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INTRODUCTION

MY personal participation in general politics in the Ottoman
Empire begins with the coup d'etat of January 23, 1913.

On the evening of that day | left the headquarters of the Lines
of Communication Inspectorate* and went to the Sublime Porte,
to which a great crowd was flocking at the time.

At that moment Mahmud Shefket Pasha, who had been
appointed Grand Vizier a few hours before, returned from the
Imperial Palace and met me at the entrance to the Grand Vizier's
pal ace.

He had hardly seen me before he called out: " Djemal Bey, |
want you to take over the Military Governorship of Constantinople
at once and you must not lose a minute in taking all measures you
think necessary for the preservation of order and confidence in the
capital."

As | have said, my assumption of the highly important and
equally responsible office of Military Governor of Constantinople
meant my direct participation in general politics in my Fatherland.
I thusfi.nd myself compelled to start my memoirs at that point.

* At that time | was General Inspector of the Chataldja Lines of Communica-
tion.
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CHAPTER I.
MILITARY GOVERNOR OF CONSTANTINOPLE, 1913

| ENTER UPON MY OFFICE.

WHEN | was commissioned by Mahmud Shef ket Pasha to take over
the direction of the Military Government of Constantinople, the
corpse of Nazim Pasha was still lying in the room of the First
Aide-de-Camp of the Grand Vizier and the Ex-Grand Vizier, Kiamil
Pasha, as well as the Sheik-ul-Islam, Djemaleddin, the Minister
of the Interior, Reschid Bey, and the Finance Minister, Abdurrah-
man Bey, were lodged for safety in one of the rooms of the
Minister-President's quarters.

After a short conversation with Talaat Bey, who had been
entrusted provisionally with the administration of the Ministry of
the Interior, we decided that Nazim Pasha's corpse should be taken
to the hospital at Gulhane, Kiamil Pasha and Djemaleddin Effendi
should be sent home, and that wc should keep Reschid Bey and
Abdurrahman Bey a few days in the Military Government building,
in order to protect them against the rage the revolutionaries were
displaying against them.

At that moment Lieutenant-Colonel Nadji Bey, Kiamil Pasha's
son-in-law, and a friend of mine since school days, was in the Grand
Vizierate building. | received him with the words: " Y ou needn't
have any anxjety. Your father-in-law is safe. Y ou can take him
home, but if he does not want to be molested by some excited
fellow it would be advisable for him to leave Constantinople for a
time and go to Europe."

Nadji Pasha thanked me very warmly, and Kiamil Pasha and
Djemaleddin Effendi reached their homes without mishap. Reschid
and Abdurrahman were brought to the Military Government
building, and Nazim Pasha's body was removed to the hospital at

13



14 Memories of a Turkish Satesman

Gulhane. | mysdf went to the Military Government and spent
the night there engaged in taking such messures for the preserva
tion of order as the situation required. Lest | burden my story
with immaterial details | will not describe them more fully.

| made the doctors a Gulhane give me a report on Nazim
Pasha, and dso had a detailed report of the affair prepared.

THE BURIAL OF NAZIM PASHA.

On the next day the burial of Nazim Pasha was carried out in
accordance with my instructions.

| had attached importance to the obsequies being carried out
with every mark of distinction, and therefore insisted that the high
military dignitaries, ministers and civil officids, as well as the
military attaches of foreign Powers, should take part.

The westher was bad that day. | was aprey to profound melan-
choly. The Bulgarians stood before the Chatadja lines, the
Greek Fleet blockaded the Dardanelles, the warships of the Gre&t
Powers were anchored off the Bechiktach, prepared to occupy
Congtantinople a any moment.  But we ourselves, who unfor-
tunately hed® not been in a position to wrest the reins of govern-
ment from wesk and nerveless hands by lawful means, had seen
ourselves compelled to resort to a coup d'etat, in which the former
War Minister and Commander-in-Chief of our army had unhappily
lost their lives. And in spite of all our efforts and such great sacri-
fices the future of our country was still in the greatest jeopardy.
Such weas the gloomy vision that passad before the eyes of my
mind, as by the sde of Mgor Maucorps, the French Military
Attache, | accompanied the earthly remains of Nazim Pasha to the
grave. As we were crossing St. Sophia Square | turned involun-
tarily to Maucorps and said: " Look here, my friend, the
Europeans done are responsible for this victim, for by your per-
petua injustices you have enticed the Turkish nation into the arena
and compelled it to fight to be able to live in freedom and escape
thraldom and misery. Who knows how many more obsequies you
will attend ? It will be no surprise if you have to follow my coffin
to-morrow."

He mad® as if he did not understand me, and asked me to
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make my meaning clearer. Passing over the French intrigues, out
of courtesy, | spoke of the machinations of the English and
Italians, and especidly those of Russia, and referred to the spirit
of revolt they aroused in the country. | explained to him how the
Balkan peoples had been compelled to form an aliance by these
intrigues and added that now, when the dlightest support from
England or France could still save us, they not only refused us
such support, but did not hesitate to spesk evil of us through the
heads of their Governments, so that the poor Turks, after so many
blows of adversity, had ended up by tearing each other to pieces.
The English Military Attache, Tyrrel, followed our conversation
with interest, though he took no part in it. Maucorps, however,
replied: " You'reright" ! He spoke in atonewhich left mein no
doubt asto his genuineness.  We ultimately lgpsed into silence and
accompanied Nazim Pasha to his last resting-place.

THE GENERAL AMNESTY.

On the evening of the coup d'etat the President of Police took
the precautionary measure of arresting the most prominent
members of the Opposition and bringing” them to headquarters.
A decison with regard to them had to be taken quickly, par-
ticularly as Reschid and Abdurrhaman were detained at the
Military Government building.

After discussing with a few friends, and particularly Talaat,
we decided not only to take no repressive measures against them,
but rather to strive to come to some understanding with them.
Mahmud Shefket Pasha entirely approved this decision.

Thereupon | sent for Abdurrhaman Bey, who wished to spesk
to me. | gave him an assurance that he and his friends were in
no danger, that their detention was only temporary, and merely
for the purpose of protecting them against attempts at assassna
tion, and that they could go home in a day or two. | added,
however, that in my opinion they would be wise to leave
Constantinople and live abroad for a time. | gave them per-
mission to have bedding and food fetched from their houses.
Two days later | had them taken back to their homes under sfe
escort. A day or so later they left Constantinople, as did Kiamil
Pasha and Djemaleddin Effendi.
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On the second day after my entry into office | went to the
garrison headquarters, and visited Ali Kemal Bey as well as Riza
Nur and Ismael Bey of Gumuldjina, the deputies for Sinope, who
were interned there. | gave them the same assurance that they
were in no danger if they abandoned all idea of untimely
opposition. | remarked that in these unhappy times the country
needed the help of all reasonable and well-disposed men, and that
if they believed in my good intentions | could give them an
honourablefield of labour.

Ali Kemal Bey wanted some post in Europe. Dr. Riza Nur
asked for the money necessary to prosecute his medical studies in
Paris. Ismael Pasha gave me his word of honour that if he were
allowed to remain in the country he would refrain from any
opposition to the Government until normal conditions were
restored.

| sent Dr. Riza Nur to Paris after | had obtained the necessary
approval of the grant of money he had requested. Kemal Bey |
sent to Vienna, compensating him in the same way for his removal.
1 had several letters from him there.

Four or five days after these negotiations with the leaders of
the Opposition, the political atmosphere cleared, and Mahmud
Shefket Pasha's Ministry could settle down to devote itself to its
great task.

As Military Governor of Constantinople | had also to hold
the post of General Officer Commanding the operations base of the
army at Chataldja, and in carrying out the double functions of
these offices | made it my principal business to preserve order in
the city and at any cost prevent the repetition of a coup detat
against Mahmud Shefket Pasha's Ministry.

I must not omit to refer here to two measures which | found
it necessary to take:

i. There were in Constantinople a number of smugglers who
were offering smuggled tobacco (in Government packets) in the
streets of the city, Sultan Hamam, Sirkedji, and on Mahmud'Pasha
Hill and Bayadzid Square.

| detected an open proclamation of the bankruptcy of state
authority in the cry, " Two piastres’' worth for one," to the accom-
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paniment of which these people had the audacity to offer their
wares in packets under the tops of which the strands of light yellow
tobacco could be seen, even if indistinctly. To bring the strength
of the Government home to the civil population | therefore
resorted to the powers conferred on the Military Government by
martial law, and announced to all those concerned that anyone
who indulgedinillicit trading, whether wholesale or retail, would
be arrested and banished from Constantinople.

In the next week | had four or five at most of these individuals
deported, and the court martial passed sentence on a few smugglers
who were caught in a kiosk not far from the Seraglio. The result
was that the common swindling which had become an everyday
occurrence was soon exceptional, and the people of Constantinople
and its suburbs could henceforth enjoy perfect security.

2. There were many people in Constantinople who indulged in
the vicious habit of making amorous remarks to Mohammedan
ladies as they passed them out walking, on the boats and bridges,
or in the streets and bazaars. Among them w'ere even old women,
who made indecent suggestions and even laid hands on elegant and
well-dressed women.

| had always had a violent hatred of this abuse, and | had never
been able to understand the neglect to take strong measures
against it before. Indeed, the evil was always more or less notice-
able in proportion as the Government was strong or weak. When
| became Military Governor many fathers of families who had
reason to complain applied to me with a request to take steps to
change this condition of things. As our criminal code provided
but little with which to combat it, | found myself once more
compelled to resort to the powers which martial law conferred
upon the Military Governor.

| issued a Warning that men who used insulting language and
women who accosted ladies should be transported to the interior.
After four or five examples had been made our women were able
to walk in the streets without further molestation. For the first
time a definite step had been taken to place the personal freedom
of Turkish women on a secure basis.

During my period of office as Military Governor | have proved
that | am one of the most zealous advocates of the emancipation
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of women, or, to put it more accurately, | believe firmly in the
important part which woman is called upon to play not only in
social life, but aso in public affairs. It istrue that for that reason
| was subsequently made the object of numerous Calumnies on the
part of certain persons. Nevertheless the Women's Movement
which began with my term of office not only did not die out as time
went on, but extended and developed continuously and rendered
the greatest service during the war. | am absolutely convinced
that the civilising agencies of a country can best and soonest be
promoted with the help of woman, and that those nations which
keep their womankind in a state of slavery are on the high road
to inevitable decay.

AN ATTEMPT TO OVERTHROW THE GOVERNMENT.

After my appointment as Military Governor of Constantinople
| invited the editors of the principal newspapers of the capital to
call upon me, and told them that their papers would be subjected
to avery mild censorship only if they would undertake to publish
no articles of a kind to imperil public order. | asked them to
write articles of a general and helpful nature, to enlighten public
opinion and rouse the new forces which the Fatherland needed for
its salvation. | desired to allow even the most violent organs of
the Opposition to continue publication, organs which dated from
the time of the previous Ministry. The latter certainly exceeded
on occasion the instructions given them, but | confined myself
to making representations to their editors or responsible directors.

The Government worked with the greatest energy to arouse
the martial spirit of the nation and create an army capable at any
rate of beating the Bulgarians facing the Chataldja lines during
the second war against the Allies. On the one hand they founded
the Committee of National Defence, and endeavoured to accumu-
late all possible material and military resources, and on the other
they tried to raise the moral of the army and did everything in
their power to create opinion favourable to Turkish interests
among the Great Powers.

At that moment the English, French and Russian diplomatists
who had been sent to Constantinople were doing their utmost to
induce us to make peace with the Balkan States on the terms that



Military Governor of Constantinople 19

we should accept the Enos-Midia line and abandon the islands of
the Archipelago.

When | called one day at the French Embassy the Ambassador,
Monsieur Bompard, with whom | had been on friendly terms since
the days when | was Governor in Adana, chose this topic as the
subject of conversation.

" My dear Djemal Bey," he said, " why are you so obstinate
about keeping Adrianople and the islands? You've effected a
coup d'etat. You're in power. We know that your party repre-
sents the strongest factor in the country and that, unlike the old
Ministry, you wouldn't hesitate to take and carry out decisions
such as even we ourself regard as in the best interests of Turkey.
You must make it your business now more than ever to secure
peace and order at home. Don't you think it wiser to devote the
moral and material resources you mean to squander on the reten-
tion of Adrianople to the reforms you intend to introduce?
Broadly speaking, all you possess in the city is a few historically
notable mosques, and as for the islands, they've always been
inhabited solely by Greeks."

By way of answer | took the Ambassador up to a map of the
Ottoman Empire which was hanging on a wall. | pointed out
that for the defence of Constantinople a hinterland was required
which must at any rate stretch to Adrianople, and that if Anatolia
was to be protected against the attack of Greek robber bands the
possession of the islands off our coasts was absolutely essential.

" My dear Monsieur Bompard,” | ended up, " we regard this
question of Adrianople and the islands as a life and death matter
for our future. We should be eternally grateful to any European
Government which supported us in this affair, and it would always
find us at its side. It would be a great coup, and France could
thereby win a position of moral supremacy in the East."

While the Government was thus endeavouring to save
Adrianople | was getting news every day which seemed to indicate
that the Opposition were planning a coup detat. The reports
were ultimately so numerous and became so urgent that | found
myself compelled to come to some decision in the matter.

One day fate delivered into our hands a certain Serdar Sidki
Effendi from Erzerum. This man was caught with another

individual in the act of having proclamations printed at a printing
32



20 Memories of a Turkisb Statesman

establishment in Pera. The ringleaders of this group were work-
ing under the moral protection of Prince Sabaheddin Bey and
taking direct orders from his Private Secretary, the Bosniac Satfet
Lutfi Bey. Their aim was a coup detat with the intention of
making Prince Sabaheddin Bey Grand Vizier.

We arrested them all. We did not get hold of Satfet Lutfi
for a time until we ultimately found him in the house of Herr
Lazare, interpreter to the Austro-Hungarian Consulate. | had
him arrested and imprisoned. As these measures were contrary
to the capitulations, | found myself compelled to get orders from
Mahmud Schefket Pasha and, as supreme responsible represen-
tative of the executive authority, call at the Austro-Hungarian
Embassy in full dress and present my apologies to Count
Pallavicini.

This attempt at a coup detat is described as an “ attempt to
overthrow the Government " in the record relating to this affair.
These documents, which were most carefully drawn up, are pre-
served in the Military Government, the Prefecture of Police and
the War Court. The prisoners were condemned to various
penalties. Prince Sabaheddin | left alone for the time being, as
Talaat Bey, who was then performing the functions of Secretary-
General of the Committee and endeavouring to arrive at some
understanding with the Prince, had asked me to postpone his
arr.est until we secured some obvious and irrefutable proof of
his guilt.

In spite of the arrest and punishment of Satfet Lutfi and his
accomplices Sabaheddin Bey continued his machinations. This
time he entrusted the conduct of the business to his close friend,
Dr. Nihad Reschad Bey. Nihad Reschad Bey now got into
touch with Talaat Bey with a view to finding a basis for compro-
mise between our party and Prince Sabaheddin's, and simul-
taneously started a plot, the object of which was the murder of
Talaat Bey, Mahomed Shefket Pasha, and other persons. But |
was daily kept informed of hisintrigues, and, so to speak, followed
him step by side. The Doctor's double game was so well con-
cealed by his elegant exterior that Talaat Pasha, who was in
negotiation with him, would not believe in the machinations of
this gentleman, though | exposed them in all their details to him.
He accused my intelligence service of wishing to deceive me until
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1 ultimately convinced him entirely by a shattering piece of
evidence.

One day there was to be another conference between Talaat
and the Doctor. This conference was, however, preceded by
another meeting which the Doctor had arranged with his accom-
plices. Highly satisfied with the course of the discussion with his
friends, the Doctor took leave of them, remarking with a
Machiavellian smile: " Now we'll talk to Talaat about an under-
standing." ' | had taken good care that someone in whom Talaat
Bey had perfect confidence should witness this scene. From that
moment on Talaat Bey doubted no longer. Doctor Nihad, who
had obviously got wind of the affair, succeeded in escaping when |
tried to have him arrested also. Several of his friends were put
under lock and key, and formed the second group which was
brought before a court martial.

Prince Sabaheddin disappeared from the scene. | learned
subsequently that under the protection of Mr. FitzMaurice, the
first interpreter at the English Embassy, and Major Tyrrel, the
Military Attache, he had fled to a house in English occupation, so
that our hands were, of course, tied.

| could not understand how the Prince, who had planned the
conspiracy with extreme boldness, could suddenly abandon his
scheme and take to flight. When Talaat Pasha was later on
returning from our journey from Constantinople to Berlin and
came to speak of this matter he remarked with a smile: " When
you gave me palpable proof of the intrigues of the doctor and
the Prince and | realised that you were determined to have them
arrested | had the Prince warned through one of his confidants to
disappear as quickly as possible. That is how he got away."

Curiously.enough, it was | who had set the Prince free at the
time of the events of April 13th (March 31st) after he had been
taken prisoner by the Army of Operations and brought to the
Ministry of War. | had hardly heard of his arrest before | went
to Mahmud Shefket Pasha and represented to him that these
measures against the Prince were not permissible. | told him that
inasmuch as we had come to Constantinople to remove the mischief
makers and fight the nefarious activities of the street politician, it
would not be right to behave in the same way towards the Prince
and certain individuals whose political opinions and convictions
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differed from our own. The Pasha at once ordered his release.
| thereupon went to the great drawing-room in which the Prince
was waiting with his mother, the Sultana, and told him with polite
apologies that he was free.  But while the enquiries into the
activities of Satfet Lutfi and his friends were in progress and
Doctor Nihad's accomplices were being searched for | was in-
formed that the Prince was one of the many authors of the events of
April 13th. This time he was enabled to escape through the pro-
tection of Talaat Pasha, although there could be no doubt about
his participation in the preparations for a coup detat.

One day at the time when | was taking proceedings against the
Prince and his fellow-conspirators (it was before his flight) his
brother, Prince Lutfullah Bey, came to the Military Government
to ask for my help in a personal matter. In the course of our
conversation | began to speak about Sabaheddin Bey, and said:
" | want you to do me a little favour, | mean take your brother
Sabaheddin Bey a message. In his appeals, both here and in
Europe, he asserts that the leaders of ' Unity and Progress ' are
assassins whose hands are red with blood. Although this allega-
tion is in direct contrast to the evidence, | will assume for the
moment that it is true. | myself maintain, on the other hand, that
all the members of the Opposition, Prince Sabaheddin included,
have blood on their hands as well as we ourselves.

" To begin with, it was they who organised the events of
April 13th; theirsis the guilt for all the blood tvhich was then shed
as well as for that which flowed when the Army of Operations
entered Constantinople. Further, the Prince took an active part
in the formation of the group of ' Band of Delivers ' Officers, and
was not unconnected with the rising in Albania. His- Highness
thus cannot evade partial responsibility for the blood that has
flowed. On the other hand, he is trying to brand us as murderers.
I must therefore ask the Prince to recognise these facts and be
good enough to admit that those whom he called murderers only
proceeded to take counter-measures in an absolute emergency.
He should also admit that the sharper measures were taken by his
party and should be prepared for a compromise which allowed both
parties to remain true to their different political convictions and
yet to work for the common welfare of the Fatherland, each in its

own way."
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Lutfullah Bey naturally defended his brother most vigorously,
and vowed that he was incapable of dipping his hands in blood and
had nothing to do with all these affairs. Thereupon | said to
him: "1 can't discuss these matters with you, as you know
nothing about them, but please tell me whether you will repeat my
words to your brother. That will satisfy me."

He promised, and added: " Perhaps | can do some good this
way."

Two or three days later Prince Lutfullah Bey called on me
again and told me that he had repeated my words to his brother,
and that the latter had replied that my accusations conflicted
wholly with the truth and that | either desired to slander him or
must unquestionably have been falsely informed. | recognised
but one political principle which he regarded as his ideal, and
fought for its realisation by the methods of peace. He shrank
with horror from all bloodshed, and he could not understand how
anyone could regard him as the advocate of a bloody revolution,
much less as its organiser. He was bound to assume, merely
from my remark as communicated to him, that there was a cloud
of hatred and enmity about him, and he therefore considered he
must withdraw for some time to some safer place.

“ | will make Sabaheddin a proposal,” | replied. " We will
choose the three best-known English lawyers. | will show this
committee of judges the proofs and evidence against the Prince
which | can produce and they shall decide whether the Prince was
or was not one of the organisers of the various insurrections and
revolutionary movements. If their decision is against him the
Prince would have to face the Ottoman Courts."

A few days later Prince Lutfullah Bey returned and assured me
that he had no chance of seeing his brother and putting my proposal
before him. As a matter of fact Prince Sabaheddin had dis-
appeared the night before.

ABUK AHMED PASHA.

At the time of my enquiries into the coup d'etat planned by our
enemies my attention was urgently called by my intelligence
service to the fact that Abuk Ahmed Pasha, who was then com-
manding the Chataldja Army, was not unconcerned in the affair,
and had instructed his nephew, Prince Sabaheddin, and their
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friends to promise his help. | have always considered Abuk Ahmed
Pasha a man of honour, and do not think any different of him now,
and | am convinced that the greatness and prosperity of his country
has always been his dearest wish, and that he has genuinely devoted
himself toit. For that reason | could put no faith in the numerous
reports which | received from my agents, and | remained of that
opinion even when he resigned after Enver Pasha was appointed
War Minister, and he was asked to reside in Damascus. Even
now | adhere firmly to that view although | see that Abuk Pasha
has become a Minister in the Cabinet, which includes individuals
like Marshal Shakir Pasha Hadra Sabri and others who, as the
most prominent and influential members of the Liberal-Union, were
the authors of the attack on Mahmud Shefket Pasha.

DAMAD SALIIl PASHA.

My agents displayed the greatest zeal. They continuously
brought me news of a conspiracy which aimed at the overthrow
of the Ministry, and in particular contemplated the assassination of
Mahmud Shefket Pasha and the deaths of Talaat Bey and myself.
This time the conspirators had the protection and direction of the
first interpreter at the English Embassy, FitzMaurice, and Major
Tyrrel, theMilitary Attache. | wasalsoinformedthat MuhibBey,
the director of the Political Section of the Police in the time of
Kiamil Pasha's Ministry, Captain Cherkess Kiazim, Ex-Captain
Shefket Ismael of Gumuldjina, and several other individuals were
concerned in the conspiracy; | had these people very closely
shadowed by my secret agents. | received a report which gave me
the most positive indications that Damad Salih Pasha and Reshid
Bey, the former Minister of the Interior, were at the head of the
conspiracy. As | knew that Damad Salih Pasha was a member
of the committee of Liberal-Union | could not believe that he
would participate in such a crime. In any case | was very much
concerned to protect an individual closely related to the Imperial
Family, and prevent him from taking any part in a plot.

| therefore sent one of my aides-de-camp to him and asked him
to give me an appointment, and the Military Government. He
was there at the hour agreed. After | had given him a very
respectful reception | saidtohim: " Would Y our Excellency allow
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me to tell you quite straight what is on my mind? Certain people
who wish to make use of the material and moral advantages of
your great name and person and your relationship with the
Imperial Family are secretly engaged in underhand intrigues and
misusing your name. A secret committee is said to have been
formed under your chairmanship and to be seeking adherence in
civil and military circles with the intention of removing the heads
of the present Government in the near future and starting a revo-
lutionary movement. | must assume that your Excellency knows
nothing of all this, but please be good enough to believe that the
individuals in question are actually doing as | have said, and
thereby saddling Y our Excellency with the heaviest responsibility.
Please believe that | regard it as my sacred duty to protect you
against their activities, especially having regard to your relation-
ship to the Imperial Family, to which | am in the highest degrete
devoted. | therefore beg you very respectfully to leave Constanti-
nople for a time and reside somewhere in Europe, so that if the
Government has to take strong measures against the leaders of the
conspiracy very shortly you will not be drawn into the affair. Be-
sides, such a step would also mean that these people were deprived
of the strongest support on which they could build."

To these words, which were perfectly honestly meant, he
replied in a manner and tone which were utterly incompatible with
the rules of good breeding and courtesy.

" Look here, Bey Effendi," he said, " I'll speak to you quite
frankly. Thanks to Her Highness the Sultana, |'m leading an
extraordinarily pleasant life here, a life which suits me so well
that | shouldn't like to miss a moment of it. | must therefore
decline your suggestion of going to Europe. Besides, if | took
your advice and went to Europe people might regard it as an
admission and start accusing me. So here | am, and here |
remain; don't you hesitate to do whatever you think right. My
only regret is that you had me fetched to frighten me with
threats."

While asking the Pasha not entirely to forget the rules of
courtesy, | said to him: "l can see Pasha that you have great
confidence in the strength of your organisation, which is known
to me, and are convinced that your hopes will be realised very
shortly. You think that you can wait here for their realisation
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without danger, but | can assure you that | have a magnificent
intelligence service at my disposal, and there is nothing doing with
conspiracies. It may be that a few attacks on individuals will
succeed, but the Government will never be overthrown. | must
therefore advise your Excellency to accept my proposal. Her
Imperial Highness the Sultana could also accompany you to Europe
if (e thought at necessary. It would not be difficult to get
His Highness the Grand Vizier to obtain the approval of His
Imperial Majesty the Sultan and to obtain the assurance of all
requirements. In case you were absolutely determined to reject
my well-meant advice, | should regard it as my duty to have you
strictly watched from this day on. But in that case please do
not complain and say that the * Military Governor has us shadowed
by his spiest ™ He sprang up angrily. " Don't hesitate for a
minute to do what you think good," hereplied. " | am not the sort
of man to be sent away eateily." Ther.eupon | rushed away.
From that day | had Salih Pasha continuously watched, so that
nothing he did was unknown to me.

Four or five days later the Director-General of the Regie, M.
Weyl, called upon me. He greeted me with the remark that he
had returned from Athens the previous evening and that his first
call had been on me. After a few polite nothings he said:
" Djemal Pasha, | am really very angry with you to-day. You
have insulted one of my friends who is as much to me as you
yourself and treated him in a way not in keeping with his posi-
tion. | mean Damad Salih Pasha You have accused him of
being the leader of a conspiracy and advised him to go to Europe.
Why have you done that ? | know Salih Pasha as well as | know
myself, and | am convinced that he would never take part in so
horrible a business."

After | had listened to him very quietly | replied: "My dear
M. Weyl, please don't get excited! | know | have said hard
things to Damad Salih Pasha, but | did so only after mature con-
sideration, and | am interesting myself in him not on his own
account, but solely out of regard for his relations with the Imperial
Family, whose honour | have to preserve. Unfortunately the
Pasha seems to have great confidence in the success of his friends,
as he would not listen to my honest advice. Henceforth | shall
find myself compelled to have Salih Pasha watched even more
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closely. To show you how effectively heis shadowed | 'l | tell you
just one thing: Just ask him whether an anonymous letter has not
just reached him, and whether in that letter he was not requested
to go to Pera. Of course, the Pasha did not go. But why?
Because he realised he was under close observation and did not
wish to betray to me his accomplices' haunts. |If the Pasha
will not leave Constantinople, | must grant myself licence
to take such measures as | think necessary to deal with him.
And you will have no ground of complaint against me on that
account.”

M. Weyl, who had heard me out attentively, took leave of me
and departed. Next day he came back. He told me that the
Pasha had certainly received an anonymous letter containing the
proposal | had mentioned, but as he knew neither the place nor
who had sent the letter, and was afraid that it was a trap, he had
not accepted the invitation. Yet he was as determined as ever to
remain in Constantinople. " | don't wish to be mixed up in any
way in this ticklish business," added M. Weyl. " It is only my
friendship for the Pasha which has moved me to put in a word
for him with another friend. Now that he refuses so obstinately
to take your advice, | shall intercede for him no longer. All | ask
isthat youwon't let him become the victim to calumny and intrigue.
Of course, I've boundless confidence in your probity and
conscientiousness."

The house to which Salih Pasha was invited belonged to Captain
Cherkess Kiazim, who had arrived in Constantinople about aweek
before the assassination, and been enabled to land by the protection
of FitzMaurice and Major Tyrrel. The Pasha, of course, knew
this, but- as he saw that he was being watched he did not go to the
rendezvous'that evening.

| was really anxious to save Salih Pasha, but he rejected my
advice with that obstinacy characteristic of those who are certain
of their success. His obduracy ultimately led to his death. |
regret this tragedy most fervently, particularly as | am entirely
devoted to the Ottoman Imperial Family, and must involuntarily
have contributed to cause a royal princess so terrible a sorrow.
But what could | do ? Hiscrime wastoo great to be forgiven, and
if he had been pardoned after his conviction order and peace in
the country would have been shaken for ever.
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ISMAIL HAKKI BEY OF GUMULDJINA.

At that time my agents were also watching one of the leaders
of the Opposition, Ismail Hakki Bey of Gumuldjina. | was firmly
convinced that this most audacious individual was a very doubtful
character, and positive that the country must expect great trouble
from him. But the scheme of my plan of action required that |
should make skilful use of him and have him arrested only when |
had incontrovertible evidence against him in my hands. |
assumed that my agents must have got him in a corner, for one
day he came to me at Military Headguarters in great excitement
(it was about a week before the assassination of Shefket Pasha),
and said:

"In view of the fact that | am under observation by your
agents, | must assume that the Government suspects me. Look
here, Djemal Bey! |'m talking to you as a man of honour, and
can assure you that | shall keep the promise | made to you when
| was in prison at headquarters. Not aword passes my lips which
has any wrong intention. Neither publicly nor privately am |
concerned in any movement against the Government. As your
men are now spreading untrue reports about me, and may be
deceiving you, | think it better to speak to you personally. | give
you my word of honour that | am not engaged in any sort of
enterprise against the Government and have nothing to do with
those who are working against the Government."

As | knew that this individual was one of the chief organisers
of the conspiracy which was being definitely hatched against
Mahmud Shefket Pasha, | was surprised and felt extremely dis-
gusted at his perjuring himself in this way. Even at the time
when he was released from prison by my intervention after the
coup d'etat of January he had sworn on his honour and conscience
that he would refrain from opposition until peace was concluded
and order restored. Hardly a month had passed before ,he was
working with all hismight to arrange an abominable crime. When
| heard him thus repeat this false oath | could not refrain from
showing my disgust:

“Enough of oaths, Ismail Bey!" | said. "You may be
certain that | condemn no one without incontrovertible proof.
Otherwise | should never have released you from prison as |
did. But | advise you really to have nothing to do with certain
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people who are hatching plots, as otherwise my Intelligence Ser-
vice may not feel exactly well-disposed towards you. For this
timeyou may withdraw."

He thanked me and went. But | had made a great mistake,
for if 1 had been more prudent and given an order for his arrest
at that moment it would not have been possible for him to make
good his escape after the murder of Mahmud Shefket Pasha. He
would aso undoubtedly have been convicted on the facts disclosed
at the enquiry into the assassination, and the country would have
been freed for ever from a man who had been bribed by Greek
money to betray his country.

As | write these lines | read in the papers that Ismail Bey of
Gumuldjina has become Minister of the Interior in Damad Ferid
Pasha's Ministry, and even been appointed president of an extra-
ordinary court, which is sitting in judgment on the leaders of
" Unity and Progress.” AIll | need say here is that we shall
probably see in a very short time what a fatal thing for his
country his appointment means.

In spite of the greatest efforts on my part, Ismail of Gumuldjina
succeeded in escaping after Mahmud Pasha's death.

KIAMIL PASHA.

Early one morning, a week or ten days before the murder of
Mahmud Shefket Pasha, the Prefect of Police, Azmi Bey, told me
that Kiamil Pasha was on board a ship of the Messageries Mari-
times. It had arrived at the quay during the night, but he had
not yet gone ashore. He asked me to issue the necessary order
for his arrest. | ordered him to send the Director of the Political
Department to the Pasha at once and request His Highness not to
set foot on land, but return to Egypt by the same ship. Half an
hour later Azmi Bey informed me that Kiamil Pasha had landed
during the night and gone to his house in Stambul. | knew that
the conspirators had decided on the Pasha's return to Constanti-
nople, but I did not think Kiamil Pasha would have the courage
to respond to their invitation. The arrival of the Pasha in Con-
stantinople was the surest sign that the insurrection was immediate.
The situation demanded very speedy and strong measures. | sum-
moned A zmi Bey to me and asked him to proceed as follows: —
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" | shall send an officer from Military Headquarters with some
military police to Kiamil Pasha's house. They will have a com-
missary and an adequate number of civil police under their orders.
The officer and the commissary with their party must go to Kiamil
Pasha's house. They must distribute their men and watch the
entrances so that not a soul, whether a native or a foreigner,
can communicate with the occupants. The officer and the com-
missary will ask the Pasha to see them and convey the following
decision of the Government: ' The presence of His Highness
Kiamil Pashais adanger to theinternal tranquillity of the country
at the moment. The Government requests the Pasha to be good
enough to return to Egypt by the ship in which he came. Even if
the ship lies at anchor here for three days His Highness is re-
guested to go on board within twelve hours at the latest. Other-
wise the Government would find itself compelled to take pre-
cautionary measures which His Highness might find very uncom-
fortable." The officer and the commissary will then bring us back
the Pasha's answer. Y ou yourself must remain in the house and
prevent anyone from entering."

These orders were immediately carried out. The Pasha replied
that he was very tired and could not stand the discomforts of a
second sea voyage within so short a time. He did not consider
it necessary to comply with the Government's illegal request. In
view of this reply | gave orders that his house should be guarded
so closely that no one could go out or in until the Pasha left
Constantinople.

While these orders were in force the First Dragoman of the
English Embassy, FitzMaurice, came to the Pasha's house to
welcome the Pasha in the name of the Embassy. The police,
however, refused to admit him. This gentleman immediately
decided to take counter-measures to prevent the deportation of
Kiamil Pasha from Constantinople, and at once went to Mahmud
Shefket Pasha in the name of the Ambassador. He said that he
did not understand how he could be prevented from calling on
Kiamil Pasha, an old friend of the Embassy, and it would have a
very bad effect on public opinion in England. In this and other
ways he revealed his animosity towards us. About mid-day
Mahmud Shefket Pasha rang me up and asked me to go to him
at once.
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He was sitting in the Grand Vizier's room with the Naval
Minister, Churuk Sulu Mahmud Pasha. Halil Bey was also to be
received by the Grand Vizier. We entered together. The Grand
Vizier said, looking extremely gloomy:

" Here's a pretty state of things! Apparently you're holding
Kiamil Pasha prisoner in his own house. Y ou mean to compel
him to leave Constantinople? "

" Certainly, Your Highness. | consider it necessary to take the
precautionary measure you mention."

" | order you to stop guarding his house at once and leave him
alone. The Pasha can please himself whether he lives here or
abroad."

"I n my opinion, Your Highness," | replied, "it would be
extremely dangerous to cancel the measures we have taken,
and . . ."

He bellowed at me: " You're a soldier, aren't you? | give
you orders! Carry out my orders at once, or | shall deal
with you very severely. Do you want to make the English my
enemies? If you'd heard what the First Dragoman told me you'd
e that you're wrong."

It was impossible for me to ask the Pasha what right the
representative of a foreign Power had to intervene in the action of
the Government against X. or Y., for the Pasha was in such a
state that he was not open to reason. | felt extremely bitter at
the severe and unjust condemnation of the measures | had taken
against Kiamil Pasha in view of his secret machinations. With
tearsin my eyes | replied; "1t shall be done, Y our Highness! "
and left the room.

Churtik Sulu Mahmud Pasha, who understood how hurt | was,
followed me out and took me into the Ambassador's drawing-
room. We stood by the window in silence for five minutes. At
last | said:

" Did you see how | was treated? Can anyone stand things
like that without loving his country ? "

" You're right," replied Mahmud Pasha, " but don't be
impatient."

After | had recovered my composure somewhat | thanked the
Pasha, took my leave, and returned to Headquarters. |
summoned Azmi Bey, and said:
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" On the order of His Highness the Grand Vizier the police
guarding Kiamil Pashas house are to be withdrawn and he is to
be allowed unhindered communication with anyone, but | consider
it necessary to take the following measure: One military police-
man and one civil detective must remain near the house and observe
everyone coming out or goingin."

Then | wrote two letters to Mahmud Shefket Pasha. In the
first I informed him that his orders as regards Kiamil Pasha had
been carried out. In the second | asked to be relieved of my post
as Military Governor of Constantinople in view of the fact that my
health had given way under the strain of my work. | was per
fectly conscious that this request was not in the interests of the
country, but | had no option but to decide as | did, as without free-
dom to take all necessary measures, it was impossible for me to
secure the safety of the capital.

The Pasha, who very soon regretted the violent way in which
he had spoken to me, called me up on the telephone and asked me
to see him even before he got my letters. As | did not wish to see
him again before he received my resignation | excused myself for
the moment on the ground of urgent business, and told him that |
could not be at his disposal until the evening at some hour con-
venient to him. He ordered me to go to the Grand Vizier's paace
a9 p.m.

That day my resignation was laid before the Council of
Ministers, and the Pasha asked the Ministers what he was to do.
The latter frankly advised him to insist that | should remain at the
head of the Military Government. The Pasha said that this was
his opinion also, but that there was bound to be a difficult situation
if | insisted on the deportation of Kiamil Pasha, and, in* any case,
he wished to speak to me first. That evening | met Ibrahim Bey,
who greeted me with the words: " |'m told you want to resign.
How on earth is that? We shall all resign." My other friends
also opposed my intention. But to me there were two alternatives
only: to be absolutely independent and assume all responsibility
for my orders, or to resign. For the delicate situation and my
responsibility for public safety demanded nothing less than entire
freedom of action.

At 9 p.m. | went to see the Pasha at the Grand Vizier's palace.
He gave me a very friendly reception.



Military Governor of Constantinople 33

" Why did you take my remarks this morning to heart so? "
hesaid. " Don't you know | loveyou like a son. When a father
is upset he can't treat his children quite as he would like. Please
regard the incident as a little altercation between father and son
and don't be angry with me any more."

" Pasha,” | replied, " please don't doubt that | take your
behaviour to-day only as it was meant. | always regard myself as
your son and, as | know your worth only too well, | can stand even
the hardest treatment from you. Thus it is not your violence
towards me which has compelled me to ask for permission to
resign, but simply the impossibility of working under such circum-
stances. Y our Highness is not aware of what is brewing and not
au courant of the secret revolutionary conspiracies. | did not
wish to trouble Y our Excellency with police matters, and would
prefer not to do so even now. But | can assure Y our Excellency
that Kiamil Pasha has been brought to Constantinople in order
to be made Grand Vizier over your corpse. The arrival of the
Pasha is the surest sign that arevolution isimminent. To compel
him to leave Constantinople isto clip the wings of the plot. Your
Highness knows well enough that those whose duty it is to take
measures against secret menaces and attempts at assassination do
not always have a free hand in the selection of their means.
When you appointed me to my post you promised me the freest
possible hand, and now, when faced with totally unjustifiable
interference by the English Embassy, you prevent me from taking
the most urgent steps. In these circumstances | am quite unable
to carry on my work."

After long consideration he replied: " All right, | give you
an entirely free hand, but don't take any stronger measures
against Kiamil than are absolutely necessary and allow him to
stay here three days."

On that | withdrew my request to resign. When | got back
to Headquarters | immediately asked Abdullah Bey, Kiamil
Pasha's son, and a member of the State Council, to call upon me
next day. He accepted the invitation, and | told him that in any
case the Pasha must leave Constantinople, that it was impossible
to withdraw the orders given, and that he need expect no support
from the English Embassy or any other foreign representatives.
| added that if he had not left the city by Friday at the latest |

c
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should have to have him arrested and probably sent to somewhere
in Anatolia.

After considerable discussion Abdullah Bey entirely approved
my decisions, and went away after promising that he would try
and induce his father to abandon his futile opposition. He
returned in the evening to tell me that the Pasha would leave by
sea next day. And, true enough, the following day, a Friday,
Kiamil Pasha left his house, accompanied by Sir Gerald L owther,
the English Ambassador, drove past the Sublime Porte, and went
on board ship at Galata. The same evening the vessel, gay with
lights, left Constantinople bearing Kiamil Pasha with her.

THE ASSASSINATION OF MAHMUD SHEFKET PASHA.

Many signs, not to mention the reports of my agents, seemed
to show that the conspirators had made their preparations and
that a general onslaught would be made in the next few days.

On the day of the murder, Wednesday, June 15, 1913, | went
to the War Office early in the morning to get the Pasha's orders
and to impress on his aides-de-camp the necessity of guarding
him with special care on his visits to the Sublime Porte. | talked
to the Pasha for about half an hour, and he was particularly
jovial that morning and felt quite safe as the result of the measures
which had been taken. As | did not want to make him unduly
anxious, | told him casually that attempts at assassination were
to be expected at that time, and for that reason it would perhaps
be necessary to make a few arrests the next day or the day
following. | added that, with all our precautions, it was impos-
sible to prevent individual attacks, and it was therefore advisable
for him to be very careful when he was in the streets. | had
therefore told his aides-de-camp to keep a particularly sharp
watch over him.

"1 know," he said, " it's in God's hands! "

| left him and went up to the next floor to speak to Major
Saadullah and Major Keival Bey in the 3rd Section of the Head-
quarters Staff. We discussed a regulation. It was perhaps a
quarter of an hour later that a sound was heard coming from the
War Office Square—five regular taps as if someone was knocking
a large drum with a hammer, As | was expecting an attempt at
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assassination any moment, | asked Kemal Bey whether they were
not revolver shots.

" | don't think so0," he said. " It's someone beating carpets
or knocking nails in somewhere."

But | was anything but satisfied with that answer, and expected
bad news at any moment. Five minutes later my faithful servant
Ramazan rushed into the room and screamed out: " The Pasha
hasjust been killed! " | was inthe vestibule at abound. " Which
Pasha? Whokilled him? Where?" | shouted. " In the Bayazid
Square, on his way to the Sublime Porte. | don't know who
killed him.”

As | was rushing up to the first floor Mahmud Shefket Pasha,
streaming with blood, was brought up to the steps to his room.
| can still hear his husky death-rattle. | stopped for a moment in
the corridor and looked into the Pasha's pallid facee Then |
reflected, where does duty call me? | made up my mind at once.
My first task was to pursue and catch the assassins and hasten to
Military Headquarters to preserve order in the capital. My aide-
de-camp Hilmi came up to me. " Come along," | said, and sped
away to the Ministry of War. | called at the Garrison Head-
quarters to get the first reports. Just as | was turning the corner
| was met by a lieutenant in the Military Police. " Have the
assassins been caught?" | cried. " | don't know, Effendi," he
answered, " 1'mjust looking for apatrol.” " What do you want a
patrol for?" | shouted, " turn back at once and arrest the mur-
derers before they have time to get away or find a hiding place."
The officer, amazed at the violence of my order, was on his feet
in amoment, and ran to the scene of the crime.

When | reached the place a few minutes later in my car he told
me that he had just arrested a certain Topal Tewfik who was un-
guestionably one of the assassins, but the others, according to
report, had made good their escape in a motor car. Of course |
had to remain satisfied with thisfirst report. | then went to Head-
guarters and had military measures taken in Pera, Skutari, and
Stambul.

Hardly half an hour had passed since the crime when military
patrols, mounted and on foot, appeared in the streets of the capital,
and an hour later a proclamation was issued in which the public
was informed of the crime and the intensification of the state of
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siege was announced. The patrols would take the strongest
measures against anyone who caused the slightest disturbance.

As | thought it possible that the conspirators might go to the
Imperial Palace and trouble His Majesty | rang up the First Sec-
retary of the Palace; gave him certain instructions and asked him
to inform His Majesty at once that all necessary measures had
been taken.

At the same time | got into telephone communication with the
Deputy Commander-in-Chief, Izzet Pasha, in Hadem K oj, and gave
him a general summary of the situation. | told him of the steps
for the preservation of order which had already been taken and
asked him temporarily to place at my disposal two cavalry regi-
ments which were quartered in the Daud Pasha Barracks, and
also to send two infantry regiments from Hadem Koj to Kuchuk
Chekmedje to help in preserving public order. Simultaneously |
rang up Said Halim Pasha and the other Ministers to tell them
what hed hgppened, and asked them to come to the Ministry of

War as soon as possible to take the necessary decisions.

SOME PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES.

Anticipating some such occurrence, | had previously made the
officials at the Police Prefecture draw up a list of all persons of
every class who might be expected to attempt to exploit the situa-
tion and start riots in the different quarters of the city. | had
given instructions to the Prefect of Police, Azmi Bey, to arrest
offhand every one on this list at the first serious attempt at a
rising. Azmi Bey reported to me that this order, given long
before, had just been carried out, and asked where the persons
arrested were to be taken to. Said Halim Pasha, the.interim
Grand Vizier, Hadji Adil Bey, the Minister for the Interior, and
| decided that in order to keep the capital quiet it was necessary
to send the prisoners to Sinope and supply them with sufficient
money.

| asked the Shipping Administration to fit out a ship to take
them, and asked Azmi Bey to have all the arrests carried out in
the course of the night so that they could be put on board and sent
away by the next evening. | also had Damad Salih Pasha and
others whom | knew to be involved in the plot arrested and

examined by the police.



Military Governor of Constantinople 37

THE BURIAL OF MAHMUD SHEFKET PASHA.
| wanted Mahmud Shefket Pasha's obsequies to be as sump-
tuous an affair as possible in order to show that peace and order
were being maintained in the capital, notwithstanding the
assassination of the Grand Vizier. | asked the appropriate
authorities to send out the notices of his death and invitations to
the funeral to all leading people, high officials of state and staff
officers who were in the capital. A large escort of troops was to
follow the funeral cortege. The ambassadors of foreign Powers
and the captains and officers of the foreign warships in the harbour
were also invited to be present at the ceremony. Invitations were
issued to the military and naval attaches, and so forth. More than
five thousand people took part in the procession. The weather was
splendid, and the streets were thronged. Under the impression
of this great ceremony, many women were seen weeping bitterly,
and the generd effect was thus all the greater.  The large scde on
which the obsequies were planned had the desired effect. Person-
ally | should have preferred to pass through the streets of Stambul
at the head of a mounted patrol, but as | wanted to get a general
view of the cortege | entered my car on the Pera side, and going
by a roundabout way through Pankaldi, | joined the procession at
the School of Notre Dame de Sion. The general impression was
more or less exactly what | had hoped, but the moment | beheld
the coffin of the dead statesman, on whom | had placed so many
hopes, | was plunged into the deepest distress.

After the funeral the French Commandant of Gendarmerie,
Saron, came up to congratulate me on the perfect order which
reigned in the city. He told me of a conversation between the
Commander of the Italian Fleet and General Baumann (who had
been sent to reorganise the gendarmerie), which he had overheard
when standing on the Hill of Freedom waiting for the funeral
procession to pass. The Admiral had said to Baumann: " This
Djemal Bey is extraordinarily bold. It needs great courage and
equally great confidence in the efficiency of one's precautions to
arrange a funeral procession on this scale in a limited area on the
very day after the crime, and with the criminals still at large, and
then to assemble the ambassadors of foreign Powers, and even the
commanders of their men-of-war. If some revolutionary were
to throw a bomb and injured one or more of us the Turkish capital
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would be immediately occupied by contingents from our warships.
As a matter of fact that contingency has been under discussion,
and the necessary measures have been taken. But here we are
and nothing has happened! If the criminals and their accomplices
are caught within a day or two Djemal Bey will have rendered his
country a great service and he won't fail to utilise that result to
demand the withdrawal of the fleets from the capital and the Bos-
phorus. In my opinion we are totally superfluous here."

The murder had taken place on a Wednesday. The funeral
was on Thursday, and on the Friday | was able—at the price of my
aide-de-camp Hilmi's life—to hunt out and arrest the ringleaders
of the conspiracy, Kiazim, the Circassian, and some of his con-
federates, and bring them before the Committee of Enquiry of the
Court Martial.

The examination and enquiry revealed that the party as awhole
and individual members of it were working for the same end, to
deprive the country of its government, get the leaders of " Unity
and Progress " out of the way by assassination, and by putting
pressure on His Majesty the Sultan to get Marshal Shakir Pasha
temporarily appointed Grand Vizier. Under his presidency a
Provisional Cabinet was to be formed, and in three days and nights
all adherents of the Committee of ™ Unity and Progress " were to
be massacred. At a later stage a new Cabinet was to be formed,
with Kiamil Pasha or Prince Sabaheddin at its head.

I need not fear that anyone will dispute the accuracy of these
facts. My assertions will be confirmed if the report of the
examination and the results of the enquiry are published. If men
read the confession of Salih Bey, interpreter to the Tramway Com-
pany, who took part in the doings of very highly-placed individuals
who were involved in the plot, further proofs will be unnecessary.

Salih Bey isstill alive. | consider him aman of honour. Even
after the punishment of Mahmud Shefket Pasha's assassins and
their confederates | was inspired by a desire to secure the cause
of peace and order in the country once and for all, and therefore
sent Salih Bey to Europe to make overtures to several individuals
who had been sentenced to death in contumaciam My proposals
were very simple. |f these persons would write to me personally
in their own hand and tell me in what way they had participated in
the various revolutionary movements and assassinations since the
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proclamation of the constitution, | would at once procure a general
amnesty in their favour. Of course my purpose was to enlighten
public opinion both at home and abroad and to prove that there
was nothing in the slanders on " Unity and Progress." When
Salih Bey, who knew how far each of them wasinvolved, laid these
proposals before the individuals concerned, they openly expressed
their astonishment, and, of course, rejected them, obviously
accusing Salih Bey of having received money from the Govern-
ment. | repeat once more that | have not given Salih Bey a penny.
His confession shows that Marshal Shakir Pasha had accepted the
interim Grand Viziership with full knowledge of the end in view,
and that among those who were to influence His Majesty the
Sultan in favour of his selection there were individuals who held
very high positions in the State. Legal actions against these
highly-placed persons would only have complicated the situation
still more and to no purpose.

SAID HALIM PASHA'S CABINET.

After the death of Mahmud Shefket Pasha it was decided to
propose Prince Said Halim Pasha as the party's candidate for the
office of Grand Vizier. For reasons which | cannot judge His
Majesty had appointed Said Halim Pasha as Grand Vizier for the
interim, and ordered that the other Ministers should also carry on
their work for the time being. After a few days Said Halim
Pasha's Cabinet was reformed, the only change being that Talaat
Bey took over the Ministry of the Interior.

A DIGRESSION.

| must ask to be allowed a short digression at this point so that
| can lay afoundation for certain political remarks to which | shall
return later on in my memoirs.

There was great agitation over the fact that Damad Salih
Pasha was condemned to death. The trial was over, but the
judgment had not yet received Imperial consent. One day | was
asked by the French Councillor of Embassy, Monsieur Boppe, who
was deputising for the Ambassador, then on leave, to call at the
Embassy on an important matter.

" My dear Djemal Bey," he said, " I've just had a telegram
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from Monsieur Pichon, the Foreign Minister. Y ou know what a
good friend to Turkey Pichon is. | am convinced of your
friendly feelings for France, and | wanted to have your opinion on
the attitude | am to adopt."

The telegram which he handed to me read as follows:
" According to news just received, Salih Pasha, the son of
Haireddin Pasha of Tunis, has been arrested and condemned to
death. This news has caused great excitement in Tunis where
Salih Pasha is held in high esteem. The French Government is
certain that the conviction of one of its proteges may lead to great
unrest in Tunis, and feels compelled to intervene on behalf of
Salih Pasha.  Speak to the Grapd Vizier at once and insist that
Salih Pasha shall be released and allowed to return without
hindrance to Tunis."

After | had read the telegram | said nothing for atime. | now
understood why Salih Pasha had not abandoned the organisation
of the plot in spite of my pleading. The nearer | arrived to the
truth, the more | pitied our unhappy country. At length | said to
Monsieur Boppe: " You know my great sympathy for France,
and notwithstanding the adverse comment of the French Govern-
ment in recent times, | have, as you know, not abandoned my
efforts to revive our French friendship. If you want to alienate
public opinion in Constantinople and throughout the East you will
certainly proceed with your intervention. | must tell you before-
hand, however, that that step will have no success. Salih Pasha
has been condemned on the strength of much incontrovertible
evidence. The execution of the sentence on him and his con-
federates awaits His Majesty's confirmation. We've had enough
of seeing the Government perpetually weakened by such crimes.
This time we have made up our minds to exact the extreme penalty,
however high their rank may be. We hope that by so doing we
shall check similar attempts in the future. The influence you pro-
pose to bring to bear on the Grand Vizier will not save Salih Pasha,
but public opinion will accuse the French Embassy of favouring
coups d'etat in Constantinople, and that may lead to permanent
estrangement. In my opinion, your better course is to ask
Monsieur Pichon to give up his idea.”

Monsieur Boppe agreed with me, and, in fact, did not call on
the Grand Vizier at all.
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Two days after the judgment had received the Imperial approval
it was decided that the sentence should be carried out next day.
At eleven o'clock at night | was rung up by the French Embassy,
and Monsieur Boppe asked me personally to go to him at once.
I was hardly in his presence when he handed me in great excite-
ment a second telegram from Monsieur Pichon. The latter had
been very angry at the reply of the Charge d'Affaires, who had
advised against intervention, and instructed him most definitely to
speak to the Grand Vizier without a moment's delay and save Salih
Pasha at any cost. As | didn't want to increase Monsieur Boppe's
agitation, | said: " It's too late, my friend. The sentence has
been confirmed by His Majesty and will be carried out at daybreak.
It's too late for you to speak to the Grand Vizier to-night. The
sentence will have been executed before it is possible to issue a
counter-order. But | cannot understand why Monsieur Pichon is
so obstinate and what are his motives in blaming you instead of
thanking you for*your wise advice." Monsieur Boppe took the
whole responsibility on his own shoulders, again refused what he
knew would be afutile intervention, and next morning learned that
the sentence had been carried out. A few days before Salih
Pasha's execution | had had his brothers, Tahir and Mahmet
Haireddin Bey, put under arrest. | had not the slightest doubt that
Tahir Haireddin Bey was still a bolder and more dangerous person
than Salih Pasha. The French Embassy wanted to intervene in
favour of these two. We understood that this intervention was of
a semi-official character, and stipulated as the basis of our consent
that these two men should for the future take no part whatever in
the affairs of the Turkish Government, and that they would re-
nounce their Turkish nationality entirely, adopt French nationality,
"and go to France. The necessary formalities were completed on
that*asls.

These were the last services which the sons of Haireddin ren-
dered to the Turkish nation. | hoped that we should never hear
of them again*

As these gentlemen hail from Tunis, they would be better
employed in trying to free their Fatherland from the French yoke.

* | heard subsequently that Tahir Haireddin had returned to Constantinople
and been appointed Minister of Agriculture with the title " Mirmiran" (What
amarvel 1).
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We should then see whether Monsieur Pichon would intervene
to save their heads from the guillotine.

Before | close this digression | should like to add one more
word. The malicious rumour that | and Talaat Bey went to the
Imperial Palace to put pressure on His Majesty, who did not wish
to confirm the sentence, is utterly false. The Grand Vizier's report
and appendices were sent to the Sublime Porte the same day,
together with the Imperial confirmation.
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CHAPTER IL

THE OUTBREAK AND END OF THE SECOND BALKAN
WAR

THE RECOVERY OF ADRIANOPLE.

IT was at the beginning of his term of office as Grand Vizier and
after the failure of the Sharkoj offensive, the fall of the fortress
of Adrianople, aswell as Janina and Scutari in Albania, that Mah-
mud Shef ket Pasha had to sign the preliminary peace and accept the
Enos-Midia line. A short time after the Pasha's death the second
Balkan war broke out, and the Serbs, Greeks and Rumanians
marched against the Bulgarians.

The situation demanded that we should utilise this state of
affairs and attack the Bulgarians ourselves in order to recover
Adrianople. All the members of the party thought that the
Government had come to a decision in that sense, and hoped with
good reason that the army would be sat in motion. The English
Foreign Secretary, Sir Edward Grey, aware of the state of public
feeling on this matter in Constantinople, worked with all his might
and the intervention of the English Embassy to persuade the
Sublime Porte to abandon this plan. He even used threatening
language in his speeches in the House of Commons. In the
Ministry opinions were divided.

| shall never forget the following occurrence. One Friday
evening | went to Said Halim Pasha's Palace in Jenikoj. All the
Ministers were present, as a Ministerial Council was in progress.
Before my arrival they had been discussing various questions, and
at the moment were enjoying an interlude on the marble balcony
oveilooking the sea.  Osman Nizami Pasha remarked to his neigh-
bour, Mahmud Pasha, the Naval Minister: " If | now succeed

in persuading everyone here to abandon the idea of recovering
45
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Adrianople, | believe | shall have rendered the country the greatest
service."

The madness of his intentions, which were utterly opposed to
the interests of the country, made me gasp.

In one of the rooms | found Said Halim Pasha and Talaat Bey
feeling very depressed. Said Halim Pasha turned to me and said:
" We've quite failed to bring the majority round in favour of inter-
vention, and we simply don't know what to do."

Talaat Bey informed me that he would be able to settle the
money question next day in a conference with M. Weyl, the
Director-General of the Regie. He actually discussed the matter
with M. Weyl next day, and | was present. M. Weyl promised
the Government a loan of a million and a half on condition that
the Regie's concession was extended for fifteen years. Acting
on the decision of the Council of Ministers, the Finance Minister,
Rifat Bey, and Talaat Bey, the Minister of the Interior accepted
these conditions. Such is the explanation of the Regie business,
which for the last two or three years has been denounced in the
Chamber of Deputies as a crime of Djavid Bey's.

| am convinced that a Government which has accepted these
conditions at such a moment cannot undo what has been done.

The same day Talaat Bey motored to Headquarters at Hadem
Koj to take the opinion of lzzet Pasha, the Deputy Commander-
in-Chief, at the War Ministry.

Izzet Pasha considered that two questions were particularly
important, but was prepared to give the army the order to advance
if he could be given satisfactory assurances on these two points:

i. Would not the political complications which might
arise out of the advance of the army bring the country into
very great danger?

2. Have we the necessary money to secure the supplies
for the army ?

Talaat Bey was commissioned to explain the standpoint of
the minority among the Ministers as regards the first point, and
to add that, as a result of the extension of the concession to the
Regie, the financial problem was solved. He returned the next
day and brought us lzzet Pasha's approval. Yet, in spite of all,
the majority of the Ministerswas convinced that the advance would
have disastrous results for us.
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Next morning | and Midhat Shukri Bey called on the Ministers
who were still wavering. We explained to them that we should
lose our moral right to guide the State and must send in our
resignations if we allowed this opportunity *of recovering
Adrianople to pass unutilised, for this has been the object which
had necessitated our coup detat and for which our Deputy
Commander-in-Chief and War Minister had had to give his life.

Some of them were convinced, but others announced their
intention of resigning. We told them that it was their duty to
show their devotion to the cause by not retiring. At long last
a majority was secured before the Council of Ministers assembled.
In this part of my memoirs | have no authority to give names.

| was concerned in this affair solely in my capacity as leading
member of our party, and because | was in the friendliest and
closest relations with the Ministers of that party. It was not, as
one journal asserted subsequently, because | wanted to bring
pressure or force to bear. As | have never allowed others to
intervene in matters, whether great or small, pertaining to my
Department, | have never myself interfered in matters which- do
not concern me, and always confined myself to expressing my
wishes or giving friendly advice to my colleagues. Thus, | have
never failed to avoid hurting their feelings or any suspicion of
encroaching on their spheres. | am able to refute all statements
to the contrary at any time, and will give the following example.

The smiling faces with which the Ministers returned from the
sitting of the Supreme Porte they had so much dreaded filled us
with happy confidence. When the order to advance and re-occupy
Adrianople was given to the army the Foreign Minister informed
the Powers in a Note communicated through our Embassies that
the object of the army was to free Adrianople; that when that
object had been attained the advance would cease, and under no
circumstances would the right bank of the Maritza be crossed.
In my opinion this Note was a political mistake. In the first
place we could not rest satisfied with the recovery of Adrianople.
It was essential that the Maritza should remain a Turkish river,
and absolutely vital that Dedeagatch should be returned to us, as
it forms the natural boundary on the Egean side. Secondly, it
was necessary that Dimotska, Saffanti and all the adjoining terri-
tory should be left in our possession if the safety of Adrianople
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was to be secured. And when it is remembered that 85 per cent,
of the population of Gumuldjina, Isketsche and their neighbour-
hood is Mussulman, it was a sacred duty to make an attempt to
get back those places. Of course, it was difficult to be certain
of the success of this enterprise, but the issue of this Note, which
bound the Government by a formal promise from the outset, was
certainly anything but evidence of political foresight.

Subsequently | shall show how, at the time of the Constanti-
nople Conference, the Ottoman delegates, in their efforts to bring
over their opponents, attempted to rest their case on the existing
situation, as they could not find any logical ground for refusal
in view of the very clear promise.

THE POLICY OF ENGLAND.

The moment the Ottoman Government decided to free
Adrianople and issued the order to the army to advance, English
policy threw off the mask and showed its true face. Through the
English Embassy energetic representations were made to the
Sublime Porte to prevent the Turkish army from crossing the
Enos-Midia line. Sir Edward Grey, the Foreign Secretary,
announced in a speech in the House of Commons that if the Turks
exploited the defeat of the Serbs by the Bulgarians to make an
attempt to recover Adrianople, in defiance of the Treaty of
London, they would be heavily punished for it afterwards, and
would lose not only all their possessions in Europe, but even
Constantinople itself.

It was clear from the note addressed to the Sublime Porte
and the speeches of Sir Edward Grey that the policy pursued by
England was utterly hostile to the Turkish Government, and that
she was taking every opportunity of making things difficult for
the Turks, and had made it her object to make full use of the
obstacles in the way of the internal consolidation of Turkey.

It must seem very curious that at the time of our reoccupation
of Adrianople the Russians were entirely favourable to us. 1
spent much time in considering what were the motives which then
inspired the Russians to work against the interests of the Bulgarian
Government in this way. When | was commissioned to establish
a basis for negotiations for a Turco-Bulgarian understanding and
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was talking one day with the Bulgarian envoy, Tocheff, | referred
to this matter and asked him for his opinion. "The Russians,”
he replied, " consider Constantinople their natural inheritance.
Their main concern is that when Constantinople falls into their
hands it shall have the largest possible hinterland. If Adrianople
is then in the possession of the Turks they will get it too, and in
case of an invasion of Bulgaria they will have plenty of room in
which to manoeuvre their armies.”

This explanation seemed to me thoroughly sound and
convincing.

Among the opponents of our reoccupation of Adrianople was
France, and French policy was in no way behind England's. The
French Ambassador issued a verbal note to the Sublime Porte to
the effect that the French Government was against the advance
of the army, and simultaneously the French Press indulged in a
heated denunciation of the enterprise. But, thank God, we occu-
pied Adrianople, notwithstanding all these obstacles, and
ultimately the Bulgarians had to recognise the fait accompli in
the Treaty of Constantinople.

THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT IN WESTERN THRACE.

When the army advanced on Adrianople the Government
had issued a note in which clear assurances were given that the
Maritza would not be crossed. But, notwithstanding this
fact, a few individuals who were the leading spirits in the army
succeeded in convincing the Government and the General Staff that
this promise was untimely, and compelling them to shut their eyes
to the activities of an unofficial " special organisation " (Techkilat-
i-Mahsussa) which had been formed. In this way this organisa-
tion has a free field on the far side of the river. This " specia
organisation " was successful in occupying the whole of Western
Thrace as far as the valley of the Kara-Su in a rapid and very
skilfully conducted advance.

Western Thrace, consisting of the kazas of Orta Koj and
Kirdja Ali and the sandjaks of Dedeagatch and Gumuldjina and
comprising the vilayet of Adrianople, is a considerable region
with a population of which 85 per cent, is Mussulman. The leader

of the " special organisation " which occupied the district was
D
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Suleiman Askeri Bey, who has died since. Captain Cherkess
Reschid, Jzmirli Echref and his brother Sami, Fehmi Bey (now
dead), and a few others formed its general staff.

Suleiman Askeri Bey summoned the Mussulman notables to a
congress, and through this congress the formation of a
" Mussulman Provisional Government of Western Thrace,” with
headquarters at Gumuldjina, was proclaimed. The president of
the communal council of Gumuldjina was appointed President of
the Provisional Government. The armed forces were placed
under the command of Suleiman Askeri Bey. The divisions into
kazas which had prevailed in the days of Turkish domination was
retained, and each of them was given a president and commander
of the forces. The presidents of the kazas were under the orders
of the President of the "Provisional Government,” and the local
commanders took their orders from Suleiman Askeri Bey. The
latter was an energetic and extremely good administrator, though
somewhat headstrong and too optimistic. This West-Thrace
enterprise, for which we have to thank the extraordinary man
whose high intelligence, invincible courage and proved devotion
gave those about him confidence and a sense of security, brought
us substantial political advantages at the Constantinople Con-
ference later on, and subseqguently when the basis in the Turco-
Bulgarian alliance was being discussed.

This Provisional Government, which existed from the middle of
July to the middle of September, came to an end in the latter month
as a result of the decisions of the Constantinople Conference.
But not without previous difficulties.

Notwithstanding the obligations undertaken by the Govern-
ment, some of Suleiman Askeri Bey's companions wanted the
" Provisional Government " to remain in existence, and contem-
plated armed resistance to occupation by the Bulgarians. The
Turkish Government, on the other hand, had undertaken to inter-
vene energetically to secure that the region of Western Thrace
should be occupied by the Bulgarian forces without resistance.
The Bulgarians in return had granted the Mussulman population
of Western Thrace very considerable legal privileges and
guaranteed that they should not be subjected to barbarities or
reprisals. An immediate general amnesty w'as also promised.

Armed resistance to the Bulgarian occupation by the Mussulman
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population would not only have brought them no advantage, but
would have meant the loss of the many political and economic
concessions which we had won for them.

Suleiman Bey, who had failed to overcome the resistance of
his comrades, sent a letter to Constantinople in which he wrote:
"1f Djemal Bey, the Military Governor of Constantinople, in
whom my companions have great confidence and who can exercise
such great moral influence upon them, cannot come here at once to
explain the attitude and obligations of the Government, the
Bulgarian troops which cross the frontier and advance into
Western Thrace will meet with armed resistance, and it will be
impossible to avoid bloodshed.”

Four or five hours after this letter arrived in Constantinople
Suleiman Askeri Bey turned up in Constantinople himself. After
a conference with the Minister for Foreign Affairs, the War
Minister and the Minister of the Interior, it was decided that 1
should go to Gumuldjina and Isketche and attempt to bring the
officers there round to the views of the Government. At the same
time the Bulgarian Government was informed of the situation
through Tocheff, who had just been appointed envoy and was in
Constantinople at the moment. Tocheff was asked to have an
order sent to the commander of the division which was to occupy
Western Thrace not to start operations before all methods of
persuasion had been tried on the " Provisional Government/' and
with that end in view to wait till he heard from me.

| left Constantinople and travelled through Adrianople,
Dimotika and Dedeagatch to Gumuldjina and Isketche. The
next day | met Sulieman Askeri Bey and had a conversation with
the commanders of the national forces. We settled all the condi-
tions on which the Bulgarian occupation was to proceed. | sent
all these conditions direct to the Bulgarian ggg”ral. After they
had been accepted in toto the occupation began, and a week later
| returned to Constantinople.

THE CONSTANTINOPLE CONFERENCE.

After the recovery of Adrianople by us, the Bulgarians, who
found themselves deserted all round, sent M. Nachivitch to Con-

stantinople to ascertain semi-officially the Peace conditions which
D2
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we should be inclined to grant. This venerable old man, who was
an old Stambuloffist, was also one of the oldest and warmest advo-
cates of a Turco-Bulgarian rapprochement.  After some semi-
official discussions it was ascertained that this gentleman Nachi-
vitch was not possessed of the necessary plenary powers to initiate
peace negotiations. Shortly afterwards a Bulgarian delegation
came to Constantinople to negotiate the terms of a Treaty of
Peace between Turkey and Bulgaria. This delegation was lead by
General Savoff, and Tocheff and Nachivitch were also members
of it. The Turkish delegation, under Talaat Bey, consisted of
Tchuruk Sulu, Mahmud Pasha, and Halil Bey. An advisory com-
mittee, consisting of military, financial and legal experts, was
attached to the Bulgarian delegation, and in the same way a com-
mittee with the same duties was associated with the Ottoman dele-
gates. | and Ismet Bey, Major of the Genera Staff, were
appointed military advisers. The delegations, whose task it was
to fix the frontier, deputed to us the business of settling details.
| may say that | made the greatest effort to keep Demotica with a
substantial slice of territory for Turkey, and to secure a number of
special rights for the Mussulman population of West Thrace, and
particularly the Turks settled in Bulgaria.

THE TURCO-BULGARIAN OFFENSIVE AND DEFENSIVE ALLIANCE.

The members of the Bulgarian Government displayed a note-
worthy spirit of conciliation. We were at the beginning” of the
third conference and | was just discussing various matters with
Talaat Bey, who was presiding. " Let's finish our work quickly,
gentlemen," said General Savoff, " so that we can get on to the
discussion of far more important affairs. | haven't come here to
haggle over a couple of yards of territory, or whether they are to
remain Turkish or Bulgarian. My mission is connected with a
project the realisation of which has been my dearest wish for many
years, | mean a Turco-Bulgarian alliance. | am here to see this
plan carried through/'

The two other Bulgarian delegates nodded approvingly. As
we knew that the general was fond of throwing a sop to Cerberus
we attached no other meaning to these words, and in drawing up
the terms of peace we endeavoured to insert as many advantages
as possible in the text. Ultimately we attained our end.
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Towards the end of the conferences General Savoff returned in
a more concrete fashion to the alliance and the substantial mutual
advantages which it would bring with it. When the work of the
Peace Conference was concluded, Said Halim Pasha, Talaat and
Halil Bey agreed that | should go with General Savoff to Prinkipo
and that we should there decide upon the material provisions of a
Turco-Bulgarian offensive and defensive alliance.

Lest remark should be excited it was decided to announce pub-
licly that the General, who hadworn himself out in the Balkan War,
had asked the Turkish Government for permission to recuperate for
a few days on the Prince Islands, and that he would subsequently
reside in one of the hotels in Prinkipo as the guest of the Govern-
ment. | was to go to the island one day and give a luncheon to
the General in the House of Nedjineddin Mollah. We were to
withdraw to one of the rooms after lunch and discuss the basis of
a treaty of alliance.

These matters were duly carried out and we began to draw up
with General Savoff the skeleton of a defensive and offensive alli-
ance between Turkey and Bulgaria.

A few days later we went to my house in Schischli one evening
to discuss the various articles of the draft treaty, make the necessary
changes, and affix its final form. Of the Bulgarians, General
Savoff and M. Tocheff were present, while Talaat Bey, Halil
Bey and | represented Turkey.

The defensive alliance decided in principle that " in case one of
the contracting parties were attacked by one or two Balkan States
the other contracting party engaged unconditionally to assist it
with all its resources." In the offensive alliance it was agreed
that " if one of the contracting parties with the approval of the
other attacked one of the Balkan States, and in the course of the
hostilities were itself attacked by another State, the other con-
tracting party would render it every assistance. |If either of the
two contracting parties found itself compelled to make war upon
one only of the Balkan States the other would observe a benevolent
neutrality towardsit."

As regards territorial advantages to be obtained in a war waged
jointly, thefollowing provisionswereto have effect: " | f Bulgaria
obtained possession of Cavalla and Drama the port of Dedeagatch
would be assigned to us.  If the Bulgarians extended their frontier
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to the Struma, Monastir and Ochrida on one side, and to Uskub
on the other, we should receive Western Thrace as far as the Kara
Su. Lastly, if Bulgaria obtained Salonika with Karaferia and
Vodena we should receive the line of the Struma, and our frontier,
which ran up stream and reached the defile of Kresna,
would run between Nevrokop and Razlik, and leaving the former
Kaza of Ropdjoz in our possession, reach the old Turco-Bulgarian
frontier at Dospat." This text was signed by both parties with
the reservation that it had no sort of binding force.

General Savoff returned to Sofia to discuss the different clauses
of the Treaty with the Minister-President Radoslavoff and the
Foreign Minister Genadieff, and to obtain the sanction of the King.
General Savoff assured us that he would return to Constantinople
within eight to ten days at the latest with the Bulgarian counter
proposals which he would get M. Tocheff (who had just been
appointed Envoy in Constantinople) to hand over, to avoid public
excitement. Weeks passed, however, and we received no news
from Sofia, and Tocheff did not say a word.

After the ratification of the peace treaty by both sides diplo-
matic relations with Bulgaria were resumed, and the Secretary-
General of the Committee, Fethi Bey, was appointed Minister at
Sofia. Fethi Bey knew about the project for a Turco-Bulgarian
alliance, and was a supporter of it. After his arrival at Sofia he
asked the Bulgarian Government what was the position as regards
the treaty of alliance which had been agreed upon with General
Savoff at Constantinople. In spite of repeated attempts Fethi Bey
could get no satisfactory answer. Indeed, no explanation what-
ever could be given for the delay caused by the Bulgarians in this
matter, seeing that in the peace conferences they had displayed
such zeal in getting this alliance concluded.

On the other hand, contrary to the text of the peace treaty
and the many verbal promises the Bulgarians had made, they
began to practise cruelties against the Mussulman population of
West Thrace; they had tried to proselytise the Pomaki by force.
Fethi Bey informed us that, disgusted at this two-faced behaviour
of the Bulgarians, it was impossible for him to retain his post at
Sofia any longer, and with aview to facilitating negotiations over
this matter and save the Mussulman population of West Thrace
from any more Bulgarian illegalities, and with the further idea of
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discussing the alliance question and getting it settled, a meeting
between Talaat and Halil Bey on one side and Radoslavoff and
Genadieff on the other was arranged in a Bulgarian town. At
this conference the two Bulgarian Ministers promised to treat the
Mussulman population better and to send a special delegate
with the Bulgarian Government's proposal to Constantinople at
a very early date.

In due course Colonel Jekoff, Deputy Chief of the Bulgarian
General Staff, came to Constantinople during November, 1913,
The Colonel was an exceptionally intelligent man, thoroughly
conscientious, and endowed with a very intuitive mind and solid
education. And when Toscheff announced his arrival he added
that he enjoyed the conference of Radoslavoff and his party asso-
ciates. At that time | was Minister of Public Works, but, as before,
| participated with Talaat and Halil Bey in the conferences on the
Turco-Bulgarian alliance. At the hour appointed for the meeting
we went to the Bulgarian Legation, which was in the Taxim quarter
of the city. Here we were presented with an astonishing proposa
of the Bulgarians, so far as territorial concessions were concerned.

So long as that part of Macedonia which extends to the Struma,
Monastir and Ochrida was not incorporated in Bulgaria, the Bul-
garians could not agree to cede to us the port of Dedeagatch, and
only when they occupied Salonika would they agree that the port of
Karaagatch should become Turkish. After four or five meetings
with Colonel Jekoff we drew up the preliminary outlines of an
alliance the form and sense of which we could accept.

The alliance with Bulgaria was important to us, for it was
certain that, sooner or later, we should have war with the Greeks,
It was impossible for us to leave to Greece the islands of the iEgean
like Lemnos, Mytilene and Chios. It was therefore necessary
to take precautions that, in case of a war with Greece, we should
not find the Bulgarians once more on the side of our foes. On
the other hand, we knew that in the Macedonian matter the Bul-
garians would not accept the situation, and for the satisfaction
of their national claims would find themselves compelled to seek
our help. We wanted to draw every possible advantage from this
situation and not run the risk of finding ourselves faced with a
second Balkan alliance.

If we succeeded in associating | an
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alliance by securing her against a Bulgarian attack in the Dobrudja,
the whole of which she had occupied, opposing allied groups
would be formed in the eastern and western halves of the Balkan
Peninsula, and we should at length have been able to look forward
to a time in which our peace would no longer have been at the
mercy of any little Balkan State at any moment. From this point
of view, the realisation of which was one of the objects of the
Y oung Turk party, we attached great importance to the Bulgarian
alliance, and for that reason we tried to arrive at a speedy under-
standing. As, however, it is a characteristic of Bulgarian policy,
or, to speak more accurately, one of the distinguishing features
of the Bulgarian temperament, to extract every possible benefit
and take advantage of even the most honest ally, it was quite
obvious to us that the Bulgarians would protract the affair as
long as possible in the hope that atime would come when we should
find ourselves in a dangerous situation and faced with the necessity
of signing atreaty within twenty-four hours, atreaty which would
have become incomprehensible as a result of the innumerable
alterations which had been made in it. The Bulgarians tried to
hold us up continuously right up to the outbreak of the World
War. After the essential outlines of the Treaty had been agreed
with Colonel Jekoff, 1 bothered about the matter no longer. |
learned subsequently that when the Bulgarians entered into nego-
tiations with us and the Central Powers in the course of the war,
with aview tojoining us, not one of the originally excepted clauses
were taken into account, and they not only refused to sanction an
extension of territory in West Thrace for us, but even declined
to discuss the other articles until we had accepted the cession of
Dimotika, Karaagatch, Mustapha Pasha, and a strip more than a
kilometre in width along the left bank of the Maritza. As | shall
have occasion to return to our relations with Bulgariain that part
of my memoirs which deals with the beginning of the World War,
I will conclude my discussion of this subject for the moment.

THE ALLIANCE WITH THE SYRIANS AND ALL ARABS.

| am convinced that in our country, even among the most
enlightened of our youth, there are few men who have really
considered the Arab question and the ideal which was before the
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eyes of those who were called upon to deal with it. In that part
of my memoirs which relates to the time | was Commander of
the Fourth Army | will deal with this matter in detail, and for the
moment will confine myself to a short discussion of affairs cover-
ing the time when | was Military Governor of Constantinople.

As aresult of many causes a number of Arabs, under the pretext
of obtaining reforms for their country and with the express per-
mission of the Vali, Edhem Bey, had succeeded in convoking a
national assembly at Beirut during the period when Kiamil Pasha
was Prime Minister. At this conference they indicated the reforms
which they desired should be introduced in Syria and throughout
all the Arabian vilayets. When Mahmud Shefket Pasha's Ministry
took office the Government dissolved this assembly, partly because
of the changes which had meanwhile been made in the personnel
of the governorships and partly because it considered the National
Council illegal. The Government also announced that, as the
promulgation of regulations for the provincial administration was
exclusively the business of Parliament, the principles laid down
by the Congress of Beirut could not be considered.

The agitation for independence in Syria and Beirut had assumed
such proportions and the prestige of the Government had thereby
suffered such diminution that there were people who carried their
audacity to the point of hanging cards bearing the name of
the Governor-General (Ebu bekir Hazim) round their dogs' necks.
In Damascus Shukri el Asly and Mehemed Kurd Ali had gone to
the Vali, Mardini Arif Bey, and demanded that the Secretary-
General of the Province should be expelled from the vilayet on
the ground that he had not understood a petition in Arabic which
had been presented to him, and therefore demanded a Turkish
translation.  They lost no opportunity of indulging in similar
impertinences. All the Syrian papers attacked the Government
with the utmost violence, and filled their space with horrible
insults against the Turkish race.  The Sheik Reschid Riza of
Tripolis, in Syria, published in Egypt ajournal which was written
in so provocative a tone against the heads of the Committee of
Unity and Progress that it seemed impossible for anyone who had
read it not to be anti-Turkish. When the Government was
absorbed in the Balkan War, officers of an Arabian Division in
the Gallipoli Peninsula supported the political blackmailing efforts
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of the Arabian patriots at Constantinople instead of honourably
doing their duty.

Subsequently they wanted to arrange a general congress of
the Arabs, though the Government had forbidden it, but, anticipat-
ing that the Government would certainly stop them this time and
thait legal action would be taken against the organisers, they
decided, with the approval, or rather on the express initiative, of
the French Government, to assemble the Congress in Paris, and
issued a proclamation throughout the Arabian world with an
invitation to send delegates to the assembly. At the head of the
organisation were Abdul Hamid Zehravi, then deputy for Hama,
Abdul Ghani el Ureysi, owner of the Beirut paper El Mufid,
and Abdul Kerim el Haleli, President of the " EI Muntedi el
Edebi." In this way the Congress, under the patronage of the
French Government, changed its form and constitution, and it
seemed certain that it would be followed by French intervention in
Syria

At that time | paid very little attention to these Arabian
affairs. My wishwasonly tolet it be known that foreign intrigues
were sowing discord between two great Islam races, the Turkish
and the Arabian. | also desired that we should use some highly
placed Arabian individuals, on whose patriotism and religious
fervour we could rely, to ascertain which of the Arab demands we
could accept without endangering the common interests and unity
of the Islam world and ultimately to take the steps necessary to
carry through these reforms. Fortunately this view was shared
by the Government, and Midhad Shukri Bey and some others were
sent to Paris to negotiate with the influential Arabs who had
assembled the Congress in the hope of finding a basis for an
understanding. The Congress did, in fact, assemble, but as the
meeting of Midhad Shukri Bey and his companions with the
Mussulman Arabs had given the affair another complexion, the
Congress dissolved after communicating to him a few of its dearest
desires.

One day Talaat Bey cameinto the Military Government building
and told me that we were invited to visit the Sheik Abdul Asis
Shavish on the following Friday with aview to finding some basis
for an understanding with the Arabs. We should there meet the
President of the secret political committee oM he Arabs, and the



The Outbreak and End of the Second Balkan War 59

Government had decided that, as one of the warmest advocates of
that understanding, and in view of the experience | had gained of
all Arabian affairs when | was Governor-General of Baghdad, |
should take part in the conference.

On the day fixed we went to the place of meeting. There
appeared before us an individual of short stature, perhaps twenty-
eight or thirty years of age, dark, and with great black, sparkling
eyes which betrayed high intelligence and a general air which
seemed to indicate an enterprising and bold character. It was
Abdul Kerim el Halil, delegate of the Arab secret political
committee. The conference began after dinner.

| at once observed that what he desired most of all was that
positions of influence in Constantinople should be assigned to
certain individuals, and | said to myself gloomily that, judging by
the views of these leaders, the Arabian reforms meant nothing
more than satisfying the ambitions of a few persons who were
hankering after offices and dignities. Yet we proceeded to draw
up an agreement which enshrined the following principles:
(1) The administrative work to be handed over to the native authori-
ties in accordance with the special law relating to the administration
of the vilayets; (2) the secondary school teaching and quite general
national school teaching to be in Arabian; (3) the Arabian tongue
to be used for certain legal formalities; (4) the Arabian text to be
appended to summonses as well as criminal and civil judgments;
(5) petitions to the official authorities to be in Arabian; (6) certain
Arabians to be appointed to the Senate, the State Council, the
Court of Appeal, the staff of the Sheik ul Islam, and the Fetvahane.

We had other meetings with Abdul Kerim el Halil and Sheik
Abdul Hamid Zehravi in the Hotel Kroecker in Pera, and
thoroughly discussed the above subjects. These reforms were
subsequently carried out in toto after they had received the approval
and confirmation of the Government. Talaat alone was very
unwilling to approve the appointment to the Senate of Abdul
Hamid Zehravi Effendi, whom many Arabs regarded as unstable.
Abdul Kerim el Halil came to me on several occasions to ask me
to take the matter up with Talaat Bey and get it put right. Abdul
Hamid Zehravi's wish was ultimately fulfilled, but as his heart was
set on the office of Sheik ul Islam, he was not satisfied with his seat
in the Senate.
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From this time on Abdul Kerim el Halil was a gentleman of.
great importance, and he arrogated to himself the title of an
Inspector-General of the " Ella Mirkezie" (Decentralisation
Committee) of all Syria. Thanks to the particularly effective
measures taken by Talaat Bey, he had little success in the elections
for the Chamber of Deputies, in spite of the great activity of his
supporters. He was beaten by the Government candidate, or, to
speak more accurately, the candidate of the party for the Arabian
vilayets.

As | am on the Arabian question | cannot omit to mention a
matter which, in my opinion, is of very great importance. Enver
Pasha was War Minister and | held the portfolio of Public Works.
Asis Ali Bey, an Egyptian who was a major on the General Staff
and the most ambitious and vainglorious man the earth has ever
seen, could not endurethat Abdul Kerim el Halil and Abdul Hamid
Zehravi should have exercised a greater influence than himself
when the Arabian affair was being settled. He was audacious
enough to proclaim openly that the Arabs could not rest satisfied
with the clauses of the agreement, that their only desire was for
internal independence, with their own army, and certainly could
not go further than form a dualistic state with the Turks on the
model of the dualistic Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, though, as a
matter of fact, the Arabs went further than the Hungarians and
demanded that the official language of their army should be
Arabian. He added that with such an ideal in view, those who
would not work for its realisation, but desired merely to secure a
brilliant position for themselves, and therefore remained satisfied
with a few”nsignificant reforms, would be considered traitors to
their nation, and must expect to pay heavily for it subsequently.

I knew AsisAli Bey at the time when he left the Military School
witlj acaptain's commission. | think it was somewhere about the
year 1320 (1904). He displayed great activity in chasing the Bul-
garian bands in the Kazas of Petric, Osmanie, and Macedonia.
Subsequently he had a good deal of fighting on the Greek frontier
with Greek, Bulgarian, and Albanian bands, and before the pro-
mulgation of the Constitution he joined the Committee of Union
and Progress, on which he did valuable work. When the Army
of. Operations marched on Constantinople after the reactionary
movement of March 31st (April 13th) he was commanding one of
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its detachments, and after Galata Bridge had been seized he
attacked Tophaus Barracks and displayed great skill in clearing the
rebels out of them. Up to that time | did not know that this man
had Arabian connections. Whenever | met him he behaved most
courteously towards me, and was always a model of discretion in
his language.

While | was Governor in Adana | once went to Constantinople,
where | met Asis Ali Bey, and we had a few words about the
celebrated " letters from Beirut and Syria " which had been pub-
lished by Achmed Sherif Bey, the correspondent of the newspaper
Ikdam. When | told him that these letters provoked tendencies
dangerous to the maintenance of Ottoman unity and the authority
of the Mussulman Caliphate in the Arabian vilayets Asis Ali Bey
replied in ahaughty tone: " The Arabs are perfectly right. What
have you Turks done for us Arabs—except try to exterminate us,
insult and despise us—that you should now expect friendly treat-
ment on our part? Are you forgetting that in Constantinople
when you want to call a dog you shout ' Arab, Arab, Arab! '
When you want to say that anything is obscure and incomprehen-
sible you say it's ' like the hair of an Arab." One of your pet
phrases is ' afig for the splendours of Damascus if only we needn't
se another Arabian face! ' Are not the lines of your poet:
" On the evening | left Damascus | said, " Blessed be this holy
night,” ' one of your favourite expressions? And asif that wasn't
enough, didn't you, on the very day after the issue of the Consti-
tution, purposely affront the Arabs by appointing as Marshal of the
Army in Syria a descendant of Hulagus, the man who despised
Baghdad and all Irak, a Tartar without any morals, an envoy from
Hell ? You know well enough how the Arabs hate tlife Tartars,
and therefore the only object of appointing Osman Pasha to
command the 5th Army can have been to humiliate the Arabs."

| was very astonished to hear such absurdities from the lips of
so intelligent a man. | ascribed his aspersions on Osman Pasha
to persona hatred, perhaps the result of a previous contretemps
in Macedonia between the two men. Asis Ali Bey was at that
time employed in a military department at Kotchana. During an
inspection Osman Pasha, who was then Commandant of the Uskiib
area, had addressed him in a somewhat offensive tone, and, thanks
to his bad habit of always speaking ironically to everyone, he had
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received a sharp reply from Asis Ali Bey. Osman Pasha was at
first quite taken aback at such an answer in public, and to cover
up his own mistake and assert the dignity of his position and
authority he took strong measures and ordered that Asis Ali Bey
should be put under arrest. Since then the latter had cherished a
feeling of hatred against him which nothing could assuage.

| answered Asis Ali Bey that the Turks, and particularly the
Anatolian Turks, had a high regard for the Arabs, that it was
very wrong to throw doubt upon that sentiment merely on the
ground of a few popular expressions, and that if educated people
like himself allowed themselves to be inspired by personal aversions
the result would be disorders, which would do irremediable harm
to the Turkish world.

After this incident Asis Ali Bey was sent at his own request
to join lzzet Pasha's staff in the Yemen. | learned subsequently
that he there made a great show with his Arab ideals and made all
sorts of trouble for poor lzzet Pasha. | also knew that at the
time of the Italian attack on Tripoli he went to Cyrenaica, and
with Enver and Mustapha Kemal Bey made a wonderful effort at
the defence of the town of Benghazi.

As | am convinced that Asis Ali Bey is one of the outstanding
personalities among the Arab revolutionaries, | think it advisable
to draw particular attention to some of his services and mistakes
which are closely related to his past. | was told that when he was
in Tripoli he simply could not bear having Enver Bey as his
superior officer, and had done everything he could to make him
unpopular with the Arab officers. But Enver Bey had more or less
disregarded all this, and when, after the peace treaty with Italy
had been signed, he returned to Turkey in order to serve in the
Balkan War, he handed over the command to Asis Ali Bey and
advised him to form an Arab government. But very soon Asis
Ali Bey had estranged first the Sheik Achmed Sherif Senussi and
then the Arab officers, and he therefore decided not to remain in
Cyrenaica, and returned to Turkey. At that time he had only one
object in life, to show himself a bitter enemy of Enver Pasha when
he was in the company of Turkish officers and his erstwhile
friends, and to agitate against the Turks when he was in the
company of Arab officers.

When Enver Pasha ultimately became Minister of War Asis
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Ali Bey was literally beside himself. He could not bear the
thought that he, who had been Enver's contemporary at the
military school and had done such good work and displayed such
a high degree of patriotism, should have been left a simple major
on the General Staff while his rival became Minister of War, and
he came to the conclusion that co-operation with the Turks brought
him neither profit nor glory. " Longlive the Arab Revolution! "

The intrigues of Asis Ali Bey assumed such proportions that
Enver Pashas patience was at length exhausted. He had him
arrested and brought before a court martial on the charge of not
having accounted for the twenty or thirty thousand which
he had handed over to him as Government funds when he left
Cyrenaica, and also embezzling that sum.

On the news of Asis Ali Bey's arrest there was tremendous
excitement among all the Arab youth of Constantinople. | was
then Minister of Labour. The members of the " El Muntidi el
Arabi " never ceased making representations to Ministers and
influential people. Among others a deputation of five young men
from Beirut and Damascus, headed by Dr. Ezad Haikar of Baalbek,
came to me to beg me to procure a pardon for the Egyptian Asis.
They said it would make an excellent impression on the young
Arab intellectuals. The Ministry of War sent the sentence to the
Sublime Porte with a request that the Sultan would be pleased
to commute the death penalty into penal servitude for life. On the
same evening on which this revised sentence was accordingly to
be submitted for Imperial approval there was a great banquet at
the French Embassy to which almost all the Ministers, several
foreign ambassadors and many French notables were invited.
Enver Pasha and | myself were also among the guests. When we
adjourned to the drawing-room after dinner there were whispered
conversations about the conviction of Asis Ali Bey. Georges
Remond, the war correspondent of the Illustration, came up to
me. " Monsieur le General," he said, " if Asis Ali Bey is con-
demned to death on the ground of the differences of opinions and
quarrels between him and Enver Pasha in Tripoli, the only con-
clusion | can draw is that in this country the law takes second
place to arbitrary and capricious action. As | am informed, the
charge against Asis Ali Bey is that he has embezzled money
entrusted to him for the defence of the country. Asis Ali Bey is
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possibly an Arab revolutionary, his political opinions may differ
from those of Enver Pasha, but he is certainly no thief. I'm
positive you know as well as | do, and equally positive that you
can save Asis Ali Bey from an unmerited punishment by your
intervention."

After Georges R6mond many of my Turkish and French
friends, both civilians and soldiers, came and implored me to inter-
vene in Asis Ali Bey's favour, and in the looks cast at Enver
Pasha (he was present in the room) that evening it was easy to
read the thought: "There's the man who does not shrink from
satisfying his thirst for revenge by destroying a splendid officer
who defended Cyrenaica at his side! "

| realised at once that public opinion condemned Enver Pasha
more severely than Asis Ali Bey. It was therefore necessary to
have it out with him. Besides, | considered Asis Ali Bey one of
the bravest and most honest of the Arab revolutionaries. |
thought it would be illogical to proclaim a general amnesty in
favour of all other revolutionaries and except Asis Ali Bey from
its operation. For this reason | was extremely and sincerely
anxious to save him. | therefore wrote a few lines to Enver Pasha

when | got back home that evening. My letter ran as follows:

My dear Enver,

Notwithstanding all the evidence which the court martial has accumulated
against Asis Ali Bey, and the fact that sentence has been passed upon him, it
is you whom public opinion condemns. Your condemnation in this way will
do you a thousand times more harm than anything Asis Ali Bey will suffer from
a few years in prison. Please try and get him the Imperial pardon and | will
take good care that he leaves Constantinople, and never returns to
Constantinople.

The next day Enver Pasha rang me up to say that His Majesty
had pardoned Asis Ali Bey. His brother, who had already heard
the news, came with Georges Remond to call on me and thank me.
| told him that Asis Ali Bey must leave for Egypt at once, and for
the future leave Turkish politics severely alone, but must never
tell anyone that he owed his pardon to my intervention.

| heard subsequently that although Asis Ali Bey had given me
his word of honour at the time, he placed himself at the service of
Sherif Hussein during the World War when the latter, a monster
of ingratitude, rose in arms against the Caliphate and deliberately
drove the world of Islam into the deplorable condition in which it
finds itself to-day. To-day it is | who cannot forgive him.
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THE GERMAN MILITARY MISSION.

| doubt whether there is a single man in Europe or America
who really knows the circumstances under which the German Mili-
tary Mission came to Constantinople to reorganise the Turkish
Army.

The numerous accounts published by our enemies always aver
that this Mission arrived during Enver Pashas term of office as
War Minister andimpute it asacrimeagainst him. My revelations
will show how the affair really came about.

When Mahmud Shefket Pasha had convinced himself that it
was impossible to beat the Bulgarians, and signed the Peace pre-
liminaries of London which gave us the Enos-Midia line as our
frontier with Bulgaria, and the Islands of Imbros and Kenedos, he
decided that the whole national energies must be husbanded for
domestic reforms if the country, which was already very exhausted,
was not to be weakened yet further. In accordance with this
resolve he authorised our delegates to affix their signatures to the
Preliminary Peace.

In his opinion what we needed most was money, and he was
contemplating raising a substantial loan from one of the
European Powers. First he applied to the Germans, but they
pointed out that the Berlin money market was in no position to
arrange a new Turkish loan, and they frankly advised us never
to count on Germany in financial matters, but always to apply to
France in that respect. Thereupon the Government decided to
follow that advice and sent Djavid Bey, to Paris. Djavid was not *;
indeed a member of the Ministry, but he was regarded as the soul
of the efforts being made by the party of " Unity and Progress "
in the direction of organisation in the politico-financial sphere.
He was commissioned to lead the Turkish financial delegation
which was to negotiate the financial clauses of the peace
preliminaries.

But Mahmud Shefket Pasha also considered that the system of
loans was unlikely of itself to restore the financial position of the
state, and he was very anxious for the abolition of the financial
capitulations, the only measure which could re-establish our Budget
once more. Djavid Bey was instructed in that sense.

Mahmud Shefket Pasha next proceeded to settle certain ques-
tions which had already formed subjects for differences of opinion

E
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between ourselves and certain foreign Governments, particularly
the Russian and English Governments. One of the most impor-
tant at that time was that of the Persian frontier, a question upon
which Russia and England sought to put a very peculiar interpre-
tation. The Pasha went into this problem personally. He had
asked both Governments to appoint missions to determine the
frontier and send them to the locality as the Turkish Government
had done.

Last but not least he took up the question of the re-organisation
of the army and navy. A British Naval Mission was already at
work. He got into personal touch with the head of that Mission
and asked him to accelerate the reorganisation of the Navy. As
regards the organisation of the Army | will now relate the facts,
the details of which were given to me by Mahmud Shefket Pasha
personally, so that their accuracy cannot be doubted.

During the Pasha's term of office as Grand Vizier he usually
goent the night and dept at the Sublime Porte, and as | dept a the
Military Governor's Headquarters he called me to the telephone
after dinner on several evenings when he felt very tired after heavy
work during the day and asked me to go round and see him. On
these occasions he often told me of his ideas and plans and asked
my opinion.

On one of these evenings he remarked:

" | believe that everything we have done hitherto with regard
to the reorganisation of our army has been only half measures, if
not bad measures. All the organisers whom we have had here,
both during the reign of Sultan Abdul Hamid and since the
promulgation of the constitution, have been selected quite casually,
and on no definite principle. We have never thought of inviting a
serious mission with an adequate and well-thought-out programme
and personnel, whose selection must be determined exclusively with
reference to that programme.

" Look at the Greeks, for example. They were much cleverer
than ourselves. They have entrusted the reorganisation of their
navy to the English, and that of their army to the French. Veni-
zelos has reserved the offices of War Minister and Naval Minister
to himself. He has ruthlessly crushed all who dared to put the
slightest obstacle in the way of the missions. He has not paid the
slightest attention to the criticisms of his political opponents. He
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is always in the closest touch with the Directors of the French and
English Missions, and done everything they asked of him. The
result was the creation of the Greek Army which we learned to
respect during the Balkan War, and of afleet with which the old
fleet of the Tun™-Greek War cannot be compared.

"In my view the greatest service Venizelos has rendered his
country was,in organising the armed forces of the nation and thus
presenting the diplomatists with an effective argument—I might
say the only effective argument—for the realisation of the national
ideal. | want to perform the same service for my country. There
is already an English Mission for our fleet. | will get into touch
with the head of that mission and ask him what he requires to
make a complete success of it, and | intend to comply with all his
wishes.

" As regards our army, | don't think we must hesitate any
longer to adopt the methods of the Germans. For more than
thirty years we have had Garmen ingtructors in our army, our
Corps of Officersis trained entirely on German lines, and our army
is absolutely familiar with the spirit of German training and military
education. It is quite impossible to change all that now. | there-
fore intend to send for a German military mission on the grand
scale and, if necessary, | shall even appoint a German general to
command a Turkish army corps, place German staff and regi mental
officers in command of every unit comprising it, and in this way
form a model army corps. The staff and regimental officers of
the other corps would have to be posted to this corps for
a definite period in order to expand and complete their training.
I will also have this mission accompanied by many specialists
whose task it will be to reorganise the various departments of the
War Office, the General Staff and the military schools and factories.
| think that we shall have no occasion for a war for a long time,
and | will therefore reduce the cadres as much as possible and
restore the peace establishment, so that we can effect economies
which will enable me to meet the expenses of the reorganisation
mission. | will give the Turkish world an army which will certainly
be small but, on the other hand, well organised and trained. In
time of war it will not be difficult to bring this army up to maximum
strength by expanding the cadres. | am now inquiring of the
Germans on what terms they would be prepared to send us some

E2
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such mission, and consider it advisable to leave the question of
their conditions entirely to them."

Such are the circumstances under which General Liman von
Sanders' mission for the reorganisation of our army was invited
to Constantinople. Enver Pasha had nothing to do with this
affair and played no part whatever in it.

After Mahmud Shefket Pashas death his successor at the
War Office, 1zzet Pasha, had the same idea, and took up the same
line as his predecessor. During his period of office the agreement
with reference to the mission was drawn up and concluded. On
the day of the arrival in Constantinople of Liman von Sanders and
his officers they were met at the station by |zzet Pasha and, in fact,
it was a month or six weeks after the arrival of the mission that
Enver Pasha became War Minister.

It was Enver Pasha who first pointed out the obstacles to be
overcome if the command of the First Army Corps was to be
entrusted to Liman von Sanders Pasha. He thought that it would
be better To employ the head of the mission in the capacity of an
Inspector-General rather than give him the command of an army
corps. It was wholly and solely as a result of his suggestion, not
under pressure from the Russians, French and English, that this
change was made.

On the day the military mission arrived in Constantinople | was
commanding the First Army Corps, and in that capacity Supreme
Military Authority during the state of siege. Two days later | had
to hand over my command to Liman von Sanders, but as a German
general could not, of course, be commandant during the state of
siege, we decided to proceed by a different method. Faik Pasha
was then Commandant. He was to be appointed Governor of the
fortress with the powers of a divisional commander, and the super-
vision of the state of siege was to be entrusted to him. For reasons
which | will discuss later | was temporarily to take over the office
of Minister of Public Works. The Imperial decree relating to my
appointment was issued the day after the arrival of the mission.
On the next day | went to the headquarters of the First
Army Corps and handed it over officially to General Liman von
Sanders.

In these circumstances it is clear that there is an end of
slanderous observations and opinions which Ambassador Mor-



The Outbreak and End of the Second Balkan War 69

genthau sets forth on pages 44 and 45 of his Memoirs on the
strength of totally false information.

The arrival of the mission in Constantinople was the signal for
the most violent attacks upon us by the Russians, French and
English. The fact which the Russians put in the forefront of
their grounds of protest was that, if the troops appointed to guard
the Straits were commanded by German officers, the defence would
be strengthened, and that this step, adopted out of suspicion and
specialy directed against Russia, would seem to ascribe ambiguous
intentions to that Power.

The French and English followed in the footsteps of the
Russians. The French and English Ambassadors adopted the
arguments of the Russian Ambassador. The Press of both these
countries slavishly followed the Russian Press. In this connection
[must ask our political opponents one question: was this the vyaf
to manifest the good intentions of the English and French of which
theyToasted to us from morning to night ?

We wanted to reorganise our army, and for that reason we
lad applied to Germany. We made our plans both for theintroduc-
tion and realisation of the scheme. The German military mission
came to Constantinople, and the result was an addition to the
defensive resources of the Turkish armies, particularly in the
Straits. It was quite natural that the Russians should endeavour
to oppose the scheme, because they regarded themselves as the
natural heirs to Constantinople, and were convinced that one day
they would be engaged in a terrific struggle with the Turks on
[and and sea in the vicinity of Constantinople. Was their action,
which meant intervention in the domestic affairs of a neighbouring
State, possible without the support and approval of England and
France ? Certainly not, | say! Under these circumstances, and
-emembering that in this affair the French and English shed even
nore tears than the Russians themselves, must we not assume that
iven then the Triple Entente had promised Constantinople to the
Russians? Great Heavens! When | think of those days | go
:old all over. | cannot describe the torments | had to go through
n the discussions with the French Military Attache, Maucorps, the
French Ambassador, Bompart, Councillor of Embassy Boppe, the
inspector of Gendarmerie, Genera Baumann, and Major Sarrou.
3ne day | ended up with the words:
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('Just look how unreasonable you are, gentlemen! Don't
suggest that you are putting forward these views without fully
realising the situation. Y ou know as well aswe ourselves that we
have the right to call in a German reorganisation mission. The
guestion whether the German officers are or are not competent to
organise an army is no doubt open to debate, but it isirrelevant at
the moment, as we are now definitely convinced of their efficiency,
and our choice has fallen upon them. Every country has armed
forces of three kinds—first, the army, then the navy, and, thirdly,
the police. We have entrusted the organisation of the first to the
Germans, that of the second to the English, that of the third to the
French. So where's the quarrel? Do you want us to commit
the reorganisation of our army to the Russians ? Just remember
what it is the Russians are saying: * If German officers take
command of the First Army Corps, the defensive resources of the
Straits will be strengthened.” That means that if we applied to the
French or English for a similar mission on the same terms the
Russians would be bound to make the same objection, for | cannot
assume that in taking over command of the First Corps the French
or English officers would deliberately intend to open the Straits to
the Russians when occasion arose. These protests of yoursjifr.es-
sarily arouse in us afeeling. that you are .anything but well inclined
towards us."

As these gentlemen could not refute the logic of my words and
did not know what to answer they admitted that they were wrong
by repeating: " What do you expect ? In the first place, we are
Russia's allies and are thus compelled to support all their claims.
Secondly, the Germans are our enemies, and we're compelled to
remember the danger to ourselves inherent in everything they do.
And even if there were no danger we consider it a patriotic duty to
assert that as what is at stake is something to which the Germans
make a claim we are bound to oppose it."

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS, MIDDLE OF
DECEMBER, 1913, TO FEBRUARY, 1914

| TAKE UP MY DUTIES.

Prince Said Halim Pasha's Ministry, which followed that of
Mahmud Shefket Pasha, had taken over its political programme
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in its entirety, i.e, to avoid external complications as much as
possible and devote the whole resources of the nation to internal
reforms. But that did not mean that he let slip the opportunity of
recovering Adrianople, and he also succeeded in concluding the
Treaty of Constantinople with the Bulgars, the Treaty of Athens
with the Greeks, and subsequently a second Treaty of Constanti-
nople with Serbia, which had become the most ambitious of the
Balkan States.

To secure the success of the domestic reforms it was necessary
to make an end of the questions which were always cropping up
owing to the differencets between the nationalities and always
giving the small Balkan States an opportunity for loud and
vehement protest.

As regards the Bulgarians, after the final loss of Macedonia all
that was left to the Turkish Empire was a few scattered villages
along the northern boundary of the sandjak of Kirk Kilisse in the
vilayet of Adrianople. On the other hand, a few Turks remained
distributed in certain parts of Bulgarian territory in the vicinity of
the Turkish frontier. As an appendix to the Treaty of Constanti-
nople a secret agreement was signed by the Bulgars in which it
was provided that any Bulgarians residing on Turkish territory
should be removed to Bulgaria and any Turks still left in Bulgarian
territory should be removed to Turkey. This exchange was carried
out to the satisfaction of both sides.

To us the most important of the racial problems was that pre-
sented by the very numerous Greek elements which were scattered
about the coast side of the vilayet of Aidin. There was no doubt
that the Greeks who, after their easy victories in the Balkan War,
had occupied Macedonia as far as Drama on one side and seized the
islands off AsiaMinor (Mytilene, Chios, and Lemnos) on the other,
would now concentrate all their efforts on the acquisition of the
vilayet of Aidin. With aview to having no internal difficulties if
we sooner or later came to blows with the Greeks (that was
inevitable owing to the question of the islands), it was suggested
to the Greek Government that there should be an exchange of these
Greek nationals for the Mussulman nationals who had been left
behind in Greek Macedonia and wished to emigrate to Turkey.
Venizelos, however, was not particularly enthusiastic about this
proposal, which looked like compromising the evil designs he had
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in store for us. Yet at that time the nationalist sentiments of the
Turkish clans had begun to assert themselves very actively, and the
conseguences began to make themselves felt, particularly in the
vilayet of Aidin, where hundreds of thousands of Mussulman
refugees who had not been able to bear the oppression of the
Greeks, Serbs, and Bulgarians any longer, and had taken refuge
within the Turkish Empire, often seriously molested the Greeks
settled in that region.

The Government was entirely out of sympathy with their action
because of the difficulties to which it would presumably give rise.
The European,Powers, which are in the habit of manifesting their
humane sentiments when it is a question of intervention against
Turkey, had not a word to say against the abommations of the
'Greeks, Serbs, and Bulgarians, who had slaughtered in the most
bestial manner more than five hundred thousand Turks, most of
them women, old people, and children Carnegie's Com-
mission of Enquiry had published its special report upon these
horrors there was not a sngle newspaper in the whole of Europe
or America—with the exception of a few socialist journals—which
had a word to say in favour of the poor Mohammedans who had
been killed off like flies.

The American Ambassador, Morgenthau, made the Armenian
massacres which took place during the World War an excuse for
heaping upon the Turks insults and affronts which are hardly fit to
be reproduced. Every line of his Memoirs reveas the deepest
hatred and enmity. Mr. Morgenthau should appoint a committee
to enquire into the Macedonian massacres and then read through
his book again and see if he can justify his charges.

When thousands of Mohammedans, after suffering all manner
of oppression and cruelties, fled to their motherland and found not
a cottage to shelter them or ayard of ground on which to settle, nay,
found themselves daily exposed to the insults of those who were
responsible for their misfortunes, they allowed themselves to be
carried away by a very natural and human craving for revenge and
to commit a few excesses. The Greeks made the fullest use of
these occurrences, and, true to their nature, raised a tremendous
outcry about them. They said they were being threatened by the

Turks, and a few of them accordingly began to take to the moun-
tains. The boldest of these actually set fire to a few Mussulman
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villages and murdered a large number of emigrants. This state of
affairs contributed to fan the flames of Mohammedan rage still
higher. Venizelos began to chant his unending song about the
Balkans, and it had its effect all over the world: " The Turks are
massacring the Greeks in the vilayet of Aidin with the approval,
and, indeed, with the assistance, of the Government! *

Fortunately Talaat Bey, who acted quicker than Venizelos.
urged the Ambassadors of England, France, Germany, and
Austria to send their First Dragomans to conduct a joint enquiry
on the spot. This committee established the true facts, the
accuracy of which Mr. Morgenthau must admit, however
reluctantly. In other words, the enquiry showed clearly that there
had been no kind of oppression of the Greeks and that the sorely-
tried emigrants who here and there had been guilty of some crime
had been severely punished by the Ottoman Government.

Venizelos stipulated that the emigrants should take with them all
movable property, while immovables should be treated as subjects
for exchange, but finally adopted the view of Talaat Bey and agreed
to enter into negotiations on the footing that the Greek nationals
inhabiting the coastal region of the vilayet of Aidin should be sent
back to Greece, while the Mohammedans of Macedonia should be
allowed to settle in the vilayet in question if they so desired.

After a basis of agreement with the Arabs had been found, as
| have already related, we decided to tackle our thorniest domestic
problem, the Armenian question.

| think it better to devote a special chapter later on to this
extremely important and all-embracing matter.

ECONOMIC NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE ENGLISH AND FRENCH.

While Mahmud Shefket Pasha was Grand Vizier, Hakki Pasha,
the fonner Grand Vizier, went to London to settle various current
questions relating to the Gulf of Basra and the seven disputec
districts between the Yemen and Aden.

Djavid Bey was sent to Paris at the same time. The object o
his mission was:

1. To negotiate for a substantial loan.

2. The abolition of the financial capitulations.

As regards the loan, the French imposed conditions which wer
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utterly impossible for us. | give some of them so far as | can
remember:

1. No other lines to be constructed by the management of the
Hedjaz Railway in Syria and Palestine.

2. The management of the Hedjaz Railway were immediately
to stop the construction (which had already begun) of the branch
line from Afuleh via Djenin Naplus to Jerusalem, which belonged
to the Haifa-Deraa sector, and had already got as far as Sebastia.

3. The French were to be granted the concession for a broad-
gauge line from Afuleh to a point on the Jaffa-Jerusalem line as
yet undecided.

4. The French were also to be granted the concession of a
broad-gauge line, one terminus of which was to be the station of
Rayaak on the Damascus-Hamah line, and the other at Afuleh, the
line passing by the shores of Lakes Huleh and Tiberias.

5. The Ottoman Government shall have no right to approve any
railway rates on the Haifa-Deraa sector which could compete with
the railway rates on the Beirut-Damascus-Hauran line. The
Ottoman Government must also indemnify the Damascus-Hamah
Railway Company for the Damascus-Hauran sector.

6. The concession for any line to be constructed east of the
Damascus-Medina and Rayak-Aleppo must be reserved exclusively
for the French.

7. The extension of the Syrian harbours of Jaffa, Haifa and
Tripolis must be reserved exclusively for French capitalists.

8. The right of working the Yemen Railway must be bought
back by the Government and the Company must be indemnified.

9. The concession of the Samsun-Sivas Railway must be
granted to the French.

10. The buildings, real property and estates of all kinds belong-
ing to the very numerous French convent schools, hospitals and
other foundations must be exempt from all taxation.

11. The proceeds of the loan granted by France must be used
to procure the necessary military armament from France
exclusively.

It was only on these and other conditions | no longer remember
that Turkey was granted a 9 per cent, loan of a few million francs,
payable in two instalments.

As reigards the abolition of the financial capitulations, the
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French would not even hear of it. Only if we conceded various
other demands would they grant us an increase of the ad valorem
duty from 11 to 14 per cent., a monopoly of alcohol, matches and
cigarette paper, increase the royalties payable by foreign
merchants, and allow us to introduce a city tariff and enjoy a few
other minor advantages.

All these negotiations were carried on not without difficulty,
and Djavid Bey, who had been commissioned to conduct them,
was ultimately reduced to despair, as he had to cope with the
slackness of the Government in Constantinople, which was always
delaying its answer, and also with the obstacles placed in his
way by the French.

Among the members of the Cabinet at this time was Osman
Nizami Pasha, the Minister of Public Works. Although most of
these questions concerned his Ministry, he was in the habit of
resting content with sending every matter on to the department
concerned, and then forwarding to the Sublime Porte the opinions
of the depatments on both the legd and utilitarian aspects  As
the general situation of the country required the Government to
make up its mind quickly, Osman Nizami Pashas bureaucratic
methods made him unpopular with the Cabinet and the party. As
the party had also decided to accept the programme of the
Committee of Union and Progress as soon as possible, it wanted
the Government to get rid of this man, who had no following in
the party and had opposed the reoccupation of Adrianople, a line
of action which revealed a lack of sound judgment.

Since my appointment as Military Governor of Constantinople
| had lost no opportunity of bringing about a rapprochement
between the French and the Turks. In view of the friendly rela-
tions which | had established with the French Embassy, and with
Frenchmen generally, my friends were convinced that if the
examination and solution of the problems of public works, were
entrusted to me the appointment would strongly recommend itself
to the French. They therefore warmly advocated my taking over
that Ministry.

As | knew then that | should have to hand over the 1st Corps,
which | was commanding, to General Liman von Sanders, and
that by entering the Cabinet | could possibly render my country
greater service, | complied with the request.
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As Osman Nizami Pasha had neglected to get the French affair
settled up quickly and the Government had not the time to wait
indefinitely, it was suggested to him that he should retire from his
office and send in his resignation. He at once adopted the
suggestion, and his Ministry was transferred to me for the interim.
A month after Osman Nizami Pasha resigned | definitely took over
the portfolio of Public Works.

The very first thing | did was to settle within a very short time
the various matters which had been put before the Ministry for
its examination and opinion and which the French had made a
sine qua non for the [oan. A solution of the difficulty, which even
the French would accept, was immediately laid before the Grand
Vizier's Department by the Ministry. Thanks to this action, the
efforts of Djavid Bey were at length crowned with success, and the
loan was granted.

THE ADALIA RAILWAYS.

During my term of office as Minister of Public Works | had a
little contretemps with the Italian Embassy over the Adalia Rail-
ways. Itiswell known that Italy had been in occupation since the
war in Tripoli of several of our islands, Rhodes, Stankoj, etc., and
had entered into an obligation to restore them to the Ottoman
Government. As the Balkan War intervened, however, the
Italians forgot to evacuate the islands, and defended their action
with the excuse that they wanted to prevent their occupation by
the Greeks. When the First Treaty of London ended the Balkan
War and we demanded the restoration of our islands by the
Italians they treated us to all sorts of pretexts. They alleged,
for instance, that Achmed el Sherif el Senussi was still proving
refractory, and, as he stiil had Turkish officers in his service, we
had not fulfilled our obligation. We proved to them by all kinds of
argument that their assertions were unfounded, that there was not
a single Turkish soldier in Tripolitana, and the Ottoman Govern-
ment was giving no assistance whatever to Sheik el Seid Achmed
el Sherif el Senussi. Therefore the Italians referred to public
opinion in Italy, and explained that if they restored these islands
to the Turks without getting something in the way of
compensation it would make a very bad impression.
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This course of action made us very angry. The question
cropped up again when | became Minister of Public Works. One
day the Marquis Garroni, the Italian Ambassador, came to me and
told me that Halladjan Effendi, a Turkish subject, and several
other persons acting in the name of a group of Italian capitalists
intended to ask me for the concession of a railway northwards
from Adalia and from Makri to Mughla. For the moment he
asked me to permit preliminary surveys for the railway to be carried
out and to grant Government protection to the engineers and
workmen to be employed. | told him in sharp terms that for the
time being the Government was not contemplating the construc-
tion of railways northward from Adalia or between Makri and
Mughla.

This peremptory answer was a very great surprise to the skilled
diplomat. " Making asurvey," he replied, " does not necessarily
mean building arailway. The first business is merely to find out
whether it is at all possible to construct such a railway. If the
result is satisfactory, the Ottoman Government can make up its
mind later on. Besides, we have a written undertaking of the
Government which empowers the Italians to make surveys. The
Ministry refusal is a matter for comment! "

When | replied to the Ambassador that there was no such under-
taking in the archives of the Ministry, he showed me a paper bear-
ing the signature of the Foreign Minister, Prince Said Halim
Pasha. But this document had no official value at all. | therefore
told the Ambassador once and for all that we refused.

Thereupon he said to me: " My dear Djemal Pasha, | don't
think it right of you to give me an answer of that kind in this very
complicated matter just at the moment when | am making every
effort to secure the restoration to Turkey of the islands in Italian
occupation. Y ou must know that public opinion in Italy attaches
very great importance to the question of the Adalia Railway. If
we could announce in our papers that the Italian engineers had
started on their surveys, public opinion would cease to make diffi-
culties for the Government in the question of the islands in view
of the fact that the Government had secured material advantages
as compensation for the sacrifice involved in the restoration of the
Dodecanese. In this way you would find yourselves in possession
of your islands once more! "
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| was now extremely angry, and replied: " You forget, Mr.
Ambassador, that a man who is returning the property of another
which he has only managed for him is not justified in demanding
compensation therefor. The Italian Government has to give us
back these islands in accordance with its obligations. | don't
understand how a nation can blame its Government and put diffi-
culties in its way because it fulfils an obligation it has expressly
entered into. What would Turkish public opinion think of our
Government if it saw that unhappy Turkey, after being the victim
of countless attacks for three or four years and losing 99 per cent,
of her European territory and the whole of her African colonies,
had now to give compensation for the recovery of her own islands
to which she had a claim by treaty? | am Minister of Public
Works, and it is my duty to secure to my country the execution of
works necessary to its prosperity in a manner dictated by require-
ments.  As regards enterprises which are to be undertaken by way
of political compensation, these have nothing to do with my depart-
ment, and must be discussed with the Foreign Office or the
Grand Vizier. As | entirely disagree with you on this matter,
| regret that | cannot give Your Excellency the answer you
desire.”

Subsequently | reported this conversation to Prince Said Halim
Pasha, Enver Pasha, who was then War Minister, and Talaat
Pasha, the Minister of the Interior. They all agreed with me.
The next day a number of journalists, who had got wind of the
affair somehow or other, came to ask me for an interview. | sent
for Yonus Nadi, the editor of the Tasfir-Efkier, and granted him
an interview.

The very decided article which then appeared under the title
" Neither Compensation nor Concessions " was received every-
where with enormous pleasure and satisfaction, and my friends
congratulated me on my clear and categorical declarations. How-
ever, on the very day the article appeared the Marquis Garroni,
who was very excited about it, requested an audience of the Grand
Vizier. Hecomplained bitterly about me, and said that this article
would make avery bad impression in Italy.

There was a Ministerial Council that day. When | entered the
Grand Vizier's Palace | saw that the Grand Vizier was very upset.
Talaat was present. Prince Said Pasha received me, and said in a
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very imperious voice: " Pasha, so you have been talking to
journalists about the Adalia Railway? "

"Yes," | answered, " And why not? Have | said anything
that is contrary to the truth? "

"' No! Butl don't think you had any authority to do so."

" Will Your Highness allow me to say that that is a mistake?
A Minister has the right to make announcements to the Press when
he thinks it advisable about any question which concerns his depart-
ment, particularly when no State secrets are involved and the
general policy of the Government is not imperilled. The question
put to me by the editor was this: ' Does the Government intend
to give the Italians compensation in the shape of a concession to
construct the Adalia Railway in order to secure the restoration of
the "Egean Islands? ' | replied: ' No! ' Is not my statement
true ? Is the Government of which Y our Highness is the head of
a contrary opinion? Not so far as | know. That being so, the
Ambassador has no right to complain.”

To this reply the Prince had not a word more to say. | don't
think he has ever forgiven me for making that declaration to the
journalists, whom he cannot endure.

A few days after this incident the English Ambassador, Sir
Lewis Mallet, came to me at the Ministry and told me he had
heard that the Ottoman Government was about to grant the
Italians a concession for the Adalia Railway, and that such action
would be an encroachment upon the rights of the English Aidin
Railway Company.

| had enquiries made and, as a matter of fact, the English com-
pany had received, with the right to extend its lines to Burdur and
Sparta and start a service of steamers on Lake Beyschir, a formal
assurance that no other line to the Mediterranean would be built
within a radius of | don't how many kilometres south of that
stretch. Its profit-earning power would thus be guaranteed.

When | informed his Highness Said Halim Pasha accordingly
he told me that he was very satisfied that | had made no agreement
with the Italians.

Ultimately | found another way of arriving at an understanding
with the Italian Ambassador. | told him | would send an official
technical commission of railway engineers, who should ascertain
definitely whether it was oossible or impossible to construct rail-
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ways from Adalia and Makri into the interior. The Ambassador
pretended he was satisfied with that, although, in fact, he was
anything but satisfied.

Another affair which | settled during my period of office in
the Ministry of Public Works was the composition of the numerous
differences which had arisen between the Road Construction Com-
pany and the Technical Commission of the Ministry. Instead of
getting to work like reasonable beings and thus settling the
problem, both parties endeavoured to refute the arguments of the
other with an obstinacy which aroused the greatest mistrust on
both sides.  After getting Burhaneddin Bey, the Director of
Railways and Transport, to agree with Monsieur Chublier, the
Director of Roads, | went into all the questions myself and secured
their speedy settlement.

In February, 1914, | took over the Admiralty by way of
exchange with Tchuruk Sulon Mahmud Pasha
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CHAPTERIII.
AT THE ADMIRALTY.

MY APPOINTMENT AS MINISTER.

WHEN Enver Pasha was appointed Minister of War he occupied
himself with the reorganisation of the army, and his first act was
to make changes in all the higher posts. He transferred all
Generals to the Peace Establishment, and also all higher officers,
and such other officers as had no military merit beyond wearing
the epaulets. He made Colonels, Army Commanders; Lieu-
tenant-Colonels, Divisional Commanders; Majors, Regimental
Commanders; and Captains, Battalion Commanders. On the
advice of the reorganisation mission he undertook a thorough
reform of the different sections of the Ministry of War, and put
German officers in charge of most of them; he also began to pre-
pare the mobilisation plans of the army.

No effort was spared. Extraordinary care was taken with the
theoretical and practical training of the army, and after a month
or two we could already see that a new spirit inspired every part
of it.

While these extremely far-reaching changes were being made
in the army, no changes could be observed in the internal routine
of the navy. The Naval Minister, Tchuruk Sulon Mahmud Pasha,
although an extremely honest and able man, did not possess the
courage required to press through fundamental reforms, and paid
not the slightest attention to those members of the Cabinet who
advised him to follow Enver Pasha's example.

Theje was not the slightest hurry to press on the construction
of the dreadnought Sultan Osman which had been bought in

Brazil; there was delay on delay in the building of the
83 F2
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Reschadieh. The necessary efforts were not made to repair
the damage which our ships had suffered in the Balkan War; the
proposals of the chief of the English Naval Mission with regard
to the organisation of the Ministerial department, as well as the
Corps of Officers, were not dealt with, under the excuse that they
must be examined by the Naval Council. The Government's view
was that, as a war with the Greeks was inevitable within a very
short time, it was urgently necessary to proceed with the reor-
ganisation and training of our fleet, in fact even more necessary
than in the case of the army. For that reason the Grand Vizier,
Enver Pasha and Talaat Bey proposed to Tchuruk Sulon Mahmud
Pasha that he should exchange with me. He adopted the sugges-
tion, and as aresult of that decision | took over the post of Naval
Minister.

THE REORGANISATION OF THE ADMIRALTY DEPARTMENTS.

My first business on taking over the Admiralty was along con-
ference with Admiral Limpus, the Chief of the English Naval Mis-
sion. | asked him to give me a copy of all the proposals he had
ever made and to point out the most important of them. | also
made the Director of the Archives collect all the reports on the
general reorganisation of our Navy which had been sent in by
Admirals Limpus, Williams and Gamble, and which were to be
found in the Naval Council and the various sections. | made it
my personal business to'go through them. Admiral Limpus'
main proposal was that the departments of the Admiralty should
be reorganised, and | entirely agreed with him on that point. Both
Admiral Limpus and the two other English Admiralswho had been
his predecessors complained about the Naval Council. They laid
stress on the fact that the heads of the departments, who were
reluctant to take any sort of responsibility in important depart-
mental affairs, were always shifting it on to the Naval Council,
which did not meet for months at a time, and even when it did
meet it was so alarmed at the accumulation of matters that it con-
tented itself with examining a few files and then adjourned again
and left the most important questions lying in the document box.
In that way the departmental heads shelved their responsibility.

| therefore made up my mind to abolish the Naval Council at
once.
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The office of which Admiral Limpus complained the most
bitterly was that of the Naval Under-Secretary of State. The
English Admiral regarded Rustem Pasha, the Under-Secretary of
State, as one of the most obstinate opponents of the reorganisation
of the Ottoman Navy.

He told me that even when he had won over the various depart-
mental heads to his, views they always came to entirely opposite
conclusions after speaking to Rustem Pasha, and explained that
they could not act contrary to his orders. But the Admiral's
greatest grievance was against the Fourth Section, and the
directors of the Accounts and Audit Departments. Until
these departments, which clung slavishly to the most anti-
quated bureaucratic traditions, were reformed from top to
bottom, there was no chance of getting anything done at the
Admiralty.

After this verbal enquiry | made myself thoroughly familiar
with the carefully elaborated scheme for the reforms to be intro-
duced into the Ministry which had been drawn up by Admiral
Limpus and Admiral Gamble. Acting on the suggestions con-
tained in this scheme, and supplementing it with my own proposals,
| began the preparation of reorganisation regulations. The
Under-Secretariat, as well as the Naval Council, were to be
abolished. The Admiralty was to consist of four departments in
addition to a Medical Inspectorate and an Accounts Department.
The head of Department 1 was to have the title of a Chief of the
Naval General Staff. Each head of a section was to settle all
guestions relating to his department, and on his own responsibility
lay his decisions before the Minister for his approval. In matters
which might affect other departments, though primarily concerning
one particular department, it was the duty of the departmental
head to arrive at a decision in concert with the other departments.
Al departmental heads were also under a duty to keep the Chief of
the Naval General Staff fully informed as to all matters affecting
their sections.

The Chief of the Naval General Staff was responsible for the
reorganisation of the Fleet, its preparedness for war, the instruc-
tion and training of the Corps of Officers, and even the production
and management of war material, and he had the right to all neces-
sary information, either verbal or written, from the competent
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authorities, and to acquaint them with the views of the Naval
General Staff.

When the reorganisation scheme was in draft and took practical
shape (having regard to the changes which experience dictated), |
considered it advisable to embody it in a temporary ordnance.
Lastly, | got rid of the Under-Secretary of State, Rustem Pasha,
two other admirals, Faik Pasha, the Medical Inspector, and a few
captains, commanders and lieutenant-commanders.

Admiral Limpus was very pleased with these decisive steps and
told me he was sure that he would now undoubtedly be able to make
swift and satisfactory progress with his work at the Admiralty.

In accordance with the reorganisation ordnance, | divided the
harbours, which had hitherto been under the control of the Admiral
Commanding Constantinople Harbour, into six zones, and for the
first time established Naval Prefectures at Samsun, Stambul,
Smyrna and Eeirut. | put the Red Sea ports under the command
of the Commodore of the Red Sea, and the ports of Bagra and the
Euphrates and Tigris under the command of the Commodore of the
Gulf of Basra. My object in establishing these naval prefectures
was to try and put a stop to smuggling on the Ottoman coasts by
setting up a coastguard service and to keep the harbour captains
under close and continuous control. Hitherto they had had prac-
tically no sort of supervision. For that reason | assigned the gun-
boats we had just received from France, and the older gunboats
we already possessed, for service on the coasts of the Black Sea,
the Mediterranean, Syria and the Red Sea. | put them under the
orders of the Naval Prefects.

If the World War had not broken out five months after | went
to the Admiralty the authorities administering indirect taxes, State
monopolies and the national debt would have derived great profit
from these measures and smuggling would have been more or less
suppressed.

As my naval prefects | selected the most active of the senior
naval officers and impressed on them the necessity of thorough and
continuous inspection. Their reports enabled me to decide which
of the captains it was advisable to remove from their posts and also
revealed to me the deplorable condition of the ships in the
provinces.

To take the place of the harbour captains whom | put on the
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general list | appointed officers who enjoyed a good name and a
reputation for efficiency, but who had not been as successful as was
desired in their service with the fleet.

| intended to divide all naval officersinto three categories. The
first was to consist of officers who could serve in the fleet; the
second comprised officers who were to go to ships engaged in
coastal protection, and the third was to be composed of officers on
harbour duties. The officers were to interchange frequently within
their own categories, and those of the first category, for example,
who were not fitted to remain in it were transferred to the second,
officers of the second to the third. Officers in the third category
who proved inefficient were to be retired altogether.

Unfortunately the World War prevented me from carrying out
thisplaninitsentirety.

Let me give a few examples.

The first was during the first weeks of my period of office at
the Admiralty. | had ordered the departure of a gunboat and
myself fixed the exact date and hour. It was a ship which it had
been arranged in Mahmud Pasha's time should be placed at the
disposal of the Commodore of the Red Sea.  On the evening
before the ship was to leave | went with Admiral Limpus on board
the gunboat, which was lying off Tophane roads. | asked the
Admiral to conduct the inspection himself and to tell me without
hesitation whether everything was really in order in view of the
long cruise ahead.

The Admiral told me that, apart from a few details, the ship
could be regarded as equipped for the journey.

| "asked the commander whether he had sufficient stores on
board, whether the men were provided with summer uniforms, and
if they had money. My enquiries led me to the conclusion that the
clothing and stores needed supplementing to a certain extent. |
regarded it as essential that the ship's chest should have a supply of
money for three months so that the officers would not have money
difficulties on theway. | told the commander to send his second in
command and his paymaster to the Ministry so that the deficiencies
could be made good during the night and he could start at the
appointed time next morning. | returned to the Ministry myself,
had the depots opened in the night, made them disgorge food and
summer clothing, and, notwithstanding the objections of the
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accounts officials, ordered them to pay out to the ship a sum on
account.

Next morning the moment | arrived at the Ministry | enquired
whether the gunboat had left. To my intense astonishment |
learned that she had not yet lifted anchor. | had the commander
fetched at once and asked him why he had not gone.

" Effendim,” he replied, " my second in command and pay-
master have not yet returned on board, and | thought | dare not
leave without them! "

Without a moment's hesitation | put that commander on the
half-pay list and appointed someone else in his place. 1 placed the
second in command on the general list and compelled the paymaster
to go with the ship, though he had promised himself that he would
not go to the Red Sea.

ANOTHER EXAMPLE.

It was a festival day before the outbreak of the World War. |
desired to review the officers and crews of the Fleet, and had given
orders that they were all to be present at a certain hour on the
sguare in front of the Admiralty building. The weather was wet
on the morning of the day in question. However, | appeared in
full dress on the review ground at the hour fixed. The men were
not there.

As | was leaving my car the Commander-in-Chief of the Fleet,
Tahir Bey, and several of his officers came out of the office of the
Commodore of the Golden Horn. When | asked him why the fleet
was not assembled he answered:

" | thought, Effendim, that in view of the wet weather, you
would certainly not come, and so | have not brought the men to save
them from getting wet unnecessarily."

| gave Tahir Bey three days' arrest for being afraid of getting
wet and a week later he was made to retire.

ANOTHER CASE.

Duringtheyear 19161 had to visit Constantinople in connection
with various matters affecting the Fourth Army. It had been
proved beyond doubt that a naval officer had been guilty of more
than one fraud. Unfortunately, it was at this time that the moral
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of the army, no less than that of the navy, had begun to sink, and |
was determined to make an example. | handed the officer over to
the court martial with a request that judgment should be given as
soon as possible.

In spite of the accumulation of evidence, the court martial
acquitted him, although, in my judgment, and in that of all his
superiors, there could not be the slightest doubt about his fraudu-
lent dealings. Of course | had to respect the verdict of the court
martial, but | put the officer on the retired list all the same.

| put Ismail Bey (the president of the court martial) and some of
its members on the half-pay list on the ground that they had
revealed a lack of judgment and discrimination in questions of
military honour.

ONE LAST EXAMPLE.

I had returned to Constantinople after sending home the com-
manders of the Fourth Army. The peace with Russia had been
signed and shipping had been resumed in the Black Sea. It was
considered necessary to prepare for sea the Reschid Pasha, which
had previously served as a depot for men undergoing a course of
instruction on the Yazwus. After difficulties innumerable |
managed to get the ship from the Commander-in-Chief of the Fleet
and have her brought into the inner harbour. Next morning the
Under-Secretary of State, Wassif Pasha, came to me with the
report that the Reschid Pasha, which had only just been thoroughly
repaired, was in a deplorable condition, and that if an end was not
put to the neglects and omissions of the captains and commanders,
the collapse of the navy would be inevitable before long. There-
upon | summoned the President of the Third Department, who
confirmed this news. | then ordered Ramzi Pasha, the Commo-
dore of the Golden Horn, to go on board the Reschid Pasha, pre-
pare areport on the condition of the ship, and give me the names of
those members of the ship's company who were responsible for
this state of affairs.

The next day he presented his report, which proved beyond
doubt the responsibility of the captain and his second in command.
| at once went on board myself, accompanied by Wassif Pasha and
Hamid Bey.

| ascertained from my own observation that the men had drawn
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and scribbled obscene tilings upon the doors of the officers' cabins,
that the officers had permitted this, and that the ship's beautiful
wardroom was in an indescribable state.

| immediately ordered the dismissal from the service of the
captain and fourteen days' imprisonment for the second in com-
mand, and | circulated the information that if such a thing ever
occurred on any ship again the captain and commander would be
dismissed the service at once.

Although Captain Hakki, who was expecting the reversion to
the post of commander of the Yazwus, was a very honest, clever,
and educated officer, he was lacking in practical experience at sea
| think he did not fully realise that a commander is responsible for
everything and everyone on board his ship.

Amongour naval officerstheview prevailed, awholly erroneous
view, that the commander alone "as responsible for cleanliness,
discipline, and so forth on board ship. In acertain sense that view
was right. But in any case the commander is responsible only to
his captain, and the captain in turn is responsible to the Squadron
Commander or the Commander-in-Chief of the Fleet. Many of our
naval officers had not grasped that if ultimate responsibility is not
concentrated in the captain, there is no means of assuring unity of
command on board. Severa short-sighted people have alleged
that the real reason for Captain Hakki's dismissal was that he was
on good terms with the German officers. A more ridiculous
hypothesis is hard to imagine. To ascribe such a motive to me is
absolutely absurd, as | was one of the warmest advocates of
discipline and a good understanding between the Turkish and
German personnel.

| often acted in a similar fashion when | wished to raise the
moral standard of our naval officers. | shall deal with this matter
fully when 1 get back home, and shall be able to resort to the
archives, so that | can complete my memoirs with special reference
to the period of my activitiesas Naval Minister.

ACCELERATING THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE " SULTAN OSMAN " AND THE
" RESCHADIEH." RECONSTRUCTION OF THE FACTORIES AND HARBOURS.
ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ARSENAL AT ISMID. ORDERS FOR WAR VESSELS.

Immediately after | took over my duties at the Admiralty | had
our ships like the Barbaros, Turghud, and Messadieh thoroughly
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overhauled and repairs were put in hand at once so far as our poor
resourceswould allow. | inspected the work of restoration almost
daily, and | made it my special business to remove all obstacles
from the path. My main purpose was to get the Sultan Osman,
the construction of which in England was almost finished, into the
Sea of Marmora and to fix a definite time for the delivery of the
battleship Reschadieh, which had been ordered even before the
war with Italy and the building of which had suffered one delay
after another.

For six months and more the departments concerned had not
been able to give satisfactory answers to Wassif Bey and Reuf Bey,
who had demanded certain alterations in the Sultan Osman and
Reschadieh, As | wanted to know for myself the true state of
affairs | ordered Reuf Bey and Wassif Bey, who were in London,
to come to Constantinople. From the departments involved |
collected the documents they had sent in. | made all the experts
cometo the Ministry, and after consultation with Admiral Limpus
| gave each of them the instructions they required. | wrote aletter
to the yards asking them to give me afinal date for the delivery ot
the Sultan Osman and. Reschadieh.

As Reuf Bey had reported to me that part of the crew of the
Sultan Osman ought to go on board at once in order to familiarise
themselves with the complicated technique of the instruments, |
immediately made a selection of certain petty officers and men
and sent them to England on the Reschid Pasha, under the com-
mand of Captain Ismail, the Commodore of the Golden Horn.

| asked Reuf Bey and Wassif Bey to refrain from demanding
further changes in these ships every day, so that the yards could
at last deliver them on the date appointed, and then sent both
officers back to London.

During Mahmud Pasha's term of office negotiations had been
opened with the firms of Armstrong and Vickers for the modern-
ising of the arsenal at the Golden Horn and the establishment of
an arsenal (on the most modern lines) and floating docks in the
Gulf of Ismid. The plans for these had already been prepared.

In view of the high importance of this matter | decided to
get the question definitely settled, and asked the two companies to
send their representatives to London. Thus Mr. Vincent Caillard,
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member of the Administrative Board, and two directors of Arm-
strong and Vickers came to the capital. The Stambul lawyer,
Count Ostrorog, was appointed legal adviser to the companies,
and Deputy Halladjian Effendi legal adviser to the Naval Ministry.

After numerous meetings, at which our legal advisers were
also present, the terms of the contract were definitely drawn up.
Though | must admit that this contract had its drawbacks, | had
at any rate the great pleasure of knowing that within a short time
we should find ourselves in possession of an arsenal, building
yards, harbours and factories of the latest pattern.

From my earliest days | have had one principle—when the
Government had once come to a final decision in a matter | made
it my business to see that it was carried out without dilatoriness or
delay.

After the conclusion of the agreement with Armstrong and
Vickers the development of the Golden Horn Arsenal was to be
entrusted to a committee 'consisting of representatives of the
Naval Ministry and the companies, and an English Director-
General was put in charge of it. People may say what they like,
but, personally, | am entirely convinced that it would have been
of the greatest advantage to the country if this scheme had been
thoroughly and carefully carried out. The probity of the
Director-General who was appointed, the ability and efficiency he
always displayed filled me with a great sense of satisfaction. We
were entirely in agreement as regards the provisional plans (for
the improvement of the factories and docks) which he drew up a
short time after his arrival in Constantinople. | will give one
example of his integrity.

According to the contract with the companies the Government
was bound to produce the capital which was required for the con-
struction of the new arsenal in the Gulf of Ismid.

After two months' investigation the Director-General said to
me:

" The position of the arsenal at the Golden Horn is so excep-
tionally good that | see no reason whatever to transfer the arsenals
of the Ottoman Navy to Ismid. If the existing buildings are con-
verted into modern works and certain improvements made in the
locks it will be possible to build even the largest dreadnoughts in
the Golden Horn arsenal within four years at the latest. | there-
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fore think it would be advisable to abandon the establishment of
the Ismid arsenal and concentrate all our efforts on the transforma-
tion of the Golden Horn arsenal. We can do that with arelatively
small outlay. | promise you Fil bring the companies round to
this point of view."

Unfortunately, at the beginning of the World War our papers
published a lying report taken from the German Press. The
report was to the effect that at the time the repairs to our ships
were carried out the Director-General, acting on the orders of the
English Naval Mission, had removed the most important parts,
and thus rendered our ships unseaworthy. When this report
appeared | was at the 4th Army Headquarters. As it was abso-
lutely contrary to the truth (for the English Naval Mission and
the engineers of the company who had undertaken to organise and
modernise our arsenals had applied themselves to their work with
the greatest devotion up to the day they left our service), | asked
Enver Pasha to issue a dementi in the name of the Ministry, as he
was temporarily in charge of naval affairs at the time.

| do not yet know whether this dementi has been published or
not. Unhappily the lying report spread with amazing rapidity,
and from my perusal of many papers | saw that it had given rise to
a whole series of attacks on ourselves and the Germans.

| think I am under a moral obligation to affirm here once more
that the officers of the English Naval Mission, under Admiral
Limpus' command, and the English engineers and workmen to
whom was entrusted the reorganisation of the Golden Horn
arsenal, did their duty with absolute honesty. | had such confi-
dence in their honesty that | had commissioned them to fix the
torpedo lines in the Dardanelles and the Red Sea, and entrusted
them with the task of ascertaining the best minefields and the best
method of mine-laying. | had attached a torpedo-boat officer d, le
suite of Admiral Limpus and aTurkish officer.

The first torpedo lines in the Dardanelles were actually laid in
accordance with that plan.

As | desire that this book shall contribute in every way to make
known the truth, I think | ought to relate the following incident.

At a time when it was becoming more and more probable that
the Straits would be closed, Admiral Limpus came to me one day
and said:
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" If you think you'l | have to close the Straits with mines, 1've
a proposal to make to you. You can lay as many mines as you
like in the Dardanelles, but you should leave the Bosphorus open.
What you want to do is to distribute buoys to make it look as if
mines had been laid and inform all shipping that, owing to the
Bosphorus being closed by mines, it is forbidden to attempt to
pass through it without a pilot. Not knowing that in fact no
mines have been laid, the Russians will certainly not venture to
force the Straits. The Germans adopted that course in the year
1870. They announced that they had laid mines along the North
Sea coast, though in fact they hadn't laid a single one. The
announcement made the French fleet afraid and kept them away
from the coast. But if you strew mines in the narrows of the
Black Sea, one of them may break from its moorings in the very
strong current and come down into the Golden Horn, and if it is
unlucky enough to hit a trading or passenger vessel and there is a
catastrophe, you will have incurred an enormous responsibility in
the eyes of public opinion throughout Europe."

| thanked the Admiral for his warning, but told him that one
could not always rely on the success of such a stratagem, and the
Bosphorus was not to be compared with the North Sea coast, for,
if the enemy fleet ever got wind of the real situation and forced
the Straits, the result would be irremediable harm to us.

I will not discuss here whether the Admiral's proposal was
inspired by any consideration of the political situation at the
moment or whether he was giving his real professional opinion,
but in view of my confidence in the Admiral's probity and the fact
that he did not make the same suggestion with regard to the
Dardanelles (where the English fleet was in particularly great
strength), | am inclined to believe that the advice was dictated
solely by technical considerations.

The order for a dreadnought of the latest design and two light
cruisers, six destroyers and two submarines formed the second
part of our negotiations with the directors of Armstrong and
Vickers, who had come to Constantinople.

The agreements containing all the requirements of our tech-
nical experts and those of Admiral Limpus were drawn up by the
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companies. They were now signed by both parties, and the con-
tracts distributed accordingly. The ammunition for our older
units, troop manoeuvres and exercises, and war itself was also
ordered. The dreadnought was given the name of Fatih, and
Commander Hamdy Bey was commissioned to supervise its con-
struction. The dates for the high-speed trials and gunnery tests
of the Sultan Osman had been finally fixed.

In view of all this activity, it will at once be admitted that our
one object in life was to make our fleet superior to the Greek fleet

at the first possible moment. | did everything conceivable to
remove all obstacles and prevent any delay in the realisation of
this project.

About this time the French manifested a desire to build ships
for us. After discussion with the representatives of the
Mediterranean Ironworks and Dock Company, whom | had
invited to Constantinople, six destroyers were ordered from their
yards. A contract for two submarines was also placed with
Creusot.

The battleship Fatih was to be ready in twenty-two months, and
the other units which had been ordered in England and France
were to be constructed in approximately the same period. The
dreadnought Sultan Osman was to be delivered by the end of
July, 1914, and the Reschadieh by the beginning of 1915. In 1916
we should thus have been in possession of a new fleet of three
dreadnoughts, two light cruisers, twelve destroyers and four
submarines, as well as a second fleet consisting of our old
units, and the combined fleets would have been superior to the
Greek fleet.

In close co-operation with Admiral Limpus we had drawn up a
very comprehensive programme of training and exercises for the
education of the crews who were to man the ships, but our main
concern was to proceed with the improvement of our old units in
order to prepare them for sea as soon as possible.

This was the first business of the English Director-General, who
had just taken up his duties. At last, on July 22nd, 1914, | saw
oi*r fleet, comprising the Messudieh, Barbaros, Turghud, and
our old destroyers and torpedo-boats, |eave the quays of the Golden
Horn. | sent them out to the islands where they were to begin
their fleet exercises under the command of Admiral Limpus.
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Our tireless activities gave the Greeks food for thought. They
set about strengthening their fleet, and ordered from France a
dreadnought, which was to be delivered within two years, six
torpedo-boats, and also six new torpedo-boats from German yards.
The construction of these ships meant no danger to us, for the
reason that the Qultcm Osman arrived in Constantinople at the end
of August, so that we had already secured superiority over the
Greek fleet. Five or six months later the arrival of the Reschadieh
would increase that superiority, and we were all the more sure of
our advantage, because the Fatih would balance the Greek dread-
nought ordered in France. The Greeks themselves realised the
situation only too well, and did everything they possibly could to
prevent the arrival of the SQultan Osman in Stambul.

After the Goeben came in the middle of May, 1914, the English
sent the Commander-in-Chief of the Mediterranean fleet, Admiral
de Robeck, to present his respects to His Majesty. He came on
the Invincible.  Either during his official visit to the Admiralty or
in one of the various conferences we had together the Admiral
asked me what steps we had taken to secure the safe arrival of
the Sultan Osman in Constantinople.

" The Greeks are terribly frightened of the arrival of the Sultan
Osman in Turkish waters/' he told me, " and they are doing
everything they possibly can to protect themselves against this
danger. According to my information, if their agent failed to
destroy the ship before its last trials in England they are deter-
mined to send a submarine to sink it on its way through the Straits
of Gibraltar, and if this last method fails they will attack it with
their whole fleet immediately it reaches Greek waters. Y ou can't
be careful enough if you want to get your ship."

To-day | think | must assume that the object of the Admiral in
pressing this advice upon me was to frighten me into giving up
the idea of allowing the Sdtan Osman to come to Constantinople
before the Reschadieh was ready, but at the time | thought that
the Admiral gave me this advice out of friendliness, and was point-
ing out the greatness of the peril so that | could take all necessary
measures to avert it.

According to the reports which | received from my agents in
England and Greece, apart from the Admiral's advice, it certainly
seemed necessary to take the most elaborate precautionary
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measures to secure the safety of the Sultan Osman during her
voyage from England to Constantinople.

After | had discussed this matter with Admiral Limpus it was
decided that at the beginning of August our fleet should cruise
into the Mediterranean and meet the Sultan Osman on the latitude
of Crete.

During my visit to France for the French naval manoeuvres |
summoned Reuf Bey, who was in England, to Paris, and gave him
personally secret orders which the Admiral had drawn up in his
capacity as Commander-in-Chief of the fleet. These orders
described the route to be taken by the Sultan Osman on its way
through the Straits of Gibraltar and the rendezvous where it was
to meet our fleet.

Unfortunately the English Government laid hands on our
dreadnought on July 21, and fate willed that our flag should never
fly on that magnificent vessel.

THE ATTEMPT AT A FRANCO-TURKISH RAPPROCHEMENT.

I have already briefly explained that as a result of the Balkan
War the Committee of Unity and Progress adopted the principle
that the old passive policy must be abandoned in favour of an
active foreign and domestic policy. Their reason was that it had
become clear that this was the only way of saving Turkey from the
complications which threatened on every side, building up her
strength and giving her her true place among the nations.

It seems to me necessary to enumerate once more the essential
features of that active policy which drove the Government into the
World War.

From the point of view of domestic politics, the most i mportant
question was to determine the rights of the minority, to use a
current phrase, and to bring about an amicable understanding
between them and the majority. As | have already carefully
explained, a modus vivendi with the Arabs had already been found,
and if it did not completely satisfy all the Arabian politicians, there
was no doubt that the great mass of Arab Mohammedans,
who were heart and soul in the cause of Islam, regarded it as
adequate.

The racial problem had been finally settled so far as the
G
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Bulgarians were concerned, and not a single Bulgarian was to be
found within the frontiers of the Turkish Empire.

On the other hand, the Greeks, who had childishly given their
King the name of Constantine XI1I., and hoped to revive the
Byzantine Empire, left usin no kind of doubt that afinal reckoning
with them was a matter of the immediate future. It therefore seems
necessary to take precautionary measures at once, so that in that
eventuality we should not be at the mercy of Greek treachery within
our own borders.

We therefore began to proceed with the exchange of the Greek
population of the vilayet of Idin for the Mohammedans of Mace-
donia and other regions, and to take in hand the organisation and
increase of our army and navy. We also tried to make agreements
with foreign Powers.

But the most important domestic problem was the Armenian. |
wish | could convince my readers by all the proofs available to me
that it was the Armenian question, above all others, which the
Committee of Unity and Progress desired to solve in a way which
would satisfy and benefit the Armenians. | can produce those
proofs, and also recount the causes which prevented our success,
but it seems to me better to deal with this extremely important
matter in a special chapter.

Whenever an Armenian question cropped up in Turkey there was
aways a Russian question behind it. At the meeting” of the Jenikoi
Commission (which was composed of the First Dragomans of the
Great Powers), which had to decide on the form and nature of the
reform to be introduced in Armenia, the Russian First Dragoman
always put forward a maximum programme, while the German
First Dragoman advocated a minimum programme. The First
Dragomans of England and France, on the one side, and Austria
and Italy on the other, played the mediator. After several meetings
the commission failed to reach afinal decision, and laid a minimum
and maximum programme before their Embassies. Subsequently
the discussion was continued at the Sublime Porte between the
German and Russian Ambassadors and the Grand Vizier, while the
other Ambassadors withdrew from active participation in the
affair, explaining that they would accept any decision ultimately
reached by the two Ambassadors representing the extreme points
of view.
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This business proves quite clearly that if we were to be safe
against Russia we had no other resource but to win the sympathy
of France and England, and particularly of public opinion in those
two countries. We never dreamed of a general European war,
and still less that Germany would declare war on Russia on our
behalf. What we said to ourselves was this: " What has Germany
been doing to allow our closest ally to rob us of all our illusions
by annexing Bosnia and Herzegovina a few days after the pro-
mulgation of our constitution? Is not Italy, which has suddenly
attacked Tripoli, an ally of Germany, though apparently none too
loyal an ally? Did not Italy declare that she was only acting as
Austria-Hungary had acted? The Germans want to exploit us
economically, and will stop at nothing to prevent their interests
being menaced. The only purpose of their intervention in the
matter of the Armenian reforms is to prevent Russian influence
extending beyond the Bagdad railway. Otherwise it would never
occur to the Germans to aid us if danger threatened.”

Such were the ideas in our minds. Besides, at the time when
we were devoting our attention to getting the money needed for
Turkey's development and progress, had not Germany roundly
declared that they could not help us in this matter, and that our
only chance was to remain on good terms with France and keep
open the door through which we could get money from the Paris
Bourse ?

In these circumstances we were determined to cultivate the
best relations, primarily with the French, but also with the English,
and to convince them beyond any possible doubt that our only
desire was to introduce serious reforms at home and assure our-
selves of their protection against a Russian attack.

We were extremely anxious that the negotiations of the
Foreign Ministry and Hakki Pasha should lead to afinal solution
of the various questions at issue between the English and our-
selves. We had delimited the Turkish and English zones of
influence in the Gulf of Basra and in the southern part of the
Arabian peninsula, and we had also solved the problem of Aden
in away which satisfied the English.

We had not opposed the English demands in the question of
the extension of the Bagdad Railway to Basra, nor in the matter
of shipping routes on the Euphrates and Tigris. We gave English
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We strengthened all our private ties and endeavoured to remove
English prejudices with regard to the Turks in the hope of finding
some means of bringing England back to her former views,
England, which had always shown herself disposed to support and
strengthen Turkey, but had revolutionised her traditional policy
as a result of her understanding with Russia. Apart from our
efforts in Constantinople to get on friendly terms with the
Ambassador, the staff of the Embassy and a number of other
Englishmen, we neglected no opportunity of trying to establish
good relations with gentlemen like Sir Thomas Barclay, one of
the strongest opponents of the Anglo-Russian understanding, and
an advocate of an Anglo-Turkish association, and other important
Englishmen.

The Government in general and its individual members worked
tirelessly, both officially and in private, to strengthen the bonds
of friendship with the English, and also let no opportunity slip
of bringing about a rapprochement with France.

The reorganisation of our gendarmerie had long been com-
mitted to the French General Baumann. His powers were
continually being extended, and with aview to pleasing the French
he was also asked to reorganise the gendarmerie of the Lebanon,
which had hitherto held a special position.

As the construction of the roads of the Ottoman Empire had
been entrusted to a French company, the Ministry of Public Works
engaged a number of French engineers. Their pay was to be
increased.

For the purpose of putting our financial house in order, we
conferred wide powers on the financial reform committee we had
accepted a short time before, and did everything in our power to
ensure that no finance bill should be laid before the Chamber of
Deputies until it had been approved by this commission.

With a view to keeping our finance officials under continuous
control and encouraging their sense of duty and responsibility
we appointed a Frenchman, Monsieur Joly, Inspector-General of
Finance, and gave him a number of French officials to assist
him.

At that time the desire to win the friendship of England and
France was so strong that we should not have hesitated even to
entrust the organisation of our army to a French mission if
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companies the concessions for petroleum in Mesopotamia, for the
extension of the Aidin Railway, the construction of several new
sections and the development of the harbours of Trebizond and
Samsun. As | have said before, we had called in an English
Inspector-General and several English inspectors to reform the
Ministry of the Interior and the organisation of the Civil Service.
Mr. Graves, who had been in Turkey for along time, was selected
for the post of Inspector-General. The reorganisation of our
customs system was entrusted to Sir Richard Crawford, and we
had decided to appoint a number of English inspectors for our
customs offices.

We had considerably enlarged the powers of the English naval
mission which we had called in for the reorganisation of our navy,
and we now began to enjoy the fruits of its labours. Sir Louis
Mallet, the English ambassador, with whom | was on the best
of terms, told me how grateful the Admiral was to me, and that
he was rapidly coming to the conclusion that the Turkish navy
had a future.

We had handed over the reorganisation of our arsenals to
English companies, the administrative committee of which was
under the chairmanship of gentlemen like Sir Adam Block, long
known as an advocate of Anglo-Turkish friendship. Sir Adam
Block often told me how grateful he was that the agreement
between the companies and the Turkish Admiralty had been
observed so meticulously, and that the matter was now on areally
sound footing.

Unfortunately, owing to Russian opposition, England declined
our proposal that we should call in English officials to administer
the vilayets inhabited by Armenians.

As we attributed the unpopularity of our political party in
England to the intrigues of the First Dragoman, FitzMaurice,
and the Military Attache, Tyrrel, in the days of Ambassador Sir
Gerald Lowther, Prince Said Pasha at once asked the new English
Ambassador, Sir Louis Mallet, to transfer these gentlemen from
Constantinople. The Ambassador promised that it should be done
immediately, and both of them left our country amonth or so later.
Henceforth we had most active and amicable relations with Sir
Louis Mallet, who was a particularly fineman, thoroughly honest,
and very kind.
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We strengthened all our private ties and endeavoured to remove
English prejudices with regard to thef Turks in the hope of finding
some means of bringing England back to her former views,
England, which had always shown herself disposed to support and
strengthen Turkey, but had revolutionised her traditional policy
as a result of her understanding with Russia. Apart from our
efforts in Constantinople to get on friendly terms with the
Ambassador, the staff of the Embassy and a number of other
Englishmen, we neglected no opportunity of trying to establish
good relations with gentlemen like Sir Thomas Barclay, one of
the strongest opponents of the Anglo-Russian understanding, and
an advocate of an Anglo-Turkish association, and other important
Englishmen.

The Government in general and its individual members worked
tirelessly, both officially and in private, to strengthen the bonds
of friendship with the English, and also let no opportunity slip
of bringing about a rapprochement with France.

The reorganisation of our gendarmerie had long been com-
mitted to the French General Baumann. His powers were
continually being extended, and with aview to pleasing the French
he was also asked to reorganise the gendarmerie of the Lebanon,
which had hitherto held a special position.

As the construction of the roads of the Ottoman Empire had
been entrusted to a French company, the Ministry of Public Works
engaged a number of French engineers. Their pay was to be
increased.

For the purpose of putting our financial house in order, we
conferred wide powers on the financial reform committee we had
accepted a short time before, and did everything in our power to
ensure that no finance bill should be laid before the Chamber of
Deputies until it had been approved by this commission.

With a view to keeping our finance officials under continuous
control and encouraging their sense of duty and responsibility
we appointed a Frenchman, Monsieur Joly, Inspector-General of
Finance, and gave him a number of French officias to assist
him.

At that time the desire to win the friendship of England and
France was so strong that we should not have hesitated even to
entrust the organisation of our army to a French mission if
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that had been in any way possible. But it was, in fact, impossible.
In the first place a large number of our officers had completed
their training in Germany, and the rest of them had been trained
and educated according to German military methods. It is a fact
recognised by all experts that when the organisation and training
of an army have proceeded on certain principles it is impossible
to revolutionise that organisation offhand, and particularly to force
new methods upon it, without great confusion. In the second
place Germany had been asked by us, in Mahmud Shefket Pasha's
time, to send a military mission to reorganise our army, and the
request had been put into writing. It was not open to usto retrace
our steps after we had once taken that course.

Besides, it would have been very foolish to offend a State which
had no evil designs upon us in order to please other governments
which, very probably, contemplated doing us a bad turn. For
these reasons we had no intention of reversing our decision so
far as the army was concerned, and we paid no attention what-
ever to the noisy agitation which followed on the arrival of Liman
von Sanders' military mission.

While we were thus giving the French all the material
advantages they demanded of us in the negotiations for the loan,
we endeavoured to influence public opinion in France in our
favour.

From the technical point of view, serious objections could be
urged against having warships of different types, but notwith-
standing this drawback, we did not hesitate to order six destroyers
from the Havre yards and two submarines from Creusot in order
to please the French.

We also ordered from France a number of mountain guns as
soon as the superiority of the French mountain gun to that of
Krupp had been ascertained by our leading artillery expert, General
Hassan Riza Pasha. We entrusted the establishment of our naval
flying school to French experts, and a contract for twelve seaplanes
was given to a French company.

Lastly, | founded—with great success—a Franco-Turkish
friendship committee, which was to meet alternately in Constanti-
nople and Paris. In Constantinople | was to be president of this
committee, while in Paris the ex-Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Cruppi, was to be chairman.



At the Admiralty 103

The statutes for the organisation of this committee were drawn
up in Constantinople by a commission which | called the " Founda-
tion Committee." Many well-known Frenchmen and Turks were
members of it. After the principles had been worked out and the
committee had informed the Ministry of the Interior of its con-
vocation, the inauguration took place in the club rooms of the
Union Frangaisc in Pera, and the election of the sub-committees
then took place. The programme contemplated by the committee
was so comprehensive that, if it had been followed up and carried
into execution, it would have proved the most effective agent for
improving Franco-Turkish relations in the next year or two.

One day, about the middle of June, 1914, when | was calling at
the French Embassy, Monsieur Bompard said to me:

" The French Government have observed the different efforts
you have been making to improve Franco-Turkish relations, and
want to invite you to France to make your personal acquaintance
and introduce you to the French nation. Would the Turkish
Government like an invitation to be present at the great French
naval manoeuvres which are to be held in the middle of July ?
Before | ask the Grand Vizier, | should like to be certain of your
approval.”

| replied that if the Grand Vizier agreed and His Majesty the
Sultan gave me his permission, | should accept the invitation with
the greatest pleasure.

A few days later Monsieur Bompard communicated the French
Government's invitation officially to the Sublime Porte.

It was at this very moment that the Sergjevo murder took place.
| asked His Highness, the Grand Vizier, for instructions as to
what line | was to take in Paris, particularly in my conferences
with the Foreign Minister.

"Asyou are quite familiar with our political views," he replied,
" you will emphasise at every suitable opportunity how much
importance we attach to the friendship of France and the advan-
tages we hope to derive from French policy in connection with the
approaching settlement of the question of the islands, a question
of vital importance to us. Y ou must do everything in your power
to draw the attention of the Foreign Minister to this ticklish
question.”

| left Constantinople, accompanied by two naval officers, in
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the last days of June and went straight to Paris, where | arrived
early in July.

In Paris | found Wassif and Reuf Bey, whom | had asked to
meet me. When | gave Reuf Bey his instructions to arrange for
the gunnery and speed trials of the Sultan Osman at the earliest
possible moment he told me that he had observed that the English
were in avery peculiar frame of mind. They seemed to be always
searching for some new excuse for delaying the completion and
delivery of the warship. | replied that we, too, must keep all our
wits about us in this matter, for it was essential that we should get
possession of the ship as soon as possible.

The constructing company now informed us that they could not
fix two of the fourteen guns of which the ship's armament was to
consist by the time previously agreed upon. | gave Reuf Bey a
crowd of instructions, and also my answer to the company in which
| declared my readiness to allow the trials to proceed without
the two guns, which could then be fitted in Constantinople.
| sent the Bey back to England and kept Wassif Bey alone
with me.

After staying two days in Paris | went to Toulon, where | met
Admiral Boue de Lapeyrere, the Commander-in-Chief of the
French Fleet.  Together we went on board the dreadnought
Courbet, his flag-ship. | shall never forget those three days and
nights of fleet manoeuvres on the coast of the beautiful Riviera.
| could not speak too highly of the hospitality shown me by the
Admiral, areal old sailor.

There was a review of the Marines, and after three days | bade
farewell to the Admiral and returned by rail. After passing three
or four days visiting gun and rifle establishments and submarine
construction yards, | went back to Paris. Nor did | omit to visit
the yards at Le Havre before the 14th July.

During my visit to Paris, | several times called on the Minister
for Foreign Affairs, Viviani. On my second call he suddenly said
with a look full of meaning:

" Your Excellency, though | am very anxious to discuss several
extremely important matters with you, the debates now taking
place in the Chamber are absorbing my attention to such a degree
that | cannot attend to anything else. It is very important that
| should go to Russia with the President of the Republic. The
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Socialists will oppose the idea and refuse to vote the necessary
credits for the voyage. |'ve given Monsieur de Margerie, the
Director of Political Affairs in the Ministry, the necessary
instructions, and asked him to discuss everything with Your
Excellency. |'ll be grateful if you will grant his request to see
you."

| thought my hopes and desires were drawing nearer to
realisation, and was very happy at the idea.  The meeting took
place shortly afterwards at the Foreign Office.

The first thing M. de Margerie told me was how gratefully all
my efforts for a Turco-French rapprochement had been received
both by the Government and by public opinion, and that the
misunderstandings which had arisen between the two peoples might
now be considered as removed.

| interrupted him with the remark: " If you don't mind,
Monsieur le Directeur, let's get straight to business. Y ou know
that the Turkish Empire has been greatly weakened by the
numerous attacks to which it has been subjected. It has not
only emerged quite helpless out of the Balkan War, but has had to
sacrifice almost the whole of its European territory and most of
theislands. We are now devoting all our efforts to heal its wounds
and breathe new life into our nation. But the present state of
affairs condemns all these efforts to failure. The result is that we
are under an imperious duty to recover from this precarious
position.

"I want to speak first of the question of the islands, which
is a subject of dissension between us and our Greek friends. You
consider it a wise policy always to back the Greeks and give them
your sympathy in the hope that they may prove of use to you in
the future.  But if you will be good enough to look at a map
you will seethat one day we shall be in a position to be more useful
to you than the Greeks. The Ottoman Government says to itself:
' The object of the policy of France and England isto forgeaniron
ring around the Central Powers." That ring is closed except in
the south-west. If Turkey associated herself with the plans of
the Entente, Bulgaria, which would then be left entirely isolated
in the Balkans, would necessarily be compelled to come in too.

" If you want to close your iron ring once and for all, you must
try to find some solution of this question of the islands between
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us and the Greeks. You must take us into your Entente and at
the same time protect us against the terrible perils threatening us
from Russia. If you support usin our upward strivings, you will
soon have a very faithful ally in the East! It seems to me that
the Serajevo crime may lead to aworld war. At such a moment it
is of the very highest importance that decisions of this kind should
be taken quickly."

The proposal was straight and unambiguous; in the question of
the islands a solution must be found acceptable to Greeks and
Turks alike, then an Alliance with Turkey, and Germany is
completely cut off from the road to the East.

After a moment's reflection, M. de Margerie asked me what
was the solution of the islands question which we desired. |
replied that the archipelago, including the Dodecanese (which
must be restored to us by Italy), could be granted autonomy under
the suzerainty of Turkey, and its revenues could be applied solely
to its own needs. Exemption from military service and a number
of other privileges might also be conceded.

Ultimately M. de Margerie replied:

"I consider the proposal you have made with regard to the
question of the islands as worthy of the most serious consideration.
It seems to me quite possible that the problem should finally be
solved on that basis. Y ou have a very accurate idea of the iron
ring we are thinking of forging round the Central Powers. But
before we can conclude an alliance with you we must have the
approval of our allies, and that approval seems to me very
doubtful. The Turkish Government's proposal is certainly frank
and clear. | will communicate your observations to our Allies
before | go with the President of the Republic and the Minister-
President on their voyage to Russia We will give our
Ambassador the necessary instructions when we and our Allies
have made our joint decision. For the moment, unfortunately,
the French Government cannot take any initiative on its own."

It was obvious enough that this answer was only a veiled refusal.
| understood perfectly that France was convinced that it was quite
impossible for us to escape the iron claws of Russia, and that under
no circumstances would she vouchsafe us her help.

That evening my friend, Georges Remond, who went with me
everywhere during my visit in France, asked me whether | was
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satisfied with the result of my conference. | simply replied: " |
could never have believed | was in for so gross a disappointment!"

When | left Paris on my return journey on July 18th, Georges
Remond gave me a pamphlet on the station; the French editor of
this document, whose name | cannot remember, wrote under a
pseudonym somewhat in the following strain :

" Djemal Pasha has been in Paris. He has attended the
manoeuvres of the Mediterranean Fleet. The official and semi-
official authorities have given him the warmest of welcomes, and
he has been decorated with the order of the Legion of Honour.
All this is very nicel But what are the actual promises which
Djemal Pasha, who loves his country above anything else, can
take home with him from the French Government ? From all we
hear Djemal Pasha is one of the greatest Turkish patriots. All
the marks of favour showered upon him personally cannot make
him forget the advantages in hope of securing which he has come
to us. If Djemal Pasha now goes home without having done
anything for his country we shall have no right to be angry if he
finds himself compelled to take steps which may not be to the taste
of France."

What remarkably sound judgment that French editor had!

After my return | gave His Highness the Grand Vizier and my
friends a detailed report of my conversation with M. de Margerie
and the conclusions it had brought me to.

THE TURCO-GERMAN ALLIANCE.

The Turco-German alliance was not concluded during the
war, as people have believed hitherto. It was certainly signed on
August 2nd, 1914, but negotiations had been in progress long
before the war.

A few days after my return to Constantinople Talaat Bey said
to me:

" What would you say, Pasha, if Germany proposed an alliance !
with us on such and such terms? Would you accept it ? Youcan \
see for yourself that we have nothing to hope for from France. !
As France has declined, would you decline Germany's suggestion
too?"

| immediately answered:
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" | should not hesitate to accept any alliance which rescued
Turkey from her present position of isolation."

Duringthe great military review on July 23rd, which took place
on the Levend Tchiflik on the occasion of the national festival,
the German Ambassador, Baron von Wangenheim, came up to me.

" Djemal Pasha/' he said, " just look at the amazing results
achieved by German officers in quite a short time. You have
now a Turkish army which can be compared with the best organised
armies in the world! All German officers are at one in praising
the moral strength of the Turkish soldier, and indeed it has
proved itself beyond all expectation. We can claim we have won
agreat victory if we could call ourselves the ally of a Government
which lias such an army at its disposal! "

In thanking the Ambassador for this compliment | had not
the slightest suspicion of the negotiations which had been in
progress for a Turco-German alliance.

A few days later, just as | was entering my car at the door of
my house in Schichli, | saw another car in which Enver Pasha,
Talaat Bey, and Halil Bey were seated, turning the corner of
Osman Bey's garden into the street leading to Enver Pashas
house. The car was coming from the Maslok direction. |
wondered what on earth could bring them there at that time of
day, and almost certainly from the Grand Vizier's palace in
Yenikoi. | at once suspected that my friends might be engaged
in the discussion of affairs which they did not want me to
know.

Up to that time nothing had happened which could have started
such a suspicion. When | got home | rang up Enver Pasha on the
telephone. | asked where he had been going at so late an hour.
He replied that he had been whiling away the time by paying a
visit to the Grand Vizier, and as he had met Talaat Bey and Halil
Bey they had driven home together. The way in which he gave
me this answer only confirmed my suspicions.

Next afternoon | was summoned to a Council of Ministers
which was in progress at the Grand Vizier's palace. When |
reached Aya Pasha's kiosk it was raining and blowing so hard that
it was impossible for me to proceed in my car. Constantinople had
not known such a storm for a very long time. | returned to the
Ministry and went to Y enikoi in my motor launch.
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"Where have you been, Djemal Pasha?' said the Grand
Vizier. " We waited for you a long time and the Ministers have
gonenow. Asweweretoldby the Ministry that you were on your
way we feared that you had met with some accident in the storm.
I'm going to tell you something new which will certainly be a
pleasant surprise to you. Can you think what it is? "

" | suspect,” | replied after some consideration, " that it
relates to what you, Enver Pasha, Talaat Bey, and Halil Bey have
just decided upon when | was absent, though | haven't the slightest
idea what it is."

" The German Government has offered us an alliance," he said,
" and as the proposal seems to us in the interests of the country
we have signed the compact with Ambassador von Wangenheim
to-day! Now, are you satisfied ? "

The importance of the news, for which | was not prepared,
moved me to the depths.

" If the terms of the treaty are really in accordance with the
interests of the country it may be considered an outstanding
political success," | replied.

" It is an agreement which had due regard for the interests of
both parties, and secures their rights in a manner which no other
Government has yet done," he said.

He went into his cabinet and drew from a drawer in hiswriting-
table the treaty, which comprised severa articles. | read it, and
saw that it was an excellent compact between two independent
Governments on the basis of equality of rights.

" What about Austria? " | asked.

" A few minutes after my colleagues went away, and about
half an hour before you came, | received a letter from Ambassador
Pallavicini in which he told me that his Government agreed with
every point of the compact we had made with Germany. Here's
the letter! "

He showed it to me.

" And Italy ?" | could not help enquiring.

" As Germany has not yet informed Italy of our entry into
the Triple Alliance | have no news for the moment on that point.
Germany will first prepare the ground, and we have no doubt that
Italy will accept our alliance in the same way that Austria has
done."
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I could not help asking for what reason it had been thought
necessary to keep me out of the negotiations, which must certainly
have been in progress for some considerable time to have led to
such aconclusion.

The Grand Vizier passed lightly over my question with the
remark that he had conducted the negotiations personally, had told
his colleagues nothing whatever about them until the affair took
definite shape, and that they had only learned of the matter that
very day. " Djavid Bey," he added, " still knows nothing about
it. | have asked him to come here. He is on his way, and when
he arrives | shall show him the treaty."

| asked him whether all the Ministers now knew about the affair.

" As there are individual members of the Ministry who are

' frightened of a scheme of such importance and might divulge this
state secret—a matter which is highly undesirable at the present
moment—I thought it my duty to inform only His Highness the
Sheik ul Islam, Halil, Talaat and Djavid Bey, Enver Pasha, and
yourself. The other Ministers have not yet been initiated. [brahim
Bey and Shukri Bey will be told by Talaat Bey, and the secret is
to be kept from the others. Y ou will appreciate that in so delicate
a matter we shall have to proceed with the greatest caution. Now
you know everything, and you have not even given me your own
opinion! " he said by way of conclusion.

" May God make this of real use to the country! EI Hair fi
ma vag'a,"* | replied. And that was all | said.

| was not slow to congratulate the Grand Vizier on his success
in concluding such an alliance, which undoubtedly represented a
fact of the highest historical significance.

The importance of this occurrence gave me much to think
about. | may say that | did not deep a wink that night. | kept
the general political situation before my eyes, and asked myself
what had been the real motives of the Government, for | saw
myself faced with a situation | had never even imagined hitherto.

Judging by all the signs, aterrible conflict at avery early date
between the countries of the Alliance and those of the Entente
seemed inevitable. If at such a time we were not bound to either
side, it would always be possible for us to throw in our lot with

* An Arab expresson, meaning that a fait accompli is of good augury.
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the party which offered us the greater advantages. And now we
had taken our decision beforehand and chosen our partner. The
result was we had deprived ourselves of our freedom of choice.
Was the party in whose favour we had decided such as our national
aspirations dictated? If we had waited, would not its opponent
have made us better, more profitable proposals? By accepting
those proposals should we not have rendered our country a greater
service ?

In spite of every possible outward expression of sympathy,
Germany had never actually come to our help, and was always re-
commending us to maintain the best possible relations with France.
Why was she now endeavouring to form an alliancewithus? And
why an alliance which assigned the same status to the Ottoman
Government as to Germany and Austria? What had moved the
two Powers to such a sacrifice ? All these questions passed through
my mind and | found no answer to them.

At length | came to the following conclusion. There is one
fact that no one in the world can deny—that Russia is the hereditary
enemy of the Ottoman Empire, and that her greatest desire is the
possession of Constantinople. It is absolutely impossible to make
her abandon that ideal. After the Treaty of Berlin, and Czarism
had fully realised that it would be impossible for Russia to get
Constantinople, her ambitions had been turned towards India. As'
the artful policy of England had then blocked her path in that
quarter, she turned her eyes to the Far East. But the hand which
she stretched out to Port Arthur received a hard knock from the ;
Japanese, and she had to withdraw the bleeding member. Thus
her only course was to return to the object of her century-old
ambition, and was making her preparations to begin her last
mighty onslaught on poor Turkey, the booty for which she had |
been yearning for hundreds of years. Her allies, so far from '
opposing her design, were now entirely in agreement with that
design. The circumstances prevailing at the time of the Crimean
War and the Treaty of Berlin had now wholly changed. England,
mistress of Egypt, looked with far more jealous eyes at Germany's
economic plans in the Gulf of Basra than at Russia's ambitions
with regard to Constantinople and the whole of Anatolia. Russia «
was to have Constantinople as compensation for Mesopotamia, |
As for France, she was not of those who would oppose the
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partition of Turkey so long as she was given a free hand in
Syria.

The fundamental plan to be pursued by Russia, which saw the
realisation of her schemes at hand, was to isolate Turkey and
always do everything which would keep her weak.

That had been the only reason and motive for M. de Margerie's
refusal, or rather the refusal which Viviani had communicated
through him. If England and France desired to please Russia
they could not act otherwise. That was why |, who, indeed,
expected no advantages of any kind from Germany, had received
a categorical refusal from France, to which | had turned in order
to have some security against Russia. In declining to send the
officials for which we had asked for the eastern provinces of Asia
Minor, England had declared that she could not go against the
wishes of Russia. Besides, one of England's most fervent desires
was that the title " Khalif of Islam " held by the Ottoman
sovereign should be transferred to some insignificant individual in
one of the countries under her influence. The power of the Turkish
Sultan had thoroughly worried her in the last few years.

In view of all these considerations, | had turned to France in
order to secure her support and that of England in case we found
ourselves exposed to attack by Russia. While | was in the grip of
these phantoms my colleagues had found themselves presented
with extremely plain and important proposals—an association with
the Powers of the Triple Alliance, or, to speak more accurately,
an alliance with Germany.

A mighty Empire like Germany was offering us an alliance
based on equality of status, we who five or six months before had
tried to escape from our isolation and associate ourselves with a
group of Powers by making an attempt—a vain attempt—to form
an alliance with Bulgaria, from which we promised ourselves
great profit.

I myself had followed a policy favourable to the Entente group,
but had | found myself personally faced with such an offer would
| have discovered the moral force to refuse it? Would such a
refusal have been reasonable ?

Let us consider the matter frankly and calmly.

What was the position of the two groups of Powers so far as
Turkey was Concerned ?
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Among the Entente Powers, England had got Egypt com-
pletely in her power, and would undoubtedly strive to possess
Mesopotamia, possibly Palestine also, and secure her exclusive
influence over the whole of the Arabian Peninsula.

Russiawas so utterly anti-Turkish that it was quite unnecessary
to look round for proofs.

All this did not exactly suggest benevolent intentions towards
Turkey!

As regards the Triple Alliance group, Austria and Italy had
nothing more to ask from Turkey. They had already done that
country all the harm they possibly could. Thus they Coveted no
more. The most that could be said was that Italy might be
indulging in visions which were in conflict with those of the
Entente Governments. (With regard to the coasts of Adalia and
Phoenicia, for example.)

Germany, whatever else might be said, was the only power
which desired to se Turkey strong. Germany's interests could
be secured by the strengthening of Turkey, and that alone.
Germany could not lay hands on Turkey as if she were a colony,
for neither the geographical position nor her resources made that
possible. The result was that Germany regarded Turkey as a link
in the commercial and trading chain, and thus became her stoutest
champion against the Entente Governments which wanted to
dismember her, particularly as the elimination of Turkey would
mean the final " encirclement ™ of Germany. Her south-western
front remained open thanks to Turkey alone. The only way in
which she could escape the pressure of the iron ring was to prevent
the dismemberment of Turkey.

Thus we had two groups of Powers before us, the ideal of one
of which was to get us in its power, while the aim of the other
was to make friendly approaches to usin view of certain prospective
advantages, and to conclude an alliance with us based on equal
rights and obligations.

Could this offer be rejected ?

In the first place, none of the small Balkan States would dare
to assert itself with aview to intervening in the domestic affairs of
a government which was a member of so powerful an alliance,
so that we should, at any rate, be left in peace.

In the second place, no member of the Entente group would
M
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venture to lay hands on us for fear of starting a general European
war. Above all, Germany's savants, her art and commercial
experts would place their services at the disposal of Turkey in the
way she desired. Thus, within a short time we should be able to
obtain our release from the bonds of the capitulations.

Although this alliance made us the enemy of the Entente Powers
in case of a European war, as long as the conflict was postponed
for between five and ten years we should have brought up the
fortifications of the Straits and our different coasts to such a
standard, made our army so strong, and developed our country to
such a degree that we need not hesitate to take our part in such a
war.

But if the great war were to break out in a week or two, or a
month or two, in view of our weakened condition at the moment
should we not find ourselves in a terrible position if we were
involved in a war with France, England, and Russia?

Had not Germany made up her mind so quickly to conclude an
aliance with us just because she suspected that war would break
out in the immediate future ?

There can be no doubt about that! To compel Germany to
enter into an alliance with us, based upon equality of rights and
each and every term of the Triple Alliance compact, she must
have been alarmed at the preparations being made by her
opponents. She must have been feeling the necessity of
strengthening her position in every possible way. Otherwise it
was inconceivable that a rationally-minded state should take upon
its shoulders such a burden as Turkey merely for the be aux
yeux of the Turks and from a desire to oblige the Turkish
sovereign.

The outbreak of a general European War in the very near
future must be regarded as a great misfortune for us.

Yet when the pros and cons were considered, it would
undoubtedly be more profitable for the country not to abandon
the scheme. If | had been in my friends' shoes | should have
taken "that course and done exactly what they did—i.e., accept this
alliance without hesitation. At the same time | should have taken
good care to insert certain reservations in the treaty. For
example, | should have preferred that one stipulation for our
acceptance should be that if the European War broke out within
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two years of the day of signature and the exchange of documents
Turkey should merely observe a benevolent neutrality towards the
Triple Alliance and enter into an obligation to give it moral
support by mobilising her army and closing the Straits to war and
trading vessels. |If the war lasted more than two years Turkey
would intervene in the struggle with the Entente. If a general
war were declared more than two years after the signature of the
treaty, Turkey would be under an obligation to carry out the
terms of the aliance at once.

Of course, | cannot say whether Germany would have accepted
these terms or not.

After considering everything very carefully from every point
of view | repeated to myself the words | had used to the Grand
Vizier: " May God let this alliance turn out profitably for
115" Ultimately | entirely approved the new situation thus
created.

As these memoirs of mine have clearly revealed when and how
the alliance between the Ottoman Government and Germany was
concluded, everyone can judge of the falsity of the versions given
to the world by the American Ambassador, Morgenthau, and by
Mandelstam, the First Dragoman of the Russian Embassy, and
how they are based on nothing but street-corner chatter.

AFTER THE OUTBREAK OF THE WORLD WAR.

THE DECLARATION OF WAR AND THE MOBILISATION OF THE TURKISH
ARMIES.

AFTER the reception of the Serbian Note, which she regarded as
unsatisfactory, Austria mobilised a portion of her forces, and as
Russia replied generally w'ith mobilisation, and thereupon
Germany and France proceeded to mobilise also, there was no
longer any doubt that we, too, would be involved in a general
European War.

After the German declaration of war on Russia, and the war
began on August 1<, 1914, we saw ourselves bound by our treaty,
the ink of which was not yet dry, to intervene in the struggle at
once. The agreement made our intervention independent of the
causes of the war. We had to intervene with all our forces in a
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war in which Germany and Austria engaged with all theirs. Yet
| was extremely anxious to postpone our entry in the conflict for
as long as possible. | developed my views in the Council of
Ministers which at this time met practically every evening in
Prince Said Halim's palace in Yenikoi (Enver Pasha, Talaat,
Halil, Djavid Bey, and myself, with the Prince presiding). |
said that not only would it be of no benefit to Germany for us to
take an active part in the war before our mobilisation was compl ete,
but it would simply mean suicide on our part. |f the English,
French, and Russians, who knew perfectly well that we had not
a single man at the Dardanelles, in Constantinople, or on the
Russian frontier, made a sudden attack on the Dardanelles and
the Bosphorus, simultaneously advanced on Erzerum, and after
occupying Constantinople and Erzerum approached the interior
of Anatoliathrough Sivas, our army would be unable to complete
its mobilisation during the war, and the downfall of the Ottoman
Empire would be decreed at the very outset.

My colleagues admitted the justice of my reasoning, and
brought the German Ambassador round to the same point of view.
So after discussion in the Council of Ministers, we decided to
proclaim the neutrality of Turkey, though the country would
commence a general mobilisation of the army in order to enforce
that neutrality against either side. We immediately translated
words into deeds. Even those of our colleagues in the Ministry
who did not know of our alliance with Germany and the obligations
it involved approved the general mobilisation of the army as a
wise precaution.

Two or three days after the mobilisation decree | took over the
command of the Ottoman 2nd Army, while retaining my office
at the Admiralty.

On the ist or 2nd of August, after Turkey had paid the last
instalment for the Sultan Osman, the English First Lord of the
Admiralty prevented the Turkish flag being hoisted on the ship,
and commandeered both the Sultan Osman and the Reschadieh.
Never, never shall | forget my mental anguish when | heard this
frightful news. That day | clearly realised that the apparently
friendly advice of Admiral Robeck, Commander of the English
Mediterranean Fleet, on his visit to Constantinople, and the
thousand and one difficulties raise