes the eastern portion
of the Gumla subdivision, the whole of the head quarters
subdivision, and the western part of the Khuuti subdivision.
The average level is about 2,000 feet; the country is undulating
intersected with numerous streams and rivers, and studded with
low rocky hills and isolated peaks of igneous origin, generally of
gneissie formation*  These hills form a conspicuous feature of

Configuration
and
Scen«ry.
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the landscape in any portion of the plateau. They rise abrupfc
and black, their summits sometimes bare and dome-like, some-
times rugged and irregular. The highest portion of the central
plateau is a ridge eight to ten miles south-west of Ranchi, which
contains the sources of the chief rivers 06 the district, the
Subarnarekba and the South Koal. Between the hillstheland is
for the most part under cultivation, the uplands producing crops
of the hardier rice and millet, while in the lowlands, which are
banked up and terraced to retain the water, good crop3 of fine rice
areobtained. The plateau was formerly covered with forests, but
the forests have gradually receded more and more before the axes
of* the inhabitants and commercial exploitation, and the region
east of the meridian of Palkot fully deserves the name given to
it by the inhabitants of Tant Raj or " land of cultivated
upland"g in contradistinction to the Ban Rd? or ** land of
jungle", the name given to the western parganas and the
Feudatory States. In the south-western thanasthereisstill alarge
expanse of forest, and from the summit of a hill the country
appears covered with a waving sheet of low forest with
little or no sign of human habitation, but a nearer view
shows numerous small village, each with their plots of cultivated
tiinr round the homesteads and the terraced don tucked away
in the narrow beds of the streams. The fringes oE the plateau
arc mountainous, and the traveller ascends by tortuous hill
pisses known as ghats. Along the north boundary, from Silli on
the east to Bairagi on the west, atract of mountain and jungle
extends almost without a break and divides off the district from
Hazaribagh and Palamau, The high road from Ranchi to
Hazaribagh (inlsit* way through thdse hills and, winding down
from Chutupalu on the border of the district to the Damodar
river at Riimgarh, descends 700 feet in three miles. .The scenery
i$ extremely beautiful and in clear weather, from the top of the
ghat, a magnificent view is obtained of the stsep wooded dopes
of the hills and over the plains of Hazaribagh to Parasnath
in the far distance. The ghat by which both road and railway
a333iid from Purulia prosmts erpiilly boautiEul views, though the
hill-slopes are not so steep and the distant view isnot so extensive.

The third plateau consists of the extreme southern and eastern
portions of the district and in few places exceeds a height of
1,000 feet above sea-level. This regionis known as the Five
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Parganas and is well watered by the tributaries of the Subarna-
rekha, A lofty range of bills divides the main portion of tbis
plateau from the secluded valley of Sonapet in the south-eastern
corner of the district.
The general lines of the hills have been described in the
preceding paragraphs. The loftiest summits in the range of
hills in the extreme west, which stretches south from Birpokhar
(3,621 feet above sea-level) within Ihe Palamau border, are Oria
(3,498 feet), Bardag (3,216 feet), Udni (3,419 feet), Hutfir
(3,209 feet) and the Koiapat in Barwe (3,107 feet). To the
north and north-west of Lohardaga arc Sslgipat .(3,511
feet), Dudhia (3,571 feet), Bulbul (3,351 feet) and Jalakdia,
on the Palamau border. In the range which stretches south
from Dudhia and Bulbul is Sani Pahar (3,G15 feet), the
highest point in the district. Bluff isolated hills form con-
spicuous land marks in the central plateau ; the most remarkable
are Marang Buru (2,434 feet), the sacred hill of the Mundas,
ten miles south of Ranchi, Bariatu (2,607 feet), four milesnorth of
Ranchi, and the curious pyramid-shaped Ranchi hill (2,423 feet)
crowned with a Hindu temple. In the hills which fringe the
north-eastern side of the central plateau the highest points ara
Paina (2,700 feet) and Kutam (2,162 feet), to the east and
north-east of Ranchi, respectively. In the south-east where the
plateau falls away to Singhbhum, the range shutting off the
Sonapet valley rises at one point to a height of nearly 3,000 feet.
In the intricate hills of Biru the highest peaks ar3 Bhaonr Pahar
(1,492 feet) and the isolated peak of Alu Pahar in the valley of
theSankh (2,172 feet).

The chief rivers of the district have their source either in the
long ridge of high country which runs, at an elevation of nearly
2,500 feet, from south-east to north-west 8 to 10 miles south-west
of Ranchi, or in the hills which shut off the Barwe plateau. The
former contains the source of the Subarnarekha and the South
Koel, and in the latter rise the Sankh and the North Koel.

The streams which unite to form the Subarnarekha rise in the
oountry 10 miles west and south-west of Ranchi town, between the
villages of Nagri and Hatia, and the river pursues awinding course

o the east till it descends from the plateau by tho fallsof Hundru-
rhagh at the point where the three districts of Hazaribagh,
lanchi and Manbhum meet; it then turns south and forms the

HILLS.

RIVER
SYSTEM.

The Sabarna
rekha.
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boundary between the two latter districts for a distance of
35 miles; turning east again, it traverses Smghbhum, Mayurbhan j
and Midnapore, and flows into the Bay of Bengal after a course
of 296 miles. The Subamarekha has three chief tributaries,
the Kokro, the Kanohi and the Karkarl, which, flowing in an
easterly direction, drain the Khunti subdivision. The name
Subaruarekha means " the thread of gold " and the sands of the
river and of some of its tributaries are auriferous.

The South Koel risss on the northern dopes of the same
ridge as the Subarnarekha and flowsin a north-westerly direction,
almost parallel to the Lohardaga-Ranchi road ; it turns south
at a point 8 miles north-east of Lohardaga and follows a
southerly and south-easterly coursetill it passes into Singhbhum
in the south of Bano thana. In Singhbhum it again changes
its course westward till it unites with the Sankh in Gangpur,
after an independent course of 185 miles. The two rivers united
form the Brahmani which flows through the district of Cuttack
into the Bay of Bengal. The chief tributaries of the Koel are
the Karo, the Chata and the Bonai, which drainthe western
portion of the Khunti subdivision, and the Paras which drains
Sisai thana. The name " Koel" isacommon one for river in
Chota Nagpur ; its meaning is uncertain.

The Sankh rises in the north-west of the district, flows
in a northerly direction through the centre of the Rajudera
plateau, and then turns abruptly south and descends to the
plains of Bar we by a beautiful waterfall known as SadnTghagh.
After crossing the plains of Banve in a south-westerly direc-
tion, it flows almost due south, forming for some distance the
boundary between Ranchi and Jashpur, then passing through the
hills which separate Barwe from Biru it flows in a westerly
. direction and, passing into Gangpur near the village of Samsera
in the extreme south of the district, uniteswith tho Koel,
Its chief affluents are the Palamanda and Bompai rivers which
drain Biru. Tradition saysthat diamonds are found in the
Sankh. Ptolemy states that diamonds were founl in Kokko-
maji, aregion which probably included Chota Nagpur, and the
reference in Muhammadan writings and the posesion of dia-
monds by the local chiefs go to substantiate the tradition that
tho river did yield a number of more or lesi valuable gems.
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A spot, 10 miles north of Kochedegl, near the Peruaghagh, is
Iccally reported to have contained diamonds and is still known
as the dangadhi dab, or kira dab, the " diamond pool".

The North Koel, though rising within a very short distance
of the Sankh, flows northward through the narrow valley of
Bishunpur into Palamau, where, after a course of 186 miles, it
joins the Son under the plateau of Koh tas.

These four rivers, fed hy numerous small streams from the
hills near which they paes, effectively drain the whole dibtrict,
and are sufficient to carry off even the heaviest rainfall. No
part of the district is liable to flood. The South Koel alone
has a drainage area of 3,000 square miles and the Sankh and
Subarnarekha of ],100 equarc miles each within the district.
For tbe greater part of the year they are easily fordable, but in
the rains they frequently come down in violent and sudden
freshets which for a few hours, or it may be for days, render
them impassable even for the primitive dongas which, formed
of hollowed-oufc trunks of trees, serve as ferries.

A description of the river system of the Banc hi district
would be incomplete without mention of the waterfalls, any of
which would in a western country be regarded as worthy of a
visit even from a distance. Of these the most picturesque is the
Hundrughagh, 24 miles east-no il h-east of the town of Kanchi,
where the Subarnarekha descends from the edge of the plateau
over a cliff with a sheer drop of 320 feet. In the rains, when
the river is in flood, the falls pr esent a most impressive spectacle,
as the waters, red with the soil through which they flow
fall thundering over the cl'ff in a cloud of spray. From the
top of the falls thereis magnificent view of the river winding
through a narrow gorge in the forest-clad hills to the plains
of Hazaribagh. The Dasomghfgh (22 miles south-east of
Bsnchi near Taimara) is formed by the Kanchi river falling
over a ledge cf rock in a sheer descent of 114 feet, amid rocky
and sylvan scenery. There are also two Peruaghaghs in the
Gumla subdivison, one in Basia thana and the other in Koche-
dega thana, so named because wild pigeons in hundreds nest
in the crevices of the rocks. The Sadnighagh by which the
Sankh river drops from the Bajadera plateau into the plains of
Barwe is also extremely beautiful.

The North
Koel.

Waterfall*.
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Lakes are conspicuous by their absence, the explanation
being that the granite which forms the chief geological feature
of the district ia soft and soon worn away. Artificial lakes
and tanks have been formed at some places by erecting embank-
ments across the beds of rivers. Thelargest of these are the
Ranchi Lake in the centre of the town, the tank near the Maha-
raja's palace at Ratu, and that near Toto in Gumla, thana.

Excluding from consideration materials of such recent age
as alluvium and soil, the geological formations observed in the
Ilanchi district are the Lower Gondwana and the Archaean.
The Karanpura and South Karanpura coal-fields, which lie
alrnost entirely in the Hazaribagh district to the north, encroach
on the northern boundary of the district, and in theBe
occur outcrops of the Panchet and Raniganj iron-stone shales
and the Barakhar and Talcher divisions of the Gondwana rocks.*
With this exception, the whole of the district is occupied by
ancient crystalline rocks-schists, quartzites, epidiorites, gneisses,
and granites of Archaean age. They may be grouped into two
divisions, one of which, comprising the schists and quartzites,
with the epidiorites known as the Dalma trap, wa3 formerly
termed submetamor phic, and is now considered to correspond to the
Dharwars of South India. The gnesses and granites may be
conveniently grouped together to form the other division of
Archaean rocks.

The geology of the district has not in most parts been worked
out in detail, but enough is known to show that almost the whole
of it isoccupied by gneisses and granites. Inthe south-east
oomer of the district, north of the Dharwar boundary, these
rocks comprise fine quartzitic gneisses, alternating with felspathic
and ordinary granitic gneisses; a few bands of hornblendic
gneiss also occur but trap is rare, if it is not altogether wanting.
Elsewhere, on the Karoriver, the existence of coarse granitic
and porphyritic gneisses has been recorded. It is probable that
the gneisses and granites mentioned are typical of the whole area,
but it is not unlikely that a cose search would reveal the
existence of occasional small areas or bands of schistsiu the
gneiss and granite areas. The Dharwar rocks oooupy practically
the whole southern fringe of the district, being really the northern

* An account of them and of their associated coal will be found in. the Memoirs
of the Geological Surrey of India, Volume VII, pages 2
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edge of a large and roughly elliptical area of Dharwars, occupy-
ing by far the larger portions of Gangpur and Singhbhum and
the south-east corner of Manbhum. They are separated from
the gneiss-granite area to the north by a well-marked boundary
fault, delineated by runs of pseudomorphic quartz and of red
hematite, often giving rise to small hills. The fault has been
traced for over 100 miles in an easterly direction from near Jati
and Bandgaon to near Bhelaidiha in Bankuradistrict. The
Dharwars of this part of India consist mainly of quartzites, mica-
quartz-schists, mica-schists, chlorite-schists, hornblendic schists,
and their less metamorphosed phyllitio forms, and to a smaller
extent, of staurolite- schists, alusite-schists, garnet-schists,
kyanite-schists, and tourmaline-schists, the whole much traversed
by epidioritic dykes; and any of these rooks might be found
in the exposures in the Ranchi district. In addition, thereis a
great range of hills culminating in the peak of Dal ma in Man-
bhum, whence the name Dalma trap is derived. To the south of
Ta mar, owing to a northward bend, this range of epidiorite hills,
which constitutes a considerable part of the boundary between
Ranchi and Singhbhum, lies wholly in the Ranchi district, and
the district boundary runs south of it so as to include the upper
portion of the valley of the Sona Nadi, long famous as a source
of alluvial gold. Thavalley of the Sona Nadi is occupied by
schistose rocks of Dharwar age.

Probably on account of the large area covered by gravels and
gneisses, the district is, so far as is known, singularly barren of
valuable minerals. The auriferous quartz veins which traverse
the Dharwar schists were the object of the disastrous gold boom
of 1889-90, and there are gold-bearing sandsin the Kanchi and
other rivers, but an investigation by the Geological Survey
tended to show that no occurrenceis at present known of either
vein or alluvial gold worthy of exploitation on European lines.*
Specimens of galena have been obtained in the Subaruarekha
near Silli, and doubtless, when the two Karanpura coal-fields
come to be worked, some of the coal production may come from
this district.

The greater portion of the district was at one time covered
with dense forests. At the present day the central and eastern

* The gold-bearing rooks of Chota Naqpu,r have been described by S. M.
Maclaren in Records, Geological Survey of Tndia, Volume XXXI, Part IT.

BOTANY.
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plateaux arc for the n:ost part denuded of forests, and only small
scrub jungle, with few big trees, is found on the hills, while
patches of jungle, known as patra, still remain dotted among
the cultivated lands and are the only traces of the forest which
once covered the whole of this area.  In the west and north-west
of the district there are still large areas of unbroken forest, but
even in these parts cultivation is rapidly being extended at the
expense of the forest and the large trees are being cut out and
sold for commercial purposes. A more detailed description of the
forests of the district is given in alater Chapter.

The Ranchi district is the centre of the second, or South
Gangetic, tract in which sd (Shorea robusta) is gregarious. The
best sil forests are invariably found in the valleys, where in good
soil straight trees, 100 to 120 feet in height, with a girth of ten
to fifteen feet, used to be found ; in the hills and on the slopes of
the ghats,  thetrees are short and stunted, and on the driest south-
ern slopes sal is supplanted by other trees of the so-called " Mixed
Forest" type. In the valleys, especially in sheltered situations,
the principal companions of st- are the Awn (Terminalia tomen-
tosa), Qambhar (Gmelina arboria), Kend (Diospyros tomentosa
or melanoxylon, ebony) and Smal (Bombix malabarieum, the
cotton treo). The Mahud (.Bassia latifolia) is common through-
out Chota Njgpur, butin thy forests is chiefly confined to the
hills.  Tun (Culrela Tooni) and Ssn (Dalbergia Sissoo), both
valuable timber-yielding trees, are not native of Chota Nagpur,
but are frequently planted. Hara (Terminalia ehebula), Karam
(Adinacurdifolia), Kusum (Schleiehera trijuga), Paisar (Ptero-
carpus Marsupium) are also important species of trees. In the
inferior sal forests in the hills are found Dkaura (Anogeissus
latifolia), Fiar (Hujhania latifolia), Sd/ia (Lagcrstroemia'par-
viflora), Khai)' (Acacia catechu), Amaltas (Cassia fistula) and
Bamboo (Dendro-calamus strictus). The undergrowth in the
sal forests consists principally of Woodfordia floribunda, Kurchi
(Holarrhena antidyaenterica), Croton oblongi-folius and species
of Gardeniaand Kindia. Mixed with the sal are also a number
of characteristically Central Indiatrees, which do not cross the
Gnngetic plain, such as Cochlosperraum, Soymida, Boswellia,
Hardwickia and Bassia. In the villages there arc groves of
mangoes (Mangifera Indien), but few of the better fruit-bearing
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varieties are found. Jamun (Eugenia Jambolona), Karanj (Pon-
amia Glabra), Tetar (Tamarindus indica), Bael (Aegle Marme-
gos), Jack-fruit (Artocarpus integrifolia), .Pipal (Ficusrcligiosa)
and Bar (Ficus Bengalensis) are common [round village sites.
The Tolas (Butea frondosa and Bufoea Supcrba) is often gregari-
ous in cultivated and waste lands, and its wealth of scarlet
blossom in the hot season is astriking sight. The convolvulace-
ous creeper (Porana Paniculata), the well-known bridal creeper,
displays a mass of white flowers along the ghats in November,
and a large variety of tree and ground-orchids are to bo found
in the jungle. Pams are seldom found but the dwarf palm
(Phcenix Acaulis or Khajur (is found on the upper edge of the ghali.

Of the timber-yielding trees the most important are the sal,
gambhar, tun, sisu, kend, asan and s mal. The principal fruit
trees are the mango, jamun; jack-fruit, and mahuaj but many
other forest shrubs and trees yield fruit which affords a valuable
food-Supply to the aboriginal inhabitants in years of scarcity.
Mr. Slacke, in his report on the Settlement operations of the
Chota Niigpur estate, enumerates twenty-one species of seeds and
the fruits of forty-five uncultivated trees which are used as food,
in addition to thirty-four trees, the leaves of which are used as
sag (vegetables), and eighteen species of edibleroots. Even this
long list is probably not exhaustive. Mr. Slacke aso gives the
names of ninety-seven forest products used as medicines, twenty-
eight used as oils and gums, seventeen used as dyes, and thirty-
three creepers or bark of trees used as ropefibres. The length
of these lists shows the economic value of the jungles to the
aboriginal inhabitants. Varioustrees, such as the kusum (Schici-
chera trijuga), palas (Butea frondosa), dumar (Ficus hi*pida),
bair (Zizxphus jujuba) and karam (Adina Cordifolia) are used for
the cultivation of lac, but the best lac is obtained from the kusum
and pa las.

In former times Ranchi was ahappy hunting-ground for
the sportsman, but this reputation is no longer deserved, and,
though returns show that wild animals and game of all descrip-
tions areto be found in the district, yet Ranchi now compares
very unfavourably with the adjoining districts of Singhbhum
and Palamau, and the enthusiastic sportsman or naturalist may
spend many months scouring the jungle without finding
anything worth preservation, Various causeehave contributed

Economic
USES8.

FAUNA.
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to this result. Cultivation, and the clearing of jungles for
this purpose, has been widely extended during the last twenty
years, and even from the few strongholds, such as Bans Pahar
in the extreme north-west corner of thedistrict, or the jungles
of Samsera and Malsara on the border of Gangpur inthe south
of the Simdega subdivision, the game is rapidly being driven by
the exploitations of timber-contractors and the unrestricted
depredations of native shikar it. The aboriginal thikari has no
respect for age or sex, and with his bow and arrow or muzzle-
loading gun will shoot any animal, large or small, that comes
within range, and thewholesaledestruction of smaller gamewhich
has gone on unchecked for years has driven the larger carnivorous
animals to more favoured parts. For the preservation of the
fauna of the district the establishment of sanctuaries for game
is very necessary, or, failing this, the strict enforcement
of the game laws, prohibiting the slaughter of femalesand
immature males throughout the year, and of all gameduring
the hot weather. A reduction in the number of gun licenses
might assist game-preservation, but even if gun licenses were
considerably reduced, the slaughter of deer and small game
would go on unchecked, asthe bow in the hand of the abori-
ginal is as useful a weapon as the gun. Gun licenses have
been freely given in the past, to protect the inhabitants against
the larger carnivora, and the total number of licenses at
present in force is over 1,800. Thedestruction of wild animals
has also been encouraged by thegrant of rewards. Theordinary
rewards are Rs. 25 for a tiger, Rs. 5 for a leopard or wolf,
Rs. 2-8 for a bear or a hyaena.

Bordered asit is by Singhbhum, Jashpur and Palamau, all
containing reserve forests and large uncultivated tracts, the
district is naturally visited by tigers who are stragglers or
excursionists from those more favoured parts. Owing to the
dearth of deer and small game, tigers are ordinarily cattle-
destroyers and frequently man-eaters. In the thanasin the south
and west of the district hardly a month passes in which half a
dozen to a score of cattle are not reported to have been killed by
tigersand in thethree years 1911, 1912 and 1913 the average
number of cattle killed by tigers in the district was 1,122.
In these three years also 177 personswerekilled by tigers, and at
the beginning of 1913 there were six known mam-eaters at
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large. Torid the district of these peste rewards of &s. 500
were offered for every tiger killed ia thanas Torpa, Bano,
Kolebira, Kochedega and Chaiopur. The offer of these rewards
had the desired effect, no less than five man-eaters being killed
soon after they were proclaimed. In the year 1915 no
less than four tigers were killed in Biru, and rewards of
Rs. 500 werepaid for each of them. Daring the three years 1911
to 1913 thirty-four tigers were said to have been killed in the
district, but, though the majority of these were no doubt killed
within its borders, there is good reason to believe that native
shikaris are induced, even by the ordinary rewards of Rs. 25,to
bring into the subdivisional headquarters at Gumla the skins of
tigerskilled in the adjacent native States. Though the aboriginal
is fearless in attacking even a tiger, the most common way
of destroying a man-eater or oattle-destroyer is by means of a
trap set with*a poisoned arrow. A six-foot bamboo bow is fixed
flat on, or a foot above, theground, with a poisoned arrow on the
bow string, aimed so as to command the path by which the
tiger is expected to approach. Across the path, about eighteen
inches above the ground, astring is drawn and is attached to the
stick which keeps the bow taut, in such a way that the
least touch will release the arrow. To protect men and cattle
from walking into the trap, two strings are fastened breast
high across the path but, in spite of this device, cases occur in
which men are fatally injured by the poisoned arrow.

Leopards or panthers (Pelis Pardus) are very common
and show the same phenomenon as the woodcock. Certain
places always hold leopards and no sooner is one killed than
another takes his beat. Biru Pahar and P&lkot are typioal
rocky hills where leopards areto be found, and from the former
no less than eight leopards have been killed in one year. The
distinction between the roek and the wood panther, though
admitted by few naturalists, isvery clear in this district. The
former is smaller, the spots closer and without any resemblance
to a finger print; the head bullet-shaped and the ears small and
pricked. This animal k rarely dangerous and confines its
depredations to goats, pigs, and even fowls. Thelarger species
is frequently a cattle-destroyer, and in the years 1911 to 1913
leopards were reported to have killed 1,720 head of cattle.
During this period also 207 leopards were killed for rewards.

Leopards
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Bears are also common. The rocky bolder-strewn hills
which are a distinctive feature of the district provide luxurious
covert for the Ursus Melursus, and in April the falling mahud
flowers ajid other fruit attract him to the neighbourhood of the
villages. The bear is held in greater dread by the Kol than the
tiger himself, and especially in November and December shows
a savage and vindictive temper. Cases of mauling and scalping
are common, and the wounds, though not very dangerous, are
liable to st up blood-poisoning or tetanus, if not properly
cleansed.

Wolves are occasionally found, but are not nearly as common
as in the neighbouring district of Hazaribagh, where a pack
proved so destructive of children and cattle that a special reward
of Rs. 50 a head had to be offered for their extermination. Only
ten wolves have been produced for rewards in the last three
years.

Hyaenas and jackals are common, and the killing of the
former, for which a small reward is paid, forms a regular source
of income to some raiyats. The Bengal fox is found throughout
the district. Wild cats are fairly common, but the tiger and
leopard cats, if they exist, have not been brought to notice.
Wild dogs, theworst destroyer of game in any jungle, are not
common. The lynx, if it ever is found, is a wandering specimen
from the south. Wild pig are plentiful throughout the forest
tracts of thedistrict, especially in Biru and Bans Pahar. Badgers
and porcupines are also found.

The district formerly held a fair number of bison (Bos gaurus),
but they are now very rare and only visitors from the reserve
forests of Palamau or Surguja are to be found in the junglein the
north-west of the district. One old bull was shot in March 1913,
so exhausted that its last charge left it unable to rise. Its con-
dition and the fact that it was accompanied by three calves clearly
showed that it was a fugitive from some distant jungle. Were
the jungles of Bans Pahar and the neighbourhood to be preserved
for a few years, thereis no doubt that bison would soon fill the
coverts, for the bison multiplies freely when undisturbed. The
bison is considerably smaller than the Assam variety (Bosfrontalis),
being little over fourteen hands in height. Samhar (Cervus
unicolor) are aso rapidly diminishing in number, and their
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extinction is <lu# to the shooting of hinds by aboriginal shikaris,
whether raiyats or zamindara. They are still fairly oommon in
some parts, such as Konpala, Udni, Onigaraand Samsera The
Chital or spotted deer (Cervus axis) isfound in small bands or
pairs in most of the lighter jungles. Its scarcity is probably due
to tigerswho have a specia liking for this species. The Chinkara
or ravine deer, common in Hazaribagh, does not appear to be found
at all in Ranchi. Hisfatal curiosity has no doubt made him an
easy prey to the hunter. Thelittle four-horned antelope, or kotra
(Tetracerus quadricornis) and the barking deer (Cervulus muntjac)
occur in all jungles. Hog deer are not found, but the smallest
of the deer tribe, the mouse deer (Tragulus Meminua) has been
found in jungles inhabited by sambar. The nilgai or blue bull
(Boselaphus tragooamelus) was formerly very common, and is
still found in agood many jungles, such as those of Onigara in
the north-west of Lohardaga thana. The blue bull is very
destructive to crops and his extermination is hardly a matter of
surprise or regret. Hares are common, and in every beat two or
threefall victims to the axes or arrows of the beaters.

The most noticeable game bird in the district is the pea fowl
which is found everywhere, especially on the sides of the rocky
hills on the outskirts of villages. Jungle fowl and the painted
spur fowl are less frequent but cling to certain jungles, such as
those of Jamgain on the borders of Ghaghra and Lohardaga
thanas. The grey partridge is to be found in the patras and
small nullahs, and quail are found occasionally. The lower don
lands usually contain a good number of snipe, and, though the
lands are not large enough to give big bags, there are few places
in which three or four couple cannot be got in a good year.
Snipe are popularly supposed not to breed in this partof India,
but an egg of an ordinary snipe has been foundin Biru at
the end of February. Ducks are not asplentiful asin districts
where tanks and jhils abound, but the larger tanks and banclhs,
euch asthose at Ratu in Ranchi thana or at Toto in Gumla
thana usually hold some birds.  The most common varieties are
the gadwatt, widgeon, white-eyed pochard, and cotton teal. The
brahminy duck is found on some of the larger rivers, and on
the Sankh wild geese are occasionally seen. Pigeon, both
rock and green, are abundant and two species of sand grouse
occur, though not in large numbers.

Gamo birdi.
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Snakes are not very common in the district, but are most
numerous in the lower plateau. The statistics show that 76
persons and 9 cattle died of snake-bite in 1913, but such statis-
tics are of littlevalue. The cobraand the karait are the most
common species ; dhamans of considerable size are occasionally
found and python are sometimes seen in the hilly tracts. Vari-
ous species of harmless grass-snakes occur.

There are no fisheries in the district and it is only in
the tanks and bdndks in and near the town of Banchi, where
there is a large demand for fish both for the European and
the Bengali community, that species such as the rohu, hatla
and mirgtl are reared. The larger rivers of the district are
said to contain mahseer, while the hachtid is found in the deep
pools of the River Sankh. The aboriginal inhabitants of the
district amuse themselves at some seasons of the year by catch-
ing fish in the water-logged don fields and streams with a
bamboo trap known as a bum or jhimri, and on the occasion of
the Sarhul festival the youth of an Oraon village make a
fishing expedition to a tank or stream.

The climate of the Banohi plateau is unsurpassed in the
Province. The elevation of over 2,000 feet above sea-level gives
itauniformly lower range of temperature than the districts of
Bihar. It is only during the months of April or May that the
temperature rises to any great height, and for a few weeks a day
temperature of more than 100°, which occasionally rises to 104°
or 107°, makes one sceptical of Kanchi's claim to be considered
a hill station. But in spite of the high day temperature, the
nights are cool and the atmosphere is so dry that the heat is by
no means so oppressive as that of Bihar or Bengal, even though
the thermometer stands many degrees higher. Duringthis period
of the year occasional thunderstorms and nor' westers cause a
refreshing fall in the temperature. The rains break usually
before the end of June and the climate duringthis period
of the year compares very favourably with that of many
hill stations. Thanks to the excellent natural drainage, the
rain,flowsaway quickly and, unlike the Himalayan slopes, the
plateau does not remain for days or weeks enveloped in fog and
mist. Occasional breaks in the rains make life unpleasant, but
they do not usually last for many days, and even during a long
break the air is neither so saturated with moisture nor so
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enervating as in the plains of Bihar or Orissa. The end of the
rains is irregular ; they sometimes end in the last week of
September, but there is often a heavy fall of rain during the
first fortnight of October. The cold weather may be said to
begin with the first week of November. In December and
January the temperature on the grass sometimes falls to freezing
point, and in the early morning hoar-frost covers the grass in
the higher and more exposed parts of the district and does
damage to the upland orops and young trees. A strong cold
wind blows throughout January and the climate during this,
period of the year is extremely bracing and is not inferior to
that of many health resorts in European countries. At the end
of February the day-temperature rises considerably and con*
tinues to rise tilt it reaches its maximum in April or May. In
the lower plateau the temperature is considerably higher than
in the rest of the district and the moist enervating climate is the
same as that of Manbhum.

The mean maximum temperaturefallsas low as 73° in Decem-
ber and January and rises to 96° in April and 99°in May.
During the four months of the rainy season the mean maximum
is 83° or 84°. The mean minimum temperature never rises
higher than 75*5° in May and June. In July, August and
September it falls to 73° and 72° and duringthe next six months
it averages about 57*5°, falling to 51° in December and January.
The mean daily range of temperature varies from 24° in April
to 10° or 11° in July and August. The humidity is at the
lowest point in April when it is42. Itrisssto 51 in May,
72 in June, and reaches its maximum of 89 in August. During
the cold-weather months it averages about 63.

The following table, which is based on statistics since 1878,
shows the average rainfall recorded in the town of Rancbi,
month by month ;—

Month. Rainfall.

Inches. Days ou which rain fallg.

January ., 078 15
February 155
March V., 130 27

Temperature
and Humidity.

Rainfall,
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Month, Rainfall.
Inches. Days on which rain fall?.
April 109 2.8
May 2.29 4.8
June 9.13 11-6
July 15-23 18.1
August ... e 12:83 189
September P2 12-2
October ... 2-46 3-0
November 0-22 0.6
December o022 08

Though the rainfall varies from year to year at the different
recording' stations, these figures may be taken astypical of the
district. Duringthefour cold-weather monthstherainfall isvery
slight, and frequently Ono or two rainless months are experienced,
though it is said that formerly the district never enjoyed a
rainless month. Kain during November and December causes
considerable damage to the harvested crops, but a fall of rain
in January or Februiry soften the fields for ploughing. 1In
March thunderstorms and showers give anormal rainfall of
over an inch, but April is comparatively dry. During May
the cyclonic storms, which come up from the Bay of Bengal
in advance of the monsoon, givenearly 2}- inches, and in June
when the monsoon breaks, there are, on the average, eleven rainy
days. During July anl August therainfall :s heaviest and there
are, on the average, eighteen wet daysin each of thece two months.
The rainfall in September averages over nine inches and is the
most important of the year, as, if the monsoon fails early in the
month, the rice crops on the higher lands wither and thereis
socurity or famine,
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The following table shows tho average annual rainfall
at ten recording stations in tho district. It will be seen
that the rainfall is heaviest in Kurdeg, in the south-west
and in Chainpur, in tho west, and lowest at Tamar, Bano and
Lohardaga :—

Average  Annual Rainfall

Stations. Average.
L ohardaga e 47.15
Ranchi 5839
Silli 51.53
Palkot 5617
Bano <1307
Tamar 40-26
Kurdeg 66.30
Gumla 5251
Chainpur 60.60
Khunti 59.32
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CHAPTER IL

HISTORY,

EATCKIT for the hazy legends of the aboriginal races, thereis
little material even for conjectureasto the early history of Chota
Nagpur, previousto the settlement of the Mundas and Oraons.
The Munda legend of Sing Bonga refer3 to the race of the
Asurs, and perhaps celebrates the triumph of that race over the
original inhabitants of the country, possibly the anoestors of the
email iron-smelting tribe of that name, which still speaks a
language akin to Mundari. In various parts of the district there
are tumuli which are known by the Mundas as" the burial-
grounds of the Asurs", Some of them have been found to contain
iolics of an earlier civilisation* Traces of the Stone Age have
been found in the modern districts of Manbhiim and Singh-
bhum and in parts[of Ranchi district, quartzite axes and spear-
heads have been discovered in the Jheria coal-fields, and a
number of chert flakes and knives at Chaibassa and Chakradhar-
pur ; in this district a beautifully made celt was discovered

\ in 1867 at Buradih in Tamar and in recent years many stone celts,
including some very fine specimens, have been found in various
parts. Copper celts have also been found, but in many instances
their archaeological value was not appreciated and they have not
been preserved. Recently, however, twenty-one celts were found
in avillage in Basia thana. They are the common, Indian, flat,
battle-axe type and in fashion and design appear to be of a pri-
mitive type. There are also other traces of the copper age, and
cinerary urns are occasionally found, in the shape of large
earthenware gharas, containing pieces of brass and bits of copper,
the remains apparently of ornaments. The pottery is of an
entirely different type from that now made among the Mundas,
being stronger and more ornate. All these remains go to corro-
borate the Munda legend of an earlier race and to prove that a
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civilised race dwelt in the country long before the immigration
of Kolarian tribes.

References to the country, now called Chota Nagpur, are to
be found in the earliest historians. Thus Pliny mentions that in
theinterior, south of Palibothra (Patna), dwelt the Monedes and
the Sauri. These tribes have been identified, solely on the
ground of similarity of name, with the Mundas and the Savaras,
who, though they no longer speak adialect of Mundari, are
probably Mundari by race. Ptolemy also refers to these two
tribes, under the names of the Mandalai and the Sutrarai,
Cunningham's interpretation of Hwen Thsang, the Chinese
pilgrim of the 7th century A. D., places thedistrict of Ranchi
within the kingdom of Kie-lo-na Su-fa-la-na or Karna Suvarna,
ordinarily identified with the Subarnarekha river.

The origin of the Mundas and of the Dravidian Oraons is a
problem that has often been discussed. Some ethnologists have
evolved the theory that the Munda speakers entered India from
the north-east and the Dravidian speakers from the north-west.
There is, however, little solid foundation for it, and further
ethnological investigations go to show a connection between the
so-called Dravidian races and the races to the south and east of
the Indian Peninsula. At a later date "theae races appear in
north-western India and the legends of the Mundas and the
Hindus point to a struggle between these races and the Aryan
invaders,, in which the former were gradually driven eastward.

Though there is no evidence which enables us to fix the
date at which the Mundas and Oraons settled in Chota
Nagpur, there is little or no doubt that the Mundas were
the first to come and, entering the district from the
west and north-west, gradually passed into the country which
they now occupy in the east and south-east of the district.

The ancestors of the Mundas and the Santals crossed
the Son and advanced along the borderland that separates the
present district of Hazaribagh from the districts of Ranchi and
Palamau. The Santals crossed the Damodar, and first resided in
the district of Hazaribagh and then, following the course
of the river, settled in Manbhum and the Santai Parganas.
The Mundas preferred to make their way into the higher forest
plateau of Nagpur and found their way to it, according to
one tradition, through the pass of Omedanda in Burmu
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thana. The Oraons, according to their own tradition, came from
the stronghold of Roll tas which had probably aso at an earlier
ago been a resting-place of the Munda race. Driven from this
stronghold by some more powerful tribe, of which the identity
is uncertain bat which may have been the Cherosor Kharwars,
the Oraon race split into two parts. One branch, the ancestors
of the present Male tribe, proceeded down the Ganges and settled
in the Rajmahal hills. The second division, by far the larger of
the two, proceeded up the North Koel river and, passing through
Palamau, emerged in the north-west of the Ranchi district. Here
they found the forest country already opened up for them by their
precursors, the Mundas, and, according to their own tradition, were
received in friendly fashion by them. Traces of the Munda occu-
pation of the west and north-west of the district, now occupied
almost solely by Oraons, may be found in the Mundari sasdn dirts,
or burial-grounds, which occur in many places, in the Mundari
names of the villages, and in the organizition of the Oraon vil-
lages, which in many particulars resembles that of aMundavillage.
In Orfion villages at the present day the priest, or jjafian,
is occasionally aMunda, and the reason givenisthat this descend-
ant of the original settlers is better qualified to appease the local
gods and spirits. The Mundas have the following tradition of
their migration within the district. A compact body of twenty-
one thousand under the leadership of Risa Munda moved eastwards
and settled in thevillage of Murima; afollower of Risa, Korumba
by name, settled in thevillage, now known as Korambe after its
founder, while another follower, Sutia, founded the village which
came to be called Sutiambc. Th:se two villages, Sutifunbe and
Korambe, are still mentioned by the Mundas of the central plateau
as the cradle of the " Konkpat " Mundas. Thistradition clearly
reflects the gradual eastward movement of tho Mundas, who gave
way before the more prolific Oraon race and sought refuge once
more in distant jungles. A portion of the race probably also
split off and, following the course of the South Koel, settled in
Singhbhum and became the ancestors of the Hos of the
Kolhan.

The Mundas who first reclaimed the virgin jungle of Nagpur
had no ideaof individual ownership of landed property. All laud
was in the joint ownership of a family, or agroup of agnate fami-
lies. Each family madeits own clearances, which came to be called
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hatu, village, and later khuntkatti-hatu, or village of the family
of the original settlers. The original village family gradually
branched off into a number of separate families belonging to the
same kili, or'sept. Their organization was patriarchal, the founder
of the village, or the oldest representative of the founder, being
the chief both in secular and religious matters. As religious
head of the village community, he was known as the Pdhdn and
was required to offer the public saciinces in the sama, or sacred
grove, to propitiate the gods and spirits of the village and so
protect the community from the ravages of wild animals and
secure for them satisfactory harvests. As the head in secular
matters, he presided over jiunc/idgats for the settlement of
disputes, inflicted punishment for offences against established
custom, and represented the community in its dealings with
outsiders. Gradually the secular and religious functions became
distinct, and the next most prominent and influential man in the
village became responsible for secular affairs and was known
as the Munda, aterm which eventually gave its name to the
tribe. Thetwo offices were hereditary and neither the Munda
nor the Pahan had any rights superior to those of the other
bhuinhars, or descendants of the original founders of the village.

Over and above this village organization, the Mundasin course
of time came to have a tribal organization. The descendants of
the original settlersincreased in number, the jungles and fields
of the original , settlement no longer afforded adequate
subsistence for all, fresh hamlets were opened up and the
inhabitants of the new villages, who had at the outset maintained
their connection with the parent villages in respect of public
worship in the sama and burial in the common sasdn, eventually
established their own burial-grounds and public sacrifices, and
formed an independent village community. With the parent
village, however, they continued to constitute, for social and poli-
tical purposes, the group of allied villages, known as the pdrkd
or patii. The parha was in ancient times simply a wider brother-
hood than the village, designed so as to afford greater protection
to the communities against the aggression of other village units
that surrounded them. A leader being required, the Mundd of
the parent village, or the strongest and most influential of the
headmen, became the Mdnki of the patti and presided over the
panchdyat composed of the Mundas and Parana from the villages
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which formed the group. A similar organization was adopted by
the Oraons, the head of the parha being known as the Raja, a
title remembered by them from the days when they lived among
the Hindus in Rohtfis.

According to the tradition of the two races, this organization
was found to be defective and the Mankis and Parha-Rajas
about the 6th century A.D. sdected one of their number
to be the Chief Manki or Baja. The Manki so sdected
was the M anki of Sutiambe, from whom is descended the present
family of the Nagbansi Rajas of Chota Nagpur. The
family legend of the Maharaja of Chota Nsgpur, which
is given in detail in the Gazetteer under the description of the
village Sutiambe, agrees in many respects with the Munda and
Oraon tradition. The first Rajais said to have been the son of
the great snake-god, Pundarika Nag, by Parvati, the daughter of
a Benares Brahman, and to have been born at the village of
Sutiambe near Pithauria, while his parents were on a pilgrimage
to Puri. Pundarika Nag, being forced to reveal his identity to
his wife, forthwith disappeared in his proper form in a pool of
water, and Parvati, in great agony of mind over the result of
her womanly inquisitiveness, immolated herself on a funeral pyre.
The child, whose name was announced to be Phani Mukut Rai,
was brought up by Madra, the Manki of Sutiambe, with his
own son.  When both the boys were about twelve years of age,
Madra found the adopted son to be so much cleverer than his
own son that he named him as his successor, and the other
Mankis and Parha-Rajas unanimously elected Phani Mukut Rai
to be their Chief. Thisevent is said to have taken place in
Sambat Ifcl or 64 A. D., but this date is undoubtedly too early,
and it may safely be put some five centuries later. It was
certainly subsequent to the migration of the Hos into Singh-
bhum, as they have no such tradition among their legends.

The Chief Manki, or Raja, in whatever manner he may have
been appointed, had originally exactly the same position in the
group of pattu that the Manki had in the group of villages.
By degrees he came to acquire the position of a feudal overlord.
It is not difficult to picture the stages by which this position
was reached. Duringthe military expeditions, in which the
Baja was the national leader, services were rendered, and contri-
butions paid, by the Mankis; on oeremonial occasons and at
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festivals, presents, or salami, were given; gradually'the contribu-
tions were increased and, instead of being given occasionally, oame
to be given regularly. The Raas aso became Hinduized,
and formed marital alliances with families long recognized
as Hindu; Rajputs and Brahmans from Hindustan wereinvited
to settle in the country and to assist the Raja iu his expeditions
against neighbouring States or in controlling his own vassals. They
were rewarded with grants of land or villages, and began to
dispossess the village communities of their rights. Thus began
the struggle between tlu aboriginal cultivators and the alien
landlords which has continued unceasingly till the present day.

To the Aryans and to the Muhammadan historians the whole
of Chota Nagpur and the adjoining hill States was known as
Jharkand," or the forest tract. It was an inaccessible frontier
country and was probably one of it he last conquests of the
Mughals in Hindustan.

The first mention of the district is found in the Chronicles
of Ahmad Yadgar* who relates that the Emperor Slier Shah
sent an expedition against the Raja of Jharkand, in order to secure
possession of a famous white elephant, named " Syam Chaiidrat'’,
which had thepeclliarity of thi-nvin.* dust upon its head.
The expedition achieved its object and Sher Shah regarded his
capture of the elephant as an omen that ho would oneday be
Emperor at Delhi. It was not till three-quarters of a century
later that an attempt was made to bring the country into sub-
jection. In 1585, the 30th year of Akbar's reign, Shahbaz
Khan sent a detachment to " Kokrah, the well-cultivated district
between Orissa and the Dakhin ruled over by Madhu Singh".
The result of the expeditionisthusdescribed inthe Ain-i-Akbari:
"As the ountry is inaccessible, the Raja thought he was safe
and assumed an independent attitule. Our men, however, entered
the district and carried off muoh plunder. The Raja became
tributary (Malguzar) and was thus fortunate to get under the
shadow of the Imperial Government “.

The Muhammadans were no doubt attraoted to the country
by its reputation for diamonds, and, in the early years after their
conquest, the Governors of Bihar sent frequent detachments

* MSS. Pases 170—175.

*1 The Bengali name" Syam Chandra " goes to show that thisexpedition was
only against that part of Jharkand which"now forms cho distriot of Man-
bkum and did not penetrate to Chota Nagpur proper.

DAN RULE.
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into the country and were satisfied with a tribute of two of
three diamonds. The Chiefs also rendered service to the
Emperor, and in 1501 Madhu and linkhmi Rai of Kokrah
served in, the detachment commanded by Yusuf Chak Kashmir”
which marched over Jharkand to Midnapore and joined the
imperial army under Man Singh in the conquest of Orissa.

The Emperor Jahangir sought to bring into more complete
subjection this country in which diamonds were-said to be found!
of the value of a lakh of rupees each, and he directed Ibrahim
Khan, on his appointment as governor of Bihar, to " invade the
district and drive away the unknown- petty Raja". Ibrahim?
Khan invaded Chota Njigpur in 1616, refused to be satis-
fied with the few diamonds and elephants which the Rajfci
sent him, overran the country and took possesson of its
diamond- washings. The Raja, was captured and sent to
Delhi, with his diamonds and twenty-three elephants. Accord-
ingto the tradition of the Chota Nagpur Raj, the defeat-
ed Raja was the 45th Chief, Durjan Sai. He wasremoved
from Delhi to Gwalior, where he was kept in confinement for
twelve years, but secured his release owing to his skill in
testing diamonds. Heis said to have pointed out the flaw
in' a diamond, over which the Court jewellers were at
variance, and, to prove that ho was right, to have tied it to-
the horns of a fighting ram and set it to- fight with another
ram on whose horns an unblemished diamond was fastened, with?
the result thit the former pplit while the true diamond
was uninjured. The Emperor was so pleased at this that he
not only gave him his release but granted his prayer that the*
other Chiefs imprisoned with Him. might bo sot at liberty.
Durjan Sal was restore! to hisfor ner rank and ordered to pay
an annual tributeof Rs. 6,000. During the next century and
a half, the Raja's relations with the Muhammadans appear ta
have been peaceful, ex.'ept for ocjaiional expeditions- to enforce
payment of the tribute. Thus, in 1724 the Sabai ar of Patna.
inarched to the foot of the hills, bué stopped his advance on re-
serving from the Raja's agent a nazarana of a lakh of rupees, of
which Rs. 4,500 were in cxdiaud the rest in diamortls. An ex-
pedition in 1731 was arrested in a similar way, the Subadar meet-
ing with considerable resistance and being glad to compromise his-

laina by Beceiving' Rs. 12,030 from the Ghatwal of Ramgarb
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on account of the Nagpur Raja. The Rajas of this time claim-
ed to be the overlords of the Ghatwals of Rfungarh and Pala-
mau. but tins overlordship was probably only nominal, as the
Chiefs of Nagpur were fully occupied in keeping in subjection
their own immediate vassals.

During this period there must have been a considerable Introduction
immigration of Mwhammadans into the country, as villages °§et'?.'e”r;‘_”
composed entirely of Muhammad an s are found scattered over
the district. The Rajas aso succeeded in consolidating
their power over the aboriginal inhabitants by the introduction
of Hindu settlers, who were given grants of villages on
easy conditions. Many of the settlers, either of this, or an
earlier, period, were required to render military service and to
keep a standing militia for the assistance of the Raja in his
expeditions against external enemies or against his own sub-
ject?. That the Rajas of this time did much to spread the
Hindu religion is shown by thetemples in various parts of the
district. The palace ami temples at Doisa were built between
the years 1683 and 1711 ; the temple at Chut ia bears the date
1685 and that at Jagannathpur 1001. At Borea there
is an inscription on the temple to the effect that it was
begun in 1665 and completed in 1682, at a cost of Rs. 14,001,
and at Tilmi a well in the fortress of the Nrgbansi Thakurs of
that village bears the date 1737. The Urtihmans who flocked
to the Raja's court had to be supported and received brit
grants of lands or villages. These holders of service tenures
were only entitled to the supplies arid services formerly
given to the Raja, but they did not rest content with this small
share of the produce. They enhanced their demands for supplies
and services, they collected a certain portion of the rent payable
by the raiyats, or parjas, to the members of the khuntkaUifamily,
and gradually acquired aproprietary right to the lands which they
called by name of mhas or " the HijVs share", A more
detailed account of the manner in which the village communities
were gradually spoiled of their rights will be found in another
chapter, but it is necessary to mention it in this place, as the
gradual growth of the power of the Raja and his jngirdars
accounts for many of th3 agrarian troubles of the 19th century.

In 1765 on the grant of the Diwani of Bengal, Pihar and

. ) . . British Ru't,
Orissa to the East India Company, Cliota Nj-gpur, as part of the
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Subah of Bihar, passed to tbeBritish, but it was not till some
years later that they made any effortto occupy the country. In
1709 Captain Carnac entered Palamau, in order to reinstate the
local Raja and bring that part of the country under British sub-
jection. The Rrjaof Nagpur at this time was in difficulties,
not only from the petty Rajaswho had made themselves indepen-
dent of his authority but also from th J Hos or Larka Kols of
Singhbhum who were ravigingthe southern parganas, in revenge
for the attempts which he had made to subjugate them. He also
had along-standing fend with the Raja of Ramgarh, Maehehan
Singh, who, he asserted, had acquired power by being employed
for the Nizam it and had usurped authority over him. Rfi ja
Dripnath Sahi, accordingly, went to Captain Carnac in 1772
and, after exchange of turbans with the Company's represen-
tative, duly acknowledged himself a vassal of that power,
gave a wizardna of Rs. 3,000 and agreed to do service against
the Mirathts. In return for this C Jp tain. Carnac recom-
mended that he should be allowed to pay his revenue direct
to Government instead of through the R:ija of Ramgarh, and
representei tothe Council at Patna the importance of securing in
tluir interests th3 il ija of Chota Nagpar " wlose co-'intry would
for.n au elTectivd barrier to th3 incai'sijiis of the Marathls, thus
covering* Bihar and Birbhum and at the same time giving them
the command of the passes into the Deecan ". The Raja also
offered to pay Rs. 12,000 in lieu of Rs. 0,000 which hal been
previously extrtetel. The Couneil at Patna accepted the offer
and made a settlement f)r three years (L772-1775). The Raja
assisted the British troops in subduing Ramgarh, but
subsequently fell into arrears over the payment of his revenue
owing to the incursions of the Marathas and the refusal
of the petty Rajas of Silli, Tanvir, Bumlu, and Bar we to pay
their tribute, and in 1773 Captain Carnac was forced to send
troops into the country to make him fulfil his obligations. In
177-t the settlement was renewed for a further period of throe
years, but the Raja stipulated to pay an enhanced amount, viz,
Rs. 15,001.

The Raja wax, however, a constant defaulter in the
paymeut of revenue and refused to meet the officers of
Government who were fent to induce Lim to pay
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lI'B dues.* Mr. Ramus, who succeeded Captain Carnac in
charge of the military collectorship of Rf mgarh, reported to tho
Board of Revenue, in 1778, that (many of the zamin-
dars have paid no attention when summoned to attend. The
Raja never hears. Whenever any for;e is sent into his country,
ho immediately flies into the Maratha country. He is very
capable of paying his revenue but always evades and can never
be compelled to obedience, 6ave by forje”. To assist the Rfim-
garh Collector in his dealings with these recalcitiant zaminda-rs,
a force of five companies of sepoys had been established at Chatra
in 1778, and it was only the presence of these troops who were
operating in Barwe under Captain Carnac that induced the Raja
in that year to execute his agreements.

The Raja was allowed a free hund in the internal adminis-
tration of the country, though it was nominally included in the
military collectorship of the district of Rfimgarh, which was
formed in 1780, with headquarters at Shergati, in the
Gay a district, and at Chatra, in tho llazaribf-gh district. The
district embraced the whole of the present distr'cts of HazSribf gh
and Palamau and parts of the districts of Gaya, M; nbhum and
Monghyr, as well as Chota Nagpur proper. The district oflicor
combined the functions of Judge, Magibtrate and Collector, but
paid little attention to matters other than the collection of
revenue.

Under the terms of his ['abuliyat, the Raja agreed to be
responsible fer the safety of traveller and to arrest thieves and
«lakaits and bring them to justice. There were no police thanas
and matters were left pretty much to his discretion. "lie ad-
ministered," says Colonel Palton, " justice and the police under
the feudal 6ystem that had previously prevailed, working
through his vassd's, some of whom were Rajas like himself of
the old race, holding extensive estates, some of whom were
brethren of his own in possesson of maintenance grants and
some persons on whom he had conferred jayirs on condition of
their supporting him". His administration was hardly success-
ful. In 1793 the Collector invited him to Chatra with the
objeot of making some arrangements for the punctual payment

* The traditional reason for this conduct is as follows :—On the occasion
of tho meeting- of Captain Carnec and the Baja, the latter was wearing ajewelled
turban of great value. Captain Carnac_persuaded him to exchange head-dresses
arid the Baja was so wrath at being deprived of his jewels in this way that he
Yow«d not to mtct the British Representative again.
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of hisrevenue and also of persuading” him  to adopt some schema
for checking the excesses which had been and are practised in his
aamindari, which has been for along time past the receptacle for
murderers, thieves, vagabonds and all disturbers of the publlc
peace". Signs of unrest among th.9 aboriginal population of the
country were also in evidence and occasionally attracted the notice
of the authorities. In 1789, there was an insurrection in Tamfr,
whioh was only put down by an expedition, an.l disturbances
ia this part continued till 1795. A lurid picture is painted
of the disorders prevailing in the district by Captain Hough-
sedge, Commandant of the R\mgarh Battalion, in a letter
dated 27th October 1806, and hisdescription of the murder of
the Raja of Bar we by the agents of the Raja of Npgpur
throws a flood of light on the state of the country. " | cannot
avoid mentioning, however, the treacherous and cruel murder of
Hariram Singh, the Raja of Barwe, in the year 1801. This
person's pargana was overrun and conquered by the neighbouring
Raja of Sirgujv, and being unsupported by his immediate
superior, the Raja of Chota "Nagpur, he was obliged to submit
to the invader, whoso troops kept possesson for some years but
retreated on the intelligence of Colonel Jones approach. The
Raja of Chota Nagpur availed himself of these circumstances to
attempt the recapture of Barwe; but his troops would have had
no chance of success, hid not Captain Jones and Mr. Smith (at
that time Magistrate of Ramgarh) addressed letters to the Raja.
of Barwe, inviting him to submit on an assurance of personal
safety. On the faith of thesa letters an 1 the sole.un promises
of his captors, he was induced to place himself in the hands of
the Raja of Chota Nagpur, whose officer sent him two days after-
wards under an escort to Paikot. Within one mile of this place,
he was taken out of his palanquin and put to death in. cokl blood
by the party who attended him and who had been sent by the
Raja for this particular purpose. | do not believe that any
judicial enquiry was ever made or complaint instituted on ac-
count of this atrocious act, and, as the present Raja of Chota
Nagpur is not concerned, | should not have thought it applicable
to my subject, did it not seem to prove that the want of
proper authority in the district isof no recent date, and that the
protection accorded to ths person by the chief local officers
of Government was thus ccn®emptuously rendered ineffectual by
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an individual calling himself a British subject and in a district
declared to be amenable to British laws".

The Rsja was in fact thoroughly disloyal, and Captain Rough-
sedge in another letter wrote of him as follows:—" | hope | have not
unsuccessfally shown the necessity for reforms, and to these facts
ard arguments brought forward | will only add that the slightest
mark of attachment or loyalty to the Government shown by any
individual in Chota Nagpur at the present day is sufficient to bring
down upon him the undisguised and serious displeasure of the Raja
and his officers’. An attempt was made to remedy this state of
affairsand in 1806 Mr. Blunt, the Magistrate of Ramgarh,
obtained the sanction of Government to the introduction of a
system of police under Regulation XVIII of 1805, but the
measure was never carried into effect, the Raja being evidently
opposed to the proposal.

Further disturbances occurred in 1807 and 1808. Owing
to the disputes of the Raja with his brothers, Captain
Roughsedge again marched into the country. The Raja's
Diwan, Din Dyal Nath, who had established a complete ascendancy
over him and was primarily responsble for the disputes, fled
the country with his followers and was arrested in Calcutta and
brought to Chatra. The Raja met the British officer, paid up
his arrears of revenue and settled his quarrels with his brothers.
To secure better administration in future, he was ordered to
keep up police thanas, six of which were established in 1809.
The year 1809 is thu3 a noteworthy one iu the history of the
district, for it marksthe boginnin® of the disappearance of the
feudal authority of the Raja.

Thepolice system then originated was, however, at first no
more successful than the feudal system which it had superseded.
The Raja was not unnaturally opposed to a measure which dimi-
nished his authority and increased his expenditure and did all he
could to nullify its effects. In 1819 he was deprived of his
control over the police, in consequence of his failureto render any
assistance to the Magistrate inthe detection of a case in which
a woman was murdered for having practised magical arts
against the Raja’'s son and daughter. Another cause of
the failure of this system of government was that the
new police officers were foreigners from Bihar or the North-
West, who joined with the alien jagir&art in oppressing the
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people. The aboriginals had no hope of obtaining justice. " The
Raja by no means satisfied at his own loss of dignity and authority
gave but surly answers to complainants who came before him.
The darogas, or native police officers, the highest resident officials
under the British Government, declared that it was not compe-
tent for them to decide on the grievances which most harassed
the Koh, who complain3d that they had been dispossessed by
foreigners, Muhammadans, Sikhs and others. It often happen-
ed that the unfortunate Kol who with difficulty made his way to
the far off station of Chatra, or Shergati found the tables turned
on him when he got there. A host of witnesses in the pay of
the opposite party were already on the spot, prepared to prove
tbut he had not only no rights in the land but was a turbulent
rebel besides"e Typical of the state of country were the dis-
turbances which broke out in Ta mar in 1820. Major Rough-
sedge, who hal been appointed in 1819 to be the fir3t " Political
Agent to Government in South Bihar and the recently ceded
districts aljajent to that Province/" and wai responsible for the
tranquillity of the country, reported that th3 disturbance was due
to the oppression practised by the Raja 0? Tamfr upon one of
his vassals, Raghunath Singh. Raghunath Singh in the hope of
redress wont to the court at Chatra, but the evidence kept in
readiness for him by the Tamar zamindar caused his committal
to the Court of Ciicuit and his condemnation to transportation or
imprisonment for life. Tamar had been in a disturbed state for
some years and in LS20 two Mnndas, Rudu and Kantu, at the
head of threo hundred followers, attacked a Manjhi whom they
regarded as responsible for a drought in the previous year, mur-
dered his son, burnt his village, and then proceeded to vent their
wrath upon other landlords. For a long time they defied the
authorities and were not reduced till military operationson alarge
scale had been taken against them.

After the suppression of this disturbance, the country was
temporarily tranquil, but the smouldering discontent of the
aboriginals at last broke out inthe great Kol Insurrection of
1831-32. The immediate occasion of the rising was an incident
which occurred in pargana Sonpur. The Maharaja's brother,
Kuar Hamath Sahi, had received the pargana as a maintenance
grant and gave out the villages in farm to Sikhs, Muhammadan*
and others, over the heads of the Mankis and Mundas. Twelve
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villages belonging to Singhrai Manki were leased to a Sikh
who, not content with taking away his lands, carried off his
sisters as concubines. A graphic description of their grievances
is given in the statement of Bindra Manki, Singhrai* s brother,
taken at thetime by the Magistrate of Chatra. He narrates
that a bania of Sonpur carried off all their cattle in return for
two old buffaloes which they had borrowed from him; that they
took the law into their own hands and recovered two bullocks
with the aid of some men lent by the Raja of Bandgaon, that a
complaint was lodged against them at Shergati and that they
were seized hy the Munshi and Jamadar of Chakradharpur, but
after being kept in the stocks for fifteen days they effected their
escape; that in revenge for their escape, the Munshi and Jamadar
carried off and ravished their wives; that they told their grievan-
ces to the Raja of Porahat who merely told them to do as they
pleased, but to be careful notto get him into trouble. The end
of the statement is pathetic : ® We returned home, invitod all
the Kols, our brethren and caste, to assemble at the village Lankba
in Tamar, where we had a consultation. The Pathans had taken
our honour and the Sikhs our sisters and the Kuar had forcibly
deprived us of our estate of twelve villages. Our lives we con-
sidered of no value and being of one caste and brethren, it was
agreed upon that we should commence to cut, plunder, murder,
and eat. We said if any were hanged, it would be we four ; if
any put in irons, we should be the four. It is with this resolu-
tion that we have been murdering and plundering those who have
deprived us of both honour and homes, conceiving that commit-
ting such outrages our grievances would come to light and if we
had any master, notice would be taken of them and justice
rendered ".

The principal loaders of the revolt came from Porahat in the
district of Singhbhurn, and thesejoined with the Sonpur Mundas
to carry into effect the resolution made at Liankha. On Decem-
ber 20th a number of villages, held in farm by the Sikhs, Hari
Singh and Diyal Singh, were plundered and burned by a body of
seven, hundred Kols under Surga, the aggrieved Munda of
Singhbhurn and Singhrai. A few days later the villages of two
Muhammadan thikadars were also burnt, the servant of one of
them being thrown into the fire. Jafar Ali Khan, the farmer
of village Gingria, had incurred the special hostility of the
Mundas by refusing to pay fair prices to the Munda women who
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came to sell iron; hisvillage was destroyed and ten inmates of
his house, including some Mil nd a women whom he had seduoed,
were burnt alive. It was probably theintention of the insurgents
to confine the plundering and looting to Sonpur and its imme-
diate neighbourhood. In January 1832 the number of insur-
gents was estimated to be 1,000 or 1,200, but the arrows of war

were circulated through the whole country and by the middle of
January the Oraons had joined the Hos and Mundas. The
Nazir of the Shergati court, who was sent to tranquillize the
country, only succeeded in aggravating the situation by arresting
one of the leaders; tohis proclamation that they would recover

their lands if they desisted from their campaign of rapine and

bloodshed, the Kols indignantly replied that they would obey

none but the Maharaja and leave not aforeigner alivein Nagpur.

In every village the Sads, or Hindus, and the Dikus; or foreign

landlords, were murdered or, receiving warning in time, fled the

country. Even the petty Rajas of Ralhe, Bundu, Tamar, and

Barwe, though neither Sads nor fiikus, narrowly escaped with

their lives, when those plaoces were sacked and destroyed. The
British authorities were entirely unprepared for an outbreak of

euoh mignitude. Captain Wilkinson, with a few troops, reached

the outskirts of the plateau in the middle of January and com-

pelled Pithauria and the neighbouring villages to submit and had

gome hard fighting round Na*ri. By the middle of February
sufficient troops were collected to form three flying columns which
swept the country in parallel lines, as they advanced from
south to north. The columns met with little resistance,

save in Sonpur where the insurgents had abandoned their

villages and taken to the hills. AU the columns concen-
trated in this country and secured the surrender of the leaders
on March 19th, 1832. To Captain Wilkinson belongs the
credit for bringing the operations to such a successful issue. He
cultivated the acquaintance and the friendship of the Mundas of
Tamar, persuaded them and their Mankis to dissociate themselves
from the Larka Kols and to keep them out of the dominions
of the Raja, and also made friends with the Sards,ra of the Larkas
in Porahat. Many are the stories which the Mundas relate
about " Alkinsun Sahib’y the name by which they remember
Captain Wilkinson, the first Agent to the Governor General in
the South-West Frontier Agency.
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though the occasion of the insurrection was the treatment of
the Sonpur and Porahat Mundas by the Sikh and Muhammadan
thikadars, the causss were more deep-seated, as the following
extracts from the report of the Joint Commissioners, Mr. Dent
and Captain Wilkinson, will show :—

" The Kols throughout Nagpur had within the last few
years had their rents inoreasedby their ilahadars, .zamindars and
thikddars by 35 per cent. They had made roads through the
pargana without payment, as begarries (forced labour). The
Mahajans, who advanced money and grain, managed within a
twelve month to get from them 70 per cent., and sometimes more.
They disliked the tax upon liquor, which was fixed at four annas
a house, but more than that amount was levied very generally,
besdes a rupee salami on almost every village and a kha&i or
goat. The thana establishments were also complained of, and a
dah establishment was kept up, the expense of which fell upon
the Kols of those villages which were situited on the lines oC
roid traversed by the dah. The raiyats of the Raj's hhandar
(h'uis) villages complain that the present Diwan had within the
last five years taken from them double the qumtity of saihn grain
(produce-rent) which he did formerly. The peons collecting
rents in the hhandar villages formerly received one paila of rice
or oneanna per diem. They now take four since the present Diwan
came into power. The dhangars, who go as labourers into Bengal
and other parts of rndh, areon their return forced to pay one
rupee to the owner or farmer of thevillag}. Many people from
below the ghat have settled in Nagpur and it was one of the
subjects of complaint among the Kols that within the last
five years several of these settlers, to whom they had become
deeply indebted, had pressed so hard for payment that many of
the Kols had executed sewak patfas, that is, had sold their ser-
vices till the debt was discharged, which was in fact binding
themselves to give their whole earnings to their creditor, receiv-
ing from him food and clothing, or to work for him exclusively,
thus becoming his bondsman for life. The complaints against
the thana amid were loud in our progress through the®
country, but the number of instances of exaction are by no means
as numerous as we anticipated". The Commissioners did not
consider that there was any truth in the allegation that the Riga
liad stirred up insurrection, though there were many reasons why he
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should wish to berid of Britishinterference. He had been deprived
of his influence and authority over the jdglrdars who now
merely paid him rent, bat formerly, before the country became
subject tothe Regulations, had been liable to forfeit their estates
if they failed in rendering him servicess. He had also been a pecu-
niary loser, as he had been prohibited, in 1783, from collecting
mad ad in addition to the rent, and also the panchpownea, or
tax on certain castes and trades, and contributions on occasons of
mourning and rejoicing in the royal family.

The suppression of the revolt was followed by a number
of administrative reforms. In Sonpur, the Manki3 and Mundas
were all reinstated in their villages on reduced rentals, and the
thikadars were referred to the Kuar for the adjustment of
their claims. The proposal to introduce opium cultivation
was dropped, and collections on account of excise andthe dak
s were temporarily suspended. But the chief lesson learnt
by the insurrection was the necessity for a cdoser adminis-
tration and more effective control by British officers on the
spot.  Accordingly, the whole syssem was changed, and the
South-West Frontier Agency was established in 1834, with
headquarters at Kishanpur (lianchi). The Agency included
all Chota Nf'gpur proper as well as Palamau, Kharakdiha,
Katngarh, Kundu, the Jungle mahals (except Bishenpur,
Sainpahari, and Sherghar), pargana Dhalbhum and the depen-
dent Tributary Mahals. Within the territory so constituted,
the operation of the Regulations and of the rules for the
administration of civil and criminal justice and the collection
of revenue was suspp3nded. By the rules framed un-
der the Regulation, the Agent wa3 given very wide
powers. He was vested with the same powers as were exeroised
by Commissoners of Revenue and by Civil and Sessons Judges,
but was enjoined to conform to all orders from the Sadar
Dewani and Nizamat Adalat, the Sadar Board of Revenue,
and the Board of Customs, Salt and Opium. Subordinate
to the Agent were the officers styled " Principal Assistants
to the Agent to the Governor General", who were in charge of
the divisionsknown as the Manbhum, Lohardaga,and Hazari-
bagh Divisions. Captain Thomas Wilkinson was appointed the
first Agent, and one of his Principal Assistants, Lieutenant Ouseley,
was placed in charge of the Lohardaga Division, which corresponded
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roughly to the present districts of Palamau and Ranohi, with
headquarters at Lohardaga.

The most important result of the establishment of the
Agency was that, for the first time since the cesson of the
Diwan!, a regular system of Police and Courts for the admi-
nistration of justice by British officerswas instituted. For the ad-
ministration of Criminal Justice, the Assistants had powers similar
to those exercised at the present time by the Deputy Com-
missioners. In addition to ordinary magisterial powers, they were
ableto pass sentence of imprisonment for a.period of seven years.
Their proceedings were subject to revision by the Agent, who
had power to confirm, annul, or modify them at his discretion.
For the administration of Civil Justice, there were two Munsifs,
one at Lohardaga, and one at Ranchi, while the Principal Sadar
Aminat Gola also appears to have exercised jurisdiction. The
Principal Assistants tried some original civil suits and heard
appeals from the decisions of the Munsifs. For the guidance of
the Courts, a simple Code of rules was drawn up by Captain
Wilkinson, which, though not sanctioned by Government, appears
to have been followed till the introduction of the Code of Civil
Procedure (Act VII1 of 1S59). Two salutary rules, drafted by
Captain Wilkinson, may be mentioned. One, with the object of
discouraging vexatious litigation, prohibited vakils from practising
in any courts and allowed suits to be conducted only through the
agency of Muktears, or authorized agents; the other, declaring
that no sale, mortgage or transfer of landed property was valid
without the consent of the Agent, was intended to prevent disputes
over transferred property and to discour.ige the old landlords from
running into debt. An interesting side light is thrown on the
distrust with which the Courts were regarded by the aborigines
by the existenoe of a rule which prohibited the Munsifs from
granting er-parfe decrees against Mundas, Mankis, Kols, and
" other such ignorant people”. The Principal Assistant, Dr.
Davidson, first issued aud enforced thisrule in 1838, and its wisdom
is shown by the fact that when this rule was superseded by the
Code of Civil Procedure, numerous fraudulent ex-parte decress
were passed against the Mundas and were one of the causss of the
subsequent agrarian discontent.

The system of zamindari Police wa* introduced. A thana was
maintained at Government expense at Lohardaga, and zamin-
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dari thanas were st up at Palkot, where the Raja resided, and
on the edates of the zamindars of Barwe, Bunda, Tamé&r, Silli,
and Bantahajam, The cogt of the latter was at first defrayed by
the Raja, but in 1838 the zamindars agreed to pay an additional

four per cent, to meet this charge, and by a subsequent arrange-
ment the Raja and his subordinate zamindars were authorized to
collect a police cessof Rs. 2 or 3 from each village from their
nnder-tenure holders and raiyats. The Raja exercised the powers
of a daroga, within the jurisdiction of Palkot thana, and the
zamindars similar powers within their own estates.

Though this system was intended to vest an authority in the
Chiefsto whom the people had been accustomed to look for its exer-
cise, it did not prove asuccess Mr. Ricketts, Member of the Board
of Revenue, reporting in 1855, wrote as follows :—

" The Principal Assistant representsthat the zamindari police
is inefficient, that the zamindars are generally ignorant and either
unwilling or unable to perform their duties, and that the establish-
ments employed under them are so underpaid that it is impossible
to expect any good service fromthem. TheMuharrirsreceive Rs. 6 a
month and many of the barkandazes Re. 1-8, which is a quarter less
than is paid to a coolie for the commonest manual labour. No in-
formation is procurable asto the terms on which the police were ori-
ginally left in the hands of the zamindars. "W hether they are bound
to keep them in a state of efficiency, whether the expenses were limit-
ed cannot be ascertained. The Principal Assistant isof opinion
that for the sum paid by the zamindars a more efficient establish*
ment could be kept up, were the palice directly under the Assist-
ant. There is no doubt that an honest, ableand active zamindar
with the power of a daroga, might afford mogt efficient assistance
to good government, while th9 powers of a zamindar of opposite
character to do mischief is measureably increased by leaving
the police in his hands".

The system continued till the introduction of the new constabu-
lary in 1863 when, according to the terms of Act V of 1861, the
police powers of the zamindars were abolished.

Nor did the new system of government succeed in improv-
ing the condition of the aboriginals in other ways. The jagirdar8_
still continued to oppress the cultivators and extort from them

illegal contributions and adjpdfa. Dr. Davidson, writing in 1839,
says:—
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" In point of fact there was no regular Police or Adminis-
tration of Justice till the present Agency was established in 1834?.
That the Kols are frequently imposed on by their landlords is not
for want of comprehension, but that they have been so long com-
pletely left to their mercies, and so entirely deprived of any protec-
tion from them, that it is difficult for them to make up their minds
toreds ". Mr. Ricketts, in thereport already quoted, refers to
this opinion and adds. —" Though there was no complaint preferred
to me, there seeing -reason to apprehend that the people of the
district suffer much from the foreign middlemen introduced by
the Raja. Major Hannyngton tells methat, ' In Chota Nagpur
the bhuinhari lands which exist in every village have been expo-
sed to the rapacity of the middlemen, aliens who are hated by
the people, and who, to obtain these lands, spare no species of force
or fraud. Against these our Courts do not afford any facilo
remedy and the day may be not far distant when the people goaded
beyond endurance may take the law into their own hands".

To improve the administration of justice, the Agent was
relieved of his duties as Civil and Sessons Judge, and in 1843
an officer was appointed, under the title of Deputy Commis-
sioner, to carry out these functions. The Deputy Commissioner
corresponded to the present Judicial Commissioner and received
that titlein 1861. In 1854 afurther change in the administra-
tion was made. By Act XX of that year the Agency was abo-
lished, and the duties and powers conferred by Regulation XX
of 1833 were vested in an officer appointed by the Local Govern-
ment, and Chota Nagpur was administered as a non-regulation
Province under a Commissioner. The officer in charge of the
Lohardaga district wasfirst styled Deputy Commissioner in 1861.
The headquarters of the Principal Assistant to the Agent had
previously, in 1842, been transferred from Lohardaga to Ranchi.

The year 1845 is a memorable one in the history of
the district, for it witnessed the arrival of the first
Christian Missionaries. In November 1845 four German
pastors, sent out by Pastor John Gossner of Berlin, pitched
their tents in Ranchi. Tor a few years their work met
with little success, and it was not till 1850 that any converts
w*ae obtained. After that year the number of converts rose
rapidly, and by 1857 there were 900 baptised members of the
Lutheran Church and 2,000 enquirers. The education and
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teaching given by the missionaries had a great effect on the
oppressed aborigines. Captain Davies, the Senior Assistant
Commissioner, writing in 1859, says :— " "With Christianity
has naturally come an appreciation of their rights as original
clearers of the soil, which rights in many instances they have
asserted and established ; this, independent of other causes
which induce the higher castes of natives to view with displea-
sure the spread of Christianity, caused great alarm among the
landholders".

The Mutiny 'of 1857 caused a temporary set-back to the
spread of Christianity and the departure of the British authori-
ties gave the landlords an opportunity of oppressing their Chris-
tian raiyats.

At the time of the Mutiny, Ranch! was the headquarters
of the Ramgarh battalion, which consisted of a full infantry
battalion, with cavalry and artillery attached. About one-
third of the battalion were men of Chota Nagpur but
of the higher oastes, and the remainder were recruited
from Bihar and other parts of India. A number of abori-
ginal Kols had at one time been recruited, but, though good
and courageous soldiers in some respects, were found to be led by
their intemperate habits into many derelictions of duty, and the
commandant of the battalion anxious to have it as much like a
line regiment as possible had discontinued recruiting them. At
Hazaribagh there were companies of the 7th and 8th Nativein-
fantry, which had been possessed with a spirit of unrest ever
since thefirst news of the revolt had reached them from the
North. News of their disloyalty reached Ranohi, and it was
decided to send two companies of the Ramgarh infantry, thirty
horsemen and two guns, under Lieutenant Graham, to disarm
them. The force left Ranchi on August lat but had not proceeded
far on its march, when news was received that the Hazaribil gh
troops had actually mutinied and were marching towards
Ranohi. Onreceipt of thisnews, the Ramgarh infantry, who were
with Lieutenant Graham, mutinied, seized the guns,ammunition
and four elephants, belonging to Colonel Dalton, the Commissioner,
and made preparations to march back to Ranohi. The cavalry
alone remained loyal and went on with Lieutenant Graham
to Hazaribagh, News of the mutiny of this detachment reached
Ranohi early on August 2nd. At first Colonel Dalton and the
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“military officers continued their preparations for meeting
the men of the 8th Native Infantry, who were said to be at Burmu,
20 miles north of Ranchi, in spite of the fact that the loyalty
of the troops at Doranda was by no means certain. Gu the
afternoon of the End, some of the mutinous sepoys of " Lieutenant
Graham's detachment arrived at Doranda, and the Com'-
missioner and the Comnan lant of the Corps, seeing that it was
now hopeless to rely on the loyalty of the troops, decided to
vacate Ranchi and march to Hazaribagh by the direct route
vid Pithauria. The decision was not made a moment too
soon ; aoout an hour after departure, the mutineers of
the Ramgarh infantry arrived, burnt the court of the
Deputy Commissioner and same of the officers bimgalows,
released the prisoners from the jail, fired their guns at the Ger-
man Mission Church, and looted the treasury. Colonel Dalton,
with the troops who still remained loyal, arrived at Ha zaribagh
without meeting any opposition ; fior this they were indebted to
the Parganait, Jaggat Pal Singh, of Pithauria, who had set up
earthworks across the road by which the Hazaribigh troops were
marching on Ranchi. The troops, thinking the entrenchments
were held by men of the Ramgarh battalion and that Ranchi
would be found to be well-defended, turned off i*i the direction of
Lohardaga, and ultimately joined the rebels in the Tributary
Mahals, taking no further part in the mutiny in Chota Nagpur.

Colonel Dalton, with the few troops under his command and
with the min supplied by the Raja of Ramgarh, succeeded in
restoring order in Hazaribagh, recovered a large quantity of
plundered property and a number of prisoner.-?, re-opened the
~courts and cused business to be resumed in the bazar. Rein-
forcements, however, did not arrive and, thinking that the small
force, even if it remained loyal, was insufficient to withstmd
an attack, Colonel Daltdn reluctantly decided to fall back on the
Grand Trunk Road at Barhi and Bagodar, though well aware
that the abandonment of Hafcarlbagh would encourage the muti-
neers. Barhi was reached on August 13th, and here the Com-
missioner was forced to remain inactive till reinforcements were
available. At last, on September 1st, 150 men of Rattray's
Sikhs arrived, and with their help he again occupied Hazaribagh.

During this time the mutinous troops had remained at
Doranda, uncertain what movement to make. Disappointed at



42 RANCHI.

the failure of the Hazaribagh troops to crossthe'Pitbanrla Ghat
and join them, they set about tryingto win the zamindars on to
their side; but in this they met with little success The Maharaja
and most of the leading zamindars remained loyal. Tfaakur
Bisnath Sahi, of Barkagarh, who had long been regarded as
disaffected, openly joined the mutineers and was reported to sit
daily in one of the Cantonment bungalows administering justice.
He also assisted the mutineers by cutting several breaches in the
road over Ramgarh Ghat, with the obvious intention of making
it difficult for troops advancing against Doranda. Another
d's'oyal zamindar was Ganpat Rai, of Bhaunro, an ex-Diwan of
ih'3 Maharaja, who, it is said, wa3 formally installed by the
mutineers as their Commander in-Chief, The prime mover of the
Ranchi mutiny was, however, Jamadar Madho Singh, of the
Ramgarh battalion. It was not till the first week of September
that the mutineers decided to leave Doranda, taking with them four
six-pounder guns, alarge quantity of ammunition, the treasure and
heaps of plunder, and to proceed, if possible, via the Tika Ghat,
through Palamau so as to effect a junction at Rohtaogarh with
Kunwai Singh, to whom the guns and treasure would have proved
acceptable. Before leaving Ranchi, they plundered the townspeople,
attempted to burn the jail and the kachahri, and flung the records
into a well ; they .also beheaded an old native doctor, named Budu,
who was attached to thejail. The progressof the mutineers was
slow, as the transport of the guns, treasure, and plunder was no
easy matter at that season of the year. The zamindars did muoh
to hinder their march, and, in particular, Hari Singh, Baraik of
Chary a, entrenched the ghats against the en and only abandoned
liis position when the guns were brought against it.

A few days after the departure of the mutineers, on Septem-
ber 22nd, Colonel Dalton, with 150 Sikhsand 150 men of the
63rd Regiment under Major English, reached Ranchi. He was
anxiousto start off in pursuit of the mutineers, who had by this
time reached Balumath (hi Palamau district) and were rep rted
to be uncertain whether to advancethrough Palamau or towards
Chatra, but was unableto carry this plan into effect, as the
53rd Regiment were ordered to go back to the Grand Trunk
Road. When Major English with the troops under his com-
mand reached Hazaribagh, he received ordersto march against the
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rebels at Chatra. On the 2nd of October be came up with the
rebels, who now numbered over 8,000, and completely defeated
them, capturing the gunsand ammunition and recovering a large
amount of the treasure and plunder. Colonel Dalton thus de-
scribes the effects of this victory :(—

" Nothing could have been more favourable to the thorough
re-establishment of the authority of Government and the speedy
restoration of order than the oiroumstance under which the
mutineers were signally defeated. Chatra is one of the largest
and wealthiest towns in the division, where there is always a
collection of people from all parts of the country. Moreover, the
mutineers had pressed into their Bervice hundreds of the working
clases of Chota Nagpur. All these were present during the
engagement and many witnessed the complete extinction of the
force, that had for a month occupied the headquarters of the
Province in a manner that will be long recollected asa reign of
terror, and whose progress through the villages had been marked
by devastation and ruin. They then hastened back to their
homes, and long before | received even the first brief news by
express from Major Simpson, the news had spread and was
known to every one in the neighbourhood".

Although the courtshad been re-opened after Colonel Dalton's
return to Ranchi on the 2dJrd of September, desultory warfare
continued for some time, as thelocal rebels were still at large.
Thakur Bisnath Sahi and Pande Ganpat Hai had been taken with
the mutineers on their march from Doranda to Chatra, iu order
to ensure the safe passage of the ghats, but both they anil Jama-
dar Madho Singh, the insurgent leader, escaped after the battle.
Madho Singh wasnot heard of again, but in December the
Thakur and Pande were reported to be on the border of Palamau,
intriguing with the Bhogta insurgents, who had been giving
considerable trouble in that part of the country. In Maroh 1858
depredations were committed by local insurgents on some
villages in pargana Nawagarh, and the Barwe police-station w'ss
looted. To operate against these local insurgents, Colonel
Dalton assembled an escor of the Ramgarh Irregular Cavalry and
200 men of the new Kol Levy, wir'ch was raised and,trained soon
after thereturn to Ranchi. Thakur Bisnath Sahi and Ganpat
K ai were captured and hanged, in April 1858, their estates being
confiscated to Government.
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During the fifty years which have elapsed since the Mutiny,
the history of the Ranohi district is one of agrarian’ dis-
content, culminating k the Sardari Lardi and the Birsa risings
It is also the history of the spread of Christianity. During the
Mutiny the Christian community was broken up but their
dispersion over the district seems to have given a considerable
impulse to Christianity, as the number of converts largely in>-
creased after the restoration of order. An impression rapidly
gained ground that to become Christian was the best way of
shaking; off the oppresson of the landlord. " The result of this",
stys Colonel Palton, " has been a great accesson of strength to
the ranks of nominal Christians. A reasonable desire to be
reinstated in bhuinhari lands actuated some, a dishonest idea to*
become one of this favoured family of bhuinhdn seized others..
The next step was to profess Christianity, and coming to the?
Mission at Ranchi they returned with their hair, puritanically,
cropped and ready to assert their rights and defy their landlords.
Conflicts between the Christian aboriginals and their landlords
were of frequent occurrence; the Christians sought to takeforcible
possesson of the lands, of wbioh they consdered" themselves
to have been disposssssed by the landlords, while the latter
retaliated by bringing false charges of dakaiti and robbery
against the tenants and subjecting them to illegal confinement and
duress.  Towards the end of 1858 the C3nliict assumed a serious
aspect, and troops had to be sent from Ranchi to Gobindpur
to preserve order in Basia and Sonpur. The authorities,
however, realized that the only effectual method of preventing a
repetition of such outbreaks was to remove the grievances that
had caused them. Accordingly, in 1&58, Lala- Lokhnath Sahi, a
Nagbansi zamindar, was deputed to prepare a register of all
bhuinhari lands. He continued to work till his death in 1862,
and ma3e enquiries in 572, and completed the register of bhuin-
hari lands in 429, villages. The knowledge that an attempt was
being made to restore them to their lands temporarily pacified
the Mundas, and parganas L odhma and Sonpur, where the greater
part of thework was carried out, and which had previously been
the most troubled, were reported to have become, since the com-
pletion of the register, the least disturbed of all the parganas in
which suoh tenures* existed. The decisons of the Lala wereon
the whole more favourable to the landlordsthan to the bhuinh&rt.
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but were to some extent a settlement of the question and placed
a limit on further encroachments. When life survey was dis-
continued, disputes again broke out, and in 1867 a petition was
presented to the Local Government, purporting to be signed by
14«000 Christians. Though this petition was grossly exagger-
ated and contained many unfounded complaints against the M aha-
raja and even against the Commissioner, Colonel Dalton, it served
the purpose of impressing Government with the necessity of
completing the 6urvey begun by Lala Lokhnath Sani. Accord-
ingly, the Chota Nagpur Tenures Act (Act Il B. C. of 1869)
was passed. Under this Act, special Commissioners were appo-
inted who had power to survey and demarcate the privileged
lands of the tenants (bhuinhari) and of the landlords (manjhihas).
Theoperations, which werebegun on April 1st, IV69,and were not
completed till 31st March 1880, extended to 2,482 villages.

The operations undertaken under the Act, though successful to
some extent in the areas in which they were carried out, were a
mere palliatiou of the grievances which prevailed throughout tho
country. Government in their Resolution on the final report of the
Commissioners admitted that " the success of the Act has fallen
short of the expectations generally entertained on its introduc-
tion. The operations have not removed every cause of dis-
agreement, and disputes are still of frequent occurrence. This
partial failure appears to be due to two causss ; first, to the fact
that rajkas tenures were not included in the sope of the Act,
and, secondly, to the extravagant claims and expectations of a
section of the bhuinhdrs, which rendered it impossible to satisfy
them by any sattlement which aimed at preserving the just
rights of bDth parties’. A third cause was that some land-
lords persuaded the bliuinhars to conceal their status by
representing that Government inteuded to impose a. special
tax upon them. The Special Commissioner,, Balu Rakhal Das
Haldar, had shown in his final report how the exclusion of rdihas
had opened a door for further disputes involving expensive liti-
gation both in the criminal, revenue, and civil courts. Theland-
lords, seeing that the exorbitant claims of bhuinhdrs had been
disallowed, sought either to dispossess them of all lands other
than the demarcated bhuinhari land, or to increase the rent pay-
able for such' lands. Further, small advantage wastaken of the
Tjov'sions of the Act permitting the commutation of prandial
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conditions and srvices for cash payment. Only 1,161 applies*
tions werereceived. " The Mundas and headmen showed great
indifference on the subject and the landlords resorted to all means
in their powor to render this portion of the Act nugatory;
while the landlords, however, valued the services more highly
than money payments, the raiyats also ssamed to prefer giving
the accasomary amount of labour to paying additional rent,
especially when no remunerative employment was available ".
The Government of Bengal, however, did not consde it neces
sary to undertake a thorough survey and settlement of the whole
district, though this was recommended by the Commissoner,
They conddered that the settlement of the Chota Nagpur estate
which was being undertaken would be a further sep in the solu-
tion of the digoutes over a large portion of thedistrict, and that in
the remaining villages, which were held by jaglrdars, maintenance-
holders, and farmers, the provisons of the Chota Nagpur Landlord
and Tenants Procedure Act of 1879, which had recently been passed,
were aufficient for the protection of the raiyats againg illegal
enhancement, while securing to the zamindars their fair rental*
The new Act provided that the rent of bhuinhdri, khuntkatti
or kotkar lands was not liable to enhancement, except under
certain conditions and circumgances, and that therent of other
occupancy raiyats should not be enhanced, except on application
tothe Deputy Commissoner. The Act adw repeated the pro-
visons of the previous Aot for the voluntary commutation of
srvices Like the Act of 1869, it disappointed the hopes of its
framers. The landlords contrived to evade its provisons; rents
were enhanced, and predial srvices increased, frequently by the
device of bringing a suit for arrearsof rent at rates greatly ini
excess of what was actually paid, often by forcing or chesting*
theraiyatsinto agreeingto higher rates.  Thelandlords, however,
were not invariably successful; in many casss the raiyats
sucosded in” improving their postion at the expense of thsless
wealthy and less powerful landlords In villages where the
majority of the inhabitants were Chrigtians, began (or predial
service) wasnot rendered, and in some casssthe landlords were
forcibly deprived of their khat lands.

The main grievances underlying the Sardari agitation and
the agrarian discontent during the lagt fifteen years of the 19th
century were the system of beth begdfi, or compulsory labour,
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the exaction of prsedial conditions (ra&umtita), the illegal
enhancement of rents of rajhas lands, and the question of 1&e
status of the Munda proprietors of khuntkatbi villages, which
bad not been included in the bhuinhari survey. With these very-
real grievances in the minds of the aboriginals, the Sards rs, who
have been rightly described as an unscrupulous and dishonest
band of cheats, found little difficulty in stirring up ,an agitation,
and collecting money, ostensibly for the purpose of bringing
their complaints to the notice of the authorities. They began to
bombard Government with petitions in which the most extrava-
gant claims were put forward. Their principal prayer, that of
being allowed to form themselves into village communities
directly under Government, was found to be unreasonable and
extravagant, and the petitions were all necessarily rejected, " as
their entertainment would subvert the progress which has been
made during a lengthened period in the Cho ta Nagpur division".
The missionaries sought in vain to convince the Sardars of the
futility of these petitions, with the result that they left
the Church and set up a violent opposition to the mission
work. Duringall the time that the earlier memorials were
under discussion, the aboriginals did not do anything that
was punishable under thelaw. In 1881 an incident occurred,
which foreshadowed the Birsa rising fifteen years* later. A
party calling themselves the children of " M09l " and headed by
" John the Baptist " set up a" Raj " at Doisa, a former seat of
the Rajas of ChotaNagpur. Theringleaders, who were promptly
punished, were not proved to have any connection with the
Sardars. By the beginning of 1887 the movement had
assumed considerable dimensions. Many of the Mundas and
Oraons refused to pay rent totheir landlords, on the ground that
they had got -a decree declaring them to be the owners of the
soil and only bound to pay rent directto the " Markar "
Meetings were held in various places with the object of collecting
subscriptions and inciting the people to take possession of the
manjhihas lands and to dispute the authority of the Iccal officers,
but the actual outbreaks were few in number and were easily
suppressed by the civil authorities. At Tilma the Christians
opposed the cultivation of the manjhikas lands, and in Tamar
they seized and cultivated the mdnjhihas land of the Rani, but the
prompt arrest and- imprisonment of the principals had the
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effect of stopping farther trouble, and when the harvest of 1887
was reaped, no breaches of the peace occurred.

The Sardari agitation of 1387 was followed by disturbances
in the west of the district in 1889. These were due to the
spread of Christianity among the Oraons of these parts, who
had hitherto been beyond the field of the work of the Luthe-
ran and Anglican Missions. The Roman Catholic Mission had
established stations at Burudi in the Khunti thana in 1874 and
at Doranda in 1883, but no great progress was made till the Rev*
Father Lievens began to preach among the Mundas, Oraons, and
Kharias in the south-western and western parts of the district.
Wi ithin three or four years over forty thousand nominally joined
the Church and the movement was, as be'ore, viewed with fear and
suspicion by the landlords. In the year 1889 a number of land-
lords sent up a petition to the Commissioner, alleging that the
Eoman Catholic Missionaries were unsettling J the minds of their
raiyats and converting them by thousands to Christianity. They
complained that the Jesuits held out hopes to the aboriginals
which were incapable of fulfilment and thereby induced them to
join the Church; though thiscomplaint was exaggerate!, there
isno doubt that the sympathy with which the missionaries listened
to the complaints of the aboriginals 'about the burden of their
prasdial services, encouraged them to balieve that the only' way of
escaping from oppresson was to become a convert* The claim of
the landlords to exact unlimited services from the raiyats was
preposterous, and the missonaries very properly advised the raiyats
only to render those services which had received the sanction of
custom. The immediate result of such advice was that a spirit
of resigtance filled both Christiansand non-Christians. The land-
lords refused to abate their demands, and the raiyats refused to
pay their ordinary rent or render their customary" servicss. The
disturbances were not very serious ; and the officials, though
apprehensive of disturbances on a large s*ale had little difficulty
ia maintaining the peace of thedistrict as a whole. The Christians
in some villages tried to coerce their unconverted brethren into
accepting the new religion, and forcibly cut off their top knots;
in other villagesthey forcibly cut and carried off the crops from
the manjhihai lands. In 1890 the Lieutenant-Governor, Sir Stewart
Bayiey, visited Ranchi and held a Conference, at which' several
missionaries, representative landlords, and oShials were present
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fcnd it was generally agreed that a wholesale commutation of
services and prradial dues was the only true solution of the prob-
lem of agrarian discontent, but this measure was not undertaken.
A proclamation issued by Mr. Grimley, the Commissioner, with
the authority of Government., prescribed a scale of service render-
able for eacH holding, according to the custom of the district.
Thetotal amount of labour amounted to fourteen daysin the year.
These orders were in no way binding on the landlords or the
tenants, and, though partially successful, their effect was tran-
sient as a solution of the problem. During the next four or five
years, while Government was engaged ia considering the question
of the amendment of the Tenancy Act, the country was compara-
tively free from disturbances, but the Sardars still continued to
collect subscriptions, in some cases extorting them by threats
or violence, and between the years 1893 and 1895 several Sardars
were prosecuted on charges of extortion and assault. Their
operations extended throughout the whole of the Munda country
and the northern portion of the Porahat estate of Singhbhura.
Tho total collections are estimated to have amounted to over a
lakh of rupees, the greater portion of which Was paid over to
certain lawyers of Calcutta for drafting a memorial to Parlia-
ment, and the rest was misappropriated by the Sardars them-
selves.

In 1895 the ferment in the Munda country again
broke out, when a loader wis founl in the parson of Birsa,
a Munda of the village Chalkad in Tamir thana. Birsa
was a convert of th3 German Mission and had received
alittle education and a smattering of English at the Mission
School at Chaibasa. Hisinflusnce over the Mundas and Oraons
was extraordinary. He quickly won for himsef the reputation
of aworker of miracles, and both Mundasand Oraoru flocked to the
village of Chalkad to see the new prophet and to be cured of their
ills by his miraculous powers. Bh\3a soon gave himself out to
be the prophet of a new religion, which, he said, he had received
from Sing Bonga, him3elf. The new religion was a mixture of
Hinduism and Christianity. The Mundas were to give up wor-
shipping, and sacrificing to a number of bong as or subordinate
deitius and to worship only one God, Sing Bonga$ they were to
lead good lives, abstain from eating animal food, and wear the
sacred thread of tho twice-born Hindu castes. Later, Birsa
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began to regard himself, and to be regarded by his followers, *s
the incarnation of the deity, and announced that- on a given
day fire and brimstone would descend from heaven and destroy
all men on earth except those who had the good senseto repair
to his village of Chalkad and stay near him on that occasion.
Chalkad and the neighbouring hills and villages became alarge
camp; stores of rice were collected and temporary huts erectel,
and crowds of armed Mundas, especially from the Sardari villages,
assembled there. Bif sa's teachingjnow began to assume a political
aspect; he advised his followers to defy the authorities, informing
them that the raj of the Maharani (Queen-Empress) was
over and that the Munda raj had commenced. He prophesied
that if Government opposed (him, the rifles of its soldiers would
be turned to wood and their bulletsto water, and he issued an
injunction to the raiyats that they were to pay no rentsin future
but hold their lands rent-free. These proceedings naturally
alarmed the authorities, and the Superintendent of Police was sent
out to arrest him. Mr. Meares, the Superintendent, reached
Chalkad on the night of August 24th and succeeded in penetrat-
ing to the place where Birsa was sleeping without the knowledge
of the multitudes who surrounded him. The police overpowered
the guard, and Birsa was well on the way to Ranchi under arrest
before the crowds of his followers even knew that he had been
arrested. He and fifteen of his followers were tried and convicted
under section 505 of the Indian Penal Code and sentenced to
two years imprisonment. Illustrative of the faith which the
Mundas had in Birsa was the rumour which went round
the country that the jail walls fell down when he entered
thejail gates. The only foundation for the rumour was that tho
mud-wall of a small grain-store collapsed.

During Birsa's confinement the excitement in the Munda
country subsided. He was released before the expiry of his
sentence, on the occasion of the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria,
and soon gathered a band of his followers round him. His first
move was to visit and desecrate theold Hindu Temple at Chutia,
probably with the object of asserting his claim to the Chota
Nagpur Raj, of which Chutia was an ancient seat. Some of his
followers were arrested on the spot, but Birsa himself escaped and
vanished for aperiod of two years. Towardstheend of 1899 here-
appeared, and he and his chief followersbegan to tour round the coun-
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tryandstir up the people to attack thelandlords and the authorities.
Theday fixed for the outbreak wasChristmas Day, 1899. A larg.3
nuTnbsr of preconcerted murderous attacks and act3 of incendiarism
occurred iu various placesiuthanas K hunti, Tamar, Basia, and Ran-
«hi. A German merchant, Mr. Caesar, was shot dead in a village
in the depth of the jungles of pargana Sonpur, and attacks were
made on the Anglican Missionary at M ur hu and the Roman Catho-
lic Missionariesat Sanvada. At Burju-a police constable and four
chaukidars were put to death, and at Khunti the police-station
was attacked, one of the constables killed, and some of the houses
burnt down. The Commissioner, Mr. Forbes, and the Deputy
Commissioner, M r . Streatfeiid, hastened to Khunti with 150 men.
of the Native infantry stationed at Doranda, and on the 9th of
January oame upon the main body of the Mundas at Dumari
Hill. The insurgents refused to surrender, and the troops wero
compelled to use their rifles and storm the hill. A number of
the insurgents were killed or wounded, and the rest dispersed.
Birsa himself was arrested in Singhbhum on the 3rd February, and
he and his chief followers were placjd on their trial. Birsa died
of cholera in Ranchi Jail duringthe course of the trial in
June 1900; of his followers two were hanged for murders
committed during the rising, while others were sentenced to various,
terms of transportation or imprisonment.

The Birsainsurrection, following the Sardari agitation which
has lasted for so many vyears, impressed upon Government the
necessity for removing once and for all the grievances which had
been the cause of all the agrarian discontent in the district.
Before the Birsa outbreak, a.fresb attempt had been made to
remove the grievances about rakumat% and begari by passing
the Commutation Act of 1807. The Act reproduced the pro-
visions of Act | of 1879, under which the Courts had power to
commute. predial conditions and services into cash payments, on
the application of oneof the parties, and power was also taken in
it by the Local Government to order a compulsory commutation
when it was considered expedient to do so. But this Act, like
its predecessors, disappointed the expectations of its framers. No
commutation was ever ordered by Government, and, though a
number of* applications for, commutation were received from both
landlords and raiyats, they amounted to a very small percentage
of the whole. The raiyate, especially those who became nominal
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Christians, preferred to cease to render services rather than enter
upon expensive litigation, which usually resulted in a substantial
increase of theirjrent, while the landlords were unable to prove to-
the satisfaction of the Courtsthat their demands were authorized
by custom and hence Were reluctant to apply.
Uettirment It was at last recognized that the preparation of a complete
%(%ﬁggg record-of-rights for the whole district, and particularly for the
" Munda country, was absolutely necessary, and also that the com-
pulsory abolition of the beth begari syssem must be taken in hand.
Accordingly, it was decided, in 1901, to effect a survey and settle-
ment of the Munda country. The work was taken up in 1902*
and, after the Munda country had been dealt with, the operations
were extended to the rest of the district. All praedial services
w ere commuted throughout the district, and with them the praed i-
al conditions [ahwdhs and rvkatnuis) which were a secondary
cause of dispute ; and thus both questions were finally st at rest.
The law relating to landlords and tenants was amended and
improved in the light of the experience gained in the course of
the Settlement operations by Act V of 1903, which dealt
principally with the Mnndafi khuntkatii tenancies and. finally
by the present Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act (Act Yl of 1908)
which re-arranged and consolidated the enactments previously in
force and embodied certain provisions of the Bengal Tenancy Act
and some additional provisions which confirm local customary
rights and usages. Of the immense benefit conferred on the
district by the Settlement operations there can be no doubt. Apart
from the advantages resulting from the abolition of btth begari and
rukumdtSy the raiyats have now a final and conclusive record of
their lands, their rent, and their miscellaneous rights in jungle
and waste lands, and there is a general consensus of opinion that
the settlement records have definitely put a stop to the harassing
litigation which has ruined so many landlords and tenants.
Criminal casss have decreased in number, for many of the
criminal casss of the district were paddy-theft cases and cases of
trespass on land in assertion of a supposed or real right. Civil
suits, which were usually filed by parties who had failed in
the criminal courts, show' a similar decrease. In the Munsif's
courts at Gumla and Khunti the number of title suits fell from
137 and 244in. 1907 to 02 and 70 in 1710, respectively, and the
average number of suits filed annually during the last four
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years is only 7% at Gumla and 74 at Khunti. Suits for
arrears of rent, which, formerly involved protracted disputes ag
to the amount of rent and rukiunats, are now easily disposed of at
a single hearing, the only question to be decided being whether
the rent has been actually paid or not, and, as most of the land-
lords are now in the habit of granting receipts, this question is
easily settled. Liitigation isin fact nolonger the gamblewhich it
formerly was. Both landlords and tenants are, on the whole,
satisfied with the result of the operations, though some landlords
no doubt consider that they have been deprived of their prescriptive
rights while some missionaries and other friendsof the raiyats
consider that more might have been done to restore the ancient
status of the cultivators. The raiyats, appreciating the security
of their tenure, are taking steps to improve their lands, and there
is reason to hope that the next half century will see a great im-
provement in the methods of agriculture.

Apart from the Settlement operations, other important steps
were taken to improve the administration of the district. It
was realized that the outlying pxrts of the district were so far
distant from the headquarters at Ranchi that the people preferred
to submit to any compromise rather than undertake the trouble and
expense of making a long journey to the couits. The result was
that the zamindars and police were omnipotent in such out-of-
the-way tracts as Barwe and Biru, and deeds of lawlessness were
committed which were a disgrace to the administration. Murder
cases and other very serious offences were usually brought before
the courts, but offences of lesser magnitude went unpunished.
Even murders were frequently concealed. The control over the
police was so ineffective that they were the real rulers of the
country. The Chaukidari force was equally corrupt and was
responsible for many of the cases of d<zKciiti; theft, or burglary.
In order to bring the administration of justice nearer to the
homes of the people, the Gumla subdivision was opened in
November 1902, and the Khanti subdivision three years later,
in December 1905. The areas included in these subdivisions
which were formerly hotbeds of lawlessness may now be said to
be among the most peaceable and law-abiding parts of the Province.

Recently a further step has been taken to improve the admi-
nistration of the district. The Gumla subdivision proved too
large for efficient administration and the southern portion
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of the distriot has been formed into a subdivision with bead*
quarters'at Simdega/a few miles south of Biru.

The outbreak of war between England and Germany in 1914
rendered it necessary to take precautionary measures against ther
missionaries*of the Latheran Mission who were resident of the
district. Soon after the outbreak of war, those missionaries
who were of military age were recalled to the head quarters
of the Mission at Ranchi and not permitted to take any part
in the missionary work. The older missionaries, many of whom,
had spent the greater part of their lives in Chota Nagpur,
were allowed',to remain in their mission stations and were
placed on parole. In 1915, in accordance with the
decison of the Government of Indiato intern or repatriate all
German subjects, the'missionaries were removed from the district®
those of military age were sent to the concentration camp at
Ahmadnagar, with the older missionaries with the women and.
children were detained for a few months at Dinapore, and later
repatriated to Germany.  Though the missionaries have been re-
moved the work of the Mission still continues; the educational
sde of the work being supervised by the Bishop of Chota
I"agpur and by members of the S. P. G. Mission, whilethe
parochial work is carried on by the Indian pastorsand catechists.
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CHAPTER.

THE PEOPLE,

T HE first attempt at an enumeration of the people was made Consul.
by -Captain Depree at the time of the Topographical Survey of
Chota Nagpur in 1868. The population of 128 houses. selected
at