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1 And now shall India's paroquets on sugar revel all,
In this svest Persian sugarcandy that Is borne to far Bengd."

Hafiz to Sultan Ghiasu-d-din, King of Bengal.
The History of Bengal cannot fail to be of specia interest
not only to Hindus and Musalmans in Bengal, but aso to
Englishmen, in that Bengal formed the foundation-stone of
the glorious fabric of Empirein Asia that England was des-
tined in subsequent years to rear on the wreck of the mighty
Empire of the 'Great Mogul." Yet Histories of Bengal are
very few. From the Muliammadan side, though there are plenty
of General Histories of India, containing incidental references
to Bengal, or dealing with particular periods of it, there is no
general or comprehensive History of Bengal, save and except
the Riyazu-s-Salatin. From the European side, the only
standard History of Bengal is Stewart's History, but this last,
too, whilst mainly based on the Riyaz, iacorporates also the
less reliable accounts from Ferishta. To appreciate the his-
torical value and position of the Riyaz, | need only quote the
opinions of two eminent Orientalists. " The Riyazu-s-Salatin,"
says the late Professor Blochmann who laboured so largely
for the Asiatic Society of Bengal, "is much prized as being
the fullest account in Persian of the Muhammadan History of
Bengal, which the author brings down to his own time (1786-
83) "; whilst Dr. Hoarnle observes in a letter to me: "The
Riyaz is a Standard History of Bengal, is continually quoted
by Mr. Blochmann in his ' Contributions to the History and
Geography of Bengal' in the Journals of the Asiatic Society ;
Mr. Blochmann strongly recommended that it should be
translated, and, therefore, the book is one which deserves

being translated and published by the Asiatic Society."
Whilst fully sensible of the honour conferred upon me by
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the Asiatic Society in entrusting to me the duty of transla-
ting with notes this Standard History of Bengal, | can-
not help confessing to a sense of diffidence in presenting
this volume to the public under their auspices. Circumstan-
ces over which | have had little control, such as domestic
troubles, difficulties of access to libraries or books of refer-
ence in out-of-the-way mofussil stations, and scanty snatches
of leisure after by no means light daily official duties—have
combined not only to retard the publication of this annotated
translation, but to interfere with my presenting it in the
shape that | had fondly aimedat. Asit is, | venture tothink,
whilst fully conscious of its defects and flaws, that | have
spared no pains to render the translation a faithful and
literal representation of the original, consistently with lucid-
ity and clearness in statement. To constantly elucidate the
text, | have given ample foot-notes. ~These foot-notes have
been prepared by me by reference to original and generally
contemporary Persian sources, and in some cases also embody
results of the labours of European scholars and antiqua-
rians, as well as my own personal observations. The prepara-
tion of these foot-notes has involved considerable research
and entailed much labour.

For my labours, such asthey have been, | shall, however,
feel amply rewarded if these pages in any measure contri-
bute to awaken amongst my co-religionists in Bengal an en-
lightened consciousness of their historic past, coupled with an
earnest longing in the present to avail themselves of the op-
portunity afforded by a progressive and beneficent Govern-
ment for their future social and intellectual regeneration ; and
alsoif they widen the mutual sympathies of the two great
nationalities in Bengal by infusing sentiments of closer and
more cordial comradeship, in that they have been fellow-
travellers over the same tract for many long centuries; and
last, though not least, if they evoke the sympathetic interest
of Englishmen in the fate of a great and historic Community
that preceded them for six centuries in the Government
of this country.
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A respectful tribute of mournful acknowledgment is due
to the memory of my lamented wife, Hyatunnissa Begam,
who often sat up by me during progress of this work, and
sustained me in my labours.
ABDUS SALAM.
ORISSA, CUTTACK :
23rd May, 1903.

P.S.—I had hoped to add to this work an Appendix deal-
ing with the social, economic and political condition of the
people in Bengal under each period of Modem Rule; but for
this (though | have collected some materials) at present | com-
mand neither the requisite leisure nor the full critical
apparatus. The foot-notes will, however, it is hoped, give
the reader some idea of the culture and civilisation that pre-
vailed in Benga under the Modems, of their sysem and
methods of administration, of their policy in adding to the
physical comforts of the people, and in improving their in-
tellectual, sociad and ethical idedls.

A.S
BARISAL, BACKERGUNE :
17th November, 1903.
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Calcutta—Chandanagore, Chinsurah and Serampore—City of
Purniah—City of Dacca or Dhaka, or Jahangirnagar—City of
Sunargaon—Chittagong or Chatgaon or Islamabad—Sarkar Bogla
—Rangpnr and Ghornghat— Sarkar Mahmudabad—Sarkar Bar-
bakabad—Sarkar Bazuha—Sarkar ~ Silbat or Sylhet—Sarkar
Sharifabad—Sarkar Madaran—Akbarnagar or Rajmahal—Maldah
—Shrine of Shah Jallal Tabrizi—Mausoleum of the Saint, Nur
Qutbu-1-Alam—English silk and cotton factory in Maldah—
English Indigo factory at Goamalti near Gaur—Note on the
Sarkars or Districts of Bengal by the Translator,
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Rule of the Hindu Chiefs or Raian over Bengal—Rajah Bhagirat of
the Khatri oaste—Naj Gouriah of the Kyesth caste—Adisnr
KyeBth—Bhupal Kyesth—Sukh Sen Kyesth—Sukh Sen Boido-
—Ballal Sen—Lakhman Sen—Madhu Sen—Kaisu Sen— Sada
Sen—Nauj—Rajah Lakhmania, son of Lakhman—Nadia, the
Hindu seat of Government in Bengal, tinder Rajah Lakhmania
—~Character of Rajah Lakhmania—Domination of certain Hindu-
Bais or Chiefs in Bengal—Rajah Suraj —Hindus originally
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Page.
worshippers of one God—Inthetime of Rai Mahraj (probably,
Rai Bahdaj), sun-worship introduced into Hindustan by a
Persian—Idol-worship introduced into Hindustan by a Dravi-
dian Brahmin from the mountains of Jharkand (Chutia Nag-
pur)—Fire-worship introduced into Hindustan by Ibrahim
Zardasht (or Zoraster) of Persia—ghangaldip, and his vic-
tory over Kedar—India subjeot to the Scythian Emperors of
Persia, the Afrasiabs—Near Ghoraghat and Rangpur, battle be-
tween the Scythians and the Hindus under ghangaldip—
Afrasiab defeats the Hindus under Shangal—Flight of Shangal
to Lakhnauti, and thence to the hills of Tirhut—The Scythians
or Mongols ravage Bengal—Shangal surrenders to Afrasiab, who
carries him to Turan—Shangal killed at the battle of Hamadan,
at the hands of Rustam—Rajah Jaichand—Rajahs of Bengal
become independent—Fur (or Porus) subdues Bengal—Porus
killed by Alexander—Rajah Madio Rath or conquers Lakhnauti
—Rajahs of Bengal subsequently become independent again.

Chapter | ., - w. B8
Rule of the Musalman rulers Who ruled over Bengal as Viceroys of
the Musalman Emperors of Delhi—Bengal conquered for Islam
by Muhammad Bakhtiar Khilji in 594 A.H. or 1198 A.O.—In the
time of Bakhtiar Khilji, South Behar included in the Bengal
Vioeroyalty—Note by the Translator on the successve inclusion
and separation of South Behar in, and from, the Bengal Vice-
royalty— Bakhtiar_Khilji's antecedents and adventures—Conquest
of Behar by Batotiar Khilji—Conquest of Bengal by Bakhtiar
Khilji—Bakhtiar Khilji's prowess, though slender in physique—
Bakhtiar Khilji storms Nadiah, the Hindu Capital, with eighteen
troopers—Rajah Lakhmania's flight—Bakhtiar Khilji re-builds
the City of Lakhnauti, and establishes it as the Moslem Capital
of Bengal—Character of Bakhtiar Khilji—Bakhtiar Khilji estab-
lishes mosgues, colleges, students hostéls, travellers™ rest-houses,
and military out-posts; introduces coinage of money, and con-
structs other public works, such as embankments, roads bridges
etc«-~Bakhtiar Khilji sends an expedition under his Lieutenant,
Muhammad g_h-i'r'én, to invade Jajnagar (Orissa), and himself
leads an expedition to Tibat (or Tibet)—The expedition to Tibat
(Tibet) a disastrous failure—Treachery of the Rajah of Kamrup
(Western Assam)—From humiliation, Bakhtiar Khilji dies at Deo-
oote (Devkot), south of Dinajpur—Malik 'Azu-d-din Khilji suc-
ceeds Bakhtiar K hilji—Ruleof Ali Mardan K hilji—Ruléof Ghiasu-
d-din Khilji—Sulfcan Qutbu-d-din dies whilst playing at polo in
Lahor&, and Emperor Aram gijah succeeds him—Ghiaan-d-din
obtains in 620 A.H. from the Caliph (Khalifa) of Baghdad a
pontificial patent recognizing the Moslem sovereign of Bengal
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amongst the Moslem hierarchy of the world—Free commercial
intercourse by Bea between the Musalmans along the sea-board of
Bengal and the Arabs of the sea-ports of Basrah and Baghdad—
Emperor Altamsh from Delhi invades Bengal in 622 A.H.—
Ghiasu-d-din extends his Bengal Kingdom over Jajnagar (Orissa),
Bang (East Bengal), Kamrud or Kamrup (Western Assam), and
Tirhut—Ghiasu-d-din  establishes mosques, public halls, etc.,—
Sultan Nasiru-d-din, son of Emperor Altamsh, fromDelhi invades
Bengal in 624 A.H., Kills_Ghiasu-d-din, and succeeds to the rule
over Bengal, with the approval of his father, Emperor AltamRh—
Bule of Sultan Nasiru-d-din, son of Emperor Altamsh—Hussamu-
d-din Khilji—In 627 A.H., Emperor Altamsh from Delhi again
invades Lakhnauti, defeats and captures Hussamu-d-din Khilji, and
bestows the Viceroyalty of Bengal on Alau-d-din Khan—Rule of
Alau-d-din Khan—Rule of Saifu-d-din Turk—Rule of lzzu-d-din

Page.

Tughan Khan—Empress Raziah ascends the throne of Delhi—-

Sultan Mniznddin Bahram Shah ascends the Imperial throne
of Delhi—Sultan Alau-din succeeds Bahram Shah—Tughan Khan
meets Minhaju-s-Siraj author of the splendid Persian history,
Tdbagat-i-Nafirz, and brings the latter to Lakhnauti as his guest—
Tughan Khan (with him being Minhaju-s-Sitaj) invades Jajnagar
(Orissa),” storms the fort of Baktasan or Katasan—Fightings
between the Rajah of Orissa or Jajnagar and the Musalmans—
Lakhnauti invaded by the Ooryias—Rule of Malik Qurabeg
Tamar Khan—Emperor Nasiru-d-din Mahmud (son of Emperor
Altamsh) entrusts the Viceroyalty of Lakhnauti to Malik Jalalu-d-
din Khan—Rule of Malik Jalalu-d-din~ Khan—Rule of Arsalan
Khan—Rule of Muhammad Tatar Khan—Emperor Balban as
Céfids the Imperial throne of Delhi (664 A.H.)—Emperor Balban
appoints Tughral tothe Viceroyalty of Lakhnauti—Rule of Tughral
surnamed Sulfcan  Maghisu-d-din—TughraPs . character—Tughral
invades Jajnagar (Orissa), Oudh and Kamrup (Western As$am)
successfully, and proclaims independence—Emperor- Balban from
Delhi invades Bengal and defeats Tughral at a place near Sunar
gaon in the Dacca district, and in 681 A.H. confers the throne of
Bengal on his (the Emperor's) own son, Bughra Khan, who is
henceforth styled Sultan Nasiru-d-din— BughraKhan, the first of
a succession of Balbahi Kings who ruled dver Bengal, and held
their court mostly at Sunargaon, near Dhaka or Dacca—Rule of
Bughra Khan—Emperor Balban's parting advice to his son Bughra
Khan indicative of an exalted ideal of kingly duties and fes-
‘ponsibilities cherisned by this great Indo-Moslem Emperor—
Emperor Balban dies in 685 A.H., and is succeeded by Sultan
Muizu-d-din Kaignbad (son of Bughra Khan, surnamed Sultan
Nasiru-d-din)—Dissensions between Nasiruddin and his son, Em-
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peror Muizuddiu—The father and the son meet on the opposite
banks of the Soro or Snrju (old river-boundary between the king-
dom of Bengal and the Empire of Hindustan)—The meeting im-
mortalised in the Qiranu-s-Sadain by Amir Khusrau, the fa-
mous poet laureate of the Delhi Court of Emperor Altamsh—
Sulfcan Jalalu-d-din Khilji becomes Emperor of Delhi—Sul.tan
Naeiru-d-din of Bengal tenders homage to Emperor Jalalu-d-din,
as well as to the latter's snocessors, Sultan Alau-d-din and Sultan
Qntbo-d-din—Rule  of ~Bahadur _Shah—Emperor Ghiasu-d-din
Tughlak succeeds to the Imperial throne of Delhi, invades Bengal,
and leaves Tatar Khan as Governor of Sutiargaon, and Nasiru-d--
din as over-lord of Sunargaon, Gaur, and Bang or East Bengal—
Re-arrangement of the administrative divisions of the Bengal
Satrapy by Emperor Ghiasu-d-din Tughlak—-Emperor Ghiasu-d-din
Tughlak dies, and is succeeded by Emperor Muhammad Shah
Tughlak-—Emperor Muhammad Shall appoints Tatar Khan as
Viceroy of Bengal and Sutiargaon, and Qadr Khan as Governor of
Lakhnauti—Re-arrangement of the Administrative Divisions of
Bengal introduced by Emperor Muhammad ShahTughlak—Qadr
Khali killed by Fakhru-d-din. —

Chagter 11
Account of the Independent Musalman kingn of Bengal—Bengal be-
comes independent in the reign of Emperor Muhammad Shah
Tughlak—Fakhru-d-din  proclaims himself independent Kin@ﬂof
Bengal—Note by the Translator on the period of the Independent
Musalman kings of Bengal—Great territorial extension of the
Bengal kingdom, and commencement of great theistic movements
during this period—Kabir and Chaitanya flourish—Bengal attains
peace and prosperity : Forts, Mosques, Colleges, Students' Hostels
and Travellers' Guest-houses established, tanks excavated and roads
laid down—Two Moslem Royal Houses—one of Haji Hyas, and
another of Syed Alau-d-din Husain Shah (with a brief break)
reign daring this period—Reign of Sultan Fakhru-d-din—Reign
of Sultan Ali Mubarik, surnamed Alau-d-din—Reélgn of Haji Hyas,
surnamed Sultan Shamsn-d-din—Haji Hyas extends his western
frontiers as far as Benares, and founds Haji pur in Behar —Em-
peror Firuz Shah Tughlak succeeds to the throne of Delhi, and
invades LakAnauti in" 754 A.H. and reaches Panduah in the
Maldah district—Snifcan Shamsn-d-din retires to the fort of
Ekdalah—Note by the Translator on the site of Ekd;ilah—Note by
the Translator on the first Bengal expedition of Emperor Firuz
Shah Tughhik—The patron-saint of Haji Hyas, named Shaikh
Bajah Biyabani, dies—Rains set in, and Emperor FiruZ ghah
retires from Bengal, without achieving success—Peace proclaimed
between Emperor Firuz 8hah and ghamsu-d-din—R«ign of
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Sikandar Shah—Emperor Firuz ghah Tughlak's second Bengal
expedition in 760 A.H. (1359 A.C.)—The Emperor withdraws
without achieving anything decisive -Note by the Translator on
Emperor Firuz Shah's second Bengal expedition, including his
march to Orissa and his hunting in its forests—Sikandar Shah
builds the Adinah Mosque at Panduah—Dialogue between Sikandar
Shah and his Queen—Battle between Sikandar Shah and his son,
lihiasu-d-din at Goalpara, near Jaffargnnge in the Dhaka or
Dacca district—Sikandar Shah defeated and killed—Reign of
Grhiasn-d-din-~Sultan Ghiasu-d-din invitos the immortal Persian
poet, Hafiz, to his Court at Sunargaon—Hafiz excuses himself,
but sends a lyric—Ghiasu-d-din's Court at Sunargaon an asylum for
the learned and the cultured—Sulfcan Ghiasn-d-din lies buried at
Sunargaon—Remarkable judicial integrity of the Judge Qazi
Siraju-d-din, and law-abiding nature of the king Sulfcan Ghiasu-
d-din—Eeign of Saifu-d-din Sult:ann-s-Salatin—Reign of Shamsu-d-
din—Usurpation of Kajah Kans, Zamindar—Raja Kans aims at the
extirpation of Islam from Bengal—Dauntless behaviour of one of
the Musalman 'Ulama, named Shaikh Badrul Islam—The saint,
Nur Qatbu-l-"Alam, invites over to Bengal Saltan |brahim Sharqi,
King of Jaunpur, to put down Rajah Kans—Saltan Ibrahim
(accompanied by an eminent scholar, Qazi Shahabu-d-din) comes
to Bengal, and arrives in Panduah—Rajah Kans terrified asks
the saint's forgiveness and offers his son Jado as a convert to
Islam, and himself abdicates in favour of his son—The saint ap-
peased—Jado assumes the name of Jallalu-d-din—The saint now

asks Sulfcan Ibrahim to withdraw, as to fight against a Musalman
" king was unlawful under the Moslem Lave or Shara—Parley be-
tween the saint and Qazi Shahabu-d-din—Sulfcan Ibrahim, annoyed
and vexed, withdraws to Jaunpur—Rajah Kans displaces Sulfcan
Jallalu-d-din, and re-ascends the throne, and renews oppressions
on Musalmans—ghaikh Anwar, son of the saint, Nur Qutbn-1-Alam
—ghaikh Zahid, nephew of Shaikh Anwar—Rajah Kans banishes
Shaikh Anwar and Shaikh Zahid to Sunargaon—Shaikh Anwar kill-
ed by Rajah Kans—Rajah Kans the same day dies—Reign of Sulfcan
Jallalu-d-din son of Raja Kans—In Sultan Jallalu-d-din'sreign, peo-
ple happy and comfortable—The city of Panduah becomes very popu-
lous—Jallalu-d-din builds at Gaur a Mosque, a Reservoir, the Jallali
tank and caravanserai—Jallalu-d-din removes the capital from Pan-
duah to Gaur—Jallalu-d-din's mausoleum at Panduah—Reign of
Ahmad 8hah, son of Jallalu-d-din—Ahmad Shah proves a tyrant,
and is killed—Reign of Nasir Khan, the slave—Reign of Nasir Shah
a grand-son of Sulfcan Shamsu-d-din, and restoration of the Ilyas
Shahi dynasty in Bengal—Nasir ghah just and liberal, and the
peopl2e under him happy—Nasir Shah builds the fort and other

Page.



edifices in Gaur—Reign of Barbak Shah, gem of Nasir ghah—
Barbak glhah a wiae and law-abiding sovereign—Reign of Yusuf
gihah—Yusuf Shah, a scholar, and a sovereign solicitous for the
welfare of his subjects—Reign of Fath Shah, son of Yusuf Shah
—Fath ghab, a wise and liberal sovereign—Fath Shah bestows befit-
ting dignities on the nobles—People of Bengal under Fath Shah
happy and prosperous—Some of Fath Shah's coins struck in
Faridpur town, named Fathabad after Fath ghah—Reign of
Barbag, the Eunuch, styled Suit/in Shahzada—Malik Andil, the
Abyssinian—Wrestle between Sultan Shahzada and Malik Andil—
Malik Andil kills Saltan_Shahzada-_Khan Jaban, the Bengal Vazr
or Premier—A State Council convened by the Vazr or Premier
for the deofcion of a king—Council consults Fath Shah's
widowed Queen—Influence of Musalman ladiesin Bengal in the
past over society and politics—The Queen nominates as king Malik
Andil, the slayer of her husband's assassin—Reign of Malik
Andil, the Abyssinian, styled Firaz Shah—Firnz _Sljah establishes
himself in Gaur—Firuz Shah a just and liberal sovereign,
and the people of Bengal under him happy, and enjoy security and
peace—Firuz Shah builds a mosque, a tower and a reservoir at
Gaur—The Bengal Paiks (or Infantry Corps) and their cowardice
—Eeign of Sulfcan Mahmud, son of Firuz Shah—Habsh Khan, the
Administrator-General of Financial and Administrative affairs—
Sidt Badr Diwana kills Habsh Khan—History of Bengal by Haji
Muhammad Qandahari referred to in the text in thishistory of
Bengal, not now extant—Reign of Sidi Badr styled Muzaffar Shah
—Syed Husain Sharif Maki, Muzaffar _Shah's Vazir—Muzaffar
Shah oppressive and harsh in the collection of Revenue—People
disgosted—Nobles side with the people— Civil war between the
nobles and people on one side, and the King with his Afghan,
Abyssinian and Bengali mercenaries on the other— Syed Husain
Sharif Mahi heads the popular party—People of Bengal possessed
of political life and strength—Moslem monarchies strictly con-
stitutional, and the powers of Moslem sovereigns strictly regulated
and limited by the Bharu or Muhammadan Law, whose expounders
were the Ulama or the Body of the Learned—Civil war proves
sanguinary—Mnzaffar Shah killed, and Syed Husain Sharif Maki
gains the Bengal throne—Muzaffar Shah's mosgue at Gaur—
Reigu of Alau-d-din Syed Husain gharif Makl—Alau-d-din's name
on coins and inscriptions is * Alau-d-din Abal Muzaffar Husain
Sfah '—Note by the Translator on Alau-d-din Husain gjiah—
Husain Shah arrives as an adventurer in Bengal, and settles at
Qkaudpur—e Professor Blochmann identifies Chandpur in question
near Alaipnr or ' Alau-d- din's town* on the Bhairab, east of

Khnina (formerly in Jesaore or Jasar), as the place where the

Page.
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Page.
Husafn Shah! dynasty of Bengal Moslem independent kings had its
adopted home—Husain Shah first obtained power in the district of
Faridpur or Futhabad where his first ooins were struck—Husain
‘Shah's son, Nasrat Shah, erected a mint-town at Khalifatabad
(or Bagerhat, formerly in the Jessore or Jasar district)—Names
of Husain Shah, his brother Yusuf Shah, and his son,
Nasrat Shah and Mahmud Shah, found in connection with several
pargannahs of Jessore or Jasar district—Husain Shah " the Good "
still remembered from the frontiers of Orissa to the Brahma-
putra—Husain Shah extends his empire into Orissa, Assam, and
Ohittagong, and reigns over all North Behar and all South Behar,
up to the limits of Sarkar Monghyr (Mungir) where his son,
Prince Danyal, erects a vault over the shrine of Pir Nafa—Husain
ghah builds a Cathedral Mosque at Ma <hain (in Dncca district),
where there is still an old colony of Musalmans—The Husaini
dynasty consisting of four kings reigned over Bengal for forty-
four years—Rich people in Bengal use plates of gold—Husain
Shah disbhands the Paiks, and expels the Abyssinians from Bengal
—Hnsain ghah removes his seat of Government to Ekdalah which
adjoins the City of Gaur—Husain Shah, being himself of a noble
stock, employs numerous Syeds, Mugkals and Afghms of noble
families in bis service in Bengal—Husain Sljah appoints efficient
District Officers, and secures thorough peace in Bengal—
Husain 8hah subjugates Rajahs of the environs up to Orissa,
conquers Assam, Kamrup and Kamtah—Husain __Shah's first
Governor of Western Assam or Kamrup was his own son, Prince
Danyal, who was followed by Musunder Ghazi, who was succeeded
by Sultan Ghiasu-d-din, who introduced a colony of Muhammadans
into Assam—Rajahs Rup Narain, Mal Kunwar, Gasa Lakhan and
Lacbmi Narain subdued—Husain Shah builds numerous mosques
and rest-homes in Bengal, as well as numerous Madrassahs or
Colleges—Husain Shah confers numerous gifts of lands etc. on
saints and scholars—For the maintenance of the Rest-house in
connection with the shrine of the saint Nur Qutbu-1-alam,
Husain Shah endowed several villages—Husain Shah's character
—Amongst the sovereigns of Bengal, none equal to Husain
Shah—Traces of Husain gjiah's beneficence known widely—
Stel$ttr Husain Shargi, a refng'ee at the Court of Husain Shah-
Emperor Babar's invasion of India, towards the end of Husain
gjialffl reign—Reign of Nasrat Shah, son of Alau-d-dia Husain
Shah—Nasrat Shah or Naaib Shah a wise and just and an effi-
cient Sbtrereign—Nasrat Shah re-conquers Ohittagong, subdues
Tirhut affd Btajipur, and holds temporary sway over Azimgarh
ini tlie N. W. Province—Hajipur long the head-quarters of the
fifengal Governors of Behar—Emperor Babar conquers Hindustan
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Orissa—His standing army—Daud is aggressive and invades
the frontiera between the kingdom of Bengal and the Empire
of Hindustan-—Emperor Akbar orders his general, Munim
Khan, Khan-i-Khanan, Governor of Jaunpur, to oppose Baud's
advance—Peace concluded by Manim Khan with Daud—Akbar
declines to ratify the treaty—Disloyalty of Baud's premfer
grandee, Lodi Khan—Naval engagements between Daud Khan and
Emperor Akbar—Daud retires to Patna, pursued by Emperor
Akbar—Akbar captures the forfc of Hajipur—Daud abandons the
fort of Patna, and sails down to Bengal—Patna captured by
Emperor Akbar—The [Dian-i-Khanan Munim Khan pursues
Daud who retiresto Orissa—Todar Mal in Bengal and Orissa—To-
dar Mai's loyal services to Emperor Akbar—Battle between
the Mughals and the Afghans—Peace of Katak—Bengal and
Behar ceded to Akbar, whilst Orissa yet retained by the
Afghans—Darbar on the banks of the Mabanadi river opposite
to Katak (Cuttack) City held by the Khan-i-Khanan for reception
of Daud Khan who attends from Katak with his Afghan nobles
'—Refined'_éhivalry and magnanimity displayed by the Khan-i-
Khanan Munim Kban and Daud K han at the State Darbar.”

AKkbar causes a general survey of_"BengaI and preparation of its
Rent-Roll by hie Finance Ministers, Khwajah Muzaffar Ali
and Todar Mal in 1682 A.C.—TheKhan-i-Khanan (Munim Khan)
transfers the seat of Government of Bengal from Tandah to
Gaur, when many Mughal officers including Munim Khan perish
owing to malaria—Murad Khan invades Fathabad or Farid-
pnr—On Munim Khan's déath, Daud Khan reocoupies Bengal
and Behar, and instals himself again at Tandah—Yioeroyalty
of Nawab Khan Jahan in Bengal, and an account of Daud
Khan's- death™——Akbar appoints a separate Governor for Behar
—Battle of Akmahal or Rajmahal or Akbarnagar between
Maghals- and Afghans—Daud with hisgeneral! Kalapahar defeated—
Daud killed—Orissa annexed by Mughals—Extirpation of cer-
tain grandeea of Daud Khan—Kalapahar killed in battle—
Leading Afghan grandees 6 Omara flee to the jungles in the
tracts of Bengal—Afghans collect in Bhati (i.e. Sundarbans
including' Bagirganj or Backergunje) under Karim Did, Ibrahim
and 'lsa Khan—'lsa khan's residence—Shahbaz K han, the Mughal
general, pfinders BaKntiarpur; occupies sunard@h and encarips
on the banks of the Brahmaputra- Khan Jahan dies, and Akbar
appoints Khan 'Azim Mirza Kokah to succeed him—Afghans rally
in Bhati under Osman, their chief.

Chapter 111 ...

Account of the Naziffis of Behgal appdinted by “the MughT
Emperors of Delhi—Nazims and Diwans defined—Accession of -
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emperor Jahangir—Insurrection of Osman Khan—Nizamat or
Viceroyalty of Rajah Man Siﬁgh—Wazir Khan appointed Diwan
of Bengal—Rajah Man Singh re-called, not being able to subdae
Osman Khan—Nizamat of Qutbuddin Khan—Qutbuddin Khan
killed by "Ali Quli Beg, surnamed gher Afghan Khan, at Bard wan
—fiher Afghan Khan, husband of Meherunnessa (afterwards
Empress Nur Jahan )— Emperor Jahangir's chivalry towards
his Queen Empress Nur Jahan—Jahangir Quli Khan appointed
Nazim or Viceroy of Bengal—Islam Khan appointed Governor of
Behar—Islam Khan promoted to the Nizamat of Bengal—
Afzal Khan, sonof Shaikh Abul Fazl Allami, appointed Governor
of Behar—Rule of Nawab Islam Kbhan over Bengal, and an
account of the fall of Osman Khan—Nawab Islam Khan transfers
the seat of Mughal government from Tandah to Dacca or
Dhaka or Jahangirnagar— Battle between the Imperialists under
Shujait Khan and the Afghans under Osman Khan, near Dhaka
or Dacca—Osman hit by a canon-ball, and dies—Afghans now
throughly crushed—Islam Khan leads an expedition against the
Mags, defeats them, and sends some Mag captives to Emperor
Jahangir, in charge of his son, Hoshang Khan—Nawab Islam
Khan dies—Nizamat of Nawab Qasim Khan—Assamese make an
incursion into the conquered Imperial domains—Qnpim Khan
re-called—Nizamat of Ibrahim ' Khan' and arrival of Prince ghah
Jahan in Bengal—The title of Khan a high honorific distinction
under the Mughal Emperors—Ahmad Beg Khan appointed Go-
vernor of Orissa—Shah Jahan's insurrection—an aoconnt of Shah
Jahan's invasion of Bengal and the fall of Ibrahim Khan Fateh
Jang at Rajmahal—Many Barha Syeds for political and military
services receive from Mughal Emperors honorific title of Khan
which in course of time obliterates all traces of their Syed descent
-—ghah Jahan marches to Dacca—Prince Shah Jahan's fightings
with thelmperial Armyand his withdrawal to the Dakhin—Assign-
ment of Bengal in Jagir to Mahabat Khan and his son—Nizamat of
Nawab Mnkkaram Khan—Nizamat of Nawab Fedai Khan—Em-
peror Jahangir dies, and his son, Shah Jahan, ascends tho throne of
Delhi—Nizamat of Nawab Qasim Khan—Qasim Khan, under orders
of Emperor Shah Jahan, expels the Portuguese from Bengal—
Nizamat of Nawab 'Azam Khan—The Assamese make an incursion.
into Bengal—'Azam Khan recalled by the Emperor—Viceroyalty
of Nawab Islam Khan I1—Islam Khan sends out punitive expedi-
tion to Kugk Behar and Assam—Islam Khan recalled for beingin-
stalled as Imperial Vazir at Delhi—Nizamat of Bengal bestowed on
Prince Sfeah gjjuja—Inthe interregnum, Nawab Saif Khan repre-
sents ghah Shuja in Bengal—Role of Prince Muhammad ghuja—
Prinoe.Shujatransferstemporarily seat of Mughal government fron
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-Dhakaor Dacca, or Jahangirndgar to Rajmahal or Akbarnagar—and
deputes his father-in-law, Nawab 'Azam Khan, as his Deputy Go-
vernor at Jahangirnagar—In 1658 A.C. Shah Shuja prepares anew
Rent-roll of Bengal—The Prince recalled—ghall Shuja a lover of
architecture and builds numerous marble edifices in Rajmahal,
Monghyr and Dacca—Nizamat of Nawab Itagad Khan—Nawab Ita-
gad Khan recalled—Rule of Prince Shah Shnja for the second time
in Bengal—Akbar banished most of his 'Ulama to Bengal—Em-
peror Shah Jahan falls ill—Fratricidal wars between Shah Jahan's
son, Dara Shekoh, §hah Shnja, Aurangzeb and Murad—Arangzeb
triumphs in the end over all the brothers—Shah Shuja defeated
and pursued by Aurangzeb's general, Mir Jumla, Muazzam Khan,
Khan-i-Khanan—Viceroyalty of Mir Jumla, Nawab Muazzam
Khan, Khan-i-Khanan—Prince Shah Shnjafliesto Arrakan, where
he perishes—The Khan-i-Khanan Muazzam Khan Mir Jumla leads
expeditions to Kuch Behar and Assam, and subdues them, falls ill,
returns and diesat Khizrpur near Naraingunge in the Dacca dis-
trict—Viceroyalty of Nawab Amirul-Umara Shaista Khan—
Nawab Shaista Khan chastises thoroughly the Mag and Portuguese
pirates, and with hisson Buzurg Umed Khan re-conquers Chitta-
gong and names it |slamabad—Nawab Shaista Khan forms a promi-
nent fignre in connection with the early commercial enterprises of
the English East India Company—Nawab Shaista Khan builds
numerous Madrassahs or Colleges, Mosques, rest-houses, bridges and
roads —Economic condition of the people in Bengal attains an
unique degree of prosperity—Rice sells at two annas per maund—
Nawab Shaista Khan buildsthe Katrah or tower and other buildings
at Dhaka or Dacca—Viceroyalty of Nawab Ibrahim Khan—The
English merchants style Nawab Ibrahim Khan " the most famously
just and good Nabob" —Ibrahim Khan allows the English to return
from Madras and finally settle at Sutanati (future Calcutta)—Em-
peror Aurangzeb engaged in fighting for twelve years in the
Dakhin against the Musalman kingdoms of Bijapur and
Golcondah, and Ahmadnagar, and also against the Mahrattas under
Sivaji and Sambhu—The Emperor's protracted absence from his
capital leads to outbreak of insurrections in different parts of the
Empire—Rebellion of Sabha Singh, Zamindar of Chittwah and of
Rahim Khan, the Afghan—Kighan Ram, Zamindar of Bard wan,
killed by the rebels—Nurnllah Khan, Faujdar of the Chaklah of
Jasar (Jessore), advances to fight with the rebels, but retreats
soon after to the fort of Hnghli, and seeks for help from the Dutch
of Chinsurah—Kighan Ram's daughter, aheroine, kills Subha Singh
for attempt upon her chastity—Himat Singh succeeds Subha Singh
—The rebels harry half the province of Bengal from Bardwan to
Rajmahal—This opportunity utilised by the English for fortifying
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their new settlement in Calcutta—Brave fall of Niamat Khan
and his nephew, Tanhar Khan—News of the disaster carried
to Nawab | brahim Khan who exhibits pusillanimity—News carried
to Emperor Aurangzeb, who appoints Zabardasfc Khan to be
Fanjdar of Bardwan and Mednipur, and to chastise the rebels—
Zabardast Khan, son of Ibrahim _Khan, chastises the rebels—
Aiimu-sh-shan appointed Viceroy of Bengal and Behar, Nawab
Ibrahim Khan being recalled by Emperor Aurangzeb—Battle of
Bhngwangolah —Zabnrdast Khan defeats Rahim Khan or Rahim
Shah—'Rahim ghah's flight to Bardwan— Vlceroyalty of Prince
Azimu-sh-shan and fall of Rahim _Khan—Azimu-sh-shan's jealousy
of Zabardast Khan—Azimu-sh-shan inarches to Bardwan—Zabar-
dast Khan in disgust leaves Bengal and proceeds to the Emperor
Aurangzeb in the Dakhin—Tiyuls, jagirs, madad-i-mash, Altamgha
land-tenures noticed—Recrudescence of Rahim Shah's rebellion—
Rahim Shah treacherously attacks Azimu-sh- shan and nearly
captures - the latter—Loyal gallantry of Hamid Khan Quraishi
(Fanjdar of Silhafc) who moves swiftly to Azimu- sh shan's rescue,
turns disaster into victory and kills Rahim Shah the rebel—
Azimu-sh-shan after victory enters Bardwan, and makes a pilgrim-
age to the shrine of the saint Shah Ibrahim Sagga—Jagat Rai, son
of Kishan Bam, invested by the Prince with the zamindari of
Bardwan—Theprince erects a Cathedral Mosque at Bardwan—The
prince founds the town of Shahganj alias Azimganj, in the suburbs
of Hngli City—Azimu-sh-shnn's Mosque at ShahganJ—Farukh Sir,
Azimu-sh-shnn's son, blessed by the saint of Bardwan Suft Baizid,
and prophesied by the saint as the future Emperor of India—
Azimush-flhan sails from Bardwan for Dhaka or Dacca or Jahan-
girnagar on Imperial war-vessels—Azimu-sh-shan speculates dc
Dhaka in trade and introduces Sauda-i-Khas and Bauda-i-'Am, and
is sharply rebuked by Emperor Aurangzeb—The Emperor appoints
Mirza Hadi, sur named Kartalab Khan (afterwards Murshid Quli
Khan), to the office of Dlwan of Bengal—Powers of tié Diwan
defined—Powers of the Nazim defined—Azimu-sh-shan lazy and
covetous, and in July 1698 for the sum of 16,000 rupees permits
the English to purchase from existing holders the right of renting
the three villages of Calcutta, Sutanafci and Gobindpur—Both the
Nizam's and the Diwan's powers regulated by an Imperial Pro-
cedure Code revised year after year by the Emperor—The Pro-
cedure Code or Dastur-al-'Amal in India described—Kartalab Khan
appoints sagacious and thrifty Collectors to every -Pargannah,
Qhaklah and Sarkar—Murshid Quli Khan (Kar Talab Khan)
fesumes Jagire in Bengal of the Bengal manaabdars, and ~alots
them Jagirs In lieu in Oriesa—A big surplus in the Bengal Revenne
thus effected—Murshid Quli Khan enhances the Revenue—

"™
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assessments  of Bengal, presents a prosperity Budget, and be-
comes Emperor Aurangzeb's favourite—Azimu-sh-shan becomes
jealous of Murshid Quli Khan, and plots his destruction—Khiraj,
Jaziah, Tamgha, Jihat,” Sair Jihat revenue and taxes des
cribed—At the instigation of Azimu-Sh-shan, the Nagqdi troops in
Dacca mutiny, and surround Mnrshld Quli Khan—Murshid Quli
Khan behaves dauntlessly, pays up the troops and cashiers them,
and reports the affair to the Emperor—Emperor Aurangzeb threat-
ens Azimu-sh-shan, and orders the latter to quit Bengal and with-
draw to Behar—M nrshid Quli Khan removes with the Revenue offi-
cers from Dacca or Jahangirnagar to Makhsusabad, which he names
after himself Mnrshidabad«—The Mughal Special Intelligence De-
partment, consisting of the * Wagiah-navis' and ' Sawanth-navis *
described—Leaving Farrukhsir as his Deputy in Bengal, Azimu-
sh-shan proceeds first to Mungir (Munghyr) and then to Patna,
which he names 'Azimabad, and settles down there—Emperor
Aurangzeb's fatal mistake in fighting against and crushing the
Musalman kingdoms of Golkondah, Ahmadnagar and Bijapur
—The effacement of these Musalman kingdoms in the Dakhin re-
sulted in letting loose the Mahratta freebooters and other adven-
turers that had, hitherto, no political existence—Mughal system
of Revenue-accounts—Mughal Account-Officers—Emperor Aurang-
zeb appoints Murshid Quli Khan Deputy Nazim of Bengal, in addi-
tion to his office™of Diwan—Mughal Revenue and Fiscal Officials
described—Bestowal of the Deputy Nizam at of Bengal on Murshid
Quli Khan, as Deputy of Azimu-sh-shan—Mint-towns in Bengal
—Naffars "land-tenures” described—"Amils (collectors of revenue),
Shigdars and Amins—Status of Zamindars described—Murshid
Quli Khan prepares a perfect Revenue-Roll of Bengal and Te-
surveySlands in all the mahals of Bengal—Murshid Quli Khan's
settlement and survey procedures described--Mushid QulTKhan
gives tagavi or taccavi or agricultural loans and advances, and en-
courages the tenantry to till their lands and improve agriculture—
Murshid Quli Khan no believer in Permanent Settlements, and pre-
fers Ryotwari 10 Farming Settlements—Islamic Revenue systems
recognizethe soil as State property, and allot a portion of its profit
or produce to the actual tiller of the soil for his labour on it, and
abhor the ' middle men *—The constitution of the surveying party
and the Settlement procedure under the Mughal Emperors almost
exactly analogous to the existing British Sufvey and Settlement
Procedure—Murshid Quli Khan chastises the Zamindar of Bishan-
pur (or Vishnupurj— Asadtrtah Khan, Zamindar of Birbhum, muni-
ficent in his gifts and madad-i-mash grants to scholars and saints—
Rajahs of Tipra, KUCH Behar, and Assam all caved in before the
vigorous personality of Murshid Quli Khan—During Mursfcid Quli
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Khan's Administration, no foreign incursion nor internal distur-
bance—In consequence, military expenditure reduced, and nearly
abolished—Hindu Zamindars forbidden by Murshid Qnli Khan to
ride on palhis—Murshid Quli Khan strict and impartial in his
administration of justice—To avenge the wrong done to another,
Murshid Quli,_Khan in obedience to the Islamic law, executes his
own son—Murghid Quli Khan harsh to defaulting zamindars—
Forcible conversion of Hindus to Islam only on the part of two
Jfaw-Moslem rulers in Bengal—Poddaror the Treasurer—Procedure
of sending remittances of the Revenue to the Emperor—-Some old
Industries and arts and manufacturesin Bengal—Murshid Quli Khan
securesfrom Emperor Aurangzebtitleof * Motamunul-Mnlk Alau-d-
daulah Jafir Khan Nasir Jang'—Imperial Mansabdars, hearing of
the prosperity of Bengal, seek for offices in Bengal—Nawab Saif
Khan appointed Faujdar of Purniah on recommendation of Em-
peror  Aurangzeb— Qanungo Darab Narain—Qanungos Sheo
Narain and Jai Narain—Ziau-d-din Khan, Faujdar of Hngli and
Admiral of all the sea-ports on the coast of Coromandel, a patron
of the English merchants, dismissed by Murshid Quli Khan who
with the Emperor's sanction brings the port of Hngli under his
immediate authority, though hitherto it was independent of the
Subahdari of Bengal—Murshid Quli appoints Wali Beg as Faujdar
of Hugli—The French, Dutch and English secretly support Ziau-
d-din Khan—Battle between Ziau-d-din and Wali Beg near Hngli
—Zial-d-din withdraws to Delhi—Kankar Bangali ; his insolence
to Nawab Jafar Khan; Jafar Khan's retort—Syed Akram Khan,
Diwan of Bengal, dies, and is succeeded by Syed Razi Khan, hus-
band of Nafisah Khanam—The' Baikant' or ' Reservoir of filth' into
which defaulting Zamindars were thrown—Insurrection of Sitaram
Zamindar of Mahmudabad (in Jessore or Jasar) and murder of
Mir Abu. Turab, Faujdar of Bhusna (formerly in Jasar or Jessore,
now in Faridpur district)—Sitaram's residence at Muhammadpur
or Mahmudpur, at the confluence of the Madhumati and Barasia
rivers in Jasar (Jessore) district—Pir Khan, Mir Abu Turab's
general, detailed to chastise Sitaram—On_ Mir Abu Turab's fall,
Hasan Ali Khan, scion of a noble family, who had married
Murshid QuiTKhan's wife's sister, appointed Faujdar of Bhusna—
Hasam Ali Kha@m captures Sitaram and his women and children,
and sends Them to Murshidabad to Nawab Jafar Khan (Murshid
Quli Khan) who hangs ™ Sitaram, and bestows RIS zamindarT on
Ram JTVan—Emperor Aurangzeb dies, and his son Bahadur Shah
succeeds him—Prince Azimu-sh-shan sets out for the Impérial
Capital—Prince Farrukh-sir comeSto Murshidabad and is received
with honour, and puts up at the Lai Bagh™ palace, as Nawab Jafar
lean's guest—Nawab Jafar Khan remifs the revenue of Bengal
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to Emperor Bahadur gbnh—Emperor Bahadur Shah dies, and is
succeeded by his son, Jahandnr Shah—Azimu-Bh-shan Kkilled—
Asad Khan the PrimeMinister and Amiru-1-UmaraZulfngar Khan—-
Farrukh-sir resolves, under the inspiration of his brave mother
Sahebu-n-Nissa, to fight for the Imperial Crown against Jabandar
Sfeah—The Syed brothers espouse Fnrrukh-sir's cause —Farrukh-
sir being displeased with Jafar Khan, appoints Itashid Khan to
supersede Jafar Khan—Battle between Rashid Khan and Jafar
Khan—Raghid Khan killed—Farrukh-sir defeats Emperor Jahan-
d«r 8hah near Akbarabad or Agra, and ascends the Imperial
throne—Jabandar Shah and the Amiru-1-Umara slain—Accession
of Emperor Farrukh-sir to the throne of Delhi—Nawab Jafar
Khan sends presents and tribute to Emperor Farrukh-sir—
Farrukh-sir confirms Jafar Khan as Nazim and Diwan of Bengal,
Behar, and Orissa—On Jafar Khan's representation, Nagar 8et*s
uncle and agent, Fatih Chand Sahu, was invested by the Emperor
with the title of ' Jagat-Set,’ and appointed Imperial Banker for
Bengal—Jafar Khan purchases from his personal income Zamindari
of Qis-mat Chunakkhali in Pargannah Kalharbah in the district
of Murghidabad, names it Asadnagar after his maternal grandson,
Mirza Asadullah Sarfaraz Khan—Jafar_Khan bestows the Deputy-
Governorship of Jahangirnagar (Dacca) on Mirza Lutfull'ah, a son-
in-law of Shujau-d-din Khan, and gives him the title of Murghid
Quli Khan—Emperor Farrukb-sir slain, and Sultan Rafia-d-darajat
raised to the throne by the Syed brothers—Bafi-u-dnrajat dies and
issucceeded by Rafi-u-d-daulah—Rafi-n-d-daulah dies, and issuc-
ceeded by Emperor Muhammad gljah—Nawab Jafar Khan sends to
Emperor Muhammad ghah tribute and presents from Bengal—The
Emperor bestows on the Nawab the Subahdari of Orissa in addi-
tion—Bengal free from Mahratta raids—Nawab Jafar Khan's
quarrel with the Christian Danes who had erected a Faotory at
Bangibazar—The Danes though secretly supported by the French,
expelled from Bengal—Ahsanullah Khan, Faojdar of the port of
Ougli--*-Shujidt Khan and Nijat Khan, Zamindars of Tonki Sarubpur
(in Jessore or Jasar district)—Jafar KJian creates the office of Super-
intendent of Dacoity with spies under the latter—Jafar Khan con-
fiscates the zamindari of ghujait Khan and Nijat Khan, and settles
it with Ram Jivan—Perfect peace and security. in Bengal—-Jafar
Khan establishes Thanahs or military police out-posts at Katwah
Murshidganj, Pupthal—Thieves, dacoits and robbers exterminated
—Nawab Jafar Khan's (Murghid Quli Khan) character, conduct
and policy-*A copy of the Qoran transcribed by Nawab Jafar Khan
by his own hand exists in the shrine of Makhadam Akhi Siraju-d-
.din at Sadu-1-lapnr—Weekly price-current report* prepared—Bke
sold at 6 or 6 maunds per rupee in Bengal—People eat polao and
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galiah daily, spending only one rupee per month—People happy
and comfortable—No exportation of food-grains permitted—A
preventive officer appointed under the Faujdar of Hugli to see that
ihipe in the harbour did not smuggle out food-grains from Bengal—
Murshid Quli Khan has only one wife—Abstemious in habits, but
bllows himself the luxury of ice-water and ice-preserves—Mango
culture in Bengal—Murshid Quli Khan strictly impartial in ad-
ministration of justice—To avenge the death of an oppressed man,
Murghid Quli_Khan executes his own son, and obtains the title of
~Adalat-Gaetar'—Qazi Muhammad gharf appointed by Emperor
Aurangzeb Qazi or Chief Justice of Bengal—Qazi Mohammad
Scarf'sremarkable integrity, and judicial independence—How Qasis
or Judges and Magistrates were recruited, and how their judicial
independence was safeguarded by Musalman Emperors of India—
Qazis subordinate only to the Bhara or the Muhammadan Law—A
Police Superintendent of Hugli stoned to death under orders of
Nawab Jafar Khan (Murshid Quli Khan) for enticing away the
daughter of a Mughal citizen—Murshid Quli (Nawab Jafar Khan)
erects atreasury, a Katrah or Tower, a Cathedral Mosque, aMonument
and a Reservoir—Morshid Quli Khan proclaims Sarfaraz K han as his
heir, and dies—Nizamat of Nawab Sbuja-un-din Muhammad
Khan—Sarfaraz Khan reports Nawab Jafar Khan's (Murshid
Q uli's) death to Emperor Muhammad ghah, and alsoto his own father,
Shujau-d-din Khan, who was Deputy Nazim in Oriesa—ghujan-d-
din aspires to the Nizamat of Bengal, leaves his son Mohammad
Tagi Khan as Deputy Nazim of Orisaa at Katak (Outtack) and
marches swiftly to Bengul—Fighting between the father and the
son avoided through the good offices and wisdom of the widowed
Beg am of Nawab Jafar Khan (Murshid Qali Khan)—Shujan- d-din's
character, conduct and policy—his humane treatment of the
Bengal defaulting zamindars—gjiajau-d-din sends tribute and -pre-
sents te Emperor Muhammad ghah—Nawab fihujau-d-din's public
works—Nawab 8hnjau»d-din delegates the duties of the Nizamat
of Bengal to a Council or Cabinet of Advisers* and himself prefers
pleasures'—Haji Ahmad, Kai Alamojgand Diwan, and Jagat Set
Fatebfikand members, of Nawab fitojau-d-din's State Council in
Bengal—Alamafcand appointed Deputy D#wan of Bengal—Ante-
cedents of Haji Ahmad and Mirsa Bandi (afterwards Ali Vardi
Khan)—Chief Administrative Officers in the beginning of the
regime of Nawab Shujan-d-diu Khan—Quarrel between Shuja Quli
Khan Faujdar of Hugli, and the English, Datoh and French
‘merchants—English goods seised, but afterwards'r eleased—Chi ef
of the English factory at Qaaim bazar agrees te pay three iocs as

csar to Nawab Shujau-d-din Khan—Chief of the English factory
in Calcutta remits the newer to Nawab Sfcuiaa-d-dia |£aa—
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Behar added to the Bengal Satrapy by Emperor Muhammad gfeah
—Ali Vardi_Khan appointed Deputy Governor of Behar by Nawab
g*ujau-d-din—General Abdul Karim Khan, Ali Vardi's principal
colleague—Ali Vardi chastises the Banjarah tribe and subdues the
zamindar of Bhojpur, Tikari, and Namdar Khan Muin—Ali Vardi
obtains for the Emperor Muhammad Shah title of " Mahabat
Jang Bahadur "—Haji Ahmad, Ali Vardi, Alamghand and Jagat
Set plot to bring about a rupture between the two sons of the Nawab
(Sarfaraz Khan and Muhammad Taqgi Khan), in order to obtain
personal advantages—Rupture between the brothers takes a
serious turn, when Nawab Shujan-d-din interferes, and Muhammad
Tagi Khan departsfor Katak, where he dies—Murshid Quli Khan (No.
11), son-in-law of Nawab Shnjauddin, and Deputy Nazim of Jahan-
girnagar or Dacca, appointed Deputy Nazim of Orissa—An account of
Mir Habib, principal adviser.of Murshid Quli Khan (No. il) both
in Dhaka or Dacca or Jahangirnagar, and in Orissa—Whilst at
Jahangirnagar, during the regime of Nawab Shujau-d-din Khan, Mir
Habib, lieutenant of Murshid Quli Khan No. 11) conquers Tiprah,
which was henceforth named Raushanabad—Aga Sadek, zamindar
of Patpasar—Nurullah, zamindar of Parganah Jallalpur—Murshid
Quli (No. 11) receivesthe title of Rustam Jang—Mir Habib re-or-
ganises the administration and settlement of Orissa, and effects a
surplusin its revenue—During the conflict between Muhammad Tagqi
Khan and Safaraz Khan, the Rajah of Parsutam or Puri removes
Jagannath, the Hindu God, to across the Chilka lake—Rajah
Dand brings back Jagannath to Puri—Sarfaraz Khan, Governor
of Jahangirnagar, his Deputy-Governor being Ghalib Ali Khan—
Jasunant Rai, the State Secretary at Jahangirfiagar—Mnrad Ali
Khan, Superintendent of the Nawarah at Jahangirnagar or Dacca
TRajballab, clerk of the Dacca Admiralty—Mirza Muhammad Said,
Faujdar of Ghoraghat and Rangpur and Kuch Behar—Badiuz-
zaman, zamindar of Birbhum—Karatchand, zamindar of Bard-
wan—Nadir Shah's invasion of India—Shujauddin or Nawab
Shujau-d-daulah dies, and is succeeded by his son, Nawab Sarfaraz
Khan—Nizamat of Nawab Sarfaraz Khan—Treachery of Sarfaraz
RTian's Councillors, Haji Ahmad, Jagat Set, and the Rai Raian—
TTeachery of Ali Vardi Khan—Battle of Gherea—Sanguinary fight
between Ali Vardi Khaimand Sarfaraz Khan—Sarfaraz Khan killed
—Decline of Mosleém Bengal from thisdate—Nizamat of Ali Vardi
Khan—-Ali Vardi Khan banishes to Dacca the Begams of Sarfaraz
Khan—Emperor Muhammad Shah's lament on the Bengal revolu-
flon—Ali Vardi's Personnel 6f- Government—Ali Vardi wages war
against Murshid Quli Khan | |, Governor of Orissa, and bestows
all importanfoffices on™s own relatives—Dnrdanah Begam, the
brave wife of Murshid Quli Khan|Il—Mirza Bagir, son-in-law of
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Murshid Quli Khan |I—Ali Vardi bestows the Governorship of
Orissa on his nephew and son-in-law, Saulat Jang alias Said Ahmad
Khan—Saulat Jang taken prisioner, and Mirza Baquir takes the mas-
nad of Orissa—Ali Vardi's avenging expedition to Orissa—Mirza
Bagqir fliess—Mir Habib, the Deputy of Murshid Quli Khan | |, seks
help of the Mahrattas in order to invade Bengal—Mahratta incur-
sons into Bengal, under the inspiration of Mir Habib—At length,
peace concluded between Ali Vardi and Mahrattas—Ali Vardi dies—
Ali Vardi's character—Ali Vardi succeeded by his maternal grandson
Siraju-d-daulah—Nizamat of Nawab Siraju-d-daulah—Siraju-d-
daulah's character and policy—His mistakes—Mohanlal, a Kyeth,
appointed Chief Minister—Siraju-d-daulah's quarrel with Rajballab
leads to rupture with the English—Treachery of Mir Jafar, Dulab
Ram and Jagat Set who invite over the English—Siraju-d-
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TRANSLATION
OP THE

RIYAZU-S-SALATIN OF GHULAM HUSAIN SALIM.

—

IN THE NAME OF GOD, THE KIND AND THE MERCIFUL !

Worlds of praise are due unto the padace of that World -
Creator, who adorning this world by means of His hand of
perfect power with the ornament of existence, has unfurled the
Standard of Creatorship, and worlds of panegyric befit the shrine
of that Supreme Author who has drawn by means of his brush
of perfect art the portrait of Life in pariicoloured lines on the
pages of Creation. He (God) is that Wise Sage, who has entrusted
the affairs of the management of the world and the people of
the world and the good and the right guidance of all classes to
the persons of Sovereigns, and who has entrusted into the hands
of authority of Sovereigns of this world, the reins of the opening
and stoppage of the business of divers cdasses of mankind. He
(God) isthat Supreme Ruler of the Universe who, weighing the
opening and stoppage of the affairs of mankind and the good and
bad of Centre-Sitters in the circle of earth, in the scde of
expediency of the world, has left in every clime and every
country aruler.

From the Cloud of His bounty, the garden of the world
is green.

Prom the zephyr of His generosity, the orchard of the
soil is green.

From the Colouring of the painter of His Creation,

Emerald becomes green in the centre of mine.

Praise unto Lord, Highis His rank and His praise.

Universal is His bounty and generosity,

Ali praiseis due unto His Beneficence !

And blessings full of white effulgence and sacred benedictions
are due unto all the messengers of the Paace of His bounty, - that
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is, unto the Prophets, especially unto that Symbol of Mercy of
the people of the world, that Herald of the Faithful, that Seal of
the Prophets, that Pioneer of the better Path, that Bright Lamp
of theright road, the Baisondétre of the creation of this world,
the First-born : the Last-disclosed,’ that is, the Pride of the
Prophets, the Leader? of the Innocent, the Interceder on the day
of Judgment, Muhammad the Chosen—Ahmad the Select; God's
special mercy and peace be on him and his descendants, and the
people of his sacred house, and on his successors and all his
companions!

After God's and the Prophet's praise,® this humble servant who
is hopeful of the intercession of the Prophet, namely, Ghulam
Husain, whose title is Salim Zaidpuri,* so says that since some
period, according to chances of time, he has been in the service of
Mr. George Udny, who is a gentleman of high position and high
rank, of graceful character, of kind heart, mild disposition, praise-
worthy deportment and great generosity, who isthe Igatim6 of

1 This has reference to the Mnhammadan belief that the Nicr or light of
Muhammad was the first thing created by God, and that all ese followed,
though the Prophet in bodily form was ushered into existence after all other
prophets.

* This has reference to the tragic martyrdom of ljusain and other mem-
bers of the Fatimite family, who were all innocent, and whose ancestor the
Prophet was. -

8 Every Muhammadan book begins with the praise of God. This praiseis
called "framd in Arabic, and is followed by NaH, or praise of the Arabian
Prophet.

* Ghulam Husain Salim Zaidpufi is the author of the present historical

" work entitled the Riyajpu-s-Salafdin, or History of Bengal. Ila®i Bakhsh in
his history " ghnrshid Jahan Nama" of which Mr. Beveridge has published
lately an Analysis in the Journals of the Asiatic Society, has some notice of
Ghulam Husain. He states that Ghulam Husain was of Zaidplr in Oudh,
migrated to Maldah in Bengal, and held the office of Dak Munshi or Post
Master there, under Mr. George Udny. Noticing the Charitable Dispensary at
Maldah, |lahi Bakhsh observes that here used to be the house of Ghulam
Husain, and that in the quarter known as Oak Qurban All is the tomb of
Ghulam Husain who died in 1233 A.H. or 1817 A.G. The chronagram com-
posed in honour of his memory by his pupil, Abdul Karim, islﬁJrJl‘j A
which yields 1233. Mr. Udny appears to have been at the time Commercial

' Resident of the East India Company's factory at Maldah.

* tfatim was a Prince of Yemen, in Arabia. His generous hospitality is a
by-word in the East.
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the world of bounty, theNaughirwan' of the world of Justice, the
Generous man of the age, and who is callous about popularity and
praise—

May God always preserve his good fortune, and advance his
rank, and elevate his position, and double his life and dignity!—
and that he has been in the class of his servants, and has ever
been and is still the recipient of his favours. In sliort, the
excellencies-abounding and bounties-springing person of that
mine of discernment, is unique and matchless in this age.

He is a paragon of all excellencies,

Heis superior to all praise that can be conceived.

He is enlightened, sees through things aright, like old
sages,

But he has the fortune, the age and the rank of manhood.

He weighs his words which are pregnant with meaning,

His two lips, like two palms, at the time of conversation,
are pearl-scattering.

The tray of his bounty is ready for the poor and the needy;

He always keeps gold and dinat * for the indigent.

Inasmuch as his high mind is always pursuant of the study
of histories and travels, and is seeker of all sorts of knowledge
and accomplishments, in the year 1200 A.H. corresponding to
1786 A.C., his bent of noble mind turned towards seeking a
knowledge of the lives and careers of past sovereigns and rulers
who unfurling the standard of sovereignty over Bengal, the
Paradise of Provinces,® have now passed into the secret regions of
Eternity. Accordingly, the order was given to this man of poor
ability, that whatever he might gather from historical works, & c,
he should compile in simple language, so that it might be intel-
ligible to all, and might deserve the approval of theelite. This

1 Naughfrwan was a-King of Iran or old Perda. Heflourished in the
sixth century, and bdonged to the Sassanian dynasty. His wazir was the
famous Buzurchemeher or Bouzour, author of the£afarnamah. Naughfr-
wan'ajugiceisproverbial in the world,

* Dinar, agold coin weighing one misqgal, i.e, If dirhams. For details
ge Aih-i-Akbari, Val. | (Blochmann's Trans, p. 36).

* Our author callsBengal " Jinnat-ul-bilad," or ' Paradise of Provinces. *
| am not sureif thereisany historical bassfor thisexpresson, as there is
for the expression " Jinnat-abad" which latter epithet was bestowed by
Emperor Humayun on Gaur in Bengal (see Tabagat-i-Akbarl, Elliot's History
of India* Vol, V, p. 201, Ain-i-Akbaii, Vol. | | , p. 123, and Badaoni, Vol. I,
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ignorant man, of limited capacity, deeming the execution of the
order of his master incumbent on himself, being the slave of order,
has placed the finger of consent on the eye, and girded up the loin
of effort and venture, collected sentence after sentence from every
source, and for a period of two years has devoted himself to the
compilation and preparation of thishistory. And after completing
it, he has named it |liyazu-s-Salatin, according to the date of its
completion. It is hoped that this work may merit the approval of
all persons of light. It is desired of people conversant with past
times, that if they detect any mistake or oversight, they will over-
look it, inasmuch as this humble man is not free from shortcom-
ings, according to the saying " Man is made up of sins of commis-
sion and omission," and further, that, according to their capacity,
they will correct the mistakes and defects, and if they cannot do
so, they will be good enough to overlook them.

The plan of this work consists of an Introduction and Four
Chapters.

Its arrangement is as follows :—

(a) The Introduction consists of Four Sections.

Section | relates to a description of the state of populousness
of the country of Bengal, and of its boundaries and environs.

Section |1 relates to a description of certain characteristics of
that country.

p. 349). However that may be, Bengal well deserved to be styled " Jinnat.uU
bilad" or * Paradise of Provinces,'owing to the fertility of its sail, the richness
of its produce, and the vastness of its natural resources. During Musalman
rule, the Province of Bengal yielded the largest revenue to the Delhi Emperors,
and in consequence its Viceroyalty was always coveted by Princes Royal of
Delhi, from so remote a period as the times of Emperors Shamsuddin Altamgh
and GhiHsnddin Balban—whose sons in successon ruled over Bengal, not to
speak of later Mughal Princes Royal of Delhi. Under British rule also, Bengal
Proper, including Assam, Behar and Orissa and Chutia Nagpur, forms the
largest Administrative Division of India, contains one-third of the total
population of British India, and yields a gross revenue of 17 or 18 millions
sterling, or one-third of the actual revenues of the Indian Empire. It is
worthy of note that the above expression is also used in Mughal Imperial
(offioiai) documents, videJ.A.S.B.for 1901, Vol. L XX, Part I, No. |,pp. 21-22.

| ** Riyaju-s-Sali&in " is a chronogram yielding date 1202 A .H ., correspond-
ing to 1788 A.C., the year in which this historical work wan completed.
' Raujah ' in Persian meansa * garden,' itsplural being * Riyaz,’ meaning,
* gardens/ " Salatin " means" Kings " ; therefore, * Riyazu-s-Balliiin' means
“ gardens of Kings." It is a pity the author does not specify all the sources
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Section | I | relates to a description of certain cities of that
country.

Section IV relates to a brief sketch of the rule of the Raton
of Hindustan.

Chapter | relates to a description of the rule of the Musalman
rulers who as Viceroys held delegated authority over this country
from the Emperors of Delhi.

Chapter Il relates to a chronicle of the Musalman Kings who
mounting the throne of Bengal, had the Khutbah' of sover-
eignty recited after their own names.

of his history, but thereisinternal evidence to indioate that, besdes consult-
ing standard historical works, such as Tabaqat-Na?iri by Mining-u-Sirj,
Tarlkh-i-Flruz Shahl by Ziauddin Barnl and by Siraj Aflf (which contain
references to the history of Bengal only for the period between 1198 to
1338 A.C.) and Tabagat-i-Akbari by Nizamuddin Ahmad (which contains an
account of Bengal for the period 1338 to 1538), the Badaonl and Akbarnimah
by Abul Fazlfforthe period under Akbar) and other similar standard historical
works on India such as the Tuzuk, the Igbdlnamah, the Padshahnamah, the
Alamgirniimdh, and the Maasir-i-Alamgiri. Salim had recourse also to other less
known historical treatises relating to Bengal which are not perhaps now extant,
and perhaps lay only in MSS. Our author now and then says ' | have seen in
alittle book,* and he also cites a historical compilation by one Haji Muham-
mad of Qandahar, of which no copy seems now to exist. Our author appears
also to have taken considerable pains in deciphering old inscriptions on monu-
ments, mosques, and shrines in Gaur and Panduah—old Musalman capitals
of Bengal. This feature considerably enhances the value of his history,
and gives it a superiority over other similar works, and places our author in
the forefront of Bengal antiquarians and researchers. Indeed, Ghulam
Husain is pre-eminently the Historian of Muhammadan Bengal, Pecause
other Muhammadan historians before or after him dealt only with certain
periods of Bengal history, whilst our author's narrative comprises the history
of Bengal from the earliest mythological period to the dawn of British rule,
with a more detailed account of Muhammadan Rulers of Bengal. Stewart's
History of Bengal isto a great extent based on the * Riyaz ' though Stewart
very often has preferred the less accurate account of the Dakhin historian,
Pirishta, whoflourished in the seventeenth century. Thegreat Oriental scholar
and antiquarian, Professor Blochmann, in his * Contributions to the History
and Geography of Bengal' says: *' The Riyaz is much prized as being the
fullest account in Persian of the Muhammadan History of Bengal." Profes
sor Blochmann further observes " for the early portions, Ghulam Husain
Salim has used books which are unknown at present ; yet he gives valuable
dates which are often confirmed by collateral evidence, Salim has also made
afair use of the antiquities of the Gaur District."

1 TheKhntbah is a Musalman prayer-book recited on Fridays, ' |d days, and
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Chapter 111 relates to a description of the careers of the
Nazims' who were appointed to the Nizamat of this country by
the Caghtl'l * or Mughal Emperors.

Chapter 1V consists of two parts :—

Part | being descriptive of the arrival of the Christians, con-
sisting of the Portuguese and the French, &c., in the Dakhin and

in Bengal.
Part Il being descriptive of the domination of the English
Christians over Bengal and the Dakhin.

other special days and occasions. Therecital of the Khutbah after ones
" name and the minting of coins, was regarded by Musalntan sovereigns as
emblems of sovereignty.

1 N§sms—

The Nazims were functionaries created by the Mughal Government
or by gher ghah (Badaoni, Vol. I, p. 365). To each Province or Subah, the
Mughal Emperors appointed two Principal Heads of administration, one being
the Nagim and the other being the Diwan. The Nazitn was the Governor
or Viceroy of the Province, he was the Executive and Military Head of the
Province, and administered Criminal Justice; whilst the Diwan, though
independent of the former and directly subordinate [to the Delhi Emperor,
held portfolio of the Finance, and was responsible for the revenue administra-
tion of the Province, and also occasionally administered Civil Justice. Thus
there were two independent wheels in the machinery of Provincial adminis-
tration. Under the Nazims, there was a chain of subordinate officials, called
Naib Nazims, Serlashkars, Faujdars, Kotwals and Thanadars on the executive
side, and under Diwans on the judicial side, were Qazi-ul-Qazzat (Chief
Justice), Qazls, Muftis, Mir Adls, Sadrs presided over by Sadr-i-Sadiir, and on
the revenue sde were Naib or local Diwans, Amils, Shigdars, Karknns,
Qanungos, and Patwarts. The Judiciary, both Civil and Criminal, were often,
however, independent of both Nezims and Diwans, and subordinate only to the
Imperial Sadr-i-Sadur or Sadr-i-Kul or Sadr-i-Jahan (or Minister of Justice)
at Delhi, who was responsible for good conduct to the Mughal Emperor
himself. (SeeAin, Vol. | |, p.p. 37-49, and do. Vol. |, p. 268.)

* Caghtai Kfan was a son of Canglz Khan. Emperor Babar, the founder
of the Mughal dynasty in India, was descended on the mother's side from
anobler stock, that is, from Caghtai Khén ; hence the Mughal Emperors of
India oommonly styled themselves as Caghtdi Emperors in preference to
' Mughal' Emperors, the term ' Mughal' not being so honourable, in accord-
ance with an accepted usage and principle amongst Mosems to refer back
their lineage to the nobler Bide, whether paternal or maternal.
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INTRODUCTION: CONSISTING OP4 SECTIONS.

SECTION |. A DESCRIPTION OF THE BOUNDARIES AND ENVIRONS
OF THE COUNTRY OF BENGAL.

Be it known to the way-farers of the climes of travels and
histories that the Sabeh' of Bengal is in the second climate.®
From Islamabad, 3 otherwise known as Chittagong, to Teliagadhl *
that is, from east to west, the length is 400 Karohf and its breadth
from north to south, that is, from the mountains in the north to

1 The name of Subah originated from the time of Emperor Akbar, who
designated the fiscal areas as follows from the time of the ten-years settle-
ment :—A Subah was an aggregate of Sarkars, a Sarkar or Division was
an aggregate of Dasturs, a Dastur (which Sir Henry Elliot in his Glossary
explains as an abbreviation of Dastdru-1-Aml, corresponding to a district
under a Sarkar) was an aggregate of Parganas or Mahals (used as equivalent
expressions), and a Pargana or Mahal meant a fiscal division, the fiscal unit,
coinciding with the dominions of a native chief under the Mughal dynasty.
The words used before Akbar'stime to denote fiscal divisions or tracts of
country larger than the Pargana, were Shaq, Khattah, 'Arsah, Diyar, Vilayet,
Igta, Bilad and Mamlakat. Thus in the earlier Musalman histories before the
end of thefourteenth century, we come across Shag-i-Saraa, Khattah-i-Oudh,
* Arsah-i-Gorakpiir, Diyar-i or Vilayet-i-Lakhnauti, Vilayet-i-Mean Doab,
Igta'-i-Kara, Bilad Bang, Mamlakat L akhnauti. SeeElliot's Glossary, and Ain,
Vol.I | ,p. 115, and Tabagat-i-Nasiri, pp. 148 and 262.

8 The Musalnian astronomers and geographers divided the world into seven
parts, to each of which they gave the name of Iglim or climate—See Ain-i-
AkbariJarrett'sTrans., Vol. I Il,p.43.

8 Isamabad or Chittagong. The district was first conquered by the
Independent Musalman Kings of Bengal. In 1350 A.G., about which year
Ibn Batutah was in Chittagong, it belonged to King Fakhrnddin of Sunar-
gaon. It was re-conquered in 1665 by the Mughals under Umid Khan who
changed the name of the place to Isldmabdd during the rule of Nawab
ghaista Khan, Viceroy of Bengal.—See Bloohmann's contributions to History
and Geography of Bengal and the Alamgir-Namah, p. 940, and the Ain,
Vol. |1, p. 125.

* Teliagadhi on Teliagarhi is a pass lying between Rajmahal on the
south, and the Ganges on the northj formerly of strategic importance, as
commanding the approaches to Bengal Proper. The ruins of a large atone
fort still exist, through which the E.|. Railway passes. See Hunt. |mp.
Gazetteer, Vol. X111, p. 236 and Ain, Vol. II, p. 116.

* Karoh or Kos—Am 16 says.—The Kos was fixed at 100 tanaba, each
conaiating of 50 Ilahi gaz or 400 poles (bans), each pole of 12| gaz gfcer
Seah fixed the Kos at 60jaribs, each of 60 Sikandri gaz. A farsaM is equal to
thr ee Kos—See Ain-i-Akbari, Vol. | | , p. 414,
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Sarkar Madaran,® which is the southern limit of this Subah, is
200 Karoh. And since in the period of Jalal-uddin Muhammad
Akbar Padshah Ghazi, the Subah of Orissa was conquered by
K alapahar* and annexed to the Empire of the Sovereigns of
Delhi, and made a part of the Subah of Bengal, the extent of the
latter 8lbah became extended by 43 karoh in length and by 20
karoh in breadth. In the southern limits of this Subah is the sea,
and towards its north and east, are high mountains, and on the
west, it adjoins the Subah of Behar. During the rule of
Emperor Akbar, 'lsa San?® Afghan conquering the eastern
provinces struck coin and recited Khutba in the name of Akbar,
and annexed it to the Stbah of Bengal. There” are twenty-eight

1 Sarkar Madaran extended " in a semi-circle from Nagor in western
Birbhum over Raniganj along the Damudar to ahove Bard wan, and from there
over Khandghosh, Jahanabad, Chandrakona (western Hnghli district; to
Mandalghat, at the mouth of the Rupnarayan river, and consisted of 16
mahals with a revenue of Rs. 235,085." —See Blochmann's Contributions to
the History and Geography of Bengal and the Ain-i-Akbari, Vol. | | , p. 141.

* Kalapahar isthe famous general of the Afghan King of Bengal, Sulai-
man Kararani, and the renowned conqueror of the temple of Jagannath in
Puriin south Orissa. Kalapatar was killed by a gun-shot in one of the
fights between Masum and Qutlu of Orissa and 'Aziz Kokah, which in 990
A.H., took place between Colgong and Gadhi. A detailed description of
Kalapahar's conquest of Orissa is given in the MaJchzan-l-Afghanl.—See Ain,
Vol. I, p. 370 and Val. |1, p. 128.

8 'Isa Khan Afghan flourished in * Bhati' in the reign of Daud, the last’
Afghan King of Bengal, and continued as ' over-lord' or ' Marzban-i-Bhati,'
as’Abul Fazl in the Ain styles him, with twelve great Zemindars or prince-
lings (known in those days as Bara Bhuiyds) under him, after annexation of
Bengal by Emperor Akbar to the Mughal Empire. * Isa's gadi was known as
Masnad-i-All, the existing Diwan families of Haibatnagar and Jangalbari in
Mymensingh district claim descent from 'Isa. " Bhati" according to Abul
Pazl extended 400 Kos from east to west, and 300 Kos from north to the
ocean to the south ; it thusincluded the Sundarban and the tracts along the
Megna. Grant defines " Bhati" as including the Sundarban and all the
neighbouring lowlands (even Hijely) overflooded by thetides. The Musalman
historians never use the term Sundarban, but give the sea-board from Hijely
to the Megna one name of * Bhati,"” which sgnifies lowlands overflooded
by tides—See Ain-i-Akbari, Vol. |, p. 342, and J.A.S. No. 3, 1874, and No, 2,
1875 and Ain, Vol. I, p. 117.

* In the Ain, the Subah of Bengal is stated to have consisted of 24 Sar-
fears including 787 mahals, and the revenue is stated to have been 59 Krors
84 lakhs 59 thousand and 19 dams, equivalent to Rs. 14,961,482-15-7. Its
standing army, according to the Ain, consisted of 23,330 cavalry, 801,150
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Sarkars with eighty-seven mahals in this Sdbah'. In past times,
the fixed revenue of this Subah was fifty-nine kror eighty-four lak,
fifty-nine thousand and three hundred and nineteen dams, which is
equal to about one kror forty-nine lak, sixty-one thousand four
hundred aud eighty-two rupees and fifteen annas in sicca Rupees.
Twenty-three thousand three hundred and thirty cavalry, eight lah

infantry, 1,170 elephants, 4,260 guns, 4,400 boats. Remembering that the
army was not generally paidin coin, but by bestowal of fiefs or military jagirs,
even at this distance of time, it is not difficult to imagine how' Bengal was
overrun by colonies of Musalmah feudal barons—See Ain-i-Akbari, Vol. | |,
p. 129 and Vol, I, p. 370.

AON THE FRONTIERS OF MUHAMMADAN BENGAL.

The text as well as the Akbarnamah and the Igbalnamah-i-Jahangiri state
that Bengal was bounded on the south by the sea, on the north by hills (that
is, those south of Nepaul, Sikkim, and Bhutan), on the east by hills (that is,
those of Chittagong and Arakan), on the west b