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PREFACE

The object of the present book is to describe the relations
of Assam with the English East India Company from 1771
to 1826. It deals incidentally with Assam’s contacts with
Europeans in general prior to 1771 and during the period of
survey. In Assam, as in other theatres of commercial
adventure, the British had to compete with other European
merchants. The trade was profitable, but not very flourishing,
owing to the quarrels and disputes amongst the merchants,
and to the civil strifes then raging in Assam. The British
who had become masters of the neighbouring province of
Bengal were ultimately compelled to interfere in the affairs
of Assam in their own interest, and this led eventually to
their occupation of the country. The different stages of the
Company’s Assam policy have been fully narrated, with
details- of the circumstances of disintegration, both external
and internal, immediate and remote, which led to the decline
and fall of the old Assamese kingdom. This book may there-
fore be regarded as a political history of Assam from the last
quarter of the eighteenth century to the first quarter of the
nineteenth, covering the reigns and times of the last five
Ahom sovereigns,—Swargadeos Lakshmi Singha, Gaurinath
Singha, Kamaleswar Singha, Chandrakanta Singha and
Purandar Singha.

Glimpses into several phases of the past history of Assam
can also be obtained in this book as the description of
important events and developments is generally accompanied
by retrospective surveys for the purpose of furnishing the
necessary perspective so that it can be read with advantage
by the uninitiated reader. The background is also set forth
in the introductory chapter which deals with, among other
matters, the ruling power in Assam, the Ahom system of
administration, relations with neighbouring states and hill
tribes, Assam’s commercial and foreign policy, exports and
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imports, early European visitors to and writers on Assam.
In the narratives, I have tried to throw as much light as pos-
sible on the details of the administrative machinery, economic
resources, social conditions, religious developments, and the
careers of the leading persons. My remote object has been
to present an authentic and well-documented account of
Assam which will enable future historians to make use of
the extensive source-materials referred to in the footnotes,
and thereby enlarge upon the topics I have but lightly
handled. The analytical list of contents will convey an idea
of the offshoots and ramifications of the major themes.

The materials used in the compilation of this book are
principally the Consultations and Proceedings, and the mis-
cellaneous records of the East India Company, deposited at
the India Office Library, London, where, as the result of two
years’ exploration, 1936-1938, I came upon a large mass of
correspondence relating to Assam. In 1930, I had visited
the Imperial Record Department at Calcutta, and copies of
important documents have been obtained from time to time.
At the instance of the then Governor of Assam, the late
Sir Laurie Hammond, I was appointed in 1930, to examine
the old records at the Assam Secretariat, Shillong; and I
submitted detailed proposals regarding the preservation and
publication of those records, and the compilation of a cata-
logue, a hand-book and a press-list or calendar. I also
pointed out the necessity of obtaining the originals or the
copies of the Assam records deposited at the Bengal Record
Room, the Imperial Record Department and the India Office
Library.

My interest in the records of the East India Company
first took an active form about the year 1926 after a perusal
of the published records which had found their way into
Assam. I had also an opportunity to examine the original
India Office Library manuscripts of Dr. John Peter Wade’s
Account of Assam and Geographical Sketch of Assam which
had been borrowed by the Government of Assam. A paper
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on Dr. Wade was read at the Twelfth Session of the Indian
Historical Records Commission held at Gwalior in December
1929. I dealt with the whole subject of Assam records in a
monograph entitled Early British Relations with @ Assam,
which was published by the Government of Assam in 1928,
I attempted in that book “to draw the attention of the public
and of the authorities to the vast mine of historical informa-
tion buried in the archives of the Bengal and the Imperial
Record Rooms, the India Office Library, the British Museum
and the District and Divisional offices of Assam.” A com-
prehensive bibliography was appended to the book. It has
been referred to in several compilations published meanwhile,
including Prof. H. H. Dodwell’s Cambridge Shorter History
of Indie. Ihad also to deal with Assam’s early relations with
the British in the chapter entitled “British Occupation of
Assam”, in my book Tungkhungia Buranji, or, A History of
Assam, 1671-1826 A.D., published in 1933 by the Oxford
University Press. A chapter on Assam’s dealings with
European merchants was compiled about that time and
inserted in my History of the Reign of Swargadeo Rajeswar
Singha, 1751-69, which is awaiting publication. A number
of English documents and Assamese Buranjis or chronicles
were borrowed from the India Office Library by the Depart-
ment of Historical and Antiquarian Studies, Assam, since
the year 1929, and some of them have been incorporated in
that Department’s publications.

Materials for this book have also been drawn from the
indigenous Assamese Buranjis, written both in prose and
verse. Several of them have been edited by me and pub-
lished by the D.H.A.S., and many more are still unpublished,
the manuscripts and transcripts being mainly deposited in
the library of the above Department. It is interesting to
note that Monsieur J. B. Chevalier, Hugh Baillie, George
Lear, M. Laval, Daniel Raush, Captain’' Welsh and Lt. Mac-
Gregor occupy an important place in the contemporary As-
samese narratives as in the records of the EI.C. But the

B
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machinery of history-writing, like that of the other depart-
ments of the state, failed to function efficiently during the
last half-a-century of Ahom rule owing to continued dis-
turbances in the country. So the chronicles of this period
are not so exhaustive and numerous as those of former times.
"The value of the narratives relating to Assam’s contact with
Europeans, in spite of their meagreness, is immense as they
convey an impression of the other side of the picture and
supplement the information available in the E.I.C. records.

Contemporary publications and secondary works have
proved equally useful in the compilation of this book, and
‘most of them were examined and could be examined only
in the India Office Library as it contains the largest collection
of books on the British period of Indian History. I have also
drawn my materials from the books in the Library of the
School of Oriental Studies, Royal Asiatic Society of Great
Britain and Ireland, British Museum, and the London Insti-
tute of Historical Research. I traced the existence of valu-
able records about Assam at the Vatican Library in Rome,
and the Bibliotheque Nationale in. Paris, but they could
hardly be consulted by me as my visits to both the libraries
were brief. The published sources have been studied with
thoroughness and care; but, though they have helped me in
filling up unbridgeable gulfs, the comparative meagreness of
the information obtained from them has led me to draw my
data principally from the unpublished sources. The history of
Assam of the period under review has thus been reconstructed
by synthesising the information drawn from all possible
sources, both indigenous and foreign.

The important sources of information have been enlisted
in the Bibliography ; and precise references to them have
" been cited in the footnotes. Now that the spade work of
tracing and locating the sources has been accomplished to
some extent, future scholars will be able to follow them up-
easily, and to prepare transcripts, and to edit and publish
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selections. I had a mind to publish at least one volume of
such selections; and for this purpose, I had prepared in Eng-
land typescripts of the entire correspondence of Captain
Thomas Welsh, and of a number of other valuable docu-
ments including some letters of David Scott. But I have not
been able to carry out my plan for want of time and of the
requisite opportunities. I have however prepared a com-
plete press-list of the documents examined by me during my
two years’ “digging” at the India Office Library, and of which
I took full or partial copies.

It may be mentioned that this book represents the first
attempt at a scientific handling of all available sources,
Assamese and English, both published and unpublished.
Most of the personalities and events have been subjected for
the first time to a rigorous critical examination; and hence
their evaluation may bear the traces of a pioneer attempt. In
other places, historical landmarks have, through the attempts
of succeeding writers, attained some degree of standardisa-
tion in value, which can be accepted or modified in the light
of newly discovered data ; in Assam, these landmarks convey
only a hazy impression of the actual realities, owing to the
paucity of reliable details and the consequent absence of
scientific discussions. I have in this book made a systematic
attempt to throw as much light as possible on these dim
pictures, in order that they may appear in their true colours.
As I do not pretend to say the last word on any subject, I
invite future labourers to fill up the landscape with more
copious details. In the pages of this book they will at least
have the skeleton and the dry-bones to work upon, together
with an idea of the quarries wherefrom replenishing mate-

‘rials can be extracted.

Having worked for a considerable number of years in
the field of historical research in Assam, I proceeded in 1936
on two years’ Study Leave to England, in order to study the
records and publications about Assam in a centralised insti-
tution like the India Office Library, and to fuse the results
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of this study in a constructive history. I joined the School
of Oriental (also African at present) Studies in London
where I worked for the Ph.D. degree of London Univer-
sity as an Internal Student, under the direction and super-
vision of the late Mr. H. H. Dodwell, M.A. (Oxon.), Professor
of History and Culture of British Dominions in Asia with
special reference to India. The compiler thus received the
benefit of regular consultations with the learned editor of the
fifth and sixth volumes of The Cambridge History of India,
and at that time, the greatest living wuthority on the British
period of Indian History. The book was approved in 1938
for the Ph.D. degree in History in the Faculty of Arts, the
examiners being Professor Dodwell, Sir Edward Gait, and
Professor P. W. Morrell of Birkbeck College and Reader in
Imperial History in London University. The book has since
been revised on the lines of the suggestions made by Sir
Edward Gait and Professor Morrell. The sections dealing
with the ruling power in Assam, its relations with the neigh-
bouring states and hill tribes, have been newly added to the
Introduction, as their knowledge is essential for properly
understanding the trend of the historical narratives. The
life-sketch of Dr. John Peter Wade, inserted as an appendix
to Part II of Chapter VII, was compiled so recently as Novem-
ber 1948, with the help of the letters written to Francis
Fowke, copies being obtained meanwhile through the cour-
tesy of Dr. H. N. Randle, Librarian of the Commonwealth
Relations Office, London. The thesis as submitted to London
University in 1938 bore the title East India Company’s Rela-
tions with Assam ; it has now been shortened into the pre-
sent form Anglo-Assamese Relations.

The delay in the publication of the book is due to abnor-
mal circumstances. Just when arrangements were in pro-
gress for printing it in 1941-42, with the help of a grant placed
at the disposal of the D.H.-A.S. by Shri Rohini Kumar Chau-
dhury, then Minister of Education, Assam, the proposal had
to be abandoned owing to the strained financial position of
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Assam mainly brought about by World War II. The scar-
city of paper and the unusually heavy demands on printing
presses rendered the publication of the book almost an im-
practicable proposition. The attempt was revived after the
cessation of hostilities followed by the partial restoration
of printing facilities. The Hon’ble Shri Gopinath Bardoloi,
Premicr and Education Minister of Assam, has been pleased
to make a fresh grant for the publication of the book.

Assam and India have undergone momentous changes
since the compilation of the book. First came the War during
which Assam became a base for military operations against
Japan. The world also witnessed the final Indian
struggle for independence known generally as the
“1942 Movement”. On the 15th August 1947, India
emerged into a sovereign republic from its position as
a dependency of the British. The form and pattern of its
future governance are being forged by its own constitution-
makers. The different units of the Dominion of India have
realised the benefits of merging into an undivided and cohe-
sive whole; and Assam which in ages past had to fight its
existence single-handed can now look upon the rest of India
as an integral part of the same body-politic. Under the pres-
sure of such changes it is but natural that our present-day
way of thinking is sometimes different from that of ten or
twelve years ago. It is believed that in spite of this change
of outlook, the views and opinions expressed in this book
will not lose their significance in the new set-up and in the
ages to come.

On the other hand, the events have special meaning
attached to them now that we are independent, when the
responsibility of steering the ship of state rests entirely on
our shoulders. The forceful logic of geography and econo-
mics being unrefutable, every event evokes in our mind fresh
streams of thought when it is studied in the background of
our present surroundings. The forces of disruption which
brought the Assam kingdom to an end in 1822 will be once
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more released if the underlying circumstances are repeated
and re-enacted ; and our present duty is therefore one of
circumspection, and the inculcation of the habit of profiting
by the blunders of our great-grandfathers of the late
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. With the resto-
ration of independence, the study of national history has
become endowed not only with a higher academic value, but
also with an intense practical utility, as every past event
induces us to search for the lesson it has for the present.
It is also indispensable for stimulating creative works of art
and literature which are equally important in directing the
energies of our people to the cultivation of those qualities
which are necessary for retaining and utilising this hard-won
independence.

In compiling this book I have attempted to transmit the
spirit of the past by inserting in the narratives short extracts
from contemporaneous documents, because a phrase or a
sentence culled from the sayings or writings of a historical
personage conveys the reflections of the age more pointedly
than folios of reconstructed history. A few specimens are
given below to enable the reader to have a foretaste of the
realistic flavour latent in such utterances:

“The Dafala miscreants can be captured only if an
elephant can enter into a rat-hole.”—Premier Atan Bura-
gqhain, about 1672, ’

“Is it called trade if it' be limited to the import of a few
maunds of salt from Bengal, and the despatch of two or four
boats from our place ? ”—King Rudra Singha, about 1713.

“ His Majesty should not listen to a man if he says that
the Morans will retire to the woods after having once attained
the position of Raja-Chakravarti.”—Kirtichandra Barbarua,
November 1769. '

“The kingdom of Assam is totally and absolutely inde-
pendent of any control from Bengal as the Empire of China
is.”—William Dow, Jugighopa, May 15, 1784.
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“ The civil dissensions still rage in Assam to the destruc-
tion and ruin of that once opulent kingdom.”—Hugh Baillie,
Goalpara, November 9, 1789.

“To-day we shall enter a kingdom [Assam| scarcely if
ever trodden by Europeans before.””—Dr. John Peter Wade,
Goalpara, November 16, 1792.

“Three of us among the Maharaja’s ministers, myself
with the Barpatra Gohain and the Buragohain, are all
engaged in the public service of the said Maharaja. If the
Buragohain can be chief over Assam, then why not all the
others of the Maharaja’s ministers become chiefs also ?”’—
Malbhog Bargohain, Calcutta, January 29, 1820.

“The Burmese having obtained complete mastery of
Assam, and a person of that nation having been appointed
to the supreme authority, the country may now be considered
as a Province of the Burman Empire.”—David Scott, July 11,
1822,

“We are not led into your country by the thirst of con-
quest ; but are forced, in our defence, to deprive our enemy
of the means of annoying us.”’—British Proclamation to the
Assamese, March 1824.

“I wish you, gentlemen, to bear witness to Government,
that I am no longer able to conduct the affairs of the country.”
—David Scott in his siek-bed, Cherapoonji, August 20, 1831.

I take this opportunity to acknowledge my indebtedness
to those from whom I have received encouragement and help
~ in various ways in the compilation and publication of this
book : Sir Robert Reid, Governor of Assam, 1937-42 ; Sir
Andrew Clow, Governor of Assam, 1942-47; Dr. H. N.
Randle, Librarian, Commonwealth Relations Office, London,
and the staff of the India Office Library of 1936-38 ; Sir
Edward Gait, author of A History of Assam ; Dr. D. G. E.
Hall, author of Early English Intercourse with Burma, 1587-
1743 ; Mr. G. W. Rossetti, Secretary, School of Oriental
Studies, and the School and Library staff ; Dr. Lionel D. Bar-
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nett, O.M., formerly Keeper of Oriental Books and Manu-
seripts at the British Museum, London ; Dr. C. H. Philips,
Dr. Purnendu Basu and Mr. Khurshid Muhammad Chistie,
my colleagues in the Indian History class in the School of Ori-
ental Studies, London; Dr. S. N. Sen, Director of the National
Archives of India ; The Hon’ble Shri Gopinath Bardoloi, Pre-
mier and Education Minister of Assam ; Shri Rohini Kumar
Chaudhury, formerly Education Minister of Assam ; Shri
Mahendramohan Chaudhury, Parliamentary Secretary for
Education, Assam ; Mr. S. K. Dutta, Honorary Deputy Direc-
tor of Historical and Antiquarian Studies in Assam ; Srijut
Debakanta Barua, B.A., LLB.; Srijut Padmeswar Gogoi,
M.A., Lecturer in Economics, Gauhati University ; Srijut
Maheswar Neog, M.A., Lecturer in Assamese, Gauhati Uni-
versity ; Srijut Kamala Kanta Kakati, M.A., Historical Re-
search Scholar, D.H.A.S., Assam ; Mr. Apurba Kumar Bar-
doloi ; Srijut Arun Chandra Bhuyan, M.A.; Srijut Jibeswar
Barua, Principal, Assam Art School, Gauhati ; Srijut Sasa-
dhar Rai Barua, student of Cotton College, Gauhati;
Srijut Dharmakanta Hazarika, student of the B.Com. Class,
Gauhati University ; Srijut Keshab Chandra Das of the staff
of the DH.A.S. I am specially thankful to Srijut Madhab
Chandra Baroowa of the D.H.A.S. staff for his enthusiastic
help in the publication of this book ; and to Mr. G. Srinivasa-
chari, B.A., Proprietor, G. S. Press, Madras, for his unfailing
courtesy, and the promptness with which he has executed the
work of printing.

I have now the sacred duty to gratefully record the
names of those who are no longer in the land of the living,
who gave me all possible encouragement in the study of old
records, and specially in connection with the compilation and
publication of this book : Sir Laurie Hammond, Governor of
Assam, 1927-1932 ; Sir Michael Keane, Governor of Assam,
1932-1937 ; Sir Akbar Hydari, Governor of Assam, 1947-48 ;
Prof. H. H. Dodwell, my tutor at the School of Onental
Studies, London ; Mr. C. E. A, W. Oldham, Honorary Secre-
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tary of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland ;

Lt-Col. P. R. T. Gurdon ; Nawabzada A. F. M. Abdul Alj,

Secretary to the Indian Historical Records Commission ; Pro-

fessor Sir E. Denison Ross, Director of the School of Oriental

Studies ; Mr. W. Sutton Page, Reader in Bengali in London

University ; Mr. W. T. Ottewill, Superintendent of Records,
India Office Library, London.

In conclusion, I would crave the indulgence of the reader
for the irregularities which may be noticed here and there,
as the book has been seen through the press at a time when
for reasons of health I have been precluded from exerting
myself to the extent required for bringing out a volume of
this size in a perfectly flawless manner.

Gauhati, Assam, S. K. BHUYAN
July 11, 1949.
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ANGLO-ASSAMESE RELATIONS
1771 TO 1826 "

CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Extent of Assam: The kingdom of Assam, as it was consti-
tuted during the last 140 years of Ahom rule, was bounded on the
north by a range of mountains inhabited by the Bhutanese, Akas,
Duflas and Abors; on the east, by another line of hills peopled by
the Mishmis and Singphos ; on the south, by the Garo, Khasi, Naga
and Patkai hills; and on the west, by the Manas 6r Manaha river
on the north bank, and the Habraghat Perganah on the south in
the Bengal district of Rungpore. The kingdom where it was entered
from Bengal commenced from the Assam Choky on thé north bank
of the Brahmaputra, opposite Goalpara; while on the south bank
it commenced from the Nagarbera hill at a distance of 21 miles to
the east of Goalpara. The kingdom was about 500 miles in length
with an average breadth of 60 miles! The above limits had
remained stationary since 1682 when the Moguls were for the last
time expelled from Lower Assam, and the old western boundary
of the Manas river restored. The Ahom kingdom of Assam thus
roughly corresponds to the five present districts of the Brahmaputra
Valley Division,~Kamrup, Darrang, Nowgong, Sibsagar and
Lakhimpur, and portions of the Sadiya Frontier Tract. The popu-
lation of the kingdom before the commencement of the Moamaria
revolt in 1769-1770 was estimated by Gunabhiram Barua to be
about two million and a half2 There were about 80,000 paiks
incorporated in the several official guilds or khels, both civil and
military. As there were three sets of these paiks—mul, dowal and

1. William Robinson, A Descriptive Account of Assam, 1841, pp. 2-3; John
M’Cosh, Topography of Assam, 1837, p. 1; Gunabhiram Barua, Assam Buranji,
1876, p. 1. .

2, Gunabhiram Barua, Assam Bandhu journal, Calcutta, 1885, Vol. I, No. 1,
p. 3. In 1826 the population was computed at ‘about 8 or 9 lakhs, Adam
White’s Memoir of the late David- Scott, 1832, p. 15. The Burmese are said
to have diminished the population by half during the years 1817-1825, Cam-
bridge History of India, Vol. V, p. 558. Similar reductions had occurred during
the Moamaria disturbances,
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tewal—we can compute the number of adult male effectives includ-
ing the reserves to be 240,000. During the war with Ram Singha
in 1669-1671, the infaniry and cavalry under the command of the
Ahoms were reported to have totalled about 100,0003

The ruling power in Assam: During the period of our survey,
namely, the end of the eighteenth century and the beginning of
the nineteenth, Assam was ruled by the Ahoms. They had first
conquered a portion of the eastern part of the kingdom in the
beginning of the thirteenth century, and had gradually extended
their dominions eastward and westward till they became the undis-
puted masters of the whole valley of the Brahmaputra.

The Ahoms are members of the Shan branch of the great Tai
or Thai family of the human race. This Tai family extends from
the Gulf of Siam northwards into Yunnan and thence westwards
to Assam, and it comprises several divisions, namely, the Siamese,
Laos, Shans, Tai-mow or Tai-khi (Chinese Shans), Khampti and
Ahom. The prestige associated with the name Tai or Thai, lite-
rally, of celestial origin, is seen in the Ahoms still designating them-
selves by that name though most of them have been converted to
Hinduism, and the recent attempt to rename the Siamese kingdom
as Thailand.

The first Ahom conqueror of Assam was a prince named
Sukapha who left his native Shan state of Maulung in Upper Burma
about the year 1215 as a result of some quarrel with his kinsmen.4
Having crossed the Patkai range which divides Assam from Upper
Burma, Sukapha wandered for thirteen years about the hilly
country of Patkai, after which he entered the eastern limit of the
territory which came to be known as Assam. The date of Sukapha’s
conquest has been universally accepted to be 1228 AD. In
Assamese parlance the country and tribe of Sukapha’s origin are
both known as Nara.

In the dealings with the subdued tribes who had been in pos-
session of the eastern part of the valley, Sukapha adopted a policy
of appeasement and conciliation. He and his followers had left
their womenfolk in their Shan homeland as being incapable of the

3. News-letter of the court of Emperor Aurangzeb, dated 10th Decem-
ber 1669, Akhbarat-i-darbar-i-Muala, Royal Asiatic Society Ms.,, 12-11, quoted
in Sir Jadunath Sarkar’s Assam and the Ahoms in 1660, J.B.O.R.S., 1915,
p. 189-n.

4. Maulung was somewhere in the kingdom of Mungmau or Pong, the
capital of which was Mogaung as called by the Burmese, and Munkong cr
Mongmarong or Moong-khoo-loung as called by the Shans. See Gait’s
History of Assam, p. 74; U, N. Gohain’s Assam under the Ahoms, p. 1,
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strenuous life of adventurers, and they were therefore compelled
to marry from among the women of the conquered tribes, the
Morans, the Barahis and the Chutias. Speaking of the relations
of the Ahoms with these tribes, Atan Buragohain, prime minister
of Assam from 1662 to 1679, said in one place,—“ Sukapha had
greater regard for the abilities and personal qualities of the Chutias,
Barahis and Morans whom he met at different places, than towards
his own followers. Since that time there was an admixture of
blood, and children were of mixed origin as the Ahoms had not
brought their wives when they first came from Nara, and as they
accepted wives only when they came here.” %

Another historian, Harakanta Barua, said in the same vein,—
“King Sukapha managed to engage the Mataks [Morans] as fuel-
suppliers and orchard-keepers, while the Barahis were employed
as wood-cutters, valets, cooks, store-keepers, casket-bearers, physi-
cians and poultry-keepers. These Barahis went on saying amongst
the people,—*“Though this prince [Sukapha] and his followers
have made us so many servitors, yet we do not feel any resentment
in our hearts; on the other hand, we long for serving and attend-
ing on them, and for meeting them as frequently as possible. They
are therefore men of divine origin, and nobody is sama or equal
to them, and they can be designated as a-sama or unparalleled.” ¢
It is believed by some that the word Assam, the name of the pro-
vince, is derived from this circumstance, and that Ahom is a corrup-
tion of the word A-sam, as in the Assamese language the sibilant S
in many cases becomes an aspirate H; others hold that Assam is
so called because of the uneven character of the province composed
as it is of hills and plains.

From the thirteenth to the fifteenth centuries the Ahoms were
mainly busy in consolidating their power over the neighbouring
tribes. Sections of the Nagas and the Kacharis were brought under
Ahom domination, as well as some tribes of the Tai race who had
settled in Assam long before Sukapha’s invasion. But real expan-
sion began from the sixteenth century when the Ahom king Suhung-
mung Dihingia Raja annexed the kingdom of the Chutias centering
round their capital Sadiya. The same king drove the Kacharis
from their stronghold at Dimapur. The Bhuyan chieftains who had
been ruling in the north bank of the Brahmaputra were brought
under Ahom control and made to settle in Bardowa in Nowgong,

5. S. K. Bhuyan, Deodhai Asam Buranji, which incorporates Atan Bura-
gohain’s chronicle, p. 91.
6. S. K. Bhuyan, Assam Buranji by Harakanta Barua, pp. 12-13.
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though their complete subjugation was effected a hundred years
later.

It was during the reign of Subhungmung that a new kingdom
sprang up on the ruins of Kamata. Biswa Singha founded the
ruling dynasty of Cooch Behar about the year 1515, and for nearly
150 years the relations between Cooch Behar and Assam reacted
on each other's political life. In 1527 occurred the first Muslim
invasion of Ahom Assam, but the name of the commander cannot
be ascertained. It was followed in 1532 by the invasion of another
Muslim commander named Turbak, who was killed in the expedi-
tion, and the Ahoms pursued the fugitives as far as the Karatoya
river. Suhungmung’s rule also witnessed the Vaisnava revival in
Assam which had far-reaching effects on the social life of the people
as well as on the continuance of Ahom domination,

The history of the Ahoms of the seventeenth century was
mainly the history of the Assam-Mogul conflicts which arose out
of the ambition of the Moguls to extend their territories further
to the east, the intervention of the Ahoms in the affairs of the rival
princes of Cooch Behar, and the violation by the Ahoms of the
terms of the treaties entered by them with the Moguls. The main
theatres of contest were Darrang and Kamrup ; and Hazo, Pandu,
Saraighat, Gauhati, Kajalimukh, Singri, Bharari, Simalugarh and
Samdhara are as famous in the Persian versions of the conflicts as
in the Assamese chronicles.:

On the death of Biswa Singha about the year 1540 his son
Naranarayan succeeded to the throne of Cooch Behar. Accompanied
by his brother Chilarai as his commander-in-chief,” Naranarayan
entered into a career of conquest as a result of which the Ahoms
were compelled to acknowledge the suzerainty of Naranarayan,
though no transfer of territories nor replacement of the authority
of the Ahoms by that of Cooch Behar was involved in this submis-
sion. Chilarai died about the year 1578, and on his death the
Cooch Behar kingdom was parcelled off into two portions, the
western portion upto the river Sankosh being retained by Nara-
narayan for himself and his successors, and the eastern portion
being made over to Chilarai’s son Raghudeb. The western king-
dom was thenceforth known as Cooch Behar, and the eastern part
as Koch Hazo. In 1613, as a result of the quarrels between Liakshmi-
narayan, son of Naranarayan, and Parikshit, son of Raghudeb, the
Moguls obtained possession of Koch Hazo. Parikshit’s brother

7. For further details about the Cooch Behar rulers, see “The Dynasty
of Koch Rulers” and subsequent sections in Part III of Chapter VI, post.
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Balinarayan sought the help of the Ahom king, which was accorded.
This occasioned the invasion of the Ahom territories by the Moguls
under Abu Bakar but the invading force was completely destroyed
by the Ahoms. Balinarayan was installed by the Ahoms as tribu-
tary Raja of Darrang with the name Dharmanarayan. The Ahoms
and the Moguls were engaged in continued hostilities for more than
twenty years, 1617 to 1639, and the possession of Koch Hazo changed
hands several times. It was during the early part of this period
that an expert revenue officer of the Moguls undertook the fiscal
organisation of Koch Hazo. The province, named Koch Hazo
Vilayat, was divided into four Sarkars,—Kamrup, Dhekeri, Dakhin-
kul and Bangalbhum ; and a Sarkar was divided into a number
of perganahs. Traces of the Mogul system of revenue administra-
tion, known as the perganah system, can be seen in Kamrup even
at the present time. In 1639 a treaty was concluded according to
which Kamrup passed into the hands of the Moguls?

In 1658, the Ahom king Jayadhwaj Singha took advantage of
the commotions in Mogul India caused by the War of Succession.
He recovered Koch Hazo and carried his inroads upto the neigh-
bourhood of Dacca. The Moguls under Nawab Mir Jumla invaded
Assam in 1662 and marched as far as its capital Gargaon. A treaty
was enacted in January 1663 according to which Jayadhwaj Singha
transferred Kamrup to the possession of the Moguls and promised
to pay a heavy war-indemnity. Jayadhwaj Singha’s successor
Chakradhwaj Singha wrested back Kamrup from the Moguls in
1667, and the Ahoms, remained in undisturbed possession of their
territories till 1679 when Laluk Barphukan the Ahom viceroy of
Gauhati, entered into a collusion with Sultan Azamtara, the Subedar
of Bengal, and made over Gauhati to the Sultan’s deputy Nawab
Mansur Khan, In July 1682 during the reign of King Gadadhar
Singha, the Ahoms expelled Mansur Khan from Gauhati and
re-established their possession over the territories extending up to
the river Manas which remained the western limit till 1826.

King Gadadhar Singha, who had ascended the throne in July
1681, was virtually the first prince of the Tungkhungia dynasty.
His son King Rudra Singha was a man of great ability and ambi-
tion. Having brought the neighbouring territories under his domi-
nation he turned his attention towards organising a confederacy
-of the Rajas of Hindusthan with a view to oust the Moguls from
their sovereign power. Messengers were sent by Rudra Singha to
several Rajas and Zemindars who sent him promises of support.
An army of 400,000 was mobilised at Gauhati, and Rudra Singha

8. S. K. Bhuyan, Kamrupar Buranji, pp. 27, 51.
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planned to march into Mogul territories in November 1714, but
when preparations were on foot the king suddenly died at Gauhati
in September 1714.

After King Rudra Singha’s death his four sons sat on the
Ahom throne one after the other,~—Siva Singha, Pramatta Singha,
Rajeswar Singha, and Lakshmi Singha. The last named monarch
was succeeded by his son Gaurinath Singha and the latter by Kama-
leswar Singha. During the reign of Siva Singha, Pramatta Singha
and Rajeswar Singha, 1714 to 1769, there was peace and order in
the land, and the monarchs found time to pay their attention to the
patronage of literature and art ; but from 1769 onwards the country
was disrupted by civil dissensions, and the governmeni had ulti-
mately to seek foreign aid for the suppression of local disturbances.

Kamaleswar was succeeded in 1811 by his brother Chandra-
kanta Singha. Since 1783 the real authority of administration was
wielded by the prime minister Purnananda Buragohain. The
emergency measures which he employed for counteracting the
grave situation of the country made him unpopular among the
nobles, and several conspiracies were launched to murder Purna-
nanda. The Burmese invaded the country in 1817 at the instance
of Badanchandra Barphukan, the viceroy of Gauhati, but Purna-
nanda died before the invaders entered the capital. Chandrakanta
continued to rule till 1818 when he was replaced by Purandar
Singha, a descendant of Rajeswar Singha. Chandrakanta regained
his throne in 1821 through Burmese intervention, but being unable
to tolerate the atrocities committed by the Burmese, he entered
into hostilities with the invaders, and on his defeat in June 1822
he fled to Bengal, leaving the Burmese to the complete domination
of Assam. But in 1824 the British entered Assam and expelled
the, Burmese from their commanding position up the river Brah-
maputra. By the Treaty of Yandaboo enacted in February 1826,
Assam passed into the hands of the FEast India Company. Puran-
dar Singha was installed in 1833 as tributary ruler of Upper
Assam, but as he failed to pay the stipulated tribute his country
was resumed by the Company in 1838.

The Ahoms thus ruled in Assam for a little less than six
hundred years. Lord William Bentinck, Governor-General of
India from 1828 to 1832, referred to the long continuance of Ahom
rule in Assam as “ almost without example in history.” ? It should"

9. W. H. Macnaughten, Secretary to Governor-General, to G. Swinton,
July 18; and David Scott to Swinton, Aug. 4, Beng. Pol. Cons., Sept. 2, 1831,
Nos. 2 and 3. :
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be pointed out that the Ahoms were one of the few races in India
who could stem the tide of Mogul conquest. It was only for ten
months during 1662-63 that Mir Jumla remained in possession of
the Ahom capital; and Kamrup since its first annexation to the
Ahom kingdom in 1615, was possessed by the Moguls for.a total
period of twenty-six years only, once from 1639 to 1658, and again
from 1663 to 1667, and from 1679 to 1682,

The factor which enabled the Ahoms to consolidate their power
in Assam and to maintain it for such a long period were mainly
their militaristic cult, their highly developed political sense, and
their religious toleration, detachment and neutrality. Political and
military achievements were considered as the Shly path to fortune
and to fame. The Ahoms were past masters in strategy and state-
craft, and they were endowed with a keen sense of values in politi-
cal matters. The first Ahom conqueror Sukapha was accompanied
by a handful of followers, but he and his successors strengthened
themselves by admitting into the Ahom fold members of the old
martial races of Assam. Records were, however, maintained to
show the distinction between the descendants of the original con-
querors and of the newly affiliated Ahoms. For several centuries
the Ahoms remained aloof from the Hindu influences of their sur-
roundings. They followed their old rites and ceremonials, and
maintained to some extent their intercourse with their original
homeland in Upper Burma.

The political instincts of the Ahoms actuated them to record
the chief events of the reigns of sovereigns in officially compiled
chronicles or Buranjis. This system, which has conferred upon
the Assamese the unique distinction of possessing historical master-
pieces in prose, can be traced to Sukapha’s command that “the
Pandits should write down all particulars, whenever an incident
takes place, when a person dies and when we acquire new fol-
lowers.”® The Buranjis served as a record of precedents, and
also as an inducement to perform great deeds and desist from per-
forming evil ones.

The Ahom system of administration: Lord William Bentinck
inferred from the long domination of the Ahoms in Assam that
there must have been something intrinsically good in the original
constitution. The principle which governed the administrative
system of the Ahoms was the right of joint conquest according to
which the enjoyment of the soil was vested in the leader Sukapha
and his commanders and camp-followers who had helped him to

10. S. K. Bhuyan, Deodhai Asam Buranji, p. 90.
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establish Ahom domination in Assam. Sukapha’s descendants
enjoyed a hereditary title to the throne, and those of his compa-
nions to the principal offices of the state. Only the descendants
of Sukaphas’ Buragohain and Bargohain could be appointed to
these respective posts ; and the Barbarua and the Barphukan must
always be selected from among the members of the Lahan, Duara,
Dihingia and Sandikoi families on the ground that their ancestors
had been the compatriots of Sukapha in the conquest of Assam.
Any appointment from outside these families was viewed with
disfavour by the ancient aristocracy of the land as it meant a decided
infringement of their vested interests. During Mir Jumla’s inva-
sion of Assam in 1662, the Ahom commanders in charge of the
garrisons at Gauhati and Kamrup relaxed their resistance to the
invaders as a protest against the appointment of a Kayastha—
Manthir Bharali Barua of the Bezdoloi family—over their head as
Sirdar of the army with the rank of Parvatia Phukan. In Lakshmi
" Singha’s reign the Ahom nobles were seriously offended at the
growing power of a non-Ahom—Kekeru Kalita Choladhara Phukan
—though the monarch was personally in favour of allowing the
Kalita to continue in power in view of the services he had rendered
in the deliverance of the king from imprisonment at the hands of
the Moran rebels. Captain Thomas Welsh who had stayed in
Assam from 1792 to 1794 and had closely studied its affairs con-
sidered the confirment of the office of Barbarua on Rupchandra,
on his son Kirtichandra and on the latter’s grandson Jainath, as
one of the sources of the prevailing discontent and disaffection, as
Rupchandra did not belong to either of the families from which
a Barbarua could be selected.!

The main trend of Ahom political ideology is embodied in the
advice'given to Khunlung and Khunlai at the time of their depar-
ture to rule over this earth,—“Just as a man loses his wife if he
quarrels with his father-in-law and brothers-in-law, and just as a
mother-bird guards her nestlings with her wings and protects them
from rain and storm, and rears them up by feeding them herself,
so you two brothers should protect your subjects and desist from
quarrelling with ~ your friends and supporters.” 12 However
engrossed they might be in the realities of political domination
and government, the Ahoms cherished a noble conception of the
ideal state or Utopia in which all men were happy and there was
no distinction of brothers and strangers. The prime minister Atan

11. Capt. Welsh to Sir John Shore, Beng. Pol. Cons., Feb. 17, 1794, No. 20.
12. S. K. Bhuyan, Deodhai Asam Buranji, pp. 1-2,
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Buragohain Rajmantri Dangaria said in one place about the Satya-
yuga or the Golden Age—“Love was the order of the time. Men
used to take food in the same dish like sons of the same mother ;
and nobody entertained any jealousy or hatred towards any other
person.” The same Buragohain wrote about the reign of a des-
cendant of Khunlung—* During his rule the sufferings of the
people came to an end, and they became happy as wbe,fore. He
governed his subjects as his own sons. There was no taxation in
his time. He lived in the ways of righteousness according due
punishment to every guilt, and rewards and honour to virtue and
merit.” 13

The Ahom government was monarchical and aristocratical.
The king, or Swargadeo or Swarga-Maharaja as he was called, was
the supreme head of the state ; and all honours, titles, offices, deci-
sions and war measures emanated from him; but he had to act
according to the advice of the three hereditary councillors of state,
the Buragohain, the Bargohain and the Barpatra Gohain. The duty
of selecting a king from among the qualified members of the exist-
ing princely families devolved upon these three nobles, and if united
they could depose a monarch. A powerful sovereign could over-
ride the decisions of the three Gohains, and an astute Gohain could
impose his will upon his colleagues, and upon the large body of
Phukans and Baruas, and upon the king himself. The Barbarua
was the head of the executive and the judiciary, but he could not
act independently of the three Gohains; any matter placed before
the monarch by the Barbarua would be considered in the presence
of the Gohains, and if it was one of great moment the Phukans
and Baruas would also be summoned to give their opinion.

The Barphukan lived at Gauhati as the king’s deputy, and
administered the territory from Kaliabar to the western frontier
of Assam. He conducted the political relations with Bengal and
Bhutan and the chieftains on the Assam passes. The Choladhara
Phukan, or the master of the regalia, was in charge of foreign
affairs, both political and commercial. The states of Jayantia,
Cachar, Khyrim and Manipur were in friendly alliance with the
Ahom government though some degree of subordination was
accepted by the first two as a result of definite agreements. The
province of Darrang enjoyed complete autonomy in its internal
administration, as well as the other vassal states, Rani, Beltola,
Luki, Barduar, Bholagaon, Mairapur, Pantan, Bangoon, Bagaduar,

13. S. K. Bhuyan, Atan Buragohain’s Buranji, in Deodhai Asam Buranji,
pp. 88-89. ‘
A 2
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Dimarua, Neli, Gobha, Sahari, Dandua, Barepujia, Topakuchia,
Khaigharia, Panbari, Sora, Mayang, Dhing, Tetelia, Salmara, Gara-
khia, Baghargaon and Bhurbandha. Each state was ruled by
a vassal chief who was bound to furnish a stipulated number of
paiks to work on the king’s account, or pay the commutation money
if exemption from personal service was granted. In case of war
the vassal Raja was expected to take the field at the head of his
contingent of paiks by the side of his liegelord. The frontiers of
the kingdom were protected from the inroads of the hill people by
several wardens, the Sadiya-khowa Gohain, the Marangi-khowa
Gohain, the Solal Gohain, the Jagialia Gohain and the Kajalimukhia
Gohain, and they were always selected from the families of the
three Gohains at the metropolis, The frontier tribesmen were
allowed regular blackmail either in the shape of money or articles
or servitors.

The adult population of Assam was divided into khels having
to render specific service to the state, such as arrow-making, boat-
building, boat-plying, house-building, provision-supplying, fighting,
writing, revenue collecting, road-building, catching and training of
elephants, superintendence of horses, training of hawks, and super-
vision of forests. Sometimes khels were composed on a territorial
basis, e.g., the Dimaruguria khel consisted of the men of Dimaru-
guri. Each khel was like a guild 1o which lands were allotted for
cultivation by the constituent members, free of rent in return for
the service they rendered to the state. The strength of a khel
varied from 3000 to 100. Each khel was placed in charge of a
Phukan if it was an important one, and of a Rajkhowa or a Barua
if it was of less importance. A Phukan commanded 6,000 men,
and a Rajkhowa or Barua was in charge of two to three thousand
men: A Barua was generally a departmental or administrative
head or deputy; whereas a Rajkhowa was ordinarily a governor
of a territory and head of the levies raised from his jurisdiction.
Hence, in an expeditionary force there was a preponderance of
Rajkhowas over Baruas, as the former, like feudal lords, joined the
war with their respective contingents who had been in the habit
of knowing him and receiving commands from him in the regular
course of adminisiation. The Rajkhowas also administered justice
in their allotted districts. In the correspondence of the East India
Company the head of a khel was sometimes designated as a Kheldar.
He was assisted by a gradation of officers, Hazarikas or commanders
of 1000, Saikias or commanders of 100, and Baras or commanders
of 20 men. An adult male whose name was registered for state
service was called a paik, and four paiks constituted a unit called
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a got. One man in a got had to serve the state for three months
in a year at the end of which his place was taken by a second
man from the same got, and so forth. The remaining three paiks
looked after the cultivation and other domestic concerns of their
absent comrade. In cases of emergency two men, and even three
men, were recruited for state service from each got, or the got
maximum was reduced from four to three paiks.” The levy of
one man from each got was called the mul, of two the dowal, and
of three the tewal. The standing army at the capital was a very
poor one; in 1809 it consisted of 300 up-country sepoys and 800
native troops. In case of war or other public occasions the officers
in charge of the various khels mobilised their respective quotas of
paiks. A paik could sometimes obtain exemption from personal
service by payment of money, a privilege which was invariably
enjoyed by all chamuas or the higher rank of subjects. On account
of the marked similarity between the Ahom khel system and the
Mogul mansabdari system, it is likely for the Ahoms to have
obtained the cue from the Moguls whom they had known from their
frequent political contacts. According 1o the mansabdari system,
ranks were decided by the numher of soldiers commanded by an
officer, both infantry and cavalry ; there were also mansabs below
1,000. There is some similarity also in the gradation of the insignias.
The Ahom khel system was organised by Momai-tamuli Barbarua
in 1609 under the direction of the reigning monarch Swargadeo
Pratap Singha.14

The main sources of revenue were the commutation money
realised from men who were exempted from personal service, rent
paid by paiks when they cultivated lands in excess of those allotted
to them free of charge, house-tax for houses and gardens, hearth-
tax and hoe-tax, royalties on elephants and timbers, and rent paid
by farmers of mines and frontier traders. The Muslim chronicler
who accompanied Mir Jumla to Assam computed that if Assam
were administered like the Mogul dominions it was very likely
that forty or forty-five lakhs of rupees would be collected from
the revenue paid by the ryots, and from the price of elephants
caught in the jungles and other sources. He further calculated
that the value of the gold washed from the sands of the Brahma-
putra would come to rupees 80,000 to 108,000. The currency of
Assam consisted of gold and silver coins and conch shells or cowries.
Copper coins were not current in Assam.1®

'14. Ms. Assam Buranji, No. 8.
15. Sir Jadunath Sarkar, J.B.O.R.S, 1915, p. 187.
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Succession to the throne was systematic in the beginning,
being based on the law of primogeniture, with occasional deviations
in favour of a brother or a nephew. Later on a powerful Gohain
or a Barbarua could manoceuvre the support of his colleagues in
placing on the throne any prince from the collateral branches.
Normally, succession was determined during the life-time of a
reigning sovereign and was announced immediately on his death.
When succession was not previously fixed, the announcement of a
monarch’s death was postponed till a new king was selected.
Succession to the throne was solemnised by the Gohains and the
principal officers offering their prostration to the new sovereign;
but the coronation, known as the Singhari-ghar-utha ceremony,
which entailed elaborate and expensive arrangements, was per-
formed a few months later. As any prince of blood royal could
claim succession to the throne it was a custom to disqualify all
possible rivals by mutilation. It was not unusual for a prince who
had no deformity in his body to enlist the support of some minister
and make a dash for the throne, or for a powerful potentate to
harbour a prince and set him up as a claimant when opportunities
offered themselves. There was thus in the country a vast body of
ambitious princes who were secretly supported by powerful nobles
and who thus provided ready-made materials for insurrection. On
one occasion the princes were removed to segregation areas in the
wilds of Namrup which being distant from the capital the sinister
influence to which the princes were exposed could not be averted;
they were then transferred to the vicinity of the capital which
exposed them to the machinations of powerfully organised disloyal
parties. In the absence of a proper solution of the problem of the
prmces the efficiency and internal harmony of the administration
were imperilled to a very great extent.

The tenets of the Ahom faith, their correspondence to the
faiths of the other Shan races, and the influences which had enter-
ed into the texture of those tenets have not yet been examined
‘owing to the practically total absence of the necessary data. But
from Pali chronicles corroborated by archaeological finds we learn
that the Thais had come under Buddhist-Hindu influences, and the
Ahoms as members of the Thai race had shared in that influence.
Yunnan, the most powerful Thai principality, was called Nan-Chao
by the Chinese, and Gandhara by the Indo-Chinese ; its capital was
known as Mithila, and a part of the kingdom as Videha-rajya.
Yunnan adopted Buddhism through the preachings of an Indian
saint named Avalokiteswara. In the ninth century A.D. it was
visited by an Indian monk from Magadha named Chandragupta.
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The Hinduised Thai kingdom of Gandhara or Yunnan flourished
till 1253 when it was overrun and conquered by the great
Mongol chief Kublai Khan, It is believed that the Thai states to
the west and south of Yunnan, and to the east of the mountain
ranges which border on Manipur and Assam had colonies of Hindus
or had settlements of Hindus in large numbers. A writer has
remarked “that the main spring of the civilisation of most of the
Thai states lay in India and not in China.” 16

Delfinite traces of Buddhist-Hindu influence can ke found in
the Ahom scriptures, the most significant of which is Phura-Tara-
Alam, known also as Phura-Alang and Min-mang Phuralung, which -
is held in high veneration by the priests even up to this day. The
book expounds the virtue of non-violence in deed and thought, in
the form of an exhortation given by the Almighty God Sikia to
Lengdan and other deities to rule the earth according to the prin-
ciple of Ahimsa. The discourse bhegins with the story of a
disciple who participates in the flesh of a fowl during his short
visit to his parental home, which involves a violation of his teacher’s
injunctions. This incident supplies an opportunity to the teacher
to dilate on the virtue of Ahimsa of which non-slaughter and non-
participation in animal flesh constitute the first step. According
to the traditions of the Ahoms, Min-mang Phuralung which has
been called the Bible of the Ahoms had been brought to Assam
by the priests who accompanied the conqueror Sukapha. Another
classic Pung-Gao-Kham, known ordinarily as the Ahom Ramayana,
contains an account of Ramachandra, called by the Ahoms Chang-
Gao-Kham 17

The wealth of old Ahom literature is unfortunately a sealed
book to us owing to the great paucity of men who can read the
manuscripts intelligently and translate them into tolerable English
or Assamese. The Ahom priests called Deodhais, Mohans and
Bailungs, conserved the original Ahom traditions, and conducted
worship at the Ahom shrines according to their own sacerdotal
code. The first Ahom king to accept Hinduism formally was
Jayadhwaj Singha though Hindu tendencies had crept into the
royal household since the days of Sudangpha Bamuni-kowanr.
From 1648 to 1681 the newly Hinduised Ahom kings were all
disciples of Vaisnava Gosains; and Sakta influence entered the

16. R. C. Majumdar, Hindu Colonies in the Far East, 1944, pp. 225-220.

17. S. K. Bhuyan, Bulletin I of the Department of Historical and Anti-
quarian Studies in Assam, 1932, pp. 20-21, 29. The Phura-lung Puthi was
translated for the D.HA.S. by the well-known Deodhai Pandit Srijut Nanda-~
nath Phukan. '
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Ahom court with the ascendency of the Tungkhungias. The Ahom
princes and nobles patronised literature and art; and numerous
Assamese classics, poems, dramas as well as treatises on useful
subjects were written or compiled under the patronage of Ahom
kings, queens and grandees.

Even after their acceptance of Hinduism the Ahoms did not
completely give up their religion and their customs, On ascending
the throne every king assumed two names, one in Assamese Hindu
form and the other in Ahom, e.g., Jayadhwaj Singha, Rudra Singha,
Gaurinath Singha and Chandrakanta were also given the Ahom
names Sutamla, Sukhrangpha, Suhitpangpha and Sudingpha res-
pectively. Coins continued to be struck in Ahom and Assamese
scripts, and land-grants on copper-plates were inscribed in both the
languages. Since the death of Rajeswar Singha the funeral cere-
monies of the Ahom monarchs were performed in accordance with
both the Brahmanical and Ahom codes.

The Muslims, and in fact all non-Ahoms, did not suffer any
disability on account of their religious faiths. Upto the year 1772
the Gohains and the Phukans were all appointed from among the
Ahoms; and the highest office to which a non-Ahom, whether he
was a Hindu or a Muslim, could look forward to was a Baruaship.
A large number of Muslims were appointed in several depart-
ments of the state, minting of coins, painting, carpentry, embroidery
work, sword-making, gun-casting and the manufacture of gun-
powder. Several learned Muslims generally known as Parsi-
parhias, or Persian readers, were attached to the Ahom court, and
their main occupation was deciphering and interpreting of Persian
documents, drafting and supervision of the Persian correspondence
of the government. Muslim religious leaders or pirs paid visits to
Assam to minister to the spiritual needs of their co-religionists.
The Ahom rulers encouraged these pirs to settle in Assam by the
grant of revenue-free lands, known as Pir-pal lands. Some of them
were known as Dewans and they exercised great influence upon
the masses. Dr. J. P. Wade, who stayed in Assam from 1792 to
1794, has referred to a Muslim, “ the gooroo-general of his persua-
sion in" Assam from about the time of Roodur Singha. He had
numerous attendants dressed in the high Mussleman dress. He
resided at or near the capital and frequented the durbar; and the
Swargadeos used to despatch him to pray at Hadjoo after the
Mussleman fashion for their prosperity. He was usually succeeded
by his nearest relations”. The same writer found ten or twelve
houses of instruction for Muslim children at Gauhati, and more
than twenty at Rangpur, the capital of Assam. The Hindus and
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the Muslims lived in perfect amity and peace, and Shihabuddin
Talish, who came to Assam with Nawab Mir Jumla, wrote,—“As
for the Musalmans who had been taken prisoner in former times
and had chosen to marry here, their descendants are exactly in the
manner of the Assamese and have nothing of Islam except the
name ; their hearts are inclined far more towards mingling with
the Assamese than towards association with Muslims.”18

Ahom social outlook : The Ahoms were liberal in their social
outlook, being dominated in their actions mainly by considerations
of practical necessity and political expediency, unaccompanied by
any desire to propagate their own view of life. The ®wumber of
Ahoms who had come with the first conqueror Sukapha was very
small, and those who came in later were restricted in number as
Shans are reluctant to leave their homes where there is plenty of
food and happiness in their own self-sufficient villages situated
amidst pastoral surroundings. With such small numbers the
Ahoms found it impossible to maintain their comparatively exten-
.sive dominions in Eastern India, peopled by heterogeneous races
and tribes, with the powerful Muslim and Koch rulers on the west
as a source of perpetual danger. The Ahoms were therefore com-
pelled to increase their community by conferring upon the new
entrants the status and privileges of the members of the ruling
race. The records of these affiliations were very carefully main-
tained and they were checked in every reign, the most exhaustive
scrutiny being carried out during the reign of Swargadeo Pratap
Singha. From these records, some leading Ahom families appear
to have been founded by patriarchs belonging to the following
non-Ahom races, tribes and communities,—Barahi, Chutia, Garo,
Koch, Kachari, Moran, Hindu Kalita, Hindu Dhoba, Miri, Mogul
and Muslim 1%

The non-Ahom families who were admitted to the Ahom fold
owed their affiliation to some heroic and meritorious act done by
the founders, or their particularly attractive manners and features,
or indications of their potential capacity. These new families were
thoroughly assimilated with the old Ahoms, and no disabilities
were attached to their holding offices of rank, and their enjoyment
of the other privileges,to which the older Ahoms were entitled.
The orthodox and the ‘blue’ section of the Ahoms were, however,

18. Sir Jadunath Sarkar, tr. of Fathiyah-i-Ibriyah in J.B.O.R.S. 1915,
p. 193; S. K. Bhuyan, Annals of the Delhi Badshahate, Introduction, pp. 1-27,
dealing with Assam’s contact with the Muslim world.

19. H. C. Goswami, Purani Asam Buranji, pp. 24-25 ; S. K. Bhuyan, Assam
Buranji, S:M., unprinted portion ; Ms. Assam Buranji, No. 14,
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annoyed if too much prominence was given to the new entrants
in the first stage of their affiliation; but their opposition became
gradually relaxed as their new nationals proved their ability,
earned some fame, and identified themselves with the ideals and
_aspirations, and successfully adopted the manners and customs of
the members of the original stock.

The seven principal Ahom clans or phoids were distinguished
under the name Sat-gharia-Ahom, literally, the Ahoms of the Seven
Houses. The first three houses were the royal family, the Bura-
gohain family, and the Bargohain family ; and about the remaining
four familigs there was always a difference of opinion. According
to one section, these four phoids were the Deodhai, Mohan, Bailung
and Siring families of priests and astrologers; while according to
others, they were the secular families Lahan, Sandikoi, Dihingia
and Duara. The Satgharia Ahom families, whatever their consti-
tution might be, were exogamous groups each family being derived
from one common ancestor. Each phoid was again divided into a
number of sub-groups, generally named after the places where
they settled after having branched off from their original families.
There were seven sub-houses of the royal family; eight of the
Buragohain family, sixteen of the Bargohain family; twelve of
the Deodhai, seven of the Mohan and eight of the Bailung family.20
The original Barpatra Gohain’s family, known as Kenduguria Bar-
patra phoid, was absorbed in the family of the king, as its founder
Kancheng was a prince of royal blood. The non-royal Barpatra
Gohain families were Kalugayan or Gargayan Patar and Moran
Patar.

In the beginning, the Ahom rulers married from the recognised
Ahom families, including those of the new entrants. Towards the
latter part of their reign they occasionally married from Hindu
families as well. The lead, as far as we know, was taken by
Sukhampha Khora Raja by marrying two Sonari Hindu girls who
became great favourites of the monarch to the chagrin and resent-
ment of their rivals, and the displeasure of the nobles. To humble
the pride of his wives who boasted of a numerous family, the king
conferred the status of a prince on a number of handsome youths,
equipping them with gold-mounted muskets and declaring them
as belonging to his own family. These ‘princes’ were given the
title Kowanr-Hiloidaris or musketeer princes. Swargadeo Siva

'20. Lt-Col. P. R. T. Gurdon, A Short Note on the Ahoms, contributed to

Hastings’s Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics; Kasmath Tamuh—Phukans
Assam Buranji Katha, 1906, pp. 120-121.
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Singha married an exceptionally beautiful and accomplished Nat
girl, Phulmati; and after her death, her sister Damayanti. They
were both elevated to sovereign ranks, when they assumed the
names Pramatheswari Devi and Ambika Devi. They both became
patronesses of art and literature. Their brother Harinath was
made a Barpatra Gohain after being formally admitted to the Ahom
fold. Their other relatives, including their mothér_ Sita, were
similarly honoured. Siva Singha’s successor Pramatta Singha also
took a number of Hindu girls to wife. About the year 1812, King
Chandrakanta married Padmavati, the daughter of a devotee
attached to Bengena-Ati Satra, in the teeth of opposition from the
prime minister Purnananda Buragohain, which contributed to the
growing estrangement between the king and the premier,?!

Ahom religious policy : The same liberal and practical outlook
also shaped the religious policy of the Ahom monarchs. In the
beginning of their rule the Ahom priests known as Deodhais acted
as political advisers, but they were gradually relegated to priestly
functions and to the divining of events. The Deodhais and other
Ahom priests were associated with all ceremonial occasions; and
sacrifices in the orthodox Ahom fashion used to be performed even
upto- the end of their rule. These sacrifices were calculated to
secure the welfare of the kings and the people, or were performed
for bringing victory to Ahom arms, or to celebrate successes in
war. The association of Ahom priests was indispensable in the coro-
nation of a monarch whom they blessed uttering old-time verses
in a musical tone reminding him of the primordial gods Phura-tara
or creator, Lengdan or Indra, Jasingpha or the god of learning,
Phai or god of fire, and Kao-Kham or god of water; and their own
royal ancestors Khunlung and Khunlai, who were attributed a
divine origin. The image of Chom-cheng which Sukapha had
brought with him from his ancestral home was the tutelary deity
of the Ahom rulers till the end of their rule, and there were regular
provisions from the state for the maintenance of the worship of
this image.22 The Ahoms looked upon Charaideo, their first capital,
as the most sacred place of their faith. It subsequently became

21. S. K. Bhuyan, An Assamese Nur Jahan, pp. 29-30 ; Assam Buranji by
Harakanta Barua, p. 85; Ms. Assam Buranji, No. 14.

.22, According to orthodox Ahom traditions Chom and Cheng were two
images. The former was with Hkun-tai who founded a kingdom in Assam;
and the latter was with the younger prince Hkun-lai who established a king-
dom among the Nara tribes (Mung-Hkwan), Rev. W. W. Cochrane’s “The
Northern Shans” in Shans at Home by Mrs, Leslie Milne, London, 1910, p. 19.

A3 ' '
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their necropolis, and there were many shrines where Ahom worship
was regularly maintained.

The Ahom kings were not bigoted adherents of their faith,
and they did not force their religion on any one, and they warmly
embraced all men into their social fold if such absorption was
calculated to add to their political strength. They did not hesitate
to punish the priests if their predictions were not properly fulfilled
or if they produced untoward results. The rulers kept their eyes
open to new influences, and yielded to them ungrudgingly if they
were found to possess any practical value.

The Hinduisation of the Ahoms was partly the result of a
number of accidental circumstances, and partly the outcome of a
deliberate policy. Hindu influence first entered the Ahom court
during the reign of King Sudangpha Bamuni-kowanr who had been
brought up in a Brahman family. The influence was more marked
in the reign of King Pratap Singha who was personally grateful to
Brahman priests for ridding him of a “ demon ” which had possessed
him during his princehood, and whose continuance was considered
by that monarch to be distressful and undignified if he had to
perform his royal duties with justice and equanimity. The first
Ahom monarch to accept Hinduism formally was Jayadhwaj Singha
who wanted to propitiate the gods by his devotion to religion and
atone for his patricide. Jayadhwaj Singha and his successors upto
~ Sulikpha Lora Raja took their initiation into Vaisnavism which
was the predominant faith in Assam at that time.

But Gadadhar Singha who succeeded Lora Raja in 1681 had
decided leanings towards Saktaism, as he considered Vaisnavism
to be too passive and mild to be suitable for a ruling class who
had to maintain their domination by the force of arms. He viewed
with disfavour the wealth, grandeur and influence of the Vaisnava
pontiffs whom he regarded as potential danger-spots capable of
diverting the loyalty of the subjects to themselves and thereby
reducing the monarchs to comparative nonentities. Gadadhar
Singha therefore inaugurated a campaign of pillaging the Vaisnava
monasteries and killing and expelling their heads. His son King
Rudra Singha became towards the end of his rule an open sup-
porter of the Sakta faith, and from his death onwards that faith
became the creed of the Ahom sovereigns and of the principal
nobles and officers.

The Ahom rulers, with probably a very few exceptions, show-
ed at the same time due respect and courtesy to the Vaisnava
monks, and made grants and endowments for the maintenance of
the Vhisnava Satras or monasteries, They also patronised the
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Ahom priests and allowed them to perform their rituals, and to
participate in the royal ceremonies as prayer-men. By adopting
the Sakta faith, by supporting the Vaisnava monks and Satras,
and by maintaining the orthodox Ahom rituals ,and ceremonies
the Ahom rulers encouraged a state or triarchy in religious matters,
leading to a considerable amount of rivalry between the three
groups. They also entertained Muslim priests to pray for their
welfare at the principal Muslim shrine at Poa-Macca hill in
Hazo.28

Many people hold the view that the adoption of Hinduism
by the Ahoms was the result of a deliberate policy. They realised
the dangers springing from their being in a hopeless minority in
a kingdom where the majority were Hindus. They thought they
would add to their strength if they became one with their subjects
by embracing the latter’s faith. The Ahoms did even give up their
own language, and adopt Assamese, the language of the ruled.
The history of the subsequent periods will demonstrate how far
this adoption of the religion and language of the subjects was
expedient and sound. It is at any rate unique in the history of
the world. The Ahoms continued to extend their adherence to
Hinduism and their patronage and support of its institutions even
though they were not admitted by the older Hindus into their social
fold, and to the unifying amenities of inter-marrying and inter-
dining, a position which sometimes perplexed the Ahoms because
they for themselves embraced their new entrants with open arms
without attaching to them any social and political disability.

The Ahoms were catholic in their social and religious outlook,
and extremely tolerant of the views of others. King Udayaditya
Singha’s infatuation of the up-country Sannyasi, Paramananda
Bairagi, and the consequent pressure put by hin upon the
Assamese Vaisnava monks to become the Sannyasi’s disciples, was
an unusual deviation from the path of toleration; but it was the
private action of the monarch, and it had not the sanction of the
government. The Ahoms themselves opposed the growing influ-
ence of Paramananda,send in the revolution that followed the king
lost his throne and his life. The Sannyasi was executed and his
corpse exposed to public ridicule. ‘Similarly Queen Pramathes-
wari’s humiliation of some Vaisnava monks by compelling them
to bow before the Durga image was an unpremeditated act of
fmpulse, The queen’s dislike of a particular order of Vaisnava

23, S. K. Bhuyan, “An Early Historian of the East India Compa{l‘y,
Dr. J. P. Wade,” in the Proceedings of the Twelfth Session of the Indian
Historical Records Commission, held at Gwalior in December 1929
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monks, namely, the Mahantas of the Thakuria denomination, was
however pronounced. Her attitude and actions can be explained
as the zeal of a neophyte and the vagaries of a woman who was
called upon to wjeld sovereign power for which she did not possess
the requisite equipment, either of birth or of training.

“The Ahom rulers considered themselves to be the guardians
of the existing usages and customs, and they thought that this
policy ensured peace and tranquillity in the kingdom; and that
connivance of innovations of a drastic kind and the encouragement
of heterodoxy in any form might lead to inter-communal discord
and the growth of revolutionary propensities which might reappear
some day in the political sphere as well. So they rigorously
suppressed every disturbance of the social and religious order at
the very moment its possibilities made their appearance.

During the invasion of Assam by the Koch general Chilarai,
the Ahoms dressed up their soldiers in the guise of Brahmans,
each wearing a sacred thread and seated on a cow, the killing of
a Brahman or of a cow being tabu to a Hindu. Chilarai, out of
respect for the Brahmans and dreading the obloquay of cow-
slaughter, desisted from attacking the Ahom army. But the social
consequences of this ruse de guerre resulted in serious confusion
in society. Most of these ‘war-Brahmans’ refused to give up
their sacred threads; they began to live the life of Brahmans to
all intents and purposes, and claimed the privileges and respect
due to that superior caste. King Pratap Singha appointed a
commission with an Ahom officer named Lekai Chetia as its head,
who went round the villages, scrutinised the claims, and separated
the spurious Brahmans from the genuine ones. The doubtful
claimants were given a special appellation to be used as a distin-
guishing mark.

The same monarch punished two hundred Brahmans by
ordering their conversion to the Kaivarta caste, now designated
as a Scheduled Caste under the Government of India Act of 1935.
These Brahmans had accepted in their society a co-caste man and
eaten with him though he had commerced with a Kaivarta woman.
The offenders had of course subjected their gallant friend to a
ceremony of purification, but it had not been regarded by the
monarch to be capable of absolving the Brahman of his original
guilt.4 :

A claim was made by five Sudra preachers that they could
offer initiation to Brahmans. Protests were lodged with King Rudra
Singha disputing this claim of the Sudra monks. In 1702, the

' 24, Ms. Assam Buranii, No. 8.
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monarch summoned a convention of Pandits and Vaisnava abbots,
where he asked the Sudra preachers concerned to produce texts
from the scriptures or cite other sources to substantiate their claim.
“The five priests”, it is recorded in an old chronicle, “failed to
refer to any puthi [manuscript, scripture], nor could they cite any
authority. They also could not utter a single word. The Brahmans
therefore became furious.” The five preachers were severely
punished by King Rudra Singha for having sponsord such a claim
which appeared to him preposterous and heterodox, and he passed
orders prohibiting Brahmans to stay in or visit Sudra monasteries.
The head of the Mayamara Satra was subsequently punished for
having allowed two Brahmans to live in his Satra.?

The contact of the Ahoms with different religious faiths
reacted on their political concepts. In the beginning their political
conduct was principally -governed by the instructions which,
according to the sacred books of the Ahoms, were given by
Jasingpha, god of learning, to Khunlung and Khunlai on the eve
of -their departure to rule upon the earth as representatives of their
grandfather Lengdan or Indra. During the later periods, the
Ahoms were imparted systematic knowledge of Hindu political
treatises,—Arthasastras and Dandanitis, through the learned
Pandits attached to the royal court and to the families of the
leading Ahom nobles. This can be illustrated by a few extracts: —

Jasingpha .said,—“ If there be a battle, inform me, and I shall
send down eight lakhs of gods who will cut down all the enemies
to pieces. ...I give you a sword ; all the people of the country will
pay you homage. You must always be alert in carrying out state
affairs. At the end of a year, you must wash and sharpen the
sword. I give you the rule of a wide country. You will never
be overcome or defeated by others....I give you Somdeo
[Chum-cheng]; you will never leave the idol.....You must be
careful not to let the idol fall to the ground. You will then be
endowed with long life. No king will disobey you.” To this
Lengdan added,—“There are innumerable number of people in
the country. The country is full of Tais and slaves. They cannot
distinguish right from wrong. They are in the habit of taking
other’s property and wives by force.....If a person commits a
‘crime, do not kill him at once without fair trial.....There are
people of various communities on the earth. It is very thickly
populated. You must rule with a firm hand.” 26

25, S. K. Bhuyan, Tungkhungia Buranji, O.UP., pp. 33-35.
26. Golapchandra Barua, Ahom Buranji, pp. 11-15,
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To this may be compared the advice of Kirtichandra Barbarua
given to the fugitive king Lakshmi Singha on November 24, 1769,
suggesting that the monarch and his trusted followers should
retire to Kaliabar with a view to collect an army to expel the
Moran insurgents who had been successful in their operations
against the royalist forces, and were at that time marching towards
the capital Rangpur : —

“The duty of a Kshattriya”, said Kirtichandra Barbarua, “is
to fight as long as there is life in his body. If victorious he enjoys
the powers and blessings of sovereignty ; if dead he goes to heaven.
If he desists from fighting he earns disgrace in the life hereafter,
while in this world he has to lead a life of subservience to others.
As he has perpetually to carry out the commands of others, he
becomes subjected to fright, humiliation and pain. He has to live
in eternal solicitation of death. This is certainly a dire distress.
When a king becomes subjected to the monarch of another country,
diplomatic measures should be adopted so that the conqueror may
return to his own kingdom. On his retirement the subdued prince
should remain in preparedness with his army; and when opportu-
nities present themselves for action he should strike promptly and
reinstate himself in his lost suzerain power.....The wicked have
never consistently maintained their vows of friendship with the
pious. The wicked have no forgiveness nor any piety: so none
of the king’s adherents will be spared by the rebels. If nothing
untoward happens to His Majesty he will at least have some mental
anxiety and displeasure ; his nobles and followers also will share
the same; it will then be impossible for the king to collect
adherents like ourselves. A person acquires a petty job by part-
ing with large sums of money and other articles; still he is reluct-
ant to give it up. If any body asserts that the Moamarias will
retire to the forest after attaining the position of a Raja-chakravarti
Your Majesty should by no means believe in such words.” 27

External relations: The external relations of the Ahom
government were concerned with the states and tribes contiguous
to their immediate frontier, and occasionally with the territories
situated at a distance from the Assam boundaries. These relations
sprang from Assam’s treatment of foreign demands for political
and commercial concessions; or their mutual wishes to establish
bonds of friendship and alliance, and to strengthen them if such

27. S. K. Bhuyan, Political Wisdom of Kirtichandra Barbam, in Assam
Sahitya-Sabha Patrika, Vol. II, Part 2, pp. 67-71. Ms. chronicle of ‘King
Lakshmi Singha’s reign.
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relations had existed before. Desire for friendship was inspired
by an overt object, or dictated by the requirements of neighbour<
liness. .

Relations with the Muslim powers in Bengal and with Cooch
Behar were systematic and continuous, and more so after Cooch
Behar came under the domination of the Moguls when they became
neighbours to Assam; while relations with the hill tribes were
casual and sporadic, as they had no territorial ambition, and their
trading activities were conducted on a minor scale, though the
commodities they brought into Assam were precious and unavail-
able in other parts of India. Besides, the hill tribes generally
respected their agreements, while the established governments of
the Moguls and the Koches flouted the agreements as expediency
demanded, if they could support such transgression by the appli-
cation of force. Contravention of treaty terms was not also an
unusual feature of the strategy of the Ahoms. They held that a
powerful enemy should be pacified and removed from the land by
the acceptance of terms however humiliating they might be, and
when opportunities permitted the treaty terms should be defied
and hostilities resumed. The Ahoms followed the political adage
that promises made under duress need not be fulfilled if such
fulfilment puts the promiser-state in a serious disadvantage.

The states with which Assam had political relations were
Mogul India including the Subah of Dacca and the Thana of
Rangamati, Cooch Behar, Cachar, Jayantia, Dimarua, Khyrim,
Bhutan, Manipur, Tripura, Nara and Munkang ; and the principal
hill tribes were the Duflas, Miris, Nagas, Khamptis, Singphos and
Mishmis. The Ahom government’s agents for conducting the
negotiations were the disciplined, well-trained, erudite and astute
body of envoys known as Katakis, who followed a highly developed
technique laid down by their government, which left enough
room for originality and inventiveness.

The basis of Assam’s foreign relations was the remembrance
of the limits of the ancient Hindu kingdom of Kamarupa, bounded
on the west by the Karatoya river, including “roughly, the
Brahmaputra Valley, Bhutan, Rangpur, and Behar”2¥ The
ultimate territorial ambition of the Ahoms was to restore the old
limits up to the Karatoya river, and they succeeded at times to
bring parts of the ancient territories under their domination or
under their political influence.

2. Gait, History of Assam, 1906, p. 10,
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The first move in this direction was taken by Suhungmung
Dihingia Raja when his forces under Chankham Ghar-Sandikoi
“washed their swords in the waters of the Karatoya river,” by
compelling the Padshah of Gaur to enter into a friendly alliance
with the Ahom monarch. The phrase ¢ washing of swords’ in the
waters of a river in a foreign territory is an euphemistic equivalent
for the extension of sovereignty to the limits of that river. Ghar-
Sandikoi, as a symbol of his conquest, constructed a temple on the
banks of the Karatoya and excavated a tank in its neighbourhoed.
But the Ahoms did not maintain a military garrison near the
Karatoya. They retracted their limits further eastward and fixed
their western boundary at the Manaha river, which remained as
such till the occupation of Assam by the Burmese in 1822, and
by the British in 1824. The selection of Manaha was dictated by
reasons of strategy. There were hills in the neighbourhood on
both banks of the Brahmaputra which were easy to fortify, and
from which commanding position the Ahoms could, with conveni-
ence, oppose the progress of an invading army from Bengal. But
when the Ahoms considered themselves powerful enough thay
aimed at restoring the old limits of the Karatoya. So the region
between the Manaha and the Karatoya was like a buffer-state,
governed by the Koches and sandwitched between Mogul India
and Assam; and it thus enabled the Ahoms to divert the first
brunt of a Mogul attack to Cooch Behar, during which they got
sufficient time to perfect their preparations for resistance. The
second rallying point of the Ahoms was Gauhati with hills on
both banks of the river; and then Samdhara, with the same
strategic advantage of hills in the neighbourhood. The Ahoms
avoided contests on plains as they had a meagre cavalry, and level
regions were not suitable for their guerilla tactics. The plains
of the Karatoya-Manaha districts were therefore abandoned by the
Ahoms in favour of the mountainous environs of Manaha.

The foundation and objective of Ahom foreign policy come
out in an exhortation given by King Pratap Singha to his Katakis,
and in a speech made by King Rudra Singha’s prime minister
when that monarch planned to invade Bengal with a view to -
restore the old limits of Assam. “During the reign of Dihingia
Raja”, said King Pratap Singha, “his army proceeded down the
Brahmaputra in a fleet of seven mar-naos [mar-nao=several boats
tied together], and Chankham Ghar-Sandikoi, son of Phraseng-
mung, marched along the banks. They washed their swords in
the Karatoya river, and constructed a small temple, and excavated
a tank on its bank as a mark of victory. They then established
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friendship with the Padshah of Gaur. They also established Biswa
Singha in the government of Cooch Behar as a friend, and he paid
his homage to Dihingia Raja with two pots of gold and silver.
Our soldiers were rewarded with suitable presents, and Ghar-
Sandikoi was given the title of Bar-Azam”. It was on this occa-
sion that the Padshah of Gaur presented to the Ahom king the
princesses Khanbibi Harmati and Darmati with three. perganahs
as dowry.?®

That the fixation of the western boundary at Manaha was a
voluntary contraction on the part of Assam is illustrated in King
Jayadhwaj Singha’s overstepping the frontier in 1658 and carry-
ing his victorious arms to the neighbourhood of Dacca3® The
reprisal came in the shape of Mir Jumla’s invasion of Assam in
1662-63. The attempt to restore the old limits of Assam was
revived by King Rudra Singha, who launched -elaborate prepara-
tions to invade Bengal. In the war council held in connection
therewith, the Barpatra Gohain said,—“The territories bordering
on the Karatiya are ours. The enemies have got possession of
them only on account of our indifference and inaction. The duty
of a king is to destroy the enemy, and to recover his lost posses-
sions with a view to preserve the ancient boundaries of his king-
dom.” He was followed by the prime minister, Kuoigayan
Buragohain, who said,—“The ancestors of our king had, by virtue
of their prowess and courage, crossed the boundaries of Rangamati,
and washed their swords in the Karatoya-Ganga. They found it
inconvenient to fix the boundaries of .Assam at the Karatoya, so
they made the river Manaha the western limit of Assam, and
established a garrison at Gauhati”3! This sentiment found ex-
pression in the death-bed injunction of King Rudra Singha deli-
vered to his five sons,—*“ Old_and young, you shall all be kings
successively. I have subdued the countries that surrounded my
dominions ; I proposed the reduction of the provinces contiguous
to the Coroteea [Karatoya] river; but my design must perish
with mey for who will be found capable to pursue my plans ? " 32

Dihingia Raja’s expedition to Gaur took place during the days
of the independent Afghan Sultans of Bengal, and the Moguls first
established their supremacy over that province in 1576. Till about
1614 the Ahoms had no quarrel with the Moguls but hostilities

29. S. K. Bhuyan, Assam Buranji, S.M,, pp. 23-29; Ms. Assam Buranji,
No. 7.
30. Charles Stewart, History of Bengal, 1910, p. 317.
31. 8. K. Bhuyan, Tunghungie. Buranji, O.U.P,, p. 38.
32. J. P, Wade, An Account of Assam, p. 136,
A4
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broke out in that year as a result of Mogul encroachments and
raids, which Assam opposed. The war continued with varying
fortunes till the year 1639 when a treaty was enacted according
to which Lower Assam, from Gauhati to Manaha, passed into the
hands of the Moguls. The Ahoms recovered this territory from
the Moguls in 1658 ; ceded it again in 1663, and recovered it in
1667. The Ahom viceroy Laluk Barphukan, without any authority
from his government, surrendered Lower Assam to the Moguls in
1679, and the Ahoms finally recovered it in 1682, and Manaha
remained the western boundary of Assam till the termination of
their rule.

‘The Ahom attitude towards the Moguls was one of watchful
friendship in normal peace times, and armed preparedness to
oppose the Moguls when it was necessary. Assam’s hostilities
with the Moguls were almost always successful, and the latter
admitted the difficulties of a war against Assam in view of the
natural disadvantages, combined with the organisation and intre-
pidity of the Assamese generals.?® The Mogul attitude towards
Assam was influenced partly by their general policy not to permit
any independent state to exist in India, and partly by their desire
to obtain an access to the forests of Assam which teemed with
elephants, and wherein could be found agar wood and other pre-
cious articles. Assam’s name for Mogul strategy was ‘ Moguli-
fandi”, which they tried to thoroughly master through Assamese
messengers and agents despatched to Mogul India, both in an
authorised and unauthorised capacity ; and also through the nume-
rous Mogul subjects who stayed on in Assam after the departure
of the expeditions to which they had been attached.

Biswa Singha’s submission to Dihingia Raja, just when he had
founded the Cooch Behar kingdom on the ruins of Kamata, was
regarded by the Ahoms as a great landmark, and as the basis of
the Assam-Koch relations of the subsequent ages, according to
which the Ahoms looked upon the Cooch Behar Raja as belonging
to the category thapita-sanchita, a name applied to the rulers who
were first settled by the Ahoms in the government of a particular
state. This claim was repudiated by Biswa Singha’s two sons,
Naranarayan and Chilarai. They tried to bring under their sway
practically all the states forming part of ancient Kamarupa, during
the course of which they vanquished the Ahom king and compelled.
him to sue for peace. They also subjugated Cachar, Manipur,

33. S. K. Bhuyan, Lachit Barphukan and His Times, for a sustained
treatment of the subject, pp. 152-158,
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Jayantia, Tripura, Khyrim, Dimarua, and Sylhet, after which they
marched towards Gaur where however they could not obtain
any success. The rivalries between the sons of Naranarayan
and Chilarai brought the Ahoms into the arena of Cooch Behar
politics. The kingdom, as has been stated before, was split up into
two portions; the western portion was known as Cooch Behar,
and it continued to be governed by Naranarayan’s descendants;
and the eastern portion, known as Koch Hazo, fell to the lot of
Raghudeb’s sons and grandsons. The mastery of Koch Hazo
changed hands between the Moguls and the Ahoms; but Koch
princes ruled in Darrang and Beltola as vassal chiefs. The Rajas
of Darrang however considered Kamrup or Lower Assam to be
their natural heritage of which, they thought, they had been
unjustly deprived by the Ahoms. This contention took the shape
of a positive demand during the decadence of Ahom rule, specially
under Krishnanarayan, a prince of Darrang; and the Ahom
monarch Gaurinath Singha had to solicit the intervention of the
East India Company for the suppression of that prince’s open
rebellion.

Cachar was another territory of the thapita-sanchita order, as
after a brief interregnum, its ruler Nirbhayanarayan, had been
placed on the throne by Dihingia Raja who also gave the Kachari
Raja the paraphernalia of a ruler. Frictions between Cachar and
Assam were of frequent occurrence, and at times the Cachar Raja
assumed full independence and defied the authority of the Ahoms.
King Rudra Singha re-subjugated Cachar, and its Raja was allowed
a semi-independent status.3¢

Jayantia always proved to be recalcitrant, and it had to be
frequently subdued. It raised its head whenever opportunities
permitted till it was finally subjugated by King Rudra Singha.
Jayantia's professions of friendship were not serious, though it
declared times without number that “ Jayantia and Gargaon are
not separate and divisible”. The refractoriness of Jayantia and
the submissiveness of Cachar come out very well in a speech of
King Pramatta Singha’s prime minister in connection with that
monarch’s coronation ceremony held in 1745 —*The two princi-
palities of Jayantia and Cachar have been recognised and protected
by the Heavenly King since the days of his ancestors. The father
[Rudra Singha] of Your Majesty, in order to punish their untoward
attitude invaded their territories and brought down their chiefs
together with their ministers and potentates. Cachar has abided

34. S. K. Bhuyan, Kachari Buranji, 1936, pp. 68-113.
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by the terms settled with its ruler at that time, but Jayantia has
failed to carry out the terms of the agreement. So its ruler has
been imprisoned for fourteen years. Cachar should be .invited to
send its representative to witness the festivities of the coronation,
but it is not proper that this privilege should be conferred upon
Jayantia. If the consul for Jayantia be shown round the amuse-
ments now going on in full swing, then there was no necessity of
imprisoning its ruler for fourteen years.”33

The bone of contention between Assam and Jayantia was the
intervening state of Dimarua which the latter claimed to be under
its vassalage, though Assam repudiated this claim. About the
year 1665, Jayantia promised to send a contingent to help Assam in
its conflicts with the Moguls, but it siggested that the force must be
taken to Assam by the route through Dimarua. The Ahoms however
followed the route most suited to them. The Ahom claims on
Dimarua were based on their occupation of that state after defeat-
ing the Moguls under Abu Bakar about the year 1615, and again
by defeating Sayed Firoz Khan, Fauzadar of Gauhati, in 1667. The
Ahom premier Atan Buragohain wrote to the Jayantia Raja in 1675,
—“About your claim on Dimarua,—we have got possession of
Darrang, Beltola and Dimarua, after having vanquished Sayed
Babakar [Abu Bakar] and his twenty-two Omraos. Very recently
we have obtained mastery over Dimarua after defeating Sayed
Phiroz Nawab and other Omraos.” 3%

The states bordering on Assam offered the stipulated aid to
King Rudra Singha in his plan to invade Bengal. Jayantia, Cachar,
Darrang, Naduar, Rani, Topakuchi, and Dimarua furnished in all
forty thousand soldiers.®7

The Ahom policy towards conquered temtones and vassal
states was the same as adopted by Hindu rulers in ancient times.
The subdued princes were allowed to retain their autonomous
powers in the administration of their respective dominions. They
had to pay some tribute, in cash or in kind, or in both, and furnish
allotted quotas of men and provisions when asked to do so by their
paramount sovereign. They had besides to attend the ceremonial
functions of their liegelords like coronations and vigtory celebra-
tions. This custom can be illustrated by the message sent by King
Rudra Singha to the Nawabs and princes of Bengal—“We for-
merly possessed the provinces on this side of the Corotea [Kara-

35. S. K. Bhuyan, Tungkhungia Buranji, O.U.P.,, p. 47.
36. S. K. Bhuyan, Jayantia. Buranji, p. 45.
37. J. P. Wade, An Account of Assam, p. 132,
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toya] river, and we are now desirous to resume them. Do not
prove inimical to us. If we remain friendly everything will
succeed. Be yours the countries, the government and the Revenue;
mine the name. Act in a manner to preserve peacé. Fear not our
approach.” 38

The picturesque country of Manipur exercised a great fasci-
nation upon the Assamese mind on account of its antiquity, and
specially for Babrubahan, the mythological founder of its ruling
dynasty, who figures so prominently in the epic Mahabharata, and
who is also the subject of a very popular Assamese drama per-
formed almost in all parts of Assam in a spectacular form. But
the Ahoms do not appear to have any diplomatic connection with
Manipur till about the year 1765, when its ruler Jai Singha Karta- .
Maharaj visited the court of Swargadeo Rajeswar Singha soliciting
the Ahom king’s aid to expel the Burmese who had occupied
Manipur. This request was supported by the offer of the Mani-
puri princess Kuranganayani to the Ahom monarch. A force was
sent to Manipur under the command of Harnath Senapati Phukap,
father of Badanchandra Barphukan, with specific orders to re-
establish Jai Singha on his lost throne. But this Ahom force had
to share the fate of the British contingent sent to Manipur in 1762
‘under Mr. Verelst. It could not make any headway in its march
on account of the dense forests through which its route lay; it
had therefore to return before reaching Manipur. Kuranganayani
played a very gallant part in rescuing King Lakshmi Singha from
his confinement at the hands of the Moran rebels, and in re-esta-
blishing him on the Ahom throne, usurped for a few months by
the insurgent Moran leader Ramakanta. Some thirty years later
Jai Singha came to Assam, on the invitation of King Gaurinath
Singha, at the head of a small force, to assist in the suppression
of the Moamaria disturbances. After this there is no trace of any
diplomatic contact between Assam and Manipur. It came to lime-
light again during the invasion and occupation of Assam by the
Burmese, owing to entanglements of the rival princes Marjit,
Chaurjit, Govinda Chandra and Gambhir Singh in the affairs of
Cachar, and their conflict with the nominees set up by the Burmese
on the throne of that state.

As regards Tipperah, the Ahoms had no relations with this
country till the year 1710, when King Rudra Singha sent an
embassy to Raja Ratna Manikya soliciting his aid to a confederacy
of the Rajas and Zemindars of Bengal which the king of Assam

38. J. P. Wade, An Accouni of Assam, p. 131.
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was organising at that time to overthrow the Moguls from their
power. The absence of any relations with Assam was pointed out
by the Tipperah Raja when he received the Assamese deputation.
Having heard of the position and power of the Ahom monarch
from an intermediary named Anandiram Medhi, Ratna Manikya
became anxious to establish friendly relations with Assam, but he
said,—"“ Our men have never visited that country, and what will
be the best method of sending my men now ?” The last embassy
left Assam in April 1714, but before the terms of friendship could
be ﬁrmly and finally settled King Rudra Singha died at Gauhati,
and Tripura itself suffered from serious palace intrigues and poli-
tical convulsions.3?

The relations with the Khasi state of Khyrim were mostly of
a commercial nature, and they. came to prominence in the reign of
King Rudra Singha, when one Santosh Bangal of Pandua in Sylhet
took shelter in Dimarua, the chief of which made him over to Kina
Barua, a merchant of Khyrim. Santosh became rich and pros-
perous, and Kina Barua proposed to send him to Khyrim, obviously
for the purpose of ousting the Pandua adventurer from the Assam
trade in which he had become the Barua's rival. The other Khyrim
merchants considered this incident to be an act of undue harass-
ment and interference on the part of Kina Barua, and they attended
the markets on the Assam frontier properly armed to oppose any
eventual interference in their trading activities. The trade between
Assam and Khyrim suffered considerably owing to this disquieting
state of affairs. Negotiations for improving the situation com-
menced between Barmanik, Raja of Khyrim, and the Ahom gov-
ernment, and the first Khyrim embassy met the Barphukan at
Gauhati in June 1704. This was followed by the deputation of an
Assamgese embassy to Khyrim two months later with assurances
of Assam’s friendly attitude towards the Khasi state. Another
embassy from Khyrim came to Gauhati in 1786, and they were
received with due honour and ceremony by the Barphukan under
the orders of Swargadeo Gaurinath Singha. The Khasi embassy,
led by Manurai and a Kharkowanr, represented the Khyrim Raja’s
solicitude for the protection of the Ahom government.40

The Katakis or ambassadors who represented the affairs of
Assam in foreign courts were highly intelligent and educated per-
sons, as upon their powers of advocacy and exposition depended
the .settlement of grave issues. The messages which they carried

39. S. K. Bhuyan, Tripura Buranji, D.H.A.S., 1938.
40. S. K. Bhuyan, Jayantia Buranji, pp. 140-152.
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were embodied in written ‘epistles, but they had always to eluci-
date and supplement the contents of the letters by mukh-jevan or
oral explanations. According to the usages of diplomatic negotia-
tions ambassadors are immune from the consequences of the
messages they carry, but ¢ill news infects the giver’, and irritable
monarchs or nobles sometimes mishandled the Katakis for carry-
ing imperious or unpalatable tidings. The Katakis were expected
to be strictly honest, and King Pratap Singha executed several of
them for receiving gratification from Raja Dharmanarayan of
Darrang, and from the Mogul commander Raja Satrajit. The As-
samese general Lachit Barphukan punished some Katakis for
accepting such tiny presents as wooden birds and for attempting
to entice an Assamese astrologer to the Mogul camp. The diplo-
matic service of the Ahom government was placed on a proper
footing by King Pratap Singha, who replaced Ahom Katakis by
shrewd Brahmans the latter being gifted with nimble tongues and
persuasive ways of speaking, He once explained to the Katakis
the importance of their duties in the following words,—*“I am highly
pleased with the manner in which you have conducted yourselves
and asserted your views in a foreign place [court of the Mogul
commander Allah Yar Khan]. Katakis should be like shieldsmen.
Your words alone constitute your rice and cloth’; more specially
the relations between ourselves and yourselves are like gold and
borax ; the former is refined with the help of the latter. You have
been able to vindicate your cause in a foreign Durbar, and thereby
to protect the interests of your government, without paying any
heed to your own personal safety. Therefore, O Bamuni-puteks
[Katakis], have I got any one dearer to me than yourselves ? ” 41

Men versed in the affairs of Bengal, and possessing knowledge
of Hindusthani were appointed for representing Assam in the courts
of the officers of the East India Company, and the selection was
extended to the members of the leading non-Brahman families. A
knowledge of Persian was acquired by a large number of the
Assamese gentry for cultural purposes, and also for ensuring high
appointments under the government.

Relations with the hill tribes : The maintenance of peace and
tranquillity in the country and its protection from foreign attacks
constitute the common objective of every government. But the
Ahom rulers of Assam were confronted with the additional res-
ponsibility of protecting the subjects from the inroads of the tribes

41. Ms. Assam Buranji, No. 7,
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inhabiting the hills on the immediate borders, almost all of whom
were of a most rapacious nature, and anxious for opportunities of
plunder which might be offered by the slackness or imbecility of
the government. Attempts were made to adjust the mutual rela-
tions, but their strict observance could not be usualy enforced as
the tribesmen lived in inaccessible hills and forests, and the con-
duct of an expedition against them was invariably a matter of
extreme difficulty. '

The tribesmen carried on their warfare with primitive weapons
which were very effective in close-range fights, but could not be
so very useful in engagements with the Ahom army who used
matchlocks and guns; it was however in open contests that the
success of these modern weapons could be assured, and such oppor-
tunities did rarely occur as the hillmen conducted their attacks
from unsuspected woods and defiles, depending mainly upon such
guerrilla and ambuscade methods. At the same time the invading
Ahom force could hardly maintain an open line of communication,
the paths, if there were any, being mainly tracks over precipices
and slopes infested by the lurking hillmen in the neighbouring
woods. The warning given by the very astute and farsighted prime
minister Atan Buragohain in connection with the proposal to
despatch an expedition against the Duflas sums up generally
the policy of the Ahom government towards the hill tribes. King
Udayaditya Singha proposed to send a force to punish the Duflas
in the Subansiri area for having carried off a number of Assamese
subjects including women and children. The premier said,—"“ The
Dufla miscreants can be captured only if an elephant can entér into
a rat-hole.” His warning was ignored, and the expedition resulted
in heavy losses of men and provisions. In the expedition to Mani-
pur in 1765, to restore the throne to its lawful ruler Jai Singha
Karta-Maharaj “two-thirds of the men and provisions were lost,
only a third could come back.” The explanation submitted by
Harnath Senapati Phukan, the Ahom general, embodies the diffi-
culties of progress in the mountainous regions of Assam. The
Phukan submitted to the king,—* The Manipuri Raja promised to
conduct us by showing the way, and so we undertook the march.
On entering the forest we could not trace the way by any means.
Besides, many of our soldiers died of blood dysentery, and our :
food-provisions also failed. There were no provision-suppliers,
and the Nagas did not allow us passage; they used to roll down
stones from hill-tops and kill our men by that method. We pro-
ceeded one month’s journey by clearing the jungle, but could not
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find any clue whatsoever. So, I, His Majesty’s slave, have been
made liable to blame ”42

The whole brunt of tribal ferocity fell upon the inhabitants
of the tracts lying between the foot of the hills and the extremities
of the plains. This belt of land was very fertile, and produced
abundance of rice, cotton and other staples valued by the neigh-
bouring hillmen. It was intersected by a number of Duars or
passes through which the hill people maintained their contact with
the plains. The ownership of this belt was claimed by the Ahom
government, but it could enforce its claim only when it was strong
enough to expel the tribal intruders. But, when the government
was weak the hillmen swept down the plains on marauding
excursions, and carried off property and men from the Duars;
and they did not even hesitate to claim ownership over this zone.
Most of the tribesmen were deficit in labourers and certain neces-
saries of life; and the Duar people were forced into compulsory
servitude in the hills, and their crops, cattle and other property
were constantly at the mercy of the needy and rapacious hillmen.
The Ahom government was compelled to be ever-vigilant, and its
weakness was reflected in the increased transgressions of the
stipulated limits.

The reforming zeal of the Vaisnava preachers extended only
to the inhabitants of the Duars, and did not reach the hill tribes
in the hinterland, with the result that the latter remained un-
humanised, and consequently unamenable to rules of docile citizen-
ship. The isolation of the hillmen from the formative influences
of the religions of the plains accounts for the continuance of the
border tribes in their own code of life brought to being by their
environments and the influence of their primitive instincts. Whereas
life in the plains is rapidly changing these hillmen are living as they
used to do many thousand years ago. The existenee of these tribes
on the borders imparts a unique distincticn to the province of Assam,
in their representing different grades of civilisation, different origins,
customs and languages, but they add considerably to the worries
of the administrators. Only a strong government in the plains can
keep these tribesmen within their proper bounds, by preventing
their incursions undertaken partly to gratify their marauding pro-
pensities, and partly to acquire the goods which their hills do
scarcely produce. ‘

The policy of the Ahom rulers towards these tribes was one
of conciliation, backed by the display of force when it could be

42, S. K. Bhuyan, Tungkhungia Buranji, O.U.P., pp. 59-60,
A S
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employed effectively. Complete subjugation of any of the tribes,
and annexation of their territories to the Ahom kingdom was never
envisaged by the rulers, for such attempts would make the tribes
recede further and further into the backwoods, and the conquerors
would find themselves masters of unpeopled hills and forests. The
Ahom policy stated in plain words would come to something like
this: “ Conciliate these tribes by promising to furnish them their
necessaries as far as possible. If they indulge in wanton pillages,
pursue and capture the miscreants, but never overstep the limits.”
Violation of this policy by any frontier commander in an excess of
enthusiasm was invariably followed by regrettable consequences.
The policy of the Ahoms was essentially the same as the policy of
their British successors, as embodied in the ever-reiterated com-
mand to frontier officers and commandants; “ Conciliate these
savages if you can. Be persistent in demanding surrender of
murderers, but endeavour so to approach the tribes, that a basis
may be opened for friendly intercourse in the future ”.43

Of the tribes on the Assam frontier the Bhutanese alone posses-
sed a systematic government. Bhutan appeared at times to be sub-
ordinate to Tibet and indirectly to China through the pontifical
hegemony of the Lamas. The Bhutanese kept up their intercourse
with the plains through the usual Duars, of which there were eleven
in Bengal and seven in Assam. There were two Duars in Darrang,
—Buriguma and Killing ; and five in Kamrup,—~Gharkola, Baksa,
Chapaguri, Chapakhamar and Bijni. These Duars were normally
the property of the Assam government, but the Deva-Dharma Rajas
of Bhutan took possession of them in the eighteenth century, and
the feeble Ahom rulers_of the time were hardly able to vindicate
their claim. Complaints of oppressions and encroachments ema-
nated from both governments, and when the British occupied Assam
in 1826 they found the Bhutan Duars to comprise “the most fruit-
ful elements of future discord ”.44

The government of the Ahoms had been compelled by circum-
stances to make over the Darrang and Kamrup Duars to Bhutan
in consideration of an annual tribute, consisting of yak tails, ponies,
musk, gold-dust, blankets and daggers, the total value of which
was estimated at Rs. 4785-1. The tax-collectors of the two govern-
ments harassed the poor peasants of the intervening territory for.
the staples of Bhutan whose price was differently estimated to suit

43. Mackenzie, North-East Frontier, p. 369.
'44. R. B. Pemberton, Report on Bootan, 1839, p. 52
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the extortionate agents, These oppressions led to endless disputes
between the frontier officers of the two states.

East of Darrang there is another Duar, known as Kariapar
Duar, which was independent of the Bhutanese government of
Punakha. The Bhutias of Kariapar, known generally as Mombas,
are governed by a council of chiefs designated as Sat Rajas, not
always necessarily seven, who owed allegiance to Towang Raja, a
tributary of Lhassa. All the Assam trade with Tibet passed through
this Kariapar Duar at a place called Chouna, two months’ journey
from Lhassa; and in the first decade of the nineteenth century it
amounted in value to about two lakhs of rupees per year. The
Assam merchants used to be stationed with their commodities at
Geegunsheer, distant four miles from Chouna. The articles offered
for sale by the Lhassa merchants consisted of rock salt, woollens,
gold dust, horses, chowries, Chinese silks etc. The Assam merchants
carried the following goods,—rice, Tussa cloth or coarse silk woven
by Assamese women ; iron and lac; skins; buffalo horns; pearls
and corals, etc. About the year 1820 the Lhassa merchants brought
with them 70,000 rupees to buy Assam staples.4s

To the east of Kariapar Duar there are two other Duars, known
as Char Duar and Na Duar, which were protected from the inde-
pendent tribes of Bhutias and Duflas by the grant of concessions
in the shape of blackmail. ,

During the Moamaria and Burmese disturbances the Bhutanese
carried off to their hills a large number of Assamese subjects for
employment as slaves; and Captain R. B. Pemberton during his
visit to Bhutan in 1838 received numerous applications from
Assamese captives to effect their release and restoration to their
own country.#6 During the period of anarchy and confusion many
Assamese subjects had taken shelter in the Bhutan Duars. The
Duars also offered an asylum to Assam princes and potentates who
rebelled against the government or who wanted a safe retreat to
mature their plans of revenge. Robbers and freebooters from
Bengal also used the Duars as their rendezvous from where they
could march to the Assamese villages on plundering excursions.

The first formal embassy from Assam was despatched to
Bhutan by Pratapballabh Barphukan in 1802, to adjust the mutual
relations which had become strained on account of the shelter
given to some Assamese nobles and princes by the Raja of Bhutan.
The deputation was composed of Pankaj Chaudhury, a Brahman

45. Mackenzie, North-East Frontier, p. 15.
46. Pemberton, Report on Bootan, p. 151.
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of Pubpar Perganah ; and Athir Bara and Kapchiga Lekharu, both
of Kharangi. The Assamese envoys returned in the company of
thirty-six Bhutanese, headed by two Jingkaps or messengers, Jiva
and Dindu, who brought two epistles from the Deva-Dharma
Rajas of Bhutan, one written in Persian and the other in Bengali.
The presents included a silver box, a gilded saddle, two bales of
blankets, two ponies, and four bullocks of Bhutanese breed.
Similar presents were also brought by the Bhutanese chiefs, known
as Jadungs, who accompanied the embassy. The Bhutanese envoys
complained to the Ahom monarch of the oppression committed
near the borders by the officers of Kamrup,—the Bujar-baruas,
Barkaiths and Chaudhuris. They averred that the Bhutanese
government had regularly delivered the stipulated articles, namely,
musks, cow-tails, gold, ponies, blankets, and chep-chongs or daggers,
at the passes fixed by the two states. The envoys also communicat-
ed the following message of the Deva-Dharma Rajas of Bhutan;
“There had existed cordial and indissoluble friendship between the
previous Swarga-Maharajas [of Assam] and the ancient Deva-
Dharma Rajas [of Bhutan], on the strength of verbal messages and
communications, though unlinked by any physical sight. There
had however been no exchange of embassies and epistles. Now,
as commanded by the Swarga-Maharaja, the Barphukan Barnabab
of Barpani [Brahmaputra, i.e.,, Lower Assam] had despatched
envoys and letters making enquiries about our prosperity and wel-
fare. From this, the Deva-Dharma Rajas have been convinced of
the presence of inseparable ties of friendship [between the two
kingdoms]. They have been exceedingly happy at the fulfilment
of their heart’s desire caused by the pleasure arising from personal
sight. We Jingkaps have in consequence been sent by the Deva-
Dharma Rajas to enquire about the peace and happiness of the
Swargi-Maharaja. Our Rajas have also sent with us letters and
presents .47

The task of protecting the Assam subjects from the inroads of
the Bhutias devolved mainly upon the vassal Raja of Darrang. In
1805, the newly appointed Darrang Raja, Samudra Narayan, was
instructed to “ push back the Bhutias to their original limits ”, as
reports had been received of “the Bhutias’ occupation of some
portion of His Majesty’s dominions by transgressing the old boun-
daries " 48

47. S. K Bhuyan, Jayantic Buranji, p. 156; Tungkhungia Buranji,
O.UP, p. 154.
- 48, S. K. Bhuyan, Tungkhungia Buranji, O.UP, p. 187.
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The Akas, who call themselves Hrusso, live in the hills to the
east of the Bharari river in Darrang District. They are divided
into two clans,—the Hazari-khowas, or eaters of a thousand hearths,
and Kapah-chors, or thieves who lurk amidst the cotton plants.
The Akas, limited to only 260 families or so, are extremely fierce
and primitive. To prevent their oppressions the Ahom government
assigned to the Hazari-khowas a number of Assamese families from
whom the hillmen could levy the stipulated quantity of articles as
posa, consisting of a portion of female dress, one bundle of cotton
thread, and one napkin from each such family. The assigned families
were exempted by the Ahom government from the payment of
taxes to the extent of the amount represented by the articles of
posa. Members of these families, known as bahatias, had to serve
as labourers under the Akas when they were required to do so.
The bahatias were settled in the villages in the Aka Duars in order
to restrict the annual visits of the hillmen to a fixed locality. The
Kapah-chors were long a terror of Darrang, though they consisted
of only eighty families. Their leader, known as Tangi or Taghi
Raja, murdered the Assamese governor of Charduar, soon before
the British occupation of Assam. He subsequently became the
leader of both the clans and continued his depredations in Charduar
for many years, till his surrender to the British in 1842,

The: Duflas live in the hills situated hetween the Bharari river
on the west and the upper courses of the Somdiri on the east. The
intervening tracts in Darrang District leading to the habitats of the
Duflas are known as Nao-duar; and those in Lakhimpur District
as Chai-duar. The tribes near the Darrang Duars are known as
Paschima Duflas; and those on the border of North Lakhimpur as
Tangi Duflas. .

The predatory habits of the Duflas made them very dangerous
neighbours, and an expedition against them was always considered
to be a hazardous enterprise. The Ahoms therefore attempted to
conciliate them by assigning to them a number of paiks in the Duar
areas. They were called Dafala-bahatias, or the serfs of the Duflas,
and they formed an independent khel. They were generally cul-
prits convicted of various offences, and the land occupied by them
became gradually a penal colony peopled by convicts and their
descendants. The Dafala-bahatias were originally Assamese by
origin and custom, but they gradually adopted a Dufla way of living
imbibing the rough manners of the hillmen. Every ten houses of
Dafala-bahatias were to make over to the Duflas per year one
double cloth, one single cloth, one napkin, one dao, ten heads of
cattle, and four seers of salt. Each got of Dafalt-bahatia paiks paid
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to the Assam government only rupees three instead of the usual
demand of rupees nine, the balance being remitted in consideration
of the articles they delivered to the Duflas. The innovation of
Dafala-bahatia assignment was first made by the Ahom monarch
Gadadhar Singha, and it served the purpose of conciliating the
rapacious Duflas by placing at their disposal a number of people
upon whom they could concentrate their ferocity and greed; the
system also acted as a deterrent to the commission of crimes the
consequences of which would be forfeiture of lives to the mercy
of the unrelenting hillmen.

"~ During the weak rule of Gaurinath Singha and Kamaleswar
Singha, the Dafala-bahatias in league with the Moamarias revolted-
in several places in the north bank, and once they proceeded as
far as Duimunisila in Kaliabar. A tactful Assamese officer, the
Baskatia Barbarua, managed to raise a contingent of Duflas, Dafala-
bahatias and Miris, and placed it at the disposal of the premier
Purnananda Buragohain to quell the Moamaria disturbances in the
north bank.4?

The Apatanangs or Ankas are a tribe with a comparatively
high degree of organisation. They live in a well-cultivated plateau,
ten miles by six miles, to the north of the Dufla hills. They are
peaceful agriculturists, and their rice fields are highly cultivated
and artificially irrigated terraces which are watered by the Kali
river. The monotony of the plain is broken up by small hillocks
and low pine-clad spurs. Primroses, violets and wild straw-berries
are to be found in abundance in the woods. and meadows. They
have eight villages in the middle of rice fields in close proximity
to one another. The Apatanangs number about 20,000 souls and
can put into the field a body of fighting men at a short notice, to
defand their villages against the attacks of an invading tribe. The
people are governed by a council of elders. Their language differs
considerably from Dufla and Miri. The Apatanangs disown any
kinship with their neighbours, on the other hand, they claim to
be one with the people of the plains.50

The Abors and the Miris represent the later and earlier migra-
tions of the same tribe. The Abors as the last comers have
retained their pristine ferocity, while the Miris have become
docile and peaceful having lived long in the plains and the lower

49. S. K. Bhuyan, Tungkhungia Buranji, O.UP., pp. 95, 98-99, 128-129,
142-143. : '

50. Balipara Frontier Tract Gazetteer, pp. 14-15; B. C. Allen’s Lakhimpur
District Gazetteer, pp. T4-75.
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hills. The different branches of the Abor and the Miri tribes there-
fore represent different strata of civilisation. The Abors, commonly
known as Padam Abors, occupy the hilly country between the
Dihong and Dibong rivers, while their more intractable kinsmen
the Bar Abors live in the interior lofty summits. The Ghasi Miris,
also known as Parvatia Miris, are more turbulent than the Miris
of the plains. The latter live in their own Arcadias, rearing mus-
tard plants, plying their boats against the strong current of the
Subansiri, weaving Miri-jims or blankets of cotton wool, and living
a life of pastoral contentment in their riverain homesteads.

The Abors considered the Miris as their slaves and employed
them as intermediaries in the Assam trade. The Ahom govern-
ment accepted this claim, and relieved the Miris of all their taxes
and obligations, so that they might be paid to their overlords the
Abors. The latter also claimed a right to all the fish and gold found
in the rivers flowing in their territories, and compelled the Bihia
gold-washers, employed by the Ahom government, to deliver to them
regular presents in the way of conciliatory offering. The Abors
never allow any of their community to emigrate to Assam.

The Miris, ordinarily meek and submissive, proved at times
to be fierce and aggressive. In the year 1683, the Sadiyal Miris set
fire to the house of Kanu Gohain Rup Sandikai, the Ahom governor
of Sadiya, and burnt the children and inmates to death. The Miris
also killed 200 Assamese subjects and pillaged the neighbouring
villages. Maupia Naobaicha Phukan, grandson of Baghchowa Neog
Gohain, was despatched at the head of a strong force, and he suc-
ceeded in bringing the Miris to submission. The Phukan construc-
ted ramparts terminating at the Brahmaputra and enclosing the
villages inhabited by the Assamese, rearranged the allotment of
paiks, and regulated the payment of taxes by the Miri subjects.
It transpired afterwards that the Miris had been instigated to rebel
by Bih Gohain who wanted to see the destruction of Kanu Gohain.
Bih Gohain was executed, and Kanu Gohain dismissed from office.

The son of the Dihingia Phukan, a member of the Miri Sandikoi
Bargohain family, was appointed governor of Sadiya, described in
old chronicles as “ Bargohain of Sadiya.” The Naobaicha Phukan
completed the regulafion of Sadiya in 1687. A stone pillar found
near Sadiya contains an inscription according to which Dihingia
Bargohain fixed the habitation of the Mishmis to the hills near the
Dibong river, i.e. in the neighbourhood of the present Nizamghat
outpost.5? The Dihingia Bargohain of the inscription was probably

51. Sadiya Frontler Tract Gazetteer, pp. 18-19; H. C. Goswami’s Purani
Asam Buranji, pp. 160-162,
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the new governor of Sadiya appointed in 1687, and the restriction
on the Mishmis was imposed by him for their complicity in the
Miri insurrection of 1683.

The Mishmis occupy the hills to the east of the Abor country.
They are divided into several clans, the most dangerous being the
Chulikata and Mezho Mishmis. Their raids and incursions caused
some annoyances to the governors of Sadiya. They have some
interest in trade, and appreciate the opportunities offered by
markets and fairs. They produce a kind of poisonous aconites
called Mishimi tita, in return for which they obtain swords, woollen
cloth and salt from the Tibetans. The fighting strength of the
Mishmis was estimated in 1883 as 500 men; that of the Abors as
10,000 ; and of the Duflas and Miris as 3,000.52

The Khamptis belong to the same Shan stock as the Ahoms.
They were originally inhabitants of the Bar-Khampti country, called
Khampti-Long by the Burmese, the hilly region between the extre-
mity of Assam and Irrawady valley. The Khamptis are Buddhists
in faith and have their own literature. Their country abounds in
pagodas, one of which is 95 feet in height and 125 feet in circum-
ferenceS3 They first came to Assam towards the end of the
eighteenth century, and settled at Tengapani. But under the pres-
sure of the Singphos they crossed the Brahmaputra, and about the
year 1794 they expelled the Ahom governor of Sadiya. The
Khampti chief assumed the title and authority of the Sadiya-khowa
Gohain, and the weak government of Gaurinath Singha acquiesced
in the usurpation. The British on their occupation of Assam in
1825 found the Sadiya tract entirely under Khampti control which
was not interferred with by the new conquerors as the Khamptis
agreed to maintain a force for the preservation of order. The old
Khampti chief, Chou-salan Sadiya-khowa Gohain, respected the
terms of the settlement with the British; but his son Chowrangfat
Sadiya-khowa Gohain violated the terms and was deported in con-
sequence in 1835, and a British officer assumed thenceforward the
responsibility of administering the Sadiya country. Four years later
the Khamptis numbering 500 led by their chiefs attacked the Sadiya
post one night, murdered the sentries and Col. Adam White, the
officer in command, and 80 other men. The suppression of the
Khamptis was completed in 1843, when their chiefs were dispersed
to different quarters, one being settled at Chunpura, another at Sai-

52. Capt. St. John F. Michell, Report on the North-East Fronﬁev; of India,
1883, p. 39.
53, W. W. Shakespear, History of Upper Assam, p. 130,
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khowa, a third at Dhamaji, and the fourth at Bhadia in North
Lakhimpur.5*

Assam’s most troublesome neighbours on the Sadiya frontier
were however the Singphos, identical in race with the Kakus
or Kakhyens of Burma. They are estimated to have a fighting
strength of 10,000 men.>®* Their chief habitat was the great eastern
branch of the Irrawady ; but on the break-up of the northern Shan
kingdom they spread themselves in the country lying between
Upper Assam and Bhamo, and brought it under their virtual control.
The Singphos belong to the Tesan clan of the Kakhyens. They
first came to prominence during the weak rule of Gaurinath Singha.
They drove the Khamptis from the Tengapani area, and settled in
the Upper Buri-Dihing and in Namrup. The Moamarias found ready
allies in the Singphos, and they together pillaged Assamese villages,
sometimes with the aid of Burmese mercenaries. Purnananda Bura-
gohain, the prime minister, in order to placate the Singpho leader
Bichanong, presented to him an Ahom girl named Rangili, sister
of Baram Duara Barua’s father. Bichanong presented her in turn
to the Burmese monarch Bodawpaya. The Singphos violated their
pact with Purnananda Buragohain, and carried off a large number
of Ahom subjects as captives, some 3,000 of whom were subse-
quently recovered by Captain Neufville, the first British Political
Agent of Upper Assam. The Singpho chiefs who entered into an
agreement with the British in May 1826 described themselves and
their dependent Singphos as being formerly “ subjects of the Assam
State ”’; and they promised “not to side with the Burmese or any
other king to commit any aggression whatever.”5

The Nagas are one of the most numerous tribes inhabiting the
borders of Assam. Their habitats extend along a large portion of
the Brahmaputra valley, from the Kapili river on the west to the
Buri-Dihing on the east. They thus occupy the whole hill country
bordering upon the plains districts of Nowgong, Sibsagar and
Lakhimpur. They are also to be found along the northern slopes
of the Patkai mountain. The Nagas are divided into several tribes,
each possessing distinct characteristics ; and they have also entered
into the composition of a few other tribes and races who are now
known by altogether different names. All Nagas were originally
head-hunters, and their women refused to respect men who had

54. Shakespear, History of Upper Assam, p. 148 ; Mackenzie, North-East
Frontier, pp. 59-60.

55. Michell, North-East Frontier of India, 1883, p. 28.

56. Aitchison, Treaties, 1931, Vol. XII, p. 119.
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not taken heads or demonstrated their valour by participating in
raids.5” This practice has however ceased in the areas comprised
in and adjacent to the present districts. It is now to be found in
the interior hills which are inaccessible for the purpose of explo-
ration, or where planned settlement and administration are too
hazardous and expensive. _

The Naga tribes with whom the old government of Assam had
to deal live mainly in the low hills south of the Sibsagar and
Lakhimpur districts, from the Dikhow to the Buri-Dihing. These
tribes were claimed as subjects of the Ahom government. They
paid taxes of slaves, elephant teeth, spear shafts, cloths and cotton.
Their chiefs were granted lands and retainers like the ordinary As-
samese nobles. These states called Naga-khats were managed by
Assamese agents known as Naga-katakis. The chiefs represented
several sub-tribes, namely, Namchangias or Jaipurias, Bar-duarias,
Banferas or Jabakas or Abhoypurias, Changnois, Tablungias,
Mooloongs, Jaktungias and Paniduarias. There were several salt
mines in this Naga area, and Raja Purandar Singha successfully
asserted his claim to their produce.

Clashes with the Nagas were matters of common occurrence.
About the year 1530, the Namchangia and Tablungia Nagas, living
on the banks of the Dikhow river, defeated an Ahom force and
captured several guns’® In 1692, the same Nagas killed 23
Assamese subjects. The severe measures of reprisal instituted by
King Gadadhar Singha resulted in the submission of the Nagas.
Their chief Latha Khunbao was executed ; and the other leaders
reaffirmed their allegiance to the Ahom sovereign by personally
visiting the capital. It was followed by an insurrection of the
Nagas living in the Dayang area. Tancheng Duara Phukan brought
the rebels to submission, and the Nagas presented two of their prin-
cesses to King Gadadhar Singha. The explanation offered by the
Nagas on this occasion reflects their sentiments of loyalty and devo-
tion towards their Ahom liegelord and sovereign: “ For ages past
we have been eating the crumbs thrown off from the dishes of the
Swargadeo. We have not committed this misdeed ; the Abors have
done it. But still as we have been defeated we shall offer to the
Swargadeo two of our princesses with slaves and female attendants.
The Phukan should intercede on our behalf at the feet of His
Majesty and bring about our salvation,” 5

57. Shakespear, History of Upper Assam, pp. 198-199.
58. Shakespear, History of Upper Assam, p. 211.
59. S. K. Bhuyan, Tungkhungia Buranji, O.UP, p. 27,
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Sporadic clashes continued throughout the entire period of
Ahom rule in Assam, up to the time of Purandar Singha, but they
were mainly confined to the Nagas on the immediate frontier. The
Ahoms constructed a Naga Ali or embankment to protect the
country from the inroads of the hillmen.60 )

The Shan tribes of Upper Burma, specially the inhakitants of
Nara or Mogaung, Maulung, Mantara and Munkong kingdoms, were
more or less peaceful in their relations with the Ahoms. The Shan
chieftains looked upon the Ahom kings as “ Bhai-Rajas ”, or brother
monarchs, as they were descended from the same Shan stock ; and
as Sukapha, the first Ahom conqueror, belonged to a ruling Shan
dynasty of Upper Burma. The Shan chiefs, in their difliculties,
appealed to the Ahom government for protection and help. The
orthodox section of the Ahoms, specially the priestly clans, used
to keep some sort of communion with their Shan homeland. Shan
monks used to visit Assam on religious missions, and some of them
established Bapu-changs or schools for teaching the Shan language
and for imparting education in the tencts of the Shan faith. The
Shan chiefs of Burma used to feel some degree of pride in the fact
that one of their kinsmen was exercising sovereign power in a part
of India. After the termination of Ahom rule in Assam, a Shan
chief deputed agents to Assam to make enquiries about what had
happened to their Bhai-Raja, namely the Ahom king, of whom the
chief had not heard for a long time.

Sukapha, as a powerful conqueror and as a founder of a ruling
dynasty in far-off India, was admitted into the Shan pantheon,
and offered periodic worship in his original native city of Mogaung.
His remains as well as those of his two brothers Chowpya-hoseng
and Chow-sam-lung-hue were buried in a monastery at Mogaung.
Their spiritual counterparts were brought out on all occasions of
state ceremony and duly propitiated with offering. The Shan
chieftains then took their oaths to keep the peace. The ceremony
was concluded by the chiefs all sitting down together and eating
out of the same dish. British officers who visited Mogaung in 1836
found the worship of Sukapha still prevalent at that place.8! The
messengers employed by the Ahoms in their intercourse with
Munkong were known as Tsai-kaus, and they mostly lived at
Namrup. The Ahom king Jayadhwaj Singha, having fled to Nam-

60. Shakespear, Upper Assam, p. 211; G. C. Barua, Ahom Buranji,
Pp. 386-7. :
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rup when Mir Jumla occupied Gargaon in 1662-1663, threatened
to go to Nara or Mogaung if his ministers failed to obtain the
withdrawal of the Mogul invaders from Assam. It shows the
king’s belief that in the Shan homeland of his ancestors he would
find a ready reception and opportunities for rehabilitation.

But, these sentiments of attachment towards their kinsmen in
Nara did not relax the vigilance of the Ahoms, as Nara chiefs con-
templated at times to extend their domination over the territories
ruled by Sukapha’s descendants in Assam. This need for vigilance
is well brought out in a speech of Swargadeo Pratap Singha where
he expounded his policy towards foreigners before his trusted
emissaries the Katakis. The occasion was provided by one Bhelai’s
son having paid unauthorised visits to the camp of the Mogul com-
mander Nawab Allah Yar Khan during which he promised to
deliver to the Nawab elephants, communicated to him secret infor-
mation about Assam, and brought two pearl-chains as presents to
the Ahom Swargadeo.

“The Gargayan Raja, a predecessor of mine on this throne,”
said King Pratap Singha, “ married the daughter of the Nara Raja
by performing the Chaklang ceremony, and made her his chief
queen. This happened after the defeat of the Nara Raja at the
hands of the Mantara Raja. The Nara princess did not abandon
her hostile attitude. While living at Gargaon she pretended to be
ill, and attributed her ailment to her being possessed of the devil
through the machinations of the Assamese people. She therefore
threw many men into water, and killed others having first subjected
them to severe tortures. About that time one Ratnakhari of Nara
used to live at Gargaon ; and there was no love lost between him
and the Assamese astrologer or Ganak named Achit Doloi. The
king conferred upon Ratnakhari the title of Sagarkhari, who received
the honour by kneeling down before the Gargayan Raja. This
roused the suspicion of my predecessor, and he said,—* This man
professes to be a Ganak ; but why did he kneel down before me ?
I am sure he is not a Ganak; he has come to our country with
a definite ulterior motive.” Still then, the Gargayan Raja did not
take any step against Sagarkhari Ganak on account of his affection
for the queen. The Ganak counted all the subjects of Namrup and
communicated the information to the Nara Raja, on the strength
of which the Raja invaded our territories. Chao-aikhek Bargohain
proceeded to the Nara campaign riding on an elephant. When he
approached the enemy’s camp the Nara Raja accosted the elephant
in the customary language, in response to which the animal lay itself
flat on the ground, and the Nara soldiers cut the Gohain with
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scythes used for mowing grass. The elephant, afterwards, picked
up the head and the body of the Gohain and brought them to our
camp. We also suffered heavy losses of men. The Gargayan Raja
then pursued the Naras and put them to the rout. So we cannot
fathom the inner workings of the minds of foreigners. This slave
[Bhelai’s son] is as unreliable as the Paschima or western Dafalas.
My brother-in-law [Momai-tamuli Barbarua] will please teach
him a good lesson.” Bhelai’s son used to be given five blows on
coming out and the same number on going inside.5?

The Mikirs who call themselves Arlengs live mainly in the low
forest-clad hills between the Kapili and Dhansiri rivers. They are
thus to be found in the districts of Nowgong, Sibsagar and Kamrup,
and at the base of the Jayantia and Cachar Hills, they being most
numerous in the Nowgong district. Dabaka, one of the principal
habitats of the Mikirs up to this day is believed to be a fragment
of the Davaka kingdom forming part of the empire of the Imperial
Guptas as we learn from the Allahabad Pillar Inscription of
Samudragupta ; and the remains of old buildings and sculptures
in the adjoining areas point to the existence of a flourishing Hindu
state during the time of Samudragupta and his successors. Docile
and unwarlike as the Mikirs are they gave very little trouble to
the Ahom rulers, and in fact a section voluntarily migrated to
Ahom territories to escape from the operation of the matriarchal
law of inheritance which prevailed in the Mikir hills.63

The Garos live mainly in the region west of the Khasi hills.
The earliest communications of the East India Company were con-
ducted entirely from the sides of Goalpara and Mymensing. The
founders of the ruling family of Jayantia and some people of the
Rani state in Kamrup are described in old Assamese chronicles
as Garos. The old Assam government had practically nothing to
do with the real Garos of the interior hills. The government’s
contacts were mainly with the Garos who lived in the vassal states
on the extremities of Assam in the south bank of the Brahmaputra,
whose chiefs have been described by Buchanan-Hamilton as being
of Garo origin. “The art of war”, Hamilton continues, has
hitherto made so little progress among the Assamese that they
have not been able to strip these chiefs of their dominions. On the
contrary, they have contented themselves with a moderate tribute,

62. Ms. Assam Buranji, No. 7.

63. S. K. Bhuyan, Deodhai Assam Buranji, pp. 209-214; E. Stack, The
Mikirs, 1908, p. 5; L. A. Waddell, The Tribes of the Brahmaputra Valley,
J.ASB, Part III, 1900, pp. 29-35.
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and conciliated the friendship of the independent mountaineers by
a free commercial intercourse.” Though the Garos were an inde-
pendent people the villages adjoining the Bengal districts were
encroached on by the neighbouring Zemindars. They raised sup-
plies of cotton from the Garos which they made over to the Mogul
Fauzadar of Rangamati. Exorbitant exactions were made by the
Zemindars of Karaibari, Kalumalupara and Mechpara, leading to
frequent disputes with the Garo chiefs till ultimately the latter
were “rendered not only tributary, but mere cyphers.” The suc-
cess of the Zemindars was believed to be due to their being con-
sidered as agents of the East India Company. Writing in 1807-14
Buchanan-Hamilton pointed out “the absolute necessity for treat-
ing with the Garos, at least with those of the mountains as with
independent people ”.64

The old Assam government did hardly come in contact with
the tribes now living in the Lushai Hills, though there is evidence
to show that the Assamese did know the Kukis on their way to
Tripura through the Cachar Hills. The two Assamese envoys
deputed by King Rudra Singha to the Tripura court proceeded
up the Barak river for four days and reached Lakhipur. “Having
halted there for two days”, wrote the two ambassadors, ¢ we pro-
ceeded for five days and reached the mouth of the Rupini river
which is the boundary between Cachar and Tripura. There is no
human habitation in that place. There are hills on both sides.
After three days we arrived at Rangrung within the jurisdiction
of Tripura. The hills on both sides of the Barak river are in-
-habited by a tribe called the Kukis who are like the Dafalas and
Nagas here. There will be about three hundred men at that place ;
their weapons are arrows, bows, shields and Naga spears. The
Tripura Raja appoints a governor over this place, and he is called
Halamcha, who is like the Naga Khunbaos in our country. He
has under him one Galim, one Gabar, one Chapia and one Doloi.
They eat and dress like the Nagas, but they do not eat beef ”.65

The relations with the tribes were conducted by duly appointed
frontier wardens and governors. The Sadiya-khowa Gohain was
in charge of conciliating the tribes of the Sadiya country; the
Marangi-khowa Gohain and the Rahial Barua, of the Kacharis and
Mikirs; the Jagiyalia Gohain and the Kajalimukhia Gohain, of

64. S. K. Bhuyan, An Account of Assam by Buchanan Hamilton, com-
piled in 1807-14, p. 86; Mackenzie, North-Eastern Frontier, pp. 245-249;

65. S. K. Bhuyan, Tripura Buranji, pp. 21-22, Lt.-Col. J. Shakespear,
The Lushei Kuki Clans, 1912,
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the Jayantias; and the Barphukan and the Darrang Raja, of the
Bhutanese. They had in their respective establishments a number
of men versed in the languages, customs and habits of the tribes.
There were also tribal experts in the court of the king, and their
services were utilised in connection with a peace mission or a
military expedition. Whereas Brahman ambassadors were as a rule
appointed in embassies to the states of Western India, they were
replaced by these sturdy tribal experts in conducting negotiations
with the bordering races; for in dealing with tribesmen there was
greater need of a spirit of forbearance and understanding, of
sincerity and straightforwardness than of subtle logic, sophistry and
propaganda. The Ahom diplomatic families—Chiring, Chengeli,
Naga, Bakatial, Ramu and Lailengia—were generally harnessed in
missions to the tribal areas.

The general success of the Ahoms in their dealings with the
hill tribes was admitted by the Mogul chronicler Shihabuddin
Talish who accompanied Mir Jumla’s expedition in 1662-63. He
wrote,—“ Although most of the inhabitants of the neighbouring
hills pay no tax to the Rajah of Assam, yet they accept his sove-
#mignty and obey some of his commands. The Dufla tribe alone
does not place its feet in the skirt of obedience, but occasionally
encroaches on his kingdom .6

That the Ahom policy towards the tribes proved highly suc-
cessful can be inferred from their uninterrupted enjoyment of
sovereignty in Assam for six hundred years. In a kingdom where
ferocious hillmen are lurking in the border areas, occasional frontier
troubles were unavoidable; but the Ahoms suppressed these
troubles with tact and diplomacy and the application of force as
circumstances demanded. They did not allow these troubles to
become intensified to the extent. of jeopardising Ahom domination.
On the other hand, the Ahoms harnessed the valour and dash of
the hillmen in martial enterprises against foreigners. A British
officer wrote in 1883,—“ The Assamese ', rmy appears at this time
(1660) to have been largely recruited from Nagas and Miris, and
it is evident that they were quite able to hold their own against
the well-trained armies of Hindustan”.$" In his interview with
the Mogul commander Raja Ram Singha, the Assamese ambassa-
dor Madhabcharan Kataki referred to the tribal legions of the
Ahom army as follows,—* Numerous chieftains of the mountain-

66. Fathiyah-~i-Ibriyah, tr. Sarkar, J.B.O.R.S, 1915, pp. 184-5.
67. Captain St. John F. Michell, Report on the North-East Frontier,
1883, p. 30,
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*

ous regions have become our willing allies in the campaign. They
consist of a total strength of three lakhs of soldiers. They are not
amenable to any considerations of right and wrong. Their partici-
pation in this campaign has been directly sanctioned by His
Majesty, and they rush furiously against the enemy without wait-
ing for the orders of the general. They are quick and sudden in
their attacks, and their movements and actions cannot be pre-
saged.”®® The Ahoms admitted members of the tribes into their
racial fold, and the new entrants enjoyed all the privileges and
prerogatives of the ruling class. One Banfera Naga’s son became
Barphukan ; and one Miri became Miri-Sandikai, and he and his
descendants enjoyed the governorship of Sadiya.® One reason of
the Ahoms’ success in their dealings with the tribes was their
immunity from caste prejudices which is illustrated in the case
of the Mikirs. During an expedition against this tribe the Ahom
soldiers partook of the food and drink obtained by them in the
houses of the Mikirs. “ These men,” said the tribesmen, “eat the
things we eat; they are therefore men of our fraternity.” The
younger folk who had fled to the forests on the approach of the
Ahoms were recalled by their elders. The Mikirs also expressed
their satisfaction at the system of inheritance prevalent in Ahom
Assam. The result was the immediate migration of several fdmilies
of Mikirs and Lalungs to Ahom territories,”

The Ahoms regulated their tribal policy in a very realistic and
judicious manner. They were conciliatory no doubt; but they
did not hesitate to employ coercive measures when necessary, lest
the offer of friendship and good-will was interpreted as a manifes-
tation of weakness and imbecility. An officer or noble who could
bring a refractory tribe to submission by the minimum application
of force received very high credit at the Ahom court, and his
example was ever afterwards cited as a precedent whenever the
government undertook an expedition into the hilly country.

Commercial policy of the Ahom rulers: The Ahoms were
promoters of trade just like other rulers, and their diplomatic
relations with the neighbouring states and tribes centered, in many
cases, round the object of introducing free commercial intercourse
to the advantage of both the parties. - The Ahom government aimed
at making their markets secure and free so that people of the
adjacent territories could frequent them with commodities and

68. S. K. Bhuyan, Lachit Barphukan and His Times, 1947, p. 71, '
69. H. C. Goswami, Purani Asam Buranji, pp. 39, 44.
70. S. K. Bhuyan, Deodhai Asam Buranji, p. 122,
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thereby contribute to the maintenance of a steady income from
market duties and customs revenue.

The old-time conception of a trader or Bepari is recorded in
a conversation held about the year 1696 in the court of the Gauhati
Barphukan. A Jayantia envoy compared a Bepari to a black-bee
which settles wherever honey can be found. To this the Barphu-
kan replied—*“ What you have said is correct. The black-bee
settles on a number of flowers with the object of sucking honey
from them. Having extracted honey from these flowers it settles
with the same object on a lotus. But suddenly the sun sets, the
lotus folds up its petals, and the bee becomes shut up there. With
the rise of the sun next morning the lotus unfolds itself again, and
the bee sets itself on its wings.”” This comment of the Barphukan
points to the vicissitudes of profit and loss which a trader must
be prepared to face in his commercial enterprises and stipulations
which are made still more precarious by his subjection to political
changes and unexpected slumps and depressions.

The Ahom government interested itself in the trade of the
frontier tribes, though it was conducted on a small scale, as large-
scale production was unknown to the frontier tribesmen. Pro-
tection was given to the traders by the frontier wardens known as
Datiyalia Bisayas and Duarias. But when commercial states were
concerned the Ahom government considered petty trading to be
outside their scope and function. Free commercial intercourse
with Bengal required governmental protection of the traders of
both the countries, and the supervision and control of the frontier
officers and collectors of duties. The Ahoms were unwilling to set
up an elaborate machinery for the purpose of safeguarding small
quantities of articles. This is borne out in the reply given by
King Rudra Singha in June 1713 to a request made by the Mogul
Fauzadar of Rangamati for establishing commercial relations with
Assam in which a proposal was made for despatching only a few
boat-loads of commodities. This idea was not viewed with favour
by the Ahom monarch, and he said,—“Is it called trade if it be
limited to the import of a few maunds of salt from Bengal, and the
despatch of two or four boats from our place? If the Nawab is
intent on the establishment of regular commercial intercourse with
us he should send his merchants [Shah-Mahajans] to Jogighopa
and Goalpara, and our leading traders [Bar-mudois] will proceed
to Kandhar Choky with large quantities of valuable articles. If

71. 8. K. Bhuyan, Jayantia Buranj, p. 62,
AT
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matters could be arranged on this line then only they can well
deserve the status of hat-bat or trade.” 72

The Ahoms made a clear distinction between politics and trade,
and they considered the former to be more important and serious
than the latter. Some agents of the Rangamati Fauzadar were
gently rebuked by the Gauhati Barphukan when they pressed for
the discussion of some commercial matters in the full court. “It
is an affair relating to trade,” said the Barphukan, “and it is not
a fit subject for being taken up in the Durbar. Still then, I must
admit that our trading activities have become more vigorous than
before. The agents have spoken about multiple trade, but we
have appointed only one man for this purpose, namely, the
Duaria.” In doubtful matters the version of a Kataki was consi-
dered to be more reliable than that of a mere trader.

Merchants were prohibited from meddling in politics. Three
Assamese traders had once assured the Dacca Nawab that they
would establish friendly relations between the Nawab and the
Ahom government. The traders brought with them to Assam a
couple of diplomatic agents of the Nawab together with letters and
presents meant for the Ahom monarch Pratap Singha. The king
accused the leader of the merchants, saying,—“ He is a merchant
and he should have confined himself to trading activities. What
business had he to bring envoys from Bengal ?” The traders were
executed along with forty oarsmen in their employ.”

The Ahoms were ever-vigilant of the merchants of foreign
territories, and never allowed them to settle in Assam lest they,
as secret agents of some designing state, created any disruption in
the country. The foreign traders had to transact their business in
all possible haste, and return to their own land after completing
their commercial activities in Assam.

Trade centres: The agent of the Assam government, known
as the Duaria Barua, resided at the Assam Choky situated at the
mouth of the Manas river. He enjoyed the exclusive privilege of
the trade with Bengal for which he paid to the Assam government
an annual rent of 90,000 rupees. Occasionally the privilege was
granted to two men at the same time. The administration of the
district round the Assam Choky was entrusted to an officer called
the Kandhar Barua.”™ The Duaria Barua or Baruas received the

72, Ms. Assam Buranji, No. 6.

73. S. K. Bhuyan, Assam Buranji, SM., pp. lxxv, 67. .

74. The Assam Choky was known amongst the Assamese as Kandhar
Choky and Hadira Choky. The term ‘Kandahar Choky’ also occurs in the
Company’s records of the period. o : ‘
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goods of the Assam merchants and exchanged them for Bengal
products. They realised the duties on all exports and imports.
The rates equitably fixed by the.government of Assam underwent
fluctuations at the hands of different Duaria Baruas. They re-
ceived advances from the Bengal merchants for the delivery of
Assam goods, or accepted Bengal goods on credit. . The high rates
of duties demanded by the Duaria Baruas, the non-fulfilment of
their contracts or their refusal to carry on trade with particular
individuals led to constant frictions with the Bengal merchants.

Goalpara on the south bank, and Jugighopa and Rangamati
or the north, were the three eastern outposts of Bengal from
where its merchants conducted their trade with Assam. Goalpara
and Jugighopa were populous towns and had streets of shops.
There- was a numerous Christian population at both the places con-
sisting mainly of Topazes of a questionable character.?

Rangamati situated at a distance of two miles from the bank
of the Brahmaputra was a Mogul outpost of considerable import-
ance. It was the headquarter of a Fauzadar who administered the
adjacent territory and conducted the relations with Assam on
behalf of the Nawab of Bengal. The town was 5 miles in length
and 2 miles in breadth, and about the year 1770 it contained nearly
1,500 houses several of which were inhabited by the Mogul chiefs
and others by the Portuguese.’® Frey Sicardo visiting Rangamati
in 1606 found there two churches, one dedicated to Our Lady of
the Rosary and the other to Our Lady of Guadelup.” Rangamati
was visited in 1714 by Father Francisco Troyand Laynez an account
of which was written by his companion Father Claudius Anthony
Barbier. Yunnan in China was described by Barbier as lying at
a distance of 15 days’ journey from Rangamati. “The intervening
country [Assam],” wrote Barbier, “is occupied by Princes who
refuse to grant a way through to foreigners.” Rangamati was
notorious for its unhealthiness, and Barbier referred to the com-
mon Bengali saying “that of two persons who go to Rangamati
there is always one to remain there.”’® One of the duties of the

75. Montgomery Martin, Eastern India, Vol. III, p. 477; W. K. Firminger,
Rungpore District Records, Vol. III, No. 217. Topazes were dark-skinned or
half-caste claimants of Portuguese descent. '

76. Walter Hamilton, East India Gazetteer, 1828, Vol. I, p. 459.

77. The Earliest Episcopal Visitation in Bengal, in Bengal : Past and
Present, Vol. VI, p. 221.

78. Father Barbier’s letter of Jan. 15, 1723, Bengal: Past and Present,
Vol. VI, p. 200; also Lettres edifiantes et curieuses, in 4 vols.,, Paris, 1838,
Vol. II, p. 595; also the Lyon edition of 1819 in 14 vols., Tom XIII, p. 288.
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Muhammadan military officers in charge of Rangamati and Goal-
para was to encourage the growth of jungle and reeds as a protec-
tion against the inroads of the Assamese.”® The territory of which
Rangamati was the principal town was also known as Rangamati
which name was applied to the first revenue district formed in
1781 and 1787 with Hugh Baillie as Collector.8

The Company’s representative in the district of Rungpore, in
which the three towns Goalpara, Jugighopa and Rangamati were
then included, used to be the channel of correspondence between
the governments of Bengal and Assam.3* From 1770 to 1792
Rungpore was administered by a Collector. In 1793 the office of
Judge and Magistrate was separated from that of the Collector,
and Assam relations were conducted thenceforward by the new
official.82 The Commissioner of Cooch Behar, a tributary state
on the north-east frontier of Rungpore, remained occasionally in
charge of the Company’s relations with Assam. The Ahom viceroy
at Gauhati holding the title of Barphukan conducted the relations
with Bengal on behalf of the Assam government. The Barphu-
kans and Duaria Baruas were carefully selected as the maintenance
of harmony and good-will between the two states depended in a
great measure to their discretion and judgment. The Barphu-
kans were always Ahoms, and as far as can be ascertained the
Duaria Baruas of the period 1771 to 1826 were all Brahmans.

Exports and Imports of Assam: The exports from Assam to
Bengal consisted chiefly of muga silk, stick lac, munjit or madder,
elephants’ tusks, cotton, pepper and mustard seed; while the
principal imports were salt, copper, English woollens and spices.
Muga cloth, usually called muga-dhuti and muga silk in the
correspondence of the Company, was much in demand in Bengal on
account of its durability and texture, and was a regular article of
trade in the Coromandal and Malabar coasts. It was mentioned

79. Sir William Hunter, Imperial Gazetteer of India, 1885-7, Vol. V,
p. 113.

80. In Rennell’s map of Cooch Behar and Rungpore, Rangamati extends
to both banks of the Brahmaputra.

8l. To avoid confusion the Bengal district and headquarter have been
spelt in this book as Rungpore, and the Ahom capital of Assam as Rangpur.

82. The names of the Collectors of Rungpore, 1770 to 1832, and of the
Judges and Magistrates, 1793 to 1832, are given in E, G. Glazier's Further
Notes on Rungpore Records, Vol. 1I, 1876, pp. 35-37. .
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by Purchas in his Pilgrimage first published in 1614.8 Munjit or
majathi, (Rubia munjista,) a creeper growing wild in the eastern
hills of Assam, was employed in dyeing cotton fabrics into various
shades of scarlet, coffee-brown or mauve. Another product of
Assam was Agar or aloe wood, (Aquilaria Agallocha.) " An oil
known as Agar-attar is extracted from the resinous portion of the
wood. Elephants’ tusks and Agar wood were principal’ articles of
export during the Mogul period. A noble of Cooch Behar had
once said to a Mogul commander,— If it is desired I can establish
friendly relations between the Nawab and the Assam Raja and
procure for him [Nawab] Agar wood and elephants’ teeth,”’84
There was very great demand for Bengal salt in Assam, and about
100,000’ maunds used to be annually imported, though the quantity
fell off considerably during the period of the disturbances. There
were brine springs in Sadiya and Barhat in Assam, and the
revenue derived from them by the government amounted to
40,000 rupees in 1809. The local salt was said to be purer but
more expensive than that imported from Bengal. The Assamese
could not work these mines efficiently with the result that salt
was a scarcity, and this compelled the Assamese to depend for it
on Bengal® It is a custom in Assam to present salt to guests in
Vaisnava gatherings. The prime cost of Bengal salt ranged from
rupees 70 to 120 per 100 maunds about the year 1780, and
400 rupees for the same quantity twelve years later. In the first
period the price at which Bengal salt was sold in Assam ranged
from rupees 2 to 4 per maund ; and in the second to rupees 5 to 10.
It was the prospect of profit in salt which mainly attracted Bengal
merchants to the "Assam trade.

A fair idea of the trade between Bengal and Assam can be
formed from the following figures showing the exports of the two
countries in the year 1808-1809 :— B

Exports from Bengal : Salt, 35,000 maunds, at 5% rupees per
maund,—192,500 rupees; ghee, 1000 maunds,—1,600 rupees; fine

83. Purchas His Pilgrimage, 4th ed, 1625, p. 1005, quoted in Yule’s
Hobson-Jobson, under moonga. For muge see Thomas Hugon, Remarks on
the Silk Worms and Silks of Assam, J.A.8.B., Jan, 1837, pp. 21-38 ; B. C. Allen,
Monograph on the Silk Cloths of Assam, 1899, pp. 3-16; Martin, Eastern
India, Vol. III, pp. 671, 679-80.

84. Kamrupar Buranji, ed. S. K. Bhuyan, 1930, p. 20.

85. R. B. Pemberton, Report on the Eastern Frontier of British Indig,
1835, p. 82 ; Martin, Eastern India, Vol, I, pp. 660-61.

86. For information on the trade and commerce of Assam see Report on
the Administration of Assam for 1874-75 and 1875-76, Part II-A, Permanent
Chapters, Chapter I, Sections 4-8, Pp. 19; also the Adm, Report for 1882-83,
Part II-B, Chapters IV and V, pp. 44-55. ‘
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pulse,—800 rupees; sugar,—1,000. rupees; stone. beads,—
2,000 rupees; coral,—1,000 rupees; jewels and pearls,—
5,000 rupees; European cutlery and glass-ware,—500 rupees ;
spices,—1,000 rupees ; paints,—500 rupees ; copper,—4,800 rupees ;
red lead,—1,000 rupees; English woollens,—2,000 rupees; Tafetas,—
2,000 rupees; Benares Khinkobs,—500 rupees; Satin,—1,000 rupees;
gold and silver cloth,—1,000 rupees; shells,—100 rupees; and
Muslin,—10,000 rupees; Total,—228,300 rupees.

Exports from Assam : Stick lac, 10,000 maunds,—35,000 rupees;
muga silk, 65 maunds,—11,350 ; muga cloth, 75 maunds,~—17,500
rupees ; munjit,—500 rupees; black pepper, 50 maunds,—500
rupees ; cotton with seeds, 7,000 maunds,—35,000 rupees; ivory,-'-—
6,000 rupees; bell-metal vessels,—1,500 rupees; mustard seed, 15,000
maunds,—20,000 rupees; iron hoes,—600 rupees; slaves, 100,—
2,000 rupees; Thaikol fruit, 50 maunds,—150 rupees; Total,—
130,900 rupees.

The balance of trade amounting to 97,400 rupees against Assam
was paid in gold from the mines and in silver.s

Assam had a reputation for gold. It is believed that there is
scarcely a river in Assam which does not contain more or less gold
in its sands which is washed down from the auriferous rocks in
the neighbouring hills. A special class of Assamese subjects called
Sonowals were employed by the government in gold washing, and
as much as 7,000 tolas used to be annually received.3 The possi-
bility of obtaining gold from Assam was an additional inducement
to Bengal merchants to engage in the trade with that country.
Dr. J. P. Wade wrote to his friend Francis Fowke,—* Assam is not
a country for diamonds, but it is for gold dust. I think I shall do
well in it.89

In addition to the Bengal trade the Assamese carried on a con-
siderable commerce with the neighbouring hill tribes and with
Tibet and China. The trade with Tibet amounted to 200,000 rupees
a year. The exports from Assam were lac, muga silk, endi cloth
and dry fish; and the imports from Bhutan consisted of woollen
cloths, gold dust, rock salt, cow-tails, musk and Chinese silks. The

87. Martin, Eastern India, Vol. II, pp. 660-61; Pemberton, Eastern
Frontier, pp. 80-81; M'Cosh, Topography of Assam, pp. 63-64. '
88. Dewan, Maniram, Native account of washing for gold in Assam, and
Capt. S. O. Hannay’s Further information on gold washings in Asmm,
J.ASRB., July 1838, pp. 621-628.
89, Wade to Fowke, written from Goalpara, Nov. 16, 1792, Fowke Mss.,
India Office Records, Vol. 22, letter No. 95.
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Assamese used to receive from Tibet smoking pipes of Chinese
manufacture, woollens and rock salt. A caravan consisting of
nearly 20 men used to meet the Assamese merchants at a place
near Chouna, at a distance of two months’ journey from Lhassa.
The Assamese used to receive from the Lhassa merchants, or
Khumpa Bhutias as they were called, silver in bullion to.nearly
a lakh of rupees, and gold to the value of upwards of 70,000 rupees.
Assamese merchants also went to Yunnan in China by the line of
trade through Sadiya, Bisa and across the Patkai range of mountains,
and through the Hukong Valley to the town of Munkong from
where they ascended by the Irrawady to a place called Catmow.
The goods were disembarked at Catmow from where they were
conveyed on mules over a range of mountainous country inhabited
by Shans into the Chinese province of Yunnan. Assam having no
silver mine depended for that metal on supply from China, Tibet
and the Barkhampti country near the sources of the Irrawady. The
Mishmis living in the hills to the north of Sadiya brought with them
Lama swords and spears and the vegetable poison known as
Mishimi tita, and these they exchanged for glass beads, cloths, salt
and money. , The Abors and Miris brought pepper, ginger, munijit
and wax. The Singphos used to bring ivory in considerable quan-
tities. The Nagas brought cotton, ginger, and a little salt produced
in their own springs.® One of the objects aimed at by the Com-
pany in establishing commercial relations with Assam was to par-
ticipate in the trade with the frontier tribes, and if possible with
China.

Communications with Bengal : There were four routes from
Bengal to Assam, one by water and three by land. The river route
from Goalpara was down the Brahmaputra, and via the Jennai
from Jamalpore, and then after some distance along the Pabna river,
a navigable branch of the Ganges. After proceeding up the Pabna
river for two or three days the boats came to the Ganges which
they ascended for three or four days more till they came to the
mouth of Matabanga or the Jellingi down either of which they
proceeded to Calcutta. As these two rivers become almost dry
during winter the boats follow the route through the Sunderbans.
The boats took 25 to 35 days to complete the voyage from Goalpara
to Calcutta, and from 33 to 43 days from Calcutta to Goalpara. The
first overland route from Bengal to Assam lay through Murshida-
bad, Maldah, Dinajpore, Rungpore, Bagwa and Goalpara, and it

90. Pemberton, Eastern Frontier, pp. 78-83; M’Cosh, Topography of
Assam, pp. 10-12, 66; Robinson, A Descriptive Account of Assam, pp. 242-44,
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was the line of the Calcutta dak. The second route was via Dacea,
Dumary, Pucuoloe, Jamalpore, Singimari and Goalpara. Both
these routes were almost impassable during the rains. The third
route passed through Sylhet, Cherra, Moplung, Nungklao, Rani-
gaon, Khanamukh and Gauhati. The most popular of these four
routes were the one by the water and the first overland passage.®*

Old Assamese attitude towards foreigners: It was a common
remark of all European writers that the Assamese were averse to
the admission of foreigners into their country. This aversion was
principally due to two reasons. From the time of Muhammad bin
Bakhtiyar Khilji’s invasion in 1205 upto the final expulsion of the
Moguls in 1682 Assam was subject to frequent attacks by the
Muhammadans from Bengal; and consequently all men from
Bengal and other parts of India were considered by the Assamese
as a potential source of danger. No outsider was allowed to acquire
a footing in Assam lest he should become too influential and dis-
turb the loyalty of the subjects or bring in other complications. All
people living in the countries to the west of Assam were labelled
under one name—Bangals, a term applied even to Europeans.

The Ahom rulers had originally come from the Shan kingdom
of Pong or Nara in Upper Burma, and they looked upon the inha-
bitants of Nara as their brothers and kinsmen with whom they
maintained throughout regular social and political intercourse.
Whereas the early Hindu rulers of Assam had regarded themselves
as one with the princes and peoples of Hindusthan the Ahom 