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PREFACE

THE Roman lyric poet, when addressing his friend who was
engaged in a work on the Civil War of Rome, says to him,

Paielosze plenum opus dese

Tractas, & incedis per ignes

Suppositos ciueri doloso.
The same may he said to him who undertakes to relate the
Civil War of England; for though two centuries have elapsed,
the passions and parties to which it gave birth still exist.
There are those, of whose poalitical creed it is an article that
Charles |. was without blemish ; there are others, in whose
eyes Pym and Hampden are political saints. To neither of
these parties do | belong: my experience has taught me that
it is not in history that we are to look for faultless characters ;
that uncontrolled power is sure to be abused; that a nation must
have real grievances to complain of when it opposes its govern-
ment ; and that popular assemblies are as tyrannic, and can
as little brook opposition, as any single despot. In that me-
morable contest, | have therefore found much to blame on
both sides, and | have never hesitated to condemn what | did
not approve. The same is the case in the subsequent part;

and if my language should a any time appear too strong, |



Adired of injustice and
01 my history | clam not to be judged
dialed passages.

I commit my brief history of the house of Stuart to the
world, with little fears as to the result. « To satisfy the zedots
on either side, | know to be impossible without an abandon-
ment of truth; but there are those who view the British con-
stitution as progressive, and as brought to its present state
through much suffering and arduous struggles, who regret
neither the despotism of the crown nor that of the Long Par-
liament, and who are content calmly to trace the virtues, the
faults, the errors, the passions, even the vices, of our ancestors,
and to mark how, under Providence, they have co-operated
for find good. It is of such that | seek the approbation ;
and, sanctioned by it, | trust that my work will prove effica
cious in preserving an important portion of the British youth
from politica error, and inspiring them with a love for the
only well-poised constitution that the world has ever seen.

My history of the house of Brunswick, it will be seen, is
little more than a sketch. | dways intended it should be
such ; but | had reckoned on more space for it. As it chiefly
consists of foreign wars and parliamentary debates which to
interest should be given in long detail, | do not regret having
sacrificed it in some measure to the more absorbing theme of
the much-perverted annas of the house of Stuart.

April 21, 1839.



PREFACE. \%

In his preface to the German translation of this work, Dr.
Lappenherg, the author of the History of the Anglo-Saxons,
thus expresses himself: "The German reader will perhaps
wish for more information on the times before the Norman con-
quest, hut in return, the period of the Stuarts is treated at
greater length, and in accordance with its importance in the
history of the world—that period which was the youth of that
constitutional feding which is now hecome amost European,
the time of its acts, its errors, its passions, and itstrials. The
narrative is well arranged throughout, the utmost attention is
paid to chronology, the interesting parts are skilfully expanded,
nothing essential is omitted, and involved relations are as fully
and clearly displayed as was consistent with the limits and the
object of the work." The trandator adds, thatit is " as freeas
possible from party-views and prejudices, and keeps equaly
clear of excess or defect.”

In order to render a work, which has received so much
approbation at home and abroad, as perfect as possible, | have
now carefully revised it and made several additions to it from
the octavo edition, which perhaps it was not wise in the public
to receive with so much indifference, as it might have been
gradualy enlarged and have thus been made more generaly
useful than the present can ever be, owing to its limited
compass.

As since the first publication of this History of England
| have written the History of India at some length, | have
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deemed it advisable to omit the very imperfect sketch of
Indian affairs which had been given in the present volume.
In place of the chapter which contained it | have given a
concluding one, in which | have endeavoured to present a view
of our domestic afairs since the end of the French war, which,
though brief, might be clear and intelligible. | trust that
credit will be given to my assertion of the greatest anxiety to
be impartial, but it is not to be expected that al should agree
with my opinion™. All | will say is, that even if they are
erroneous they arehonest; | belong to no party, and if | seem
to be retrograde and aristocratic in my sentiments, it is not from
any partiality toward the members of our aristocracy as indi-
viduals (for | have hardly any knowledge of them); but because
| believe that, in the moral as in the physical world, harmony
and perfection can only arise from the opposition of forces.
Want of space has prevented me from giving here, as in the
first volume, a list of authorities. But | can assure the reader
that every part has been written direct from the original autho-
rities, most of which | have read through, and al of which I.

have constantly consulted.

Novambe 21, 1853.
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THE

HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

HOUSE OF STUART.—PART I.

CHAPTER I.
JAMES 1.
1603-161:3.

ON the death of queen Elizabeth, the right to the crown of
England lay between the descendants of Margaret and Mary,
daughters of Henry VIL, married to the king of Scotland, and
to Brandon duke of Suffolk. By the last will of Henry VIII.,
sanctioned by an act of the legislature, the crown was settled
on the latter in case of the failure of his own issue. The lega
right, therefore, of the house of Suffolk was beyond dispute.
But, on the other hand, the general feeling in favour of primo-
geniture and hereditary right was too strong to be thus over-
come; and the advantages to be derived from the accession
of the king of Scotland were so great, that the nation readily
acquiesced in the last disposition of the late queen, and James
was proclaimed with as little opposition as if he had been an
heir-apparent.

During the latter years of queen Elizabeth, the jesuited por-
tion of the catholics* had been in secret correspondence with

* The English cathdlics were divided into two parties ; the jesuited, as
th%were named, that is, the adherents of the Jesuits, and the followers
of the seculer dergy.

VOL. II. B



2 JAMES I. [1603.

the king of Spain about asserting the claim of his daughter,
the Infanta; while others, with the sanction of the pope, who
did not wish to aggrandize too much the house of Austria,
looked to Arabella Stuart, daughter of the younger brother of
James' father, alleging that her birth within the realm obviated,
in law, her defect of primogeniture ; for though Arabella was
a protestant, they had some hopes of her conversion. They
did not, however, fed themselves strong enough to make any
efforts in her favour; and James, who had long been in secret
communication with the court of Rome and the English catho-
lics, had given them reason to expect that they might expect
freedom from molestation, at the least, under his dominion.

After the death of Essex, sir Robert Cecil had entered into
close and secret relations with the king of Scotland, engaging
to remove al difficulties in the way of his peaceful succession.
His efforts had been completely successful; and James, on re-
ceiving due notification of his having been proclaimed, prepared
to' set forth for the Land of Promise, as he termed it to his
hungry and longing favourites. The change was to him great
indeed; he was about to pass from a throne of most scanty
revenues, and a realm where the royal authority was continu-
ally thwarted by a turbulent, ferocious nobility, and a morose,
domineering clergy, to a kingdom where the regal power had
long been nearly uncontrolled, and where the revenues of the
crown were splendid and ample.

On the 5th of April James departed from Edinburgh. "When
he entered England, the people everywhere poured forth in
joyous crowds to greet him ; and the nobles, as he proceeded,
entertained him sumptuously at their houses. But the con-
trast was striking between him and their late glorious sovereign.
When Elizabeth was on a progress, she was splendidly habited;
her people had free access to her, and their proofs of affection
were received with smiles and with courteous expressions,
blended with the majesty and dignity inseparable from her air
and mien. They beheld their new monarch meanly attired,
(for he cared not for dress; his clothes being always of one
fashion, quilted so as to be stiletto-proof, and worn till they
were in rags), his person ungraceful, his limbs feeble, his gait
what, in the didect of his country, is termed ' todlin." His
tongue was too large for his mouth, and thus augmented the
uncouthness of his broad northern accent. Under pretext of
its enhancing the price of provisions, he forbade the resort of
people to him on hisway; he adlowed ladies, it is said, to kneel
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to him, and spoke in language derogatory of the fair sex in
general. At Newark he ordered a pick-pocket, taken in the
fact within the range of the court, to be executed without trial*.
In short, by the time he reached London his popularity was
well nigh gone.

On his approach to the capital, James took up his abode for
some days at Theobalds in Hertfordshire, the residence of sir
Robert Cecil; during which time he formed his council, by
adding to that of the late queen's the following Scots : the duke
of Lennox, the earl of Mar, lord Hume, lord Kinloss, sir George
Hume, and sir James Elphinstone. A proclamation was issued,
holding forth hopes of a mitigation of the evils of monopolies,
purveyance, and protections in law-suits. The king then began
to shower his honours with a lavish hand on his subjects of
both nations. Knighthood, for example, was bestowed with
such profusion, that in the course of three months he had con-
ferred that honour on not less than seven hundred persons. A
pasquinade was affixed to St. Paul's, entitled A Help for weak
Memories to retain the Names of the Nobility.

The principal titles conferred were as follows: Cecil was
created successively baron Essingdon, viscount Cranburne, and
earl of Salisbury ; lord Buckhurst was made earl of Dorset;
and lord Pembroke's brother Philip earl of Montgomery ; the
chancellor Egerton became baron of Ellesmere. James also, to
evince his gratitude to the friends of himself and his mother,
released the earl of Southampton from the Tower, and restored
him and the son of the carl of Essex to their estates and
honours. He admitted into the council Thomas Howard, the
son, and Henry, the brother of the late duke of Norfolk ; and
some time after, he created the former earl of Suffolk, and the
latter earl of Northampton. He also restored the title of
Arundel and Surrey to Thomas son of Philip, the eldest son of
that unhappy duke.

Ambassadors from foreign powers now arrived to congratu-
late James on his accession. Henry IV. of France sent his
friend and minister, the marquess Rosni (afterwards duke of
Sully), to study the character of the new monarch, and try to
induce him to join in an extensive league against the house of
Austria.  Sully, on his arrival, prepared to put himself and
suite in deep mourning, out of respect to the memory of the

* "l hear our new king," writes sir J. Harrington, " has hanged one
man before he was tried; it is strangely done: now if the Wmd loweth
thus, why may not a man be tried before he has offended ?

2
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late queen; but he gave up the design, on being assured by
the resident ambassador that he should thereby give mortal
offence at court*. He found James so bent on peace with
Spain, that he would only engage to aid the Dutch underhand.
Sully's opinion of the British monarch is briefly and truly given
in his expression, that he was " the wisest fodl in Christendom."

Here it may be useful to give some further account of king
James. He was now thirty-six years of age; his education
had been confided to the celebrated George Buchanan ; but
though the tutor had been one of the ablest assertors of the
doctrine that al power proceeds from the people, to whom the
holder is answerable for the exercise of it, the pupil had adopted
the most extravagant ideas of the extent of the roya preroga
tive. Flattered by courtiers, and regarding himself as the re-
presentative of the endless line of Scottish monarchs, and of
the Saxon and Norman lines in England, he considered the
people as made for kings, who are to them as the shepherds to
their flocks, and are accountable to God aone for their trust.
As he was learned, and wrote with facility, he had embodied
his notions in a work for the use of his son, which he named
the Basilikon Doron, or Royal Gift, He had also published
works on demonology and other subjects but little suited to
the pen of a monarch. Hewas in efect a royal pedant (avery
rare character), with large stores of acquired knowledge, with
shrewdness and sagacity, but wanting wisdom. By himself
and his flatterers he was styled the British Solomon .

By his union with Anne, sister of the king of Denmark,
James had now two surviving sons, Henry and Charles, and
one daughter, Elizabeth. The queen was a woman of a cheer-
ful, lively disposition, fond of amusement and gaiety. Prince
Henry, as he grew up, developed a character every way the
opposite to that of his father.

James was hardly well-seated on his throne, when a double
conspiracy, it was said, was formed against him. The one was
named the Bye, the Surprise, or the Surprising Plot, for
reasons which will presently appear. The chief actors in it
were two secular popish priests, named Watson and Clarke ;

* mafa:tanltosmd(slightirggof_ Hlizabeth ; but as he offeed to
gopear as chif moume & her funerd, his forbidding mourning & court
mey have hed its source in his averson fran goom ; he did the ssame on
the deeth of his ovn son, L

f Heay IV., on hearing this, sad he hoped he was not the son of
David théfiddler.
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sir Griffin Mark ham, a catholic gentleman; George Brooke,
brother of lord Cobham (who himself had knowledge of it),
and lord Grey of Wilton, the head of the puritans. Common
discontent was the only principle of union among these dis-
cordant elements. Their plan was to surprise and seize the
king, then convey him to the Tower or to Dover Castle, and
oblige him when there to grant a full pardon to al concerned,
secure toleration to the catholic religion, and dismiss his privy
council. Watson, it was said, was then to be chancellor,
Brooke treasurer, Markham principal secretary, and Grey mar-
shal and master of the horse. This last however, finding the
catholics to predominate in their councils, made a pretext to
withdraw himself from them ; and one thing or another causing
the execution to be deferred, Cecil came to the knowledge of
it*, and the principal conspirators were arrested.

The other plot was named the Main, or the Spanish Trea-
son. The chief parties in this were said to be sir Walter Ra
leigh, lord Cobham, and George Brooke. Its object, as was
asserted, was to place Arabella Stuart on the throne by the aid
of a Spanish army and Spanish money. Brooke formed the
link between the Main and the Bye. When the latter plot
was discovered, Raleigh was arrested as a suspicious person;
but as he was really ignorant of it, nothing could be brought
against him, and he was dismissed. A letter, however, which
he wrote to Cobham, to put him on his guard, having been
intercepted, they were both committed to the Tower.

The court being at Winchester on account of the plague, the
two priests, Brooke and Markham, with sir Edward Parham,
and two other gentlemen, were arraigned there on the 15th of
November. Parham was acquitted, al the rest were found
guilty. On the 17th Raleigh was brought to trial. The only
evidence against him was the declaration of Cobham; for when
hewas on his examination (July 20), he was shown a note from
Raleigh to Cecil, hinting that he had intelligence with Arem-
berg, the Spanish minister, and he then declared that he would
tell al the truth; and he reveded what he said was Raleigh's
project. Against this Raleigh produced a letter, written sub-
sequently by Cobham, fully acquitting him ; in reply to which,
the counsel for the crown gave in aletter written by Cobham
only the night before, repeating his charge. The prosecution
was conducted in the most virulent manner by sir Edward

* Heis sad to have had his information from the Jeswit party.
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Coke, then attorney-general. Raleigh defended himself with
great skill, temper, and dignity; but the jury (which was a
packed one), insufficient as the evidence was, found him guilty,
and he was sentenced to die. To use Raleigh's own words,
" it was as unjust a condemnation, without proof and testimony,
as ever man had." The king himsdf, as Raleigh afterwards
asserted, prayed that he might never be tried by a Middlesex
jury. Itisaso said, that when Coke heard, as he was walk-
ing in the castle garden, that the jury had found Raleigh
guilty of high treason, he said, " Surely thou art mistaken : |
myself accused him but of misprision of treason." Osborne
says that " some of the jury were afterwards so touched in
conscience as to demand of Raleigh pardon on their knees."

On the following Friday Cobham was tried by his peers.
He behaved in the most abject manner possible, throwing the
whole blame on his brother and Raleigh. He was found guilty
without hesitation. Next day Grey was arraigned : he de-
fended himself with great spirit and ability; but the evidence
was too strong against him, and he aso was condemned.

The two priests were hung, and emboweled in the usual bar-
barous manner, before they were dead. Brooke was beheaded.
Markham was led to the scaffold.  Just then a messenger came
from court, and whispered to the sheriff, who gave the prisoner
two hours' respite, and took him away. Grey was next brought
out, but the sheriff withdrew him aso, saying that Cobham
was to precede him.  Cobham, when he came on the scaffold,
" did much cosen the world," for he showed the greatest firm-
ness and resolution. He expressed his sorrow for his bffence
to the king, and "took it upon the hope of his soul's resurrec-
tion, that what he had said of Raleigh was true." The sheriff
then told him that he must be confronted with some other per-
sons. Grey and Markham were immediately led forth ; and
while they gazed on each other with amazement, the sheriff
announced to them that the king granted them their lives.
Markham was banished the kingdom; Cobham was deprived
of his offices and estates, and he died some years dfter in the
utmost misery. Grey remained a prisoner in the Tower till his
death, in 1614. Raleigh's life dso was spared for the present.

The preceding drama was a device of the king's, who was
certainly not a man of blood. It is quite evident that one ob-
ject in view was, to obtain what might be regarded as Cobham's
dying assertion of the guilt of Raleigh ; for (though cowards
sometimes die with courage) there seems reason to think that
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Cobham's magnanimity was the result of his knowledge of his
life not being in danger. The king was inimical to Raleigh as
the enemy of Essex, and as one of those who had proposed
that he should be permitted to mount the throne only on cor,
ditions. Cecil was now the enemy of Raleigh, whose talents
he feared; and on the whole, we think there is some proba-
bility in the hypothesis of Cobham's being merely the tool of
him and lord Henry Howard in fixing the charge of treason on
Raleigh, who might thus be immured for the rest of his days.
It is probable that there was no intention of touching his life.
The intrigue with Spain, with which Raleigh was charged,
seems contrary to the tenor of his whole life and actions*.
The next affair which occupied the attention of king James
was one more congenial to his disposition. When he was on
his way to London from Scotland, the puritan clergy presented
their Millenary petitionf, praying for reformation in the church.
They desired that the sign of the cross should not be made in
baptism, or that rite be administered by women; the ring to be
disused in marriage ; confirmation to be abolished; the clergy
not to wear the cap and surplice, or teach the people to bow
at the name of Jesus ; the service to be curtailed, and the Apo-
crypha not to be read as part of it; church music to be re-
formed ; the Lord's day not to be profaned, or the observation
of other holidays enjoined. They adso prayed that none but
able men should be ordained, and that they should be obliged
to reside on their cures ; that hishops should not hold livings
in commendam; that men should not be excommunicated for
small matters, etc. The two universities forthwith set forth
violent declarations against the petitioners, and in favour of the
present state of the church. The king, being brought up in
the kirk of Scotland, which rejected all that was complained
of, could not with decency slight the petition. He therefore
issued (Oct. 24) a proclamation for a conference between the
two parties to be held in his own presence at Hampton Court.
The conference commenced on the 14th of January, 1604.
On the side of the church appeared the primate 