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PREFACE

EVERY reader of history is aware that he must learn
some geography, if he would understand what he reads.
Comparatively few however, if one may judge from
experience, seem to realize how much light geography
throws on history. Geographical influences account for
much that happens or has happened. Geographical
knowledge affords valuable data for solving historical
problems. At the same time human action alters the
aspect of those things of which geography takes cogni-
zance : man cuts canals and tunnels mountains, drains
marshes and constructs artificial harbours, though it
must be admitted that these things are trifles compared
to the steady operation of geographical causes all history
through.

| have attempted to point out systematically how
these causes work, first in general, and then in reference
to the various countries of Europe. Obviously this can
only be done in specimens: to do it fully would be to
write all history afresh. The specimens given may
however, | hope, suffice to call the attention of students
of history to the modes in which geography operates,
so that they may be ready to perceive its influence on
whatever period or country they may be dealing with.

It is plainly impossible to supply maps enough to
exhibit in detail every geographical fact to which
| refer, and every historical fact connected with them.
| bhave therefore taken for granted that readers will
consult their own atlases. The only exception made
isin favour of two maps of Europe, so placed that they
may be easily compared. They give the physical features
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identically, while the one shows the divisions into which
Europe falls on a well established physical principle,
and the other shows the existing poalitical divisions.

| do not suppose that everything which | date as
a fact is indubitably true, any more than that all my
inferences will strike readers as unanswerable. As to
the former, | have in some cases expresdy said that
the facts rest on uncertain evidence: perhaps | may
in others have underrated, and therefore ignored, the
strength of objections taken to current views. At any
rate it has seemed irrelevant to enter into any exami-
nation of disputed questions. As to the inferences,
some may possibly be deemed too obvious to be worth
stating, others to be even more dubious than | make
them. | hope, however, that | have sufficiently guarded
myself againgt being supposed to attribute too much
to geographical influences. Since they work con-
currently with other causes it is plainly impossble to
determine which have in fact produced given results;
all that one can say with certainty is that the geogra-
phical influences were working, and that given results
did in fact follow.

| have used the forms of proper names which are
familiar in English. [f | were writing history, | might
hesitate to speak of Charlemagne, since that form of
the great emperor's name is used to imply historical
opinions which | deem erroneous. For an incidental
reference | only care that he shall be easily recognized
by the reader. So again every English reader is
acquainted with the form Lorraine: many might need
to have Lothringen explained to them. Every language,
English on the whole less than some others, does in
fact shape for itself a certain number of foreign names,
under influences which vary indefinitely. A form of
name once naturalized in English, whatever the process
of derivation, is lawful property to every Englishman.
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| therefore have no scruple about writing Ratisbon and
Basle, Brussels and Venice, in spite of the fact that
their own inhabitants call them Regensburg and Basel,
Bruxelles and Venezia.

HEREFORD B. GEORGE.
OXFORD,
Jan. 1901.

PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

IN the second edition | have corrected a few small
errors, and altered some phrases which it appeared that
ingenuity could misconstrue. More than one friendly
reviewer has reproached me for not having said more
about the influence of geography on the peaceful develop-
ment of mankind. To have done so would have been
to depart fromwhat | undertook. | only professto call
attention to the modes in which geography influences
history, with instances enough to illustrate my meaning,
and to lead readers to think for themselves; and there is
no need of repeated instances to show (for example)
that a fertile soil favours the growth of population, or
that mineral wealth is, in modern times at least, almost
essential to industrial prosperity. For an opposite
reason | do not care to dwell on the influence of
geography upon human character. Man's environment
no doubt may tell in various ways on his character, but
so do many other influences. One can easily suggest that
agiven geographical condition islikely to affect manin
a particular way, unless over-ruled by some other condi-
tions: and this | have occasionally done. For any thing
beyond this there seem to me to be no trustworthy
data.

OXFORD,
Feb. 1903.
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PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION

SINCE the last edition, several events have happened
which*bear upon my subject, such as the separation of
Sweden and Norway. | have carefully revised the
text so as to make the statements in it correspond to
the new order of things, and have taken the opportunity
to add in some places a few words of additional ex-
planation. At the suggestion of several friends | have
slightly extended the original scheme by adding
a chapter on India. Apart from its importance to the
British empire, India is the country of all others in
which the history is most visibly the outcome of the
geography, if the latter term is used in its full sense,
and not as denoting physical structure only.

OXFORD,
August, 1907.

PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDI TI ON

A FEW phrases have been modified because the lapse
of ten years since this book was written has rendered
the original wording no longer accurate; but otherwise
there is no change from the last edition.

OXFORD,
January, 1910.



CONTENTS

CHAP 1PAGE
_INTRODUCTORY. . . X

|| THE GENERAL NATURE OF GEOGRAPHICAL
INFLUENCES . . . . . . 1
[1l. FRONTIERS . . . . . . . 2
IV.TOWNS . . . . . . . . 3
V. NOMENCLATURE . . . . . . 19
VI. FALLACIESOF THEMAP. . . . . sl
VIl. SEA POWER IN PEACE AND WAR 75
VIIl. GEOGRAPHY IN WAR. . . . . . o
IX. OUTLINES OF EUROPE . . . . . 11
X. THE BRITISH ISLANDS . . . . . 1%
XL FRANCE . . O |7
XI1. THE SPANISH PENINSULA. . . . . 1
X1 ITALY. . . . 151
XIV. THE ALPINE PASES AND THEIR HISTORY . 202
XV.SWITZERLAND. . . . . . . . 219
XVI.THE RHINE-LAND. . . . . . . 28
XVIl. THE BALTIC REGION. . . . . . %
XVIIl. THE DANUBE BASIN. . . . s
XIX. THEATRES OF EUROPEAN WAR . . . . 24
XX. THE MEDITERRANEAN BASIN . . . . 75
XXL INDIA. . . . . . . ... oo
XXIl. AMERICA. . . . . . . . .

INDEX. . . . . . . . . . . 301






RELATIONS OF GEOGRAPHY
AND HISTORY

CHAPTERI
INTRODUCTORY

HISTORY is not intelligible without geography. This is
obvioudly true in the sense that the reader of history must
learn where are the frontiers of saes, where wars were
fought out, whither colonies were dispatched. It is equaly,
if less obvioudly, true that geographical facts very largely
influence the course of history. Even the constitutional
and social developments within a settled nation are scarcely
independent of them, since geographical position affects
the nature and extent of intercourse with other nations,
and therefore of the influence exerted by foreign ideas. Al
external relations, hostile and peaceful, are based largely on
geography, while industrial progress depends primarily,
though not exclusively, on matters described in every
geography book—the natural products of a country, and
the facilities which its structure dafords for trade, both
domestic and foreign.”

The present age, which has witnessed the practica
completion of the task of exploring the earth, which has
seen geology developed into a comprehensive science, and
evolution established as a least a tenable working hypothesis,
is in possession of the data which enable us to correlate
geography with other branches of knowledge. Its facts

GEORGE B
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being, pretty fully ascertained, inferences can reasonably
be deduced from them; and the nature and limits of the
power exercised by these facts in determining the course of
human history can be with some confidence stated. Geo-
graphy in fact has reached the stage a which it can be used
criticaly.

For this very reason, perhaps, it is difficult for us to
realize how recent a thing accurate geography redly is
Though learned men among the ancients were aware that
the earth is a sphere, the idea had gained no real hold on
mankind at the cdose of the Middle Ages. Even dfter the
discovery of America and of the route round the Cape,
the famous bull of Pope Alexander VI assigned all new
discoveries west of a given meridian to Spain, all esst of it
having been previoudy granted to Portugal, without pro*
viding for what was to happen when Spanish and Portuguese
should meet on the other sde of the globe. It istrue that
modern research has discovered traces of European™ having
reached America before Columbus, and of still more ancient
voyages round Africa: but it was only when the compass
had been invented that exploration could be systematic and
fruitful of results. Not until the telescope and other instru-
ments had been devised was it possible to make a reasonably
correct survey. Even with these scientific aids the work
went on but slowly. It is little over a century since the
English claimed, as discoverers, to take possesson of what
is now British Columbia; and the claim wes resisted by
Spain, on the ground that Spain, having first reached the
American shore of the Pacific, had acquired thereby a right
to the whole coagt. In the middle of the nineteenth century it
was adifficult and adventurous journey to cross the American
continent north of the United States, Then the map of
Africa was amogt a blank except on the coasts : the source
of the Nile was still unknown, the Niger was wrapt in amost
equal obscurity, and the Congo was unheard of, though of
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oourse the esuary was known to those who had sailed along
the coas Then less was known of the Alps than is now
known of the Andes. there were no talerable Alpine maps
except of a part of Switzerland. The exigence of the
Darid pass was the only fact about the Caucasus in the
leas degree familiar, and that probably to very few except
the learned, who might be aware that the Caucadan gates
as the passwas called by antiquity, had been usad for 2,000
years or more.  About the Himalayas little was known
beyond the names of a few great peeks The centre of
Audralia was utterly unexplored: New Guinea was a name,
and no more  Now, there is no extensve region anywhere
on the earth's surface, except at the poles of which the
general configuration is unknown, though there are ill
plenty of details to fill in.

It may safdy be asumed that whenever and wherever
civilization began to be real, men would begin to acquire
ome knowledge firg of the land they lived in, and by
deyess of othe lands adso. How dow ther progres was
may be bet sen from the writings of Herodotus, himsdf
a geat travdler and a diligent inquirer, though possbly
too credulous  Egyptian civilization had flourished then
for thousands of years; yet the account of the Nile which
he gives on Egyptian authority is correct only for a com-
parativdy short disance up, and then plunges into a priori
reasoning as to what ought to be in order that the Nile
and Danube may correspond.  About the Danube Herodotus
obvioudy had learned nothing, svethat it flowed generally
easgward aoross Europe, and that its mouth was in the Black
Sea. Practically nothing of Europe outsde the Mediterranean
basin, except sraps of information derived from Phoenician
traders, such as the fadt of the exigence of the British
idands, was known to the dasscal world till after the fall
of Carthage. Indeed it would be no great exaggeration to
sy that Caesar's conquest of Gaul was the firsd sep towards

B2
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the'Romans aobtaining a general idea of the configuration of
Europe. By that time the Cdtic peoples were in possession
of western Europe, and the Teutons had followed them, or
driven them out, as far as the neighbourhood of the Rhine.
How far westwards the Savs had advanced by that date,
we cannot even conjecture with any confidence

We have of course glimpsss, through etymology, through
investigation of primitive tombs and other remains of
human occupation, of a prior date of things. Fragments
of at leas one earlier race ill survive and there may have
been others before the Basques and the Finns. We know
also that successive waves of population flowed over Europe
from central Ada, and geography makes it certain what
thelr general route was The earliet records ssam to put
it out of the quetion that they can have passad through
Ada Minor. That is to sy, they came north of the Black
Seg, and then penerated into the centre of Europe, partly
by the Danube valley, partly by the plain of north Germany,
the Carpathians forming as it were the promontory which
divided the gream into two parts. There is no real doubt
that Cdts Teutons, and Savs entered Europe in this
manner; and there is fair ground for supposng that the
Graeco-Latin peoples bdonging in some snse to the
Cdtic wave, diverged to the south-wedt, before they would
have had the great dividing line of the Alps to encounter.
We cannot however affirm with anything like certainty that
all inhabitants reached Europe from this quarter. In fact
the probabilities seam to be decidedly the othe way, as
regards some at least of the peoples traceable in the Italian
and Spanish peninaulas at the first dawn of history.

Something more is discoverable about western  Asa,
where comparative civilization dates very far back, as far
probably as in Egypt. And modern archaeological investi-
gations tend to show the exigence of civilized mankind in the
eastern Mediterranean from a much earlier date than usd
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to be supposed, men of aprior race possibly to the Greek.
If they knew, which is highly improbable, anything of the
world outside the Mediterranean basin, they left no traces
of their knowledge behind. The Greek ignorance of what
lay beyond their own land, and the sea which carried their
trade, was tolerably complete. Anything like coherent
geographical knowledge, beyond these narrow limits, only
begins with Caesar's history, followed in the next century by
the Germanta of Tacitus and the geographica work of
Strabo, and later again by Pausanias.

It does not follow, because mankind until comparatively
recently were ignorant of geography, that their history was
not afected by it. On the contrary, the less they knew,
the more influence geography was likely to have over their
degtinies. A tribe or collection of tribes, once started on
a career of migration, would be guided in the direction
of their movement mainly by the natural festures of the
country they were passing through. They would skirt the
bese of a chain of mountains, or follow the seashore
indifferent where such a course led them, because ignorant
of al alike. We need dways to remember this, in attempt-
ing to edtimate the bearings of geography on history. If
we could imagine the possibility of mankind in generd
having known, throughout human history, what is now
known of the earth's surface, the course of that history
might have been very materially atered.

In Keith Johnston's school geography there are a series
of little pictures, showing what portions of the world were
a different ages more or less known. They are made to
look like bits of landscape seen through a break in dense
clouds, and the result is to give a very vivid impression of
the smdlness of the area known until very recently. In
one respect they exaggeraie the knowledge possessed, for
the true form of the land is given that it may be recognizable,
wheress in fact ancient maps distort very greatly the shapes
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and szes of the countries depicted. The Hereford Wappa
Mundi, a map of the late thirteenth century belonging to
Hereford Cathedral, is probably known to many, as it was
published with a little book of comment and explanation
thirty years ago. It comprehends all countries then supposd
to be known, and is probably a fair specimen of such pro-
ductions. The wonder however is not that such an amount
of digortion was possble, but that so much knowledge was
posesad before men had the compass to give accurate
direction, or ingruments for measuring.



CHAPTER I

THE GENERAL NATURE OF GEOGRAPHICAL
INFLUENCES

No one will deny, however firmly he inssts on believing
in free will, that the degtinies of men are very largely deter-
mined by their environment. Among the many influences
covered by this very wide modern phrase, the most obvious,
for mankind as a whole as distinguished from individuals,
are the geographical Climate determines what men's food
shal be, a any rate before extensve commerce has
been developed, and whether or not they need work hard
for a living. The physical features of the earth, seg
mountains, &c¢, go far to fix their occupations, and to
decide whether they are to live within reach of easy inter-
course with neighbours. The aspect of nature about them
colours, and to a certain extent suggests their idess and
beliefs. There are however other influences, perhaps too
numerous to ecify, which have aided in moulding the
destinies of mankind. Speculations as to what race means
are more or less futile, because verification is impossible,
but it is vain to deny that different peoples do exhibit
different characteristics, and these may or may not be due
to some original variation not explicable by known facts.
Geographical! influences certainly contributed much; there
were others, more or less numerous and important, which
lie outside the sphere of geography. The character of a given
race is the resultant of all these influences, operating paralldl,
or contrary, or in succession to one another: its history is
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till further complicated by being the reaultant of its contact,
hodile or friendly, with cther races each of which has its
own character.

Thus, in sdting forth the geographical influences which
have guided or modified higtory, it is necessary to guard
againg overdating their force The causss really operate,
but they are liable to be counteracted by other influences
all that can reasonably be said is that they tend to produce
the efect named, and that if that effect is not produced,
some reason mug be found other than geographical. These
generdlizations are however none the les valuable as
materials for forming a fair judgement as to the pas and
rational inferences asto the future. Thismay be illustrated
from the not incongruous fied of palitical economy. The
assumption underlying that sdence is that men will in
general wish to act in accordance with their material in-
terets Given that men dedre 0 to act, political economy
lays down rules for ther guidance, and points out the
conssquences, in the way of injury to such interests, result-
ing from disobeying them. Every one is aware that there
are many other sorings of human action. Men are governed
by their passons or their prgudices or sacrifice themsdves
from matives of benevolence, and s0 in many ways act
contrary to economic principles. No sane person however
would deny the truth of the condudons of political economy,
merely because its dictates do not in all cass prevail over
other motives. it auffices that they hold good in the long
run. The same thing is true in relation to geography. The
temperate zone, or rather a narrower zone within it, does
furnish the dimate best suited for the devdopment of the
human race, even though men of great vigour, mental and
bodily, are occasonally born in the tropics Fertile soil
and mineral wealth do favour material progress though
different peoples advance at very unequal rates  Mountains
do form natural lines of separation, even though here and
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there the same people are found on both sdes of a chain.
The sea does foster energy, and help in the general develop-
ment of wealth, even though some dwellers by the seashore
have not used their opportunities. The one necessary thing,
if we would use geography aright, is neither to ignore these
exceptions nor to mistake them for the rule.

It is plain that if we would understand the relations of
geography to history, we must begin our consideration
of geography by* looking at the physical features of the
earth, ignoring' historical divisons, and this for several
reasons.

1. Physical features are permanent, while frontiers vary.

2. They very largely govern the beginnings of history.

3. They affect the destinies of nations after they have
been formed.

4. 1t is only late in history that human labour can avail
to modify their influence, and at most this can only be done
to a small extent.

Names are of course written on the earth's surface by man,
and it is practically impossble to describe physical con-
formation without the use of them. It is however easy to
employ names of which the physical signification is perfectly
clear, though the warning is necessary that a given name
may bear, or have borne, a different meaning when used
politically.

1. The geologists might perhaps take exception to the
statement that physical features are permanent, snce his
science can point to periods when what now are mountain
ranges were below the sea. One event not extremely remote
in geological time has modified hisory enormousy—the*
formation of the draits of Dover, transforming England
from an outlying corner of the Continent into a separate
isand. For it is evident that the insular position of England
has contributed largely towards her unique status in the
world, and so towards the settlement of north America and
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Australia by men chiefly of English race, and imbued with
English ideas* Moreover the same subsidence of the land
which formed the British Islands richly endowed them with
another essential condition for a great maritime state. The
western portion of the region being mountainous, what had
been the valleys formed when submerged many deep inlets
into the coast, which afford numerous and commodious
harbours. Geological changes however in general work
very slowly; there has been hardly time, since thefirst dawn
of history, for gradual changes to work to any perceptible
extent. A harbour here and there has silted up; the sea
has receded or encroached along a few grips of coast; a few
coral idands have emerged from the ocean. Thereisjust
enough to remind us that the earth we inhabit is under-
going, though at an infinitely dower rate, physical changes
not altogether unlike those which in animals and plants we
call life. It isa matter of dispute whether or not any great
changes were wrought, in earlier geological periods,in amore
rapid and violent manner. Certainly nothing of the kind
has happened in historical times, except on a very small
scale.  One or two rivers have changed their course; afew
square miles here and there have been desolated by a volcanic
eruption or by a landdip. The greatest change of this kind
that Europe has witnessed since history began is the con-
version of the Zuyder Zee, once an inland lagoon, into an
arm of the ssa.  This added to the facilities for maritime
development which Holland possessed ; but it did not
create them, and therefore is of little historical moment.
One cannot of course say that such events are impossble.
A volcanic eruption on the scale of that of Krakatau, not
many years ago, would suffice to destroy the greatest city in
the world. Such a disaser to Rome or Constantinople
in the past, to London or Paris in modern times, would
have changed incalculably the whole course of history. Our
knowledge however enables the experts to say that such
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eruptions are mog improbable except in certain localities,
and at any rate they have involved, within higorical memory,
no catasrophe greater than the destruction of Herculaneum
and Pompeii, unless it be the recent disaster in Martinique
and . Vincent.! For historical purposss at lesst, we are
judtified in saying that the physcal features of the earth
undergo no change of which account need be taken.

2. In the beginnings of human higory, before much of
the earth was peopled, the movement of nomad tribes mug
have been determined almogt entirely by the natural features
of the country. Totally ignorant of everything that was not
before their eyes they would have no mative for attempting
to overcome obstades for the sake of reaching what lay
beyond. Accident or caprice might lead them to do 0
occadonally, but in general they would take the esdest
direction in which to move It is cbvioudy smpler to sKirt
the base of a chain of mountains rather than to cross them.
Fens are practically impassable obstades, virgin foreds are
usually difficult to penetrate, and always bewildering. Rivers
on the other hand are usful guides and afford the essest
of routes assuming the posession of anything like boats
Smilarly it is easy to make a way along the see-coedt, and
impossble to be log while the s is in dght.  Such con-
Sderations are so dbvious that they may fairly be assumed to
hold good of the movements of primitive man, though of
oourse there can be no postive knowledge on the subject.

The ddfinite evidence which we posss as to the pre
higoric races in Europe, derived from the discovery in
various places of human remains dating from a very remote
pad, is scanty in itsdf, and can only be conjecturally inter-

! Earthquakes have of course done very serious mischief from time
to time, but they do not change the face of the earth. Indeed their
destructiveness condsts usually in ruining the previous works of man,
by throwing down buildings, or causing fires, as at San Francisco
in 1906.
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preed. We know in this way of the exigence in sundry
localities of cave-dweling men, virtually mere savages and
there is a far presumption that they were widespread.
These however, whether they did or did not gradually
develop some kind of civilization for themsdves, disappeared
before other races higher in the scale of progress and little
more can be said to be known of them than the fact that
they existed/ The earlies people who come in any snse
within the ken of higory were civilized enough to have fixed
dwdlings to keep cattle, and cultivate the soil more or less
Hencether stlementswould be mainly in the open country,
which afforded pasture and room for tillage, largely along the
coeds and river banks which would supply fish, besdes
facilities for such locomotion as they needed. Under such
conditions the forests would be penetrated only so far as the
pursuit of game might require, the fens and the mountains
hardly at all.

Again, we can only conjecturewhat led the early inhabitants
to move ever westwards till they reached the Atlantic. It
may have bemn the pressure of a new wave of migration into
Europe from western Asa. It may have been merdy the
growth of population. One way or ancther Europe came to
be inhabited, in the loose way appropriate to comparative
barbariam. When the era of conques began, ample occason
aroxe for the exploration of regions hitherto left without
inhabitants  When a new race came to digposess prior
inhabitants by force, the latter had to exgpe somewhere or
perish. I they could smply migrate, no doubt they did o,
as the Cdts apparently did before the oncoming Teutons,
and earlier races before the Cdts  Otherwise the hill
regions, and the fens also, became places of refuge for
the digpossessd tribes, where their enemies could not
eadly reach them, and had no mative to try, unles it
wee race hatred. If the presure of the invaders was
svae the fugitives would penetrate degper and desper
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into the recesses of the great mountain chains and discover
ways aoross them, perhapsto find unoccupied valleys beyond,
perhaps to encounter fresh enemies  In this way, while the
mountain ridges large and small, would in general be the
natural and obvious barriers between adjacent tribes, ex-
oeptions might eesly arise, whereby both ddes of a ridge
were occupied by the same people.

As time went on, as men grew less savage and more
stled, and learned to live within reach of one another
without perpetual war, there would arise a need for recog-
nized boundaries betwean tribes, or between aggregates of
tribes that were making the fird deps towards a larger
union. Geographical facts doubtless in most cases deer-
mined thee A mountain chain, or a marshy inlet from
the s, or a bdt of dene foredt, did in fact lie between
one and ancther, and would become the formal boundary,
as having bemn the actual barrier sgparating ther original
haunts By dow degress they might find ways across and
begin to buy and sdl with their neighbours until definite
routes came to be wdl known and more or less frequented.
In the absnce of any means for accuratdy determining
directions or measuring disances there could be nothing
like a dear notion of the geography of any region as a
whole A vague knowledge such as this can be traced as
early as the firg faint dawn of higory, and may wel have
exiged long before

The evidence is of course ample that geography did in
fact operate in the way that a priori reasoning would
ugoedt, to make the natural barriers into political frontiers,
though not without exceptions’ The evidence is equally
condusve that rivers acted in the opposte manner. Before
artificial roads came to be congructed, rivers were the best
of highways They facilitated rather than impeded com-
munication between the inhabitants of the opposte banks
Hence the tendency is for a given tribe or st of tribes to
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occupy the whole basin of a navigable river, not the right or
left banfcpnly, while obvioudy the amaller greams offer no
srious obgade to a rude people

3. The chief modes in which geography affects the
degtinies of edablished nations are through the possesson
of a sacoag with satifactory harbours, and through the
protecting or isolating influence of mountain frontiers
Both of these topics are of auffidently widespread impor-
tance to be disused sgaratdy in subssquent chapters
Other paints, such as the refuge afforded by hill regions
to beaten peoples that will not submit to a conqueror, are
mentioned in connexion with the countries where such
things have happened. Others are merdly the continuation
and devdopment of what had been operating in pre-historic
times, as when navigable rivers became regular arteries of
commerce.  In some casss all that we can say with certainty
is that given geographical conditions were favourable to
given political devdopments, whether they caused them
or not. For ingance the geographical formation of Greece,
both the mainland cut up by mountains into many small
sections, and ill more the numerous small idands, mug have
favoured the devdopment of separate city sates It would
however be unreasonable to argue that these geographical
conditions suggested the idea, which in fact is common to
the whole Graeco-Latin race. So again it has been said
that the long political predominance of feudal arigocracy
was only possble in fairly levd countries This is s far
true that their military grength could only be effectivdy
exerted in regions fit for mailed horsamen to fight in. It
would however be prepogerous to attribute the origin of
feudalism to the influence of the plains. One has never
heard that the Mongols, who were all horsemen and came
off the boundless geppes devdoped any feuda ideas or
even the less barbarous Cossacks of later ages

4, If geographical conditions influence higory, it is
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equally true that higory, or rather human action of which
higory is the record, affedts geography. The natural
barriers, which once kept peoples inexorably apart, are
rendered comparatively inoperative by human labour. The
civilizing value of roads has been drongly fet ever dnce
the days of the Roman empire, when the golden milestone,
whence disances were measured into every remote pro-
vince, seamead to symboalize the dominion of a power that
for centralizing authority has scarcdy had a paralld. As
engineering kill and appliances have improved, the influence
of roads has grown greater. Great mountain chains are
now cosed by roads even penerated by tunnds so that
ther sparating efet amog vanishes ther protecting
value as frontiers is greatly modified. Spain is far behind
mogt European countries in the number of her railways and
in the quality of her roads. Yet probably enough has bean
done to render ancther Peninsular war impossble An-
other Wellington could not base his whole sysem of defence
on the extreme downess with which his sgpparate enamies
could communicate, and the imposshility of their kesping
vag numbers concentrated. Marshes too have been drained,
whereby not only the amount of fertile and habitable land
has been increased, but also thelr importance as a protection
or otherwise has disappeared. The fens no longer shut off
Eag Anglia from central England. The vad region of the
Pink marshes protected a great part of Russa in 1812;
if a new Napoleon invaded Russa now, he would not have
his operations limited to a portion of the wetern frontier.
The dearing of forests ssms to have permanently affected
climate in many regions. The congruction of harbour works,
beddes assging commerce has modified the geographical
conditions under which maritime war is waged. The Kiel
cana greatly increasss the practical naval srength of
Germany, by rendering it possble to move ships sscurdy
between the Baltic and the North Seq, ingead of ther being
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compeled to make the dircuit of Jutland and pass through
the Sound under the guns of a foreign, perhaps hodile,
power. The cutting of the ighmus of Suez has amog
revolutionized one-half of ocean commerce, and has modified
profoundly many political conditions which depend on geo-
graphical facts But for the Suez canal, England might,
in view of the great improvement in gesd of ocean voyages
have been content with the Cape route to India for all
purposs except passnge traffic. As it is she has been
compdled to retain a hold on Egypt; and the whole balance
of power in the Mediterranean, the geographical conditions
affecting possble war in that sea, are deeply affected thereby.
Analogous results will obvioudy fdlow from the cutting
of the ighmus of Panama, whenever the Americans complete,
as how s=Ems probable, the canal long ago projected.

One other such shame, the congruction of a tunnd under
the Straits of Dover, would open the possbility of enormous
political consequences if it were ever carried into effect.
But it is scarcdy concdvable that England should barter her
insular security for any such advantages as a tunnd might
afford.

Some few of thexe works, uch as the St. Gotthard tunnd
and the Quez canal, doreally curtail digances to be traversd,
but mog of them only facilitate locomation of various kinds.
It is only metaphorically that the world is made smaller by
the vagly increased gpead of communication due to steam,
and to the rapid improvement in machinery which has taken
place of late years For practica purposss however the
metaphor holds good, and mogt congpicuoudy of all in war.
When Napoleon came back from Elba, and the European
powers, assambled in congress at Vienna, agread that each
should snd its contingent for combined hodilities againg
him, all of them had troops more or less completdy ready
for war, and no great ddlay was expected in setting them in
mation. Neverthdess it was calculated that no Rusian foroes
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could appear on the frontier of France until at least three
months had dapsed, which was perfectly reasonable con-
sdering the digance. From the Niemen to the nearegt point
of French son is about 900 miles in a direct ling, and the
Russians would necessarily have had a much grester average
digance to traverse marching every ¢ep of the way. Now
an army that kegps up for a long time an average of ten
miles a day does extremely well; it marches of course nearly
half as much again on an ordinary day, but there mug be
many days of res, of waiting for supplies of ddays through
weather and other acddents interposed in a march lagting
for months All this is completdy changed by the intro-
duction of railways Could the same conditions recur,
Russan troops might be conveyed into France, provided
that there were trains available to carry them, in fewer
hours than the sdldiers of Tzar Alexander | would have
taken days to march the same digance Words are not
necessary to point out how enormoudy this increase in gpead
of locomotion affects all military calculations.

The same influences work for peace, and for human
happiness generally, even while they visbly render possble
war on an eve larger sale  Facilities for trangport of
goods render nations more habitually dependent on one
another, and therefore less willing to procesd to extremities
in caxe of a quarrd. Smilarly they diminish the chances
of auffering through famine and analogous calamities The
eader and quicker the task of conveying food to a didrict
whose own aupplies have failed, the les likey it is that
the failure will be crudly fdt. The soone assidance can
be snt when a great inundation has occurred, the fewer
Will be the victims. It is not to be denied that there are
drawbacks to all thee fadlities but on the whole the
balance of advantage is much in favour of them.

Much the same condderations apply to the ill more
rapid trangmisson of information by means of the telegraph.

GEORGE C
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Of its value and usfulness in time of peace nothing need
be said*;.but on the cthe hand it renders possble most
of the gambling which accompanies international trade.
It may however be worth while to point out the essntia
difference it makes in the conduct of war. In former
times the commander-in-chief in an extensve thegtre of
operations could only calculate—he could never know—the
exact date of things. Reports from a digant corps took
perhaps twenty-four hours to arrive; orders based on them
required the same time for ddivery. In the interval the
enemy's movements might have changed the whole face
of events By the aid of the tdegraph a general can now
know exactly where each of his subordinates is, and all that
they know at the moment, and can transmit his orders
ingantaneoudy ; an accuracy of combined movementsis now
fairly easy which wasliterally impossble without the tdegraph.
The precison of Von Moltke€s drategy in 1870 is mogt
justly admired, but he had at his command an insrument
which no other commander had ever widded. The genera
dfedt of this as of mog such advances in the machinery
of civilization, is to grengthen the srong, and diminish the
chances of the wesker dde though not quite uniformly.
Napoleon's brilliant defence when the Allies invaded France
in 1814 was basd on the fact that they were advancing
in two widdy separated massss while he occupied a central
position, and could therfore drike at them aternatdy. In
this way his very inferior forces were made effectual to keep
his enemies at bay for some time; and the advantage of
" interior lines which he posessed is dbvioudy indestruc-
tible, being founded on mathematical principles It is
however certain that Napoleon's ressance could have been
much more rapidly crushed if Blucher and Schwarzenberg
had been in indantaneous communication with one ancther,
ingead of a day or two apart.

It would perhaps be too much to sy that these reaults
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of human action in modifying geography are an unmixed
good; but at any rate they are all the work of advancing
civilization and greater efficiency of human labour. [In-
dances of an opposite kind ae not far to sek. Asia
Minor once had many rich and flourishing cities in the
coadt regions, and much prosperity inland: and Syria was
in somewhat the same condition. Since the Seljuk Turks
overran western Asia, all this prosperity hes disappeared.
Cyprus, formerly a garden, has shared the same fate. The
northern coast of Africa once contained a great seet of
empire, and afterwards furnished vast quantities of corn to
feed Rome under the Caesars.  Its devastation was begun
by the Vandals, carried on by the Arabs, and the mischief
hes only partially been repaired within the French dominions,
but nowhere dse.  Another Carthage is under present con-
ditionsimpossible.

Rea as are al these modes in which human action has
modified the influence of geography, they are obvioudy
but trifles in comparison with the natural forces which
they to a dlight extent counteract. The Alps have logt
their mystery, but they still form a barrier which must be
crossed; they afect the convenience of every travdler,
the cost of every parcel of goods, conveyed into or out
of the basin of the Po. Civilized enterprise may sesk
out new localities in which valuable products can be made
to grow; but the steady working of the great natural forces
still determines climate, with all its boundless effects on
human history. Man may drain and plant, redeeming
a little space here and there from barrenness or from
malaria: but all he hes done or ever can do is infinitesimal
besde the influence of the Gulf Stream, which is only one
small fraction of the world's system of ocean currents.



CHAPTERI I

FRONTIERS

THE nature of itsfrontiers has so important an influence
on the history of a date that it is worth while to discuss
separatedly the different kinds of frontier.

Of sarcoads very little need be said: they admit of no
variations and present no problems. They give a people
some opportunity, greater or less according to the number
and character of the harbours, of becoming maritime and
commerciad. Races differ immensely as to the extent to
which they utilize such opportunities, but at the least there
will aways be fishing and coasting trade, rendering one
section of the population hardy and daring.

Of land frontiers, those which geography would seect
are mountain chains and other natural fegtures interposing
a serious barrier to intercourse.  In the ages when tribes
were migratory, either before the earth was peopled, or
when successve waves followed each upon its predecessor,
the new-comers seeking to destroy or digpossess the prior
inhabitants, these mountain chains determined the direction
of their movements. Kindred tribes that went one to the
right, another to the left, of such an obstacle, had their
destinies permanently affected by the choice. When they
became stationary, the barrier still operated to keep them
apart. Such frontiers are formed in Europe by the Pyrenees,
the Alps, the Carpathians, and in a lesser degree by other
mountain chains.  In process of time mankind settled
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down to permanent occupation of territory; and then the
mountains which had been obgades dividing races tended
to become permanent frontiers. Circumdances might and
did ooccur which left the same people in possssson on both
ddes of a mountain chain, but the more obvioudy natural
thing was that its cres should form the actual boundary
line. Higorically it becomes of real importance whether
this is the ca or not, and also, if it is 0, what is the
character of the mountain chain.

Whatever their sze or formation, mountains necessarily
condtitute an impediment to peaceful intercourse. Travelling
acoss them without the aid of good roads is_laborious,
possbly dangerous.Even the excdlent roads which now
traverse the Alpine pases even the tunnds which pierce
ome of them, only afffice to diminish the trouble and
expense. Military expeditions aross a mountain range
if the summit ridge be not the frontier line held by the
enamy, involve no more than a vas accumulation of ordinary
traffic.  For all purposes mountain roads cod more time to
traverse than an equal digance of levd ground; and if, as
is probable in war, the whole has to be conveyed by one or
two roads the dday involved will be condgderable  Thus if
A and B be two contiguous gates sgparated by a mountain
chain, and A hads the reverse dope of the mountains down
to the open country, A will necessarily have the disadvan-
tage in invading 2?, of trangporting all supplies across an
obstacle and if the army be compdled to retreat, the risk
of dissder before it can recross the mountains will be
greater than if no such obsade exiged. These, however,
are but anall drawbacks to ¢ againg immense advantages
A is perfectly ssaure againg invason by £, originally or
as a counter-groke; A'S armies can be massd behind
the mountain sreen, and can be conveyed to the other
sde without committing an act of war. B isin permanent
danger of invadon, should there be unfriendly réations
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between the two powers, and can take no specific steps to
ward off attack short of actual hostilities. The exact converse
would of course hold good, if B held A's dope of the inter-
vening chain, assuming that the geography were alike on
both sdes. As a matter of fact, however, this is rardy
the case; mountains are generally steegper on one sde than
onthe other; the level of the plain country on each sde may
not be the same; the valleys which descend from them will
be longer or shorter according to these conditions. The
chain may or may not be fairly straight; if it is curved, the
lateral valleys will probably converge on the concave side.
The ridges which separate the lateral valleys may be straight
or curved, low enough to permit of essy lateral communica-
tion across them, or high enough to isolate each valley.
No two mountain chains are alike in these respects. what
is true of one, as to the modes in which military operations
can be conducted across it, holds good of another only in
the most general way, not in detail.

A single instance will make this abundantly clear. -The
frontier between France and Italy runs along the crest of
the western Alps, with some insignificant variations in
detail. The distance across, from fairly open country
on one sSde to similar country on the other, is from
forty to sixty miles according to the route chosen, and
there are severd available.  Only a portion of this distance
is more laborious to traverse than ordinary country not
absolutely level. The existence of the Mont Cenis tunnel
moreover would greatly facilitate transport by one of the
dternative routes. Thus if either France or Italy held
the exits of the passes on the other side of the Alps, it
could prepare an attack on its neighbour with no drawback
except that of having some thirty or forty miles of the line or
linesby which itsforces are moved and supplied more difficult
than the average. This drawback is trifling compared to the
advantage of being perfectly secure against a counter-stroke.
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The geography of the region, however, would make it an
enormoudly grester gain for France to hold the eastern
dopes of the Alps than for Italy to hold the western.
All the routes into Italy, as the map shows, converge
more or less on Turin. French invading forces could
therefore be conveyed into Italy by various routes, and
would have the maximum of facility for concentrating
and co-operating beyond the mountains. The converse
would obviousy be the cese if Italian armies invaded
France. The results of this geographical formation can
no doubt be put the other way. The Italians would
know for certain that they must station their defending
army somewhere near Turin: the French would have to
wait until they learned by what route or routes the invasion
was coming. This, however, with the modern facilities for
transmitting information and for moving by rail, would be
but a trifling disadvantage to France, compared with the
Italians' difficulty of getting the sections of their invading
force into communication with each other, or the dternative
course of using a single route.

It is a standing menace to the peace of the world, if
a nation which is permanently stronger than its neighbour,
and is aggressive in its policy, happens to possess dso this
advantage of holding the reverse dope of the mountains
wirich the between them.Apart from this, however, on
genera principles of equity, it is desrable that the natura
frontier, which the crest of a mountain chain supplies,
should be adopted politically. The conformation may be
more advantageous to one dde or the other in cae of
hostilities: one or the other may rind it necessary, or
deem it worth while, to protect itself by artificia fortifi-
cations. Again, changes in the art of war, and other
incidents of material progress, such as the construction
of roads and railways, dter the conditions from age to
age. All these are however matters of detail, more or
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less important according to circumstances. They do not
afect the general principle, which clearly pronounces no
mountain frontier fair to both sdes, which does not at
least approximately follow the crest. Geographical theory
is on this point in pefect accord with the permanent
interests of mankind.

What hes been said so far about mountain frontiers
proceeds, as will be seen, on the tacit assumption that
the chain is one like the Alps, passsble with reasonable
facility at various points, though by no means everywhere.
If it is practically impasssble no question arises; the
amount of influence that could be exerted on a campaign
by the small handful of men who might cross a realy lofty
chain, such, for instance, as the portion of the Alps between
the Great St. Bernard and the Simplon, is a quanttte
nigligeable. So too the amount of peaceful traffic across
such a chain may be ignored: here and there under specid
circumstances there will be a little, but it is not worth
reckoning in the total of national trade.

There are, however, other types of mountain chains
besdes the Alps, though people in generd are apt to be
entirely ignorant both of the facts and of the inferences
to which they lead. Some are not single ranges at all, at
least for practical purposes. A single line of watershed
may no doubt adways be traced ; but the lateral valeys
are extremely long, or run nearly paralel to the axis of
the chain, so that the ridges separating them have to
be crossed.  From the point of view of human passage,
peaceful or military, they become wide strips of mountain
land. The difficulties inherent in crossing any mountains
are indefinitely prolonged, and therefore rendered much
harder to overcome. Again, the grester the height above
s level, the greater on the average will the strictly physical
obstacles be, though exceptions may befound. The greater
dso will be the climatic difficulties, such as the effects of
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cold on travellers, and the total blocking of routes during
a part of the year by snow. On the other hand, mountain
regions of less elevation would be inhabited: and if the
inhabitants ress the passage of an army, they have oppor-
tunities not merely in proportion to the disance to be
traversed, but in an increasing ratio. If it requires a given
number of men to guard the route of an army across a
mountain chain twenty-five miles wide from plain to plain,
it would probably take eight or ten times as many to hold
100 miles.

It follows that when a belt of mountain country is very
wide it may operate, as a frontier, very much as if it were
extremely high. Communication may be so difficult as to
render it virtually impossible to conduct a military expedition
across it, at any rate if that expedition is to be permanently
supported from the other sde of the mountains. Artificial
means may of course be used to diminish the difficulties.
Properly-made roads, or in modern days railways, greatly
accelerate the pace at which the passage can be made, and
sorender the barrier nolonger one of a prohibitive character.
Hill tribes may be disarmed, or possibly reduced to willing
obedience, in which case the frontier of the power which has
accomplished the task is to all intents and purposes pushed
forward to the farther sde of the mountains. The physical
difficulties however ill remain: it becomes a question in
each caze whether they are sufficiently great to render it
imprudent to hold an outlet on the farther sde, in face of a
posshle enemy. The Suleiman mountains, on the north-
western frontier of India, afford an illustration. During a
great part of their length they are high enough, and the
mountain belt wide enough, to form a real barrier—not
impassable indeed, but practically sufficient. And though
there are two well-known passes through them, yet neither
of these comes into the same category as the Alpine passes.
The Bolan by its length, and by the waterless character of
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most of the region traversed, is a natural obstacle of avery
serious kind; and the Khaibar, though physicaly easer,
pessss through a wide bt of country inhabited by warlike
hill tribes, passonately hostile to foreign intrusion. Of this
frontier more will be said in a later chapter, and especidly of
the Khaibar pass, which has been in all ages the main route
out of central Asiainto India.

There is yet another type of mountain frontier that is no
protection at all, but rather an embarrassment—a chain of
hills which can be crossed practically anywhere, so far as
physical difficulties are concerned. Of course a sort of
natural selection operates in such cases  Roads are made
over the passes which afford the essiest gradients, or in the
directions which most conveniently connect important places.
Then the other routes are neglected, and with good reason:
for a made road makes a vag difference in the facilities
of wheded trafic. In war, especidly, heavy vehicles for
transport, which are essentid under modern conditions,
practically must have roads: it pays better to wait while
aroad is cut than to attempt to convey them without one.
Nevertheess, the natural passes can be used for the passage
of actual troops of all kinds, and for such supplies as are
necessary for a short time, provided that they are conveyed
by pack animds or light vehicles. Over such a frontier
invasion can be made anywhere: the only limitation on the
invader's choice is that he must so plan his movements as
to saze without much deay one or more of the routes
provided with good roads. The enemy may watch all
points, but he cannot guard all adequately: he must resign
himself to being invaded as easily as if the frontier were an
artificial line. Indeed, he is hampered by the fact that
troops posted to guard any pass that is not attacked must
retreat, perhaps a long distance, down the lateral valley
leading to it, and run the risk of being cut off while thus
isolated. On the same principle as before, such a chain of
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hills is an obvioudy ressonable and convenient line to
adopt as a frontier, from the point of view of present
expediency. It is of course not so likely to be a real
dividing line between races and languages as a les
accesshle range. That is to say, its natural tendency
to save as a barrier in the beginnings of human history
is more likely to have been obliterated, in the course of
time, by the many causes which tend to overule the
dictates of geography.

Another natural feature which in the modern world hes
come into occasiona use as a frontier between ddes is a
river. Historically, or rather pre-historically, when mankind
were in the migratory stage, rivers sarved the opposite pur-
pose. They saved as guides for moving tribes leadiag
them in the direction where there were leasl obstaclefc-to
theft advance, to regions which were probably level and
fertile.  They were convenient highways: it is obvioudy
esser to convey heavy loads in a boat than by beasts of
burden. Thus dso they facilitated intercourse between
opposite banks, so that as a generd rule both ddes of
a river were peopled by the same race indead of its
being a barier keeping aien races gpart. Instances are'
too numerous to quote; the best illustration perhaps is
fnrnishfri by the Danube. Its whole upper basin is occupied
by Germans though not politically one, down to where it
peses between the extremity of the Carpathians and the
essernmost spur of the Alps and the political frontier
betweenGermany and Austria crossss the Danube, nowhere
runnings along it. Again, its lower basin, from Presburg
to Orsova, is inhabited amost entirdly by Savs though
Magyars form the dominant ement in some portion of it.
Only a the lower end of its course do we find people of
different race on its opposite banks.

For reasons of convenience dreams large and small were
no doubt used from the firgt as boundary lines for property,
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between the lands occupied by two adjacent tribes or
families. As soon as ownership began, means of marking
boundaries were required, in order to avoid quarrels between
neighbours. And some of these might in time, through
conquests or migrations, through the gradual formation of
aggregated political units among peoples of the same stock
(as can be traced in severa countries), have become political
boundaries also. This process would of course tend to
obliterate the earlier influence of rivers as common high-
ways: but it was not till large kingdoms had been formed
that rivers were deemed natural frontiers,

When modern history began, wars were waged mainly for
the personal or dynastic ambition of sovereigns, and no
account whatever was taken of the fedings of their people.
After a successful war the victor annexed territory, whatever
under the circumstances the vanquished would cede If
it wes the whole of a province, as for instance when
Louis XIV compelled Spain to cede Franche Comte,
existing boundaries merely changed their sgnificance. If,
as was more commonly the case, conquest was done piece-
meal, then the lately contending parties had to sdect some
line of delimitation. It was obviously most convenient to
take one marked by something recognizable, natural or
possibly artificial: inthe absence of accurate surveys nothing
dse was redly feasble. One of the earliest and most famous
of such delimitations was made in the treaty of Wedmore
in 879, when Alfred agreed that the Danes should retain
possesson of England north and est of the line formed by
the great Roman road of Watling Street.

The development of the modern art of war is largely
responsible for rivers becoming frontiers. To cross a river
in face of a tolerably equal enemy is not so difficult as it
might seem, if the assailant has boats or means of con-
structing a bridge. He can dways distract the attention of
the enemy by feints at many points, and sooner or later
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size a passsge. And if he has the immediate superiority
of strength without which an invasion is a mere raid, he can
secure his footing on the further bank by seizing some place
possessing a permanent bridge, or by fortifying a tete de pont
to protect his own military bridges. Even then, however, it
is a matter of great delay and some risk transferring all the
necessry impedimenta of a modern army over a single
bridge, or even severd laid close together. Invasion across
a river of any Sze is a somewhat more serious task than
Crossing an artificial line; but experience goes far to prove
that the difficil ty lies not in the first crossing, but in the
subsequent working.  There is dways here a weak spot in
the line of communication of the invading army, not only
inviting attack by the enemy, but exposed to naturd
interruption. When Napoleon marched to Viennain 1809,
he found himself face to face with the Austrians across the
Danube, the permanent bridges being destroyed. His first
effort to cross by the isle of Lobau, just below Vienna,
failed disastroudy in spite of the topography being decidedly
favourable to his enterprise.  This was because, when the
Austrians were barely able to hold in check the forces sent
to gain a footing on the northern bank, the bridges into
Lobau from the southern bank broke down, and Napoleon
was unable to send reinforcements. The Danube had
risen in flood with the spring melting of the Alpine snows
and carried away the bridges. It was not until after severd
weeks of dday that Napoleon, with all the resources of the
Vienna arsend at his command, could master the Danube.
This is rather an exceptional case, but it sarves to illustrate
the possibilities which a river frontier offers* And since the
same is true for both sdes, it is obvious that each will have
some little protection againgt the other through adopting the
river as a boundary line between them. .

The grester and wider the river, the gregter is the
protection afforded, till ulitimately it is a more formidable
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obgtade than the s itsdf, snce vesds far trangport cannot
in general be 0 readily accumulated. For ingance, it may
be doubted whether any army whatever, much les one
coming from beyond the Suleéiman mountains, could force
a passae of the Indus in face of a British army defending
India. European rivers are of course on a much-amaller
scale they can be aosad, but ill they present a real
obdade So long as matives of military convenience were
predominant, they tended to be adopted as frontiers. The
modern tendency is towards conddering, or at least profess
ing to congder, national affinities in re-sttling boundaries
The lag great cesson of territory in Europe deprived
France of its piece of territory bordering on the Rhing,
and regored to Germany a didrict German in race and
language. Indeed, the fact that at presst s few lengths
of river in Europe are palitical frontiers is in itsdf evidence
in favour of the geographical view, that a river is not
a natural barrier between races

Many frontiers are artificial, and cannot appeal to
geography as judifying them, or the reveese Some are
artificial in the drictest snse of the word. The boundary
line between the United Sates and Canada, westward from
the great lakes is the 49th paralld of latitude. Similar
lines have been adopted in deimiting the African posses
dons or gheaes of influence of sundry European powers
and in dividing from one ancther some of the Audralian
cooniess  Many in Europe have some explanation in
topography: this or that portion has been made to run
along some dream or chain of hills or coinddes with the
limits of some andent township or feudal domain. This,
however, is not enough to give them a geographical raison
d'etre they exig because it has been 0 arranged, and
there is no more to be said. Even if a frontier as drawn
leaves some inhabitants under the government of an alien
race, geography will be dow to condemn it. It will, at any
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rate, demand evidence that any other line will not involve
an equa amount of prima facie injustice. There is dways
some admixture of races along the line which separates two
peoples. Geography may well despair of drawing any
frontier that will honestly satify ethnology, and must
therefore let politics settle the question.

On all frontiers the contiguous nations tend to construct
fortresses, by way of strengthening their defence. Where
the frontier condgsts of a mountain chain, the fortresses may
with advantage be placed at some distance down, S0 as to
guard the egress from more than one lateral valley, though
this is by no means adways possible. This of course does
not preclude fortifications on a small scde on or close to
the frontier line, but these will be merely subsidiary, for
a reason aready suggested—the impossibility of defending
the whole of a long line, while the enemy can choose his
points of attack. Where the frontier is open, the exact
position of a fortress will be determined by a variety of
considerations, of which the topographical conditions are
the most obvious. In modern times the importance of
enclosing in a fortress a great railway junction would
probably be deemed paramount, especialy as with the long
range of modern artillery a large area must be included
within the fortified ring. All however are meant to save
a double purpose, directly to stop the invaders on one or
more routes, and to threaten his flank if he advances by
others, thereby compelling him to detach a force in order to
besege or blockade the place.

Fortifications destined to protect an artificia frontier will
of course vary considerably, according to the topographical
conditions, and little need be said of them as involving
geographical principles. There are however distinct types
of frontier defences and the methods adopted by France
and Germany to defend the line of their common frontier may
aptly serve as an illustration. Both have the same end in
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view, to render an attack as dangerous as possible to the
enemy, but they st about it in very dissmilar ways. The
length is about 200 miles: of this one-quarter lies along
the crest of the Vosges mountains, a perfectly definite
geographical feature, though passable in many places: the
rest is altogether arbitrary, so far as physical conformation
goes.

The French have fortified the whole line, not of course
on the actual boundary, but a little way behind it: they
claim to be ale to cross the fire of heavy guns at any
point, except where they have ddiberately left a gap
north of Epinal Such a barrier can only be pierced by a
direct attack in front, since it obviously cannot be turned
without entering on Belgian territory to the north or Swiss
to the south, both of which dates are permanently neutral.
The French theory is that a direct attack would inevitably
fail, in view of the modern improvements in the art of
destruction: at any rate it would involve enormous losses
such as no army could be expected to face The wesk
point of it is that a very great number of troops are required
to man aline 200 miles long, opposite any point of which
the enemy can accumulate vagt forces. A successful attack
would obviousy make a disastrous breach in the front line;
could the French have sufficient forces in their second line
to prevent this disaster from being overwhelming? The
opinion of most critics, a the time when the French
defences were planned, wes that the Germans could
certainly succeed if they were willing to face the heavy
cogt of the first assault. Nearly the whole of the French
active army would have been needed adeguately to man
the lines ; and as such an attack would necessarily take
plece, if a all, a the outbreak of hosgtilities, their reserves
could not yet be in the field. The range of firearms has
since then been vadtly extended: and the experience of the
war in south Africa ssems to show that far smaler numbers
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will in consequence auffice for holding a well-fortified pos-
tion. Whether this devdopment in the art of war will avail
to judify the origina French scheme is a question which
one hopes will not be answered by experiment.

The Germans st to work on a totally different principle.
They posess two fortreses Metz and Strasburg® which
have in past ages frequently been bones of contention be-
tween France and Germany. Metz is some thirty milesfrom
the northern or Begian end of the frontier line, Srassourg
is about halfway from Metz to the southern or Swiss end.
Each of thexe is able to receive within the outer ring of its
fortifications an amos unlimited number of troops. The
railways run esswards from both, connected at a condder-
able digance back from the frontier. By thee great masses
of men may be concentrated in ether or both, or shifted
from one to the other, without the enemy knowing what is
going on. The French are liable to an attack in great force
out of ether, with little chance of ascertaining from which
quarter it will come  If the French try to invade, they can-
not move forward a sep without placing before both Srass
burg and Metz armies afffident to hold in check any
German force that might possbly issue from them. Other-
wie not only may a counter-invason be attempted, but
aw they can be attacked in flank and rear as soon as they
have advanced a short digance  Forces large enough to
mask effectually Metz and Strassburg would make 0 great
a deduction from the French adtive army that there would
be little left for a forward move at the outbreak of hodtili-
ties If then the French mug remain on the defendve till
ome a least of ther ressrves are ready for the fidd, the
Germans have time to drike the firg blow.

Both ddes have, of course fortresses in the sscond line;
but these only remotdy concern the geography of frontier
defence The Germans however have dso the natural
advantage that at some disance back flows the broad sream

GEORGE P
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of the Rhine. This would presnt a sxious obdade to a
French invading army if it penetrated so far, and thus give
the Germans time for shifting ther troops and preparing an
irresgible flank attack out of Strassburg or Metz.

The difference of principle beween the two defensve
gydems is obvious The French have rendered impossble
any but a direct frontal attack, except an advance into the
gap beween Epinal and Toul which would be at least
equally hazardous, and they bdieve that againg <uch
their line is impregnable.  The Germans have only two
points where invason is impossible; they sy in dfet to
the enemy—advance if you dare, for you cannot ward off
the blows we shall ddiver againg your flank. The German
principle is, so far as one can s& unaffected by the military
devdopments of the lagt thirty years It furnishes a much
more effident bads for an attack, a less direct provison
for defence Under presmt conditions it would ssem as if
a German invason might possbly succesd, though there
would be consderable chance of failure, and that a French
invagon would amog certainly result in great dissger.
The unforessen often happens, but apart from the unfore-
s, the frontier between France and Germany, artificial
during mogt part of its length, is nearly as efective a barrier
as a mountain chain with no gaps bdow the limit of per-
petual sow.

It will have appeared very plainly that the nature of a
country's frontier mugt exercise a perpetua influence on its
wars—influence in detail, if the phrase may be alowed.
At certain points it is open to attack, at others it is practi-
cdly sfe Conversdy it can asume the offendve if
desrous to do %0, in some directions much more advan-
tageoudy than in others Certain places are important
drategical points and are sure to figurein any war. Fron-
tiers, however, may exercise an influence on a much larger
scale, permanently affecting for good or for evil a nation's
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degtinies The protection afforded by the s is cbvious and
continual, as are the opportunities it gives for commerce
The nature and limits of sapower are however better
discussad sparatdy. It is amogt equally obvious that
a ocountry like Spain, with a dngle short land frontier,
marked off by a mountain chain, is thereby greetly isolated,
unless it makes good use of its ssecoeds  That Spain has
fallen behind in the race of material progress is doubtless
largely due to the character of her people: but their dedine
in energy, both indudrial and intelectual, has been assiged
by the geographical conditions.

On the othe hand, a nation that has open frontiers
having no geographical protection againg attack by its
neighbours, can only become great if it possesss ample
military drength. That is to sy, it mugt permanently
devote to military service a larger proportion of its man-
hood than a nation less exposed. This doubtless works for
good in some degree the people are forced to cultivate
eneagy and sdf-rdiance to recognize the duty of making
great sacrifices in the cause of patriotism, or they may cease
to be a nation. It works however aso for evil, possbly even
more: industrial progress is of course retarded by a digoro-
portionate amount of the population being withdrawn from
peaceful labour. More important ill, it gives occason for
the growth of what we have of late learned to call mili-
tarism. The king has good ground for saying, as the whale
policy of the earlier kings of Prussa in effedt ssid—unles
you obey me implicitly as soldiers obey, | cannot undertake
that we shall hold our own, much less that we shall improve
our postion.  Such a government, frankly despotic, may be
uccesful externally, but internally it tends to make the
military spirit tyrannically predominant, and thus to depres
all pesceful pursuits It is of course possble as Prussa
has shown, for a nation so stuated to turn its energies
towards the arts of peace when once its military grength

D2
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was fully established. And it will do so al the more
vigorously because its energies have been well drilled, though
in some respects with considerably less success than if these
energies had been more spontaneoudly developed. Militarism
however is by no means a matter solely of frontiers. All
that one has alright to say is that Prussia, for instance, could
never have risen above a petty state unless she had become
thoroughly military, and that for this growth a heavy price
has been paid.

All that has been said so far has been on the tacit assump-
tion that frontiers sparate two civilized powers, and therefore
are exactly ascertained, and aso involve the same considera-
tions on both sdes. The cae is necessarily different when
the frontier hes a civilized gate on one sde only. Even if
the lineis definitely marked, uncivilized people are apt not to
respect it, and so to compel the neighbour sae to violate it
aso, in discharge of the paramount duty of protecting its own
subjects.  The civilized power may be ambitious and aggres-
sive, ready to saize every opportunity of extending itsterritory
or its influence. And even if it has no such inclination,
circumstances may arise, as history has often shown, which
amost compel an advance. This may or may not be
prudent, and if a mountain frontier is involved geography
may have much to sy on the point: but expanding powers
usually take the risk, and after all geography furnishes only
apart of the data for decision. The best illustration avail-
able is on the north-west frontier of India, but this will be
discussed in the chapter dealing with India as a whole.



CHAPTER IV

TOWNS

As soon as men had reached the agricultural stage, which
involves permanent habitations, and some accumulation of
property, they began to fed the need of protection against
enemies, and therefore to form towns. As nomads, they
may or may not have been accustomed to dwell together
in communities larger than a single family. They may or
may not have learned to surround their temporary camping
places with ditches or mounds, by way of safeguarding their
cattle. At any rate, they early chose stes for their towns
which were easily capable of defence—hill tops, so that an
enemy might have to ascend a dope exposed to their
missiles before reaching the base of their rude wall of earth
or loose stones—peninsulas nearly surrounded by the loop
of some river, so that the neck aone required defence, or
possibly both in one. Instances of towns which had their
origin in such hill-forts might be quoted by the hundred.
That London was one of them is indicated by its name,
one of the dements in which is the Cdltic dun, a hill-fort;
otherwise it is difficult, as must be confessed, to discern the
nucleus of. rising ground from which London has extended
itself over many square miles.  More obvious instances are
given by gmadler cities, such as Lincoln, Carcassonne,
Nuremberg, Sion, Stirling. Sites more or less thoroughly
enclosed by ariver are occupied by Durham, Berne, Toledo,
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all of which have the double advantage of being dso on
high ground. Rome is remarkable, though not unique, as
a specimen of a town which has grown out of the union of
two or more such hill-forts in dose proximity to eech other.
Next probably in order of time come settlements which
were more or ~ less commercia in their origin, Stuated at
some ford, or a a later date a bridge, or at the outlet of
a defile, or where two tracks crossed esch other. By such
places must pass the few travellers of early times, and it
was naturaly convenient for all parties that goods should
be there exchanged.  Of these again the number is very
large. Oxford, Hereford, Utrecht, carry in their names
the suggedtion that they owe their origin to being con-
venient spots for crossing rivers.  Others again are situated
where two rivers meet, such as Paris, Lyons, Mainz. Of
others it may be surmised, or it is known, that they stand
where a very ancient bridge wes built, or a trade route
crosed a river, or where two trade routes met.  Of towns
growing up a the outlet of a defile, perhaps the most
conspicuous ingtances are Carlisle, Dresden, and Verona.
Fishing villages on the sea-shore, with or without the
further advantage of a defensble position, would arise at
a very early stage in human history. Some of these de-
veloped into trading ports, as soon as the art of naval
construction was far enough advanced, or into head quarters
of searovers.  Every bit of seacoast in Europe shows such
settlements: the reasons why one grew important, while its
neighbours remained mere villages, are by no means aways
discernible from the geography; but it may sfdy be said
that a situation cgpable of defence was of great vaue in
helping a small maritime town to become great. Constan-
tinople, and still more markedly Venice, are cases in point.
Towns a the mouths of navigable rivers tended to be
placed as high up them as was feasble, in order to be better
protected against enemies coming by sa  This was no
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amall condderation in times like those depicted in the
Odyssey, when what we should call piracy was regarded
as a natural occupation, inconvenient to peaceful people
ashore, but not abhorred as criminal. Of course the dis
tance up ariver at which it was possble to edablish a port
depended on the dze of the ships in u2 Many a place
which had rdativdy much maritime importance in early
ages has been supersaded, because its river was too shallow
or too tortuous for the larger vesds of more modern times.
Bristal, for ingance, was once the second city in England,
possibly superior in shipping even to London. The obvious
reason why it has been outstripped by Glasgow and Liver pooal,
to take only ports on the wetern dde of the idand, is that
accsss to it up the tidal river Avon is for large vesds both
difficult and tedious Naturally the commerce of Bristol
is partially carried on in new docks Stuated where the
Avon enters the Severn, but the disadvantage that the city
is 20 far off is irreparable. Cardiff, on the other hand,
which is essntialy a modern place, owing its importance
mainly to seam coal, is on the ssacoad. Bordeaux and
Nantes again are ancient towns sanding far up the Garonne
and the Loire; but the chief Atlantic trade of France is
centred in Havre, a town of comparativdy recent founda-
tion doe to the open s Marsalles the grestes of
French ports all things being taken into account, is aso
in all probability the most ancient: it has been prosperous
for congderably over 2,000 years. Prima fade it would
sEm to be an exception; but the harbour runs aufiBaently
far inland for security, at any rate before long-range cannon
came into use while the water is a0 deep.

As civilization advanced, the towns grew larger and
more numerous  The Graeco-Latin peoples making them
political units, devdloped them to an importance which left
the open country a mere appendage of the towns  This
apparently did not happen anywhere dse unless we except
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the Phoenician trading cities and their offshoots, Tyre,
Cathage, Cadiz. These latter, it may be observed, being
entirely maritime, tended to sdect Stes open to the sa
and easly defensble on the land sde—an idand closing
a harbour, or a tongue of land enclosed between the sea
and a lagoon "not completely land-locked. Cadiz stands
to this day a type of such city stes, though Tyre and
Cathage ae things of the past.

Increase in the size of towns rendered many of the early
hill dtes inconveniently small. In some cases the town
grew outsde the original limits, and was sooner or later
enclosed by a fresh wall. Rome may be taken to have
reeched this sage when the wall of Servius was built.
It was apparently due to extension of this kind that so
many ancient towns have within them dreets far too Seep
for convenience, sometimes even too steep for any wheded
vehicles. If the buildings are not themsdves ancient, they
have merely replaced older ones. these are sure to be the
locdities which have been longest occupied. In other
places a new town grew up on more level ground, the
hill top being crowned by a cagtle, from which the feuda
chief lorded it over his vessds below. A more extreme
cax is furnished by Old Sarum, which was desarted in
favour of the present Sdlisbury, some miles off. Lack of
water, if not actually the determining cause of this move-
ment, renders the origina ste, though excellent for defence
unfit for anything beyond a very small population. The
most singular ingtance is perhaps Carcassonne.  This town
had dready had a long history at the beginning of the
thirteenth century, and was then surrounded by elaborate
walls which, aided by its highly defensble situation, enabled
it to stand along Sege in the Albigensian war. A genera
tion or two later fresh walls were built, enclosing more
ground down the dopes of the hill. Since then the old
town hes been admost entirely deserted, and a new
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Carcasonne has grown up on the plain bdow, which
derives no dight advantage from the travelers who come
to se the andient walls.

As population increased, and mankind became thoroughly
dationary, dtes less favourable than those originally sdected
came to be occupied by newer towns. With the devdop-
ment of skill in building, it became possble to protect
effectually towns that had no naturally defensble postion.
New towns that could from the firs be surrounded by
dfective walls, might grow up in any locality that possessed
other advantages. A rough method of natural sdection
naturally determined which of them should become im-
portant, and which should not. Geographical conditions,
auch as the proximity of a navigable river to facilitate trade,
were aobvious factors in such sdection, but doubtless were
not the only ones It is plainly impossble to determine
in each caxs or even in many cass what influences have
actually resulted in making a town great, or keeping it
small. All that geography can do isto point out generally
the conditions which tell for or againg their chancss of
growing to importance.

Defensbility was an essntia condition, down to the
doe of the Middle Ages, for the progperity of all towns
whether they were more or less autonomous city republics,
or the head quartes of some feudal chief. In modern
higory, which from the geographical point of viev may
be taken to dart from the consolidation of nations on
the ruins of feudalism, the gate of things is vitally altered.
Mog towns nesd no defences at all: the ancient walls are
leveled, and the didtinction between town and suburbs
vanishes generally much to the sanitary advantage of the
population, though with a los of picdurequeness  Other
towns become fortresses fird, centres of population only
secondarily: industrial advantage is ddiberatdy postponed
to the one condderation of making them effective dements
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of national defence In the presmit day this means little;
with the immensdy increased range of artillery, a place
is fortified by means of outlying works, digant some miles
from its centre. Thus probably the only inconvenience
auffered is that railways are not allowed to pass through
a town like Metz: trains come in and out again by the
same line. Before this change took place the indudries
of Lille and Lifcge, for ingance, now important, mus have
been grievoudy cramped by the fortifications

Of modern fortressss some have, 0 to ek, been
setted by geography, others arbitrarily. Bdfort, for
ingance in the gap beween the Jura and the Vosges
is a place pointed out by nature for a fortress if quch
things are to exig¢ at all. Even if French ambition were
again to realize its favourite aspiration, and France were
extended to the Rhine, Belfort would inevitably form part
of the seoond line of defence  Alsace being German, it
isin the front line. Only if an empire like Charlemagnes
could be edablished permanently, would Befort ceese to
have any military importance. Rhems, on the other hand,
was made a fortress arbitrarily, though with good reason.
It was thought right to fortify some place in that region,
for the soond line of defence and Rheims, as a large
town and consderable railway centre, was preferred to les
important places The majority of European fortresses
however, do not exactly belong to ether of thee dass
Given the exiging frontiers, which are partly the out-
come of the movements of peoples in remote ages though
partly dictated by geography—given aso that certain towns
have grown important, which again is only partly due to
geography—the places suitable for fortressss are obvious
Srasshurg, Mainz, Cologne, along the course of the Rhine,
are familiar examples.

One dass of towns is essntially a product of advanced
civilization, namdy health resorts  These are of two orts



TOWNS 43

thoee possssng mineral sorings that are found to hedl
dissass and thoe which have merdy advantages of climate
and sengy. Some few of the former are vary andent,
notably Bath and Aachen, bath of which date from Roman
times, if not earlier. Of the latter dass it would be difficult
to dite one fair, pedmen that is ancient and ill surviving.
Roman luxury frequented the sa-sde but the only place
which can sfdy be said to have owed its origin to the
practice is Baiae, which has perished. The vas majority
of such towns are of very modern growth. Health resorts
have adso tended, for reasns easly discernible to be
ado pleasure resorts and the ssoondary purpoe of ther
exigence has often wupeseded the primary one  In the
modern world they grow apace wherever fashion dictates
or skilful speculation sses its opportunity, until in some
countriesthe Fremden-industrie, asthe Snisscall it, becomes
a recognized source of national wealth.

The indudrial town is a thing esentially modern.  So
long as weaving and cother smilar indudries were worked
by hand, they could be carried on anywhere there was
no advantage in the workers congregating together.  With
the introduction of machinery, which was largely dependent
for its efedtiveness on seam-power, this again necesstating
the use of coal, all was changed. Machines could only be
usd for manufactures on a large scale Coal was necss
sarily cheapest in the localities where it was dug. Thus
manufacturing towns grew up on the coal-fidds and
epedially in those places where coal was found in prox-
imity to iron, the other indigpensable and bulky reguiste
for manufactures The stes where vagt populations have
accumulated—populations moreover having definite econo-
mic interests, and therefore important factors in politics—
were thus inexorably fixed by geography. It is concavable
that the condderations which determine where manufac-
turing populations shall congregate may be greatly atered
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if electricity becomes the chief motive-power. Electric
force is transmissible, and if the cost of transmission can
be kept within fairly narrow limits it may be feesible to
generate it on the cod-fidds, and utilize it at a distance.
Similar use is made of water-power at some few places,
notably at Niagara, and it is quite possible that this may
be done on a much wider scde. In fact, enthusiasts have
been found to say that Piedmont, ringed round by a horse-
shoe of high mountains, is destined to become the work-
shop of Europe. Without going quite so far as this, one
can easly imagine many ways in which the distribution of
population might thus be modified, and with it the history
of the country.

Many of the cities which were grestest when authentic
history was first beginning, have now perished atogether,
or a& bes have shrunk to very smdl dimensions. Nineveh
and Babylon, Tyre and Sidon, the various Persian capitals,
Thebes—none of these can be sad to exist as towns.
Carthage, too, has perished, though the modern town of
Tunis adjoins its site.  The deliberate policy of conquerors
in some indtances was directed to prevent the restoration
of cities that had been more or less completely destroyed
by the chances of war. In other cases political changes,
such as the occupation of the country by uncivilized hordes,
have left no room for towns to flourish.  Possibly super-
stition has here and there banned the site of a ruined city,
or it proved esser to occupy new ground. Geographica
reasons more or less completely accounted for their growing
up originaly, and those reasons in many instances hold
good still.  Geography however can only recommend a site;
if there are not men capable of using it, or if motives good
or bad deter those who might have done so, she spesks
in vain.

Geography can however account for the abandonment
of some towns. Changes in climate or in other natural
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, conditions may render a place no longer worth inhabiting.
Posdonia (Paestum) mus once have been a condderable
city, if one may judge from the great temples ill ganding ;
now it is a maarious desart AiguesMortes was the
Mediterranean port of S. Louis, and was in his son'sreign
thought worth,surrounding by walls worthy of Milan. It
might have -maintained a rivalry with Marsalles, if the
action of the sa had further opened its lagoons "&s it is
the sa has virtually dossd them up, and AiguesMortes
is like a witheed kernd in an imposng shdl. Man's
neglect and mignanagement have in other places opened
the way for the forces of nature to work ruin, which in some
ingances is irreparable.

Some towns have risen to ecial pre-eminence as the
capitals of dates, and thee form in some sne a dass
apart. Mog of them possess more or less marked advan-
tages of gStuation. It would not be easy to et better
gtes for the capitals of England and France than London
and Paris Madrid is thoroughly central to Spain, though
little d¢ can be said in its favour. Moscow again is
central, though the reasons why it, rather than any other
place in the same region, should have risen to importance,
do not appear on the face of the geography; the Kremlin
hill doubtless accounted for its original sdection as a dte
for a town. Vienna is the mog obvious centre for the
congeries of provinces forming the Ausgrian monarchy,
Hungary being left out of account. Lisbon and Copen-
hagen are undoubtedly the natural capitals of the small and
peculiarly condituted gates to which they beong.

Other capitals owe their presnt rank to higorical in-
fluences or to ddiberate choice Berlin was originally the
chief town of a amall frontier didrict. As the markgraves
of Brandenburg gradually grew in power and extent of
dominion, the fortunes of Berlin rose with thears, till it has
now become the capital not merdy of the kingdom of
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Prussa, but of the German empire. Whether Rome is in
the beg dtuation for the capital of modern Italy is doubtful;
but in view of the andient traditions of the Roman empire,
no other city could possbly be preferred. Congantinople
was ddiberatdly sdected as a new st of empire when the
whole Mediterranean basn obeyed one master; and the
choice was excdlent under the palitical and other conditions
then prevailing. It has remaned a capital ever s€nce
though its geographical importance has greatly declined.
The ste of Alexandria, between lake Mareotis and the s,
commended itsef to the great conqueror whose name the
city bears and time has amply judtified his choice Pees
burg was built by the founder of the greatness of Russa, in
order to bring the nation into nearer connexion with the
sa and with the civilization of wetern Europe. The
wigdom of Peter the Great's $ep might be criticized: but
whatever its ucess Petersburg has by no means extin-
guished the ancient importance of Moscow.

It is the exception, rather than the rule that a capital
should be aso a really important place for manufactures
Even in London, great as are its indudries the octher
interests centred there auffice to rdegate the manufacturing
dement to the background. The same hdds good in a
gill grester degree of Paris and there is scarcdy ancother
capital of which the manufactures are worth taking into
account.  All capitals however illusrate the saying that
nothing sucoeds like success When a town has been
made the st of government, it has every chance of
becoming also the centre of national life. Because some
dasss frequent the capital, others are led to do 0 ao.
Roads and railways converge to it; those forms of com-
merce and finance which have the widest range of budness
are amog compeled to seat themsdves there, even if it is
not a centre of manufactures National egablishments of
all kinds from the head quarters of the army to the chief
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public mussums are practically sure to be placed at the
capital. Nowhere in Europe is the st of the government
of a country not redly among its greastes towns, exoept in
the samall date of Holland, where seda drcumdances led
to The Hague becoming the capital. Switzerland is possbly
also an exception: Berne is certainly not a more important
town than Geneva or Zurich. Switzerland however is
a federation, and not homogeneous in race or language
higorical reasons well account for Berne becoming the
adminigrative centre  Precisdy for the same reason the
United States st up a new town, in a didrict ssvered for
the purpose from the component dates of the union, to
srve as the st of government. It is a marked tetimony
to the power which an adminigrative capital exerts in
attracting population, that Washington, which has no other
raison d'etre, should have grown so large asin fact it is.

A date is obvioudy likely to auffer if its capital is badly
placed. There is no capital in Europe which is dangeroudy
exposed to military attack, at leas reatively to the sze of
the date, unless it be Belgrade. BrussHs is of course near
the frontier, but a date of the sze of Bdgium cannot from
the nature of the case place its capital out of reach of
attack. Several dates however have capitals on the s&
coad, which would be at the mercy of an enemy superior
a sa  Portugal, for ingance is extremey vulnerable at
Lisbon: and the pogtion of Copenhagen has more than
once exposed Denmark to attack which proved irresgible
Condantinople is more or les protected by the difficulties
of navigation, and on the Mediterranean dde by the
Dardandles, otherwise it could hardly have flourished as
a capital for 0 many centuries

Security againg  attack is of course not the only con-
dderation. Other advantages may well outweigh a certain
amount of exposure There is no other town in Savia
which could be thought of as a rival to Belgrade. Portugal
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would not gain by shifting her capital away from Lisbon, or
Greece from Athens.  Security, thorough or comparative,
is however a matter of real importance; and gates which,
like France, do not deam ther capitals really ssfe naturally
fortify them. .

Similarly, it is a midortune if the capital of a country
has an unhedthy dimate. Nether Italy nor Spain can
be said to be wel off in this respect; in Spain indeed the
climatic dissdvantages of Madrid are proverbial. In India
the bad climate of Calcutta has proved a serious evil. As
the East India Company drifted into its imperial svay over
India, so Calcutta, originally not even the mos important
of the Company's dations drifted into being the capital
It is only dnce the tdegraph has been widdy extended,
and railways diminish the practical importance of digance,
that the Indian government has ventured to spend much
time at Smla, a place which, for all its purer air, would
be impossble as a st of government without these modern
appliances.

There is indeed a worse evil than an ill-stuated capital,
and that is to have none at all. No gudent of the Middle
Ages can have failed to cbserve that the peripatetic habits
of the kings, intdligible as they were under the social and
political conditions then prevailing, interfered with orderly
government. The fixing of the court of Common Pleas at
Westmingter, which put an end to all doubt about London
being the one capital cty of England, was a recognized
dgep in the progress of the English nation. The exigence
of Paris as a capital for France, while Germany by the
operation of various causss had none is one reason,
though certainly not the only one, why the kings of France
did, and the kings of Germany did not, succesd in trans
forming their feudal supremacy over a number of nearly
independent vassls into substantial sovereignty.



CHAPTER V
NOMENCLATURE

[I' must acknowledge my indebtedness to Canon Isaac Taylor's
Words and Places for much of the material of this chapter, especially
for the etymology of early geographical names. | have not studied the
subject at first hand, and | am aware that there is none on which
competent judges differ more widely or more obstinately than on
etymology. It is quite possble that the weight of expert opinion may
be now against one or another of his derivations, but concerning
a large number of them there is, | believe, no doubt. Moreover the
general principlesrest on too many ingances to be vitiated by a few of
them being deemed inapplicable. His book contains copious lists
of the elements, significant in the various languages, that recur in local
names. | have made no attempt to reproduce any of this information,
except so far as was necessary by way of illustration.]

THERE is ancther way in which geography and higtory
are dosdy connected, and that is through nomendature
It can hardly be sid that geographical names influence
higory, except where occasonally the exigence of a name
may be used as an argument in favour of some padlitical
cdaim. Names however srve like other urvivals from
a long digant pag, as materials out of which higory may
be congructed; and on some points of pre-higoric higory,
if the phrase may be allowed, they furnish aimog the only
evidence available. Like dtes of camps and other rdlics of
human labour, they require to be interpreted with the aid
of gpeda knowledge Like the traces of primitive ingti-
tutions, they need a wide range of comparison, in order
that inferences from them may be sound. Like all frag-
mentary evidence, they nesd to be usd with caution:

GEORGE E
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ocondusons drawn from them mug aways be in some
degree, conjectural. If these limitations be kept in view
they supply information about early times, as trustworthy as
any other source from which knowledge of things pre-historic
can be deived®* Moreover, they srve to kegp in memory
more recent events the facts of which come well within the
ken of written higory, but might without the aid of nomen-
clature be more eadly forgotten.

Geographical nomendature, as has been well said, is fossl
higory. The naturalis traces the dages of animal life on
the earth by examination of the fossls imbedded in the
successve geological drata. Jud in the same way, the
successon of races that have inhabited a given country
have left traces of themsdves behind, in the names of
rivers and other natural festures and later of towns The
palaeontologist's materials are, indeed, more abundant and
more complete.  If some bones or shdls of a given gedies
have been worn till they are not certainly recognizable
plenty of others probably are uninjured, and the bulk of
them are in no risk of detruction. On the other hand, the
extent of the earth's surface is s0 great that only a fraction
of it has been aubjeted to thorough geological examination.
New materials may at any time be unearthed that will
srve to extend the knowledge which palasontology already
posesss or to modify in detail some of its condusions
The higorian has only the exising nomendature to ded
with: nothing, from the nature of the cass can be added.
New lights may concavably be thrown on the etymology of
certain names but there is no probability of this being done
on a large scale  Such or such a geographical name is
ggnificant in a given tongue, and in no other known
language. The inference that it was given by people
seaking that language is reasonable though there is
obvioudy no means of verifying it, in the drict snse of
the term 'verification/
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Experience ssams to show that geographical names, once
given, usudly last. They are in the firg indance signifi-
cant, as is natural: arbitrary names are occasondly in-
vented by modern novelists, but even they merely make
variations on edablished types. The first inhabitants—the
firgt, that is to *sy, of whom we have any cognizance
through nomenclature— called a river the ' white water/ for
ingtance, or a hill range the 'blue mountains' Any par-
ticular tribe would have need of but very few such appdla
tions; and as the same process would be going on in many
localities, similar names naturally recur. Primitive peoples
had no very large supply of words; the number of adjec-
tives avallable to qualify nouns meaning ' water' or ' stream’
was but small. Hence there is a consderable sameness in
the signification of river-names throughout Europe, and
dso of hills and mountains, though in a less degree, for
areason which can be easly discerned. That isto say, the
original dements in the names, so far as etymology can
trace their meaning, are but few, though the present appdlla
tions, having gone through many centuries of phonetic
change, ssam digtinctive enough.

After atime came a new race of conquerors, who subdued
the prior inhabitants and made daves of them. They,
having need of names for the things about them, would
readily adopt those which they found their daves using.
Then begins the era of ' proper' names, strictly so called—
that is to say, of words which have no significance except
that of designating an individual. Very possbly the new-
comers used the old name as an adjective, and gppended it
to their own word for 'stream’ or ' hill*" This, in fat, is

! Canon Taylor quotes a very remarkable instance. In the south of
Scotland isa hill called Mountbenjerlaw. The original name was the
Celtic Ben Yair,' head' of the stream better known under thelater form of
itsname," Yarrow." The Angles took the Celtic name as an adjectival
-prefix to their own word for a hill, law. The Norman repeated the
process by prefixing mount to the Angle name.

E2
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nowadays universal: we talk of the river Avon or Wye,
indifferent to the fact that those names are merdy Cdtic
words for a stream.

From the nature of the cass names were earlies required
for natural features which are permanent. It was only as
men oceesd to be migratory that they would find occason
to give names to ther own sdtlements.  Only gradually, as
population thickened on the ground, would the date of
things arise which we now find all over Europe, places of
human habitation large or small, from great dties down to
isolated farms, planted so dose that only a map on a large
<ale can find room for all the names In the cae of the
towns—the word is appropriate to denote all collections of
dwedlings dnce its original meaning is 'enclosure—the
same process went on as with the rivers.  The firg stlers
gave the name which in all probability laged, though
possbly modified by later comers Names for large dis
tricts were likely to come into exigence comparatively late,
when population was fairly settled and widespread. Then,
and not till then, general names would become usful, and
they naturally were derived very largdy from the tribes or
congeriesof tribes that inhabited them.

These generdlizations are auffidently obvious to nesd no
support from argument. These are the things that might
naturally be expected to happen, and in a great many
ingdances evidence is available to prove that they did
happen. Neverthdess, it is right to remark that names
furnish rather treacherous materials on which to found
higorical inferences, unless the ingances are numerous
enough to predude risk of mignterpretation. There are
many posshilities of condusons based on a fev names if
there is nothing dse to support them, being mistaken.
Names are trandormed, often beyond recognition, in the
course of time, through phonetic changes in tranderence
from one language to ancther, through the dow automatic
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shifting of pronunciation as generations pass away, through
misunderstanding of the original meaning. A couple of
ingances of the latter will suffice by way of illustration.
The Romans called the unconquered inhabitants of northern
Britain Pictii this accorded well with their habit of staining
their bodies, but k was in fact a trandliteration of their own
name for themsdves, which apparently meant ‘warriors/
So, again, the Mongolian hordes that threatened to sub-
merge Europe in the thirteenth century were properly caled
Tatars; but the horror they inspired suggested that they
must have come out of Tartarus, and Tartars accordingly
they and their kin are called to this day.

Some names were possibly significant in a language now
utterly lost, so that the clue to their meaning has perished.
Sometimes there are found in two different languages words
of dmost identical sound, but of very dissmilar meaning,
and it therefore becomes doubtful to which of the two the
origin of a given name is to be referred. Thus the his-
torian, seeking to decipher the unrecorded past by the aid
of etymology, hes many more uncertainties to contend with
than the naturalist over his fossls. Nevertheless, the indi-
cations are sufficiently numerous, and many of them suffi-
ciently certain, to form avery valuable guide, enabling him
to discern the scope and order, though not the date or
duration, of those great movements of mankind which
gradually peopled Europe. And we may be all the more
confident in our inferences, when we observe that in
America and Australia, which have been freshly peopled
within recent centuries, many names seem to have been
given, and retained, in much the same fashion.

Nomenclature confirms the view, which has long been
regarded as established, that the bulk of the European
peoples came in successve waves of migration from the
ead. First appeared the Cdlts, the Gaglic branch of them
before the Cymric. The Teutons followed the Celts, and
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the Savs came last of all. Nomenclature does not assert,
and obvioudly cannot disprove, the exisence of prior in-
habitants. It suggests with considerable force the opinion
that, if there were such, they either were too low down on
the scde to grve names to places, or were exterminated by
the incoming Celts. Even this inference is subject to
possible qudification. There are names of which the signi-
ficance is doubtful or entirely unknown, and these may be
legacies from a pre-Celtic population. Nomenclature also
tends to confirm the belief that the Iberians, who were
apparently in possession of south-western Europe before the
Cdts appeared on the scene, came into Europe across the
graits of Gibraltar.

Obviously no study of names can give any information as
to race, if that word be used in relation to physical fegtures,
such as colour, and shape of skull. It tells us that most
part of Europe was formerly occupied by men who spoke
a Cdltic language, and there is a reasonable presumption,
until positive evidence to the contrary is adduced, that they
were aso akin physically. But were it actualy proved that
there never was such a thing as a Cdtic race physicaly
speaking, this would in no way shake the conclusion, which
is al that nomenclature warrants, that the bulk of the
earliest names in Europe are of Cetic origin. This holds
good undoubtedly in relation to natural features, and aso
to the towns of which the importance is ancient, if we include
those bearing Latin names. And this we may reasonably
do: Greek and Latin are apparently nearer linguistically
to the Celtic than to the other members of the great Aryan
family of languages.

The names indicating human habitations are very largely
Teutonic, in the regions from which the Teutons ousted
prior Cdtic inhabitants, as for instance in mogt parts of
England. The Cdts were thinly spread in the ages when
they had much of Europe to themsdves; it was only after



NOMENCLATURE 55

the Teutonic immigration that distinct seats of habitation
multiplied. And inasmuch as the Teutons were averse to
walled towns, preferring small villages, and even separate
dwellings each in its own enclosure, the number of names
of this dass which ae of Teutonic origin is extremely
large.

Behind the Teutons the Savs came in, occupying the
regions left more or less vacant as the Teutonic tribes
poured into the Roman empire. They inherited the names
of rivers and mountains, and doubtless of a few towns and
villages: but the mgjor part of the latter, in the portions of
Europe now Slavonic, may be judged from their names to
have been originally of Sav foundation. Nomenclature
confirms, and helps to render definite, what history records
somewhat vaguely, that the Savs pushed westwards nearly
to the Rhine, in the time between the fall of the Western
empire and Charlemagne, but were ousted again by the
Teutons.

The indications of nomenclature concur, in generd, with
what is known, or believed to be known, from other sources.
If no written records existed, it would engble us to fix the
limits of the Roman empire. Here and there dso it shows
us facts of which there is no other trace. For instance, the
number of Teutonic village names in the portion of France
immediately adjoining the straits of Dover is extremey
large, indicating a complete occupation of that district by
Teutons. Exactly when and how they came there cannot
be determined with certainty; but the fact that these names
are largely identical with village names on this sde of
the Channd is certain, and cannot be accidental. At any
rate, all Teutons have disappeared from this district, so far
as language is a test of race.

Tribal names may for historical purposes be taken as
ultimate facts. Their origin naturally is in very remote
antiauitv. and their meaning:;, thou
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jectured, can rarely be said to be certainly known. The
names of countries and provinces derived from these tribal
names can readily be verified, snce they were conferred, or
more properly etablished themsdves within the ages of
written higory. This very fact makes it easer to exemplify,
by means of them, some of those vagaries of nomendlature
which compd the higorian, who has a due regard for
evidence, to treat inferences deduced from nomendature
alone as lacking in certainty.

No power that has ever existed has written on the map
0 many traces of itsdf as the Roman empire. They are
amog as numerous as the roads and buildings it has
bequeathed. Many towns are called after the imperial
family titles. Frejus is Forum Julii, Saragosa is Caesarea
Augusta, Augsburg is the germanized form of Augugta
Vinddicorum, Aoda is Augusta Pragtoria. Many more,
conspicuous angng them the -casters and -chesters of our
own country, tell in ther namesthat they owed their origin
to permanent Roman camps The name of the whadle is to
be found, as was perhaps natural, in outlying portions
The Sdjuk Turks gave the name of Roum to the kingdom
which they st up in Asa Minor, after conquering it from
the Eadern empire. The very modern kingdom of
Roumania owes its name to the sdtlers on the lower
Danube being proud of ther connexion with the empire
The only trace of it near head quarters save the ' eternal
city' itedf, is the name of Romagna, that cung to the
province in Italy which the Eastern emperors retained,
after mog part of Judinian's conquests had melted away.
Yet some names conferred by Rome did not prove inddible.
The tribal appdlations of the Parisi and Taurini, for
ingance, appear in the modern Paris and Turin, while
Augusta Taurinorum is forgotten and Lutetia survives only
in literature. One of the chif Roman adminigrative
centres north of the Alps, Augusta Treverorum, recals
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no longer in its name the greates period in its higory.
For once the French form, Trfcves is nearer to the primitive
tribe-name than its present German appellation, Trier.
Lombardy and Burgundy are called after the Teutonic
tribes that conquered them, but both names now dgnify
something mugji smaller than the original kingdom. Indeed,
what is now known as Burgundy comprises but a very
gmall bit of the kingdom so entitled. The people whom
the Romans called Boii had their st in Bohemia, which
has retained its oiiginal name in ite of Sav occupation
after the Teutons quitted it to intrude into the empire
Whether the Boii were Teutons, or were Cdts conquered
later by Teutons who adopted the name does not ssm
clear. It appears however, to be certain that Bavaria—the
original form of the name is Boicaria—was 0 called after
the Teuton people who moved from Bohemia into the
upper Danube provinces of the empire. Mogt remarkable
of all is perhaps the higory of the Frankish name. That
powerful people conquered all northern Gaul, while re-
taining ther owvn German lands  Subsequently, under the
Carolingian house they dominated mog part of wetern
Europe. Their name arvives in the aimog forgotten
German region of Franconia, which represmts in a vague
and partial way their original seet. And it a0 fuUrvives in
the modern France, which country no doubt formed part of
Charlemagnes empire, though much of it never was entered
by the Franks, and the nationality of the whdle is entirey
alien to the Teutonic. Originally through the reputation
of the Frankish empire, more permanently because the
French were prominent in the firs cusade the Moham-
medans of Syria, and the Levant generally, came to call
Europeans Franks, and the badard Italian current in
Mediterranean ports obtained the name of lingua franca.
Perhaps the mog curious conssquence of the people of
Gaul assuming, and nearly monopoalizing, the Frank name
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occurred in the fourteenth century. When the direct line
of successon from father to son failed, for the firg time
gnce the accesson of Hugh Capet, the French, vey
wisdy as things turned out, adopted the rule of exdusve
male successon to the throne.  And they thought proper
to justify this by quoting, and rather misapplying, a usage
of the Sdlian Franks, which had no more authority than any
principle that might have been culled from the Inditutes of
Justinian, or any other code of foreign law.

Countries, and the peoples inhabiting them, are by no
means universally known by the names which the latter use
for themsdves The great nation of central Europe calls
its country Deutscthland. We have aways employed the
name Germany, which has dexended from the time of
Tacitus. The French call their neighbour Allemagne, after
an unimportant Teuton people that sdtled in and about
Alsace in the break-up of the Western empire!. Occa-
sonally, names given by foreigners prevail. For indance
al the world knows Wales by the name which the English
gave to the region ill occupied by the Cdts whom they
had driven wesward, though nothing could be more unlike
the native name. The same word resppears in other parts
of Europe, and isin fact the common Teutonic appélation
for dranges At more than one point on the frontier of
what is ethnically Germany are to be found pairs of con-
tiguous villages, of which one is called Deutsch-, the other
Walsch-. There is however, a posshility of another
interpretation for some of those names that may save
to illustrate one difficulty mentioned above as tending to
render uncertain condusons derived from nomendature.
The Teutonic wal, the root from which come the words
of which Wesh is a gpedmen, and the Cdtic gal, the

1 It is a carious commentary on the French claim to the 'natural
frontier ' of the Rhine that their own special name for Germany should
be derived from a tribe whose chief seat was on the left bank.
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root of the terms Gad and Gaul, are phonetically inter-
changeable, according to a wedl-etablished principle of
philology. Hence it cannot be certain that some of the
names which are supposed to be Teutonic appdlations for
drangers are not in redlity tranderences into a Teutonic
tongue of thair Cdtic neighbours own names for them-
sHves This, however, can hardly apply to Wales, the
Cdotic population being Cymric and not Gadic.

Names given in modern times, snce the beginning of
the age of discovery, which may be said to date from the
voyage of Columbus, fdlow the same general rules but
with one marked difference European discoveras in
America retained the river names which they found the
natives usng, such as Missssppi and Ohio, and those of
a few congpicuous mountains, such as Popocatepetl. Where
European names, auch as . Lawrence, have been adopted,
the presumption is that no native name reached the early
sttlers To ther own sdttlements the Europeans usually
gave names for themsdves but ingead of evolving new
words, they gave to ther new homes names taken from
the old country. An American or Audralian Sratford,
for ingance, would not be a place where a dregt, an old
paved Roman road, crossed a river by a ford: it would be
ddiberatdy so called in remembrance of the Warwickshire
town where Shakegpeare was born, or perhaps of some
more obscure Stratford.

The early discoverers named many places after them-
s€ves or ther patrons or again from some accdental
dracumgance  Thus the draits of Magedlan perpetuate
the memory of the firdg mariner who sailed round the
world: the idand of Dominica was first dghted on a
Sunday. The mode in which the cape of Good Hope
obtained its final name is a wdl-known gory. Such
indances are perhaps too familiar to be worth quating,
but they srve as records of phasss of higory that will
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therefore be all the les likedy to pass into oblivion.
A dudy of the nomendature of America, or of Audralia
and the other idands of the southern hemisphere would
amog affice to reproduce the outline of ther higory.
It tdls of the share taken by the various European nations
in the earlies disooveries and colonization, and of the
preponderance gradually acquired by England. It gives
more than a due to dates of setlement; the names of
the dates of the American Confederation, which lie along
the Atlantic, nearly all record the epoch at which they
were colonized. The indigenous names further inland in
north America, and in the idands of the Pacific, speak
of the European stlers living more or less at peace with
the native peoples. The reappearance of famous European
names ek occasonally of real or fancied resemblance
as at Venezuda, but are more frequently due to somewhat
incongruous fancy, as when the Egyptian Memphis re-
appeared on the Misissppi. These however have no
higorical importance.



CHAPTER VI
FALLACIES OF THE MAP

IN geography, as in all other departments of human
knowledge, men naturally draw inferences from the facts
that they have ascartained, or think that they have ascer-
tained. Indeed this is an essentia condition of the spread
of knowledge: the mistaken condusons which in the light
of fuller information ssem to us absurd, were necessary
deps towards the acquistion of that further information.
If Caumbus had not believed, undergtanding the gohericity
of the earth but immensdy migudging its Sze that India
lay beyond the Atlantic, he would not have made the
voyage that discovered America, It was not, however, until
condderable advances had been made towards full geo-
graphical knowledge, not until there was some general idea
of the modes in which geography affedts the degtinies of
mankind, that there was devdoped a habit of usng geo-
graphical fads and inferences bassed on them, in the
phee of politics Such phrasss as 'nationality' and
'natural frontiers are comparativdy modern, and could
not have become current unless it had been realized that
geography was something more than a collection of facs
They have been, and 4ill are, liable to goss misuse
they have been employed as plausble pretences to cover
the mogt unscrupulous ambition, as well as to define reason-
able palitical agpirations. They have served a good purpose
in bringing home to mankind the conviction that there
are, and ought to be, other motive powers in palitics
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beddes force  And they have been ussd to ddude whale
peoples into ideas and aspirations which are at variance
with higory and common s In fact, the misuse of
them is far more common than their accurate employment.
Arguments bassd on them amog invariably er in the
direction of presing them too far, of indging on them
as paramount to all other condderations Thus while they
are liable to exert an undue influence over thoe who are
eadly carried away by a plausble catchword, they are
a9 liable to be too summarily dismissed by those who
detet specious claptrap. It is not reasonable that they
should be allowed no hearing because their dgnificance is
exaggerated, any more than that they should be given
undue weght because of ther superfidal plausbility.
Quedtion-begging phrases auch as those referred to, pro-
voke too emphatic reection, as well as too ready acqui-
exance For both reasons because such phrasss express
a real influence exerted on mankind by geography, and
a0 because ther misuse is dangerous, it is necessary to
form definite conoeptions of their meaning.

Bacon, if such ideas could have bemn prematurdy sug
geted in his age would have dassd them as idola chartag,
falladies of the map. The palitician who wants an argument
to support some aspiration, produces a map coloured to
it his purpoe  All didricts in which a given language
is gpoken are tinted alike, regardless perhaps of the fact
that in some of them ancther language is equally current;
and the world is aked to draw the condugon that all
ought in jugice and farnes to be under the same
government. Or a country in which different races live
under the same poalitical rule is coloured to show the
varigty of race, and the world is invited to infer that one
or another of them ought in justice to be palitically separate
from the red. Or again the map is usd to show how
extremdy convenient certain frontiers would be for a given



FALLACIES OF THE MAP 63

nation, and the inference is tacitly drawn that that nation
has a moral right to sdze them when it can. Such unfair
ue of deductions from geographical principles is not always
wilful even in its origin; it certainly extends to many who
know no beter, who bdieve what they are told and have
no wish to be dishones. Still more often, perhaps the
unfairness lies in exaggeration: there is a substratum of
truth in the plea put forward, but it is given an im-
portance or presad to an extent, which is altogether
unreasonable.

Few poalitical phrasss are more frequently usad than
nationality,’ none with more audadous disegard of
higorical fads on the part of politicians who have an
end in view, or more blind credulity on the part of ther
folowers  And ye it is a name for a very real thing, for
a sntiment which influences great mases of men for their
own sake and operates powerfully to dicit the sympathy
of athers  In site of perverson and exaggeration, it works
more for good than for harm, and cannot honestly or
wisdy be altogether ignored whenever it is invoked. All
the more important does it become to form a dear concep-
tion of the solid truth that underlies vegue talk and
unscrupulous ambition.

The word ' nationality' is unfortunatdy ussd in a varigy
of sngs all the more confusing because they are cognate.
"Nation' is properly speaking a poalitical term, dencting the
people who are in fact subjedt to the same government,
whatever ther divergences of race or language or sentiment.
Words may of course be used loosdy without much hexd
to accuracy; but no one pesks ddiberatdy of the Irish
nation, or the Bohemian nation, or the Polish nation,
without meaning to imply that in his judgement Ireland,
or Bohemia, or Poland, has a right to a sparate palitical
organization. Nationality is drictly the fact of bdonging
to a particular nation; a man is sad to invoke his nation-
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ality, for ingance, when being in a foreign land he daims
exemption, as a foreigner, from liabilities which attach
only to its dtizens. It is a0 used, less accuratdy, but
perhaps conveniently, to express the fact of bedonging to a
particular race, which may or may not be also a nation.
"I knew his nationality by his accent, may be said alike of
an Englishman in France, and of an Irishman anywhere
in the United Kingdom of which Ireland fooms apart. The
word is however dso usad, in defiance of grammatical pro-
priety, to mean, like nation, not a fact, but a portion of
mankind. A nationality dgnifies in modern language, all
thoe people who are in fact united by ties of affinity of
ome kind, and who are therefore in their own judgement
or in that of the sesker, entitled to agire after a sparate
political exigence. And it ismore or less suggested that it
is the busness of the civilized world in general to support
thee agirations Where auch a sntiment exids it de
srves regpect, though not necessarily indulgence at all costs:
where it is manufactured or dmulated, it desrves svere
condemnation as a wanton digurber of peace The ques
tion ill remains—and it is here that it intimately concerns
geography—on what such a sntiment is founded.

Is nationality a matter of race? No race is unmixed,
at any rate in the dvilized world. Beddes the continual
absorption of individual fordgners there is hardly a section
of Europe in which a conquest has not taken place result-
ing in a fudon of conquerors and conquered. There have
been indances of leaders identifying themsdves with a
nationality to which they did not by descent belong.

Is nationality a matter of language? However many
foreign words a language may annex, its gructure remains.
it belongs essentiadly to a particular group of tongues. There
may be many more words in an English dictionary of
Romance origin than of Teutonic: but English is none the
lessa Teutonic tongue. Y et a whole people may change its
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language, voluntarily or on compulson. It would be
obvioudy absurd to say that the Norsemen ipso facto became
French in nationality, when after sazing a portion of the
il of France they adopted its languagee A common
gexch will doubtless assg the fuson of races and will
help to create a sentiment of common nationality, but it is
no trusworthy tes.

Is phydcal geography a tet? Separate nationalities, o
far as sntiment goes may exig within regions which seam
to be marked by physical nature for political unity: peoples
that hate each other may be separated by no difference of
race, and by the mog artificial of frontiers The truth is
that we cannot go behind sentiment: it is a fact which
can be more or less accounted for, according to circum-
gances but it is not a gogpd. Other facts mug be weighed
aso, and may outwegh it when political quedions arise
involving nationality in its drict sne

Historical ingances may be cited of very diverse import.
In some casss the sentiment of nationality is quite genuine,
and the daims basd on it dessve the sympathy of out-
dders In some it is or has been a sham, artificialy
uggested in order to find a pretext for an unjust claim.
In mog, probably, there is some admixture of migepre
sentation, ignorant or wilful, with a real and reasonable
sentiment.

The national independence of Poland was destroyed by
bardfaced robbery: nothing could be more natural than
that the sentiment of Palish nationality should survive, and
involve bitter hatred of the oppressrs And the circum-
dances make it intdligible that the hatred should be con-
centrated mainly on one of the three robbers It is
quite reasonable that foreign sympathy should be extended
to the Poles, even by those who are aware that the nation
had itsdf largely to blame for the original calamities.

Teutonic Alsace, Protestant and German-speaking, was

GSOUGE F
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conquered by France in the seventeenth century, the last
dage of the conques being marked by drcumgances of
exceptional treachery and wrong. Neverthdess it became
thoroughly French in sentiment, and <rongly resented
beng retrangferred to vidorious Germany in 1871. On
which dde is the principle of nationality to be invoked
in the caxe of Alsasce—for or againg the present date of
things ? There is nothing but sentiment to draw it towards
France, nothing except sentiment to alienate it from Germany.

In Switzerland patrictic feding is very grong, in ite
of the fact that three languages are spoken in the Federal
assamblies and that the cantons are amogt equally divided
into Protestant and Catholic. The feding is as drong in
the mogt recent additions to political Switzerland as in the
membe's of the original fourteenth-century confederation,
and is warranted by the practical blessngs of freedom and
good government. Neverthdess, here is vigorous national
sentiment which is bassd on no dfinities* and protests
againg the suggegtion that its natural degtiny is to sgparate
into its German, French, and Italian dements and be
absorbed in the neighbouring nations.

Scatland has had a long higory as a sparate nation, and
gill retains some sgparate inditutions  The sentiment of
Scottish nationality is therefore a natural survival, in spite
of Scotland having become politically one with England.
Wales never had any approach to political unity; but the
sentiment which has been assduoudy fodered of late years
has a bads in the Cymric language ill spoken by many of
the Welsh people and in something like sparatenes of
race, though the experts are more and more tending to the
opinion that, whatever their language, the Wesh are mainly
of a preCdtic gock. Irdand never was a nhation: the
ancient kings of Irish imagination were mere chiefs of warring
spts, which gradually came under English rule. The cir-
aumdancss of its unhappy higory, asssed no doubt by its
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geographical sparateness have however created a very real
sentiment of nationality, which is shared by those who differ
fundamentally in race and political aspirations.

Hungary is a nation, with a srong patrictic feding, in
site of the fact that the major part of the inhabitants are
alien in race and language to the dominant Magyar dement,
though it is united to Augtria by political arrangementswhich
do not work very harmonioudy. Bohemia was formerly a
nation in the drict snsg sparate palitically, sparate in race
and language, though nat without a large foregn infusion, and
dill retains the dedre to be treated as a diginct political unit.

Italy has recently become poalitically a nation, which does
not indude all that physcal geography would mark off as
naturally beonging to it. The sntiment of nationality,
which was evoked by hatred of the Audrian yoke in
Lombardy, is appeded to where it exigs and even fogered
artifically, in order to kemp alive a theoretic claim of the
kingdom of Italy to further extenson. ltaliairredenta—the
phrase obvioudy begs many quesions—is made to indude
all digricts where Italian is poken. It tacitly demands
that contented Ticino should be detached from Switzer-
land—that Audria should surrender her whole sa-coad,
a drip of land which Italy could not possbly defend—that
Malta should be annexed, which has never had any palitical
connexion with Italy snce the days of the Roman empire.
One doss not hear, however, that the advocates of Italia
irredenta propose to surrender to France and to Switzerland
the French and German-gpeaking digricts of Piedmont.

Other and less tenable pretensons might be quoted,
which are based on community of language or of race
Napoleon | | | professed to think that France had a natural
right to the headship of all nations speaking a Romance
tongue. Russa posss as the natural patron, and degined
ruler, of all Savsand of all adherents of the Gresk Church.
German unity being an accomplished fact, those who are

F2
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ambitious for Germany talk as if she were wronged by not
including the German-speaking provinces of Austria, and
Holland, which spesks a language undoubtedly Teutonic,
but practicaly aimost as distinct from German as English.
It may be admitted that there is some shadow of reason
for such clams.  Spain, having no land frontier except con-
tiguous to France, is more likely to be permeated by French
influence than by any other. The capita of the petty stae
of Belgium does its bet to resemble Paris. If the long-
predicted bresk-up of the Austrian monarchy should occur,
Tyrol and Sazburg and the duchy of Austria might very
naturally gravitate towards Germany. Oppressed subjects
of the Sultan, mostly Sav in race and Greek-Christian
in creed, very naturaly looked for protection to the great
Sav and Greek power which was the permanent enemy of
Turkey. And now that they have been formed into separate
political units, largely by Russian action, they reman
more or less in Russan leading-strings. If there were
no speciousness in the notions put forward to cover
essentialy dishonest pretensions, they would not be worth
using. It is because the world in genera is on the sde of
virtue, though often without discerning what virtue is, that
vice pays to virtue the homage of hypocrisy.

The plea of 'natural frontiers is less frequently urged
than that of nationdity, partly because there are com-
paratively few cases in which it can be used with any
semblance of propriety. When it is put forward, it tacitly
asumes that geographica facts are of paramount weight,
whereas the advocates of ' nationality' usudly take no
account of physica geography. The subject of the different
kinds of frontier, natural or historical, and of their impor-
tance in affecting the detinies of mankind, wes discussed
in a previous chapter. Here it need only be sad that the
map of Europe dafords very few natura boundaries so
definite and strongly marked, as to justify the assertion
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that reason and common snse requires that they should
be ds0 political frontiers. About the British ides and the
Spanish  peninsula no doubt is possible. Italy is amost
as distinctly defined by the hand of nature. Scandinavia,
but for its comparatively short frontier touching Russa,
is as insular as Great Britain. The Carpathians might
physically, but in fact do not, form the frontier between
the Austrian and Russian empires. Beyond these, how-
ever, there is hardly a mile of land frontier in Europe
which is natural in any valid sense—that is to sy, awell-
marked physical obstacle interposed between peoples differ-
ing in race and language.

As a matter of fact, natural frontiers are not often taked
of a present. The Italians choose to base their claim to
further extension of their political boundaries on language,
and not on the great barrier of the Alps. The rival schools
of politicians who dispute as to the natural frontier of India
are redly arguing as to the most advantageous policy foi
England to adopt, in view of Russan advance in Asa
and of other considerations, and use the phrase as a com-
pendious one for the frontier which, all things considered,
they deem it desiiable to hold.

There is, however, one claim of' natural frontiers' which
has been of seiious historical importance, and has done
much mischief. The French have long been experts in
the art of devising high-sounding generdities, which shall
support their own specific position or claim, and singularly
skilful in convincing themselves of their infallible truth.
At the Revolution they based their new legidation on
a Declaration of the Rights of Man. Long before that
they were drenuous in invoking the Maw of nature' as
a bass for doctrines about maritime warfare which it suited
France to uphold. On the same principle was put forward,
in support of the insatidble French passon for aggrandise-
ment, the theory that the natural frontiers of France were
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the Pyrenees, the Alps, and the Rhine. Nor is there any
reason to doubt the practical efficacy of such arguments.
The average Frenchman really bdieves in them: he thinks
that France is being defrauded so long as her frontier does
not extend to the Rhine. Hence in the many wars of
aggression that France has waged, whether inspired by the
pure greed of Louis X1V and Napoleon, or by the revolu-
tionary desre to extend the French system to other peoples,
the bulk of Frenchmen have sincerely believed their cause
to be just. Nay, so great may be the power of a plausible
formula, that writers not Frenchmen are found to accept,
as having theoretical validity, this French claim to a natural
frontier. Geography, of course, lends no support to the
most important part of this claim. About the Pyrenees
there can be no doubt, nor about the Alps between France
and Italy. Switzerland is from the point of view of
physical geography, somewhat of an anomaly, though a
most beneficial one politically. The whole left bank of the
Rhine is, however, and always has been during historical
memory, as entirely German in race and language as the
right bank. Nor does geography lead one to expect that
it would be otherwise. Jugt as physical geography adopts
the whole basin of a given river as a unit, so historical
geography shows in general the same race occupying both
banks. It is true that a large river is a good defensble
line in modern warfare, and that therefore it is convenient
to adopt it as the exact boundary, if under all the circum-
gances of any particular case the frontier is to be fixed
thereabouts. Otherwise it is contrary to geography, whether
the theory based on purely physical structure, or the practical
results of historic and pre-historic human action, to treat a
river as a natural frontier. In the particular instance under
discussion, it would be almost as reasonable to assert that the
Seine was the natural north-eastern frontier of France, as
that the Rhine is the natural western frontier of Germany.
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Whether France will ever again be in a postion to give
her theory any practical importance is for the future to
show. At presmt there is no sgn of dmilar theories being
put forward by any other nation : the fidd is pretty well
occupied by the analogous notions based on nationality.
Thee are very apt to be irreconclable with 'natural
frontiers 0 great is the divergence from what physcal
geography might dictate, that has come to pass historically.
And it may fairly be said that the cry of nationality is the
more likely of the two to desrve political acceptance
A real sentiment, however exaggerated, is a force that mugt
be reckoned with: a theory basad on physical fads will
remain a theory, unless some corresponding sentiment is
evoked. And if it be merdy a manipulation of facts to it
ambitious desres it is one of the baset of impogtures

There is ancther generdlization about higorical fads
basad on imperfect underganding of geography, which has
been repongble for a good deal of irrdevant nonsnse
though fortunatdly it is not capable of any mischievous use
Certain didricts are marked out by nature, it is said, to be
the 'cockpits of Europe/ the localities where great battles
mug from time to time be fought. Of course there is
a gnall amount of truth in this notion. For ingance, in
the many wars that have occurred in north Germany, it
would be drange if several important encounters had not
taken place on the open Saxon plaing where armies can
move fredy. Somewhere in the Danube basn, battles were
are to be fought when the French invaded Audria. But
the real reason why the regions commonly desgnated the
! cockpits of Europe—the Netherlands and the plain of the
Po—have been the sone of many decisve battles, is not
geographical at all. There was never a great battle fought
in the Netherlands, nothing beyond engagements arisng
out of some local conflict, large or small, until they passd
by inheritance into the hands of the Hapsburgs. Then
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misgovemment led to the revolt of mog of the provinces
and to the desperate Sruggle which laged through half the
sixteenth century, and ended in the independence of
Holland. But this was essmtialy a local, not a European
conflit. The case was altered when that contes left Spain
in poseson of the Belgian provinces  France, the heredi-
tary enemy of the Hapsburgs had thenceforth a region
where they could be conveniently attacked, and with good
fortune despoiled. It is not too much to say that, but for
the permanently aggressve character of French policy, the
Netherlands would have sen very few deddve battles. As
it was Louis X1V tried to conquer them, brought upon
himsdf European caalitions formed to check his unscrupulous
ambition, and achieved a snal messure of Luoces at the
ot of svera great wars Revolutionary France annexed
Bdgium for a time after another war, and log it again on
the fall of Napoleon. The only semblance of a geographical
reeson for Belgium being a European battlefidd appears
when Napoleon returned from Elba. Then Begium wes
the oountry in which his two nearest enemies could unite
their forces England from across the North Se, Prussa
from he Rhine provinces Napoleon saw his advantage in
attacking them before his other enemies were ready, and
Waterloo was the rexult.  Similarly, the plain of the Po has
ben in modern times a battleground, because Italy had
grown hdpless palitically. France and the Hapsburgs,
fighting for the dominion of Italy, necessarily encountered
each other in Lombardy. Naturally, it was in earlier times
the region where invaders of Italy would be met if possble
Hannibal was encountered on the Trebbia, the Cimbri near
the Ticino; but the Allia and Sentinum, Cannae and
Benevento, tell ancther tale.

There is another higorical commonplace bassd on
geography, which desrves at least a pasing notice  This
is the idea s forth in Wordsworth's famous sonnd, that
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the saa and the mountains are the natural homes of liberty.
It is unnecessary to Speculate as to whether the poet's
generaization was based upon more than a single instance
of eech. History shows that there is a certain dement of
superficia truth in the dictum, and geography can point out
the reason wBy] but it will be obvious that the term
"liberty' is used ambiguously. Mountains are a refuge for
a people who have the courage to sacrifice much in order
to preserve their-independence. They abandon the fertile
plains, commit themsdves to aruder life, and are prepared
to fight desperately, rather than submit to the foreigner.
This implies real courage and strength of will, but is com-
patible with the most backward civilization, with great
capacity for tyrannizing over others. The Scottish High-
landers adhered obstinately to their primitive clan system,
and to cattle-lifting in the Lowlands. The mountaineers of
Uri kept in the harshest subjection the people of what is
now canton Ticino. The liberty which has its home in the
mountains may only mean a bigoted determination to go
ongs own way. The Swiss, throughout their history, have
combined with sturdy defence of their independence a large
amount of political liberty; but there is not much trace of
either among the people inhabiting an equally mountainous
region south of the Alps. Still more emphatic is the contrast
between Switzerland and its nearest neighbour. Tyrol is
geographicaly indistinguishable from eastern Switzerland,
and the people are of the same race. Yet the Tyrolese
have never shown any leanings towards democracy: their
heroic struggle against a foreign yoke was inspired by
hereditary devotion to those very Hapsburgs whom the Swiss
had resisted as tyrants.

A sedfaring people will, from the nature of the case
become acquainted with foreign nations and their idess.
It has good opportunities of acquiring wedlth, as well as
breadth of view, and so far as the progress of civilized
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mankind is towards padlitical liberty, is not likely to be
backward in the movement. Commerce cannat flourish
without the security afforded by good government, and is
fatally gunted by oppresdve taxation, which is more likely
to be imposed by a dexpat or narrow dligarchy than under
a frex political sygem.  Sailors mugt have a large share of
courage, and that of the daring rather than of the pasdve
order; and therefore a maritime nation is likely to grive
bodly for its aims whatever they may be. History, how-
ever, gives very dight support to the theory that the s is
favourable to palitical freedom. Athenian dtizens lived in
extreme democratic equality among themsdves but they
were davehdders and grosdy oppressve to ther dependent
dlies Carthage had the faults of Athens in gronger
meadure was more essntially maritime, and was not demo-
cratic. Among the maritime dates in mediaeval Italy,
Venice, which proved the drongest, had an exceptionally
narrow oligarchy. The indances which favour the theory
are Holland, the mogt exdudvdy maritime of all nations,
and England. The former fought for its independence
with tenacity exceeding that ever nesded by the Swiss and
againg grester odds The latter has taught the modern
world what conditutional liberty means but can hardly be
sid to have learned it through the s, exogpt <0 far as
insularity favoured the English habit of resenting any form
of foreign interference The only real assidance that the
s gives to poalitical liberty is, however, bes exemplified
by England. If the main fighting Srength of a nation isin
its navy, that gtrength cannot be usad by would-be tyrants,
whether legitimate or revolutionary, to oppress its citizens.
Blake expressad not merdy his own view, but a permanent
truth, when, on being aked to take part againg Cromwell,
he replied that his busness was nat to interfere in palitics,
but * to keep foreigners from fooling us/



CHAPTER VI
SEA POWER IN PEACE AND WAR

SEA power, naval or commercial, obvioudy cannot exist
unless the geographical conditions permit; and the more
favourable these conditions the greater the power is likey
tobe The evidence of higory is, however, grongly againgt
the assumption that geographical facilities alone will make
a people maritime. The Phoenidans and the Jewns dwdt
dde by dde on the same coadt, but they made very different
uss of ther opportunities. The Phoenidans filled the
Mediterranean with their commerce, and were the greatest
maritime adventurers of the andent world, carrying ther
explorations far along the Atlantic coasts both north and
south of the entrance to the Mediterranean, if indeed they
did not actually circumnavigate Africa. The Jews never
devdoped any aptitude for the sea: Solomon at the height
of his power, though fully alive to the value of commerce
sEms to have employed Phoenician marine's. Venice
and Genoa were indesd amos compeled by geography
to be great at 3, if they were to be great at all. Genoa,
shut in by the Appennines, had no choice Venice was
sfe behind he lagoons 0 long as she made no attempt
at the acquigtion of territory inland. Geography, however,
does not account for the energy which enabled them to
arpass all maritime competitors both in war and in
peace. many other places in the Mediterranean had smilar
opportunities.
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Holland is the most conspicuous instance of a date
wholly created by the sea: its ocean commerce developed
hardy explorers as well as skilful ssamen, and supplied
the wealth which enabled the Dutch to carry through their
long struggle for independence, and afterwards to maintain
during most of the seventeenth century the most powerful
fleet in the world. The whole region of the Rhine delta
had for many centuries shared the same dedtinies. Small
principalities and city republics were intermingled, most
of them technically included in the empire, some under
the formal suzerainty of France, but all practicaly inde-
pendent. Then they had gradually come under the
dominion of Burgundy, aftewards inherited by Spain;
al were equaly injured and aggrieved by the Spanish
kings trampling on their ancient liberties and privileges.
All rose in arms, but the south succumbed to the foreign
yoke, while the north persevered. That the Belgians
thenceforth had little opportunity of maritime develop-
ment was not their fault; but nothing indicates that they
ever posesad the same aptitude for maritime pursuits as
the Dutch.

When ocean commerce began, Spain had an incredible
start. She poseses a large extent of coadt, severa excel-
lent harbours, and a very favourable position on the globe.
She had dso the further inetimable advantage of having
been the first to take possesson of vast ftracts in the
New World. The bad financia policy of the government
is doubtless partly answerable for the waste of thee ad-
vantages, but only in part. The people have never
exhibited the commercial spirit, nor valued industry in
any form, and they apparently lack the maritime aptitude
conspicuous in some other races. Neither in naval war,
nor in commerce, nor in exploration, have any Spaniards
been redly distinguished, a& any rate since Span was
united under one crown: the Catalan sailors contributed
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much towards making Aragon a power in the previous
centuries. The greatest of all discoveries was made under
the Castilian flag, but Columbus was not a Spaniard. Two
Spaniards indeed rank high among the daring and usualy
unscrupulous adventurers who have carved out greatness
for themsdves with the sword; but Cortes and PFizarro
were not salors, except in the sne that they crossed
the Atlantic. Indeed the often-quoted action of Cortes,
in burning his ships dfter landing in Mexico, is the best
proof that his instincts were not maritime. It wes a mag-
nificent piece of daring, none the less admirable because
based on calculation; but it was obvioudy not the act
of a man who vaued and relied on the s;a  Spain has
had great navies a one time and another, which have
fought with admirable courage; but their great disasters,
S. Vincent, Trafalgar, dbove all the Armada, have been
largely due to want of seamanship in the widest sense
Despite the advantages of their geography, the Spaniards
are not, and never have been, ssamen comparable to the
English or the Dutch, or even the French. This is all
the more remarkable since the Portuguese, scarcdy dis
tinguishable from them in race, produced during their
short golden age at leest two very great explorers, Vasco
de Gama and Magahaens, besdes others of lessr note.
Moreover they edtablished considerable commerce with
the East Indies, from which they were only ousted after
a long struggle with the Dutch. It may, however, be
plausibly argued that the maritime success of the Portuguese
was artificial, due to the initiative of Prince Henry the
Navigator, and that when his influence died out, the
maritime greatness of Portugal died too.

In face of these, and other less striking instances which
might be adduced, it is impossible to maintain that environ-
ment alone causes or prevents maritime power. Nor do
the cesss given accord with the theory that it is a matter
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of race; in fact the evidence tends rather the other way.
For ingance the Bretons the mog didinctivdy Cédltic
of the French people, are also ther bet sailors. whereas
it is certainly nat from the Cdtic sections of the population
that the British navy has been chigfly manned or officered.
The Boes of the Transvaal, descended from a highly
maritime people and sdulous in maintaining the tradition
of their desoent, exhibited, incidentally to the recent war, an
amog gratesque dread of the ocean: they regarded being
sent over s as a horrible injury to the prisoners. The
Norsemen and ther desendants are perhaps the only
race of whom it can be said that they are indinctively
maritime. Even the Gresks though the waters of the
Levant srved to unite Hellas and lonia rather than
to sparate them, rather dreaded than loved the s
Arigotle (Ethics, iii. 7), arguing that it is not true courage
to be inengble to fear, takes as his indances of things
which every one mug fear, earthquakes and the waves
The whole tone of ancient literature, s far as we possss it,
Hebrew and Latin as well as Greek, agress with Horace's
language in the familiar ode—

i robur e aes triplex
Circa pedus erat, qui fragilem truci
Commist pdago ratem.

It is only in modern times, and amog exdusvdy among
men who have inherited Norse blood, that the temper has
been devdoped which loves the s, and enjoys encountering
its perils—a temper almog essntial to maritime explor ation,
and of odbvious value for all maritime enterprisg, alike in
peace and in war.

If then the evidence forbids us to attribute the develop-
ment of maritime power in a given nation ether to race
or to geographical pogtion, can any principle be discovered ?
The cautious higorian will probably come to the condusion
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that it depends on natural selection in the widest sense
on the resultant of many forces, political fortunes and the
appearance of great leaders or foreseeing statesmen, as well
as race and geographical advantages. Nevertheless, there
are many ways in which geographical conditions help or
hinder a nation's power, in the form both of commercial
wealth and df fighting strength at sea.

Commerce, for obvious reasons, is mostly worked by
established routes, and the direction of these is mainly
determined by geography. On land, mountain chains and
other obstacles impede commerce or drive it to circuitous
channels; at sea, prevailing winds and currents determine
the best course for shipss. Commercial routes are of course
liable to change from age to age under the influence of
new geographical discoveries, or of political revolutions;
but they remain fixed, failing such disturbing forces.
Even in the ancient world, when ships rarely ventured out
of sight of land, commerce was mainly carried on by s,
more apparently than in the Middle Ages, when for various
reasons the products of the east largely came into Europe
by land. After the invention of the compass made it
feasble to traverse the ocean in all directions, instead of
hugging the coast, the advantages of sea transport for
merchandise became even greater. From about the date
of the discovery of America, commerce tended to be more
and more completely maritime, except for purely internal
trade. The invention of steam, while facilitating ocean
navigation, has rather checked than augmented this ten-
dency. The immensely improved speed at which goods
can be conveyed by means of railways has given back to
land carriage a little of its lost importance; but the s,
nevertheless, remains the chief medium of commercial
intercourse. It is mainly, though not entirely, of maritime
trade that we must be thinking, if we attempt to trace the
modes in which geographical conditions tend to favour,
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or to injure, the commercial wefare of a given city or
country.

The Mediterranean was for many ages the centre of
human civilization—assuming that we leave out of view the
abnormal and isolated civilization of China. But there
never was atime within historical memory when the luxuries
of the esst did not reach the Mediterranean, and form an
important dement in its trade. Until the discovery of
America revolutionized commerce, this state of things con-
tinued ; and it is chigfly in the political events which atered
the channds of eastern trade, that history and geography
reect on esch other in relation to commerce before the
sixteenth century.

There are three possble routes by which the gold and
diamonds, the silk and spices of the East Indies could be
conveyed to the Mediterranean basin—one atogether mari-
time as far as the Egyptian ports on the Red Seq one
up the Persan Gulf and across by land ether through Asia
Minor to Constantinople or to the Syrian ports, one entirely
by land to the shores of the Black Sea So long as Egypt
continued to be a highly civilized country, that isto say down
to the era of Mohammedan conquests, the Red Saa route
conveyed the greater part of the traffic from the east, with
which were included the products of Arabia and eastern
Africa, so far as they reached Europe at all. The Greeks
apparently carried on most part of the trade in the Black
Sea and in the eastern half of the Mediterranean, though
they voyaged but. little beyond Sicily. The Phoenicians, or
the Carthaginians who succeeded to the position of the
mother city, practically monopolized the commerce of the
western Mediterranean, after the Etruscan power dwindled,
and of the Atlantic coasts. Under the Roman empire
trade flourished: genera peace made it secure, and the
prevailing luxury created a grest demand for the commodi-
ties ministering to pleasure or ostentation. It seams that
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the volume of trade greatly diminished when the irruption
of the Teutons impoverished the peoples of western Europe,
and causd a diginct temporary retrogresson in generd
civilization. Commerce was not, however, diverted from
its old channd until the successors of Mohammed overran
Egypt. Thenceforth the Red Sea trade dwindled, and, 0
far as Europe was. concerned, ultimately oeesed to exig,
the mogt sgnificant event being the destruction in A. D. 767
of the canal joining the Nile to the Red Sea. Eadern
commerce followed the alternative routes mentioned above

Congantinople, dtuated, as has been said, where two
sBs and two continents meet, had been a place of great
trade long before it was made the capital of the Roman
empire. The divison of the empire into eas and weg,
folowed by the submergence of the wesern half under
the Teuton floods, left Congantinople more than ever the
head quarters of civilization. The loss of Syria and Egypt,
while grievoudy curtailing the Eastern empire, worked to
the advantage of the capital, which became the one
emporium of all trade between Europe and the eest. The
drength of the Saracens in the Mediterranean, followed
by the appearance there of the Norsemen, drove much of
the trade to follow overland routes. Land traffic up the
Danube into central Europe, or across the Balkan peninsula
to the Adriatic in order to reach Italy, all sarted from
Congantinople, which enjoyed a commercial pre-eminence
uch as no other city has ever posssssd.

It was again political events which brought the Medi-
terranean trade back to its natural maritime channds
and dedroyed the preponderance of Congantinople. Its
admirable geographical podtion was not suffident to com-
pensate for political decay at home, in the face of new
compsetition. The Normans drove the Saracens off the
s, and themsdves sdtled down to civilization. The
Eagern empire log Asa Minor, and bad government

GFORGE G
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diminished its wealth. The Italian maritime cities rose to
importance, and pushed their trade into what had been
the domain of the Greeks. The Crusades at once increased
the European demand for eastern luxuries which grew more
femiliar, and enabled them to be fetched from the Syrian
portsin the ships of Venice and Genoa. Finally, the fourth
Crusade dedlt a deadly blow to the Eastern empire: thence-
forth the trade of Constantinople itself passed almost entirely
into Italian hands.

It is afair matter of speculation how much the superior
geographical position of Venice contributed to giving her
the advantage over her rival, in spite of Genoa having
succeeded in establishing preponderant influence at Con-
stantinople.  Venice was conveniently situated for the land
traffic across the Balkan peninsula, and within reach of
ey routes over the Alps into Germany. Genoexe trade
was essy into France, but had a formidable competitor in
Marseilles: in order to reach the Rhine-land it had to
cross both Appennines and Alps. The time, however, wes
rapidly approaching when geographica discovery should
upersede Venice and Genoa as the great foci of European
commerce.

The discovery of America, followed immediately by the
opening of the Cape route to India, transferred the centre
of gravity of the commercial world to the shores of the
Atlantic. The Spaniards and Portuguese, who had the
first chance, failed to make good use of it. Holland,
followed in point of time and ultimately outstripped by
England, developed the nava aptitude requisite, and became
for the world at large what Carthage, and Constantinople,
and Venice, had in turn been for the Mediterranean basin.
It was naval strength, added to perfect geographical position,
which gave England her immense commercia prepon-
derance.  And since nothing succeeds like success, the
cutting of the Suez canal, which it was imagined might
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retore to the Mediterranean ports their lost advantages,
hes practically facilitated English trade. It remains to be
seen whether German commerce, centred in the North Sea
ports, will prove an effective rival. It is obvious that
Hamburg and Bremen are virtually in the same position
on the globe as London, without the security of being on an
island, but with the advantage of having the Continent open
behind them.

Naval warfare, pure and simple, is but little controlled
by geographica conditions. An army can only move by
roads, and must in general keep open its communications
with its base—the occasons on which it can venture to
ignore this necessty are too few and exceptional to be
worth dwelling on. The sea is open in al directions, and
trackless: a fleet can go anywhere at any time, and leaves
no trace of its passage. A fleet necessarily carries its own
supplies on board, and is only controlled by the need of
renewing them: and this may be done ether by having
recourse to a friendly port, or by the dispatch of laden vesds
from home. Before the invention of seam power the winds
played a vey important part in nava warfare; now it
is probable that adverse wegther is as great a hindrance to
an aimy as to a flest. An army is absolutely forbidden
to enter neutrd territory. If it does so voluntarily, that is
an act of war againd the neutral; if involuntarily, the troops
driven on to neutral soil are the prisoners of the neutral
power, and remain so until the end of the war. Ships
of war ae in generad not refused admission to neutral
harbours, though the duration and conditions of their say,
and the nature and amount of supplies which they ae
dlowed to obtain on shore, are in war time very strictly
limited by modern usage.

In land warfare, the stronger power usualy invades,
while the wesker dands on the defendve The wesker
may of course try to snatch an advantage by striking first,

G2
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but this is exceptional In any casg the invade is free
to sdet his line or lines of invason, though in doing so
he is necessarily governed very greatly by the geography.
When, however, he has once begun in earnes, he is com-
mitted to that particular course and only withdraws from it
if defeated Moreover, in evary gep forward, the topo-
graphical conditions are of vital importance The com-
mander on the defending dde may, or may not, be able
to foressg by the aid of geography, the direction of the
coming invasion. Even if he cannat, he knows when it has
begun what his task is: he mugt resg the enemy where the
attack is ddivered, and he can utilize such geographical
features of the country as are within the phere of operations,
and those only.

In purdy naval warfare, the conditions are totally dif-
ferent. The gronger dde can have but one naval objective,
the degtruction of the enemy's flegt, wherever that can be
found. Some part of its force may have to be employed for
other purposss of which protecting the national commerce
is the mogt obvious but these are merdy incidental duties
The wesker Sde sometimes dedines to risk a combat, and
kemps its ships in harbour, under the protection of shore
fortifications More commonly, it will try to prey on the
enemy's commerce, or to form combinations whereby a
portion of the enemy's fleet may be taken at a disadvan-
tage Both ddes can pass and repass fredy over the ocean,
which bdongs to nether. A drcuitous route to a given
degtination invalves no permanent difficulty of communica-
tions, nothing but immediate loss of time. If afleet is not
in dght, thereis nothing to tell an enemy where it is or in
what direction it is moving. Battles are fought not in
positions prepared beforehand, but on the trackless water.
They are indeed likdy to take place somewhere near
bdligerent ports if a fleet is intercepted when trying to
quit or enter one or near ocean trade routes on which
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merchant shipping may have to be protected or made prize
of. Otherwise geography influences the course of naval
warfare but little.

One important matter, essntia to the conduct of war at
sa under modern conditions mug not be forgotten. Steam
powe having “bexome universal, ships of war are liable to
be rendered'hepless unless they can renew from time to
time therr supply of coal. It is essential that there should
be ports, in reasonable proximity to the locality where
a fleet is operating, at which coal is readily procurable. In
time of peace there is obvioudy no difficulty; a man-of-
war is at liberty to enter any harbour of any nation in
which coal is for sale In war time however, the cae
is vary different. Coal is undoubtedly a munition of war,
which any neutral nation would be justified in refusng to
allow a belligerent ship to obtain in its ports.  Whether the
neutral is bound to refuse such accommodation is not desr,
though the ather beligerent might reasonably regard allowing
it as unfriendly, even as a definite act of hodility. Hence
during war a beligerent ship, unless it can have coal st
after it, a mogt cumbrous and difficult alternative, can only
rely on coaling at a harbour belonging to its own date or
to an ally, should sveral nations be involved in the war.
The practical result is to compd maritime sates, which may
have interests to guard, or naval warfare to conduct at
a digtance from their own shores to acquire coaling ations,
under penalty of not being able to carry on war away from
their own waters. During the war of 1898 between Spain
and the United Sates for ingance, it would have bemn
impossble for an American flest to attack the ocoests of
Spain. On the other hand, there is no power on the
continent of Europe, except possbly France, which could
make a naval attack on the coeds of the United States
and even the French harbours in the Wes Indies are
a long way from any point worth attacking.
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Even in the days before steam, the maritime nations
deemed it well worth their while to occupy isolated spots
on routes important for their trade. It was as a port of
cal on the voyage to the East Indies that the Dutch
occupied the cape of Good Hope, and the English
S. Helena. The French made of Mauritius something
more, a secure base from which their Indian enterprises
might be dispatched or controlled. What was highly
convenient in former times has become essentid now.
Singapore, which is sometimes caled 'the cod-hole of
the east/ and Aden, which desarves a similar appéla
tion, are among the most valued of British possessons
Malta is more vauable now than ever, if England is to
keep up her naval strength in the Mediterranean. These
ae only instances. there ae plenty of other coading
stations about the world, belonging to a variety of nations,
and it is in the nature of things that more should be
established.

It is obvious that coaling stations, if they are to rjerform
their vital function of furnishing resources for naval war,
must be adequately fortified and garrisoned.  Otherwise
they offer tempting marks for a hogtile attack; and they
gither are doubly lost—for the capture of them transfers to
the enemy the advantage which they were intended to
provide—or they cripple the nava campaign by requiring
a fleet for their protection. The proper maintenance of
coaling stations once established, a nation which is stiong
at s will find no red difficulty in reinforcing and otherwise
supplying them during war, and will derive inestimable
advantage from them. On the other hand, they ae
a sious tax on the resources of a belligerent who is
weeker at s than his antagonist. In fact, he is in
a painful dilemma: without them he cannot wage war at
a distance, while, if he holds them, he is extremely likely
to se them captured. There have been no great navd
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wars’ since steam came in, but the ready way in which
England seized French and other idands, both in the East
and West Indies, during the wars of the eighteenth century,
may serve as an illustration.

There is every difference between purely naval warfare
and military expeditions sent over seg, though the latter are
obvioudly feasible only to a tolerably strong maritime power.
Indeed, it is hardly too much to sy that a serious invasion
over s is impossible in face of superior nava strength,
though of course expeditions on a smaler scde are feesble
under certain conditions. Descents made by a pretender
on his native soil are obvioudy not cassin point.  Such an
expedition depends for success on the amount of support its
leeder receives among the people of the country he thus
enters, not on continued supplies from the land he st out
from. The only apparent exception to the rule realy con-
firmsit: Alexander the Great invaded the Persian empirein
face of a fleet so superior that he thought it usdess to main-
tain one in opposition to it. His invasion was, however,
made across the very narrow waters separating Europe from
Asia Minor, and in his days there was no thought of keeping
an army continually supplied from its base of operations.
Moreover, Alexander showed, as soon as he had mastered
AsiaMinor, his full appreciation of the value of naval power.
He proceeded to besege Tyre, the head quarters of the naval
power of Persa, and persevered, in spite of enormous
difficulties, to a successful end. Then, aided by circum-
dances in some sene geographica—by the fact that the
Phoenicians and Asiatic Greeks, who furnished the king of
Persa with a fleet, were merely his subjects, and had no
attachment to his throne—Alexander transferred to himself

! The Russo-Japanese war is from this point of view no exception.
The combatants were separated navally by half the circumference of the
globe, and neither sde had any isolated possessons, moreover, the
Japanese fleet never left its own waters.
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the preponderance of maritime drength. He was thereby
enabled to conquer Syria and Egypt, and so etablish a firm
bads for his empire round the eastern Mediterranean.

The dispatch of an army by sa is aways a sgious
undertaking, even if the troops are being snt to a friendly
country. It invaves the assambling of a vad number of
ships a tedious embarkation, ssfe convoy across the water,
and an equally tedious landing. Seam has diminated one
great difficulty, the nead of waiting for a favourable wind:
but the impedimenta of a modern army have grown o great
that dther the number or the dze of the trangorts mug
be far larger than formerly, involving increased time and
trouble in landing. Of coursg if the expedition be for the
invason of a hodile country, other difficulties arise The
invading army, assuming it to sucosed in landing, has to
bring all its supplies and renforcaments, and to ke up its
communication with home for all purpoes ao acos the
sm, giving occason for much deday, and opportunity for
the invaded date if not utterly bereft of a navy, to drike
dangerous blows And if the invading army be defeated
and driven back upon its ships it cannot expect to re-
embark without very heavy loss

As againg these serious drawbacks an expedition snt
by sa has one immense advantage It can land at any
place on the hodile coat which is not too dgrongly
deended. The enamy thedore unless able to fight at
s, mud guard the whole coad, or resgn himsdf to being
invaded, and trugt to being able to mea the invaders before
they have had time to do srious harm. So great is this
advantage that a high military authority some years ago
maintained that in casee of a general European war, with
France and Russa in arms againg the Triple Alliance, the
British fleet alone would be worth something like half a
million of men to the Triple Alliance Germany beng
decidedly inferior to Russa at s, and Italy to France, he
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argued, they mug guard their coagts everywhere: and this
he calculated would require for Germany 200,000 men and
for Italy 300,000. The British fled would have given
preponderance at sa to the Triple Alliance, and therefore
have ¢ free all those men for active operations on land.
It is immaterial whether the conditions have or have not
atered, whether the original calculation was numerically
accurate. Within possbly wide limits it was cbvioudy
sound, and it affords an apt theoretical illustration of the
power which naval drength may confer for military pur-
poes There is one possble flaw in such reasoning: the
date threatened with invason might leave the coasts alone,
and kegp an army at some central ot ready to be
digpatched againg the invader wherever he appeared. It
is not, however, every government which would have the
nerve to face the risk of an invason unresged, even for
a few days jugt as very few troops will fight in line with no
reerves behind them. It is obvious however, that with
the tdegraph to give ingantaneous information, and with
railways immensdy accderating the trangport of troops ove
long digances the time during which an invader landing
on the coas would be free to act unopposed becomes very
short. The rik of failure is 0 much increasad that the
prize of success nead be great indeed to judify incurring it.
Practically no military expedition over s is worth while
unless the invader can calculate on supporting it with his
full fighting strength, which implies permanent command of
the s, or, at the veay lead, inflicting some irreparable
injury on the enemy. War beween England and France,
other powes for whatever reason being not concerned, has
happened before, and might occur again. In that casg
a French invason of England, given the present proportion
of naval grength, would be lunacy, unless it were thought
worth while to sacrifice the whole expedition for the chance
(say) of degroying Portamouth. An English invason of
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France, unless for a similar object, would be equaly foolish,
because no command of the sea could avail to maintain an
invading army againgt the gigantic numbers which a great
nation, having universal military service, can place in the
field.

A very narrow arm of the sea will serve as an impassable
barrier, if the difference in nava strength be sufficiently
great. In 1402 Timur, with his destroying hordes out of
central Asig, totally defested the Ottoman Sultan, and over-
ran Asia Minor with e But as he had no ships, he was
unable to cross into Europe: the redics of the Ottoman
power were ssfe beyond the narrow Bosphorus. In 1812-3
England was dle to guarantee Sweden againgt attack by
Napoleon's overwheming land armies across the dmost
equally narrow straits at the entrance of the Baltic.  When
Napoleon expelled the Bourbon king from Naples, he was
powerless to depiive him dso of Sicily; nor, though the
whole of the territories belonging to the king of Sardinia
on the mainland were actualy annexed to France, had
Napoleon ever a chance, in face of the British fleet, of
acquiring the island of Sardinia

Historical indances showing what an army can and
cannot do, when transported and maintained from beyond
the s are best taken from English history. England, as
an idand date, has necessarily carried on war in no other
way, if we leave out civil wars, or what for geographica
purposes a leest amount to the same thing, wars with
Scotland before the union of the kingdoms. Indeed, there
have been very few such enterprises which were not English,
at least in modern history; ancient history records the
disastrous failure of the Athenian expedition to Sicily, in
spite of Athens being the leading naval power in the Greek
world, and Scipio's success in carrying the second Punic
war into Africa. The latter is scarcdly a cae in point, as
Rome and Carthage were then fighting for the mastery all
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round and over the western Mediterranean. The navd
superiority of Rome, however, was a most important factor
in the war. It compedled Hannibal, whose rea starting-
point wes the new, not the old Carthage, to pass the
Pyrenees and the Alps in order to invade Italy, and
prevented nis deriving any real support from home.

English history however abounds in instances, from
expeditions which were little more than raids to long and
serious wars, some successful, some disastrous, but most
of them illustrating one or more of the genera principles
dready indicated. These are: (i) the assdlant has the
great advantage of surprise, as the enemy cannot tell where,
perhaps not when, the blow will fall: (2) the assalant has
another advantage in mobility; he can with comparative
e shift his base of operations. (3) military failure will
involve disproportionate loss.

The expedition sent in 1807 to Copenhagen, in order to
forestall Napoleon's intended seizure of the Danish flest,
weas perfectly successful, partly at least because the Danes
were surprised, though they were probably not very reluc-
tant to yield to palpably superior force. Buckingham's
expedition to the ide of Rhe, in 1627, succeeded at the
outset, but proved a disastrous failure because it wes
impossible to sustain it from home when France put out
her strength. When Sir John Moore was left in command
of a small English army at Lisbon, in the latter part of
the year 1808, Napoleon was himself in Spain with probably
ten times as many troops. Neverthdess Moore could
advance into the heart of Spain, serioudy threatening
Napoleon's communications, because he could change his
base a will. He lost serioudy in retreating to Corunna,
but he would never have been able to return to Lisbon
at all, snce the very superior French forces, instead of
merely pushing him back towards his port of embarkation,
would have been able to take him in flank. Similarly, in
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the last campaign of the Peninsular war, Wellington based
his whole scheme on the same facility. He didodged the
French armies, which opposed his advance from the Douro
to the Bidassoa, by continually turning their right flank.
And this he-was able to do because, instead of dragging
a lengthening chain from Lisbon, he could transfer his
supplies round to the ports on the bay of Biscay, whence
the distance to his left wing was very short. In 1854
the allies landed unopposed on the coast of the Crimea,
because they were free to sdect the spot; and when, rightly
or wrongly, they deemed it necessary to pass Sebastopol,
they were free to fix themsdves as they would on the coast
to the south of the town. Their base being in fact the ses,
they could utilize equally well whatever ports were for
military reasons convenient. It should be said, however,
that the task of capturing Sebastopol would have been
considerably harder if the Russans had possessed a rail-
way into the Crimea, or even thoroughly good roads.

A less obvious, but even more important, illustration of
the value of the sea as a base of operations is furnished
by the campaign of Waterloo. Wellington's army was guar d-
ing the western portion of the Belgian frontier, drawing its
supplies from the sea, chiefly through Ostend. The Prus
dans lay along the eastern part of the frontier, their base
being on the Rhine. So long as the allies were united,
they were far stronger than Napoleon; the risk lay in their
being separated. This the two generals agreed should
not happen, and their adherence to this resolve, in spite
of Napoleon's having struck successfully at the point of
junction between them, was rewarded by complete success.
It will be plain that the difficulty was much diminished
by the fact that Wellington's base was the sea. If forced
to retreat he could, at the cost of some inconvenience,
direct his supplies through Antwerp instead of Ostend, or
even through ports further north. Bliicher ran a greater
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risk, but he might reasonably rely on temporary asisance
from his English colleague, and the need could be but
temporary. These condderations may, or may not, have
been presmt to the minds of Wellington and Blucher: the
whole campaign was too short for any difficulty to have
actually arisen; but they are written on the face of the map.

Wolfes attack on Quebec, though the whole expedition
was on no vey great scale gives perhaps the mos perfect
illugration in all higory of what sea powe can do to
asSg military operations Wolfe's expedition saled up the
S. Lawrence unopposed, the French having practically no
men-of-war to face the exorting flest. Having command
of the water, Wolfe could land anywhere, and naturally
pitched his camp on the south bank of the river, Quebec
being on the north, with the French camp along the same
shore bdow the town. By means of the ships Woalfe could
attack the French when he pleased, and they could not tell
until the las moment where the attack would be ddivered.
The natural grength of the place was great, and the French
had a congderable superiority in numbers though part of
their foroes were of comparativdy little value. Neverthdess
by judidous use of the flet Wolfe sucoesded in landing
unopposd, and in fighting a battle under conditions which
prevented the enemy from bringing his full srength to
bear, s0 that the superior quality of the British troops won
an easy victory.

The same general condudons can be deduced from the
long and sugained wars which England has conducted,
with every condition againg her except sea power. The
Hundred Years war opened with the great naval victory
of Suys thencgforth English forces could be landed
amog anywhere on the French coad. And if the war
ended in failure, the tak of conquering France beng
impossble if France chose to ress geadily, it was through
the facilities offered by the sa that it achieved a consder-
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able measure of temporary success  The same holds good
of the Peninsular war as a whole, of which more is said in
another chapter. On the other hand, when the American
colonies revolted, ther sucoess was assured when France
and Spain took part in the war, thereby temporarily de
priving England of that full command of the sea, without
which he armies in America could not be reinforced or
upplied.



CHAPTER VIII
GEOGRAPHY IN WAR

WAR, in the modern ssnse of the word, is dtogether
basad on geography. The determining motives may be
very various, from the sdfish ambition of a despot to the
excitement of a democracy that deems the national honour
insulted; but they do not much influence the methods in
which war is carried on. These depend, mainly if not
entirely, on the geographicad conditions of each separate
case; and the meaning of these has to be deduced from the
date of the art of war, which varies from age to age.

This is obvious in relation to modern wars, into which
the intellectual element enters ever more and more, as opera
tions of all kinds become more elaborate; but it holds good
universally. Even in the encounters between contiguous
tribes of savages which may more appropriately be called
fighting than war, the configuration of the ground gives
advantage, casually or through design, to one party or the
other. It is impossible to imagine geographica conditions
under which the surface of the earth should be entirely
fegturdess. Even on an open plain there must be water,
or human life cannot be sustained;, and water a once
influences the mode in which warfare can be carried on.
In deserts, where springs are not numerous and the streams
originating in them dry up or sink into the earth after a
short course, the spots where springs rise become strategic
points of vital importance. On a more fertile plain, the
sreams, large and small, become obstacles and therefore
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lines of defence They can be forded only at certain points,
or their banks are marshy: and theflatter the plain themore
likely it isthat the smal sreams will be found to be thus
rendered difficult of passsge  Moreover, human occupation
rapidly gives artificial importance to certain spats The
exact localities in which toans grow up may be determined,
on an open plain, by more or less trivial accidents. Probably
it would have made no difference, at any rate from a military
point of view, if they had grown dsawhere  But when once
they have been edablished, they are henceforth points at
which an enemy mug drike if he intends conquest, which he
will avaid if intending a mere raid, within which the inhabi-
tants will gather for defence or to plan a counter attack.
Roads are marked out leading from one town to ancther,
which will naturally cross the dreams at convenient pats;
and thexe become of ever increasng importance as warfare
is more developed.

Thus even on the flattest plain conceivable, there is ample
opportunity for geography to influence the course of warfare:
and as a matter of fact reglly flat plains are few, if we leave
out of gght the desrts which bardy admit of any settled
inhabitants. In the regions which are habitually, and quite
reasonably, regarded as level because they contain no im-
portant ranges of hills, there are usually minor inegualities
of aurface auffident to make a vas difference in the conduct
of a campaign, gill more in the tactics of battle For
ingance, European Russa is aways dexribed as one vagt
plain: in the whoe expanse there is only one range of
hills worth marking on a map of moderate scale  In the
500 miles or more between the frontier and Moscow,
traversad by Napoleon's invading army in 1812, there are
no variations of leve exceeding about 200 feet: yet the
campaign was as full as any other of occasons on which
the geography, or the topography, materially influenced the
course of events
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In average country there are of course the same geo
graphical conditions affecting war as on the flattes plain,
and others besdes There are rivers large and small, with
the towns and other results of human occupation: and there
are aw hills, and perhaps mountains, which may in many
ways influence the course of military operations. A con-
sderable mountain range, if it lies between the bdligerents,
is a srious obstade to the assilant, and probably deer-
mines the plan of defence for the other party. If it runs at
an angle to the common frontier, it will tend to limit the
theatre of operations to one sde or the other of the chain.
Lessr ranges of hills, besdes acting somewhat in the same
way as greater ones may furnish defensve pogtions or
shdter from the enemy's observation the movement of
troops. Isolated hills, while serving on a small scale as
points in a postion for battle, are aso of great value
as dations for reconnaitring.

Occagonally warfare has to be carried on in a region
which is altogether mountainous, as for ingance in nearly
all the fighting which has taken place in India snce the
suppresson of the Mutiny, or when the Tyrolese roe in
1809 againg the Bavarian rule impossd on them by
Napoleon. In that ca s0 much musg turn upon the
configuration of every mile of ground, which will of course
vary inddfinitely, that very little generalization is possble
Very much greater advantage will obvioudy be derived from
thorough knowledge of the ground in mountainous than in
levd country, whether that bdongs to native inhabitants
or to troops specidly trained. A marked ingance of the
former is unfortunatdy familiar to us in the Transvaal. In
that extremey difficult and broken region, armed bodies
of Boers repeatedly evaded pursuit and surprised English
detachments, through their knowledge of the ground enabling
them to move by night or in any weather, which ther
enemies necessarily could not do.  An ingtance of the latter

GEORGE H
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is to be found in the admirable work done by the native
guides on the north-west frontier of India.

Paradoxical as it may sound, thoroughly mountainous
country in one respect approximates closely, for military
purposes, to open plain. Exceptional importance in both
attaches to roads. The flatter a plain is, the more likely
it is that there will be marshy ground, through which a
properly made road is essentia, as conducting perhaps to
the only spots where rivers can be crossed.  Similarly, in
really mountainous country the existence of a road will
determine the direction in which advance can be made.
Probably in both cases troops can move, with more or less
difficulty, without roads: it is perfectly possble that the
route adopted for a given mountain road is merely one of
sverd that might have been sdlected. The existence,
however, of a properly constructed road makes so great a
difference that it practically will be used even for troops,
and for their impedimenta there can hardly be any option.
A genera defending a mountain ridge might well hestate
to destroy the one road across it, so long as he intended
any defence a all. So long as the road was available, he
might fed certain that he could concentrate his energies on
holdingit: if it had cessed to exist, his assalants would be
left to the resources of nature, and might advance by any
line that was naturally feesble. In ordinary country, where
there are neither large marshy tracts, nor difficult hills,
troops can much more easily move in the open, away from
roads, aways assuming that the fields are not thickly
enclosed, as is mostly the case in England. For its heavy
train an army must everywhere depend on roads, but the
more the actual troops can dispense with them the fagter an
advance can be made.

Thoroughly mountainous regions, that can become the
theatre of war, are however rare, amost as rare as feature-
less plains. For the most. obvious reasons, military opera
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tions are commonly conducted in what may be caled
average country—with probably a fair admixture of hill
and dale, with the land at any rate high enough in general
above the dreams not to be converted into svamp.  Such
land is the fittest in all regpects for human occupation, and
therefore contains a maximum of population, and the largest
share of the points which an invader would naturally aim at.
We may take it that mog campaigns are conducted in
country of this type, more or less leve without being a dead
flat, more or lessfringed or intersected by hills and mountains
without being filled with them, and certainly traverssd by
a fair number of greams large and small, which may run
at any angle to the line of operations. About campaigns in
country of this description it is possble to generalize, and
discover in what ways geography will commonly affect the
operations of war. Infeences from them may be little
applicable to extremes of mountain or of plain: but the
latter, being exceptional, will very probably presnt each its
own problems for solution, and experience derived from one
will be relevant only in the vagues way to ancther.

The lag two piecss of warfare carried out by English
troops, if we ignore the amall though difficult expedition
into Tibet, are cass in point In the Khartum campaign
the advance was made up the Nile and across desert, the
genera making his own road as he moved, and accumulating
on it amog unlimited supplies. It would be a very dubious
inference from the pefect wucosss of that expedition to
imagine that the same thing would be feasble in European
warfare. In the Sudan there was no choice of method, and
the enemy waited to be attacked: a divilized enemy would
certainly not allow time for a proces 0 daborate The
theatre of the late war in south Africa, besdes being very
extensve, is generally mountainous, and exceptiona in its
mountain formation. It is a country in which mounted
troops have epeda advantages in which as innumerable

H a
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defensve postions can befound. 1t would, however, be very
hazardous to infer from south African experience that the
whole future of war was with mounted troops, or that the
Boer tactics could be sucoessully adopted on the European
plain.

The general modes in which geographical consderations
govern the conduct of war may perhaps be best seen if we
gart from the alphabe of the art of war, from the primary
diginction between drategy and tactics Strategy is the
art of conducting a campaign—of so moving armies as to
obtain advantages over the enemy without fighting, and
to encounter him on favourable conditions when battles
have to be fought. Tactics is the art of fighting, of s0
usng troops as to have the best chance of defeating the
enemy. Both drategy and tactics are in some snse two-
fold, for attack and for defence the two are clearly sparable
in theory, even though practically there are few campaignsin
which one sde is altogether on the defendve throughout.

When one nation attacks ancther, the assilant will from
the nature of the case have some object in view, for which
invason across the common frontier will be the firg sep.
(Nations which have no common frontier can of course only
engage in maritime warfare, or in invading expeditions
carried over seg, which areirreevant for the present purpose)
M any consderations other than geographical may determine
the object to be aimed at: for instance, it may be thought
expedient to occupy immediately a piece of territory that is
in digoute between the parties, or a province that is dis
affected to the enemy. In general, however, the object will
beto drike at the enemy's capital, or ather vital point which
he mus defend, and thus to bring about a dedsve battle.
Given that such is the object, the plan of campaign will be
determined amog entirely by the geography. In thisis of
course comprehended much that is the result of human
action, the gstuation of towns, epecialy of fortresses and
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the lie of roads which indudes the bridges or fords by which
they aossrivers  In a farly level country these will be the
points of chief importance: the hills will probably sgnify
but little drategically, though tacticaly they may be of
great value to the defending sde in furnishing advantageous
pastions in which to await attack.

The drategy of the defence mugt for the sake of dearness
be spoken of firs. Even though the initiative is with the
other dde, the plan of the assailant cannot be formed except
in reference to the fortreses and other defences of the
country invaded. The defending army takes up whatever
postion is dictated by the drcumsances of the casg military
or palitical. Very probably, until the invader moves it is
widdy digpersad 0 as to cover the whole of the assailable
frontier, but prepared to concentrate as soon as his plan is
digdosed. Certainly, it will be intended to concentrate in
uch a manner as with or without the aid of fortreses to
bar the enamy's way to whatever are deamed vital points
The way may be barred in more than one fashion, if the
geographical conditions permit. The dbvious methad is to
await attack in a pogtion directly dosng the enemy's road;
but it is also possble, by means of a fortress or perhaps of
natural features of the country, to take up a postion flanking
the enemy's line of invason. He mug, unless he is over-
whelmingly the sronger, turn asde to attack, under penalty
of exposang himsdf most dangeroudy. It is, however, com-
paratively rarely that a postion can be found rendering this
method safe for the defending sde, which will naturally be in
mogt casesthe weaker .

The extent of the initiative which the invader posseses
is thus greatly limited. If there are two or three main routes
by which he can aoss the frontier, one or more may be
rendered indligible by geographical facts, or by the defences
organized beforehand. Assuming, however, that there is a
choice from the moment that he has made it his initiative
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amounts to little more than fixing his rate of advance That
is to say, drategically he mug choose once for all, and
thenoeforward is committed to maintaining his line of com-
munication, and to advancing in the direction which the
enemy's retreat, if he does retreat, leaves open.  Tactically,
of course, he adoptswhat method hethinksfit for manoeuvring
the enemy out of a formidable postion, or, if necessary,
attacking him in it. One or two concrete ingances will
render thee somewnhat vague and general condderations
more inteligible: all of them are taken from the Napoleonic
wars.

When Napoleon rexolved to attack Audria in 1805, the
Audrian army, for political reasons occupied Ulm, very
far in advance of the frontier of Audria proper. Thiswas
a grand opportunity for Napoleon, who could dispose of
enormoudy superior forces Marching his army to the
Danube by carefully combined movements, he succesded
in surrounding the Audrians at Ulm, and forcing them to
surrender, after which the direct road to Vienna lay open.
Had the disparity of force not existed, Napoleon mug <ill
have begun by attacking UIm: he could not have risked
invading Audria by any other route, with a condderable
army basad on a fortress ready to take him in flank or rear.
The geographical postion of Ulm determined absolutey how
the aggressve campaign was to be conducted: Napoleon,
doubtless, could hardly have wished it otherwise but s0 in
fact it was

In 1815 the English and Prusdan armies in Belgium,
though superior, were for palitical reasons ganding on the
defensgve  They therefore were oread out along nearly the
whole frontier, until Napoleon disdosed his plan of attack.
Even in that generally levd country, thickly populated and
with many roads there were but few lines practically only
two, by which Napoleon could invade Belgium. Wellington
and Bliicher expected him, on the whole, by the route that
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he actually sdected, which was that giving him the best
chance of success They could not, however, take for
granted that he would adopt it, and concentrate accordingly,
without offering him a dangerous opening by the other route.
The allies were therefore obliged to keep their forces more
or less dispersed till the French attack began; and critics
sy that "Wellington, at least, was unduly dow in concen-
trating. This however is a detail: the essential fact is that
in the absence of fortresses, or natural features, to limit
Napoleon's movements, he had a real choice of plans, and
his enemies had to wait for his initiative.

When Napoleon invaded Russiain 1812, there were only
two routes available: one through Prussia, crossing the
frontier at Kowno and leading to Vilna, the other through
Poland leading to Minsk. There were many other roads by
which troops might and did march; but these two alone
were fit for the vast transport of a large army. For many
reasons the northern one was best suited for Napoleon's
purpose, and he in fact adopted it for the bulk of his huge
forcess The Russans could not put into the field, at the
outset, much more than half his strength. They were bound
for political reasons to occupy the frontier province as long
as possble. Therefore they were also bound to retreat a
long distance, before they could even concentrate, as soon
as the invasion began. They had no fortresses worthy of the
name which were concerned in the war, and fortresses would
have been of little use had they existed. Napoleon with
his great superiority of numbers could have spared troops
to blockade them, and still combat the Russian armies on
more than equal terms: and in that vas plain any place
could be turned. The only essential thing for the invader
was the use for his trains, not necessarily for his soldiers
of the main road he had sdlected.

Napoleon's belief at the outset was that if he could gain
one great victory the Tzar would submit. His objective
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therefore was nat the capital, but the main Russan army;
consequently he had to follow it wherever it might retreat.
As a matter of fad the Russans migudging ther true
policy, had condructed a great intrenched camp at Drissa,
low down'the Dwina, and to it their larget army retired
from about Vilna. Perceiving ther migake just in time,
and finding that the second army, which had been guarding
the frontier opposite Poland, was pushed s far south-ead-
wards that it could not reach Drissa, the first army abandoned
Drissa, and marched up the Dwina to Vitepsk and thence to
Smoensk, where the soond army came in Napoleon
followed them all the way, without ever bringing them to
a deadsve action. Thus the geographical conditions prac-
tically tranderred the initiative to the Rusdans given that
the invader was bent on fighting a grest battle. They had
only to continue retreating in the direction that suited them,
and he mug neads conform to their movements

Ancther consderation which frequendy governs the
drategy of the defence is the postion of rivees.  No
condition can be more favourable for prolonged resstance
to invadon than the exigence of a sies of rivers cutting
across the invader's natural line of advance  Each of them
in successon proatects the front of the defending army: the
crossng of each in face of oppostion presnts a new problem
for the enemy to lve  Permanent bridges can be destroyed,
and though the enemy may condruct new ones this is a
work of some difficulty in case of resstance  The tributaries
which flow down in successon from the Alps into the Po,
make of north Italy an ideal theatre of war from this point
of view, provided that the combatants are facing ees and
west, as was the caee many times over.  The roughly parallel
oourses of the Oder, the Elbe, and the Weser have served in
asgmilar manner, though lessnaticeably and less frequently.
Perhaps the most remarkable ingance of the importance of a
river arosing the path of an army isfurnished by the Berezina.
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Napoleon, retreating from Moscow, had only that one river
over which to force a passage. It is not too much to say
that, but for misunderstanding and mismanagement on the
part of the Russians, he must have failed utterly and been
compelled to surrender. Even as it was, the relics of his
army escaped as a mere mob of fugitives.

Rivers, whatever their direction, are of course likely to be
important factors in the strategy of a campaign; but their
effect varies indefinitely with the varying plans or strength of
the combatants. Wars fought in the same region, between
combatants who have the same frontier and the same general
objects, will necessarily bear some little resemblance to one
another. But unless rivers directly cross the combatants
line of operations, the resemblance is likely to be very dlight.
In 1809, as in 1805, Napoleon attacked the Austrians in
the upper Danube basin, and in both cases he entered
Viennain triumph; but beyond that main fact thereislittle'
similarity between the two campaigns.

Circumstances varying so greatly, it is only possble
to point out in a very general way the mode in which
rivers affect a campaign. Several cases may however be
mentioned.

1. An army moving up and down the course of a large
river will have its flank very effectually protected, if it can
move within a fairly short distance of the river. The enemy
can only cross by bridges, that is to say only at known places
if he has them in his possession, or by constructing bridges
for himsdf, which cannot be done in a moment. Hence
a sudden and unexpected flank attack is virtually impossble.
Many wars exemplify the value of such protection: the most
noteworthy instance is perhaps that furnished by Napoleon's
defence of France in 1814; but it is at the same time the
most complicated, because he was resisting two separate
armies converging towards Paris.

2. Crossing a river in face of a reasonably strong enemy
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always involves srious risk, though less in modern times,
when such a movement can be covered with long-range
artillery, than in the days when fighting was mogtly hand to
hand. In 1297, a large English army was st across the
Forth at Stirling by a dngle bridge to attack Wallace
posted on the hills beyond. Wallace was therefore given
the opportunity of charging down, when part of his enemies
had aosad the bridge, and could not be supported by the
remainder, and inflicting on them a svere defeat.  Napoleon
in 1809, after failing to force a passge of the Danube at
Aspern, waited until he had accumulated so many bridges
that his troops could cross amod as fredy as if no arm of
the river had intervened. Thus he could nat only bring his
army in adequate concentration on to the field of Wagram:
he a0 had full means of retreat in cae the battle had gone
againg him.

3. It is proverbialy dangerous to fight a battle with
a river in rear. This ddf-evident truth need only be
illugrated by the battle of Friedland, which was a crushing
defet for the Russans soldy because Napoleon succesded
in cutting, them off from the bridge in rear of their I€ft, and
0 drove them againg the river which they had crossd to
attack him. A river, as has been said above is a valuable
protection to the flank of an army, whether on the march or
in battle pogtion. Circumgances, however, may arise such
as to convert this protection into a cause of desruction.
The Lancagrian army at Towton, having its left flank
turned, was driven headlong into the river Cock, on which
its right flank had rested. The French pogtion at Blenheim
was behind a small gream running about at right angles into
the Danube. When Marlborough had broken through the
French centre the whole of ther right was entrapped between
his victorious troops and the Danube, and had to surrender
or perish.

Ranges of mountains or of hills affet a campaign in
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a mewhat amilar manner. Their influence as frontiers
has been aready discussed: a fev words only need be
added as to the differences between them and rivers
regarded as obgades to the movement of an army, or
protection to its flank.

1. A range of hills that has to be crossd presants always
the same amount of obgtade, unless a bdligerent hdds it
long enough, and deams it worth while, to condruct new
roads—a very improbable contingency, though he will
naturally repair damage done to roads by his retreating
enemy. It ismuch more feasble to lay additional pontoon
bridges over a river, 0 as to minimize its interference as
an obgade

2. A range of hills if taken as a line of defence will
naturally be used in the oppodte way to a river. A defending
army will take pogt not behind it, but on the dope or the
summit, 0 as to compd the enemy to attack uphill, as
Wellington, for ingance, did at Busaco. Such a postion has
disadvantages, one of which is that little or nothing can in
general be concedled from the enemy's observation.  This,
of course, applies to a hill or mountain range of some height,
not to mere risng ground, which is an amogt esentia
condition for a defensive postion.

3. Mountains or hills screen the flank of a moving army
from observation as well as from attack, unless the enemy
ucosds as is on the average probable, in reaching the top
of the range and reconnoitring beyond. The movement
of Surrey's troops, when he marched round to intercept
James |1V of Scotland encamped at Flodden, was made
behind mere risng ground beyond a little river passable
a many places but it was not discovered by the Scats
until too late. As protection to the flank of a dationary
army, hills are fectual unless the enemy can etablish
himsdf on them, as he will naturally try to do. In that
cae they become a source of weekness not of srength:
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this, however, belongs to the department of tactics rather
than of strategy.

When we come to dealing with tactics, geography—or,
.as it may be more appropriately called in this connexion,
topography—enters into everything. Here again so much
turns on detail, which is literally infinite in its variety, that
only a few generalizations are possible, to which may be
added two or three illustrations of the vitally importanj
influence that may be exerted by topographical details.

i. The flatter a country is, the more difficult it is to
discover an advantageous position for battle, that is to say,
a position which gives the defender assgance in meeting
a direct attack in front, and also such protection as will
prevent his flanks from being readily turned. After
Napoleon had reached Smolensk in 1812, the campaign
resolved® itself into a retreat of a single army by the
straight route to Moscow, followed by the invaders. The
Russans, who intended to stand at bay sooner or later,
retired on and on till their general could find a fairly
good position. It was mainly the lack of such features
in the topography that prevented the battle, which in fact
took place at Borodino, from being fought much further
west. For the same reason, Napoleon could easlly have
turned the Russian position at Borodino: he fought because
he desred to do so, not because he could not advance
without a battle.

2. What is, or is not, a favourable position is a matter
depending entirely on the state of the art of war, on the
character and range of the missles in use, on the eguipment
of the troops, infantry or cavalry, that engage at close
quarters. Harold's position at Hastings was excellent for
its day, but it would have been quickly rendered untenable

! This, of course, refers only to Napoleon's immediate army and
immediate antagonists, and leaves out of sight the operations on the
very distant flanks.
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by a cannonade from the higher ground opposte The
lates devdopments in war, the vedly increasad range of
artillery and rifle fire, and smokdess powder, give great
advantage to the defence provided that the country is of
auch formation that suitable podtions can be found. In
flat country, especialy if there be many endoaures thee
improvements tend to render war more difficult and un-
certain than ever, though this is partially counteracted by
one of the latest of all military devices the use of balloons
for reconnaitring.

3. The importance in war of small topographical details
may be illusrated from almost every campaign, or even
battle. The following are specdmens, Hected moreor les
at random, for the possble variety is o great that none can
be fairly called types. When the allies attacked Napoleon
at Dreden in 1813, they very naturaly pushed ther left
down towards the Elbe, s0 as to cut Napoleon's line of
communication with France. Unfortunately their gaff did
not know of, doubtless the maps in use did not indicate,
a long and degp raving with ddes 0 predpitous as to
be totally impassable by troops. The oconsquence was
that the left, when it had descended to the plain, was cut
off from the res by this ravine of Plauen, could not be
reinforced, and was destroyed by the French. That is to
sy, this detail of the ground converted into a srious defeat
what otherwise would have been no more than afailure to
make much impresson on Napoleon's defence

Again, the battle of Maloyarodavetz, which is often quoted
as the turning-point of Napoleon's career, depended entirdy
on a fact of topography. When Napoleon was beginning
his retreat from Moscow, he attempted to take a south-
westerly direction, ingead of following the draight route
back. The Russan commander who firg discovered this
movement, and realized that it was essntial to intercept it,
saw that this could be done at Maloyarodavetz, and nowhere
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dse The advanced guard of the French had aready
occupied that village when it was attacked by the Russans
Reinforcements could only come over a sngle bridge
reached by a short dope commanded by Russan artillery.
After a long and murderous sruggle the French succesded
in driving off their immediate assailants, which compdled
the withdrawal of the artillery: but by that time the whole
Russan army was at hand, and the French were srategically
defeated. In other words all turned on the fact that the
river to the north of the actual sene of combat flowed at
the bottom of a degp trough.

An illugration, on a ill smaller geographical scale
occurs in the last dage of the same retreat. Every gun
and every waggon which the French had preserved s far
had to be abandoned dos to Vilna, because they could
not be dragged up a trumpery little hill, the ground being
frozen. Smilarly, at Busaco, the exigence of a gmall
hollow, soooped out of the face of the dope which the
French had to asend, enabled Crawford's divison to
aurprise with crushing dfect the main French attack.

So vital indeed is geography, in full detail, to an under-
ganding of war, that readers of military higory ned
a geda warning that maps unless on the larget scae
may easly midead them. Small variations of height, such
as would hardly be shown on a map unles it were
daborately contoured, may have immense importance, as
in the indances already cited. Again, on a map there will
often be nothing to show the character of roads whether
they be wdl-condructed highways or mere tracks To
guote one of the mos famous and mogt important, cases
in point, critics are perhaps entitled to asert, from the
map alone, that Grouchy could have saved Napoleon by
'marching to the cannon' of Waterloo. In reality, the
ground being such as it was with no made roads available,
no exertions could have brought Grouchy to thefidd in time.



CHAPTER [IX
OUTLINES OF EUROPE

[The two maps inserted in this chapter are identical so far as the
physical features indicated are concerned.

In the firgt of them, Europe, so much of it as is shown, is divided
according to the watersheds into the sections named in the text at
p. 118. Such parts of the boundaries between these sections as are
formed by real mountain chains aremarked with athick line: those parts
which are formed by considerable hills, scarcely rising to mountains,
are marked with a thin line: those parts which in nature are barely
perceptible, or are purely conventional, are dotted. In two places,
between Russia and the plain of north Germany, and between Russa
and the lower Danube basin, no boundary is marked at all. In the
former case any line that might be sdected, such as the almost
nominal watershed between the Oder and Vistula, would mean nothing.
In the latter case the accident that the Pruth flows into the delta of
the Danube makes it impossibleto draw a boundary line at all.

The second map gives the political divisons of Europe at the present
time. Those parts of the political frontiers which coincide with water-
sheds, as shown in the other map, are marked with a continuous line;
the remainder are dotted.

It can thus be seen at a glance to what extent the present political
frontiers correspond with those which physical geography tend> to
suggest.

It has seemed expedient, for the sake of having the maps on a larger
scale, to omit the portions of Europe north of the Baltic, and also the
eas of Russa. The sea forms the frontiers of all the northern lands,
s0 that there are no watersheds to delineate for the purposes of this
chapter; and the east of Russia is on the extreme edge of Europe, which
alone is under consideration.]

THIS work does not pretend to attempt the impossble
tak of describing all the influence exerted by geographical
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conditions on human higory. All that it profeses to do is
to indicate the modes in which that influence works with
aufficent illugrations from actual higory. For this pur-
poe it is unnecessary to look far beyond the limits of
-Europe, of which the geography has been longest known.
After all, it is on this gage that the greater part of the
drama of higory has been performed: and that higory
is known more continuoudy, and in fuller detail, than
anything earlier. Vag as the interest is of the pag of
Egypt, and Assyria, and Palegtineg, we have not the materials
to oondruc more than an outline narrative of events
rardy full enough to judify inferences on such matters
as geography is concerned with. It may therdfore affice
if we condder the map of Europe, as partitioned on physical
principles, and then go on to compare this with the general
digribution of races and languages, and with the exiging
palitical dividons.

The method mogt commonly adopted in describing a por-
tion of the earth's surface, from the point of view of physical
geography, is to take the river badns as units, the water-
sheds between them beng the boundaries. This is
thoroughly suitable for historical purposes a river basn,
as we have seen, tends to be occupied by a snge race
a chain of mountains tends to be a barrier between races
At the same time, it mug not be regarded as too important:
ome watersheds are bardy perceptible, nearly all fail to
keep races totally apart. Nor, of coursg is it reasonable
to make a diginct unit of each separate river basin, at any
rate for higorical purposes Many are far too small: others
are divided through a great part of their length by very
dight watersheds Nearly all rivers as they approach the
s, flow through a certain digance of plain, and it becomes
amog accidental whether two rivers unite, in which case
one technically becomes a tributary of the other, or com-
plete their course apart. No usful purpose in reation
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to higory could possbly be served, for ingtance, by treating
the badns of the Tyne and the Wear as didinct units. No
barriers that a traveller could discern sparate, in the vast
Russan plain, the dreams that flow to the Black Sea from
those that form the Volga and drain into the Caspian, or
from thoge* flowing into the Baltic. Still less is the boundary
marked 'between, for ingance, the Niemen and Dwina, or
the Dniepr and Dniestr, which flow to the ssme ssa. The
Rhine and the Meuse unite in ther common ddta, the Po
and the Adige do not. It would be obvioudy abaurd, from
the higorical point of vieNVJ to attach any importance to
casslikethex

The reault is that, in dividing up Europe on physcal
principles into a sries of sections which shall have a
ome higorical ggnificance one mug  finish off much
of the ddimitation arbitrarily. The sacoads alone are
unmigakable The mountain chains form excdlent and
obvious boundaries 0 far as they go, but they dwindle
away to nothing in most cases before reaching the coad,
or in some othe way fail to furnish complete boundary
lines. Like the bones in a skdeton, they do not quite
reach the external wurface but they neverthdes furnish
the solid framework for a map of the whole.

The British idands are the only section of Europe about
whoee natural boundaries there can be no question even
of detail. The Spanish peninsula in the extreme south-
wes is dmost as dearly defined by means of the chain
of the Pyreness, which forms its one land frontier. The
Italian peninsula is smilarly marked off by the Alps
though the conformation of the mountain chain prevents
the frontier from being fully defined at dther extremity.
The Scandinavian peninsula is for practical  purposs
equally separate, though its line of junction with the
Continent, in the far north, is marked by no natural
festure. The Balkans run across the eedernmog of the

GEORGE |
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three great Mediterranean peninaulas and form a fairly
dear boundary line beween the southern or maritime
portion and that which bedongs to the Danube badn.
The rest of Europe however, the trunk to which these
peninaulas® may be regarded as limbs, is congderably less
easy to partition in a smilar manner, for the reasons
aready suggesed.

The badns of the rivers flowing out of France to the
English Channd and the Atlantic, the Sane, the Loire
and the Garonne, form one natural section, of which the
eadern boundary is dearly marked, A line drawn from
Cape Grisnez, where the draits of Dover are narrowes,
south-eagwards to the northern end of the Argonne hills,
and thence in a southerly direction along the aet of the
Argonne, Cdte d'Or, and Cevennes sparates this region
from the basns of the Rhine and Rhone. This is do
roughly the eastern frontier of mediaeval France except
that mogt part of the small basin® of the Schedt, north-
ead of this line drawn from Cape Grisnez, was under the
suzerainty of France till the sxteenth century. In some
parts, expeciadly north and ess of the Sane basn, the
watershed conggs merdy of high ground; in others there
are wdl-marked ranges of hills, some of which are not
unworthy to be called mountains. Between the Cevennes
the highest and the southernmog of these and the Pyrenees
there is a wide gap, where nature draws no frontier. Nowhere,
however, are these hills high enough or rugged enough to
form a redlly sious barrier, and in mos places they are
no barrier at all. Asa matter of fact, France has extended
beyond them everywhere  Indeed, it would not be difficult

! The boundary might have been drawn east of the Scheldt, with
rather less physical propriety, but with no practical difference.  On the
west of the Scheldt the watershed is clearly traceable, though never
rising to serious hills; on the east the Scheldt basin merges in the delta
of the Rhine and Meuse.
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to arrange French higory snce the thirteenth century, when
the process began, and therewith much of European higory,
as arecord of the easward expandon of France aoross these
limits.

Between the Cevennes with ther northern continuations
and the wedern portion of the Alps is the basn of the
Rhone, a wdl-marked unit from the point of view of
physical geography, and in the early Middle Ages politi-
caly one', as the kingdom of Aries or Burgundy. The
northern boundary, which sgarates it from the Rhine is
in mogt of its length very dearly defined by the Bernese
Alps and the northern part of the Jura.

The wesern boundary of the Rhine basn has aready
been given by implication; it is the line of high ground (it
is scarody anywhere more) from which the Sane and its
affluents desoend.  The Rhine and its firg tributaries rise
in the central Alps, draining some sixty miles of ther
northern face A spur, running northwards from the main
chain, sparates the Rhine from the I nn and cther tributaries
of the Danube. This, gradually dwindling into mere hills,
crdes round the lake of Congance, and connects with the
otherwise isolated mass of hill country called the Black
Fores. In the eagern edge of the Black Forest rises the
Danube, and dose along its northern bank there isa chain
of consderable hills, sometimes known as the Swabian Alps,
which extends as far as the wetern corner of Bohemia
North of this is the basn of the Main, the chief eagtern
tributary of the Rhine. Another chain of hills running, at
fird north-westwards, from the same corner of Bohemia,
sparates the Main basn from the Wesr and Elbe, and
extends neerly to the right bank of the Rhine.

East of the lower Rhine begins the great plain of north

! The frontiers of this kingdom And o the Rhane badn were nat
identical, but they did nat differ sricudy.
I 2
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Germany, travesed from south to north by uccesive
rivers. At nether end has it any definite boundary. The
watershed between the Rhine and the firg independent
river which flows paralld to it into the North Sea can
of coure be traced, but it is imperceptible on any but
maps of the largest scale  Similarly on the eag the plain
extends unbroken to the Ural mountains There is no
physical reason why Germany should be made to end, and
Russa begin, at any particular line. The exiging frontier
is, and any frontier in that quarter mug be, the result of
purely higorical causs

It has been said above that the hills forming the northern
watershed of the upper Danube lie near the river asfar as
the western corner of Bohemia. The Danube passs at the
southern corner through a magnified defile between the hills
that endose Bohemia and one of the easern sours of the
Alps, giving a character of definitdy marked separation
to the upper Danube basn. Bohemia is in fact the key to
the physcal geography of all Europe north of the Alps.
Roughly square in form, it has its angles towards the four
principal points of the compass and each of its ddes is
formed by a wdl-defined chain of mountains or hills, with
only a snge outlet for the whole of its river drainage
This outlet is at the northern angle, where the Elbe emerges
on to the German plain. The principle mogt in favour with
physcal geographers, that of dividing up the earth's aurface
by the watersheds would therefore make Bohemia beong
to northern Europe. As a matter of higory, it has aways
been dosdy connected with the regions to the south and
ead, and for good geographical reasons  The two northern
ddes of the square are real mountains, not risng to the
level of perpetual show, but sufficently lofty, and rugged
to conditute definite obdades to intercourse And the
defile through which the Elbe pases is not wide enough
to neutralize the sparating dfect of the mountains on
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dgthe hand. The other two faoss are on the contrary,
mere hills, through which roads can readily pass epedally
the M&hrenwald on the south-eadt.

A ot line of hills connects the Riesengebirge on the
north-eegt ,pf Bohemia, with the Carpathians, the mog
important mountain chain north of the Alps. The Carpa-
thians dart from near the Danube, some way east of
Bohemia, and form more than a semi-crde, endodng the
Hungarian plain, and returning to the Danube again where
it makes its final bend to the esdwards The head of the
Danube basn is, as has been said, separated from the upper
Rhine by a spur from the Alps. That chain csss to be
angle a little further east The southernmog branch runs
down the eagern shore of the Adriatic, and connedts with
the Balkan mountains Between the other ranges which
sread out like a fan, rise the various tributaries that join
the Danube on its southern bank, ssveral of them uniting
firg into a dnge river. The whde of the Danubeland
forms of coursg a sngle divison of Europe, if we adopt
the watersheds as the natural lines of partition: but it is
in no way fitted to be a sgarate poalitical unit, and has in
fact never been such.

The larges of the settions into which Europe is divided
physcally is conveniently called by the name of Russa
From the Baltic to the Black Sea, from the coas of the
North Sea to the Ural Mountains, extends a virtually
unbroken plain. The wesern portion of this is north
Germany, as already dexribed, with no natura festure to
mark it off from the larger portion on the east. Otherwise
the boundaries of this vast region are, except in two or three
places very dearly defined by nature The Arctic Ocean
and Baltic form its northern limit, with an arbitrary line
across Lapland from ssa to & The Ural mountains lie
on the ead, with a gap between them and the Cagpian.
The chain of the Caucasus runs aoross from the Caspian to
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the Black Sea.  Finally the Carpathians divide Russa from
the Danube basin, though here again there isa gap between
the eedernmog  point of the curve dexribed by the
Carpathians and the Black Sea.

It thus appears that physcal geography would divide
Europe into the following sections—

i. Spain. 2. Gaul®. 3. The British ides 4. Rhone-
land. 5. Rhinesland. 6. Italy. 7. Balkan-land. 8. Danube-
land. 9. North Germany. 10. Russa. 11. Scandinavia.
To thexe may with advantage be appended, 12. Bohemia,
as eadly diginguishable from 8 and 9, between which it is
endosad. It mugt, however, be borne in mind that the
boundaries between severd of these settions are not srongly
marked by nature, and in a fev indances are purdy
arbitrary. In the® fomer dass is nearly the whole eagern
frontier of 2,a condderable part of that between 8 and 9,
and small portions of others. In the latter dass are the
eagern and in ome sne alo the western frontier of north
Germany.

It is of course not meant to be suggeted that the fore-
going divison isin all repedts such as ought to be adopted
politically. Historically speaking, other consderations which
come within the province of geography, though they do
not exdusvdy beong to it, determine the boundaries of
nations as much as the lines of the watersheds Given
races have in fact come to occupy given didricts, the limits
of which have been determined largely by phydcal fads
but partly aso by influences which cannot be called geo-
graphical, such as the comparative energy exhibited by races

! Thisnameis not perfectly apt, as Ganl in the Roman snseincluded
more; but France has a much more definite meaning in modern ears
Nor isthere any more inconvenience in using the term as a name for a
well-marked geographical area somewhat less than the historical Gaul,
than in using, as all theworld does, the name Italy for a geographical
areafar larger than theoriginal historical Italy.
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which found themsdves contiguous It is unnecessary for
geographical purposs to enter into quegtions as to how
or why one race prevailed over ancther, even if it were
ease than is in fact the case to discern the reasons why.
But diginctions of race and language play so important
a part in determing national frontiers, and generally in
governing the whole course of higory, that it is necsssary to
take a general survey of ther digtribution.

A prdiminary quegtion arises which it is esse to ak
than to answer, asto what ismeant by race.  Anthropologists
have of late years laid great dress on the shape of the skull,
and this is certainly the characterisic mog readily observed
in the remains unearthed from primitive burying-places
Colour is partialy a result of dimate, but only partialy.
Evidence of colour however is for obvious reasons little
available, even the dexriptions given of their barbarian
neighbours by writers of civilized antiquity lack predson at
bes, and inspire little confidence in those who realize how
vague were the terms denoting colour current in the ancient
world. Language might ssem atest; thereis never a doubt
as to the group, philologically speaking, to which a given
tongue bdongs. Higorically however many peoples have
changed their language, voluntarily or under coercion: and
it would be a contradiction to say that they thereby changed
their race.

The evidence available as to the inhabitants of Europe
before the dawn of authentic higtory is not very extensve
proportionately to the length of time during which it is
judged, from the earliest remains, that man has exised upon
the earth. It ssams aufficent to support the presumption—
from the nature of the case it cannot amount to certainty
—that traces have been found of all the races that have
dwdt in Europe. For higorical purposss the matter is not
of great importance: if we can desgnate the peoples which
inhabited the various regions at the period when some
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definite knowledge begins, and can trace their subsequent
movements, questions as to their ethnical affinities, however
interesting, are not vital for the comprehension of history.

It has been very truly said that for races to remain
separate a large amount of space is requisite. How the
divergences in -shape* of skull and other physical features,
or in type of language, were originally brought about,
cannot be ascertained, and conjecture on the subject is little
better than wasted labour. So long as population was
very sparse, separate races, however they originated, might
very easily remain apart. As soon however as numbers
have grown somewhat, so that tribes come to be in more or
less close contact, instead of being surrounded by large
unpeopled lands, intermixture of race begins. Slave raids
perhaps come first, but actual conquests soon follow. Men
and women belonging to alien stocks begin to live sde by
side, and as soon as the repulson towards all strangers,
which seems to have been a general instinct with primitive
man, has worn away, the two peoples blend. In historical
times, individuals betake themsdves for all manner of
reasons to foreign lands, sometimes in large numbers, and
are readily absorbed into the population. Thus in the
modern world there is no such thing as areally pure race,
at any rate among civilized mankind. What are called
characteristics of race in features, colour, &c, are un-
doubtedly observable still. In a rough and general way
it is true that a given race inhabits a given locality; but
probably in the regions which are said to be most exclusively
occupied by a particular race, there is not a single individual
of literally unmixed descent. Fortunately for mankind,
mixed races seem to be the strongest, mentally at any rate,
and probably physically also.

History and geography are not therefore compelled, or
even tempted, to take no account of race. With all the
vagueness resulting from uncertainty and confusion of
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theory, and from actual admixture, race is a real thing of
which history must take cognizance. It is however per-
missible, if not necessary, in view of this vagueness to lay
Sress upon language, which cannot in itself mislead, though
the human beings speaking a given language may not be all
of one descent. It is historically correct to speak of the
Cdltic race, for instance, as denoting all the peoples who
talked the same or kindred languages, without inquiring
whether they all had the same shape of skull.

The Old Testament affords ample evidence that the Jews
absorbed foreigners, and that they did not consider them-
sdves to be thereby destroying the separateness of the
nation, to which they jealously clung. The fiction of adop-
tion, which plays no small part in Roman law, reconciles
the real fact of admixture of race with the theory that it
is kept pure. Enough is discernible of conquests and
immigrations, in ages of which no regular history exigs
to make it certain that a considerable mixture must have
taken place, practically everywhere, before the peoples from
whom the modern world has been developed emerged into
the light of history. The centuries that have since eapsed
have continued the process of admixture, and yet racial
types can be easly discerned ill. History need not
hesitate to accept as facts the various so-called races which
are found inhabiting the world at a given period. If
anthropology can class them, and disclose their affinities
from a much more dim and distant past, so much the
better: but it is not essential to history.

For the sake of clearness, it is besx to begin with the
state of things in the palmy days of the Roman empire,
and this for more than one reason. So little is known of
the lands outside the Mediterranean basin, which came to be
included in the empire, before the date of their conqued,
that only the most general statements can be made: any-
thing more detailed must rest more or less on conjecture.
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Moreover, the Roman dominion itsdf exercised a potent
influence, both in trandforming the language of many of its
aubjets and generally in civilizing them, which meant
fixing them in permanent habitations and putting an end to
any nomad tendendes The greater part as of the
movements of peoples in the subssquent ages were rather
conquests than migrations.  The Teuton tribes that overran
wedern and southern Europe added doubtless a new
eement to the population, but it was everywhere a minority
which was eventually absorbed, adopting the language of
the conquered. New ideas they doubtless brought in:
feudaliam, if not entirdy Teutonic, was so partially, and
represtative inditutions, with the other political ideas that
had not desoended from dasdcal antiquity, grew up altogether
among the Germanic peoples These things however are
not geographical.

Theland frontier of the Roman empire in Europe may be
taken, for the purpose of a general view of the geography,
to have bemn the Rhine and the Danube. It istrue that
the Romans pushed a little way beyond the Rhine above
the confluence of the Mosdle, and aso beyond the upper
Danube about as far down as Ratisbon, covering this grip
of territory with a defensve wall, after the fashion adopted
by them in Britain to hold off the Picts. but this made no
practical difference A dvilized date aiming at no further
advance, and desiring only a frontier conveniently defensble
againg the barbarians beyond, the Romans ddiberatdy
setted the line of the great rivers and except at the angle
between them adhered to it. A river, however broad and
desp, is no great obdade to uncivilized tribes, provided
that they have progresad <o far as to congruct boats and
that ther movements are unopposed. It is obvioudy
impossble, however, for such a people to aoss a river in
face of resgance from a disciplined army.

The Romans had ample mative for extending their svay
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to the Danube, and not being content with the barrier of
the Alps, in the fact that for centuries Italy had been liable
to invason by the wild tribes whose movements beyond
the mountain chains could not be watched. Moreover
Caesar in his conquest of Gaul had found himsdf involved
with the Helvetii and other peoples dwelling north of the
central Alps. West of the Rhine there was no great
mountain range to serve as an aternative frontier. Never-
thdess the Roman rule left comparativdy little traces
behind, dther in the region beween the Danube and the
Alps, or on the Iet bank of the Rhine. There are towns
which bear Roman names and something of the Roman
municipal inditutions survived. To what extent the Roman
language ever was current in these frontier digtricts, beyond
the actual towns we have no adequate data for judging. All
that we can sy for certain is that, not very long after thefall
of the Western empire, these didricts were inhabited by
peoples probably altogether Teutonic in race and certainly
speaking a German tongue.

West of the Roman provinces along the Ieft bank of the
Rhine, which bore the sgnificant titles of Germania Superior
and Inferior, nearly the whole of Gaul, as wel as of Spain,
adopted the Roman language. Ethnologists differ as to the
amount of non-Cdtic dements in the population which
Cacssr aubdued. There was cetainly some Teutonic
admixture on the ees and north-eadt, though it may be
difficult to determine with certainty how far into Roman
Gaul it extended. There was certainly in the south another
dement, or perhaps two, probably pre-Cetic. The bulk,
however, of the country to which the name of Gaul is
given above for geographical convenience, the region whose
rivers drain into the Atlantic and English Channe, was
Cdltic in race, and permanently adopted the language of
their conquerars  The only digtrict in Gaul where a Cdltic
tongue lingers is in the remote peninsula of Brittany, into
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which, from its geographical postion, the Roman influence
would naturally have pendrated mog dowly. Even hee
it is doubtful whether the assmilation by Rome was not
completed: some ehndogists hold that Brittany owes its
name, its language and its digindiveness of race to
Cdtic fugtives exaping from the Saxon oonquest of
Britain.

The cae of Spain is somewhat smilar. Ethnologigs
do nat find the available evidence auffident to dedde with
certainty whether the Iberians, who were undoubtedly the
chief race in Spain, were or were not akin -to the Cdts.
The extent and importance of the race which alone can be
sid definitdy to aurvive, the men whose desoendants ill
dwel in the wetern Pyreness and ek the admittedly
pre-Aryan Bagjue language, are as a matter of conjecture
At both ends of the Pyreness the races dweling on the
south dde ssan to have gread northwards into Gaul:
there is a little digrict in the south-wesern corner of
France where Basque is ill current. Generaly speaking,
however, in Spain, as in Gaul, the native peoples adopted
the Latin language and civilization.

In Britain the evidence of language is dearer. The
whole population was practically Cdtic, of the Cymric
branch in the portions which the Romans subdued, of
the Gadic in Ireland and the Highlands of Scotland that
remained independent. Whatever prior inhabitants there
may have been, they had blended peacefully with the Cdts.
The Roman occupation was not long enough or thorough
enough to impose the Latin language on the people of
Britain, though many Roman placenames survive and
Latin words were adopted into the Cymric language.

Beyond the Rhine and Danube, Teuton tribes were the
immediate neghbours of the Roman empire, kindred of
the inhabitants of the Roman provinces beyond the Alps
and on the western bank of the Rhine. Roman armies
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had penetrated among them, once at least with some
success but the great defest of Varus in A.D. 9 had
caussd Augudus to lay down the rule, to which his
successrs on the whole adhered, that conquest further
into Germany had better not be attempted. How far the
Teutons extended, we cannot dosdy determine The
Savs had followed them out of central Asa and entered
eadern Europe: they apparently occupied the Russan
plain, but there is nothing to show exactly how far their
tribes extended aong the Baltic. The Carpathians may
be taken as indicating the limit beyond which the Savs
did not pass till the movement of the Teuton tribes, falling
upon the enfesbled Roman empire, left room for them in
central Europe.

It is neadless to trace in any detail the movements of the
Teutonic peoples, who introduced a newv dement into the
dying civilization of Roman Europe. Suevi and Visgoths
Franks, Odrogoths Lombards, they were all of the same
kin. Some of them were aready subjects of the empire
and filled the ranks of its armies  They knew its wesknes
and were tempted by its wealth. Naturally Italy was the
chief centre of attraction: and mog of the Teutonic races
found ther way into Italy at some time or another. The
Odrogoths under the great Theodoric s& up a regular
kingdom, which fel before the revived energies of the
Eagern empire under Judtinian. Then it was the turn
of the Lombards, who again were conquered by the Franks,
invited by the Popes Long before this the Franks had
overun Gaul, except the south-west, where the Vidgoths
had aready edablished themsdves and a great part of the
lower Rhineland. The Suevi and Visgoths occupied
Spain, the Burgundians the Rhone basin. All alike came
in as a conquering minority, bringing with them their own
laws and cusgoms.  All alike were impressad by the superior
civilization with which mog of them had aready some
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acquaintance, and gradually blended with their new subjects
They learned Chridianity, though much trouble arose out
of some of them adopting the Arian form of it. Mos of
them learned the Latin language, or such debassd form
of it aswas vernacular in the provinces of the now extinct
empire.

Sav tribes moved into the regions left vacant by the
migration of the Teutons southwards and westwards
Bohemia and the scond Danube basn were filled by
them. How far they advanced into what is now Germany
is not quite certain; Sav placenames not far eeg of the
Rhine indicate, unless there is error in the identification
of them, at leas a temporary occupation. For practical
purposes however, they retained no hold wes of Bohemia;
and they were driven back along the Baltic at a somewhat
later date. The nameof mark (boundary), given to Branden-
burg and other didricts between the Elbe and Oder, long
aurvived as reminiscences of the machinery found necessary,
in the days when Germany was first organized, to expd and
hold at bay the comparatively barbarous Savs

The migrations of the Teutons, and of the Savs in ther
rear, were confused and complicated by the great Hunnish
inroad; but as they had begun before the Huns appeared
on the sene 0 they were continued after these formidable
enemies had passad away. Thedevatating flood of savages
who under Attila threatened to submerge European civiliza-
tion altogether, ebbed away without leaving behind any
depodt of totally alien inhabitants. They destroyed much,
and they broke up more: for they contributed towards
driving the Teutons upon the Wesdern empire, and they
apparently hdped to carry Savs whom they had subjected
and uprooted, down into the regions north and ess of the
Adriatic. It is even suggeded that presure from the Huns
&t the Anglesand Saxons upon migrating to Britain. Other*
wise no acocount need be taken of them here; and it becomes
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unnecessary to approach the disputed quegtion of ther race
affinities. Certain it is that they were Turanian, if that
word is gill allowed to have any connotation. That is to
sy, they were connected in race, though possbly very
remotdy, with the Avars who invaded south-easgern Europe
in the sixth ceQtury and like the Huns disappeared as a
people, and with the Mongols of the thirteenth century, the
lag utter barbarians to devagate a large portion of Europe
and vanish again.

Similarly, the Moors who conquered Spain, and were
ultimately expelled, made no permanent impresson. The
monuments of ther art are among the greatest treasures of
Spain: some Arabic placenames have survived, and there
are words of Arabic origin in the Spanish language, just as
there mug be some admixture of Moorish blood. Sub-
gantially, however, Spain is in race and language what the
Moors found it, though common subjection to alien maders
may well have hastened the fuson of the conquering Vidgoths
with the romanized | berians.

In Britain aone the invading Teutons did not find a
thoroughly romanized population; and they themsdves
were more completely untouched by Roman influences than
any of their kindred. They occupied the southern and
eadern parts of the idand, exterminating or expdling
thence the Cdtic inhabitants, but they left the Cdts in
posession of the north and west.

Thus we find that, when the Teutonic migration has
ended, Spain, Gaul (in the narrow snse), Italy, the Rhone-
land, remain Roman in language, and in inditutions also,
except <0 far as the dominant Teutons had overruled them.
The Rhineland and the upper Danube, and the western
part of north Germany, remain Teutonic in esch as in
race and the greater part of Cdtic Britain has become
Teuton as. In Scandinavia nothing has occurred to
digurb the previous date of things. the people are
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Teutonic, though possbly not of the neares kindred to
the Germans  The Balkan peninaula is growing more and
more Greek in language and in sentiment, a process which
became more marked and more rapid after the temporary
dominions of the Eagern empire in Italy had been log
again. Finally, Sav races are in posesdon of the reg of
Europe, except where the Finns remain isolated and of no
historical account.

Two madifications, and two only, of the general digtribu-
tion of races and languages have occurred snce if we except
the gradual regaining of ground eastward by the Germans,
which has already been referred to.  The Magyar came out
of central Ada, as the Huns had done before them, etab-
lished their head quarters like them in the lower Danube
basn, and like them sread terror and devadation further
wes. Instead however of dissppearing like the Huns, they
turned Chrigians and settled down to a permanent occupa:
tion of the land now called Hungary, reducing to subjection
its Sav inhabitants Later gill the Ottoman Turks, kindred
in origin to the Magyar, conquered piecemeal the relics of
the Eagern empire, and etablished themsdves as mages
ove the Greesk and Sav peoples of the Balkan peninsula.
The peculiarity about the Turks, due mainly to their
religion, is that they never have blended with their sub-
jects.  Chrigians and Turks live dde by sde but remain
sparate, it is quite impossble to draw geographical
frontiers dividing Greeks, Bulgarians, and Turks with any-
thing like accuracy.

If we now compare the modern map with the physcal
divison* of Europe, and with the general disribution of
races and languages, we shall be in a podtion to undergtand
the extent and nature of the influence exerted by geography
on the modern ddimitations.

.i. The natural frontier of Spain is now the palitical one:
but within the peninaula there is the sparate kingdom of
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Portugal, indigtinguishable from Spain in race, differing from
it no more in language than sundry provinces of Spain differ
from one ancther, and owing its palitical diginctness to
higorical causes only.

2. Modern France indudes not only the whae of what
is above called Gaul, but ds mos part of Rhone-land, and
a grip along the" western edge of Rhine-land

3. The British ides form, as nature prexribes a sngle
political unit.

4. The upper part of the basns of both Rhone and Rhine
are united to form Switzerland, which also indudes a small
portion of geographical Italy.

5. The lower end of the Rhine basn is occupied by the
two small dates of Belgium and Holland.

6. Geographical Italy is palitically one, save that both
Switzerland and Austria encroach somewhat beyond the
natural frontier on the north.

7. The Balkan-land contains two kingdoms, Greece in
the south-west, with a land frontier entirey palitical, and the
remains of the Ottoman monarchy, besdes the little date
of Montenegro. Bulgaria, which until 1908 was a prin-
cipality vassal to the Sultan, but has now become an
independent kingdom, has territory on the south as well as
on the north dde of the Balkans.

8. The Austro-Hungarian monarchy indudes the major
part of the Danube basin, and also Bohemia.

9. The region of the lower Danube, that incdluded between
the Balkans and the southern part of the great curve of
the Carpathians, contains the three small dates of Servia,
Roumania, and Bulgaria (mentioned just above).

10. Germany indudes—

(a) the Rhineland from the lake of Congance down-
wards, except the drip belonging to France, and Begium
and Holland at its lower end;

(b) some portion of the upper Danube basn, i.e as far

GEORGE K
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south as the line of mountains between the Danube and its
tributary the Inn, and as far eastwards as the junction of the
Inn with the main river;

(c) the plain between the North Sea and Baltic and the
central line of heights, out of which flow in successon
the Ems, Weser, Elbe, Oder, and Vistula On the esst
Germany extends far along the Baltic coadt, while the Polish
provinces of Russa project westwards between this German
territory (Prussia proper) and the Carpathians. The penin-
sula of Jutland, which projects northwards at the north-
western corner of the plain, closing the mouth of the Baltic,
belongs to the separate kingdom of Denmark.

| | . The Scandinavian peninsula is entirely occupied by
the two kingdoms of Sweden and Norway, one on each sde
of the central backbone of mountains.

12. Russia comprises all the great plain of which the
limits have already been mentioned, with the exception that
Austria possssss one province, her share in the partition
of Poland, on the Russian sde of the Carpathians. The
fact that Russa has extended her sway far over Asia, across
the Caucasus as well as beyond the Ural mountains and the
Caspian, need not here be taken into account.

I'twill thus be seen to how large an extent the modern
political divisions correspond with what geography would
prescribe.  To sy that this is solely due to geographical
influences would be historically fase: there are too many
and too obvious exceptions, though they are chiefly on
a small scale, little more than deviations in detail from the
ideal boundaries. Roughly spesking, and without taking
heed to exceptions, the British idands, Spain, Italy, Russia,
Sweden and Norway have frontiers dictated by physical facts,
France is similarly bounded except on the east and north-
eadt, and there the boundary line approximates more or less
to divisions of race and language. Between Germany and
Russia the boundary, marked by no physical features, is
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again in fair accord with the other diginctions of which
geography takes cognizance. Between Germany and Ausdtria
alone can it be described as entirdy arbitrary.

The tendency of the lagt century has been towards the
accretion of great nations, defined in some conformity with
geographical principles. It is possble that the future may
e further absorption of amall gates by larger ones—a thing
for many Tressns dncerdy to be deprecated. But if this
should take place it will inevitably cause the palitical
frontiers to coincide even more dosdy than at present with
the ideal frontiers suggeted by geography.

k2



CHAPTER X
THE BRITISH ISLANDS

T H E higory of the British idands has been affected to an
exceptional extent by geography—

i. (chiefin importance) by their podtion on the globe—

2. by their physcal sructure—

3. (in modern times only) by their mineral products.

Foremost among ther geographical advantages is the
bendfit derived from the Gulf Stream®. Thanks to it, the
British idands enjoy a climate far milder and more equable
than mogt countries in the same latitude, London is in the
same isothermal line with New York, which is 10° further
south, and with Peking, which is 12° further. Liverpool is
admog in the same latitude with Danzig, and Glasgow with
Riga. Where would be the trade of a country desined by
postion to be maritime, if the surrounding ses were ice
bound during half the year ?

England lies at the north-western corner of Europe, its
south-eagern angle within a few miles of the Continent, the
digance widening along the south coad, and &ill more
along the eas coad, and the broad Atlantic lying outsde
the idands to the north and wes. The draits of Dover were
formed late in geological time: and there is evidence that
Britain was inhabited by men while it was till joined to the
Continent. Whether these primitive peoples died out entirely

! The tendency of writers on physical geography now is to minimize
the importance of the Gulf Stream itself: but its name may serve as

a symbol for the climatic influences of the northern Atlantic, to which
Britain owes so much.
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is a matter of conjecture; ther successors mugt have come
by s, that isto say mugt have had the beginnings of civili-
zation. The draits at their narrowes are far too wide to be
crossad by people not yet civilized enough to condruct and
manage large and drong boats. On the other hand, the
white diffs of Dover are plainly visgble from the oppodte
sde of the Straits extending far enough to show that they
bdong to something larger than a mere idet. The British
coad was near enough to tempt the adventurous and to
offer a wdcome refuge to fugitives from the hogtility of their
dgronger neghbours. In one way or ancther the idands
came to be inhabited, not only Britain but Ireland, though
nothing obvioudy can be determined about dates  The two
idands are named by Aristotle; and long before his time
Herodotus mentions idands at the extremity of Europe from
which tin came, though there is condderable doubt whether
the identification of these with Britain is correct. Except
however thee casua notices nothing is known of Britain
until the epoch of the Roman conquest. At the time of
Caesar's firg invason the idand was aready fairly wel
peopled by tribes mainly, if not entirely, Celtic', though not
all of the same branch of that race—that is to say akin to
their nearest neghbours on the continent of Europe, and
carrying on some little intercourse with them. No sort of
national unity, existed: the codlitions of tribes to resg
Roman conques were but partial and temporary. The

1 Ethnologists tend to support the opinion, which Tacitus mentions,
that the Silures in south Wales were not Celtic but Iberian; and
apparently the same race survived in the west of Ireland. There is
however no evidence how they came there, and at any rate they were
dominated by Celts, whose language they spoke. The name of the
Belgae, atribefound in southern Britain aswell asin north-eastern Gaul,
uggests the possibility that some of the Britons were of Teutonic origin.
The Gallic Belgae seem to have been Teutons, or of mixed race; but
this proves nothing definitely as to their namesakes. Moreover we

know the names only in their Latin versons, and it is possible that the
real names were accidentally similar, and not identical in origin.
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Romans ruled Britain much as we rule India, as a digant
dependency: very few of the dominant race made it ther
permanent home. Neverthdess there are marked traces of
the insularity of Biitain long before the Roman occupation
came to an end. More than one Roman ruler acted with
an independence which he would probably never have
exhibited as aproconsul in Gaul or Spain.

During sved ocenturies after the withdrawal of the
Romans, Britain was amos as much exposad to invadons
and raids as if there had been no protecting e The
Angles and Saxons met with little effectual redgance
The Northmen, who ravaged all coads alike, insular and
continental, made a permanent settlement on the eas dde
of the idand. The Norman invason succeded, partly at
leas because England was not redly united, in ite of
having bean long under a sngle king. Neverthdess, during
all the period before the Norman conques, England
remained ocongicuoudy aloof from the ret of Europe
There was a fair amount of intercourse, for commercial
and other purposss but the movements which profoundly
affected continental Europe had little influence on this dde
of the Channd—a result to which the Channd itsdf mainly
contributed. The etablishment of the Western empire
merdy suggested to the Anglo-Saxon kings titles by which
they could asart at once ther own independence of the
repreentative of Caesar, and ther claim to rule ther own
little separate world. The supremacy of the Pope was
recognized, as befitted a people who had received ther
Chrigianity from Rome, but the church in England went
her own way. The accesson of the Norman dynagy,
posessng great territories on the Continent, necessarily
brought England into dosxr touch with the ret of the
wesern world: but this only made the effect of her insular
postion more remarkable.  After the Conqued, as before
it, England was mixed up in the affairs of the Continent as
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much and as little as her rulers chose Nay more the
sparateness of England told upon her kings, aliens as they
were in blood, making them identify themsdves more and
more with their idand realm. Two ocenturies after the
Conquest, Edward |, Norman or French by every srain of
descent exoept that his ancegtor in the fifth generation had
married the' Anglo-Scottish Matilda, was English to the
backbone, and devoted his energies to the insular task of
uniting Britain.

Other causes beddes insular sgparateness no doubt con-
tributed to preserve and deveop in England the old Teutonic
ingitutions, little affected by the feudalism of the Continent.
The wisdom of William | and Henry Il was necesary to
build up on this foundation a sygem which welded England
into a coherent nation, centuries before any nation worthy
of the name exiged on<he Continent.

One of the meaaures mos drongly tending towards
national consolidation was dictated to Henry |l by the
inaularity of England. The feudal principle, that vassals
should in person srve the king in war for a fixed term of
forty days was unworkable when the royal summons called
English vas=ls to serve on the Continent; the whole time
might be expended in waiting for a wind favourable to
crossng the Channe.  Hence Henry edablished the system
of ssutage\ of commuting personal service for money, with
which the king could pay soldiers who might be engaged for
any period necessary. It is easy to s& how this tended to
diminish the armed grength of the nobles and to exalt the
power of the crown, the represntative of centralized national
exigence. Nor did much time dapse before congpicuous
proof was given that the measures tending towards unity
had borne fruit. Only in insular England could there have

! The principle of scutage was apparently not new, but it was
Henry Il who made it the permanent rule: obviousy he could get
no effective service from his insular vassals in any other way.
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been seen the gpectade of all orders and dasss uniting to
extort from John the great Charter. Nowhere dse could
have been sen the national spirit which, almos as much
as the tactics of the long-bow, her national weapon, gave
England her first great triumphs on the battlefidd.

The value of the *slver sreak,' as a defence for England
againg her enemies, scarcdy neads demondration in words
An idand gate cannat be invaded without all the daborate
preparations necessary for conducting a military expedition
aocss the s Such a date is therdfore absolutdy free
from sudden attack; and if she has been able to devdop
condderable maritime grength, such as England has for
ome centuries possessd, the task of invading becomes
indefinitdy difficult and hazardous Apart however from
this, an insular nation has some pricdess advantages. Her
frontiers are fixed by nature beyon* all possbility of ques
tion. There can be no quarres with neighbours arisng out
of digutes or encroachments on the common frontier.
There can be no temptation on dther Sde to aggresson for
the sake of obtaining a coveted bit of territory, or a more
defengble boundary line.  An insular nation has obvioudy
to face the same difficulties which are involved in the inva-
son of an idand, when making a military attack on ancther
date and is therefore altogether dependent on naval srength
for effective aggresson. This however is a very dight
drawback to st againg the security enjoyed through being
' compased by the inviolate s=,

Illustrations of these principles abound in English higory.
Snce the Norman conquest, which was only rendered
feadble by a great combination of drcumgances favourable
to the invader, no real invason has taken place Foreign
troops have landed severa times but dther they have made
mere raids of no importance, or they have come on English
invitation to take part in English civil conflict. The Dutch
who landed with William of Orange merey served to render
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irresgible the progress of the ddiverer whom nearly all the
nation was ready to wdcome  The French who came to
aSg¢ John's revolted aubjects might have ssen an equally
easy trander of the crown, but for the fortunate accident of
John's death. Even in Ireland, only partially conquered or
seething with rebdlion, Spanish and French invaders could
efect nothing. Louis XIV's projected invason, to be made
in support of an expdled legitimate king of England, whom
a large stion of the people regarded as ill ther rightful
overdgn, collapsed utterly after the naval battle of La
Hogue. Napoleon at the height of his power never ven-
tured the droke, which if succesful would have made him
mase of the world. On the other hand England has
carried on many wars beyond sea, mog of which illusrate
in one way or another the special conditions under which
an idand realm fights These however have no rdation to
the geography of the British ides and have bemn treated in
another connexion.

The physcal gructure of Britain is of mog importance
in the second gage of its higory, the period of the Anglo-
Saxon conquest.  If a line be drawn from the mouth of the
Tees to the mouth of the Severn, and thence continued to
the south coad, it will be found that it roughly divides the
idand into plain and hill regions  The country to the south
and eas of such aline isfairly level and almog everywhere
fertile, exception being made for the fens and forests which
remained in primitive wildness till long after the Saxon
conquest had bemn completed. On the other sde of the
line the country is mainly hilly, with a large proportion
of land unfit for cultivation, at any rate until the growth of
population rendered it worth while to utilize comparatively
poor soil. Moreover, the greater the digance from the
Straits of Dover, the more uniformly hilly does the country
become. Hence when the Angles and Saxons effected
a lodgement in Britain, they gradually expdled the Cdts
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from all* the south and east; but the hill regions of
the wes and north formed a refuge for the Cdts all
the more dfettive because it was less attractive to the
invaders, as well as more difficult to penerate in face of
ressgance

Unless the tegtimony of language is to be ignored, the
same thing mug have happened before at the time of
the Cdtic immigration. If, as is at least possble the
idands were previoudy peopled by the Iberian race they
mug have been driven by the Cdts into the* western regions,
for it is there only that traces of them are bdieved to be
recognizable. Moreover, the same procsss is more dearly
discernible as between different sections of the Cdts
Apparently the firg sdtlements were made by tribes
bdonging to the Gadic branch of the race, who retired
into Ireland and the Highlands of Scotland, as the Cymric
tribes came treading on ther heds. The latter all sub-
mitted to Roman rule, nominally if not completely: the
former, protected by S. Georges Channd and by the
wildness of their mountains, retained their independence
throughout the Roman period, and proved a scourge to
ther les warlike kinsmen when the protection of the
Roman legions was withdrawn.

The Teutonic immigration was in itsdf largely governed
by the geographical conditions. The firs lodgement was
made by the Jutes in Kent, the portion of the idand
nearesd to the Continent. Successve svarms followed,
of Saxons along the south coadt, of Angles on the east
coad northwards from the Thames. and geographical con-
ditions may amos be sad to have determined the fate
of them all. Qussx, the earliex Saxon kingdom, being
separated from Kent by Romney marsh, and shut in on
the north by the vag foret of the Andredesweald, never
included more than a drip of seecoadt.  Its isolation is
typified by the fact that heathenism is said to have survived
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in Susex when extinct everywhere dse The Angles of
Norfolk and Suffolk, coalexing into one kingdom, were
cut off from any advance weswards by the dep inlet of
the fens though they were open southwards to the little
Saxon kingdom of Essx, which they ultimately absorbed.
The West Saxons beginning their inroad by Southampton
Water, dowly spread northwards and westwards.  On them
devoved* the largest share of the fighting againg the Britons,
whom they gradually drove across the Severn into Wales, or
down into the hilly country of the south-west, then known
as West Wales  On the northern section of the ead coest
the Angles had an eader tak in taking posesson of the
whole grip of country between the Pennine hills and the seg,
from the Humber on the south to the Forth on the north,
ultimately forming a single kingdom of Northumbria. Finally,
more Angles, landing in Lincolnshire, or making their way
up the rivers which flow into the Wash and up the southern
tributaries of the Humber, gradually occupied the centre
of the idand. Here again it was a geographical obgtade
the exigence of the great foress then dothing much of the
country, that long ddayed the etablishment of the sngle
kingdom of Mercia. This latex formed of the so-called
Heptarchy ultimately extended itsdf to very nearly the
present frontier of Wales, including Cheser and the im-
mediate basn of the Severn, which had been for a time
occupied by the West Saxons.

It will be ssn by reference to a map of England under
the Heptarchy, that the Angles and Saxons occupied but
little beyond the line from the Tees to the Severn above
referred to.  From the open country they expdled their
predecessors more or less completdy.  Opinions differ as
to whether any appreciable number of the Cdtic population
remained, but at any rate they were merdy as daves All
the south-eastern section of the idand was peopled sub-
gantially by Angles and Saxons, all the wegern hill
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country remained excdudvey Cdtic. And the evidence
sams to show that in Somesst and in the Severn badn,
the borderlands to the didricts of Wesh independence
there was a condderable mixture of population, the Saxons
having conquered, but not exterminated or driven out, the
prior inhabitants  This, it has been said, was because
converson to Chridianity rendered them less ferocious;, but
it was obvioudy likely to happen for geographical reasons

When at length the kings of Wessx had united all
Anglo-Saxon England under ther soeptre the fudon of
Angles and Saxons ought to have been eadly accom-
plished. There was no geographical obgade beyond the
lack of faclities for intercourse, quch as then hardly exised
anywhere, they were very nearly akin in race little dis
tinguishable in language and inditutions The fuson was
however indefinitdy ddayed by the advent of the Danes
who, beginning with mere pirate raids became more and
more permanent invaders. At fird they landed anywhere,
but gradually confined themsdves to the eed coad, where
the fens gave acoess for their vessds of light draught to the
very heart of the idand. The country into which the Danes
intruded themsdves was roughly spesking, that occupied
by the Angles. Community of race soon did its natural
work, and a fairly complege fuson of Angles and Danes
sams to have resulted, the Saxons remaining more or less
aloof. As at the beginning, so at the end of this period,
the fens played their two-fold part. Hereward, the lagt
leeder to resg the Norman conquet, hdd out in the
Ely fens as Alfred had held out againg the Danes when
his fortunes were at the lowedt, in the ide of Atheney.
It was through the fens that Sweyn of Denmark might
have brought in asigance to his kindred, if he had not
thought better of it. Charles Kingdey very appropriately
dosss his novel of Hereward with a chapter entitled ' How
Deeping Fen was drained/
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The dearing away of fens and forets went on more
dowly than the fuson of all the English races under
common aubjection to the Normans, aiens in gpesch and
cugoms, though originally of the same dok. How far
that community of blood operated to fue Normans and
English, shut up in the same idand, how far that result
was due to both races feding that they were united by the
accident of being ruled by alien Angevins how far the
adminigrative meadjres of Henry Il did the work, is
a matter of conjecture Certainly all the various peoples
that had etablished themsdves in England were fairly
blended together in sentiment, if not in blood, when they
good up againg Henry |1's son as a united nation.

The kings of Wessx, when ther supremacy over the
res of Teutonic England was ddfinitdy acknowledged,
began to claim, and in a shadowy way exercised, a supre-
macy over the whole idand. The only effective extenson
of ther territory was however through the complete con-
quest of West Wales, and of mogt part of the grip of land
wet of the Pennine hills, while on the other hand they
log the northern portion of Northumbria. Their Norman
Uoessrs made a long gep towards the conquest of Wales
by building cagtles at intervals round the coag, on the
comparativdly level ground beween the wild hills and
the s;a. They continued a the daim to titular supre-
macy over the northern portion of the idand, besdes
beginning the conques of Ireland.

Nature would ssem to mark out Britain for the s=t
of a dngle nation, though three centuries dapsed before
the task which Edward | jus failed to accomplish was
finally completed. If however the idand is to be divided
into a northern and a southern realm, geography indicates
three different lines that might naturally serve as a frontier,
all of which have some higtorical importance. These three
are—
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i. Theline joining the degp inlets of the Humber and
Mersay.

a. The dill shorter line joining the firths of Forth and
Clyde.

3. Intermediate but not paralld, the line of the Cheviot
hills.

The fird of thee apparently ssved as the boundary
between two of the Roman adminigrative provinces and
was aso, roughly, the frontier between Mercia and North-
umbria. If the kingdom of Northumbria, then foremost
in power, and on the whde in civilization also, had given
in its ecdesagical adherence to lona rather than Canterbury
at the eventful synod of Whitby in 664, it might very easly have
followed that the idand should be divided into two tolerably
equal  kingdoms with oconsequences probably disastrous
in retarding the progress of both and deaying indefinitely
the peaceful union of the whole

The line from the Forth to the Clyde marks the limit
of Roman occupation, and was protected by the wall of
Antoninus againg the incursons of the wild tribes to the
north. The original Scotland lay to the north of this ling,
being in fact the Highlands only. If the Scattish kings had
never extended ther dominions further, it may safdy be
asumed that Scotland, like Wales, would have been con-
quered at a comparatively early date, and united to England.

It would be out of place to enter into the diguted
guetion as to when, and under what conditions, thee
kings obtained possesson of what is now caled the low-
lands of Scotland. Quffice it that they did acquire both
the Cymric kingdom of Srathdyde the country between
the Clyde and the Solway, and aso the northern portion
of Angle Northumbria. Both of these were more really
dependent on the English crown than Scotland proper,
over which there was at mog a merdy formal superiority.
Claims to the modern counties of Northumberland and
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Cumberland, put forward by the Scottish kings, were suc-
cessfully ressted by England The first result wes that
the frontier was permanently fixed at the Cheviot hills,
which from the point of view of purely physica geography
is the most appropriate dividing line between north and
south.  The second result was that the Scottish kings
came to identify themsdves more and more with their
Angle province, as being the most civilized, aswell as the
most fertile, portion of their realm. Into that province, which
was in some sense under English supremacy, Normans
penetrated after the Conquest, and gradually became a very
important section of the Scottish nobility, The third result
was an ever open dispute between the two crowns, which
culminated under Edward | in a definite claim by him
of full feuda overlordship, more than he was properly
entitled to, and an equaly definite and equally exaggerated
claim on the part of Scotland to full independence. The
result of Edward's premature attempt to unite the whole
island was that after a long struggle Scottish independence
was established, and dso that Scottish patriotism became
bitterly hostile to England, Happily the tendency towards
union in course of time prevailed over the mischievous,
though perfectly intelligible, alienation; and England, with
the strength of Scotland added to, instead of subtracted
from, her own, became one of the great powers of Europe.

Another point in the geography of the British idands is
of great historical importance—Ireland, the smaller and
much the poorer of the two, lies outside Britain, separated
from it by an arm of the s which in places is no wider
than the straits of Dover, The divicffll® ssa has doubtless
contributed to keeping the people of Ireland much more
apart from England in sentiment and character than the
Scots.  This is however of trifling weight, compared to the
relative position of the two idands. Ireland is too small
and too poor to serve as the home of an independent
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nation in the modern world. If Ireland had lain neareg to
the Continent, it might have fallen under the control of
France as eadly as under England: at any rate it would
have srved as a bone of contention between the two.
Stuated as it is Ireland could not but become poalitically
united, in some shape or form, to the greater idand. That
there exigs in fact o much hodility to England among the
Irish people Is an unfortunate illugration of the power
which sentiment can exert, to override the natural tendencies
due to geographical and other condderations

Before the discovery of America the stuation of England
at the extremity of the known world was not favourable
for maritime commerce The bet market for the chief
English product, wool, was as it happened dose at hand in
Flanders. The luxuries of the eas came more eadly from
the markets of Bruges and Ghent, in exchange for English
wooal, than fetched in English ships by what was then a long
and perilous voyage to the Mediterranean. Maritime the
English aways were, by virtue of their insular postion, and
no doubt also of their Viking blood. During the Middle
Ages taken as a whole, England was by far the mogt real
naval powe outsde the Mediterranean. A fantagtic evidence
of this was the claim, srioudy maintained till late in the
sventeenth century, to dominion over the sss around
the British idands It was a claim hard to enforce and
udess for practical purposss and merdy led to trouble
but it could never have been made unless England had
been accugomed to naval drength, and was by no means
prepogterous when Smin was claiming the whole world west
of a given merididd of longitude by virtue of an award
from the Pope, and all east of it, outsde Europe, when she
temporarily annexed Portugal.

Commercia greatness came later, after the disooveries of

Columbus and Vasco de Gama had paved the way for the
world-wide ocean commerce of our own age It came
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dowly, not without prolonged rivalry with the Dutch, who
had bem earlier in the fidd, and possessed much the same
qualities, but who had the disadvantage of beng a con-
tinental date exposed to attack by land. It has often
been pointed out that if the globe be so divided into
hemispheres as to put the maximum of land into one and
the maximum of sa into the other, London dands near
the centre of the land hemigphere, yet with free access by
sa to all parts of theworld. Amsaerdam cbvioudy possesses
very much the same advantages save the invaluable security
of being inqlar.

Neither geographical pogtion nor the maritime aptitude
of he people would however have given England he
commercial supremacy, but for another congderation ao
geographical. England is fortunate in possesing vad
mines of coal and iron in dos proximity. When the
working of thexe began in earnet, and extensve manu-
factures were consequently s& on foot, the tide roe more
rapidly than ever, and the preponderance of her maritime
commerce was rendered complete by her undisputed naval
supremacy during the wars of the French Revolution.

Another result of the same development of mineral wealth
was a great shifting of the balance of population in England
from south to north. For many centuries the line above
taken as roughly dividing the plain from the hill region was
also, as was natural, the boundary between the wesalthier,
more thickly populated and more progressve portion of
England, and the poorer, scantier, and more backward
portion. In the two chief civil conflicts of English higtory,
the Wars of the Ross and the Great Rebdlion, the
geographical boundary between parties was roughly the
same  And though in nether case was the party divison
purely geographical, yet in both victory remained with the
sde which was predominant in the south-eas.  Within the
lag century and a half this is greatly changed. Mogt of

GEORGE L
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the coal and iron, though not all, is found north and west
of the above line, and therefore the great increase of
population consequent on industrial prosperity has been
mainly in the northern counties.

In order to trace adequately the influence of geography
on English history, it is necessary to enter a little more
into detail. The natural features which are of historical
importance may be noticed in order from the south.

i. The exisence of the Isle of Wight makes of Ports
mouth and Southampton a pair of harbours easly protected
against hostile attack, and possessng a double entrance or
exit, eas and west of the isand, of immense value while
ships were still dependent on the wind.

2. The length and depth of the Thames estuary has made
London accessble to ships of very great size: it is also far
enough inland to be fairly well stuated for a capital. The
French theorists, who defend the persstent ambition of
France to extend her territories to the Rhine, argue that
Paris is dangeroudy near the frontier, and that therefore
aggrandizement eastward is mere sdf-defence A fortiori
such writers would hold that London was a most unsuitable
site for a capital. It has, however, stood the great practical
test, and has in fact won its way to the foremost place
against the competition of other cities officially favoured.
York was the Roman administrative centre.  Winchester
was the original chief town of Wessex, and became the
capital when the kings of Wessex at length made themselves
supreme over all England. The later Anglo-Saxon kings
did not always hold the meetings of the Witenagemot at the
same place, but there was a distinct tendency towards
regarding London as being formally, what it was practically,
the chief city of the realm. This istypified in Edward the
Confessor's foundation of Westminster Abbey, the national
sanctuary of the English people, if any such exiss. Since
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the Norman conquest there has been no doubt about
London being the capital. Administration, law, commerce,
everything has gradually centred there; and modern facility
of communication renders its exact distance from other
places a matter of minor importance. At the same time, it
is clear that theripe of the.northern towns in wealth and
population has deprived London of some of the over-
whelming influence which it formerly exerted in the country.

3. The Sevan makes an extremely degp inlet on the
western dde of the idland, making land communication
between Wales and the Devon peninsula very long and
circuitous. Hence Gloucester, the lowest point at which
the Severn could be bridged (until quite recently), has been
aplace of permanent importance in the military history of
England. Inthe last campaign of the Wars of the Rosss,
Margaret of Anjou landed at Weymouth to support Warwick,
who had chosen the Humber as bringing him nearest to his
own possessons and had advanced thence on London.
Hearing of Warwick's defeat and desth at Barnet, the
queen and her advisers thought that their only hope was to
make their way into Waes, which was strongly Lancastrian.
Accordingly they marched northwards, while Edward 1V
moved from London to encounter them. Had Gloucester
not been held by an adequate Yorkist garrison, Margaret
could have reached Wales and prolonged the war. As she
was obliged to push further north in order to cross the
Severn, €he was overtaken by Edward before she could
crossthe Avon at Tewkesbury, and her defeat there wasfinal.
Similarly in the Great Rebellion, Gloucester, garrisoned for
the Parliament, kept apart Waes, the king's unfailing
recruiting-ground, and the south-west, where dso the
royalist party was preponderant. So important was this
felt to be that in 1643, when the king's cause was in
the ascendant, Charles preferred besieging Gloucester to
marching on London, the head quarters of his enemies.

L2
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They ds fdt its importance, and made an exceptional
efort to raise the dege the sucoess of which is not
unreasonably regarded as the turning-point of the war.

4. The Cheviots form along the Border a barrier by no
means impassable, but high and continuous enough prac-
tically to force communication, friendly or hogtile, between
England and Scotland to pass through one or other of the
gaps between the extremities of the Cheviots and the sa
Carlide g¢ands in the wesern gap, Berwick in the eagern
and more important one.  Hence the possession of Berwick
was frequendy and obstinatdy conteted between the rival
kingdoms with the sngular result that to this day it
technically fooms part of neither. It is not, however, the
Cheviats only that define the two gates North of them
hills occupy a great part of Lothian, but leave a broad strip
along the eagern coagt, forming an easy route to Edinburgh.
Hence at Dunbar, where this gtrip is narrowest, were fought
two important battles The earlier, in 1296, gave Scotland
for the moment into the hands of Edward |. By Cromwell's
great victory in 1650, Scotland was welnigh conquered for
the English Commonwealth. From the wesern end of the
Cheviats the Pennine hills run southwards, forming a fairly
continuous chain as far south as Derbyshire. These again
are pendrable without great difficulty, egpedally in the
southern portion; but ill they formed a very real barrier
between Angle and Cédt, and obvioudy determine for along
digance the course of the main routes from England into
Scotland.  The gace between the Pennines and the Irish
Saaisnot great: it is partly covered by hills gretching out
towards the outlying group in the Cumbrian peninsula.
Hence it doffers a route far less convenient for military pur-
poss than that on the east coad. Neverthdess, it has
saved four times for Scottish invesons of England, all of
them in behalf of the Suarts Two ended ignominioudy
at Preston, where the etuary of the Ribble runs nearly up



THE BRITISH ISLANDS

to the hills One led Charles Il to his crushing defeat at
Worceger. On the fourth occason alone, when the young
Pretender reached Derbyshire, was the invader able to efect
an orderly retreat into Scotland. Not even the usually ill-
advised partisans of the Suarts would, however, have been
likely to sdedt this route as geographically preferable It
was chosn because they calculated, far too confidently as it
turned out, oh finding Lancashire and Cheshire favourable
to the Suart cause

The main higorical route between England and Scotland
isthat now followed by the Great Northern Railway and its
continuations.  Crosing the Trent at Newark, it passs up
the broad Ouse valley, in the centre of which gands York,
having on the left a sries of gours from the Pennines
These endoxe the Yorkshire dales and the greams which
dexcend from them unite to form the Yorkshire Ouse
Further north the route aosss the Tees at Darlington and
the Wear at Durham, both at some digance from the seg,
to Newcagle at the mouth of the Tyne. Thenceforward
it follows the coag all the way to Berwick, and indeed to
Edinburgh. Many places along this route mark the dis
adrous termination of Scottish invasons of England. At
Northallerton, at the upper end of the Ouse valley, David |
of Scotland received a sharp leson againg interfering in
English domedic quarrds. This, however, did not deter
his grandson from invading England to hep the revolted
vassals of Henry |1, and falling into that king's hands at
Alnwick. At Halidon Hill in 1333, a Scottish army,
attempting to raise the Sege of Berwick, was badly defeated
by tactics very smilar to those which, thirteen years later,
won for Edward | | | hisgreat victory at Crecy, At Nevill's
Cross doe to Durham, ancther David, trying a diverson
in favour of the French who had just log Crecy, was
defeated and taken prisoner. At Flodden, almost within
sght of Berwick, James |V and his army were destroyed in
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attempting the last invason which was prompted by friend-
ship with France. Finally, in 1644, a Scottish army in
conjunction with the forces of the Parliament was beseging
York, when Rupert camenorth to relieveit. The dege was
raisd, but the resulting battle of Marston Moor gave Y ork
and thewhole north of England over to the Parliament.

5. The proximity of Ireland to the south-west of Scotland
facilitated, if it did not occason, the crossing over of the
Soats into the regions hitherto oocupied by the Picts only.
By the same route came somewhat later the Irish monks
who egablished their head quarters at 1ona, and thence st
out the misdonaries who converted the northern half of
Britain to Chridtianity.

6. The two degp inles of the Forth and Clyde very
nearly cut Scotland in half. Hence all military movements
tend to centre round Stirling, which more or less commands
the ighmus for it is little more, between the two rivers
When Wallace, in 1297, raised Scotland againg Edward |,
his victory of Cambuskenneth, which gave him temporary
control of the country, was fought on the banks of the Forth
jugt outsde Stirling. The defeat which in the next year
dosad his carexr was incurred at Falkirk, not many miles
off. One of the young Pretender's battles was aso fought
near Falkirk, and one of Montrose's ill nearer to Stirling
in another direction. Most dgnificant of all is Brucgs
great victory at Bannockburn. So long as Stirling Cadle
was held for the English, he could not fed that he was
saure in his kingdom, and he therefore made great efforts
toreduceit. Edward I1's expedition was made ecifically
to rdieve Sirling, was defeated amog in dght of the
cadle and by its failure virtually esablished Scottish
independence

7. The mog slient feature in the geography of Ireland
has alo been of great importance higorically. Ireland has
been compared to a teatray, a rim of hills surrounding a
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central plain, and the comparison isapt enough, if we add
that a good many bits have been broken out of therim. The
largest gap is on the esst coast, and thus invaders at all
times, arriving by the natural route from thelarger idand, have
found no physical obstacleto their spreading over the country.
Nor did the hills furnish, like those of Waes and the High-
lands, regions in‘which defeated earlier inhabitants could
hold out againgt stronger invaders. We hear of small
Norse settlements on the east coast, which must have been
abandoned or absorbed.  Otherwise, whatever early diversity
of race there may have been, the Irish had apparently become
homogeneous, so far as language and institutions aiford a
test, before the English conquest began. There is no marked
antagonism traceable until Scotch Presbyterians were poured
into the north-east some three centuries ago.



CHAPTER XI
FRANCE

IT would be a gross exaggeration to attribute to geo-
graphical advantages the great part which France has
aways played in modern Europe. Much is certainly due
to the qualities of the French people, and to a sxies of
capable rulers, much also to the fortune which gave France
the dart as a srong and centralized despatiam, at the time
when the princes of Europe were all becoming despatic and
griving after personal or dynagtic aggrandizement.  Never-
thdess the geographical conditions are such as to give
France many advantages in her rivalry with other European
nations The soil of France is on the whole, more fertile
than that of any of her neighbours; and her mineral weelth,
though not remarkable is far from indgnificant. Her
pastion on the globe is the mos favourable of any nation
in Europe, except England with her insular security. Her
northern shores are washed by that narrow sem which is
incomparably the greates highway of the world's commerce,
now that commerce has become world-wide. Her wetern
ooad is open to the Atlantic; and on the south-eas e
touches the Mediterranean. She has an adequate supply
of good harbours and an extensve sygem of navigable
rivers, of condderable value for inland trade.  On the south
and south-ees she has mountain frontiers, affording ample
protection, but not sufficing to bar, though they necessrily
somewhat impede, peaceful intercourse and military aggres



FRANCE 153

sion. Her frontiers on the eest and north-east interpose no
barrier against her flooding Europe with ideas or with armies.
If we look at modern history as awhole, France has taken
full advantage of her landward opportunities. Her favour-
able maritime position she has utilized to a far smdler
extent, at any rate for commercial purposes:. her fighting
navy for some two centuries after the battle of La Hogue
was second only to the English, though very recently other
navies have been developing at a much fader rate.

The France of to-day comprises the whole of the region
named Gaul in a previous chapter for convenience of nomen-
clature, the greater part of the Rhone-land, and a strip on
the western edge of the Rhine-land. It is in the latter
portion only that she has not afrontier which is well marked,
in accord with differences of nationality, and reasonably
adjusted to the rights and interests both of France and of
her neighbours.  And even the conventional frontier of the
north-east is as fair to all parties, all things consdered, as
any other line in that quarter which diplomacy might sdect,
there being in fact no natural feature of sufficient definite-
ness to sarve as areal barrier, anywhere near the line where
Celt and Teuton ae in contact north of the Vosges.
Nevertheless, French ambition tends to regard it as a per-
petual grievance that the political area of France does not
extend much further.

"The region frangaisel says Lavallde, ' which the ancients
cdled Gaul, is bounded on the eest by the Rhine, from its
mouths to its source, and by the Alps from the St. Gotthard
to the Mediterranean/ There is no claim to 'natural
frontiers which has been put forward more persistently
than this; few, if any, which are less tenable, as has been
sad in another chapter. Historically, the whole of this
region was never called by a single name, nor had the word
'Gaul' to the Romans any national significance, while its
geographical meaning varied greatly, Caesar a the beginning
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of his Commentaries truly says that Gaul was then divided
into three parts inhabited by peoples differing in laws
cudgoms and language Whether the limits asigned by
him to each people were accurate is, at least, doubtful.
The Iberi, who, according to Caesar, dwedt south of the
Garonne, extended further north at a later date, if not then.
The frontier between the Cdts and the Belgae, who were
presumably, but not certainly, Teuton, or possbly of mixed
race, mus be drawn further to the north and ees than the
Marne. Subgantially, however, Caesar's acoount is correct
as to three very different peoples inhabiting the bulk of the
region; nor did the offidal Gaul at any time under the
Roman empire indude nearly so much of the modern
Switzerland as is reckoned by M. LavaWe to form part of
his r/gion frangaise. Rome subdued Iberians, Cdts and
Belgee alike, and introduced her own language and inditu-
tions pretty completdy among the two former, partialy
among the Bdgae Conformity to the laws and sesch of
foreign conquerors was a dep, but only a dep, towards
ultimate fuson. Nothing approaching a Gallic nation was
ever built up: when the Western empire perished, the invad-
ing Teutonic peoples conquered with little regard to Roman
adminidrative provinces, but, as it happened, in some relation
to the phydcal divisons What is now caled France has
no connexion palitically with Roman Gaul: it is essentially
a modern growth, beginning to be real with the dection
of Hugh Capet, and only gradually forming a nationality,
to which no small part of the inhabitants of M. Lavage's
rigion frangaise have aways been entirdy alien, and at mogt
times grongly antagonigtic.

The region above named Gaul, that comprisng all the
country from which rivers flow into the Atlantic or the
English Channd, is the part of the country which was
thoroughly romanized, and this in fad became the firg
higorical France The Frankish conquerors extended
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across the whole northern half of Roman Gaul, holding at
the same time much German land to the eag of it. When,
after a short time, their kingdom tended to be broken in
half, the frontier line between Neustria and Audrada cor-
reponded pretty dosdy with the watershed between the
Sdne and Rhine river sygems  Similarly, to the south of
the Franks, the Visigothsin Aquitaine and the Burgundians
in the Rhone basn were separated about the line of the
Cevennes.  Charlemagnes empire comprised all that is
now France, and much besdes but sofar as it had a bads
of nationality it was Teuton, and the Cdts of Gaul remained
a wbject race. It was at the partition between the grand-
ans of Charlemagne that the fira sep was taken towards
the creation of modern France. The share of Charles the
younges, was the fully romanized Gaul, extending in places
a little eas of the Cevennes-Céte d'Or-Argonne watershed,
and it was over this region that Hugh Capet, after a century
and a half, was chosn to reign.

The importance of Hugh Capet's dection liesfirst in the
fresh gart made by a new race of kings, without the German
affinities and imperial traditions of the Carolingian house
Almogt more important is the fact that Paris, the centre of
Hugh's own immediate domain, became the capital of the
titular kingdom. Central it is not: French writers com-
plain that Paris is dangeroudy near the eagtern frontier,
even now that France extends far beyond what Hugh Capet
in theory reigned over; but it is at any rate, much more
central than Laon, the capital of his predecessors and it is
in mogt respects excdlently Stuated.

Feudalism had done its disntegrating work in mog
parts of what had been the Carolingian empire. Hugh
Capet had a titular suzerainty over a multitude of vasals
some more powerful than himsdf. It was the tak of his
house to convert this into real sovereignty; and this had
been fairly accomplished, with the one great exception of
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Aquitaine, when . Louis died, less than three centuries
after the coronation of Hugh. Incidentally, moreover, the
kings of Paris had in the same period fought out ancther
conflict even more important to geographical unification,
between thelangued' oc and thelangued' ail

The boundaries suggested by physcal geography, it
cannct be too often affirmed, affect the dedtinies of man-
kind but dightly unless they are real barriers  None such
exig between the France of Hugh Capd's successrs and
the regions to the easward, except 0 far as the Cevennes
may beregarded as at any rate, an obstade. On the cther
hand no physical frontier of more than nominal character
sparates the region of the Garonne from the region of the
Laoire. Difference of race, however, did exi¢, the Garonne
beng Iberian and the Loire Cdltic, though both had bemn
saturated by Roman influences and conquered by Teuton
invaders, akin though diginct. How far this difference of
race tended to produce a divergence in other respedts can
hardly be estimated: probably, the geographical fact that
there is a wide gap between the Pyreness and the southern
end of the Cevennes had at least equal influence At any
rate, in the age when the modern Romance languages were
coming into exisence, through the corruption of Latin in the
vernacular spexth of sparate regions, the language which
formed itsdf in northern France was very different from that
which smultaneoudy grew up in the south. And the south of
therealm of France devdoped the same language astheregion
of the lower Rhone, or possbly borrowed it. The divergence
in language between north and south was accompanied
by equally marked differences in literature and idess, in
civilization generally. The south, as was natural, was in
more or less dose touch with Italy, the north rather with
Germany. It was the good fortune of the kings of Paris
that the whae south never became even as much consoli-
dated as the north, before drcumdances gave them the
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opportunity of crushing for ever the separate civilization of
the south. The counts of Toulouse, seated on the upper
Garonne, extended their feuda superiority to the Mediter-
ranean : if their dominions had been combined with Aqui-
taine, their technica vassdage to Paris, which sa very
lightly upon them, might well have been repudiated
atogether. It was a further stroke of good fortune that
the counts of Toulouse gave the Popes a pretext for
proclaiming a crusade against them, which was furnished
mainly by the chivalry of northern France. The Albigen-
sian crusade is chiefly known as the most atrocious of
religious wars: it desaves to be dso remembered as a
great gep in the unification of France.

After the Albigensian war began the series of piecemed
annexaions in the Rhone-land, which only ended when
Napoleon |11 took Savoy in i860. In the bresk-up of
Charlemagne's empire a separate kingdom had been formed,
roughly® corresponding to the Rhonelland, which was
cdled Burgundy after the Teutonic tribe which had over-
run that section of the Roman empire, and had later been
conquered by the Franks. This kingdom, &fter a separate
exigence of a century and a haf, fell to the emperor
Conrad | 1, and was thenceforth regarded as afourth crown
belonging to the emperor.  With so distant a sovereign, the
Rhone-land was especidly liable to the fate of being divided
up among a number of feuda princes virtually independent.
Provence, the sea-coadt district, was for a time united to
Cataonia, and then to Aragon; and after many vicissitudes of
no geographica significance, wes left by the last independent
ruler to Louis X1 of France, the son of his father's sister.

1 It is worth noting that the kingdom of Burgundy extended beyond
the Alps, so as to include the Val d'Aosta. The Little St. Bernard
pass, the earliest established route across the Alps, no doubt assiged
this extenson beyond the natural frontier, which in its turn facilitated

the spread of the French language into Piedmont, and the ultimate
union of Savoy and Piedmont under the same prince.
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The dominions over which the counts of Toulouse were
gther direct rulers or suzerains filled the gap between the
Cevennes and the Pyrenees and thexe were the firg to
fall into the hands of the French kings Other sections
of the Rhoneland shared the same fate: the Empire was
in no condition to defend its shadowy rights at s0 great
a digance, expecially when the annexations were made with
the good-will of rulers, or people, or both. When once the
posshility of a sgparate Provenfal nationality had been
destroyed, affinities of race and language were all favour-
able to union with France; and when the proces had
once begun, geography would naturally encourage going
on as far as the Alps. French ambition in fad made
many attempts to obtain a footing beyond them, which
happily for the peace of Europe had never more than
temporary success

The consolidation of France within its original limits was
not compleed 