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PREFACE

HE first volume of the Seclections from the Letters,
Despatches and other Statec Papers in the Military
Department of the Government of India, 1857-58, contained
the documents from the first outbreak of disaffection to the
siege and storming of Delhi by the English troops. The
second and third volumes contained in a similar form all
papers relating to the mutiny at Lucknow and the defence
of the Residency by the garrison ; General Havelock’s march
from Allahabad and the first relief of Lucknow ; General
Outram’s defence of Lucknow ; Sir Colin Campbell’s relief
of Lucknow in November 1857 ; General Outram’s defence of
the Alumbagh ; General Windham’s defence of Cawnpore ; Sir
Colin Campbell’s storming and capture of Lucknow ; all
documents relating to the outbreak at Cawnpore, the defence
of the intrenchment, and the massacre of the survivors.
The present volume contains in a similar form all papers
relating to Sir Hugh Rose’s campaign in Central India from
the capture of Rathghur and the action at Barodea to the
siege and storming of Jhansi, 3rd April 1858 ; all the docu-
ments detailing the operations attending the capture of
Calpee on the 24th May 1858 ; all the despatches and reports
relating to the Gwalior operations, from the march from
Calpee on the 6th of June to the capture of the Rock of
Gwalior, held to be one of the strongest and most important
fortresses in India. '

In the intrnduction to the present volume the history of
the Central Indian Campaign, one of the most glorious
achievements in the military annals of England, is told from
the despatches of Sir Hugh Rose and the respective
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commanders and brigadiers. They have been collated with
diaries and letters, and gertain errors rectified and obscure
points cleared. In the Central Indian Campaign no army,
but a small body of good fighting men, led by a chief always
ready to face tremendous risks, marched in the hottest and
most deadly season of the year from the confines of Western
India to the waters of the Jumna, a distance of a thousand
miles. They made their way across rugged plateaux where
roads were mere tracks and towns few and far between;
they toiled through dense jungles where the Bhil hunter
roamed undisturbed ; they crossed broad rivers, swollen with
the rain which fell on the mountains ; they torced formidable
passes ; they fought and won pitched Dbattles, and they
stormed the strongest forts. The capture of Jhansi must
rank with the great actions recorded in British annals. A
force consisting of an incomplete division had laid siege to a
strong fortress and a walled city, defended by a desperate and
disciplined garrison morc than double its number, and
supplied with all the munitions of war. The Bombay Sepoy
and the Madras Sapper vied with the British soldier in
patience, endurance of privation, and fatigue. Then, in light
of day, this handful of men stormed the lofty walls, and,
after four days’ strenuous fighting, the city was captured.
'The taking of Calpee, a natural fortress on a high bald rock
rising from the Jumna, completed the plan which the
Government of India had drawn up for the Cenftral India
Field Force. But the occupation of Gwalior by Tantia
Topee and the Rance of Jhansi compelled Sir Hugh Kose,
leaving a small garrison at Calpee, to make a very rapid
march in summer heat to Gwalior with the remainder of
his troops, and to fight and gain two actions on the road, one
at Morar Cantonments, the other at Kotah-ka-Serai. They
arrived, from great distances and by bad roads, at their posts
before Gwalior on the day appointed, the 19th of June; and
on that same day carried by assault all the enemy’s positions
on strong heights and in most difficult ground ; taking one
battery afier another, twenty-seven pieccs of artillery in the
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action, twenty-five in the pursuit, besides the guns in the
fort, the old city, the new city, and finally the rock of
Gwalior.! On the 28th of June Sir Robert Napier marched
from Gwalior in pursuit of the enemy, and by a daring feat
of arms closed the Central Indian Campaign.

Miss L. M. Anstey has rendered me great service in the
correction of the proofs of the Introduction and the State
Papers—a tedious and difficult task when dealing with
printers who do not know a word of English. She has also
collated the proofs with the despatches published in the
Government of India Gazctte, the London Gazette and the
Parliamentary Papers of the time, and has assisted me
in reconciling many discrepancies ih the contemporary
narratives. Mr. F. G. Stokes, besides making many sugges-
tions, has contributed the exhaustive index, which will be of
service to the students of war. .

The sources of the narrative as in the previous volumes
are State documents, but the Introduction has no official
character or authority.

GEORGE WILLIAM FORREST.
Irrury, OxoN ;
June 1912,

1 8ir Hugh Rose’s Despatch, 18th October 1858.
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INTRODUCTION

BUNDELCUND or the country of the Bundelas* is a strip of country Bundelcund,
about half the size of Scotland, lying south or gouth-west of the Jumna, and
separated by that river from the wide open Gangetic plain, Both on
physical and ethnical grounds it should naturally be included among the
stateg of Central India. During the expiring convulsions of the Muham- Jgansi,
madan Empire one of the Mahratta free lances seized the state of
Jhansi, a fragment of Bundelcund, and had his elaim by conquest confirmed
by a Sanad from his Master, the Peshwa. He and his successors governed
it under the title of Subahdar as a vassal of the Peshwa. In 1817 the
Peshwa ceded the state of Jhansi to the British, and its new rulers
acknowledged the hereditary title of the local ruler, and fifteen years
later advanced him to the dignity of Rajah. Tn 1835 he died after having
adopted a son, Sir Charles Metealfe, then Governor of Agra, however
decided that in the case of chiefs who may hold lands or enjoy revenues
under grants such as are issued by Sovereigns to subjeots, the power
which made the grant had a right to resume it on failure of heirs male,
The British Government refused to recognise the adopted son and selected
a great uncle to succeed to the principality. He was an incapable
leper and, having oppressed and misgoverned for three years, he died
childless. After an investigation by a Commission of the pretensions 'of
geveral ‘olaimants, the British Government selected the brother of the
deceased Rajah to be his sucesssor. Meanwhile oppression and disorder
had become so rampant in the state that the British Government had to
do what they have had todo in the case of many Native States—undertake
its direct management. And with the same result. After establishing

*Bundelas, n tribe who claim to be Rajputs, They give s name to the province of
Bundelkhand (corroptly Bundeleund), They are descended from the Garhwars of Kantit
and Khairagarh, and first settled in Bundelkhand in the 13th or 14th century. Balfowr’s
Cyclopadia of India,

B



2 INTRODUCTION

order and reforming every branch of the administration and developing
the revenues of the State, they handed over the immediate control of the
principality to the Rajah whom they bad sclected. He governed for
eleven ycars with little ability and less energy. No son was born to him,
but on his death bed (1853) he adopted a son. His widow, who united
the martial spirit of the Mahratta soldier with the subtlety of the Deccan
Brahmin, demanded the succession for the boy. Colonel Low, one of the
Members of Council who had opposed the annexation of the great central
tract of India known as Nagpore, clearly pointed out in a Minute the
distinction between Sovereign Native States and dependent Native States.
“The Native rulers ot Jhansi,” he wrote, “ were ncver Sovereigns, they
were only subjects of a Sovereign, first of the Peshwa, and latterly of the
Company, the Government now had a full right to annex the lands of
Jhansi to the British administration.” TLord Dalhousie declared in an
official paper that ““as the Rajah had left no heir of his body, and there
was no male heir of any Chief or Rajah who had ruled the principality
for half a century, the right of the British Government to refuse to
acknowledge the present adoption was unquestionable”” The Governor-
General had also to consider the wide-spread misery brought upon the
people of the state by the two first rulers we had placed in power, and he
beld “that sound policy combines with duty in urging that the British
Government, in the ease of Jhansi, should act upon its right, should refuse
to recognise the adoption, and should take possession of Jhansi as an
escheat.” The Court of Directors, who had laid down the principle that
the right of adoption, while creating a right to inherit the private property
and personal status of a deceased dependent Native Prince, did not earry
with it the right to succeed to his political functions nor to the Government
of the State except by the consent of the Paramount Power, concurred
in the views of the Governor<General and Jhansi,was brought under
the direct administration of the Government of India. An ample pension*
was granted to the widow of the late Rajah : and she was called upon to
pay the debts of her late husband. The Ranee protested in vain against
the decision of the Government, and the Mahratta Queen, tall in stature,

# 4 The British Government regarded her anger and her remonstrances with careless
indifference, They did what was worse, they added meanness to insult. On the conflsca.
tion of the State they had granted to the widowed Ranes a pension of £8,000 a year. The
Ranee had first refused, but had ultimately agreed to accept this pensfon, Her indignation
way be imagined when she found berself called upon to pay out of a sum which she
regarded as a mere pittanco the debts of her late husband.” History of the Indian Muting,
Kaye and Mallesos. Six thousand poundsper sunum can be hardly regarded as & mere
pittance. Eight thousand was the sum granted to the Peshwa. -
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handsome in person, young, energelic, proud and unyielding, from that
moment indulged the stern passions of anger and revenge. The news of
the Mutiny at Meerut on the 18th of May inspired her with the hope
of gratifying them. She dexterously employed religious mendicants, the
dark engines of fanaticism always to be found in India, {o fan among the
people the embers of religious hate caused by the open slaughter of kine for
the purpose of food amid a Hindu population. She used them to increase
the fear and religious passion which bad been aroused among the sepoys by
the question of the greaced cartridges and to scatter among them the seeds
of disloyalty and contention. Though we had lately annexed a country with
“a brave and turbulent population, there were no English troops to guard its
capital. There was a detachment of Foot Artillery, the left wing of the
12th Regiment of Native Infantry, the head-quarfers and the right wing
of the 14th Irrepular Cavalry, Captain Dunlop of the 12th commanded the
garrison, and Captain Alexander Skene was the Political Officer in charge
of the State. The troops were cantoned a little distance from the walled city
which was overlooked by a fortress on a high granite vock or kopje.
Near the walls of the town were several large temples and groves of
tamarind trees, and on the cast and west were belts of high basalt hills.
A short distance away to the south lay the bungalows of the officials,
the gaol, the Star fort occupied by the Artillery who guarded the treasure-
chests, and the lines of the men. On the afternoon of the 1st of June,
a company of the 12th Regiment of Native Infantry ¢ raised the standard
of revolt and invited all men of the deen (religion) to flock to their
standard offering to remunerate each man for his services at the rate of
twelve rupees per month.”* They marched into the Star Fort and took
possession of it. Captain Dunlop, of whom Sir Hugh Whecler had
reported that “he was a man for tho present crisis "’t at once paraded the
rest of the 12th and the cavalry, atd they eaid they would stand by him
That night Captain Turnbull, Fnsign Taylor, Quarter Master Sergeant
Newton, and I icutenant Turnbull of the Revenue Survey slept in the
lines of the 12th rogiment Native Infantry, and Lieutenant Campbell
slept in the lines of the Irregular Cavalry. Nothing occurred. The men
were again paraded in the morning aud renewed their jrofessions of
devotion to their officers. Captain Dunlop spent the morning at the
quarter guard preparing shells for his intended assault on the Star Maga-
zine In the afternoon, as he was returmng from the Poet Oﬂice

. Wmtten depontwn of a Native of Benyal, Appendiz A.
+ Captuin P. G. Scot's Report, Appendiv 4.

B R
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accompanied by Ensign Taylor,* he was saluted on nearing the parade by
shots from some men of his regiment. Dunlop fell dead and Taylor
severely wounded. “ Two havildars and a sepoy hid the latter under a
charpoy (bed) but to no purpose.t *’ The troopers, following the lead
of the infantry, shot Lieutenant Campbell who was attached to them.}
“ But though wounded he kept his seat on his fleet charger which enabled
‘bira by overleaping a gate to escape into the fort without further injury. ’’§
Lieutenant Turnbull “so warmhearted and anxious to do good and
to benefit others was on foot and failed to reach the fort. He took
refuge in a tree, was seen to climb it and was shot down.”” The mutineers
breaking up into bands proceeded to set fire to the bungalows and to
release the conviets from the gaol. A party consisting of 50 sowars and
800 sepoys then approached the town with two guus and a number of
Customs and Police chuprassees| led by the gaol daroga ¥ in their
train and the doors of the Orcha gate were thrown open to them to the
cry ‘of deen ka jai.¥* The Ranee placed guards at her gate and shut
herself up in her palace. Captain Gordon sent an urgent message
soliciting her assistance at this crisis, but this was refused, as the mutineers
threatened to put her to death and to set fire to her palace in case of her
compliance with Captain Gordon’s request. The Ranee’s guards then
joined the mutineers. The whole body now marched towards the Town
‘Fort with the intention of taking it by assanlt, but when they drew near
it, the garrison received them with sich a well-directed fire that they fell
back in confusion.

The garrison, including women and children, were only 55 in number.
Lieutenant Burgess of the Revenue Department and some of his European
and Eurasian subordinates resided in the fort. When the mutineers seized
the Star Magazine and to stay in cantonments was fraught with

® The young lad had been with his brothers, and had made great haste to rejoin on
the Mutinies breaking out at other stations, He reached Jhansi a few days before he was
slain,
4 Written deposition of a Native of Bengal, Appendiz A.
1 “Lieutenant Campbell of the 16th Native Infauntry, theonly officer present with the
14th Xrregulars,” Captain P. G. Scot's Report, Appendiz A.
§ Weitten deposition of a Native of Bengal, Appendix A.
IChuprassy. H. Chaprase, the bearer of a Chapras, i.e, abadge plate inscribed with
. the name of the officer to whom the bearer is attached. The chaprdsi is an office messenger
‘or henchman bearing such a badge on a cloth or leather belt, Hobson-Jobson, by Colonel
Henry Yule, B.E., C.B., and. 4. C. Burnell, P,D. C.I.E.
4 Daroga, P, and H. Darogha. *¢ The chief Native Officer in various departments undex
the native government, a superintendent, 8 manager, but in later times he is especially the
head of a police, custoins, or excise station.” Jbid.
%% Doen ka jai, i.e., Victory to the faith !
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considerable danger, the permanent residents were joined by Major
Skene, his wife and two children, Captain Gordon of the Madras
Native Infantry, Dr. McEgan, 12th Bengal Native Infantry, and his
wife, Lieutenant Powys, 61st Bengal Native Infantry on Civil Employ
in the Canal Department, his wife and child, Mrs. Browne, wife of Dr.
Browne, Deputy Commissioner of Jalowan, ¥ and her child and sister, and
the English and Eurasian subordinates in the different departments of
the Government. Dunlop and his comrades immediately proceeded to
lay in provisions, arms and ammunition. They piled up huge stones
behind the gates to prevent their being burst open. The women assisted
the men “in cooking for them sending them refreshments, and casting
bullets.”” The scanty garrison were able by skilful concentration and a
well-directed volley to scatter their assailants when they made their first
assault, but they had neither guns nor provisions to withstand a regular
siege. The besiegers were busy during the night in planting their guns
for their next attack. The besieged held a council of war, It was deci-
ded to send three of the garrison to the Rance to ask her fo use her
influence to enable them to procced unmolested to some place of refuge
within British territory. The following morning Messrs. Andrews,
Purcell and Scott issued from the fort, disguised as Mussulmans, with
the intention of seeing the Quecen and obtaining her aid, but the feint
being discovered, the gentlemen were taken to her palace. She did not
even condescend to honour them with an interview, but ordered them to
be carried before the mutinous resseldart for orders. Her words were to
the effect “she had no concern with the English swine” This was a
sighal of death. ¢ The thrce gentlemen were then dragged out of the
palace. Mr. Andrews was killed before the very gates of the Ranee’s
residence by Jharoo Cumar’s son supposed to be & personal enemy of bis,
and the other two were despatched beyond the walls of the town,”” 1In
the afternoon a second attémpt was made to surprise the fort by breaking
open a gate, but the hesieged succeeded in repelling the invaders who
retreated after stationing guards at the gateway as they had done the
preceding day.
The mutineers now began to plunder indiscriminately not only the
houses of Europeans but also of some of the leading natives in the town.

# « Jglaun is the Northern District of the Jbhansi Division, situnted in the tract of country
west of the Jumna, known as Bundelkiand.” Huster’s Imperial Gacetteer of India.

$¢ Resseldar,” Ar. P. H, Risiladir. Now applied to the native officer who commands a
ressala or troop in one of our regiments of Irregular Horse. Hobson-Jobson, by Ywle and
Burnell.
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“The Bengalees were specially singled out for vengeance because one
of them, the post office writer, had concealed Mr. Fleming in his house,
and the mutineers had succeeded in tracing him out, and murdering Mim
in the Baboo’s house,” They tbreatened with instant death, as the Bengalee
witness tells us, the Ranee if she refused to throw in her lot with the rebels.
* 8he accordingly consented and supplied them with a reinforcement of
1,000 men and two heavy guns which she had ordered to be dug out of
the earth. They had been buried three years ago.” During the night
they and the guns of smaller calibre from the cantonment were placed in
position and all opened next morning, but they made little impression on
the walls of the fort. The marksmen however so galled the garrison that
“Captain Gordon was shot through the head when he exposed himself
at the parapet.”” * The besieged answered vigorously and,Skene and Burgess
being good shots, their rifles laid many low. For hours the little band
held their foes at bay. Then they had to contend not only against
the enemy without but with traitors within their gates. A native who
was inside the fort states * that Licutenant Powys was found by Captain
Burgess and others lying bleeding from a wound in the neck, and was
able {o say that four men beside him had attacked him, the four were
immediately put to death.” 'lhe native informant who was in the
city says that Lieutenant Powys raw a Kbitmutgar (table servant) of
Captain Burgess attempt to pull down the stones that closed the fort
gates and shot him, that this man’s brother cut Licutenant Powys down
w1th hlS tulwar, and was mst.xntly shot down by Lxeutenant Bvugess +

e ‘A navive wino was in iLe fort said he was knuhnﬂf over pullma up a busket, some
syce (groom) in the lower enclogure had filled with wheat. A native who was in the city
at the time said he was firing at the assailants ; but both agreed that he (Captain Gordon)
was shot in the head when exposing himsclf at the parapet.’ Captain P, G. Scot’s
Report. Appendix 4.

Mrs. Mutlow in her statement writes < Mondny, about cight*o’clock in the morning,
Mr. Gordon was shot, the Illegiment Subadar wiote to Captain Skeuc to come out of the
fort raying, ¢ we will not kill any of you, we will send you all to your own country’; so
Captain Skene wroto to the Ranee totell the sepoys totake theiroath and to sign her name
on the letter, all the Hindoos took their oath:- ¢if any of us touch your people just aswe eat
beef’s and those Mussulmans tcok their oath,* if any of us.touch you just as we eat pork.
And the Rance signed her naine on the top of the lester and it was given to Captain
Skene. Assoon as he read the nuto cvery one was agreed to i’  dppendiz 4.

+The Bengnles 818, “then a Kherkie or secret door was treacherously thrown open
by the natives withn, Captain Powys shot and killed one of the traitors, but was shot
dead in veturn by the brother of the man he had slain, The handful of Europeans in the
fort were now for u wmoment paralysed—they knew not how to overcome such odds from
within and without. Thev, however, mustered courage, and when thoy obscrved that a
rush was made fiom outside through the passage, they all asconded the terrace of a high
building in the fort, axd thence kept firing on the enemy below. 'The latter then proposed
a pailey, promising to allow the Europcans to quit the fort unmolested provided they
surrgndered themselves and their arms to them.” Appendia 4.
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The supply of ammunition was now nearly exhausted and the stock of
provisions seriously diminished. There was no hope of succour. The
men might die fighting their way ‘out. Buf the women and children
bad to be considered. Reluctantly they ¢ were induced to open the gates
relying on the most solemn promises made to Major Skene that the
lives of all would be spared.””* About 4 or 5 P.m. the news spread
through the town that the garrison were coming down from the fort.
“] also went to the gateway,’” says a native scrvant,  when my
master with mem sahib and other officers came down, I saluted him
and could not help .weeping. The sowars and scpoys pelted us with
stones and obliged us toseparate. All the officers went to one side and
the servants joined me.” Men, women and children were taken to a
garden near the city and all were slaughtcred without wmercy. Three
days after the bodies were gathered together and buried in a pit. Skene,
while he was awaiting the last stroke, told a sepoy who was standing
beside him “that it was idle for the mutineers to hope that England
would be denuded of all her bold sons by the destruction of the handful
of men that were now at their merey.” On the accursed city which had
sinned with tho sepoys the wrath of the bold and patient British Soldier
was not long in falling.

About two hundred miles castward of Jlhansi lis the station of
Nowgong which was garrisoned at the time by the Right Wing and head-
quarters 12th Regiment Native Infantry (strength about 400 bayonets).
the Left Wing of the 14th Irregular Cavalry (strength about 219 men)
and the 4th Company 9th battalion of Native Artillery (strength about
06 men) with No, 18 Light lield Battery attached. The force thus
mainly consisted of regiments which bad one wing stationed at Jhansi.
At the end of April, the disaffection shewed itself as at Barrackpore and
Meerut in incendiary fires, Thirteen days after the outbreak at Meerut
(10th May), the Native Officer Commanding the Cavalry told Major Kirke,
who commanded the station, that his corps had learned by letter from
Delhi that every Christian there had been murdered. ¢ He appeared to
wonder at the little the Buropeaus knew of affairs in Delhi while his men
and himself were in communication with the place. His neglect, or
disobedience of orders, a few hours after was very suspicious ; and from
that night the men and offjcers, by their demeanour, awoke strong
distrust in our minds.” No sign of it was however shewn to the

~ Oaptain P. Q. Seot's Report, Appendiz A.

Nowgong
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troopers, The officers visited their pickets and during the day went to the
lines, and talked with the native officers : “ they were received with
freezing politeness.”” The 12th native infantrymen and the artillery,
however, “liked the arrangements very much ; they were greatly gratified
by the confidense in them shewn by the officers who slept among them.”
Major Kirke reported to Major-General Sir Hugh Wheeler, Commanding
the Division, that the men were well disposed and pleased. ' The General
replied that the report was highly satisfactory. On the 30th of May, it
was reported to Major Kirke that mutiny was being openly plotted in the
Artillery lines. Four men, who were named by the Native Officer as
being most active in propagating sedition, were dismissed from the
Company’s service and the Commandant ordered that the guns of the
battery should be placed every night in front of the quarterguard of the
12th’ Native Infantry. ¢T think ’’ writes an officer “ that the men of the
company felt affronted and humiliated by this measure.”’ :

On the 4th of June four out of the five companies of the wing of the
12th Native Infantry sent a petition stating they were anxious'to be led
againet the rebels. At 11 A.M.a letter brought by express was put
into the bands of Major Kirke. It was from Dunlop at Jhansi, written
at 4 P.M. the previous afternoon. “ The artillery and infantry have
broken into mutiny and have entered the Star Fort. No one has been
hurt yet. Lcok out for stragglers.”” Kirke at once summoned the native
officers of the 12th Native Infantry : he expressed his pleasure at the receipt
of the petition and told them that he would report their loyalty to the
Governor-General. The native officers, having again warmly asserted their
fidelity, were told of the mutiny at Jhansi. They at once wrote a letter
to their regimental comrades reproaching them for their conduct, implor-
ing them to return to their allegiance and informing them that they
intended to fight against the rebels. “ The letter was at once despatched
by express.” That afternon the troops were paraded in undress, the right
wing at its own lines, the artillery company half way between its lines
and those of the 12th, the wings of the irregulars in their lines. “¢The
12th and artillery were then separately asked if they would stand by the
Government : when it came to the turn of the artillery company ‘the
old subahdar* expressed at once his loyalty to Government with a bold-
ness and enthusiasm that did him high honour. It was a fine sight to
see that old man of ﬁfty years’ servioe, struggling with the difficulty of

) Subabdm‘ bubalc, & province —Subahdar, the governor of a province. Asa wilitary
term, Subahdar is the highest grade of native officer.
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weakened lungs and organs of speech time had impaired to proclaim
loudly a loyalty most of those about him had no great sympathy with ;
they however followed his example, and seized hold of the Queen’s colour
of the 12th, which was at hand, and said they would be loyal; on their
return to their lines, they embraced their guns, and were enthusiastic
about their loyalty. During their absence from the guns, Sectaram (a
non-commissioned officer) stood beside them with spikes and a hammer
ready to spike them in case of the company mutinying ’.* The officers
were much gratified at the conduct of the men, and word of it was sent
to Jhansi. Two parties of the 14th Trregulars consisting of forty sowars
each under a native officer were also despatched to Jhansi and Fateh-
pore, the chief town of a district of the same name in the Jhansi division.
On the Tth of June a report was received from the Oflicer Commanding
the Jhansi Detachment stating that he bad halted at Mowraneepore
(thirty miles from Nowgong) on hearing that all the Europeans at Jhansi
had been murdered. Two days later a shepherd came into the canton-
ment and told them that Dunlop and Taylor had been shot on the Jhansi
parade. “ The 12th men at Nowgong seemed horrified at the news : most
cértainly many of them were sincerely so; and that night the men of the
attillery volunteered to serve against the rebels.” The next morning a
letter came from the Native Magistrate at ¢ Mowraneepore saying that he
had heard of the murder of every Kuropsan at Jhansi, that he had
received a perwannah (order) to the effect that the Ranee of Jhansi
was seated on the guddee (throne) and that he was to carry on business
as hitherto””. At sunset the six artillery guns were according to the
recent order brought before the quarter-guard of the infantry. The new
guards were being marched off to relieve the old unes, when a number
of the men began to load, and three Sikhs stepped to the front. Kana,
“a tall dare devil,”” fired at the native non-commissioned officer and shot
him dead. 'They then made a rush at the guns. ¢‘The sergeant, Raite
by name, drew his sword and was fired at; I think one of the artillery-
men intorceded to save him.”” The native gunners not only did noihing
to protect their guns, but in about a minute’s time they fired grape at
the tents on parade that the officers slept in, and subsequently two
rounds more at the officers, .

The officers, who were assembled at the mess-house, instantly hurried

down to the lines. They found groups of panic-stricken sepoys. They

8 Letter from Captain P. G. Seot, dated Rewab, August 16th, 1857, Appesdiz B.
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could not induce them to advance on the guns. A party of the muti-
neers assembled in front of the mess-house with one gun, and Major
Kirke, finding that the men who were with him would not act on the
offensive, ordered the officers to abandon the cantonment. Accompanied
by a large number of women and children and some eighty sepoys who
had remained faithful to their Colours, they set forth for Chutterpore, the
capital of a small state of the same name, They had not gone far when
they took the wrong road. It however soon fell dark and, as they were
concealed from the cantonment by a hill, they made an attempt to regain
the main road by striking across country, but they found the ground
impassable, This was the luckiest incident that happencd to them. The
troopers, after they had burnt the bungalows, had gone forth in quest of
them and were scouring the main thoroughfares for them. “ They had
reproached the infantry for not having slain us.,” Guided by a native
boatman, the fugitives made their way through the solid blackness of the
night and arrived at Chutterpore as the dawn began to break. The state
was governed by a Rance who treated them with considerable kindness,
though some of her chief officers were Muhammadans and seemed to
sympathise with the rebels. “They told us that a message had coge
from Nowgong, that the troops had risen for deen (religion) and that the
Ranee must not shelter us.”” But the Ranec remained firm in her deter-
mination, She not only sheltered them but also sent out troops to proteet
them when there was an alarm that the rebels were approaching.  After
enjoying her hospitality for two days the fugitives set forth for Allahabad.
On the morning of the 13th they reached Mahoba. “The Rajah was very
kind and hospitable to us. Next morning we left under an escort fur
nished by the Ranee of Nowgong.”” During the day, news, having
reached them of the mutiny at Banda and at Hamirpore, the chicf town
of a district in the Allahabad division, they determined to change their
route. On the nignt of the 17th, they started for Mirzapore or Chanar,
and, after a long tramp, they cncamped under some hills near a pass
which ran through two hills. Their guide had led them into a trap. A
body of bandits held the pass and demanded a round sum of money before
they would let them go through it. By the advice of the native officers it
was paid. Next morning, however, as they were on the point of leaving
their camp, the bandits opened firc on them. “The sepoys, numbering
from eighty to ninety men replied for a few minutes with a wild fire, as
they could scarcely sce an assailant; and at length ten or twelve fell
back, and coul not be gob to advance. Lieutenant Townsend waited
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with Lieutenant Ewart, myself and two or three sepoys at a tree, firing
"at any men we could see. He shewed the most perfect courage amid
the confusion and the fire, which was brisk ; and I regret very greatly
to say that he was shot through the heart, and died in about half a
minute, merely exclaiming, O God I amhit’. The main body was far
off, in a hopeless and rapid retreat, that the officer was vainly trying to
stop or slacken ; and I had to leave this brave young man’s body where it
fell.”* The small band fell back Leeping the bandits who pursued
them at a distancc by turning on them frequently. When they again
crossed the Chutterpore border the pursuit ccased. The fugitives pressed
forward but their progress was slow as the women and children were on
foot. « Before two o’clock, Major Kirke, the Sergeant-Major Lascar
and Mrs. Smalley, the wife of the band-master, all died of sunsiroke or
apoplexy.” The Major alone was buried ‘“the sepoys helping with their
bayonets to dig his grave.”” At 3 »r.mM, they entered the village of
Kabrai. ““The men gave out that they were rebels, taking us to the Banda
Nawab to be killed by the King of Delhi’s orders; they feared to escort
us otherwise.” * When dusk fell, the sepoys told their officers that the
ruse had been discovered, that they could protect them no further, and
that they must make their way by themselves. “ This was said sadly
and respectfully.”? As soon as it was dark the majority of the party
again set forth for Banda,f On the morning of the 25th of Jure they
were attacked by some villagers. ‘I'hey had only nine horses amongst
them and “ we were all crippled for action by having some one behind
us or a child before.”  Scot’s horse was struck by a spear and instantly
set off at full gallop. He had Mrs, Mawe’s child before him and the
Bandmaster behind and so was unable to stop him. He was followed by
Lieutenant Remington and Knsign Franks. ‘They wandered under the
glare of a Juue tun in the glittering heat of a brown parched land till
they saw a ravine with some water, “ We all rode towards it; the
descent was very steep, we all dismounted and had a drink.” The horses
were getting water when two armed villagers appeared and bade them be

* Captain P. G.8cot's Report, dated Rewah, dugust 16th, 18567, Appendixz B. Thi:
Report differs i some respects fromn the Report, dated Nagode, July 28tk, 1857,

1 Captain P. G. Scot’s Report, dated Nagode, July 23¢th, 1857, Appendix B,

1 Some of the Europeans and all the Eurasians elected to remain behind. *“ The party
that moved on consisted of (Captain Scot) Licutonants kwart, Barber, Jaf:ksou, Remington
and Franks; Dr. Mawe, 12th Native Infantry, and M, Mav'm and cluld‘; Mr. Harvey
Kirke, Mrs Smalley and child ; and Sergeant Kerchoffand bis wife.” Captain P. G. Scot's
Report, dated Nagodes July %8th, 1857, dppendiz B.
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off. Mounting their horses they rode away. Dr. Mawe and his wife however
fell off their horse as he was starting and were left behind. “ We sat
down on the ground awaiting our death, for we felt sure they would
come and murder us ; poor fellow he was very weak, and his thirst fright-
ful ; T said I would go and bring some water in my dress and his eap
Just as I was leavirg him the two villagers came down ; they took 80.
rupees from him which he had round his waist, and his gold watch. I
had on a handsome guard-ring which they saw. I went towards'the
nullah and drew off my wedding ring and twisting it in my bair, re-
placed my guard; they came to me and pulled it off my finger. I tore
part of the skirt of my dress to bring the water in, but it was of no use,
for when 1 returned my beloved’s eyes were fixed, and though I called
and tried to restore him and poured water into his mouth, it only rattled
in his throat ; he never spoke to me again. I held him in my arms till
he sank'gradually down. I felt frantic but could not ery; I knew the
being I had idolized nearly fifteen years was gone, and I was alone; so
I bound his head and face in my dress for there was no earth to bury
him.”* The pain in her hands and feet was intense and she went down
to the ravine and sat down on a stone in the water. When night fell
she would stagger forth into the darkness and seck her child. In about
an hour she was found by some villagers who took her out of the water.
They made her walk to a neighbouring village and that night they sent
her in a dhooly to Banda. ‘ She was met on the way by a palkee the
Nawab had rent out when he heard of her being in the village. The
Nawab had sent orders to all the villagers round not to injure Europeans,”
The trooper who accompanied the palkce told her that a little child and
three gentlemen were at Banda. “ How I hoped it was Lottie. On
arrival I found my poor little one; she was greatly blistered from the
sun; the officers were Captain Scot and the two young ment and the
Bandmaster.”” Soon after Dr. Mawe was left behind, Lieutenant
J. H. Barber fell dead from his horse. Two days later Lieutanant
Ewart also died of sunstroke, As the remainder were drinking water
at a village, they observed a signal given by one of the rustics. Ser-
geant Kerchoff was too slow in mountmg and he was stunned with b]ows

* Mrs. Mawe's Narratsve of the Mutiny of the 13th Ragomant, Native Infantry, ay
Nowgong.

+ Lieutenants Frank and Remington.

Of the men left behin} at Kabrai, forty-one persons, drummers, huglers and their families
ultimately reached Banda in safety.
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and left for dead. Lieutenant Jackson, Mr. Harvey Kirke and Mrs,
Kerchoff were able to get away. They were well treated when they
entered the Adzighur territory ; and after resting some days were sent on
to Nagode ¥ which they reached on the 29th of June. 1t was due to the
protection and kindness of the Ranee of Adzighur and the Nawab of
Banda that the fugitives from Nowgong owed their lives. The Nawab
had a most difficult part to play. Banda was a military station garri-
oned by detachments from regiments quartered at Cawnpore. At
vhe time of the outbreak at Meerut three companies of the 1st Regiment
Native Infantry, had recently arrived there from the great military can-
tonment on the borders of Oudh. On the 14th of June news reached
Banda of the revolt at Cawnpore and the men on detachment duty at
once exhibited their mutinous intention at head-quarters. An attempt
was made to disarm them by the aid of the Nawab’s troops and it failed.
The Nawab had, at his peril, given shelter to the women and children in his
palace. It was now determined that the Europeans should retire to
British territory, which they reached, safely guarded. The mutineers,
after plundering and burning the bungalows, started with the treasure
and ammunition to join their comrades at Cawnpore. Throughout the
little territory of Banda, the revolt swiftly spread and all signs of British
supremacy vanished. Never was revolution more rapid, never more com-
plete. Anarchy, murder and plunder raged in the adjacent districts,
The Nawab attempted to frame a government and maintain order, but
like Scindia and many other chiefs he was unable to extinguish the flames
of religious passion and hate which had been kindled. Left isolated,
without power to deal with the threats and the inducements that were
held out to him, he was drawn into the vortex of revolt,

In the heart of Hindustan about eighty miles north of Jhansi and
sixty-five miles south of Agra riscs from a wide and arid veldt a vast
block of basalt capped with sandstonc. Onit stands bold and definite,
threc hundred feet above the plain, the fortress of Gwalior. The ramparts,
built above the steep sides perpendicular by nature or art, conform to the
outlines of the summit, which is a tablesJand about a mile and three quar-
ters in Jength and half a mile in breadth. “The area within, ” says an
old writer, “is full of noble buildings, reservoirs of water, wells and

* Nagode.—A military station in the Contral Indian Agency, distant a hundred and eight
miles from Allahabad. The regiment quarteted there in 1857 was the 52nd Native Infantry
which remained loyal till the end of August. They then plundered and burnt the station but
& fow sepoys escorted the officers and their families to Mirzapore,

Gwalior
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cultivated land, so that it isreally a little district in itself.” At the north-
east of the plateau is the magnificent palacs of the ancient Kings of Gwalior
whose lofty bastions and curtain walls break the line of the ramparts,
Here is the main approach, protectod on the outside by a mas ive wall.
Seven monumental gates, placed at intervals, guard the steep ascent which
rises from the ancient city that nestles below. Protceted by a wall
encircling the mountain base, it was in olden days a large and prosperous
gettlement. Standing in the principal road leading from Agra to Malwa,
Gujarat and the Deccan the Fortress of Gwalior was_ of great strategic
importance. The early English travellers used to speak of it as the
Gibraltar of the cast. Ilindu and Muhammadan Chiefs contended for
the citadel the possession of which ¢ was deemed as necessary to the ruling
Emperors of Uindustan as Dover Castle might be to the Saxon and
Norman Kings of England.” It was won by stratagem by one of Babar’s
Generals and the Moghul Emperors used it as ““ the Bastille of Hindustan.”
On the disruption of the Moghul Empire it fell into the hands of a petty
Jat Prince known as the Rana of Gohud. From him it was wrested by
the Mahrattas, but, in February 1780 Warren Hastings sont a detachment
under Major Popham, a gallant and daring officer, to protect the small
principality of Gohud from the encroachments of Mahadjee Scindia, the
greatest and most active of the Mahratta leaders whose formidable army,
organized under French officers, made him virtual master of Hindustan.
Popham, after expelling the Mahrattas from Gohud, assaulted and captured
the fortress of Lahar, without a battering ram, by the shcer pluck of his
men.. He had set his heart on “the glorious object >’ as he called it of
taking the fortrees of Gwalior. He lay about the fort for two months
maturing his plan.  On the 3rd of August.in the evening Popham ordered
a party to be in readiness to warch under the command of Captain William
Bruce, and put himeelf at the head of two battalions» which were imme-
diately to follow *he storming party. “ To prevent, as much as possible,
any noise in approaching or descending the rock a kind of shoes, of woollen
cloth, were made for the sepoys and stuffed with cotton.” At eleven
o’clock the whole detachment moved out from their camp eight miles
from Gwalior. Guided by some neighbouring banditti, they proceeded
through unfrequented paths and reached their goal a little before
daybreak. Just as Captain Bruce arrived at the foot of the rock,
he saw the lights which accompanied the rounds moving along the ram-
parts and heard the sentinels cough. When the lights were gone, the
wocden ladders were placed against the rock. One of the bandits first
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mounted and returned with an account that the guard had retired to slesp.
« Lieutenant Cameron, our Engineer, next mounted, and ticd a rope ladder
to the battlement of the wall, this kind of ladder being the only one adapted
to the purpose of scaling the wall in a body (the wooden ones only serving
to ascend the crag of the rock, and to assist in fixing the rope ladder).”
Captain Bruce and twenty sepoys scaled the wall and assembled beneath
the parapet. Three sepoys, however, incautiously fired at some of the.
garrison who lay asleep near them. Instantly an alarm was raised and
many of the garrison ran to the spot. But they were stopped by the
warm fire kept up by the small parly of grenadiers until Major Popham
with reinforcements came to their aid. The garrison then retreated to
the inner buildings and discharged a few rockets, but soon afterwards
rotreated precipitately to the gate; whilst the prineipal officers thus
deserted assembled together in one house, and hung out a white flag.
Major Pophai sent an officer to give them assurance of quarter and pro-
tection ; ““and thus in the space of two hours this important and astonish-
ing fortress was completely in our possession ; we had only twenty men
wounded and none killed.”” 'Warren Hastings told the House of Lords that
Gwalior wag ‘ taken by a mancenvre which for the secrecy and boldness
of its execution equals anything to be met with in history.” The Rana
claimed possession of the fort and we gave it back to him. He, however,
proving unfaithful to the British Government was abandoned to his,
fate, In 1784 Mahadjee laid siege to the fortress, bribed the garrison,
and marched into it. From that time, Gwalior became the home of
the Scindia family and the capital of their kingdom. Ten years
later, Mahadjee Scindia died and was succeeded by his grand-nephew,
Daulat Rao Scindia, who by the strength and discipline of his army
became the most formidable member of the Mahratta confederacy, The
Treaty of Bassein (31st December 1801), by which the English engaged
to restore the Peshwa to power on condition of his becoming a subsidiary
prince, was a grave blow to the power of the confederacy and sorely
wounded the Mahratta pride. The Mahratta Chief of Nagpore (commonly
called the Raja of Berar) and Daulat Rao Scindia could not tolerate the
abandonment of the Mahratta independence, and on the 8rd of August
1803 oegan the second Mahratta war. The well-contested and hardly
won victories of Assaye and Laswari broke the power of Scindia, and both
in Upper and Central India he was compelled to enter. into a defensive
treaty and make a large cession of territory. When the war broke out,
the Governor of Gwalior undertook to surrender the fortress to the English,
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but secretly instigated the Commandant not to deliver it up ‘at the
appointed time. It was therefore invested by British troops and on
the 5th of February 1804 they gained possession of it. But Scindia had
concluded the trcaty of peace under the hope that by the words of the
treaty the fort of Gwalior would remain in his possession. The Marquis
of Wellesley, by a not wholly inadmissible interpretation of the letter of
the treaty, declared that justice did not require us to surrender the fort,
while sound policy imperatively called upon us to keep it out of Scindia’s
hands. General Wellesley considered that ¢ the argument is on our
side ”; but be wrote to Malcolm “I would sacrifice Gwalior, or every
frontier of India, ten times over, in order to preserve our credit for
scrupulous good faith, and the advantages and honours we gained by the
late war and the late peace ; and we must not fritter them away in argu-
ments drawn from overstrained principles of the laws of nations, which
are not understood in this country. What brought me through many
difficulties in the war and the negotiations of peaco? The British good
faith and nothing else.” *

In 1805 Lord Cornwallis again landed in India as Governor-General
and on the 22nd of November a fresh treaty was concluded which ceded
Gwalior aud Gohud to Scindia. The camp which Daulat Rao pitched in a
small cireular valley surrounded by barren hills to the south of the fort grew
into a handsome town and retains at the present day its old name Lashkar,
the camp. In March 1827 Daulat Rao died leaving no son, butin accord-
ance with his last wishes, a youth of eleven years, belonging to an obseure
branch of the family, was adopted and placed on the Guddee under the title
of Ali Jah Jan Khwijah Rao Scindia. In 1848 healo died without leav-
ing a son, and his widow, a wayward, passionate but clever girl of twelve
years of age with the concurrence of the chiefs of the state and the army,
adopted a lad of about eight years of age, the nearest, though a very dis-
tant relative of the late Maharajah, Disorders arose in the state and the
insolence of an overgrown mutinous army compelled Lord Ellenborough,
then Governor-(¥eneral, to take prompt action with regard to Gwalior. On
December 28th, 1843, at Maharajpore, the English once more encountered
the Mahrattas. They fought with all their ancient valour, but had to
retreat after a desperate resistance. Three thousand of the enemy lay dead
on the field and fifty-six superb bronze guns were the prize of the victors,
‘The same day another British force encountered another portion of the

® Despatohes of the Duke of Wellington, Vol. 11, page 1106,
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Mahratta army at Punniar, twelve miles from Gwalior, and gained a
complete victory. The vietorious forces met beneath the walls of the
ancient stronghold which on the 4th of January was taken possession of
by the contingent force commanded by British officers. On the 13th of
January a fresh treaty was signed and 1atified. The administration of the
State was entrusted to a Qouncil of six nobles. “The Council of Regency,”
wrote Lord Ellenborough to the Duke of Wellington, ‘“ cannot be changed
without our consent. It is to act according to our advice during the
Maharajah’s minority, which terminates, when he becomes eighteen, on
the 19th of January 1854.” Two years before the stated interval the
British Government dissolved the Council of Regency, declared the
minority of the young sovereign at an end, and with his consent appoin-
ted Dunker Rao, a young Brahmin of great ability and integrity, who had
already proved his talent for administration, Diwan or Prime Minister.*
Dunker Rao though young in years was worthy of his high office and
will always hold a high rank among the eminent Indian Statesmen who
have done so much to consolidate our Indian Empire by their able
management of a great Feudatory State. He improved the revenue and
judicial administration, and with a firm hand he attempted to put down
bribery and extortion. The natural consequences followed. In May
1854, Colonel Malcolm, the Political Agent at Gwalior, having been
appointed Resident at Baioda, Captain Mazcpherson,t Resident at
Bhopal, was appointed to succeed him. Two mouths however elapsed
before the new Resident could reach Gwalior. During that time the
low courtiers and dexterous intriguers who surrounded the young Rajah
persuaded him that he should take into his own hands the administration
of the State and dismiss his Prime Minister. But Scindia was a born
goldier, not an administrator.  His educativn had been nearly confined
to the use of his horse, lance, and gun, wheunce his tastes were purely
and passionately military. He seemed to en]oy no occupatxon save dnllmg,

# <1 have seldom seen a man of greater mtelhgeme and reﬂnement of manners, or one
who impressed me so favourably a8 did the Prime Minister of Gwalior, There was that in
his serene, balf sad yet intellectual countenance which would bave made a unoble study for
Fra Angelica.” Campaigning Exzperiences in Rajpootana and Central India during tRe
Suppression of the Mutiny, 1887 and 1858, by Mre. Henry Duberly, page 159.

Colonel Giove Somerset wrote—« I look upon Dunker Rao as a gentleman, an honest .nd
faithful man and my friend.”

4+ He attained about this time, by brevet, the army rank of Major. * In his regiment the
good health enjoyed by his seniois prevented him from ever rising above the rank of Captain,”
Memorials of Service in India From the Correspondence of the late Major Samuel
OAarters Macpherson, C.B., edited by his brother William Macpherson, gage 397.

0
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reforms in the adminigtration of the State were introduced, and cultiva-
tion aund prosperity increased. Over the young Rajah Macpherson
exercised a strong influence, and led him to extend his thoughts beyond
his pleasures and the raeans of providing for them. In the spring of 1857,
Scindia, accompanied by the Resident, the Diwan and several of the
Gwalior Chiefs, paid a visit to Calcutta. Scindia and Dunker Rao inspected
the colleges and schools a8 models to be reproduced at Gwalior. The
Maharajah went down the Hughly and saw a spinning-mill at work. “ On
his way he was particularly boastful, until he passed the house occupied by
the Viceroy of Oudh. The sight sobered him in an instant and his zeal for
civilization instantly increased.” ¥ Lord Canning, however, at his last
audience, allayed any fears that may have arisen in his mind with regard
to the permanence of his own dynasty. The Governor-General compli-
mented him on the successful administration of his territories and the
wise introduction of useful reforms, and added that, if such measures were
persevered in and he died without male issue, the Uovernment would
follow the ancient Hindu custom of recognising an adopted successor.
The remark made a deep impression on the Maharajah and the courtesy
and generosity of Lord Canning were powerful factors in winning the
fidelity of Scindia.

The Maharajah returned to his capital in April and, shortly after his
arrival, gave a grand féte. * The last grand military display we had, ”’
wrote a lady, ‘ was the blowing up of a mud fort ; it was a very striking
sight.” Three weeks pass, and, on the 16th of May, tidings reached
Gwalior from Agra of the outbreak at Meerut. “ It burst on us at
Gwalior like a thunder-clap and paralysed us with horror . + They were a
handful of Englishmen and women in the capital of a Native State
garrisoned entirely by native troops. The Chief was a young Mahratta.
His army consisted of ten thousand men. In addition there was the
Gwalior Contingent, one of those bodies of troops which the British
Government had insisted on certain Native Princes and Chiefs maintain-
ing, in addition to their own armies necessary for the civil administration of
sheir respective territories. They were recruited from the same class as
the Bengal sepoy and also from the same country—Oudh. The Chiefs had
no control over the troops enlisted in their name and paid out of their

®The Times. (From our own Correspondent.)

+ “We did not see the terrible details till a day or two afterwards, when we were dining
with the Stuarts : I remember our gloomy forebodings, and how we talked of what had
happened, Little more than a month after, out of the nine people assembled together that
night, there were only three survivors”’. 4 Zady’s escape from Gwalior by B.M. Coopland.
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coffers, so the men had not the usual ties of mercenary troops, for while they
received the money of one master, they obeyed another. In May 1857, the
Gwalior Contingent was composed of four field batteries of artillery, a
small siege train, two regiments of cavalry and seven of infantry, aggregat-
ing eight thousand three hundred and eighteen men. The sepoys were
of great stature, admirably disciplined. The artillery were thoroughly
trained, the cavalry well mounted and the horses well groomed. The
greater portion of the force was stationed at Gwalior with outposts at
Sipri, Garoli, and Agra, The same day that tidings reached Gwalior
of the outbreak at Meerut, came a message from the Lieutenant-Governor
of the North-West Provinces asking if a Brigade of the Gwalior contingent
could be spared to Agra. The Resident promptly placed at his disposal
a Regiment and a half of Infantry, on e hundred horse, and a battery —
being one-half of the force at Gwalior. On the evening of the 12th,
Macpherson had a long conversation with the Maharajah who was deeply
distracted by the accounts and rumours which filled his capital of
outbreaks throughout the Northern Provinces and Rajputana. He had
closely watched the outbreaks in Bengal ; he must have learnt a good deal
when he was at Calcutta, and he apprehended a widespread” mutiny of
the Sepoy army.  He said that from the greased eartridges, the
belief had arisen in the army that the Government intended to strike at the
Hindu and Muhammadan religions. That the enemies of our rule had
found in that belief a pretext and opportuunity. That the confidence of
the army in the Government was atan end, and that a wide-spread \belief
had arisen that they would overthrow it ”’. But Scindia begged that his
troops, his personal services, all bhis resources might be considered af the
disposal of the Governor-General. Mrrning (ame, and at the earliest
dawn of day, the young Sovereign, with a dark foreboding on his heart,
went to the Resident. He earnestly warned him against the expecta-
tion that the Contingent troops, if sent t; our Provinces, would act
against their brethren or abstain from joining them should they revolt.
He also urged that “ the internal peace of Gwalior, the obedience of
the reduced Princes and Thakurs ” depended upon the Contingent.
Macpherson replied that the first object was simply to gain time
for the European force to assemble to crush the rebels, and as they
agreed that the Contingent *“ would not mutiny at least until our
Regiments did so,” they might meanwhile be useful in cting against
plunderers and maintaining our eommunications. The Resident took the
opportunity of suggesting that the domination of the sepoys and the
Moghul Emperor must shake the foundation of authority not onmly in
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British Provinces but in every State of Hindustan. “ Should the Con-
tingent revolt but above all should our Power be shaken, the Princes and
Chiefs of the Rajput, Jat and other ancient races of Gwalior would unite
to cast off the Mahratta yoke.” Secindia quite understood the force of
the suggestion. Thus fortified, Maopherson urged him to influence by his
example the surrounding Princes and to counteract the movement of the
Contingent and of his sympathizing troops towards rebellion, and to do
this by demonstrating, by every act devisable, that he discredited the
religious pretext of the movement, that he held that our power must
triuroph, and that he was, therefore, necessarily one with uws. Scindia
agreed with the Resident that “at whatever immediate risk to Gwalior,
the Lieutenant-Governor’s wish for aid from the Contingent should be
complied with.”” ‘The young Maharajah at the suggestion of the Resident
summoned Dunker Rao the next day from his country residence. The
Prime Minister, though he did not underrate the magnitude and importance
of the struggle, “ was perfectly confident that it would be at once stamped
out by the European force assembling under the Commander-in-Chief,
provided that every semblance of ground for the cartridge grievance and
cry should be at once removed. ”’

On the'18th of May, the Lieutenant-Governor requested the despatch
to Agra Of the 18th Regiment of Cavalry and a Battery, The Resident
telegraphed to him that, “although their officers considered them still
sound. yet if associated with disturbed Corps no one would answer for a
mpoment for their soundness. ” This warning does not seem to have
hade. much effect, for that day Lieutenant Cockburn started with two
hundred horse and six guns. After a rapid march they reached Agra.
Hhe horse were, however, mostly detached to strengthen the position at
Allygurh, an important city about eighty miles from Meerut and sixty
from Agra. * It arrived there just as a wing of the 9th Native Infantry
mutinied and carried off the treasure. It returned to Hattras + and be-
haved well against a body of plunderers, but on the 23rd, a hundred men,
shouting Deen, movad off to Delhi. They bad been corrupted, as Scindia
said they would be, ¥y contact with rebellion. Macpherson thought it of

# Allygurh, a district containing about 1,900 square miles. The chief town, also ealle
Allygurh, is defended by a famous fortress. Itlies on the high road between Cawnpore
md Meerut.

i « Hathras (Hattras). Town in Aligarh Distriot, North-Western Provinces, and head.

quarton of Hathras faheil— n well-built and prosperous tradiug centre, with numerou,
rick and stone houses.” Hunter's Im erial Gasstiser,
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the highest importance that Scindia shou'd at once, by some act whose
1rofound significance could not be mistaken, demonstrate that he had"
thrown in his Iot with the English. He therefore urged the Maharajah
to send the Body Guard of 400 horseand a horsed Battery to Agra.
“ For it was notorious that the formation of that Guard had been for
years, the object mext to Scindia’s heart, that its Cavalry, composed of
Mahrattas of his own caste or kindred, were his companions by day and
by night, inseparable from his pleasures and his Stite ; that although
pamrered soldiers, their fidelity to Scindia might be relied on, and their
despatch would certainly import more unequivocally than any other act
then possible his co-operation with us.”” The Maharajah ¢ rdially adopted
the suggestion, but he requested that his guard might be accompanied by
a British officer, He, however, omitted nothing to make the despatch
palpably his own act or to heighten its effect.  With high apparent
cxultation, he made them over next day to Captain Campbell * in the
presence of the officers of the Contingent and myself. The day after he
marched out with them to their Camp.”’+ Scindia was highly gratified by
the Governor-General acknowledging its despatch as a mavk of attach-
ment and confidence. On the 22nd o1 May, at the roquest of the Lieu-
tenant-Governor, the 1st Contingent Tnfantry undglj l\fav.j{)ltQ Hennessy
moved from Gwalior to Etawah, a civil station about thirty miles away,
from which the Magistrate had been compelled to 1etire by the mutiny of
another portion of the 9th Native Infuntry.

The following day, the Lieutenant-Governor requested the despatch to
Agra of a reserved troop of the 1st Cavalry., Macpherson submitted a
rej etition of the warning that the Cont'ngent would not act against our
troops, their brethren, although he trusted they would still act agaiﬁsc
broken hordes of plunderers or mutineers. * All believed in the truth
of the cartridge grievance, but it affected the Sepoys alone. The great
object of the leaders of the revolt, as shewn in every proclama.ion and
newspaper, was to lead the mass of the population to regard the contest
as a religious one, Whence they laboured from Calcutta to Lahore to
spread the belief that, to destroy Caste the Government had mixed

*Captain Campbell was Superintendent of the Durbar Public Works,
t Report on Guwalior by Major Maophersom, 10th February 1868, »,
“ Major Heuncssy in & very difficult position restored order while the Licutenghbe
Governor thauked and promised to reward his corps. Yet it was understood to he inthe
van of the movement, and, on the mutiny of the Qontizgent its Soobadar Msjor assumed

command of the whole,””  Report on Gwalior by Major Macpherson, 10¢h February
1858,
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pigs and bullock bones with the peoples food.” ¥  An attempt was now
made in Gwalior to excite disturbances by the cry that flour, sugar,
ete., g0 polluted had been brought from Agra!l Duuker Rao tried, by
a searching enquiry, to expose the falsehord of the malicious rumours.
This roused the ire of the sepoys and, on the 26th of May, about the end
of the feast of Ramzan, their fauatical zeal ran so high that they insul-
ted the Diwan on his venturing to visit the Resident in cantoaments,
where he had gone to reside in order to be near the clectric telegraph and
the Brigadier. The attitude of the sepoys was so threatening that Dunker
Rao, afraid of personal violence, had to leave his carriage and return to the
town by a by-path on horse-back. Major Macpherson on hearing what
had occurred, arranged to return to the Residency next day. The following
morning the Resident visited Scindia at his request and found him oppressed
with anxiety. He spoke long of the state of affairs. “ He observed that
amongst the most affected of the Contingent, and eome of his own men
from our provinces, nightly meetings for administering pledges—as on
Ganges Water—amid mfinite boastings of the destruction of the English
power and of all Christians were very rife.” He then said the feelings
svinced by the sepoys towards the Diwan when he attempted to visit
the Resident in Cantonments made his going there impossible. * For
with his life, in fact, was imperilled our great object to avoid giving
to the leaders of the revolt the least pretext for forcing on an
outbreak while we expected the fall of Delhi to change the whole
aspect of things.’” He therefore begged, as essential to the security
of their intercourse, that Major Macpherson should live at the
Residency, or anywhere else the Resident pleased savein cantouments
beyond Scindia’s jurisdiction. The Resident told him that he had antici-
pated bis wishes. Scindia then asked permission o guard the Residency and
large storchouse with his own instead of the Contingent troops, * when,”
he added, ‘the Residency may also become, as you desire, a place of refuge
for the ladies of the Cantonments, such as has been provided in Agra and
Jhansi and is most essential here.” Major Macpherson consented to the
Residency being guarded by His Highness’ troops alone. He, however,
informed the Maharajah that, though he agreed generally with his views
regarding the Contingent, its officers confided very strongly in their men.
Scindia said that, their confidence was to him wholly incomprehensible,
and added emphatically “The Contingent Sepoys have entirely ceased

.to be servants of your Government, and this I say expressly witha

Report on Gwalior by Major Macpherson, 10th February 1858,
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view to acquit myself of responsibility.”” * The Resident at once informed
the Brigadier of Scindia’s formal warning.

Brigadier Ramsay who commanded the "Contingent at Gwalior was, "8“““
like John Hearsey at Barrackpore and Hugh Wheeler at Cawnpore, &
gallant old soldier, with a large knowledge of the sepoy, of his habits and
of his language, and, perceiving in his men little evidence of change
from the old discipline, manners and shew of personal devotion, could not
understand the transformation which the blind fury of fanatical zeal had
wrought in them, He considered that the removal of the ladies, unless
imperatively necessary, would indicate want of confidence in the fidelity of
the troops, and he “determined to say nothing on the subject.” The
next day there was, however, a strong rumour that the troops were to
mutiny that night, set fire to the lines and massacre their officers. The
Brigadier reluctantly consented to the women and children being sent to the
Residency. The Diwan was with the Resident when the women arrived.
He instantly rode off to inform His Highness.  He came straight at
speed with a strong body of horse and posted parties of it, and of foot
50 as to make safe the Residency and the roads from Cauntonments both
to it and to his Palace lest the officers should need either. >’ That
night the infantry and cavalry officers slept in their lines and the artillery
officers and the old Brigadier before the guns. The belief of the officers
of the Bengal Army in the loyalty of their men was o7 often a grievous
mistake, But the calm courage and high sucrifice by which, standing
upon their views of duty, they illustrated their generous error must
rommand admiration for ever,

Next morning, at the earnest request of Scindia, who could no longer
confide their safety to those of his troops recruited from our Provinces,
the ladies were sent from the Residency to one of his palaces. “The
natives of Gwalior, *’ says one who was present, “ crowded to a sight such
as bad never been seen in their streets before. Fifteen or sixteen carriages
dashing through, surrounded by hundreds of wild Mahratta horsemen,
filled with English ladies and children. A gallop of four or five miles
through heat and dust brought us to the Rajah’s palace,”” Major Macpher-
gon at once sent a telegra}n to Mr. Colvin informing him what bad taken
place and that it was his intention “to send the ladies under escort of a
body of horse to Agra.’” He asked that Scindia’s body-guard should
meet them at Dholpore, the capxtal of a Natlve State of the same name

. Baporl on Gwalwr by Mafor Maoplunon, Ipllo Fcbruary 1858.
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on the high road to that city. The Biigadier, on reading the telegram,
took a fatal step, “I took on myself,”” he writes, “to report to
Mr. Colvin that we had slept in the lines the previous night, that all
was quiet and confidence increasing, and that I coneidered Scindia was
disposed to enhance his own rervices at the expense of the contingent.”’
The Brigadier alse wrote to Major Macpherson that he apprehended no
outbreak and that he thought theladies should return. ¢ Two ladies,
Mre, Meade and Mrs. Murray, in opposition {o the most urgent solicita-
tions of Major Macphersen, returned to Cantonments late in the after-
noon, and the news of their having done so immediately spread through the
station, and had the mcst beneficial cffect on the men generally, who it
was reporfed to me had been greatly hurt at the distruct implied by their
leaving the Cantonments, Many enquiries were made of the other officers,
whose wives and children had not returned, and voluntary offers of protec-
tion and even of rescue were made to their officers by many other men.”
It was never clear whether in this instance, as in many others, there may
rot have been as much of weakness and apprehension as of wicked
purpose in the conduct and speeches of armed men angered by false
rumours which had been spread with a systematic endeavour to sow
distrust and ill-feeling bciween them and their officers. The Brigadier
added—“I am hapry to say that the rest of the Jadies returned to
Canfonments this morning, and 1 consider that the ercitcment caused
by the above occurrences has, o far as this Cantonment is concerned,
subsided.””* On the st of June, the Governor-General telegraphed to
Gwalior, “ Convey my thanks at once to Fcindia for his kind and thought-
ful attention, as well as his cnergetic measures for the security of the
ladies in the Cantonment. It gives me the greatest pleasure to have to
acknowledge these repeated proofs of his attachment to the Brltlsh Gov-
ernment.”’

On the 7th of June, the Officer Commanding at Jhansi requested aid
from Gwalior. He merely wished to reduce to submission fifty men of
the 12th Native Infaniry who hal seized the treasure. The rest of
the troops he considered continued loyal. Captain Murray, with a wing
of the 4th Contingent Infantry and a Battery, was sent to quell the
bandful of mutineers at Jhansi. However, they had not marched three
days, when news reached Murray that every Chmtmn, man, woman and

» e Scmdu, oxprened mtcnse concern on henrig that they were not to remain with
him, at least until Delhi fell.” Report om Gwalior by Major Macpherson, 10th February
1858,



INTRODUCTION o7

ohild, had been killed at that city ; and he at once returned to Gwalior.
The awful extent of the catastrophe soon became known in Scindia’s
capital. Early on the morning of the 11th, His Highness, “excited

11th June,

and distracted,” visited the Resident. He was accompanied by the Massacre at

Diwan. “They said that, from the nearness of Jhansi and the intimacy
between its population and that of Gwalior, the atrocity of the massacre
and the amount of treasure seized, the Contingent and all in Gwalior
were stirred to the very uttermost. All save a very few believed that
our Empire was in its last hour.”” Scindia, the Diwan, and the
Mahratta officers, “survivors of the old war’’ still believed that we
should triumph. But their belief was sorely tried. News came daily
of fierce and murderous risings. Delbi did not fall. It sore pressed
its besiegers. The people of Gwalior shewed by their manner full of
insolence, of exaggerate d deference orof pity, their ripe conviction that
our rule was over. The only question to the soldiery and people was—
when Seindia, blinded by the Resident and the Diwan, would accept and
act upon the conviction.

Jhansi deeply
stirred
Gwalior,

On the 13th, at the Durbar’s urgent request, Major Macpherson requested .

the Brigadier to despatch half a regiment and two guns to two districts
near the river Chumbul. The 2nd Regiment was selected for this duty.
Major Blake, their Commander, “an Officer who, beyond most well in-
formed, experienced and beloved of his corps” reported *“that it would not
move though be still hoped that it would come right.”” But the time had
come when Blake would no longer be left in his illusion.

On Sunday morning, the 14th of June, the English attended divine
servioe in the Gwalior Church and took the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.
The hot Indian day wore away in misery. All was quiet, but “ It was a
dread foreboding stillness,”” says the wife of the chaplain, “T read the lines
¢ while drooping Sadness enfolds us here like mist ’in the Christian Year and
felt comforted.”* They had heard the particulars of the Jhansi massacre
and did not know how soon they might meet the same fate themselves.
¢« The dread calm of apprehension was awful. We indeed drank the cup
of bitterness to the drege. The words — ¢ O death in life, the days that are
no more’ kept recurring {o my memory Jike a dirge.”” Noon came.
The husband, worn out by his morning’s work, lay down to rest ; the wits
read home letters — *“one from my sister on her wedding tour.”” Suddenly the
rervante entered with scared faces, and exclaimed that a bungalow was on

“1 nfterwards recovered that very book.” A Lady’s ercaps from Gwolior, By
M. Qeopland, page 112,

The outbreak
at Gwalior,
17th June

1357,
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fire aad the wind was blowing the flames towards them. When the
Chaplain and his wife went out, they saw all the residents were taking the
furniture out of their houces and pouring water on the roofs. “ The heat
was dreadful, the wind high, and the Mess House was soon also a mass of
flames. When the sun hogan to set the wind fell and the flames
ceased to spread but the Mess ITouse wasa heap of burning fuel.”
All was again calm : the smoke drifted away and the stars rolled over in
their eactern majesty. Nine o’clock aund the evening gun is fired, No
sooner was its sound lost when the bugles rang out an alarm, followed by
the cries of many voices, “To arms! to arms! the Feringhees (Europeans)
arc come >’ The artillerymen rushed to their guns, the infantry seizd their
muskets, and the sepoys, possessed with the spirit of bigotry and maddened
with fear, proceeded to destroy all that came in their path. Major Blake,
Commandant of the Sccond Infantry Regiment, a gallant officer much
beloved by his men, on hearing the bugles, took a hasty leave of his wife
and galloped to the lines. On arriving at the quarter-guard he and his
charger were mortally wounded.  Lieutenant Pearson, Adjutant of the
rame regiment, was roused from his hed by the news that the troops had
rieen and “lined all the roads with the determination of killing all
Europeans they could lay their hands on.” He quickly mounted his
horse and left his wife in charge of a native servant. “1 knew what I
had to expect,” he writes, ¢ and yet it was my duty to go and do my bast ;
80 I went away from my home which I never saw again.” No sooner had
he got out into the road than he was met by Dr. Mackellar and Licute-
nant Ryves (12th N.1.), who had just escaped from Jhausi, and they were
hustled down the parade by a mob of sepoys. * Before we got 100 yards
we sustained three volleys from men not fifteen yards off, but were not
touched. The fourth volley saluted us just as we passed the head of the
grenadier company, one ball of which shot my poor charger rig:ht through
the heart. e fell dead on me, and I had the greatest difficulty in extri-
cating myself expecting a bayonet in my back every moment. In get-
ting from under him I tore off mv boot, so proceeded to parade without
?”  On reaching the parade, Pearaon saw Blake
lying shot through the lungs, ‘His horse lay near him quite dead. "
The sepoys saw it was useless even to unfasten bis coat, “ but I insisted
on it, and did it myself placing his head on my shoulder, and trying to
make him speak ; but it was no good—the poor fellow was dying fast, »’
They were surrounded by hundreds of mutineers but none laid hands on
them. The sepoys of Blake’s regiment vented their sorrow and anger,

i, as retreat was hopeless
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declaring vehemently that the foul deedhad been done by the men of the
Fourth. Some of them made an attempt to carry their wounded Com-
mander to the hospital. But he coon died, and the Brahmin sepoys, to
whom the touch of a corpse is deadly pollution, buried him. Meanwhile,
Pearson and bis two comrades made their way to the Cavalry lines.
But here the bullets fl:w fast. Mackellar aud Ryves, being mo 11ted,
made a rush for it, forded the river and galloped off towards Agra:
and Pearson stood alone barefooted. ¢ Just at this moment three
sepoys caught hold of me, and said they would try and save me. They
tbrew off my hat, tore off my trouscrs and the remaining boot, covered
me as well as they could with my horse-cloth, which my groom had
brought along with us, and, putting me between the two, the third walked
in fiont ;and what between knocking up one man’s mueket, whose bayonet
was just at my back, and declaring I was onc of their wives we got
through all the seutries and crossed the river. They then wanted me to
make the Lest of my way off, saying that the chances were ten to one that
my wife was killed by that time, but I told them plainly I wonld not try
to escapc without her. After a great deal of persuading, they took me
down the banks of the river (the opposite side of which was regularly lined
with sentiies to prevent escape) till we came opposite our house, where
they set me down, and one man said, ‘Now I will go and bring your
wife to you if she is alive’ ; so off he went, and after about twenty minutes
of the most agonizing suspense dear M—and T met again. I muod say
the three sepoys with us behaved splendidly. Seeing pcor M—was un-
able to walk, they tied my horse-cloth in a sort of bag fashion on to a
musket, put her into it, and placing the butt and muzzle on their shoulder,
carried her this way seven miles till we reached the Residency, by which
time I could hardly put my feet to the ground from walking barefoot over
the thorny ground. On arriving there we met threo other people just
escaped, and I got an elephant, on which we all mounted, intending to
seek further protection in the Lushkur, with the Maharajah, to whom lots
of people had gone; but beforo we had got half a mile we met nearly a
dozen ecarriages, all in full gallop, accompanied by the body-guard in full
retreat back to the Residency.”” They swiftly turncd back, and a few sowars
being left to protect them, they soon reached the Residency. The other
party of fugitives on the road consisted of Major Mucpherson and his
sister Mrs, Innes,* Brigadier Ramsay, Captain and Mrs. Maude and child,

* Mrs. Innes, wife of Genoral McLeod Innes, V.C.
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Captain~ and Mrs. Mnrray and two children, and several other persons of
whom the majority were women and children.

Brigadier Ramsay and Captains Meade and Murray, ﬁnding‘ it useless to
attempt reaching the lines, had proceeded with their families under the
escort of some faithful sepoys to the Phoolbagh ( Flower Garden ),*
Scindia’s palace in the Lashkar. When news was brought to the Residency
of the outbreak at the cantonment, Macphereon set off at once to see
the Maharajah. He found him at the Phoolbagh surrounded by his troops
under arms. Dunker Rao was with his master. Both knew the temper
of the rebels and of their own troops, and they declared it was impossible
to protect the fugitives. They had already ordered carriages and palan-
quins to convey them to Agra, and an escort of Scindia’s bodyguard
to guard them. Macpherson, with noble courage and self-devotion, wished
{o remain at his post, but Scindia, feeling that his presence would be a
source of grave embarrassment and that his life would not be safe, wisely
protested against his stay. The young sovereign realised the magnitude
of a catastrophe which might even threaten his throne and, anxious and
agitated, he had to face a most difficult position. His troops might coalesce
with the rebels and demand that he should lead them against the English.
If he refused they might, having powerful artillery, bombard his city aund
fort. His first idea was, by means of his treasure, to purchase the departure
of the rebels from his territory. But Major Macpherson urged the
Mahratta Chief to make, for the sake of the British Government, a
splendid effort to retain them until Agra could be reinforced or Delhi
fall. He must rely on British strength and British generosity to
reward him for any temporary sacrifice or peril to his more immediate
interests. Dunker Rao asked, if it were necessary for the detention of
these rebels to receive them into the Mabarajah’s service, would the
Governor General approve of the step? The Political Ag\ent said, if
pno other means might avail, the measure might be adopted.t The
Maharajah, through his Minister promised that every effort should
be made and every stratagem adopted to detain the contingent, and
right well did Scindia keep his promise.

Macpherson, after his interview with Scindia, set forth with his party
for Agra. After proceeding about eighteen miles, they halted during the
hot hours of the day, and about four o’clock started again for Dholpore.

*#¢ This residence is more priucely than the town palace, it has such wealth of space,
with haudsome lofty rooms, pillars, fountains terraces and gardens of flowers. *’ Campaign-
sng Ezperiences by Mvs. Henry Doberley, page 159,

1 * Momorials of Berviee in India ', edited by William Maopherson, poge 317,



INTRODUCTION 31

The sun had almost done his work when they entered a village eight
miles from the river Chumbul (which divides Scindia’s territory from
Dholpore) and found two hundred Ghazis drawn up under the Com-
mand of a Mubhammadan who had once been a native officer in the
Gwalior Contingent.  After long parley he protested that he did not
wish to injure the Europeans and came to visit them arrayed in green,
fingering his beads unceaseless.”” The commander of the bodyguard,
however, discovered that a party of bandits was posted in the ravines
fringing the river and he and his men wisely refused to walk into the
trap. Having got through the village, the fugitives halted near it for
the night. Macpherson now determined to abandon the carriages and to
send the ladies at midnight on horseback by a bridle path to cross the
river lower down. As they were on the point of starting, the camp
was startled by the arrival of Thakoor Buldeo Sing and a strong band of
followers, He was a Brahmin, the chief of a warlike clan in the neigh-
bourhood. The wise Diwan, who knew the country and people well, had
asked him to come to their aid and he had gladly obeyed the summons.
He 1eminded the Resident of a visit he had once paid them and of his
intercession with the Diwan regarding some tanks and wells for his
people. “ Wehave not forgotten this,” he said “and we will defend you
with our lives.””  Buldeo Sing set half of his men to watch the Ghazis
and, with tbe rest of his band, conducted the fugitives to the river. At
the edge of the ravines the bodyguard left them ¢ under orders it was
said from Gwalior”’.*  The Thakoor guided them through the rough
country, avoiding a baund of mutineers by changing the route, and by his
aid they crossed the Chumbul. On the opposite bank, a body of the
Rana’s troops and some elephants was ready to receive them. At 10 a.m.
they reached Dholpore, and were treated by the Chief with great kind-
pess. T At dusk they started again for Agra, “ the ladies and children in
native carts, and the gentlemen on elephants escorted by some of the
Rana’s troops. We had two or three alarms during the night, but
at length got to the end of our journey, and reached the Cantonment of
Agra about 10 A.M. Most thankful were we to be again in safety after
all that had occurred.’””

. At the edge of the ravines the bodyg mrd despxte of remongtrances and reproachen.
turned thewr back v pon the party”’”” It is however quite possible that the Diwan ordered
them back because be did not want a conflict between the Mahrattas and Jats. He knew
buldeo was quite capable of conducting them eafely.

+ 'The Chief was & Jat, the descendant of the Raua of Gohud who had made Gwalior
over to us,
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On Friday the 19th another body of fugitives, consisting entirely
of women and children, made their way from Gwalior to Agra. At the
first outbreak of the mutiny in that Cantonment, Dr. and Mrs. Kirke,
Mr. and Mrs. Coopland and Mrs. Raikes took shelter in Major Blake's
bungalow, where they found his wife. As the roads were soon guarded
and planted with guns and the cavalry rode to and fro, it was
impossible for them to make their escape. Straggling shots were heard
and an evil din came ever onwards. The guards rushed into the house
and said the mutineers had been joined by the ruffians of the bazaar and
were coming to loot the house. They advised them to go into the
garden, for, if they were discovercd, they would sssuredly be slain. A
faithful Mubammadan servant of Mrs. Blake’s guided them to a spot
where they lay concealed behind a bank well covered with bushes, The
night was clear and they understood the meaning of the red glare in the
sky. “The moon (which had now risen) looked calmly down on our
misery, and lighted the heavens, which were flecked with myriads of
stars.”” An ominous crackling was heard and shouts of glee and triumph.
The mob was burning and plundering the bungalow next door. Presently
the din grew louder : clouds of smoke and shafts of flames swept over
them. Major Blake’s house was on fire. Then footsteps were heard
coming towards them. The sepoys were searching for them. I saw
the moonlight glancing on their bayonets as they thrust aside the
bushes, and they passed so close by us that we might have touched
them.””®* Mirza stood by bis mistress. The faithful sentry came and
told her that “the sahib was shot.” She had now no desire to
escape for “ the bitterness of death seemed past,’’t but Mirza and
the sepoy dragged her to Mirza’s hut at the _corner of the garden,
Dr. and Mrs. Kirke with Mrs. Raikes and her nurse and baby\ took refuge
in a stable. Mr. Coopland and his wife followed Mrs. Blake. They all
«rouched down in the hut not daring to move and scarcely to breathe.
Mirza then barred the door and fistened it with a chain, Half an hour
crept on. Then they heard the sepoys again searching for them. They
came outside and asked Mirza, “ Have you no Feringhis (Europeans)
concealed,” He swore the mcst sacred oath in the Koran that there
were none in his house. They were not satisfied. They hit the door
with the butt end of their muskets. The chain fell with a clang, and as
the door burst open the full mcon shed its light on their bayonets. « We

¢ 4 Lady’s escape from Gwalior by R. M, Coogland, page 123,
t Mrs, Blake's Narra, ive,
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thought they were going to charge in upon us: but no; the hut was so
dark they could not see us. They called for a light ; but Mirza stopped
them and said, ‘ You see they are not here : come and I will ghow you
where they are” e then shut and fastened the door and they again
wenl away.” Silence awhile. Mirza returned and softly said, “They
will be here again soon, and will kill me for concealing you, when 1
swore you were nof here; so I will take you to the bearer’s hut ¥ : he will
not hetray you.” Ile theu opened the door and they went out. “Day
was beginning to dawn, and the air folt cool after the close atmosphere
of the house we had heen in for so many hours.”” Mirza guided them to
his fellow-servant’s hut, one of a cluster built of mud and very low and
small. They lay on the ground uite worn ont. with watching and terror
“Our lips were parched, and we Letened intently to hear the least sound :
but a brooding silence prevailed.’” Here they were joined by Mrs.
Raikes and her baby. Day grew apace and a party of sepoys returned
{o search for the officer. They heard the haby ery, and they told the
native nurse who wax standing ncar the door toshew them the child.
As she brought it out a shoutarose, Feringhee ke baba (It is an European
child). The mother's shrick rent, the air.  The sepoys began to pull off
the roof of thateh. They did not dare to enter for fear of the rifle
and revolver. The wretched fugitives stood up close together in a corner
of the hut: each of us took up one of the logs of wood that lay on the
ground as some means of defence.  When the roof was off the eepoys
hogan to fire down upon them At the first chot they dropped the wood
and Ceopland ewclaimed “ Let us rush ont, and not dic like rats ina
hole.” “Wae all rushed out ; and Mrs. Blake, Mrs. Raikes and [ clasped
our hands and cried, 1/ uf maro, mut maro, (do not killus).”” The sepoys
said, “We will not kill the me n-sahibs, Jonly thesahih.””’§ Instantly they

* Benter. The word has two weanings in Anglo-Indian colloquial: (a) A palanquin-carrier,
() (In the Bengal Piesidoncs) n domestic servant who has chargo of his master’s clothes,
household furniture, and (often) of hus ready money. /fobson-Johson by Colonel Ienry
Yule, R.E., C.B.,and A. C. Bugnell, Pt D., C.I.I.

+ Mrs. Blake’s Narraliie

+ Mem-Sahib, This singular example of a hybrid term is the usual respectful designa.
tion of a European marricd lady in the Bengal Presidency; the first portion representing
Ma’am. Hobson-Jobson, by Col, Henry Yule ond A. C. Burnell.

§ Sahib. ‘Lhe title by which, all over India, European gentlemen, and it may be nid
Europeans generally, are addressed, and spoken of, when no di-respect is intended, by
natives. It is also the general title (at least where Hindustani or Persian is usad) which is
affixed to the name or office of a European, corresponding thus rather to Monsieur than to
Mr. For Colonel Sahib, Collector Sahib, Lord Sahib, and cven Sergeant Sahib ave thus
used, ns well aa the general vocative Sahib! ¢ 8ir}’ Inother Hlind. use the word is equivalent
to * Master’; and it is occasionally used as a specific title both among Hindus and
Musulmans, e.g, Appa Sahib, Tipi Sahilr; and generically is affixed to the titles ot men
of 1ank when indicated by those titles, as Khgn Sakib, Nawab Sahib, Raja Sahib. The
wordis Arabic and originally meant ‘a companion,’ sbid,

D
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dragged the ladies back into a hut. “1 saw no more,” writes the
Chaplain's wife, “ but volley after volley soon told me all was over.”*
They lay on the ground in the hut “and the stillness was such, that a
little mouse crept out and looked at us with its bright eyes and was not
afraid.”” Mrs. Campbell, the wife of Captain Campbell, vashed in with
her hair falling about her shoulders, in profusion and ina native dress.
She had been alone all that dread night and was half wild with fear.
Murs. Kirke with her little son joined them. Her hushand, who was much
beloved by the officers and sepoys under his care, had just been slain
before her eyes. A crowd of natives now began to gather round the hut
and the unfortunate women became the centro of much curiosity. Mrs.
Campbell, known as the Rose of Gwalior, they greatly admired, and
remarked how well her feet looked in Indian slippers. Mrs. Blake they said
was already dying. Thena party of the 2nd Infantry came and carried
them to their lines. On arriving there, several of the sepoys said with
deep emotion to Mrs. Blake, “ We will take you to the Sahib.” A dead
charger lay on the road near the Quarter Guard and, passing beyond all
possibility of doubt, she was overcome with a deadly weakness. They
placed her on a rough native bed and gave her some water. When she re-
covered, a native officer of her husband'’s regiment bent on one knee before
her and said the Colours were gone. The braised heart felt no fear and
anger rose in her bitter and momentary. “It is your own fault”: she
said, “ Where is he? and why did you kill him?”, The native officer
replied that the Major had been killel hy the 4th Foot and that his own
men had buried him. Mrs. Gilbert and her child and Mrs. Procter now
joined the little group.

Lieutenant Procter had staying in his bungalow when the outbreak
began Mrs. Gilbert, the wife of an absent officer. Ile and his wife might
have made their ezcape on foot but “ Mrs. Gilbert was helpless, she was
daily expecting her confinement. 8ho could not run and how could he
leave her.”t  All night Procter, his wife, Mrs. Gilbert and her child lay
crouched up in a dark corner of the hutler’s hut, As day broke they
were discovered. A sepoy came into the hut, and having got from them

all the little money they had, “to bribe the rest Le said to let us escape ”’

® ¢ The Chaplain, Mr. Coopland, wholly unkuown to the trcops, was pursued with volleys
through cantonments and cut down.” Report on Guwalior, dated February 10th, 1838,

tMre. Procter’s manwseript Nagrative of her esoape from Gwalior. 1t has never before
been priated,
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he told them the sepoys had made a vow that the women and children
would not he hurt. “Tt was only my poor husband they sought,”
When the sepoy had gone, Procter ““ moved from his corner and lay down
behind a bed, T covered him with a counterpane and lay over him, but
oh! we knew well all was now in vain.”” Sonn after, seven or eight sepovs
camein and scarched around. They bronght wheaten cake and water and
told the women not to be afraid. They did not want to touch them. “A
dread unnatural calm eame over me. [ could have done anything then, 1
spoke to them all quietly, ate and drank what they brought, and told
them I wasnot afraid  They asked me who 1 was, T told them, they
<aid at once, ‘ Where is your Sahib’? I said ¢Oh!if you could tell me 1
should he so happy.’ ¢ Where is he?” Ah they knew too well.  After two
or three hours of this agonising suspense I could take no heed of time—
Murs. G. and nurse were taken «ul of the hut. 1 sat still, and dreadful
men came in and said, get up, and go out, they came quite close to me
with their muskets, I said ‘don’t kill me, what will you do with my sahib
if you find him ?*  “Kill him’ was the reply at the same time telling me
to risc.  All hope was now gone. I knew not what I did as 1 went out,
one thought alone possessed me that they wore going to kill him !  The
compound was full of sepoys loading their muskets. I threatened, entrea-
ted, promised all was in vain, They only laughed and told some of their
comrades to take me hy the hand and lead me out. I heard shots —1
turned anl saw him running some 40 yards without being hit. I could
look no longer and just as I turned awuy they caid ¢ fallen ’(Gera) Oh
that awful moment.” The unfortunate Procter, on his wife leaving the
hut, rushed out and ran with his hest speed followed by the bullets of
his men. He reached 2 low mud bank. ‘“There a Sowar was standing
with his Tulwar concealed, the moment the sahib came within reach he
cut him across the head and face. He fell instantly heaved one sigh and
all was over. One ball entered his leg.”” ‘Ibe next day three native ser-
vants buried their master’s body in the graveyard.

A few of the sepoys took Mra. 'rocter to the lines of the 2nd Regiment,
where she found Mrs. Gilbert and the other ladies surrounded by muti-
neers. About five minutes later, the men of her husband’s regiment
insisted on taking Mrs, Procter and Mrs, Gilbert to their lines, and the
men of the 2nd orderced their dead commander’s carriage to be got ready
in order to take his wilow where she pleased. Seven women, two
children and a nurse were packed into it. The faithful Mirza drove,
and two sepoys escorted 1t as far as the town. On reaching the palace

DY
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of the Maharajah he forwarded them at once in bullock carts to the Chum-
Lul*, They were joined on the road by Mrs. Gilbert, Mrs, Procter and Mus.
Queck, a Sergeant’s wife. They toiled slowly onwards the whole of that
long hot afternoon : ©“ the dust rising in clouds, and the hot wind parch-
ing us. The men who drove the bullocks could hardly make them move.”
When the red sun was low they had gone hut a few miles, and the ever
faithful Mirza told them they were heing pursued by some troopers. On
reaching a station where the horses for the mail weve kept, Mirza told
them to get out of the carts and hide themselves. We all sat on the
ground and Mirza said, “ Only pretend to go to sleep : but I fear I cannot
save you as they arc bent on killing youw.” Presently they heard the
clatter of iron-shod hoofs and five troopers rode up armed with matchlocks
and swords. As soonas they saw the carts they stopped and dismounted.
Mirza went towards them and began talking to them. * We heard him
eay, See how tired they are ; they have had norest. Let them sleep to-
night you can kill them to-morrow : only let them sleep now.” They
retired a short distance. But when darkness had fallen they came for-
ward again and began loading their muskets and unsheathing their swords.
Mirza begged the women to give him their trinkets to bribe the ruffians
to spare their lives, ¢ Murs, Blake was the only one who had any, Mrs.
Campbell and Mrs. Kirke having been stripped of theirs, and I [Mrs.
Procter] hat left mine behind. I instantly took off my wedding ring and
tied it round my waist as 1 was determined to sive it if possible.”  Mrs.
Blake gave her ornaments to Mirza who handed them to the sowars, They
were disappointed at the smallness of the booty, and holding a loadel pistol
at Mirza’s breast, made him swear there were no more articles, Mrs,
Campbe'l who knew the vulgar tongue came forward and offered them £40
if they would take a note to her husband at Agra. The villains at first
congented and went for some paper, but returned and said it was a plot to
betray them iuto the hands of the authorities. They again threatened to
kill the women, At that moment was heard the tramp of horse and the
clang of arms. It was the Maharajah’s body zuard returning from escorting
Major Macpherson and his party. The ruffians disappeared. The women
begged the bodyguard to escort them to Agra. But they refused as they
had no orders from their Sovereign. They too went off. ¢ We then lay
down, sna some of us went to sleep : the poor chi'dren did, at least.”
With the first glint of dawn, they again set forth. About noon on

T %6 To have uttempted more had been their certain destraction he being very hardly pressed
to save the lives even of the Cbristian families in his hereditary service furiously demanded
by the fanatics”> Report on Guealior, dated February 10th, 1858.
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Tuesday they reached the second @d% bungalow on the way to Agra.
Here they balted during the day. In the evening they again started in
the carts. - Mirza had procured some chuddars, or large veils which native
women wear, in which they wrapped their heads £o as to look like them cn
a journey. * The oxen slowly dragged their weary limbs along, hanging
their heads and stopping every instant.”” At night they reached a large
village. They got out of the carts and huddled together by theroad side.
The rustics came to see them and remarked about these wearied draggled
women, ‘ Well, they are not worth a picc ( farthing ) each.”” But to
the Rose of Gwalior they said, “ youare worth ananna ( threc half pence).”
The next day they reached the Chumbul, and leaving their carts, they
crossed it in a rude boat. Soon after reaching the opposite bank a trooper
on a camel rodc up and gave Mrs. Campbell a note. 1t was from her
husband and addressed to Scindia. She read it. Believing that all in
Gwalior not of Major Macpherson’s party had been slain, he begged His
Royal Highness that the bodies should be decently interred—especially
his own wife’s. ‘The trooper offered to take her to her husband. He
had come a few miles out of Agra determined to learn at any risk the
fate of his wife : and was now the trooper said at the <d% bungalow at
Mannea. The Rose of Gwalior generous, chivalrous, and brave, refused
to desert her companions. Taking a pin she pricked on the back of her
hiusband’s note— We are here, more than a dozen women and children
send us help.”” The trooper went off and the poor creatures rallied their
courage and “ pounded over the burnink sands facing a scorching hot
wind without even a rag to cover our heads.’”” When they had crossed
the sands, Mra. Queck, the Sergeant’s wife, fell down in a fit of apoplexy
and in a quarter of an hour she was dead. As her companions trpdgep
on, they begged some villagers to bury her body. So died one of ¢ the
most gentle and kind-hearted creatures that ever existed.”” Soon after
the party were met by clephants and carts which took them to Dholpore.
Here they rested for the night. As daylight was coming on them, they
started in country carts for Manneca which they reached in eafety and
found Captain Campbell. Here Mrs. Gilbert gave birth to a daughter.
The mutineers were, however, hovering around looking for Feringhees, and
after a few hours halt they again set forth. The mother and chiid were
placed on a native cot and carried, while the rest travelled in their country
carts. ‘ Having got a strong guard from the Rana of Dholpore we
proceeded in safety all night, and arrived next morning at 9 o’clock in
Agra. Forlorn and desolate indeed was our condition.”



Indore.

38 INTRODUCTION

In Central India two Mahratta Military leaders, Scindia of Gwalior
and Holkar of Indore alternately held the fore-eminence. - After
the Marquis of Hastings had crushed the wandering bandits of Central
India and brought to a successful close the Pindari war (1817), which
gave a death blow to Mahratta supremacy, Scindia and Gwalior both
became Protected Native Stato« : and Indore, Holkar’s capital, was selected
a8 the Head-quarters of the Agent to the Governor-General for Central
India. On the 16th of June, news reached Indore that the Gwalior
Contingent had risen and Scindia’s capital was in the hands of the
mutineers. The Agent to the Governor-General at the time was Henry
Marion Durand, a gallant soldier of eminent abilities and, in the full
sense of the word, a good man.

Henry Marion Durand was born on the 6th November 1812. His
father, an officer of cavalry of powerful build and great courage, had
served on the staff of Sir John Moore, had accompanied his chief in
the famous retreat through the mountains of Galicia, was by his side
when he fell at Corunna and helped to bury him at the dead of night.
He afterwards took part in the crowning victory of Waterloo, but his early
death put an end to a career full of promise. When his son had the
choice of a nomination to Haileybury and the carcer of a civil adminis-
trator or a cadetship to Addiscombe, ho chose the profession dignified by
danger. Henry Marion Durand was but a lad of thirteen when he entered
the Company’s Military Seminary which gave.to the Empire so many
gallant and illustrious soldiers, Eldred Pottinger, Vincent Eyre and
Napier of Magdala were at the time among the cadets. 1In June, 1828,
Durand left Addiscombe having won many prizes, the sword for good
conduct and a commission in the Bengal Engineers. In October, 1829, he
sailed for India in the Lady Holland. Among his fellow-passengers was
Alexander Duff, the first missionary from the Kirk of Scotland, and a
friendship sprang up which lasted through life. When the cadet became
Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab, Dr. Duff wrote to congratulate him,
Durand answered that when he looked back upon his career and contrasted it
with that of the Scotch missionary, he felt it had been a mere flash in the
pan. Like Henry Lawrence, Henry Durand presented the rare combination
of practical activity and military valour with high culture and a serious
interest in great questions. The wreck of the Lady Holland on the Dassan
island, a small strip of rock and sand some forty miles from Table Bay,
gave the young cadet an opportunity of shewing the same calm courage
which he displayed at the storming of Ghazni. After a stay of some weeks



INTRODUOTION 39

ina little coltage near Cape Town, he again set sail, and landed at Calcutta
about the end of May. Three months later, he was ordered to report
himself to the Chief Enginecer at Cawnpore. On arriving there, he was
directed to proceéd to Meerut, where he was attached to the Department of
Public Works. During the next fifteen months, he was employed in
surveying stations for European troops upon the outer spurs of the
Himalayas, and in constructing barracks for the Himalayan sanatorium
of Landaur* Next we find him, always ardent and diligent, superin-
tending the construction of canals, surveying for new works of irrigation,
and giving his spare hours to the study of military history and languages.
“1T am reading Persian,” he writes to a friend, “and what do you
imagine I have hit upon to translate? Paley’s * Moral and Political
Philosophy.” My Moonshee, I suspect, thinks me mad.” Cesar, “who
at school was read without pleasure or amusement,” he enjoyed vastly.
“Many of his descriptions now strike me as interesting in the extreme,
and make my blood tingle in the samo manner that some parts of
Napier’s ‘ Peninsular War’ effect. The latter work, 1 think I before
told you, I rank as the first of English military works. Sallust, Virgil,
and Horace are also in Camp ; but as I am now fagging at the soft
bastard Latin’ in case I should by any great and unexpected good luck
obtain permission to go to Italy to visit the canals of that country, I
have very little time for my own friends. 1In fact my duty is so eternal
and never-ending that I have to steal a few hours from night to enable
me to get through a little Ttalian, that too when I often would much
sooner sit and idle in consequence.” Some years later (1885), his rich
discovery of fossils on the Siwalik hills, a low range, lying at the foot of
and parallel to the Himalayas, led him to the study of paleontology and
he wrote several papers descriptive of the most interesting specimens for
the Journal of the Bengal dsiatic Society. In1837, he was placed by Lord
Auckland on special duty in connection with a project for draining and
reclaiming the Najafgarh swamp near Delhi.* The knowledge he had
acquired of the people and of their land tenures during his out-door work
on the canals led to the young engineer officer being offered the post of
Secretary to the Agra Board of Revenue. He was about to accept it
when news of an advance into Afghanistan reached him. His strong
military instincts led him to volunteer for military service,and he was
attached to the army of the Indus as one of the two engineer officers

® The life of Major-General 8ir Henry Mayion Derand, K.C.8.I., C.B,, ¥y .M.
Durand. Vol. I.
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charged, in additien to their ordinary duties, with the work of the
Topographical Department. At the capture of the renowned fort of
Ghazni, he discovered a feeling of genuine chivalry and complete
intrepidity. He had been selected to command the party which was to
blow in the Kabul Gate, but knowing that Captain Peat, who was his
senior, expected the command, he requested that it might be given him.
Durand ¢raved that to him should be entrusted the hazardous operation
of placing the powder and firing the train. The boon was granted.
Close to the massive portal the native sappers piled the bags containing
nine hundred pounds of powder. Durand and Sergeant Robertson laid the
hose and a port-fire attached to it along the foot of the scarp to a sally-port,
into which they stepped. The port-fire would not light, and Durand *
was some time blowing at the slow match and port-fire before the latter
caught and blazed. But it went out. Durand and the sergeant lit it
again, and after watching it burn steadily for some moments, they
retired to the sallysport. The enemy, expecting a gencral escalade, had
manned the wide circumference of the walls and sent forth from the
ramparts a brisk fire of musketry, But they knew not the real danger.
‘“ Anxious, however, to discover the cause of the bustle which they
partially heard in the direction of the important entrance, they now
displayed a large and brilliant blue light on the widened rampart
immediately above the gate. But they had not time to profit by its glare,
when the powder exploded, shivered the massive barricade in pieces, and
brought down in hideous ruin into the passage below masses of masonry and
fractured beams.”” The fire from the ramparts swept the front companies
under Colonel Dennie and the reserve column under Brigadier Sale drawn
up on the road, who awaited the bugle signal to advancc from Peat’s
covering party. But the bugler had been shot through the head. Peat,
“a cool brave soldier,” returned to the column and reported the entrance
was blocked. Above the sighing of the boisterous wind and the rattle of
the musketry, Durand heard the bugler’s signal of retreat. He had, with
a keener observation, seen that no failure had taken place and, unable
himself by illness and an accident to run, sent the good tidings by a

# Years afterwar, ‘, ord Clyde, then Sir Colin Campbell, ascertained from my father the
truth of this story of Which he had heard. His comment was a characteristic one. By
God, Durand,” he oxclaimed after & moment’s silence, bringing his hand down with an
owphatic slap upon bis knee, ** By God, Durand, 1 would not have done that for my own
father.’—Life of Masor-General Sir Henry Marion Durand, X.C.8.1.,0.B. By H. A,

Durnad, C8 1., Vol. I, p. 53.
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brother officer.* The bugle lifted its gallant note ; the storming party
advanced and Ghagzni was won. Shortly after the occupation of Kabul,
Durand returned to India with Sir John Keane.

Durand’s part in the Afghan campaign had greatly increased his
reputation. It had also enabled him to acquire a considerable amount of
information regarding Scinde, Afghanistan and the Punjab. After his
return he was mainly occupied in preparing a number of maps, plans and
reports connected with the campaign. In the spring of 1841, after
eleven years passed in the East, he sailed for England. There was no cloud
on the Indian horizon. Dost Muhammad had come into Kabul and
surrendered.  “Once more,” Durand writes in his journal, *“ Lord
Auckland’s Juék is beyond calculation, and promises to carry him through
everything.”  Soon after reaching home, Durand was introduced to Lord
Ellenborough, who had been nominated to succeed Lord Auckland.
Ellenborough asked him to write a nnlitary memoir on the Punjab for
the Duke of Wellington, and offered him an appointment as aide-de-camp
on his staff. Towards the close of November, he sailed for India with
his chief. At the end of February the ship approached Madras. No
news from India had reached them since October. The future Governor-
General asked if they were near enough to communicate with the shore.
“T1 was told,” says Lord Elleuborough, “ we were, and I desired them to
inquire whether there was any news. I took the telegraph book in my
own hand to take down the answer. It came, ¢ Yes, very distressing from
the North-West, the army destroyed.” + This was the first intimation I
had on ny arrival of the actual state of things then ¢visting.”’

Lord Ellenborough arrived at Calcutta on the 28th of February 1841
and immediately assumed the officc of Governor-General of India, Shortly
before landing, he had appointed Durand to the post of Private Scorctary, an
office of great labour and responsibility, requiring sound judgment, con-
siderable method and powsr of work. As the confidant of the ruler of an
Empire, a Private Secretary must be brave and faithful, capable of execut-
ing orders punctually, of keeping secrets inviglably, of obseiving facts
vigilantly and of réporting them fruly; and such a man was Marion

* Keane, who was created a G.C.B. and Baron Keanc of Gbazni, afterwards did ample
justice to the gallantry und presence of mind of the young subskteen. “ Had it rested
with me,” he said, I would have handed over to you my Cross of the Path as the rightful
owner of it.”” And forty yoars later the “*Ghazni’’ medal was fouhded by some of the
officers of my father’s co:ps in remembrance of him.”~Life of Mafor-General Sir Henry
Marion Durand, K.C.S.1, C. B., By H. M, Durand, C.8.L, Vol. 1, p. 67.

¥+ Speech in the House of Lord delivered on the 10th Avgust 1860.
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Durand. * * But he was of too commanding a spirit, too little of a
diplomat to Jis n popular Private Secretary. The essence of his character,
being loyalty and obedience, two of a soldier’s cardinal virtues, he identi-
fied himself with the views and policy of a master the great energy and
decision of whose character were obscured by vanity. Lord Ellenborongh
found the business of the Government conducted ona bad system, and he
attempted to improve it. He wrote to the Duke of Wellington: ¢ The
most trifling things come before the Governor-General in Council and
occupy the time while the Empire may be in danger. Lord Auckland
told me I should find a great want of instruments : 1 could find them
more easily in the army than in the Civil Service.” And when he
found better instruments in the army for appointments hitherto reserved
for the protégés of the Court, be had to contend against the whole
influence of the Court snd of the Civil Service. Durand, as Piivate Secre-
tary, also made many bitter foes on account of his master’s honest and
patriotic distribution of patronage. Lord Ellenborough was, however,
~ too occupied with war and foreign policy to be able to effest any great
improvement in the internal administration. Durand accompanied the
Governor-General throughout the Gwalior Campaign and was by his side
at Maharajpore 28th December 1843, where the English once more
encountered the Mahrattas. Ellenborough was in the thick of the fight
which he ¢ thoroughly enjoyed and seemed utterly regardless as to
danger.” TFor Maharajpore, Durand received the star which was made
from the metal of the captured guns.

Tn June, 1844, Lord Ellenborough heard the news of his recall by the
Courtt and on the lst of August he embarked for England. Durand
asked permission to accompany his chief, but the application having been
refused, he accepted the post of Commissioner of the Tenasserim province
offered him by Sir Henry Hardinge, the new*Governor-General. On the
18th of November, 1844, George Broadfoot, the head of the illustrious
garrison of Jalalabad, wrote to Lord Ellenborough—* Captain Darand,
I was delighted to find my successor in Tenasserim, the fittest man in

¢ Ses The History of England. By Thomas Badington Macaulay, Vol. I1, p. 171,

+ On the 2nd of July 1844 Lord Ellenborough wrote to the Duke of Wellington :-~

“ I was perfectly prepared for my recall by the Ceurt which I learnt by the last muil,
the report I had received of their conduct havivg satisfled me thav they intended to proceed
to that extremity ; but even knowing, as I have long done all your generons kinduess, I was
hardly prepared for your speech, of which you sent the report to the Zémes, a speech Which
would conscle me for vuch greater injustice and wrong than 1 have experienced at the hands
of the Court,”
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India for the situation, able and benevolent.”’* Durand continued the good
work begun by Broadfoot, who had, in spite of strenuous oppodition swept
away many abuses, and introduced sound measures of reform. Durand
was benevolen®, but against evil-doers hard as flint. He was’ by ‘nature
incapable of making a compromise. He found that the valuable teak
forests of the province were being rapidly destroyed by the European
and Native speculators abusing their licenses to cut timber. The agents
of a Calcutta firm were convicted by the Conservator of Forests of wanton
destruction of timber in a portion of the forests held by them. The
policy of the Commissioner was the substitution of Government manage-
ment for the licensing system. The Moulmein merchants and the
Moulmein press stormed against it. The Conservator of Forests brought
a criminal charge against the editor of a paper for a gross libel, and a
charge against a European for fraudulent conduct in timber transactions.
Both cases were tried by Durand, who convicted the prisoners and
senteuced the editor to imprisonment and fine. 'lhey sent a petition to
the Deputy-Governor of Bengal, Sir Herbert Maddock, who, in the absence
of the Governor-General in the I'unjab, was the President in Council.
The Deputy-Governor requested that the Calcutta Judges would report on
the case, and they reported against it on a purely technical point of the
conviction. The Deputy-Governor as President in Council removed Durand
from his post.t It would have been more chivalrousand decent, as he
was dealing with a man to whom he was personally hostile, if he had
left the final decision to the Governor-General. Methodical, with a firm
and lofty soul and the purest motives for his guides, Durand had carried
ontbe administration of the province steadily and ably, heedless of the
calumnies of envy and avarice, but he had not that superficial sympathy
and buoyant nature which furnish the power to reform abuses with the
minimum of friction.

Lord Hardinge,on his return to Calcutta,offered Durand the situation of
Chief Engineer at Lahore, the advanced post of the army, ¢ This at all
events will show,” the Governor-General said, “‘ that I am not displeased
with him.” This offer was refused in a letter, which Lord Hardinge
rightly characterised as ““cold.”” Having declined the appointment in
the Punjab, Durand sailed for England to lay his case before the Court of
Directors. He obtained opinion of Counsel as to the legality of his views

® TAs caresr of Major General Broadfoot, C.B. By Major W. Broadfoot.

+ As Director of Records I had an opportunity of reading the whole case, Durand

behaved as s stromg, honourable man, but his reply to the Bengal Secretary’s letter was more
warm than discreet,
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in the two Tenasserim cases, and, armed with their opinion, he presented his
appeal.  The Court had already approved of the orders of Sir Herbert
Maddock and he got the stercotyped reply which fresh proof can seldom
modify. The Court saw no reason to alter their determination, The
President of the Board of Control, Sir John Hobhouse, afterwards Lord
-Broughton, however, told him that when Le went back to Tndia he should
be employed exactly as he hatl been before and should be no sufferer in
any respect from what had passed. Durand sought consolation from the
keenest of vexations, the vexation of injustice, in composition. He
employed the winter and spring in writing his valuable Sketch of the
First Afghan War which was published thirty ycars later, when the lessons
of the first Afghan War had been forgotten and when we were engaged
in a second campaign in that country.

In June, 1848, news reached England of the murder, by the direction
or under the anthority of Moolraj, the governor of the distriet of Multan,
of Mr., P, Vans Agnew, the Political Assistant, and Licutenant Anderson
who commanded the Sikh Escort. Durand knew that the Sikhs had
been defeated but not crushed in the first Sikh War, and that to grant
them, after their defeat, the right to govern themselves was a generous but
dangerous experiment. He felt certain that the outbreak at Multan
would spread and that the Sikhs would try another fall with their old
antagonists, In July, he sailed from England, but, as the steamers were
full, he went in a sailing vessel and did not reach Caleutta till the begin-
ning of December. Three weeks later, he joined the Commander-in-

B oY Chief’s army. At the sanguinary battle of Chillianwala he was through-
out the day by the side of Lord Gough, At the crowning vietory of
Gujerat he served “ with a very good officer,” he writes, seven days after
the action, ¥ General Campbell of the 98th, Heis'a friend of Sir C. Napier,
and a8 cool, brave and judicious an officer as you can wish to see for a
hot day’s work.”” And Colin Campbell, who proved himself so cool and
brave at Alma and Lucknow, warmly acknowledged Durand’s important
services in his despatch, For his services in the eampaign, Durand was
made a Brevet-Major and received the war medal with two clasps. At
the close of the war, he was anxious to beagain appointed Commissioner
of Tenasserim, the post having become vacant. But it was impossible
for Lord Dalhousie to pass such & slur on the government of his
predecessor. The offer of the charge of a district in the Punjab was
made to him, but it was at once refused on the ground that it would be
very painful to enter upon the execution of duties of a subordinate
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character and under men, without intending the remotest reflection on any
of them, to most of whom I have held superior appointments.” This
roused the ire of the great Viceroy, and Durand was informed that by his
rofusal of a Deputy Commissionership he bad excluded himeelf altogether
from employment in the Punjab. He was, however, offered the political
post of Assistant Resident at the Court of Gwalior, which he accepted.
About the time that Durand went to Gwalior, Sir Charles Napier landed
at Caloutta (6th May 1849), as Commander-in-Chief. Soon after his
arrival, he offered Durand the command of the Sappers and Miners. ‘I want
to know,’”” he wrote, ¢ if this will suit your book. * * * Ifit does,
do let me hear from you directly. Nothing will gratify mc more than
that the first thing in my gift should go to one of Lord Ellenborough’s
friends, and o job, for that I do for no man living, intentionally. If1
did, T could never look Lord Ellentorough in the face. Your claims
appear to me to be stronger than those of any man above you.”” But
Durand considered a grave wrong had Leendone him and he was deter-
mined to have a clear recognition of the fact, by the bestowal of a post
equivalent to the one of which he had been deprived. He refused the
command of the Sappers and Miners, and, shortly after, when the offer
of the Political Agency at the Muhammadan Court of Bhopal was made
to him, he merely wrote a few lines expressing his readiness to ““serve
wherever the Governor-General might be pleased to employ him.” A
milder ruler than Dalhousie would bave been moved to high resentment by
such a provocation. The Commander-in-Chief wrote to Durand a letter
which only Charles Napier could write:  You had no cause to give such
an answer to the Governor-General as you have done. His desire has been
to serve you. If he had not this desire, he might have left you to vegetate
and taken no notice of you at all. * * * Were I in Lord Dalhousie’s
place I tell you honestly I would throw you overboard ¢n receiving your
answer. Had he doue so, you could not have complained. IHis desire to
serve you has been evident, and in return your answer is very little short of
insult. I bave never read a word on the subject, but you and others
think Hardinge ill-used you. Well ¢¢# kim so ! 1 think Lord—ill-used
me, and I told him so in my plain English ; but I did not make a quarrel
with his successor, because he did not make up to me for Lord—'s foul
treat ment. * * * % If one man insults you, you have no right to
insist on an apology from another who hasno concern with the quarrel,
especiall y if he tries to make up to you for the ill-usage you have received.
I repeat to you, my deer friend, you are wrong and were 1 in your place,
1 would say to Lord Dalhousie that I was sulky at the wmischief done m¢
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by Lord Hardinge and had in a fit of temper replied to Lord Dalhousie’s
kinduness very improperly and that I accepted his offer with gratitude to
him.”’* Such an appeal it was hardly possible to disregard. Durand wrote
a letter to Lord Dalhousie expressing his obligation to him. The imperious
Governor-General was cmphatically a great man, whose epirit was raieed
high above the influence of any small passion. He told Napier,  Major
Durand shall be Agent at Bhopal and stand as fair with me as ever he
did.” Again, “ You are aware already that I think Major Durand an
able and good man.”” During Durand’s tenancy of the Agency at Bhopal,
improvements were made in the judicial and revenue administration of the
State ; the financial disorder was converted into a surplus and turbulent
subjects were brought under control. The Agent won the goodwill
and confidence of the famous *“ Secunder Begum,”” who conducted, under
hig supervision, the administration as regent during the minority of her
daughter. The friendship between the Mubhammadan Begum and
Durand was of service in the hour of peril. When the flames of insur-
rection raged round her and she was threatened by her own fanatical
subjects, Secunder Begum never tottered in her loyalty to the British
"Government. The British Resident, when at her Court, found time to
carry on his studies and to labour eagerly on his essays dealing with the
great questions of the time. Durand’s style, a mirror of his own person-
ality, was plain, terse, pure and effective. Time has revealed faults in
his papers, but they are not the faults of a vulgar and mechanical ad minis-
trator. Scattered through them are passages which reveal that he
could elevate his mind to the greatness of that trust to which the order of
Providence has called the English in India. “ Renowned as conquerors,
and not unknown as tax-gatherers, it would not be wise to count, as yet,
on having realized any great capital of popularity. The Anglo-Saxon in
India moves upon the surface; darkness is on the face ‘of the deep
beneath him ; and it remains to be seen whether he will be given that spirit
and wisdom which can alone enable him to form, enlighten, and mould
into a higher state of moral, intellectual, and physical civilization the chaotic
mass of people—ay, of nations—which acknowledge his supremacy.”’t
During the Bhopal days there was, however, little hope and cheerful-
ness, and Durand determived to resign his appointment and return to
England. After two years at home, mainly spent in vainly attempting
T ® Life of Major-General Sir Henry Marion Durand, K.C.S.I, C.B. By H. M. Durand,

C.8.1, Vol. I, p.,134.
+ Life of Maj’or-Ganeral Sir Henry Marion Durand, K,C.8.1, C.B. By H M,

Durand, C.8.1., Vol. I, p. 144.
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to get an appointment at the Board of Control or the War Office,
he returned to Calcutta on the 2nd of January 1856, He found
himself, after oight and twenty years of distinguished service, without
any appointment. The writings of fo robust a thinker as Durand' laid
the foundation of many important reforms, but tkey did not conduce to
the official advancement of the writer. He was considered a dangerous
man, and there was no room in the Political Department for a person of
that description. After remaining three months withont any employ-
ment, Henry Durand had to accept a subordinate post in the department
in which he first made his mark. He was appointed Inspecting Engineer
of the Presidency Circle. The post had one advantage—its head-quarters
was the capital. Durand came into personal contact with Lord Canning,
who became impressed with a sense of his ability and power, The
Governor-General asked him to write Memoranda on the great questions
of the time—the occupation of Quetta, the war with T'ersia. Durand,
as was his wont, expressed his views clearly without diplomatic
subtilty. The march of events has proved the fallacy of many of
the arguments vsed in these State Papers, but they contain lessons
and warnings which time cannot efface. “The gleam of empire is from
British bayonets, but if a fixed and a small quantity of these has
to cope with ever-expanding and diverging spheres of action, there
must eventuilly come a limit of success.”” A few months before the
fountains of the great deep of revolution werg broken loose, he warned
the Governor-General, and deprecated the proposed expedition to Herat,
through Afghanistan; and he warned against a perennial danger—
the danger of denuding India of British troops* Lord Canning,
slow and cautious, but a man of infinite tenacity and will, by degrees
Lrcame convinced that Durand was strong and geuuine, and in March,
when Sir Robert Hamilton had, on account of his health, togo to England,
he appointed him as Governor-General’s Agent in Central India, one o
the moet important political posts in the Empire, . \

The territory known us the Central India Ageney is a section of the
triangular plateau that lies to the south-west of the Jumna, a territory
whose histoty has been strongly influenced by its physical features, A
land of rugged basalt hills and fertile valloys watered by noble streams,

* « Lord Canning was at the time distinctly disposed to go the other way. He had in
f10t written home thut he could spare six regiments of European infantry for any operations
out of India, These regiments were to have been drawn from our northern stations, mainly
from the ‘Punjab, upon the stability of which province, a few wonths later, 8> muck
depended.”wZife of Mafor-General §ir Henry Marson Dyrantl, Voi, I, p. 198,

The Ceat:
Tndia
Agevcy.
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it wae marked off by nature to become the home of states founded by the
younger 8on of a Rajput chief, the Moghul adventurer,or the Mahratta
freebooter. When the Pindaris were crushed and British supremacy
established in Central India, a mnltitude of petty states, whose territory
varied from a few square miles to two or three thonsand, were placed under
the supervision of the officers of the British Government, whose chief was
“the Agent of the Governor-General in Central India.”” Besides the
petty states, there are in Central India six substantive or protected states
who, baving vitality enough to preserve peace and order, were allowed
to retain their independent powers of administration These states are
Gwalior, Indore, Bhopal, Dhar, Dewas, and Jowra, of which two (Bhopal
and Jowra) are Muhammadan and the rest Mahratta.*

~ The scattered dominions of Scindia are bounded on the north by the
British districts of Agra and Etawah, and the protected states of
Dholpore and Rajputana are conterminous with them on the north-
west. Along the whole of these frontiers the viver Chumbul forms
the boundary line. To the north-cast the Gwalior State extends almost
to the point where the Chumbul and the Jumna are joined hy a smaller
tributary, known as the Sind, which divides it from the protected States
of Bundelecund. On the south-cast the river Betwa scparates it from the
British districts. To the south, between the Gwalior State and British
territory, lies the Muhammadan State of Bhopal. To the west of Bhopal
is the dominion of Holkar, which stretches beyond the Nerbudda, hardly
less sacred in the eyes of the Hindu than the holy Ganges. About forty
miles north of the Nerbudda, on a plateau some two thousand feet above
the sea, is situated in an isolated fraction of the state, Indore, the capital.
Indore is an artificial and not a geographical capital, and as the state was
built up by a series-of spoliations, the capital is separated from the remain-
ing parts of the dominion by the smaller states which, though robbed,
survived. To the north and north-east lies, separating it from a portion
of its territory, the Mahratta state of Dewas, which before the British
occupation was sorely oppressed by Scindia and Holkar and plundered of
many districts, To the west, the Mabratta state of Dhar separates it from
territory plundered from the noble Puar family. To the north of the
state lies Jowra. But in this case the Mahratta chief had to bestow a
fief on a Moslem adventurer. To the north of Jowra, the dominion of
Holkar stretches into Rajputana, by which it is surrounded on three

® 4 Collection of Treaties, Engagements, and Sunnads relating to India and Neigh-
ourimg Cowntries, By C, U.' Aitchison, Vol. IV,
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sides. Gwalior, Indore, and the other States of the Central India Ageney
are geographical expressions, being merely names given to portions of
the great triangular peninsula divided by no marked natural boundaries-
The geographical position of the penivmla was itself, however, during the
mutiny of vital importance, Through it, from the Nerbudda on the
south to the river Chumbul on the north, ran the great bighway which
connected Bombay -with Madras, It was also the chief route for tele-
graphic communicaticn between Caleutta and the Bombay and Madras
Presidencies.

On the Bth of April, Sir Henry Durand assumed charge of the office
of Agent to the Goverror-General. The Chief of the State was Tookajee
Rao [Ilolkar, like Scindia, a young man. He owed his accession
to the throne to the Resident, Sir Robert Hamilton, who, on the
failure of lineal heirs, had placed him on the Musnud without waiting
for direct instructions from the Government. His conduct surprised
them and called forth a severe censure. The Resident was informed
that by his proceedings an opportunity had been lost to Government of
marking an important line of policy. In a letter to the young Chief,
the Governor-General laid down the eonditions on which the State was
conferred on him. Nine quiet years followed, nine years during which
the lad was educated with care and learnt to read and speak English,
but never could write it with any esse. The education was purely
literary and superficial. Tookajee Rao remained a Mahratta cultivator
endowed with all the cunning of a rustic. In 1852, he was entrusted
with the entire management of the affairs of the State. It was a grave
misfortune that Sir Henry Durand did not have time before the outbreax
to impress his robust personality on the young Chicf and to gain his con-
fidence as he had gained the confidence of the Begum of Bhopal.*

® « Tt waa the habit therefore at the Indore Durbar when Hamilton returned to England,
not without some mental inquietude as to the results of his absence to speak out freely—
to ventilate grievances and to expound the supposed means of remedying them. But
Durand could not tolerate this,. A man of an imperious temper, with a profound belief in
the immense inferiority of the Asiatic roces, he csteemed it to be the worst presumption
in & Mahratta prince or noble to openly express an opinion of his own in the presence of the
rep: esentative of the Biitish Goveinment. And, for this, or for some other reason which
I Sannot even coujecture, he seems never to have had any feeling of personal kindness to.
wards the young Maharajab, There was an antipathy which, perhaps, was reciprocated.”’—
A History of the Sepoy Way in Indin, 1857-1858, Vol. I11, p. 827. A British Resident of
lees imperions temper thau Durand would not tolerate a native ruler ventilating his grievanca
against the Government of which he was the representative in the presence of his chief
g:ple. Durand was a man of iron, His will, like his frsme, was cast in an heroic mould.

t as 8ir Auckland Colvin says, the combination of extreme strength and tenderness was
his extreme charm. When Lord Mayo announced his death he wrote that the sad intelli-
gence * will be received In every part of the Fmpire with feelings %¢ the keenest regret not
only among the brethreu of the service but his many friends, ”’
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Three wooks after he entered on his duties at Indore, news reached
Durand that a sepoy of the 37th Bengal Native Infantry was caught in
the act of carrying a treasonable message to the Rewah Durbar. There
wasg reagon to believe that he wa#k one of several emissaries sent to test
the fidelity of the Native Chiefs.

Immediately after, there came tidings of the mutinous behaviour of
the 8rd Cavalry at Meerut, then a report that the 7th Oudh Regiment,
stationed seven miles from the Oudh Cantonments, had refused to bite
the cartridge. The wind of mutiny was growing. But on the 11th of
May, Durand wrote to Lord Canning, ‘I have no reason to suppose that
any of the contingents of Central India have as yet shown any disposi-
tion to sympathise with the disaffected movement, Rumours of an
uncomfortable feeling existing among the Mhow native troops I have
‘heard, but nothing definite and nothing to which I attach any import-
ance,”” Mhow is an important military station between thirteen and
fourteen miles south-west of Indore. The garrison at the time con-
sisted of one company of artillery, Europeans 91, Natives 93; Right
Wing of the 1st Light Cavalry, Europeans 13, Natives 282 ; the 28rd
Bengal Native Infantry, Europeans 16 ; Natives 1,178. Colonel Platt
of the 28rd Native Infantry, who commanded the station, had served
for more than thirty years in that regiment, and, in the previous year,
when an opportunity occurred for his joining a European corps, the
men had uuanimously entreated him not to leave them.

Two days after Durand despatched his letter to the Governor-Gene-
ral, be received an unintelligible telegram from Agra regarding the out-
break at Meerut and the massacre at Delhi. The next day he received a
more definite account. It was a oritical situation. The revolt of the

. Native Infantry at Mhow might or might not follow. The first aim of
the Resident was to protect the Residency, to guard the treasure which
was considerable, and to prevent the contagion of mutiny spreading from
the men of the regular army to the sepoys of the Contingent. The only
troops etationed in Indore, for the protection of the treasure and other
buildings, was a regiment of the Malwa Contingent, two hundred strogpg.
This contingent was supported at the expense of the various dependent
Princes and Chiefs of Malwa, It was mainly recruited from the same
class as the Bengal sepoy and was practically part and parcel of the
Beugal Army. It was, like the Gwalior Contingent, paid by one master,

* governed by anothgr master, and owed allegiance to no one. Holkar’s
troops, the nuwber and payment of which were regulated by treaty,
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consisted of about 642 artillerymen, 3,520 cavalry and 8,145 infantry,
including the contingent of horse which he was bound to furnish to the
British Government. At Sirdarpore, about forty miles from Indore,
was stationed the Malwa Bhil Contingent, reéruited from the wild
tribes of Western and Central India which Outram bad reclaimed.
Durand now summoned to his aid two hundred and seventy of these Bhils.
From Sehore, the head-quarters of the Bhopal Contingent, he ordered
two troops of cavalry, two hundred and seventy infantry and two guvs.

On the 15th of May, the Resident paid a visit to the Maharajah,
“The visit was private, we were received with no show, and our object
ostensibly was to see the Gardens of the Lallbagh. Colonel Durand and
the Maharajah had a strictly private interview, I being the only other
person present., Colonel Durand applied to the Maharajah for the aid
of his troops in the event of a mutiny breaking out at Mhow before the
force sent from Sehore* could arrive. The Maharajah readily promised
every assistance, but at the same time stated that his men were not equal
to cope with regular troops, that he had but little ammunition, and that
he would require three hours’ notice to enable him to move his troops
from their lines up to the Residency.”’+ Durand ordered the ammunition
to be sent to him from the Mhow magazine.

The following day news arrived that the officers of the 23rd Bengal
Native Infantry were doubtful of their men, and a native was sent to the
Maharajah with a request for troops. * These were almost immediately
after countermanded, but not before the orders bad been issued by the
Maharajah. This of cource caused no slight commotion in the city.”t
On the 30th, the detachment of the Bhopal Contingent and the Malwa
Bhil Corps arrived at Indore. So the montb of May wore to a close.

On the 1st of June, news reached Indore of the mutiny at Nusseerabad,
fifteeh miles from Ajmere, the head-quarters of the Rajputana Field Force,
The following day Durand went to Mhow in order to make a requisition
in person for the European Battery. ¢ But on his return he stated that
Colonel Platt’s arrangements were so satisfactory there, that he had no
fear of the Native regiments there escaping punishment if they attempted
to mutiny and he had therefore not applied for the Battery.” On the
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# About one hundred miles from Indore.

+ From Captain W. R. Shakspear, Officiating 1st Assistant Agent to the Governor-
General for Ceniral Indiayto Sir Robeet Hamilton, British Agent to the Governor-
Goneral for (entral India, i0th January 1858,

1 Ibid,
R
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6th of June, there came tidings of the mutiny at Neemuch, an important
military station situated on the border of Scindia’s territory to the north-
west of Indore. The conflagration had spread from Nusseerabad to
Neemuch. When the story of the Neemuch outbreak reached Mhow, it

was bound to create a profound impression among the sepoys and sowars,
The leaders of the Neemuch mutiny belonged to the left wing of the First
Cavalry. That day Durand ordered the Bhopal Contingent’s two guns to
be moved up to the west face of the Residency, a double-storied house
built of stone, situated in a park about four hundred yards east of the
Khan river aud about two miles south-east of the town. On the north-
western side of the park ran the Mhow road, which crossed the river by a
bridge. Within the park were houses for the Political Assistants to the
Agent, the post-office, the telegraph-oftice, and the treasury and bazaer.
Durand posted the cavalry of the Bhopal Contingent in the square of the
Residency stables situated to the north of the house, and the infantry in
tents between the post-office and the stables. ¢ The Mabarajah was like-
wise applied to for troops and he furnished three guns (six pounders, after-
wards changed for nine pounders), a company of infantry and two troops
of cavalry. The infantry and guns were placed near the opium godown
at the entrance to the bazaar, the cavalry in the Nawab of Joirah’s
compound.”* On the 9th, Durand wrote to Colonel Platt expressing his
gratification at hearing that the 23rd Bengal Native Infantry had volun-
teered against the mutineers. He accepted their offer, and if the First
Cavalry likewise volunteered, he was ready to accept theirs. The follow-
ing day news reached Indore of the revolt of the United Malwa Contin-
gent Cavalry, and of the murder of their Commanding Officer and
Adjutant. Durand went to see the Maharajah at his palace in the city.
“ He was evidently much distressed at the news and told Colonel Durand
that his own cavalry and the United Malwa Contingent Cavalry were as
one, and that he feared his would now revolt, that he had no confidence
in them. He begged Colonel Durand’s advice and counsel which it was
promised should be sent the Maharajah afterwards in writing.”+ It was
suggested to Durand that the treasure should be moved into the Resi-
dency, for then they would have only one place to defend in case any attack
was made. ¢ Colonel Durand objected on the score of such a move caus-

® The Nawab's compound wus to the north-west of the Residenoy.

4+ From Captain W. R. Shakspear, Officiating let Assietant Agent to the QGovernor-
B eneral for Central India, to Sir Rodert Hamilton, Bart., Agent 1o the Gorernpe.
G eneral, for Central Iadia,
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ing a panic and that the sight of g0 much treasure in the open would be
too great a temptation to the troops.’’ It was also proposed that the
Maharajah’s three guns should be brought up to the Residency, as they
would then be more under British control. * 'The cause of this proposition
was that the Sikh cavalry stationed in the Stable Square had more than
once brought to notice that of a night the Maharajah’s three guns were
shifted and had been brought to bear on the square, so as to rake it
diagonally. The officer in charge of these lines, I believe, refused to move
them from their position unless their own company of infantry was
allowed to accompany them.” Durand vetoed the proposal on the
ground that to move the guns would cause a panic. Captain Ludlow,
Superintending Engineer Saugor and Narbudda Territories, and Captain
Cobbe, Executive Engineer at Mhow, “then proposed to entrench the
Residency ; this also was not permitted by Colonel Durand.”* It would
not have been easy to entrench the Residency, for, as Lieutenant-General
Travers states, ‘‘it stands upon ground not having an inch of ecil in
depth.”’t The attempt to fortify the place would, Durand felt, increase
the fears and suspicions of the sepoys which had already been aroused by
the news that the Governor of Bombay, Lord Elphinstone, was sending
a column under the command of Major-General Woodburn to Mhow,
“ 1 wish,” ho wrote on the 13th of June, ¢ that I could give you a satis-
factory account of the state of the troops at Mhew. The Twenty-third
Native Infantry is, T think, more disposed to remain quiet than the wing
of the First Cavalry. The troopers of the latter are said to be taunting
and urging the Infantry to rise. Both, however, arc in fear of the
European battery, and also of the guns and troops here. They are in
fear, too, of the Column from Bombay, which they suspect to have a
punitive mission for themselves. The officers are endeavouring to assure
them that they have nothing to dread, provided they remain orderly and
quiet. If the Mhow troops rise, it will probably be as much owing to the
apprehensions so insidiously spread amongst them, of stern measures
being in store for suspected corps, as 1o anything else. We sadly want
the capture of Delhi to act as a sedative on Chiefs and people and the
smouldering " spirit of revolt.” 'The day before, he had received inform-
ation from Agra that Delhi had fallen. Three days later, there came the

* From Captain W. R, Shakspear, Officiating 1st Assixtant _dgent to the Gorernor.
General, for Central India, to Sir Robert Hamilton, Bar'., Agent to the Governor-Genspal
JSor Central India, 16th January 1858.

1 “The Residency stunds apon ground not having an iuch of goil in depth.,”— T%¢
Kvacuation of Indore, 1857. By Lieutenant-General Jas. TMQW.O , C.B.,,p. 63
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evil tidings that the Gwalior Contingent had mutinied and that
Scindia’s capital was in their hands. Communication with Agra by
the main road was cut off. The news was a grave blow to the hopes
of Duraud, but there remained the expectancy of the arrival of
Woodburn’s column. And Delhi he believed had fallen. On the 28th,
Lord Elphinstone telegraphed to him that Woodburn could not advance.
He wished tp know what effect it would have on Central India.
Durand promptly replied that he could net answer one hour for the
safety of the country if the fact became known that the column was not
marching on Mhow. He urged the Governor of Bombay to push on
the force without delay. Lord Elphinstone telegraphed in reply that
Woodburn’s advance had not been countermanded. But the mischief
had been dgne. The contents of the first telegram had become known
in the bazaar and were eagerly discussed. At the same time, it also
became known in the town that Delhi had not fallen.*

On the morning of the 1st of July, Durand received a letter from
Agra, dated the 20th of June, stating that the report of the fall of Delhi
was not true. The British position had been repeatedly attacked : it was
all our slender force could do to hold their own : and no assault would
be made till reinforcements had arrived. Durand was busy framing a
telegram to convey the contents of the letter to the Governor.of Bombay,
when a native messenger rushed into the room and said there was a
tumult in the bazaar. A great noise approaching nearer and nearer
confirmed the intelligence. Durand left his desk and walked to the
steps of the Residency. At that moment he heard the roar of guns.
Holkar's three nine-pounders, which had been brought down for the protec-
tion of the Residency,were “pouring rounds of grape into the Bhopal
Contingent Cavalry at its pickefs and the infantry in \their fenfs—all
of course quite unprepared——many cooking, others bathing,”t A little
after eight that morning, Saadat Khan, a man of weight in Indore and an
officer in Holkar’s Cavalry, followed by eight troopers had galloped
from the direction of Indore to the Durbar troops posted between the
city and the Residency shouting—* Get ready, come on kil the
Sahibs : it is the order of the Maharajah.” The Durbar froops turned
out at once and, screeching their religious cries, formed up. The gunners
placed their guns in position and opened ‘fire, The infautry, joined by

® Life qfllmor-Geml 8ir Henry Marion Durand. By H, M, Dmnd, 0.8.1,
Vol. I] [ 8 18,

t dnnale of The Indion Redellion, p, 842,
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the rabble of the town, eager for blood and plunder, murdered thirty-
nine British subjects, Buropean and Eurasian women and children who
had remained in their homes.

Travers was about to enter the orderly room, when the grape came
whistling through the lines. He at once hastened to the picket in the
Residency stable square and placed himself at the head of the few
cavalry ready, though not properly formed. It was a great moment.
Less than twenty sabres against three guns and infantry supporting them.
He gave the order to charge. ““ As Icast myeye back, and found only
six or seven following me, and not in good order, much as I despise the
Mahrattas as soldiers I saw we could not by any possibility make an
impression. Still at it I went; to draw rein or turn after giving the
order to charge was too much against the grain, I came in for a large
share of the most polite attention. My horse was wounded in three
places ; I had to parry a sabre-cut with the back of my sword ; but God,
in his great mercy, protected me, and the dastardly gunners threw
themselves under their guns. Had Ihad thirty or forty good sowars at
thetime, with their hearts in the right place, I would have captured their
three guns and cut their 200 infantry to pieces; but what could balf a
dozen do against g0 many. ”’* The enemy now moved the guns into the
place in front of the Residency. Meanwhile, Durand had made hasty
preparations for its defence, and had written to Colonel Platt, ¢ Send the
European battery as sharp as you can. We are attacked by Holkar.”
On Travers’ return from the charge, it was despatched to Mhow by a
trooper. The two Bhopal guns were pushed forward to the right flank
of the Residency and ordered to open fire. They were worked so effect-
ively by the fourteen native loyal gunners under Sergeants Orr and
Murphy t that they disabled a field-piece of the enemy and drove back
their supports. The rest of the cavalry now came up and asked tov be led
to the charge. Travers could find no bugler nor could he get the men
into proper order. They seemed uncertain whom to trust— who were
friends or who were foes’;' and (o lead them on as they then were would
have been destruction. They would have been taken in flank by Holkar’s
numerous cavalry and overthrown,” News now reached Travers that

8 Letier from Magor Travers, 4th July 1857,

4 % Captain C: bbe of the Madras Artillery had at firet tried to tuke command. Though
80 prostrated by illnuss that the Agency Burgeon told him it was as much as his life was
worth to move, Cobbe managed to eraw) to his guns ; and there he remained for a time, too
weak to stand, but showing a noble example of soldierly spirit and courage.~"" Lifs of
Magor-General Sir Henry Mayion Durand. By H. M. Durand, C.8.1,, Voi.l, p. 814.
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the infantry were in a state of mutiny. The Bhopal Contingent levelled
their muskete at their officers and drove them off. The Mehidpore Con-
tingent refused to obey orders and remained sullenly aloof. The Bhils
were formed, but they would not fight. Travers then posted them in the
Residency in the hope that under cover they would at least fire their
muskets. But when the cannon-balls of the enemy came crashing into
the building, they abandoned their posts and rushed into the inner room.
There were now only fourteen faithful native gunners, eight combatant
officers, two doctors, two sergeants and five European civilians to defend a
vast building which was by its construction almost incapable of defence.
The forces were unequally matched. Durand had only two guns, the enemy
had three nine-pounders, and Durand knew that some twenty-nine other
guns' might at any moment be brought against him. Holkar's infantry
was about two thousand strong. His cavalry mustered fourteen hun-
dred sabres, and this mass of trained men would be aided by the rabble
of the city. Two hundred rutinous sepoys were within the Residency
enclosure.” The cannonade had now lasted two hours, ¢ Ilolkars’s horse
and foot with additional guns came crowding down to support the
attack.’” The battery summoned from Mhow could not arrive for two
hours, and if it fought its way into the Residency against “ overwhelm-
ing numbers, ”’ it could only prolong the defence for a short time.
There eould be no question of standing a siege, for there was no food and only
one well, exposed to the fire of the enemy who occupied the enclosures and
buildings immediately in front of the Residency. ¢ No field artillery, ’
writes General Travers, could drive the enemy from such a position;
infantry could alone do this.”” The infantry consisted of five hundred
mutinous sepoys within the Residency enclosure, who at any moment
might join the foe. The Bhopal Contingent were staunch, but beyond the
control of their officers. Then Captain Mayne, their Commahder, brought
a short and formal message. They had heard that some of Holkar’s guns
and cavalry were moving round to cut off the retreat and they were going
to consult their own safety by leaving at once. They begged that this
last chance might be taken of saving the women and children. Durand
had blown open the gates at Ghazni. In such s man a soldier’s death
was gain. He had vow to make the greatest sacrifice which a soldier
can offer up to duty. It was not his own life or his fair fame that he
had to consider ; it was the lives of the women and children. It would
have been an act of folly to continue the vain conflict. ¢ Although he
cowld have held the Residency for a few hours longer,”” wrote Colonel
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Travers, “we should have been unable to withdraw the poor helpless
women and children. >’ ¥ Durand, Travers, and every officer present knew
that, even if they held out for a fow hours, the position was ultimately
hopeless. And if they delayed there was a certainty of their retreat being
cut off. Durand decided to abandon the Residency. It was the most
miserable morning of his life.  First,”’ he wrote, “ came the humilia-
tion of being forced to withdraw before an enemy that I despised, and
who, could I have got anything to fight, would have been easily beaten
back. As it was, with only fourteen Golundauze who would stand by
their guns we not only held our own for about a eouple of hours, but beat
back their guns and gained a temporary advantage. So that we retired
unmolested in the face of the superior masses, whose appetites for blood
had been whetted by the murder of unarmed men, women and children.
Of all the bitter, bitter days of my life, 1 thought this the worst,
for I never had had to retreat, still less to order a retreat myself, and
though the game was up, and to have held on was to insure the slaughter
of those I had no right to expose to such a fate, without an adequate
hope or object, still my pride as a soldier was wounded beyoud all expres-
sion, and I would have been thankful if any one had shot me.” The
women and children retired to the back of the Residency while the guns
were raking the front. The carriages and horses were in the hauds of the
mutincers ““ We mounted the gun-waggons, ”’ writes a brave woman,
“ gitting upon the shot and powder boxes and were slowly dragged by
bullocks. The guns with the few cavalry apd some infantry who did not
desert us followed with the officers. As we retreated over the plain we
saw the smoke of the burning bungalows and for some time heard heavy
firing, the shot from the enemy’s guns passing close among us; merci-
fully not & soul was hit.’”” As the withdrawal was being effected, the
Bhopal Contingent cavalry closed in, and Travers experienced no difficulty
in getting the men in line and in hand * sufficiently at any rate to allow
of our assuming a threatening attitude which might prevent pursuit, and
give our people a start of come miles,”+ It was impossible for Durand to
make his way to Mbow, for his handful of men, women and children would
have, at the first portion of their journey, to run the gauntlet of the

# o1 had carefully reviewed our position, ”’ General Travers, V.C,, writes, *and wa
turning to inform Durand I consideved it was hopeless, and that I could do no wmore, when
he came and gave me his opinion which iwas identical with my own, and as I afterwards
learnt, with that of every officer presont, '’ Letéer from Colonel T'ravers, dated Sshore,
4tk July 1657.

t The Evacuation of Indore, 1857. By Lieut.-General Jas. Travers, V.C., C.B,, p, 17.
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enemy’s fire, and he determined to wend his way on theline of Woogburn’s
advance. The imminent danger which must have beset the European
battery if they had left Mhow was, however, a source of grave anxiety.
Travers wrote two notes stating that Durand * had evacuated Indore, and
that they were endeavouring to effect a retreat by the Simrole Ghat. t
Two troopers in a quarter of an hour’s interval were despatched with these
notes. On arrival at the village of Tellore, ten miles from Iudore, the
inbabitants informed the fugitives that a considerable body of Holkar’s
troops with guns had occupied the Simrole Ghat. The men of the
Bhopal Contingent now declared that they must return to Sehore, their
head-quarters. “ The Seikhs said that unless they did so their families
would be dishonoured and slaughtered by the Mussulmans, while the latter
professed a like dread of the former, Both urged our accompanying them.
They assured s they weuld escort us with their lives in rafoty to Sehore,
be loyal to us there, and should we desire to leave Sehore, they would
escort us to any station we might name. Durand reluctantly changed
his route, and eet forth for Sehore. On the 3rd of July, he reached Ashta
in Bhopal territory. “The guard drawn up upon the banks of the
Parbati and across our road and the crowd with it made many think their
last hour had come. The women and children were dismounted from the
limbers, and the guns got ready for action, when a messenger arrived to
announce it was the Guard of Honour | It was a relief.”” On the 4th of
July, Durand, with the guns and every European who had reached the
Residency at Indore on the morning of tho outbreak, arrived at Sehore.
His old friend the Begum still ruled Bhopal and was loyal to the core, but
she told him “ that the whole of India is now at enmity with us, that
our remaining here is a source of weakness to her and endangers the
State and her,” After a day’s stay Durand, with the view of getting
into communication with General Woodburn, set forth for Hoghangabad,
on the southern bank of the Nerbudda. On his arrival there, he heard
what had taken place at Mbow.

On the morning of the lst of July, about 11 .., Colone] Platt
called at Captain Hungerford's bungalow and banded him Durand’s note,

* o | mentioned his name purposely to intimate that he, the British Representative, had
not been killed.—7The Evacwation of Indors, 18567, By Liewt.~Genl. Travers, V.C, C.B.,
. 17, "
g 4 “ 1did not mention Sehore, and whatever the trooper added was obviously his own
invention, ”—17%e Evacualion of Indore, 1857, By Liewt.-@enl. Travers, V.C., 0.B.,
p. 17. 8ir Jobn Kaye is inaccurate when he states that the pencil notes from Travers stated
that Durand and other Europeans had evacuated the Residency and were retreating upon
Bﬁhol‘&-—-xayh ’0’-. III,I’- 888,
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requesting that the European battery should be sent to his aid.
Hungerford rode down to the barracks and turned out the battery. As
no escort was ordered to accompany it, two men, armed with muskets,
mounted on the limber boxes, were told off for each gun and waggon.
In his letter to the Brigade-Major, dated Saugor, the 2nd of July,
Hungerford states he left Mhow “at about half-past eleven.”” The
battery had trotted half-way to Indore when a sowar rode up to him
with a note in pencil from Colonel Travers stating, “ We are retreating
on Simrole, on the Mundlaysir road from Indore.,” ¢ The sowar added
that Colonel Durand and the officers and ladies from the Residency were
with Colonel Travers; that Colonel Durand had not retired on Mhow,
as Mhow was in Holkar’s territories, and would be attacked by Holkar’s
troops either that night or the following morning, There being no road
to Simrole which I could follow, the battery was brought back to Mhow
as quickly as possible.”’*

Besides sending the European battery to Indore, Colonel Platt
“despatched the two flank companies of the 28rd regiment, native
Infantry, under command of Captain Trower and accompanied by
Lieutenant Westmacott, down the road to Bombay, with orders to bring
back into cantonments, at all hazards, two 9-pounder brass guns, belong-
ing to the Maharajah, which had passed through Mhow two hours
previously.”’t A troop of 1st Light Cavalry under Captain Brooke was
also sent with the detachment ; on overtaking the guns, they ¢ charged
them and the capture was effected without any loss on our side.f Some
of Holkar’s gunners were killed. About 3 p.m. the guns were brought
into the fort. Meanwhile, Colonel Platt was devoting his care to the
task of defending the cantonments against any attack by Holkar’s troops

* Letter to the Secretary to Government, Bengal, Mhow Fort, 17th July 1887. Appendiz D,
tReport of Brevet-Major Cooper, 33rd Native Infantry Headquarters, Mhow, July
Oth, 1857. Appendiz D,

1 “Some of my men demurred at being sent to this duty and lagged behind ; but on the
whole I was satisfled with their conduct, especially when, on nearing the guns (two brass
9-pounders, manned by about twenty-five artillerymen), they charged them, and the capture
was affected without any loss on our side”” Lettsr from Capiain Berooke, I.B.C., to the
Deputy Adgutant Gensral. .

“On the 1st of the month, news came in from Indore that the Rajah’s troops had asisen
and slaughbtered every European, forty in number. I heard nothing of it ; but the Command.
ing Officer came to my bungalow, saying, ¢ You are on daty, to go and retake some guns
with the 8rd troop” We went; and most marvellons to eay, took them the first charge,
Brooke sad I together, The men demurred at first, but afterwards followed well. We
were all surprised, as we knew they were in an unsettled state. The guns were broughs to
the fort>*  Lebier from on qfficsr, Fort Mhow, 6éA June.
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from Indore. In the loyalty of his own men the gallant old soldier had
the most profound belief. A picket of Light Cavalry was thrown out
about five miles on the Indore road under two Lieutenants, and another
of fifty sepoys under Lieutenant Simpson to the north of the cantonments
near a ravine. The women and children who had taken refuge in the
Artillery barracks were moved into the arsenal, or fortified square, and
the European battery sent to guard it.* All ofticers were ordered to
proceed to the lines of their men and remain there all night, ready to
turn out at & moment’s notice and the men were kept accoutred. The
arsenal guard was increased by thirty men ; and everything was ready
to resist the attack if possible.”’t
About 9.80 r.m. the officers of the 1st Cavalry, after having dined
at mess, went to their lines. Captain Brooke and the subaltern who had
accompanied him in the morning expedition had a tent pitched two or
three yards in front of the main guard. After secing that their horses
were ready for action, they went to the tent and tried to sleep. About
ten o’clock a small buné&low in front caught fire. Brooke’s companion
went out to see the cause of this, On reaching the guard, he found
Lieutenant Martin, the Adjutant, in the centre of the men talking to
them. “I joined him, and observed one man in my troop—a villain;
he had his carbine, and began to cavil with Martin about some men
Brooke and I had killed in the morning. T feeling sleepy said to Martin,
. ‘I’ll turn in,” but good God! I had hardly turned my back, and got
to Brooke’s side, when an awful shrieck arose from the men, and the

T

* Captain Hungerford writes—* Colonel Platt met me on re-enteriog cantonments. I
gave him Colonel Travers’ note, and told him what the sowar bad said, ‘requesting permission
at the snme time to take my battery into the Fort, as the Fort could be defended for any
length of time. Colonel Platt would not hear of it. At the artillery barracks all the wives
and families of officers and men had tsken refuge. The barracks could not be well defended,
from their extent and position. I urged repeatedly on Colonel Platt, during the afternoon,
the advisability of defending the Fort; but only at the very last moment oould he be
persusded to allow me to enter it. At half-past 6 P.M. Colonel Platt rode down to the
‘artillery barracks and told me to enter the Fort.”” Letter to the Secretary to Government,
Bengal, 17th July, 1857. Appendiz D, :

Captain Trower, 23rd Native Infantry, writes— Fort, July 6th. However in riding
away from the lines I saw the men collected in groups talking and some with muskets in their
hands; this made me more suspicious, and I went and reported it to the Colonel ; he, poor
man, thanked me, but evidently did not doubt the good faith of the regiment * * *
Huwever, thank God, my represontanons coupled with the assistance of the officer commnnd-
ing the artillery made him give orders for the occupation of the place we are iu now.”

4 Captsin Hangerford writes—¢ He had strengthened the guard at the gateway to fifty
men from his own regiment.”  Letter to the Secretary to Government, Bengal, §7th July,
1887. Appendix D,
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bullets whizzed round us in torrents.”” The Subaltern leapt out of the
tent and saw Martin rushing across the parade amid wild yells. He
reached him and Brooke followed. ¢ We felt our last moment had come,
but we ran for it. I led to the fort, a mile off. The men kept following
us, and the bullets fell thick. Having got across the parade-ground
about 500 or 600 yards, we came to the hill with the church at the top:
and when at the top, Martin caught hold of me exclaiming, ¢ For God’s
sake stop!’ I caught hold of his arm and said, ‘Only keep up and
follow,” but at this moment I felt I was done. We parted, as I thought,
only to meet in death.,””* Brooke and the officer of the 1st Cavalry rushed
on. By this time the infantry had all risen ; and as I ran, the ground
was torn up with bullets and they fell thick around me. Their lines
were in a direct line between the fort and ours, so that we poor fellows
had to run the gauntlet of both fires.,” On approaching a bungalow
about a quarter of a mile from the fort, he saw two natives and rushed
up to them. He “simply took their hands, barely able to speak, and
said, ¢ Save me.”’ They did—to them I owe my life.”” The men of the
infantry regiment were fast advancing, screeching their religious ery, and
the two natives hid him in a small house. Some sepoys came to it, but
they could not find him. Then there was a lull. His native friends had
disguised him in their clothes. He opened the door and ran for the fort,
¢« Can I ever make you feel the deep thankfulness that was in my heart
as I ran across the open plain up the hill to the fort. The artillerymen
were manning the walls, and the sentry’s call was never more thankfully
received ; and I cried friend ! friend! and found myself inside.””*

The officers of the 23rd regiment dined that night at the Sergeant-
Major’s house close to thelines. After dinner they sat in a group outside
to enjoy the cool of the night. Then it was proposed that they should go
‘to their beds at the bell tents of each of their companies. As they were
moving away, some one said, “The report is, the regiment will rise at
ten to-night.” The Major answered, “Oh, very well; let’s wait and
see.” The words were hardly uttered when they heard shots in the
cavalry lines, and rushed towards their companies. They were received
with shots and with difficulty made their way to the fort. On the arrival
of the fugitives at the fort, Colonet Platt, who commanded, ordered the
native guard to be disarmed and turned out of the fort. He also ordered
the European battery to turn out. He then called upon the officers to
follow him and do what they could to stop the outbreak. Fagan knew it

® Letter from an officer belonging to 1st Cacalry, Fort Mhow, July Gth.
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was hopeless, for he had been obliged to run the gauntlet of the men’s
fire ; but he at once responded, and mounted his horse, remarking only
that it was too late. Platt replied, ““ You are the man I always took you
for” Half an hour passed before the battery moved out. The horses
were knocked up by their morning’s work and several of the drivers had
deserted. As it advanced up the infantry parade, it was several times
fired upon, but no rebel could be seen. The blazing bungalows illumi-
nated the ground, but the huts of the sepoys were in darkness. When
opposite the centre of the infantry lines, Hungerford halted, expecting to
be joined by the Colonel and the Adjutant. No sign of them. The
sepoys again opened fire. Hungerford unlimbered and fired several rounds
of grape and round shot into the lines. ¢ There was some groaning and
noise, but nothing visible ; and in a few minutes everything was perfectly
quiet.”* The whole of the cavalry had trotted away in regular file and
taken the road to Indore: the infantry had also fled in the greatest
disorder across country towards Holkar’s capital.

At day-break, an officer who had been hiding in the bazaar all night,
crept into the fort and told them that Colonel Platt and Captain Fagan
had been killed in their lines, and Major Harris was lying dead in the
road shot by his own troopers. A detachment, consisting of two guns,
ridden by gunners (Europeans) and escorted by volunteers, was sent out
under Captain Brooke to search for the bodies of the missing officers.
They were found much mutilated.t The British blood was roused.
“ We all vow vengeance ”—writes one of them. That very morning two
men of the 23rd Native Infantry who were with Lieutenant Simpson on
picket duty escorted him safely to the fort. Major Cooper, their
Commander, promised to reward their fidelity by promotion to the rank of
Havildar, but they subsequently deserted and joined their .comrades.
The struggle in the sepoy breast between fidelity and iegard for his
officer and the wild Bacchic impulse to fight for his faith is one of the
most tragic features of the mutiny. The mutilated bodies of the officers

*From Captain T. Hungerford to the Secrotary to Government, Bengal, Mhow Fort,
meA July, 1857. Appewndiz D.

+“ When we found him (Colonel Platt) next morning both cheeks were blown off, hig
back completely riddled with balls, one through each thigh; his chin smashed into his
mouth, and three sabre-cuts betwesn the cheek-bone and the temples ; alsa & cut across the
ohou\du and the back of the neck.”

" Major Harris was found dead on the parade ground the next mornmg, with a frighth
sabre-out ia the shroat,
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were brought into the fort and buried ¢ in the corner of the bastion, all

three in one grave.”

The officers now formed themselves into a volunteer corps and relieved
the artillerymen of their night watches, snatching sleep and food when
and where they could. The women, most of them of gentle birth,
“ were huddled together and they had to do everything for themselves,
and employ all their time in sewing bags for powder for the guns, well
knowing the awful fate that awaits them if the place is taken; there
has not been a sign of fear, they bring us tea or any little thing they can,
and would like to keep watch on the bastions if we would let them.”

On the 8rd of July, Hungerford was informed that Holkar’s troops,
accompanied by the mutineers from Mhow, meant to attack the fort.
Every preparation was made to meet it, and Hungerford, having been left
alone at Mhow without any political officer, assumed political authority
and wrote to the Maharajah as follows :—

“ I understand, from many natives, that you have given food to the mutinous troops.
I have heard also, But do not know whether to believe, that you have lent them guns
and offered them irregular cavalry, as assistance. These reports are probably very
much exaggerated ; I do not believe them. You owe so much to the Britlsh, and can
be so utterly ruined by showing enmity towards them, that I do not believe you ean be
80 blind to your own interest as to afford aid and show friendship to the enemies of
the British Government. Let moe understand therefore from yourself what your wishes
are. From your not throwing obstacles in the way of the mutinous troops pasking
through your territory, and not punishing then,asa power friendly tothe British
would do, many may suppose that you are not so much the friend of the British Raj
as I believe you to be. Write, therefore, and let me understand your intentions. I
am prepared for everything, aloune and without assistamce ; but with the assistance
-1 very shortly expect, I can aot in a manner that you will find, I fear, very injurious
to your interests; and if you will take my advice, you will write to me at once, and
let me know what I am to think of the reports which have reached me.’

Early in the forenoon of the 6th of July, arrived Holkar’s Prime
Minister, Bhao Rao Ramchunder, and his treasurer Khooman Sing
accompanied by Captain Fenwick, an East Indian in the service of the
Maharajah. Holkar wrote :—

“ No one in the world regrets more than I do the most hesrt-rending ocatastrophe
which befell at Indore and at Mhow. My troops, probably under the influence of the
Mhow mutineers, mutinied openly on the morning ofthe 1st instant;andthe very
companies and guns that were sent to protect the Residency picked up a general quarrel
with some one, and began at once to fire upon the Residency house, The mischief done
was great ; many lives were lost. No companies of the contingent, ete., assisted the
British officers ; but it is cheering to hear that Colonel Durand, Mr. Shakespear snd
family and others went away quite safe. The raseals then plundered the whole
Residency. The next morring the Mhow troops, after committing similar brutalities
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srrived here; the whole town was in & panio. A greater part of my troops were in open
mutiny, and what remsined could mot be trusted. The Mahomedans raised a standard
of ““ Deen,” and the disorder was completo. Under these sad circumstances the mutineers
exacted their own terms. They not only demanded the heads of a few Europeans whom
I hed concealed in my own palace, but also of a few officers of the court who were
supposed to be in the British interest. They prepared to plunder and destroy sll, if
1 myself did not come out. 1 had no alternative let but to offer them my own person,
bat I would not allow the poor Europeans to be touched before being killed myaelf,
After plundering the British treasury, and the carriage from the town, and taking
with them all the gnus which had gone over to them in a state of mutiny, all the
mutineers of this place and Mhow have marched off last night in a body towards
Dewass, The tale is a painful one,and will be described to youin detail by Rao
Ramohunder and Bakshee Khooman S8ing, who are bearers of this to you. I have not
even in a dream, ever deviated from the path of friendship and allegiance to the British
Qovernment. I know their sense of justice and honour will make them pause before
they suspect, even for A moment, a friendly chief, who is so sensible of the obligations
he owes to them, and is ready to do anything for them ; but there are catastrophes in
this world which cannot be controlled, and the one that has happened is one of the kind.

The deputation from Indore confirmed the statement in the letter
that the Maharajah had been unable to control his mutinous troops, and
expressed on his part deep regret at the occurrences which had taken
place in his capital. They .offered also to send over the remaining
treasure from the Residency to Mhow, and were prepared to carry
out any measures which Hungerford might advise for opening up
communicatioh through and tranquillising the country. On the evening
of'the Bth, the treasure, amounting to 4 lacs besides nearly 281 lacs
in Company’s paper, arrived in the fort. The same day news reached
Mhow that Captain Hutchinson, an Assistant to the Resident, had
been taken prisoner by the Rajah of Amjhera, a petty Rajput state in
Malwa, Mrs. Hutchinson was the daughter of 8ir Robert Hamilton, and
the following shows that Holkar had not forgotten what he owed to his
former guardian, \

“ His Highness the Maharajah has learnt with great regret the astounding aceount
of Cuptain and Mra, Hutchinson and parties’ detention at Amjhers. He looks upon
Mrs, Hutchingon as his sister, and the whole family as his own relations ; and though
not crediting that the Rajah of Amjhera could be so blind to his own interests, he has,
however, lost no time in ordering Bukshee Khooman 8ing, with three companies of
infantry, two guns, and 200 sowars, towards Am jhera, with orders to blow up the town,
and bring in the Rajah dead or alive, should he have procesded to any extremitios with the
party. Amjhera, it must be recollected, is not a tribatary to Holkar, but to Seindia;

but in this emergency His Highness thinks heeitation as to its being a foreign state

inadmissible.”* ——

—————y

® From Captain T. Humgerford to the Secrstar to Gove t, B
Fort, 17th July 1867. Appendiz D. y ramenty Aengel, Mhow
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The news of the attack on Indore Residency by Holkar’s troops
epread like wild fire throughout the country around. It was stated that
the Maharajah had joined in the revolt, and the petty chiefs were ready to
follow the example supposed to have been set by the great Mahratta
sovereign. The Rajah of Amjhera immediately sent his troops to attack
the small town of Bhopawar where a detachment of the Bhil Corps was
stationed, News of their approach reached Dr. Chisolm, who was in
medical charge of the cantonment. T immediately assembled the men
of the Bhil Corps, about 180 in number (the headquarters as you know
being away), got out two small guns which we had, helped to load them
with my own hands, and posted them in a good spot. I then sent to
Lieutenant Hutchinson, the Political Officer, who was living three miles
away, and told him what I had done, recommending him to join me and
make a stand at the lines of the Bhil Corps. He accordingly came
down with his family. All this occurred on the evening of the 2nd
July.”” Night fell without any appcarance of the enemy. The men lay
down at their posts and the two officers slept at the quarter-guard.
When dawn broke, they discovered that only twenty Bhils remained in
the lines ; the others had stolen away from fear : and it was evident from
their conduct that these twenty did not mean to fight. Resistance was
now hopeless, and the women and children had to be considered. On
the morning of the 3rd of July, Licutenant and Mrs. Hutchinson and
child, Mrs, Stockley and four children, and Dr. Chisolm started for
Jhabua, a small subsidiary native state between Indore and Amjhera. In
the afternoon they arrived within its boundary, and had halted to rest
their cattle when they were overtaken by a sma]l body of horse and foot,
who bad been sent in pursuit of them. “ We gave ourselves up for
lost; but Lieutenant Hutchinson and myself prepared to sell our lives
as dearly as we could Fortunately, we were well armed, baving five
guns between us,” Though worn out with fatigue, Hutchinson and
Chisolm kept watch all night, each awaking his companion (if he slept)
at the slightest cause for alarm. “You may imagine how dreadful a
night the poor ladies passed ; indeed few of our party will be disposed,
1 fanoy, ever to forget it. Nothing but jungle all round ; one miserable
hut within sight, belonging to some dd% runners, deserted again by the
few people who accompanied us so far from Bliopawar;and a band of
assassins at hand thirsting for our blood.” When daylight returned, a
small party belongiog to the Jhabua state conducted them to an adjacent
town. At first they treated them with civility, but towards evening

F
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they grew insolent and began to plunder them. “We saw our posi-
tion had but little improved, and we prepared again to sell our lives as
dearly as we could.” At this moment, an escort sent by the Chief to
conduot them to his capital arrived, and the next morning (5th July)
they reached their goal and found shelter and safety. The young Chief,
a good-looking youth of sixteen, received them with marked kindness.
In consequence of his minority, the management of affairs rested in the
hands of his grandmother; and she, in the true chivalrous spirit of her
race, did all she could for the safety and comfort of her way-worn guests.
“To protect us,” Dr. Chisolm says, “ was as much as she could do;
for there were a number of Arabs and men of that class in the employ
of the Chief ; and these fanatics loudly demanded our surrender that they
might put us to death. The family themselves are Rajputs, and had
fortunately a number of Rajput retainers about them. To these they
assigned our protection ; and faithfully did they execute their trust.
Not a Mussulman sepoy was allowed to approach our quarters in the
palace.”” Five days did they enjoy the hospitality and protection of the
young Rajput Chief. Then, escorted by some troopers whom Holkar had
sent for their rescue, they returned to Bhopawar, where they remained
for a couple of days. ‘ From Bhopawar,” Dr. Chisolm writes, “ we
intended to go into Indore, where Holkar had kindly prepared rooms for
us-in his palace. But, hearing that many of his troops were still in a
very agitated state, and that the Mussulmans in the city were ripe for
mischief, we turned off and came in here, thinking it more prudent, both
on Holkar’s account and our own. We arrived on the night of the 16th
July, thanking God for His mercy to us during so many days of danger.”
The next day Hungerford wrote to the Bengal Government :— The
country is perfectly quiet, the Maharajah of Indore most \anxious for
opportunities to prove his friendship and fidelity to the Government.
This Fort is strengthened and provisioned in such manner as to enable us
to hold it for any length of time against any native force; trade and
business.are carried on as usual in the towns in Holkar’s states. The
Maharajah’s tributaries having discovered the mistake they first fell into
of thinking Holkar inimical to the British, have suppressed all disorders
in their own districts, and are willing to assist in maintaining order.
Some of the Maharajah’s troops alone show a bad spirit, and are still
.mutinous and disaffected ; but they will, I think, be restrained from
any further excess, and on the arrival of European troops the Maharajah
will at once disarm and punish them, *’
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It was due to the courage with which Hungerford assumed responsi-
bility, and the tact and firmness he displayed, that Mhow was saved from
falling into the hands of the mutincers, and tranquillity was preserved
throughout Holkar’s wide territories.

While at Hoshangabad, news reached Durand which ma,de him very
anxious. There had come to the Commissioner of Nagpore false reports
that the fort at Mhow had fallen into the hands of the mutineers and
that all the Europeans had been massacred. He thereupon ordered all
the officers commanding the military posts on the northern line of his
territory to fall back if the Indore mutineers threatened to march towards
the south, and he wrote to General Woodburn urging him to march
eastward towards Nagpore. Durand felt that the line of the Nerbudda
must be held in order to prevent the conflagration in the north spreading
to the south. He wrote to the Commissioner of Nagpore and to the
Government of India pointing out the grave political and strategic error
involved in the proposed change of operations. He also wrote to General
Woodburn expressing his strong disapproval of it. He went further.
He took upon himself the grave responsibility of authorizing the officers
commanding the military posts to disregard the orders they had received.
Fearing that written words might not confirm Woodburn’s wavering
purpose, he again set forth southward to reach him and to exercise his
own strong will over him. On the way, glad tidings reached Durand
that his vigorous requests for the advance of the column had been suc-
cessful. General Woodburn had been forced by ill-health to resign his
command, and Brigadier General Stuart, who had succeeded him, was
ordered to march direct for Mhow by way of Assarghur.

On the morning of the 12th of July, the column, consisting of the 14th
Light Dragoons, Woolcomb’s Field Battery, the 25th Bombay Native
Infantry, and a Pontoon Train, left Aurungabad and made its way over
the rough pass of Chowker. Eight days later they were encamped on
the south bank of the river Tapti. Choleranow broke out in the camp
and, in a few hours, many died. “ Major Follett, Commanding the 25th
Regiment, Bombay Native Infantry, died here about @ r.m. He was a
fine man and much beloved of his regiment.” Before the first streak
of dawn, the column moved slowly down the high banks covered with trees
to the ford. Once upon the shingle at the water’s edge, the infantry,
taking off shoes and stockings, waded across and formed up on the
opposite bank. ‘‘Then down comes the artillery, gun after gun, dashing
the stream about in a thousand rainbows as they pass through ; there are
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the dragoons and gaudily dressed irregulars in groups quietly watering
their horses ; there dhooly-hearers carrying the sick man'across, sprinkling
their heads and dhoolies with the precious water as they go, yonder is a
long line of camels jingling with bells, stalking over, there is the great
unwieldy elephant sucking up gallons of water for his capacious stomach
(with a hage bunch of leaves tucked up between his trunk and tusk) or
blowing it over his heated body and limbs. When he has quenched
his thirst he takes down his leaves and fans the flies away as he carefully
moves off.’”” After crossing, they marched through the town of
Burampore and encamped on the north side.  Here the body of
Major Follett was buried ; and as a proof of the love his men bore for
him, they carried his body, dug his grave, and heaped up a rude mound
of stones over the spot when the ceremony was ended ; and these were
kigh caste men too ! * But that their regiment should do such
an act scems only natural, they are such fine soldiers and commanded by
such superior officers. ’+ The touching of a corpse involved the loss of
caste. To the Brahmin sepoy the loss of caste meant becoming an outeast,
an object of loathing and disgust.

On the morning of the 22nd of July, the column encamped to the
north of the fort of Assarghur on a little plateau surrounded by dense
jungle, That evening Colonel Durand came into camp from the fort, and
from that time he impressed his strong character on the movements of the
column.

On the 24th of July the column set forth for the Nerbudda, and on the
evening of the fourth day the broad and rapid stream lay before them,
The monsoon rain had fallen on the hills, and the stream was running
fast. In a few hours it rose several feet. ¢ High and large boulders
rapidly disappeared ; the current increased in rapidity, while huge trunks
of trees, bushes, and logs of wood came floating down.”” The river must
be crossed at once. Large boats of a rude description were ready, and
upon them the troops, artillery and baggage were taken across. The
whole of the 3rd Hyderabad Cavalry under the command of Captain Orr
had now joined them.

On the 1st of August, crags hewn from the solid rock in prismatic
pillars, or hills mantled with dense jungle, looked down on the long
column as it made its way through the pass of Simrole to Central India.
They encamped at night in a town of that name, and in the morning,

* The 26th Regiment, Bombay Native Infantry.
t Contral India, by Thomas Lowe, p 44.
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fine and cold; they began their last march to the relief of Mhow. Rain
had fallen all night in torrents, and it was difficult to drag the guns
through the black loamy cotton soil. “ The elephants sank knee-
deep into the mure, but this was nothing to them.” Slowly the column
made its way along. At length the cantonment snd town of Mhow
appeared in sight, and, as they neared it, fresh horses came out to assist
the artillery along the still heavy roads. * As we drew nearer there
was the sound of a heavy gun, another, and another, until
tweuty-one were counted. What could this be for? Has Delhi
fallen? It mustbe so! But no! though perhaps it was an equally
important thing to the people here ; the salute wasg fired from the for
for the ¢ relief of Mhow.” ¥  After firing the salute, the small garrison
came out to meet the column ss they marched into Mhow, ¢¢ the 26th
band playing rejoicingly.” Three days later, the force was strengthened
by the atrival of 250 bayonets of H. M, 86th,

The timely reliet of Mhow saved the line of the Nerbudda, and it
gave us an important base for military operations. But every hand was
now against the English—from Neemuch to Saugor, from Gwalior to
Mhow—and the force at Durand’s disposal was extremcly inadequate
to the restoration of order and the stay of anarchy. The Gwalior
contingent had become our most powerful foe ; the Bhopal contingent
was in open mutiny, and no frust could be put in the Malwa
contingent. Holkar’s force, which had supplied the troops who bad
attacked and burnt the Residency, consisted of 80 guns of various
calibre, about 1,400 horse and five battalions of disciplined infantry ; and
Holkar's capital contained a turbulent population ready to burn and elay.
Durand’s force was suflicient to disarm Holkar's force at Indore and
maintain order in the city. But he could not at the same time disarm
Holkar’s troops stationed in scparate cantonments. He was weak in
infantry and the rain bad rendered the country impaseable. He there-
fore wisely determined to leave Indore alone for the present and to make
preparations for operations against the enemy who were openly defying
our power and spreading rebellion over the whole state of Malwa, In
July, a number of Scindia’s revolted troops had seized Mundesore, an
important town near the Rajputana frontier, about a hundred and twenty
miles north-west of Indore, All the turbulent Afghans and foreign
wercenaries in the surrounding districts joined them. Firoz Shah, of the
Delhi royal family, placed himself at their Lead and raised the Mussulman
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standard, But Durand had to possess his soul in patience. The
heavy rains continued and rendered the black cotton soil impassable,
He made the best use of the delay. *The hammer and forge were going
night and day in the fort, gear for elephants and siege-guns was making,
untrained bullocks were being taught the draught of guns, and commie-
sariat stores were being prepared.” In September, the rebel force
bad risen to some seventeen or eighteen thousand, As Basterin
Western lands marks the awakening of spring, soin India the Dasahra—
like Easter a moveable festival, occurring in September or the early days
of October~marks the close of the season when the rain waters the
parched plains, and the arrival of dry winter when the fields are green
with youug corn, Some intercepted letters informed Durand that at
the close of the great Hindu festival & genera] rising would take place
in Malwa. On the 12th of October, when the rains had barely ceased,
news reached Mhow that a body of Rohillas was about to move on the
town of Mandlesar on the Nerbudda. The 3rd and 4th Troops of the
3rd Hyderabad Cavalry Contingent under Lieutenant Clark were sent
at once to the village of Goojeerce to intercept them on their way.
Another detachment of the Jrd Cavalry was sent to the town of
Mandlesar, to Captain Kecatinge, the political agent there. Two days
later, three companies of the 25th Bombay Native Infantry, three guns,
and fifty sabres of H. M, 14th Light Dragoons were ordered to
proceed without delay to the support of Lieutenant Clark, On the 19th,
orders were issued for the column to march, and all Buropeans left
behind to go into the fort., The cantonment was to remain in charge of
a detachment of H. M. 86th., a portion of the 25th Native Infantry,
and the detachment of the Bowbay Sappers under Licutenant Dick,
Bombay Engineers. On the 20th, the bulk of the column set out for
Dhar, and early the next morning the siege train followed.

The small state of Dhar is situated about thirty-two miles west-south-
west of Indore. The first Peshwa, Bajee Rao, assigned the principality
with some adjoining districts and the tribute of some Rajput chiefs, to
Assund Rao, & member of the Puar family, one of the most distinguished
in the early Mahratta history. Assund Rao died in 1748, and was
succeeded by his son, who was one of the great Mahratta leaders that fell
on the fatal plain of Panipat (1761), For twenty years before the British
conguest of Malwa, the Dhar State was subjected to a continued series
of spoliations, chiefly at the hands of Scindia and Holkar, and was only
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saved from destruction by Meena Bae, the mother of the reigning chief,
who had the talents and courage which distinguish the Mahratta woman.
By a treaty, concluded on 18th January, 1819, the Rajah of Dhar agreed
“to act in subordinate co-operation with the British Government, and to
have no intercourse or alliance, private or public, with any other State,
but secretly and openly to be the friend and ally of the British Govern-
ment; and at all times when that Government shall require, the Rajah
of Dhar shall furnish troops (infantry and horse) in proportion to his
ability.” In May, 1857, Anand Rao Puar, then thirteen years of age, suce
ceeded his half-brother, When news of the attack on the Residency at
Indore reached Dhar, some four hundred mercenaries, mainly Arabs and
Afghans, who had been enlisted by the Prime Minister, plundered and
burned two British stations, and on their return they took possession
of the fort of Dhar. On the 15th of October, Captain Hutchinson, the
Political Agent, reported that the mother and uncle of the young Chief
had instigated the rebellion and outrages of the mercenaries, and that the
Durbar had received with marked attention and civility emissaries from
Mundesore, where the insurgents, under the Imperial Prince, had become
a formidable force, Durand determined to attack at once the fort at
Dhar, and, having crushed rebellion there, to march north against the
Shahzada and disperse the Mundesore army.

On the 22nd of October, after a wearisome march over a broken and
muddy country, the column sighted the fort of Dhar. The enemy had
taken steps to attack them outside the citadel. On a hill south of the
fort, they had planted threc brass guns, and from this battery they
cxtended in force along the east face, ‘‘skirmishing in splendid style.”
The 25th Native Infantry rapidly engaged the skirmishers and compelled
them to retire. Then Major Robertson, their commander, gave the word,
and the gallant Bombay sepoys hurled themselves on the guns, captured
them, and turned them upon the enemy. At this moment the 86th Regiment
and the sappersin the centre, with the dragoons under Captain Gall on their
right, and the Nizam cavalry under Major Orr on their left, were
advanced against the centre of the enemy’s position. ¢ They made a rapid
move to turn our right and get round to the baggage. Butthe dragoons,
led by Gall, and the native cavalry by Orr and Macdonald, Deputy

Quartermaster-General of the forces, charged and drove them back into
the fort.”’#

# “The 8rd Cavalry charged home with fiery enorgy, and one of Orr’s troopers was found
lying dead with five of the enemy slain uround him.” Life of Sir Henry Durand. By
H, M. D“"aﬂd, 0.8.[-, Pol, I’P‘ 280,
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On the 24th, the siege-train arrived at the camp at Dhar, which was
pitched in an enormous ravine surrounded on all sides by heights broken
by gigantic fissures, About a mile and a half to the north, on a mound
some thirty feet above the plain, stood the fort with its massive walls
built of fine-grained red granite, some thiity feet high, having at inter-
vals fourteen bastions and two square towers. To capture this citadel by
coup de main was impossible. The walls must be breached, and to
establish a breaching battery, a position must be taken up as near as
practicable. The south-east and north faces were quite unapproachable
from the plain, upon which there was little or no cover, and the
approaches on all these sides wore almost perpendicular, while the walls and
bastions were considerably higher on account of the fall of the hills. The
west face was defended by thick zig-zag loop-holed walls, strengthenéd
by bastions, running up from the lower gate to the curtain. In the
centre was an intricate, almost impregnable, eastern gateway, flanked
by massive bastions. Opposite the west face, and only three or four
hundred yards distant from it, was a long high mound terminating at
a large lake. It was determined to take advantage of this natural
parallel and to erect a breaching battery on it at a spot opposite the
corner curtain. Strong cavalry and infantry pickets were thrown out on
the east and on the northern faces, and as the lake was unfordable it was
considered that there was no escape for the enemy. On Sunday morning,
25th October, the 86th and Madras sappers marched through a gorge
leading from the camp to Dhar. As the troops neared the fort, a very
smart firc of musketry, gingalls and 1ound shot was kept up by the
enomy. “The artillery dashed along in splendid style and speedily
opened fire upon the bastions, while the 8th with thoir rifles subdued the
heat of the fire from the matchlock men. All this time the mortar
battery which had been constructed on a hill some two thousand yards
south of the fort kept sending shells into it.” About noon, the long
mound was occupied. During the night the breaching battery was
thrown up, and next day the heavy guns opened fire upon the curtain of
the fort. ‘For a long time little or no effect was produced. But, by
and by, the thundering weight of metal continuously battering at
one spot had the inevitable result. Little by little the stone work
crumbled as the eighteen pounders continued to pour their contents on
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it.” Onthe 27th October, Major Woolcomb, Lieutenants Strutt and Major
Christie, and some men of the Bombay Artillery, Lieutenant Fenwick }ﬂ‘;‘ff:ﬁg‘h
and a company of the 26th Regiment Native Infantry volunteered to enter Strutt,

the town, which lay between the battery and the fort, and to fire it. g:;:":;ﬂ’ ot
About 9-30 ».., they crept down from the front of the battery, crossed

over the valley below, skirted the water’s edge, and were then lost to sight
among the trees and huts. A blaze soon sprang up from one spo,
then another, and another, and we could sec the burning port-fire flung
through the air to other houses. The conflagration spread faster and
faster, and the whole town was enveloped in flames flickering high and
broad ; then arose a din of voices, amid volleys of musketry, rattling, and
screams, and howling of dogs. Roof after roof tumbled in, and soon the
village was one buge pile, overshadowed by curling clouds of smoke
dancing high above the {lames and darkening the bright starry sky. It
wasa gorgeous sight, and if beauty could accompany such a picture, it was
there, as cvery flame, and cloud, and burning timber lay reflected,
bright and changing, on the still bosom of the lake below.” The party
rughing through the scorching flaming streets returned in safety to the
battery. By the moring of the 20th, the 18-pounders and 24-pounder
howitzer had made a considerable hole in the curtain. The next day
the enemy hoisted a white flag and a messenger was sent to them, but
after some couversution they drove him away. It was only a ruse
on their part to gain an opportunity of examining the breach, All
through the day of the 31st the British batteries kept up an unremitting
five, while that of the enemy slackened. At sunset, a storming parly
was ordered to be in readiness for the night, and Corporals Hoskins and
Clarke volunteered to examine the breach for them. About ten o’clock, Corporals
the two soldiers started, reached the top, made their examination, and Eﬁﬁ;‘ﬁ;"’ and
returned, The breach was practicable and easily ascended. The skir-

mishing party was advarced, mounted the breach, and entered the fort

unopposed by & soul.  The rebels, foreseeing an assault, had left the fort

by the main gateway, and taking advantage of the cover afforded

by plantations of high-grown sugar-cane and gigantic cereals and darkly

shaded groves of mango and tamarind trees, they had made their

escape unobserved by the outlying pickets,*

Burning of
the Town.

# 4 The jemadar commonding the irregular picket was placed in arrest, but it would sppear
from ,the evidence adduco_d on enquiry that he was not much to blame, The trooper sent
by him to warn the picket of dragoons, after it was known that the enemy were off, fel}
with his horse on the way and wns at once disabled ; at the same time the European picket,
whick had been there for some duys, and knew the whole locality well, happened to hnv;
been changed the very day of the escape.” Coniral Tudia, by Thomas Lows, p. 83.
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The Governor General’s Political Agent ordered the fort of Dhar to
be demolished and the state to be confiscated pending the final decision
of Government.* At five o’clock on the morning of the 8th of Novem-
ber, the column started from its encamping-ground at Dhar. They left
the once stately fort a heap of ruins, the palace and gates burning piles.
“The flames shot up from the crackling masses beneath them in wild
luridity, and glimmered upon the departing masses in ghastly beams,
as they threaded along in silent tramp beneath the shadows of the dis-
mantled bastions and walls.”  As they continued their march through
western Malwa towards Mundesore, news reached them of the evil deeds
done by the enemy who had preceded them, “In soveral of Scindia’s
villages and towns they had plundered the inhabitants, beaten them, and
carried away the women.” On the 8th of November, a large body of
the Afghan mercenaries or Velayuties, as they were called, attacked the
station of Mehidpore, garrisoned by a portion of the Malwa contingent,
commanded by Major Timmins, The infantry and artillery of the con-
tingent were drawn up near the artillery lines, and the guns opened on
the enemy, who were under cover of the bungalows and their enclosures.
'The majority of the contingent infantry, however, refused to attack
when led on by their officers. “ The Subah-dar-Major opened his jacket
as the rebels approached, took out a green flag and hoisted it.” Only a
portion of the artillery stood to their guns, and at noon the rebels at-
tacked and took them.  The contingent troops then fled, and their
officers were forced to escape, escorted by a faithful band of the 2nd
Gwalior Cavalry.”t On the 9th of November, they arrived in our camp.
That night, Major Orr, with three hundred and thirty-seven sabres,
drawn from the 1st, 3rd, and 4th Regiments started for Mehidpore,

On the morning of the 12th, after a march of sixty miles, Om
arrived at Mehidpore and found it had just been evacuated,\ the enemy
having taken with them two 12-pounders, four 9-pounders, and sixty
cartloads of smmunition and plunder. “ Orr after watering and feed-
ing his horses set forth in pursuit. After a ride of twelve miles he came

# ¢ It was subsequently restored to Rajah Anand Rao Puar with the exception of the
Bairses Pergunnab, but was retained under British management till the Chief should attain
the age of eighteen yenrs, or until he should become competent to manage his own affairs,
The management of the state was entrusted to the Chief in Ootober, 1864 A Collection
of Treaties compiled by C. U. Aitchison, B.C.S.,, Vol. III, p, 380. Parliamentary
Papers on Dhar, April 8th, 1869,

t Telegram from Captain Mayne to the Governor General, Camp, Jehampore, Novems
ber 18th, 1857,
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in touch with their rear-guard at the village of Rawal, They were well
posted, having their right resting on the village and their front covered
by a nullah orrivulet. Orr immediately crossed the rivulet and, brav-
ing the fire of the guns, Abbot and Johnstone with their troopers
charged. As they rode up to them the enemy fired, and the grape
passed over their heads with a rushing noise like a covey of birds.”” 1In
another instant they were right upon the battery sabrivg the gunners,
And then began a mortal tussle. The Afghans standing up manfully,
made a desperate resistance. An English officer came up with one of the
Rohillas. “ He was a fine fellow, and perhaps a leader. He was
requested to surrender, this he refused to do; he was then told that
unless he did so, death would assuredly be his portion. Then ensued the
struggle for life in deadly conflict, which he manfully maintained upon
foot till the cold sharp spear of his antagonist pierced his breast ; he
then fell upon the field, cast one agonised withering look of a still unvan-
quished spirit on his foe, threw his arms across his eyes, and died with-
out a groan.” The combat continued until darkness fell and the enemy
vanished in the tall crops of sugar-cane and jowaree. But the guns were
retaken with all their ammunition, and one hundred and fifty of the
cnemy lay dead on the field, The British loss was one hundred killed
and wounded,

On the 14th of November, Durand received a despatch from Major
Orc informing him of the defeat of the mutineers at Mehidpore. The
news was important, not mercly on account of the success gained, but
beeause it proved the loyalty and gallantry of the Hyderabad contingent.
Durand continued his march through western Malwa towards Mundesore
as fast as the roads would permit. On the 19th of November, the
camp was pitched at Hornia on the banks of the Chumbul. Spies
stated that a large rebel force was now only twenty miles away and
that the rebels had determined to give the British battle in the open
field. They had spread in Mundesore the report that they had defeated
the English at Dhar and that they were now going to destroy
utterly the few remaining Feringhees who had the temerity to follow
them so far. But, with oriental carelessness they neglected, what was
most vital to their success—the defence of the great natural barrier.
To cross the Chumbul without opposition was a business of no light
nature, for the banks were rugged and almost perpendicular, the stream
was rapid and deep, and its bed broken by enormous boulders of basalt.
The sappers had cut a road down the bank for the artillery and then
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the passage began. ¢ It was a beautiful picture,” says an eye-witness.
“The steep, verdant, shrubby banks covered with our varied forces,
elephants, camels, horses, and bullocks; the deep flowing clear river
reaching on and on to the far cast to the soft dcep blue tufted horizon ;
the babble and yelling of men, the lowing of cattle, the grunting screams
of the camels, and the trumpeting of the weary heavily-laden elephant ;
the rattle of our artillery down the bank, through the river, and up
the opposite side ; the splashing and plunging of our cavalry through the
stream—neighing and eager for the green encamping-grounds before
them ; and everybody so busy and jovial, streaming up from the deep
water to their respective grounds; and all this in the face, almost, of an
enemy.’”” The crossing of the force, ammunition, and baggage occupied
nearly the whole day.

On the morning of the 21st of November, the column encamped
four miles south of Mundesore. In the afternoon, the cnemy came out
from the town and occupied in force a village upon the British left,
and formed up into considerable masscs upon the extensive plateau in
front of their line. The accurate fire of the British guns caused the
masses to waver ; the order was given for the sappers and Hyderabad
infantry to occupy the village, which was speedily dome, for as they
advanced, the enemy evacuated it and fled. “ The cavalry pursued and
cut up a good number of them ; the main body then fled into Mundesore,
By b o’clock the field was ours.”

The spies had informed Durand that the rcbel force, some five
thousand in number, who had been besieging Neemuch, had raised the
siege, and were hastening to join their comrades at Mundesore. He,
therefore, determined to occupy a position which would enable him to
prevent their junction. The next morning he crossed the river, and,
making a flank movement to the left, he encamped to the wojst of the
town within two thousand yards of the suburb. He was just in time.
A cavalry movement showed that the Neemuch rebels were posted in
considerable force five miles away on the high road to that station. At
dawn, Durand struck his camp and went forth to meet them. There
was a small branch of the river to be crossed, and before all the baggage
could be got over, the enemy came out from Mundesore to fall upon the
rear. The dragoons and two guns soon drove them back. The march
continued, unmolested. When they had gone about five miles, and
approached the spot where the enemy was said to be posted, a halt was
sounded. A few officers rode ahead, when they saw in front of them what
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seemed like moving masses and flags, waving above the high crops of
grain, “They became more and more distinct and presently we could
see a large body of horsemen and two bodies of infantry.” It was the
enemy from Neemuch in force. They had selected a very strong
position upon the road, their right resting on the village of Goorariah,
their centre on a long hill, and their left well covered by fields, of uncut
grain, with broken ground and nullahs in their front full of water and
mud. ~—

The troops took up their position for the battle. The artillery rattled
to the front, the men cheering and waving their hats ag they flew past
to open fire. The 86th formed into double line on the right of the
guns; the 25th, with the Madras sappers es dchelon on their left, moved
np under a sharp and heavy fire in double line, “as beautifully as on a
parade ground,” to the enemy’s centre. To the left of these was the
Hyderabad infantry, and on either flanks were the dragoons and irregular
cavalry, The Hyderabad Contingent artillery opened fire from the
British left centre. During the artillery duel, the enemy’s infantry
came down from their heights and with banners and flags of all colours
flying, advanced to within a few yards of the infantry. The 25th
Bombay Native Infantry, led by Major Robertson, charged and drove
them back. Lieutenant Martin of the Bengal Cavalry, with some score
of dragoons, flung himself on the enemy’s guns and cut down the gun-
ners. But the dashing charge was not supported, and he had to retire,
having received a wound in the knee. The horsemen, however, again
fell on the guns and captured them, The enemy, contesting every inch
of the ground, retired to the village* ' The 86th and 25th Bombay
Native Infantry now moved on it : and the men fell fast, because they
had to pass a good many nullabs filled with sepoys who, from these
ambuscades, plied their muskets with effect. But keeping well together,
they surmounted the difficulty of the ground and attacked the village.
"The walls of the houses and the enclosures were pierced with loopholes
through which the rebels commenced a well sustained fusillade. The
British soldier and the Bombay sepoy fought their way into the village,
but as the enemy were under shelter and aimed so coolly that every shot
told, the assailants were ordered to withdraw. During this combat, the

® « Thoge who had not the chance of doing sofled along the Neemuch road and in other
directions through fields. The cavalry cut up great nuwbers in these fields.” Costral

India, by T'. Lowe, p. 113.
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rear-guard was attacked by a strong body from the city of Mundesore.
The Hyderabad Cavalry, commanded by Captains Abbott and Murray,
with two guns and three companies of infantry, were sent to reinforce
it. The two guns opened on the enemy, and when they began to
waver, the Hyderabad Cavalry and a troop of the 14th Dragoons, com-
manded by Lieutenant Leith, charged them and drove them- hack to a
point where a small pond of water and some shallow pits or stone
quarries joined. Lieutenant Redmayne who was leading, wheeled round
the pond, being closely followed by Lieutenant Chapman and a few drageons.
A tremendous concentrated fire of musketry from the quarry dashed
nearly the whole to the earth. Lieutenant Redmayne, whose horse
had carried him far ahead of his men, was, while lying on the ground,
hacked to pieces by the' rebels. ‘ When his body was brought
in, no feature could be recognised.”” At this moment Captain Abbott
appeared on the other side of the pits, and the enemy retreated into
the Mundesore fort. Sable night fell, and the Rohillahs held the
village—a flaming fire. The British loss was great—upwards of sixty
officers and men wounded.

About 10 o’clock next morning, the 18-pounder and 24 pounder howit.-
zers were brought up to within two hundred and fifty yards of the
village and poured forth a storm of shot and shell. The houses were
redaced to a mass of ruins and the fire consumed all that would burn.
But the gallant garrison still held out. Towards 4 p.u., the 86th Regi-
ment, the 25th Bombay Native Infantry, and some Madras sappers
stormed the burning village. The heroic Rohillas defended the burning
sheds with dogged bravery, and, from the tops of the charred ruins, sent
a deadly fire on their assailants as they rushed through the streets.
¢ The Madrassees with their huge blue -turbans, behaved gloriously, as
they always do. They were rushing about like salamanders in the flames
and smoke.” The Bombay sepoys, always patient, faithful and brave,
also shone that day, Many of them were wounded as they charged the
village, or (in the furious hand-to-hand struggles. When they wero
brought into the field hospital with arms and legs shattered by round
shots, limbs and body perforated by musket bullets, and ‘flesh wounds of
no slight nature, their general observation was, “ Ah well, never mind,
we have eaten the Sircar’s salt for many years; this has been good work,
and the Sircar will be good and take care of us, or our families if we
die.”> “One poor fellow, whose blood was welling-away profusely from
a wound near the shoulder joint, was offered a little brandy-and-water as
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o
a stimulant, when he nobly said ¢ Give it to my brother first,” who sat
next to him groaning in agony ; he then drank and said he did not mind
his wound, for he knew Government would not forget him.”* During
that dreadful conflict, the County Downs had to freely use their bayonets
as they drove the Rohillas, contesting every inch of the ground, out of
the houses. The Irish lads not only fought manfully, but their conduct
increased the lustre of the soldiers’ heroism. ¢ Occasionally a son of the
sister isle, all covered with sweat and dust, his face blackened by powder
and smoke, would be seen leading tenderly outside the walls a woman or
a child.” When evening came, only a few rebels remained in strougly
built houses at the upper end of the village. Cavalry pickets were
thrown around them and the troops returned to camp. ¢ The next day
not a living soul remained in Goorariah.””

The capture of Goorariah was a mortal blow to rebellion in Western
Malwa. During the attack on the village, the Shahzada and his Afghan
mercenaties evacuated Mundesore, and as they fled through the country,
the population attacked them and drove them into the jungles. Aftera
large breach had been made in one of the walls of the Mundesore fort by
the Madras Sappers, in order to render it untenable by a foe, the column
marched for Indore. Major Orr was left behind with his force of
Hyderabad troops and Captain Keatinge was appointed political agent
of Western Malwa.t No better choice eould have been made. He had,
before the outbreak at Indore, controlled his own distriet with courage
and cunergy, and during the operations he had rendered good service by
raising and managing some native levies in the small states north of
Indore. On the 15th of December, the column marched through the
suburbs of Indore and pitched their camp in front of the Residency.
The massive walls of the stately home of the Governor-General’s Agent
at Indore stood, but the inside had been completely gutted. The church,
“ g pretty little village-like sanctuary,” had been rifled and defiled. Of
the hospitals and other buildings nothing remained but blackened tumble-
down walls. But the British representative, cruelly and treacherously
driven away, bad returned’ sapported by British bayonets. The court

® « Not a man refused to take what was offered to him as drink—even then, all shunned—
wine wns willingly accepted by them ; and when an amputation was performed they bore it
with herolo fortitude, for although chloroform was not administered, scarcely a groan escaped
while the dreadful knife was severing the member from its body. In action they were cool,
gallant, and intrepid ; under the painful ordeal of the surgical operation they displayed
patience, cheerfalness, and fortitude”” Central India, by T. Lowe, p. 120.

4 Afterwards Colonel Keatinge, V.C,, Chief Commissioner of Assam,
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astrologer bad said, “ Though every European save one were slain, that
one would remain to fight and reconquer.”” On the aftcrnoon of the
15th, Holkar's mutinous troops laid down their arms. At 5 o’clock, all
officers of the force attended, at an invitation from the Maharajah, an
open durbar. Holkar toll the Brigadier he ¢ was very glad to see him
and bis victorious army.”” Durand informed the Maharajah that the
British Government expeeted that all who had taken part in the attack
on the Residency and on Mehidpore should be punished. Holkar
promised that a Commission which he had previously appointed would
make full enquiries into the matter. But Durand had grave doubts
whether justice would ever he done. He had not much faith in the
fidelity of the Indore chief. The precise nature and amount of Holkar’s
loyalty has been discussed at considerable length and with considerable
acrimony. But the facts are few and simple. The British Residency was
attacked by Holkar’s mutinous troops; Europcans were murdered, and
the Resident was compelled to evacuate it. Holkar knew what was taking
place. Saadat Khan rode up wounded to Holkar’s palace and told him
that he had wounded a sahib and attacked the Residency., For three
days Holkar remained in his palace in constant communication with the
mutineers. He then visited the Residency and onversed with Saadat
Khan, with the commander of the infantry which had led the attack, and
with the subahdar of the 23rd Native Infantry who was a party to the
murder of his commanding officer. On the other hand, it must be
remembered that he refused to hand over to the Mhow mutineers the
Europeans and other Christians who had taken refuge in his palace, and
when he had recovered from the shock of the revolt of his troops, he acted
with energy, consideration, and loyalty to the British cause. But the fact
remains that at the critical moment when the Residency was attacked,
Holkar hesitated and did nothing. If he had appeared at the Residency,
with such troops as he could depend upon, to overawe his mutinous
soldiers, the outbreak would at once have been put down, He was care-
less of the lives of English officers, and in the hour of trial violated his
duty to the Government to which be owed allegiance, and which from a
cottage had placed him on a throne. If Holkar had been deposed and
his state confiscated and divided among our faithful allies, there is not a
native chief who would not have admitted the justice of our decision.
But the Government of India, taking into consideration his subsequent
conduct, treated him with marked leniency and generosity. Sir Robert

Hamilton, who had hastily and improperly placed Holkar on the throne,
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advocated his claim for territorial reward for mutiny services, But Lord
Canning, when he understood the whole question, deliberately recorded
that Holkar’s services were not such as to entitle him to a reward ; and
his decision was endorsed by successive Viceroys,

On the 16th, Durand ceased to be Agent to the Governor-General,
Sir Robert Hamilton had returned to Indore and resumed charge of
his duties, He was accompanied by Sir Hugh Rose, who took eommand
of the force which then assumed the name of the Central India Field
Force. Thus ended the Malwa Campaign, a brilliant episode in the
history of the Indian Mutiny. Durand had overcome by patience
and courage the varied obstacles which beset his path, and had proved
himself a skilful and daring commander. “His conduct,” ag Lo
Canning recorded in a minute, * was marked by great foresight and the
soundest judgment as well in military asin civil matters,” He had
wany points to guard, and the trustworthy force at his disposal was
almost hopelessly small; but by a judicious use of it, and by the closest
personal supervision of its movements, Colonel Durand saved our interests
in Central Indix until sup port could arrive.

When Siv Colin Campbell was in Calcutta, a general plan of campaign
was designed, by which the resources of the three Presidencies, after the
arrival of reinforcements from England, should be made available for
combined action. A Bombay column, called the Central India Forcs,
supported by the Rajputana Field Force on one side and the Madras foree
called the Saugor and Nerbudda Field Force on the other side, was to
march through the heart of Hindustan to restore order, and, by distracting
the attention of the insurgents in that quarter, obviate the risk of
8ir Colin Campbell being attacked by the formidable Gwalior Contingent
and other rebels, whilst engaged in the reduction of the Doab, Rohileund,
and Oudh, The Central India Field Force was to mike Mhow itg base
of operations, After capturing Jhansi, the stronghold of the mutineers
in Central India, it was to march to Calpee situated on the Jumna, where
8ir Colin hoped to come in touch with it. The Madras column, starting
from Jubbulpore and clearing the line of communication with Allahabad
and Mirzapore, was to march across Bundeleund to Banda, also situated
on the Jumna some ninety-five miles south-wost of Allahabad. It wag
a well-conceived plan and showed & broad grasp of the science of wap,
The officers appointed to carry out the operations, under the instruetiong
of the Commander-in-Chief, were Major-Generals Sir Hugh Roso ¢,

¢

Plan of
Carnopaign,



82 INTRODUCTION

command the Central India Field Force, and Whitlock and Roberts to
command the Madras column and Rajputana Field Force respectively.

It would be difficult to imagine two men more different in their
characters and their lives than Colin Campbell, the son of a Scotch
‘carpenter, and Hugh Rose, the son of the Minister Plenipotentiary at
the Prussian Court. Colin Campbell was a brave soldier endowed with
a vigorous intellect, Scotch homely sense and Scotch caution ; Hugh
Rose was a clever, impulsive soldier, whose operations were marked by
gkill, daring, and determination, but a lack of caution which nearly ended
in disaster. Genius, however, attached to everything he did: we see it
in his despatches, we see it in his conduct of war. To Colin Campbell
the mounting of the ladder of success was a long and tedious process;
to Hugh Rose promotion came rapidly. Entering the army in 1820 as
an Ensign in the 93rd Sutherland Highlanders, he was transferred to
the 19th Regiment, and, in recognition of the gallantry he had displayed
under critical circumstances in Ireland, he was given, on the special
recommendation of his commanding officer, an unattached majority by
purchase, after a little more than six years’ service. Soon after obtaining
bhis majority, Major Rose was appointed to the 92nd Gordon Highlanders
and served with them eleven years. 1In the year 1840 he was attached,
with the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel and Deputy Adjutant-General, to
Omar Pasha’s Brigade in Syria during the operations against Mehemet
Ali, Soon after his arrival, and in a brilliant exploit, the fiery courage
of the sabreur was displayed. As Rose was wandering accidentally in
the direction of the Egyptian outposts, he noticed that a large ibody of
their cavalry was about to surprise the camp of Omar Pasha. Putting
himself at the head of a regiment of Arab cavalry, he charged down on
the Egyptian horsc. “In the hand to hand encounter that followed
Colonel Rose received two or three slight wounds, but he succeeded in
complotely routing the enemy, killing several of them. He himself,
with his own hand, wounded and captured the leader.”” For this
“ dashing and gallant conduct,” to use the words of his superior officer,
“Colonsl Rose, besides receiving a sabre of honour from the Sultan and
the order of the Aishan Iftehan in diamonds, bad bestowed upon him
by his sovereign the insignia of the Military Companionship of the Bath,
Soon after the termination of the war in the Levant, Colonel Rose was
appointed Consul-General in Syria. The state of affairs in the country
was most eritical. The Consyl-General had to uphold Turkish and
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British interests in Syria against the intrigues of rival powers and to
preserve the peace between the Christian Maronites and Muhammadan
Druses. In ocarrying out this policy, Hugh Rose showed rare ability,
adroit adaptation of means to ends and a bold bearing up against power-
ful antagonists. He also displayed courage of the truest temper and a
gpirit of active and warm benevolence towards his fellow-creatures.
When the American missionaries at Abaye on Mount Lebanon sent an
urgent appeal to the Consul for assistance, Rose rode there accompanied
only by two Kavasses. Ho found the castle in flames and the Druses
with drawn swords watching outside to sabre the Christians as they were
driven out of the fire. The imperious Consul so exercised his dominion
over the Druses that they not only refrained from slaying the Christians
but allowed them to go to Beyrout under his charge. The Druses had
laid waste the country with fire and sword, and, beset by fanatics thirsting
for blood, he conducted in safety seven hundred Christians to Beyrout.
During the journey, he and his two Kavasses gave up their horses to the
women to ride. When cholera raged with great fury in Beyrout, and
“the terror-stricken Christian population abandoned their bouses and fled
to the country * he alone of all the Europeans, with the exception of one
medical officer and some sisters of charity, remained behind to visit the
huts of those smitten with the mortal disease. * Language faintly
conveys, ” says the address presented to him by grateful eye-witnesses,
“the impression created by conduct so generous and humane ; but the
remembrance of it will never be effaced from the hearts of those who
were the objects of such kindness, nor will such devotion easily be
forgotten by those who witnessed it.”*

For the good work he did in Syria, Lord Palmerston, in January 1851,
appointed Hugh Rose Secretary of the Embassy at Constantinople. The
same year he was promoted Brevet-Colonel. In June 1852, Sir Stratford
Canning went to England and was absent for some eight or nine months,
during which time Rose, as chargé d’affaires, showed that a slender
authority in the hands of a strong man may be of the greatest service at
a grave crisis. One morning the Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs
and the Grand Vizier informed Rose that Prince Menchekoff, a personal
favourite of the Czar and a man of an over-bearing demeanour who had
been sent as a special envoy to Constantinople, demanded that the Sultan
should sign a Secret Treaty which would virtually give the Czar the

® Clyde and Strathnairn. By Major-General Sir Owen Tudor Burne, K.0.8.1., p. 93.

a9
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protectorate of all the Christian subjects of the Porte. No sovereign
having a proper regard for his own dignity and independence could admit
such a proposal. The Sultan’s independence and the integrity of his
dominions had been guaranteed by England and the other Powers, and
the Grand Vizier asked Hugh Rosc what material pledge he could give
that England would support them in opposing the Russian demand. It
was a difficult and delicate position. Rose was not the appointed represen-
tative of England at the Ottoman Porte, and for him to give a material
guarantee might well be regarded as acting outside the sphere of his
duty. Rose informed the Grand Vizier that it was for the Porte to
specify the assistance required, and he would immediately send ‘off an
express message to Belgrade or Vienna, or a steamer to Malta with the
intelligence to Her Majesty’s Government. ¢ Oh,” replied the Grand
Vizier, “special messengers and steamers are too late. We must sign
the Secret Treaty by sunset this evening, or Prince Menchekoff will
demand his passports. We wish to see the British flect in Turkish waters,”
Rose stated that he had no power to order the British fleet to Constanti-
nople, but he would inform the Admiral at once of the gravily of the
situation and the serious responsibility he would incur if he were to
refuse to bring the fleet. The Grand Vizier was satisfied. That night
the Sultan’s Ministers declined to sign the treaty.* Admiral Dundas
did not feel justified in sending the fleet into Turkish waters without
directions from home, and the ministry approved of his decision. But
as the historian of the Crimean War remarks, « Although he was
disavowed by the Government at home, and although his appeal to the
English Admiral was rejected, itis not the less certain that his mere
consent, to call up the fleot allayed the panic which was endangering at
that moment the very life of the Ottoman Empire. "'+ )

Russia drifted into war with England and France, and Rose was
appointed Queen’s Commissioner at the Head-Quarters of the French
Army, with the local rank of Brigadier-General. At Alma when, during
three sunny hours a French and an English army fought side by side,

® Major-General Sir Owen Tudor Burne, who states that he gives “Sir Hugh Rose’s own
account of the incident,” writes, ‘Not long after sunset, the Porte’s Chief Dragoman came
to Colonel Rose at Therapia to inform him that Prince Menchekoff had presented his
demand for their signature of the treaty, and that they had refused it. The despatch sent
to Admiral Dundas, though not acted on, had gained its object.” Clyde and Strathnases
By Major-Gemeral Sir Owen Tudor Burne, K.C.8.I., p 95.

4 The Invasion of the Crimea. By A. W. Kinglake, Vol. I, p 106,
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General Rose was with the Ist Regiment of the Zouaves while they, under
s heavy artillery fire, captured the Telegraph Height. The following
morning, when he was visiting with General Canrobert La Maison Brulée
upon which the Russians had concentrated a heavy artillery fire, Rose was
wounded by the splinter of a shell. At the Mount of Inkerman, where
Eogland fought the gathered strength of the Czar, he offered a striking
instance of coolness and daring. In order to recommoitre the ground
between the left of General Canrobert and the right of General
Pennefather, he rode leisurely down the Tchernaya road under the
withering fire from the whole line of pickets. * The horseman turned
neither to the right nor to the left nor could the Russians hit him.
Suddenly, they saw him fall headlong with his horse. After a few minutes,
paying no attention to the firing, the mysterious horseman got up, shook
himself, patted his horse, and led the animal leisurely back up the road.
The Russians were so awe-struck that an order was sent along the line
to cease firing on the man, who ¢ we afterwards learnt,” said the Russian
officer, ‘was Colonel Rose.”” General Canrobert, who himself was
always ready for an act of brave sclf-devotion, recommended Hugh
Rose for the Victoria Cross for gallant conduct on three different
occasions, but, having the local rank of Brigadier-General, he was
onsidered not to be eligible, as the regulations expressly excluded
General Officers from this decoration. He was, however, on the 12th
of December 1854, promoted “for distinguished conduct in the field ”
to be Major-General, and on the 16th of October 1855 he received
the degree of Knight Commander of the Bath.*

Soon after the tidings of the revolt of the Bengal Army reached
England, the Duke of Cambridge, who * personally had an opportunity
in the Crimea of seeing what manner of man my gallant friend was,
snd of what stuff he was made,” gave him the important command of
the Poona Division of the Bombay Army. It was the command which
Charles Napier held before he went to conquer Sind. On the 19th
of September 1857, Hugh Rose landed at Bombay. Lord Canning
had intended to give the command of the Central India Force to General
John Jacob, the daring leader of cavalry who had subdued the proud
and warlike mountaineers of the Afghan and Beloochee frontier, but
John Jacob, who commanded the cavalry during the Persian Campaign,

® London Gasetle, 6th February 1856,
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was detained at the desire of the British Minister in Persia, and the
command was given to Sir Hugh Rose.*

On the 17th of December, he assumed command of the Central
India Field Force, which consisted of two brigades. The lst Brigade,
recently the Malwa Field Force, was at Mhow ;the 2nd Brigade was
at Sehore. The left or lst Brigade at Mhow under the command of
Brigadier C. S, Stuart of the Bombay Army was composed of :—

1 Squadron, 14th Light Dragoons,

1 Troop, 8rd Bombay Light Cavalry.

2 Regiments, Hyderabad Contingent Cavalry,

2 Companies 86th Regiment ;t 25th Bombay Native Infantry.

1 Regiment, Hyderabad Contingent Infantry.

8 Light Field Batteries (one belonging to the Royal Artillery,
" one to that of Bombay, the third to Hyderabad).

Some Sappers.

The right or 2nd Brigade at Sehore under the Command of Brigadier
Steuart, 14th Dragoons, was composed of i~

Head-Quarters, 14th Light Dragoons.

3rd Bombay Light Cavalry.

1 Regiment, Hyderabad Contingent Cavalry.
8rd Bombay European Fusiliers.}
24th Bombay Native Infantry,

1 Regiment, Hyderabad Contingent Infantry.

1 Battery, Horse Artillery.

1 Light Field Battery,

1 Battery, Bhopal Artillery,

1 Company, Madras Sappers.

A detachment of Bombay Sappers and a siege train.

On the morning that he assumed command, the Major-General rode
from Indore to Mhow, reviewed the lst Brigade and inspected the

* Outram| wrote to John Jacob from Caleutts on the 6th of August, the day he left
for Allahabad.—“I have urged the Governor-General to give you command of that army
(Central India) and he appears most highly to approve of the idea, satisfied as he is that
you of all men are best fitted for the great military and political responsibilities which must
rest on that commander. As the Commander-in-Chief of all India will, I presume, command
the Eastern army, yours will be the highest command in Indis next to his. My own part
in the campaign will be very secondary, merely preserving the country up to Cawnpore,
and maintaining the (ommander-in-Chief's communications,”

$1he rewsinder of the companios of this regiment joined before the attack on Chanderd,

1Now the 2nd Battalion, Leinster Regiment,
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hospitals. On visiting the hospital of the Madras Sappers, he told the
men how pleased the Government were at their gallant conduct, and
on a wounded sapper begging not to be left behind, Sir Hugh said that
every attention should be given to him, Sir Hugh possessed great
energy and it was taxed to the utmost in making the necessary numerous
arrangements for his force to take the field. He gave himself entirely
up to the business, labouring day and night, thinking of nothing else.
“He was laughed at and called a griff by a good many, and a good
many others asked who he was and what he had done.”” But the griff
swiftly proved that he knew well the business of war, and the London
dandy, after the longest march spruce and neat, won the confidence
and affection of his men, On Christmas day the General and his staff
dined with the officers at Mhow. The banners captured from the enemy
in the Malwa Campaign, and grecn leaves in the place of holly and
mistletoe, decorated the room. “The maids of merry England were
not forgotten, nor were the heroes who had gone gloriously to their
graves in the conflicts in Bengal and other parts of India, It wasa
happy meeting ; few, however, who were present then met together to
celebrate another Christmas.” The new year came, and with it the
cheering news of the relief of Outram and Havelock at Lucknow by
Sir Colin Campbell. But grave tidings from Saugor also reached
them. A large force of mutineers were moving towards that cantons
ment with the view of attacking the fort whose garrison consisted of
one weak company of European Artillery and about forty officials.
To this small body of men was entrusted the protection of a large and
important arsenal and the lives of some one hundred and seventy
European women and children. In the cantonments were one thousand
Bengal sepoys and about one hundred irregular cavalry. They had
behaved well, but would they continue to be loyal when they came in
touch with their mutinous brethren ? They were now mistrusted and
not allowed to do duty in the fort, and to remain loyal under the
circumstances would indeed be a hard and trying exercise of faith. The
importunities of their deluded comrades, who were wild with bigotry
and flushed with success, the dread of being outcasts if their masters
were driven into the sea, were incentives strong enough to draw the
most faithful into the vortex of rebellion. No praise is too high for
the sepoy who remained true to his colours,

To Brigadier Whitlock had been assigned the task of relieving Saugor,
but Sir Hugh Rose knew that the Madras column could not reach

L]
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Saugor for two months, and, taking upon himself the responsibility of
diverging from the plan of campaign, he determined to march rapidly,
with a portion of his force, to its relief. On the 6th of January, accom-
panied by Sir R. Hamilton, he left Mhow to join the 2nd Brigade at
8ehore. On the morning of the 8th of January the siege train
oommenced its march from Indore,* and six days later joined the force
at Saugor. On the 10th, the 1st Brigade left Mhow. It was marching
in a parallel line to clear the Grond Trunk Road and ultimately join
the other brigade in the attack on Jhansi, On the morning of the 16th,
Sir Hugh Rose with the 2nd Brigade left Sehore, and after passing
over arich plateau, they ascended a range of hills and saw below them
the city of Bhopal spreading itself in the form of an amphitheatre, on
the declivity of a hill, the foot of which is bathed by a fine lake surrounded
by a circle of large trees, The Begum of Bhopal, who had put off
the mutinous solicitations of her people from day to day by assuring
them that the proper time for the expulsion of the British had not yet
arrived, welcomed the British force, furnished it with supplies, and placed
at the disposal of Sir Hugh Rose 600 or 700 of her troops. On the
morning of the 16th the brigade left Bhopal. The siege train followed
the next day. But it was no easy task to transport the heavy guns
through jungle and nullahs; over rough ground and hille. On the
afternoon of the 24th, the siege train reached a tributary of the river
Beena, where hundreds of baggage wagons were found jammed together
and unable to gain the opposite bank. ¢ Thesappers piled arms and
went to work in good earnest, felling trees, cutting the road, and
carrying dry sand to coverthe slippery path. The carts were got over
after immeneo labour, then came the 18-pounders, and when they arrived
at the siippery incline, the elephants struck—they would not movean

# We had scarccly gone four miles on the road when a violent explosion was heard in our
trear. For an instant we imagined ourselves fired on from an ambush, but on turning round
we saw a grent column of smoke nmong the artillery of the Hyderabad Contingent and the
men rushing wildly about here and there. The halt was sounded and we galloped to the spot,
and a most melancholy scene presented itself. A limber of 9-pounder was fllled with
loaded shells and these Liad exploded through some accident in packing. There lay 8 human-
foot in one spot, picces of flesh in another, burning cloth in a third ; 8 wounded man here,
another dying there, a third with the hair of his faco and head singed off, and jaw broken.
Two men vwere blown to ntome, the head with the right arm attached being all that was
found. The limber had dissppeared and the gun, with its trail broken, was driven some
yards back covered with blood. The oxen stood still s death also wounded. The driver
who eat upon the box was only blown off, while the second ahead of him was killed. *
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inch further with their charge, 0 the heavy guns were pulled up the
incline by the Madras Sappers,”*

It was 8 o’clock in the morning before the work was done, The Siege of

sappers bivouacked in the jungle, and after a short rest of three hours,
they set forth in advance of the guns to overcome fresh obstacles. About
1 v.m. onthe 25th, the siege train joined the force at Rathghur. On
the previous morning, when Sir Hugh Rose with the advanced guard
reached the encamping-ground, he discovered that the leading flankers
had, by taking a wrong road, got into a skirmish with the enemy post-
ed in the suburbs of the town. He promptly advanced and covered with
the infantry and guns, their return from a position so unsuited to cavalry,
“In rectifying this mistake, I had gained a good deal of ground to the
right front, and a company of the 24th Native Infantry bad taken,
with spirit, one or two houses and gardens ; on reconnoitring, I found
that they were at the commencement of the suburbs, and that to keep
all this would compromise my right, and plan of attacking the fort
from the left flank. I therefore ordered the troops back to their Campt”.
The next day Sir Hugh Rose made, with Major Boileau, commauding
Eungineers, and a small party of the 3rd Europans and 3rd Light
Cavalry, a complete reconnaissance of eighteen miles of the whole country
round the fort, which is situated on the spur of a long high hill. “The
east and south faces were almost perpendicular, the rock being scarped
and strengthened by a deep rapid river, the Biena, running close beneath
from east to west; the north face looked along the densely jungled
hill, and was strengthened by a deep ditch some twenty feet wide; the
west face overlooked the town and Saugor road: on this face was the
gateway, flanked by several square and round bastions, The wall to
the north side was strengthened by an outwork looking like a second
wall. Along each face were strong bastions commanding various points,
and also in the four angles ; approach from the east and south was next
to impossible, approach from the west or town side almost as difficult.”}

The reconnaissance having confirmed in all essentials the information
on which Sir Hugh Rose had formed his plan of attack, he carried it

®« Tam convinced that no men in the world could have done better (few so well) than
did the Madras Sappers ic’their voluntary labour in this instance. They had it all their
own way.” Central India, by T\ Lowe, p. 172,

t From Major-General Sir Hugh Ross, K.C.B., commanding Central India Field
Force, to the Adjutani-General of the Army Hoad-Quartm, Bombay, dated Oamp
Saugor, 7th February 1858,

{ Central India,by Thomas Lowe, pp. 178-174.

Ratbghar.
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out by investing, the same evening, the rock of Rathghur as closely as
the great extent, hills, thick jungle, and a difficult river would allow.
He requested the commander of the Bhopal force to invest the south-
west of the fort, as it was the one which faced the Bhopal territory.*
On the north and north-east were the 8rd Bombay Light Cavalry and
the cavalry of the Hyderabad Contingent. The remainder of the force
occupied the plain across which runs the S8augor road.

Early on the morning of the 26th, Sir Hugh Rose with the 8rd
European Regiment, followed by the 18-pounder howitzers and
mortars and the guns of the Hyderabad Contingent, arrived at the
jungle at the foot of an open plateau which Major Boileau had selected
for the breaching batteries. The sappers who had been sent forward
to prepare fascines fell in, and the troops entered the jungle towards
the foot-path that led to the summit. When they had made their way
well into the wild growth, they suddenly found themselves in the midst
of fire. ‘The jungle grass before, behind, and on both sides of us was
in a blaze! What with the heat of the sun and the fire we were pretty
nearly roasted. The guide had lost the path, so we halted ; the order
to ¢ right about £ice’ was given, and by-and-by we came upon the track,
We had not gone far when we found ourselves jammed—progress, save
by single file, was impossible. The order °sappers to the front’ was
given and away they went to cut a road up this hill for the guns. The
ascent, however, was so rugged and steep that much labour was required
ere they could be dragged up the summit.”” The enemy, on seeing the
position the English had occupied, opened fire on it from their gingalls
and small guns. It was, however, kept down with the fire of the
68-pounder of the Hyderabad Contingeunt and the 53 mortars.  Sir Hugh
Rose writes, I beg to mention for his devotion on this occasion, Quarter-
master Thompson, commanding a half battery of the Artillety of the
Hyderabad Contingent, who has completed thirty-two years of meritorious
service. Twice hit, he continued to fight his guns successfully to the
close of the day. I thanked his battery on the ground.”t At 4 ».x. the

® From Magor-General Sir Hugh Rose, K.C.B., commanding Central India Field
Porce, to the Adjutant-General of the Army, Head-Quarters, Bombay, dated Camp
Bauyor, 7t Fobﬂlarg 1888. .
Dr. Lowe writes, * On the east were about a thousand of the Bhopal troops.’’ (Op. oit. 174.)

+ « The Quarter-Master of the Hyderabad Contingent, M. Thompson, had two narrow
edoapes. One musket ball struck his leathern belmet, aud & second struck him in the
chest, upoh a pocketebook. Several others wore wounded by musket balls.” Central
India, by Thomas Lowe, p. 177,




INTRODUOTION L

two 18-pounders with elephant draught were brought up the hill, « the 3rd
Europeans dragging them up the steep where the elephants could not go.”

Meanwhile, the firing against the town had driven the enemy into
the fort and enabled Brigadier Steuart to take possession of a mosque
opposite the north face, commanding the town, and within range of
the main gate of the fort. On this height and another to the
left he placed Captain Lightfoot’s 9-pounder battery, one-8-inch
howitzer and two 8-inch mortars, These batteries forming the
right, or town attack, kept up, night and day, an effective fire on
the line of defences and buildings of the fort. ¢ During the pay
. the General was in front the whole time, choosing sites for the breachs
ing and mortar batteries, and had numerous escapes from being, killed.”
The next day, the 28th, the General, who was constantly between
the two attacks which were two and a half miles apart, changed the
8-inch howitzer from the right to the left attack, in order to enfilade
with its fire the palaces and defences of the north face. He also directed
that from the right an attack should be made on a low massive tower
close to the main gateway, The storming party, led by Captain
Lightfoot who volunteered to accompany it, entered the tower ander a
heavy fire from the walls of the postern which were only fifty yards
distant. It was found on a thorough examination to be of no value as
an offensive and the troops were withdrawn from it before daylight.*

At 8 oM. on the 28th, the sand-bag batteries of the left attack
having been completed, the two 18-pounders and the 8-inch howitzer
were brought up to them and commenced their fire against the outer
wall of the east curtain of the fort, It soon began to crumble into the
ditch, 8ir Hugh Rose had just returned to the camp from the battery,
when the rebels were seen coming in force out of the thick jungle in the
British rear with standards flying. They crossed the river and attacked
the vedettes on the right rear of the camp. At this moment another
large body appeared on the opposite bank, These two forces, amounting to
1,600 or 2,000 men, consisted mainly of sepoys and Afghan mercenaries,
They were led by the Rajah of Banpore, who hoped, by acting in concert with
the gartison, to raise the siege, by making a strenuous attack upon the British
rear, Hugh Rose, however, as soon as he heard the news of their approach,
moved rapidly with an outlyiny picket of Her Majesty’s 14th Light
Dragoons, “ who in less than a minute were in their saddles, ’’ to meet

" * Captain Lightfoot recommends Private Davies of the 8rd Kuropeans for his
g'Iantry and intelligence on this occasion.” From Magor-General Sir Hugh Ross, K.C.By
commanding Central India Field Foroe, Camp Samgor, 7th February 1858,
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them, ordering two guns and the rest of the picket to follow in support.
The enemy, who were skirmishing with a picket of the 8rd Light Cavalry,
on seeing their approach, fired a discharge of musketsand rockets at them
and ran into a gorge of the Biena and up its rocky bank., Brigadier Steuart
who had been ealled up, advancing from the mosque, unlimbered, and,
with a few rounds of artillery, sent the rebels on the other side of the river
into the jungle. Then the whole rebel force retreated rapidly toa
precipitous ridge four wmiles to the north-west of Rathghur from whence
they had started in the morning. However, Captain Hare of the
Hyderabad Contingent with some of his troopers came up with their
rear before they reached their coign of vantage and sabred several of them.*

While the fray was going on in the plain, the garrison redoubled
their fire from the fort. But the two batteries continued to pound away
at the wall. Then the rebels saw their friends retreat into the jungle
aund their fire became far less effectun]l. The English batteries continued
to pour forth their shot and shell every quarter of an hour. At 10 p.m.
a breach appeared which seemed practicable. It was decided to examine
it. “ Corporal Linahan, Subadar Scloway, and two privates of the Madras
Sappers examined the breach under a very heavy fire from the enemy who
were evidently on the qusvive.”” All night the cannonade continued. At
daylight the guns in the fort were silent. Lieutenant Strutt of the
Bombay Artillery and Dr. Lowe of the Madras Sappers, noticing how
quiet all was, thought they would go to the breach. “ We went, not a
shot wus fired. Lieutenant Strutt jumpel down into the ditch, scrambled
over the rubble and up the breach, I followed. = On looking into
the fort not a soul was to be seen. The birds had flown ; how, was
a mystery.” They had fled in the dead of night by a precipitous path
where no footing could be seen. “One or two mangled bodies lay
at the bottom, attesting the difficulty of the ascent.”” Crossing a ford
over the Biena under the Bhopal camp they passed through the Bhopal
lines into the jungle.t The 3rd Europeins when they entered the fort

#« Captain Hare and Lieutenant Westmacott attached to the Hyderabad Cavalry did good
service on this occasion, and Lieutenant Moore of the 8rd Bombay Light Cavalry, who on
account of the few artillerymen served a gun with effect, deserves also to be mentioned.”

4 The reports of all the officors on duty state that these rebels, crossing a ford over the
Biena to the south-west, under the Bhopal camp, passed through the Bhopal lines into the
jungle; the Bhopal troops fired a few shots at the fugitives, two or three of their dead
baggage animals in this ford showed the track they had taken. The Bhopal troops have
been and are still so useful to me that I merely mention this circumstance, which is nothing
out of the way amongst Oriental troops, out of justice to my own force” From Major
Qeneral Sir Hugh Rose, K.C.B.,, commanding Central India Field Force, to the Adjutant
General of the drmy, Head-Quarters, Bombay, dated Camp Baugor, 7¢h February 1858, !




INTRODUOTION ‘98

# treated the women and numerous children of the rebels' who were -
left there, with the humanity which was to be expected from their
discipline and their faith. I enjoined the troops, for the honour of their
country and the Army, not to harm a woman or a child.”

On the 80th the sappers and miners occupied the fort and commenced
mining and demolishing the buildings. News now reached Sir Hugh
Rose that the garrison of Rathghur, strengthened by rebels from Bundel-
cund, had concentrated at Barodia on the left bank of the Beena—a strong
village with a ¢ gurrie,’}, or small fort, with dense jungle on each side,
about 12 miles from Rathghur. At midday on the 31st, the General,
with five guns Horse Artillery, four guns Captain Lightfoot’ battery,
two b4-inch mortars with fifteen men of Captain Woolcomb’s battery
under the command of Lieutenant Strutt, three troops 14th Light
Dragoons, two troops 8rd Bombay Light Cavalry, twenty-five men Madras
Sappers, 3rd European Regiment, and a detachment Hyderabad Con-
tingent Kield Force marched for Barodia. As they approached the river
Biena the enemy were observed on the left, well concealed by long grass and
nullahs. Hugh Rose immediately ordered Turnbull’s two guns to come
into action, but before they could open fire, there came a crash of musketry,
Lightfoot’s four 9-pounders were called up and opened with grape and
round shot. It was too close for shrapnel. The 8rd Europeans were
in skirmishing order in front of the flanks of the guns, and musketry
replied to musketry. The fire of the rebels diminished, but it could not
be silenced. Then the order to attack was given. The 8rd Europeans
charged, drove the enemy out of the thick jungle and twisting nullahs,
and took possession of the bank of the river commanding the ford to
Barodia. The Afghans and Pathans fought with their accustomed
courage, several of them, even when dying, springing from the ground
and inflicting mortal wounds with their broad swords.*

Hugh Rose turned the advantage gained by the 8rd Europeans
immediately to account. He sent the Hyderabad Irregular Cavalry,
supported by the 3rd Bombay Light Cavalry under Captain Forbes,
to cross the ford covered by the skirmishers. He himself followed with
four guns of the Horse Artillery and a troop of Her Majesty’s 14th Light

#¢‘Lieutenant-Colonel Liddell, Captain Neville, Royal Engiuers, Captain Campbell,
8rd Europenns, Captain Rose, my Aidc-de-Camp, and Lieutenant Macdonald, Assistant
Quarter Master General, were conspicuous in this advance; Lieutenant Macdonald was

slightly wounded and his horss twice wonnded.” From Major-General Sir Hugh Ross,

K.C.B., commanding Central India Field Force, to Colongl Greeny 0.8., Adjutant.
General of the drmy, P. 12,
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Dragoons in support under Lieutenant-Colonel Turnbull. The rest of
the force was ordered to march as swiftly as possible after them, with
the exception of a detachment of the Hyderabad Contingent Field Force
(infantry and guns) under Captain Hare, which remained at the ford
to protect the rear. TForbes, a fine soldier, as daring as he was skilful,
found the enemy’s flanks posted in thick jungle, their centre in com-
paratively open ground. Without a moment’s hesitation he charged
and broke their centre. The enemy found safety behind their guns,
well-placed in front of the village. It was a strong position, On three
sides it was surrounded by thick jungle, in which matchlock men were
posted, and before them ran a wet nullah whose banks were lined with
infantry, Turnbull, who had rapidly taken his guns across the ford,
unlimbered in front of the village and opened fire on the enemy’s position,
They answered with guns and rockets. Captain Neville of the Royal
Engineers, who had joined the force the day before and was acting as the
General's Aide-de-Camp, was struck by a round shot in the head. He
fell dead from his horse. He had passed days and nights in the trenches
before Sebastopol without being touched, The night before, he bad written
a letter to his mother expressing the certainty he felt of death in the
coming action, yet he pressed Sir Hugh Rose with much earnestness to
let him act as his Aide-de-Camp at Barodia,*

Driven from their position by the fire of the British guns, the enemy
retreated into the village and jungle. Sir Hugh Rose, crossing the nullah,
seized the wall round the hamlet and surrounded it with the skirmishers
and a troop of the 8rd Light Cavalry. Soon after, the village itself and
the little fort was occupied, but the enemy, except a few Afghan
skirmishers who were killed, had fled into the jungle. Their losses,
according to their own statement, were four or five hundred, Their
ablest military leader was killed and the Rujah of Banpore was wounded..

* Knowing wha excellout servico he bad done ns an Engineer Officer before Sebastopol
I had brought bim up by forced marches to assist in the reduction of the forts in this
country ; during the action he was most useful to me, exbibiting to the last the courage
snd intelligence which Lad obtnined for him so honourable & veputation.” From Magjor
General Sir Hugh Rose, K.C.B., Commanding Central India Field Force, to Colonsl
Green, Adjutent-Qeneral of the Army, 9. 13,

“ The loss of this officer was much lamented by the Genmeral. He hsd been all through
the Crimean war—had passed duys and nights in the trenches before Sebastopol, and had
escaped with much honour, and in so short & time to have met death in such a manner after
such a career was indeed lamentable. He was buried the after day in a little mound near
the camp, all the officers of the force having followed him to his grave.” Ceniral Iwdia,
by 7. Lower, p, 184.
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Two British officers were killed and six wounded, and the casualties
among the men were seven.

About ? a.. the force returned to camp. The capture of the fort
of Rathghur and the defeat of the rebels at Barodia had completely
opened Hugh Rose’s communications with the west and Saugor. He
now issued his orders for the last march on the city, which for eight
months had been surrounded by thousands of insurgents. As the British
troops passed by the villages, peasants, who had been robbed and maltreated
by the insurgents, ran to the wayside to greet them.* At daylight
on the 8rd February the fort of Saugor, which is situated on a hill in the
heart of the town, was seen. When they drew near the city, some of the
Europeans came out to meet them, and on each side of the road there
were swarms of natives in their bright and many-coloured dresses, who
gazed with wonder at the unexpected apparition of a British regiment.t
The 14th Dragoons and the large siege guns dragged by elephants were
a source of much curiosity and awe to them. As the troops marched
beneath the walls of the fort, they saw the ramparts crowded with men,
women, and children, For many a week, during eight weary and anxious
months, they had heard of relief being near, till “we grew sick with
expecting and watching for its realisation.”” Then there came the faint
sound of distant guns. After three days it grew more sharp and quick
and they knew that Rathghur was being bombarded. “The rebels
inside the fort, among whom were some of the most daring and trouble-
some leaders, could not bave had a wink of sleep from this constant

booming which was distinctly heard at Saugor. But to us it brought,

sweet slumbers and a happy sense of approaching security, At last, to
our joy it was reported that the fort had been taken and that Sir Hugh
Rose was close at hand.” The troops, after marching through the city
in a long line and skirting its beantiful lake, encamped on the right of
the road beneath a barren belt of hills.

Sir Hugh Rose had opened communications with the west and
north and the time had now come for him to clear the way, towards the
‘east. On the eastern flank, about twenty miles from Saugor, was the

*«The villagers about Sanoda appeared to be in the deepest distress, They bad been
plundered of everything by mutinous sepoys and Bundeelahs for months past, and were
reduced to such an extrome condition of poverty as to wander through our camp seeking the
undigested grains from among the dung of our cattle and then and there to eat them |’
Central India, by Thomas Lows, p, 189,

"+4A British regiment had never been seen at Saugar” Central Indis, 3y T
Fowe,

Sangor.

Siege and
capture of
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strong fortress of Garrakota standing on an elevated angle of ground
The wide deep river Sonar washes the east face. A tributary stream with
precipitous banks flows around the west and northern faces; to the
south is a strong gateway flanked by bastions and a ditch about
twenty feet decp and thirty wide®*. It was so well built by French
engineers that when it was besieged by Brigadier Watson in the Pindari
war (1818) with a forceof 11,000 men and twenty-eight siege guns, he
was unable to make a breach in the massive walls, and the garrison were
allowed to evacuate the fort with all the honours of war. The fort was
now held by the mutineers of the 50th and 52nd and by a large body of
insurgents, and it had to be taken before Hugh Rose could advance on
Jhansi.

On the 9th a small forco went out to destroy the fort at Sanoda, about
ten miles from Saugor, and to cut a road for the siege train to cross the
river Beas. The Madras Sappers having done this work of distruction,
the force set forth for Garrakota. After a trying march over hills and
through a dense jungle, skirmishing and halting and stealing upon the
enemy, they sighted the fort, and, late in the afternoon, they reached the
encamping-ground. When the shadows grew longer, they got their
tents pitched and “ made the very best of a very rough dinner.”” Tt
was somewhat interrupted by the enemy sending round-shots and rockets
into the camp. Meanwhile, the General had been making, what he
always did make, a thorough reconnaissance, and he did not return to
camp till nearly 8 o’ clock. “ How he endured so much was surprising
to every one, nor was it the most agreeable thing for his staff ’. The

" Greneral had found that the enemy had crected some earthworks on the
road to the south, by which they expected the British force to arrive, and
that they were occupying in some force the village of Baseri near the
fort. Despite the darkness, Hugh Rose determined to drive them at
once from their position. The horse artillery, taking up position on an
elevated spot in front of the British camp, poured upon them a destruc-
tive fire. The enemy sounded their bugles and advanced in force at
a double upon the guns, but were driven back in disorder by the 8rd
Europeans. They again formed up and advanced with unabated vigour,
but as they got near the guns they were again beaten back and they
retreated in disorder into the fort. During the night a breaching

*“This ditch ran round the west £ace also. On the opposite side of the river is the well-

lmi}t town of Qurrakotts about one mile from the fort.” Central Indias, by T. Lowe,
p. 194, .
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battery was erected, opposite the west face. The next morning the 24-
pound howitzer opened fire and, working all day, silenced the enemy’s
guns. “One large gun annoyed us a good deal. It was worked well,
and we could see the enemy in their red coats loading and firing it.
Lieutenant Strutt of the Bombay Artillery fought this gun admirably
and at length knocked it from the embrasure, After this no further
annoyance from them was experienced.”* The 18-pounders played upon
the fort all the evening and through the night. At dawn, the enemy
could be seen escaping from it in great numbers. The order was
given to cease fire, and the 3rd Europeans, on entering the citadel, found
it deserted. Captain Hare with the Hyderabad Cavalry, two troops
of the 14th Light Dragoons under Captains Need and Brown, and
two guns of Horse Artillery under Lieutenant Crowe set forth in pur-
suit. After a rapid ride of twenty-five miles Hare found them the other
side of the river Beas. Leading his guns and cavalry across the stream,
he opened fire and swiftly charged them. “ A great number were slain
and made prisoners, as was also a good deal of their plunder captured.
Thus the 51st and 52nd mutinous sepoys were punished, and the beauti-
ful little fort of Garrakota fell into our hands,”

After a short front had been destroyed by mines so as to leave a
practicable breach in the enceinfe of Garrakota, and a company of the
loyal and gallant 3lst Bengal Native Infantryt under Lieutenant
Dickens placed in charge of it, the column rejoined the force in Saugor
on the 17th Febuary. The General was anxious to move on J hansi
without delay. It was clearly his interest to strike another blow at the -
rebels before they recovered their morale and placed themselves in a
strong position easy to defend. To his bold and aggressive spirit a
period of enforced inaction was the sorest of trials, But, owing to the
want of supply and transport, it was impossible to make at once a further
advance. On the 29th of February, he wrote to the Governor of Bombay :
“I am unfortunately detained by want of supplies and carriage, to the
great disadvantage of the public service: I have lost nine precious
days, doubly precious not only on account of the time at a season when
every hot day endangers the health and lives of the European soldiers,
but because every day has allowed the rebels to recover the morale they
had lost by my operations, which I had made as rapidly and efficiently

# « Near the gun from which we had been soannoyed, and whichwas silenced by Lieuten-
ant Strutt, were three bodies; one of these was the body of a havildar, the other two
were privates, The last shot from the howitzer bad killed these men.” Central India, By

T. Lowe, p. 193. .
¥ Military History of the Madras Engincers. By Major H. M. Vilart Royal, (late

Madrae) Engineers, Vol. I1, p. 531.
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as possible, knowing that any suceess with orientals produces twice as
good & result if one acts promptly and follows up one success with
another. Nothing requires system so much as transport. Laying in
supplies, as it is called, is perfectly easy in a fertile and peaceful country,
but this will not do in my case, where a country has been devastated or
is in the hands of the enemy. Then appears all the risk of a civil or
oceasional system of supply.”

During this period of repose, Sir Hugh bestirred himself with his
usual vigour to collect provisions and transport and to increase the
efficiency of his force in every branch. He had the siege train re-
supplied from the arsonal with a large amount of ammunition and
strengthened with other heavy guns and howitzers and large mortars.
“ Many more elephants were obtained, and the Ordnance and Engineer-
ing Parks were specially strengthened.” The 3rd European regiment

* changed their uniform for a dress more suited to a tropical climate, a

loose stone-coloured cotton blouse and trousers and a puggree of the same
colour, The officers and men enjoyed their brief rest and there was
great and constant conviviality in the various messes and camps. “We
were on the eve of a long and trying march north—months would pass
away ere another such respite could be dreamed of, and if we could place
any reliance on the reports in camp of the work in store for us, we
certainly had every reason to take pleasure by the hand and be merry
while we may,’ so there was music and feasting in all due order ; and
days of promotion and days of receipt of gratuity for service wounds,
and birthdays, and other memorable occasions, were celebrated with
rejoicings.” A fow days after came the long march in a scorching
season and wasted country and night bivouac in the jungle.

On the evening of the 26th of February, Sir Hugh Rose despatched
Major Orr’s column of the Hyderabad Contingent to march on a route
parallel to his own and to reconnoitre the passes through the range of
hills, which wero serious obstacles to the forward movement of his force
and to the union of the 1st and 2nd Brigade, without which the attack
could not be made on Jhansi, At 2 . M. on the morning of the 27th,
8ir Hugh Rose’s force was again put in motion, As the troops marched
away from Saugor, rockets were seen to shoot up into the dark sky from
the centre of the city, “Theenemy had evidently had their spies in
our camp who were now telegraphing the departure of our trodps to
their friends north of us.”’ After moving over a belt of hills through
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& narrow pass, the force halted, The next morning, while the stars were
still out, the column was again in motion, and it had not gone a mile
when rockets again were seen shooting up into the sky at regular
intervals in front of them. As they moved oo and on, beacon fires
warning the enemy of their approach shone out of the dark masses of
jungle on the different hills. But when the dawn had at last brought
the full light of the day the fires were no longer seen. Then, when the
sun’s rays began to be felt, they halted near the village of Rijwas and
pitched camp on a flat surrounded on three sides by high hills.  Here
Sir Hugh Rose was joined by Major Orr, who had reconnoitred the
passes and gathered important information regarding them. The pass
of Narut was the most difficult, and the enemy, thinking that the British
force must pass through it, had increased its natural difficulties by
barricading the road with abatis and parapets made of large boulders of
rock 15 feet thick ; all passages by the sides of the road being made
impracticable by the almost precipitous hills covered with jungle which
came down to the edge of the road. The Rajah of Banpore  who is both
enterprising and courageous, * defended this pass with 8 or 10,000 men.
The next most difficult pass was Dhamooney, which lay on Sir Hugh
Rose’s right. About the third pass, Mudinpore, twenty miles from the
Narut, very little was known except that in the ordnance map it was
described “as good for guns.”  Acting on the information gathered by
Major Orr, the Geuneral determined to foree his way through the pass of
Mudinpore and so gain the table-land above the hills, But before he
could advance, it was necessary to capture, in order to preserve his com-
munication with Saugor, the fort of Barodia which lay about two miles
north of the camp and immediately commanded the road to the pass.
On the afternoon of the 2nd of March a few guns, a couple of martars,
infantry and cavalry were sent out to drive the enomy out of the httle
citadel. * After some shelling and knocking open the gate, thu enemy
were seen escaping over the fort wall into a jungle hill” Licufenant
Prendergast, Madras Enginecrs, with a section of the Madras Sappers
and a company _of the Khoonds, a semi-barbarous, undisciplined body of
levies recently raised from the hill districts, took possession.*

*Theso Khoonds were most extraordinary fellows. When they marched they seemed to
keep on the jog-trot, laughing and joking and carrying their arms as one would imagine of
a wild Irish mob; they seemed possessed of no soroples of caste, and were always willing

to go anywhere and do anything where there was a chance of looting a rag or a lota (brass -

drinking vessel). They appeared to be the very best of material from which to mould a
nseful corpe, but at present, as might be expected,’ were in the roughest possible form,
Central India, by Thomas Lowe, pp. 810-211,
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In order to deceive the enemy as to his intention, and prevent the
Rajah of Banpore from coming from the pass of Narut to the assistance of
the Rajah of Shaghur who defended Mudinpore, the General determined
to make a serious feint against Narut, About two o’clock on the morn-
ing of the 3rd of March, he sent Major Scudamore, commanding Her
Majesty’s 14th Light Dragoons, with two Troops of that regiment, one
Troop 8rd Light Cavalry, 100 Irregular Cavalry, one 24-pounder how-
itzer, threc Bhopal 9-pounders, and the 24th Regiment Bombay Native
Infantry to the fort and town of Malthon just above the pass of Narut.
Three hours later, Sir Hugh Rose marched with the main body ¥ against
the pass of Mudinpore. Forabout five or six miles, the column moved
along the foot of a long range of hills, and then it entered the almost
pathless route which led {0 that pass. As it approached the gorge, the
enemy’s skirmishers fired on the advanced guard from the hills on the
right, but they wete soon driven back. The column moved steadily
forward with_the batteries, and at about cight hundred yards from the
edge of the plateau, where the road suddenly descends into a glen, thickly
wecoded, they found the enemy posted on the rocky and precipitous hills
which lined the left of the defile. Major Orr opened fire on them with
round-shot and spherical case. At this moment an officer, filled with
the zeal of battle, galloped his guns to the right front with the view of

* It consisted of—
Advance Quard.
500 Hyderal.nd Cavalry.
200 Hyderabad Infantry,
4 Guns, Artillery.
1 Company, 3rd Bombay Europeans.

Centre.
1 Troop, Her Majesty’s 14th Light Dragoons.
Sappers and Miners.
4 Guns, Horse Artillery.
Right Wing, 3rd Bombay Europeans.
8 9-pounder Guns, Cuptain Lightfoot’s Battery.
2 B4-inch Mortars.
1 8-inch Mortar.
1 8-incb Howitzer.
Left Wing, 3rd Bombay Europeans.
Siege Train,
8rd Pombay Light Cavalry.
Baggage and Convoy.
Rear Guard.
125 Hyderabnd Infantry.
Howitzer and 1 Gun, Horse Artill«-rp-.
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pouring an eunfilading fire into the enemy. “But he had not taken into
consideration that this movement brought him to within fifty or sixty
yards of the edge of the glen in which lay concea'ed some hundred sepoys
who, before he could unlimber, opened a 1ery heavy fire on his guns
which he was unable to depress on them.” So unexpected was the
attack, so rapid and hot the fire,* that the artillerymen had to take
shelter behind their guns. Several were wounded. The General had
his spur shot off and his favourite charger struck. He ordered the guns
to be retired out of the range of the enemy’s muskelry. The sepoys
hailed this little reverse with shouts  But théir success only brought on
their more rapid defeat, Sir Hugh Ro-e, now knowing their exact posi-
tion, ordered a hundred of the Hyderabad Contingent Infantry to charge
into the glen and sweep the rebels down into the road. At the same
time he sent a company of the 8rd Luropeans again-t their front. The
rebels, driven with loss from the glen, crossed the road and ascended a
hill on its left. Not giving them time to breathe, the General directed
Captain Macdonald, Assistant Quartermaster-Geveral, to storm the
heights with two companies of the 8rd Europeans. “ Captain Macdonald
conducted them ably and gallantly up the almost precipitous height,
and extending tle Grenadier company from the right, and suppoiting
them with the other company, drove them from the first to the second
line of hills. As soon as Licutenant-Colonel Liddell had come up, with
the rest of the 3rd Europeaus, I moved him up the hill, in support of his
two companies, dirceting him to advance, and drive the cnemy succes-
sively from all the hills commanding the pass. He performed this
movement entirely to my satisfaction.’t The glens and bills which
protected the pass having been taken, the 4th Hyderabad Cavalry drove
in the enemy’s frout and cleated the pass. Their main body, repulsed
in flavk and fiont, retiied to the village of Mudinpoie, situafed at the
end of a long lake along which the road through the pass ran. Behind
the ctrong masonry dam, they had planted their few guns, which had
played on the 8rd Eutopeans as thoy advanced up the hill. 'The 8-inch
howitzer and the 9-poundeis were brought ‘o the head of the lake, and a
fow rounds Jrove the encmy fiom their strong positi- n behind the dam.
The troops advanced through the village and then stayed their march to

® « Ag rapid and hot n fire as ever I saw,”” wrote S Huxh Rose to Sir Colin Cumpb-11.

t From Major-General Sir Hugh Rose, K.C B., commanding Central India Field Foyce,
to Major-General Mangfield, Chief of the Staff, Cawnpore, dated Camp before JThamsi,
the 36tA Murch 1858,
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breathe awhile and quench their thirst, After ashort halt, the Hyderabad
Cavalry were sent in pursuit, and, coming up with the tail of the enemy,
cut up a great number and captured many, among others the Astrologer
of the Rajah of Shaghur., He coufessed that he had been mistaken in
his prediction of the fitting day for the destruction of the Feringhees.
When the sun was wending to the time of bringing home the cattle, the
troops, after a long march, weary and footsore, parched and exhausted,
halted near the deserted village of Pepeeria and encamped within sight of
the fort of Sorai, a little well-built kecp on a hill commanding an extensive
view of the surrounding plains. The lincs of the sappers were pitched in
the beautiful garden of the Shaghur Rajah. ¢ In the centre of this
extensive enclosure was the seraglio of the Rajauh overshadowed by mango
and guava trees, and embowered by groves of orange and citron frees,
laden with golden fruit, and sweet-smelling blossoms.”

'The results of the successes at Mudinpore were as numerous as they
were favourable, Sir Hugh Rose’s force had got into the rear of the
passes and the encmy’s line of defences of which they thought so much,
The pass of Narut, considered by them as impregnable, was turned.
Sir Hugh Rose wrote to Sir Colin Campbell, ¢ The great thing with
these Indians is not to stay at long distances firing ; but after they have
been cannonaded to close with them. They cannot stand. By forcing
the pass of Mudinpore I have taken the whole line of the enemy’s
defences in rear and an cxtraordinary panic has seized them, I hope I am
not over-sanguine, but 1 think that matters as far as we have gone look
well.  All in o