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PREFACE

IN the course of writing the introductory chapter to my
forthcoming history of the Empire of Vijayanagar, | was
led to an investigation of the actual circumstances under
which that Empire came into being, and, as a consequence,
thecondition of South I ndiaon the eve of the Muhammadan
invasons. The reault of this investigation is s forth in
the following six lectures delivered as * the Third Course of
Special Lecturesin the Department of Indian History and
Archaedlogy ' at the University of Madras. Thefirst lecture
traces the decadence of the Chola Empire, and shows how
it split up into a number of chieftaincies. The disruption
is traced to the pressure of the Pandyas from the South,
the natural tendency to independence of the feudatories
within, and afratricidal war arising among the members of
the Chola ruling family itself. The next tracestherevival
of the Pandya power which had been reduced to subordi-
nation by the Cholas very early in their imperial career.
The reassertion of their independence began with the
weakening of the Chola power about the middle of the
twelfth century, and culminated in the establishment of the
Pangyas as one of only two South Indian Powers in the
middle of the thirteenth. The third lecture concerns
itself with the firg invasons of the Dakhan by Alau-d-din
and Malik Kafur. In the fourth it is pointed out that there
is satisfactory evidence of Malik Kafur'sinvason having
reached as far south as Madura and Ramesvaram, and that
the character of the invasons had nothing of conquest or
occupation of territory in it. The fifth lecture bearsupon
the career of Muhammad Tughlak and the character of the
invasons of South India sent by him. Muhammad's
policy was conquest and extenson of his empire, and was
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thus opposed to that of Alau-d-din. Muhammad's empire
was, it is pointed out, the largest that the Muhammadan
empire ever reached in India and carried in it the seed of
dismemberment. An attempt is made to arrange the
chronology of Muhammad's reign on rational lines on the
basis of the History of the Sultanate of Madura founded in
hisreign. The sixth contains a somewhat detailed exposition
of the foundation and further history of the. Sultanate of
Madura, and its wars against the Hoysalas who, under
their last great ruler, Vira Ballaja | | | made a patriotic
effort to dislodge the Muhammadans from the South. The
Hoysala King fell in the effort, and brought his dynasty
to an end in carrying on this great national war of the
Hindus. Some of the more prominent officers of his empire
discharged their debt to cause and country by ultimately
succeeding where their master had failed, and giving visible
embodiment to their success in elevating to the dignity of
' Capital of the Empire' a new foundation of the last great
Hoysala, Vira Ballala |11

Vijitya Visvam Vijayabhidhanam
Visvottaram yo nagarim vyadatta.

This was Vijayanagar. The credit of this achievement
is dueto five brothers who all held positions of responsibility
along the northern frontier when the critical moment had
arrived. If one among them could be marked out, as
peculiarly deserving of this honour, it was Bukka, his son
Kumara Kampana coming in for an honourable share.

We have the high authority of Lord Morley for the
dictum, ' we have no business to seek more from the past
than the very past itself.’” | have striven hard to keep to
the high level of this historical dictum, and trust | have
kept out all bias one way or another. | have had occasion
to lament with Freeman, ' | am beginning tothink, that
there is not, and never was such athing as truth in the
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world. At least | do not believe that any two people ever
give exactly the same account of anything, even when they
have seen it with their own eyes, except when they copy
from one another." | have endeavoured to get at the truth
despite this difficulty, and leave it to my readers to judge
how far my effort has attained success.

The work embodies a considerable volume of information
the collection of which was made possble by the liberal
permission accorded by the Syndicate of the University of
Madras to my making a tour in the parts of the country
involved in the course of this history. | acknowledge my
obligation to them for their sympathy. Even so it would
have been impossible to have got together all the local in-
formation | have, but for the good offices of several of my
friends, among whom | must mention prominently Rao
Sahib M. Ct. Muthia Chettiar, M.L.C., Sheriff of Madras,
Diwan Bahadur T. Desikachariar, B.A., B.L., M.L.C.,
and hisassistant Mr. N. P. Swaminatha Ayyar, B.A., Archaeo-
logist of the Pudukotta State, and my late lamented friend
Mr. C. S. Anantarama Ayyar, B.A., Revenue Divisional
Officer at Devakotta, carried off in the prime of avery useful
and unostentatious life to the detriment alike of the service
of which he was an ornament, and all real Oriental Scholar-
ship for which he had always had genuine sympathy, and,
what is more, in which he could and did take active
interest. | must not omit mention of M.R.Ry. V. Ramalinga
Mudaliar, Tahsildar of Sivaganga, for much valuable asss
tance. | acknowledge my indebtedness to these gentlemen
with the most sincere pleasure. | acknowledge with equal
pleasure my obligation to Principal Tait, late of the Central
College, Bangalore, who read through the manuscript for
me and offered valuable advice adding to his many kindnesses
to me through a long period of close on thirty years during
which he was successivdly my professor, colleague and
Principal, but all along a friend. | am grateful to His
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Exalted Highness the Nizam's Government, Rao Bahadur
R. Narasmhachariar, Praktanavimarsa Vichaksana, Director
of Archaedlogicall Ressarches in Mysore, Mr. A. H.
Longhurst, Superintendent of Archaeology, Madras, and
Messs. Wiele and Klein, Photographers, Madras, for
having permitted the use of their excelent photographs for
the illustrations.

Messs C. K. Ramadorai, B.A. (Hons) and R. Gopalan,
B.A. (Hons), University Research Students, helped me in
verifying references and preparing the index. My nephew
S. Raju Aiyangar drew the map which formsthe frontis-
piece. | acknowledge with pleasure my obligations to
these.

In its final form, the substance of the book was delivered,
by invitation of the Mysore University, as a course of
Extension Lecturesin Mysore, and one part under the name
* The Foundation of Vijayanagar ' was similarly delivered
as a lecture before the Mythic Society, Bangalore.

It is a matter of particular gratification to me that His
Highness the Maharaja of Mysore was gracioudy pleased to
accept the dedication of this work. It is peculiarly
appropriate asit isthiswork that exhibits, for the first time,
the glorious part played by the last great Hoysala of Mysore
in saving South India and Indian culture for the Hindus.
His Highness has but added one more to the many gracious
acts of kindness for which | am debtor without hope of
repaying the kindness except by gratitude. | hope, however,
it will begiven to me to repay thiskindness by further work
which may deserve well of His Highness.

S. KRISHNASWAMI AlIYANGAR.

UNIVERSITY OF MADRAS,
February 22, 1921.
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South India and Her Muhammadan
Invaders

LECTURE |

THE BREAK UP OF THE CHOLA EMPI RE.

DURING the period of Chola ascendancy, beginning from
the days of the great Parantaka, early in the tenth century,
the Pandyas may be regarded as subordinate to the Chola
power. This subordinate postion was not habitually
acknowledged, and punitive wars had to be undertaken in
consequence. At one time under Rajaraja the Great, or
his son Rajendra I, the imperial Cholas adopted the practice
of appointing members of their family as viceroys of the
Pangya and other kingdoms, with special desgnations
indicating authority over the Pangya, Kongu and other
kingdoms of old. This hardening of the authority of the
Cholas reduced the Pandyas still further in importance so
that it might justifiably be said that their power was extinct
in the period of the ' Chola Ascendancy Members of
the Pangya royal family, however, remained active in
various places of importance in the Pandya territory and
were causng condderable trouble to the administration.
It was in all probability this gate of things that led to the
planting of military colonies by Kulottunga I, in agricultural
tracts in the Pangya country along the road to Kottaru
throughout the whole length of the territory. The Pandyas
often became fugitives in Ceylon from their own country.
There are records of several wars waged by the Cholas
againg the Ceylon rulers for having given asylum to the
PMngyas Up to the middle of the twelfth century, the
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Cholas continued to be victorious and successfully asserted
their authority over the Pandyan kingdom, and, to a
modified extent, over parts of Ceylon aso. In the latter
half of the twelfth century however, those that occupied
the Chola throne degenerated both in power and personal
ability, and, as a consequence the tendency in the border
kingdoms, was to throw off the imperial yoke. It wasin
this state of affairs, when the Pandya kingdom was already
breaking up into a number of principalities, that a disputed
successon in Madura brought on an invasion from Ceylon.

The Ceylonese Invasion.—In A.D. 1170 or 1171 there
were two rival claimants to the throne of Madura. One of
them Parakrama Pangya was beseged in Madura by another
named Kulasekhara. In this war Kulasskhara seems to
have had the advantage to begin with, and Parakrama in
digress appealed for asigance to Parakrama Bahu of
Ceylpn who had just then emerged successfully out of a
sriesof wars in his own country. During a period of
Sxteen years, according to the Mahavamia, he was engaged
in congant wars againg his rivals to bring all Ceylon
under oneruler. If the statement of the Mahavamsa is to
be given full credit, he had succeeded in achieving this
object of hisambition. On receiving the ambassadors from
Parakrama Pandya, Parakrama Bahu resolved to fit out and
$nd agreat army of invason to place Parakrama Pandya
on thethrone. In the meanwhile Parakrama Pandya was
captured and put to death with his wives and children, and
Kulasekhara placed himsdf on the throne of Madura. The
invason started under the famous Ceylon general Lanka-
pura Dancjanatha as he iscalled. The army s& out from
the capital and reached Mahatittha (Manthot of the maps)
in Ceylon. Information was by then received that Kulage-
khara had taken possesson of Maduraand had put to death
hisrival and all hisfamily. Parakrama Bahu ordered the
continuation of the march so that the kingdom might be
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War of Pdndya Succession i

taken from Kulasskhara and given over to one of the
children of his friend. From Mahatittha, the army pro-
ceeded to a harbour ' Talabbilla,” in Ceylon. After avoyage
lasting a day and night they sghted the coast on the other
gde, and efected a landing in spite of oppostion, at
another haven called Talabbilla on the Pandyan sde of the
country.!

The chief command of the army was given, as was
already noted, to the greatest Ceylon general of the time
Lankapura Dandanatha. He attacked Ramesvararn and,
after a number of battles, took posesson of the place. He
inarched further forward to almost where Pamban is at
present and took posesson of a very convenient haven
called Kundukala® midway between the two seas and four
leagues distant from Ramissaram." Passng over minor

! Talabbilla on the Ceylon side was apparently the haven forming part
of, or perhaps some littleway fr,om, Manthote. Talabbilla on the Par_léﬁ/an
gde ssams meant for the haven* which is nowadays called Puliyadisalai,
two to three miles straight east from what is called Gandamadana Parvata,
itsdf two miles north by east of the town of RamGgvaram. | make this
identification, asin the locality there is current the tradition regarding a
Kandyan monarch who built” the sanctum of the templeat R3m££varam.
Thisis confirmed by certain inscriptions in the sanctum itself. This monarch

all the gones for the building dressed and fitted in Kandy, and brought
them over to be landed at a convenient port thence to be carried over to
Ramesvaram for the building, the idand itsalf offering no stone quarry for
the purpose.. Some of these were brought in duplicates, the unused among
which are said till to liein the harbour Puliyadisalai. The Gandamadana
Parvata itself carries two foot-prints. These are pointed out as Rama's
foot-prints there. But the character of the dructure and the footprints
themselves seam to indicate that the structure was intended to be a Buddhist
shrine which the Ceylon General himsdf may have built during the occu-
pation of the idand., | am not aware of any worship of Rama's feet exoept
the worship of the sandals which he left behind with his brother Bharata
according to the Ramayana when he went into exile, as a memento of h»s
during his absence in the forets.  The distance from there to Parakrama-

& tana, the fortified camp of Lankapura would work out correctly on this

ads

* Thisis what is called Kundugal just a mile and a half or two south of
Pamban. Thislocality is made ue of by the South Indian Railway authori-
ties as both the dry and wet docks for the repair or refit of their seam-laun-
ches | have not ‘been able to trace any sSgn of the fortifications with the
" three circuits of walls and twelve gates”™ but there is no doubt that it is the
placereferred to as Kundukala. There is no memory of its having been
called Parakramapurain the locality at all.
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details, Lankapura defeated the Pandyan forces in a number
of villages and towns. On his way back to his camp, he
attacked the chieftain Alavanda Perumal who was encamp-
ed at the 'village Vadali,”* and killed him. It was after
this that Kulasekhara made a great effort by leading his
forces personally. He is said to have collected his armies
from all over the Pandyan kingdom, including auxiliaries
from the two Kongus and Tinnevelly. From his head-
quarters at the fortified villages of Erukotta and Idagalissara
(which places | am not able to identify yet) he sent ' a great
army by land® and many soldiers by sea and ships, to
assault the fortress of Parakramapura.' There was a hotly
contested battle, Kulasekhara having his horse shot under
him, and the Ceylon General got so much the better of his
enemy that the very camp of the Pandya was burnt down.
The Ceylonese then marched and occupied Vadali (Vedalai).
He made a further dash northwards from Vedalai as the
base, surprised Deviyapattanam (Devipattanam, as it is
now called) and marched further forwards to Siriyavala.
He returned therefrom apparently by way of Kalaiyarkoil-
Paramagucji road and took the two places Anivalakkotta
(sometimes called Anivalakki in the narrative) and the
fortress of Nettur.® These became afterwards the head-
quarters of the Ceylon army. While here, information
reached the general that one of the sons of Parakrama

! This is apparently the Vedalai of to-day about two miles south by west
of the Man papain Camp Railway station.

2The tradition is even now current that there was no channel here
between Mandapam and Pamban. The name Mandapam is said to have been
given to the place as it did contain a Mandapa to which the God of Rames-
varam used to be carried on occasons of certain annual festivals. Of
course that could not be done across the sea.

3 This is apparently Siruvayal. There are two places of -the name in the
Ramnad district one on the north by west of TiruvSdanai, and another
one much farther north along the road from Paramagudi to Tiruppattur
ultimately. The former is apparently what is meant here.

4 Nettur is about five miles west of Ilaiyangudi and may be about seven or
eight miles north-west of Paramagudi railway station on the South Indian
Railway. Thisis the place where Kuiottunga |11 defeated and cut off the
head of Vira Pandya. Anivalakki must have been very near that.
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Pandya was a fugitive in the Malayalam country. Thiswas
Vira Pandya. Lankapura sent him a message asking him
to come over and join him. Sending intimation of this
discovery to his master, he marched across, apparently at
the instance of Vira Pandya to Periyakulam in the ghats,
and gained possession of Melamangalam and Kllamangalam.
He thought it better to hand these over on terms to the
chieftain from whom he took them, and returned to his
head-quarters at Anivalakkotta. Proceeding from there to
Nettur he made a dash against another place not very far,
which is called Manaviramadura, apparently Manamadura,
now a railway station. He defeated the chieftains who
held the place, and brought the place under his authority.
He then found a number of chieftains collected together at
Patapatha (a place | am not yet able to identify), assaulted
the place and took it. He found it necessary now to march
north-eastwards to Anjukottai near Tiruvadanai. He took
the place and the two ports in the vicinity of Tondi and
Pasa (Pasipattana, as it is now called), marched further
forwards to Kurundangudi first, and thence- to Tiruvekam-
bama, probably the place now called Tiruveganpattu. As
the chieftain, apparently of that locality, Malava Chakra-
varti, woud not submit and retired to a place called
Semponmari (on the borders of the Pudukotta State) in the
Tiruppattur Taluk, the Ceylon general advanced upon the
place. The place was considered a great stronghold and
the Cholas are said to have failed to take the place after a
two years siege. The Ceylonese are said to have taken it
in less than half a day.! The Ceylonese in their turn were
besieged in the fortress and the siege of the famous strong-
hold was raised by the heroic deeds of Lankapura and his
lieutenants. Apart from this fortress the Pandyan territory
up to the boundary of the Chola country came under the

! Semponmari is said to belong to Talaiyurnadu in the Tiruppatur Taluk.
Ep. Coll. 128 of 1908.
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control of the Ceylonese. What is perhaps of greater
importance the Vaisyas (Vessas) and the Muhammadans
(Yavanas) of this locality brought presents to him. He
restored Semponmari however to Mgjava Chakravarti, and
retired to Anivalakki, by way of Tiruvegambama and
Kurundangudi. While here he heard that another Tamil
chieftain had taken Siriyavala (Siruvayal) having defeated
Malava Chakravarti, whose head-quarters of Semponmari
also fell into his hands. Lankapura intervened between
Malava Chakravarti and this new chieftain his enemy, and
after effecting a reconciliation between the two, retired to
Nettur. He then set about restoring the two tanks that
were destroyed at Rajaslha Mahala (Rajasingamangalam)
and Valugama (Valugrama, Valandaravail).

At this stage, Kulasekhara reappeared at the head of a vast
army with auxiliaries from the Kongus and Tinnevelly.
It was then that Parakrama Bahu himself sent another
army under the command of Jagad Vijaya, which arrived
at Anivalakki. The two generals established themselves
at Nettur and Anivalakki respectively. Lankapura advanced
from Nettur and fought a battle in Mangalam.*

He pushed forward from there to Siriyavala (Siruvayal)
again* Her he defeated the chiefs Punkonda Nadalvar
and his allies, and burnt down the two storeyed palace of
thischief. Hethen retired to Tirikkanupper (Kalaiyarkoil).
In the meanwhile his colleague Jagad Vijaya marched west
towards Manamadura and took a number of places, return-
ing to Nettur. The two Ceylon armies now joined together
and marched upon Tiruppalur or Tiruppali apparently
against Kulasekhara. Kulasekhara in the meanwhile had

i Thisis the Mangalam otherwise called Valudi Valmangalam about eight
miles south from KalaiySrkoil on the road from Tiruppattur to Paramagudi.
The town isin ruins and an extensive raised plot of ground is pointed out as
the site of the old city.

2 Apparently the place on the road from Tiruppattur to Paramagudi
little to the north of where the Sarugani river cuts the road.
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come to the city of Rajina (not identified yet). Herea
great battle took place between Kulasekhara and the com-
bined Ceylon armies. Kulasekhara was ultimately defeated
and the city of Rajina was taken by the Ceylonese. This
brings the first part of the campaign to a close. Kula-
sekhara retired from the Pandya country and found shelter
in the country of the Tondaman and sought assistance of
the Cholas from there.

Having heard of the flight of Kulasekhara, the Ceylon
general marched upon Madura and set Vira Pandya in
charge of the place. The chiefs that supported Kulase-
khara and submitted to the Ceylonese after Kulasekhara's
defeat, were restored to their places. Having done so
much to secure the capital and the territory round it, the
Ceylon general went in pursuit of Kulasekhara to Tirup-
pattur along the main road from Madura. He took
possession of Tiruppattur and chased the garrison from
there along ' the highway ' till they reached Pon-Amaravati,
"a gpace of three leagues.’ He ultimately entered Pon-
Amaravati, and burnt down the three storeyed palace there,
and ' many other houses and barns that were full of paddy
they burnt down." ' This valiant commander, that he
might calm the fears of the inhabitants of the country,
made a proclamation by beat of drums (assuring them that
he would protect them)." He then returned to Madura,

In Madura he received orders from head-quarters to set
about the celebration of the festival of the coronation of
Vfra Pandya. The General Lankapura made ready for the
coronation and ‘'appointed Malava Chakkavatti (Malava
Chakravarti) and Magjavarayar and Talaiyur Nadajvar, men
of the Lambakanna race to perform the duties of the office
of Lambakmna.! He then caused a proclamation to issue

! Lambakannadhuram ' the officeis called. This could only mean the
rhiefship of the Lambakinnas. This term means those that have pendent-

ear-lobes, and seems to refer to the Nattukottai chetties who claim a right to
a. simihr high function at the courts of Tamil kings.
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inviting all the chieftains of the Pandya kingdom to
assemble for this ceremony. ' He caused the prince to be
anointed duly in the temple which stood at the northern
gate of the palace of the former kings, and which aforetime
had been honoured with the sound of the drums of victory.
The famous general then caused the prince to go round the
city in state.'

Kulasekhara meanwhile had obtained the assistance of
the Tondaman® and others, and he issued from the mountain
fastnesses and took the stronghold of Mangalam. Among
the number of Mangalams about Madura it is difficult to
settle which thisis. From the circumstances of the narra-
tion it seems to be the Mangalam in Sattur Taluk. Forti-
fying himself near the place he fought against the allies and
relations of the Tondaman chief and took the fortress; he
followed up his victory by capturing Sivaliputtur (Srlvilli-
puttur) in the Tinnevelly district. Kulasekhara then made
a supreme effort by collecting the forces from Tirinaveli
(Tinnevelly), and sought and.obtained the assistance of the
two Kongus. Collecting hisarmies he took his stand at the
fortress Santaneri.* The two Ceylon generals, Lankapura
and Jagad Vijaya, made a joint attack upon Kulasekhara
who cut open the bund of a tank to prevent the enemy from
making use of it. The generals however repaired the breach
and set forward against Kulasekhara defeating him in battle
and took two villages' called Sirimalakka and Kattala
(Kuttalam). The former Lankapura ordered to be burnt
down as that was the place where Parakrama Pancha
was slain. He marched further forward from there and
occupied the village Colakulantaka (Solakulantaka). He
now received a large accession of strength from the
chfeftains of the Chola country. Among those that brought
~ 1 Perhaps the chieftains of Arantangi who had this title in the period
m}medlately following and before the rise of the Pudukkotta Tondamnns.

This ssams meant for a place called ' SattaK-ri in inscriptions, in the
Raranad Taluk (vide No. 1 of 1912).
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him reinforcements, we find the name Pallava Rayar of the
inscriptions, as also several other Nadalvars who were all.
chieftains of fortresses in what is now the state of Pudu-
kotta and its southern frontier. With these allies Kutaie-
khara fixed his camp in Pandu Nadukotta and Oriyeri.
Outmanoeuvring Kulasekhara's forces from there the two
Ceylon generals marched upon Palamcotta, drove Kulase-
khara out of it and took the fortress. While there they
heard Kulasekhara had marched towards Madura. They
marched immediately on Madura and Kulasekhara again
sought refuge in the Chola country.

LeavingJagad Vijaya at Pattanallur, Lankapura marched
forward to Tirukkanapper. J About this time KulaSekhara
applied to the Chola king actually for assistance and
obtained from him an army commanded by Pallava Rayar,
and other .chiefs. He sent the army including the auxili-
aries to the ports of Tondi and Pasa, possbly by sea
When Lankapura heard of this he ordered his colleague to
keep watch in Madura while he himself marched further
from Tirukkanapper upon the frontier fortress of Kllanilaya
(Kllanilai in the Tiruppattur Taluk and on the utmost
northern border of Madura). The battle here seems to have
taken the form of a running fight all along the road from
Kllanilai to the two ports of Vada Manamekkudi and
Manamekkudi (Manamelkudi at the mouth of the Vellar,
and the town and suburb north of it). Having defeated the
Tamil chiefs, Lankapura burnt down these two ports and
another Manjakkudi. Asa punishment for thisinterference
of the Cholas, he burnt the Chola country, for a distance of
seven leagues. He then marched across the road to the
village called Velankudi® that belonged to the chief Niga-
ladha Rayar, who had gone over to Kulasekhara. This

! There are two Velankudis in the vicinity. The one is a temple-town
near Kanadukattan ; but the Velankudi referred to hereisthevillage of the
name, a few miles from Tiruppattur on the old highroad leading from

2 [
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chief had succeeded in enlisting the co-operation of various
other chieftains and the armies had swollen in size by
various contingents including those of Tinnevelly. Kula-
sekhara took his stand in Pon-Amaravati. Lankapura
marched from Velankudi. Having been defeated again at
Pon-Amaravati, Kulasekhara fled from the place. Lanka-
pura then felt that he had rid the Pandya country of
the enemies of Vira Pandya and returned to his head-
guarters, He then ordered the use of the Ceylon coin
Kahapana bearing the superscription of Parakrama through-
out the Pancjya country of his ally. Sending forward, the
men, horses and elephants captured in war, he himself
returned to Ceylon, handing over the Pandya kingdom to
ViraPandya. Parakrama Bahu received him as became a
victorious general, and in memory of this great victory
founded the village of Pandu Vijayaka, the lands of which
he distributed in charity among the Brahmans. Thus ended
the great Ceylon war.

The Ceylon account is certainly one sided, and describes
the war in true epic fashion. Thevictory is all in favour of
the Ceylonese generals, and yet we find ultimately Vira
Pandya does not find himself settled upon his throne firmly,
ruling over the country subjugated to his authority. The
Mahavamsa itself admits that Kulasekhara had obtained
assstance from his cousins in the two Kongus.! The Chola
inscriptions that describe this war make it appear that the
Chola intervention under Pallava Rayar, the son of EdirilT-
sola Sambuvarayan, was effective, and was the deciding
factor in the retirement of the’ Ceylonese. Kulasekhara
was able, after the departure of the Ceylon army, to main-
Madura to Pon-Amarfivati by Tiruppattfir, and thence to Trichinopoly. It
is also on the road, across this, along the frontier between the Chola country

and the Pandya from Pattukotta to Tiruppattfir.
! s¢ Mahavamsa b¥ Tumour and Wijesimha chapters 76-77, and
or

kayya. Epi
@Ar%yakkampand 'Ie'?ruvalangadu Inss. Ep. Coll. 20 of 1899 and 465 of 1905.
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tain the campaign, and ultimately victory seems to have
turned in his favour. The war continued against Vira
Pandiya even after the retirement of the Singhalese. Kula-
sekhara died in the course of the war or soon after. The
last g;reat Chola Kulottunga |l | |, as heir-apparent, took up
the cause of his son Vikrama Pandya vigorously, and, accord-
ing to the Chola record at Tirukkollambudur of the fourth
year of Kulottunga | I I (A.D. 1182) ' the Singhalese soldiers
had their noses cut off and rushed into the sea. Vira
Pancjya himself was compelled to retreat. The town of
M adura was captured and made over to Vikrama Pandya.'
The war thus ended in favour of the Cholas, sometime in
the seventies of the twelfth century.

In regard to the date of the whole war, inscriptions of the
fifthyear of Rajadhirajal | , who ascended thethrone in A.D.
1171-2 9 describe it and therefore the war must have taken
place before A.D. 1175 which is the date of the Arpakkam
grant. According to the Mahavamsa it commenced some
time after the sixteenth year of Parakrama Bahu.

The Results of the Chola Intervention.—The Chola inter-
vention in this Pandya war restored the Pandyas to some
little of their power. At the same time it contributed
largely to the weakening of the Chola hold upon the Pandya
country. Soon after the war however, the Chola throne
was occupied by the last great Chola Kulottunga | | | who,
as crown prince, had already rendered distinguished service
in the war against the Ceylonese in favour of Kulasekhara
Kaodya, and after his death, in favour of his son Vikrama
Pandya. He succeeded to the thronein A.D. 1178 and his
rule lasted till A.D. 1210.

Kulottunga (with titles Parakesari, Tribhuvana Chola,
Vlirarajendraand Konerinmaikondani was in all probability

' No. 1 of 1809. vide Ep. Kep. for 1899, Section 38; K.V.S. lyer,

Historical Sketches of Ancient Dckhan, p. 161.
2Epi. Rep., 1904, p. 12, Section 21 ; and pp. 206and 7 S. I. Ins. iii.
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the son of Rajargja |1, and came to the throne in succes
sion to Rajadhiraja, an uncle. . He took an honourable
share in turning back the Ceylonese from the southern
frontier of the Pudukotta State, making them beat an
inglorious retreat from what promised to be a glorious
invasion of conquest. Records of this ruler are available
from his fifth to the fortieth year. The first eight years of
his reign seem to have been uneventful. Records of his
ninth year state that he assisted Vikrama Pandya against
the son of Vira Pandya, defeated the Maras (Pandya's)
army, drove the Simhala (Ceylon) army into the sea, took
Madura from Vlra Pandya and bestowed it on Vikrama
Pandya. * This means that the civil war in the Pandya
country was renewed after the death of Kulasekhara, the
ally of the Cholas. - The Ceylonese still helped VIra Pandya,
and Kulottunga had to intervene in favour; of Vikrama, the
son of his father'sally. A record of hiseleventh year states
that Kulottunga defeated and cut off the nose of Vira
Pandya's son, bestowed the crown of Madura upon Vikrama
Pandya ; and, when Vira Pandya took up arms to wipe off
this disgrace, 'took his crowned head at Nettur ,'? and
"carried his queen into servitude .' It was apparently on
this occasion that both the Pandya and Kerala rulers took
their seats some way from the throne, and received from
him their kingdoms and new dignities.

In his nineteenth year he undertook a successful invasion
northwards and entered Kanchi. Hedid not stop short
there, but went farther north as far as Nellore where there
are inscriptions of Kulottunga 111. Three or four years
later he brought the two Kongus again under his authority,
and by this act perhaps extended his sphere of authority
well- within the modern state of Mysore. His Hqysala
contemporary, Ballalal | . had his authority recognized, in

1S 1. Ins. iii, p. 207. 2 For what thismeans see below.
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the Anantapur District. The two apparently came to an
understanding on this frontier and maintained themselves
at peace cemented by a marriage alliance. One of the
qgueens of Ballala Il was known by the title Chola Maha-
devi. Aslong as peace was preserved on this frontier the
Pandyas could not stir. It was only when the Hoysalas
attempted an extension of territory on this side that the
Pandyas could find the occasion to rise on their side.*

The Chola Empire in the beginning of the thirteenth
century.—At the beginning of the thirteenth century A.D.
the Chola empire stood restored so far to its former
ascendency in South India under this ' Great Chola' Kulot-
tunga HI that one would hardly have expected its fall to
come in the course of the next half century. The causes that
ultimately brought about this decadence were discernible
even then. The Pandya country, reduced to subordination
after such expenditure of blood and treasure by Kulottunga,
could but have rendered a sullen obedience. This had been
rendered all the more galling after what Kulottunga had
done to make a demonstration of his power Having finally
defeated the rebel Vira Pandya, Kulottungaentered Madura
and had himself anointed both as a hero-warrior and victor-
overlord of the Pandya. In order that this might be the
better impressed upon his enemies and feudatories, he
arranged that both his Pandya and Kerala feudatories be
seated, apparently without thrones, a little away from him
on one side. Seating himself upon the throne with his
gqueen he placed his feet upon ' the crowned head of the
vanquished Vira Pandya, which had been out off on the
field of battle according to the inscription, asif to say that
that was to be the fate of thosewho would not acknowledge
his authority. After this he conferred special honours upon
both the friendly Pandya and the Kerala rulers, and even

1Epi.Rep., 1912, Sections 30 and 45.



14 South India and Her Muhammadan Invaders

treated the latter to a banquet along with him to show the
honours that awaited loyal allegiance.

Such a treatment could not but leave the feudatories
smarting under the disgrace, and would inevitably lead to
an effort to re-assert their own dignity and to be on the
look out for opportunities to inflict similar humiliation in
their turn. That seems to have been the frame of mind of
the Pandyan feudatories and instances of retaliation will
appear in the history of their restoration.

The Principal Feudatories of the Cholas—At about this
period the following chieftains appear as Kulottunga's
vassals in the records of his reign, as the records acknow-
ledge the Chola suzerainty-:—

(1) The chieftain of Nellore (Vikramasimhapura) took
the title Madhurantaka Pottappi Chola; the first member
of this title was perhapsin compliment to his overlord,
Madhurantaka, ' the death of Madura\ having been an old
and a very common title among the Cholas. Nellore is
defined in one of these records to have belonged to the
Pedai Nadu sub-division, of the district Sedikulamanikka
vajanadu of the province, Jayangondasolamandalam. Two
chieftains are mentioned with this title and their personal

! There arethree points upon which | differ regarding the interpretation of
the Srirangam Epigraph of Kulottungal I | . (S. | Ins iii. 88).

(1) In line 3, there is the statement that Vira Pandya's son had his nose
cut off as a mark of disgrace—Vira Pandya, to wipe off this disgrace, raised
an army and fought the battle of Nettiir.

(2) Inline 4 occurs the expression d-urer o ud ang faleut Dssolri ni
nog-gg, i.€., bringing the war to aclose by takmg off the crowned-head of
Vira Pandya(No 370 of 1915); then follows-dmsrwis Gsrg.mw Qo swrns.
The word ' Velam ' is read 'VEIam,' and interpreted as ‘'the Pandya
queen having been sent into the harem ' (in concubinage apparently). The
correct word is Velam with the short e meaning service as in Vellatti.
Cf_@umisd Susy. sy s#refs¥ n Pydukotta No. 82 in course of publica-
tion. The Pandya queen was reduced to servitude in the Chola harem (see
note 4, p. 215 and note 5, p. 218, S. I. Ins. iii. 88, and the inscriptions
printed below 2 and 3.

(3) Line 5 @sty sy ap@arssd means, | submit, ' to the Villavan
(Kerala) on whose flag is usually seen the bow," whose ensign way the bow.
To him Kulottunga gave wealth that kings never obtain. The whole point of
the record isthat Kulottunga was as great in war as he was liberal in gifts,
to justify his hoisting of ' the banners of generosity and valour.'
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names are given as Tammasiddhi-aratean with date the
twenty-sixth year of Kulottunga |11 (A.D. 1203-4), and
Nallasiddhi araisar, an uncle of the former with date the
thirty-first year of the same emperor (A.D. 1208-9). Two
other records of Tammusiddhi are dated A.D. 1205-6 and
A.D. 1207-8.

(2) The next one is a Ganga chief Amarabharana Slya
Gangan, otherwise Tiruvegambamudaiyan. There are two
records of this chief, one at Kanchlpuram, dated the twenty-
seventh year of Kulottungal | | , according to which the chief
made a gift of a lamp; and the other of the thirty-fourth
year according to which his queen Ariapillai made a gift of
two lamps to the temple at Tiruvallam.

(3) There comes a class of chieffains who may be
referred to as belonging to the Sengeni family and associ-
ated with Tiruvallam. The earliest known member is
Sengeni Mindan Attimallan Sambuvarayan with a datein
the eighth year of Kulottunga |l I I . The next one in order
of time is Sengeni Ammaiyappan Kannudaiperuman, other-
wise Vikramasola Sambuvarayan with a date in the eleventh
year of Kulottunga | I I . Then follows hisson Cholappijlai,
otherwise Alagiyasolan, otherwise Edirili Sola Sambuva-
rayan, son of Sengeni Ammaiyappan, probably the one
above. This last refers himself to the twenty-seventh and
thirty-third years of Kulottunga |11 .

(4) Two other chiefs are mentioned along with
Siyagangan, and one of the Sengeni chiefs mentioned above
in two records of the years twenty and twenty-one of
Kulottunga |1l at Senganma (Chengama). These are
Vidukadalagiyaperumal of Dharmapuri, Tagadur in the
Salem district, and Malayan Vinayai Venran, otherwise
Karikala Chola Adaiyurnadalvan. The former of these
figures prominently in the records of Kulottunga's successor.

1S 1. Ins iii. 207,
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(5) Another family of chiefs comes into notice from
the Senganma record of the twenty-first year. Two of them
are mentioned, namely, Tirukkalattidfiva and his son Vira
Narasimhadeva. The father's name occurs in records of
the sixteenth and seventeenth years of Kulottunga, while
that of the son is available in those of the thirty-sixth and
thirty-seventh years of Rajaraja 111, the successor of
Kulottunga. This Vira Narasimha seems the chief referred
to in a record of the fifteenth year of Kulottunga where he
is described as ' Prince Simha, alias Virarakshasa Y adava'
raja, the son of Yadavaraja alias Tirukkalattideva." Both
father and son gave themselves the title (hiruda) ' Vengi-
vallabha," and claimed the ' Sasikula-Chalukya' lineage.
The Venkatesapperumal temple at Tirupati contains a
number of inscriptions of this family. One of them refers
itself to the thirty-fourth year of Tribhuvana Chakravartin
Vira-Nafasimhadeva Yadavaraya. According to another of
his fortieth year the temple was rebuilt. Another chief
Tribhuvana Chakravartin Tiruvengadanatha Yadavaraya has
a record of his eighth year, and belonged in all probability
to the same family.

Geographical and Political Relations of these Chief-
tains— This analysis of Kulottunga's records indicates that
the Telugu Chola feudatories had their territory in the
north with capital at Nellore. Then south of them was
the family of Yadavarayas with capital at Kalahasti, and
claiming descent from the family of the Eastern Chalukyas.
Then there was the Ganga chief associated with Tiruvallam,
his territory lying along the Palar basin. Then came the
Sengeni chiefs connected also with Tiruvallam, and possi-
bly having their territory extending westwards to Tiru-
vaijnamalai and Senganma; up the Ghats and in the Salem
district were the chieftains of Tagadur (Dharmapuri). Be-
sides these figure two or three others prominently. The
first that is mentioned isthe Edirili Sola Sambuvarayan,
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the father of Pallavarayar at Sendamangalam and Kudal
(Cuddalore). This family is sometimes described as Kadava.
Then west and north there were the Malayaman chiefs of
Tirukkovilur and Kiliyur. Farther west and in the Attur
division of the Salem district was the chiefship of Ponpa-
rappi taking in Magadaimandalam. There seems to have
been another chiefship in thisregion under the Vanakko-
varaiyars with head-quarters at Tadavur. These were the
divisions of the empire on its northern frontier. The
political relationships between these chiefs and their con-
nection with the head-quarters is exhibited in two compacts
entered into by some of them. A record of the thirteenth
year of Kulottunga gives the details of a compact between
two neighbouring chieftains, Rajarajadevan Ponparappinar,
otherwise Kulottunga Chola Vanakkovarayan of Aragalur,
and Kiliyur Malayaman of Tirukkovilur. It was stipulated
' that in settling the extent of the country belonging to
each, the dominion lying to the south of the river Alvina-
yaru must go to the former, and the country to the north
of the same should be held by the latter; that they should
not behave inimically towards one another as long as they
live; that they should act in conjunction in serving the
king ; and that if any harm is done to one, the other must
take it as done to himself and render the necessary military
assstance by sending his chiefs, army and horse\ In
another epigraph of the thirty-fifth year a similar compact
is recorded between the Sengeni chief Ammaiyappan
AlagiyaSolan, otherwise Edirilteola Sambuvarayan on the
one hand, and three other chiefs on. the other, namely
(1) Ponparapinan Vanakkovarayan, (2) Kulottungasola
Vanakkovarayar and (3) the King's brother-in-law Kadava-
raya. The stipulation was that the three should not be
enemies but the friends of the first Sengeni chief, * neither
giving shelter to offenders against him nor setting up new
offenders’  On his side the Sengeni chief agreed to observe
3
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a smilar mode of conduct. If he did otherwise' he would
be the bearer of shoes and betd bags both to his kinsman
and to his enemies. He would also be one not born to his
father. ' The cdear statement of united service to the
emperor seams directly to negative the inference in the
Epigraphist's Reports, that the government was unsettled.
Kulottunga's power was growing sronger as he advanced
in his reign. These compacts indicate the freedom that
the feudatories enjoyed againg common enemies and
digurbers of the peace These chieftains are located on
the mog vulnerable frontier of the Empire, and the time
was such that invasons were possble.  United action would
be absolutedy necessary having regard to the available
means of communication. The very terms of the compact
gamp them as extradition treaties againg criminals and
gangs of robbers who must have been harrying the border
lands then as now. These chiefs came to an agreement
for united action in regard to these, apparently under the
countenance of the head-quarters. Other ingances of
uch action even by the people are extant in regard to
really anarchical times.

KULOTTUNGA, BUILDER OF THE SVA TEMPLE AT
TRIBHUVANAM

During a long reign of about forty years Kulottunga
I I I wasableto kegp the empire intact and carry on exten-
gve works of improvement at the same time. He was a
Saiva. Thereis a gory current at Tiruvidaimarudur in the
Tanjoredidrict that he was guilty of having put to death a
Brahman. This atrocity weighed on his mind, and the
spirit of his victim haunted him day and night. As a
measure of expiation the king vidted all the famous Saiva
drines of holy reputation. Failing everywhere ds he

' Ep. Rep., 1914, Sec. 17, p. 91.
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sought relief at Tiruvidaimarudur. As was usual when
he entered the sacred precincts, the spirit awaited his return
at the door. After fervent appeal to the God, theking
received advice to elude pursuit by escaping from the
sancturp by a manhole in the rear, and got out of the
temple by the West Gate, opposite the East by which he
entered. He rode hard till he reached a village a little
over a mile from the temple, and turned round to see
whether the ghost followed him. Much to his relief he did
not see it, and in thanksgiving for this great boon he vowed
to construct a temple to the ' God of his heart.” He
called the place Tiruppuvanam (the forest where he
turned first). Whatever the actual truth of the story, an
image of the ghost is found placed at the east entrance of
the-Tiruvidaimarudur temple, and a hole in the wall of the
sanctum is pointed out as the one by which he escaped.
Inscriptions copied in the temple at Tribhuvanam show
that the temple was consecrated to Siva, called here Kam-
pahareSvara (the God that removed the quaking due to
fear). The king is described by the names Kulottunga and
Tribhuvana Vira, and receives the title Pandyari (the enemy
of the Pandya), who conquered the ruler of Simhala and
thelord of Kerala, and killed Vira Pancjya. He performed
the anointment of heroes after capturing Madura. These
details make the builder of the Tiruppuvanam temple
identical with Kulottunga |l I I . Theinscription isindupli-
cate, and contains a record of the building works of this
great Chola in whose reign the Empire of the Cholas
retained much of its glory undiminished.

His other building works—He built the mukhamandapa
of Sabhapati at Chidambaram, the gopura of the goddess
Girindraja and the enclosing verandah of the shrine.
Having done so much it is no wonder that he is described
as an ekabhakta, the bhakta without a peer, of Siva at
Chidambaram. He built the great temple of Ekamresvara
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(at Kanchlpuram); the temple of Halahalasya at Madura;
thetempleat Madhyarjuna(TiruvidaimarudOr); thetemple
of Sri Rajarajesvara ;' the temple of Valmikesvaraat Tiru-
virQr, the big gopura and the sabha mandapa, the audience
hall, of thelast temple specifically. Lastly the king built
this Tribhuvanaviresvara, which accounts for the name of
theplacebeing Tribhuvana(Tam-Tiruppuvanam)whosebril-
liant, tall and excellent vimana (tower over the sanctum)
interrupts the sun (in his course). The temple was conse-
crated by the establishment of Siva and Parvati in the tem-
ple, the officiating priest having been his own religious
preceptor Somesvara, the son of Srikanta Sambhu. He is
known by the surname Isvara Siva. It was at the instance
of this Rajaguru (royal chaplain) that the privilege of collect-
ing a brokerage fee by the village made to a temple at
Kulikkarai in the Tanjoredistrict, in thefifth year of Kulot-
tungal | | , wasregistered on stonein his twenty-eighth year.
(No. 82 of 1911). Kulottunga was personally a devoted Saiva
and made large benefactions to the ' God of his heart.'?
His religious policy.—There seems to have been a severe
famine in the twenty-third year of.his reign, i.e. the first
year of the thirteenth century, when the distresswas so great
that a VeHalan (an upper class agriculturist) sold himself
and his two daughters for 110 kasu to the temple. Devoted
Saiva as Kulottunga was, thereis a reference in a record of
hisson to his twenty-second year (i.e. A.D. 1300), which
states, according to the Epigraphist, that 'in the twenty
second year of PerJyadevar, the elder king, there was a
general crusade against monasteries of this type (kuhai

! Theidentification of this Rajarajegvara is not quite beyond a doubt yet.
Tanjore is known by that name. e Epigraphist, Mr. Krishna Sadtri,
identifiesit with the Airavatesvara temple at Darasuram, asit is called, near
Kumbakonam. Thisssams quite likely.  If so the sculpturesin the temple
will throw a great deal of light upon Saiva history. There are im of the
sveral Adiyars and devotess of Siva each one with a label giving the name.
Sogne of these latter remain written, but yet uncarved.

Ep. Rep., 1908, Sections 64-7.
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idikalaham) when all the property of the monastery under
reference was confiscated*. The monastery under reference
isone at Tirutturaippundi where a Saiva devotee, Tiruch-
chirrambala Mudaliar, came into residence at the request of
the inhabitants of the locality, who built a monastery and
provided'for feeding strangers that might be thereon a
visit. It isnot clear from the record, as published, whether
this was due to air act of persecution by the state, or a
mer e outburst of popular fanaticism. It can hardly be the
former, asit iscalled a ' kalaham ' an outburst or a riot,
and as the devotee continued there apparently till his
death two years after. In his twenty-fourth year Kulot-<
tungal | I made agrant for the worship of the Nayanmars
(the sixty-three Saiva devotees) according to No. 506 of the
Epigraphists' collection for the year 1912. Again according
to No. 466 of the same collection they suffered a pallich-
chandam (a Jain temple) in the locality. It is not safe to
infer from this with the epigraphists, that the kuhai
idikalaham, which happened in the twenty-second year
of Periyadevar (i.e. Kulottunga I11) 'must have been
instigated by the Brahmans against the non-Brahmanical
Saiva mathas! Such a general persecution is the more
unlikely as we have reference to the prosperous existence
of four of these non-Brahman monasteries in the reign of
Rajarajal I | ,thesuccessor of Kulottungal | 1 .

His Administration.-fyn ~ other respects Kulottunga's
administration was carried on efficiently on the lines laid
down by his great ancestors. There is a reference to one
of the periodical revisions of distribution of the lands of the
village among the Saliya-nagarattar (the weaver-class) at
Tiruppalatturai.t

A piece of land purchased for laying out a road for carry-
ing in procession the image of Slrala-Pillaiyar (deified-infant

! No. 441 of Ep. Coll. for 1912.
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that was cooked and served by his devoted parents Sirut-
toncja and his wife to God Siva) from TirucharigaUangucJi
to Marugal, was made tax-free and removed from 'the
register ' by royal order.

The left-hand classes under Kulottunga HI.—Before
passing on to a consideration of the reign of Rajargjal ||,
one or two other special features of the reign of Kulottunga
I 1l require to be noted. A record of his fortieth year at
Orrattur relates to a decision that the Srutimans recorded,
after a meeting held in the hall Uttamagolan of the
Siddharatnesvara temple on behalf of the ninety-eight
sub-divisions of the ldangaiyar (left-hand classes). In
the words of the record: 'While, in order to kill the
demons that disturbed the sacrifices of the sage Kasyapa,
we were made to appear from the Agni Kuncja (the
sacrificial fire-pit) and, while we were thus protecting
the said sacrifice, Chakravartin Arindama honoured the
officiating sage-priests (rishis) by carrying them in a car and
led them to a Brahmana colony (newly founded by himself).
On this occasion we were made to take our seats on the
hind part of the car, and to carry the slippers and umbrellas
of these sages. Eventually with these Brahmana sages we
also were made to settle down in the villages of Tiruvellarai,
Pachchil, Tiruvasi, Tiruppiciavur, Orrattur and Karaikkucji
of Sennivalakkurram (all of which are places now in the
Trichinopoly district). Wereceived the clan-name Idangai,
because the sages (while they got down from their cars)
were supported by us on their left side. The ancestors of
our own sect having lost their credentials and their insignia
in jungles and bushes we were ignorant of our origin.
Having now once learnt it, we the members of the ninety-
eight subsects enter into a compact, in the fortieth year of
the king, that we shall hereafter behave like the sons of the

! No. 66 of Ep. Coll. for 1913,
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same parents, and what good or evil may befall any one of

us will be shared by all. If anything derogatory happens
to the Idangai class, we will jointly assert our rights till we
establish them. It is also understood that only those who,

during their congregational meetings to settle communal

disputes, display the birudas of horn, bugle and parasol,

shall belong to our class. Those who Have to recognize us
now and hereafter in public," must do so from our distin-

guishing symbols, the feather of the crane and the loose
hanging hair (?) The horn and the conch-shell shall also
be sounded in front of us, and the bugle blown according to
the fashion obtaining among the ldangai people. Those
who act in contravention of these rules shall be treated as
the enemies of our class. Those who behave differently
from the rules (thus) prescribed for the conduct of the.
Idangai classes shall be excommunicated and shall not be
recognized as Srutimans. They will be considered daves of

the classes who are opposed to us .'' There are a number

of other documents relating to this particular class which

go to indicate that their occupation was agriculture, perhaps
not of the peasant proprietor variety. A somewhat later

record from Aduturai ? in the Trichinopoly district relates
to an agreement arrived at among themselves between the
“right-hand ' ninety-eight subsects and ' the left-hand '

ninety-eight, of the Valudilambada Usavadi against the
Brahmana and Vellala land owners (kaniyalans) of the divi-

sion. While these documents afford evidence of the hard-

ships to which the agricultural labourers were occasionally

subjected, these also indicate clearly that these classes were
guite conscious of their rights, and were allowed the freedom

to 'jointly assert our rightstill we establish them .'

Communal Responsibility—We may note here two
other examples of communal responsibility in matters of

! Ep. Rep., 1913, p. 109, Sec. 39. 2 Ep. Coll. 34 of 1913,
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administration, and take leave of Kulottunga I 1l . The
first has reference to an unusual impost by a governor who
is described asPi} [aiyar (prince) Yadavarayar. Inthethirty-
fourth year of the king® this officer levied the tax pon-vari
upon the village Punnaivayal, otherwise Rajanarayana
Chatur-vedimangalam, apparently a Brahman establish-
ment. The tax was one-fourth maddai upon every vili of
land, but this levy failed to make the usual exemption of
uncultivated wastesin thevillage. The collection of this
impost was entrusted to a special officer. He collected the
utmost he could out of the landholders and held the village
assembly responsible for the balance. In this predicament
the. Brahman members .sold the eighty velis, constituting
the village Kujattur, to a certain Pichchan Duggai-alvan for
200 kasu. These eighty velis were assigned by the pur-
chaser to a Vishnu temple, aJain Palli, a Pidjri (village
deity) shrine, the Bhattas (Brahmans), etc., and sixty velis
made over with the permission of the king for the upkeep
of the Vyakaranamandapa in the Tiruvorriyur temple. The
whole village was later on made rent free by order of the
king. The record, as it has come down to us, is hardly
complete enough to warrant any positiye. inferences. It
would be interesting to know whether the impost was a
new levy or an old one; whether it was levied* with the
consent of the community or otherwise. It seems possible
to infer that.this uniform levy and its unusually strict
collection were intended to compel the bringing into culti-
vation of lands unnecessarily left uncultivated.

Another record of the fortieth year of. Kulottungal I |
from Tiruvafangulam in the Pudukotta State declares
certain devadana (gift to gods) lands given to the temple,
rent-free. In the course of their deliberations regarding
this question the assembly came to some other items of

1 Ep. Coll. 202 of 1912, and Ep. Rep. 1913, p. 109, Sec. 39.
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understanding among themselves. The assembled people
of Vallanadu (one of the five divisions of the present state
of Pudukotta), ' declared that thenceforward they would
afford protection* to the cultivators (kuditnakkal) residing
within the four boundaries of the sacred village of Tiruva-
rangulam and its davadana village. In the course of their
protection if any one of the assembly was found to rob,
capture the cows of, or do other- mischief to the cultivators,
the assembly agreed to assign two ma (one-twentieth of the
unit of about six acres) of wet land to the temple by way
of fine for the offence committed. Also the seftis, the
kaikkolars, dancing girls (temple-servants would be better
for devaradiyar), smiths, shepherds, and others inhabiting
this sacred village who had acquired lands wet or dry from
the assembly (nagu) were allowed to enjoy them on perma-
nent lease and pay their dues direct to the temple.' This
certainly means the placing of the charities to the temple,
and its full appurtenances, under the protection of the
particular community; but asto how far it can be held to
indicate slackening of the central authority, it would be
hazardous to venture an opinion, unless we could be certain
what exactly was the distribution of powers between the
central and the local authorities. From what we know of
this division of functions, the arrangement described in the
document cannot be held to indicate lessening of the
central authority. Such agreements seem to have been of
frequent occurrence in this part of the country.

Having gone into so much detail, we might state in
conclusion that Kulottunga handed down to his successor
Rajaraja |11 the central part of the vast empire of
the Cholas intact. The forces of disintegration were
already visible under the surface, in the sullen discontent
of the Pandyas in the south, the aggressve ambition
of the neighbouring powers in the north and the

smothered restiveness of the ambitious chieftains within.
4
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The last condition is indicated by the transfer of an
officer from the Pandya country to the Tondamandalam
(the two Arcots and Chingleput) against some traitors
(rdjadrohins).*

There were powerful rulersof the Kakatlya dynasty in
the north, and of the Hoysala dynasty in the north-west.
These latter, however, were related by blood and were as
yet within their own borders, showing no visible signs of
inclination to expansion on this side.

Rajaraja |ll.—Rajaraja | | | (with titles Rajakesari and
Parakesarivarman) ascended the throne nominally in the
year A.D. 1216, but actually perhaps two years later as we
have records of Kulottunga's fortieth year. The date of
his accession is put beyond doubt by No. 268 of 1910
which equates his twenty-sixth year with Saka 1165. The
Hoysala Vira Ballala Il died in A.D. 1220, and his son
Vira Narasimha Il's accession took place m A.D. 1218.
The enterprising Pandya ruler of the time, Maravarman
Sundara Pandya | ascended the throne of his father in
A.D. 1216. During the first few years of Rajaraja |||
everything seems to have gone on smoothly, and the
records of these years give one the impression that he
became ruler to a quiet patrimony which required no ex-
traordinary ability to maintain unimpaired. Appearances
are often, if not always, deceptive. The Pandya contem-
porary was a young aspiring ruler, and Kulottunga's treat-
ment of his predecessor was apparently rankling in his
breast. Revenge was not possible under Kulottunga
himself. Why not under his successor ? Inscriptions of
the ninth year of Maravarman Sundara Pandya | claim for
him various achievements, among them the burning of
Tanjore and Uraiyur. He brought a victorious campaign
toa close by driving the Chola out of his patrimony, and

1 Ep. Coll. 120 of 1912 and Ep. Rep. 1913, p. 110, Sec. 40.
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anointing himself in the hall at Mudikondasolapuram.
That was not all. He marched into Chidambaram and
had his anointment as a hero-victor in the great temple
there. More than this, he exhibited his magnanimity to
the fallen enemy by returning him his kingdom on terms.
This gives a clear indication where the danger to the Chola
Empirelay. There is one other particular in this Pandya
record of Maravarman Sundara Ps nineteenth year (A.D.
1225), which throws light upon contemporary history.
The two rulers of Kongu came to the Pandya for the
settlement of a dispute. He took them to Madura, gave
them apparently a satisfactory award and sent them back.
This was perhaps responsible for bringing down Vira
Narasimha |l into the Chola country for the first time.
Records of the Hoysalas show that Narasimha |Ps
intervention in the affairs of the Chola-kingdom had been
called for, and we find that this intervention took place
in the region round Srirangam between the years A.D.
1222 and 1225-6. '

Rajaraja’ s Reign. — Before proceeding to reconstruct the
story of this intervention and how it came about, it will be
just as well to pass in review some few details of recent
discovery regarding the earlier years of Rajarajal ll. A
record of his fourth year (A.D. 1220) in Muniyur states that
the earlier grants to the temple in the place .werere-
engraved on stone either because they had decayed by age
or new works were undertaken. This was a common
practice of the Chola sovereigns, and the particular instance
would indicate the prevalence of peace and order. In the
seventh year the king ratified the action of a woman who
collected subscriptions and provided an. image of the god-
dess for the ' bed-room ' (Pajliyarai) of the temple at Tiru-
mananjeri.>

! Epig. Indica, vii. p. 160/t - Ep. Coll. 28 of 1914,
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In the same year the king sanctioned the removal of
Tiruvorriyur and dependent villages from the register of
tax-paying villages. Tiruvorriyur and the villages included
in the group (devaddnamandalam) had gradually been trans-
formed into templelands (devadana). The point was raised
whether the taxes should be paid into the royal treasury or
the temple treasury. The matter had to be brought to the
notice of the king who declared that, these villages ought to
be treated as ningal (i.e. villages which ought to be removed
from the stateregister of tax-paying lands). Accordingly,
some puravuvari (taxes) which had been uncollected for a
time, viz. vetti, pudavai-mudal, tiraikkasu, asuvigal-kasu,
kudi-kasu,fee levied on uyachchars (drummers) and on looms,
inavari-kasu, kattigai-kasu, velichchinnam, vetti-kasu and
siru-padikkaval on lands growing gingelly and cotton, grain
for supervision (kankani), kurra-dandam, patti-dandam,
kartigai-kasu on oilmongers, fee on dyes and arisi-kasu on
salt-pans were collected. ' This order was issued through
theroyal officer Vlra-Narasimhadeva Yadavarayan, Gover-
nor of Pularkkottam, otherwiseVikrama-solavalanadu for m-
erly known Rajendra-solavalanadto. It looks as though
these taxes were held in abeyance because of the dispute
as to the party to whom payment had to be made; but
whether it would have made any change, if the king's order
wer e otherwise is more than can be stated from the record
as it is available to us at present.?

A record of hisfourteenth year, A.D. 1230 (at Valivalam
near Tiruvalur, Tanjore District) statesthat at the dzvaddna
village of Kulottungasolanallur the lands of certain traitors
(rajadrohins) were put up for sale by public auction
(Rajaraja-peruvilai) and were sold for 33,000 kasu.®* This

! The exact significance of saveral of the taxesisnot clear. A mere trans-
Ialzlon would beusdess even wereit possible
3 EP . Coll. 199 of 1912, s=ction 42 of Ep. Rep.-for 1913.
Ep Coll. 112 of 1911 and Rep. for 1 11, section 30.
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may be held to indicate weakening of the central authority,
the civil disorder being perhaps the result of hostile
movement by enemies of the empire.

Liketheir predecessor Kulottungal | | , Rajaraja and his
successor Rajendral | | were Saivas by conviction, and often
exhibited their personal devotion to their religious per-
suasion in many ways. Notwithstanding the attempt at
the destruction of some of the Saiva monasteries in the
twenty-second year of ' Periyadevar' Kulottunga already
adverted to, four of these non-Brahman Saiva mathas
received considerable patronage under Rajaraja and his
successor.  The Saiva teacher Isanadeva of the lineage of
the Maligaimadam at Tiruvidaimarudur near Kumbhakonam,
settled at the time at Nalur, received a gift of land from a
lady disciple who made the gift in carrying out the wishes of
her husband at his death.! The Tirugnana Sambandha-
madam on the south-side of Tiruvagattisvaram Udaiyar
temple at Muniyur in the Tanjore district is referred to in
another epigraph.? A third establishment of the kind is the
Tirumurai Tevarachchelvan Madam at Tirukkalumalam
(Shiyali) and comes in for agrant from the inhabitants of
Muniyur.® The fourth institution was the Tavapperumal
Tirumadam in thefirst circuit round the temple (Tirumadai-
valagam) of Manattul Nayanar at Valivalam again-in the
Tanjore district. This was presided over by Somanatha-
deva Mudaliar with the sacerdotal title Ediroppiladar (the
unparalleled holy one)of the lineage of Tiruch-chattimuttam.*
There are two records of Rajendra registering gifts to this
institution, according to one of which the lessees agreed to
pay all the taxes due on the lands themselves, and made
this condition also applicable ' to those who purchased the

! Ep. Coll. 49 of 1911. 2 Ep. Coll. 156 of 1911.
*ER. Coll. 158 of 19U.
4 Ep. Rep. 1909, section 53. p. 103 ; Ep. Coll. 108 and 109 of 1911.
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land from them, to those who acquired them as stridana
(woman's property), and to those who inherited them by
other means.

I nthe nineteenth year (A.D. 1235)" wefind Rajarajal | |
paying a visit to the Tiruvorriyur temple on the occasion
of the Avanittirunal (festival in August or September, each
year). He was present at the musical rendering of the
Ahamdrgam.? This is apparently the singing, to the
accompaniment of dancing, to exhibit the erotic sentiments
embodied in the devotional works of the Saiva saints.
Some of these personal acts of the king would indicate
that he had a reign of comparative peace, when he could
take himself away from the more responsible duties of his
high station. The apparent calm was but the precursor of
the storm that was gathering from the hostility of the
Pandyas on the south, the ambitions of the chief feudatories
within, and the aggressions of his neighbours in the north.
It is as against all this, and perhaps in an honest effort to
help the Chola, that the Hoysala intervention took place.

The Political Condition of the Chola Empire—The
Chola empire under Rajaraja | |1 comprised nominally at
least both the Chola and Tonda-mandalams, and extended
from the southern extremity of the Pudukotta state to
almost as far north as the northern Pennar itself. But this
empire at the time at which we have arrived was very much
like a house divided against itself. The emperor had under
him part of it round the capital, Srlrangam, Tanjore, and
Gangaikondasolapuram being perhaps under him. The
territory immediately north of it, that is the district of
South Arcot, was under one family of chieftains, the most
prominent member of which was the Pallava,’ or Kadava,

! Ep. Coll. 211 of 1912.
There was a gdas of dancing women devoted to this particular art.
They areknown as Adal- Kuttl?;ar or Padiyilar, the latter term occurring
often in inscriptions.  Silappadhikaram, v., 1. SOoommentary thereon.
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Kopperunjingadeva (Maharajasimha of the Sanskrit inscrip-
tions). The territory farther north, known generally as
Tondamandalam, but under the Chola empire as Jayan-
gonda-Solamandalam, was under the other family of chief-
tains, claiming to be of Pallava descent also, who called
themselves Sambuvarayans. In this unhappy condition,
the territory of the Cholas was alike exposed to attacks
from the south from the rising power of the Pandyas of
Madura, and in the north from the Telugu-Chola chieftains
of Nellore and the Kakatiyas beyond. Each one of these
sought opportunity for intervention, perhaps as friends of
the Chola, but the intervention usually resulted in.the appro-
priation of a part of the empire, or the creation of the
chieftaincies whose political interests made them more loyal
to the foreigner than to their own liege lord. In this con-
dition of the Chola empire, there came about the Hoysala
intervention, which was due to the family relationship
between the Cholas and the Hoysalas, and the aggressive
activity of the contemporary Pandyan ruler Maravarman
Sundara Pandya | .

Hoysala Intervention—The Hoysalas were a dynasty of
feudatories of the great Chalukya emperor Vikramaditya,
called by historians Vikramaditya V1, and, in literature
Vikramanka Deva. He was contemporary with the Chola
emperor Kulottunga I. His empire marched with that of
Kulottunga along the Krishna-Tungabhadra frontier, and
frdm their junction, in a slanting line north-eastwards till
it touched the frontiers of Orissa. Vikramaditya therefore
had for his territory proper most of the Bombay Presidency
south of the Vindhyas, the greater half of the Nizam's
Dominions and the hilly portions at any rate of the Mysore
plateau. When Vikramaditya passed away at the com-
mencement of the second quarter of the twelfth century the
empire passed into the hands of feeble successors.  When
two more rulers followed, the empire had become so weak,



32 South India -and Her Muhammadan |nvaders

and the more powerful feudatories had grown so powerful,
that a usurpation under Bijjala came in, which preserved
the empire intact for another generation. A usurpation 1s
never a stable cure for keeping the disorderly elements in an
empire permanently in hand. When the powerful usurper
Bijjala passed away, the greater feudatories on the distant
frontiers from the head-quarters were quite ready to throw
off the yoke of imperial authority. The semblance of empire
was however kept up while each frontier chieftain did his
best to make his power more real and his territory more
compact. When the last emperor passed out of existence,
the frontier chieftains openly threw off the imperial yoke
and made themselves independent. Out of this dis
membered empire, which in its days held together more
than a dozen subordinate governments, there stood out in
the last decade of the twelfth century three dynasties pos
sessing compact states, and, in touch with each other on
the frontiers warring incessantly for supremacy. The
southern block of territory which belonged to this Chalukya
empire was somewhat extended at the expense of the
Cholas since the death of Kulottunga |, and this formed the
territory of the Hoysalas, who, in the early stages of the
imperial career of- Vikramaditya, were the pillars of his
empire. The territory of the Hoysalas was separated from
that of the Yadavas of Devagiri, by the river Krishna in its
upper course, and a somewhat uncertain line beginning
from somewhere opposite to Adoni and going north along
almost the middle of the present day Nizam's Dominions,
separated the territory of the Yadavas from that of the
Kakatiyas, a new dynasty that had sprung into importance
from the ashes of the eastern Chalukyas. The southern
power of the Hoysalas it was that kept itself in touch with
the Cholas, and, when the Chola empire got into a helpless
condition under Rajarajal | | intervened effectively, and, for
atime, restored Rajaraja to his former position.
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The real founder of the Hoysala power was Bitti Deva
or Vishnu vardhana. His grandson Vira Ballala however
extended the territory permanently to the frontier of the
Krishna and incorporated within it the eastern and north-
eastern parts of Mysore. It was in the middle of his reign,
in the year A.D. 1193, when the imperial power had become
extinct, that he declared himself independent. He con-
tinued toreign till A.D. 1220, just four years after the com-
mencement of the reign of Rajaraja HI. In that year he
was succeeded by his son Narasimha or Vira Narasimha, the
second of the name in this dynasty whose reign extended down
toA.D. 1235. Inthefirstyearsof Narasimha'sreign hisinter-
vention in the affairs of the Chola empire was called for.

We have already pointed out that the last great Chola
Kulottungal | | ruled from A.D. 1178 to A.D. 1216. He
was succeeded by Rajarajal I | . The great war against the
Ceylonese took place early in the life of Kulottungal I 1.
When these foreigners were driven out of India, the civil
war continued in the Pandya country. The Cholas upheld
the claims of Kulasekhara Pandya and so long as Kulottunga
lived Kulasekhara's successful rival found it impossible to
retaliate upon the Chola. When Kulottunga died and
was succeeded by Rajaraja, the Pandyas found the oppor-
tunity. About the same year as the accesson of Rajaraja
I 1| therecameto the Pandyathrone a Maravarman Sundara
Pandya. In some of the records of his ninth year he claims
to have burnt down Tanjore and Uraiyur, probably asthe
result of a Pandya invasion from the south- It is thisin-
vasion from the south that called for the active intervention
of Hoysala Narasimha. He placed himself between the
Pandya and Chola capitals, in the region round Srirangam,
and for thetime deterred the Pandya from advancing further.
It was® possbly then that Tammusidhi advanced upon
Kanchi.*

! For details s the next lecture,
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This move diverted Narasimha's attention, and the
Pandya carried his conquests so far as to turn the Chola a
fugitive from his capital and have himself anointed at
Mudikondasolapuram, and as hero-victor at Chidambaram in
obvious retaliation of the performance of Kulottunga 111 in
Madura. These events must have taken place before the
nineteenth year of Maravarman Sundara | (A.D. 1235).

During the reign of Kulottunga a family of Tefugu
chieftains had raised themselves to importance in the region
round Nellore, which was otherwise known as Vikrama-
simhapura. They took advantage of suitable occasions
to extend their power southwards and at one time they
seem to have advanced as far as Kanchi on their own
account, and when at last they were reduced to subjection
by the Kakatlyas farther north, these latter essayed to keep
their hold upon the northern part of the Chola dominions.
In this state of affairs across the frontiers the subordinate
chiefs of the Chola empire themselves proved troublesome ;
for, about the year A.D. 1331, the chief of Sendamangalam,
Kopperunjinga, who called himself a Kadava, and also gave
himself titles like Avaniyalappirandan (he that was born to
rulethe world) attacked Rajaraja | | | and kept him prisoner.
Rajaraja was related to the Hoysala monarch, Narasimha
Il . who, on hearing the news of his captivity at Senda-
mangalam started from Dvarasamudra, seized the Magara
kingdom on his way, and marched upon Kanchi. As
there appears to have been a Yadava invasion on his
northern frontier, he sent in advance to the relief of
Rajaraja the Chola, two generals of his by name Appana
and Samudra Gopaiya. These generals carried the waj:
successfully against the Kadava chieftain to Sendamangalam
marching northwards from the region of Chidambaram.
In the course of these campaigns they killed four Ceylon
generals, among whom was Parakrama Bahu ' the king of
Ceylon' (probably a prince), compelled Kopperunjinga
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to release the Chola monarch, from Sendamangalam and
restored Rajaraja to his position in the empire. Thus
the first intervention against Maravarman Sundara | was
at least temporarily effective, as it actually saved the
empire from immediate destruction. The Pancjya menace
still continued real, and Kopperunjinga prudently allied
himself with the Pancjya against the Chola and the
Hoysala.

Narasimha was succeeded in the year 1233 by his son
Somesvara, who apparently was associated with his father
in the government of the kingdom and took an active part
in the Hoysala intervention in the South. There are very
few records of his in the south between the years five and
twenty-one of hisreign. About A.D. 1244 there seemsto
have been some disturbance in the Chola empire, apparently
a civil war between the reigning ruler Rajaraja and his
brother, who afterwards become Rajendra |1 1. Exactly
ten years after his father's intervention, the son Somesvara
found it necessary to interfere. He completely defeated
Rajendra Chola on the field of battle; but ssems to have
restored him afterwards to his position.! While therefore
Narasimha's intervention was on behalf of his relative
Rajaraja, the intervention of Vira Somesvara on the other
hand, seems to have been first against Rajendra, and
ostensibly in favour of Rajarajal | | , ending ultimately in
favour of Rajendra himself. Rajendra’sinscriptions exhibit
him as a hostile rod of death to the Kannadiga king, the
" hero anklets ' of whose feet were put on by the hands of
Vira Somesvara?® The explanation of these apparently
contradictory statements seems to be that Somesvara's inter-
vention was first in favour of Rajaraja, and either because
of his death, or something ese that happened, he entered
into a treaty with his successor Rajendra. Thereafter

LEp. Car. v. Ak. 123,
2No. 64 of 1892 and No. 420 of 1911. Also sec. 32 Ep. Rep. for 1912
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Somesvara did hot leave the country of the Cholas, but
established himsdf there with a capital built by himsdf at
Kanncenar about five miles north of Srirangam, where he
appears to have resded till his death about A.D. 1262,
except for a short period in A.D. 1252 when he wasin
Dvarasamudra. Both Narasmhathe father and Somesvara
the son assumed the title ' Chola-Rajya-Pratishtapana-
ch&rya,' meaning thereby that both of them established the
Chola in his position.

HOYSALA OCCUPATION OF K AN NAN OR AGAINST
THE PANDYA

In the course of these wars, Kopperunjinga, the chieftain
of Sendamangalam, was apparently in active alliance
with the Pangyas, and therefore Pandya intervention was
regarded as imminent. The conquest of the Magaras in
the north by the Hoysala, and the absence of mention of
the Sambuvaraya chieftain go to show that the northern
frontier was left to their charge and looked after by them.
Thus for the time being we find the Hoysalas established
firmly in the Chola country, though at the same time we find
Rajendral | | ruling asthe Chola sovereign. The establish-
ment of the Hoysala near Srirangam seams definitely to
have been intended againg therising power of the Pandyas,
(whose history we shall study in the next lecture), and to
prevent their junction with their active ally Kopperunjinga
at Sendamangalam.

Rajendra Cholalll.—Aboutthe year A.D. 1243 there
aroxin the tamily of the Choias a new aspirant to the
Chola thronewith thetitle Rajendra Chola; thethird of the
desgnation. Heclaimsin a record of his seventh year at
Srirangam tobe ' thevery Rama (in destroying) the north-
em Lanka which was renowned to be the abode of Vira
Rakshasas (great-heroes), the devator of the raceof Manu,
the terror of his enemies in the battlefield, the chagtiser of



Kannanur the Hoysala capital of the south ; the Bhojasvara Teraple
(cor of Hoysalesvara Temple)
(by permission of the Madras Archaeological Department)
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those who despisad the Chola family, the cunning hero who
killed Rajaraja after making him wear the double crown for
three years, the subduer of the Pandyas and the Cheras,
the plunderer of the Pandya country, (the hero) whose
sword was clever in cutting off the crowned head of the
Pandya king, he who placed his feet on the jewelled crown
of the Pangjya, who was death itsdf to the Karnata king,,
who drowned the figure of the Kali Agein the ocean, and
on whose leg Vira Somesvara,' the wrestler of hill forts (the
capturer of hill forts is better for giridurga-malla) placed
(with his own hands) the anklet of heroes He also lays
claim in another record where he styles himsdf MahS_rga
dhiraja Tirubhuvana Chakravartin Rajendra Choladeva,
" who took the crowned heads of two Pangya kings, and was
entitled Konerimaikondan, to have made a gift to the temple
of Tiruchirrambalam Udaiyar in the village of Nenpakam
(modern Lepaka) in Pottappi Nadu, a sub-divison of
Rajendragoia-Mandalam.® The recital of his desds con-
tained in the above extracts makes his postion clear. He
was a diginguished member of the Chola family (race of
Manu). Hisconques of the Vira Rakshasas does not from
their location, refer to any conquest of Qpylon. It ssams
clearly to refer to the northern portion of the Chola domi-
nions extending northwards into the territory of the
Kakatlyas. The' northern Lanka ' here ssams to be a
variant of theold Tamil Mavilangai territory which at the
timeof Rajendral | | was under the Sambuvarayans, and
further north of them the Telugu-Cholas of Nellore, who
were feudatories of the Kakatlyas. The regning chief of
Nellore, contemporary with Rajendra was Manmasddha,
the patron of the Telugu poet Tikkana-Somayaji, the author
of the Telugu Bharatam and Nirvachanottarardmdyavam.
Thelatter work statesof Manmasiddha that hewasturned out

'Ep. Rep. 1912, s=. 32.
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of hiskingdom by his cousins, but wasrestored by the Kaka-
tiya king, Gaoapati, through the poet's intervention.! He
callshimself theally of Rajendra Cholal | | ,andtheexistence
of the latter's records so far out as Cuddapah confirms this.
It islikely that in the northern exploits of Rajendral | | he
got into alliance with the Nellore chief. The next following
statement that heallowed Rajarajato wear the double crown
for three years and killed him afterwards is clearly a refer-
ence to his having helped Rajaraja to regain a considerable
portion of histerritory from the rebel chieftains within, the
Pandya without, and it may be even Vira Somesvara in
alliance with the latter. That seems the condition reflected
in the next following statement that Vira Somesvara was at
first hostile to him and then submitted to the Chola, accord-
ing to the Chola records, whereas apparently the same
incident is referred to in Hoysala records that Vira Somes-
vara ' uprooted ' Rajendra Chola in battle and reinstated
him when he begged for protection. Thus then it is clear
that during the last three years of the reign of Rajarajal | |
there was a civil war between Rajarajal | | and Rajendra
I'11, in which the Sambuvarayans on the one side, the
Pallava Kopperunjinga on the other within the Chola domi-
nions, the Telugu-Chola Tikka, the father of Manmasiddha
and later, Kakatlya Ganapati from the north, and Mara-
varman Sundara |, and later his successor Sundara | | , and
Vira Somesvara from the southern side, played each one his
part and succeeded ultimately in crippling the power of the
Cholas. Rajendralll'sinitial datefallsin A.D. 1246, and
he continued to rule for at least twenty-one years. He
gave himself the title Manukulameduttaperumal (the king
who raised the fame of the family of Manu, the ancient
Chola) apparently in consequence of his efforts to maintain
the power and prestige of the imperial Chola family.’

1 Ep.Hep. 1908, =¢. 75. % Ep. Rep. 1911, p. 33, % 75.
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Divisions in the Chola Kingdom.—At the stage at which
we have now arrived, we find the kingdom of the Cholas
proper divided into three parts with a variety of political
interests. The first is the territory extending south-wards
from Chidambaram and the Vellar to well into the interior
of the present day district of Ramnad. This still continued
to be nominally under the Cholas, constantly struggling
to keep out the Pandya with the assistance of the Hoysala.
The capital was still at Gangaikondagolapuram, and
the northern frontier seems to have extended along the
Udaiyarpalayam road to Kannanur, north of Srirangam,
which was the head-quarters of the Hoysala Somesvara.
This last ruler was still in occupation of Kannanur. The
Chola for the time being was Rajendra | | | , after the
death of Rajarajal | | ,but Rajendra'sterritorytobegin with
seems to have lain farther north in the Chola country, and
beyond that, into the territory of the Telugu-Chodas of
Nellore. He was the successful rival for the Chola throne
and was in occupation of it about the year A.D. 1250.

The sedond was the territory nominally included in the
Chola kingdom, but just outside of its boundary. It com-
prised the South Arcot district and was in the occupation of
a family of Pallava chieftains of whom at the time Kopperun-
jinga was the actual representative. He assumed titles such
as  Sakalalokaehakravarti and Avaniyalappiranddn, which
indicate great power. He seems to have been a constant
source of trouble to the Cholas, and to have allied himself
with their enemies as occasion offered. On one occasion
he was in alliance with Somesvara, but the latter was
generally in alliance with Rajarajal | | , to savewhom from
imprisonment by Kopperunjinga he actually came into the
Chola country. We find this Pallava chieftain in alliance
with the Pandya ruler for the. time being, Maravarman
Sundara Pandya |1, and later even with Jatavarman
Sundaral .
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The third was the territory to the north embracing
within it North Arcot and Chingleput, with an extension
perhaps even into the farther north. This was the territory
which probably was the actual sphere of Rajendra
I'11, but in which we find both Rajendra ||| and the
Sambuvarayans at considerable conflict of interests.  About
the time that the Hoysalas intervened on behalf of the
Cholas, the Telugu chieftain Tikka of Nellore entered the
Chola country from the north, ostensibly in the interests of
the Cholas, and apparently against the Pandyas and the
Pallava chieftain of South Arcot. But having come, he
showed no more inclination to retire to his territory than
his contemporary, the Hoysala monarch. Rajendra |1 |
"therefore had first of all to struggle against the Sambu-
varayans, during which struggle he obtained assistance
from Tikka, but later on he had to war against Tikka and
his son Manmasiddha, and carry the war into their own
territory into the districts of Nellore and Cuddapah. In
this enterprise Rajendra was on the whole successful. It
was this success that ultimately paved his way to the Chola
throne, and that is perhaps what is meant when his inscrip-
tions state that he helped the Chola Rajarajal | | to wear
the double crown, and killed him at last. What exactly
were the actual circumstances that led to the killing, we
are not able to se. It is probable that Rajaraja's sub-
serviency to the Hoysala was objectionable to Rajendra | | |,
and finding it impossible to persuade him into a more
vigorous policy he managed to get rid of him and ascend
the throne in his stead. This act of his naturally put him
at once into hostility with Somesvara. Rajendra's records
claim that he 'defeated Somesvara, and compelled him to-
put the anklet of heroes on the Chola's feet. On the other
hand, the records of the Hoysala Claim that Somesvara
defeated Rajendra and bestowed upon him the Chola
kingdom when he submitted. These apparently contradic-
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tory versions mean the same ultimately, that Rajendra | | |
and Somesvara, the Hoysala, first of all fought against each
other and afterwards came to an understanding between
themselves. The cause of his unexpected peace perhaps
was the advance of Maravarman Sundara Pandya |l
through the Chola territory in the Pudukotta State on
which about this time the Pandya had established his hold,
and the likelihood of his proceeding further north in alliance
with the Pallava chieftain Kopperunjiriga of Sendamanga-
lam. We must now go back to consider the position of the
Pandyas to whom we have had to make so many references
in the course of our study of the history of the Cholas.

SPECIAL NOTE
THE DATE OF THE CEYLON INVASION

According to the Mahavamsa Parakramabahu the Great
ascended thethronein A.D. 1164 (Wijesimha'slist). Thislist
makes a correction by subtracting €even years on the authority
of the Polonnorua Inscription which gives his date of accesson
asA.B. 1743 with the equivalent Christian date August 23, A.D.
1200. Subtracting from this the total of forty-seven years
for the reigns from Parakrama to Lilavati, the immediate
predecessors of Sahasamalla, Parakramabahu's accesson would
fall in A.D. 1153. Thisdate for the accesson of Parakrama s
in accordance with the dates ascribed to that event both in the
Rajaratnakari (Upham. ii. 86), and the Nikayasangraha (Epi.
Zey. i, p. 123). So Parakrama's accesson took place in
AD. 1153.

According to the Mahavamsa Parakrama had ruled for
sixteen years, before he thought of sending an expedition to
Ramanna (Pegu) against its king Arimardhana. Thisinvason
proved a protracted affair and when at last news of its ultimate
succsssreached Parakrama. Parakrama Pamjya'sappeal for help
reached him also. He made arrangements and fitted out a large

expedition. We may not be far wrong if we assume that the
6
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expedition set forward in the year 20 of Parakramabahu,i.e.
that Lankapura started in A.D. 1173, it may bealittle earlier.

The date of accesson of Rajadhiraja Il according to the late
Dr.Kielhornis March A.D. 1163 on the bads of his examination
of astronomical details in five of hisrecords. According to the
same authority the date of accesson of Rajaraja Il is A.D.
1146. (Epi. Indica, ix. 219). The Ekambranatha temple
inscription (No. 7 of 1893) of Rajadhiraja |l statesthat his
eighth year was fifteen years from the nineteenth year of
Rajarijall (S. Indica Ins. iii. 207). This will give the latter
areign of twenty-six years at least, and the accession of his
uccessr must have taken place in his twenty-sixth year, i'e in
the year A.D. 1172 (initial year 1146 + regnal year 26). Asa
matter of fact there isa record of his twenty-seventh year, and
this notwithstanding, the date of accession of Rajadhiraja must
now be accepted as the year A.D. 1171-2., (Ep. Rep. 1904,
Sec. 21).

TheArpakkamgrant of his fifth year (Ep. Rep., 1899, pp. 8-9)
and the Tiruvalangadu inscription of his twelfth year (465 of
1905) refer to thisinvason in some detail. The former of these
two refer to the war as of almost contemporary occurrence,
describing in particular the circumstances that brought about the
Chola intervention in the war. Hence the lower and the upper
limits of thewar have to be A.D. 1175 and A.D. 1171, respec-
tively.

Thelower limit of A.D. 1167 as actually fixed by Dr. Hultzsch
inJ.R.A.S., 1913, p. 519 and quoted by thelate Dr. Vincent Smith
in his Oxford History of India will have to be given up. The
doubts that are discernible in Ep. Rep. 1910, Sec. 28 and 1913
Sec. 37, obvioudly on the assumption of A.D. 1163, Kielhorn's
initial date for Rajadhiraja | |, seem inconsstent with Ep.
Rep. 1904, Sec. 21.



LECTURE 11

SOUTH INDIA IN THE THIRTEENTH CENTURY

The Revival of Pandyan Greatness—We have already
stated in the previous lecture that the power of the Pangyas
auffered consderable eclipse in the civil war which brought
on the intervention of both the king of Ceylon and the
reigning Chola Rajadhiraja Il find his heir-apparent, who
became after him Kulottungal I | . It is clear that the
postion of the Ceylonese as the arbiters of the dedtinies
of the Pandya kingdom was made impossble by the active
intervention of the Chola prince Kulottunga and the Chola
feudatory Pallavarayar. The campaign was continued so
successfully by these latter that in the eeventh year of
his reign, Rajadhiraja called himsdf conqueror of Ilam and
Madura. It ssems to be that the war continued into the
reign of Kulottungal I I , as inscriptionsof Kulottungal | |
describe him as ' having taken Madurai (Madura) Ilam
(Ceylon), Karuvur (Karur) and the crowned head of the
Pandya ' and being pleased ' to perform the anointment of
heroes and the anointment of victors at Madura.' " This
achievement was regarded as of such consequence that a
grant of tax was made to a temple in the Pudukotta State
for the merit of the king during his stay at Madura,  and
memory of this ssams to be presrved in the name of the
South-Western parts of Pudukotta, Kadaladayadilangai
konda Vajanadu (the divison of him that took Ceylon
without building a dam across the sea). This divison was

1 Ep.Rep. for 1915, Sec. 27. 2 Ep.  Coll. No. 339 of 1914,
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otherwise known Virudarajabhayankaravalanadu. Kulot-
tunga 111's achievement therefore amounts to a reassertion
of the authority of the Cholas over the Pandya country.
All the same during the period of his reign there were a
number of Pangyas ruling smultaneoudy, among whom at
leat one name gands prominent; that of Jatavarman
Kulaskhara |, whose reign extended from A.D. 1190 to
A.D. 1216, the lagt year of Kulottungal I | himsdf. Itis
just possble that this Kulaiekhara was the son of Vikrama
and grandson of the Kulasekhara whose cause the Cholas
supported in the war of succession.

Maravarman Sundara Pdndya |.—The succeeding
Pandyan, Maravarman Sundara Pandya, whose reign began
in 1216 and continued to 1239, and his successor Maravar -
man Sundara Pandya | | , whose reign commenced in A.D.
1238 and lasted on to AD. 1255, take up the period of rule
of Kulottunga Il1's successors Rajaraja | |1 | and Rajendra
['I'l and of the lifetime of the Hoysala Vlra Somesvara
who ruled from Kannanur, near Srirangam, the whole of
the Hoysala empire! During this period, the Pandyas
"recovered milch of their los power and prestige. Mara-
varman Sundara | ssems to have carried on a successul
invason of the Chola territory capturing the country round
Tanjore and Uraiyur. He claims to have defeated the
Cholas taken their country and made 'a present of it'
again. He then procesded to Chidambaram, and after
wor shipping God Nataraja there, performed the anointment
of heroes at Mudikondasolapuram. ? So much is clearly
dated in an inscription from Tirukkolur in the Tinnevelly

! Kidhorn's list of Pandya kings. Ep. Indica, ix. pp. 226-8.

2 Ep. Rep. for 1915, Sec’ 32, This Mudikondasolapuram ssems apparently
another name for Gangaikondasolapuram, as Mudikonda and Gangaikonda
are titles of Rajendra |; Ep. Rep. s 24 of 1910 and 200 of 1912.
Rajendra | isued the orders conveyed in the Tiruvalangadu plates from
his palace at Mudigoadaso.lapuram. This fact may be held to be conclusive
in regard to the identity.
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South-east view of bastion Siva temple, Gangaikondasolapuram
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district where this Sundara Pandya is said to have lowered
"the tiger and the bow flag', burnt down Tanjore and
Uraiyur and having turned out the Cholainto the forest,,
anointed himself in the 'thousand-pillared hall', of the
Cholas. He then proceeded further north putting an end
to the other kings, till he reached Chidambaram, when the
Chok came with his wives and children begging for his
protection.  On his submission, the Pandya bestowed upon
the Chola his crown. Then there came to him the ruler
of the north and south Kongus with whom he returned to
Madura. He settled the boundary dispute between them
and sent them back contented. The ungrateful Chola now
undertook an invasion against the Pandya. Defeating the
army of the Cholas and killing their chief, he again per-
formed the anointment of heroes at Mudikondasolapuram.
This is a free translation of the preamble of the inscription
of the year 20 of Maravarma Sundara Pandya' published
in the Sen-Tamil, volume xii, pages 346 to 350. This date
would correspond to the year A.D. 1236-37.

This claim iswell attested by the existence of his inscrip-
tions in the Trichinopoly and the Tanjore districts and in
the Pudukotta State, in addition to Madura and Tinne-
velly. He also assumed the title Sonadu-Valangiyaruliya
(who was graciously pleased to present the Chola country).

Mdravarman Sutidara Pandya 1l.—His successor of the
name who ruled from A.D. 1238 to 1255 does not appear to
have done much. There are a few records of his how-
ever, which give us an interesting insight into the political
condition of the Chola country. A record of his fourteenth
year refers to the construction of a temple by a person
called Tirupullani -Dasar at Kilachevval ? for which the
required land was given by a lady Pammiyakkan. The

! Ep. Rep. for 1912, 520 of App. B, Sec. 32 of Rep. See appendix below
for the record and its translation.
.“ Ep. Rep. for 1912, Sec. 34 ; asoNos. 522-5 of 1911.
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name sounds Kanarese, and the lady that bore the name
may have been a member of the Hoysala family, which had
entered into marriage relations with the Cholas and the
Pandyas. One of the queens of Vira Ballala Il went by
the name Chola Mahadevi as was already stated. It seems
likely that Rajaraja had married either a sister or a daughter
of Bajlaja’'s son Narasimha who first intervened in the
affairs of the Chola country. Hoysala Somesvara isreferred
toin arecord of Maravarman Sundara Pandya as Mamidi,
meaning uncle. ' At the request of thisuncle, Maravarman
Sundara made a grant of the village to a Brahman, and
called the village Vira Somi Chatur-vedimangalam after
the name of the uncle. This fact is found recorded in a
grant of the eleventh year of Sundara Pandya, which would
correspond to A.D. 1250. Apart from these references we
find a general of the Hoysala king by name Appana Dancja-
nSyaka settling disputes at Tirumeyyam in the Pudukotta
State,®> a clear indication of the grip that Vira Somesvara
had over the Chola country proper extending down to the
frontier of the Pandyas.

Jatavarman Sundara Pandya /.— 1t was in this state of
political affairs in the Chola kingdom that there came to
the Pandya throne a ruler, apparently one among a number,
3, 4, or 5, according to the particular period under reference,
who claims to have reduced the whole of the Chola Empire
to subjection under him ; and this was Jatavarman Sundara
Pandya, whose accession is dated in the year A.D. 1251, and
whose rule perhaps lasted on to his twenty-third or twenty-
fourth regnal year. He assumed the title ' who took all
countries .' There are numbers of his records all through
the Chola country up to Nellore,® which clearly indicate the
extension of his authority all .through this region. His

1 No. 156 of 1894 at Murappu-Nadu (Tinncvelly District); also Ep.
Rp. 1912. Sec. 34.

2 No. 387 of 1906. Ep. Rep., Sec. 47 of 1901 and Sec. 26 of 1907.

3 Ep. Rep. of 1911, Sec. 40.
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west of thisthe Kongu country. It was then that he re-
ceived tribute in jewels and eephants sent by the ruler of
Ceylon, Apparently Vira Pandya his co-regent, who claims
the conquest of Ceylon, sent from the king the tribute
Without accepting the tribute sent by the Pallava Chief,
Sundara Pandya marched upon Sendamangalam the citadel
of Kopperunjinga (Katakadurgam of the Sanskrit records)
and laid degeto it. He took the fortress and bestowed
it again upon the Pallava.’® He then visited Chidambaram
where he paid his worship at the shrine of Nataraja,
covered the roofing with gold and anointed himself ruler
of the Pandya and Chola kingdoms, after performing
a tulahhara ceromony (weighment, againg gold and
pearly.?

Then he went to Srirangam and after making some of
his benefactions had himsdf crowned in the temple with
the crown Nagarodaya,* He then marched further north ;
turned the Banas into the forests and came into occupation

1 Appendiz quoted above, 11. 42-44.

Qarirs g wEPUE GERIm Carl oL Bim

Qurire wysﬂa'n Qg iy @ Lo— Lokrem &iLsF St

@pan wiwgydrads sbsrsesrdr Savaugs
Epdgnafii Seom.
Chidambaram Ins. East Gate, south side. Sen Tamil, iv. 493,

¥ Ibid. 11. 50-55.
3 Ibid. II. 55-65; alwo

aangd 8iryfoasr Smpitariy setan sbhal

Aawis Quiliis atgord Cadramasy plrasicdr s

wared Sy o QogQerplemes s s QEn s

sensf gty iof gh gacfun) sessate,

Sen Tamil, iv. 491.
Rajasuryassamar uhyattuliih kanaka mauktikaih. Ibid. 495. Ins. at
Chidambaram.

* The Tamil Prasadi in the appendix ; 11. 78-80. The record ispro
bably in the templeat Srirangam.
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Tulabhara Ceremony, sculptural representation, Mahrimakham Tank. Kurabakonam
(by permission of the Archaeological Department, Madras)
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of Kanchi having killed Gandagopala in battle® When his
brothers threw themselves upon his mercy, he restored the
kingdom to them. He then continued his advance appa-
rently inflicting a terrible defeat upon the Telungas and
their alliesthe Ariyas at Mudugur, and drove them up to
the Peraru (Krishna).? It isin this state of his campaign
that he is described as a tiger to the antelope, Ganapati, a
kutapakala fever to the elephant Kataka, the dayer of
Gandagopala, etc. The reference to the Ariyas ssems to be
to the Yadavas of Devagiri. |f the Rama Mahlpati®in one
of the Srirangam epigraphs could be held to refer to Rama
chandra or Ramadeva, the Ariyas would undoubtedly be
the Maharattas. Such an inference ssems warranted as
the Ariyas are referred to in close association with the
Hoysalas in all the three references to them we have* The
only other possibility seems to be that this Rama Mahlpati
was the Chera ruler who was put to death for treacherous
conduct as an ally. The Kakatlya king Ganapati, must
have died some time before this if the order adopted above

lard@ue Qe égdips abgrunasy welr arwodn
S avarapd sl Carumraaar o b ayw i
cuns@ur Sarareuesh plVufk Curdodiyrs guﬁ
ard Sy arisms Ll pasap ora o,
€hid, Ins. East Gate, sonth side, vii. 3. Sen Tamil, iv. 493,
1 Ep. Rep. 1914, sec, 18
3 See note on p. 63 ; also,
#Qron Aew.ise dfiss dws srepeons
eacrpl d i Graps 2B pEQEFIad QeQoitE
Aerpp Gubumor Busseo® L ssallc
Qe ragyltern Quma T Sme SorgbLs STt Seasd i,
Chidambaram East Gate, north sde. Sen Tamil, iv. 491.
* A certain dass of local chiefs in Pudukotta and the neighbourhood called

themsdves Araiyars. It does not seam likdly these are under reference,
here as the Tamil word usad in the verseis' Ariyam.'

7
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is correct (on this point se the Tirupputtkuli' Ins)
though there is the possbility that the Hoysala Somesvara
was killed in a campaign on Sundara Pandya's return
journey, a contingency which ssams very highly probable
as the Hoysala monarch is definitely stated to have fled
when Kannanur fell, and Sundara held it unwarliketo press
on a flying enemy and fight with him again. The Kataka
apparently has nothing to do with Katak in Orissa as a
record of Sundara's coregent Bhuvanekavira Vikrama
Pandya states explicitly that he did not go upon his cam-
paign farther north, as he ceased to be angry because of
the two fishes, the eyes of Ganapati, and snce he heard
that the ruler there was a woman.” This is decisively
againg any assumption of his war having reached farther
north than the Krishna.

1JitvaKorajamudgamayya M agadan nirj i\t/y_a Lankadipa(m)'s
Chitva, Kshemiraudasya Hoysalapatim Vidravya Cholesvaram,
Bhanktva K atakadar gam Andranrpatim hatvugcl_rudasm_am, ]
Kanchyam Sundara Pandya bhubhrdasisha (t) Virabhishikto mahim.
Tirupputkuli Ep. Sen-Tamil iv. 513.

2 Chidambaram ix. Sen Tamil, iv. 493-94.
LSS QUITEL Li| & JEES L
awgisrord A@QanDH ST Qiedrrem Ui
apugrbned Guwriidsoeds CorPapss Rraxl
sugrsds G guom Camgpellardu: srrawt.
Qabselw wrorie o&Sgo urdapulear
Queklll e Peneulp CLrarCp—cibSay s ircr
GCuedwCewsigy deaw_ Cumiorter Cflarurgpd
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Similar sentiments are ascribed to the Yadava King, Mahid&va. Bom.
Gasetteer, |.ii.246.

Yagtasyaiva rane jaharakarinastat pancha Sabdadikam

Yastatygja vadhuvadba dulgaratasta.d bhubhujam Rudramdm.

) ) rasasti, i. 52. )
Ayam ssu stri daranagatanam hanta Mahadeva nrponaj atu
| ttam vinischitya tatozt bhltPaJr AQdﬂalh purandhrf nihitanrpatve.
ras. 1. 14.

HemadriV Intrd. to Vrata Khanda. Bhandarkar's Dekhan. Bom.

Gazetteer. 1. ii. 27374,
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In regard to the dating of the campaign, it began appa-
rently soon after Sundara's accession in A.D. 1251. The
march from the frontiers of Travancore'to the banks of the
Krishnawith all the campaigning might well have occupied
ten years. When he came to the northern end of his
progress the Kakatlya Ganapati had died and his daughter
had just come to thethronein A.D. 1260. After a corona-
tion at Nellore, he set forward upon his return march, and
reached Karmanur and Srlrangam in the next two years
or so. There was probably another war in which the
Hoysala Somesvara fell, and Sundara entered Srlrangam
and made his great donations to the temple. A record' of
his fourteenth year (A.D. 1264-65) which he issued from
Kannanur gives us the limit of date for his campaigns. The
Ranganatha inscription of Sundara Pandya published by
Dr. Hultzsch in Vol. I I'| of the Bpigraphia Indiea gives in
minute detail all his benefactions to the temple, and hints
broadly for the first time of the death of the Hoysala
Somesvara. This death is referred to as a recent event in
the first verse of the inscription. ' Having caused to long
for the other world (to set or die) the moon of the Karnata
(country) .2

The account of his benefactions to this temple which
we find recorded in the Tamil work called Koyiloluhu
seems apparently to be based upon the inscriptions, but
adds a few more details. It is hardly necessary to give in
detail all the repairs he made, or new structures and exten-
sions that he constructed, which took on the character of
extensions of colonnades and halls, providing connecting
passages roofed over, and paving the circuits round the
main temple. He seems to have added vastly to the

L Ep. Coll. 702 of 1904.

2 Yenasau Karunamaniyata dagam Srirangapadmakarah, Kritva tam
bhuvanantara pranayinam Karnata doshakaram.

Secalso Ep. Rep., sec; 47 of 1911.
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thousand-pillared hall, and another hall, in the sameyard.
It was also he that constructed the various buildings, the
Ydgasala (building for the celebration of Vedic sacrifices)
and those adjoining. But what is of some interest here is
that these and various other things such as cars, gold and
jewel fittings for the car, jewels of various kinds for the
God and Goddess, all these amounted to eighteen lacs of
pieces of gold of the current coin. Thisvast amount he
st apart for these various purposes by a peculiar kind of
tulabhara (weighment against gold). He got two boats of
the same size and weight constructed, and had them afloat
on theriver in the bathing ghat which goes by the name
Makha (the asterism in the full moon o* February-March
of each year under which a festival takes place). He
probably connected them both, and on. one of them placed
an elephant seven cubits, ' of the carpenter'syard' high,
and himself mounted on it in full panoply of war with all
his warlike accoutrement; and on the other put in an equal
wejght of gold and pearls and gems of all sorts so mixed as
to rise to the same height.® He then made it over to the
temple for these miscelaneous items of expenditure. This
magnificent gift had to lie over for two years as the temple
authorities, in the name of God, would not accept it for.
some reason.  Ultimately they were persuaded to accept it.
His difficulties did not come to an end there. After making
all the vast repairs and new constructions he cherished the
ambition, natural to persons of the kind in such circum-
stances, of placing a statue of his and apparently that of
his queen Cherakulavalli in some prominent place in the
temple. These again the temple authorities would not
have, perhaps on the ground that no statue of a human
personality, however high, should defile the precincts of the

! The dephant feature at any rate is mentioned in the inscription on the
pillarsin theM ah a man t a pa’ Mukutachayair vijitya Yadu-Keraja-Chola
nripamstaduphrtaih bhalat dviradhirudhatulabharitaih Sen Tamil, iv. 512.
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holy temple. The great Pandya had to content himself
with merely making two statues in the form of a god and
goddess, but bearing the respective names ' Ponveynda
Perumal' or ' Hemachadanaraja', the great one that
covered the roof with gold, and ' Cherakulavalli ', as also a
large sized statue of Garuda the Brahmani kite, ' the chief
vehicle' (vahana) of Vishnu. These are yet shown in the
temple. His munificence However, in spite of the want of a
statue of his, is yet green in the memory of people, and the
name of Sundara Pandya is familiar to those that know any-
thing of the temple. His name is handed down in various
forms on coins of his; ' Emmandalamumgondaruliya' (the
conqueror of all kingdoms), 'Ellamtalaiyanan (he that is first
of all), being some. It is apparently this Sundara Pandya
that enjoyed the specia distinction of Valalvalitirandan
the that opened the way by the sword).>? He is also given
the title Kodandarama, on some of his coins and inscriptions.

Jatavarman Sundara’ s Co-regents—Along with this
great ruler, we have records of at least two others, it is
possible that there were three, who ruled simultaneously.
One of them went by the name Vikrama Pandya? and the

Vibaoranfld QeanCagn i suabe Quanns s
@polwncr IDGOTGHE & HEILITEHG wodt (@ypionmesh
Wratnaw uaen i CarpdQsisy sl
e}’ﬁeﬁ”éﬂ e Dl ad e T s R e cama b e
Chid : Ins. Sen Tamil, p. 492.

2 Chidambaram Ins. ix. Sen Tamil iv. 493. See also Sec. 20 Ep. Rep. for
1914. The first of these Tarn. Inss. states that the Podiyil, Hill, the streams
flowing down which send out sprays against the rising sun, isthe hill of
Vikrama Pandya, conqueror of Venadu. Thisis misunderstood as implying
a victory at Podiyil Hill for the Pandya in the Epigraphist's Report. The
error isrepeated in Mr. V. Rangachari's index. (Sec. 157 of South Arcot);
the verse runs:
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other Vira Pandya; both of them alike lay claim to con-
guests against the samev enemies as Jatavarman Sundara
Pandiya I. A record of Vira Pandya (ace. A.D. 1253) states
clearly that he ' took | lam (Ceylon), Kongu, and the Sola-
mandalam (the Chola country), and, having conquered the
powerful Chola king, was pleased to perform the anointment
of heroesand victorsat Perumbarrappuliyur (Chidambaram).
He must have come after Maravarman Sundra Pandya |l |,
as one of hisgrantsrefersto Murappunadu as Vikrama Sdmi
Chaturvedimangalam, which received this name under
Maravarman Sundaral | .* Thiscircumstancewould indicate
that in all probability they were not separate rulers, but
lieutenants of the empire, who took an active part in the
achievements of the chief ruler for the time being.® Heis
said to have instituted a Sundara Pandyan Sandi (an
offering of food) in 197 of the Epigraphist's collection for
1906. This same record of the fifteenth year of Vira
Pandya mentions Kopperunjinga. These references would
only confirm theconclusion. The actual number of Pandyas
that held sway at a particular time, the relations between
them, and in fact the history of the Pandyas generally of
this period require to be worked up a great deal more,
before it is possble to arrive at any definite conclusion
regarding these matters. There are two more Pandyas
that come in, Jatavarman Sundara Pandya Il and another
one of the same name, whose reign began somewhat later.?
Whether these were successors of the two others or whether
they were additional rulers, it is not possible to say at
present. So much, however, is clear that in this periocL
extending from about A.D. 1250 to 1275, there were as many
as four Pandya rulers, it may even possibly be five.
Maravarman  Kulasekhara—The next great Pandya
whose history is of sufficient importance to be dealt with

LBy Coll. 435 of 1906 ’ Ep. Rp., Sec. 37of 1912
SEp. Rep. 1912, Sec. 36 Ep. Rep. 1913, Sec. 45.
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is the last great one among them called Maravarman
Kulasekhara |, whose accession took place in A.D. 1268
according to the late Professor Kielhorn, and of whose
forty-fourth year' we have a record or two. His reign
therefore would extend from A.D. 1268 to 1311 almost.
This long reign was one of comparative peace and uniform
prosperity, if the statements of Marco Polo and the Muham-
madan historians are to be given full credit. Thisruler is
apparently the ' Khales Dewar' of the Muhammadan
historians, and the' Asciar ' or ' Ashar ' of Marco Polo. Of
Khales Dewar, Wassaf says that he' had ruled for forty
years in prosperity and had accumulated in the treasury
of Shahr-Mandi 2 1200 croresin gold. In his days, Kayal
a port of the Pandya country was in a very prosperous con-
dition, and Marco Polo says of him that he was * the eldest
of the five brother kings' Of Kayal he says: ' it is at this
city that all the ships touch that come from the west, as
from Hormos® and from Kis* and from Aden, and all
Arabia, laden with horses and with other things for sale.
And this brings a great concourse of people from the
country round about, and so there is great business done in
this city of Cail.'®> Reverting to his account of the king
he continues ' the king possesses vast treasures, and wears
upon his person great store of rich jewel. He maintains
great state and administers his kingdom with great equity,
and extends great favour to merchants and foreigners, so
that they were very glad to visit his city.' According to a
grant of this Kulasekhara he is described as in residence at
his palace located 'in a grove south of the town of

! No. 100 of 1916. Ep. Rep. 1916, Sec. 30.

2 shahr Pandi, thecity of Pandya, Elliott I I |, p. 52.

¥ Not Myos Hormos—Mussel Harbour a port of the Ptolemies in the Red
Sea. 27-12 N. and 33-13 E, but Ormuz in the Persian Gulf—Urimanjl of
S. Indian writers.

4 Kisor Kais, an island in the Persian Gulf, the chief of which Maliku-1
Islam Jamal-ud-din was the chief horse trader with the Pfindya.

® Marco Polo Edn. by Yuleand Cordier | I, p. 3
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Jayangoncjla-Solapuram ' and the royal seat in the palace is
called Kalingarayan. ThisMaravarman Kulasekhara is also
known by theother title Konerinmaikondan (the king who had
no equal). His records are generally without introduction,
although the Alvar Tirunagari record,' has one which
recounts his achievements. The fact that the name of the
officer Kalingarayan figures in this document and in various
others of a king .Maravarman Kulasekhara goes to prove the
identity of the ruler referred to. In one document of his
seventeenth year, which would correspond to A.D. 1285,
the king is said to have been in residence at Gangaikonda-
pattanam.* He isrepresented in the one grant with intro-
duction as ruling over both the Chola and the Pancjya
countries. Of this particular period it can almost correctly
be said that there were five Pandyas3 at the time, as Marco
Polo says.

But there is one point worth remarking in Marco Polo's
account, and that is that the port of Kayal was under
" Asciar' of Marsden, Ashar of Yule, in both cases alike
a modification of Sekharar, omitting the first part of the
word, Kulasekhara. He is also described as ruling from
Madura, and we have already noticed above he had his
royal residence in Jayangonda-Solapuram. These taken in
combination would warrant the inference that he was the
principal monarch, the eldest of the five brothers, as some
of our authorities mention, while there were other Pandyas,
members of the royal family, and, perhaps related even as
brothersin a number of cases subordinate to his authority,

1 No. 465 B. of 1910. Sen Tamil., vol. ix, p. 357 vide Appendix for Text
angl Trandation of part of the record. o ]

71. C. of 1916. It isnot certain whether this is the same as Gangaikon-
dasolapuram  The fact that the king is said to have been in resdence at
his palace at Jayangondasolapuram, and the change in the name taken
together mI%ht be interpreted to mean that the capital had besn changed on
a(:(101f hmt olft ecity having become over-crowded for the habitual resdence
of the ruler.

4 Ind. Antig, vol. xlii. On some new dates of Pandya kings by Mr,
D.S. & il
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though liable to be referred to as rulers of their respective
territory by foreigners visiting their shores.

It is this Kulasekhara that is referred to in chapter 90
of the Mahavamsa of Ceylon.! In recording the history
of Parakrama Bahul | | , whoruled from A.D. 1288 to 1293
according to this authority, there is a reference made to a
famine in Ceylon and to an invasion of the island by the
Tamils. It is just in the years immediately preceding,
that the predecessor of this Parakrama Bahu, by name
Bhuvaneka Bahu, drove away from Ceylon * all his Tamil
foes, as Kalinga Rayar, Chodaganga, and the others who
had landed from the opposite coast, and also removed the
Singhalese Vannian princes Kadalivata, Mapana, Tipa,
Himayanaka and others.' After a few years of pious effort
to make the teachings of the Buddha spread through the
island by getting copies of the ' three Pitakas ' made and
placing them in every monastery in the island, he died and
was succeeded by his nephew Parakrama Bahu. It was
then that there arose a faminein the land, ' then the five
brethren who governed the Pandyan Kingdom, sent to this
island at the head of an army, a great minister of much
power, who was chief among the Tamils known as Ariya
Chakravarti, albeit he was not an Ariya.9

" And when he had landed and laid waste the country on
every side he entered the great and noble fortress, the city
of Subhagiri, and he took the venerable tooth-relic and all

! Translation by Tumour and Wijesimha, Edn. by the Ceylon Government
Press; Colombo.

* Theterm Ariya Chakravarti has been takento imply a Muhammadan
general as there happened to be, at the time, a Muhammadan Customs
Officer in high favour with the Pandya monarch. It is hardly necessary to
point out that the existence of a Muhammadan in high position in the
Pandya country will not warrant his identification with this Ariya Chakra-
varti when he is described by the chronicle as chief among the Tamils.
Heis said tobe not an Ariya for the simple reason that he wasaTamil, a
distinction that is maintained in the previous sections of the narrative as
between the Tamilsand the Singhalese. The term Ariya Chakravarti was
atitle, and many Tamil chieftains bore similar titles daring this period.

8
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the solid wealth that was there, and returned to the
Pandyan country, and there he gave the tooth-relic unto
the king Kulasekhara, who was even like unto a sun ex-
panding the lotus-like race of the great Pandyan kings .'
Parakrama Bahu apparently did not find himself strong
enough to undertake an invasion to recover the precious
relic, but preferred to go there with a few determined
friends of his and obtain the relic ultimately as a favour by
pleasing the monarch Kulasekhara during his stay there.
This is a clear indication of the power and prestige of the
Pandya monarch in the estimation at least of the Ceylonese,
and that is fully reflected in what little of information we
are able to glean from Chinese sources. Among the king-
doms which sent tribute to Kublai in 1286 is mentioned
Ma-pa-'rh (Ma'bar). There are references to diplomatic
intercourse between China and Ma'bar from 1280 onwards.
One of these mentions the ' five brothers who were Sultans
(Suantan) referring apparently to the Pandyas of Marco
Polo's time. There is the further mention of Chamalating
(Jamalu-d-din) who had been sent from Ma'bar to the
Mongol court.® e

In regard to Sundara Pandya who had died recently
when Marco Polo visited the country, he was in all proba-
bility the ruler, called by Kielhorn, Jatavarman Sundara
Pandya | I, who ruled, according to the same authority,

from A.D. 1276 to 1292. There were other Sundara Pandyas
besides.

THE RIVAL BROTHERS—SUNDARA PANDYA AND
VIRA PANDYA

Maravarman Kulasekhara had two sons, the elder of them
is known to epigraphists as Jatavarman Sundara Pandya
I 'l and his accession took place sometime in A.D. 1302-3.

! pauthier quoted by Yale, Marco Polo, ii. 337.
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There was also a ' natural son' who is described as
Jatavarman Vira Pandya and whose date of accesson is
A.D. June-July 1296. Apparently the father thought better
of Vira Pandya, and actually designed him for the succes
sion as the Muhammadan historians have it. Thisis indi-
cated by the fact that he is earlier associated with the
father in the government, while the other rises to that
honour six years after. The father's preference for the
more gifted prince provoked the jealously of the less gifted
son, and led him to turn parricide about A.D. 1311-12; and
the disputed successon provided the occason for the inva-
sion of Malik-Kafur, which will be dealt with in a later
lecture.

THE DISINTEGRATION OF THE CHOLA EMPIRE—ITS
CAUSES

During much of this period, as has already been more or
less clearly indicated in the course of the above history of
the Pandyas, the Chola empire had reached a high degree
of disintegration. The principal cause of this was the
weakness and ineptitude of the Chola emperor Rajarajal | |,
1316-1346, and at the end of hisreign the civil war between
himself and another prince, probably a brother, Rajendra
I'1'1. TheHoysalaintervened to preserve for Rajarajathe
Chola Empire, but succeeded only in securing to him the
southern most part. of the empire—the Chola country
proper. This intervention from the north-west naturally
provoked less friendly intervention from rising powers from
the north, and did not effectually prevent aggresson from
the south. The history of the rising power of the Pandyas,
as already indicated above, exhibits the results of Pandya
intervention from the south.

The Telugu Chodas—The northern power whose records
state in clear terms an intervention in behalf of the Chola
was that of the Telugu Choda chieftains of Nellore, known
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in inscriptions as Simhavikramapura or Vikramasimhapura.
Under five generations of rulers these had gained possession
of the northern districts of the Chola empire and even held
possesson of the town of Kanchi, the head-quarters of the
northern viceroyalty. Inscriptions of Manmasiddha and
his brother Tammusiddha are available relating to early
thirteenth century. The son of the former, Tikka by name,
claims to have captured Kanchi and defeated SOmesa at
Champapuri, (Sambuvarayanallur, near Tiruvallam) in
the district of North Arcot, the country primarily of
the Sambuvarayans. His son Manmasiddha, who seems
otherwise called Gandagopala, which had become more or
less a family title, was active in that region and having
been dispossessed, sought and obtained the help of the
contemporary Kakatiya ruler Ganapati. With his assst-
ance, he fastened his hold on Kanchi till the rival Chola
Prince, Rajendra Chola, rose to power and turned both
Manmasiddha and Ganapati backwards perhaps as far as
Nellore in the forties of the thirteenth century. He was
followed by another ruler of that family usually known as
Vijayagandagopala, whose reign lasted from about A.D.
1250 to 1292. He was succeeded by a son of his
VlIragancjagopala. These continued to be subordinate to
the authority of the Cholas so long as the Chola power
lasted, and afterwards perhaps to the Pandya, as we have
already seen the great Pandya, Jatavarman Sundara |,
carried his arms successfully as far north as Nellore and
performed there' the anointment of the victorious warrior.'

The Sambuvarayans—The region immediately adjoining,
that is the district of North Arcot, was under a family of
hereditary chiefs generally known by the class title Sambu-
varayan (Sans. Champa) rulers, who figure for the first time
as powerful feudatories, in the reigns of Rajadhiraja and.
Kulottunga I I I . They rise into importance and are found
fighting sometimes on the side of their liege lords, the
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Cholas, and occasionally against them aso. In the dis-
turbed period extending from the end of the first quarter of
the thirteenth century to the end of the Pandya ascendancy,
they maintained the substance of real power though nomi-
nally subordinate to the Chola head-quarters, and later the
Pandya. Except for figuring- in the wars on the northern
frontier, they do not appear to have played any very deci-
sive part. They maintained their position intact along the
Palar. About the end of this period they rise into impor-
tance and we have inscriptions of Vlra Chola Sambuvarayan,
and Vira Sambuvarayan about the year AD. 1314-15.
In the period immediately following we find two rulers who
assumed high titles indicating independence. Of these the
first is Sakalaloka Chakravartin Venru Mankonda Sambuva-
rayan, whose date of accession is A.D. 1322-23, followed by
Sakalaloka Chakravarwn Rajanarayana Sambuvarayan,
whose date of accession is A.D. 1337-8, and whose reign
extended to A.D; 1356-57.> It was apparently this latter
ruler that was overcome by prince Kumarakampana of
Vijayanagar, who put an end to the independent power of
the Sambuvarayans in the North Arcot District with
Virinchipuram and Kanchl as their alternative capitals, and
Padaivlidu as their hill fortress. Along with these figure
another class of minor chiefs who go by the designation
Vanakkovaraiyar, the remnants perhaps of the Bana dynasty.

The Kakatiyas : Ganapati and Rudrdramba.—During this
period the Kakatiyas of Warangal made an effort at
extending their territory southwards, and, on occasions,
were in occupation of Kanchi. The first Kakatlya inter-
vention comes along with the advance of the Telugu-Choda
chieftains to the south.- It is king Ganapati of the dynasty
that made this advance towards the south, and we have an

L Ep, Rep. 1904, Sec. 27.
P e'01911 ., 65
913 , 67
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inscription of his in the Vishrm temple at Kanchlpuram.*
This advance seems to have been at a time when the
throneof Rajarajal | | had passed onto Rajendral | | , and
Kopperunjinga dominated the whole of the northern division
of the Chola empire. Kopperunjinga at any rate claims to
have defeated the Kakatiyas, and we have already noted
that Rajendra Chola, the successful rival of Rajaraja, also
lays claim to conquests in the Telugu country reaching at
least as far as Cuddapah and Nellore. During the last years
of the reign of Ganapati, the great Pandya ruler, Jatavar man
Sundara Pandya |, marched northwards, and his victorious
advance up to Nellore and his coronation there made the
Kakatiyas withdraw into their own territories. Ganapati's
successor Rudramba, who ruled from A.D. 1260 to 1291 suc-
ceeding her father Ganapati, had apparently enough to do to
keep her own kingdom without thinking of extending her
territory. There is, however, a statement in one of her
inscriptions that one of her officers, Amba Deva by name,
destroyed the Kadava Raya. The same chief is also said
to have established at Nellore, Manma Gandagopala who
was dispossessed of hiskingdom. .Theseareall the glimpses
that we get of Kakatlya activity in the south during the
long reign of Ganapati and that of his daughter, which
together practically cover the century, from. A.D. 1200 to
1291-2, soon after which Marco Polo visited the Coromandal
Coast of India.

Marco Polo—Marco Polo calls the province that he first
touched after leaving Ceylon Ma'bar, the usual Musalman
designation of the Coromandal Coast extending from Kulam
(Quilon) to Nilawar (Nellore). Marco Polo sailed westward
from his port of embarkation for a distance of about sixty
miles till he came to the province of Ma'bar, which he says
was styled ' India the Greater." According to him it isthe

! No. 2, Ep. Coll of 1893. Another in the Ekamranatha temple no. 26
of 1800 both of A.D. 1250.
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best of the Indies and is on the mainland. He refers to
the coast wherein he landed as among the possessions of
the Pandyas, and of whom at the time there were five
brothers ruling. ' Sonder Bandi Devar' (Sundara Pandya
Devar), was the crowned king. He undertook to give a
detailed account of the five provinces of the kingdom ruled
by these brothers, and forgot to fulfil his promise. But
the province that he describes at some length is ' the finest
and noblest in the world ', and was the sphere of Sundara
Pandya. He refers apparently to the fishery coast where
pearl fishing was the principal industry. This must be
borne in mind to understand his itinerary. The port he
visited on this coast has much exercised the ingenuity of
scholars, and from various considerations both Yule and
Cordier would refer the port to Kaveripatam. ' The lead
is taken by all these authorities from the statement of the
Muhammadan writer Wassaf that Fittan, Mali Fittan and
Kabil constituted the famous ports of which Takhiud-din
Abdur-Rahman was the Marzaban (Margrave). These three
names are obviously Pattanam, Melai Pattanam, and Kayal
or Kayal Pattanam in the language of the locality. Kayal,
according to Marco Polo, was the premier port, whereto
came all merchants from the east as well as the west, and
from all over India, for purposes of trade. The other two

1 Yule'sMarco Polo: New Edn. by H. Cordier | | . 332-8.

H. Cordier in his new work ' New Light on Ser Marco Polo ' has an
additional note on thison p. 112. Quoting from Chau Jua Kua a passage
extracted in Ma Tuan-Hn and the Sung-shi, he states the Chola capital was
five li distant from the sea, though the latter have 5,000 in place of five.
He adopts Yule's suggestion that Kaveripatam, the ' Pattanam ' par excel-
lence of the Coromandal Coast, and at one of the mouths of the Kaveri,
was the then Cholacapital. Kaveripatam isnot mentioned in any of the large
number of the inscriptions of the time known to me ; nor have | come across
any referenceto it in the literature of the period. If 'all figures connected
with Chu-lien in Chinese accounts are inexplicably exaggerated,’ and if a
' Pattanam ' was the Chola capital, Gangaikonda-pattanam, already referred
to on p. 56 must be the city meant. Thereisareference, in another Chinese
authority (ibid p. 114) to Pa-tan wheretherewas a stupa. This undoubtedly
refers to Negapatam, and would justify my conclusion that there were
several ports referred to by this abbreviated designation.
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stand in some geographical relation with this one. The
words would stand, the port and the upper port, the term
pattinam meaning port. | believe the port on what is the
island now is called Ramesvara Pattinam, sometimes also;
Pattinam merely, but at the time of Marco Polo there was
another great port on the inner side of the Gulf of Mannar,
the ruins of which are now known as Periya Pattinam. In
the wars of Parakrama Bahu in favour of one of the
Pandyan princes, and against his brother, he is supposed
to have taken on the mainland and in the peninsula, a
village called Kundukala and having fortified it with three
circuits of walls and twelve gates, called it Parakrama-
paUanam, equi-distant from either sea. A little way to the
south and on the coast lie the vast ruins of a city called
Periya PaUanam (large port or city) in the Ramnad
Zamindari, already referred to above, where till recently
people picked up coins and antiquities of sorts, and | am
informed, a considerable portion of the ground plan of the
city could still be traced at low water. Any one of these
three places might do, and that is the place where one
would expect a boat sailing from Ceylon to* land, having
regard in particular to the fact that the port of embarkation
at the time seems to have been Puttalam (Bathelar) in
Ceylon, the Bhattala of Ibn Batuta; and the distance
would be perhaps about sixty miles, a little more or less.
We are bound to look for Fitan in that locality asthe Mali
Fitan seems certainly to be Devi Pattanam about ten miles
north of the town of Ramnad, but on the northern side of
the island of Ramesvaram. A medieval map is said to
mark Mali Fatan in or about the locality. * For the mere
name Pattanam there are any number along the coast, more
than twenty along the Tanjore coast; of which, at the time
to which we are referring, the very town of Topputturai,

! See JRASIV. (N.S) p. 345 ff.
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as it is known at present, was called Vlrasolan Pattanam ,
not far was a Kulottunga-sola-pattanam set over against
Tirutturaippundi. A little way to the north of it was
Negapatam; Kaveripatam at the mouth of the Kaveri;
Jayangondapattanam near the mouth of the Coleroon and
so on. Inthe Palk Strait itself south of Topputtorai, there
is Adirampattanam to begin with, the name may be a later
one; there is Ammapattanam, there is Bundara Pandyan
Pattanam itself, and any number of pattanams like that.
Battelar, which according to Marco Polo is the place where
the ships collect before going on a pearl fishing expedition
seems much rather to refer to a port on the continent than
to one in Ceylon. We have a port in the peninsula near
Mandapam which goes by the name Vedalai now, and it is
just on the southern shore of the peninsula, and at the
head of the Gulf of Mannar, a convenient starting point
for the fisher-folk. There isa harbour to the east of it
that is called Tonitturai even now, apparently the place
where boats assembled on their fishing expeditions for
pearls.

After describing the prosperity of the country under the
rule of the Pandya, and referring to the horse trade of the
locality he proceeds to describe Mailapur and St. Thomas'
Mount, and apparently proceeds further northwards as he
says ' when you leave Mabar and go about a thousand
miles in a northerly direction you come to the kingdom of
Mutfili (or Mosul). This was formerly under the rule of a
king, and since his death, some forty years before it had
been under his queen, alady of much discretion, who for
the great love she bore to him never would marry another
husband. And J can assure you during all that space of
forty years she had administered her realm as well as ever
her husband did, or better, And as she was a lover of
justice, of equity, and of peace, she was more beloved by
those of her kingdom than ever was lady or lord of theirs
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before’ ' He then proceeds to describe the diamond
mines and recounts the famous story and the fabulous ways
in which diamonds were got. ' In this kingdom also are
made', according to him, 'the best and most delicate
buckrams, and those of the highest price; in sooth they
look like tissue of spiders web!! There is no king nor
gueen in the world but might be glad to wear them.'

We have referred above to his description of the Port of
Kayal, and quoted his statement that ' Asciar' was the
eldest of thefivebrothers. This we have already stated was
the Pandya king KulaSekhara who ruled from A.D. 1268 to
1312 almost. We have inscriptions of this monarch in the
Cholacapital Gangaigondasolapuram,in thecapital Madura
itself, and in the Tinnevelly district as far south as Alvar
Tirunagan, so that the statement that he is the supreme
monarch is quite correct, and the Sundara Pandya that
Marco Polo refers to must be the predecessor of the name
who died in A.D. 1292, or the prince brother or nephew in
charge of the coast district of Ramnad and the neighbour-
hood which Marco Polo must have touched in the course of
his voyage.

The Coromandal Coast of Marco Polo—From these
various statements of Marco Polo 