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PREFACE.

——

Whenever any crisis in the affaixs of men is about to
tahe place, there is ever to be found a numbergf people
ready to preach up things as they are. These champions
fight stoutly and cunningly against the innovation of
existing institutions and modes of acting; and they
endeavour to reason the sensible and alarm the timid
into remaining quiet, and enduring meekly whatever evils
they may be afflicted with. Belonging to one class, and
having in view a common object, these alarmists attempt
to conviuce the people that everything is almost as well as
it can be—that few evils are endured by them which are
not necessary consequences of existence-—that their
governmeutal burthens may be alleviated by gradual and
imperceptible reforms—that the present gradations of
society, which cause so much discontentment among the
poor aud the oppressed, have always existed, and therefore
ever must exist—and that any attempts of the productive
classes to better themselves by interfering with this
“ natural arrangement of socicty,” will be attended avith
the most disastrous results to themselves.

Notwithstanding the sage advice and the gloomy fore-
bodings of these friends of the people, the latter are
perpetually endeavouring to the utmost of their power, by
means of political and trades’ unions, to alter the present
state of things, and keep to themselves that vast amount
of wealth which is annualiy taken from them by existing
usages. But, conscious of having justice on their side, the
productive classes have hitherto regarded the end more
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than the means; and the first has been unattainable only
because the latter were inadequate. The equality of social
and political rights which the masses have so long con-
tended for, is consonant with reason and justice, or it is
not. If it be not, then should their ‘ignorance and injus-
tice be exposed by those whose rights and privileges the
people are trespassing upon by their assumption of
equality. But if such equality of rights be in accordance
with the immutable principles of truth and justice, then
are the people bound to contend for it wholly and immedi-
ately ; and to cease praying, piecemeal, for that which
ought to be conceded to them unhesitatingly, and at once.

The diversity of opinion which exists on political mat-
ters, and the anomalies seen in connection with a merely
political equality, call for more evidence than has yet been
given of the peculiar efficacy of any particular govern-
mental remedy to accomplish the end desired. To acquire
such evidence by reasoning from first principles, and by a
rigid comparison of theory with fact, should be the first
great object of the productive classes, and the prelude to
all demands for change. Had they not been thus deficient
in the knowledge of principles, they would not now have
had to mourn over the fate of the many powerful political
and trades’ combinations which have been wrecked in the
vain endeavours to obtain redress for their wrongs.
Unless men discover and remove causes, they can mnever
escape from consequences. Whatever may be the con-
clusions arrived at by such an examination, in regard to
the excellence of particular governmental reforms, or the
fitness or unfitness of the present social system, the in-
quiry cannot but serve the cause of truth. Ignorance itself,
in its blind gropings for the unknown and undefined,
often accidentally stumbles upon truths which years of
laborious and systematic application have failed to bring
to light.
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From their present condition and future prospects, there
is no class of the community which political or social
changes can concern more nearly than they do the pro-
ductive classes; and none are more imperatively called
upon to search for the truth, and look into the future.
Hanging, as the economists say they are, ““on the skirts
of existence,”’—living, as so many thousands of them do,
from hand to mouth—the producers are at the mercy,
and bear almost the entire brunt, of every storm which
interferes with or disturbs the existing arrangements of
society, political or commercial. No unfavourable cir-
cumstance acts upon one class, which does not instantly
re-act with double force upon the productive class—no
loss is suffered by any portion of the community, which
the latter class have not eventually to make good. Thus
situated—thus placed, by their position, at the mercy of men
and classes who can have no fellow-feeling with them—it
behoves the producers to determine whether their present
condition may not be improved, and to discover what are
the particular means whereby such improvement may he
effected. The experience of every year and every day
teaches them, that, however circumscribed may be their
knowledge of the causes which have led to the existing
state of things, they cannot know less than those who
bave hitherto professed to govern and direct them. The
time for blind submisson to established authorities and
usages is passing away ; for no important event transpires
which does not proclaim the utter inability of rulers in
general to conceive of, and their complete incapacity to
cope with or direct, the great truths and principles which
are every day coming into view.

If the productive classes would be successful in their
search for a remedy, they must proceed in the path of
discovery unfettered by those notions which are so sedu-
lously instilled into them, respecting their own inferiority
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and the eternity of existing usages. As men, and apart
from their present position as a poor governed class,
oppressed by a rich governing class, the producers have
nothing to do with the alleged sacredness of estab-
lished institutions: they have merely to determine whe-
ther it be not possible to change that social whole which
keeps them poor, as well as that governmental part which
oppresses them because they are poor. The requisite
knowledge can be obtained only by going at once to first
principles. In the words of one who has made many
efforts to uphold the present system, we are now in * the
very condition, if the people could but see it, for the
exercise of faith in principles. With a dark and shifting
near future, and a bright and fixed ultimate destiny, what
is the true, the only wisdom? Not to pry into the fogs
or thickets round about, or to stand still for fear of what
may next occur in the path; but to look from Eden gate
behind to heaven gate before, and press on to the certain
future. In his political as in his moral life, man should,
in the depth of his ignorance aund the fallibility of his
judgment, THROW HIMSELF, IN THE FULL BENSE OF
SECURITY, UPON PRINCIPLES; and then he is safe from
being depressed by opposition, or scared by uncertainty, or
depraved by responsibility.”



INTRODUCTION.,

el

‘ And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and
lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.”

If it were ever possible to predict what shall be, from a
consideration of what has been—if cver the sigus of the
times gave warning of great troubles or changes—there is
that in the present which tells us, in a manner not to be
misunderstood, that the hour for the final conflict between
Right and Might cannot be far distant. That it is time
the event took place, let the wrongs of man for forty cen
turies testify—that it is time to put anend to the bondage
of labour, let the sufferings of the millions of her martyred
children bear witness !

From the nature of things there must be a cause for
cvery effect, however concealed or inscrutable that cause
may be; and of all causes, none are of so much importance
«as those from which emanate the wide-spread poverty and
discontentment which exist at the present time through-
out the whole world—and, more especially, in those
nations calling themsclves civilised. The numerous
remedies proposed, tried, and rejected, onc after the
other, do not prove that it is impossible to change, for the
Letter, this unnatural state of things; such ill success
merely shews that the world at large—nations as well as
governments—are as yet ignorant of the origin and the
nature of the great wrong which has preyed upon man
for so many ages.

Of all nations on the face of the earth, the people of the
United Kingdom suffer the most severely, and are, there-
fore, the most in want of a remedy. Throughout the
country, distrust or dissatisfaction is universal. ~ Not one
class of society is at rest; but a troubled and uneasy
sensation—a kiud of forerunner of evil or of change—per-
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vades alike the bosoms of both the rich and the poor—
the tramplers and the trampled upon.

Whatever may be the condition in which society now
is, it could not, from the very nature of its component
parts, and the circumstances which have for ages operated
upon and influenced those parts, be different from what it
is; and however alarming the present state of things
may appear to the unjust man and the extortioner, there
is in the prospect nothing that can terrify the honest and
the industrious, wherever they may be.

The productive classes are bewildered amidst the mnul-
tiplicity of remedies offered for their consideration. They
have as many remedies as wrongs—one contradicting
another, and most of them equally valueless ; for they are
alike based merely on passing events, instead of resting on
the broad foundation of some great principle. That
which appears to be a remedy in one year, turns out, in
the next year, to be no remedy whatever; for the parti.
cular evil which such remedy applied to, is found to have
shifted its locality, or changed to some secondary evil.

There is wanted, not a mere governmental or particular
remedy, but a general remedy—one which will apply to
all social wrongs and evils, great and small. The produc.
tive classes want a remedy for their incessant toil—they
want a remedy for their compulsory idleness—they want
a remedy for their poverty—they want a remedy for the
misery, and ignorance, and vice, which such toil, such
idleness, and such poverty produce.

Although it may appear difficult to obtain such a
remedy, it will be seen, hereafter, that it is anything but
impossible.  All sciences are more or less imperfect ; but
of all sciences, politics, or the science of human govern-
ment, is the least understood, although its great book has
been open to the inspection of man for four thousand
years. Man has made so little progress, because it is in the
nature of good or bad forms of government, and institu-
tions, and states of society, to perpetuate themselves, and
keep successive generations in one continuous mode of
thinking and of acting. Men, in general, go not to the
first principles of things ; they take the world as they find
it, and lock only to the state of society, the form of
government, or the religion of their country, for the time
being. But the nonage of intellect is passing away, and
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the mind of man will soon take a wider and a bolder flight
than any it has yet dared to contemplate. Had the land-
marks of Europe always been kept in sight, America
would still have been unknown to us; and, unless we
boldly overleap the boundaries which custom and prece-
dent has placed around us—boundaries which shut man
out from all but the lower and baser portions of intel-
lectual and physical existence—we shall never behold nor
possess that vast and beautiful region of human felicity,
which, from the nature of things, cannot but have
existence.

All other sciences are but as steps to the science of
government. They all add somcthing to man’s knowledge
of himself, his capabilities, and his true position in refer-
ence to externaf) objects. What is it that the mind of
man, if properly directed, cannot accomplish? What
other finite being has attributes so mighty—and yet, what
other thing existing is so helpless and so wretched? We
can roam through the universe with the astronomer, and
look on solar systems, and behold planets aund their satel-
lites rolling in ponderous majesty through the illimitable
ocean of space: we cau, with the geologist, go back to
times when history was not—when our earth, ocw(rying
a different position in space, and peopled by widely differ-
ent modifications of being to any now existing, knew not
man, nor his crimes, nor his follies : we can progress, with
tae historian, from as far baeck as human records extend,
up to the present time, and survey man under the innu-
merable systems of religion and forms of government
which have cursed him from his creation—making the
earth one vast slaughter-yard, and defiling it with
execrable pollution: we can, with the chemist, dissolve
the chains which bind together the elements of existing
forms of matter, and, from their wreck, produce a new
creation, and bestow on things new properties and appear-
ances : we can, with the anatomist and the metaphysician,
study the nature of our own corporeal and mental being,
and observe the inseparable dependency of mind on matter,
and the influence of external circumstances upon both : we
can view every variety of human action, and can discover
the various incentives to such action: we can, as it were,
live over again the times that are past—ourselves commit-
ting the crime, and judging the offender, and meting vut
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the award.  And thus, having the accumulated knowledge
and experience of all past ages to guide him, and the
accumulated errors and miseries of all past ages to warn
him—imbued with the spirit, as well as acquainted with
the letter, of history—what is man not prepared to
achieve ?

The untiring mind of man is ever in search of what it
has never yet found—happiness; but because this ultimate
end of all human exertion has not hitherto been attained,
it docs not follow that man should give up his search, and
die. His physical organization is as perfect as that of
any other being with which he is acquainted, while his
mental powers far exceed those of any other known intel-
ligence. It would, then, be an unscemly gap in the
harmonious adaptation and continuous perfection which
runs through all creation, if the powers and attributes
possessed by man could do nothing towards removing that
misery and dissatisfaction which has for so many ages
been the portion of his race. To ascert that, amidst a
universe of joy, man alone is born to sorrow and to trouble,
is to commit a foul libel upon the Almighty and perfect
disposcr of all things!

Were man a stationary being, like the beasts and birds
by which he is surrounded—had he a fixed and unchange-
able instinct, instead of a progressive and improvable
reason—any change in his social institutions would he
unnecessary. Society would have been the same at the
beginning as it is at present; and it would continue in
one uniform state as long as man should exist.  But man
is not thus stationary ; le isa reasoning, aud therefore a
progressing, being. The knowledge and experience of
one geucration can be transmitted to the next ; and, as a
man at forty years of age must possess more knowledge
than he did at twenty, so also must the world at large
possess a greater accumulation of knowledge at the end of
four thousand years from the creation of man, than was
possessed at tﬁe end of four hundred. Knowledge is
merely gn accumulation of facts; and wisdom is the art of
applying such knowledge to its true purpose—the pro-
motion of human happiness. A]thougL men may have
much knowledge, and no wisdom, there can only be little
wisdom where there is but little knowledge. The present
generation have the accumulated knowledge and experience
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of four thousand years to work upon ; and therefore they
have it in their power to act wiser, in respect to the
establishment of social and political institutions, than any
generation that has preoede(i them.

Such being the nature of man, and such his powers, the
consideration of a social change need excite no more sur-
grise or apprehension than a simple political movement.

f a social change be a gigantic one, so, likewise, are the
evils mighty which require to be removed. Throughout
the whole universeg from the most stupendous planet to
the individual atom, changes are perpetual—there is
nothing at rest—nothing stationary ; to affirm, therefore,
that governmental institutions require no reformation—
that social systems need no alteration—is just as absurd
as to say that the man shall wear the swaddling clothes
which befitted his infancy ; and be pleased, in maturity,
with the rattle which charmed his childhood.

States of society and forms of government have always
been forced upon men by the common march of events ;
and that state of society or form of government which
existed at one period of a nation’s history, and was suffici-
ent for all its wants, will never be tolerated at a later
period. Who, at the present day, would wish to return
to a state of socicty, with its accompanying manners, and
form of government, and religious institutions, such as
existed in Great Britain in the time of the Druids, or the
Romans, or the Saxons, or the Normans? How many
Protestants would wish to revive the days when Catholic-
ism was in its glory and if:ul)ower, and the brand of per-
secution dried up the blood of the martyrs? All these
changes were but manifestations of the common progress
of things ; and they all happened naturally and unavoid-
ably, independent of the control of governments or
individuals. Catholicism succeeded Paganism, then Pro-
testantism came after Catholicism, and both are now being
superseded by Dissent; and all the evils which these
changes brought upon the people of other days, as well as
all the miseries that have befallen nations in our own
times, are solely attributable to the insane and blasphemous
endeavours of human rulers to set up their authorit?r
against the fiat of the Almighty, and tell man he shall
go no further. And have all the treasures wasted, and
the hlood spilled—all the persecutions, and punishments
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and revolting crimes which have taken place to keep man
and his institutions stationary, effected the object for
which they were intended? Turn to history for an
answer—look back from our days to the days of our fore-
fathers, and ask if any of the many powerful endeavours to
prevent changes ever yet succeeded.

At no period since the creation of the world has man
been so well prepared, as he is at present, to effect a
change in the very constitution of society ; and no other
nation possesses so many facilities for sommencing such a
change, and carrying it forward successfully, as do the
people of the United Kingdom. A variety of circum-
stances, which have not had so much influence on other
countries, have tended to induce this ripeness in ourselves.
We suffer greater burthens than an otmr people on earth
—-burthens which our unceasing industry only just enables
us to bear up against, and live. We have a greater
amount of fixed capital, or accumulated labour, in the
form of roads, railways, canals, manufactories, and ma-
chinery of every description, than is possessed by any
other nation. We are collected together in large masses, and
have excellent means of communication. As a people, we
have as much political knowledge. and as much incipient
union among ourselves, as any other nation. The entire
mass of the producers, with a great portion of the distri-
butors of wealth, are groaning under the accumulated
wrongs of centuries of misgovernment and mismanagement,
They have tried almost ever¥l conceivable means to obtain
relief and redress, but they have ever been betrayed, and
disappointed, and cheated with a shadow. DMen have at
lengtlx, however, begun to look from the tyrant to the
tyranny—from the effect to the cause. Thus our present
position augurs well for a social change, and for the ad-
vancement of man’s highest destiny.

It is only when men suffer great wrongs, that they look
about for great remedies. So long as they are satisfied
with their worldly condition, whether it be good or bad,
they will not think of changes: they will not give up a
certain moderate good for an uncertain great benefit.
While the people of the United Kingdom were thus com-
paratively contented with their means of enjoyment, they
thought neither of states of society, nor forms of govern.
ment, nor the rights of man: as the present social system
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produced its natural effects—as toil grew more and pay
grew less—men began to think upon the matter, and to
devise remedies: but now, when the condition of the pro-
ductive classes is so bad that no change can make it worse,
they are ready to adopt almest any remedy which promises
relief.

We have at length arrived at the exact time when a
mighty change can take place with the greatest benefit to
the mass, and the least injury to individuals, The people
are so much enlightened as to be capable of proceeding to
remedy their disorders calmly and dispassionately ; and, as
vet, they are not so maddened by long suffering and hope-
lessness of relief, as to rush blindly upon the unfortunate
authors of their wrongs, and hurl down all in indiscrimi-
nate destruction. At an earlier period we were unripe for
a great social change ; and, if we permit existing evils to

0 on unredressed, an ultimate movement will be not the
ﬁ*ss certain, while, instead of being conducted in peace and
order, it will be fearfully convulsive, and will bury alike,
in one common grave, the good and the bad—the patriot
and the despot.

On the broad principle of equal rights will Labour now
cake its stand,—not Labour in the United Kingdom only,
but in France, and the United States, and the world at
large. This principle will apply equally to men of all
countries, all colours, and all creeds. We will survey undis.
guised and uncovered, that Great Enemy which has
devoured the people of all nations, in all times; and we
shall find out the manner, and the only manner, in which
the power of this enemy may be subdued and annihilated.
Let Labour, then, come to the battle fearlessly.
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CHAPTER 1.

THE WRONGS OF MAN, AND THEIR ORIGIN.

—~ ~——

* We arc a numerous people, and we want strength! We have an
excellent soil, and we are desitute of provision! We are active and
laborious, and we live in indigence! 'We pay enoimous tributes, and we
are told that they are not sufficient! We are at peace without, and our
persons and property are not safe within! What, then, is the secret
enemy that devours us "

THus have asked, for ages, the toil.worn and the op-
pressed people of all so-called civilised countries. Numer-
ous have been the answers given to this question; hut we,
as one people who have made the inquiry, are still over-
worked and indigent—still burthened with enormous
taxation—still the slaves and the prey of a secret enemy ;
a remedy for this state of things, therefore, has not been
discovered, or, if discovered, we have by some means been
prevented from making use of it. Before we can determine
whether such a remedy has yet offered itself, it will be
necessary not only that we should be acquainted with our
wrongs, but likewise with the nature and origin of those
wrongs. Unless we thus go the cause of the evil, we shall
never do more than remove one wrong to make way for
another.

The whole history of man, from his creation to the pre-
sent day, is but one long record of crime, and bloodsged,
and suffering. Man has always been wronged by his fel-
low-man, aud has always been in search of remedies ; but,
no matfer where he has lived, or what religion he has
professed, or what forin of government he has established,
the result of his search has always been the same—the
means employed have ever failed to accomplish the end
desired. All history tolls the same funereal knell to human
hopes and human happiness.
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Amongst the many political and theological institutions
which have at times been established, not one form of
government or system of religion can be found, which has
not been subject to frequent alteration and revision.
There have always been revolutious, or occasions for them.
But these changes and revolutions have never yet touched
the social system; they have only alleviated or modified
the minor wrongs which the system itself brought into
existence. Man has been operated upon by almost every
variety of circumstance which this system can give rise
to; he has been at one time an ignorant and ungoverned
savage—at another, a citizen of a republic of civilised and
highly polished barbarians—and, again, the trembling slave
of a despot: he has been without religion, and with reli-
gion, and by turns all roligions—yetzb:till, though all this
time and all these changes, man has been the same restless
and dissatistied being—he has been any thing and every
thing but Tue Man which the faculties given by the
Creator will render him capable of becoming.  The masses
of all nations have been alike poor, and persecuted, and
miserable, under republics as well as monarchies—under
every known modification of Igovernment by the few and
government by the many—which cannot but lead men to
suspect that a mere form of government is not the secret
enemy which devours them; and that, therefore, no govern-
mental change can destroy this enemy.

But there are those who deny that we have any wrongs
to be removed, or that the productive classes suffer any
ills which are not necessary consequences of existence,
and which are therefore irremediable. Where is the man
whose honest hands toil for his daily bread, that is uncoun-
scious that he bears with wrongs and injuries which ought
to be, and which may be, removed? Are not such engraved
upon the hearts and minds of men as with a penof iron?
What are the working classes of every nation but beasts
of burthen, without hearts and without souls, whose doom
it is to labour and to die! Has not every epithet of scorn
and hate which brainless pride could call to mind, been
heaped upon them? Whatis the garb of labour but a
sign of ignorance, or infamy, or political nonentity? If
taxes are to be levied, the workers must pay them—if a
war be undertaken, they must go out to fight—if unjust
laws be enacted, they must obey without murmuring—if
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they complain of tyranny, and dare to resist, they are
slaughtered like wild beasts! The very marrow of their
bones, aud the life-blood of their children, is drunk up
with excessive toil!

How comes it to pass, that those who are the very life
and soul of this great nation, are thus trampled upon, and
despised, and defied? They have heads to think, and
hearts to feel, and hands to execute—they form, conjointly,
a mighty mass—their capability of doing either good or evil
is bounded only by their will. With such gigantic powers,
how is it that they are thus weak ? The reasons are these:
they are weak because they are disunited—they are dis-
united because there is a diversity of opinion as to what
is the enemy which devours them—they are ignorant
of a remedy for their wrongs because they {ave not them-
selves sought for one. They have ever looked for relief
where it could not possibly be found. They have sought
for council and assistance from classes and castes who had
a direct though mistaken interest in misleading, dividing,
and oppressing them. They have idly chimed in with the
opinion of this or that non-producer, or the opposite opi-
nion of this or that member of parliament, or the again
differing opinion promulgated in. this or that newspaper;
and they have thus been led to hope for benefit from mea-
sures which, as they have no connection with the cause of
their wron%)se, are necessarily powerless and worthless.
They must be no longer thus led like children; but pro-
ceed at once, with cool heads and determined hearts, to
obtain that political and social salvation which can be
theirs only through their own exertions.

What, then, is the secret enemy which devours us?
It stands before us as a mighty tree, whose wide_spread roots,
deep seated in the soil of Labour, draw up the dew of life
and health, and leave the parent and the creator powerless
and impoverished. We would remove this enemy; and
what are the means recommended and adopted for the

urpose ? Are we endeavouring to destroy its barrenising
influence for ever, by tearing it up? No; some advisers
cry out—*“Cut off this root”—others, “ Cut off that”;
some tell us to tear away a branch which is high up, and
others, again, point to another branch lower down. The
productive class thus become lost amidst the conflicting
opinions they daily meet with, and are ever seeking, mever
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finding, The narrow views and baneful prejudices which
a_contracted system of education has compelled us to
adopt, have almost rendered us incapable of se¢ing or com-
preEending Labour’s enemy as a whole, although each of
us feels the blighting influence or sees the deformity of
some particular part; for our enemy, like the triple god
of the Hindoo, shews us a different face from every side on
which we view it. The only way to arrive at truth is to
go at once to First Principles. Instead, then, of confining
our inquiries to the benefits and the evils resulting from
particular forms of government, and regarding monarchies
and aristocracies alone as the Great Enemy, and the prime
originators of wrong,—Ilet us take a wider range, and go
at once to the source from whence governments themselves
have arisen ; and we shall soon discover that all of them are
but as boughs of the great tree of human evil—that they
are only as the claws with which the Great Enemy seizes
upon Labour’s substance—and that, although we may dis-
tinguish them by the names of monarchies and republics,
yet the attributes of each are the same, the ends of each
are the same, the wrongs inflicted upon the working classes
by each are the same. By thus going to the origin of the
tﬁing, we shall find that every form of government, and
every social and governmental wrong, owes its rise to the
existing social system—to the institution of property as it
at present exists—and that, therefore, if we would end
our wrongs and our miseries at once and for ever, THE
PRESENT ARRANGEMENTS OF SOCIETY MUST BE TOTALLY
SUBVERTED, and supplanted by those more in accordance
with the principles ofP justice and the rationality of man.
“ Equal rights and equal laws,” has long been the war-
cry of the working classes of Great Britain; and they
have all hoped and expected to obtain this one thing need-
ful by mere governmental changes. What is meant by
Equal Rights and Equal Laws? 'Lhe words themselves
plainly express their own meaning; and yet there is
scarcely a sentence to be found which has been interpreted
s0 many different ways, and made to signify such a variety
of meanings. Some men, when they speak of equal rights,
mean thereby simply that there should be universal suf.
frage, vote by ballot, and free admission to Parliament;
while others, again, advancing rather nearer to first prin-
ciples, call for the complete subversion of the monarchy,
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and the establishment of a republic. By some of these
professed advocates of justice, the political institutions of
the United States are held up to us as models of perfec-
tion; and we are told that it is only under such a form of
government that true liberty and equality of rights can be
enjoyed. But an examination of the subject will convince
us, that if the working classes of the United Kingdom
should obtain any or all of the political changes just men-
tioned, they would remain in almost the same condition of
poverty and ignorance and misery as they are at present.
Indeed, all history proves, by the unfailing test of expe-
rience, that such would be the case. Let us turn to the
records of former ages—let us look at either ancient or
modern republics—at all nations, in all times—and inquire
if, under any of their varied forms of government and
systems of religion, equal rights and equal laws were ever
enjoyed! They never were, for such equality is utterly
incompatible with inequality of possessions and the grada-
tion of classes—and this state of society has always pre-
vailed. Equality and inequality cannot, from their nature,
be reconciled.

The possession of political power by a people, although
in accordance with the principle of that equality which
all good men wish to see established and enjoyed,
does not of itself constitute the equality of rights; for
although no equality of rights can be enjoyed by a nation
without the accompaniment of universal suffrage, yet
universal suffrage is neither necessarily accompanied with,
nor productive of, equal rights. Equal political power and
equal rights are by no means synonymous terms. There
is between them all the difference that can exist between
a thing and the word by which it is represented.

In cousidering governmental institutions, we must al-
ways judge of their utility by the effects which are seen
in connection with them, as we judge of their justness by
the principles on which they are established. If the insti-
tutions founded on the acknowledgment of human equa-
lity be productive of bad effects, and inflict wrong or suf-
fering on any part of the community, it is certain either
that the principle of equality is a bad one, or else that it is
not allowed pair play. The political institutipns of the
United States are based on the broad principle of equality
of rights; which principle, as it is in accordance with the
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nature of things, must necessarily be good. But it does
not follow that a principle is acted upon, simply because
the justice of it is acknowledged. The equality of rights
which is thought to be enjoyed by the people of the United
States, is so enjoyed only in imagination. There is the
same inequality of rights amongst them as amongst us; for
they, like ourselves, are divided into rich and poor—into
capitalists and producers—and the last are there, as the
are here, at the mercy of the first. The class to whicl{
the indispensable belong—the working class—is in the
same condition throughout the whole world ; for society
is upon the same principle in all countries; and it is solely
from the present social systeri—from the division of soci-
ety into employers and employed—into idlers and workers
—that the wrongs of the working classes take their rise.
The American working men, like the English working
men, form a foundation for the whole social pile to rest upon:
they are each crushed into the earth by the accumulated
weight of an aristocracy and a trading class—by livers
on plunder and livers on profit—and as no mere change of
government prevents the division of society into these
various classes, nor alters the relation in which they
stand with regard to each other, all such changes must
necessarily fail to correct the evils and wrongs with this
division and relation naturally call into existence. The
vulture money-monger is the same, whether he be called a
monarchist or a republican—the gorge of the one is just
as wide and as dcep as that of the otﬁcr.

The citizens of the United States, it is true, are ex-
empted, by their republican form of government, from some
of the grievous burthens and restrictions which the monar-
chical form imposes upon the people of the United King-
dom; but these are merely trifles in comparison with that
vast social burthen which the working class has sustained
in all countries for so many ages,—and even these advan-
tages, trivial as they are, will not always be enjoyed by
the Americans. Their present exemption arises from the
peculiar circumstances by which they are surrounded, in
respect to place and to time, and has but little connection
with the form of their government. The nascent germ of
monarchy exists in the very constitution of American soci-
ety—-its black and bloody stem is already shooting upwards
from the social soil—and it may confidently be predicted,
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from the common course of events, that the United States
republic will merge into a monarchy or an oligarchy before
the end of the present century, unless the movement be
stopped by a change in the constitution of society. Such
has invariably been the ultimate fate of all republics, in
ancient and modern times; and such ever must be their
fate while one man is rich and another is poor—while one
man works and another does nothing.

Tyranny is the same thing throughout the whole world;
and it all arises from the same source—the division of
society into classes and castes. This all-pervading curse
blights alike the happiness of the civilised and the savage
man; for in all countries there are what are called supe-
riors and inferiors—the first created to order, and the last to
obey. At one time this principle of inequality of rightsrears
its brazen front in the form of governmental oppression by
“right divine,” and takes, openly, the lives and the for-
tunes of the governed: at another time it exists covertly,
as it now does in the United States of America, and 1n
Great Britain, and France, where it enables one or two
classes of the community to suck into their own substance,
unobserved, unceasingly,and unmercifully,the wealth which
has been created by the toils and privations of the work-

ingrclass.

his is the great wrong for which a remedy is wanted;
and it will shortly be seen that universal suffrage, or even
the overthrow of the monarchy and the establishment of
a republic, will not be this remedy. There is a stubborn-
ness in factswhich theory will in vain strive to overcome; and
however much may be admired the justice and excellence
of the principles of equality on which the great republic
of the west is foundeg, yet the experience of every day
incontestibly proves, that these principles are totally un-
heeded by the Americans. There are no greater tyrants
in existence than the moneyed republicans of the Ignited
States. Liberty, and equality of rights, are words which
they do not yet know the meaning of; for, apart from the
tyranny which the present constitution of society enables
one white man to exercise over another, these republicans
—in total disregard of their Declaration of Independence,
which says that “men are born, and ought always to conti-
nue, free and equal in respect of their rights”—these
vepublicans, disregarding even the appearance of conform.
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ing to the spirit of their constitution, now hold in undis-
guised and abject slavery upwards of two millions of their
coloured fellow-men, who are bought and sold, or flogged
aad slain, like cattle. This glaring contradiction between
principle and practice is but a natural result of inequalit
of wealth; and such tyranny and slavery will invariably
be found to exist, either opeu{y or disguisedly—upon biack
men or upon white men—in every uation, whatever its
form of government may be, where inequality of dpossessions
and the division of society into employers and employed
has existence.

If the free institutions of the Americans were acted up
to, no slavery, whether of black men or of white, could
exist in that country. But the spirit of equality, on
which these institutions are founded, is unfelt and un-
known by the people,—and why is it so? Because there
are two classes—a class to labour, and a class to controi
labour—the first poor, and the last rich. The outrage
upon principle—the glaring injustice—there observable, is
produced by the relative situation of the parties; and this
difference of situation originates from, and is maintained by,
the present arrangements of society, —which, independent
of all inequality of meuntal or physical powers in men, ine-
vitably produce inequality of condition, and divide society
into those who labour and those who set labour in motion,
and thus give the last dominion over the first. The same
iniquitous system prevails not only in the United Kingdom,
but in France, and the European republics, and throughout
the whole world; and that tyranny aud slavery should exist
so palpably under the free institutions of the United
States, only tends to enforce still stronger upon us this
indisputable and overwhelming truth,—that neither these
free institutions, nor any other political institutions having
for their object the bestowment of equal rights upon a
people, can be acted up to, or their advantages be univer-
sally enjoyed, under our present social arrangements. Slavery
in nature, if not in pame, has ever been, is now, and ever
will be, the portion of the working classes, in every coun-
try where inequality of property exists in connection with
the gradation of classes.

Let the people ofthe United Kingdom, then, pause in their
efforts to catclil the bubbles which have hitherto charmed
them ; for should they acquire all that they are now strug-
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gling for, inrespect to the attainment of whatare called their
political rights, they will only grasp a shadow—they will
but obtain the letter, not enjoy the spirit, of that great
law of equality of rights which has been instituted by the
Creator. They have before them, as an example of failure,
one of the most enlightened and powerful republics of
ancient or modern times—a nation whose form of govern-
ment is all that politicians wish for, and far more than the
oppressed people of Britain hope to obtain—and yet this
great nation, in cold-blooded cruelty, and disregard of
human rights, sinks below England herself, king-ridden
and priest-ridden as she has been for centuries!

As, then, sufticient proof is afforded us, by times past
and times present, that no form of government can insure
to a people the enjoyment of equal rights—that no form
of government, whether republican or monarchical, can
protect the productive classes from the exactions and the
tyranny of the useless classes, nor guarantee to the former
the enjoyment of the fruits of their industry—what plan
must be adopted to overthrow and destroy the secret
enemy which devours us?

It ‘requires mo arguments to prove that man was
intended, by his Creator, to live in a state of society, or
communion with his kind; and if society, in its present
state, inflicts upon any of its members as many wrongs as
it confers benefits, it cannot from hence be inferrcd that
the principle of communion is necessarily attended by
these wrongs and sufferings : it is far more rational, and
more in accordance with the perfect adaptation of other
means to other ends, to conclude that we do not act pro-
perly upon this principle of communion ; for man is much
more likely to err in following, than Nature in directing.

Equality of rights is the very soul of society; but
equality of rights cannot exist unallied with equality of
duties.” This is the sum and substance of equality. Thus,
if three men be placed upon a desart island, and they each
give an equal portion of labour for the common good,
and receive an equal reward, the communion is equally
beneficial to all the three. But if one of the party, by
force or fraud, obtain double allowance of produce for only
single work, the union cannot longer be equally beneficial
to all the three. If, again, the same man compel his fel-
lews to give him double allowance of produce for no labour
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whatever, every shadow of equality and justice vanishes at
once ; and no law nor regulation cun restore the equi-
librium of right, unless it compel this receiver of an
unearned share to give his labour for such share; for the
very essence of the inequality and the wrong consists in
the inequality of the duties rendered and the rewards
received by the several parties. There is no exponent of
equal rights but that which also stands for equal duties ;
and if duties be unequal, or equal duties be unequally
rewarded, the very principle of justice is at once invaded,
and equality of rights destroyed.

In all civilised countries, as they are called, society is
thus divided into idlers and producers—into those who
obtain double allowance for doing nothing, and those who
receive only half-allowance for doing double work; and so
long as this difference of position and inequality of con-
dition is suffered to exist, inequality of rights and laws
and enjoyments will also exist. It matters not how
society came to be in its present state. It is sufficient
that it is found thus, and that it may be altered and
amended. Why should some men receive double allow-
ance for doing ouly single work, or quadruple allowance
for rendering no service whatever? All the excessive
toil, and poverty, and misery of the working classes of all
countries arise solely from this most unjust and iniquitous
manver of apportioning the labour and the reward; and
never, until we alter the social arrangements which pro-
duce and perpetuate this injustice, can we obtain relief.
What arguments are needed to prove to common sense,
that, if ten men have to maintain twenty, the ten must
work harder or longer than if they had only themselves to
keep? What kind of equality of rights can there pos-
sibly be between the keepers and the kept? There is
neither equality of service rendered nor received ; for the
one party gives ¢ll, and the other party takes all—and
herein lies the essence and spirit of all inequality.

It does not follow, merely because society is now
divided into productive and unproductive classes, that the
divisiou is either natural or inevitable, as the political
economists have asserted. A very cursory examination of
the causes which render men rich and poor, and maintain
the inequality of condition after it has been created, will
shew us that this inequality, so far from being dependent
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on inequality of bodily and mental powers in individuals,
exists In defiance of any such inequality of powers, and is
in no way connected with these powers—that it arises
from causes which no individual can properly command or
control, whatever may be the superiority or inferiority of
his mental and corporeal faculties.

It may be consistent with the ignorance and the false
notions of things which the present social system fosters,
to contend for the excellence and the propriety of this
system, and to decry all improvement and all change; but
t\”;ose from whom the thick veil of the present has been
lifted up—who can survey the bright and the glorious
prospect contained within the future—such favoured ones,
wherever they may be, will not regard the gross injustice
and depravity which now exist in the world, as things
intended for perpetuity by an immaculate and perfect
Creator.

If the advocates of the present system, with its black
catalogue of crimes and vices—if the wealthy and the self-
styled high and mighty of the earth—can conceive of no
other system, and do not know more of the nature of man
than that he may be enslaved and degraded, they kuow but
the half, and the worst half, of his capabilities. Awful, to
such. will be the blast of that coming tempest, which the
strongest must bend to, and the highest fall down before !
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CHAPTER II.

FIRST PRINCIPLES RELATING TO SOCIETY AND
GOVERNMENT.

AN acquaintance with the first principles of things is
the end of all knowledge; and the proper application of
these principles is the end of all wisdom. Of all principles,
none are of so much importance to man as those which
influence and regulate society ; and none are so little
inquired into, or so little understood. The false views of
himself, his position, and his relation to things, which the
present system of society and the contracted education
connected with 1t, compel man to entertain, render it
almost impossible for him either to become acquainted with
his real nature, or to form any conception of the high
destiny which may be his even upon the globe he now
inhabits.

Like all other bodies, man is gqverned by certain prin-
ciples, or influences, which he obeys necessarily ; and these
influences take their rise from the circumstances in which
the individual is placed. The various institutions by which
man is surrounded, trace out the orbit in which his
thoughts, and feelings, and actions are to move; and
on he goes, for centuries, the same old beaten round of
crime and folly.  Social systems, like solar systems, con-
tain within themselves but few disturbing forces ; and it is
the nature of the same institutional circumstances, whether
good or bad, to give a general uniformity of character, in
respect to actions and opinions, to all who are exposed to
their influence. The institutions act upon the man, and
the man, in turn, re_acts upon the institutions. Thus the
aristocracy of to-day thinks and acts almost the same as
aristocracies have always thought and acted ; and the
working classes of the present time cringe to their op-
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pressors, and kiss the hand that smites them, the same as
their order did three thousand years since.

The world at large have not chesen the present social
system, and the particular mode of thinking and acting
connected with it, because it was good, nor have they
rejected another because it was bad ; but men have blindly
taken both good and bad, as they happened to turn up,
without knowing the one from the other. We of the pre-
sent day, in like manner, take principles and institutions,
and act upon them, simply because they were so taken and
acted upon by those who have gone before us.  Although
a gradual movement is ever going forward, yet society, as
a whole, has hitherto had no more inherent power within
itself to change at once the direction of its actions and
opinions, than have the planets of our solar system a power
to change their courses. Whenever a new direction is
given to the OEinions and pursuits of men, the motion is
occasioned by the accumulation of disturbing forces, or by
the unwelcome pounce of some cometary spirit on whom
no continuity of every-day circumstance has acted,—but
whose course, directed by peculiarity of position and sin-
gularity of circumstance, lies directly across or against that
of the whole of which he forms a part. And when the
current of human events is thus broken in upon, it takes
necessarily, whether good or bad, the new direction which
is given ; and this course is maintained until again changed
by new influences and new disturbances.

There always have been, in all countries and under all
forms of government, individuals in mental advance of,
and apparently in opposition to, the main body of a people.
They are the pioneers to the march of mind —the first to
give battle to prejudice, and the first to fall before it—and,
although they make the road to knowledge, to frecedom,
and to happiness, practicable and easy, they do so only by

aving it with their own bones. The vocation of these
mvaders of the dark empire of ignorance and tyranny
renders them the especial dread of despots, and all other
upholders of usurped power and unjustly-acquired wealth ;
and they are therefore always persecuted with a horrible
malignancy which no other being but man can feel and
exercise. '

When we take into consideration the various circum-
stances which have retarded human advancement, we can-
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not be surprised that the disenthralment of man from man
has not yet been achieved. Under despotisms—and the
majority of governments are little else than despotisms—
the knowledge of truth and liberty progresses slowly ; for
the gibbet and the dungeon are of too easy access to be
neglected by the governors, especially where custom has
made the immolation of a victim a matter of but little
moment. Should the ruling few think fit to give a reason
for their bloody acts, they fabricate some black and odious
lie, calculated to mislead the multitude, and work upon
their passions and their prejudices ; and the unhappy and
enslaved people are made to gloat upon the sufferings and
decry the principles of him who would have made them
cnlightene(]) and happy : they are taught to regard him as
one of the deadliest enemies of the human race, and,
believing him to be such, they exult at his discomfiture
and glory in his downfall. The governors cry ¢ Crucify
him!” and the deluded governed loudly echo “ Crucify
him !”  Should the fearless champion of truth escape for
a time with life, it makes hut little difference in favour of
his cause.  Everything is against him.  The great body
of those who are oppressed, and who stand most in need of
deliverance, are perhaps unable to read; and the oral
communication of political knowledge, even in countries
professing to enjoy the liberty of thought and speech, is
almost as slow and unsafe a method as that adopted by
means of books. Wherever the body is enslaved, the mind
is still more tyrannized over; for-the anathema of the
priest is ever at the call of the despot ; and the hereafter
of the first is always more dreaded, by an ignorant people,
than the present tyranny of the last. The minds alike of
the oppressed and the oppressor are warped and confined
from infancy to manhood; and thus, benighted and
enslaved, does generation follow generation ; and those
simple truths and principles which, under certain circum-
stances, might have become universally known and acted
upon during the passing of one generation, are, under
other circumstances, almost unknown and unregarded at
the end of centuries.

It is time that man went to first principles—it is time
that he broke through those conventional cobwebs which,
spun by his own ignorance, and fastened upon him by his
own hands, have for ages bound his body and his soul



28 LABOUR’S WRONGS AND

as firmly as if they had been fetters of adamant, and had
been imposed upon him by the unalterable decree of a
Creator. Past and present events afford ample demonstra-
tion that there is something inherently wrong in our
social arrangements—something which inevitably tends to
generate misery and crime, an(gl to exalt worthlessness at
the expense of merit. We are acquainted with justice
only by name.  Our whole social fabric is one vast Babel
of Interests, in which true charity, and morality, and bro-
therly love, have no existence. The hand of every man is
more or less raised against every other man—the interest
of every class is opposed to the interest of every other
class—and all other interests are in opposition and hostility
to the interest of the working man. This unnatural state
of things was originally induced, and is now maintained,
by man’s ignorance of, or inattention to, First Principles ;
and these principles, as promulgated in the great book of
Nature, may be thus interpreted :—

1. All men are alike, in regard to their substance, their
creation, and their preservation ; therefore the nature of
all is the same, and the absolute wants of all are the
same.

2. The materials requisite for the preservation of life—
food, clothing, and shelter—exist everywhere around us,
but they are naturally valueless to man, and cannot be
obtained by him, except through the medium of labour ;
therefore, as the life of no human being can be maintained
without a due provision of food, clothing, and shelter, and
as these cannot be procured without labour, it follows that
every human being ought to labour.

3" As the nature and wants of all men are alike, the
rights of all must be equal ; and as human existence
dependent on the same contingencies, it follows, that the
great field for all exertion, and the raw material of al
wealth—the earth—is the common property of all its
inhabitants.

These simple principles contain within themselves the
essence of that fundamental equality of rights which men
have for so many ages been endeavouring to establish ;
and all social and governmental institutions must be in
accordance with their dictates, if man would escape from
all or any of the evils which he now suffers. Such princi-
ples offer the only foundation on which human bappiness
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can be permanently established ; and they naturally sug-

st a mode of action, in respect to social institutions,
which will enable man to enjoy all the pleasures and esca
from all the ills which his nature can be cognisant of. It
is not rational to suppose that the present inequalities in
society must always exist, merely because they exist for
the time being ; nor is it in accordance with experience to
infer that, because a mode of action is invariable under
certain influences and circumstances, it will continue unal-
terable under all influences and circumstances. Man is
man at the pole as well as at the equator, but the diet and
the clothing of the one will never be adopted by the other;
nor will the selfish principle exert itself so vilely and so
evilly, in a state of society where the rights and the duties
of all are equal, as it does under the present social sys-
tem, where there is no equality either in respect to rigi\ts
or to duties, to services or to rewards.

That all men are precisely equal in their mental and
bodily powers, or that they all require the same quantity
of sustenance, no one will attempt to assert ; for absolute
equality prevails not between any two created beings. But
the inequality of powers which at present exists amongst
men, has been induced, in a great degree, by the favoura-
ble or unfavourable circumstances in which individuals
have been placed, in respect to position in society and
means of development ; and, in most cases, if the circum-
stances and influences had been reversed, the inequality
would also have been reversed. .

The proud and pampered aristocrat, who has possessed
every advantage wﬁich circumstances could afford for the
development of his tiny brains, possesses, perhaps, know-
ledge and acquirements which fall not to the son of
labour ; but, forgetful of how much circumstances of posi-
tion have done for him—forgetful that it was the toil and
privation of the working man which gave him leisure and
means—he tells us, sneeringly and insultingly, that he is
a wiser and a higher being than the man whose hoaest
hands procure his bread.  But this assumption of superi-
ority has almost had its day, and will soon be neither
heeded nor conceded ; and the unnatural barriers which
ignorance and fraud bave reared to separate men into
classes and castes, like cattle in a public market, will
be broken through and trodden under foot.
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As nature has made the preservation of life dependent
on the fulfilment of the same conditions, and has given to
every human being the powers adequate to maintain
existence, strict equity requires not only that these powers
should be duly exercised, but likewise that the exertion
should be rewarded with success; und that it is not
s0 rewarded, is not the fault of nature, but of man. Na-
ture never commits errors—never inflicts injustice; and
when she made man the slave of circumstances, and left
him at the mercy of events, she gave him faculties ade-
quate to control the one and direct the other. That
he might do this more effectually, and have dominion over
most things relating to his existence, man has been taught
to institute society ; which, if it be wisely regulated, will
enable him to accomplish, by a proper union and direction
of forces, that which no isolate«r exertion of human power
could ever achieve. This is the intention and end of
society ; and the first step to the attainment of the wished-
for power is the establishment of institutions which will
destroy or neutralise the trifling inequalities that nature
has created, and at the same time remove all the uncer-
tainty connected with the future welfare of man, and
insure him, until death, an abundance of all those things
which make life desirable.  Society, thus constituted and
regulated, will draw the whole human family into one
common hond of fellowship and union; for its very prin-
ciples, by showing to all men their dependence on all,
prove to them that man has no pre-eminence above his
fellow-man ; as the wisest and the strongest are but as
broken reeds when placed beyond the pale of society, and
shut out from the communion and co-operation of their kind.

Thus, from a consideration of the nature of man and
the object of society, a principle may be deduced, which,
although now unacted upon, and its justice unacknow-
ledged, will ultimately unite the two jagged and far-
separated ends of the social chain—forming it into a circle,
and putting the last finish upon man and his institutions,
namely :—

4. As self-preservation is the end of all labour, and as a
general natural equality of powers and wants prevails
amongst men, it should follow, that all those who perform
equality of labour ought likewise to receive equality of
reward.
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However uupalatable may be these principles, they are
not only in strict accordance with justice, but they are the
only principles capable of destroying the manifold ills
am{V miseries which a departure from them, in the present
constitution of society, necessarily engenders.

Some of those who feed upon the produce of the work-
man’s industry, and yield him no service in return, may
boldly assert that equality of condition can never have
existence; they may endeavour to prove that society is
like a human body—that there must be a head, a belly,
and members—some to govern and some to obey, some to
produce that others may consume. But this simile will
not support the cause it is brought to subserve; for
all men are of one nature—they are similar powers, or

uantities, or qualities—and. as such, there can be no

iversity of attributes amongst them. We must liken
men to each other, and bellies to each other, and limbs to
each other: we cannot compare an arm to a belly or
a head, for they are not similar powers, and the one can by
no possibility perform the functions of the other, place
them in whatever circumstances we may. But what one
man can do, another man may do,—whether it be to rule
as king or obey as subject—they are similar powers—and
therefore there never can be a natural or a just division of
society into belly and members—into mere consumers and

roducers. All men are of one substance and one nature,
they all have the like attributes, and they are all, there-
fore, equal in respect of their rights.

When we have arrived at the first principles of any
thing, we can almost see, as it were, the end of our jour-
ney, and have only to march forward upon a straight and
open road. 'We no longer wander about in a labyrinth of
doubt and conjecture, perpetually suffering wrongs and
devising and rejecting remedies ; but we know exactly
where we are, and the course which we ought to pursue.
Thus we know that life is dependent upon food, and that
food is dependent upon labour. We see at once, that,
from the very nature of things, thesc dependencies are
absolute ; and that, therefore, if labour be evaded by any
human being, it can be thus evaded by individuals
only on the condition of increased labour by the mass.
It requires no arguments, when we view for one moment
the poor toiler and the rich idler, to prove that the exemp-
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tion from labour which the latter enjoys, is attributable to
the inequali:{ of possessions which exists between the two
parties ; and it i1s equally apparent, that inequality of
possessions must have been originally induced, as it is now

rtly maintained, by the exclusive possession, b{ certain
ndividuals and classes, of that earth which rightly and
equally belongs alike to every created being. Thus the
conviction is paturally and imperatively forced upon us,
that individual possession of the soil has been one cause of
inequality of wealth—that inequality of wealth necessarily
gives rise to inequality of labour—and that ine?lua.lity of
wealth, and labour, aud enjoyments, constitute the wrong
as a whole.  This, as well as the deprivation of political
power connected with it, is the state of things to be
remedied ; and if the wrong is to be removed, it must be
done Dby removing the inequality of condition which
creates and perpetuates it.  Equality of rights can
never exist in connection with inequality of labour and
inequality of wealth. The mere fact that men have here-
tofore always been governed by unequal laws—that these
laws have been based on assumed inequality of rights—
and that the idea of inequality of rights has been derived
from inequality of possessions—ought to convince us of the
unimprovable nature of a social system allowing of the
distinctions in society which now exist ; for so long as we
hear of rich and poor—of superior and inferior — of master
and man—there can be no equality of rights, no justice,
no cessation of discontent and crime.

From the nature and position of man, and the princi-
ples which have relation to his existence, it cannot be
denied that the natural rights of all human beings are
equal. These rights, therefore, can never be given up or
taken away, for they are attributes—conditions of exist-
ence—and they are limited, in every man, only by the
equal rights of every other man. Thus, it may be said
that every man has a right to do what he likes—provided
the so doing interferes not with the EQUAL rights of his fel.-
low-math. This definition, broad as it may appear, is in
reality extremely circumscribed, and will allow neither of
licentiousness nor tyranny. It is an indisputable right of
man to live upon tiat earth on which he has been placed
by his Creator ; and this right to existence must from its
nature be accompanied, in every man, by the right of
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appropriating to himself the various necessaries of life which
he can, by his labour, compel the earth to yield him. The
exercise of these rights, in a well-regulated society, can
neither cause collision nor inflict injury; for the acting
upon them by one man does not necessarily interfere with
the same action on the part of every other man. Human
rights must all, and at all times, be tested by this princi-
ple of interference; and whenever any man, or body of
men, or government, commits an acgion or makes a claim
which interferes with the equal rights of others, a wrong
is committed upon all who are thus interfered with.

Men preceded us, and others will continue to come after
us. Generations arrive within the confines of existence
before their predecessors have departed; and, as the lives
of all are held by the same tenure, and are dependent upon
the same contingencies, the absolute rights of all to life
and sustenance must necessarily be equal.  But, from the
peculiar position in which we are placed, by the rising and
the passing generations being always mixed up together, it
is impossible to maintain this natural equality of right to
subsistence, unless the earth he comMmMON PROPERTY, and
the earth cannot be common property, nor can its bless-
ings be either universally or equally enjoyed, under any
system which admits individual appropriation of the soil.

It is labour alone which bestows value ; for labhour, as it
has been truly said, is the purchase money which is paid
for everything we eat, or drink, or wear. Every man has
an undoubted right to all that his honest labour can pro-
cure him. When he thus appropriates the fruits of his
labour, he commits no injustice upon any other human
being ; for he interferes with no other man's right of doing
the same with the produce of Ais labour. But if an
individual appropriate to himself the field on which ai)i
Jabour is exercised—if he attempt to set up a claim to any
particular part of the earth—he clearly does that which is
unjust, and contrary to the common equality of rights,

for ke interferes with the equal right of ever{‘ human being
{o appropriale that same particular spot. Priority of pos-
session gives no title whatever; nor can any duration of
enjoyment establish a right, where a right did not oriii-
nally exist. From the very nature of the thing, and the
position in which man stands with regard to his fellows,
he never did, and never can, individually, possess any



34 LAROUR’S WRONGS AND

exclusive right to onc single inch of land. Wherever such
an assumed right is set up and acted upon, there will
always exist injustice, and tyranny, and poverty, and
inequality of rights, whether the people be under the
maonarchical or the republican form of government ; for all
the wrongs and the woes which man has ever committed
or endured, may be traced to the assumption of a right in
the soil, by certain individuals and classes, to the exclu-
sion of other individuals and classes.  Fquality of rights
can tever be enjoyed until all individual claims to landed
property are subverted, and merged in those of the nation
at large.

The next step which man has ever taken, after having
claimed property in land, has been to claim property in
man ; and wherever one man possesses land, and another
has none, the latter must always be the slave of the former.
From this prolific source of evil—exclusive possession of
the soil—have arisen semi_civilized despotisms, and govern-
mental power of every desciiption; for an infringement
upon one of the rights of man soon leads to a disregard of
all his other rights.  But we have seen, from the very
nature of things, that no man can ever possess a right to
the obedience of another, nor claim property in him; and
therefore, wherever such a pretension is set up, it must be
denounced and resisted, for it is contrary to the letter and
the spirit of Nature’s great charter of equality. The
Creator of man only is the owner of man; and the
assumption of power and dominion by one man or one class
over other men and other classes, simply because the one
claims land and the other dees not, 1s as unjust as the
inequality of property is unjust upon which such claim to
excl‘usivo authority is founded.

Man, as an individual, is both weak and poor, and he
will always continue thus while isolated and alone. But
he enters society—an aggregate of weak threads produce
a powerful rope—an aggregate of individuals compose a
nation. | If man be weak and poor when left to himself, he
must necessarily continue weak and poor, as an individual,
in any and every state of socicty ; for society alters neither
his physical constitution nor his attributes—he is still no
more than one thread of the rope. By what priuciple,
then, does any individual claim power and authority over
his fellows ?  If weakness and insignificance be inherent
in one man, they will likewise be inherent in all men—
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they will differ in degree only, not in kind. A thing is
equal to itself, and a whole is greater than its part ; and
there is nothing in nature or in language that can give us
an idea of one equal being superior to another equal, or
greater than a thousand or a million of itself. Therefore
all such assumption of superiority—such toad-blown affec-
tation of supremacy—merits only derision and contempt.
There cannot, perhaps, exist a state of society without
a form of government and laws of some kind: but there
never was, and there never can be, inany person, a right to
govern ; nor can one individual ever justly make laws for
another, and call upon him for obedience. Human rights
are equal ; and human rights are the true foundation for
human laws, and the correct definers of man’s authority
over man.

Laws, if properly considered, are no more than con-
trivances to promote the welfare of society ; and therefore
they should be so framed as to afford the greatest security
to the whole body politic, with the least restraint upon the
actions of individuals.  Such being the nature and inten-
tion of laws, it is evident that all those must be both pre-
Judicial and unjust, which tend to circumscribe the rights
of individuals, without at the same time affording addi-
tional protection to the community. With respect to the
institution of laws, no minority can ever possess the R1GHT
of imposing laws upon the majority ; and therefore, wher-
ever laws have been thus imposed, a manifest tyranny has
been committed upon the majority.  Nor can a majority
ever possess the right of imposing laws upon the minority,
except such laws have for their object the equal protection
of general social rights ; for the protection of persons and
property being the chief end for which men ivstitute
laws—and as every man who respects the rights of others,
ought also to have his own rights held sacred—it follows,
that all laws instituted by either majority or minority, for
such equal protection of rights, are binding upon all. But
if, from ignorance of the nature of right, or from any
other cause, the majority or minority think fit to enact
laws which interfere with the rights of all without at the
same time affording equal protection to all, they clearly do
that which is unjust.  Of this indefensible and tyrannical
character arc the laws now existing in England and other
countries, which, under pain of fine or imprisonment,
render it compulsory on all persons to perform certain



36 LABOUR’S WKONGS AND

religious observances on a stated day. In regard to Eng.
land, these laws were enacted by an insignificant minority
of the nation, but had they been passed with the consent
of the majority, they would have been equally unjust and
tyrannical in principle, and equally worthy of detestation
and resistance ; for they trespass upon the right of one
part of the nation Yo enjoy their free will in the matter,
without affording any additional protection to the other
part. Those who enacted the laws, not only protected
their own right to perform certain services—which no one
could dispute—but they, at the same time, infringed on
the equal rights of others to dispense with their observance.
There is not one law in existence in Great Britain, which
is not more or less contaminated by this tyrannical princi-
ple of interference with private and public right, under the
guise of protecting such right.

The rights of man, from their very nature, are inde-
pendent of, and unconnected with, majorities and mino-
rities ; for such can neither give them nor take them away.
From the very priuciple of equality by which they are
regulated, it must follow, that the natural rights of any
aggregation of individuals cannot outweigh the rights of
a single individual ; and although any nation, or combina-
tion of men, have an undoubted right to institute any laws
they please reluling fo lhemselves, yet such laws cannot
justly operate upon any non-consenting party, except the
principle of equality of rights be invaded by such party.

All the forms of government at present existing are in
a greater or less degree tyrannical and irresponsible. The
wrongs which emanate from them operate upon the people,
generally, in an indirect manner, through the medium of
laws; and such laws are always necessarily imbued with
the spirit of inequality which L)erva(les the government
from which they spring. Might and Right have long
been, with rulers, synogymous terms ; and right and wis-
dom and virtue are supposed to be iuherent in certain
persong aud classes of the community, independent of
other persons and classes. But all these ideas of superior
and inferior—of master and man—may be traced to the
neglect of First Principles, and to the consequent rise of
inequality of possessions ; and such ideas will never be
eradicated, nor the institutions founded upon them be
subverted, so long as this inequality is maintained. Men
have hitherto blindly hoped to remedy the present unna-
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tural state of things, and to institute equality of rights
and laws, by removing one rich tyrant and setting up
another—by destroying exisling inequality, aud leaving
untouched the cause of the inequality ; but it will shortly
be seen, that it is not in the nature of any mere govern.
mental change to afford permanent relief—that misgovern-
ment i8 not a cause, but a consequence—that it is not the
creator, but the created—that il is the offspring of inequa-
lity of possessions ; and that inequality of possessions is
inseparably counected with our present social system.
From this it will follow, that the present state of things
cannot be remedied, unless we change at once our whole
social system ; for, alter our form of government as we
will, no such change can affect the system—no such change
can prevent inequality of possessions, and the division of
society into employers and employed—and therefore, as a
necessary consequence, no such change can remove the
evils which this system and this division of society en-
gender.

We do not act, and never yet have acted, upon those
First Principles which the Creator has instituted for the
guidance and the welfare of man; no d» we keep the
broad principle of equality i view, eithcr in our rights or
our duties, our labours or our rewards. With us, almost
everything is unequal, and unnatural, and unjust. And
why are things thus:  How is it that some men receive
only half allowance for doing double work, while others
receive double or quadruple allowance merely for looking
on? There is no principle in numbers which will maxe
one man to be fifty, or a hundred—there is no principle in
production which will enable one unaided man, with
powers only equal to those of any other man, to perform
the united labour of one hundred—and there is no prin-
ciple of reason or of justice which will allow one man to
appropriate the fruits of the labour of one hundred. And
yet this unjust appropriation has been practised and toler-
ated, in defiance of every principle of numbers and of
justice, from the creation of ‘man to the present day.
Such is the operation of the present social system—on
fraud and robbery legalised stand all its power, ana wealth,
and glory—and until this system be overthrown, and the
immutable principles of truth established, let no man
speak of pcace, or Jooh for justicc. o hope for hap-
piness !
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CHAPTER III.

THE CONDITIONS REQUISITE FOR INDIVIDUAL AND
NATIONAL PROSPERITY.

WEeRE we, apart from the feelings and the prejudices
which conventional and educational circumstances have
impressed upoun us, to take a survey of the whole human
family, we might compare them to shipwrecked men,
thrown upon an almost desert island,  There is sufficient
room for all to live and move, and plenty of the mere
elements of everything necessary to support existence ;
but nothing can be done without labour. It requires
labour to gather even the wild fruits from the trees, or the
shell-fish from the sea-shore. Without labour, we die,

Surely, the most rational mode of action for men so
circumstanced would be, to unite together in parties, work
and share alike, and render to each other mutual assistance
and protection ; for, by acting thus, the labour of each
person would be infinitely lightened, and his security he
much increased.  The strong could defend the weak, and
the wary advise the strong : all might be of service.

But men have heretofore done nothing of the kind.
The motto of almost every member of the human family
has been, and still is—“ Each for himself.” We have
pursued diflerent tracks, and have moved on alone,
although we have all been in search of the same object.
—an opject, too, which could by no possibility be obtained
by one man except through the instrumentality of his
fellows. We have been weak when we might have been
strong—we have been naked and hungry when we might
have been clothed and fed-—we have heen bitter and im-

lacable enemies when we might have been kind aud sted-
}:!st friends.
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We have suffered and sinned thus on account of our
ignorance, and our inattention to First Principles. No
common bond of sympathy and fellow-feeling has ever
drawn the hearts of men together, for there has been
among them no common interest. We have always left
both the end and the meaus to chance—to uncontrolled
circumstance—which has apportioned to each man his
labours, and his rewards, and his punishments, almost in-
dependent of ecither capability, or cxertion, or desert.
One man has found an oyster and another has met with a
shell—one man has been filled to repletion, and another
has starved,

This chance-way of maintaining life, although it may
be agreeable to the nature of brutes, was never inteuded
to be acted upon by rational beings. Notwithstanding
that we have ever claimed superiority over all other earthly
beings—and have assumed such pre-eminence solely on
account of our reason—yet hitherto, in respect to our
social institutions, we have made little or no use of this
great distinctive attribute.  Man has a reasonable as well
as an instinctive nature—each given him as a means to
attain a certain end—and each being intended to accom.
plish that which the other cannot effect. When man
grovels among the instincts, he has no pre-eminence above
a beast—he becomes not man until he reasous, and obeys
the dictates of that reason.

The present social system is based upon the instinctive,
and not the reasonable, nature of man. It gives develop-
ment and strength only to our brute perceptions and
propensities. 1t leaves our self-love to be guided by our
instinct instead of by our reason, in the formation of insti.
tutions ; and consequently, as the instinct of man is less
perfect than that of any other animal, so is the state of
society founded upon that instinct more imperfect than
the community which pature has taught the very bees
and beavers to institute.  Man has ever been in an unna-
tural position ; and therefore, of necessity, he has always
been unhappy or discontented—always seeking for change.
This restlessness—this eternal yearning after we know not
what—is not an inherent principle or faculty in man, which
must operate in all circumstances and under all influences;
for, had this universally prevalent discontent been rightly
reasoned upon, and analysed, it would have been found to
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proceed,—not fromn the nature of man, and the incompe-
tency of earthly things to make him happy—but from the
unnatural position in which man has ever existed with
respect to his fellows, and the little use and ill use which
he &ms made of his higher faculties.

Unhappiness is not felt by any created being, so long as
such being is in the position which nature intended it to
occupy ; and it is manifested equally by all, when removed
from such position. The Creator intended all creatures to
be happy, and therefore placed them in proper situations,
or gave themn attributes and faculties calculated for their
preservation and enjoyment. Experience teaches us, that
if we remove any animal from its proper position into one
alien to its nature, it immediately exhibits all that rest-
lessness and discontentment which has so long been the
characteristic of man. Man now exists in an unnatural
state—as an instinctive rather than a rational being—and
he is therefore necessarily restless and dissatisfied ; and so
he must remuin, until he alters his position. Shall we,
then, by the aid of those gigantic powers which we pos-
sess, create around us circumstances congenial to our
nature, and thus become contented and joyful; or shall
we stupidly continue to tax the Great Giver of life—that
Almigi‘:ty {’ower whose every law is immutably just—with
partiality or tyranny ?  Let us cease our maudlin lamen-
tations, and our outcries, that we only, in a universe of
adaptation and perfectibility, are lost and forsaken and
miserable beings. Let us, for once, make some use of our
much-boasted but much-neglected reason ; and take that
station—create those circumstances—fulfil that end—for
which existence was bestowed upon us.

The poverty and misery of the masses of all nations
have for ages been notorious. It was easy to make the
oppressed believe, ere Mind had touched them with its
quickening spark, that their conditien in society, as the
slaves and the inferiors of their fellow-men, was a neces-
sary consequence of their existence, and therefore unavoid-
able and irremediable. But, as time progressed, know-
ledge spread ; and the sons of labour began not only
to gizbe ieve the story of their inferiority, but likewise to
attempt to throw off the yoke of the merciless enemy which
had so long held them in thraldom. The frequent and
vigorous eéorts which kave been made for this purpose
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during the last half-century, have not been unheeded by
the vpposite party ; and they have discovered the necessit
of supporting their pretensions to supremacy and wealtﬁ
by stronger proof than mere assertion. To this end
have certain individuals examined the ground-work and
tendency of the existing system; and their labours have
ended in the crection of what is called the science of
Political Economy. The founders of this science have
gone to first principles—they have reasoned from indispu-
table facts—and they have proved, clearly and convinc-
ingly, that, under the present system, there is no hope for
the working man—that he is indeed the bondman of the
man of money—and that he is kept so by circumstances
which neither his enemy nor himself can immediately
control.

But let not the unjust man and the extortioner, where-
ever he may be, exult in the immensity of his wealth and
the unconquerableness of his power—let not a toil-worn
and an impoverished people, wherever they may be, think
that their doom is fixed, and that deliverance will never
come. That which is trug of particular principles under
certain influences, is not necessarily true of the same
priuciples under all circumstances ; nor is that degrada-
tion and poverty, which 1s the portion of the working man
under the present social system, a necessary concomitant of
his existance under any and every social system. This
shall be proved by the same principles and the same mode
of argument by which the political economists, from not
going far enough, have proved the coutrary. By thus
fighting them upon their own ground, and with their own
weapons, we shall avoid that senseless clatter respecting
“visionaries” and “theorists,” with which they are so
ready to assail all who dare move one step from that beaten
track which, by authority,” has been pronounced to be
the only right one.  Before the conclusions arrived at by
such a course of proceeding can be overthrown, the
economists must unsay or dispreve those established truths
and principles on which their own arguments are founded.

“ Society,” it has been affirmed by a political economist,
“ both in its rudest form, and in its most refined and com-
plicated relations, is nothing but a system of exchanges.
An exchange is a transaction in which both the parties
who make the exchange are benefited ;—and, consequently
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society is a state presenting an uninterrupted succession of
advantages for all its members.”

It has been to make society what it is here represented
to be—*“an uninterrupted succession of advantages for
ALL its members”—that the efforts of the truly great
and good in all ages have been directed. Society is not
thus universally advantageous to all within its pale, nor
has it ever yet been so. Ask the producers of wealth—the
despised, the toil-worn, the oppressed working men, of
any age or any nation,—if society was ever for them an
““uninterrupted succession of advantages.” Could their
voices arise from the grave—could they tell us the sicken-
ing tale of their wrongs and their miseries—how wild
would be their wailings !—how terrible their impreca-
tions! But even were history silent as to their fate,
experience is a perpetual remembrancer to the men of the
present day ; and they cannot change their situation for a
better one, nor will they ever have a proper hold upon
society, until First Principles are universally acted upon—
until we attend to those conditions which the political
economists themselves have confessed to be ““ necessary for
the production of Utility, or of what is essential to the
support, comfort, and pleasure of human life ;”—and these
conditions are :—

“1. That there shall be labour.

«“2. That there shall be accumulations of former labour,
or capital.

“3. That there shall be exchanges.”

These three conditions, be it remembered, are those laid
down by the economists. There is no reservation made—
no distinction of any particular persons or classes with
respect to whom these conditions shall or shall not have
reference. They are applied to society at large, and,
from their nature, cannot exempt any individual or any
class from their operation. ~We must, therefore, take the
conditions as they are, and apply them, with their advan-
tages and their disadvantages, toall alike.

Had these conditions been fulfilled by men, as they
ought to have been, there would now be no occasion for
forming associations to obtain political rights, or trades’
unions to protect the employed from the merciless exac-
tions of the employers. ut these conditions have been
neglected, or only partially observed, and the present con-
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dition of the working man and society at large is the con-
sequence.  From our habits and prejudices, it is difficult
to discover truths or First Principles, but it is still more
difticult to apply these principles properly, or even to con-
ceive that they may be acted upon.  First Principles are
always general in their application—not partial. The
ban—* THOU SHALT LABOUR”—rests alike on all created
beings. To this great law, from the minutest animalcule
in a drop of water, to the most stupendous whale which
dives beneath the waves of ocean, there are naturally, and
there should be artificially, no exceptions. Man only can
escape this law ; and, from its nature, it can be evadel by
one man only at the expense of another.  The law itself
is never destroyed or abrogated—it naturally and perpetu-
ally presses equally upon all men—upon the capitalist as
well as the working man—and if one man or one class
escape its pressure, the sum total of its force will bear
up some other man or class. [t is an absolute condition of
existence ¢ that there shall hie labour.”

The word “ Labour,” with most men, has unpleasant
ideas associated with it. To many, it signifies raggedness,
or ignorance, or degradation—aching bones, mental and
bodily lassitude, a gnawing dissatisfaction with every thing
around them, and a half-weariness of life. To destroy the
inexplicable feelings which excessive labour thus creates,
the over-wrought working man wants, and he must have,
some mental or bodily restorative to supply this waste of
vital energy. But the present institutions of society offer
him nothing of the kind. There is nothing around him to
raise up his prostrated soul, and enlarge and purify the
noble germ within him; for everything he hears and sees
and fecls, tends to enforce upon him a sense of inferiority
and abasement. No wonder that his manhood droops and
withers—that he secks for the momentary relaxation
afforded by debauchery—that he soon loses even the desire
to improve his very few hours of leisure, and becomes con-
tent to plod through life, not as a man, but as an animal—
eating, drinking, and working, to the end of his days.
The almighty principle of Mind, if unused and unin-
proved, sickens, and degenerates, and dies. .

Labour, like everything else, is good when used legiti-
mately, but becomes prejudicial when abused. It has
hitherto been regarded as a curse—and it has to many
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been an actual curse—only because men have not used it
rightly,. The great mass of mankind has laboured to
excess ; and, like every other excess, labour has excited
little else than aversion and loathing.

Labour ought to raise none of these unpleasant emo-
tions ; nor would it do so if taken in moderation. If we
understood things rightly, we should consider labour a
blessing rather than a curse, for it is the one great pre-
servative of intellectual and corporeal health. But, with
strange inattention to the nature and uses of things, the
world at large stamps labour, which is the parent of every
enjoyment, as not only unpleasant, but derogatory. The
working man must not sit with the idler or the capitalist,
nor must he eat with them, or associate with them., The
pot-house and the hovel are allotted to the one—the ball-
room and the palace are usurped by the other. To have
ever honestly earned a shilling, is, under the present
system, and by those who have perched themselves upon
the pinnacles of that system, considered almost as a moral
stain upon a man, which can be wiped away only by
successive generations of idlers.  Those are now the most
regarded who can point back to the longest list of ances-
tors who never did one useful thing, and who have there-
fore lived for ages upon the industry of the productive
classes, by what can only be called tolerated robbery. But
all labour must come from some parties ; and the advocate
for justice and for equal rights cannot but exclaim—* Let
those only cry out against working who can live without
gtﬁing and drinking, for none but such were intended to be
idle.”

Labour is neither more nor less than labour ; and one
kind of employment is not more honourable or dishonour-
able than another, although all descriptions of labour ma
not appear of equal value to society at large. Suc
inequality of value, however, is no argnment for inequality
of rewards ; and when we have examined the subject in all
its bearings and relations, we shall find that it is as just
and reasonable that equal labour of all kinds should be
equally remunerated, as it is just and reasonable that
labour should be universal. Man, properly constituted,
requires not the low stimulant of superior pecuniary reward
to spur him on to do his duty to his fellow-man.

All kinds of labour are so mixed up together, and so
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dependent on each other that the institution of inequality
of rewards involves more actual pecuniary injustice than
can possibly have existence under a system which rewards
all men and all trades alike, for a similar application of
labour ; whilst the moral and physical evils w{:ich experi .
ence has proved to be inseparable from the present system
of inequality—the uncharitableness, the insatiable greedi-
ness, the bloodshed, the wrongs of every.kind which the
records of three thousand years we filled with—can have
little or no existence in connection with equality of reward
for equal labour

Not only are the greatest advantages, but strict justice
also, on the side of a system of equality. It must be con-
fessed by all men, that the most important discovery or
invention, unless labour be applied to bring fortl its
results, is just as useless to us as the merest trifle.  Thus,
although it may be said that he who invents a steam-
engine confers a greater benefit upon society than the man
who makes it,—and that he who makes it does a greater
service than he who merely fills it with water and kindles
the fire under it,—yet, in reality, the labour of the last
man is just as necessary, to produce the effects desired, as
the labour of the first. The drawing or model of the
inventor is of no value until seconded by the labour o the
engine-maher ; and the perfected engine, until it be put in
motion by fire and water, is as worthless as the mere
model. The results to be produced by the instrumentality
of the engine are thus dependent, and equally dependent,
upon the labour of all the parties concerned. ~ Every man
is a link, and an indispensable link, in the chain of effects
—the beginning of which is but an idea, and the end, per-
haps, the production of a piece of cloth. Thus, although
we may entertain different feelings towards the several
parties, it does not follow that one should be better paid
for his labour than another. The inventor will ever
receive, in addition to his just pecuniary reward, that
which genius on.y cau obtain from us—the tribute of our
admiration.

Under the present social system, with its individualized
and opposing interests, and its high and low employments,
equal remuneration for c(!ual labour would be both im-
practicable and unjust. Some professions and trades, to
obtain a mastery over them, require quadruple the time
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and expense which are necessary to be devoted to others.
Such time and expense are now borne by isolated indi-
viduals ; and therefore, as the time and labour attendant
on the acquisition of particular employments are so
unequal, equal remuneration would involve a positive
injustice. But under a rational system of communion
and co-operation, where society at large would take upon
itself the education and employment of all its members—
bear every expense connected with the acquisition of
scientific attainments and common trades—and derive, in
gross, the peculiar advantages dependant upon the merely
momentary unproductiveness of scientific pursuits—equal
remuneration for equal lahour would be as just towards
the inventor of a steam-engine, as towards the maker of
the engine, or the man who sets it in motion. Under
such a system, containing institutions furnished with every
necessary apparatus for investigation and discovery, thou-
sands of persons couid easily obtain that scientific know-
ledge, and enter upon that wide field of experimental
research, which it now demands a fortune to acquire and
pursue ; and equal remuneration for equal labour would be
the true and the just recompense for all services.

In the second place, « There shall be accumulations of
former labour, or capital.”

We all know that accumulations are no more than the
unconsumed products of former labour,—whether houses,
machinery, ships, or anything else that is useful, or that
can assist us in creating more wealth. All these things
are capital. Had the first and succeeding generations of
men consumed all that they produced—had they left their
successors neither houses, tools, nor any other kind of
wealth—we should now necessarily have been, as they
were, half.starved and half-clothed savages. It is in the
power of every generation, even under the most unfavour-
able circumstances, to leave the world richer, in respect to
accumulations, than they found it ; and it is their duty so
todo. The principle of accumulating or saving seems to
be instinctive in man, for it has never yet been entirely
lost sight of, although it has been acted upon ignorantly,
and with little or no knowledge of the important results
connected with its fulfilment. We have inherited the
greater part of our present accumulation from preceding
generations, and merely hold them as it were in trust, for
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the benefit of ourselves and our successors; for the men
of the future have as good a title to them as we have.
Every generation thus receives a greater or less amount of
accumulated wealth from those which preceded it ; there-
fore, in equity, every generation is bound to provide for its
successors in at least the same ratio as itself was provided
for ; and as population is ever on the inc-ease, so likewise
ought accumulations to be always on the increase.

That which applies t. a generation, as a whole, applies
also to every individual of such generation ; and as there
ought to be national accumulation, there ought likewise to
be individual a:cumulation, for the first is dependent upon
the last. The political economists, with the cold-blooded
and calculating voracity induced by the present system,
tell the productive classes that they must accumulate—
that they nust depend upon their own exertions; but
however good the advice may be in principle, it is, while
the working man is pressed into the earth by existing
usages, no more than the addition of an insult to aun
injury. They cannot accumulate ; and the reason is,—not
because they are idle, not because they are intemperate,
not because they are ignorant,—but because those accumu-
lations, which have been handed down for the benefit of
the present generation as a whole, are usurped, and their
advantages exclusively enjoyed, by particular individuals
and classes.

The third and last condition of the economists is,
“ That there shall be exchanges.’

An exchange is defined to be a transaction between two
arties, in which each gives to the other something which
1e has not so much desire for, as he has for the article

which he receives in return.  ‘Thus everv man who works
for hire exchanges his labour for a certain sum of money,
because he would rather work, and receive the money,
than remain idle, and starve. The capitalist, in like man-
ner, would rather give his money for a certain quantity of
labour, than live upon it as long as it should last ; for he
sells or exchanges the produce of such labour for a greater
sum than the labour originally costs him, and by these
means is enabled not only to live in idleness, but to increase
his store of wealth at the same time. The capitalists, as
we have seen, call this species of exchange “ a transaction
in which botk the parties who make the exchange are
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benefited ; consequently, society is a state fpresenting
an uninterrupted succession of advantages for all its
members.”

The subject of exchanges is one on which too much
attention cannot be bestowed by the productive classes ;
for it is more by the infraction of this third condition by
the capitalist, than by all other causes united, that inequa-
lity of condition is produced and maintained, and the
working man offered up, bound hand and foot, a sacrifice
upon the altar of Mammon.

From the very nature of labour and exchange, strict
justice not only requires that all exchangers should be
mutually, but that they should likewise be equally,
benefited. Men have only two things which they can
exchange with each other, namely, labour, and the produce
of labour ; therefore, let them exchange as they will, they
merely give, as it were, labour for labour. If a just system
of exchanges were acted upon, the value of all articles
would be determined by the entire cost of production ;
and equal values should always exchange for equalvalues.
If, for instance, it take a hatter one «ﬁty to make a hat,
and a shoemaker the same time to make a pair of shoes—
supposing the material used by each to be of the same
value—and they exchange these articles with each other,
they are not only mutually but equally benefited : the
advantage derived by either party cannot be a disadvan-
tage to the other, as each has given the same amount of
labour, and the materials made use of by each were of
equal value. But if the hatter should obtain two pair of
shoes for one hat—time and value of material being as
before—the exchange would clearly be an unjust one. The
hatter would defraud the shoemaker of one day’s labour ;
and were the former to act thus in all his exchanges, he
would receive, for the labour of kalf a year, the product
of some other person’s mhole year ; therefore the gain of
the first would necessarily be a loss to the last.

We have heretofore acted upon no other than this most
unjust system of exchanges—the workmen have given the
capitalist the labour of a whole year, in exchange for the
value of only half a year—and from this, and not from
the assumed inequality of bodily and mental powers in
individuals, has arisen the inequality of wealth and power
which at present exists around us. It is an inevitable
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condition of inequality of exchanges—of buying at one price
and selling at another—that capitalists shall continue to
be capitalists, and working men be working men—the one
a class of tyrants and the other a class of slaves—to
eternity. By equality of exchanges, however, no able-
bodied individual can exist, as thousands now do, unless he
fulfil that coudition of the economist, < that there shall be
labour ;” nor can one class appropriate the produce of the
labour of another class, as the capitalists now appropriate
and enjoy the wealth which the powers of the working
man daily call into existence. It is inequality of exchanges
which enables one class to live in luxury an(f' idleness, and
dooms another to incessant toil.

By the present unjust and iniquitous system, exchanges
are not only not mutually beneficial to all parties, as the
political economists have asserted, but it is plain, from the
very nature of an exchange, that there is, in most transac-
tions between the capitalist and the producer, after the

Jfirst remove, no exchange whatever. An exchange implies
the giving of one thing for another. But what is it that
the capitalist, whether he be manufacturer or landed pro-
prietor, gives in exchange for the labour of the working
man ?  The capitalist gives no labour, for he does not
work—he gives no capital, for his store of wealth is being
perpetually augmented. It is certain that the capitalist
can have ouly his labour or his capital to exchange against
the labour of the working man ; and if, as we daily see,
the capitalist gives no labour, and his original stock of
capital does not decrease, he cannot in the nature of things
make an exchange with anything that belongs to himself.
The whole transaction, therefore, plainly shews that the
capitalists and proprietors do no more than give the
working man, for his labour of one week, a part of the
wealth which they obtained from him the week before !—
which just amounts to giving him nothing for something—
and is a method of doing business which, however conso-
nant with the established usages of the present system, is
by no means compatible with a working man’s ideas of
justice.  The wealth which the capitalist appears to give
in_exchange for the workman’s labour was generated
neither by the labour nor the riches of the capitalist, but
it was originally obtained by the labour of the workman ;
and it is still daily taken from him, by a fraudulent
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system of unequal exchanges. The whole transaction,
therefore, between the producer and the capitalist, is a
palpable deception, a mere farce: it is, in fact, in
thousands of instances, no other than a barefaced though
legalised robbery, by means of which the capitalists and
proprietors contrive to fasten themselves upon the pro-
ductive classes, and suck from them their whole substance.

Those who assist not in production can never justly be
exchangers, for they have nothing on which to draw, and
therefore nothing which they can exchange. No man
possesses any natural and inherent wealth within himself
—he has merely a capability of labouring ; therefore, if a
man possess any created wealth—any capital—and have
never made use of this capability, and have never laboured,
the wealth which he holds in possession cannot rightly be-
long to him. It must belong to some persons who “have
created it by labour ; for capital is not self-existent. The
vast accumulations now in Great Britain, therefore—as
they are neither the production of the labour of the
present race of capitalists nor their predecessors, and were
never given to them in exchange for any such labour—do
not belong to the capitalists cither on the principle of
creation or_the principle of exchange. Nor are they
theirs by right of heirship; for having been }produced
nationally, they can only justly be inherited by the nation
as a whole.  Thus, view the matter as we will, there is to
be seen no towering pile of wealth that has not been
scraped together by rapacity—no transaction between the
man of labour and the man of money, that is not charac-
terised by fraud and injustice.

Here, then, is demonstration, flowing naturally from
facts, that the three great conditions which the economists
acknowledge to be ““ necessary to the support, comfort, and
pleasure of human life,” are almost un?ieeded, and two of
them totally unacted upon, by the capitalists themselves.
The law which says “ There shall be labour,” is cvaded by
them : the law which says “ There shall be accumula-
tions,” is only half fulfilled, and is made to subserve the
interests of a particular class, to the detriment of all the
rest of the community : the law which says “ There shall
be exchanges,” is not and cannot be observed, on the part of
the capitalists, so long as they neglect the law of labour;
for, unless they themselves labour by assisting in produc-
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tion, they can have nothing to exchange. Thus the
infraction of these three conditions, by any one class,
renders it morally and physically impossible that society
should be what it ought to be— an uninterrupted suc-
cession of advantages for all its members.” Until these
laws are made to operate equally and imperatively upon
every part of the community, society must inevitably be
what it is now, and what it always has been—an uninter-
rupted succession of wrongs, and spoliations, and oppres.
sions—a system of perpetual warfare between man and
man, under the denomination of employer and employed,
in which the last must suffer all the hardship ang make
good all the damage.  The very principles that have been
laid down by the political economists incontestibly prove,
when we consider the manner in which these principles are
acted upon by capitalists and producers, that the interests
of the two parties are not identified, as those who plunder
the working man would have him to believe. The two
interests can never be identified—the gain of the employer
will never cease to be the loss of the employed—until the
exchanges between the parties are equal ; and exchanges
never can be equal while society is divided into capitalists
and producers—the last living UFOI'I their labour, and the
first bloating upon the profit of that labour.

It is plain, then, from a review of the causes which have
produced the present state of things, that, establish what-
ever form of government we will—possess whatever
merely political power we will—there never can he
equality of rights and laws amongst us, nor amongst the
people of any other nation, so long as the institutions and
usages of society make the gain of one man to depend
upon the loss of another; and place one class, by its
position, at the mercy of another class. We may talk of
morality and brotherly love, and of doing as we would be
done by ; but it is certain that men can never dwell
together in unity, and love each other as brethren, unless
they have one common end in view, and there be amongst
them a perfect reciprocity of benefits; and it is equally
certain that no such reciprocity can exist where there are
unequal exchanges, and inequality of rewards for equal
services.

The great mass of the productive classes look to univer-
sal suffrage, or the institution of a republic, as the grand
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remedy for their wrongs; but it has been shewn that these
wrongs arise from a deeper source than form of govern-
ment, and that they cannot be removed by any mere
governmental change. Under the present social system,
the whole of the working class are dependent upon the
capitalist or employer for the means of labour ; and where
one class, by its position in society, is thus dependent upon
another class for the MEANS OF LABOUR, it is dependent,
likewise, for the MEANs OF LIFE ; and this is a condition
so contrary to the very intention of society—so revolting
to reason, to justice, to natural equality of rights—that it
cannot for one moment be palliated or defended. It con-
fers on man a power which ought to be vested in nothing
mortal. Inequality of possessions give man this dominion
over his fellow-man ; and therefore inequality of posses-
sions, and not particular forms of government, constitute
the great evil :—and inequality of exchanges, as being the
cause of inequality of possessions, is the secret enemy that
devours us. No simple governmental change can affect
the present social system —can alter the relative position
of the employer and the employed—can have any influence
on inequality of condition ; therefore all such c{anges are
illusory, however cxtensive they may appear ; and must,
from their nature, be utterly worthless, except in so far as
they concern the personal liberty of the governed. Under
a state of things like that which now exists, the working
classes, no matter what may be their intelligence, or their
morality, or their industry, or their political power—are,
by the very constitution of society, and their position in it,
doomed and damned to hopeless and irremediable slavery
until the end of the world !
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CHAPTER 1V.

THE CONSEQUENCES OF NEGLECTING FIRST PRIN.
CIPLES.

IT has been shewn by the economists themselves, that
three conditions are absolutely necessary to the existence
of human society ; namely, that there shall be labour—
that there shall be accumulations of the produce of labour,
or capital—and that there shall be exchanges. It has
likewise been demonstrated, that these conditions, from
their very nature,and the relation in which men in society
stand with regard to each other, can be evaded by one
individual or one class, only at the expense of other
individuals or classes; and it follows, therefore, that every
man commits a wrong upon some part of the community,
if he render not to society an equivalent equal to the
benefits which he receives. It has been deduced, also,
from a consideration of the intention and end of society,
not only that all men should labour, and thereby become
exchangers, but that equal values should always exchange
for equal values—and that, as the gain of one man ought
never to be the loss of another, value should ever be
determined by cost of production. But we have seen,
that, under the present arrangements of society, all men
do not labour—that all exchangers, therefore, are not
equally benefited—that the gain of the capitalist and the
rich man is always the loss of the workman—that this
result will invariably take place, and the poor man be left
entirely at the mercy of the rich man, under any and
every form of government, so long as there is inequality of
exchanges—and that equality of exchanges can be insured
only under social arrangements in which labour is univer-
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sal, and where the remuneration is as equal to the labour.
A few more examples of the working of the present
system will shew us, more clearly, the utter fatuity of
attempting to remedy evils which are inherent in the very
constitution of society, in any other manner than by
a complete reconstruction of the social system.

There are in the United Kingdom, at the present
moment, many thousands of persons who have toiled hard
all their lives, and yet who are not possessed of property of
the value of one year’s labour; and there are also many
thousands who have never performed one month’s labour,
and who, nevertheless, are now possessed of wealth of the
value of many hundreds of pounds sterling. How came
these rich men in possession of this capital? They have
never laboured, and yet they are not only enabled to live
without working, but their wealth increases every year.
Some of them will tell us—and they glory in the con-
fession—that their property was acquired in by-gone
times, by conquest ; others say that their riches are the
hoarded fruits of their own industry,~—meaning, thereby,
the interest or profit which they have obtained by means
of unequal exchanges i the employment of capital ; and
others, again, merely affirm that the wealth which they
possess has been derived from their ancestors, by inherit-
ance.

The attainment of wealth by conquest is so glaringly
unjust, that all claims founded upon it stand self-con-
demned at once ; and that any individual has a right to
take to himself, or to grant to another, one single foot of
earth, has been denied and disproved already,—for the
earth is the common property of all its inhabitants, and
each one has a just claim, not to a particular part of the
earth itself, but merely to that wealth which his labour
can compel the earth to yield him.

Those capitalists who profess to have acquired their
riches by Keriving a profit from capital, through the
instrumentality of unequal exchanges, have a claim but one
degree more just than the claim by conquest. Our daily
experience teaches us, that if we take a slice from a loaf,
the slice never grows on again : the loaf is but an accumn-
lation of slices, and the more we eat of it, the less will
there remain to be eaten,  Such is the case with the loaf
of the working man; but that of the capitalist follows
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not this rule. His loaf continually increases instead of
diminishing : with him, it is cut and come again, for ever.
Every workman knows that if he save a few pounds
sterling, and come to be ill, or out of employment, he can
live only for a certain time upon this money. It is his
capital—the accumaulated produce of his own industry—
and it dwindles away until the whole is consumed. And
80, likewise, if exchanges were equal, would the wealth of
the present capitalists gradually go from them to the
working classes: every shilling that the rich man spent,
would leave him a shilling less rich ; for from the nature of
things it must follow, that if a part be taken from a
whole, that which remains must, as a whole, be less than
it was before such part was taken from it.

With respect to the acquisition of wealth by inherit-
ance, it requires but little reflection to convince us, that
past circumstances have rendered it impossible for any
member of the productive class to have accumulated, by
the most incessant hoarding of the produce of his own
industry, wealth amounting to one-fiftieth part of such
vast accumulations as so many thousands of individual
capitalists and proprietors now hold. It is evident, when
we take all things into consideration, that it would require
the handing down of the savings of many generations of a
working man’s family, to amount to the sum even of one
thousand pounds sterling; and that this could be done
only by a combination of favourable circumstances such as
would not have fallen to the lot of ene family in a million.
We all know that there have been bloody and extermi-
nating wars in all ages—that most countries, and Great
Britain amongst the rest, have at times been overrun and
plundered by bands of armed robbers, and consequently
all production of wealth been at a stand—that the produc-
tive classes alone, through the medium of unequal
exchanges, have always had to support the pride and the
pomp of aristocracy and its plaything governments—so
that it is all but impossible that any capitalist can have
derived even one thousand pounds sterling from the
actual hoarded labour of his working-class progenitors.

From the very conditions laid down by the political
economists—that there shall be labeur, and accumulations,
and exchanges—it follows, that there can be no exchanges
without accumulations—no accumulations mithout labonr.
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This latter condition alone condemns at once the cause of the
capitalist, and shews the injustice and worthlessness of the
tenure by which he holds his wealth. There are accumu-
lations, and therefore there has been labour on the part of
certain individuals or certain classes. If the capitalists
have created the accumulations they hold, the accumula-
tions are theirs by right of creation; and, if they have
obtained them by excﬁanging for them other accumula-
tions of equal value, then are they theirs by right of
exchange.  But the great mass of capitalists and
prggrietors have never laboured in the business of
production; and even had they been labourers, they
could not have created the wealth in their possession’;
for their physical and intellectual power, and their
consequent capability of ¥roduction, is not superior
to that of the great body of working men. How comes
it to pass, then, that he who is idle is rich, while
those who are industrious toil on in perpetual poverty ?
How is it that the wealth of the working mau remains
stationary, or decreases, while that of the capitalist
yearly increases ? How is it that the rising man of profit
rides upon his horse while the workman walks—the horse
gives place to the gig—the gig is superseded by the
chariot—and as the rich man grows more rich, he grows
more lazy, and performs less work? The anomaly, and
the wrong connected with it, we have seen, arises solely
from unequal exchanges ; for as, under the present system,
every working man gives to an employer at least six days’
labour for an equivalent worth only four or five days’
labour, the gains of the last man are necessarily the losses
of the first man. Every fortune, therefore, acquired under
this system by means of trade—every accumulation of the
capitalists or employers, as a body—is derived from the
unsurrendered earnings of the working class, or persons
employed ; and wherever one man thus becomes rich, he
does so only on condition that many men shall remain
poor.  All men cannot be rich, in the common acceptation
of the term ; but there is no necessity for one human
being to be poor.

Thus, in whatever light examined—whether as a gift,
or an individual accumulation, or an exchange, or an
inheritance—there is proof upon proof that there is a flaw
in the rich man’s title which takes away at once its very
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show of justice, and its value. The present wealth of the
country was not given to the ancestors of these men some
centuries since, for it did not then exist; and if any
could have been so given, it would long since have been
consumed : it has not been acquired by successive accumu-
lations of the produce of the labour of rich men, for, as a
class, they have never been labourers; and even if they
had laboured, and laboured hard, they could not have
amassed so much wealth:—it has not been obtained by
equal exchanges, for, independent of a man’s labour, equal
exchanges will not make him rich:—it has not been
acquired by inheritance—by the handing down of savings
from one generation of working-men to another—for cir-
cumstances of every kind have been unfavourable to its
transmission as well as to its accumulation:—but this
wealth has all been derived from the bones and sinews of
the working classes during successive ages, and it has
been taken from them by the fraudulent and slavery-cre-
ating system of unequal exchanges.

The principle of unequal exchanges is the very life and
soul of the present social system, and the inequality of
every kind which is inseparable from it. Wherever this
principle is acted upon, a man’s riches, or his success in
life, will be dependent neither upon his morality, nor his
mental or corporeal faculties. TEvery individual has au
undisputed rith to the possession and enjoyment of any
wealth which his industry or frugality will enable him to
accumulate ; but let a working man-under the present sys-
tem, be as industrious and frugal as possible, the proceeds
of his labour will never make him rich, nor enable him to
live for any length of time without working. If he would
become wealthy, he must change his position in socicty
and instead of exchanging his own labour, must become “a
capitalist, or exchauger of the labour of other people ; and
thus, by plundering others in the same manner as he was
plundered, through the medium of unequal exchanges, he
will be enabled to acquire great gains from the small
losses of other people.

The present system, wherever it enriches a working
man, does it thus:—He has accumulated, or borrowed,
we will suppose, £100, and takes his station as a capi-
talist; he “{speculates” with this money—that is, he
makes an unjust and unequal exchange—he purchases a
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commodity at one price, and without adding any increased
value to it by his own labour, he sells the commodity for
double the sum which it originally cost him : and thus he
becomes rich at the expense of others. Or again, he pro-
cures a certain quantity of labour for his hundred pounds,
and he sells the product of such labour for two hundred

ounds. Now, if the labour was originally worth two

undred pounds, and this newly created capitalist gave
but one hundred for it, he has clearly defrauded his work-
men of one-half their just due; and if the labour was
worth only one hundred pounds, and the capitalist has
obtained two hundred for it, it is equally clear that he has
defrauded the parties with whom he made the second
exchange, for he only gave them the one hundred for their
two hundred. All the gain thus acquired by the capi-
talist, whether from the first or the second exchange, is
extracted entirely from the productive classes. Socicty at
large consists only of two parties—those who work, and
those who do nothing. From the nature of the case, how-
ever, the idlers cannot have been defrauded by the
unequal exchange, for, as they do not labour, they can
have nothing of their own to exchange ; so that the whole
gain—the wﬁole accumulated profit, or interest, or whatever
else it may be called, which every capitalist receives under
the present system—is taken from the producers at large
—from the very working class of the community, for they
only have wherewith to exchange—and that is, their
labour, and the produce of such labour. The capitalist,
by thus continuing to “ exchange,” is shortly in possession
of as many thousands as he originally had hundreds—and
this, too, with little or no labour on his part—until at
length he retires to enjoy himself on his “honest gains.”
The sons follow the course of the father—they live in
luxury and idleness, and so they become, and breed away,
ad infinitum, a race of “capitalists 1”

Such is the origin of the great majority of petty capi-
talists who now grind the working classes into the dust.
But of‘all the vast wealth thus obtained by unequal
exchanges, it is self.evident that the original stock only—
the hundred pounds, or whatever it may be—is all that
each capitalist is justly entitled to. This hundred pounds
belongs to the capitalist—it has, we will suEpose, been the
produce of his own industry—and to it, therefore, he is
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justl?' entitled. But here the justice of his claim ceases ;
for all the wealth which this sum is instrumental in pro.-
ducing, by means of the labour of others, belongs to others,
and not to the owner of the hundred pounds. This
money possesses not within itself the power of locomotion,
nor any other action—it is no more than the representative
of a certain quantity of produce, and can of itself do
nothing—it is neither worn, nor broken, nor deteriorated,
after it has been thus instrumental in production. The
capitalist receives it back in the same state as he lent it
out—he is not one farthing lessrich from the circumstance
of others having made use of his money—therefore, hav-
ing lost nothing, he is in strict justice entitled to no com-
pensation—to nothing except a reward for his labour
equal to that which any other man receives for an equal
cxl)euditure of labour.

The political economists and capitalists have written
and printed many books to impress upon the working mau
the fallacy that “the gain of the capitalist is not the
loss of the producer.” We are told that Labour cannot
move one step without Capital—that Capital is as a
shovel to the man who digs—that Capital is just as neces-
sary to production as Labour itself is. The working man
knows all this, for its truth is daily brought home to him ;
but this mutual dependency between Capital and Labour
has nothing to do with the relative position of the capi-
talist and the working man; nor does it show that the
former should be maintained by the katter. Capital is but
so much unconsumed produce ; and that which is at this
moment in being, exists now independent of, and is in no
way identified with, any particular individual or class.
Labour is the parent of it, on the one side, and mother
earth upon the other ; and were every capitalist and every
rich man in the United Kingdom to be annihilated in one
moment, not a single particle of wealth or capital would
disappear with them; nor would the nation itself be less
wealthy, even to the amount of one farthing, It is the
capital, and not the capitalist, that is essential to the
operations of the producer; and there is as much diffe1-
ence between the two, as there is between the actual
cargo and the Dbill of lading.

From the relation which capital and labour bear to each
other, it is evident that the more capital or accumulated
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produce there is in a country, the greater will be the
facilities for production, and the less labour will it require
to obtain a given result. Thus the people of Great Bri-
tain, with the aid of their present vast accumulations of
capital—their buildings, machinery, ships, canals, and
railways—can produce more manufactured wealth in one
week, than their ancestors of a thousand years since could
have created in half a century. It is not our superior
physical powers, but our capital, which enables us to do
this; for, wherever there is a deficiency of capital, pro-
duction will progress slowly and laboriously, and vice
versa. From these considerations, then, it is apparent,
that mhatever is gained to cAPYTAL, is likewise gained to
LABOUR—that every increase of the former tends to
diminish the toil of the latter—and that, therefore, every
loss to Capital must also be a loss to Labour.

This truth, though long since observed by the political
economists, has never vet been fairly stated by them.
They have even identified Capital with one class of the
community, and Labour with another class—although the
two powers have naturally, and should have artificially,
no such connection. The economists always attempt to
make the prosperity, if not the very existence, of the
working man dependent upon the condition of maintaining
the capitalist in luxury and idleness. They would not
have the working man to eat a meal until he has produced
two—one for himself and the other for his master—the
latter receiving his portion indirectly, by unequal ex-
changes. By thus dividing society inte two classes, and
keeping separate the labour and the capital, the econo-
mists and capitalists are enabled, by unequal exchanges,
to maintain the supremacy of their class over the working
class; and then they infamously and blasphemously tell
the latter, that this state of things has been so ordained
by the Almighty !

Under the present social system, Capital and Labour—
the shovel and the digger—are two separate and antago-
nist powers ; and such they always have been, and ever
must be, when existing in connection with particular
individuals and classes.  Although Capital and Labour
are intimately conuected with and dependent upon each
other, and both work together for a common end—that
end i8 PRODUCTION, and not the exaltation of one man
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and the abasement of another. In connection with parti.
cular individuals and classes, however, Capital and Labour
can have no community of interest—they will ever be in
perpetual hostility—for the gain of the capitalist is always
the loss of the working man, and the poverty and toil of
the last is a necessary cousequence of the wealth and the
idleness of the first.

Of all the vast wealth now existing in the United
Kingdom—worth, as it is, so many thousands of millions
sterling, and produced, as it has been, by the labour of
the productive classes during many centuries—of all this
immense wealth, the share which the working man holds
and enjoys is but as an ounce to a ton—a drop to an
ocean—in comparison to that which the present social
system has enaEled the capitalists to obtain possession of.
The share of the working man has never yet been greater,
and never will be greater, even if millions upon millions
he annually produced, so long as the principle of unequal
exchanges is tolerated ; for this alone will maiutain the
present division of society into capitalists and producers,
and rear the wealth and the supremacy of the one, upon
the poverty and the degradation of the other. When the
workman has produced a thing, it is his no longer—it
belongs to the capitalist—it has been conveyed from the
one to the other by the unseen magic of unequal exchanges.
The working man, notwithstanding all his toil, finding
himself as poor as ever, forthwith labours away to produce
more wealth ; and this, again, is conveyed to the capi-
talist in the same manner as the first was. And thus,
oppressed and plundered, must the working class toil on
to the end of the present social system ; for the capitalists
and the employers, as such, will always have interests
opposed to those of the producers at large. It is the
interest of the working man to acquire as much wealth as
posssible by means of his own labour—it is the interest of
the capitalist to acquire as much wealth as possible by
means of profit, or the labour of other people; and as all
profit must come from labour, and as the wealth of the
capitalist is but an accumulation of profit, the gain of the
capitalist must be the loss of the working man.  The very
nature of the ‘exchange” which takes place between the
parties will inevitably perpectuate the wealth of the one
and the poverty of the other ; and thus effectually subvert
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all equality of rights and laws, whatever may be the form
of government established, and whatever may be the merely
political power placed in the hands of the working man.

Under the present social system, the capitalists and
employers are not only distinct from, but they are in a
manner independent of, the working class. They have
the whole control of all the operations of trade—at their
fiat production goes forward, or languishes, or ceases alto-
gether—the working man is made comparatively comfort-
able, or he starves by inches, In all trades and professions
the capitalist or employer receives double or quadruple
remuneration for single work, or for no work whatever.
This is the great source of Labour’s wrongs. The essen-
tial principle of a well-constituted social system—EquaL
EXcHANGES—is now unheeded, and the working men of
all trades are exposed to every wrong and every injustice
which the rapacity of their fellow-men can inflict upon
them. There is no social or governmental wrong which
is unconnected with the neglect of the great principle of
Equal Exchanges, or equal remuneration for equal labour ;
so long as there is inequality of remuneration there must
be inequality of exchanges—there will be inequality
of wealth and condition—there will be evasion of
labour by some classes at the expense of other classes
—there will be rich and poor—there will be tyrants
and slaves. The whole question of remuneration and
exchanges resolves itself simply thus:—Shall fifty men
receive two pounds sterling each for a week's labour ; or
shail they receive only one pound each, and give the
remaining fifty to the capitalist? The producers at large
can surely have but one opinion on this question; and
they will not for ever tolerate the glaring injustice which
gives to one man, for one man’s labour, the same sum as is
given to fifty men for their whole united labour.

When the term  universal labour” is used, it is merely
meant to imply that all persons shall, at some period of
life, render society a proper equivalent for the benefits
which society has conferred upon them. This just prin-
ciple has never yet been acted upon; for, one class has
conferred all beunefits, and another class has received all.
Wealth will ever be created by the working class, and be
appropriated and enjoyed by the capitalists and proprie-
tors, until cqual exchanges shall compel the latter to
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labour, and at the same time prevent them from obtaining
possession of the fruits of the labour of others., The
word ““labour” applies not only to bodily and mental
exertion in the business of direct production, but likewise
to services of any kind which have a tendency to increase
man’s knowledge and happiness. We have faculties cal-
culated for high as well as for low enjoyments; but the
production and proper distribution of wealth is the first
thing to be considered, because it forms the foundation on
which the superstructure of pleasures essentially human
must be based. The mind must be provided for as
well as the body, or we fulfil but half the end of our exis.
tence, and enjoy but half the happiness of which that
existence may be made susceptible. To this end there
must always be division of labour—there will always he
some whose mental superiority will qualify them to be the
directors of their fellows—there will always be some who
are pre-eminent in letters, and the arts and sciences—but
all such are only parts of the great whole, and are as depen-
dent on their fellows, as their fellows are upon them. As the
dependence, therefore, is equal, the labour should bhe
equal ; and, whether the labour be equal or unequal, the
remuneration should ever be in proportion to the labour,
whatever may be the character or the results, or the end
of that labour. Division of labour must never be lost
sight of, for it is the lightener of man’s toils, and the first
step to civilization and refinement.

In defence of the present social system, the capitalists
and employers, when they hear of dissatisfaction, tell us
that the working class of the united kingdom have little or
nothing to complain of—that they live under institutions
comparatively free—that they can either work or let it
alone—and that they are better fed, and clothed, and edu-
cated, than even kings were in times of old. To render
yet more striking the contrast between the present and the
past condition of the producers, old records are brought
forth to show that the working men of former times were
bought and sold, like so many horses, along with the estate
to which they were attached—that their houses were but
assemblages of sticks and stones, with windows destitute of
glass—that they slept upon rushes strewed upon a damp
clay floor, and had a log of wood for a pillow—that they
lived upon the coarsest food, and scarcely tasted flesh a
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dozen times in the year—that they had neither books,
newspapers, nor knowledge, and had to either work or
fight as their masters and owners thought fit. If all this
be true, and the working class be now much better off than
their predecessors were, it is no reason why they should not
be still better off, and equally as well off as those who
tell them to hold their tongues, and be contented with the
position which they now occupy. All happiness is com-
parative ; and it is not in human nature to remain satisfied
with any station, so long as it is cognizant of a better ; nor
will men submit to be measured by a low standard, so long
as there is a higher one in existence. Why should enor-
mous masses of wealth be in the possession of the idle and
the profligate, when the industrious and the honest are
without a penny ?  Why should well-fed and well-clothed
insignificance roll slothfully along in its splendid vehicle,
in pursuit of new pleasures to tempt its palled appetite,
and the toil.worn artizan be compelled to plod to his daily
work, with half_clothed back and hungry belly ? There is
no reasoun given, for there is not one to be found. The
immaculate Spirit of Justice which exists throughout cre.
ation, tells men, in accents of eternal truth, that He never
instituted these most unjust distinctions amongst them.
The productive classes of the United Kingdom are
weighed to the earth by such a variety and mul-
tiplicity of burthens and wrongs, that enumeration
and description both fail in bringing into view the
sum total. The ills they suffer are brought home
to them through every sense; for sight, hearing, smell,
taste, and feeling alike proclaim the wrong, and tell men
that a remedy 1s needed. These evils are so interwoven
into the present system—so ramified and entangled—so
assimilated into every social and political institution—that
the productive class can only free themselves by cutting
through all at one blow. Every mere governmental remedy
has been proved fallacious and useless. One remedy yet
remains to be tried, and one only—that of changing the
very course of human society, and sweeping away, at once,
the accumulated wrongs of thousands of years. Some
amongst us may start at the magnitude of the remedy pro-
posed, but the change is no more than will be-necessary to
effect the gigantic evil which consumes us. Let those who
think that less will do, turn over the page of history—Ilet
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them look back to the working man of all ages, under all
forms of government, under all systems of religion—and
they will find that the wrongs and the evils of which we
now complain have always existed. Has not every effort,
petty or mighty, moral or physical, been insuflicient to
shake off that crushing incubus which has for so many ages
deadened the soul of the producer of wealth? Does not
every struggle of the working man fail to subvert that un-
seen power which chains his prostrated energies to the
ever-moving oar of capital, and gives him up, bound body
and soul, to every ill that the governmental and ecclesias-
tical tyranny of class and caste may choose to inflict upon
him ?  If despotism, or the exercise of undelegated au-
thority by particular individuals and classes, could have
done it, there has been despotism enough —ifliberty, cither
as merging into licentiousness, or as connected with obe-
dience to a political authority self-imposed and subject to
})opular control, could have done it, there has at times been
iberty enough—if prayers, and sacrifices, and burnt-
offerings could have done it, the shouting and the in-
cense-smoke which have ascended upwards for four thou-
sand years would have prevailed! Away, then, with any
and every remedy which falls short of the establishment of
First Principles. This is the only remedy which man
has not yet tried ; and from the nature of'the wrong, it
is the only remedy which can be effective.
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CHAPTER V.

THE GOVERNMENTAL BURTHENS OF THE WORKING
CLASS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM.

I~N that interminable torrent of progression in which all
things move man may make attempts to stand still, but
all his efforts will be futile. What he considers perfect
to-day, he is willing to alter a little to-morrow. The
omnipresent spirit of Motion is within him and around
him ; and, almost without being conscious of it, man
moves along with the rest of things. Although thus per-
petually changing and making changes, men scarcely ever
like these changes when subjected to their influence for
the first time. We become accustomed to go through
life, as it were, in a kind of jog-trot ; and anything which
tends to accelerate our speed, or make our journey more
easy and pleasant, is always, at the beginning regarded
with dislike. Afterwards, however, when we have become
habituated to the new order of things, and are about to
mazke a further remove, we cling to the last change with as
much pertinacity as we at first displayed in rejecting it.
Although old shoes may fit us easier than new ones, we
are never thereby prevented from throwing the old aside
and obtaining the new; for everything—an institution as
well as an article of apparel—must be new hefore it can
be old.

Men have in all ages cried out against changes of every
description ; and if their dolorous prognostications of the
evils attendant on changes could have retarded the march
of events, we should now have been no better than naked
and half-famished savages; for the barbarian, like the
civilised man, has the best possible social system, the best
form of government, and the most rational religious belief,
that man can institute or the Creator of man ordain.
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Since, then, we have progressed thus far, why should we
not take another leap, and make the world all that poets
ever dreamed of, or good men ever longed for? Vhy
should we not institute a system of action, with regard to
each other, based on those immutable principles of justice
and equality which alone are capable of making man as
happy as he is mighty ? We have seen plainly that, by
the present constitution of society, the millions are a
doomed class—that, from the position in which they stand
with regard to capital and the capitalist, their condi-
tion is unimprovable and their wrongs irremediable —and
that, as a body, they will remain oppressed and impover-
ished, even if they produce a million of pounds sterling
worth of wealth in the place of every thousand which they
now create. The subversion of this unjust system, and
the institution of one more in accordance with the nature
and attributes of man, will be anything but difficult ; and
we should be bound to attempt the change, if success were
only just within the verge of possibility.

If the productive classes require a stimulus to exertion
in the noble cause of their redemption, let them view, side
by side, their governmental and their social burthens—
those attributable to monarchy, and those arising froin
that system of inequality of which monarchy is no more
than the impersonation—and it will be seen that the
working classes of the United Kingdom are, by unequal
exchanges, annually plundered of the produce of their
labour to an amount almost incalculable ; and that, so long
as this system of unequal exchanges is tolerated, the pro-
ducers will be almost as poor and as ignorant and as hard-
worked as they are at present, even if every governmental
burthen be swept away, and all taxes be abolished.

The mere fact that our present social system enables
hundreds of thousands of able-bodied men to exist in
uselessness, and without returning any eyuivalent for the
many benefits which they receive, ought to be a sufficient

roof to every producer, that the system is a bad one.

he gain of an idle class must necessarily be the loss of an
industrious class: and although the manner in which the
former obtain possession of their wealth may be called
legal, yet is the transaction nothing less than a robbery
upon the working man. It is these idlers only who deny
that the producers are plundered. These capitalists and
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proprietors do not attempt to assert that they live without
eating and drinking, but they gravely affirm that they
have a just claim upon the workman for subsistence—that
they have a perfect right to enjoy life without labour.
They found their claims upon their own assertions, that
the {and belongs to them, the houses belong to them—
the machinery and money belong to them—everything
belongs to them. They tell us, moreover, that there is
perfect reciprocity of benefits between the capitalist and the
working man ; and that the former is justly entitled to a
share of the produce of the latter, in consideration of allow-
ing him to make use of those accumulations which the
present system enables the capitalist to obtain possession of.

We have already seen that thesc capitalists and proprie-
tors never had, and never can have as individuals, any
right to the exclusive possession of either the land or the
accumulations ;—that the land was never given especially
to them by the Creator, nor sold to them by him, nor
given to other parties who had power to sell it, or give it,
but that it is a gift to all living beings in common; and
that the accumulations now in existence have been pro-
duced by Labour, and to Labour only, therefore, do they
justly belong, for no equivalent has the capitalist yet
given for them. But even if all the land and the machi-
nery and the houses did belong to the capitalists, aud the
working class were not in being, the former would not there-
by be enabled to evade the great condition ““that there shall
be labour.” Their wealth would leave them the choice
only of working or starving. They cannot eat the land
and the houses; and the land will not yield sustenance,
nor the machinery make clothing, without the application
of human labour. Therefore, when the capitalists and
proprietors say that the working class must support them,
they likewise say, in effect, that the producers belon
to them as well as the houses and lands do—that the
working man was created only for the rich man’s use!
If particular classes have received a special license from
the Almighty, to have and to hold all that is good on
earth, and to keep the labourer in eternal bondage, let
them shew the record, and we will speak no more of the
wrongs of the working class. :

Every working man of the United Kingdom knows and
feels that he is a member of a plundered and degraded
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and despised class, but he is ignorant of one half of the
burthens which he sustains, The greater part of his load
is unseen by him, and it is this circumstance which causes
him to bear his lot so long and so unrepiningly. Their
governmental burthens—their enormous taxes—are be.
lieved, by most of his order, to be all that they sustain ;
and to get rid of these, they would have a share in the
government, through the instrumentality of universal suf-
frage—or they would alter the very form of their govern-
ment, and exchange an irresponsible king or queen for a
chief magistrate elected by themselves. When, Lowever,
the working class have viewed their social as well as their
governmental wrongs—when they have compared the drain
of the one with the drain of the other—when they become
conscious of the immense amount of wealth which the
present system enables certain classes of the community to
abstract from them—they will scout the idea of any
change which falls short of the total subversion of this
system and the establishment of one founded on the broad
principles of justice and equality which we have been
considering.

Man has ever yet been the property of man; and no
mere governmental change, if engrafted upon the present
social system, will permit him to be otherwise Although
we have long thrown away the name and the livery of
slavery, vet are the working classes no less owned than
their ancestors were in times of old. They toil, while
others are idle—they produce, and others consume—the
one class order, and the other obey—therefore are the pro-
ducers still slaves, in the true sense of the term ; and alike
suffering as they suffer, and toiling as they toil, are the
enslaved millions of king-governed Europe, and the shadow-
grasping millions ofrepublican America. W hatever else may
be done, the principle and practice of slavery can never be
destroyed, nor can man become truly free, until labour be
universal and exchanges equal.

There are in the present year a.p. 1838, in the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, about 25,000,000
of inhabitants,~men, women, and children. To support
the general government of the country, pay the interest of
what is called the ¢ National Debt,” and the numberless
pensions and salaries enjoyed by those who rule us, there
18 raised and expended annually about £50,000,000. Of
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this vast sum—greater, perhaps, than is received by any
other government in existence—nearly £28,000,000 is
required for the “interest” of the National Debt—about
£7,000,000 is taken for the support of an army of 100,000
men—4=£5,000,000 is wanted for the navy and ordnance—
and the remainder is swallowed up in pensions, salaries,
and other expenses connected with that complicated
machine calles monarchical government.  To the
£50,000,000 squandered in this manner, by the general
government, must be added the many rates annually raised
for the support of the local governments connected with
counties, towns, and parishes, and which likewise amount
to many millions sterling.

The “ National Debt”—the interest of which forms so
prominent afeature in ourexpenditure—formerly amounted
toabove one thousand millioas of pounds sterling ; but isnow
rather under eight hundred millions. This enormous
sum was partly borrowed, and partly pretended to be bor-
rowed, from certain persons in our own country, by an
irresponsible and tyrannical government, for the purpose
of carrying on bﬁ'}ody and exterminating wars against
alimost every nation on the face of the earth. The future
will in vain ask of the past what benefits resulted from
these wars; but the debt contracted on their account,
although pretended to be still in existence, has been paid
by the productive classes two or three times over, through
the medium of what goes by the name of “interest,” and
by changes in the currency.

£

In 1688 this debt was.............. 664,263
Inl702 ....cvverevnenneneen.. 16,394,702
Inl7l4 .. cviiviinnennnnen... 54,145,363
In 1775 ceieiiiiinneeiennee...128,5683,635
Inl793 oiviiiiiiiinneeee....239,350,148
At the Peace, in 1815 ........ 1,050,000,000

We often hear of the gross ignorance and brutality of the
peﬂ;le of former ages, and of the spread of true religion in
moderntimes, A bloated and self_appointed hierarchy weekly

roclaim the moral revolution effected at home and abroad
Ey hosts of priests and missionarics, and daily reiterate
their calls for contributions to carry forward the holy work.
But the progress of this national debt, gives the lie direct
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to all these boasted ecclesiastical performances ; and pro-
claims, in a voice which pulpit declamation cannot drown,
that, however creeds and dogmas may change to suit the
spirit of the times, true religion is as much unknown in the
gresent century as it was in the fire-and-faggot times of

opish persecution. This debt, and the wholesale massacres
connected with it, have steadily kept pace with modern
art, and science, and religion; and every engine of
destruction which ingenuity could invent, has been
employed by modern Christian rulers and defenders of the
church, in the ancient kingly pastime of extermination.
All history tells alike the same tale of kingcraft and priest-
craft ; with which, and the present social system, true reli-
gion can have nothing to do.

The £800,000,000 to which the debt has been reduced,
is said to be owing, by the nation at large, to about 279,751
individuals in various ranks of society, and these persons
receive the annual £28,000,000 of interest amongst them,
for which they render no labour whatever.

The immense increase which has taken place in this debt
in Jater times, was occasioned,—not by em‘eavours to repel
aggressions from bands of ruthless invaders—not by exer-
tions in the cause of civilisation and refinement—not by
efforts to conquer the powers of nature, and make them
subservient to the happiness of man—but by the insane
attempts of a despotic and ignorant British government to
arrest the march of mind, and keep dowr the sonl of man,
and the rising spirit of liberty. This government, how-
ever, desperately wicked and brutally depraved as it was,
arose spontaneously from our present social system—-our
system of classes with opposing interests: the atrocious
acts perpetrated by this government resulted from its very
constitution—from the habits, opinions, and position in
society of the men composing it; and such detestable
crimes, and the like profligate waste of money, have always
resulted and ever will invariably result from every government
80 constituted—from every government arising from a part
instead of a whole—from every government formed of and
by rich men.

The truth of this assertion is not disproved by the pre-
sent condition of the people of the United States, whose
government has not yet committed such crimes against
whole nations—who owe no debt—and who call themselves
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Republicans. Their position, and their poverty in regard
to men and money, have so far saved them. But it has
already been shewn, that from the very nature of things
there can uever be a true republic—there can never be
equal rights and equal laws—under the present social
system. This system itself—whatever may be the form of
government instituted at an! particular time—has an
invariable and inevitable tendency to generate inequality
of wealth, and therefore every other description of
inequality ; and must sooner or later merge all republics
into monarchies, or despotisms of some kind ,as all Ynistory
proves to us. The same mighty principle of evil—inequality
of wealth in connection with the gradation of classes—has
pervaded almost every nation and every form of govern.
ment which has existed ; and the same wrongs and miseries
have ultimately befallen the working class under republics
as under monarchies. The United States’ government,
whatever it may be called, is, like that of Britain, the
government of a class—the government of the men of
money ; and there is no flagrant violation of justice—no
wanton outrage upon the rights of man—which that
government does not permit to be openly practised, by its
half-hatched aristocracy, upon the two millions of enslaved
human beings in the republic; nor does any European
war of aggression—any effort of a crowned despot to esta-
blish man’s supremacy over man—offer one feature of
injustice or outrage which is not likewise to be beheld in
the United States’ war of usurpation and extermination
against the aboriginal inhabitants of that portion of
America,

In addition to the vast sums which have been wrung
from the people of the United Kingdom, and wasted for
such abominable purposes as the destruction of human
life and the enslavement of body and mind, we must take
into account the blood spilled, the tears shed, the hearts
broken, throughout the enacting of the long and dire tra-
gedy. These form the blackest and the heaviest items in
the account of monarchical misrule.  During the last
century or two, there.have been twenty-four wars between
England and France, twelve between England and Scot-
land, eight between England and Spain, and seven
between England and other nations—in all, fifty-one!
The ascertained amount of British money expended, during
the last six great wars, is as follows :—
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£
. War ending 1697, cost ...... 21,500,000
. War ending 1712, cost ...... 43,000,000
. War ending 1737, cost ...... 46,000,000
. War ending 1756, cost ...... 111,000,000
. American War, 1775, cost .... 139,000,000
. War from 1793 to 1815 cost .. 850,000,000

S O QO DO

These sums, doubtless, fall far short of the actual
amount expended ; for the real cost of war is unknown
and unappreciable. Besides the money thus sacrificed,
the number of human beings that perished during four of
these wars have beeu thus estimated :—

. 100,000 slain.
War ending 1697 ‘{ 80,000 died of famine.

War ending 1756........ 250,000 slain.
Warof 1775, .. ceevnn... 200,000 slain.
War from 1793 to 1815,.2,000,000 slain!

But these wars have cost other nations much, as well as
the people of the United Kingdom. The very last long
war, from 1793 to 1815, besides burthening Britain to the
amount of £850,000,000, cost :—

£
France ...... teseitareesaesnessass 090,000,000
AUStMA . ceerereneeneererennnennans 220,000,000
The other Sates of Kurope ..........1,012,000,000
The United States of America ...... 27,000,000

Forming a total of £2,699,000,000—all wasted—all worse
than wasted—by men calling themselves Christians, for the
purposeof plunderingand destroying other Christians! These
vast numbers slain, and this immense amount of money lost,
includes only the fighting men, and the sums spent by the
several governments engaged. The more innocent victims of
the demoniac spirit of inequality—the fathers, and mothers,
and children, amongst the people of the several coun'‘ries,
who perished by violence, and the misery and waunt inse.
parable from war —are not placed in the acconnt. Their
ruined homes, and plundered wealth, and blighted happi-
ness, count as nothing in the cost, when despotism estimates
its losses !

Although most of these wars and crimes and losses may
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be ascribed to the existence of the monarchical form of
§overnment, with its irresponsibility and its “right

ivine,” it must never be forgotten, when we enumerate
our wrongs and look for remedies, that the monarchical
form is the natural and spontaneous production of the
present social system ; and that, therefore, this form can
never be permanently altered, nor the miseries and wrongs
which flow from it be escaped from, unless the parent and
the cause—the system—be itself changed. Were all Europe
to be revolutionised and republicanised to-morrow, and an
absolute equality of mere governmental power to be
established amongst the people of the several States, such
equality would totally disappear before the end of twenty
years. Society at large is thoroughly imbued with the ram-
pant spirit of inequality and exclusiveness—inequality and
exclusiveness in respect to worldly condition,and education,
and caste—and this inequality and exclusiveness would
speedily generate institutions agreeable to their own nature,
and destructive of any political equality which might be
established. History gives us ten thousand damning proofs
of the inherent corruption of the system of inequality, in
the ultimate subversion of all just governmental
institutions.

The capitalists and economists tell us that the enormous
taxes required to support our government fall alike upon
all classes of the community—upon the wealthy idler as
well as upon the industrious prmfucer——and that, in fact,
the rich capitalist pays a much greater amount than the
working man. If we looked only at the taxes paid by each
class directly—without taking into consideration where
these taxes come from, and who are the persons that bring
them into existence—it certainly would appear as if the
greater weight fell upon the rich man; but it is not in
this way that the working man must estimate his burthen.
We have only to regard the first great condition of produc-
tion—the creator of all wealth and the supporter of all taxa-
tion—“That there shall be labour,”—and we see at oncethat,
so far fron thecapitalists and proprietors paying the greatest
amount of taxes, they in reality pay nothing whatever ! We
discover that the productive classes, and the productive
classes only, pay the whole amount. If a man assist not in
production, he can have nothing of kis own wherewith to
pay taxes; and therefore, although the mere capitalists
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and wealthy proprictors may pay certain sums to the tax-
gatherer, they pay them only nominally. The money thus
paid merely passes through their hands ; for, as they are
non-producers, it could never justly belong to them ; and
therefore it is a complete perversion of language—a gross
falsity—to say that these men pay taxes, when they have
neither produced them, nor given any equivalent for them.

Under the present social system, the capitalist is placed
in such a position, that no tax whatever, whether great or
small, direct or indirect, can touch Aim. He is out of the
reach of taxation ; and he is so because he is beyond the
pale of production. While he continues to be a non-pro-
ducer, no property or income tax can gain anything from
him. Such modes of taxation would merely compel the
capitalist to disgorge a part of the wealth which unequal
exchanges had enabled him to obtain from the working
man. The relief which the latter would obtain by such
disgorging, and by such a plan of raising taxes, would,
however, be only apparent ; for the very position of the
capitalist, as the exclusive holder of the soil, as exclusive
possessor of the national accumulations, and as the exclu-
sive controller of the labour of the people, enables him, by
raising profits or lowering wages, te reimburse himself for
any loss which he may sustain by means of taxation. An
income or property tax would never actually make the
class of capitalists one penny poorer, nor the working class
one penny richer, than they are at the present moment.
The rich would still maintain their wealth and their supre-
macy, and flourish, as they now do, upon the wrongs of
the working man. We never had, and never can have,
any possible method of coming at the capitalist, and
uprooting the poison tree of his unhallowed dominion, but
that of establishing the great laws of UN1vERsAL LaBour
and EquaL Excuanegs. This is the only brand which
can stay their hydra-headed growth for ever!

Thus, when we go to the origin of the wealth of the
capitalist, and unmask the transaction which takes place
between him and the working man, it is most palpably
apparent that the whole enormous taxation of the United
Kingdom—the fifty millions of pounds sterling consumed
by the general government, as well as the many millions
levied in rates for the support of the various local govern-
ments—rests solely upon the productive classes !—upon
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those classes of which the working man is the foundation
and the supporter |  All the lavish expenditure and profli-
gate and shameless waste which has ever characterised the
British Government beyond that of any other on the face
of the earth, comes at once from the pockets of the pro-
ductive classes—has been produced through the instru-
mentality of their heads, and bones, and sinews; and yet
they are told that they are not plundered—that the
burthen of taxation rests not upon them ! "The producer
once believed that this gross falsehood was the truth—he
was once ignorant that the labour of his class created all
wealth—and he foolishly thought that the taxes which the
capitalist appeared to give up, were paid by him in reality.
But the darkness of ignorance has passed away from before
the working man—he has found out how it comes to pass
that some men are rich and some poor, some men em-
ployers and some employed—he has discovered how
unequal exchanges make the gain of the first to be the
loss of the last ;—and he now sees, by the full glure of
Reason’s day-light, that all wealth comes from him—that
all taxes are paid by him—that all the idleness and pomp
and vainglory which oppresses and insults and defies him,
is maintained in its power and efliciency at his cost !

Here, then, is an answer to those who say that the pro-
ductive classes are not plundered. Here is a sum of fifty
millions sterling which the enemies of Labour acknow-
ledge that they yearly receive for the support of what they
call a “ government ;” and it has been proved, upon prin-
ciples which cannot be controverted, that not one farthing
of this money comes from the non-productive capitalist
and proprietor. Here is nearly one-sixth of the annual
value of the labour of a great nation swallowed ui by its
government !  Here is £50,000,000 annually taken by
this government, that the industrious people may be pro-
tected from robbery !—hundreds of thousands of them
slain, that they may live in peace and harmony !—every law
of nature and of justice outraged, that they wmay learn
religion and morality !

Well might thousands and hundreds of thousands of the
productive classes of the United Kingdom look, for relief,
to an alteration in the form of their government—well
might they view, with envy, the economical system of the
United States, and sigh for a republic ;—and to a revolu-



LABOUR’S REMEDY. ki

tion, and the establishment of a similar republic in the
United Kingdom, the long-endured oppression and increas-
ing misery of the working classes must svon inevitably
lead us, had we not another and a better end in view. A
change in the form of the British Government—a change
from a hereditary and irresponsible dynasty to that elec-
tive and representative form called a republic—would
apparently save the productive classes a few millions ster-
ling per annum; but they have a far mightier object
within their grasp than the accomplishment of a simple
governmental change; for experience has taught them
that, under the existing social system, no form of govern-
ment can long remain effective of good to the people.

It is now, then, no longer a question between the governed
and the governors—no longer an affair merely of pounds,
shillings, and pence ; but the present is a matter between
man and man—it is a question of justice or injustice, of
equality or inequality, of exaltation or degradation—it is,
to the working man, a question of life or death! A move-
ment amongst the masses of the United Kingdom will
inevitably take place—upon the objects of that movement
will depend its success as a means, and its value as an end.
The subversion of a social system, it will be shewn, when
determined upon by a people, is as easy a matter as the
subversion of a government ;—and, haviug the true wrong
and the true remedy before them, the productive classes
surely will not, by attempting to obtain a part rather than
the whole, re-fasten the chains which are falling from
them, nor endure in perpetuity the accumulated 1lls and
wrongs which their cFass have sustained since the com-
mencement of civilization. With less than a social change,
the blood and the tears of the toil-worn will be for ever
drunk up, with a searing and consuming fire, from the
golden altars of “ CAPITAL.” There will on the side of
the last be no remorse—there can for the miseries of the
first be no relief.

It is the common practice of the self.styled wise n en of
all generations, to declaimn against any changes which are
above their own shallow comprehension, or which extend
beyond the contracted circle of themselves and their class.
Such persons appear to have no idea that the world can go,
in after times, any way different to what it went at the
precise time they existed. The past is a blank to them,
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and therefore the future is as a sealed book. To such men,
everything that happens to be farther from their eyes than
the ends of their own noses, is “visionary”—everything
which they will not set themselves to perform, is unaccom-
Elishable by others. There are many of these mental

linkards at the present day ; and any man who dares but
to hope that the sons of labour shall not always be oppressed
and enslaved—that men will not always be compelled, by
circumstances, to hate and injure each other—that wars
shall cease, and mankind dwell together in harmony,—any
man who dares thus to hope that a brighter and a better
day is coming, is the most visionary of all visionaries !
The terms love, and charity, and morality, imply—if inter-
preted by the acts of these wide-mouthed and narrow-
ribbed screamers against innovation—not things to be felt,
and practised, and enjoyed, but certain effete and incom-
prehensible essences, to be preached about in pulpit and
platform harangues for the edification of the poor and the
oppressed.

Generated by the present system, and fattening on its
corruptions, we never find these scorners of good men and
good works to be in poverty—we never find them honour-
ably and laboriously engaged in the production of wealth—
but, like the scum upon the boiling pot, they dance upon
the surface of society—they are ever well to do in the
world—always on the watch for « profit.” The vocation of
such men is, to buy cheap and sell dear—to accumulate
wealth by unjust and unequal exchanges—to batten upon
the fruits of the workman’s toil.  These drivellers loudly
inculcate the practice of morality and virtue; but,
although they see vice and misery overspreading the whole
carth, and every moral injunction unheeded and unful-
filled,—these self_justified Pharisees will themselves do
nothing towards accomplishing the end which they so
often profess to have in view. ~On the contrary, they are
perpetually spouting forth their frothy and unmeaning
gabble, against all innovators and all changes.  The world
must wait their bidding to move forward, or they hiss and
scream like frightened geese.

The injunctions and precepts of religion and morality
are intended as rules for Euman guidance, or they are not :
if they be not so intended, and are no more than the dis-
tempered ravings of some enthusiastic visionary, we can at
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any time lay them aside ; but if they are intended to be
fulfilled and abided by, and we find that our present social
system utterly precludes such fulfilment, then are men
bound to alter this system, and to institute such social
arrangements as will enable them to carry out, to the
fullest extent, those important principles, Let those who
uphold the present system shew, if they can, that it is
impossible for human beings to dwell together more har-
moniously than they do at present—that there will continue
to be the same incentives to vice and ill-will as there now
are, if men establish a system which will guarantee equal
rights, by enforcing equal duties. We can show those who
will not hear of social changes—all history will prove to
them—that the social institutions of man have hitherto
been incompatible with the existence of equal rights, or
charity, or morality, or true unity; and if these things
are necessary to our happiness, then must we, as rational
beings, eschew all institutions and modes of action that
are subversive of so many things essential to human hap.
piness.
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CHAPTER VL

THE SOCIAL BURTHENS OF THE WORKING CLASS OF
THE UNITED KINGDOM.

A coNSIDERATION of the nature of wealth, and of the
conditions necessary to its creation, has shewn us that the
whole accumulated taxation of the empire rests entirely
upon the productive classes ; that it is thus made to rest
upon them through the instrumentality of the present
system of unequal exchanges; and a further consideration
will prove the truth of the assertion which has been made,
that this taxation, great as it is confessed to be, sinks into
insignificance when compared with the other pecumiary
burthens which the present social system compels the
productive classes to sustain.

We will now, then, bring into view, and place in the
account of their losses, that indirect and almost unseen
transfer of wealth from the working class to the capitalist,
which is hourly taking place through the instrumentality
of that same accursed system of unequal exchanges which
makes the former bear all the governmental burthens.
We have no correct returns for this part of Labour’s out-
goings. The account would be too startling, too astound-
ing, too destructive of every civil institution now existing,
to be given by any government arising from, and existin
in connection with, the present social system.  Althoug
it may not be possible to ascertain precisely the sum which
is thus abstracted from the working classes, we may
approximate sufficiently near the truth to form a just
conception of the magnitude of the wrongs inflicted upon
them ; and we shall at the same time perceive, more
clearly, the utter fatuity of expecting permanent relief
from any change short of an entire change of system.



LABOUR’S REMEDY. 81

As a first step to the calculation, we will suppose the
opulation of the United Kiungdown of Great Britain and
Yrelund to be, in round numbers, 25,000,000 of human
beings. All these individuals must be fed, clothed, and
housed in some way or other—they all make a perpetual
call upon the material of subsistence, whather they labour
or not, and whether much or little is produced by those
who perform the labour. Some of them, perhaps, con-
sume and waste their thousands of pounds sterling a year,
whilst others starve upon as many thousand pennies. But
if we take every thing into consideration—the compara-
tive numbers of rich and poor, the price of food and
clothing, and the number of children—we may safely, for
the sake of data, estimate the entire maintenance of the
twenty-five millions of people to be worth, on the average,
at least £15 per head annually. ‘This gives £375,000,000
as the yearly value of the maintenauce of the whole
people of the United Kingdom. We do not, however,
employ ourselves merely in producing articles of subsist-
ence, for our labour creates, likewise, many unconsunable
articles. We every year add to our stock of accumulations,
or capital, by increasirg the number of our houses, ships,
implements, machines, roads, and other assistants to fur-
ther production, besides making good all wear and tear.
Thus, although our subsistence may be worth but three
hundred and seventy-tive millions sterling a year, the total
annual value of the wealth created by the people of the
United Kingdom will not be less than five hundred mil-
lions sterling. A near approximation to this result has
been given at various times, and by ditferent persons ; and,
in the present state of statistics, it is perhaps as near the
truth as we can arrive.

This vast amount of wealth, let it be borne in mind, is
not created by the labour of every individual comprised in
the twenty-five millions of inhabitants. The half of this
number are females; and of the remaining half, some are
too old to work, some too young, some too lazy, and some
cannot get work to do ; so that we cannot calculate upon
having above one-fourth of our population, or about six
millions of men—that is, those between the ages of four-
teen and fifty—as effective producers. Of this number,
however, scarcely five millions can be said, under the
present arrangements of society, to assist in production.;
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for thousands of able-bodied men in Great Britain are
compelled to stand idle while the work which they ought
to do is being performed by women and children ; and
hundreds of thousands of men in Ireland can obtain no
employment whatever. Thus less than five millions of
men, assisted by a few thousands of women and children,
have not only to create produce for the consumption of
themselves and families, but likewise for the whole mass of
willing and unwilling idlers, and unprofitable labourers of
every description, amounting in the aggregate to twenty-
five millions of human beings.

If we were withont the vast accumulations of machinery
of various Linds which we possess, society would not be
in the state in which it now 1s.  There would neither be
so many rich nor so many poor: for the present number
of working men, if unassisted by machinery, could not
support themselves and the present number of idlers and
unprofitable labourers in the manner in which all are now
supported. The agricultural and manufacturing machi-
nery of every kind which we bring to our aid in the
business of production, has becn computed to perform the
labour of about one hundred millions of effective men. It
is this giant auxiliary that has assisted us to repair the
vast losses which we have suffered by the wasteful and
almost incessant wars in which we have been engaged : it
is this mighty power which enables the productive classes
of Britain to create an amount of wealth adequate to sup-
port the enormous drain which is perpetually taking place
upon them : it is this gigantic instrument of good or evil
— this machinery—and its application under the present
system, which has generated the hundreds of thousands of
idlers and livers on profit who now press the working class
into the earth.

Thus machinery coptains within itself both a bane and
an antidote ; for while it has, more than any other thing,
been a means of bringing about the present social crisis, it
has at the same time opened a path by which every
endured and every threatened evil may be escaped from.
The present constitution of socicty has been fertilized by
machinery, and by machinery will it be destroyed. The
steam-engine, although it creates wealth, has nothing to
do with the application or appropriation of it ; and what-
ever may be the inequality of condition and the suffering
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generated by the operation of this great power, the power
itself is not accountable for such things, and its destruc-
tion would not be the true remedy. The machinery itself
is good—is indispensable ; it is the application of it—the
circumstance of its being possessed by individuals instead
of by the nation—that is bad. So long as machinery is
thus exclusively possessed by individuals and classes, its
advantages will be partially enjoyed—it will be a curse
rather than a blessing to those classes of the community
by whom it is not possessed ; for it dooms them to be the
slaves and the prey of their fellows.

It is the great object of man, in all states of society, to
obtain the greatest possible amount of enjoyment with the
least possible pain and labour to himself; and everything
which helps him to attain this end, must of itself be good.
Of all the assistants, however, which human ingenuity has
yet called into existence, none are so important as those
contrivances which compel fire and water, and wood and
iron, to do the work of human bones and muscles. The
present poverty of the working class arises, not from the
fact that their labour is superseded by machinery, but
from the circumstance that nearly the whole of the wealth
created by the machinery is swallowed up by the rapa-
cious aristocracy of the hall parlour and the mill counting-
house.

The five millions of men already enumerated as assisting
in production, will include all who labour little or much—
the actual distributors as well as the producers—all those
who can be said to yield society any equivalent for the
benefits they receive. Some of these persons do not work
five hours a day, while others, again, toil on for fifteen
hours ; and when to this is added the time lost by the
compulsory idleness of great numbers in times of depres.
sion in trade, it will be found that our annual production
is created and distributed by less than one-fitth of the
community, working, on the average, ten hours a day.

Thus it appears that there are necarly one million of
able-bodied men who do nothing towards the production or
proper distribution of wealth,—comprising landed pro-
prietors, large capitalists, soldiers, &c. But if we suppose
that the wealthy non-producers of every description, with
their families, and dependents, amount ouly to two mil-
lions of persons, yet this number alone would cost the
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worhing classes £80,000,000 annually, if their mainten-
ance were averaged, like that of the latter, at £15 per
head. But it so happens, that the great body of these
non-producers belong to what is termed the * independent”
order—that they waste, or consume unprofitably, a great
part of the conveniences and nearly all the luxuries which
the toils of the working classes produce ; therefore, upon
the most moderate computation their maintenance will
cost not less than £50 per head. This gives a total of
£100,000,000 as the annual cost of the mere drones of
society—the utterly unproductive, and worthless, either
in respect to ornament or use!

It 18 in this manner, and on this principle, that the
working classes must estimate their burthens. IHere it
is at once seen, that the mere idlers of the community
anpually absorb an amount of wealth, above double that of
the whole governmental taxation of the empire! And the
common sense of every man will at once tell him, that,
under the present arrangements of society, no change of
government—no political power possessed by the working
class—could save them this sum. It would be taken from
them just the same under an economical republic as it is
under a profligate monarchy.

It has been laid down as a principle, recommended by
reason and sanctioned by justice, that all those who per-
form equal labour should receive an equal reward. It is
only by acting upon this principle that the present order
of things can be done away with, and equality of rights
he established and enjoyed. “Under present arrangements,
however, the reward is greatest where the labour is least ;
and of the five millions of men engaged in production and
distribution in the United Kingdom, the remuneration is
as unequally and as unjustly bestowed as it is possible for
it to be. Thus, in estimating their losses under the present
system, the working class must put into the account,—
not only the whole experse of the general and local govern-
ment, amounting to at least the annual sum of £60,000,000
—not only the cost of the wealthy drones, and idlers. and
unproductive lahourers, amounting to the aunual sum of
£100,000,000—hbut likewise the double and quadruple
allowance received by the various classes of small proprie-
tors, manufacturers, and tradesmen, in the shape of profit
and interest. Upon the most moderate computation, the
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share of wealth enjoyed by this extensive portion of the
community will amount to not less than £140,000,000
annually, above the average of what is received by an equal
number of the best paid of the working class. 'l'%lus, along
with their government, the two classes of idlers and livers on
froﬁt—comprising, perhaps, one-fourth of the entire popu-
ation—absorb about £300,000,000 annually, or above one-
half of the entire wealth produced! T'his is the great wrong
—this is the evil for which the working classes want a
remedy—this is the secret enemy that devours them,

In the various sums and numbers here mentioned, none
are supposed to be precisely correct, for we have few data,
except those furnished by observation and experience,
from which calculations can be made. As a whole, they
may be greater or less; but, as parts, they will bear about
the same mutual relation as is here assigned them. They
are but examples of the working of the present system of
unequal exchanges, and shew the utter inutility of simple
governmental changes in alleviating burthens inseparably
connected with the social system. The present arrange-
ments of society, therefore, it is plainly seen, cost the work-
ing classes, in taxes to goverument and in rent and profit to
proprictors and capitalists, the enormous annual sum of
£300,000,000 sterling, which is an average loss of above
£50 per head to every working man in the empire !—This
leaves no more than an average of about £11 per head per
annum, to be divided amongst the remaining three-fourths
of the nation. From calculations made in 1815, it ap.
Y;ars that the annual income of the whole people of the

nited Kingdom amounted to about £430,000,000; of
which the working class received £99,742547, and the
rent, pension, and profit class £330,778,825! The whole
property in the country was at the same time calculated
to be worth nearly three thousand millions of pounds
sterling.

There is, perhaps, scarcely one man in the United King-
dom who is ignorant of the fact, that there are many hun.
dred idlers in the country who receive £10,000 or £20,000
a year in what are called rentsand profits. For these
sums, no equivalent is rendered to society at large; but
this noney is exacted by sundry proprietors, because cer-
tain persons occupy houses or grow corn upon lands which
these non-producers tell us belong to them. We have al-
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ready seen, from a consideration of the conditions connected
with these possessions, that the capitalists and proprietors,
as such, have no claim to them—that they never produced
either the lands or the houses, nor gave any real equiva-
lent for them—but that these possessions truly and justly
belong to the nation as a whole. Notwithstanding, how-
ever, the gross wrong committed upon the productive
classes, the capitalists and proprietors have hitherto received
this money almost unquestioned. But it has been per-
ceived by them, that the present fraudulent system could
not always go on unexamined—that the insufferable bur-
thens sustained by the working class would be certain,
sooner, or later, to incite them to inquire what became of
the vast amount of wealth annually drawn from them—
and that they would set about devising remedies. The
capitalist, therefore, and the livers on rent and profit—
ever ready to excuse their rapacity, and maintain them-
selves in wealth and idleness at the expense of the working
class—have endeavoured to render to the latter an account
of their stewardship, that the plundered might not trouble
themselves by inquiring into the subject. To this end,
they tell us that it is utterly impossible for any individual
to consume £10,000 or £20,000 a year ; and that of the
sum so reccived by any idler, a very small portion only is
consumed by himself and family—the remainder being
employed in setting labour in motion. and thus assisting
in further production ; so that, in reality, the rich and idle
capitalist and proprietor are of great benefit to society,
because they fulfil the duties of distributors! Thus, the
advocates for exorbitant individual wealth and inequality
of condition endeavour to make it appear, that the actual
loss to the working part of the community, by these rich
idlers, is only just so much as the indivitﬁnals themselves
consume— not the whole of £20,000 which they yearly
receive and spend.  Admitting this to be the case, the loss
to the working class will still amount annually to the
£100,000,000 before stated ; for the loss is occasioned by
the unprofitable employmeut and the waste of labour
which these idlers cause, as well as by their mere mainten-
ance. The man of £20,000 a year will keep his servants,
horses, dogs, and other incumbrances, none of which—
although all of them may work—yield any actual service
to the community at large: they are not engaged in the
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business of production, nor are they advancing, in any
way, the interests of society : they give no profitable la-
bour in exchange for the maintenance they receive ; and
therefore their consumption, as well as that of their em-
ployer, the idler, is a dead loss to the producing community.

There are many, even amongst the working class, who
still think, as they have been taught to think, that these
“ independent” idlers are a great blessing to the commu-
nit‘i’. “ Look,” cry these benighted men, “ how Lord So.
and-so spends his money! See what numbers of servants,
and horses, and dogs he keeps, and how good it makes
trade ! Were it not for such as him, poor folks like us
would starve !” Itis sickening and pitiable to hear such
exclamations as these come from the very same despised
and oppressed beings from whom the money was originally
taken !—who thus manifest an almost idiotic joy at behold-
ing a wholesale plunderer squander away their money !—
money produced by their toil and deprivation !

It is well that we are no longer ignorant that Labour is
the creator of all wealth, or we might suppose that the
vast sums annually received by capitalists and landed pro-
prietors were paid by their tenants, because the money
comes directly from them. But these tenants do not in
reality pay the rent, for they lay the whole of it upon
their produce. The consumers of the produce then ap-
pear to pay it ; but all those consumers who belong to the
trading classes cover themselves by placing a certain profit
upon the articles in which they deal.  Thus the charge is
perpetually shifted from one class to the class immediately
below it, until, at length, its whole accamulated weight rests
solely upon the working class. Without labour there can
be no production—no rent—and the rent or profit receiv-
ed by any proprietor or capitalist, is but the representative
of so much produce and so much labour.

As it has been before observed, the present system of
unequal exchanges originally created, and now maintains,
this gradation of classes—this division of society into a
class to pay rent, and a class to receive and enjoy it ; and
there will always be a class of workers and a class of idlers,
and the gain of the last will always be the loss of the first,
so long as men thus exchange unequally with each other.
There never can, from the very natore of things, be equal
rights and equal laws in a state of things like this; for the
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very spirit of inequality and injustice exists in every in-
stitution and governs every transaction. Under present
arrangements, every thing goes frum the creator of wealth
—the working man—step by step, and paying tribute to
every other class, until it arrives in the shape of £20,000
a year at some capitalist or proprietor—who takes this
money, not in exchange for his labour—not in exchange
for anything—but it is given to him because the usages of
society, without the least shadow of reason or justice, have
ordained that it shall be so!

No other than the present social system could by any
possibility create and perpetuate the gross injustice which
1s now iuflicted upun the great body of exchangers—the
working class. They are plundered on all sides, and preyed
upon by all other classes. They form, like their parent
earth, a common pasture-ground, on which all crawling
and creeping things may feed and fatten.

Nothing but a total change of system—an equalising of
labour and exchanges—can alter this state of things for
the Letter, and ensure men a true equality of rights. There
examples of the working of the present system may
likewise serve to explain the manner in which the systemn
ought to work. For iustance—the £20,000 received by
any proprietor or capitalist, for rent or interest, is a part
of the surplus of production over consumption—it is as
so much clear profit, to be enjoyed by man as a reward for
his toil. In the case of the landed proprietor, the parties
more immnediately concerned in the production of the
£20,000 rent—although the working men of all denomi-
nations indirectly contribute to it—are, first of all, the
Jabourers of the farmer, who receive an annual £20 or £30
for their labour of ten or twelve hours a-day; then come
the farmers, each of whom, perhaps, clears £200 a-year
for his labour of six hoursa day; and the landholder re-
ceives the £20,000 a-year for uo labour whatever. It
matters not how many working men may assist in creating
this sum—it stands apart from them, and is not enjoyed
by them ; but were the two great laws of universal labour
and equal exchanges in force, this £20,000 of reut or profit
would be, as it ought to be, equally divided amongst and
enjoyed by the parties assisting in its production. The
twelve hours of the one portion, and the six hours of the
other, and the perfect idleness of the last, would, if thus
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equalized, inflict but very moderate labour upon all con-
cerned ; while the various sums of £30, £200, and £20,000,
if likewise equally divided—as they would be by a system of
equal exchanges—would at once place the working man in
that position, and afford him all those advantages, to which
he is so justly entitled by his labour and his usefulness.

The same injustice which is inflicted npon the agricul-
tural labourers by the present system, is suffered, likewise,
by the working men of all trades. The labour in all is thus
unequal, and the remuneration is thus unequal. The gain
of the class of capitalists and employers is always the loss
of the working class.

Let, then, the working men of every grade and every
employment ponder but for one moment upon their situa-
tion as it is, and as it may be and ought to be. It isin their
power to alter, at ouce, the whole character of the present
corrupt and unjust system of society; and when the cause
of ill 1s thus removed, the various effects now observable
will be known and felt no longer. They can change their
inordinate toil, and poverty, and discontentment, into com-
parative recreation, and wealth, and joy. The movement
will have no danger in it—the advantages to be obtained
are not the creations of a distempered brain. The pro-
ducers have but to make an effort—and by them must
every effort for their own redemption be made—and their
chains will be snapped asunder for ever. They know that
their labour, with the assistance of machinery, creates
wealth of the annual value of about £500,000,000, and
they know, also, that nearly two thirds of this vast sum is
absorbed by the rich idler, and the half-employed and mis-
employed tradesman.  Why should not society be consti-
tuted so that double this amount may be created, and the
toil of the workman at the same time be decreased one
half ? To attuin this end, two things only are necessary—
capital and labour.  With regard to the first, all the accu-
mulations of capital—the machinery and implements—by
which the creation of wealth is now effected, exist around
us on every side ; and it will only require the same appli-
cation of lahour the next year, to produce similar results
to those which have been accomplished during the past
year. By labour, the preseut accumulations of machinery
and implements may be indefinitely increased ; and, as they
are increased, enjoyments will be increased and labour will
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be diminished. As for the labour, it is within the bones
and sinews of the producers. Thus all the materials of
success are in existence, and it will only require a proper
combination and organization of the power which the pro-
ductive classes possess, to effect all that the heart of man
can wish for. Surely the sufferings and the wrongs en-
dured by the working man for four thousand years, under
all systems of religion and all forms of government, will
have taught him that no mere governmental change can
give him that equality of rights and enjoyments which un-
fettered justice would award to him. No such changes will
have the power to exalt the producers above their present
degraded level, for they can huve no eflect upon their posi-
tion with respect to other classes. They will still be the
mere footstool—still the dregs of society—to be thrown
aside, and left to rot, when their usefulness has passed
away. Such has ever been the fate of the workmen’s order,
and such it always must be, so long as society is divided
into employers and employed—and the last are placed, by
their position, at the mercy of the first.

It is only by acting upon those principles of justice and
equality which we have been considering, that man can do
away with all tyranny, all poverty, and all wrong. No
other than these principles are capable of uniting families
and nations into one vast fraternity ; for, from their nature,
they strike at once at all that has hitherto made men dis-
united—Inequality of Labour—Inequality of Wealth—
Inequality of Power.

We have now viewed, side by side, our governmental
and our social wrongs—we have placed n different scales
those burthens imnposed upon the productive classes by a
monarchical form of government, and those which owe
their origin to the present social system, of which mo-
narchy and aristocracy are no more than natural off-shoots.
A further consideration of the case will convince us, that
the remedy for the greater evil may be just as easily ob-
tained as the remedy for the least ; while, in respect to
the advantages to be derived from each, there can be no
comparison.

Having thus probed the evil to its core, who can be sur-
prised at the discontentment of the toiling millions? Who
will start at their fierce and deep-breathed imprecations on
a system which yearly plunders them of wealth of the value
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of three hundred millions of pounds sterling—a system
which compels them to produce this vast amount for the
enjoyment of those who treat them with derision and con-
tempt ? Shall the working man everlastingly toil and sweat,
and be for ever thus plundered, aud degraded, and tram-
pled upon ? Is it to pamper the unholy pride of those who
thus abuse him, that the infancy of his little ones is seared
and blighted amid the foul and steamy air of cotton mills
and factories ?—that his own manhood is bowed down with
the premature age produced by excessive toil 7 Shall his
complaints be always hushed by the roaring of artillery—
his indignant hecart stilled by the thrust of the bayonet—
his upbraidings stifled in dungeons? If he would have
things to continue thus, let him still go on, as he has here-
tofore done, drivelling and dreaming of relief from legisla-
tors and governments—from classes and castes, who, de-
riving their wealth and their supremacy from his toil and
abasement, know him only as a bondman or an inferior.

If the working man would change this state of things, he
must look no longer to mere effects—he must at once de-
stroy the causefrom which his sufferings arise. Equal rights
and equal laws cannot, from the nature of things, exist in
connection with unequal duties, unequal wealth, and unequal
exchanges. It is not a form of government which the work-
ing class must blame for their wrongs, but the system of
society from which that form springs—it is not their
oppressors and murderers whom they must curse, for it is
the system which makes them oppressors and murderers—
it is not the rich and the grasping capitalist whom they
must abuse and persecute for their poverty, but they must
alter the system which makes one man rich and another
man poor.

When our governmental and our social burthens are
thus separately examined, how insignificant appears the
merely monetary saving which a change in the form of our
government will enable us to effect, when compared with
that which a change in our social system will produce.
Even admitting that its cost may be greatly lessened, what
will it matter to the working man how much is saved in
the expense of government, if he have not the enjoyment
of such saving? Aud it has been proved, upon principles
which cannot be controverted, that his very position in
society debars him from receiving much, if any, relief from
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reduced taxation. The wealth which the working class
would create, and the portion of it which they would
enjoy, would not be affected by changes in government—it
would still be determined by causes, and be dependent on
classes, that no political power would enable the producer
of it to control.

Let the working classes of the United Kingdom, then, if
they can, hesitate to decide between two remedies—a
social and a governmental remedy—the one of which will
save them £300,000,000 millions a year, and enable them
to produce everything they want by the labour of six or
eight hours a day; while the other, if carried to its
utmost extent—thc subversion of the monarchy and the
institution of a republic—cannot, from the very constitu-
tion of society, save them even twenty millions a year, and
will compel them to toil on, in utter hopelessness and
poverty, until the race of man becomes extinct. A change
of the social system will be a perspective as well as a
present advantage. It will affect all future generations of
men as well as ourselves ; and all the benefits which we
shall derive from such change will increase, instead of sub-
stracting from, the enjoyments of those who come after us.
A system based upon the laws of Universal Labour and
Equal Exchanges can alone do all men justice, and make
society truly “a state presenting an uninterrupted succes-
sion of advantages for all its members.”

“ He who hath wife and child, hath given hostages to
Fortune ;” and ought not Fortune, likewise, to give him
hostages?  The toils of the past and the present should
always secure to the working man and his family the
enjoyment of the future.  But the present system offers
the worn-out workman no enjoyment—atd no alleviation
of unmerited distress and poverty, except in connection
with degradation and hardship. And, again, what kind of
a welcome and a shelter does society at large now offer
to the wife and the children of the expiring working
man—to those for whom he has worn out his strength in
unremitting toil? Nome.  They warder over the earth
as poor and pennyless beggars, or, like criminals, they are
confined in pauper prisons. The mother becomes sepa-
rated from the children, and the children are parted from
each other—the chords which bound their young hearts
together are snapped asunder for ever—and they wander
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over the face of the earth homeless and friendless, despised
and enslaved because they are ignorant, and disregarded
and ill-treated because they are poor. Is it to be wondered
at that these unfavourable circumstances should do their
work—that misery and prostitution is the portion of the
one sex, and the transport-ship or the gallows the fate of
the other ! Even the small and miscrable pittance which
grinding Capital permits tired Labour and unprotected
childhood still to enjoy, by means of what are termed
“ poor-laws,” will shortly be withheld. These miserable
substitutes for justice, ineflicient and almost worthless as
they are, will soon exist only in name; for it has been
acknowledged by those who drink up the very life-blood of
the working class, and who are now experimenting as to
the length which human endurance of oppression can go,
that ““ poor-laws” are a great and growing evil, which must
by some means be got rid of,

Look at the present social system on whatever side and
in whatever light we may, we behold but one compact mass
of deformity and depravity. If Tyranny would revel in
the wealth of one people and the blood of another, then is
this the proper system for Tyranny: if Priesteraft would
enslave und stultify the human mind, and manufacture
soulless tools for despotism, then is this the proper system
for Priesteraft : if the commission of crime, and the prac.
tice of vice, and the waste of labour, be the chief ends for
which men unite in society, then is this a proper social
system !

It is for all men and all nations to declare whether
tyranny and priestcraft, robbery and ignorance, wholesale
murder and intellectual depravation, shall any longer reign
triumphant over truth and justice.  The question will in
future be determined neither by despotism nor its twin-
brother. The £300,000,000 which the worhing classes
annually lose by this system, vast as is the amount, is the
least part of their loss; for they are likewise plundered
of all those high enjoyments which alone and exclusively
make existence to be brute or human,

Thus, whether we regard a governmental change and
the establishment of pelitical equality either as a means or
as an end—as a step whereby to obtain the good we seek
for, or as constituting of itself the actual good—both
reason and experience join in shewing us the utter worth.
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lessness of all such changes, either as means or as ends.
Reason tells us that there is no cure for an effect while the
cause is left untouched. Experience points to the United
States’ republic—which is politically all that we have here-
tofore desired, and more than we have ever hoped to
obtain—and we behold there the imperious tyrant and the
chained slave—the moneyed monarch and the famished
beggar—the bankrupt capitalist and the unemployed
working man :—we behold, in fact, every wrong and every
misery and every vice with which we are familiar here.
As an end, then, political equality is there a failure—a
shadow, cold, cheerless, and unsubstantial as the northern
meteors to the freezing traveller.  As a means, also, it is
there a failure, as perceptible and as proved as that two and
three are not six; for the political power of the working
classes of the United States is, of itself, as incompetent to
effect their deliverance from the social wrongs they endure
in common with us, as would be a wooden file to cut away
the fetters from their Ethiopian fellow-slaves. The work-
ing classes of all nations suffer a common wrong, and they
require a common remedy. That remedy is not merely
the possession of political power, as political power now is
—that remedy is not morality, as morality now is—that
remedy is not religion, as religion now is—but it is a
remedy which can be derived only from the establishment
of First PRINCIPLES.
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CHAPTER VIL

THE INUTILITY OF THE REMEDIES AT PRESENT
CONTENDED FOR.

D T e e

Tue preceding chapters have been devoted almost
exclusively to a consideration of the wrongs endured by
the productive classes of the United Kingdom, and the
cause of those wrongs ; but no particular remedy has yet
been examined, nor has any plan been pointed out, beyond
the general recommendation to establish First Principles.
We have cousidered these principles, and they have taught
us, that the rights of all men are equal—that all men
ought to labour—that the earth is the common property
of all its inhabitants. We have looked, likewise, at the
institution of human society ; the true intention of which
is, to neutralise that trifling inequality of bodily and
mental powers in men which nature has created, and
to equalise the benefits which a wise and judicious
application of the varied powers of men may call into
existence. We have also regarded the three conditions
laid down by the political economists—* that there shall be
labour—that there shall be accumulations—that there
shall be exchanges.” These conditions are themselves
based on the acknowledgment of human equality ; and
they merely shew the manner in which first principles are
to be acted upon, and equality of rights maintained, in a
state of society. A consideration of the subject has taught
us, however, that all the wrongs and evils which man has
suffered since his creation, are to be attributed solely to
the infraction of these conditions by individuals and
classes. We have learnt, that unless there be labour,
there can be no capital or accumulations—unless there be
accumulations, there cannot be exchanges; and from this
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dependency it follows, that he who has not laboured, and
who will not labour, cannot be an exchanger, for he can
have nothing to exchange, there being nothing exchange-
able but labour, or the produce of labour. To make this
principle of exchange subservient to the intention of
society and the happiness of man, exchanges must always
be equal, or the gain of one man will ever be the loss of
another. A consideration of the subject of exchanges
has shewn us, that inequality of exchanges, and not ine-
quality of political power, generates inequality of condi-
tion, and t{:: gradation of classes, and divides society into
rich and poor; and that, so long as there are unequal
exchanges amoagst men, there must be idlers and labour-
ers—there must be rich and poor—as the poverty of the
last is a necessary consequence of the wealtﬁoof the first.
We have scen, likewise, that inequality of condition, and
the division of society into capitalists and producers—into
employers and employed—Ileaves the last class entirely at
the mercy of the first ;—that such dependence necessa-
rily dooms the working class, no matter what may be their
intelligence or their morality, to a state of hopeless slavery
to other classes, and keeps them in perpetual poverty or
the fear of poverty ;—and that, thercfore, inequality of
condition is, from its nature, subversive of all equality of
rights and laws, whatever may be the form of government
instituted, and whatever may be the mere political power
possessed by the people. The truth of this conclusion was
made manifest to us by a consideration of the condition of
the working classes in ancient and modern times, and
under republican as well as monarchical governments; for
we find that every wrong which is suffered by the working
class of the United Kingdom at the present day is like-
wise suffered in degree by their brethren in republican
America, and has been endured by the whole of their order
since the very commencement of history. It has been
seen, too, as well as it has long been felt, that the wrongs
of the working class of the United Kingdom are not
imagihary, as their enemies would have them to believe ;
but that they are as substantial as the annual sum of
nearly three hundred millions of pounds sterling can n.ake
them,—and this, too, apart from, and independent of, the
wrongs originating from the particular form of their
government,
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These various facts and considerations plainly prove,
that the question to be decided must in reality henceforth
be,—shall we have a change of system, or no change what-
ever? Will the working classes of the United Kingdom
direct their future efforts to the attainment of a social
remedy or a governmental nonentity ?>—will they keep on
for ever hammering at the effect, or strike at once at the
cause 2—will they totally subvert the present system, and
thereby do away at once with all the inequality and injus-
tice and bad government which this system generates ; or
will they, by successive and endless governmental changes,
merely ‘alter the appearance and vary the form of the
Great Wrong—Ileaving untouched its very essence, and
suffering, with unmitigated severity, every species of
misery and injustice which that essence can engender ?
Inequality of condition is the direct producer of every
social ill and governmental wrong; and equality of
exchanges only can do away with inequality of condition,
and bestow on, and preserve to all, equality of rights.

Thus stands the question, stripped of those multifarious
mysticisms in which cunning has so well assisted ignor-
ance to envelop it. We here see the question of right and
wrong as a whole, as well as in its parts ; and, instead of
wandering about in an interminable labyrinth of petty
wrongs and petty remedies, curing old sores by inflicting
new wounds, we can stand as it were apart from the entire
system. We can survey it on every side, and, knowing the
source of the wrong, shall thus be no longer misled and
disappointed by those infallible men and infallible mea-
sures, that have for so many centurie- begotten Hope by
their promises, only to murder it by tue’r performances.

Long have the working classes of the United Kingdom
suffered the various wrongs and burthens which we have
been considering ; and numerous have been the remedies
proposed and tried for the purpose of changing such a
state of things for the better.  All, however, have either
failed entirely, or they have succeeded but partially, and
but for a moment. The people have tried social remedies
and political remedies—Ilocal remedies and general reme-
dies: they have entered into benefit societies, and trades’
unions, and political associations—they have formed com-
binations among themselves, more or less formidable in
regard to numbers and to wealth; but one scheme after
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another has been abandoned, and exchanged for something
else that had, perhaps, been thrown aside a generation
before.

With regard to these remedies, one principle or charac-
ter pervades the whole—a blind and unreasoning attempt
to do away with effects, and at the same time suffering
causes to remain sacred and untouched.  There is a leak
in the ship; and all these various intermediate remedies
relate, not to the stopping up of such leak, but to the get-
ting out of the water which is running in ; and there is no
lack of shallow-pated drivellers who know so little of the
nature and relation of things, as to gravely discuss, in
effect—not whether the leak shall be stopped, but whether
it is better to throw out one bucket full of water in a given
time, or two half-buchets.

The various political associations and unions which have
at times been formed to benefit the working class, by
obtaining for them particular governmental changes, have
done nothing whatever towards bettering the condition of
the masses, by removing their poverty or increasing their
enjovments. The great majority of the leading advocates
of mere political changes have ever taken a narrow and
one-sidetf view of the nature of man, and his wants, and
his capabilities. ~They look at the world simply as it is—
comprised of an cppressed working class, and an oppress-
ing governing class. They appear not to conceive the pos-
sibility of human society being constituted otherwise than
as they find it; and therefore all their political remedies
have no more in view than the partial amelioration of the
coundition of the working class as a working class—a class
confessedly doomed, by the unalterable nature of things, to
be the servants or the slaves of other classes. Thus, all
the political remedies heretofore sought for and obtained—
as they did not go to the causes which had created a mere
working class, and had made that class oppressed and
degraded—were necessarily ineffectual in removing the
oppression and degradation complaiued of.

It would have been far better for the people of the pre-
sent day, if the politicians of former times, when setting
themeelves to legislate for rich men, as such, and poor men,
as such, had thought of inquiring how it came to pass that
some men were rich and some were poor ; or how it hap-
pened that one class toiled away, generation after genera-
tion, without becoming any richer, and the other class ate,
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drank, and were merry, generation after generation,
without becoming less rich. The real evil which the
working classes endure, and the one from which they want
to be relieved, is their incessant toil, and their poverty, and
the oppression exercised upon them to obtain their wealth ;
for the wrong is whole and indivisible, the governmental
part arising out of, and being determined by, the social
part. It has been clearly shewn, however, that this toil
and poverty is not dependent on form of government—that
it is caused by incquality of labour and inequality of
exchanges—and that, therefore, it could not possibly be
removed by any merely governmental change whatever.

Instead of rightly considering their own wrongs, and
devising and adopting proper remedies, the working classes
have too confidingly left their cause to the guarﬁianship
and direction of men who, from their position in society,
and the particular prejudices connected with that position,
were necessarilly weah champions and blind guides.  Such
men have almost always taught the workman to look for
relief to political changes and governmental reforms ; but
the majority of these advisers have not belonged to the
working class, and therefore, not hnowing what working
men have suffered, or how they have felt and thought, it
was not likely that they should know what kind of a
remedy was wanted. Besides, even if these leaders of the
people had known the true wrong and the true remedy —
if they had seen that the poverty and toil of the poor was
a necessary conscquence of the wealth and the idleness of
the rich—their very position in society, counected as they
are with rich men, and living as they do upon rents and
profits, would have made them hostile to the interests and
opposed to the wishes of the working class.  The suprema.-
cy of the one can exist only by the degradation of the other
—this supremacy was never intended by politicians to be
subverted—and therefore the men and their measures were
of a piece, neither of them going to the wrong, and neither
of them pointing to the remedy.

The insufficiency of political measures to remedy socia!
grievances, was long since seen by thousands of the working
classes —they had a conception, although not a clear one,
that the gain of the capitalist was the loss of the pro.
ducer—and therefore they sought relief by the institution
of trade societies and trades’ unions. The trades’ unions,
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although constituted differently from the political uniors,
and working by other means, had the same ultimate
object in view as the latter, namely, the pariial ameliora-
tion of the condition of the working class as a workiny
class. But while the political unions sought to obtain
benefit in a gradual and indirect manner, by reducing
taxation, and by other means, the trades’ unions endea-
voured to accomplish the wished-for end immediately and
directly, by compelling the capitalist and the employer to
refund, in the shape of increased wages, a part of that vast
amount of wealth which they were aunually drawing from
the worhing classes: they were endeavouring, in fact, to
act somewhat upon the principle of equal exchanges, by
obtaining the full value of their labour.

The great body of the working classes believed that
their late trades’ unions would he omnipotent in effecting
their deliverance from the dominion of the capitalist ; for
a more powerful engine was never made use of by the pro-
ducers.  From there being many trades united together,
and supporting each other, when one struch a blow at
tyranuny, that blow fell with the accumulated mouetary
force of the whole wass.  But, whether victorious or
defeated, the workman was alike involved in losses and in
difficulties—all his efforts for the permaneut bettering of
his condition were iueﬂl-ctuul—-—-am{ this vast coufederation
was at length broken up, and dissolved into its primitive
trade societies.  These have continued, at times, a desul-
tory and unequal contest with capital—sometimes with
partial success, but oftener with defeat and ruin. The
capitalist and the employer have always ultimately heen
too strong for them; and trades’ unions have become,
amongst the enemies of the working class, a bye-word of
caution or contempt—a record of the weakness of Labour
when opposed to Capital—an indestructible memento of
the evil working of the present system in regard to the
two great classes which now compose society.

Many reasons are given to account for the dissolution
and destruction of the trades’ unions. There was in
numerous cases abject poverty amongst multitudes of the
members ; and, in some instances, there was treachery and
robhery on the part of leaders, which naturally begot sus-
picion and distrust. Much tyvranny aund injustice was
inflicted by both sides on individual working men and
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individual capitalists, and much precious wealth wasted by
each to no good purpose.  But, whatever may have been
the more immediate and apparent cause of failure, it is
certain, from the nature of the wrong, that it was not pus-
sible for the remedy of the trades’ umons to succeed any
better than the remedy of the politicians.  Neither party
went far enough.  The same primitive cause has thwarted
the endeavours and blighted the eunergies of both. The
evils to be remedied flowed naturally from, and were
dependent upon, the social system and the principle of
unequal exchanges; and as ncither political nor trades’
unions touched the system or the principle, they could not
possibly touch the wrong connected with them.

Unsatisfied alike with the result obtained by both politi-
cal and trades’ unions, a portion of the working classes have
vainly endeavoured to obtain relief through the instru-
mentality of some governmental enactment which should
restrict their hours of labour.  Much has been said for and
against this limitation scheme; but if any such be ever
carried into effect, it will be as useless, and as ineffectnal in
permanently bettering the condition of the worhing class,
as any other merely governmcutal change. Any such
remedy will alter the relative position of the master and
the man no more than the political or trades’ unions’ reme-
dies will—any such remedy will reduce neither the num-
bers of the rich nor the poor—and therefore it is not pos-
sible that any such remedy should cure the evils which this
relative position and this division inflict upon the work-
man,

We have already seen that the capitalist—the employer
—Dby his very position in society, as the purchaser and
controller of the labour of the working class, has it in his
power to suck from them, whether they will or not, the
greater part of the wealth which they produce. Under
present arrangements, Labour is at the mercy of Capi-
tal.  If, therefore, for working twelve or sixteen hours a
day, many operatives receive only 12s. or 16s. a week as
their share of the wealth created, it must follow, that any
reduction in their hours of labour will be succeeded by a
corresponding reduction in their share of produce. It is
the number of idle and unprofitable capitalists and propri-
etors that the working classes now have to support, which
imposes upon them such excessive toil, and reduces their



102 LABOUR’S WRONGS AND

wages to the miserable pittance which so many thousands
of them receive. The true remedy, therefore, and the only
remedy, is, to reduce the number of the capitalists and

roprietors, that more wealth may be enjoyed by the work-
ing class. If the present arrangements of society—the
accursed system of unequal exchanges—enables one-fifth of
the nation to seize upon one-half of all that is produced, it is
selfevident that no decrease in the amount of production
—no reduction in the hours of labour—can at all increase
the share of the working class. The share of wealth
which they in either case receive and enjoy, will he govern-
ed solely by the number of idlers they are compelled to
maintain ; and, therefore, the less the wealth which the
working classes produce, the less will be the share received
by them. Thus, if they work fewer hours they will pro-
duce less wealth—there will necessarily be less to divide
between themselves and the capitalists—and the result of
such reduction in the hours of labour will be,—not that
the working classes will receive a greater share, but that
both they and the capitalists will receive less. This principle
applies generally to the working class, as a class ; but the
circumstances which determine the hours which shall be
worked and the prices which shall be paid in particular
trades, arise from causes dependent on demand and supply
—causes which, under the present system, no legislative
measure can beneficially effect.

It must never be forgotten by the working class, when
reviewing their wrongs and devising remedies, that their
warfare 13 not against men, but against a system—that
they are fighting not against the capitalists, as individuals,
nor against capital itself, but against the present mode of
applying capilal—against that system which gives to ir-
responsible individuals the power of grinding masses of
labour between masses of capital. 'There is no remedy
for this, except a change of system. Without such a
change, the cause of the redemption of the working class
is a hopeless one !

It would be a waste of time to recapitulate the whole of
the various scheries which have been at times devised to
cure, or at least to account for, the present state of things.
The capitalists and the political economists have not been
idle in this latter service ; and amougst the many incom.
prehensible and contradictory doctrines which ti'ey have
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brought forth to account for much work existing in con-
nection with little wages—and to account, also for some
men being poor, and some men being rich—some do-
ing all the work, and others receiving almost all the benefit
—i3 the fallacy of demand and supply. The economists
most methodically place the capital and the capitalists on
the one side, and the work and the working class on the
other. When it happens that there are more working
men than can be employed by the capitalist, the former are
told that there is a “glut of labour” in the market.
Work is diflicult to procure, and, if obtained, it must be
done for less money than was before received. Under the
present arrangements of society, there is always such a
“ glut of labour,” as it is called, in almost every trade and
profession—there is ever a greater or less number of men
only partially employed, or altogether unemployed, and
thus placed on the very verge of starvation. The econo-
mists tell us that this state of things is not dependent
upon, nor in any way connected with, form of govern-
ment ; but that it happens necessarily and unavoidably,
and can only be removed by the course of proceeding
which they point out. They say that there is only a cer-
tain quantity of capital or money in the country capable
of being applied to the purposes of production ; that this
money, therefore, being thus limited, can only employ a
certain number of labourers at 20s. a week, or double that
number at 10s., or four times that number at 5s.:—that
it from hence necessarily follows, that the more labourers
there are, the worse it will be for them ; and, therefore,
the only remedy for this inequality between labour and
capital 1s, for some of the labourers to “go out of the mar-
ket,”—to keep down their numbers—to emigrate, or die
off by disease and starvation, until they are again within
the range of Capital, and therc are rather fewer of them
than are wanted. When this takes place, say the econo-
mists, Capital and Labour will maintain their natural
equilibrium, and the competition among the capitalists will
raise to their proper level the wages of those working men
who remain ; for, say they, it is the competition amongst
the working classes to obtain employment, which now
brings down the value of labour ; and, so long as there are
a greater number of working men than the capitalists have
money to employ, it is beyond the power of man, either by
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means of trades’ unions, or short-time bills, or govern-
mental changes of any description, to alleviate, perma-
uently, the condition of the working class.

Upon a slight examination, this explanation of the econo-
mists appears a very rational mode of accounting for the
present distress, and the compulsory idleness of so many
able working men as are now wandering about unemployed ;
but it does not account for the present gradation of classes,
nor would it, if carried out to its utmost extent, relieve the
working class from that enormous load which now presses
them into the earth. This remedy finds them slaves, and
it would leave them so. It is very apparent to every man,
that if there be a certain quantity of work to be done,—
suppose the digging of a canal—and a specified and
sutficient sum of money to pay for it, and just so many
labourers as there are shovels for, the whole concern wiil
go on well enough while the several parts are thus nicely
adjusted to each other; it is also evident, that if there be
twice as many labourers as there are shovels and wages
for, half of these labourers must remain idle, or the whole
of them work half-time, and receive half-pay. The same
principle is perpetually seen in operation in one trade or
another. But even admitting that the deficiency of money
is the true cause of the non-employment of these most
unwilling idlers, is there no other remedy than that of
starving them to death or transporting them? Will it not
be as rational and as practicable, now that the labourers
are here, to increase the shovels to the wants of the workers,
as it will be to beat down the labourers to the level of the
shovels?  If the economists cannot answer this question,
it shall be answered for them.

The doctrine of a ““ glut of labour,” although apparently
borne out by facts, is in reality as false and as unsupported
as the veriest fiction that ever imposed upon the credulity
of mankind. There never yet has leen, and there is not
now, and there cannot be for thousands of years, such a
thing as a “ glut of labour;” and a positive contradiction
is involted in the assertion that there is such a glut.
All human appliances of labour are intended to procure
for man houses, food, clothes, and other necessaries and
luxuries ; for these things can be obtained only by la-
bour. It is evident, therefore, that one of two things is
necessary to the condition of a glut of labour. We all
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have a sufficiency of every necessary and luxury for con-
sumption—and, therefore, a supcrabundance of labour in
consequence of repletion of wealth;—or else, wanting some
or all of these things, the raw material of which they are
composed is not in sufficient quantity to employ all our
labour,—and thus there is a glut, {rom the circumstance
of our having nothing to work upon.

It need not be asked whether every person in the United
Kingdom has a sufficiency of the various necessaries and lux.-
uries which labour calls mto existence, If all have enongh,
and to spare, then is there truly a glut of labour; and
the working class may sit down and enjoy themselves un..
til some of this abundance is consumed.  But if every per-
son have not such a sufficiency of these good things, and
there nevertheless be plenty of the raw material to work
upon, then there cannot truly be a glut of labour. The
desire for certain things exists within us—the material of
these things is around us—the labour requisite to work up
this material is under our own control; and, until all
their wants are satistied, or the treasures of the earth ex-
hausted, it is a palpable untruth to tell the w orhing classes
that there is a “glut of labour;” for the half-clothed
backs and hungry bellies of many a suffering thousand tell
them, again and again, that thev are in want of everything
which labour can procure.  The system must be altered
which sets their labour in motion and keeps it moving;
and then, and not till then, will the triple contradiction of
too many hands, too much raw material, and too little
produce to enjoy, be done away with !

To affirm, as the economists do, that there are too many
agricultural labourers, while there is at the same time
plenty of unemployed land, and thousands of operatives
are in want of hread—or that there are too wany
operatives and artizans, while millions of the community
are in want of clothes, houses, and other necessaries,—is
so glaring a contradiction—so strange an anomalv—as to
strike at once the most obtuse understanding ; and if there
were not innumerable instances before the eyes of every
one, it would be difficult to believe even in the possibility
of the existence of such a state of things. At the present
time, multitudes of these various classes of producers are
compelled to remain in idleness and impoverishment, while
each man is in want of the very things which his unem-
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ployed neighbour can produce! He who knows how to

w corn must stand still and starve, because the capital-
ist has the land—he who can make cloth must bare-
backed, because the capitalists have the wool, and the mills,
and the machinery. All these contradictions—all this want
of employment and this poverty—arise from that system
which places accumulations of capital in the hands of in-
dividuals and classes—from that system which makes one
class dependent upon another for the means of labour, and
thus, necessarily, for the means of life and happiness.
It has always been thus with the working classes—under
republics as well as monarchies—and, under the present
system of unequal exchanges it always will be so, whether
they be illiterate or educated, immoral or religious, tem-
perate or debauched.

Is there, then, no remedy for these evils—for this com-
plicated idleness, and wretchedness, and excessive toil of
such vast numbers of artisans and agriculturists? Cau
nothing be done to enable one class to grow corn, and other
classes to produce their respective commodities—to pro-
vide sufficient employment and ample remuneration for all
men, in all trades—that every member of society may be
not only well supported and educated, but likewise well
provided for in age? We have seen that all the merely go-
vernmental changes contended for by the politicians—whe-
ther having reference to extended voting, or reduction in
the hours of labour, or other similar measures—will not
do it, or they would have done it in the United States.
We have seen that the trades’ unions, however powerful and
well conducted, cannot do it, or they would have gone on
and conquered. We have seen that the remedy proposed
by the political economists cannot do it, as the means are
not only impracticable, but likewise totally inadequate
to obtain the end desired, even were they carried out to their
utmost extent. The economists, like the politicians, know
ouly of the capitalist, as such, and the working man, as
such.  All their remedies have reference only to the
present System of inequality and injustice—that system
which, by unequal exchanges, robs every working man of
two-thirds of his just earnings, to keep up the supremacy
and the wealth of those who are not working men—that
system which, being thus constituted and maintained, will
spontaneously and necessarily produce governmental insti-
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tutions imbued with its own spirit, and characteristic of
its own vileness and depravity. As, therefore, all the evils
of which we complain result from the present system, and
none of these numerous remedies touch the system itself,
it is not in the nature of things that any of them should
he successful; or that they should ever do more than drive
in the evil at one part, that it may break out with in-
creased virulence at another. There is no remedy apart
from the destruction of the wrong; and the subversion
of the present social system must be accomplished, or the
evils which arise from this system can never be eradicated.
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CHAPTER VIIL

THE REQUISITFS OF A SOCIAL SYSTEM.

Tur retrospect which has been taken of the character
and tendency of the present social system, has afforded
abuundant proof that there is within this system a principle
which must ever doom four-fifths of the community to
political and social damnation, under every modification of
religion and every form of government. The reviewal
entered into has shewn us not only some of the many
failares which have followed the efforts of man to alter the
present state of things for the better, but it has at the
same time made us acquainted with the cause of these
failures, and has thus placed the future destiny of man
within his own hands.  We have scen that this system
spontaneously generates inequality of wealth and inequa-
lity of power, and that it therefore is, and always must be,
subversive of every just political institution and all
equality of social rights which may be at any time estab-
lished. We have discovered, likewise, that inequality of
wealth, and the gradation of classes, is produced and
maintained by inequality of exchanges; and, hewever
inequality of exchanges may have been originally induced,
observation and experience unite in shewing that the prin_
ciple is now perpetuated by the existence of inequality of’
wealth in connection with the gradation of classes, or the
division of society into capitalists and producers. Inequa-
lity of possessions, when considered by itself, and uncon-
nected with inequality of exchanges and the gradation of
classes, is not a great evil.  To the man whose labour has
procured him two suits of clothes, it matters not whether
another person has two or four suits, provided this second
m n have obtained his superfluity by means of excl anging
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his own labour equally against the labour of some other
person.  An ubsolute equality of possessions cun no more
exist among men, than an absolute equality in regard to
strength and stature. In every state of society, there will
always be some kind of individual and personal property ;
and difference of character will ever make such property
hoth unequal and varied.

Having traced our social and political evils to their
source, and discovered the principle on which they hinge,
it now remains to he scen whether or not the opposite
principle of equal exchanges contain within itself the
remedy ; and whether it be practicable, by particular social
arrangements, to establish and act upon this principle.

It has been clearly shewn that man has nothing to
exchange except his labour, or the produce of his labour ;
and that, therefore, when men exchange products with
cach other, they merely give, as it were, labour for labour.
Thus, where the raw materials of two articles are of the
same  value, and an equal portion of labour has been
hestowed upon them, strict justice requires that the two
should exchange equally against each other. Where things
are thus of equal value, and they are exchanged unequally,
the gain of one exchanger must ever be the loss of another,
and ultimately there will be generated rich and poor, and
laws and institutions will be framed to constitute the first
a wiser, a better, and a more privileged order than the last.
But where equal exchanges are maintained, the gain of one
man cannot be the loss of another; for every exchange is
then siwmply a trangfer, and not a sacrifice, of labour and
wealth.  Thus, although, under a social system based on
equal exchanges, a parsimounious man may become rich, his
wealth will be no more than the accumulated produce of
his own labour. He may exchange his wealth, or he may
give 1t to others who will exchange it, for an equal value
of the wealth of other persons; but a rich man cannot
continue wealthy for any length of time after he has ceased
to labour. Under equality of exchanges, weulth cannot
have, as it now has, a procreative and apparently self-
generating power, such as replenishes all waste {rom con-
sumption ; for, unless it be renewed by labour, wealth, when
once consumed, is given up for ever.  That which is now
called profit and interest caunot exist, as such, in connec-
tion with equality of exchanges; for producer and distri-
butor would be alike remunerated, and the sum total of
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their labour would determine the value of the article
created and brought to the hands of the consumer.

The principle of equal exchanges, therefore, must, from
its very nature, ensure universal labour—it will conse-
quently be destructive of that great social ulcer, the main.
tenance of one class at the expense of another: it will
prevent the division of society into classes and castes—it
must therefore maintain social and political equality of
rights: it will do away with the want of work, the exces-
sive toil, and the hopeless poverty which now exist—and it
will at the same time destroy all the moral and physical
evils induced and maintained by such a state of things.

This is all that is contended for and all that is desired—
it has been clearly shewn that this result can never be
obtained in any system founded upon the principle of
unequal exchanges—and it has now to be determine({) what
social arrangements must be instituted to establish and
maintain equality of exchanges, or as near an approxima-
tion to the principle as the trifling inequalities amongst men
will admit of. An approach to truth is all that can be
made by humag beings; for abstract perfection will never
be found either in man or his institutions.

There is in man an instinctive principle which perpe-
tually impels him to seek the company and the assistance
of his kind. There are feelings within him which must
have vent—feclings which yearn for communion with some-
thing after their own nature —and, wherever man is cut oft
from all sympathetic connection with his fellows, he will
find a companion even among the animals which constitute
his food. On this will he bestow a portion of those feelings
which he has been debarred from exercising towards his
own species—he will partake alike of its pleasures and its
troubles—and the caresses returned by his dumb associate
will speak strongly though silently to his heart. This
principle of love exists throughout creation, and, by suc-
cessive links, holds in connection all that is animate and all
that is inanimate. There is no such thing as solitude, or
silence, or isolation.

In considering, then, a social system, it requires nospe-
culation as to the reasons or the advantages which origi-
nally induced society. It is sufficient that society exists
and that, in some form or other, it always will exist. It’
is nothing less than a state of society, if two human beings
hold comnmunion with each other—it is no more than
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society if there be congregated together two hundred
millions,

All human beings, whether in or out of society, united
together in larger or smaller communities,, are impera-
tively governed by the indestructible bnt directible princi-
ple of self-love. By particular social arrangements, this
principle may be made to benefit an individual in a direct
manuer, without benefiting his fellows—it may be made to
beuefit an individual in a direct manner, and at the same
time benefit others—it may he made to benefit an indivi-
dual indirectly, through the medium of others. The first
mode of operation is incompatible with personal safety and
social peace—the second is unfavourable to the growth of
individual charity and general love—the third contains
within itself the elements of safety, and charity, and peace.
The true excellence of a social system, therefore, will
depend upon the manner in which it brings into action and
governs the principle of self_love, so that society at large
may suffer as few ills and enjoy as many advantages as
possible,

Under present arrangements, the principle of self-love
in every individual is left at liberty to work any way and
cvery way, as uncontrolled circumstances may determine ;
and from hence arises that discordant and conflicting
Jjumble of interests—that admixture of good and bad insti-
tutions and practices—that unintermitted warfare between
individuals and classes—which has so long tired the pa-
tience and grieved the heart of man. The present social
arrangements admit of a non-producing aristocracy, and
benefit that class without benefiting the producers—and
in this there is evil and wrong : these arrangements create
and maintain a commercial and trading aristocracy, and
benetit that class as ten and the producers but as one—and
in this there must be political misrule as well as social in-
Justice : and all such arrangements, as they do not benefit
indirectly, but plunder and enslave directly, the vast mass
of the producers, must always be subversive of everything
like safety, or charity, or love.

But, besides the proper government of self-love, and as
a means to this end, a social system must contain the re-
quisite arrangements for the production and equable dis-
tribution of an unlimited quantity of wealth—for the per-
fect security of persons and property—and for the physical
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moral, and intellectual cultivation of all its members. The
present system is almost destitute of every one of these
requisites: it places an unnatural limit to the production of
wealth, and distributes in a grossly unjust manner that
which is produced : persons and property are as unsafe
from attack and spoliation as they can be under any cir-
cumstances, for the principle of social love is cramped and
confined within the smallest limits in which it can exist:
the physical, moral, and intellectual culture of the best
among us is anything but what it ought to be ; while the
powers of whole sections of the community are totally
neglected, and circumstances are left at liberty to produce
adult human beings varying in intellect from the oyster to
the elephant, and actuated by a charity and love ukin to
that of the tiger and the hyeua.

Our present system is deficient in all these requisites;
and reason alone would be capable of predicting all those
social evils which experience hourly brings to view. But
unseemly as is a state of things like this, and unfavourable
as it ever must be to those high aspirations after human
exaltation which cheer on the philanthropist in his thank-
less labours, it is well to know that there is in man no
intellectual depravation which may not be elevated and
refined—no brutal propensity which may not be tamed and
humanized.

‘To suppose that a high elevation and a general unifor.
mity of character can exist amongst the people of a nation,
would, at the present day, excite only derision. When
philosophically viewed, however, such a desideratum does
not lie without the verge of possibility. It will be univer-
sally admitted, that, even under the present system, much
as there is of evil and little as there is of good, all persons
are not equally ignorant, nor equally disposed to violence
and crime. If a perfect uniformity in respect to character
and actions now prevailed among men, there would be
reason to believe that man was an unchangeable being, and
that, therefore, any attempts to make bim either better or
worse fuust be nugatory.  As, however, such a uniformity
does not exist—as some men are ignorant and others wise,
some vicious and others virtuous, and even the same indi.
vidual, at times, undergoes a change in almost all his
feelings and convictions and actions—we cannot but con-
clude that character, whether good or bad, is nothing more
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than a factitious quality acquired by man—an impression,
as it were, made by surrounding circumstances upon
that which constitutes human existence—and that it
is dependent upou the particular organization of every
individual, in connection with the particular occurrences or
circumstances by which that organization has been sur-
rounded and influenced.  The material compound of the
European and the Ethiopian are alike, and yet the two are
different in colour, in creed, and in extent of knowledge
and refinement. Opposed as they are, however, the two
races might be made to change characters and opinions,
simply by subjecting each to those specific influences which
have heretofore operated upon the other.  In like manner
may all human beings, by exposure to the operation of
certain circumstances and influences, be made savage or
civilized, ignorant or enlightened, immoral or religious.
That such will be and ever is the case, is a fact indisputa-
bly proved by the testimony of all history, and the daily
experience of men.

Such, then, being the nature of man, and such the
influence of circumstances upon him, his destiny is placed
within his own hands; and it is in the power of society,
as a whole, to determine, by the establishment of particular
social institutions, what shall be the general character and
habits of its individual members. Thus the evils of every
kind now endured may not only be alleviated, but totally
removed.

Everything which in any way operates upon or influ-
ences man i8 a circumstance. Men perform no action
without a motive of some kind; and all their motives to
thought and to exertion arise, either immediately or
remotely, from the operation of surrounding circumstances
upon them. If deprived of food, men become hungry—if
of drink, thirsty—if disappointed in their expectations
and thwarted in their desires, they are discontented and
unhappy. All these feelings or sensations are the effects of
particular circumstances upon sentient organization—they
cannot be destroyed by any mere effort of thinking or will-
ing—and thus they become the causes of motives and the
inciters to action. From the nature of man, therefore, he
must ever be the creature of circumstances—he will ever
passively receive impressions from surrounding objects—
for he cannot, by taking thought, alter his organization,
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or make it independent of external influences, or add one
cubit to his stature.

But, although passive as to the manner in which he will
receive an impression from a particular circumstance, man
may acquire a power of determining whether or not he
will expose himself to the influence of such circumstance.
He is passive in reference to the present, but active as
regards the future. It has always been the end of man’s
endeavours to control, in some degree, the circumstances
which made him happy or miserable. 'To this end, he has
never, by reasoning upon the matter, tried to prevent him-
self from being hungry or thirsty, but he has endeavoured
to keep a supply of food and drink always at hand. The
hunger controls the man, and the food, in turn, controls the
hunger ; and if the food be not forthcoming, the man will
die. Thus, while the hunger is master of the man, the
man himself, by having food in his possession, is master of
the hunger, and therefore master of his own life, or of this
one circumstance which affects his life. Man is always
thus alternately a passive and an active being—operated
upon aud operating—but every desire which he feels, and
every action which he performs, result from the combined
action and reaction of circumstance and organization upon
each other.

In respect to character, man has a capacity to be any-
thing, and by turns everything, as circumstances shall
determine. He, like the floating bubble on the stream,
shews us, at times, many colours and mixtures of colours;
but these various shades of character, however light or
dark, are little more than reflex radiations from surround.-
ing objects and occurrences. The simple nature of man is
colourless—it is fitted to receive every variety of impres-
sion—and, when the combined nature and impression call
forth an action, good or bad, such action discloses not so
much the hue of the nature itself, as the hue which it has
taken from the bright or the gloomy influences to which it
has been exposed. Man cannot, therefore, be justly
blamed or hated by his fellows for being what the circum-
stances and influences of his life have made him—whether
a bloodthirsty tyrant, or a grasping capitalist, or a crouch-
ing slave. If we would have the family of man to be, as
it were, a bright and glorious assemblage of the pictures of
humanity, we must place all men in positions and sur-
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round them with circamstances and influences in which
there is nothing black and unseemly. It matters not what
may be the mere knowledge given to meun, or the moral
precepts taught to them, if the circumstances by which
they are surrounded be disregarded. Bad circumstances
and influences can neither produce nor maintain good men.
Circumstances furnish the seed of good or ill, and man is
but as the soil in which they grow—the characters of men
may be made entirely good, or entirely bad, or, as now, a
variegated mixture of good and bad; but if the institu.
tional circumstances and influences which surround man
do not accord with the end desired—do not contain with-
in them more of good than of evil—that which was
intended to be a beautiful garden will become either
choked up with noxious weeds, or converted into a blighted
and barren waste.

All these considerations respecting the nature of man,
and the influence of surrounding circumstances upou that
nature, plainly show that the present habits and prejudi-
ces of the various classes of society, and their feelings of
reverence or contempt towards each other, result from the
social position of one class with respect to another, and the
difference of the circumstances by which each class is
surrounded ; and, therefore, it necessarily follows—what
has been proved by universal experience—that were the
position and circumstances of each class reversed, the cha.
racters of each would be changed, and the crawling slave of
to-day would become the domincering tyrant of to-morrow.
All men are of one substance and one nature—they are
made into tyrants and slaves by the present social system —
by the division of society into rich and poor; and this
division is maintained, not becanse the first class is supe-
rior to the last in mental and corporeal attributes, but
because the two exchange unequally with each other.

History shews us how little has been the success of
man in controlling the various circumstances which have
relation to his existence and his happiness. Wofully has
he sinned and suffered. He has blindly destroyed the
wealth and shed the blood of his fellow.man, simply be-
cause his fellow man felt and thought just the same as he
himself would have felt and thought, had he been placed
the same position and exposed to the same influences. The
tyranny and wrong at any to be removed, is not in the
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men, but in the institutions; and wherever a physical
revolution has overturned a governmental despotism, and
left untouched the social institutions from which that des.
potism sprang, it has never led, and never can lead, to
any other result than a transfer of power from one man or
one class to another; for the last are left exposed to the
same influeuces as the first, and therefore they necessarly
revive the apparently subverted tyranny. Governmental
despotism amf tyranny of every kind can be effectually
annihilated only by destroying the cause of such tyranny
—the empire of love can be extended from families and
friends to nations aud the world at large, only by uproot-
ing those social institutions which circumscribe the love
of man to man within the narrow circle of a class—and
all this can be done only by instituting arrangements based
on the broad principle of equality of rights.

Thus, then, the Lighest and most mighty performance
which man can achieve, will be to call into being and di-
rect those social circumstances which control and influence
himself. From his very nature, man cannot resist the
operation of circumstances when they are once let loose
upon him—it is a condition of his being to yield to them,
aud to derive from them his feelings and motives to action.
How almost omnipotent, then, will become the power of
man, when he can himself direct the circumstances which
he is compelled to obey—when he can, as it were, hold
both good and evil in his right hand! This power over
his own destiny may be obtained by man, and will one day
be exerted by him, through the instrumentality of his
social institutions, All his former achievements—his
conquests over the elements and forces of nature—are but
as 80 many steps towards an end yet to be attained. The
world is in its nonage rather than its dotage; and that
which has been already accomplished by man will fall as
far short of what he may do, as the efforts of boyhood
dwindle into insigunificance when compared with the per-
formaugces of maturity.

The various controllable circumstances which have
relation to the happiness of man, may be divided into
physical and moral,—or, such as are connected with the
production of wealth for the satisfaction of his animal
wants, and those which have reference to his intellectual
and moral cultivation, and his duty to his fellows. The
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present social system furnishes abundant examples of both
the effective and defective means adopted to control
the first order of circumstances; and, nowing exactly
what is wanted—the greatest quantity of wealth for
the least s)ortion of labour—there can be no diffi-
culty in selecting those modes of action which most
materially conduce to the end desired. In regard to the
attainment of a high degree of moral and intellectual
power, there are, under the present system, neither insti-
tutions nor arrangements favourable to the government of
this order of circumstances. Kverything is defective, and
incapable of imbuing men with those qualities and feelings
which are so indispensable to their true happiness. Every
man is placed in a social position which utterly prevents
him from doing to all men as he would that all men should
do unto him. The divisions of society which now exist,
leave one class at the mercy of another, and make the gain
of the oppressor flow from the losses of the oppressed ; and
thus they necessarily make men enemies. These grada-
tions, moreover, inflict on the great mass of the community
excessive toil and auxiety to procure the means of
subsistence ; and that desire for intellectual improvement
which is not destroyed by such toil and anxiety, withers
and dies in the cheerless atmosphere of poverty. Thus,
under the present system, there can be no such thing as
general morality—no such thing as the general cultivation
of the intellectual powers—and no possibility of men
being united together in that common bond of social love
which is so requisite to human progression,

Under the present system, every transaction relating to
the production and distribution of wealth is more or less
governed by the ever-active and ever-warrin§ principle of
competition. It is ‘)er tually bringing individuals and
classes into hostile collision with each other. Its province
is, not to determine what is right, but what is expedient.
Under its guidance, the interests of men are individualised,
and separated from each other ; and every one is left at
liberty to advance his owu particular welfare, without any
reference to the interests and the welfare of those with
whom he may come in contact.

In connection with competition, and working with it in
the production of wealth, is co-operation. Kvery work of
nature and of art affords evidence of the power of co-ope-
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ration, or the union and direction of forces. The stately
tree of the forest and the massive mansion of the city,
alike owe their existence to co-operation. Without this
principle, there could exist neither civilization nor refine-
ment, for the whole time of every individual would be
occupied in isolated endeavours to obtain subsistence.
Every one would be poor and miserable, and all the results
of labour would be unsatisfactory and unremunerative,
By well-directed co-operation, however, there is nothing
accomplishable which may not be effected. The power of
any nation or community will ever be in proportion to the
co-operation which exists amoung its members ; but all the
powers and advantages of co-operation cannot be fully
developed and enjoyed, unless there be among men a
perfect union of interests and reciprocity of benefits ; and
there can be no such union and reciprocity except labour
be universal and exchanges equal.

Competition is a consequence arising from the operation
of surrounding circumstances and influences upon human
organization. It is set in motion by the uncontrolled
self_-love of man ; and it can be destroyed only by subject-
ing men to a peculiar course of moral training, or by
creating for all persons a sufficiency of the articles desired
and competed for. Either of these means will be destruc.
tive of competition ; for the first will supplant it by higher
feelings and actions, while under the last it can have no
scope for exertion. But under the present social system,
and the feclings and modes of action which this system
calls into existence, the spirit of competition is an ineradi-
cable and an indestructible ingredient in human character;
for wherever two or more parties are actuated by similar
desires for particular objects, they will compete with eaeh
other for possession, so long as competition is the only
means by which these objects can be obtained.

Competition is only one of a class of human feelings
and actions which originate from uncontrolled self-love,
and which ever produce discord, envy, hatred, and all
uncharitableness. It should be recollected that man,
whether in civilized or savage society, comes into the
world a human being in the rough, and brings with him
all the instincts and feelings appertaining to a state of
brute existence. These are what have been implanted in
man for his preservation—they are the animal part of
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humanity—the involuntary movements of the principle of
existence to hold fast to being.  But those unregulated
instincts and actions which would tend to the preservation
and enjoyment of man if he were alone in the world,
become absolutely prejudicial to him if thus left uncon-
trolled in a state of society. These instincts and faculties
operate just as strongly upon man in socicty, as they
would do if he were isolated ; but society is an artificial
state of existence—an appliance of human reason to rear
a superstructure, of which the foundation only has been
laid by Nature—and therefore man’s natural incentives to
action must be artificially constrained and guided, that
they may conduce to, instead of thwarting, the great
design of society. Unless thus controlled, there cannot he
that universal happiness which must have existence before
there can be any true individual happiness : for the last,
when rightly viewed, is no more than a reflection from the
first.

Thus, instead of vainly endeavouring to eradicate the
principle of self-love, institutions must be established which
will govern and direct this principle, and compel it to
benefit society at large, at the same time that it benefits
the individual in whom it operates. This can be doune only
by means of institutions in which individuality, as such, is
unhnown—in which the man is lost in the mass—in which
all interests and benefits are as one.

We have, then, the true principles on which to base a
social system—we possess, likewise, sufticient kuowledge of
the nature and capabilities of the being for whom this sys-
tem is intended—we have, also, an abundant accumulation
of facts connected with the effective and defective modes of
acting upon these principles, as well as of the parti'cu]ar
effects produced upon man by all these varieties of action—
and it can therefore be determined, with certainty, what
will be the character and worldly condition of individuals
and nations when subjected to the influence of institutions
founded on a wisc application of these principles.

The consideration of what is essential to a profper social
system is widely different from the subversion of an exist-
ing system and the establishment of the one desired. Ben
are so influenced by custom, that, although they may be
shewn the end of a great movement, and the immense
advantages derivable from it, they will rarely attempt to
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travel towards the desired object, unless it happen to lie
directly in their way, and can be attained with little dith-
culty. The very idea of change, however bright the pros-
pect held out, terrifies the great majority of individuals, if
such change happen to lead them out of the common
beaten track of every.day existence. They are ever ready
to convert molehills into mountains, and to regard as an
insurmountable obstacle that which is scarcely sufficient to
make them stumble, In considering, then, how a social
change is to be effected, a survey must be taken not only of
the end itself, bnt likewise of the various means by which
such end may he attained, and the efficiency of the means
already possessed by those who desire the change ; that the
enterprise fail not from inadequate and injudicious mea-
sures on the one hand, nor despair of its accomplishment
on the ather.
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CHAPTER IX.

THE DIFFICULTIES ATTENDANT ON A CHANGE
OF SYSTEM.

It cannot be doubted that the duration of society, or
the communion of human beings with each other, will be
as lengthened as the existence of man ; and that a social
system may be devised and established, containing the re.
quisites considered, and productive of the good effects de-
sired, is apparent even from so much of the nature and
power of man as the present system brings into view.

Society is now, in every nation, split up into small knots
or assemblages of persons, more or less isolated in respect
to the world at large; and these divisions are termed
families. To one of these minor portions does every indi-
vidual belong ; it is to him a world in minature, and in its
narrow sphere is centred and confined his best and warmest
feelings. In families there is a bond of sympathy, a com-
munity of interest and of feeling, which does not embrace
society as a whole. By analysing these family feelings and
attractions, however, and examining attentively their
growth, and the cause of their continuance and decay, it
has been concluded that they owe their force more to their
incessant exercise and the circumscribed sphere of their
action, than to any peculiar tie connected with relationship ;
and that, therefore, if there be instituted particular social
arrangements, which shall enlarge, as it were, the relation-
ship of every individual from family to kind, the same
feelings and sympathies may be extended throughout so-
ciety, and all mankind “live in the equal brotherhood of
love.” It requires no arguments to prove that the world
at large will be much wealthier, much wiser, and therefore
much happier, than it is at the present moment or has
been at any former time, when the sympathies and inter
ests of all mankind are as one. But there can be no such
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and profits decrcase, the first thing thought of by an em-
ployer, is,—not whether he shall retrench his expenditure,
and forego some of his luxuries, and come down to his
original standard, but kow much he shall reduce the wages
of his workmen ; for his own station, and pride, and pomp,
must remain untouched. Thus the division of society into
classes perpetuates the division of interests ; and, by bring-
ing individuals into hostile contact in the common scram-
ble for subsistence, destroys those germs of syn{})athy and
good fecling which naturally exist in all men.  Under pre-
sent arrangements, each division of society is systemati-
cally trained to believe itself superior or inferior to other
divisions—cach is systematically trained to believe that its
interests are more or less advanced by the depression of
other interests—and each imbibes feelings and prejudices
differing from the others, and applicable to its own position
on the social map. Thus is society—thus do men thiuk,
act. and feel.

Whatever may be the alterations made, it is certain
that a worse system than the present one can by no possi-
bility be devised ; and it would be equally impossible to
make a social change of any kind, which would leave so-
ciety in as bad a state as it now is. Such being the case,
and there being abundant proof that man can be trained to
imbibe good or bad feelings towards his fellows —to dwell
with them in equality, or rule as king, or obey as subject—
it has been conceived that, by instituting a social system
which shall do away with the present gradations in
society, and unite all the individuals of a nation into one
great family, where good oftices shall be reciprocal, and
all interests one and indivisible, there can exist only feel-
ings akin to those now felt in isolated families. It has long
been seen that a diversity of iuterests must always be
destructive of social harmony, because necessarily subver-
sive of those feelings of individual attachment and respect
which form the only basis on which universal love and
peace can be reared. In order, therefore, to reconcile
those interests which are now opposed, by uniting all into
one interest, and to extend universally that love which js
now pent up within the narrow circle of a family, a sys-
tem has been attempted to be established, in which labour
shall be universal, in which the land and all productive
property shall be held and enjoyed in common, and in
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which rights and duties shall be as equal as the capa.
bilities of man under the best circumstances will admit of.
In this improved system, there can be, from the nature of
the principles on which it is founded, neither rich nor
poor, neither employers nor employed, in the present
sense of the terms; but a general equality of condition
and of political power will prevail universally. Instead of
people residing in unhealthy and incomimodious dwellings
and towns, like those at present existing, society will be
divided into an indefinite number of communities or
families, comprising from 1,000 to 5,000 individuals, who-
will dwell and labour in extensive and well-devised build-
ings, and create and enjoy every necessary and luxury in
the greatest abundance. All persons will be educated and
trained in the best manner that knowledge and experience
can devise. The present forms of government, with the
wars and crimes and follies existing in perpetual and
indissoluble connection with them, will be unknown ; and
the terrors and wrongs alike of despotism and anarchy
will be feared and suffered no longer. A pure and
rational liberty will be universally enjoyed; and every
man will do as he would be done by, and love his neigh-
bour as himself. Thus situated — thus controlling the good
and the bad circuwnstances which surround them, and
operated upon by none of the vile and paltry feelings which
more or less now influence all nen—the physical, moral,
and intellectual character of every indivi(rual will attain
the highest standard of human excellence, and all the
present evils and vices of society will be entirely re-
moved.

Based on the great principle of human equality of
rights, the social system of community of possessions will
work out its results by means of the following arrange-
ments :—

1. Arrangements for the production and equable distri-
bution of an unlimited quantity of wealth.

2. Arrangements for the physical, moral, and iutellec-
tual culture of every member of society.

3. Arrangements for the proper government of society
at large.

Under these three general heads may be included every-
thing relating to man and his institutions. They embrace
all things that have relation to his existence and his hap-
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piness.  They are even now more or less kept 1n view b
all nations, for they cannot be lost sight of in any aocizj
system whatever.

The first class of arrangements relates to the erection of
buildings for domestic, manufacturing, and commercial
purposes, in which shall be combined all that can conduce
to the preservation of health, and to production; the
creation and distribution of food and all other kinds of
produce ; the construction of roads, railways, canals, and
all the various requisites to unlimited production and
speedy distribution,

Under the second head are comprised such arrangements
as relate to education, in the fullest sense of the term; to
the formation of character upon the best principles and
from the best models known—-the practice as well as the
knowledge of wmorality and charity—the love of truth,
amd virtue, and social harmony-—the establishment of
institutions for relaxation and amusement—and all other
regulations having relation to social rights and duties, and
the proper development and direction of the powers of
body and mind.

To the third class belong such arrangements as are
necessary to the (})roper regulation and government of
society ;—in regard to the devising and instituting of the
best means for the production and distribution of wealth ;
the adjustment of production and consumption through-
out society at large, as well as the commercial relations
with foreign countries; the education and training of
individuals, and the settlement of differences, and the pro-
tection of children and iuvalids; and the devising and
establishing of all other regulations having reference to
the control of production and distribution, and the pro-
tection of persons and property.

When thus founded, and containing in perfection all
these arrangements, there can be no doubt that such a
system would, from its very nature, accomplish all that it
is possible for the powers of man to achieve.

In the system itself, as well as in the arrangements,
there is nothing which has wnot been more or less acted
upon by man since his creation; and nothing which is
incompatible with, or destructive of, the most perfect
equality of rights. There is merely an extension and
classification—not a creation —of principles. The com-
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mon feelings and attachments of human nature will be
neither destroyed nor weakened, but strengthened and
expanded until they embrace nations as well as individuals
and families.  The production and distribution of wealth
will not cease, and poverty and desolation overspread the
land, but the mest potent powers which human ingenuit
can conquer will be made to produce wealth of every kimK
in quantities limited only by the desires of man. The
peace of society will not be perpetually invaded, and men
left to prey upoun and slaughter each other, as is now the
case, but a universal love and harmony will exist through-
out society, for all the causes of discord will be annihi-
lated. Governmental despotism and irresponsible authority
will not, as they now do, seize upon the produce of
industry and rule men with a rod of iron, but there will
exist a universal freedom, founded on the most perfect
equality of rights, and held in subjection by the best of
all possible governments—self-government. There will he
neither tyranny, nor slavery, nor crime, for the incentives
to these things will no longer have existence. There will
be no possibility of childhood remaining unprotected or
old age unprovided for ; and thus the young and the old
will be no Emger tortured with those dark visions of the
future, which now palsy the better feelings of so many
hearts, and embitter the few allotted hours of man’s exist-
ence.  All these things, and all else that are attainable,
can be possessed and enjoyed by mankind only under a
social system where labour is universal, where land and
capital are held in common, and where equal rights and
equal laws will be enjoved in the fullest extent.
In contrast with such a state of things, what does the
ﬁresent system offer ? Even in its best and brightest parts
ow much is there wanting—in the purest and most unal-
loyel emanations of charity and love to which it can give
birth, how cold, and vitiated, and unexpanded is every
fecling! In the existing arrangements for the creation
and distrjbution of wealth, every thing is defective and
unjust. An inadequate quantity is produced, and the
greater part of this limited portion is enjoyed or wasted by
those who have done little, and those who have done
nothing, towards its creation. For the working man there
is no real enjoyment, either present or prospective ; but his
life’s horizon 1s bounded by the well-known land-marks of
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unpitied poverty and unassisted decrepitude. View the
present system as we will—either in respect to the crea-
tion and enjoyment of wealth continually and universally,
the certain and adequate provision for all accidents and
contingencies, the growth and the practice of the higher
virtues, the advancement of the arts and sciences, and the
facilities afforded for the attainment of individual or univer-
sal happiness—there is nothing in this system which can
be regarded as a sufficient recommendation for its conti-
pnuance. Every good which is now enjoyed can be like-
wise enjoyed under a system of community of possessions
and equality of condition ; while all those evils which flow
from the present arrangements of society will be entirely
escaped from, and be felt and known no longer.

The political economists and capitalists have made many
objections to the social system of community of posses-
sions and equality of rights; and have advanced man
arguments to shew that the system cannot be established,
or, if momentarily set to work, can never be permanently
acted upon. Some of their reasons are intended to prove
that the productive classes—the persons most interested in
the contemplated change—can never accumulate sufficient
money to commence the new system, by the purchase of
the fixed capital of the country from those who now hold
it ; that they will never be able to prevail upon the capi-
talists to assist them in the enterprise; that if isolated
communities be established, they will ultimately fail from
the immorality or general bad habits of the parties com-
prising them ; and that, even if the new system were par-
tially commenced in despite of all these obstacles, the
commubities would fail from the inubility of their mem-
bers to compete in production with that part of society
remaining under the present system.

The weight of these objections can be determined only
by an impartial survey of all the means which may be
made available in forwarding the contemplated change, and
completing it after it has been commenced. To accom-
plish the change, and free Labour from the dominion of
Capital, it is necessary that the land and reproducible
wealth of the country should be in possession of the work-
ing class. Their endeavours, therefore, have been chiefly
directed to the accumulation of a sum of money suffi-
ciently large to enable a certain number of persons to
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purchase the land and fixed capital of the country from
those who now possess it, that the new arrangements
might be immediately commenced by the formation of at
least one social community.  Partly, however, from the
general ignorance which Erevails respecting the end
desired, and partly from the hostility of those classes
interested in maintaining the present supremacy of Capital
over Labour, in no case has a sufficient fund been accumu-
lated to afford a community any chance of success. Dis-
trust and division, also, have at times put a premature end
to these struggles, and the undertaking has ended in con-
tention and confusion.

The productive classes, from their present position in
society, are necessarily poor ; and therefore most of their
endeavours to benefit themselves have been, in a great
degree, cramped and damned at the very outset.  There
are, besides, vast masses of workmen in a state of such
abject poverty—and poverty, too, daily extending in its
operation and increasing in its intensity—that the accu-
mulations of whole generations of them would advance
but little the establishment of the system of community.
But, notwithstanding all these disadvantages, there are
sufficient funds at this moment in the hands of the vari-
ous operative Benefit Societies in the United Kingdom to
establish several communities directly.  The late trades’
unions, also, afford evidence of the power of the working
classes, poor as they are, to raise vast sums of money ; and
although these sums sink into insignificance when con-
sidered as the means by which a social system is to be at
once subverted, they are quite adequate to the commence-
ment of common-stock institutions. Thus, it is evident
that it is in the power of the working classes, as a body, to
set the new system in motion by their own unaided endea.
vours—by the trifling subscription of even one penny per
week—and when once fairly established, it would under-
mine the present system in all directions, and bring it
down in ruins.

In addition to the power thus inherently possessed by
the producers, there have at times been found, and there
are yet existing, wealthy capitalists willing to assist in the
glorions work of human emancipation from ‘poverty and
vice. By the aid of a number of such individuals, com-
mon-stock communities might be established, and ulti.
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mately work out the end desired. It may be said, that,
by the aid of such capitalists, a community was once par-
tially established—that an approximation was made to
universal labour and equal exchanges, because all the
members of the community were to assist in production,
and then enjoy in common the wealth produced—that
buildings were erected, and the various members set to
work—and that, in a short time, the attempt completely
failed, the community was dissolved into its primitive
elements, and the land and buildings were sold and applied
to other purposes. But in this partial attempt, made with-
out due consideration of the obstacles to be surmounted,
the wealth invested was of very limited amount, and totally
inadequate to meet the exigencies of the case; and this
cause alone was suflicient to ensure failure. Thusconfined
in their endeavours at the very beginning, and dispirited
by the slow progress of the system, and the many difficul-
ties and annoyances to which their want of means and
their isolated position exposed them, the capitalists and
others engaged in the enterprise ultimately withdrew their
assistance from an attempt which appeared to promise so
unfavourably.

But it is likewise objected by the economists—and the
preceding example is brought forward as proof—that, even
had there been adequate funds, the general habits of socie-
ty at large are incompatible with the existence of any
other than the present social system—that man, with his
present class and caste education and prejudices, could not
go at once into a social system of community, and dwell
in harmony and equality with his fellows, All these argu-
ments, however, are drawn from a consideration of man as
he is at present—without reference to the causes which
have made him thus, and without any consideration as to
whether these causes may not be su p{anted by others, and
other effects be thereby produced. Therefore all such
objections go no further than to point out the difficulties
attendant on the first establishment of the system of com-
munity.

Human nature is human nature throughout the whole
world ; but its manifestations are as various and contra-
dictory as are the colours, creeds, and languages of men.
All mankind are possessed of the like faculties, propensi-
ties, and qualities of being, and yet no two individuals,
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think, feel, or act precisely the same ; nor are the thoughts,
feelings, and actions of the same person invariable and
unalterable.  Thus, while it is confessed that there 1s not
now amongst men that intellectuahty, that charity, that
high sense of honour, that genuine morality, which is
essential to the proper working of a system of equality,—
it cannot be denied that, by intermediate arrangements,
individuals may be sufliciently imbued with these requisite
qualities to commence the change.

Instead of tracing these miscarriages to their proper
cause, the capitalists and economists have at once set them
down as the natural and inevitable results of every attempt
to subvert the present system and establish the principles
of equality. They hold them up as beacons to warn the
discontented and the charitable of the hopelessness of their
condition and the futility of their endeavours. But these
failures to establish universal lubour and equal remuncra-
tion have arisen from particular circumstances, well ascer-
tained and remediable ; and such momentary ill_successes
can no more be regarded as proofs of the impossibility of
establishing and acting upon the system of equality, than
can the slow progress of science in the early ages be con-
sidered as indicative of the chimerical and worthless
character of its great truths.  There have never yet been
sufficient means —either monetary or moral—devoted to
the establishment of the new system, to afford a well-
grounded hope of success. To the causes of failure
arising from insufficient funds, must be added those causes
dependent on the parties who attempted the change. The
individuals who entered the projected common.stock com-
munity were taken almost })romiscuously from the world at
large, and they carried with them their old feelings, preju-
dices, and habits,—all of which were incompatible with
the existence of any kind of equality, because, being part
and parcel of the existing system, they were naturally sub-
versive of any equality which might be established.

But, setting aside all these pecuniary difficulties, and
those which relate to the moral character and amicable
agreement of the communicants, it is contended by the
economists, that the success of the new system is depend-
ent on other causes than either change of character or
the acquisition of a sufficient capital to eommence effec-
tive proceedings ; and that, therefore, even if communities
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be established, they must very speedily fail. Taking
society as they find it, with its multifarious divisions, its
competition, and the redundancy and hopeless poverty of
the labouring classes, the economists maintain that those
persons in a community, although labouring universally
and enjoying in common, will be no better off in respect to
all the comforts and luxuries of life, than those who remain
under the present system.  Reasoning thus, they say :—A
community must produce within itself every article of
which it is in want, or it must produce a commodity which
it can exchange for the article desired. It is intended
that the labour of those in community shall not much
exceed the halt of the lahour performed by the workersin
the present system : if there be less labour there will be
proportionately less wealth created, and therefore less to
consume, and less to exchange for the articles wanted ;
consequently, commodities will be nearly twice as dear in
community as they are out—or in other words, when
trading with the world at large, those in community will
reccive only half as much of a commodity, in exchange for
the procecds of their labour of six hours a day, as those
who are not in community will receive for their twelve
hours. If all the wealth that is obt.ined in community be
equally enjoyed, such equality in distribution will be no
recompense for the ivsutlicient quantity received ; and if
the people work long hours, and produce more, their <itua-
tion will then, upon the whole, be lictle better than that of
those remaining under the old system. In respect to
trading matters, it is not possible that the individual who
works in community about six hours a day, should com-
pete with the half-starved labourer who toils twelve hours
per day under the present system ; for, let the staple
produce of a community be what it may—let any and
every kind of machinery be employed—the same staple
will be produced by the same machinery in old society,
and will always be cheaper in the last than in the first
Taxes, also, and rents, will be paid, directly or indirectly.
by those in community as well as by those out of it : and
they will likewisc be equally subject to all those rates
and imposts which come under the denomination of govern-
mental burthens. A community would thus stand some-
what in the character of a small farming and manufac-
turing establishment ; and it is well known that the
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majority of small farmers and manufacturers can barely
make ends meet, even when they are proprietors, unless
subjected to constant labour and anxiety.

The whole of these objections of the economists—fatal
as they appear when levelled against an isolated commu-
nity in a country such as Great Britain, and surrounded,
as such community would be, by hostile interests of every
description—are powerless when applied to the system of
community of possessions as a system. A whole and a
part are not synonymous terms ; and, in the present case,
the objections applied to the one do not in the least affect
the other. Society, in the same manner as are the indi-
viduals of which it is composed, is and always will be made
up of many parts, each performing its specified duties, and
each part indispensable to tbe well-being of the whole.
There must always be arrangements for the production and
distribution of food and necessaries, and also for the intel.
lectual and moral cultivation of suciety at large, as well as
for the government and guidance of its members. It will
happen in every country, that, while one part is favourable
to the production of food, another portion will be better
adapted to the manufacture of hardware, or pottery, or
cloth ; and upon the judicious management of these advan-
tages will depend the greater or less saving in the labour
and time devoted to the production of wealth.  The
various difficulties of this nature, thercfore, which stand in
the way of the success of an isolated community, can have
no existence in a system of communities.

Besides, in comparing the relative position of parties in
and out of community, the economists assume that those
in a community will, by the present arrangements of
society, be compelled to contribute to the support of the
unproductive classes not in the community. They thus
take away the very essence and spirit of the system of
community—its great distinguishing features of universal
labour and equal exchanges—and the system of community
becomes, 4n their hands, a mere modification of the present
system, and suffering all the burthens and wrongs endured
under the existing system. The entire removal of all
these social and governmental imposts is one great cha-
racteristic of the system of community of possessions and
equality of rights; for, as a system, it will be destructive
of all such grievances. The little expense incurred by
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government will be in the prevention instead of the
punishment of crime, and the prevention instead of the
prosecution of war against neighbouring states; for, under
the present system, the protection of persons and pro-
perty, the carrying on of wars, and the payment of debts
arising out of such wars, form the chief items in govern-
mental expenditure.

These things, and the institutions connected with them,
are indissolubly bound up with the existing system ; and
may be regarded as the chief flood-gates through which
the greedy shoals of civil, ecclesiastical, and military
vampires are let in upon a people.

Thus, as a system, community of possessions will do for
a nation those things which, with the present system, can-
not be done under any circumstances; and it would be
just as rational to point to the severed head and limbs of a
man, as evidences of his powerlessness, as it is to judge of
the results of the system of community by the feeble
operations of an isolated portion of it.

Community of possessions is in every respect the most
perfect form of society which man can institute, and it
therefore requires a corresponding degree of excellence in
the character and qualities of all who enjay its influence.
That modification of the principle of community and
equality already considered, which unites society at large
into one great family, where there is nothing but har-
mony and love, is the last remove which man can make
towards perfection. It may be said, therefore, that we might
as well expect to behol the fly to spring up at once from the
maggot, as expect that man can go, by one remove, from
the present system into one so dissimilar in all its parts as
is the system of community. The worm which is taken
from amidst putrescency will defile all that it touches, and
stink wherever it may be placed,—and yet it contains in
embryo the plumed and gaudy insect which is to sport in
the sunbeam and dance upon the breeze. It is time and
circumstance which bring about the change : by successive
steps does the transformation progress, and the last remove
completes the work.

So, likewise, must it be with man. The foul and
loathsome selfishness which now more or less accompanies
every action, clings to every thought, and pollutes every
aspiration, is part of the system in which man has for so
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many ages moved. Daily experience proves that the pre-
sent social system is altogether unfavourable to the attain-
ment of a high standard of excellence in regard to
character—that its customs, and modes of action through-
out, tend only to generate corrupt feclings and bad prac-
tices, and to bring into play the lowest and the worst of
man’s faculties. Every step to the establishment of «
better system must be made by those who have grown up
under the present system, and who are, therefore, more or
less imbued with the depravity and ill-feelings which this
system generates. A mere knowledge of the principles of
equality is not the only requisite for the establishment of
community of possessions. There must likewise exist the
requisite feelings and moral qualities, all well developed,
and accompanied by high intellectual powers. If, then, a
changed character be essential to the success of the social
system of community in its most perfect form—and if,
likewise, the present system affords no circumstances and
no facilities for effecting the requisite change of character,
and preparing man for the higher and better state desired
—it is evident that things must necessarily remain as they
are, unless one of two methods be adopted.  Either those
who commence the new system must be possessed of
accumulations of capital sufficient to overcome the draw-
backs of every kind imposed by the present system, until
the superior circumstances created by the new system shall
have done their work, and generated a race of human
bemngs widely different in character and habits from those
who now exist ;—or else some preparatory step must be
discovered and made use of—some movement partaking
partly of the present and partly of the desired system—
some intermediate resting-place, to which society may go
with all its faults and all its follies, and from which it may
move forward, imbued with those qualities and attributes
without which the system of community and equality can<
not as such have existence.

When once fairly set in motion, a new social system
must, from the operation of a law of nature constant and
invariable, generate men and modes of action in accordance
with its own nature and protective of its own existence.
There is in all things a faculty of action and reaction,
which, did no extraneous interferences occur, would pre-
vent all other changes, and stamp with perpetuity things
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as they are, or were.  This predisposition to continuance
is no more than a modification of that immutable law by
which like causes would be compelled to produce like
effects. But causes are not, and never can be, precisely
alike, and therefore effects are never exactly the same.
To be a like cause, one cause must operate at the same
time, in the same place, upon the same things, in the same
manuer, and under all the circumstances in which some
other cause is acting—the supposition of which is absurd
and incomprehensible. Thus, although it is the nature of
the present social system to generate characters and insti-
tutions in agreement with itself, and protective of itself,
the common aberration of causation is slowly but irresisti-
bly progressing, and geuerating in its course new forces
and new organic disturbances, which must inevitably bring
on decline, and dissolution, and recomposition. Thus rise
and fall all systems—thus are created and destroyed all
beings—thus are framed and subverted all institutions.
With regard to the institution of the social system of
community of possessions and equality of rights, it is
possible, from the nature of the change, and from a con-
sideration of what has at times been done by them, that it
may ultimately be accomplished even by the unaided
endeavours and small savings of the working classes; and
that it might, also, in course of time, be effected by the
partial union of the capitalists with the producers ; and
this, too, without political or social disturbances, or any
immediately perceptible effect upon the existing laws and
arrangemente of society at large.  But the experience of
all times goes to shew, that no enterprise can be regarded
as secure of accomplishment, if it depend for success on
the self-denial of masses of people, who, living almost from
haud to mouth on the produce of their labour, and haras-
sed by the perpetual calls of a family for subsistence, are
made by thejr position the slaves of the moment, and are
incapacitated from taking much from the present to pro-
vide against the future.  The capitalists and economists
are perpetually advising the productive classes to live
abstemiously, and hoard up every trifle which can be screwed
from their stomachs or their backs; but such counsel,
however good it may be, never can be acted upon to any
great extent, for it is not in human nature to go on until
death like a mere machine, if there be allied with it any
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degree of feeling or intellectuality beyond that of a beast
of burthen. Make men susceptible of enjoyment, either
animal or intellectual, and that will they seek for and
obtain, deSJ)ite of consequences ; and so long as a poor class
is surrounded by the example of a rich class, and exposed
to every temptation which depraved ingenuity can invent
to excite and gratify factitious wants, it is in vain to hope
that the allurements of the senses can be withstood, unless
there be created motives more powerful than those arising
from the mere chance of enjoying a better social position
at some remote period. Desultory and isolated endea-
vours of mere fractions of society, likewise, from their
very nature, are much more likely to fail than to succeed ;
and that such efforts can be Iittle else than desultory and
isolated, is apparent from the fact, that a vast and pro-
gressively increasing portion of society, from their position
and the dearth of means at their disposal, are so inextrica-
bly bound up with the present system, that only a general
movement of the community at large can effect their
deliveraunce.

That no means of effecting the desired change may be
wanting, we will now consider another plan of operations—
which, while it contains all the essentials of the modes
already reviewed, is free from their defects, in respect to
the time in which the change may be accomplished, the
numbers who will be at once included in its benefits, and
the facilities which it affords for taking society just as it
is, without materia! alteration either in human character,
or domestic arrangements, or the existing modes of creating
or distributing wealth.

As a first step to the consideration of such an interme-
diate social change, we will examine into the nature and
operation of that first great element of the power of the
capitalist—Money. Such a review, while it will tend to
enforce yet stronger upon the working class the necessity
of a change of system, will at the same time acquaint
them with the secret of the almost omnipotent might of
the capitalist ; and enable them to perceive how easi%y this
power may be wrested from him, and made to subserve the
great cause of human exaltation and happiness.
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CHAPTER X.

THE NATURE AND USES OF MONEY.

From the general failure which has heretofore attended
all political and social plans for ameliorating the condition
of the working classes of the United Kingdom, the

litical economists, as is daily seen, have acquired
increased faith in their own doctrines of inequality, and a
more confirmed assurance that no other than their great
remedy of restricting Labour to Capital can effect the
object aimed at. We have seen that these men contem-
plate nothing more than what they conceive to be the
improvement of the present system—-that they would kee
the whole human race divided into two classes—into ric
and poor, or capitalists and producers—the one class wal-
lowing in wealth, and the other placed just beyond ¢ the
verge of starvation.” They do not expect that a man of
the latter class should eat a meal until he has produced
two—one for labour, and the other for “ profit”—one for
the workman, and the other for his employer, the capital-
ist. They would, therefore, have no more workers than
could be “ profitably employed” by the capitalists—or, in
other words, they would limit the future increase of the
working classes, and starve or transport to foreign
countries all whom they, by the capital now in their
possession, could not find employment for.

Such, it has been already shewn, is the remedy of the
economists and capitalists; and that it may better work
out its results, these men, with a cold-blooded and calcu-
lating  “liberality,” would remove all governmental
restrictions regarding the hours of labour, the wages of
workmen, and the trade to other nations. The state of
society which would be induced by such a remedy as this,



138 LABOUR’S WRONGS AND

may easily be conceived of ; for it would present few fea-
tures differing from the present. There would be, as
there now is, a high class and a low class—the former
enjoying the greater part of the wealth produced by the
incessant activity and toil of the latter.

It can only be considered that the economists and capi-
talists are actuated by the most insane stupidity, in sup-
posing that such a systematically unjust division of
society as that which now exists, would be tolerated by
the working classes after its vileness and injustice had
been pointed out to them. Were men like steam-
engines formed to toil on, until dissolution, without feeling
and without thought—they might thus be methodically
worked to death, or starved, or expatriated ; but men are
intelligences—they have brains as well as bones and
sinews—and when they suffer wrongs, they look around
for remedies.

Knowing that labour was the source from whence arose
all capital—and seeing that the raw material of capital
was in abundance on every side, awaiting the power of
labour to produce the required transformation—it is
strange that the economists, when they stumbled upon
their remedy of restricting population and labour to the
existing wapts of capital, never discovered the cqually
obvions and far more natural and practicable plan of
increasing capital in proportion lo the growing wants of
population and labour. A brief consideration of the
nature of capital will at once shew the practicability of
effecting this great object, and thereby do away with those
social evils which now directly arise from the disproportion
which apparently exists between capital and labour. It
is the present arrangements of society, and not any real
disproportion between population and the means of em-
ployment, which cause so many to pine in idleness, or to
sacrifice health in unremitting toil.

The review which has been taken of some of the attempts
made to subvert the present system, has shewn us that
these efforts have failed chiefly, if not entirely, from the
inadequate amount of money devoted to the purpose. As
money, then, is the one thing needful—the first thing
necessary to the success of every enterprise which has for
its object either the amendment of the present system or
the institution of a new one—what is money? What are
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bank-notes and gold and silver coin? For these substances
will men give up lands, houses, machinery, food, and all
else that they have. Is money, then, as it were, the es-
sence of these good things? IHave certain portions of land,
together with houses and food, been transformed, by the
occult operations of some cunning alchymists, into” slips
of paper and pieces of metal? No; a change of this kind
has not taken place; gold and silver are no more than
simple metals, and bank-notes are but paper.

It would answer no purpose to enter at length into a
consideration of the origin of money. It is evident that,
before coin or bank-notes had existence, there must have
heen houses, food, and other kinds of wealth. Neither
coin nor bank-notes can be eaten or inhabited : of them-
selves they are as worthless as the pebbles on the sea_shore.
Some persons, then, must originally either have regarded
the precious metals as commodities, or articles of barter, just
the same as they did cattle and implements—or else they
manufactured coin as a representative of these commo-
dities, to assist them in their exchanges with each other.
Gold and silver were regarded as commodities, and as
intrinsic and real wealth, by the earliest and most polished
nations, There is no evidence that the precious metals
were ever considered by them merely as representatives of
anything ; such an idea does not appear to have been
entertained prior to the introduction of paper money,
which is a modern invention, and was originally created
as a substitute for, or a representative of, gold and silver
coin,

There is no subject upon which more general ignorance
prevails among the productive classes, than on that of
money. The great body of the people have no precise
idea of what is meant by the term ‘ money,” nor do they
ever reason upon the cause or the nature of its power.
Many persons regard the words  Capital” and “ Mouney”
as having the same signification—capital meaning money,
and money meaning capital ; others separate the two, but
consider that a certain quantity of gold or bank-notes is of
the same intrinsic value, and that it therefore is just as
much real capital, as a house or other article; others,
regarding gold as equivalent to real property, separate
from it the bank-notes, which they consider merely as the
representatives of the gold, and as baving, if separated
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from this foundation, no value whatever; while others,
again, regard both gold and bank-notes merely as repre-
sentatives of things produced, or fixed capital. ut,
notwithstanding the discrepancy of opinion and the con-
fusion of ideas which prevail upon the subject, the man
who is in possession of the sum of £10,000, either in gold
or bank-notes, is considered by the world at large to be
just as wealthy as he who is possessed of houses or
machinery to the same amount; for it is well-known, that,
by the custom of society, the gold and the bank-notes,
inherently worthless as they may be, will procure for their
holders either houses, food, or machinery, to the full
amount of the nominal value of the gold or notes.

The political economists say that “ Capital is hoarded
labour”—¢ Capital is something produced with a view to
further production;” and they divide capital into three
kinds—into implements of labour, material on which
lebour is employed, and subsistence of labourers —the first
being termed fixed capital, and the second and third
reproducible capital. This definition and division altoge-
ther excludes gold, silver, and bank-notes; for it is
evident, from the nature of these things, that they bave
no necessary connection with the real capital or wealth
specified. Neither gold, silver, or notes can be regarded
as implements of labour, material on which labour is
employed, or subsistence of labourers. Thus money and
capital, although often used as synonymous terms, are in
themselves widely ditferent: for money of every kind is,
in reality, no more than a representative of real capital—a
thing personifying or standing in the place of houses,
implements, or food. It is solely on this account, and not
from any inherent quality, that money is valuable ; for by
means of money, men are enabled, in greater or less
portions, to mahe use of the real capital which they pos-
sess. Were there no such thing as money, the man who
had a house, or any other valuable or bulky commodity,
could make little or no use of it in the way of exchange :
he could‘not give a part of it to the miller for some flour,
and another part to the tailor for some clothes, for they
would not trade upon a system involving such inextricable
confusion among all parties. But this trouble and incon-
venience is entirely removed by the invention of money ;
by means of which, whether gold or bank-notes, a man can
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as it were split up his house and other capital into innu-
merable fragments, and exchange or devour it piecemeal.
From this mutual relation between capital and money, the
two have become commonly identified, and money is uni-
versally regarded as equally valuable with real capital or
existing produce ; but it is plain that money owes all its
estimation to conventional usages, and that it is no more
than an instrument for effecting exchanges.

Money is to capital, or real wealth, what the alphabet
is to written language ; and as the latter consists merely
of a number of arbitrary sigus, signifying certain sounds,
so in like manner do coin and bank-notes, in larger or
smaller quantities, signify houses, or implements, or food,
or anything else. The alphabets of all languages are suf-
ficiently extensive to be made, by various combinations of
the letters composing them, to express every variety of
sound contained in these languages: the letters are nei-
ther too few nor too many. But in our monetary alphabet
we have never yet followed this simple and natural plan of
apportioning the mcans to the end. We have suffered it
to remain deficient in every respect. Money, it it is
true, has but one sound, and that sound signifies every-
thing—as far as it goes ; but the money now in existence
will no more represent all that should be thus persouitied,
than can the letters g o be made to spell good. We may at
present represent a horse, a house, a city, or a county—we
might exchange these things with each other through the
mstrumentality of this money—and then we should be
compelled to stop, for the money would be swallowed up,
and all the wealth remaining would have nojrepresentative,
aud no medium through which it might be further
divided or exchanged.

Such, then, being the true nature of money, it is appa-
rent that any material agreed upon by the community at
large—whether gold, silver, iron, pottery, or paper—
would answer every purpose for which money is required.
It is not necessary that there should be gold, and that the
gold should be a foundation for the paper. All that is
requisite for the issuing of paper-money, or any other
medium of exchange, is that there should be actual pro-
duce of some kind for it to rest upon. There are in the
United Kingdom upwards of three millions of buildings,
we are possessed of above one hundred and fifty thonsand
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vessels of various descriptions, and we have likewise an
immense quantity of implements and machinery of differ-
ent hinds.  All these things are real capital—something
to assist in further production. The whole of this wealth
has been calculated to be worth above five thousand mil-
lions of pounds sterling. But, under the present system,
this enormous mass of capital cannot be said to have any
representative whatever:; for there is not in the nation a
sum of money equivalent even to one hundred millions
sterling; and yet the whole of this capital, if necessary,
might be represented just as easily as a part.

‘The comparatively small amount of money now in cir-
culation, with its constant fluctuation, exposes all men to
many injustices, and gives rise to much of the inequality
of condition observed around us. Although it has long
been known that the more money there is in circulation,
the better it is for trade—and that a scarcity of money in-
variably makes business dull—the economists have never
yet devised any effectual plan for creating a sufficiency of
money. Cost of production, the true standard of exchange-
able value, is often, under the present system, completely
lost sight of ; and the value of things is regulated by the
the greater or less quantity of money there is in circula-
tion. For example, a house which at one time is worth
one thousand pounds, is, at another time, worth only nine
hundred—and this, too, when houses are just as necessary
and as truly valuable at the one time as at the other, Thus,
if half of the people in the United Kingdom wished to dis-
pose of their houses and lands at the present moment, for the
purpose of emigrating, they would not be able to sell them.
‘There is not enough of money in the whole world to pur-
chase them ; and, upon the present principles and system
of trading, and the present action of demand and supply,
the sum which would purchase one house at the bezituning
of such a sale, would obtain fifty at the conclusion!

A national medium of exchange, or money, in a social
system where money is requsite, should be in sufficient
quantity to represent the whole of the national fixed éapi-
tal—the buildings and machinery of every kind—which
can be made available in further production. The real or
inherent value of the circulating nredium itself is a matter
of no moment. The only requsite qualities in money are,
that it should be difficult of imitation, portable, capable of
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representing larger or smaller values, and durable, or easily
replaced ; and there is no known substance which possesses
88 '%reat a proportion of these qualities as paper.

he durability which is so requsite to a medium in con.
stant circulation—such as the present silver and copper
coinage—might be secured by the introduction of a cur-
reucy of pottery. In the present state of science, a beauti-
ful and efficient medium of this character might easily be
created; and while it would possess every requisite of gold,
silver, and copper, it might be (Froduced at infinitely less
cost, in unlimited quantities, and would be subject to none
of the fluctuations which now continuall{ take place in con-
sequence of the transmission of the metals from one country
to another. Gold and silver are even now almost unneces.
sary for transacting the exchanges between Great Britain
and other nations ; and, under the system of community,
they might be totally dispensed with. These metals now
flow from country to country more in the shape of com®
modities than in payment for debts which have been con-
tracted; and this fluctuation, together with their cost of
production, and the expenses, attendant on their constant
coinage and re-coinage, render them totally unfit for the
composition of a circulating medium.

ations have never yet acted upon any truly systematic
plan with respect to their medium of exchange. People
seldom think of inquiring how it comes to pass that a small
bank-note will buy a suit of clothes, when a newspaper,
fifty times as large, will not purchase a loaf of bread. This
circumstance does not arise from the preponderating in-
herent value of the bank-note—for it is not, of itself, worth
so much as the newspaper—but it owes its origin simply
to the conventional usages of society. The note has been
created as a substitute for gold ; and common consent has
stamped it with a fictitious, a merely representative value,
altogether distinct from and independent of its own intrin-
sic value ; and were the positions of the bank-note and the
newspaper reversed, the latter would perform all the ser-
vices now rendered by the former. It is to a like conven-
tional usage, more than to any specific properties of its
own, that gofd is indebted for its long-maintained suprem-
acy and its universal estimation. When coined, however,
it can be regarded only as a representative of real capital ;
and as the gold thus represents the capital, and the bank-
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note represents the gold, there is no earthly reason wh:
the bank-note should not at once represent the capital
without the intervention of the gold.

The greater part of the commercial transactions of th
Unbited Kingdom have for many years been carried on b
means of a paper medium—by bank-notes,bills, &c., whicl
are regarded as representative of gold or capital. Bu
if all the money now in the country —the gold, silver, anc
bills of every kind—were by any means to be suddenly de
stroyed, the nation would be very little less rich than it is a
present, although it would lose nominal wealth, or money
of the value of many hundred thousands of pounds ster.
ling. The loss would soon be replaced by the manufactur.
of bank-notes and bills of various amounts; and in a shor
time business would go on as usual, and the exchange o
commodities would be effected by paper money alone, in.
stead of by a mixed medium of paper and gold. Wer
the real capital, however—the buildings and implement:
—to disappear or be destroyed, we should be in a state o
greater impoverishment than any beggars now to be found
even. if every man in the country had ten thousand
sovereigns in his pocket. We should be, in the commor
acceptation of the term, the richest people in the world
but, in reality, we should be more poverty-stricken anc
miserable than the poorest nation of savages existing
There would be but one wide picture of want and desola.
tion to be seen among us.

Here it may be seen how utterly valueless are gold anc
silver coin and bank-notes, when separated from those
things which only and truly are real wealth. It is this
wealth which gives value to the coin and notes, and not
the money which confers value on the produce created by
labour. It will not for a moment be denied, that if every
working man in the United Kingdom had one hundred
sovereigns put into his pocket, it would make a wonder.
ful difference in the general appearance of society, in
respect to the attainment of work and food. Every marn
in need would at once provide himself with necessaries,
and the present gloom would give place to hilarity and
cheerfulness. And yet such an influx of gold would not
at the moment, make the real wealth of the country greater
by the value of one loaf of bread. But it would give s
vast stimulus to trade, for ¢t would set thousands to work tc
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replace the commodities of every kind which their sover.
eigns would enable them to purchase and consume, Par-
ties, also, might combine together and form joint-stock
companies, and set themselves to work at once ; and thus
production would receive an impetus such as it has never
yet known. Precisely the same effects would be produced,
if, instead of gold, every man had a like amount of Bank
of England notes. Were there, however, no buildings, or
machinery, or real capital of any kind in the country, by
means of which men might be set to work, any such issue
or possc.sion either of gold or bank-notes would effect wo
good whatever. As we are at present situated, such an
increase of money would simply be an increased repre.
sentation of wealth already in existence, and it would en-
able those who now have nothing, to obtain, by exchange,
a portion from those who have a superfluity. But in case
of the non-existence of real capital, the proper foundation
for money, the gold and bank-notes would alike be utterly
worthless, for they would only be, as it were, representa-
tives of wealth to be created.

Thus, then, im regard to those social evils dependent on
the existing scarcity of money—it cannot be denied or dis-
proved that there is a universal desire for the comforts
and conveniences of life—that all these things must be
produced by labour—that there is a sufficiency of raw
material to absorb the labour of all—that there is like-
wise a sufliciency of food for the support of all while they
are engaged in the production of other food, and of all the
other things desired—that labour can be set to work only by
the assistance of capital—thas capital may be effectually re.
presented and brought into operation by a paper medium,
—and therefore there is' abundant demonstration, that an
indefinite increase of the circulating medium, under par.
ticular circumstances, would ingtantly set labour in motion,
and thus incalculably increase the production of wealth,
and universally diffuse the advantages of such production.
Thousands are now idle and poor because no person can set
them to work—they cannot be set to work simply because
themselves and others are destitute of the requisite money.
There is and there can be no other cause, so long as there
is plenty of labour, an abundance of the raw material, a
sutficiency of machines and implements, and a universal
desire for the necessaries and luxuries of life,
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All these considerations respecting the nature and uses
of money open a vast field of action for the productive
classes, and point out a path by which all their present
miseries may be escaped from, and themselves delivered
from the soul-blighting dominion of the capitalist. They
will find the knowledge of this simple subject to be one of
the strongest levers which can ever be made use of by
them for the subversion of the present system.

Scarcely a year passes without bringing forth a noise
from the camp of the enemies of Labour, respecting the
circulating medium, or the “ currency.” This squabbling
and uproar arise while it is being determined between the
two parties, whether the landholder capitalist or the com-
mercial capitalist shall have the greatest portion of the
national spoil. The working classes are supposed to have
nothing to do with the matter, their interests are in no way
consnlted, nor can they gain anything by the success of
tke one or the other division of the capitalists; but were
the present monetary system clearly seen into by the pro-
ductive classes, they wonld take care to have a voice in
the decision of the question. Devise what he may, it is
impossible for the ingenuity of man to create any instru-
ment which will enable him to exercise such power over
his fellow-man as he now obtains by means of the system
of banking, or the creation and issue of money. This con-
stitutes the great armoury from whence the capitalists
derive all their weapons to fight with and conquer the
working class; and so long as they have this mighty
engine of good or evil at their disposal—so long as the
power of making and issuing money 1s usurped by particu-
lar classes, independent of other classes—the moneyed
class can bid defiance to political associations, and trades’
unions, and all similar institutions having for their object
the amelioration of the condition of the working class,
and the effecting of their deliverance from the chains of
capital.

That this part of the subject may be more clearly seen
into, we have only to examine what the economists them-
selves say with respect to money :—* The time lost and
the trouble incurred in the way of barter, is avoided by
the adoption of a medium of exchange—that is, a com-
modity generally agreed upon, which, in order to effect an
exchange between two other commodities, is first recetved
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in exchange for the one, and then given in exchange for
the other.” Such is the account given by the econ-
mists of the nature and intention of money. In this brief
history, however, the first steps of the transactions are
kept out of sight, and the last part only of the movement
is brought into view. It is not said who originally pro-
duces this “commodity generally agreed upon’—this
money—and gives it in exchange for the first commodity ;
nor is it told who creates this first commodity for which
the money is given. Three parties only are apparently
engaged in the transaction—the first having in his posses-
sion the ““commodity generally agreed upon,” and the
second and third holding the commodities which they wish
to exchange. Herein lies the knavery and mystery of
banking and money-making.

The true and only meaning of the quotation just given,
is, that certain parties produce or make a medium of ex-
change, or money, for which they receive commodities.
Now, if the medium of exchange thus given for the com-
modily be of equal value with the commodity, the exchange
is a just one ; but if it be of inferior value, or of no value
whatever, the transaction is a robbery on the part of those
by whom the medium is made. For two things to be of
equal value in exchange, their cost of production must be
equal. The common circulating medium is composed of
paper and gold—the first all but worthless, and the last
deriving its chief value from the quantity of labour re-
quired for its production. We have already seen that the
capitalists do not labour, and that, consequently, they can
produce nothing ; but as the gold can be originally obtain-
ed only by means of labour, the capitalists can have nothing
to do with its production. The gold, however, has come
into possession of the capitalists; and therefore they must,
in their exchanges, cither have defrauded the parties who
at first produced the gold, or else they have defrauded the

arties from whom they obtained the commodities given
Ey them in exchange for the gold. The barbarities and
injustice connected with the production of gold are noto-
rious enough; but it is the second transaction which more
nearly concerns the productive classes of the United King-
dom.” The present circulating medium, then, as the econo-
mists confess, is made by a class of capitalists called bank-
ers—some of them acting independently, and others in
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connection with the established government—and for this
medium of exchange, or money, it is acknowledged that
the bankers receive commodities of certain parties.
These second parties, in turn, exchange the money for
other commodities from some third party ; and upou the
same principle, of giving value for value, the exchange
goes on among all succeeding parties. Thus real value is
rendered in exchange for real value in every case except
the first transaction—that between the banker and the
person who receives his medium—and in this first negoci-
ation, according to the showing even of the economists, there
is a vile and cunning robbery committed upon the produc-
tive classes ; for it plainly appears that the makers of the
medium — the bankers, capitalists and other feeders upon
the industry of the working class—render no real equiva-
lent for the commodities which they receive in exchange
for their medium. The great majority of the borrowers
of the medium belong to the same unproductive class as
the makers of it; and the wealth which they give as in-
terest, or as an equivalent for the use of the money bor-
rowed, is what they have previously obtained from the
working class, by means of unequal exchanges! Thus the
productive classes give to the bauking and the tradin
capitalists their Jabour—their very sweat and blood—ang
the latter give to them, in exchange—what? They give
them a shaﬁow—a rag—a ““bank-note!”

The creation of a circulating medium is, under the
present system, just as much a trade as the making of
shoes or hats. A person, or a number of persons, with
or without property, can at any time establish a bank and
issue money by conforming to certain regulations. For
instance, a thousand persons join together to establish a
joint-stock bank, which is to be possessed of a capital of
the value of £1,000,000, in one thousand shares at
£1,000 each. If these parties possess, or be supposed to
possess, real property of the value of their respective
shares, they can forthwith make and issue bank-notes of
the nominal value of one million of pounds sterling,
although there may not -be amongst the whole of them
even the one-thousandth part of this sum in gold. The
bank-notes, however, imply that they may at any time be
exchanged for gold at the bank from whence they have
been issued ; and they are taken by the public on this
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security, although it is almost universally known that
there is never in the coffers of a bank one-half the quan.
tity of gold which would be required to cash the notes
issued. It is supposed that there is in the hands of the
proprietors real capital or created wealth which will at
any time sell for the whole sumn issued by the bank ; and
hundreds of persons daily deposit their hard-earned sav-
ings in these banks on a security which, in innumerable
instances, has been found utterly worthless, and the
fail:;re of which has brought ruin and beggary on thou-
sands.

When the bank commences operations, a farmer or
tradesman, whether with or without property, can, if of
good credit, get an advance of bank-notes from the bankers,
For the use of these notes he gives to the bankers a sum
varying from five to ten pounds per hundred on the money
borrowed, according to the time the mouey is kept by him.
Thus, if a man borrow the sum of £100 for a twelve-
month, at ten per cent. interest, he pays to the banker, at
the expiration of this time, the sum of £110—thereby
giving £10 more than he received. According to the
number of borrowers the bankers have in this manner,
they become more or less rich; and, if a capital of
£1,000,000 be fully employed, at five per cent. per annum,
it will yearly bring in tf:e sum of £5,000—and this, too
without labour of any kind on the part of the mere pro-
prietors, and with very little deterioration of the original
stock! The persons who borrow the notes—whether
tradesmen or speculators—set other men to work by
means of this mouey, or buy cemmodities with it at a low
price and sell them at a high price; and thus, no matter
whether it be by giving a low price for labour and selling
its prodace at a high price, or by purchasing commodities
cheap and selling them dear, the tradesmen and specu-
lators are not only enabled to give the banker £110 for
the £100 borrowed from him, but they are alsa enabled
to live in affluence with little or no labour of their own.

Here it is seen, at a glance, how it happens that such
enormous fortunes—such millions and half-millions ster-
ling—are acquired by men who originally possessed not
one penny, and who have never produced real wealth of
the value of one farthing. Such is the system of banking
—such is the manner in which this system benefits tkose
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who make the medium and those who borromw it; and this
mode of creating and using mouey is alone sufficient, in
defiance alike of trades’ combinations and political changes,
to keep the working class the slaves of the capitalists until
doomsday.

This great wrong is part and parcel of that social sys-
tem, through the instrumentality of which the productive
classes are annually plundered of wealth to the amount of
three hundred millions sterling. It is one of the mani-
festations of the principle of unequal exchanges—it is one
of the masterly inventions framed to cloak and conceal the
treacheries of Capital towards Labour. So long as money
is thus made and issued and borrowed by individuals and
classes, it will tend to individual and class benefit—it will
separate society into rich idlers and poor workers—it will
bind Labour in fetters as durable as the system itself.

Daily experience, apart from any reasoning on the sub.
JjEct, teaches all men that the power of the capitalist does
not arise from any mental or physical superiority possessed
by his class over other classes; for, as a body, this class is
notoriously deficient in the higher attributes of existence.
They are powerful simply because they are possessed of
money—the representative of the things which the work-
ing classes have produced—for this money always enables
the capitalists to command everything which is repre-
sented by it. Thousands of instances are on record of
men of very meagre capacity commencing and carrying on
immense businesses, and growing enormously rich, simply
by means of borrowing the representative—and borrowing
it, loo, from parties aftermards proved to have been as des-
titute of real wealth as the borromers themselves were!
But the whole of the wealth acquired in this manner —
the per centage of the banker as well as the profit of the
tradesman and speculator—comes entirely from the pro-
ductive classes, and is obtained from them by means of
unequal exchanges. The present system throughout affords
the capitalist every possible facility for preying upon the
producer; for it is a vile compound of conventional usages
which enable him to grind, without ceasing, the face of
the working man.

There can, under the present arrangements of society,
be no alteration in this state of things that will be benefi-
cial to the working class. It matters not to them whe-
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ther the money thus made and issued come from a private
or a national bank. In the first case, the class from which
the money comes will ever constitute a wrong. If the
capitalists dug for gold in the bowels of the earth, and
thus exchanged their own Jabour against the labour of
others, the transaction between them and the working men
would be a foolish one, but there would be no injustice in
it. But the capitalists neither dig nor beg. They issuc a
medium, for which they receive commodities, and these
commodities they give in exchange for the gold. Thus
neither the gold nor the commodities cost the capitalist
any labour. It matters not, in regard to its general effects,
whether the medium of a banker be issued and continued
on a real or a nominal capital. The public faith is all that
the banker needs. If isolated private banks give place to
a national bank, the profits of which are devoted to public
purposes, the case will be but little better for the working
class. 'Lheir position in society, under the present systetn,
will ever prevent them from receiving any material benefit
from such an institution. They can never be borrowers—
they will never be able to work with such capital on their
own account and for their own benefit—but they will still
be set to work by others, and the profits of their labour
will be appropriated and enjoyed by others.

Not content with thus plundering the producers on all
sides, the capitalists, with a refinement in cunning until
recently unknown, have actually succeeded in making the
working class the willing instruments of their own degra-
dation.  As bank-notes have always professed to be
exchangeable for gold, and are ever going back to the
bank for such purpose, it is apparent that every bank must
have a supply of gold adequate to meet these minor
demands. The greater the number of banks, therefore,
or the larger the amount of their paper issues, the more
necessary 1s it that a considerable amount of gold should
be at hand to meet emergencies. The great body of the
producers work for weekly wages, which are paid in gold
or silver ; and as many thousands of them do not consume
all that they thus reccive, there will be a residue left on
hand to be used as occasions require. The incessant hoard-
ing even of ls. a week, by a few hundreds of thousands of
persons, will in the course of a year amount to a consider-
able sum ; and as this is drawn from the circulation, the
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stocks of metal in the banks decrease, and the bankers find
it difficult to meet the demand for coin.  There is in the
United Kinidom a government bank, called the Bank of
England, which may be regarded as the great fountain
from whence the other banks derive their golden stores.
This bank has ever suffered, in common with others, from
any deficiency in its amount of gold; and to remedy this
inconvenience, and at the same time increase the profits of
the bank, and give the government a better hold upon
a discontented population, some cunning brain devised a
“ Savings' Bank"-—a triple engine of power in the hands
of Capital and Despotism.  Through the instrumentalit
of this invention, the coffers of the bankers receive bacK
the specic almost as fast as it is taken from them—the
government bankers extract a large revenue from the pro-
ductive classes by allowing the capitalists to make use of
their money—and the government itself holds, as it were,
sd" many golden chains to bind men to it and to the exist-
ing order of things.

The government now owes to the productive classes, for
money thus deposited in Savings’ Banks, a sum of above
£14,000,000 sterling—a sum which, if applied to the sub-
version instead of the continuance of the present social
system, would make a breach that no power could repair.
The greater part of this sum has been deposited in gold
and silver, and specie is therefore expected back again
when wanted; but there is not in possession of all the
banks in the country specie equivalent to meet the demands
on the Savings’ Bank. Thus this money may be regarded
as all but lost to those who deposited it in the hands of
the government ; and although a timely application would
secure a part, some persons must eventually go without.
The present has been called an age of revolutions, and the
overtﬁrow of dynasties and the partition of kingdoms are
yearly heard of; and should any event take place in the
United Kingdom calculated to shake public confidence or
cause internal commotions, and thus send the productive
classes‘in droves for their mouney, an immediate stoppage
would be put to all refunding—and distress and starvation
would be left to work out their own cure, unalleviated by
the assistance of former savings. That sucha restriction
of the issues of coin would probably be the case, may be
inferred from experience, the same stoppage of the supplies
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having been resorted to on former and similar occasions—
that such would most certainly be the case, is self-evident
from the fact, that the amount of specie wanted is neither
in the hands of nor in any way procurable by the govern-
ment ; and if paper be given by them, it has been already
shewn that nothing will be given.

Thus, for the trifling bait—the so-called  interest”—of
6d. per annum for the use of £1, the productive classes are
ignorantly led not only to provide the capitalists with wea-
pons to conquer them, but likewise to endanger or lose
entirely the miserable pittance which years of denial have
enabled them toaccumulate. But were these united savings
applied to the purchase of real capital, and the employment
of the working classes by and for themselves, on the sys-
tem of community of possessions and equality of rights,
there would be introduced into the present system a power
sulficient speedily to overthrow it, and to hurl down and
destroy the dominion of Labour’s enemies. *

Under the present arrangements of society, money is, as
it were, a chain of communication between the positive and
the negative—between those who produce everything and
those who produce nothing—hetween the working man and
the capitalist. Through its instrumentality, all that is
generated by the power of labour is perpetually carried
off, and absorbed by capital. There is in things a principle
which keeps them in equilibrium with each other ; and
when one receives a property of which it was before desti-
tute, it parts with some other property in exchange. This
law holds good even between the capitalist and ‘the pro-
ducer ; and the latter receives, in exchange for what he
gives to the capitalist—not the labour nor the produce of
the labour of the capitalist, but—work! Through the
instrumentality of money, the working class are not only
compelled to perform the labour which the preservation of
existence naturally imposes upon them, but they are like-
wise saddled with the labour of other classes. It matters
not whether the producers now receive gold, or silver, or
other commodities from a non-producing class: it all
amounts to this—that the working class perform their
own labour, and support themselves, and likewise perform
the labour of the capitalist, and maintain him into the
bargain!  Whatever may be the nominal receipts which
the producers receive from the capitalists, their actual
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receipts arc—the transfer of that labour which ought to
be rendered by the capitalists.

Such, then, is money—such is the mode in which it is
created—such are the evils and the wrongs inseparable from
its existence, so long as it is created and used by particu-
lar classes, to the exclusion of other classes. Such exclu-
siveness must ever compel the working class to be the
slaves and the tools of their fellows ; and the seal of their
doom can be broken asunder ouly by a power which at the
same time overthrows the present system.

CHAPTER XI.

AN OUTLINE OF A SOCIAL MOVEMENT.

Ir sufficient proof has not been given of the corrupt ten-
dencies and the unimprovable character of the present sys.
tem, those who wish for more evidence have not far to look
for it. Let us go where we will—see and hear what we
will—read of the past and the present what we will—all
places, actions, and times, have the same tale to tell. His-
tory and experience bear evidence, in characters of fire,
and blood, and misery, that this social system never has
been, is not now, and never can be, anything but a dark
and chaotic sea of evil, in which oppression is unpunished,
virtue and morality unregarded, merit unrewarded, and
the tears of the widow and the orphan unpitied and un-
heeded: Thus, from its very nature, and the irremediable
evils connected with it, there is nothing to induce us to
retain the present system, even were its subversion attended
by treble the difficulty which stands in the way of its
accomplishment.

Changes are ever taking place, more or less important in
regard to their effects upon society. Man is a progressing
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being ; and he looks to the past, therefore, not so much to
take pattern of that which was good, as to derive warning
from that which was evil. In regard toany forward move-
ment which may be made, the considerations which have
been already entered into respecting what is well and what
is ill in the present system, and what is requisite to the
establishment and the progression of a better system, will
enable us to determine what should be given up and what
retained. Keeping all these things in view, we can at once
briefly proceed to the consideration of a mode of subvert-
ing the present system, independent alike of change of
character or the accumulation of capital among those
making the attempt—two requisites almost indispensable
to the success of any of the plans which have been
examined.

Of the six millions of adult men in the United King-
dom, it has been calculated that about five millions assist in
producing and distributing wealth ; and that of this num,.
ber, four millions belong to the division called the working
class. It has been shewn that, by the present arrange-
ments of society, this last great division receive scarcely
£200,000,000 of the £500,000,000 of wealth annually
created, which averages about £11 per head for the men,
women, and children comprised in this class; and that for
this miserable pittance they toil, on the average, 11 hours
a day.

Ayconsideration of the principles of production has
shewn us, that three things only ai > necessary to the crea-
tion of any amount of wealth, namely, raw material,
labour, and capital ; and it has likewise taught us the best
means of regulating the various powers at our disposal-—by
union of forces and division of labour—so as to produce
the greatest quantity of wealth with the least expenditure
of capital and labour. The best exemplification of the
power which man may wield by union of forces and divi-
sion of labour, is afforded by the working of a joint-stock
company. These companies are usurping, in all flirgc.tions
the places and occupations hitherto confined to individual
capitalists and traders; and the systematic and extended
manner in which this joint-stock system of-trading has
been acted upon during late years, has given almost every
person some knowledge of the principles and mode of
action from which its strength is derived.  The gigantic
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power of such companies is beheld in innumerable roads
railways, and canals, and in the creation and distribution
of almost every description of wealth. It is known that
the power of these companies arises solely from the skilful
application of capital and labour; and it is self-evident
that the like application of capital and labour, under simi-
lar circumstances, will ever produce similar results.

We have already, as it were, taken stock of the real
capital and the employed and unemployed labour in the
United Kingdom. We have found the capital to be worth
10 less than five thousand millions sterling, which, under
present arrangements, gives employment only to about four
millions of working men and one million of half_employed
distributors—thkus leaving unused and mis-used the effec.
tive strength of one million of men, in connection with
uncultivated land, and unemployed machinery and tools, in
every factory and workshop, suflicient to fill the hands of
all men.  Thousands now starve in unproductive inaction
because the capitalist cannot employ them—the capitalist
cannot give them work because he cunnot find a market for
his produce—there is no market for the produce because
those who want the produce have nothing but their labour
to give in exchange for it—and their labour is unem-
ployed because the capitalist does not know how to set
them to work—and thus the evils of the present system
run round in a circle, one connected with and dependent
upon another, and every one individually incurable.

Therefore, in respect to a social change :—it is not dis-
puted that there is in the United Kingdom a sufficiency of
the raw material of wealth to employ all the labour which
can be brought to bear upon it—it is universally known
that there are tens of thousands of half_starved men in
unproductive inaction—it has been proved, by flushes of
trade at different times, that there are implements and
machines to fill the hands of all—the experience of many
years has proved that there is generally food enough in the
country to support comfortably all the inhabitants from one
harvest to another, and that any amount can be had by
exchanging our productions for the corn of foreign coun-
tries—it has heen shewn that a medium of exchange, or
money, can be manufactured in such abundance as to set in
motion all the unemployed labour and implements in the
country—and as there are all these requisites and facilities,
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why should they not be made a proper use of, and all the
advantages obtained which can be made to result from the
combined operation of so many powers ?

Without, for the present, entering into a consideration
of the possibility of effecting this change, let it for a
moment be supposed that the whole five millions of the
adult producers in the United Kingdom are formed into a
number of joint-stock companies, containing from 100 to
1,000 men each, according to locality and other circum-
stances—that each of these companies is comprised of mer
of one trade, or confines its attention to the production or
distribution of particular commodities—that these compa-
nies have in use, by hire or purchase, the land and fixed
capital of the country—that they are set in motion and kept
moving by a circulating bank-note capital equivalent to
£100 for each associated member of the community, which,
taking into account the women and children connected with
the five millions of producers, will comprise, altogether,
about twenty millions of individuals, and a capital of two
thousand millions sterling. Supposing the productive clas-
ses of the United Kingdom to be thus associated together,
for the production and distribution of wealth—that they
trade together with a floating capital of £2,000,000,000—
that all their affairs are conducted through the instrumen-
tality of general and local boards of trade, comprised of
the most able and business-like men that can be found—
that the members of all the companies, after the manuer
of the present system, are paid weekly wages for their la-
bour—what is there now accomplished in respect to pro-
duction and distribution, either by joint-stock companies
or individual capitalists, which could not likewise be ac-
complished by the productive classes thus associated ? The
wonders which are wrought everywhere around us, by
means of joint-stock companies, shew what even a very
limited union of forces is capable of accomplishing ; and if
individual and unallied companies cdan effect thus much,
what may not be achieved by the united powers of thou-
sands of such companies—all having a common interest,
working for a common end, and deriving a common benefit
from all that is produced?

A few very simple arrangements would enable a change
like this to be effected ; and snch a change would at once
set in motion the whole of the unemployed labour in the
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empire—it would, without inflicting injury on any trade
or any individual, allow of the introduction of an unlimited
quantity of machinery—and the power of this gigantic
union of labour and machinery would be maintained by a
circulating medium of two thousand millions of pounds
sterling. The imagination, chained down to the molehill
mountains of the present system, cannot at once embrace
the vast prospect and the almost omnipotent powers un-
folded in a change like this!

A social movement of this character would require no
fundamental alteration in disposition, or character, or
habits, in the parties acting. There are no new feelings
to be acquired, no old associations to be shaken off, more
than would be requisite in any simple governmental change,
such as men are yearly subjected to. The whole movement
would require only co-operation in its simplest form, such
as at the present moment exists in every trade and in every
workshop, where persons of the widest extremes in respect
to character, strength, and opinion, harmoniously co-oper-
ate together to effect some definite object in production.
The path to action is thus already prepared, and we should
only have to go forward, as it were, upon a beaten and a
well-known road.

Competition could have no existence in a change like
this ; and the economists, considering competition as the
mainspring of production, unhesitatingly predict that
any social arrangements which take away this stimulus—
which remove the fear of future want or the hope of future
gain—will be injurious to production, and subversive of
the prosperity and harmony of society. Instances are
brought forward to shew that, in proportion as men are
secured against the future, they relax in their endeavours,
and become careless of labvur, and of the production of
wealth—that men are not so willing to exert themselves
in procuring that which will be enjoyed by all, as if the
enjoyment were confined exclusively to themselves—that
when production is the business of every body it is the
business of nobody, and each man endeavours to escape at
the expense of his neighbours.

Although the testimony of experience goes to prove the
general truth of these objections, when they are applied
to the world as it is, it has been shewn that they have no
force when opposed to a social system combining a change of
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character and new social arrangements, or to the joint-
stock modification now under consideration. Competition
is only a secondary cause of production; for men compete
with each other for the possession of certain things, be-
cause they desire these things, and because, under the

resent system, they can obtain them only by competition.

t is the natural desire for things, and not the competition,
which originally incites men to action ; and so long as this
desire exists, production will go forward efliciently, unal-
lied with and independent of competition. If there were
plenty of work for all men, there would now be no compe-
tition for it; nor would there be any competition for the
possession of particular commodities, if there were a suffi-
ciency of every thing produced to supply the wants of all ;
and yet men would work together, and produce commodities
in greater abundance, and enjoy themselves in a far greater
degree, in such a state of things, than if one-half of them
were idle, and the other half, by competition, were reduced
to the necessity of labouring for what may be called a
nominal existence. Competition, likewise, can be dispensed
with as a stimulant to enterprise and invention ; for it is
notorious that the majority of inventors and intellectual
labourers, instead of expecting or receiving any reward,
now live and die in a state of poverty and misery exceed-
ing even that of the most mindless being who makes use
of their discoveries. If it be contended that men will
not do their duty to their fellows without being spurred
on by a stimulus more or less connected with their animal
wants—that if the men of all trades and professions re-
ceive one uniform rate of wages, a carelessness will be
engendered as to whether much or little is produced—
that if all be insured a future provision, they will become
indifferent to present exertion—if these and similar argu-
ments be brought forward aguinst the contemplated change,
they will be of no more weight than if applied to indi-
viduale under the present system. Under the joint-stock
movement, there will be all the incentives to action which
exist at present—there will be a Public Opinion to give
its award to particular actions—and the provision for the
future will, as is now the case, depend upon the labour of
the past. In almost all trades, the workmen now receive
a stated weekly sum, although the powers of production of
various individuals differ considerably ; and yet such uni-
formity in the rate of payment docs not encourage idleness.
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The opinion entertained of a man by his fellow-workmen
is generally sufficient to excite him to honest exertions ;
and the advantages held out by the joint-stock system—
in which every person would ultimately receive the mhole
fruits of his labour—are so superior to any now enjoyed,
that they could not fail to create one universal spirit of
enterprise and activity.

It can be easily determined in what manner such a sys-
tem would work in regard to individuals and to society at
large.” We have already supposed that an indefinite num-
ber of joint-stock companies are formed—that their tran-
sactions are governed by general and local boards of trade,
which would regulate production and distribution in gross
—that their minor details are superintended by managers
and overlookers, as at present—that the members of these
companies work the same number of hours and receive one
uniform rate of wages. Under the present system, the
hours of labour vary from eighty to forty, and the wages
from fifty to ten shillings per week ; but in scarcely any
instance have the wages any dependence on the hours of
labour, for it generally happens that those receive the least
wages who work the greatest number of hours. Under
the joint-stock system, however, so great would be the
amount of labour and machinery of every kind set in
motion, that, in a short time, sufficient wealth would be
produced for the enjoyment of all persons by an expendi-
ture of pot more than five hours’ labour a day. But even
at its first institution, it would require no more than from
eight to ten hours'labour per day from each associated
producer ; and this moderate exertion would yield him an
equivalent equal to two shillings an hour. Cost of produc-
tion would in every instance determine value; and equal
values would always exchange for equal values. If one
person worked a whole week, and another worked only half
a week, the first would receive double the remuneration of
the last ; but this extra pay of the one would not be at the
expense of the other, nor would the loss incurred by the Jast
man fall in any way upon the first. Each person would
exchange the wages he individually received, for commodi-
ties of the same value as his respective wages; and in no
case could the gain of one man or one trade be a loss to
another man or another trade. The labour of every indi-
vidual would alone determine his gains and his losses.

The arrangements respecting the production of food
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could be adjusted on the same principle of equality as
would prevail in manufactures of various kinds. As the
land, like the houses and machinery, would be held as
common property, the value of all its products would be
estimated on an equitable principle, such as should afford
equal advantages to every member of society. Those
employed in agriculture would be remunerated according
to their labour, and not by amount of crop; and society
at large would receive the benefit, or bear the loss, of pro-
ductive or unproductive seasons.

Under this joint-stock modification of society, as under
a more perfect system, ample provision could be made for
the young, the aged, and the infirm, without subjecting
parents or relatives to the least trouble or anxiety. With
regard to employment, every company would be open to
the admission of persons whose labour had been superseded
by machinery ; and who, by being immediately provided
with a suitable occupation, would neither suffer loss thems
selves, nor inflict an injury upon society. There is so much
of all kinds of work to be done, that there never can be
too much labour set at liberty, or superseded by machinery.
But if any man, or any body of men, be made to suffer
from an improvement which confers a benefit upon society
at large, an act of gross injustice is committed ; for as
every individual ought to confer as much benefit as possi-
ble upon society, so, likewise, is society equally bound to
contribute to the welfare of all its members. But society
can do this only by instituting such social arangements as,
while they enforce the principle and practice of nniversal la-
bour, take care that employment shall almays be procurable.
It is easy enough for the overgorged capitalist to say to the
working man whose labour, under the present system, has
been superseded by machinery— Turn to some other
employment !” The world now offers the workman no such
employment, and he is therefore compelled to combat
agaiast his steam and iron adversaries until he is worked
to death, or perishes from disease and starvation.

At the present time, it would be useless to enter inte
minute details of what could and what should be done
under a new social system such as that under consideration,
We have experience to guide us in almost every thing ;
for the present movement is not an introduction of new
principles and modes of action, but simply the application
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of existing principles and modes to a new object—the uni-
versal and equal benefit of society at large, instead of the
aggrandisement of particular individuals and classes. There
is always, if it be rightly managed, a fund of common
sense in the world sufficient for all emergencies. Almost
every man is aware of the order and precision with which
the transactions of companies and individuals are at present
carried on, however extensive or complicated they may be.
By means of general and local boards of trade, and the di-
rectors attached to each individual company, the quantities
of the various commodities required for consumption—the
relative value of each in regard to each other—the num-
ber of hands required in various trades and descriptions of
labour—and all other matters connected with production
and distribution, could in a short time be as easily deter-
mined for a nation as for an individual company under the
preseat arrangements. Statistics of every kind would
dequire a degree of correctness and perfection such as they
can never attain to under the existing system. The simple
principles of equality are of such a nature that they can
be acted upon in all transactions and all emergencies ; for,
like the compass of the mariner, they can guide alike in the
darkness as in the sunshine—in the storm as in the calm.

The social change under consideration, great and benefi-
cial as would be its own immediate effects, would be an
easy preparatory step to the more perfect change already
considered. There is nothing in the movement which can
arouse the fears of the most faint-hearted. It is not to be
expected that society can become perfect at once—that the
vicious propensities and wrong notions which have grown
with our growth and strengthened with our strength, can
be eradicated or changed in a moment. But as compara-
tive wealth and increased leisure shall take the place of
hopeless poverty and inordinate toil—when better arrange-
ments than those which now exist shall diffuse education
universally—when the present narrow views and warped
sympathies of classes shall be expanded and adjusted, and
men made to regard all their fellows as members of one
great family, having a common interest and progressinﬁ
towards a common end—then will society gradually an
imperceptibly glide into the state desired, and establish
those institutions and usages which are so essential to the
highest scale of civilization.
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Every whole is but an aggregate of parts, and a nation
will ever be broken up into communities or divisions of
some kind. As individuals compose families, and families
towns, under the existing system, so likewise would they
after the joint_stock change had been effected.  The pre-
sent distribution of people in towns and villages, bad as it
is, would not be directly interfered with ; nor would there
be any immediate destruction and re-erection of the build-
ings now in existence, unhealthy and uncomfortable as
they are.  We have all, more or less, imbibed feelings of
attachment to our present habits, pursuits, and modes of
action. We are thus morally incapacitated from acting
upon a more perfect division of society into communities
comprised of many families, in which there is but one
feeling and one manner of living. It is not pretended
that society, in these days, has knowledge enough, or mo-
rality enough, or honesty enough, for such a system. The
trammelled minds of men cannot yet grasp the great anll
glorious destiny which is conceived for them in the womb
of the future. But if perfection cannot be attained at
once, there is nothing to deter men from planting the seed
of future good.

Although society will ever be broken up into parts, it
does not necessarily follow that those parts shall always
maintain the same jarring and hostile relation to each
other as they now do, and always will do, when classified
as rich and poor. Man is not natvrally the enemy of man ;
nor would he ever be so, if the interest of one were not
opposed to the interest of another. This opposition of
interests does not exist in joint_stock companies. If one
shareholder gain or lose anything by a company, all the
other members do so likewise ; and this universality and
equality of interest at present exists under no other circum-
stances. Thus, either under the joint-stock division of
society, or in any other modification of the principle of
community, where labour is universal and remuneration in
E;oportion to the labour, the interest of any one man will

equally the interest of all ; and this reciprocity and
e1uality of interests would extend from one company to
all.

Thus, taking society as we find it—with all its irra-
tional habits and prejudices, its ill-arranged and incommo-
dious habitations and modes of production, its depraved
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tastes and ignorant appliances of the means of enjoyment
~—no arrangements can bring into operation powers so
extensive in their application and gigantic in their results,
as those existing in connection with a joint-stock modifi-
cation of the principle of community of possessions. Such
a system would be simple and eﬁ'ectuall) in regard to the
creation and distribution of wealth—it would, as far as
possible, insure equality of exchanges, and give to every
man that true independence which, under the present
system, must ever be unknown to the workman—it would
instantly alleviate the poverty, and crime, and vicious
habits, produced by too little and too much work—it would
allow of a comfortable provision for the young, the old, and
the infirm, without discomfort to themselves or loss to the
community. Under such social arrangements, one class
would not, as at present, be dependent upon another for
employment ; nor could the gains of one man be an accu-
thulation of the losses of another.

The objections which have been urged by the economists
against the more perfect system of community of posses.
sions, do not appry to this joint-stock modification of the
principle. The present could not be called the trying of a
mere experiment—the feeling of our way in the dark—the
rrecursor of universal apathy, and poverty, and immora-

ity. Throughout this change, society would act upon
well-known principles—principles which the experience of
every day proves to be the more efficacious and powerful in
groportion as the{ are the more extensively acted upon.

t would be simply an extension of the union of a few
individuals, to effect a definite object, into the alliance of
the people of a nation, to effect the same object ; and as a
joint-stock company is stronger than an individual, so will
a nation of such companies be superior to any isolated com-
bination.

The production and distribution of an unlimited quan-
tity of wealth, although the first, is not the only requisite
to the welfare of society. The next class of arrangements
of importance are those relating to education as a whole—
to the moral and physical culture of man—to the teaching
him his rights ang is duties—to the entire formation of
his character. Under the joint-stock modification of
society, this great object could be speedily and effectually
attained. The time and the means which are now so ill-
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applied to this purpose, could be at once turnmed into a
proper channel, and be indefinitely increased—the demo-
ralizing circumstances which now more or less surround
and influence every human being from birth to death,
would shortly cease to have existence—and, by a few sim-

le arrangements, every child might receive the best train-
ing without either trouble or anxiety on the part of its
parents, or loss to the community at large.

In connection with this joint-stock system, as well as in
the more perfect form of community, arrangements might
be made for the support of women and children, without
the former being dependent on their husbands, or the lat-
ter on their parents, for the means of subsistence. When
rationally viewed, the maintenance and education of chil-
dren by their parents is a glaring defect in every social
system in which the practice prevails. It may be affirmed,
truly enough, that all parents have a natural desire to pro-
vide for their offspring—that the same stimulus to parer-
tal exertion exists even among animals—and it may be
from hence inferred, that, by establishing institutions
which throw this burthen upon society at large, we act
confrary to, and endeavour to subvert, the natural desires
of the human breast. Such aun objection as this arises
from a contracted view of the subject. The inherent feel-
ings of parents can never be annihilated, either in human
beings or in brutes ; but it does not follow, hecause man-
kind happen to have these feelings in common with brutes,
that they should act in the same manner, and individually
provide for the childhood of their little ones. We are
placed in a very different position, in respect to means, to
that of any class of beings around us; and we are pos-
sessed of much higher faculties than those enjoyed by any
of the modifications of intelligence with which we are
acquainted. We take pattern by them in nothing ; and
although man and brute are alike possessed of similar
natural feelings in regard to their offspring, yet, while the
brute is guided in the preservation of its young by instinct
only, man has reason as well as instinct to direct him.
Thus, while instinct ever compels human beings to provide
for their children, reason only can direct them how to do
this in the most effectual manner.

Experience, fraught with innumerable troubles and
sorrows, shews every parent—and especially every parent
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in the productive class—how lamentably imperfect are the

resent arrangements of society for the protection and
welfare of children. The greater part of the sum total of
human discomfort is now comprised of parental anxiety
for the preservation and happiness of offspring. In con-
sideration of his children, how long and patiently does the
workman toil—how many of the insolences of upstart
authority does he silently receive—how enduringly does
he bear the galling of every chain which the present
accursed system fastens upon him! Although solicitude
will ever exist, yet fear and doubt, respecting the welfare
of their children are no ingredients in parental happiness.
By the present irrational arrangements of society, man-
kind are degraded to the level of brutes,—over which they
suffer their boasted reason to give them no pre-eminence,
in respect to the preservation of their offspring. Society,
when viewed as a whole—in its composition, its constitu-
thon, and its intention—ought to know, as society, of no
such limited distinctions as those of parents and children.
Every child ought to be regarded and protected as the
child of society ; and society, in its turn, ought to be as a
helping child to every aged parent. Every individual,
besides his natural relationship to other individuals, has a
relationship likewise to society at large ; and society, by
instituting arrangements for the punishment or protection
of its members, tacitly acknowledges this relationship even
under the present system, But under a rational organiza-
tion of society, the immediate dependence of children upon
their parents would be, as it ought to be, entirely done
away with ; and society, taking upon itself the physical,
moral, and intellectual culture of all its foster-children,
would leave to their parents, as individuals, no offices to
perform but the caressings of parental love.

There can be neither wrong nor loss inflicted upon
society by thus maintaining its children. The considera-
tions which have been already entered into respecting the
nature and origin of wealth, and the experience which
man has of his powers of production, go to shew, that,
while there is a sufficiency of raw material there never can
be too much labour. Every child contains in embryo more
or less of labour, mental and corporeal ; and consequently,
under arrangements which ¢nforce universal labour, and at
the same time keep in view the accumulation of sufficient
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capital to set this labour in motion as it arrives, every
child, instead of being a loss, will be a profit to society.
It is society, and not the individual parents, which receives
the benefits arising from the male and female childrer
born into the world ; and upon society, therefore, have
they a just claim for an outfit.  There would exist under
the social system of community, none of the incentives to
celibacy which now influence so many thousands, The
facility for marriage would be co-extensive with the desire
for it.  All parents would contribute to the support of all
children, in an indirect manner, through proper social
regulations ; and thus children would not be, as at pre-
sent, unjustly visited and punished by the sins of their
parents.

Bad as are the social arrangements which leave children
immediately dependent upon their parents for education
and subsistence, a still worse feature in the present system,
and one productive of the greater part of the demoralih-
tion and vice which surround us, is that custom of society
which leaves woman dependent upon individual man for
subsistence. Woman should be altogether as independent
of man, in respect to her occupation and her maintenance,
as man is independent of her or of his fellow-man. Woman
is not naturally, and never can be legally, the slave or the
property of man ; but, in regard to every right appertain-
ing to human existence, she stands with man on a footing
of the most perfect equality. Under the present sys-
tem, woman is dependent upon and is regarded as inferior
to man—she is by turns his slave and his plaything—she
has no equal social rights, and no political existence.
Spoiled by a pernicious and deficient education, half-
despised for the apparent want of those mental powers
which are not permitted to be called forth and exercised,
and degraded by her dependent position,—woman is now
fixed in a labyrinth of tyranny and injustice from which
she cannot be rescued by any means which do not afford
her entire independence of the control of her self-styled
superior, in the same degree as he is independent of her.
When released from such dominion—when relieved from
the fear of future want, and made a co-equal with man—
when fostered and protected by social institutions calcula-
ted to make her physically, morally, and mentally, what
she should be—then will she stand in her true position—
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then wlll the unknown and now unappreciable treasures of
her heart and mind be poured out, and she will be to man
# a help-mate meet for him.”

This joint-stock modification of society would in a short
time prepare the way for the introduction of social arrange-
ments calculated to effect all these objects, and every other
which philanthropy can desire and intellect discover for
the hall.vpiness of society. There is ample scope afforded,
for philosophical inquiry, and invention, and experiment,
by the establishment of national institutions provided with
every requisite that unfettered ingenuity and labour can
bring into existence. Old age and impotency could be
provided for in a manner such as worn-out Labour well
deserves for the honest exertions of its better days—and
this, too, as a matter of right, and apart from all the feel-
ings now existing in connexion with charity and alms.
houses. All losses to individuals and companies, by fire,
shipwreck, and other disasters, could be made, as in justice
they ought, to fall upon society at large. There would be
one great gainer and one great loser—the nation—for
society would form, as it were, one vast insurance com-
Pany, in which the profits only would be known, and the
osses be unfelt and unseen.

Upon the establishment of such a system, every social,
political, and ecclesiastical grievance under which men now
suffer, and with which they have ineffectually combated
for centuries, would be almost instantly annibilated. In-
tolerance would give place to liberality ; and a just, natural,
and rational equality of rights and possessions would suc-
ceed the present system of exaltations and abasements—
of tyranny and slavery—wherein the hand of every man
is raised against his fellow, and a wide-spread conventional
hypocrisy of love exists in the place of that sympathy and
kindness which nature prompts us to entertain towards
each other.  Under this joint-stock system, the same as
under that now existing, every individual would be at
liberty to accumulate as much as he pleased, and to enjoy
such accumulations when and where he might think pro-
per.  The savings of every man would be his own, and
would in no way affect the savings of his fellow ; for equal
exchanges, and individual independence of individual, ren-
der wealth an almost powerless instrumeut of mischief.
By the imposition of a direct tax ou individuals or on
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articles of consumption, together with the rents of build-
ings, &c., ample funds could be secured to meet all the
expenses connected with the proper government of society,
the education of all its children, the maintenance of the
infirm, the prosecution of scientific research, the progres-
sive demolition and re-erection of the habitations now in
existence, the formation of roads, and the establishment
of every institution required to meet the wants and the
exigencies of society.

Thus, with a social change like this, although the face
of society would retain for a time, its present appearance,
its whole inner constitution would be daily undergoing a

urification, a reviviscency, which would shortly extend to
1ts outward aspect. The abominable wickedness and vice
of every kind—the unmitigated moral putrescency —which
now exists in the very heart’s core of society, and stinks in
the nostrils of Truth and Justice, would speedily give
place to a purity and vitality such as society has never y&t
enjoyed ; and the swelling torrent of human happiness,
flowing from the rock of right, would bound from heart to
heart, until all had drunk of its waters and felt their soul-
cheering influence.

To those, then, who deem that a social change is neces-
sary, and to those who decry all such changes as the hallus
cinations of misguided visionaries or the artful impositions
of designing miscreants, the outline of a social movement
is before them for consideration Founded as it is upon
established principles of productiou, and acting t‘hroughout
upon a well-known and well-tried plan of operations, there
can be little doubt that it would tend to the speedy pro-
gression of the human race towards that ultimate degree
of happiness and perfectibility by which all finite things
are bounded. Such a change would give increased wealth
and increased leisure to society at large, and thereby re.
move the poverty and ignorauce which now exist—it
would be destructive of the present class and caste division
of society, as well as of the social and governmental ty.
ranny engendered by this division—and, by allowing of the
introduction of circumstantial regulations favourable to
the object in view, would enable all persons to acquire a
degree of physical, moral, and intellectual excellenge to
which, under the present system, they can never attain.

A change like this,as wellas the more perfeet chauge al-
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ready considered, presupposes that all the real capital of the
country — the land, buildi:gs, machinery, vessels, and every
other description of reproducible wealth, except the per-
sonal property of individuals—is possessed and controlled
by society at large ; that the occupations and authority of
the present capitalists and employers, in their individual-
ized capacity, ave superseded ; that society is, as it were,
one great joint-stock company, composed of an indefinite
number of smaller companies, all labouring, producing,
and exchanging with each other on terms of the most per-
foct equality. The idea of such a thing is easily conceived ;
and to act upon the counception will be as easy a matter
as to conceive it,

Hitherto, we have regarded this social movement only as
an established change, without taking into consideration
the means whereby such a change is to be accomplished,
and the real capital of the country obtained possession of
by the productive classes. It has been shewn that, under
the present system, wealth is acquired by individuals
two ways—by labour, and by trading—the first being de-
pendent on its own exertions, and the latter being derived,
by unequal exchanges, from the exertions of others. Gold
and silver coin and bank-notes are the exponents of wealth ;
and when a-man has obtained possession of these—no matter
by what means—he can find multitudes of persons willing
to give him lands, houses, or anything else, in exchange
for his coin and bank-notes. It i:as been shewn that coin
and notes are valuable only by conventional usage; and
that such value depends upon the existence of the real
capital, of which they are no more than the representatives.

This was exemplified by the fact, that the wealth or the
poverty of a nation depends, not on the amount of the
gold and silver possessed by the people, but upon the
buildings, ships, machinery, and commodities in the coun-
try ; and that, were we now without these things, and shut
out from communion with other countries, we should be
no begter off than so many starving beggars, even if every
individual were possessed of a million of sovereigns; be-
cause there woulm no produce to be purchased from each
other for the maintenance of life. But, under present
arrangements, a man will give up his real capital—his
buildings, and machinery, and food—for its worthless re-
presentatives, gold and bank-notes; and he does so only
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because he is well assured, by his experience of the conven-
tional usages of society, that he can at any time receive for
his gold and notes an amount of real wealth equivalent to
their apparent value. He knows that this money will pro-
cure him lodgings, food, and clothiug, or any ot{er requi-
site of life, for twenty or forty years to come, as the
amount may be. It matters not whether any of these
things be in existence at the time a man receives his mone
guarantee for them: he knows that there is real capitaK
somewhere, to the amount of his bond, and that men will
toil for and give to him, in exchange for this gold or paper
bond, real wealth of every kind to the full amount. It is
from these considerations that men buy and sell with
money, and give up the real thing for its representative ;
and upon the same principle, and by the same means, may
the working classes purchase from the capitalists all those
vast accumulations which the present system of unequal
exchanges has enabled them to obtain possession of. »
The real capital of the country has been estimated to
be worth five thousand millions of pounds sterling ; and it
has been shewn that the value of the wealth annually
produced in the United Kingdom does not fall short of
£500,000,000, of which the working classes receive and
enjoy less than £200,000,000. If the working classes had
only themselves to maintain, at tbe present rate, and were
they to produce annually no greater an amount even than
this £500,000,000, they would, in the course of seventeen
years, create wealth sufficient t. purchase all the present
fixed capital of the empire. But it has been shewn that
their position, and the enormous burthens which they have
to sustain, will ever prevent them from being accumulators
to any considerable amount under the present system ; and
that the subversion of this system, by such means, is an
event to be looked for only in the course of centuries,
during which the greatest part of the working class must
suffer, with unmitigated severity, all the ewils .entalled
upon them by the existing state of things. As it is neces-
sary, however, to the success of any social change, that the
real capital of the country should be possessed by the pro-
ductive classes—as they must acquire such capital by
purchase—as they have no means, under present cir-
cumstances, of accumulating sufficient wealth to purchase
this capital during many generations—it is apparent that
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the productive classes must still remain the prey and the
slaves of their fellows, unless some plan be adopted differ-
ent to any hitherto made use of by them.

The discovery and adoption of such a plan will be any-
thing but dificult. To accomplish the end desired, let it
for a moment be supposed that the desire for a social change
is almost universal among the productive classes—that each
trade establishes within itself the germs of a future com-
pany—that a provisional government of delegates from
each is appointed and convened—that paper money, and a
coinage of pottery, bearing the two denominations of
amount of labour and amount sterling, is created for the
purpose of superseding the present medium, and carrying
on the future transactions of society—and that a bargain
takes place between the producers thus united and the capi-
talists, and the fixed capital is transferred from the one to
the other.

« In none of these suppositions—not even in the last—is
there anything impossible. It is not indispensable to the
success of the movement, that the whole of the capitalists
and producers should at once concur in the settlement of
the question. The change might be accomplished just so
far as there might be capitalists and producers willing to
agree in the matter. Assuming, however, that all parties
are willing to sell and to buy on the terms proposed—that
the capitalists receive their vouchers and give up their
property—that the vast amount of unemployed labour and
machinery which now exists is set in motion—that new
inventions and new appliances are brought to bear in the
business of production—that the combined lubour and
energies of the productive classes are bronght into one
focus and directed to a common end—the whole of the two
thousand millions of debt might be wiped off within
twenty years, and the capitalists would be enabled to enjoy
this vast sum as they pleased, in the most perfect security,
and uninterfered with by the busy world around them.

What are the real difficulties which stand in the way of
a tradsaction such as this? On the one side there is
nothing needed but union and industry—on the other,
confidence is the sole requisite. The purchase of the real
capital of the country, in the manner under consideration,
would be as much a legal and proper purchase as any tran-
saction which now takes place between a seller and a buyer.
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The magnitude of the contract does not alter its character.
If the working classes had gold in their possession where-
with to pay in advaunce for the things wanted, thousands
of capitalists would be willing to make the bargain: and
no difficulty would stand in the way of selling the same
property to known capitalists, even if they were not pos-
sessed of gold, but were simply to give, as security, a
promise to pay at some future specified time. If a work-
Ing man pay gold to a capitalist, or one capitalist pay gold
to another, he merely gives a representative of the things
which labour has produced—if he give a bond to pay at a
future time, he merely promises to pay what labour mwell
produce. The past, the present, and the future transac-
tions of Capital all depend on Labour for their fulfilment,
Such being the case, why should not Labour itself make a
purchase 7 Why should not the bond of Labour, to pay
at a future time what itself only can produce, be as valu-
able as the bond of Capital, to pay what this very samg
Labour is to produce? If gold be paid at once to the
capitalist for his machinery and buildings, this gold is no
more than a voucher that the capitalist shall receive other
wealth to the full value of the things obtained from him:
if a bond be given, it is equally a voucher that the con-
tract shall be made good. The gold and notes would
now be taken by the capitalist for his commodities, simply
because the gold and notes form the common circulating
medium: and as, in the contemplated change, the notes
issued by the productive classes would likewise form the
circulating medium, they would in every respect be
equally as valuable as the gold. If security be wanted by
the capitalist, that the contract shall be abided by, is the
security offered by a people of less worth than that offered
by an individual? There are innumerable instances of
individual breach of faith—the page of history teems with
records of governmental treachery—but there cannot be
found one solitary instance of the infringement of a con-
tract by a people. .

The considerations entered into respecting the wrongs
necessarily endured by the working classes under the
present system, have shewn us that these wrongs owe
their origin to unequal exchanges, and the consequent
division of society into employers and employed, or rich
and poor ; and the first object of every social change is the
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ultimate subversion of the relations and the inequality
existing between these classes. Such being the ead in
view, it is scarcely to be expected that the capitalists,
with their present habits and prejudices, will generally
consent even to sell their property for this object. As a
class, they will, at the moment, abhor any transaction
which tends, however remotely, to take from them their
supremacy, to destroy class and caste associations and feel-
ings, and to equalize the present distinctions in society.
But the inquiry relating to the nature, origin, and trans-
mission of wealth has proved that the capitalists, abstract-
edly considered, have no rightful title to the Jand which
they now hold, nor to the vast accumulations of capital
which they have obtained possession of. The title by
which the capitalists hold these things is no more than a
conventional privilege—a privilege conferred and sanc-
tioned by the common usage of society, without particular
Iimitation as to time. It is likewise a common usage of
society, when the property of individuals interferes with
the welfare of the body politic—in regard to roads, rail-
ways, canals, and other effects—to have such property
equitably valued, and, paying its owners the price fixed
upon, take the property, independent of their consent.
The maintenance of a title to property in perpetuity,
without regard to any circumstances which may arise, and
independent of any extraneous control, is a thing which
even now is never dreamed of. Thus, although the con-
ventional privilege by which the capitalists hold possession
of their wealth is, in the eye of justice, as sacred as that
by which the producers hold the scanty reward of their
labour, it is, nevertheless, in the power of society at large
to alter at any time its existing arrangements, indepen-
dent of the consent of a particular individual or a parti-
cular class. But the purchase of the wealth now possessed
by the capitalists, in the manner considered, has in it
nothihg which can tend to interrupt the peace or destroy
the happiness of one individual being.

With regard to the union of a number of producers
adequate to effect a change in the present system, it is the
easiest, as it is the first, step in the movement. Even at
the present moment there are no less than two millions of
prod}:lcers united together in societies of various kinds.
Almost every working man is or has been a member of a
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trades’ union or trade society; and the number of this
class in benefit societies does not, from late returns, fall
short of 1,500,000. Those at present united in societies
will have dependent upon them eight or nine millions of
women and children—the whole mass thus forming no less
than one-third of the population. Here is at once mate-
rial amply sufficient to accomplish any change, whether
social or governmental—material more or less bonded
together, and organised, and containing intelligence as well
as numbers—material suffering a common wrong from the
present state of things, and even now united together for
the purpose of destroying or neutralising this wrong. But
when the unimprovable nature of the present system is
perceived by them—when they become aware of the fix.
idity of their doom, and the utter futility of all mere
governmental changes—there can be little doubt that the
whole working class will nnite as one man to demand a
social change ; and when they thus demand it, there is ne
power on earth that can say it shall not take place. This
oppressed class alone, if even partially united in one body,
and devoting their now divided energies to one purpose,
could instantly effect the deliverance of their order and
their country—could overturn, hy one movement, the
whole social fabric, and institute arrangements calculated
to produce as much of good and as little of evil as the
most sanguine philanthropist can desire.

Such, then, is one mode of accomplishing a social change
—such are the means possessed by society for effecting the
end desired—such are the results which will follow its con-
summation, The object is just, the means are simple, the
issue will be satisfactory. The change may for the moment
startle some by its novelty, or frighten others who view it
through the distorting medium of prejudice; but when the
subject has been attentively examined—when the good has
been balanced against the evil, the cost against the enjoy-
ment—all these feelings of dislike and distrust will insen-
sibly disappear, and the whole movement will tahe the hue
and excite only the emotions of an_every-day occurrence.
In the principles and modes of action considered, neither
truth nor justice is outraged—the physical, moral, and
intellectual powers of every individual cannot be made
worse, but must be made better, by the change—th.ere is
no avenue left open through which Despotism, with its
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galling fetters and its long train of military and judicial
massacres, can be let in among the people, but every
source of governmental evil will be dried up and destroyed
for ever. There is nothing in the movement which can
lead to social anarchy, or to those innumerable ills which
ever follow in the train of simple governmental revolu-
tions. What, then, has suciety or individuals to fear?
The productive classes have only to move on with confi-
dence, for Truth is with them—Justice is with them—
all the elements of success are with them !

e A i e i A P

CHAPTER XII.

'éONTRAST BETWEEN THE PRESENT SYSTEM AND THE
SYSTEM OF COMMUNITY OF POSSESSIONS,

ALL human ordinances and modes of action are neces.
sarily imperfect, on account of the imperfect knowledge
and the imperfect means of man. As the knowledge of
every man is acquired either through the medium of his
own experience, or the experieuce of others, he can never,
when attempting to depict a state of things which has not
yet existed, accurately determine how individuals shall
feel and act when placed in these new circumstances and
exposed to these new influences. In looking into the
future, we are compelled to stand upon the past and the
present—to keep experience and facts constantly around
us—to fill up the picture of the unknown by parts
sketched from the known and well-defined. By thus
keeping in view principles, and actions, and incentives
to action, we may make an approximation to, if we cannot
attain, the true result sought for.

The social movement already considered is of this cha-
racter, and is thus founded ; and therefore, although it
may not be possible to point out every trivial arrangement
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which might be adopted by a people acting upon such a
system, the principles on which it is founded, aud the
general outline, will serve as a standard by which to com-
pare and test existing social arrangements. The present
generation have vo authority over the generations yet to
come, and cannot justly institute laws or arrangements
which shall be binding upon them. 'The men of all times
are alike free to subvert, to amend, or te institute. There
is no such thing as finality; and although, under the
existing system, it is the custom of rulers and govern-
ments to enact written laws which profess to mark the
boundaries within which future opinions and observances
shall be confined, yet the time will come when all such
records shall be swept away ; and there will be sufficient
common sense in the world to enable men to decide
between right and wrong without appealing to the
authority of musty parchments and worm-eaten folios.

The present crisis, whatever it may lead to, is no more
than a natural movement attending the course of things2-
it is but one more of that mighty ocean of cvents, the
hillows of which have rolled on from eternity, and will
progress in unchecked power for ever. It was fultilling a
predestined move at man’s creation—it was advancing as
civilization succeeded to the primitive condition of man—
it was progressing even when polished Greece and Rome de-
geuerated into semi-barbarism—it was coming on when the
French Revolution took place, and Kingcraft and Priest-
craft soaked the soil of Europe with blood—and it is at
this moment passing before our ecyes and bearing us
along, destroying and reinstituting, as it always has done
and ever will do, political and social institutions of every
character and kind. The present is not a merely local
movement—it is not confined to country, to colour, or to
creed—the universe is the sphere in which it acts, and it
operates on all creation. In considering social changes,
then, men are in no way restricted in their inquiries by
existing arrangements and regulations ; nor, in carrying
forward the changes contemplated, are they in any way
bound by the alleged sacredness of particular institutions,
whatever may be their character or their object.  All
such have been established at various times and for
various p\lrposes—th:‘g' have at like times and for the
like purposes been modified and amended—and the men
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of the present day have the same right and power to sub.
vert, as the men of former times had to institute and main-
tain. All these movements and changes were revolutions ;
and, as every page of history proves, the greater or less
evils which have generally attended such changes, have
been produced by the stupid endeavours of rulers and
guvernments to convinee nations, by the application of the
sabre and the bayonet, that falsehood was truth, that gross
wrong was justice, that slavery was liberty.

Thus free to think aud to act—having examined and
tested the various principles and modes of action which are
essential to national prosperity and individual happiness,
and beheld some of the innumerable evils which flow from
their non-observance—we can at once enter into a more
detailed contrast between existing arrangements and the
social system of community of possessions under the modi-
fications already briefly considered ; and likewise examine
a,few more of those measures which are contended for by
particular sections of the community, as remedies for
existing evils.

We have supposed that the present distinctions in so-
ciety, as relating to rich and poor or employers and
employed, are totally subverted—that society is comprised
but of one class, labourers mental and manual, who are
united together in an indefinite number of communities or
Joint.stock companies, in which labour is universal and the
remuneration in proportion to the time of labour—that
these communities hold possession of the land and the
productive capital of the nation—that they are likewise
pussessed of a circulating bank-note or paper medium,
amounting to two thousand millions of pounds sterling—
and that they mutually and universally produce or distri-
bute wealth, and exchange their labour and their produc-
tions on one broad principle of equality. This vast
confederation of labour has somewhat the character of a
modern joint-stock company, and will bring forth its
results by means of similar appliances. The more advan.
ced form of community whicL has been considered, varies
from the movement now under consideration merely in its
arrangenments. Each movement has the same ultimate end
in view ; and each will accomplish the object desired by a
Judicious union and direction of vast powers.

In every state of society there must be labour, and
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appropriation, and exchanges; and that system which
enables men to produce and appropriate the greatest quan-
tity of wealth with the least expenditure of labour, will
be the best system, if its transactions be governed by the
just principle of equality of exchanges. Under the pre-
sent arrangements of society we place a clog upon produc-
tion at the very outset ; for we compel vast masses of men
to exist in idleness, and thus lose all the advantages which
might be derived from their labour.  This system, then,
does not permit us to create and appropriate the greatest
amount of wealth, and therefore it is unprofitable.  Nei-
ther is the present system united in any way with equality
of exchanges, and therefore it is unjust. The power which
sets Labour in motion is vested in those who are not
labourers—who exist only to consume that which others
produce, and to oppress and vilify those beneath them—
and who are enabled thus idly to exist and unceasingly to
oppress, in consequence of their position in society. The
preseut social system, therefore, 1s not only unfavourable
to production—not only unjust in regard to exchanges—
but tutally subversive of all equality of rights.

But under arrangements such as those connected with
the system of community, which render it imperative on
all able-bodied persons to labour, and which assist such
labour by every contrivance which ingennity can invent,
there must be vast production. This universal labour,
when united with equal exchang»s, will adjust all appro-
priation on the principles of equity. The system of com-
munity, moreover, places the national accumulations of
capital at the disposal of the nation as a whole—it
allows not one man to be in any way subject to the caprice
or the mercy of another—and therefore it must ever
equally protect all individuals from every kind of tyranny.
Thus, whether in respect to production, or distribution,
or appropriation—to the saving of labour or the enjoyment
of wealth—to the establishment and maintenance of equal
rights and equal laws—to all other things necessary to
national greatness and individual happiness, the two sys-
tems will adnit of no comparison.

The general character of the arrangements necessary to
carry forward the joint-stock modification of community
would be so similar to those at present existing, that par-
ticular enumeration will be unnecessary.  There would be
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general and local acenmulations or magazines of food and
necessaries ; this produce would be distributed by means
of large markets or bazaars, instead of throngh the instru-
mentality of innumerable petty tradesmen; and every
necessary and Juxury would be procurable in any part of
the country for its cost of production in gross, neither
depreciated by abundance nor enhanced by the artifices of
speculators.  The production and transport of all kinds of
commodities would be properly regulated and adjusted,
and be limited by no restrictions but those which naturally
flow from the gratification of all wants.  The affairs of
society at large would be regulated and controlled by gene-
ral and local boards of various kinds, the members of which
would be elected by the communities. A national hank
would create the circulating medium, and issue it to the
managers of the various companics in proeportion to the
number of members in each company, or the character of
their occupation.  With this money would all individuals
aud companies purchase commodities and transact their
exchanges, ou the present principles of trade ; and, either
by the imposition of a direct tax on persons, or a per-
centage on commodities, accumulations would he insured
sufficient to provide amply for all exigiencies  The moncy
issued would always kecp within the limits of the actual
effective capital existing ; and it would, like blood within
the living body, flow equably throughout society at large,
and infuse universal health and vigour.  The money would
always be at hand to pay for the labour—the labour would
be ever ready to exert its power for this universal repre-
sentative—and thus, while the money would insure the
labour, the labour itself would insure the creation of the
commoditics which would be required for the money,
There could be no confusion—no gluts—no want of employ-
ment—no poverty ; but production, and accumulation, and
distribution, and consumption, would be naturally adjusted
to each other, and would harmoniously work out their
comaron results.

As an example of the working of the system, let it be
supposed that there are five companies—composed of about
the same number of men, and making use of the sane
amount of capital—No. 1 being engaged in the produc-
tion of food, No. 2 producing woollen cloth, No. 3 being
employed in the manufacture of cotton, No. 4 acting asa
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general home distributor, and No. 5 as a foreign distribu-
tor and importer of foreign produce.  No. 1 would pay a
certain weekly or yearly sum for rent, wages, and other
purposes ; and the total value of its productions would be
equivalent to the gross amount of money or labour which
had been expended upon them, The value of the commo-
dities produced by No. 2 and No. 3 would be determined
in the same manuer ; and the distributors, No. 4 and No.
5, would purchase their commodities from the other com.
panies and from other countries, convey them to the gene.
ral and local markets, and place upon them a per-centage
equivalent to the extra labour which had been employed
upon their transport and their distribution as a whole.
Upon the same principle, and by the same means, would
production and distribution be regulated throughout so-
ciety at large—being altcrnately increased, or decreased,
or turned into new channels, as the exigencies of society
might require.  Whatever might be the character of the
labour of these companics, and wherever they might be
situated, every individual member would receive the true
value of his labour in wages, and with these wages he
would purchase commodities of every kind at their true
value—all advantages being equally enjoyed, and neither
individuals nor companies deriving gain from the loss of
others.

As the payment of cvery member of these companies
will depend upon the condition that he shall labour, it is
certain that work will be performed—if labour be em-
ployed upon material, it will shew its results in the shape
of commodities—and thus, for every hour’s labour that 1s
paid for by any community, there will be an equivalent of
some kind for the remuneration given, and this equivalent
will exchange for another equivalent from some other
party. A system like this contains a self-regulating prin-
ciple such as can never have existence under present
arrangements ; and, while production and distribution and
consumption are liuked together, the first and the last are
placed in contact, and a circle is thus formed which enclo-
ses society at large, and places the welfare of every indi-
vidual at the disposal of himself.

In every social system, the first and most important
arrangements to be considered are those which relate to
the production and distribution of food. The defective
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character of these arrangements in the United Kingdom
has long been notorious, and various remedies have been
suggested ; but there can be no true remedy in connection
with the present system. Existing arrangements admit
of individual possession of the soil ; and such possession,
by enabling a particular class to determine upon what
terms and to what extent food shall be produced, place
the bulk of society at the mercy of this class, and expose
them to every species of fraud which avarice can invent.
The exclusive possession of the soil by particular indivi-
duals is a social arrangement which has been proved to be
productive of evil under all circumstances ; and, in coun-
tries where the land is very limited in extent and unequal
in fertility, individual possession gives rise to institutiens
and practices of the grossest vileness and injustice. Under
such circumstances, the proprietor of the land demands
from the cultivator of it, in the shape of rent, a large
skare of the produce—he enables the cultivator to give
him such share, by enacting legislative measures which
exclude the corn of countries where the land is abundant
in quaatity and inexhaustible in fertility—such exclusion
keeps up the price of home-grown produce to the level of
the rent paid to the proprietor—these exclusive laws are
made by the proprietors in their character of rulers—they
acquire this authority by means of their wealth—they
obtain this wealth as rent, because they claim an exclusive
title to the soil. Thus does individual possession of the
soil spontaneously generate, one by one, evils which afflict
society at large ; for, by this arrangement, the production
of food is restricted to an extent which dooms thousands te
suffer hunger—governmental despotisin is generated—the
labour of a large section of the community is thrown upon
the shoulders of another section—aund the landed proprie-
tors of Britain are enabled to suck from the productive
class, in the shape of rent, the greater part of the annual
sum of £100,000,000.

To remedy this state of things, a repeal of the corn laws
is sought for; and it is averred that, if foreign corn be al-
lowed free entrance into the country, home-grown corn must
sink in price to the level of the foreign corn—that, as the
home-corn is reduced in price, the rents of farms must be
reduced—and that, as those rents are brought down, the
vast social burthen imposed npon the working class by the
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proprietors will be reduced ; and the greater part of the
one hundred millions sterling, now annually lost by them,
will be left in the pockets of the producers.

This is a remedy of the same inefficient and fallacious
character as those which have been previously examined.
It has been again and again proved, that it is the social
position of the working class which dooms them to per-
form a great quantity of labour for a very little reward—
that this reward is not measured by the deserts of those
who earn it, but by the number of idlers who are to be
maintained out of it—and therefore, that any legislative
enactment or social regnlation which leaves untouched this
position and the number of idlers to be supported, must
from its nature be useless. That cheap food, in connection
with the present system, would produce none of the bene-
ficial effects anticipated, is evident from the condition of
the working classes of Europe and of the United States ;
for they are compelled by the present arrangementss of
society, in defiance of cheap food, to maintain a trading
and commercial aristocracy in full vigour—competition
produces among them its common results—they wander
about unemployed in thousands, dependent upon the mercy
and the caprice of employers—and the greater part of the
wealth which they produce is transferred to other classes
by means of unequal exchanges.  So long as the present
social system exists, it will ever be, with the working man,
no more than a choice between two means of losing. What
is_knocked from the hands of the aristocracy of the land
will be instantly snapped up by the aristocracy of the
ship, or the mill, or the shop.

The land of the United Kingdom is of various degrees
of fertility : some descriptious yield a rich return, and
others are not worth cultivating. Under such circum-
stances, it would be the extreme of stupidity to waste
labour in producing corn on the unproductive land, when
the corn can be procured abroad at one-half the price.
Men work not for the labour’s sake, but the wealth’s sake ;
and all labour must ever be directed so as to procure in-
creased wealth or increased leisure.  We must never work
two hours to accomplish an object, after a method has been
discovered of effecting the same thing in one hour

The diversity of soils and products which appertain to
various countries, enables men to relieve the wants of each
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other, and thereby tends to draw them closely together in
that bond of fellowship which ever exists, more or less,
among all beings of one kind. Under the system of
society which has heretofore existed—engendering national
as well as individual hostility—it may have heen advanta-
geous for nations to be independent of each other in regard
to food. Had they not been thus, a whole people might
have been starved at the caprice of some neighbouring
tyrant. This necessity, however, will cease entirely when
nations know and act upon the principles of community
and equality.

Although all countries are not equally well adapted for
the production of food, there are few which do not furnish
a material or commodity of some kind for which food can
be obtained in exchange. A nation, when considering what
it is in want of, should likewise discover what it has to
spare, and what is wanted by the people of other countries.
Feod, apparel, metals, minerals, and timber, are indispen-
sable commodities ; and a nation having a superfluity of
any one of these things may be certain of obtaining, in
exchange for it, any other article of which it may be in
want. There is not a people to be found who are not more
or less dependent upon the inhabitants of other countries
for certain commodities,

The United Kingdom, from its geographical position and
its limited extent, is thus naturally dependent upon foreign
countries for all its luxuries and the greater part of its
necessaries ; and, as a compensation and an equivalent, it
contains inexhaustible stores of metals and minerals. Sci-
ence and art, therefore, iustead of being directed to devise
means by which 1ndispensable commodities may be labori-
ously and inefliciently produced in Britain, should be
applied to discover methods for the cheap and speedy pro-
duction of equivalents for the things desired. ~ Cormodi-
ties should never be obtained by creation if they can be
more easily acquired through the medium of exchange.

Under the social system of community of possessions
the priuciple of free trade could be carried out to its fullest
extent, and its vast benefits be universally enjoyed. Under
the present system, however, the interests of individuals
and nations are so little understood, and are brought into
such perpctual collision and nostility, that a really free
trade can exist only in name ; and the benefits derivable
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from an interchange of national commaodities will be exclu-
sively enjoyed. The existing state of things incontestibly
proves that such is and ever will be the case.

It has long been known that the people of the United
Kingdom, although destitute of the raw material of many
indispensable commoditics, possess every requisite for the
manufacture of the raw material into the commodities
desired. Attention, therefore, has been directed to manu-
factures ; and machinery, as the first siep to manufactures,
has been of paramount importance, and efforts have been
made to apply it to almost every kind of production. As
we have already seen, there is now in the {;nited Kingdom
machinery adequate to perform the labour of one hundred
millious of men. But, under the present system, this vast
power neither lightens the labour ner increases the enjoy-
ments of the working class ; for it is in the possession, and
works for the exclusive advantage, of other classes. The
unrestricted machinery remedy contended for by a sectisn
of the economists, therefore, 13 of the same illusory cha-
racter as all their other remedies. It does not go to the
cause, and it cannot do away with the effect. It hasbeen
shewn that the present social system, by unequal exchanges
places the commodities created, or the capital, on the one
side, and the power which creates, or the labour, on the
other. Labour is the only equivalent which a working man
has to give for commodities—every invention which lessens
the demand for labour takes away a portion of this equiva-
lent—every increase of machinery displaces particular de-
scriptions of labour, and therefore destroys the equivalent
of particular workmen, or brings down its value—and
thus, under the present system, and in connection with a
comparatively limited amount of machinery, thousands are
compelled to starve in Britain amidst glutted warehouses,
while the capitalists are traversing the whole earth for
customers,

Instead of devising and instituting arrangements which
will bring into operation the unemployed labour of the
destitute workman, and enable the various sections of the
community to produce equivalents and exchange them with
cach other, the capitalists seek for a free trade to foreign
countrics, that they may get rid of their commodities
among nations who have an equivalent to give for them.
An extended market always leads to the increased intro-
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daction of machinery and the consequent displacement of
human labour —and thus what is called a free trade tends
ultimately to lessen the value of the home workman’s equi-
valent, and to take it from him, and to entail upon ?nun
years of poverty and suffering, although it for a moment
imparts a feverish and unhealthy activity to the body poli-
tic. Under the present social system, as it has been
shewn, machinery gradually takes the labour, and there-
fore the food resulting from that labour, out of the hands
of the producer, and puts into the pockets of the capitalist
all the wealth whicE is created. Under these circum-
stances machinery is an evil to the workman ; and free
trade, as it tends to increase machinery, is likewise an
evil; and it is not in the nature of things that the unli-
mited extension of two great evils should alter their
character or detract from their potency.

A free trade and unlimited machinery, although thus
fatal to the interest of the producer in connection with the
present system, would, under the system of community,
confer upon him incalculable benefits. As it has before
been said, men want food, clothing, shelter, and leisure for
mental improvement and recreation—they want certain
commodilies, and not the mork which produces them.
Under a system of community of possessions, then, where
the productive forces of society would be common property,
and where all advantages of this kind would be universally
and equally enjoyed, a free trade and unrestricted machi-
nery could be productive only of good. The machinery
would no longer be an antagonist of the producer—it
would no longer work against him, and assist a capitalist
to press him into the earth—but it would be a universal
friend and assistant ; and a free trade, while it carried
away all the commodities which he was unable to consume,
would bring him, in exchange, the varied treasures of every
corner of the earth.

Thus, two of the most important auxiliaries to worldly
prosperity which man can make use of—unlimited machi-
nery and an unrestricted trade—must ever, under the
present system, not only lose the greater part of their
advantages, but be at the same time productive of an im-
mense amount of positive physical suffering and social evil.
They are causes of wrong, and, as such, cannot be con-
verted into remedies. With community of possessions,
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however, they change at once their present character and
tendencies : they can be known only as great benefits, and
as remedies for a host of evils. Uunder the present sys-
tem, and as remedies for existing evils, both free trade and
unlimited machinery are worthless.  They do not in the
least change the social position of the working class—they
do not afford this class either increased wealth or increased
leisure—they do not make this class independent of the
control and the exactions of other classes—and therefore
free trade and machinery are not the proper remedies for
the wrongs existing in connection with dependence, and
poverty, and inordinate toil.  Such is the vast difference
between the partial and the gencral possession of mighty
benefits !

Intimately connected with the free trade and unre-
stricted machinery remedies, and advocated by the same
class, is the remedy of emigration, It has long been seen
that there was more labour in the United Kingdom thap
could be employed by the capitalists at any price—it has
for years been felt by the workmen engaged in manufac-
tures, that machinery was slowly but surely taking from
them every thing that can make life desirable, and throw-
ing them upon the world almost destitute of the power of
determining whether they would live or die.  As machi-
nery has superseded the labour of the workmen engaged
in particular trades, their wages have come down shilling
by shilling and peuny by penny, until at length the most
incessant labour is scarcely adequate to procure the coar-
sest food. Large masses of men have been placed in this
position ; and a great and gradually increasing portion,
unable to obtain employment on any terms, have been com-
pelled to fall back upon the slender provision which poor
laws yet allow for the relief of the destitute. The remedy
which the capitalist has devised for this state of things,
does not go to the finding of moderate labour and ample
remuneration for the workman—does not go to the equita.
ble division of the wealth which the machinery and the
labour call into existence—does not go in any way to alter
the causes which have induced the present state of things
—but it would expatriate the half-famished workman to
some foreign clime, where his murmurings will be unheard,
his threats unfeared, and his wants unrelieved by the
wretched pittance extorted from capital by means of poor-
rates.
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In most of the countries to which emigrants are thus
despatched, the land is of a barren description and the
climate insalubrious. But, were the soil the best that the
suu shines upon, and the air the purest that can be
breathed—were such a place all that the heart of man can
wish for—it could, under the present social system, be pro-
ductive of no more happiness or morality than is observa-
ble here.  There would be inequality of possessions, ine-
quality of labour, and inequality of exchanges—there
would be superiors and inferiors—there would be discord,
and envy, and hatred—there would be tyrants and slaves.
That such would be the case, is proved by the records of
every colony which Britain or any other nation has yet
established ; and the reasons why it would be so, and be so
necessarily, have already been shown.

One of the chief recommendations held out to induce
the working classes to emigrate, will be found to contain,
if viewed for one moment, a contradiction in itself. ~ The
producers are told that many persons, who emigrate as
poor working men, soon become very rich, acquire lands
and houses, and employ many labourers. Here 1s at once
a picture of the present system—an acknowledgment that
the producers are in all places a doomed class.  In a co-
lony, as well as in a thickly-populated country, one man
can become rich only on condition that many shall remain

nor—one man is an employer, and obtains labourers by
rire, only because the labourers are too destitute to set
themselves to work—and such inequality of condition in
colonies, and such a division of society into employers and
employed, shews at once, if all other proof were wanting,
that the remedy of emigration is for the working man no
remedy whatever.

Among their other speculations, the political economists
profess to have discovered that population has a tendency
to increase faster than the means of subsistence —which
means, in other words, that more children are born into
the world than can be properly provided for—and itis from
this inferred, that, even if the system of community were
securely established, and every person left at liberty to
marry, it would in a short time be impossible to provide
a sufficiency of subsistence for all ; and therefore an im-
mense amount of poverty would be generated, and men
would prey upon each other as they do at present.
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Whatever may have been the reasons which led men to
this opinion, and however much or little the doctrine may
apply to the preseat system, is now a matter of no moment.
The considerations which have been entered into respect.
ing the nature and origin of wealth, shew that, under the
system of community, it will be in the power of society to
procure subsistence adequate to meet tl:e wants of all the
human beings that may be born for tnousands of years.
Production is now fettered by innumerable chains—it is not
dependent on society at Jarge, but awaits the bidding of
particular classes—and, instead of breaking the bonds
which confine it, and gathering togcther and uniting its
now dwided and hostile forces, the economists would
restrict population to the capabilitics of restricted pro-
duction.

This remedy is of the same character as those which
have been already examined; and it is another blind
attempt to relieve a consequence without interfering wigh
its cause.  The population want subsistence—the subsist-
ence requires labour and the raw material : the population
have the labour within themselves, and the raw material
exists on every side of them: but the raw material is left
untouched, the labour is unused, production therefore lan.
guishes, and the people starve! The very character of
the evil suggests at once the proper remedy ; and that is,
to place the labour and the matemal in contact, and the
pressure of population upon subsistence will be as a story
of old times. It is not now the carth which is faulty, nor
is the labour faulty, but the social system is faulty which
misappropriates the earth and mis-directs the labour. The
wrong lies in the system ; and a restriction of population,
as it will neither set production free, nor give to the pro-
ducer the fruits of his exertions, will leave the workman
just where it finds him—wearied with labour, and “press-
ing upon the subsistence” allotted to him by Capital.

It is much more easy to find fault with a thing than to
amend it. The system of community, as we have already
seen, has had its principles decried and its advantages dis-
puted ; but wherever it has been placed in juxta-position
with the present system, and had ap{)hed to it the tests
which are known to be good, its excellence has been the
more apparent after every trial.  The joint-stock modifi-
cation of community of possessions, dissimilar though it be
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to the existing system, is nevertheless of such a character,
that all its arrangements and modes of action may be
tested by the common experience of every man. But, al-
though 1t has been thus weighed and tried in almost every
conceivable manner that can be of importance, there is no
doubt that ignorance and interest will conjure up imagi-
nary difficulties which it is not possible for reason to cope
with or experience to overthrow.

To enumerate all the evils and wrongs connected with
the present social system would require a recapitulation of
all history ; to bring into view and compare every remedy
which has at times been devised for these evils and wrongs,
would demand a repetition of all the laws which govern-
mental ignorance and priestly intolerance has ever framed ;
and to sum up every advantage likely to accrue from the
system of community of possessions, would require a know-
ledge of the known and the unknown wants of mankind at

large.

%‘:lt it is said that the great principle of equality of
rights has been weighed in the balance and found wanting
—that its manifestations have been marked by fire, and
blood, and desolation—that it levels all that is high and
good, and sinks lower still all that was depraved and de-
testable.  The considerations which have been entered
into respecting the nature and operation of the principle
of equality, so far from bringing into view characteristics
such as these, prove most convincingly that such attributes
do uot belong to equality of rights, and cannot exist in con-
nection with equality. If devastation and slaughter have
marked the progress of any social movement—and history
tells us that they have hitherto attended every advance of
man—it is not the principle of equality of rights which is
accountable for them. The principle, from its very nature,
can never be productive of such results; and wherever
liberty is outraged, and life or property sacrificed, it is the
black and bloody spirit of Despotism which is at work, and
not the fair and just principle of equality of rights. A
principle can never violate itself ; and whenever equality of
rights is outraged, and wrong and injustice endured, we
there behold the operation of a Frincnple which is uncon-
nected with and contrary to equality. .

When viewed in its just character and proportions—
when stripped of the bugbear garb in which “existing
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interests” have clothed it—what is there unseemly in
equality of rights? What is there, in a social system
founded upon this principle, that honesty would turn from
or justice condemn? We have viewed its operation in
regard to the production and distribution of wealth,
and the establishment of political authority—we have be-
held it as influencing and governing every transaction
between man and man—and the picture presents a harmo-
nious and well-proportioned whole, comprised of vast pow.
ers, immense production, and universal enjoyment.

In the common governmental revolutions which occa-
sionally take place in nations, there is much injustice
inflicted, and much blood and wealth sacrificed, by both the
oppressors and the oppressed. Such movements rarely
rest on principles of any kind ; but society, split up into
factions, and led by men having various and dissimilar
objects in view, is more at war with itself than with the
enemy which is intended to be overthrown. These changeg
are never more than a succession of tyrannies; they are
generally commenced and carried on for the attainment of
exclusive benefits for particular classes ; and they often
leave the producers of wealth in a worse condition than
they were before the change took place. But the present
movement is not of this evanescenu and exclusive character
—it has no leaders, and no class and caste interests to sub-
serve—it is not to be established by a particular party to-
day, and subverted by another party to-morrow. Resting
on broad principles, having a clea: and well-defined object
in view, and embracing society at large, it is of a character
altogether distinct from the petty movements which have
preceded it ; and, working out its results by means differ-
ent to any hitherto made use of, the evils which have
existed in connection with previous changes have no neces-
sary connection with the present. o

The social system of community of possessions is of such
a character, that it contains within itself not only all the
requisites desired by the economists, b.u‘t plso all the. poli-
tical equality contended for by the politicians ; and it has
been proved, from incontrovertlb.le facts, that, unde_r the
present system, none of these thlpg-s can be productive of
advantage to the great bulk of society. It hgs bet_en she‘.vu
that existing arrangements tend to create a diversity of in-
terests, and an inequality of condition, aud a consequent
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system of legislation for the exclusive benefit of particular
classes ; and under such arrangements it is not possible to
devise efficient remedies, nor can just laws and regulations
be kept sacred. But, under the system of community and
cquality, the insulting tyrant and the trembling slave—
the overgorged ca{)italist and the famishing producer—
every social ill and governmental grievance now endured
—will be swept away, and the place which has known them
will know them no longer. The present system will then
be a memento of the past—a beacon to point out the rocks
whereon millions of human barks have been split and
stranded—a loathsome shore, covered with broken hearts,
and laved by an ocean of human tears !
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CHAPTER XIII.

THE ENCOURAGEMENTS AND DISCOURAGEMENTS
OF THE POLITICAL ECONOMISTS IN REGARD
TO A SOCIAL CHANGE.

As an instrument for effecting the subversion of the pre-
sent system, and as a preparatory step to the establishment
of communmty of possessions and equality of rights in its
most perfect form, there is scarcely to be found one which
contains so many facilities as the joint-stock movement,
and there is not one against which so few objections can be
urged. A movement of this chatacter combines all that is
good in the present system with much that is essential to
a better system ; and, being founded on well-tried princi-
ples, and moving onwards by well-known modes and every-
day occurrences, it can sustain no injury from the common
war-cry of stupidity and craft, tuat it is «visionary” and
“ impracticable.” ‘Thisstep simply supposes that the land
and real capital of the country are possessed by, and used for,
society at large—that this capital is obtained from its pre-
sent possessors by valuation and purchase—that this pur-
chase is made by the great productive section of the com-
munity—that this section is divided into an indefinite
number of smaller sections, after the manner of joint-stock
companies—that these companies create a circulating me.
dium to the amount of the real capital held by them—that
this medium is made use of by the various companies
according to the number of their members and the parti_
cular branch of trade in which they are engaged—that all
these companies, and society at large, buy and sell by
means of t%lis medium—that one uniform scale, in regard
both to time of labour and amount of wages, exists among
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all these companies, and extends to every individual be-
longing to them—that all articles of produce ‘are valued
according to the labour bestowed upon them—that a com-
mon national fund is established, for the construction of
public works, the carrying on of government, the providing
of education for all, and the maintenance of the bereaved
young, the helpless, and the aged ; for the insurance of
property, and for effecting cvery other object which the
wants and exigencies of society may require.

A social change like this would retain every thing which
is worth preserving in the present system, and instantanc-
ously sweep away all those evils which are iudissolubly
connected with unequal exchanges, inequality of posses-
sions, and the division of society into classes and castes.
The simplicity and efliciency of arrangements such as these
stand pre-eminent when compared with the gordian com-
plexity of the existing system, in which all interests are
epposed and entangled, in which every productive effort is
comparatively ineffectual in accomplishing the end desired,
and in which there is no power capable of regulating and
adjusting the movements of society as a whole, and direct-
ing all efforts, in one harmonious flow, to a well-defined
and proper end. With community of possessions, how-
ever, every circumstance relating to the welfare of society
may be effectually controlled ; and the joint-stock modifi-
cation, by being so coustituted as to admit o individual
property in productions in connection with a common pro-
perty in productive powers—making every individual de-
pendent on his own exertions, and at the same time allow-
ing him an equal participation in every advantage afforded
by nature and art—is fitted to take society as it is, and to
prepare the way for other and better changes.

In proof that this joint-stock modification of society is
incomparably superior to the existing system, and likewise
as an encouragement to those who will not hear of changes
unless they are supported by the authority of great names,
the leading political economists shall give their testimony,
and éxpress their convictions as to what they deem necessary
for the welfare of society. Some of these extracts were in-
tended as arguments for the maintenance of the present sys-
tem ; others as attacks upon that system of community of
possessions of which this joint-stock movement is merely a
modification ; and others, again, are acknowledgments that
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the present social system needs revision and amendment.
That these opinions may not lose their true value on account
of popular prejudices against, or prepossessions in favour of,
the particular individuals expressing them, all names are
omitted ; for those conversant with the works of such wri-
ters will at once {)erceive from whom the extracts are
taken. Amongst these arguments, and all others adduced
by the same class, there is nothing advanced in support of
the existing system which will not afford ten-fold support
to the joint.stock system ; and none of the objections urged
against the more advanced system of community of posses-
sions will apply to the movement now under considera-
tion.

Respecting, firstly, the necessity of a social change, it is
confessed :—

“No thinking man or woman who reflects upon the
amount of time, thought, and energy, which would be set
free by the pressure of competition and money.-gettin®
being removed—time, thought, and energy now spent in
wearing out the body, and in partially stimulating and par-
tially wasting the mind—can be satisfied under the pre.-
sent system.”

To shew that the remedies now :ontended for by the po-
liticians have not the power of bettering the condition of the
people—that the utmost extent to which such measures
can be carried out, even to the overthrow of the monarchy
and the institution of a republic, v ill be all but worthless—
the same writer thus alludes to the situation of the people
in republican and apparently untaxed America :—

“ Are the mechanic and farming classes satisfied? No ;
not even they, outwardly blessed as they are beyond any class
that society has ever contained. They, too, are aware that
life must be meant to be passed far otherwise than in pro-
viding the outward means of living. They must be aware
that though, by great anxiety, they can obtain some por-
tion of time for occupations which are not money-getting,
there must be something wrong in the system which com.
pels men to devote almost the whole of their waking hours
to procure that which, under a different combination of
labour, might be obtained at a saving of three-fourths of
the time.”

¢« The many who imitate as far as they can the modes of
the old world, and cherish to the utmost its feudal prepos-
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sessions, will only for a time be able to resist the convic-
tions which the working of republican institutions will
foree upon them, that there is no way of securing perfect
soctal liberty on democratic principles but by commUNITY
OF PROPERTY.”

“ When the people become tired of their universal ser-
vitude to worldly anxiety—when they have fully medi-
tated and discussed the fact, that ninety-nine hundredths
of social offences arise directly out of property—that the
largest proportion of human faults bear a relation to selfish
possession—that the most formidable classes of diseases are
caused by over or under toil, and by anxiety of mind—they
will be ready for the inquiry, whether this tremendous incu-
bus be indeed irremovable ; and whether any difficulties at-
tending its removal can be comparable to the eviis it inflicts.”

This is the evidence of an economist, drawn from a con-
sideration of the condition of a people under a democratic
farm of government ; and while it plainly shews that the
wrong is within the system, it affords every encouragement
to replace this system by a better.  Keeping in view the
principles and modes of action connected with the joint-
stock system already considered, we have only, in review-
ing the chief points contended for by the economists, to
compare the two systems together. — The superiority of
the system of community of possessions, and the weakness
of the existing system, will be apparent in every instance
It will be scen, likewise, that the principles on which the
joint-stock movement is foundetﬁ are those which the
economists allow to be the chief props of the present sys-
tem, and to be consonant with justice, and practicable, and
eflicicut in the highest degree.

LABOUR.

¢« Labour was the first price. the original purchase-
money, that was paid for all things. It was not by gold or
by silver, but by labour, that all the wealth of the world
was originally purchased.”

« Every man in socicty ought to belong to one class of
producers or the other, or to stimulate production by use-
ful though unproductive labour.”

<« Till the human race reaches its highest point of attain-
ment, there must be always something more to do ; and the
more power is set at liberty to do it, the better.  Till all
the arts and sciences are exhausted, till nature has fur-
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nished the last of her resources, and man found the limit
of his means of making use of them, the greatest possible
supply of human labour is wanted.”

“ While the race at large has still so many wants and
wishes ungratified, it ought to be an easy thing for any
quantity of labour which 18 turned away from one kind of
work, to find employment in another. That it is not easy,
is the fault of the constitution of society, and we should be
far from remedying the evil by repressing the principle
and restricting the power of labour.”

The joint-stock movement contains all these requisites
and affords all these facilities in a degree infinitely superior
to the present system.

CAPITAL.

“ Capital is that part of the wealth of the country which
is employed in production ; and consists of food, clothing,
tools, raw material, machinery, &c., necessary to give effect
to labour.” .

“ With a population pressing against the means of sub-
sistence, the only remedies are, either a reduction of peo-
ple, or a more rapid accumulation of capital.”

“The wealth of a country may be increased in two
ways : it may be iucreased by employing a greater portion
of revenue in the maintenance of productive labour; or it
may be increased, without employing any additional quan-
tity of labour, by making the same quantity more pro-
ductive.”

“ There is no amount of capital whick may not be em-
ployed in @ country, because demand is only limited by
production.”

““ A new creation of capital is always a benefit to soci-
ety, by creating a new demand.”

“Large capitals, well managed, produce in a larger
proportion than small”’

“ Where consumers abound in proportion to capital, it is
obvious that the way to bestow most happiness is, not to
take away one man’s share to give it to another, but to do
what is possible toward creating another share, in such a
way as not to cause more want.” For, *“ Production being
the great end in the employment of labour and capital,
that application of both which secures the largest produc-
tion is the best.”

Every thing that is here desired can be at once accom-
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plished under the joint.stock system. Such a system will
insure a more rapid accumulation of capital—it will em-
ploy a greater portion of revenue in productive lahour—
1t will, by admitting an unlimited quantity of machinery,
make the labour employed more productive—it will work
by meaus of large capitals—it will create an additional
share for those who are now destitute, without interfering
with the share possessed by others—and it is, throughout,
such an application of capital and labour as must secure
the largest amount of production.
CURRENCY,

“To secure the public against any other variations in
the value of the currency than those to which the standard
itself is subject, and, at the same time, to carry on the cir-
culation with a medium the least expensive, is to attain the
most perfect state to which a currency can be brought.”

“ That commodity is alone invariable which a¢ all times
requires the same sacrifice of toil and labour to procure
1"

The paper and pottery medium with which business
would be transactetll) under the joint-stock system, com-
bines both the security and the unexpensiveness which is
here desired. The foundation of this currency is labour—
by whatever denomination called, and however divided,
either in pounds and shillings, or inlabour notes, itis only
intended as a voucher for or a representative of labour—
and therefore it is a standard as invariable as any that can
be made use of. He who is paid a week’s wages in this
currency, procures for it precisely what he gave —a iiven
number of hours’ labour, or the produce of such labour,
from some other person; and however numerous may be
the transactions entered into, or the parties exchanging,
one uniform and unalterable measure of justice will be
obtained and enjoyed by all.

EXCHANGES.

In the present social system, society is divided into rich
and poor, or employers and emﬁloyed——the last, by their

ition, being left entirely at the mercy of the first ; and
it has been shewn that this division and classification is
unfavourable to the creation of wealth, because it allows a
vast mass of labour to remain unemployed—that it is
destructive of social harmony, becauses it places the inter-
ests of men in opposition, and makes the gains of one class



LABOUR’S REMEDY. 199

to be an accumulation of the losses of another—and that,
from thus retarding production, leaving labour unem.-
ployed, and bringing men and classes into hostile col\ision,
this division and classification of society is the imme diate
cause of all the vice, and crime, and misery, which is now
committed and endured by civilized man. It has likewise
been proved that this state of things is primarily induced,
not by inequality of powers in men and classes, but by
unequal exchanges.  If, therefore, the present social evils
are to be remedied, the classification of society and the
inequality of condition from which they spring must be
subverted ; and this can be accomplished only by the estab-
lishment of the just principle of equal exchanges, which
will effectually remedy all these evils by removing the
causes of them. But the general equality of condition
which would be induced by equal exchanges, is, to the
capitalist and the economist, the last and the most dreaded
of all remedies. They would for ever go on patching and
plastering the present system, making another hole by
every clumsy attempt to repair one already existing. Their
own doctrines, however, if the economists did but see it, are
strong arguments in favour of equal exchanges ; and go to
shew that equal exchanges is the true und the only
remedy :—

“ The quantity of commodities produced by equal quan-
tities of tol and trouble is not always equal ; but real value
depends on the quantily of labour expended, and not on
the mode in which it is expended, or on the degree of its
productiveness.”

“ Labour is the price that man must pay for all things
not spontancously furnished by nature ; and it is plainly
by the magunitude of the price so paid, and not by the mag-
nttude of the things themselves, that their real value is to
be estimated.”

It is not to any one commodity, or set of commodities,
but to some given quantity of lag:mr, that we must refer
for an unvarying standard of real value.”

Here is a recognition of the principle that real value is
dependent upon labour ; and the only inference that can
be drawn from it is, that all men who perform an equal
guantity of labour ought to receive an equal remuneration.

uch is one of the main principles of the joint-stock
movement, as well as of the more perfect state of society
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to which this movement will lead ; and such equal remu-
neration for equal labour, as it will prevent one man or
class from Dbeing supported in idleness and luxury at the
expense of another, must maintain a general equality of
condition. But, evident as is this conclusion, it appears
not to be perceived, for it has been said :—

“I so far agree with the co-eperators as to believe the
time to be discernible when co-operation, in a certain sense,
shall prevail—meaning thereby, when all interests shall
be harmonised instead of opposed ; but that this inclndes
equality of condition, I cannot allow, since varieties of
character seem to me to forbid such equality.” The joint-
stock system is no more than “ co-operation in a certain
sense,” and, from its nature, it must “harmonise all inter-
ests,” and be subversive of the existing inequality of con-
dition,

Strange are the inconsistencies into which the economists
fal], in the vain attempt to make the worse appear the bet-
ter cause. In regard to the present state of society in its
best form—that of employing every labourer, but compel-
ling him at the same time to maintain the capitalist—and
to shew that this state of things is more just than that
which insures employment and support for all—this con-
tradiction is advanced : —

“This kind of equality [not the equality which would
prevent the poor worker from supporting the rich idler,
but which would merely prevent the rich idler from nomi-
nally supporting the poor idler] I am doing all I can to
procure, by doing away with the protection to some which
wmposes burdens on others. By the same principle I am
bound to oppose that arbitrary equality which enriches the
weak with the fruits of the strong man’s labour!” Here-
in it is absurdly assumed that the nearest approximation
to equal exchanges which can be arrived at—that which
would give equal remuneration for equal labour—contains
within itself more injustice than those arrangements which
arbitrarily give quadruple remuneration for no labour
whatever! The supposition refutes itself. It has been
proved that neither the present system of inequality, nor any
madification of this system, can “ do away with the pro-
tection to some which imposes burdens on otliers.” Such
imposition of burdens—such ¢ enriching the weak with
the fruits of the strong man’s labour”—is a necessary con.
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sequence of unequal exchanges, and is the very aim and
end of the existing system. It is this great and glaring
injustice which characterises the present in contradistinc-
tion to the desired system. Similar contradictions and
absurdities are manifest in every attempt to maintain ine-
quality of condition :—

¢ Man’s nature involves inequality of powers; and this
decree of Providence can never be set aside, or its opera-
tion neutralised, by any decree of man that the fruits of
those powers shall be equally divided.  Such a decree in-
volves injustice. * * As long as men are unlike onc
another there will be a distinction of ranks, though the
distinction may be maintained by a better principle than
heritage. Rank and wealth will, I trust, be in time distri-
buted according to natural laws ; but degrees of rank and
wealth there will always be ; and the advocates of a system
of equality would greatly promote their cause by a frank
recognition of this truth, While all evidence from which
a judgment can be formed is before them, and they come
to a conclusion in direct opposition to the evidence, I can-
nnt, however much I may respect them on some accounts,
think them wise and safe guides of the people.  The neces-
sity of inequality of condition may be established thus :—
* "%  There must be an inequality of physical and men-
tal powers, at all events ; and therefore an inequality in
the produce of individual labour. No one labours, or ever
will labour, without a view to the fruits ; and those fruits,
however appropriated, are property. If a giant produces
ten times as much as a dwarf, and each is allowed the same
middle portion of the fruits for his maintenance and enjoy-
ment, is it to be supposed that the giant will trouble him-
self henceforth to produce more than the dwarf?”

The whole of these arguments have been again and
again refuted. It has never been affirmed that there is a
perfect equality of powers in men, or that equal remuner-
ation for equal labour involves perfect justice ; but it has
been shewn that such equality is infinitely more just than
the mode of rewarding labour under the present system.
It has likewise been proved, from “all evidence from which
a judgment can be formed,” that inequality of condition, or
the gradation of ranks, is in no way connected with ine-
quality of powers; but that, on the contrary, this inequa-
lity of condition is produced and maintained by unequal
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exchanges. “ All evidence,” aleo, shews that it is the in-
ferior, and not the superior, powers of society that are
placed in exalted stations and possessed of exclusive privi-
leges; and that the minds which conceive and the bones
and muscles which execute enjoy the least and the worst
portion of their own creations.  There are amoungst us
neither giants nor dwarfs in respect to production ; for
civilised society is so constituted—production is so multi-
farious and varied in its parts—mental and physical pow-
ers are generally so oppositely bestowed—that there can he
found no occupation for which some men are not more suit-
able than others, and in which, however incapacitated for
other pursuits, they will not attain the utnost limits of hu-
man perfectibility. If men do not now lahour, and never will
labour, without a view to the fruits—if the desire to enjoy
these fruits be the chief spur to industry—it is certain
that men will not labour less cheerfully and iudustriously
under a social system which gives to each man the mhole
fruits of his exertions, than they do under the present
system, in which every man toils with the certain conviction
that nearly three-fourths of his just reward will be swal-
lowed up by the exactions of profit and interest, and by
governmental imposts of every kind.  Thus, in whatever
light viewed—whether tested by theory or fact—the pre-
sent system discloses nothing but weakness and rottenness ;
and is so constitutionally defective and corrupt, its inhe-
rent principles of inequality so perpetually operating, that
it always must be, as experience shews it always has been,
destructive of every just governmental institution. But
there are many other arguments brought against the sys-
tem of community of possessions, and they all equally
carry their refutation along with them :—

“ When the advocates of a common stock can show that
their system augments capital and regulates population
more effectually than the system under which individual
property is held, their pretensions will be regarded with
more fayour than they have hitherto enjoyed.” It has
been shewn that the joint_stock modification of community
of possessions must, from its principles and its mode of
action, augment and regulate capital to any amount of
population, without having recourse to any of those ineffi-
cient expedients which are now devised to restrict popula-
lation to the powers of capital. Again :—
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“ Here is an engagement to find employment for all who
would not or could not procure it for themselves. Now, as
the employment of labour must depend on the subsistence-

Jund, no law on earth can enforce the employment of more
labour than that fund can support” The fallacy of this
argument in reference to the joint-stock system has already
been shewn ; for it will apply only to the present system,
with its limited amount of money. There are now imple-
ments and machines in abundance to fill the hands of all
men—there is no description of wealth which is not
wanted—men are supported, in some way, whether they
work or not—and they are idle in thousands because the
capitalists have not money wherewith to set them to work.
If this “ subsistence fund” be money, it can be enlarged, as
we have seen, to auvy amount ; if the term have reference
to food, clothing, and utensils, glutted markets of every
kind shew that there is a stock of these things amply suf-
ficient to supply the whole labouring community of the
United Kingdom until their Jabour has created another
stock. The joint-stock movement will do away at once
with all these ditliculties ; for it will create a representa-
tive for this subsistence fund—it will systematically direct
the combined energies of the productive classes to tl":e crea-
tion of wealth —it will second these efforts by the most
powerful machines which ingenuity can invent—and it will
thus insure to men the enjoyment of an amount of wealth
such as they can now scarcely conceive of. ~ But the pre-
sent system is of such a character that it will admit of no
appliances capable of effecting the ends desired. Although
all labour is at all times supported, it cannot always be set
in motion ; and even when sct in motion, there is no secu-
rity that it shall continue active—there is no power capa-
ble of determining whether « panics” shall or shall not
take place, and put a stop to production and doom the
labourer to starvation. So long as society is maintained on
its present principles, the remedies of the political econo-
mists tend only to confuse and bewilder the inquirer ; for
they afford no satisfactory solution of the anomalies exist-
ing on all sides, and they cannot determine to what extent,
or for what time, particular evils shall be endured. ~ That
community is the one thing needful, however, is shewn by
its adaptation toovercome every difficulty which the econo-
mist meets with in the present system :—
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“The power to purchase (i. e. yield an equivalent for
value received) is the real and the only desideratum. It is
the incapacity of furnishing equivalents for the pro-
ducts they wish to obtain, that involves so many in want
and wretchedness.  The more, then, that this capacity is
increased, and the more the facility of production is in-
creased, the more will the condition of society be improved.”
What can be a stronger argument, with an economist, for
the introduction of the joint-stock movement?  And,
again :—

“ Every mecasure that has any tendency to add to the
power of labour, or to reduce the cost of the commodities
produced by its agency, must add proportionally to our
power of obtaining wealth and riches; while every mea-
sure or regulation which has any tendency to waste labour,
or to raise the cost of producing commodities, must equally
Jessen this power.  This, then, is the simple and decisive
tesg by which we are to judge of the expediency of every
measure affecting the wealth of the country.” If adding
to the quantity of labour have anything to do with adding
to its power—if the unlimited application of machinery
have anything to do with the increase of this power—then
will the joint-stock system bear the test here applied to all
measures affecting production.

But it is impossible to noticc all the arguments brought
forward by the economists in favour of a change, or the
contradictions which they fall into when denouncing the
system of community. ~ While one says that “capital is
not likely to be cared for when it belongs to everybody,
that is, nobody ;" and that “common-stock institutions
would soon become as so many workhouses, or pauper bar-
racks ;” another affirms that “the experience of all ages
and nations proves that high wages, or increased facilities
Sor obtaining enjoyment, are at once the keenest spur, the
most powerful stimulus, to unremitting and assiduous exer-
tion.”  And, again:—* Give to any people the power of
accumulating, and we may depend upon it they will not be
disinclined to use it effectively. * * No instance can
be produced of any people having ever missed an opportu-
nity to amass.”

It has long been a grievance to the capitalist that there
should be any poor laws—any arrangements to compel him
to refund a small portion of his ill-gotten gains for the
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support of the unemployed and starving working man. An
experiment is now being made to determine whether these
laws may be abolished with safety to those accumulations
of wealth which rapacity has succeeded in scraping toge-
ther. Here is a confession that poor-laws ought not to
exist ; and Jikewise an acknowledgment of the difficulties
which lie in the way of settling the matter under the pre-
sent system—difficulties which can have no existence in the
Joint_stock modification :—

“ Since indigence occasions misery, and disposes to vice,
the welfare of society requires the greatest possible reduc-
tion of the number of the indigent. * * What, then,
must be done to lessen the number of the indigent, now
so frightfully increasing? The subsistence fund must be
employed productively, and capital and labour be allowed
to take their natural course ; i. e, the pauper system must,
by some means or other, be extinguished. * * None of
the remedies have struck at the root of the evil, and noge
could therefore effect lasting good. The test is just this;
do they tend to lessen the numbers of the indigent 2” 1t is
well known how the capitalists would “lessen the numbers
of the indigent”—by degradation, and expatriation, and
actual starvation.  The present system so steels the rich
man’s heart to every generous emotion—suffers his selfish-
ness to reign so blindly paramount—that he unthinkingly
strikes a blow at his fellow-man which must ultimately
recoil upon himself. The joint-stock system, however, af-
fords a natural and a ready means of escape from the evils
connected with an indigent and unemployed population ;
for it is confessed that— the only true secret of assisting
the poor, is to make them agenls in betlering their own
condilion, and to supply them, not with a temporary stimu-
lus, but with a permanent energy.”

The admissions of the economists go not only to show
that the present social system is radically defective, and
that a better may be established, but likewise that the
people have a perfect right to institute any changes they
may think necessary.  In regard to property, one of the
great requisites for the subversion of the present system, it
18 confessed that—¢ Property is keld by conventional, not
natural right ;" which is a plain admission that the wealth
claimed by the capitalist 1s his only by sufferance, and,
therefore, that it must be be given up when this sufferance
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wills it. It is likewise acknowledged that enormous
private property “is the great harbourage of crime and
misery, the adversary of knowledge, the corrupter of
peace, the extinguisher of faith and charity.” It is also
confessed that such undue accumulations are destructive of
equitable governmental institutions : —‘* Enormous private
wealth is inconsistent with the spirit of republicanism.
Wealth is power ; and large amounts of power ought not
to rest in the hands of indwiduals.”

But the capitalists, half-conscious of the wrong commit-
ted by them, and dreading evil in every trivial commotion,
find that the sun of wealth, however brightly it may shine,
affords but little warmth. Those cannot enjoy present
pleasures who look to the future with doubt or dread ; and
to deter the masses fromn attempting to obtain changes be-
neficial to them, whether social or governmental, forebo-
ding Capital thus croaks :—

“ Let a nation of twenty millions of people, by any act
of folly, drive capital away from them, and famine, pesti-
lence, civil war, midnight murder, rapine, and every other
dreadful calamity would follow the unnatural violation of
the laws of God and man. The twenty millions would soo
be reduced to one million ; the country would fall back a
thousand years. We should all be idle, but our idleness
would not feed and clothe us ; we might all desire to labour,
but there would be no accumulations to give us profitable
labour. The friend whom we had driven from us would
never return. We could not go to the capital ; the capital
would not come back to us.”

The preposterous stupidity contained in this idle rant
has becn sufficiently exposed already. It has been shewn
that capital cannot be driven away, nor taken away ; and
that, were every capitalist to depart from the country, and
take away every ounce of gold and silver contained in it,
production might still go forward as effectually, and accu-
mulations of produce be made as securely, as at the present
moment. The long train of direful calamities here prog-
nosticated would have nothing to do with any such removal
of the capitalists and their money. As the case stands,
the people could go to the capital—they could labour—
they could produce—they could enjoy. But no such remo-
val of the capitalists, and no other event affecting the peace
or the welfare of society for a single moment, need be anti-
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cipated. The change contended for is neither necessaril
productive of such a state of things, nor has it, of itself,
the most remote connertion with anarchy or social disor-
der. It is <imply a trading transaction between man and
man—a bargain and sale—in which it is to the interest of
both parties that the affair should be equitably and ami.
cably adjusted. Therefore all these doleful forebodings of
the evils attendant on certain changes, as they do not apply
to the movement contemplated, are of no more weight
than the mad outcries of the Chinese, during an eclipse of
the moon, to frighten away the dragon they suppose to be
devouring her. But there are other prophecies respecting
changes :—

< Man mustand will be better served as the world grows
older ; but it will be by giving the eternal laws of society
fair play, and not by attempting to subvert them.” Such
fair play can be given only in a social system of community
of possessions. Again :—“ An immense majority of evesy
civilised people are verging towards a mutual agreement to
give, in or({,er that to each may be given, full measure,
pressed down, and shaken together, and running over.
Such is the plenty in which God showers his gifts among
us ; and such is the manner in which he would have us
yield each to the other.” Is this a picture of the present
state of inequality and injustice in every hind of measure ?
—or is it a view of a state of society to come ? And,
again :— Natural aflinities are ever acting, even now, in
opposition to circumstance. They will in time direct us to
the duc control of circumstance.”” It is the one great end
of the social change under consideration, to enable men
thus to control the circumstances which surround and in-
fluence them.  Four thousand years have afforded suffi-
cient proof of the incompetency of the present system to
give men this power ; and the experience acquired during
these successive ages will shortly enable them to construct
and establish a system calculated to make man all that he
would be. As encouragements, then, to perseverance, the
same authorities confess that—

«Jt is useless to struggle in any way against that pro-
gress of society whose tendencies are to make all of us
more comfortable, more instructed, more virtuous, and
therefore more‘happy. * * Itis not for us to point out
what may be expected from the collective exertions of
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society to mitigate or to remove the partial or temporary
evils which follow in the train even of improvement. Of
one thing we are certain.  Society can never interfere to
stop the improvement ; aud if any portion of society, who
feel the individual suffering, but cannot see the general
good, should interfere, with an unavailing violence, to at-
tempt to check that which must go forward, then the laws
of society must step in to protect us all, themselves amongst
the number, from the consequences of lawless acts.” And
this, while it affords encouragement to the fearful and the
wavering to go boldly onward in the march of improve-
ment, shews the utter futility of all attempts, by indivi-
duals and classes, to retard the common progress of things.
And, again :—

“ The time will come, trust me, when there will be an
end of the system under which we suffer. It cannot al-
ways be that the law will snatch the bread from the indus-
trious to give it tothe idle, and turn labour from its natural
channel, and defraud it of its due reward, and authorise
the selfish and dissolute to mock at those who prize inde-
pendence, and who bind themselves to self.(]enia‘ that they
may practice charity.  The time will come, depend upon
it, when the nation will effectually take to heart such in-
justice as this.  There is much to undo, much to rectify,
before the labours of the poor, in their prime, shall secure
to them a servene old age ; but the time will come.”

Such, then, are the discouragements and the encourage-
ments of the political economists respecting social changes.
Itis confessc&]) by them that some great change is neces-
sary—that a better state of things must ultimately be
established—that the nation may institute any changes
which it thinks proper—and they likewise point out the
chief principles and modes of action that must be kept in
view in any change that may be instituted. Thus every
ground of doubt and hesitation is removed, and a broad and
solid field of action is presented to the people, even by
those adversaries who have heretofore ignorantly dovmed
them to destruction.  The present movement will be but
the adding of another link to the long chain of human
history ; and as one link has never yet been the precise
counterpart of another, we need not be surprised or alarmed
if the contemplated change be somewhat different from
those which have preceded it.
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CONCLUSION.

Having proceeded step by step through the existing
social system, and observed wherein is its strength as well
as its weakness—having surveyed onc by one its elements of
power, and beheld their proper and improper combinations
and appliances—having viewed some of the innumerable
burdens and evils which this system has for ages imposed
upon the productive classes, and examined the various re-
medies suggested for alleviating or removing the national
distresses—it now remains for these oppressed and despised
classes to determine whether any amf what changes shall
take place, and to fix upon a time for action.

Before all things, and above all things, there must be
amongst them a wide-spread knowledge of the wrong and
the remedy—-the means and the end.  Until they obtain
this knowledge—until they act in accordance with the dic-
tates of this knowledge, and unite their energies into one
mass and direct them to one end—they will continue to be,
as they always have been, the tools and the dupes of their
fellows.  If there be any among them who are contented
with their present position in society and their future
prospects—who believe that their Creator made them to be
the slaves and the prey of their fellow.men—who are wil-
ling, when worn out by years of toil, to lie down on the
highway side and die like dogs—if there be any such
among working men, they will not ask for a social change ;
but if there be those who believe that the rights of men
are equal—that man can claim no dominion over man—
that life was given for another purpose than that of being
spent in one unvarying round of incessant toil—then will
they demand, and they will have, a change in the present
state of things. If there be any among the middle and
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upper classes who aspire to no higher gratifications than
those which they now enjoy—who find existence, as it is,
with no void unfilled, no yearnings unsatistied, no dark or
doubtful futurity—such men will call all social changes
visionary ; but if these divisions of society, surrounded as
they are by every thing that ingenuity and labour can cre-
ate, feel that nature requires the exercise of other powers
than those of the stomach—that there are within them the
germs of faculties and feelings that now find no soil in
which to grow—that future security has no firm founda-
tion —they will listen when a change is spoken of ; they
will inquire into the nature and intent of life, with all its
faculties and capacities, and they will confess that there is
much in the present system which needs revision and
amendment—that there is much wanting, and much which
ought to be altogether annihilated.

In whatever way the existing system of separate indivi-
dual interests is compared with the system of combined
individual interests, the superiority of the latter is appa-
rent in its every modification. If general physical comfort
and sccurity from want be all that is desired, the system
of community of possessions and equality of rights is the
proper system—if the uniform practice of charity and mo-
rality, and the absence of all incentives to ill-will, and the
universal spread of social love, have anything to do with a
social system, then is the system of community of posses-
sions a desirable system—if the advancement of science
and art, the proper cultivation aud exercise of the intellec-
tual faculties, and the existence of facilities for carrying
into effect every regulation which matured wisdom can de-
vise, be desirable in a social system, then is the system of
community of possessions the best of all systems.

Men have hitherto endeavoured to incite each other to
good actions merely by inculcating the principles of justice
and morality.  Surrounding circumstances—all the mo-
tives to good and to bad practices—have never been taken
into the account; and as, under the present constitution
of socfety, the majority of circumstances are unfavoura-
ble to the practice of the principles inculcated, these prin-
ciples are necessarily ineflicacious, and all but useless. Be-
fore men can control action, they must control the incen-
tives to action ; for principles are valuable only in propor.
tion as they can be acted upon, and as they apply to the
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wants and exigencies of mankind. From the common con-
stitution of things, and their action and re-action upon
each other, it is certain that every man has his price — that
there is a boundary beyond which allurements cannot be re-
sisted—that the absence of an adequate temptation is the
common preserver of all honest men. Principle and profit,
therefore, must ever be on one side ; for if they be opposed,
there can be no stability in character, no safe dependence
on virtue, no certainty that morality will always be trium.-

hant. Experience proves the truth of this assertion,

owever mortifying it may be to human vanity ; for neither
morality nor religion, of themselves, are capable of impel-
ling men, on all occasions, “to do as they would be done
by.”  Almost every circumstance by which men are now
surrounded hourly incites them to break through the
observance of this great law, however principle may spur
them on to its fulfilment ; and, therefore, unless these cir-
cumstances be coutrolled and directed so as to conduce ﬁo
the end desired, principle will be oftener heard of from the
mouths than perceived in the actions of men. The prin-
cigles of justice and equality which have been already con-
sidered, will thus create and control circumstances favour-
able to the practice of morality and charity, and thereby
render it more easy for men to do as they would be done
by, than to adopt a contrary course.

Many persons, taking a view of the present condition of
society just as narrow as that of the economists and poli-
ticians, ascribe most of the existing evils to the absence of
knowledge amongst the people ; and, to supply this one thing
needful, they would establish a national system of education,
and confer on all men the power of reading and writing.
As present evils, however, depend on the present consti-
tution of society, knowledge alone will not have the power
to remedy them, so long as this constitution is maintained.
Physical comfort is the only base on which popular con-
tentment and social harmony can be reared, amf the only
foundation on which knowledge and morality can have a
permanent existence, and work out their proper results.

The cultivation of the intellect—the creation of new
wants and wishes—so far from rendering the body insen-
sible to toil and privation, and the mind callous to degra-
dation and injury, will infinitely increase their susceptibi-
lity to all these impressions, and render insupportable that
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which was once an almost unconscious burthen. Know.
ledge will conduce to the advancement of virtue and
morality only while it is allied to comparative ease of con-
dition : if the condition remain stationary, and the know-
ledge and the wants go forward, vice and crime will like-
wise progress, for they are more dependent on physical dis-
comfort than on ignorance.  The discontentment of men
arises from the inadequacy of their means to satisfy their
wants ; and everything which tends to multiply wants
without likewise multiplying means—which disturbs the
equilibrium naturally existing in connection with a low
scale of animal and intellectual existence—will lead to
social convulsions, and the subversion of existing systems.
Every political demonstration, and every trades’ union com-
bination, are no more than the workings of intellect to
raise the physical to the intellectual man—to increase the
means to the wants—to enable conception and execution to
keep pace with each other.

While some of the advocates for political changes boldly
confess that no beneficial measure can be obtained unless
the people have recourse to violence, others maintain that
everything may ultimately be acquired by persuasion. The
possession of political power will, or will not, benefit the
working class.  If it do benefit them, why are the work-
ing men of republican America in the situation described ?
—and if it be of no use, why should it be contended for
in preference to all other things? Let it be supposed that
universal suffrage and all the other political requisites are
obtained —that every member of Parliament is sent by
working men, and is himself a working man—suppositions
all but impossible to exist conjointly. So long as the
House of Lords and the Crown form part of the govern-
ment, a parliament of this kind would be fettered in every
movement, and every act would be mull and void.  Let it
then he supposed that these two great obstacles to political
improvement are removed, and that all governmental power
is vested in the productive population—a supposition more
improbable than any of the preceding. One of the first acts
of a government thus constituted would be to interfere
between the employer and the employed.  Laws would be
made to increase wages and decrease the hours of labour
—machinery would in many cases be put down—the power
of refusing employment to obnoxious persons would be
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taken from the employer—and the commercial regulations
of society would be subject to perpetual variations to meet
the emergencies of particular classes of producers. All
these would be social changes—they would affect the rela-
tive position of the classes now constituting society, with-
out remedying the evils dependent on this division—and
production would be carried on by complicated and ever-
changing arrangements—alternately depressing one class
and exalting another, and making society a hot-bed for
tyranny and hatred.

All the changes contended for by the politicians or
the trades’ unionists, must, to be cffective, interfere with
the existing arrangements of society, and thus would be, in
reality, social changes. It is as plainly perceived by the
capitalists that such would be the case, as it is perceived by
them that the workman is discontented with his lot. The
wants and wishes of the producers are seen in all their
actions, and shine forth in all their movements. Such
being the case—seeing nothing before him but the seizure
of his property and the subversion of his authority if the
working men obtain political power—is it to be supposed
that the capitalist will put a weapon into the hands of his
natural enemy—that he will, by giving political power to
his serf, run the risk of losing his own station and accumu-
latiops without any equivalent ? Little is known of human
nature by those who suppose that the capitalists or their
government will commit such a suicidal act unless com-
pelled by the physical force of their adversaries. The in-
tellectual powers of the workman are held in so much
contempt—he and his capacities are so thoroughly derided
and despised by the other classes of society—that every-
thing calculated to benetit him in the rewotest degree, or
to take anything from the dominion of the capitalist, will
be withheld until the Jast moment that it can be retained
with safety to the powers that be. Thus, as political
power, of itself, would be so unwieldy a weapou in the
hands of the working man—as every probability is against
the acquisition of such power by any means short of phy-
sical force—it cannot for a moment be weighed against the
safer and more equitable mode of going at once into that
state of community which must ultimately be the end of
all these other changes; and this can be done by means
of purchase, without the application of force or the accom-
paniment of civil commotion.
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In regarding any and every remedy which real or pre.
tended friends may offer to them, the working class should
take a broad and comprehensive view of their present posi-
tion as a whole—the amount of their toil, their dependence
on and subjection to other classes, the inadequacy of their
remuneration, and their probable condition in old age—and
test all these remedies by the influence which they are
likely to exert on this position. When the producer is
told to seek for the acquisition of political power—to con-
tend for this or that particular governmental measure—
he should inquire of all who would direct him :— Will
this change lighten my toil, increase my enjoyments, add
to my independence, insure me work and remuneration
until age, and then support me comfortably until death ?*’
It is to acquire all this that men ask for changes, and it is
for the opposite state of things that they want a remedy.
Every remedy, therefore, which shrinks from the applica-
tion of the test of equality of rights—every remedy which
professes merely to modify the position of the working
class as a working class—every remedy which does not go
at once to first principles, and tend to the removal of the
causes of existing wrongs and evils, should be scouted as
insulting alike to reason and to justice.

In the conflict which is now going forward between Might
and Right, and while men are contending as to whether
force or reason shall be the weapon made use of, the expe-
rience which former times afford of the operation of these
two powers must not be neglected. Sucﬁe(‘onsi(lerations,
however, do not affect the establishment of the system of
community of possessions ; for this depends not upon force,
nor upon impressing the government with a conviction of
its necessity, but upon the acquisition of a sufficient fund
to purchase the existing accumulations either at once, or
by instalments paid after obtaining possession, on the
principles already explained.

There have always been two ways of accomplishing
merely governmental changes—one, by persuasion, and
the Other by compulsion. For popular revolutions to be
effectual, conviction must always precede force ; for force
may establish, but it cannot always preserve. When a
people have no knowledge of human rights, they may be
persuaded to submit to despotism, or they may be forced
to submit : when they possess this knowledge in a limited
or imperfect degree, it is possible that a people may over-
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throw their government; but, if they thus succeed, it is
almost certain that they will lose all the benefits of their
conquest. When, however, the knowledge of principles is
widely spread, and the desire for change is as universal as
the knowledge, then is a nation unconquerable, and no
power can long exist in opposition and hostility to the

ular power.

ut, omnipotent as is the might of the oppressed when
it thus meets hand to hand the might of the oppressor,
there is not one instance on record which shews that the
people of a nation have ever yet obtained the fruits of the
victory which force had won for them.  They have never
yet done more than build up a fresh tyranny with the frag-
ments of that which they had pulled down ; and so long
as they leave uoregarded and unregulated that prin-
ciple of unequal exchanges and that inequality of condition
from which every tyranny springs, all their appeals to phy-
sical force, and all their subversions of despotic govern-
ments for the time being, will in no way advance the pro®
gress of true liberty, The establishment of the proper
remedy does not depend. upon the subversion of a govern-
ment, but upon the destruction of the existing social sys-
tem ; and therefore reason, and not force—coaviction, and
not compulsion—purchase, and not ({;lumler——a systematic
application of combined forces, and not an undisciplined
and chaotic movement—are the proper instrumeuts to be
employed.

The correctness or incorrectness of the estimates which
bave been given of the burthens imposed upon the pro-
ductive classes by the present arrangements of society, is
of no importance. These estimates serve as elucidations of
the existing system ; and a momentary glance at the pre-
sent state of society, and the income of various divisions,
will shew at once that the losses of the producers have not
been over-rated.  Although some of these burthens mauy
be lightened, and many existing social evils may be modi-
fied, by particnlar governmental measures, yet such partial
alleviation affords no ground for the maintenance of the
present system. All existing Wrongs are wrongs on prin-
ciple—wrongs on reason, and justice, .an{l equal rights—
and must therefore be subverted on principle.

As the knowledge of the character and tendencies of the
present system becomes generally diffused—as the produc.
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tive classes are brought to direct their attention to a
social instead of a governmental change—as they begin to
unite their scattered forces, and to adopt means for carry-
ing their objects into execution—as all these preparatory
movements are going forward, many false prophets aud in-
terested advisers will rise up and endeavour to mislead and
delude the people. When, likewise, the nature and mag-
nitude of the end to be attained is considered—when it is
viewed in connection with the present composition of
society, and the ruthless and sanguinary character of the
governments which arise from society thus constituted—
there can be no doubt that senatorial harangues and pulpit
fulminations will follow each other in quick succession
against all innovators of existing usages. The page of
history, fraught with many a brutal and bloody record of
governmental despotism, gives warning, also, that, when
vituperation shall have exhausted all its materials in con-
demnation of a social change, the weightier arguments of
the cannon and the musket will not be far off. Consider-
ations of this character, however, do not concern the
inquirer after truth, nor do they in any way invalidate the
principles which he may bring to view. Individuals have
not the power to decide in what manner particular changes
shall be accomplished.  Placing their trust in principles,
they calmly await the issue of events. There are mani-
festations on all sides which tell men, in accents not to be
misunderstood, that the elements of mighty changes are
at work ; and, whatever may be the immediate prospect,
there are to be seen harbingers of brighter and better
times. The light of Mind is beaming through the gloomy
boundaries of the Age of Might, and ushering in the Age
of Right!

THE END.
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