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HISTORY OF GREECE

PART 11
HISTORICAL GREECE

(Continued)

CHAPTER LXII

TWENTY-FIRST YEAR OF THE WAR—OLIGARCHY OF
FOUR HUNDRED A1l ATHENS
)

Asour a year elapsed between the catastrophe of the
Athenians near Syracuse and the victory which they gained
over the Milesians, on landing near Milétus (from September
413 BC to September 412 BC)  After the first of those two
events, the complete ruin of Athens had appeared both to her
enemies and to herself, impending and irreparable  But so
astomshing, so rapid, and so energetic, had been her rally,
that at the time of the second, she was found agan carrying
on a tolerable struggle, though with impaired resources and on
a purely defensive system, against enemies both bolder and
more numerous than ever There 1s no reason to doubt that
her foreign affairs might have gone on thus improving, had
they not been endangered at this crtical moment by the
treason of a fraction of her own citizens—bringing her again
to the brink of rum, from which she was only rescued by the
ncompetence of her enemies

That treason took 1ts first nse from the evile Alkibiadés I
have already recounted how this man, alike unprincipled and.
energetic, had thrown himself with his charactenstic ardour
mto the service of Sparta, and had indicated to her the best
means of aiding Syracuse, of inflicting positive injury upon
Athens, and lastly, of provoking revolt among the Ionic allies
of the latter It was by his boldness and personal connexions
i Toma that the revolt of Chios and Milétus had been
determined
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In the course of a few monthé, however, he had greatly lost
the confidence of the Spartans The revolt of the Asiatic
dependencies of Athens had not been accomplished so easily
and rapidly as he had predicted Chalkideus, the Spartan
<commander with whom he had acted, was defeated and slam
near Milétus the Ephor Endis, by whom he was chiefly
protected, retamed his office only for one year, and was
succeeded by other Ephors? just about the end of September,
or beginnng of October, when the Athemans gamned thewr
second victory near Milétus, and were on the point of blocking
up the town, lastly, King Agss, the personal enemy of Alki-
bradés, still d to him M , there was
1n the character of this remarkable man something so essenti-
ally selfish, vain, and treacherous, that no one could ever rely
upon his faithful co operation  Accordingly, as soon as any
reverse occurred, that very energy and ability, which seldom
failed him, made those with whom he acted the more ready
to explamn the mischance by supposing that he had betrayed
them

It was thus that, after the defeat of Milétus, King Agis was
enabled to discredit Alkibiadés as a traitor to Sparta, upon
which the new Ephors sent out at once an order to the
general Astyochus, to put him to death 2  Alkibiadés had now
an opportunity of tasting the difference between Spartan and
Atheman procedure  Though his enemies at Athens were
numerous and virulent,—with all the advantage, so unspeak-
able m political warfare, of being able to rase the cry of
ireligion against him , yet the utmost which they could obtain
was, that he should be summoned home to take his trial before
the Dikastery At Sparta, without any posiive ground of
crimination and without any 1dea of judicial trial, his enemies
procure an order that he shall be put to death

Alkibiadés however got mntimation of the order n time to
retire to Tissaphemés Probably he was forewarned by
Astyochus himself, not ignorant that so monstrous a deed
would greatly alienate the Chians and Milésians, nor foreseeing
ithe full mischief which his desertion would bring upon Sparta.
With that flexbility of character which enabled him at once
to master and take up a new position, Alkibiadés soon found
Tmeans to msinuate himself into the confidence of the satrap

1 See Thucyd v 36
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He began now to play a game neither Spartan, nor Atheman,
but Persla.n and anti-Hellenic a game of duplicity to which
T) himself was posed, but to whech
the of a de Grecmn was indis-
pensable It was by no means the mterest of the Great King
(Alkibiadés urged) to lend such effective aid to either of the
contending parties as would enable 1t to crush the other he
ought neither to bring up the Phemcian fleet to the aid of the
Lacedemomians, nor to furmsh that abundant pay which
would procure for them mdefinite levies of new Grecian force
He ought so to feed and prolong the war, as to make each
party an mstrument of exhaustion and impoverishment against
the other, and thus himself to nse on the ruins of both first
to break down the Atheman empire by means of the Pelopon-
nesians, and afterwards to expel the Peloponnesians themselves
—which might be effected with little trouble 1f they were
weakened by a protracted previous struggle !

Thus far Alkibiadés gaye advice, as a Persian counsellor,
not unsuitable to the policy of the court of Susa But he
seldom gave advice without some view to his own profit,
ambition, or antipathies  Cast off unceremoniously by the
Lacedaemonians, he was now driven to seek restoration in his
own country To accomphsh this object, 1t was necessary not
only that he should preserve her from being altogether ruined,
but that he should present himself to the Athenians as one
who could, if restored, dvert the aid of Tissaphernés from
Lacedemon to Athens Accordingly, he further suggested to
the satrap, that while 1t was essential to his interest not to
permut land power and martime power to be umited in the
same hands, whether Lacedemoman or Atheman—it would
nevertheless be found easier to arrange matters with the
empire and pretensions of Athens, than with those of Lace-
demon  Athens (he argued) neither sought nor professed any
other object than the subjection of her own mantime depend-
encies, m return for which she would willingly leave all the
Asiatic Greeks m the hands of the Great King, while Sparta,
forswearing all 1dea of empire, and professing ostentatiously to
aim at the umwersal enfranchisement of every Grecian city,
could not with the smallest consistency conspire to deprive
the Asiatic Greeks of the same pnwlege Thxs view appeared
to be d by the
many of the Peloponnesmn oﬂicers had take'n to the ﬁm
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Tissapt firds renewed by Lichas even
aganst the second modified convention of Theramenés, and
aecompanied with an indignant protest agamst the 1dea of
surrendering to the Great King all-the terntory which had
been ever possessed by his predecessors !

All these latter arguments, whereby Allibiadés professed to
create in the mind of the satrap a preference for Athens, were
etther futile or founded on false assumptions  For on the one
hand, even Lichas never refused to concur in surrendering the
Asatic Greeks to Persia—while on the other hand, the empire
of Athens, so long as she retained any empire, was pretty sure
to be more formdable to Persia than any efforts undertaken
by Sparta under the disinterested pretence of hiberating gener-
ally the Grecian cities Nor did Tissaphernés at all lend
himself to any such positive impression, though he felt
strongly the force of the negative recommendations of Alki-
biadés—that he should do no more for the Peloponnesians
than was sufficient to feed the war, without ensuring to them
erther a speedy or a decisive success or rather, this duplicity
was so congenial to his Oriental mind, that there was no need
of Alkibiadés to recommend 1t The real use of the Athenian
exile, was to assist the satrap n carrying 1t nto execution,
and to provide for him those plausible pretences and justifica-
tions, which he was to 1ssue as a substitute for effective
supplies of men and money Established along with Tissa-
phernés at Magnesia—the same place which had been occupied
about fifty years before by another Atheman exile, equally
unprincipled and yet abler, Themistoklés—Alkibiadés served
as interpreter of his views m all his conversations with the
Greeks, and appeared to be thoroughly in his confidence an
appearance of which he took advantage to pass himself off
falsely upon the Athemans at Samos as having the power of
turning Persian wealth to the aid of Athens

The first payment made by Tissaphernés, immediately after
the capture of Iasus and of the revolted Amorgés, to the
Peloponnesians at Milétus, was at the rate of one drachma per
head But notice was given that for the future it would be
reduced one half, a reduction for which Alkibiadés undertook
to furmsh a reason The Athemans (he urged) gave no more
than half a drachma, not because they could not afford more,
but because, from their long experience of nautical affairs,
they had found that higher pay spoiled the discipline of the

! Thucyd vin 46-52
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seamen by leading them 1nto"excesses and over: -indulgence, as
well as by inducing too ready leave of absence to be granted,
n confidence that the high pay would bring back the men
when called for’ As he probably never expected that such
subterfuges (employed at a moment when Athens was so poor
that she could not even pay the half drachma per head) would
carry convncuon to any one—so he induced Tissaphernés to
their effect by bribes to the generals and

trierarchs , a mode of argument which was found effectual
silencing the complants of all, with the single exception of the
Syracusan Hermokratés In regard to other Grecian cities
who sent to ask pecumary aid, and especially Chios, Alki-
biadés spoke out with less reserve They had been hitherto
compelled to contribute to Athens (he said), and now that
they had shaken off this payment, they must not shrink from
imposing upon themselves equal or even greater burthens mn
their own defence Nor was 1t anything less (he added) than
sheer impudence i the Chians, the richest people 1n Greece—
1f they required a foreign military force for their protection, to
require at the same time that others should furmish the means
of paying 1t? At the same time, however, he intimated—by
way of keeping up hopes for the future—that Tissaphernés
was at present carrying on the war at his own cost, but if
hereafter remittances should arrive from Susa, the full rate of
pay would be resumed, with the addition of aid to the Grecian
cities n any other way which could be reasonably asked To
this promise was added an assurance that the Phenician fleet
was now under equipment, and would shortly be brought up
to their aid, so as to gwe them a superionty which would
render assistance hopeless an assurance not merely deceitful,
but mischievous, since 1t was employed to dissuade them from
all immediate action, and to paralyse their navy during its
moments of fullest vngour and eﬁiclency Even the reduced
rate of pay w P
force kept so starved thst the duphcny of the satrap became

1 Thucyd vm 45 O: 8k 7ds vais drokelrwow, dmohiwdvres s dunpelay
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This e 15 both doubtful in the text and difficult in the translation
Among the many different explnnnllons given by lhe commentators, I adopt
that of Dr Arnold as the leas
that 1t 1s right
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Sbvious to every one, and waslonly carried through by his
bribery to the officers !

While Alkibiadés, as the confidential agent and interpreter
of Tissaphernés, was carrying on #his anti-Peloponnesian
policy through the autumn and winter of 412-411 B C —partly
during the stay of the Peloponnesian fleet at Milétus, partly
after 1t had moved to Kmdus and Rhodes—he was at the
same time opening correspondence with the Athenian officers
at Samos  His breach with the Peloponnesians, as well as his
ostensible position m the service of Tissaphernés, were facts
well known among the Athenian armament, and his scheme
was, to procure both restoration and renewed power i his
native city, by representing himself as competent to bring over
to her the aid and alhance of Persia, through his ascendency
over the mind of the satrap  His hostility to the democracy,
however, was so generally known, that he despaired of accom-
plishing his return unless he could connect 1t with an

, which, was not less gratify-
g to his sentiment of vengeance for the past, than to his
ambition for the future Accordingly he sent over a pnvate
message to the officers and trierarchs at Samos, several of
them doubtless his personal friends, desiring to be remembered
to the “best men” in the armament >—such was one of the
standing phrases by which oligarchical men knew and described
each other—and intimating his anxious wish to come again as
a citizen among them, bringing with hum Tissaphernés as their
ally But he would come only on condition of the formation
of ‘an oligarchical government, nor would he ever agamn set
foot amidst the odious democracy to whom he owed his
banishment &

Such was the first origiating germ of that temporary calamity,
which so near brought Athens to absolute rum, called the
Oligarchy of Four Hundred a suggestion from the same exile
who had already so deeply wounded his country by sending
Gyhppus to Syracuse, and the Lacedemomian garnson to

1 Thucyd. vin 46 Th e Tpogiy kakis éxbpile Tois TeAomovnalots kal
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ob wpoBipws fuvewonduer
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Dekelela  As yet, no man 1n Samos had thought of a revolu-
tion, but the moment that the 1dea was thus started, the trierarchs
and wealthy men in the armament caught at 1t with andity To
subvert the democracy for their own profit, and to be rewarded
for doing so with the treasures of Persia as a means of carryin,
on the war against the Peloponnesians—was an extent of goos
fortune greater than they could possibly have hoped ~Amudst
the exhaustion of the public treasure at Athens, and the loss of
tribute from her dependencies, it was now the private pro-
prietors, and most of all, the wealthy proprietors—upon whom
the cost of military operations fell , from which burthen they
here saw the prospect of relief, coupled with increased chance
of victory  Elate with so tempting a promise, a deputation of
them crossed over from Samos to the mainland to converse
personally with Alkibiadés, who again renewed his assurances
1n person, that he would bring not only Tissaphernés, but the
Great King himself, 1nto active alhance and co-operation with
Athens provided they would put down the Athenian democracy,
which he affirmed that the king could not possibly trust? He
doubtless did not omut to set forth the other side of the alter-
native, that if the proposition were refused, Persian aid would
be thrown heartily into the scale of the Peloponnesians, n
which case, there was no longer any hope of safety for Athens
On the return of the deputation with these fresh assurances,
the ohgarchical men in Samos came together, both mn greater
number and with redoubled ardour, to take their measures for
subverting the democracy They even ventured to speak of
the project openly among the mass of the armament, who
hstened to 1t with nothing but aversion , but who were silenced
at least, though not satisfied, by being told that the Persian
treasury would be thrown open to them on condition, and only
on condition, that they would relinquish therr democracy
Such was at this ime the indispensable need of foreign money
for the purposes of the war—such was the certainty of rumn, if
the Persian treasure went to the aid of the enemy—that the
most democratical Athenian might well hesitate when the alter-
native was thus laid before him ~ The oligarchical conspirators,
however, knew well that they had the feeling of the armament
altogether against them—that the best which they could expect
from 1t was a reluctant acquiescence —and that they must accom-
plish the revolution by their own hands and management
They formed themselves into a poltical confederacy (or
Hetzena) for the purpose of discussing the best measures

! Thucyd vin 48
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towards their end Tt was resolved to send a deputation to
Athens, with Peisander! at the head, to make known the new
prospects and to put the standing oligarchical clubs (Hetzeries)
into active co-operation for the purpese of wiolently breakmng
up the democracy , and further, to estabhish oligarchical govern-
fents s all the remaning dependencies of Athens They
magmed that these dependencies would be thus induced to
remam faithful to her, perhaps even that some of those which
had already revolted might come back to ther alleglance—
when once she should be relieved from her democracy and
placed under the rule of her “ best and most virtuous citizens ”

Hitherto, the bargain tendered for acceptance had besn—
subversion of the Athenian democracy and restoration of
Alkib onone hand—agamst hearty co-op and afree
supply of gold, from Persia, on the other But what security
was there that such bargain would be reahsed—or that when
the first part should have been braught to pass, the second would
follow ? There was absolutely no secunty except the word of
Alkibiadés very little to be trbted, even when promising
what was 1n his own power to perform, as we may recollect
from his memorable dealing with the Lacedzemonian envoys
at Athens—and on the present occasion, vouching for some-
thing n itself extravagant and preposterous  For what reason-
able motive could be 1magined to make the Great King shape
Ius foreign policy according to the interests of Alkibadés—or
to wspire him with such lively mterest in the substitution of
oligarchy for democracy at Athens? This was a question which
the oligarchical conspirators at Samos not only never troubled
themselves to raise, but which they had every motve to
suppress The suggestion of Alkibiadés comneided fally with

1 Tt 15 asserted sn an Orauon of Lysias (Orat xsv Afjuow Kavaabosws
‘Amodoyla, ¢ 3, p 766 Reisk ) that Phrymchus and Peisander embarked 1n
this ohgarchical conspiracy for the purpose of geiting clear of previous
crimes committed under the democracy — But (here 1s nothung to counten
ance suchan assertion, and the narrative of Thucydidés gives quite a dufferent
colour to their behaviour

Peisander was now secving with the armment at Samos, moreover his
forwardaess and energy (presently to be described) m taking the formidable
imtiative of putting down the Athemian democracy, 15 to me quite suffictent
evidence that the taunts of the comic wniters aganst his cowardice are
unfounded  Xenophon in the Sympasion repeats thia taunt (n 14), which
o sppears s Arktophanis, Eupoli, Plsto. Comicas, snd others'see the
pusages collected 1n Meineke, Histor Ctic Comicor Graecorum, vol 3
P 178, &

lem writers on Grecian mm woften repeat such atter jestsas if they
were so mach genmine and trustworthy evidence against the person. libelled
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their pohtical mterest and ambition  Their object was to put
down the democracy, and get possession of the government for
themselves—a purpose, towards which the promise of Persmn
gold, 1f they could geteit accredited, was inestimable as a
stepping-stone, whether 1t afterwards turned out to be a delusion
or not The probability 15, that having a strong interest 11
believing 1t themselves, and a stll stronger interest n making
others believe 1t, they talked each other mnto a sincere per-
suasion  Without adverting to this fact, we should be at a loss
to understand how the word of such a man as Alkibiadés, on
such a matter, could be so imphatly accepted as to set in
motion a whole tran of novel and momentous events
There was one man, and one man alone so far as we know,
who ventured openly to call 1t i question This was Phry-
nichus, one of the generals of the fleet, who had recently given
valuable counsel after the victory of Milétus, a clear sighted
and man, but hostile to Alkibiadés, and
thoroughly seeing through his character and projects  Though
Phrynichus was afterwards bne of the chief organisers of the
oligarchical movement, when 1t became detached from and
hostile to Alkibiadés—yet under the actual circumstances he
discountenanced 1t altogether? Alkibiadés (he said) had no
b o ohg: g rather than to demo
cratical , nor could he be relied on for standing by 1t after 1t
should have been set up  His only purpose was, to make use
of the oligarchical conspiracy now forming, for his own restora-
tion, which, 1f brought to pass, could not fail to ntroduce
pohitical discord mto the camp—the greatest musfortune that
could at present happen As to the Persian king, 1t was
unreasonable to expect that he would put himself out of his
way to aid the Athemans, his old enemies, 1n whom he had no
d he had the Pelop present as alhes,
with a good naval force and powerful cities i his own terutory,
from whom he had never experienced either msult or annoy-
ance M the depend of Atl pon whom 1t
was now proposed to confer, simultaneously with Athens her-
self, the blessing of olgarchical government—would receive
that boon with indifference  Those who had already revolted,
would not come back , those who yet remained faithful, would

1 Phrynichus 1s affirmed m an Oration of Lysias to have been onginally
poor, keeping sheep 1 the country part of Attica , then to have resided m
the aity, and ‘pncnsed what was called sycophancy, or false and vexatious
accusation before the Dikastery and the public assembly (Lysias, Orat xx.
pro Polgggrato, ¢ 3, p 674 Reisk )
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not be the more 1nclined to refan so longer Their object
would be to obtawn autonomy, either under ohgarchy or demo-
<cracy, as the case might be  Assuredly they would not expect
better from an ol at Athens, than
from a democratical , for they knew that those self-styled * good
and virtuous” men, who would form the oligarchy, were, as
ministers of democracy, the chief advisers and instigators of the
people to miquitous deeds, most commonly for nothing but
thewr own individual profit  From an Atheman oligarchy, the
«citizens of these dependencies had nothing to expect but violent
-executions without any judicial trial, but under the democracy,
they could obtamn shelter and the means of appeal, while their
persecutors were hable to restraint and chastisement, from the
people and the popular Dikasteries  Such (Phrynichus affirmed
-on his own personal knowledge) was the genuine feeling among
the dependencies of Athens! Having thus shown the calcu-
lations of the conspirators—as to Alkibiadés, as to Persia, and as
to the allied dependencies—to be all 1llusory, Phrynichus con-
<luded by entering his decided protest aganst adopting the
propositions of Alkibladés
But n this protest (borne out afterwards by the result) he
stood nearly alone  The tide of opinion, among the oligarchical
conspirators, ran so furiously the other way, that 1t was resolved
to despatch Pelsander and others immediately to Athens to
e as well as the recall of
Alkibiadés , and at “the same time to propose to the people
their new intended ally Tissaphernés
Phrynichus knew well what would be the consequence to him-
self—if this consummation were brought about, as he foresaw
that 1t probably would be—from the vengeance of his enemy
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Alkibiadés aganst his recent’ opposition  Satisfied that thé
latter would destroy him, he took measures for destroying
Alkibiadés b hand, even by a bl
to the Lacedzemonian adgniral Astyochus at Milétus, to whom
he sent a secret account of the intrigues which the Atheman
exile was carrymg on at Samos to the prejudice of the Pelopon-
nestans, prefaced with an awkward apology for this sacnifice of
the 1nterests of his country to the necessity of protecting him-
self aganst a personal enemy But Phrynmchus was imperfectly
nformed of the real character of the Spartan commander, or of
his relations with Tissaphernés and Alkibiadés Not merely
was the latter now at Magnesia, under the protection of the
satrap, and out of the power of the Lacedemomians—but
Astyochus, a traitor to his duty through the gold of Tissa-
phernés, went up thither to show the letter of Phrynichus to
the very person whom 1t was mtended to expose Alkibiadés
forthwith sent intelligence to the generals and officers at Samos
of the step taken by Phrymchus, and pressed them to put him
to death

The hfe of Phrynichus now hung by a thread, and was
probably preserved only by that respect for judicial formalties
s0 deeply rooted 1n the Athenian character = In the extremity
of danger, he resorted to a still more subtle artifice to save him-
self He despatched a second letter to Astyochus, complaining
of the violation of confidence in regard to the former, but at
the same - time ntimating that he was now willing to betray to
the L the camp and at Samos He
mvited Astyochus to come and attack the place, which was as
yet unfortified—explaining minutely in what manner the attack
could be best conducted, and he concluded by saying that
this, as well as every other means of defence, must be pardoned
to one whose life was in danger from a personal enemy  Fore-
seeing that Astyochus would betray this letter as he had be-
trayed the former, Phrymchus waited a proper time, and then
revealed to the camp the intention of the enemy to make an
attack, as 1f 1t had reached him by prnivate information He
nsisted on the necessity of immediate precautions, and himself
as general superintended the work of fortification, which was
soon completed Presently arrived a letter from Alkibiadés,
communicating to the army that Phrynichus had betrayed them,
and that the Peloponnesians were on the pomt of making an
attack  But ths letter, armving after the precautions taken by
order of Phrynichus himself had been already completed, was
construed mnto a mere trick on the part of Alkibiadés himself,
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through his acquamntance with fhe mntentions of the Pelopon-
nesians, to raise a charge of treasonable correspondence agamst
hig personal enemy  The impression thus made by his second
letter effaced the taint which had beep left upon Phrynichus by
the first, insomuch that the latter stood exculpated on both
charges !

But Phrynichus, though thus successful i extricating him-
self, failed th: ghly in his gamst the nfl
and hife of Alkibiadés, 1n whose favour the oligarchical move-
ment not only went on, but was transferred from Samos to
Athens  On arnving at the latter place, Peisander and his
companions laid before the public assembly the projects which
had been concewved by the oligarchs at Samos The people
were 1nvited to restore Alkibiadés and renounce their democrati-
cal constitution, 1n return for which, they were assured of
obtaining the Persian king as an ally, and of overcoming the
Peloponnesians 2 Violent was the storm which these proposi-
tions raised in the public assembly Many speakers rose n
animated defence of the democracy, few, if any, distinctly
agamstit  The opponents of Alkibiadés ndignantly denounced
the mischief of restoring him, n violation of the laws, an
in reversal of a judicial sentence , while the Eumolpide and
Kerykes, the sacred families connected with the Eleusiman
mysteries which Alkibiadés had profaned, entered their solemn
protest on religious grounds to the same effect  Aganst all

these whose
obtamed the full sympathy of the assembly, Peisander had but
one simple reply He called them forward successively by
name, and put to each the question—‘ What hope have you of
salvation for the city, when the Peloponnesians have a naval
force agamst us fully equal to ours, together with a greater
number of allled cities—and when the king as well as
Tissaphernés are supplying them with money, while we have
no money left? What hope have you of salvation, unless we

1 Thucyd v 50 51

2 In the speech m( e by Theramends (the Athenian) during the oligarchy
of Thrty, seven years afterwards, 1t is affirmed that the Athenian people
véted the adoption of the ohgarchy of Four Hundred, from being wnl that
the Lacedamonsans would never trust a democracy (Xenoph Hellen u 3,

)
s’rhu 1s thoroughly incorrect —a specimen of the loose assertion of
speakers 1 regard to facts even not very long past At the moment when
eramenés said this, the question, what political constitution at Athens the
Lacedsmonians would please to folerate, was all important to the Athe.
K:m Theramenés transfers the feelings of the present to the mcidents of
past.
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can persuade the king to come over to our side?” The answer
was a melancholy negative—or perhaps not less melancholy
silence  “Well then (rejoned Peisander)—that object cantfot
possibly be attained, unlés we conduct our pohtical affairs for
the future 1 a more moderate way, and put the powers of
government more nto the hands of a fen—and unless we recall
Alkibiadés, the only man now living who 1s competent to do the
business  Under present circumstances, we surely shall not

greater stress upon our political constitution than upon
the salvation of the city , the rather as what we now enact may
be hereafter modified, 1f 1t be found not to answer ”

Against the proposed olig: change the of
the assembly was alike angry and unammous  But they were
silenced by the mmperious necessity of the case, as the
armament at Samos had been before, and admitting the
alternative laid down by Peisander (as I have observed already),
the most democratical citizen might be embarrassed as to his
vote  Whether any speaker, like Phrynichus at Samos,
arraigned the fallacy of the alternative, and called upon
Persander for some guarantee, better than mere asseveration, of
the benefits to come—we are not informed But the general
vote of the assembly, reluctant and only passed in the hope of
future change, sanctioned his recommendation? He and ten
other envoys, invested with full powers of negotiating with
Alkibiadés and Tissaphernés, were despatched to Ionia immedi-
ately  Peisander at the same time obtained from the assembly
a vote deposing Phrynichus from his command, under the
accusation of having traitorously caused the loss of Iasus and
the capture of Amorgés, after the battle of Milétus—but from
the real certainty that he would prove an insuperable bar to all
negotiations with Alkibiadés Phrymchus, with his colleague

being thus displ Leon and D: were
sent to Samos as commanders 1n their stead , an appointment,
of which, as will be presently seen, Pelsander was far from
anticipating the consequences

3 Thucyd vin 54 ‘O 8¢ Bipos b iy mpiror xobwy xahewds Epepe T
wepl 7iis Pncvapxias Gagas 3¢ Sidacrdbuevos bxb Tob TeiodvBpou yh elva EAATY
7.»?,,;@, Seloas xal Gpa éAnilwy bs kal peraBareiras,

v

« Athemensibus, ymminente periculo belli, major salutis quam dignitatis

cura fmt  Itaque, permittente populo, impenum ad Senatum transfertur”
justin,

0]nmn 15 correct, 5o far as this vote goes e takes no notice of the
change of matters afterwards, when the esllb]lshm:m of the Four Hundred

was consummated wifowt the promised benefit of Persian alliance, and by

simplé Rwronsm
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Before his departure for Asia, he took a step yet more impor-
tant He was well aware that the recent vote—a result of fear
nepired by the war, representing a sentiment utterly at variance
with that of the assembly, and only procured as the price of
Persian aid against a foreign enemy—would never pass into a
reality by the spontaneous act of the people themselves It
was mndeed mdispensable as a first step , partly as an authonty
to himself, partly also as a confession of the temporary weak-
ness of the democracy, and as a sanction and encouragement
for the ohigarchical forces to show themselves  But the second
step yet remained to be performed , that of calling these forces
nto energetic action—organising an amount of violence
sufficient to extort from the people actual submission
addition to verbal acquiescence—and thus as 1t were tying
down the patient while the process of emasculation was being
consummated  Peisander visited all the various political clubs,
conspiracies, or Heteries, which were habitual and notorious
at Athens, associations, bound together by oath, among the
wealthy citizens, partly for purposeb of amusement, but chiefly
pledging the members to stand by each other n objects of
political ambition, n judicial tnals, n accusation or defence of
official men after the penod of office had expired, in carrying
pomts through the public assembly, &  Among these clubs
were distnbuted most of “the best citizens, the good and
honourable men, the elegant men, the men of note, the temper-
ate, the honest and moderate men,” ! &c, to employ that com-
phimentary phraseology by which wealthy and anti-popular
politicians have chosen to designate each other, in ancient as
well as in modern times And though there were doubtless
individuals among them who deserved these appellations in
their best sense, yet the general character of the clubs was not
the less exclusive and oligarchical In the details of political
Iife, they had different partiahities as well as different antipathies,
and were oftener 1n opposition than in co operation with each
other But they furnshed, when taken together, a formidable
anti-popular force, generally either in abeyance, or dissemin-
ated n the accomplishment of smaller political measures and
separate personal successes—but capable, at a special crisis, of
being evoked, organised, and put in conjomnt attack, for the
subversion of the democracy Such was the i1mportant move-
ment now imtiated by Peisander He visited separately each
of these clubs, put them into communication with each other,

1 01 BéNtioror, of kakokdyabol, of xaplevres, of yvdpiios, of cdppoves, &c
fe part: honnéte et modére, &c
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and exhorted them all to joint aggressive action agawmnst thewr
common enemy the democracy, at a moment when 1t was
already mtimidated and might be finally overthrown * .

.

1 About these gwapootar émd 3lxmis kal dpxais—political and judicial
associations—see above in this History, vol v ch xxxvu, vol v ch
It , see also Hermann Buttner, Geschuchte der politischen Hetwerteen zu

Athen, pp 75, 79, Leipsic, 1340

Therep I;eem to have oo political clubs or Carthage,
exercising much nfluence, and holding perpetual banquets as a means of
Jargess to the poor—Anstotel Polit 1 8,2, Livy, xxxu 46, xxxiv 61
compare Kluge, ad Anstotel de Polit Carthag p 46-127, Wratisl 1824

e ke pohitical associations were both of long duration among the
nobility of ]ggme, and of much mfluence for political objects as well as
Judicial success—+* cottiones (compare Cicero pro Cluentio, ¢ 54,5 143)
‘honorum usa fa fa dal " The maident
described 1 Livy (ix 26) 1s remarkable  The Senate, suspecting the char-
acter and proceedings of these clubs, appomted the Dictator Manius (in
312BC)as wth full power deal with them
But such was the power of the clubs, 1n a case where they had a common
interest and acted 1n co operation (as was equally the fact under Peisander at
Athens), that they completely fruyrated the inquiry, and went on as before
“Nec dwitius, ut fit, quam dum recens erat, quastso per clar a nomna reorum
vrgsrt 1nde Jabi ccepit ad viliora capita, donec cotionabus factiomsbusque,

quas comparata erat, oppressa est” (Livy, 1x 26 ) Compare
Dio Cass xxxvi 57, about the eratpird of the Trumvirs at Rome Quun-
tus Cicero (de Pefition Consulat ¢ 5) says to his brother the orator—
“Quod st satis grati homines essent, hamc omma (s ¢ all the swbstdia
necessary for success m his coming election) tii parata esse debebant, sicut
parata esse confido  Nam hoc biennio quatuor sada/states civium ad ambi-
tionem gratiosissimorum tibi_obligasty Horum m causis ad te
defer}ln?ls quadnam eorum sodales tibe receperint et confirmarint, sci0 , nam
terfu ?

See Th Mommsen, De Collegus et Sodalicus Romanorum, Kel 1843,
ch m sect 5, 6, 7, also the Dissertation of Wunde:, mserted 1 the
Onomasticon Tullianum of Orelli and Bater, 1 the last volume of their
edition ot Cicero, p 200-210, ad Ind Legum, Lex Liima de
Sodalitus

As an example of these clubs or conspiracies for mutual support m
Fovwpoota: éxd dlkais (not ncluding dpxais, $o far as we can make out), we
may cite the association called of Evadeis made known to us by an Inscry
tion recently discovered 1n Attica, and pubhshed first in Dr Wordsworth’s
Athens and Attica, p 223 , next in Ross, Die Demen von Attica, Preface,

v These Ewaleis are an association, the members of which are bound
to each other by a common oath, as well as by a curse which the mythical
hero of the association, Eikadeus, 1s supposed to have imprecated (évavrior
7 &p§ v Elxadeds émmpdoaro)—they possess common property, and 1t was
held contrary to the oath for any of the members to enter into & pecumiary
E::’cm agamnst the xowdy compare analogous obligationsamong the Roman

les, Mommsen, p 4 Some members had violated their obligation
upon this point  Polyxenus had attacked them at law for false witness and
the general body of the Etkadeis pass a vote of thanks to him for so doing,
choosing three of their members to assist him in the cause before the Dikas-
tery ( f2wes owayaviodvra: 7@ émeaknuuévg Tols udprust) compare the
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Having taken other necessary. measures towards the same
purpose, Peisander left Athens with his colleagues to enter
upon his negotiation with Tissaphernés  But the co operation
and aggressive movement of the clubs,which he had originated,
was prosecuted with ncreased ardour during his absence, and
even fell into hands more organising and effective than his own
The rhetorical teacher, Antiphon, of the deme Rhamnus, took
1t 1n hand especially, acquired the confidence of the clubs, and
drew the plan of campaign against the democracy He was aman
estimable n private hife and not open to pecuniary corruption
1n other respects, of pre emnent ability, in contrivance, judge-
ment, speech, andaction  The profession to which he belonged,
generally unpopular among the democracy, excluded him from
taking rank as a speaker, either in the public assembly or the
Dikastery for a rhetorical teacher, contending n either of
them agamnst a private speaker (to repeat a remark already
once made), was considered to stand at the same unfair advan-
tage, as a fencing-master highting a duel with a gentleman would
be held to stand n modern times Himself thus debarred
from the showy celebrity of Atheman poltical life, Antiphon
became only the more consummate, as a master of advice, cal-
culation, scheming, and rhetorical composition,! to assist the
éraiplas alluded to 1w Demosthenés (cont Theoknn ¢ II,p 1335) as
assisting Theokrinds before the Dikastery and itmidating the witnesses

The Guilds 1 the European cities during the middle ages, usually sworn
to by every member and called Conjurationes Amcati@, bear i many 1espects
a 1esemblance to these fuvapootar , though the Judicial proceedings i the
medieval cities, being so much less popular than at Athens, narrowed their
range of nterference in this direction  therr political importance however
was quite equal  (See Wilda, Das Gilden Wesen des Mittelalters, Abschn
u p 167, &)

“Omnes autem ad Amicitiam pertinentes villee per fidem et sacramentum
firmaverunt, quod unus subveniat alten tanquam fratr suo m utili et
honesto ” (1b p 148)

1 The person described by Krito 1n the Euthydémus of Plato (¢ 31, p
305 C ) as having censured Sokratés for conversing with Euthydémus and
Dionysodorus, 15 presented exactly like Antiphon 1n Thucydidés—Hkiora v
by Ala fhrwp oubt olas wdmore abrdy éml duaarhpioy dvaBeBnrévar AN
dratew avréy pact wepl Tob mpdyuaros, ¥ v Ala, xad Sewd elvas xal Sewobs
Adyovs Euvmibiévas

Heidorf thinks that Isokratés 1s here meant Groen van Prinsterer talks
of Lysias, of T would fit
Antiphon as well as exther of these three _though Stallbaum may perhaps
be right 1 supposing no particular ndividual to have been 1 the mind of
Plato

01 quvBukely miarduevor, whom Xenophon specifies as being so emmently
useful to.a person engaged 1 a law suit, are ‘probably the persons who knew
how to address the Dikastery effectively 1n support of hus case (Xenoph
Memorab 1. 2, §1)
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.
celebnity of others, nsomuch that his silent assistance
political and judicial debates, as a sort of chamber-counsel, was
highly appreciated and largely paid  Now such were precisely
the talents required for the present occasion, while Antiphon,
who hated the democracy for having hitherto kept hin mn the
shade, gladly bent his full talents towards 1ts subversion

Thus efficient was the man to whom Peisander 1n departing
chiefly confided the task of organising the anti-popular clubs,
for the of the 1 already in d:
prospect His chiefauxiliary was Theramenés, another Athenian,
now first named, of emment ability and cunming  His father
(either natural or by adoption), Agnon, was one of the
Prob(li, and had formerly been founder of Amphipolis Even
Phrymchus—whose sagacity we have already had occasion to
appreciate, and who from hatred towards Alkibiadés had pro-
nounced himself decidedly aganst the oligarchical movement
at Samos—became zealous i forwarding the movement at
Athens, after his dismissal from the command He brought to
the side of Antiphon and Th head not
nferior to thewrs, coupled with danng and audacity even
superior  Under such skilful leaders, the anti-popular force of
Athens was orgamsed with a deep skill, and directed with a

never before n Greece

At the time when Peisander and the olher envoys reached
Toma (seemingly about the end of January or beginning of
February 411 B C ), the Peloponnesian fleet had already quitted
Milétus and gone to Kmdus and Rhodes, on which latter
1sland Leon and Diomedon made some hasty descents, from the
neighbouring 1sland of Chalké At the same time, the Athenman
armament at Chios was makmg progress in the siege of that place
and the of tl fort at
Pedaritus, the Lacedaemoman governor of the island, had sent
pressing messages to sohicit aid from the Peloponnesians at
Rhodes, but no aid arnved, and he therefore resolved to
attempt a general sally and attack upon the Athemans, with
his whole force foreign as well as Chian  Though at first he
obtained some success, the battle ended n his complete defeat
and death, with great slaughter of the Chian troops, and with
the loss of many whose shields were captured in the pursuit !
The Chians, now reduced to greater straits than before, and
beginning to suffer severely from famine, were only enabled to
hold out by a partial remnforcement soon afterwards obtaned

1 Thucyd vm §5, 56
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from the Peloponnesian guard-ships at Milétus A Spartan
named Leon, who had come out 1n the vessel of Antisthenés
as*one of the Epibatee or Mannes, conducted this remforcing
squadron of 12 triremes (chiefly Thisian and Syracusan), suc-
ceeding Pedaritus 1n the general command of the sland !

It was while Chios seemed thus likely to be recovered by
Athens—and while the superior Peloponnesian fleet was
paralysed at Rhodes by Persian intrigues and bribes—that
Peisander arnived 1n Ionia to open his negotiations with Alki-
biadés and Tissaphernés He was enabled to announce that
the subversion of the democracy at Athens was already begun
and would soon be consummated and he now required the
price which bad been promised n exchange—Persian alhance
and aid to Athens against the Peloponnesians  But Alkibiadés
knew well that he had promised what he had not the least
chance of being able to perform  The satrap had appeared to
follow his advice—or had rather followed his own nchnation,
employmng Alkibiadés as an instrument and auxihary—n the
endeavour to wear out both partied] and to keep them nearly on
an equality until each should ruin the other ~ But he was no
way disposed to 1dentify himself with the cause of Athens, nor
to break decidedly with the Pel at a
moment when their fleet was both the greater of the two, and in
occupation of an 1sland close to his own satrapy ~ Accordingly
Alkibiadés, when summoned by the Atheman envoys to perform
his engagement, found himself i a dilemma from which he
could only escape by one of his charactenstic manceuvres

3 Thucyd vin 61 &ruxov Bt ¥ri v ‘Pédy Syros *Acrubxov i 7is Mirhe
7ou Adovrd e, tydpa Imapridrny, bs’AvTio8év e exifdrns Fuvérhes,
roimoy kekouiauévor perd Tdv Tedaplrov 8dvaroy Epxovra, &

not see why the word ¢midrs should not be construed here, as
elsewhere, 1n 1ts ordinary sense of mules classiarius  The commentators
(see the notes of Dr Arnold, Poppo, and Goller) start difficulties which
seem to me of hitle mportance , and theyimagine divers new meanings, for
none of which any authonty 1s produced  We ought not to wonder that a
common musles classiarius or marme (bemg a Spartan citizen) should be
appomnted commander at Chios, when (a few chapters afterwards) we find

‘hrasybulus at Samos promoted, from beinga common hoplite in the ranks,
to be one of the Athenian generals (vin 73,

The like remark may be made on the passage cited from Xenophon
(Hellenic 1 3, 17), about Hcgenndndu-lnﬂzm &v Mwddpov, where
also the commentators reject the common meaning (see Schneider’s note in
the Addenda to hisedition of 1791, p 97)  The participle &»1n that passage
must be considered as an 1naccurate substitute for yeyernuévos, since Mn-

was dead at the time  Hegesandndas /ad been among the epibatse
%Mmdﬂms, and was now 1n command of a squadron on the coast of
race
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Recewving the envoys himself 1n conjunction with Tissa-
phernés, and speaking on behalf of the latter, he pushed his
demands to an extent which he knew that the Athemans wodld
never concede , 1n order®that the rupture might seem to be on
their side, and not on his  Furst, he required the whole of
Ionia to be conceded to the Great King, next, all the neigh-
bouring 1slands, with some other items besides! Large as
these requisitions were, comprehending the cession of Lesbos
and Samos as well as Chios, and replacing the Persian monarchy
mn the condition 1 whlch 1t had stood m 496 BC before the

onig 1 1sander and his granted them all
so that Alkibiadés was on the pomt of seemng his deception
exposed and frustrated At last he bethought himself of a fresh
demand, which touched Athenian pride as well as Atheman
safety, m the tenderest place He required that the Persian
king should be held free to build ships of war i unlimited
number, and to keep them sailing along the coast as he might
think fit, through all these new portions of territory —After
the 1mmense concessions already made, the envoys not only
rejected this fresh demand at once, but resented 1t as an
msult which exposed the real dnft and purpose of Alkibiadés
Not merely did 1t cancel the boasted treaty (called the peace
of Kallias) concluded about forty years before between Athens
and Persia, and lmiting the Persian ships of war to the sea east-
ward of Phaséhs—but 1t extingwished the mantime empire of
Athens, and compromised the security of all the coasts and
1slands of the Agean To see Lesbos, Chios, and Samos, &c
in possession of Persia, was sufficiently pawmful, but 1f there
came to be powerful Persian fleets on these 1slands, 1t would be
the certain precursor and means of further conquests to the
westward, and would revive the aggressive dispositions of the
Great King as they had stood at the beginning of the reign of
Xerxes Peisander and his comrades, abruptly breaking off
the debate, returned to Samos ,—mdignant at the discovery,
which they now made for the first time, that Alkibiadés had
Jjuggled them from the outset, and was imposing conditions
which he knew to be madmissible 2 They still appear however

1 Thucyd v 56 luvlnv e yap xaoay HElovy 3lBosba, xal aiis vhoous
7e dmikeiévas kal hANa, ols ouk dvavriovudvey Téy Abnvaler, &c
at these ef cetera comprehended, we cannot divine  The demand was
cetanly ample enough without them
2 Thucyd vin 56 vais ntfov dav Bmxl- woweiobat, Kal xapawAey Thy
§avrod i, §mn by xal Soais v BobAnTe
In my Judgement &a rrof 15 decidedly The. proper readin; &here, not davraw
T agree 224his respect vath Dr Arnold, Bekker, and Gol
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to have thought that Alkibiadés acted thus, not because he
coyld not, but because he wou/d not, bring about the alliance
under discussion? They suspected im of playing false with
the oligarchical movement which hé had himself instigated,
and ef projecting the accomphishment of his own restoration,
coupled with the allance of Tissaphernés, mto the bosom of
the democracy which he had begun by denouncing ~ Such was
the light 1n which they presented his conduct, venting their
disappointment 1n mvectives agamnst his duphaty, and n
asseverations that he was, after all, unsuitable for a place n
ohgarchical society Such declarations, when circulated at
Samos, to account for their unexpected failure 1 realising the
hopes which they had raised, created among the armament
an mmpression that Alkibiadés was really favourable to the
democracy , at the same time leaving unabated the prestige
of his unbounded d over T hernés and the
Great King  We shall presently see the effects resulting
from this behef .

Immediately after the rupture of the negotiations, however,
the satrap took a step well-calculated to destroy the hopes of
the Athemans altogether, so far as Persian aid was concerned
Though persisting 1n his policy of lending no decisive assistance
to erther party, and of merely prolonging the war so as to
enfeeble both—he yet began to fear that he was pushing
matters too far agamst the Peloponnesians, who had now been
two months nactive at Rhodes, with their large fleet hauled
ashore He had no treaty with them actually 1n force, since
Lichas had disallowed the two previous conventions, nor had
he furnished them with pay or mamntenance His bribes to the
officers had hitherto kept the armament quiet, yet we do not
distinctly see how so large a body of men found subsistence 2

In a former volume of this History, I have shown reasons for beleving
(mn opposition to Mitford, Dahlmann, and others) that the treaty called by
the name of Kallis, and sometimes miscalled by the name of Kimon—
was a real fact and not a boastfal fiction see vol v cl

The note of Dr Amold, though generally just, gives an wmadequate
representation of the strong reasons of Athens for rejecung and resenting
thus third demand

1 Thucyd vin 63  Kal d&v oglow abrols &ua of & 7 3due 78v *Adyvaley
KowoAoyolpevor lmrlﬂrwo "AAxiBiddny péy, Exeidhwep ov BobAerar,
&Gy (xal 7ap obx dmirhBeior avrdy lvar ds SAryapxlay dNeiy), &c

2 Thucyd vin 44-57 Intwo dlel cases, one in Chios, the other n
Korkyra, the seamen of an unpaid armament found subsistence by hinng
themselves out for agncultural labour But this was only dunng the
summer (see Xenoph Hellen 1 1, I, 1 2, 37), while the stay of the
Peloponnesians at Rhodes was from January to Mar
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He was now however appnseﬁ that they could find subsistence
no longer, and that they would probably desert, or commt
depredations on the coast of his satrapy, or perhaps be driven
to hasten on a genera] action with the Athemans, under
desperate circumstances  Under such apprehensions he felt
compelled to put himself agamn m communication with them,
to furnish them with pay, and to conclude with them a third
convention—the proposition of which he had refused to enter-
tan at Kmdus He therefore went to Kaunus, mnvited the
Peloponnesian leaders to Milétus, and concluded with them
near that town a treaty to the following effect —

“In this 13th year of the reign of Darus, and in the ephor-
shnp o[ Alexlppldas at Lacedemon, a convention 1s hereby

by the Laced and therr allies, with
Tissaphernés and Hieramenés and the sons of Pharnakés,
respecting the affairs of the king and of the Lacedemomans
and their alles  The terntory of the king, as much of 1t as 1s
1n Asia, shall belong to the king Let the king determme as
he chooses respecting his own ternitory  The Lacedmonians
and their allies shall not approach the king’s territory with any
mischievous purpose—nor shall the king approach that of the
Lacedzmonians and their allies with any like purpose  If any
one among the Lacedemonians or their allies shall approach
the king’s terrtory with mischievous purpose, the Lace-
deemomnians and their allies shall hinder him  1f any one from
the king’s terntory shall approach the Lacedzmomans or their
allies with mischievous purpose, the king shall hinder him
Tissaphernés shall provide pay and maintenance, for the fleet
now present, at the rate already stipulated, until the king’s fleet
shall arnve , after that 1t shall be at the option of the Lace-
demonians to mamtain their own fieet 1f they think fit—or if
they prefer, Tissaphernés shall furnish maintenance, and at the
close of the war the Lacedemonians shall repay to him what
they have received  After the king’s fleet shall have arrived,
the two fleets shall carry on war conjomtly, n such manner as
shall seem good to T and the L
therr allies  If they choose to close the war with the Athemans,
they shall close 1t only by joint consent ” !

In comparing this third convention with the two preceding,
we find that nothing 1s now stipulated as to any terntory except
the contient of Asia, which 1s ensured unreservedly to the
king, of course with all the Greek residents planted upon 1t
But by a diplomatic finesse, the terms of the treaty imply that

t Thucyd v 58
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this 15 not a// the terntory which the king 1s entitled to claim—
though nothing 1s covenanted as to any remamnder! Next,
this third treaty includes Pharnabazus (the son of Phamakés)
with his satrapy of Daskylum , and Hieramenés, with his
district, the extent and position of which we do not know,
while in the former treaties no other satrap except Tissaphernés
had been concerned We must recollect that the Pelopon-
nesian fleet included those 27 triremes, which had been
brought across by Kalligeitus expressly for the aid of Pharna-
bazus, and therefore that the latter now naturally became a
party to the general operations Thirdly, we here find, for the
first time, formal announcement of a Persian fleet about to be
brought up as auxihary to the Peloponnesians This was a
promise which the satrap now set forth more plamly than
before, to amuse them, and to abate the mistrust which they
had begun to concerve of his sincerity It served the temporary
purpose of restraining them from any immediate act of despair
hostile to his nterests, which was all that he looked for While
he renewed his payments, therdfore, for the moment, he
affected to busy himself in orders and preparations for the fleet
from Phemcia 2

The Peloponnesian fleet was now ordered to move from
Rhodes  Before 1t quitted that 1sland, however, envoys came
thither from Eretria and from Or6pus, which latter place (a
dependency on the north-eastern frontier of Attica), though
protected by an Athenian garrison, had recently been surpnsed
and captured by the Beeotians The loss of Ordpus much
increased the facihities for the revolt of Eubcea, and these
envoys came to entreat aid from the Peloponnesian fleet, to
second the sland in that design  The Peloponnesian com-
manders, however, felt themselves under prior obligation to
reheve the sufferers at Chios, towards which 1sland they first
bent their course  But they had scarcely passed the Triopian
cape, when they saw the Atheman squadron from Chalké
dogging their motions Though there was no wish on either
side for a general battle, yet they saw ewidently that the
Athentans would not permit them to pass by Samos, and get
to the relief of Chios, without a battle Renouncing therefore
the project of relieving Chios, they again concentrated their
force at Milétus, while the Athenian fleet was also agan

1 Thucyd vin 58 xdpav Thy BaoiAéus, §on 7is "Aclas dorf, Ba
onéos elvas kal wepl Tiis xdpas Tiis davroi Bouhevérw Bagieds Yrws
BobAerar

# Thucyd vt 59
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united at Samos! It was about the end of March 411 BcC,
that the two fleets were thus replaced n the stations which they
had occupied four months previously .
After the breach withy Alkibiadés, and sull more after this
manifest l of Tissaph with the Pel
Peisander and the oligarchical conspirators at Samos had to
reconsider their plan of action They would not have begun
the movement at first, had they not been mstigated by
Alkibiadés, and furmshed by him with the treacherous delusion
of Persian alliance to cheat and paralyse the people They
had indeed motives enough, from their own personal ambition,
to ongmnate 1t of themselves, apart from Alkibiadés, but with-
out the hopes—equally useful for thewr purpose whether false
or true—connected with his name, they would have had no
chance of achieving the first step  Now, however, that first
step had been achieved, before the delusive expectation of
Persian gold was dissipated  The Athenian people had been
famihansed with the 1dea of a subversion of their constitution,
1n consideration of a certas price 1t remained to extort from
them at the pont of the sword, without payng the price, what
they had thus consented to sell 2 Moreover the leaders of the
scheme felt themselves already compromised, so that they
could not recede with safety They had set 1n motion their
partisans at Athens, where the system of murderous mtimi-
dation (though the news had not as yet reached Samos) was
already 1n full swing so that they felt constramned to persevere
as the only chance of preservation to themselves At the same
time, all that fant pretence of public benefit, in the shape of
Persian alliance, which had been originally attached to 1t and
which might have been conceved to enlist in the scheme some
tim1d patriots—was now entirely withdrawn Nothing remaimed
except a naked, selfish, and unscrupulous scheme of ambition,
not only ruining the freedom of Athens at home, but crippling
and impenlling her before the foreign enemy at a moment when
her entire strength was scarcely adequate to the contest The
conspurators resolved to persevere, at all hazards, both n
breaking down the constitution and 1 carrying on the foreign
war  Most of them beng rich men, they were content

1 Thucyd v 60

2 See Anstotel Poltic v 3,8 He aites this revolution as an mnstance
of one begun by deceit, and afterwards consummated by force—olo exl
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(Thucydidés observes) to defray the cost out of their own
purses, now that they were contendmg, not for their country,
bt for thewr own power and proft
They lost no time o
after returning to Samos from the abortive conference with
Alkibiadés  While they despatched Peisander with five of the
envoys back to Athens, to consummate what was already mn
progress th d the g five g the
dependent allies—they orgamised all their pa.msa.n force in the
armament, and began to take measures for putting down the
democracy m Samos itself That democracy had been the
product of a forcible revolution, effected about ten months
before by the aid of three Athenian trremes It had since
preserved Samos from revolting, hke Chios 1t was now the
means of preserving the democracy at Athens itself The
partisans of Peisander, finding 1t an invincible obstacle to their
views, contrived to gain over a party of the leading Samans
now in authonty under it Three hundred of these latter, a
portion of those who ten months* before had nsen i arms to
put down the pre-existing oligarchy, now enlisted as conspir-
ators along with the Atheman olgarchs, to put down the
Samian democracy, and get possession of the government for
themselves The new alliance was attested and cemented,
according to genuine oligarchical practice, by a murder without
Judicial tnial, or an assassmnation—for which a suitable vichm
was at hand The Atheman Hyperbolus, who had been
ostracised some years before by the coahtion of Nikias and
Alkibiadés, together with their respective partisans—ostracised
(as Thucydidés tells us) not from any fear of his power and
over-transcendent influence, but from his bad character and from
s being a disgrace to the city—and thus ostracised by an
abuse of the msmutmn—was now resident at Samos He
the of the
democracy, the check upon ofﬁclal delmquency, so that he
served as a common object of antipathy to Atheman and
Samian oligarchs  Some of the Athenian partisans, headed by
Charminus, one of the generals, mn concert with thé¢ Samian
conspirators, seized Hyperbolus and put him to death,
seemingly with some other victims at the same time?
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But though these joint assassinations served as a pledge to
each section of the conspirators for the fidehty of the ather in
respect to further operations, they at the same time gave warn-
ng to opponents  Thosedeading men at Samos who remamed
attached to the democracy, looking abroad for defence aganst
the coming attack, made earnest appeal to Leon and Diome-
don, the two generals most recently arrived from Athens in
substitution for Phrynichus and Skironidés—men  sincerely
devoted to the democracy, and adverse to all oligarchical
change—as well as to the trierarch Thrasyllus, to Thrasybulus
(son of Lykus) then serving as a hophite, and to many others
of the pronounced democrats and patriots m the Atheman
armament They made appeal, not simply n behalf of their
own personal safety and of therr own democracy, now threat-
ened by conspirators of whom a portion were Athenians—but
also on grounds of public interest to Athens, since, if Samos
became oligarchised, 1ts sympathy with the Athenian democracy
and 1its fidelity to the alhance would be at an end At this
moment the most recent events which had occurred at Athens
(presently to be told) were not known, and the democracy was
considered as still subsisting there !

To stand by the assatled democracy of Samos, and to pre-
serve the island itself, now the mamnstay of the shattered
Athenian empire, were motives more than sufficient to awaken
the Athenan leaders thus solicited Commencing a personal
canvass among the soldiers and seamen, and nvoking their
interference to avert the overthrow of the Samian democracy,
they found the general sentiment decidedly n their favour, but
most of all, among the Paral, o1 crew of the consecrated public
trireme called the Paralus  These men were the picked sea-
men of the state , each of them not merely a freeman, but a
full Athenian citizen , recewving higher pay than the ordinary

wovnplay kal aloxtvy Tis moAews, &woxtelvovor perd Xapufuou Te, dvds 7@y
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I presume that the words &Ma owdre fuvérpatay, must mean that
other persons were assassmated along with Hyperbolu

The wcorrect manner i which Mr Mtford recounts these proceedings
at Samos has been properly commented on by Dr Thirlwall (Hist Gr
ch xxvm vol w p 30) Itis the more surpnsing, since the phrase uerd
Xapglvov, which Mr Mitford has misunderstood, 15 explaied n a special
note of Duker
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seamen, and known as devoted to the democratical constitution,

with an active repugnance to ohgarchy itself as well as to every-

thing which scented of 1t 1 The vigilance of Leon and Diomedon
e

on the defe side de th of their
1 Ch along with the P and provided,
for the Samian d faithful it ly ready

for action  Presently the conspirators made a violent attack
to overthrow the government, but though they chose their own
moment and opportunty, they still found themselves thoroughly
worsted 1n the struggle, especially through the energetic aid of
the Parali  Thurty of their number were slain 1n the contest,
and three of the most guilty afterwards condemned to bamsh-
ment The victorious party took no further revenge, even upon
the remainder of the three hundred conspirators—granted a
general amnesty—and did their best to re-establish constitutional
and harmonious working of the democracy 2

Chareas, an Atheman trierarch, who had been forward mn
the contest, was sent in the Paralus itself to Athens, to make
communication of what had ocsurred  But this democratical
crew, on reaching their native city, instead of being recewved
with that welcome which they doubtless expected, found a
state of things not less odious than surprising The democracy
of Athens had been subverted 1nstead of the Senate of Five
Hundred, and the assembled people, an olhgarchy of Four
Hundred self-nstalled persons were enthroned with sovereign
authority in the Senate House The first order of the Four
Hundred, on hearing that the Paralus had entered Peirzus,
was to 1mprison two or three of the crew, and to remove all the
rest from therr own pnvileged trireme aboard a common
trireme, with orders to depart*forthwith and to cruise near
Eubeea The commander Chzreas found means to escape,
and returned back to Samos to tell the unwelcome news ®

The steps, whereby this oligarchy of Four Hundred had been
gradually raised up to their new power, must be taken up from
the time when Peisander quitted Athens,—after having ob-
tamed the vote of the public assembly authorising him to treat
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Peitholaus called the Paralus péraror 7ob duov—*the club, stafl, or
mace of the people ” (Anstotel. Rhetonc m_ 3 )
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with Alkibiadés and Tissaphernés,—and after having set on
foot a joint organisation and conspiracy of all the anti-popular
clubs, which fell under the P of Antiph
and Theramenés, afterwands aided by Phrymichus All the
members of that board of Elders called Probili, who had been
named after the defeat in Sicily—with Agnon, father of Thera-
menés, at therr head!—together with many other leading
citizens, some of whom had been counted among the firmest
friends of the democracy, jomed the conspiracy, while the
oligarchical and the neutral rich came nto it with ardour, so
that a body of partisans was formed both numerous and well
provided with money  Antiphon did not attempt to bring
them together, or to make any public demonstration, armed or
unarmed, for the purpose of overawing the actual authorities
He permitted the senate and the public assembly to go on
meeting and debating as usual,, but his partisans, neither the
names nor the numbers of whom were publicly known, received
from him 1nstructions both when to speak and what language
to hold The great topic upon which they descanted, was the
of d 1 1n the present distressed
state of the finances, when tribute from the allies could no
longer be reckoned upon—the heavy tax imposed upon the
state by paymng the Senators, the Dikasts, the Ekklesiasts or
citizens who attended the pubhic assembly, & The state
could now afford to pay none but those soldiers who fought
m 1ts defence, nor ought any one else to touch the pubhic
money It was essential (they insisted) to exclude from the
political franchise all except a select body of Five Thousand,
composed of those who were best able to do service to the city
by person and by purse
e extensive disfranchisement involved 1n this last proposi-
tion was quite sufficiently shoching to the ears of an Athenian
assembly But in reality the proposition was itself a juggle,
never ntended to become reality, and representing something
far short of what Antiphon and his partisans intended  Their
design was to appropriate the powers of government to them-
selves simply, without control or partnership, leaving this
body of Five Thousand not merely unconvened, but non-
existent, as a mere empty name to impose upon the citizens
generally  Of such real ntention, however, not a word was as

1 Thucyd vin 1 About the countenance which aZ these Probili lent
to the conspiracy, see Anstotle, Rhetoric, m 18,

Respecting the activity of Agnon, as one of the Problli, i the same
cause, see Igsias, Orat xu cont. Eratosthen ¢ 11, p 426 Reisk sect 66
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yet spoken The projected body of Five Thousand was the
theme preached upon by all the party orators, yet without
submitting any substantive motion for the change, which could
not be yet done without illegality  «

Even thus indirectly advocated, the project of cutting down
the franchise to Five Thousand, and of suppressing all the
pad cwil was a change violent to call
forth at For such Antiphon was
fully prepared ~ Of the men who thus stood forward m oppos-
tion, exther all, or at least all the most prommnent, were succes-
siwvely taken off by pnivate assassmation ~ The first of them
who thus perished was Androklés, d shed asad,
or popular speaker, and marked out to vengeance not only by
that circumstance, but by the further fact that he had been
among the most vehement accusers of Alkibiadés before his
exile For at this time, the breach of Peisander with Tissa-
phernés and Alkibiadés had not yet become known at Athens,
so that the latter was still supposed to be on the point of returning
home as a member of the plated ohgarchical g
After Androklés, many other speakers of similar sentiments
perished 1n the same way, by unknown hands A band of
Grecian youths, strangers got together from different cities,
was organised for the busmess the vicims were ali chosen on
the same special ground, and the deed was so sk fully perpe-
trated that neither director nor mstrument ever became known
After these assassinations—sure, special, secret, and systematic,
emanating from an unknown Directory like a Veaxmic tribunal
—had continued for some time, the terror wheh they nspired
became 1ntense and-amversal No justie could be had, no
1nquiry could be 1nstituted,-even for the death of the nearest
and dearest relative At last, no men dared to demand or
even to mention inquiry, looking upor himself as fortunate that
he had escaped the same fate i his OWn person  So fimshed
an organisation, and such well-aired blows, raised a general
belief that the conspirators were Duch more numerous than
they were 1 reality And as 1t turned out that there were
persons among them who had before been accounted hearty

1 Thucyd vin 69 OF elkoos xal ¥aT0 per’ avrdy (that 1, along with
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Dr Amold explains the words “#AAVes veaviakor to mean some of the
members of the anstocratical clubS_ 0F Bnions, formerly spoken of But
T cannot think that Thacydidés yould use such an expression to designate
Athénizn citizens  nexther 1s 1t Probable that A heman citizens would be

employed 1n repeated acts of sych a character
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democrats,! so at last dismay and mustrust became universally
prevalent No one dared even to express indignation at the
murders gong on, much less to talk about redress or revenge,
for fear that he might be communicating with one of the
unknown conspirators In the mudst of this terronsm, all
ition ceased 1n the senate and public assembly, so that
the speakers of the conspiring oligarchy appeared to carry an
unanimous assent 2
Such was the condition to which things had been brought
Athens, by Antiphon and the oligarchical conspirators acting
under his direction, at the time when Peisander and the five
envoys arnved thither returning from Samos It 1s probable
that they had previously transmitted home from Samos news of
the rupture with Alkibiadés, and of the necessity of prosecuting
the conspiracy without further view either to him or to the
Persian allance Such news would probably be acceptable
both to Antiphon and Phrynichus, both of them personal
enemies of Alkibiadés, especially Phrynichus, who had pro-
nounced him to be incapable of fratermsing with an olgar-
chical revolution At any rate, the plans of Antiphon had
been independent of all view to Persian aid, and had been
directed to carry the revolution by means of naked, exorbitant,

* Even Peisander himself had professed the strongest attachment to the
democracy, coupled with exaggerated violence aganst parties suspected of
oligarchical plots—four years before, n_the investgations which followed
on the mutilation of the Hermae at Athens (Andokidés de Myster ¢ 9,
10, sect 36-43)

It 15 a fact that Peisander was one of the prominent movers on both
these two occastons, four years apart  And 1f we could believe Isokratés
(de Bigss, sect 4-7, p 347), the second of the two occasions was merely
the continuance and consummation of a plot, which had been projected
an n on the first, and 1n which the conspirators had endeavoured to
enhst Alkibiadés The latter refused (so his son, the speaker m the
above mentioned oration, contends) 1 consequence of his attachment to
the democracy , upon which the ohgarchical conspirators, incensed at his
refusal, got up the charge of ireligion agamst him and procured his
banishment

Though Drogvsen and Wattenbach (De Quadnngentorum Athems
Factione, p 7, § Berlin 1842) place confidence to a considerable extent,
1n this manner of putting the facts—I consider 1t to be nothing better than
complete perversion , 1th Thucydidés, together
facts unconnected m themselves as well as separated by a long interval of
time, and introducing unreal causes—for the % e of making out (what

1adés bl foend of the democracy,

not true) that
and even a sufferer n its behalf
® Thucyd vin
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and well directed fear, without any mtermixture of hope or any
prospect of public benefit Peisander found the reign of terror
fully matured  He had not come direct from Samos to Athens,
but had halted 1n his voyage at vasous allied dependencies—
while the other five envoys, as well as a partisan named Diotre-
phés, had been sent to Thasos and elsewhere ! all for the same
purpose, of putting down democracies 1n those allied cities
where they existed, and establishing oligarchies 1n their room
Peisander made this change at Ténos, Andros, Karystus,
Augina, and elsewhere, collecting from these several places
a regiment of 300 hoplites, which he brought with him to
Athens as a sort of body-guard to his new ohgarchy? He
could not know, until he reached Peirzus, the full success of
the terrorism organised by Antiphon and the rest, so that he
probably came prepared to surmount a greater resistance than
he actually found  As the facts stood, so completely had the
public opinion and spirit been subdued, that he was enabled
to put the fimshing stroke at once  His ammval was the signal
for consummating the revoluston, first, by an extorted
suspension of the tutelary constitutional sanction—next, by the
more direct employment of armed force

First, he convoked a public assembly, 1 which he proposed
a decree, naming ten commussioners with full powers, to pre-
pare propositions for such political reform as they should think
advisable—and to be ready by a given day ® According to the

1 Thucyd v
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We may gather from ¢ 69 that the places which T have named i the
text were among those visited by Peisander all of them lay very much in
his way from Samos to Athens
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In spite of certain passages found 1 Suidas and Harpokration (see K. F
Hermann, Lehrbuch der Gnechischen Staats Alterthumer, sect 167,
note 12 compare also Wattenbach, De Quadringentor Factione, p 38),
I cannot think that there was any connexion between these ten dvyypageis,
and the Board of wpdBovAo: mentioned as having been before named
(Thucyd v 1) Nor has the e n Lyswas, to which Hermann
makes allusion, anything to do with these fvyypageis The mention of
Thurty persons, by Androtion and Philochorus, seems to imply that either
they,” or Harpokration, confounded the proceedings ushenng mn this
oligarchy of Four Hundred, with those before the subsequet, ohigarchy of
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usual practice, this decree must previously have been approved
1n the Senate of Five Hundred, before 1t was submutted to the
ople Such was doubtless the case in the present mstance,
so that the decree passed without any opposition  On the day
fixed, a fresh assembly met, which Peisander and his partisans
caused to be held, not i the usual place (called the Pnyx)
within the city walls, but at a place called Kolénus, ten stadia
(rather more than a mile) without the walls,! north of the aity
Kol6nus was a temple of Poseidon, within the precinct of
which the assembly was enclosed for the occasion Such
an assembly was not likely to be numerous, wherever held,?
since there could be httle motive to attend when freedom
of debate was d, but the p
now transferred 1t without the walls, selectng a narrow area
for the meeting—in order that they might lessen still further
the chance of numerous attendance—of an assembly which
they fully designed should be the last in the history of Athens
They were thus also more out of the reach of an armed
movement 1n the aty, as well as enabled to post their
own armed partisans around, under colour of protecting the
meeting against d b by the Laced: from
Dekelera.

The prop of the newly-appornted D (probably
Peisander, Antiphon, and other partisans themselves) was
exceedingly short and simple They merely moved the
abolition of the celebrated Graphé Paranomén, that 1s, they
proposed that every Athenian citizen should have full liberty

Thirty The oévedpos or quyypageis mentioned by Isokratés (Areopagit Or
v stzcl 67) mught refer exther to the case of the Four Hundred or to that
of the Thirty

I Thucyd vin 67 “Emerra, énedh # nuépa dgiixe, EvvéxAnaay Thy
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The very remarkable word guvéxAnaay, here used respecting the assembly,
appears to me to refer (not, as Dr Arnold supposes m his note, to any
existing practice observed even in the usual assemblies which met i the
Pnyx, %mt rather) to a departure from the usual practice, and the employ-
ment of a stratagem 1n reference to this particular meeting

Kolénus was one of the Attic Demes 1ndeed there seems reason to
imagine that two distinct Demes bore this same name (see Boeckh, i the
Commentary appended to his translation of the Antigond of Sophoklés,
PP 190, 191 , and Ross, Die Demen von Attika, B 1o 1) It is 1 the

ove of the Eumenidés, hard by this temple of Poseidon, that Sophoklés

as laid the scene of hus immortal drama, the GEdipus Koloneus

% Compare the statement n Lysias (Orat xu cont Eratosth s 76,
P 127) respecting the small numbers who attended and voted at the
assembly by which the subsequent oligarchy of Thirty was named
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of making any ant: constitutional proposition that he chose—
and that every other citizen should be interdicted, under heavy
penalties, from prosecuting him by Graphé Paranomén (indict-
ment on the score of informality, illegahty, or unconstitu-
tionality), or from domng him any other muschief This pro-
position was adopted without a single dissentient It was
thought more formal by the directing chuefs to sever this pro-
position pomntedly from the rest, and to put 1t, singly and apart,
1nto the mouth of the special commissioners , since 1t was the
legalising condition of every other positive change which they
were about to move afterwards ~ Full hberty being thus granted
to make any motion, however ant1 constitutional, and to dis-
pense with all the such as
authonisation by the senate—Peisander now came forward mth
his substantive propositions to the following effect —

1 All the existing de cal were
at once, and made to cease for the future 2 No cwil func-
tions whatever were herealfter to be salaned 3 To constitute
a new government, a committeg of five persons were named
forthwith, who were to choose a larger body of one hundred
(that 15, one hundred 1ncluding the five choosers themselves)
Each individual, out of this body of one hundred, was to choose
three persons 4 A body of Four Hundred was thus con-
stituted, who were to take their seat in the Senate house, and
to carry on the g with unl; d powers,
to their own discretion 5 They were to convene the Five
Thousand, whenever they might think fit1 All was passed
without a dissentient voice

The mnvention and employment of this imaginary aggregate
of Five Thousand was not the least dexterous among the com-
binations of Antiphon  No one knew who these Five Thousand
were yet the resolution, just adopted, purported—not that
such a number of citizens should be singled out and constituted,
erther by choice, or by lot, or n some determinate manner
which should exhibit them to the view and knowledge of others
—but that the Four Hundred should convene Z%e Five Z%ou-
sand, whenever they thought proper thus assuming the latter
to be a list already made up and notorious, at least to the Four
Hundred themselves The real fact was that the Five Thou-
sand existed nowhere except in the talk and proclamations
of the conspirators, as a supplement of fictitious auxilianes

1 Thucyd v 67 -wawu 5t avrovs rerpaxoolovs Bvras ds 7>
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They did not even exist as mdmdual names on paper, but
simply as an 1mposturous nominal aggregate The Four Hun-
dred now 1nstalled formed the entire and exclusive rulers of the
state’ But the mere name of the Five Thousand, though
1t was nothing more than a name, served two important pur-
poses for Antiphon and his conspuacy Furst, 1t admtted of
being falsely prod the at Samos)
as proof of a tolerably numerous and popular body of equal,
qualified, concurrent citizens—all mtended to take thexr turn by
rotation in the powers of g 5t

the odium of extreme usurpation “to the Four Hundred, and
passing them off merely as the earhest section of the Five
‘Thousand, put nto office for a few months, and destined at the
end of that period to give place to another equal section 2
Next, 1t immensely augmented the means of ntimdation
possessed by the Four Hundred at home, by exaggerating the
impression of therr supposed strength For the ctizens
generally were made to believe that there were five thousand
real and hiving partners in the conspiracy , while the fact that
these partners were not known and could not be individually
1dentified, rather aggravated the reigning terror and mistrust—
since every man, suspecting that his neighbour might possibly
be among them, was afraid to communicate his discontent
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or propose means for jomt resistance! In both these two
ways, the name and assumed exstence of the Five Thousand
lent strength to the real Four Hundred conspirators It
masked their usurpation while 1t increased their hold on the
respect and fears of the citizens
As soon as the public assembly at Kolénus had with such
seeming unanimity accepted all the propositions of Peisander,
they were dismissed, and the new regunent of Four Hundred
were chosen and constituted 1n the form prescribed It now
only remained to install them 1n the Senate-house But this
could not be done without force, since the senators were already
within 1t, having doubtless gone thither immediately from
the assembly, where their presence (at least the presence of the
Prytanes, or Senators of the presiding tribe) was essential as
legal presidents They had to deliberate what they would do
under the decree just passed, which divested them of all
authonty It was even possible that they might orgamise
armed resistance , for which there seemed more than usual
facility at the present moment, sinze the occupation of Dekeleia
by the Lacedzzmonians kept Athens in a condition like that of
a permanent camp, with a large proportion of the citizens day
and night underarms ®  Against this chance the Four Hundred
made provision  They selected that hour of the day when the
greater number of citizens habitually went home (probably to
their morning meal), leaving the military station, with the arms
piled and ready, under comparatively thin watch While the
general body of hoplites left the station at this hour according
to the usual practice, the hoplites (Andrian, Teman and others)
1n the immediate confidence of the Four Hundred were directed
by private order to hold themselves prepared and 1n arms at a
httle distance off, so that if any symptoms should appear of
resistance being contemplated, they might at once interfere and
forestall it  Having taken this precaution, the Four Hundred
marched 1n a body to the Senate-house, each man with a
dagger concealed under his garment, and followed by thewr
ﬁpecml body-gua_rd of 120 young men from various Grecian
of the ordered by Anti-
phon and his colleagues In this array they marched nto the
Senate-house, where the senators were assembled—and com-
manded them to depart, at the same time tendering to them
‘ Compare the stn) (Thucyd v 92) cited in my previous note
2 See g‘b Jests ofﬁmés, lbzlt the lg: ) s all myt‘:‘mo\u buying
Tynstn 50, o comedy eprbsented lboﬂwm‘bhe?4?::;: 5
e ted months carhir han the events here narged T
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their pay for all the remamnder of the year (seemingly about
three months or more down to the beginning of Hekatombzon,
the month of new nominations) during which their functions
ought to have continueds The senators were noway prepared
to resist the decree just passed under the forms of legality, with
an armed body now arnved to enforce its execution ~They
obeyed and departed, each man as he passed the door recerving
the salary tendered to him  That they should yield obedience
to superior force under the circumstances, can excite neither
censure nor surpnse, but that they should accept from the
hands of the this of an

salary, was a meanness which almost branded them as ac-
complices, and dishonoured the expiring hour of the last
democratical authority The Four Hundred now found them-
selves imnstalled in the Senate-hs There was
not the least resistance, ether within 1ts walls, or even without,
by any portion of the citizens !

‘Thus perished, or seemed to perish, the democracy of Athens,
after an umntenupted existence of nearly one hundred years
singe the f K So dible did 1t appear
that the and 1 ciizens of
Athens should suffer their hiberties to be overthrown by a band
of four hundred conspirators, while the great mass of them not
only loved their democracy, but had arms n their hands to
defend it—that even their enemy and neighbour Agis at
Dekelera could hardly imagmne the revolution to be a fact
accomphshed ~ We shall see presently that 1t did not stand—
nor would 1t probably have stood, had circumstances even
been more but the of 1t at all,
15 an mcident too extraordinary to be passed over without
some words 1n explanation

We must remark that the tremendous catastrophe and loss
of blood i Sicily had abated the energy of the Atheman
ad made them despair
of ther forelgn reluuons , of the possibility that they could
make head agamnst enemues, increased in number by revolts
among their own allies, and further sustaned by Persian gold
Upon this sentiment of despair 1s brought to bear the treacher-
ous delusion of Alkibiadés, offerng them the Persianaid , that
15, means of defence and success agamnst foreign enemles, at
the price of their democracy Reluctantly the people are
brought, but they are brought, to entertan the proposition
and thus the conspirators gam their first capital pomt—of

1 Thucyd v 69, 70
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famihanising the people with the idea of such a change of
constitutton The ulterior success of the conspiracy—when
all prospect of Persian gold, or improved foreign  position, was
at an end—is due to the combmations, alike nefarious and
skilful, of Antiphon, wielding and orgamising the united strength
of the anstocratical classes at Athens, strength always exceed-
ngly great, but under ordmnary circumstances working in frac-
tions disunited and even reciprocally hostile to each other—
restramed by the ascendent democratical institutions—and
reduced to corrupt what 1t could not overthrow  Antiphon,
about to employ this anti-popular force m one systematic
scheme and for the accomplst of a pred d
purpose, keeps still within the same ostensible constitutional
limits He raises no open mutiny he mamntamns mviolate the
cardinal pont of Atheman political morahity—respect to the
decision of the senate and pohtical assembly, as well as to
constitutional maxims  But he knows well that the value of
these meetings, as political secunties, depends upon entire
freedom of speech, and that if ¢hat freedom be suppressed,
the assembly 1tself becomes a nullity—or rather an nstrument
of positive and mischief A dingly he causes all
the popular orators to be successively assassinated, so that no
man dares to open his mouth on that side, while on the other
bhand, the antipopular speakers are all loud and confident,
cheering one another on, and seeming to represent all the
feelng of the persons present By thus siencing each m-
dividual leader, and mtimiating every opponent from standing
forward as spokesman, he extorts the formal sanction of the
assembly and the senate to measures which the large majonty
of the citizens detest That majonty however are bound by
ther own constitutional forms = and when the decision of
these, by whatever means obtaimed, 1s agamst them, they have
neither the inchnation nor the courage to resist In no part
of the world has this sentiment of constitutional duty, and
submission to the vote of a legal majonty, been more keenly
and umversally felt, than 1t was among the citizens of demo-
cratical Athens! Antiphon thus finds means to employ the
constitutional sentiment of Athens as a means of killing the
constitution  the mere empty form, after its vital and protective
efficacy has been abstracted, remains simply as a cheat to
paralyse individual patriotism

? This triing and deep seated regard of the Athenians fo al the forms
of an established constitution, makes itself felt even by Mr Mitford (Hust
r ch xix sect v vol w p 235)
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It was this cheat which rendered the Athemans indisposed to
stand forward with arms 1n defence of that democracy to which
they were attached Accustomed as they were to unlimited
pacific contention within the bounds of their constitution, they
were 1 the highest degree averse to anything like armed
1ntestine contention  This 1s the natural effect of an established
free and equal polity—to substitute the contests of the tongue
for those of the sword, and sometimes, even to create so
extreme a disinclination to the latter, that if liberty be ener-
getically assailed, the counter-energy necessary for its defence
‘may probably be found wantmg  So difficult 15 1t for the same
people to have both the qualities requusite for making a free
constitution work well i ordinary times, together with those
very different qualities requisite for upholding 1t agamnst ex-
ceptional dangers and under trying emergencies None but
an Athenian of extraordinary ability hke Antiphon would have
understood the art of thus making the constitutional feeling of
his countrymen subservient to the success of his conspiracy—
and of maintaining the forms of legal dealing towards assembled
and constitutional bodies, while he violated them 1n secret and

tab: ted against ind; Political assassin-
ation had been unknown at Athens (as far as our information
reaches), since the time when 1t was employed about fifty years
before by the ohgarchical party against Ephialtés, the coadjutor
of Periklés?  But this had been an ndividual case, and 1t was
reserved for Antiphon and Phrynichus to orgamise a band of
assassins working systematically, and taking off a senes of
leading victims one after the other  As the Macedoman kings
1n after-times required the surrender of the popular orators in
a body, so the authors of this conspiracy found the same
enemies to deal with, and adopted another way of gettng nd
of them, thus reducing the assembly into a tame and hfeless
mass, capable of bemng ntimdated into giving 1ts collective
sanction to measures which its large majority detested

As Grecian history has been usually written, we are mstructed
to believe that the musfortunes, and the corruption, and the
degradation, of the democratical states, were brought upon
them by the class of demagogues, of whom Kleon, Hyperbolus,
Androklés, &c, stand forth as specimens These men are
represented as muschief-makers and revilers, accusing without
Just cause, and converting innocence Into treason

Now the history of this conspiracy of the Four Hundred

1 See Plutarch, Perklés, ¢ 10, Diodor x1 77, andvol vi chap xlvi
of this Hisgagy
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presents to us the other side of the picture It shows that the
political enemles—agamst whom the Athenian people were
d by therr and by the dema-

gogues as Living organs of those instit=tions—were not fictitous
but dangerously real It reveals the continued existence of
powerful anti-popular combinations, ready to come together for
treasonable purposes, when the moment appeared safe and
tempting It manifests the character and morahty of the
leaders, to whom the direction of the anti-popular force natur-
ally fell It proves that these leaders, men of uncommon
ability, required nothing more than the extinction or silence of
the demagogues, to be enabled to subvert the popular securi-
ties, and get possession of the government We need no
better proof to teach us what was the real function and ntnnsic
necessity of these demagogues 1n the Athenian system, takn,
them as a class, and apart from the manner in which individuals
among them may have performed their duty They formed
the vital movement of all that was tutelary and public-spirtted
mn democracy Aggressive in respect to official delinquents,
they were defensive 1n respect to the public and the constitu-
tion If that anti-popular force, which Antiphon fbund ready-
made, had not been efficient, at a much earher moment, n
stifling the democracy—it was because there were ﬂemagogues
to cry aloud as well as assembhes to hear and ¢rstain
If A 1, it was because he knew
where to aim hlS blows, so as to strike down the real enemies
of the oligarchy and the real defenders of the teople I here
employ the term demagogues because 1t 1s that commonly used
by those who denounce the class of men here under review
the proper neutral phrase, layng aside odious associations,
would be to call them, popular speakers or opposition speakers
But by whatever name they may be called, 1t 1s impossible
nightly to conceive their position in Athens, without looking at
them 1n contrast and antithesis with those anti-popular forces
agawnst which they formed the indispensable barrier, and which
come forth into such mamfest and melancholy working under
the hands of A and Phryni

As soon as the Four Hundred found themselves formally
stalled 1 the Senate-house, they divided themselves by lot
nto separate Prytanies (probably ten in number, consisting of
forty members each, like the former Senate of Five Hundred,
m oxder that the distribution of the year to whxch the people

might not be bed), an

thenr installation by prayer and sacnifice They pur. to death
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some political enemies, though not many they further im-
prisoned and bamished others, and made large changes in the
admimstration of affairs , carrying everything with a strictness
and rigour unk undsr the old 1 It seems to
have been proposed among them to pass a vote of restoration
to all persons under sentence of exile But this was rejected
by the majonity, in order that Alkibiadés might not be among
the number, nor did they think 1t expedient, notwithstanding,
to pass the law, reserving him as a special exception

They further despatched a messenger to Agis at Dekelea,
mtimating their wish to treat for peace , which (they affirmed)
he ought to be ready to grant to them, now that “the faithless
Demos ” was put down  Agis however, not believing that the
Atheman people would thus submit to be deprived of their
hiberty, anticipated that intestne dissension would certamnly
break out, or at least that some portion of the Long Walls
would be found unguarded, should a foreign army ap)
‘While therefore he declined the overtures for _peace, he at the
same timé sent for out of P and
matched with a considerable army, mn addition to his own
garnson, up to the very walls of Athens But he found the
ramparts carefully manned no commotion took place within
even a sally was made, in which some advantage was gained
over him He therefore speedily retired, sending back his
newly-arrived reinforcements to Peloponnesus , while the Four
Hundred, on renewing their advances to hum for peace, now
found themselves much better received, and were even
encouraged to despatch envoys to Sparta itself

As soon as they had thus got over the first difficulties, and
placed matters on a footing which seemed to promise stability,
they despatched ten envoys to Samos Aware beforehand of
the danger impending over them in that quarter from the
known aversion of the soldiers and seamen to anything n the
nature of ohgarchy, they had moreover just heard, by the
arnval of Chereas and the Paralus, of the joint attack made by
the Athenian and Samian ohgarchs, and of its complete failure
Had this event occurred a lhttle earler, 1t might perhaps have
deterred even some of their own number from proceeding with
the revolution at Athens—which was rendered thereby almost
sure of failure from the first Their ten envoys were mstructed
to represent at Samos that the recent oligarchy had been

1 Thucyd vin 70 I imagmne that this must be the meaning of the words
—A 3¢ AAa fvepov Kard K b

2 Thuevd v 71
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established with no views njurious to the city, but on the
contrary for the general benefit , that though the Council now
1stalled consisted of Four Hundred only, yet the total number
of partisans who had made the revdution and were qualified
<tizens under 1t, was Five Thousand , a number greater (they
added) than had ever been actually assembled in the Pnyx
under the democracy, even for the most important debates,
mn consequence of the unavoidable absences of numerous
individuals on military service and foreign travel

‘What satisfaction might have been given, by this allusion to
the fictitious Five Thousand, or by the fallacious reference
to the numbers, real or pretended, of the past democratical
assemblies—had these envoys carried to Samos the first tidings
of the Athenian revolution—we cannot say They were fore-
stalled by Chereas the officer of the Paralus , who, though the
Four Hundred tried to detan him, made his escape and
hastened to Samos to communicate the fearful and unexpected
change which had occurred at Athens Instead of hearing
that change described under the h pre-
scribed by Antiphon and Phrynichus, the armament first learnt
1t from the lips of Chereas, who told them at once the extreme
truth—and even more than the truth He recounted with
indignation that every Atheman, who ventured to say a word
aganst the Four Hundred rulers of the city, was punished with
the scourge—that even the wives and children of persons hostile
to them were outraged—that there was a design of seizing and
imprnisoning the relatives of the democrats at Samos, and
putting them to death 1f the latter refused to obey orders from
Athens The simple narrative, of what had really occurred,

! Thucyd, v 72 Ths allegation, respecting the number of citizens
who attended in the Athenian democratical assemblies, has been sometimes
cited as if 1t carned with 1t the authonity of Thucydidés, which 1s a great
mistake, duly pointed out by all the best recent critics It 15 simply the
allegation of the Four Hundred, whose testimony, as a guarantee for truth,
15 worth Little enoug]

t b1

a ded by so many as 5
Teertamly am far from believing It 15 not improbable, hawever, that 5000
was an unusually large number of citizens to attend Dr Amold, mn his
note, opposes the allegation, 1n part, by remarking that * the law required
not only the presence but the sanction of at Jeast 6000 citizens to some
particular decrees of the assembly ” It seems to me however quite possible,
that 1n cases where this large number of votes was required, as m the
ostracism, and where there was no discusston carried on immediately before
the voting—the process of voting may have lasted some hours, Iike our
keeping open of a poll ~ So that &ong more than 6000 citizens must have
woted altogether—it was not necessary that all should have been present in
the same assembly
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would have been quite sufficient to provoke in the armament
a sentiment of detestation against the Four Hundred  But
these additional details of Chereas, partly untrue, filled them
with uncontrollable wrath, which they mamfested by open
menace agamnst the known partisans of the Four Hundred at
Samos, as well as against those who had taken part mn the
recent ohgarchical conspiracy m thesland It was not without
difficulty that their hands were arrested by the more reflecting
citizens present, who remonstrated against the madness of such
disorderly proceedings when the enemy was close upon them

But though violence and aggressive mnsult were thus season-
ably checked, the sentiment of the armament was too ardent
and unammous to be satisfied without some solemn, emphatic,
and decisive declaration against the ohgarchs at Athens A
great democratical manifestation, of the most earnest and
1mposing character, was proclaimed, chiefly at the instance of
Thrasybulus and Thrasyllus ~ The Atheman armament, brought
together 1n one grand assembly, took an oath by the most
stringent sanctions—To mawtamn their democracy—To keep
up friendship and harmony with each other—To carry on the
war against the Peloponnesians with energy—To be at enmity
with the Four Hundred at Athens, and to enter nto no
amicable communication with them whatever The whole
armament swore to this compact with enthusiasm, and even
those who had before taken part 1n the ohgarchical movements
were forced to be forward 1n the ceremony ! What lent double
force to this touching scene, was, that the entire Samian popu-
lation, every male of the military age, took the oath along with
the friendly armament Both pledged themselves to mutual
fidelity and common suffering or triumph, whatever might be
the 1ssue of the contest Both felt that the Peloponnesians at
Milétus, and the Four Hundred at Athens, were alike their
enemues, and that the success of either would be their common
run

Pursuant to this

—of upholding their d
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and at the same time sustaining the war agamnst the Pelopon-
nesians, at all cost or penl to themselves—the soldiers of the
armament now took a step unparalleled in Atheman history
Feeling that they could no longer recewve orders from Athens
under her present ohgarchical rulers, with whom Charminus
and others among therr own leaders were implicated, they
constituted themselves into a sort of community apart, and
held an assembly as citizens to choose anew their generals and
trierarchs  Of those already in command, several were deposed
as unworthy of trust, others being elected mn their places,
especially Thrasybulus and Thrasyllus The assembly was
not held for election alone It was a scene of effusive sym-
pathy, 1 an generous as well
as resolute  The united armament felt that #key were the real
Athens, the d of her the upholders of
her remaining empire and glory—the protectors of her citizens
at home against those conspirators who had intruded themselves
mto the te-h the sole barrer, even for
those conspirators themselves, agamst the hostile Pelopon-
nesian fleet “ Zhe aty has revolted from wus” (exclamed
Thrasybulus and others i pregnant words which embodied a
whole train of feeling?) ~ “ But let not this abate our courage
for they are only the lesser force—we are the greater and the
self-sufficng  We have here the whole navy of the state,
whereby we can ensure to ourselves the contributions from our
dependencies just as well as 1f we started from Athens We
have the hearty attachment of Samos, second in power only to
Athens herself, and serving us as a military station against the
enemy, now as in the past. We are better able to obtain
supplies for ourselves, than those 1n the city for themselves,
for 1t 15 only through our presence at Samos that they have
hitherto kept the mouth of Pewrzus open If they refuse to
restore to us our democratical constitution, we shall be better
able to exclude them from the sea than they to exclude us
What indeed does the city do now for us to second our efforts
agamst the enemy? Laittle or nothing  We have lost nothing
by thewr separation  They send us no pay—they leave us to
provide mamtenance for ourselves—they are now out of con-
dition for sending us even good counsel, which 1s the great
superionty of a city over a camp ?  As counsellors, we here are

! Thueyd vin 76 Kol wapawéoes ¥AAas 7e dowivro & oplaw abrois
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better than they, for they have just commtted the wrong of
subverting the constitution of our common country—while we
are striving to mantamn 1t, and will do our best to force them
nto the same track Alltibiadés, if we ensure to him a safe
restoration, will cheerfully bring the alhance of Persia to
sustain us, and even 1f the worst comes to the worst—if all
other hopes fail us—our powerful naval force will always
enable us to find places of refuge 1n abundance, wmith aity and
terntory adequate to our wants ”

Such was the encouraging language of Thrasyllus and
‘Thrasybulus, which found full sympathy 1n the armament, and
raised among them a spinit of energetic patriotism and resolu-
tion, not unworthy of their forefathers when refugees at Salamis
under the nvasion of Xerxes To regan theirr democracy and
to sustain the war agamnst the Peloponnesians, were impulses
alike ardent and blended mn the same tide of generous
enthusiasm, a tide so vehement as to sweep before 1t the
reluctance of that minonty who had before been inchned to
the oligarchical movement eBut besides these two impulses,
there was also a third, tending towards the recall of Alkibiadés ,
a coadjutor, 1f 1 many ways useful, yet bringing with him a
spint of selfish and duphcity to the exalted
sentiment now all-powerful at Samos

This exile had been the first to ongnate the ohgarchical
conspiracy, whereby Athens, already scarcely adequate to the
exigencies of her foreign war, was now paralysed m courage
and torn by civil discord—preserved from absolute ruin only by
that counter-enthusiasm which a fortunate turn of circumstances

00as 7@v woheulwy § méis xphoyuos Ay, kal obdy EmoAwAendvas, of ye phre
dpydpior ¥y elxor méumew, GAN' avrol emopl{orro os arpaTidTal, phTe Pot
Aevpa xpnaTdy, oomep dvexa ks orparomdBuy kparel EAAA Kal v TobTois Tobs
v npaprakévar, Tobs warplovs véuous karahboavras, abrol 3¢ gdlew xal
dkelvovs weipdoeqtas mporavaykd(ew “Qare obdd Tobrous, olfrep & Bov-
Aebouby i xpmordy, waph ol xelpovs dvar

1 The application of the Athemans at Samos to Alkibiadés, remunds us
of the emphatic language in which Tacuys characterics an 1cident in some.
Tespects sumlar  The Roman army, fightng 1n the cause of Vatellus
agamnst Vespasian, had been betrayed by their general Cacina, who
endeavoured to carry them over to the latter his army however refused to
follow him, adhered to their own cause, and put hum under arrest  Ben
afterwards defeated by the troops of Vespasian, and obliged to capitulate 1
Cremona, they released Cecina, and solicited hus intercession to obtan
favourable terms  * Primores castrorum momen atque imagines Vitelln
amoluntur, catenas Caecine (nam etiam tum vanctus erat) exsolvunt,
orantque, ut cause suz deprecator adsistat aspernantem tumentemque
lacrymis fatgant  Zzxtremum malorum, tof fortissims virs, proditorss opem
smvocantes” (Tacitus, Histor . 31)
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had raised up at Samos Having at first duped the con-
spirators themselves and enabled them to dupe the sincere
democrats, by promising Persian aid, and thus floating the
plot over its first and greatest difficulties—Alkibiadés had
found himself constramed to break with them as soon as the
time came for reahising his promises  But he had broken off
with so much address as still to keep up the illusion that he
could reahse them 1f he chose His return by means of the
oligarchy being now impossible, he naturally became 1ts enemy,
and this new antipathy superseded his feeling of revenge
agamnst the democracy for having bamished him  In fact he
was disposed (as Phrynichus had truly said about him)! to
avail himself indifferently of either, according as the one or
the other presented itself as a serviceable agency for his
ambitious views  Accordingly, as soon as the turn of affaurs at
Samos had made itself manifest, he opened communication
with Thrasybulus and the democratical leaders,? renewing to
them the same promises of Persian alliance, on condition of
his own restoration, as he had béfore made to Peisander and
he ol

part, hrasy and hs coll ether
sincerely believed him, or at least thought that his restoration
afforded a b not to be neglected, of ob g Persian

aid, without which they despawred of the war ~ Such possibility
would at Jeast infuse spint nto the soldiers , while the restora-
tion was now proposed without the terrible condition which
had before D! d 1it, of the di
constitution
It was not without difficulty, however, nor until after more
than one assembly and discussion,? that Thrasybulus prevailed
on the armament to pass a vote of security and restoration to
Alkibiadés ~ As Atheman citizens, the soldiers probably were
unwilling to take upon them the reversal of a sentence solemnly
passed by the democratical tribunal, on the ground of irrehigion
with suspicion of treason They were however mduced to
pass the vote, after which Thrasybulus sailed over to the,
Asnatic coast, brought across Alkibiadés to the island, and
d him to the bled The supple
exile, who had denounced the democracy so bitterly both at

1 Thucyd v 48
3 Thucydidés does not expressly mention this communication—but 1t 15
smphed in the words"ANciBudbn—L pevor xapdfews, & (v 76)
Thucyd vin 81 @pastBoudos, delreTiis abriis ywéuns dxbue
vos, dredh uerdornae 1 wplyuara, Gore kardyew "ANciBiddyy, xal 7ikos
&% dekAnolas Greioe b wAflos Tdy aTpatuvriy, &C
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Sparta, and mn his correspondence with the oligarchical
conspurators, knew well how to adapt himself to the sympathies
of the democratical assembly now before him  He "began by
the sentence ofsb passed agamst him, and
throwing the blame of 1t, not upon the m]usnce of his country-
men, but upon his own unhappy destny! He then entered
upon the public prospects of the moment, pledgmg himself
with entire confidence to reahse the hopes of Persian alhance,
and boasting 1n terms not merely ostentatious but even extrava-
gant, of the which he d over
Tissaphernés  The satrap had promised him (so the speech
went on) never to let the Athenians want for pay, as soon as
he once came to trust them , not even if 1t were necessary to
1ssue out his last daric or to com his own silver couch mto
money Nor would he require any further condition to induce
him to trust them, except that Alkibiadés should be restored
and should become therr guarantee Not only would he
furnish the Athemans with pay, but he would, besides, bring
up to ther aid the Phemqan fleet, which was already at
Aspendus—instead of placing 1t at the disposal of the Pelopon-
nesians
In the communications of Alkibiadés with Peisander and
his coadjutors, Alkibiadés had pretended that the Great
King could have no confidence 1n the Athenians unless they
not only restored him, but abnegated their democmcy On
this asion, the latter was and the
confidence of the Great King was said to be more easily
accorded  But though Alkibiadés thus presented himself with
a new falschood, as well as with a new vem of political
hus wa
all the va.nous purposes whnch he contemplated—pa.nly ol'

home—partly of exalting his own grandeur mn the eyes of the
armament—partly of sowing mustrust between the Spartans and
Tissaphernés It was mn such full harmony with both the
reigning feelings of the armament—eagerness to put down the
Four Hundred, as well as to get the better of their Pelopon-
nesian enemies n Toma—that the hearers were not disposed to

} Thueyd vin 81 yevouéyns 8¢ dkennolas v 7e I3(ay tungorar
7iis puyds dxpridoaro kal dvaAopiparo  Alabu

Contrast the r{’ fferent language of Alkibiadés, vi 92, vin. 47

For the word guugopdy, compare 1 127

Notl mng can be more false and pervmcd than the manner 1n which the

of Alkibiadés, during this period, are presented 1n the Oration

of l:okn':%s de Bigis, sect 18-23



46 History of Greece

scrutimse narrowly the grounds upon which his assurances
rested In the fulness of confidence and enthusiasm, they
elected him general along with Thrasybulus and the rest,
conceving redoubled hopes of victow over their enemies both
at Athens and at Milétus So completely indeed were their
imaginations filled with the prospect of Persian aid, agamnst
their enemies i Ionia, that alarm for the danger of Athens
under the government of the Four Hundred became the
predommant feeling, and many voices were even raised
favour of sailing to Pewreus for the rescue of the city But
Alkibiadés, knowing well (what the armament did not know)
that his own promises of Persian pay and fleet were a mere
ded sucl

delusion, ds h a , which would
have left the d m Jonia defenceless aganst the
! As soon as thy bly broke up, he crossed

overragam to the mamland, under pretence of concerting
measures with Tissaphernés to realise his recent engagements

Releved, substantially though not n strct form, from the
penalties of exile, Alkibiadés was thus launched n a new
career  After having first played the game of Athens agamst
Sparta, next that of Sparta aganst Athens, thirdly that of
Tissaphernés aganst both—he now professed to take up
again the promotion of Atheman mterests In realty,
however, he was, and had always been, playing his own
game, or obeying his own selfinterest, ambition, or anti-

y He was at this time eager to make a show of
ntimate and d 1 with T hernés, in
order that he might thereby impose upon the Athenans at
Samos , to communicate to the satrap his recent election as
general of the Atheman force, that his importance with the
Persians might be enhanced , and lastly, by passing backwards
and forwards from Tissaphernés to the Atheman camp, to
exhibit an appearance of friendly concert between the two,
which might sow mustrust and alarm in the minds of the
Peloponnesians  In this tripartite manceuvring, so suitable
to his habitual character, he was more or less successful,
especially i regard to the latter purpose. For though he
never had any serious chance of inducing Tissaphernés to
assist the Ath he did } bute to alienate
him from the enemy, as well as the enemy from him !

Without any longer delay 1n the camp of Tissaphernés than
was necessary to keep up the faith of the Athemans in his
promuse of Persian aid, Alkibiadés returned to Samos where he

1 Thucyd vuu. 82, 83, 87
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was found by the ten envoys sent by the Four Hundred from
Athens, on their first arnval  These envoys had been long 1
their voyage , having made a considerable stay at Delos, under
alarm from 1ntelligence of the previous visit of Chzreas, and
the furious indignation which his narrative had provoked ! At
length they reached Samos, and were invited by the generalsto
make their communication to the assembled armament They
had the utmost difficulty in procuring a hearing—so strong was
the antipathy against them—so loud were the cries that the
subverters of the democracy ought to be put to death ~ Silence
being at length obtaned, they proceeded to state that the late
revolution had been brought to pass for the salvation of the
city, and especially for the economy of the public treasure, by
suppressing the salaried civil functions of the democracy, and
thus leaving more pay for the soldiers ? that there was no
purpose of mischief 1n the change, still less of betrayal to the
enemy, which might already have been effected, had such been
the intention of the Four Hundred, when Agis advanced from
Dekelela up to the walls that the citizens, now possessing the
political franchise, were, not Four Hundred only, but Five
Thousand in number, all of whom would take their turn
rotation for the places now occupied by the Four Hundred 3

1 Thucyd vin 77-86
? Thucyd v 86 Ei 3¢ & evréAedy 71 fovrérunrai, Gore mobs
orpamidras Exew Tpopiy, wdvu draweiy
his 15 a part of the answer of Alkibiadés to the envoys, and therefore
indicates what they had urged
3 Thucyd vin 86 7av re wevraxioxiMlay Srs wdvres dv 7§ pépes pedé
fovow, & I dissent from Dr Armold's construction of this passage, which
1s followed both by Poppo and by Goller He says in his note—* The
sense must clearly be, ‘that all the citizens should be of the five thousand
1n their tarn,” however strange the expression may seem, ue8éfovas Téw wevra
rioxAfwy  But without regnng to the absurdity of the meaning, that all
the Five Thousand should ake of the government i heir turn—for they
all partook of 1t as being the sovereign assembly—yet ueréxew in this sense
would require 7av mpayudrav after 1t, and would be at least as harsh,
standing alone, as in the of uedétovat Téy XiMwy
Upon this I remark—1 Meréxew may be construed with a gemtive case
mot actually expressed, but understood out of the words preceding , as we
may see by Thucyd 1 16, where I agree with the interpretation suggested
by Matthie (Gr Gr § 325), rather than with Dr Arnold’s note
2 In the present instance, we are not reduced to the necessity of gather
1ng a genitive case for ueréxew by implication out of previous phraseology
for the express genitive case stands there a line or two before—rfis ¥dAews,
the 1dea of which 15 carried down without being ever dropped—or &
tAAov, bs ofire dxl Biag Tiis wéAews n perdorasis yévorro, AN
&m) carnpla, o Tva Tois wokeulors xapadobi (1 € % wlhis) Ty Te
wevraxiox oy b7 xdvres dv 7§ péperpeéfovaiy (1 e 7iis wérews)




48 History off Greece

that the recitals of Chereas, affirming 1ll-usage to have been
offered to the relatives of the soldiers at Athens, were utterly
false and calumnious
Such were the topics on which the envoys insisted, n an
apologetic strain, at considerable length, but without any effect
in concihiating the soldiers who heard them The general
resentment against the Four Hundred was expressed by several
persons present 1n public speech, by others n private mamifest-
ation of feeling agamnst the envoys and so passionately was
this sentiment aggravated—consisting not only of wrath for
what the oligarchy had done, but of fear for what they might
do—that the proposition of saling tnmediately to the Perzeus
was revived with greater ardour than before  Alkibiadés, who
had already once discountenanced this design, now stood for-
ward to Tepel 1t agan  Nevertheless all the plemtude of his
influence, then greater than that of any other officer 1n the
an ded by the d ch as well as
the loud voice of Thrasybulus,! was required to avert it But
for im 1t would have been executed  While he r¢proved and
silenced those who were most clamorous agaimnst the envoys, he
took upon himself to give to the latter a public answer mn the
name of the collective armament “ We make no objection
(he said) to the power of the Five Thousand but the Four
Hundred must go about their busmess, and remstate the
Senate of Five Hundred as 1t was before We are much
obliged for what you have done m the way of economy, so
as to increase the pay available for the soldiers  Above all,
maintam the war strenuously, without any flinching before the
enemy For if the city be now safely held, there 1s good hope
that we may make up the mutual differences between us by
amicable settlement, but 1f once either of us perish, either we

There 15 therefore no harshness of expression , nor 15 there any absurdity
of meanmmg, as we way see by the repettion of the very same in vu1 93—
Aowres Tobs Te el Ewopavey, kal dx rolrey &y pépes, i Ay
rois mevraxtarxihlois 8ok, Tobs TeTpaxosiovs {ueadar,

r Amold's designation of these Five Thousand as “the sovereign
assembly 15 not very accurate  They were notan assembly at all  they had
never been called together, nor had anything been said about an untention
of calling them together i reahty, they were but a fiction and a name—
but even the Four Hundred themselves pretended only to talk of them as
partners in the conspiracy aud revolution, not as s asseméfy to be convoked
—mevramioxihoi—al Tpdogovres (vt 72,

As to the 1dea of bnnging all the remauung citizens to equal privileges
(n rotation) with the Five Thousand, we shall see that 1t was never
‘broached until considerably after the Four Hundred had been put down

1 Plutarch, Alkibdés, ¢ 26
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here or you at home, there will be nothing left for the other to
make up with

With this reply he dismissed the envoys, the armament
reluctantly abandoning their wish of sailing to Athens

Thucydidés nsists much on the capital service which Alkibi-
adés then rendered to his country, by arresting a project which
would have had the effect of leaving all Toma and the Helles-
pont defenceless against the Peloponnesians His advice
doubtless turned out well in the result, yet 1f we contemplate
the state of affairs at the moment when he gave 1t, we shall be
nchned to doubt whether prudential calculation was not rather
against hum, and 1 favour of the impulse of the armament
For what was to hinder the Four Hundred from patching up a
peace with Sparta, and getting a Lacedzmonian garnson mto
Athens to help them n mantaning therr dommion? Even
apart from ambition, this was their best chance, 1f not their
only chance, of safety for themselves and we shall presently
see that they tried to do it—being pi from
partly indeed by the mutiny which arose against them at Athens,
but still more by the stupidity of the Lacedzmonians them-
selves  Alkibiadés could not really imagme that the Four
Hundred would obey his mandate delivered to the envoys, and
resign thewr power voluntanly  But 1if they remamned masters
of Athens, who could calculate what they would do—after
having recewved this declaration of hostility from Samos—not
merely n regard to the foreign enemy, but even in regard to
the relatives of the absent soldiers? ~Whether we look to the
legitimate apprehensions of the soldiers, inevitable while their
relatives were thus exposed, and almost unnerving them as to the
hearty prosecution of the war abroad in their utter uncertainty
with regard to matters at home—or to the chance of 1rreparable
public calamity, greater even than the loss of Toma, by the
betrayal of Athens to the enemy—we shall be disposed to con-
clude that the impulse of the armament was not merely natural,
but even founded on a more prudent estimate of the actual
chances, and that Alkibiadés was nothing more than fortunate
n a sanguine venture And 1f, mnstead of the actual chances,
we look to the chances as Alkibiadés represented, and as
the armament conceived them upon his authonty—wiz that
the Phenician fleet was close at hand to act against the

1 Thucyd v 86 Kl 7aAAa dxéhever dvréxew, xal unBty ddiddvas Tals
mokeulois xpds uiv ydp odas avrobs owloubvns Tiis winews woAAdy dnxlda
elvas xal fupBivas, el 8¢ dxaf Td Irepov cparfioerar, § vd dv Sdug } dxeivo,
b3 Bry SugAharhoeral s fri Erectar
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Laced: m I shall p yet more
with the defe h d  Alkibiadés had an
advantage over every one else, simply by knowing his own
falsehoods .

At the same assembly were ntroduced envoys from Argos,
bearing a mussion of recognition and an offer of aid to the
Athenian Demos n Samos They came m an Atheman tn-
reme, navigated by the Parah who had brought home Chzreas
n the Paralus from Samos to Athens, and had been then
transferred into a common ship of war, and sent to cruise about
Eubcea  Since that time, however, they had been directed to
convey Laspodias, Anistophon, and Melésias,! as ambassadors
from the Four Hundred to Sparta But when crossing the
Argolic Gulf, probably under orders to land at Prasie, they
declared aganst the oligarchy, sailed to Argos, and there
deposited as prisoners the three ambassadors, who had all been
active 1n the conspiracy of the Four Hundred Bemg then
about to depart for Samos, they were requested by the Argelans
to carry thither their envoys, who were dismissed by Alkibiadés
with an expression of gratitude, and with a hope that therr aid
would be ready when called for

Meanwhile the envoys returned from Samos to Athens,
carrying back to the Four Hundred the unwelcome news of
therr total fallure with the armament A lttle before, it
appears, some of the trierarchs on service at the Hellespont had
returned to Athens also—Eratosthenés, Iatroklés and others,
who had tried to turn their squadron to the purposes of the
oligarchical conspirators, but had been ba.fﬁeclp and dnven off
by the nflexible democracy of their own seamen 2 If at Athens,

e cal of these p had d more
triumphantly than could have been expected beforehand—
everywhere else they had completely miscarned, not merely
at Samos and i the fleet, but also with the allied dependencies
At the time when Peisander quitted Samos for Athens to con-

the even without Alkibiadés,
he and others had gone round many of the dependencies and

3 Thucyd vs 86 Itss yery probable that the Meldsus here mentioned
was the son of that Thucydidés who was the leading political opponent of
Periklés Melésis appears as one of the dyamatss personz m Plato's

ysias cont Eratosthen sect. 43, ¢ o, p 411 Rek ob ydp »iv
wparor (Eratosthends) +§ uerdpy wahles 73 dvavrla Erpaker, IANA xal drl
7Gy Terpanaluy v 1§ arparorddy okeyapxlav xabiords Epevyey & EaAng-
wbvrou Tpifipapxos karakemay Thy vatv, pera “larpoxAdous kad drépar
aunduavos 88 Bedpo Thvavrla rais Bovhopévors Snpioxparlay lvas Kxparre
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had effected a similar revolution 1n their internal government,
n hopes that they would thus become attached to the new
ohgarchy at Athens  But this anticipation (as Phrynichus had
predicted) was nowhererealised  The newly-created oligarchies
only became more anxious for complete autonomy than the
democracies had been before At Thasos especally, a body
of exiles who had for some time dwelt in Peloponnesus were
recalled, and active preparations were made for revolt, by new
fortifications as well as by new triremes  Instead of strength-
ening their hold on the mantime empire, the Four Hundred
thus found that they had actually weakened 1t, while the pro-
nounced hostility of the armament at Samos not only put an
end to all their hopes abroad, but rendered their situation at
home altogether precarious

From the moment when the coadjutors of Antiphon first
learnt, through the arnval of Chzreas at Athens, the proclama-
tion of the democracy at Samos—adiscord, mistrust, and alarm
began to spread even among their own members, together
with a conviction that the qligarchy could never stand except
through the presence of a Peloponnesian garrison i Athens
Antiphon and Phrynichus, the leading minds who directed the
majority of the Four Hundred, despatched envoys to Sparta for
concluding peace (these envoys never reached Sparta, being
sezed by the Parali and sent prisoners to Argos, as above
stated) They further commenced the erection of a speclal
fort at Eets the g mole which
commanded, on the northern side, the narrow entrance of
Pewrus  Agamnst their proceedings, however, there began to
arise, even 1n the bosom of the Four Hundred, an opposition
minonty affecting popular sentiment, among whom the most
conspicuous persons were Theramenés and Aristokratés 2

Though these two men had stood forward promimnently as
contrivers and actors throughout the whole progress of the
conspnmcy, they had found themselves buterly dlsappomted by
the result
was mferior to that of Pelsa.nder, Kallaschrus, Phrymchus, and
others, while, collectively, the ill-gotten power of the Four
Hundred was diminished 1n value, as much as 1t was aggravated

! Thucyd vin

® Thucyd vin 89, 9o  The representation of the character and motives
of Theramenés, as’ gwen by Lysias in the Oration contra Eratosthenem
(Orat xn sect 66,67, 79, Orat xm cont Agorat sect 12-17),1s quite
1 harmony with lhn of Thucydxdés (vm1 89) compare Anstophan .
541-966 , ;{enoph Hellen n 3, 27-30
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m penl, by the loss of the foreign empire and the alena-
tion of their Samian armament Now began the workings
of jealousy and strife among the successful conspirators, each
of whom had entered into the gcheme with unbounded
expectations of personal ambition for himself—each had
counted on stepping at once nto the first place among the
new ohgarchical body  In a democracy (observes Thucydidés)
contentions for power and pre-eminence provoke mn the un-
successful competitors less of fierce antipathy and sense of
njustice, than 1 an ollga.rchy, for the ]osmg candldates
with I

able vote of a large mlscellaneous body of unknown citizens ,
but they are angry at bemng put aside by a few known com-
rades, their rivals as well as their equals moreover at the
moment when an oligarchy of ambitious men has just raised
1tself on the rumns of a democracy, every man of the conspira-
tors 1s 1 exaggerated expectation—every one thinks himself
entitled to become at once the first man of the body, and 1s
dissatisfied 1f he be merely put upgn a level with the rest !

} Thucyd vin 89 v B¢ 70970 ity axiua xoAwuxdy 00 Abyou abrais,
kar” i8fas 3¢ piroriukas o moARol avrdy 16 Tol0bTe 'pwlmm, & gmep xal
m,m Ayapxla &« Snuonparlas yevoudrm éArvras Tidvres yap avln-
wepdy diovow ou omas 10oi, GANS kel TOAD wpiTos avrhs cxaaros clva, &k Bt
Snpoxparias n!pgnus -,.-,»mm, piov 72 awoBalvovra, bs ouk 4mb Tav
bpotwy, dagoobperds Tis péper

I gwve m the text what nppem to me the proper sense of this passage,
the last words of which are obscure see the long notes of the commen
tators, especially Dr Amold and Poppo  Dr Arnold considers 7@v dpoluwy
as a neuter, and gives the paraphrase of the last clause as follows —

o WWhorens under fa old estaplidhed ‘government, they (ambitious men of
talent) are Elepned to fail they know that the weight of the government
15 against them, and are thus spared the pecuhar pain of being beaten in a
fair race, when thny and their competutors start with equal advantages, and
there 15 nothing to lessen the mortification of defeat  Awd 7@y duolwy
inagooluevos, 15, being beaten when the game is equal, when the terms of the
match are farr ”

cannot concur i Dr Arnold’s explanation of these words, or of the
general sense of the passage  He thinks that Thucydidés means to affirm
what apples g:nernlly “to an opposition mmnonty \;:hen 1t succeeds 1n

er the g e

democracy or a momrchy—whexher the minonty be an anstocratical party
or a popular one ” It seems to me, on the contrary, that the amnmuon
bears only on the special case of an oligarchical conspiracy subverting a
democracy, and that the companson taken 1s only applicable to me state of
things as 1t stood under the preceding democra

Next, the explanation gien of the words by Dr Amold assumes that
“‘to be beaten n a fair race, or when the terms of the match are fair,”
causes to the loser 24e maximum of pam and offence This s smely not
the fact, or rather, the reverse 1s the fat The man who loses




Oligarchy oft Four Hundred 53

Such were the feelngs of disappomted ambition, mingled
with despondency, which sprang up among a munonty of the

or hus election through unjusi® favour, jealousy, or antipathy, 1s more hurt
than f he had lost 1t under circumstances where he eeuld find no njustice
to complamn of In both cases, he s doubtless mortified but if there be
injustice, he 15 offended and angry as weil as mortified , he 15 disposed to
eance on men whom he looks upon as his personal enemues It
15 important to distingwish the mortification of simple failure, from the dis
content and anger arismg out of belicl that the failure has been unjustly
brought about 1t 15 this discontent, tending to break cut m active of
tion, which Thucydidés has present to his mind m the comparison which
he takes between the stata 'of fecling which precedes and follows the
subversmn of the democr:
appears to me that the words 7@y duofwy are masculine, and that they
have eferencs (like mdvres and foos 1n the preceding Line) to the prvileged
mmonty of equal confederates who are supposed to have © Just got possesion
of the government At Sparta, the word of #etor acquirad a sort of technt
cal sense to designate the small ascendent mmonty of wealthy Spartan
crtizens, who monopohsed 1n their own hands pohitical power, to the practt
exclusion of the remawnder (sce Xenoph Hellen w3, 5, Xenoph
Resp Lac x 7, xan I, Demosth cont Lepx s 83) Now these duowor
or peers, here indicated by Thucydidés as the peers of a recently formed
oligarchy, are not mercly equal wmong themselves, but nvals one with
another, and personally known to cach other It 15 important to bear in
mund all these attributes as laully smplied (though not hterally desigoated
or connoted) by the word Buowar or peers , because the companison instituted
by Thucydidés 1s founded on all the attrbutes taken together , just as
Rnstotle (Rhetore 1 8, 313, 4 n speslang of the envy and yealousy
apt to amse towards robs dpolovs, considers them as avrepacrds an
&vrayonords
The Four Hundred at Athens were all peers—equals, rivals, and person-
.uy known , smong ane another—who had just rased themselves by jomt
to supreme power  Theramends, one of the number, conceives
hlms:l[mm(kd o pre eminence, but finds that he 15 shut out from 1t » the
shut him out bemng this small body of known equals and nvals
He 15 mclined to impute the :xclLsxon to relsoml motives on the part of
thig small knot—to selfish ambition on tl each—to 1ll wall—to
Joalonsy—to wrongfal partiaity - so that he thinks huself myured, and the
sentment af mpury 15 embittered by the circumstance that tnose from whom
are a narrow, known, and definite body of colleagues ~ Whereas,
1t Pis exclusion had takien place under the demacracy, by the sufirage of
@ Jarge, miscellaneous, and_personally unknown collection of citizens—he
ould have been far less likely to carry off with him a sense of myury
Dohbtku he would have been mortified but he would not have looked
upon the electors m the light of }e;luus or selfish rivals, nor would they
form & v.luﬂmle body before him for hus ndignation to concentrate oelt
) Sokur: (see X oh Memm
w 4) meeu returning mortified beﬂllse the people had chosen another
person snd not i a8 general —would have been ot only mortfe, bt
aogry and vindictive besides, 1f he had been excluded by a few peers an

Such. m my i‘udgemcnl. 15 the companson which Thucydidés wishes to
w between the effect of disappointment inflicted by the suffrage of a
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Four Hundred, immediately after the news of the proclamation
of the democracy at Samos among the armament Thera-
menés, the leader of this minornty—a man of keen ambition,
clever but unsteady and treacherous#not less ready to desert
his party than to betray his country, though less prepared for
extreme atrocities than many of his oligarchical comrades—
began to look out for a good pretence to disconnect himself
from a p Taking ad: ge of the delu-
ston which the Four Hundred had themselves held out about
the fictitious Five Thousand, he msisted that since the dangers
that beset the newly-formed authonty were so much more
formidable than had been anticipated, 1t was necessary to
populanise the party by enrolling and producing these Five
Thousand as a real nstead of a fictitious body !
numerous and body of d with disapp
ment inflicted by a small knot of ohigarchical peers upon a competitor
among their own number, especially at 2 moment when the expectations of
all these peers are n of the recent acqy of
their power I believe the remark of the historian to be quite just , and
that the disappointment 1 the first case & less intense—less connected with
the sentiment of mjury—and less ikely to lead to active manifestation of
enmity  This 1s one among the advantages of a numerous suffrage

I cannot better illustrate the jealoustes pretty sure to break out among a
small number of Suoior or rival peers, than by the description which Jusun
gives of the leading officers of Alexander the Great immeduately after that
monarch’s death (Justin, xu 2) —

¢ Caeterum, occiso Alexandro, non, ut leets, ita et securi fuere, omnibus
unum locum competentibus nec minus milites invicem se tunebant, quorum
et libertas solutior et favor incertus erat  Jnler 1psos vero @qualitas dis-

/4, nemine tantum cxteros excedente, ut e aliquis se

submtteret

Compare Plutarch, Lysander, ¢ 23

Haack and Poppo think that Suofwr cannot be masculine, because & d
v Spolwy J)\Mvor:ua: would not then be correct, but ought to be, Sxd
7@ dpolwy dAagooduevos 1 should dispute, under all circumstances, the
correctness of this cnticism, for there are quite enough parallel cases to
defend the use of &md here (sce Thucyd 1 17, m 82,19 115, i 28,
&c) But we need not enter into the debate , for the gemtive 7@y duolwy
depends rather upon 73 drofalvorra which precedes, than upon #Aacgod-
pevos which follows , and the preposition dxd 15 what we should naturally
exp ‘o mark this I have put a comma after &wofafvovra as well as
after dpolawy

To show that an opinion 1s not correct, indeed, does not afford certazn
ewidence that Thucydidés may not have advanced it for he might be
mistaken  But it wﬂ“ to count as good presumptive evidence, unless the
words peremptonly bind us to the contrary , which in this case they do
not

! Thucyd. v 86, 2 Of this sentence from ¢ofoluevor down to
nabigrdvas, I only profess to understand the last clause It 1s useless to
discuss the many conjectural amendments of a corrupt text, none of them
satisfactory
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Such an opposttion, formidable from the very outset, became
still bolder and more developed when the envoys returned
from Samos, with an account of their reception by the arma-
ment, as well as of the answer, delivered 1n the name of the
armament, whereby Alkibiadés directed the Four Hundred to
dissolve themselves forthwith, but at the same time approved
of the constitution of the Five Thousand, coupled with the
restoration of the old senate  To enroll the Five Thousand at
once, would be meeting the army halfway, and there were
hopes that at that price a compromise and reconciliation might
be effected, of which Alkibiadés had himself spoken as
practicable* In addition to the formal answer, the envoys
doubtless brought back ntimatton of the enraged feelings

d by the and of their , uncon-
trollable by every one except Alkibiadés, to sail home forthwith
and rescue Athens from the Four Hundred  Hence arose an

that the of the latter could not
last, and an ambiton, on the part of others as well as Thera-
menés, to stand forward as leaders of a popular opposition
agamst it, 1 the name of the Five Thousand 2

Thucyd v 86-89 It 1s alleged by Amdokidés (in an Oraton
delwe(ed ‘many years afierwards before the peaple of Athens—De Red.\m
suo, sect 10-13), that durng this sprng be furnished the armament
Samos with wood proper for the construction of oars—only obtawed by ﬂu
el favour of Avehelaus king of Macedonia, and of which the armament

then stood 1n great need He further alleges, that he afterwards m.-ed
Athens, while lhe Four Hundred were in full dommion, and th

Peisander, at the head of this oligarchical body, threatened his hife ro:
having PR P armament, then at comy with
Athens  Though he saved his life by clioging to the altar, yet he bad to
endure bonds and man:fold hard treatment.

Of these clams which Andokidés purm to the favour of the subsequent
democracy, 1 do not know how much 1s lrue

3 Thucyd v 89 oagéorara Ot abrobs émipe & dv T Idug Tod
*AniBidSov Iﬂx vra, kal br+ airols obk d8bker pdvipor 75 Tis Iryapylas
foeodar cro ol els iuarros xpoaTdrns Tob 3oy Fresdar

This 13 a lemnrknbl: ¢ as indicating what by

15 reall;

wpaardrns 703 Buou—* the leader of a Jmpuln ‘opposttion ? heramends
and the other persons here spoken of did not even mention the name of the

they took up sumply the name of the Five Thousand—yet they
are still called wnnd‘wr “70b Bfuov, nasmuch as the Five Thumlwm:
sort of qualifed democracy, compared (o the Foue Hundred

denote the Iuder ofa pupular pazty, as opposed to an oligar
uhlcnl pnny (see Thucyd m 70, 1v 66, V1 35), in o bt of government
aither entrely democratical, ot least, 1 which the public assembly 15

tly conyoked and decides on many matters of

oo apply the words to any Athemian cxecpt 1n the case now
before us respecting Theramends he does not use the words even with
respect to Kleon, though he employs expresstons which scem equwvalent to
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Agamst this popular opposition, Antiphon and Phrynichus
exerted themselves with demagogic assiduity to caress and keep
together the majonty of the Four Hundred, as well as to
uphold their power without abridgement They were noway
disposed to comply with this requisition that the fiction of the
Five Thousand should be converted into a reality Theyknew
well that the enrolment of so many partners? would be tanta-
mount to a democracy, and would be m substance at least, if
not n form, an annmhilation of their own power They
now gone too far to recede with safety, while the menacing
attitude of Samos, as well as the opposition growing up agamnst
them at home both within and without their own body, served

to them to 1 then for

peace wnth Sparta and to secure the mlmducuon of a Spartan
arnson

& ‘With this view, immediately after the return of their envoys
from Samos, the two most eminent leaders, Antiphon and
Phrynichus, went themselves with ten other colleagues 1n all
haste to Sparta, prepared to purghase peace and the promise
of Spartan aid almost at any price At the same time the
construction of the fortress at Eetioneia was prosecuted with
redoubled zeal , under pretence of defending the entrance of
Pewrzus agamst the armament from Samos, 1if the threat of
their coming should be executed—but with the real purpose of
bringing into 1t a Lacedemonian fleet and army For this
latter object every facility was provided The north-western
corner of the forfication of Pewrzeus, to the north of the
harbour and 1ts mouth, was cut off by a cross wall reaching
southward so as to join the harbour from the southern end of
this cross wall, and forming an angle with 1t, a new wall was
built, fronting the harbour and runming to the extremity of the
mole which narrowed the mouth of the harbour on the northern
side, at which mole 1t met the termimation of the northern wall

it (m 36,1V 21)—avhp Snpaywyds war’ dceivov oy xpbvov bv kal 7§
AhOe mibavbraros, & This 15 very different from the words ‘which e
applies to Periklés—a» ydp Suvardraros 1av kab® davrdy kal Eywy Thy
woasrelay (1 127) Even m respect to Nikis, he puts him i con-
Junction with Pleistoanax at Sparta, and talks of both of them as sweddovres
78 pdiora Ty Hyepoviav (v 16)

Compare the note of Dr Amold onvi 35, and Wachsmuth Hellen
Altenh 1 2, Beylage 1, p 435-4:

Thucyd vin 92 1> v mmm perbxous rogobrous, bvrikpus By

Snlm nyotuevor,

Anstotle (Polit v 5, 4) calls Phrymchus the demagogue of the Four
Hundred , that 1s, the Fe n who most strenuously served zhesr interests
and struggled for #kerr favour
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of Pereus A separate citadel was thus enclosed, defensible
aganst any attack from Peirmus—furnished besides with
distinct broad gates and posterns of 1ts own, as well as with
facihties for admitting an%enemy within 1t?  The new cross
wall was carried 5o as to traverse a vast portico or open market-
house, the largest 1n Perzeus the larger half of this portico
thus became enclosed within the new citadel, and orders were
1ssued that all the corn, both actually warehoused and hereafter
to be imported mto Pewreus, should be deposited theren and
sold out from thence for consumption As Athens was sus-
taned almost exclusively on corn brought from Eubcea and
Isewh since the p P of Dekelela,—the
Four Hundred rendered themselves masters by this arrange-
ment of all the subsistence of the citizens, as well as of the
entrance mto the harbour, either to admit the Spartans or
exclude the armament from Samos ?

Though Theramenés, himself one of the gencrals named
under the Four Hundred, denounced, 1n conjunction with his
supporters, the treasonable puspose of this new citadel—yet the
majonity of the Four Hundred stood to their resolution, so that
the building made rapid progress under the superintendence
of the general Alexiklés, one of the most strenuous of the
ohgarchical faction 8 Such was the habit of obedience at
Athens to an estabhished authonty, when once constituted—
and so great the fear and mustrust ansing out of the general
belef i the reality of the Five Thousand, unknown auxihiaries
supposed to be prepared to enforce the orders of the Four
Hundred—that the people, and even armed citizen hophtes,
went on working at the butlding, 1n spite of their suspicions as
to its design  Though not completed, 1t was so far advanced
as to be defensible, when Antiphon and Phrynichus retumed
from Sparta They had gove thither prepared to surrender

2 Thucyd vin 9092  7d 7eixos Tovro, kal wuAldas Exov, wal drdbovs,
wal émeio s TGy woheplwr, o

T presume that the last expression refers to facilities for admittmg the
enemy exther from the sea side, or from the land sile—that 15 to say, from
the north western corner of the old wall of Peireus, which formed one side
“ge ‘t‘iwk":’"ér” h 60, Germ trans]

e Leahe’s Toy ie Athens, p 269, 270, Germ trans|

P Thueyd vin bac Mpmodbuntas B wal rrads, &e

I agree with the note o M _Didot’s translation, that this portico, or Aa/Z
open on three sides, must be considered as pre existing , not as having:
first bult now, which seems to be the supposition of Colonel Leake, and
the commentators generally

3 Thucyd vin 91,92 "AAeiuchéa, orparydv Svra &k Tis Sryapxlas
xal udAiora mpbs rovs éralpous Terpappdroy, &c
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everything,—not merely their naval force, but their city itself—
and to purchase their own personal safety by making the
demonians masters of Peireus! Vet we read with astomish-
ment that the latter could not be prevailed on to contract a.ny
treaty, and that they nothing but b.
seizing this golden opportunity Had Alkibiadés been now play—
1ng their game, as he had been doing a year earher, immediately
before the revolt of Chios—had they been under any energetic
leaders to 1mpel them mto hearty co-operation with the treason
of the Four Hundred, who combined at this moment both the
will and the power to place Athens n their hands, if seconded
by an adequate force—they might now have overpowered their
great enemy at home, before the armament at Samos could
have been brought to the rescue

Considering that Athens was saved from capture only by the
slackness and stupidity of the Spartans, we may see that the

at Samos had excuse for their eagerness

previously manifested to come home, and that Alkibiadés,
combating that intention, braved an extreme danger which
nothmg but credible good fortune averted Why the
L 1dle, both n P and at
Dekelera, while Athens was thus betrayed and mn the very
throes of dissolution, we can render no account possibly the
caution of the Ephors may have distrusted Antiphon and
Phrynichus, from the mere immensity of their concessions ~ All
that they would promise was, that a Lacedzmonian fleet of
42 tnremes (partly from Tarentum and Lokrn)—now about to
start from Las 1n the Lacoman Gulf, and to sail to Eubcea on
the of ad party n that 1sland—sh
far depart from 1ts straight course as to hover near &gmna and
Peireus, ready to take wdvzntage of any opportunity for attack
laid open by the Four Hundred

Of this squadron, however, even before 1t rounded Cape Malea,
Tl obtamned and 1tasintended
to operate i concert with the Four Hundred for the occupation

} Thueyd vin o1 ’AMAA kal 7obs wokeulovs doayayduevas bvev Terx@y
xal veav EuuBivai, xal dwwooby T& Tis wokews Ixew, e 7Tols ye cluact
o‘pw &3ein doras
meidh of e vis Aaxebalpovos wpéoBeis otbiy mpdlarres dvexd
pv]ﬂa’; s wiot e.,,.,smxgy, g:lc . . » N
ucyd vin 1 Ay 3 i wal 7owdros dmd Tév 7 ar
&xdvraw, kal ob wdvv BiaBoAd pévov Tod Al rermops
‘The reluctant language, 1 which Thucydidés admits the treasonable
concert of Antiphon and his colleagues with the Lacedzmonians, deserves
notice—also ¢ 04, Tdxa puév i kal dxd fuyrenudvoy Adyou, &c
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of Eetionela Meanwhile Athens became daily a scene of
greater discontent and disorder, after the abortive embassy
and return from Sparta of Antiphon and Phrymichus  The
coercive ascendency of the Four Hundred was silently dis-
appearing, while the hatred which their usurpation had mspired,
together with the fear of their traitorous concert with the public
enemy, became more and more loudly mamfested in men’s
private conversations, as well as in gatherngs secretly got
together within numerous houses , especially the house of the
peripolarch (the captain of the peripoli, or youthful hophtes
who formed the chief police of the country) ~Such hatred was
not long n passing from vehement passion intoact Phrynichus,
as he left the Senate-house, wa: dbyt d

one of them a peripolus, or youthful hoplte, in the midst of the
crowded market-place and n full dayhght The man who
struck the blow made his escape, but his comrade was seized
and put to the torture by order of the Four Hundred ! he was
however a stranger, from Argos, and either could not or would
not reveal the name of any directing accomphce Nothing was
obtaned from him except general indications of meetings and
wide-spread disaffection  Nor did the Four Hundred, bemng
thus left without special evidence, dare to lay hands upon
Theramenés, the pronounced leader of the opposition—as we
shall find Kntias doing six years afterwards, under the rule
of the Thuty The assassins of Phrymichus remamning un-

d hed. Th

an p and his
became bolder mn ther opposition than before And the
approach of the L fleet under

which, having now taken station at Epidaurus, had made a
descent on AEgmna, and was hovering not far off Pemwzus,
altogether out of the straight course for Eubcea—lent double
force to all their previous about the dangers
connected with the citadel at Eetioneia

Amudst this exaggerated alarm and discord, the general body
of hoplites became penetrated with aversion,? every day increas-
ing, against the new citadel ~ At length the hoplites of the tribe
1n which Anstokratés (the warmest partisan of Theramenés) was
taxiarch, being on duty and engaged 1n the prosecution of the
buslding, broke out into absolute mutiny agamst 1t, seized the
person of Alexiklés, the general in command, and put him

1 Thueyd v o1 The statement of Plutarch 15 1 many respects
different (Allabiadés, ¢ 25)

3 Thucyd wvin 92 7o 8 péygror, Ty ieAmdy T oTigos radra
dBobAero
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under arrest mn a neighbouring house, while the peripols, or
youthful military police, stationed at Munychia, under Hermon,
abetted them 1n the proceeding® News of this violence was
speedily conveyed to the Four Prundred, who were at that
moment holding session n the Senate-house, Theramenés
himself being present  Their wrath and menace were at first
vented against hum as the instigator of the revolt, a charge
agamst which he could only vindicate himself by volunteering
to go among the foremost for the liberation of the prisoner  He
forthwith started 1n haste for the Pewraeus, accompanied by one
of the generals his colleague, who was of the same political
sentiment as humself A third among the generals, Anistarchus,
one of the fiercest of the ohgarchs, followed him, probably from
mustrust, together with some of the younger Knights (Horsemen
or nchest class i the state) 1dentified with the cause of the
Four Hundred  The ohigarchical partisans ran to marshal them-
selves 1 an 1 g bemng d, that
Alexiklés had been put to death, and that Peirmus was under
armed occupation, while at Petrzus the mnsurgents imagined
that the hoplites from the city were i full march to attack them
For a time all was confusion and angry sentiment, which the
shghtest untoward accident might have inflamed into sanguinary
cwil carnage  Nor was 1t appeased except by earnest entreaty
and remonstrance from the elder citizens (axded by Thucydidés
of Pharsalus, proxenus or public guest of Athens in his native
town) on the rumous madness of such discord when a foreign
enemy was almost at their gates
The perilous excitement of this temporary crisis, which
brought into full daylight every man’s real political sentiments,
proved the ohgarchical faction, hitherto exaggerated in number,
to be far less powerful than had been 1magmned by thewr
opponents  And the Four Hundred had found themselves too
much embarrassed how to keep up the semblance of therr
authonty even 1n Athens itself, to be able to send down any
force for the p of their citadel at Eetioneia ,
though they were reinforced, only eight days before their fall, by
at least one supplementary member, probably in substitution for
some pred who had died? Th

1 Plutarch, Alkibiad ¢ 26, represents Hermon as one of the assassins of
Phrymichus

2°See Lysas, Orat xx pro Polystrato The fact that Polystratus was
only eight days a member of the Four Hundred, before their fall, is repeated
three :f:sunn times 1 this Oration (¢ 2, 4, 5, p 672, 674, 679 Reisk ),
and has all the air of truth
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on reaching Peirzus, began to address the mutinous hoplites in
a tone of 1 displ while A and his
oligarchical companions spoke mn the harshest language, and
threatened them with the force which they imagined to be
presently coming down from the city ~ But these menaces were
met by equal firmness on the part of the hoplites, who even
appealed to Theramenés himself, and called upon him to say
whether he thought the construction of this citadel was for the
good of Athens, or whether 1t would not be better demolished
His opinion had been fully pronounced beforehand, and he
replied, that 1f they thought proper to demolsh 1t, he cordially
concurred  Without further delay, hoplites and unarmed people
mounted pell-mell upon the walls, and commenced the demoli-
tion with alacnity,, under the general shout—* Whoever 1s for
the Five Thousand 1n place of the Four Hundred, let him lend
a hand 1 this work ”  The 1dea of the old democracy was n
every one’s mind, but no man uttered the word , the fear of the
wmaginary Five Thousand still continuing  The work of demoli-
tion seems to have been prosecuted all that day, and not to have
been completed until the next day, after which the hoplites
released Alexiklés from arrest, without doing him any njury !

Two things deserve notice, among these details, as illustrat
ing the Athenian character Though Alexiklés was vehemently

as well as unpop these do no harm
to his person, but content themselves with putting him under
arrest Next, they do not venture to commence the actual
demolition of the citadel, until they have the formal sanction Qf
‘Theramenés, one of the constituted generals The strong habit
of legality, implanted 1n all Athenian citizens by thewr democracy
—and the care, even in departing from 1t, to depart as little as

bl d plainly evid d 1n these 8!

The events of this day gave a fatal shock to the ascendency
of the Four Hundred Yet they assembled on the morrow as
usual in the Senate-house , and they appear, now when 1t was
too late, to have directed one of ther members to draw up a
real lst, giving body to the fiction of the Five Thousand 2

! Thucyd vin 92, 93 In the Oration of Demosthenés (or Deinarchus)
agamst Theokninés (¢ 17, 3 1343) the speaker Epicharés makes allusion
to this destruction of the fort at Eetioneia by Anstokratés, uncle of his
grandfather  The allusion chiefly deserves notice from the erroneous
mention of Krnitias and the return of the Demos from exile—betraying a
complete confusion between the events in the time of the Four Hundred
and those n the time of the Thrty

3 Lysias, Orat xx_pro Polystrato, ¢ 4, p 675 Reisk

This task was confided to Polystratus, a very recent member of the Four
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Meanwhile the hoplites 1n Peirzeus, having finished the levelling
of the new fortifications, took the still more 1mportant step of
entering, armed as they were, mnto the theatre of Dionysus
hard by (in Peirzeus, but on the vesge of Munychia) and there
holding a formal assembly , probably under the convocation of
the general Theramenés, pursuant to the forms of the ante-
cedent democracy  They here took the resolution of adjourn-
g their assembly to the Anakeion, (or temple of Castor and
Pollux, the Dioskuri,) 1n the city itself and close under the
, whither they ly marched and estabhished
themselves, still _retaining therr arms  So much was the
position of the Four Hundred changed, that they, who had
on the preceding day been on the aggressive agamnst a spon-
taneous outburst of mutineers in Peirzus, were now thrown
upon the defensive against a formal assembly, all armed, 1n the
city and close by their own Senate-house  Feeling themselves
too weak to attempt any force, they sent depunes to the
and offer They engaged
to publlsh !he List of Z%e Five Thousand, and to convene them
for the purpose of providing for the penodxcal cessation and
renewal of the Four Hundred, by rotation from the Five
Thousand, i such order as the latter themselves should de-
termme But they entreated that time might be allowed for
effecting this, and that internal peace mught be maintained,
without which there was no hope of defence against the enemy
without Many of the hoplites 1n the city itself joned the
assembly 1n the Anakeion, and took part 1n the debates The
position of the Four Hundred bemng no longer such as to
mspire fear, the tongues of speakers were now again loos
and the ears of the multitude again_opened—for the first time
since the arnval of Peisander from Samos, with the plan of the
olgarchical conspiracy ~ Such renewal of free and fearless
public speech, the pecubiar hife-principle of the democracy, was
not less wholesome 1 tranquillising 1ntestine discord, than m
Hundred, and therefore probably less unpopular than the rest In his
defence after the restoration of the democracy, he pretended to have under-
taken the task much ﬁamsl s will, and to have drawn up a hst contan-
ny 9ooonames nste
probably have been 1 this meeting of the Four Hundred, that
Annphon delwcred Iis oration strongly recommending canoord—n.pa
povolas  All s eloquence was required just now, to brng
ohgarchical party, if posslble, into_ united action ~ Philostratus (Vn_
istar ¢ xv p 500, ed Olear ) expresses great admiration for this
oration, which 15 several times alluded to both by Harpokration and
Suidas  See Westermann, Gesch der Griech Beredsamkeit, Beilage n
P 276
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heigh the of common against the
foreign enemy! The assembly at length dispersed, after
naming an early future time for a second assembly, to bring
about the re-establishmens of harmony, in the theatre of
Dionysus #

On the day, and at the hour, when this assembly i the
theatre of Dionysus was on the pomnt of coming together, the
news ran through Peiwrzus and Athens, that the forty-two
tnremes under the Lacedemoman Agesandndas, having re-
cently quitted the harbour of Megara, were sailing along the
coast of Salams i the direction towards Pewrzus Such an
event, while causing umversal consternation throughout the
city, confirmed all the previous warnings of Theramenés as to the
treasonable destination of the citadel recently demolished, and
every one rejoiced that the had been
Just in time  Foregoing their mtended assembly, the citizens
rushed with one accord down to Peirzus, where some of them
took post to garrison the walls and the mouth of the harbour
—others got aboard the triremes lymng n the harbour—
others, agam, launched some fresh triremes from the boat-
houses nto the water Agesandndas rowed along the shore,
near the mouth of Peirzeus , but found nothing to promuse con-
cert within, or tempt hum to the intended attack ~ Accordingly,
he passed by and moved onward to Sunium 1n a southerly
direction  Having doubled the cape of Sunium, he then
turned his course along the coast of Attica northward, halted
for a httle while between Thorikus and Prasie, and presently
took station at Orépus 8

Though relieved when they found that he passed by
Peireus without making any attack, the Athemans knew that
his destination must now be agamnst Eubcea , which to them
was hardly less important than Peireus, since therr mamn sup-
plies were denved from that island  Accordingly they put to
sea at once with all the triremes which could be manned and
got ready 1n the harbour  But from the hurry of the occasion,
coupled with the mustrust and dissension now reigning, and the

1 Thucyd v 93 T 8¢ wav wAdifos 7ay dwhirdw, & d ToAABY kal
wpds oARobs Adywy yiyvouévay, hribrepoy Ay ) wpdrepoy,
kal 4poBeito udAioTa wepl Tod wavTds ToAiTINOD

® Thucyd vin 93 fuvexdpmoav 3t Gor ds huépay parhy
drrrnolay woiioa v v¢ Awrvaly wepl dpovolas

The definition of time must here allude to the morrow, or to the day
following the morrow at least it seems impossible that the aty could be
left longer than this interval without a government.

# Thucyd vin 94.
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absence of their great naval force at Samos—the crews mustered
were raw and 1ll-selected, and the Poly-
stratus, one of the members of the Four Hundred, perhaps
others of them also, were aboard , anen who had an interest n
defeat rather than victory? Thymocharés the admiral con-
ducted them round Cape Sumwum to Eretria in Eubcea, where
he found a few other tnremes, which made up his whole fleet
to thrty-six sail
He had scarcely reached the harbour and disembarked,
when, without allowing time for lis men to procure refresh-
t—he found himself to fight a battle with the
forty-two ships of Agesandndas, who had just saled across
from Ordpus, and was already approaching the harbour ~ This
surprise had been brought about by the anti-Athenian party in
Eretna, who took care, on the arnval of Thymocharés, that no
provisions should be found in the market-place, so that his
men were compelled to disperse and obtain them from houses
at the extremity of the town , while at the same time a signal
was hoisted, visible at Oropus on the opposite side of the strait
(less than seven mules broad), ndicating to Agesandndas the
precise moment for bringing his fleet across to the attack, with
their crews fresh after the moming meal ~Thymocharés, on
seeing the approach of the enemy, ordered his men al B
but to his disappointment, many of them were found to be so
far off that they could not be brought back 1n time—so that he
was compelled to sail out and meet the Peloponnesians with
ships very inadequately manned In a battle immediately out-
side of the Eretnan harbour, he was, after a short contest,
completely defeated, and his fleet driven back upon the shore
Some of his ships escaped to Chalk:s, others to a fortified post
by the Ath not far from Eretria
yet not less than 22 triremes, out of the whole 36, fell nto the
hands of Agesandridas, and a large proportion of the crews
were slain or made pnisoners  Of those seamen who escaped,
too, many found their death from the hands of the Eretrians,
mnto whose city they fled for shelter ~ On the news of this battle,
not merely Eretria, but also all Eubcea (except Oreus i the

1 Lysas, Orat xx pro Polystrato, ¢ 4, p 676

From another passage in this orstiom, 1t ould scem that Polystratus was
in command of the fie eet—possibly enough, m conjunction with Thymo-
charés, according to a common Athenian practice (c 50 679) His son
who defends him affirms that he was wounded 1 the

Diodorus (xut 34) mentions the discord among the cuws on board these
ships under Thymocharés , almost the only pomnt which we learn from hus
meagre notice of this interesting period



Oligarchy of* Four Hundred 65

north of the 1sland, which was settled by Athenian Kleruchs)
declared 1ts revolt from Athens, which had been intended more
than a year befc d took for di ding 1tself n
concert with Agesandridassand the Beeotians !

Tl could Athens endure a disaster, 1n 1tself so immense and
aggravated, under the present distressed condition of the city
Her last fleet was destroyed , her nearest and most precious
1sland torn from her side, an island which of late had yielded
more to her wants than Atticaitself, but which was now about to
become a_hostile and aggressive neighbour® The previous
revolt of Eubcea, occurring thirty-four years before during the
maximum of Athenian power, had been even then a ternble blow
to Athens, and formed one of the mam circumstances which
forced upon her the humiliation of the Thirty years' truce
But this second revolt took place when she had not only no
means of reconquering the island, but no means even of
defending Peirzus agamnst the blockade by the enemy’s fleet.

‘The dismay and terror excited by the news at Athens was
unbounded, even exceeding what had been felt after the
Sicihan catastrophe, or the revolt of Chios There was no
second reserve now 1n the treasury, such as the thousand
talents which had rendered such essential service on the last-
mentioned occasion  In addition to their foreign dangers, the
Athenians were further weighed down by two intestine calam-
ties 1 th hardly of their own
fleet at Samos, and the discord, yet unappeased, within therr
own walls, wherein the Four Hundred still held provisionally
the rewns of government, with the ablest and most unscrupulous
leaders at ther head In the depth of their despair, the
Athenians expected nothing less than to see the victorious fleet
of Agesandridas (more than sixty triremes strong, including the
recent captures) off the Pemeus, forbidding all importation, and

g them with famine, n wit]
Agis at Dekelenn  The enterprise would have been easy, for
there were neither ships nor seamen to repel him, and his
arnval at this cntical moment would most probably have
enabled the Four Hundred to resume their ascendency, with the
means as well as the d to d

1 Thueyd vn 5, vin 9§

2 Thucyd v 95 To show what Eubcea became at a later peniod,
Demosthends, De Fals Legat ¢ 64, p 409—r& dv EiBofa Rerasevs.
obnodueva Spunrhpia &* uas &c , and Demosthends, De Corona, c
71—lxhovs & % 6dAagoa vvd rav dk Tis EvBolas Spuwperwy Anord
yéyore, &c
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garrison mto the city ! And though the arrival of the Atheman
fleet from Samos would have prevented this extremity, yet it
could not have arnived mn time, except on the supposition of
prolonged blockade Moreover -the mere transfer of the
ﬂee( rom Samos to Athens would have left Toma and the
less agamnst the I and Per-
sians, and would have caused the loss of all the Atheman
empire  Nothing could have saved Athens, if the Lacede-
monians at this juncture had acted with reasonable vigour,
mstead of confining their efforts to Eubcea, now an easy and
certain conquest  As on the former occasion, when Antiphon
and Phrynichus went to Spana pxepared to make any sacrifice
for the purpose of ob aid and
dation—so now, m a still greater degree, Athens owed her
salvation only to the fact that the enemies actually before her
were mndolent and dull t:
under the conduct of Gyhppus’ And this 15 the second
occaston (we may add) on which Athens was on the brink of
Tun 1n consequence of the policy of Alkibiadés in retaining
the armament at Samos
for the Ath, no A appeared off
Perrzus, so that the twenty triremes, which they contrived
to man as a remnant for defence, had no enemy to repel ®
Accordingly the Athenians were allowed to enjoy an interval
of repose which enabled them o recover partially both from
consternation and from intestine discord It was their first
proceeding, when the hostile fleet did not appear, to con-
vene a pubhic assembly, and that too the Pnyx iself, the
habitual scene of the d bl 1
to re-nspire that patriotism which had now bee