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Prefatory Note

“THERE is a great mass of noble writing ready to
hand in Tamil and Telugu folk-literature, especially in
the former. To raise these books in public estimation, to
exhibit the true products of the Dravidian mind, would
be a task worthy of the ripest scholar and the most en-
lightened government. I would especially draw attention
to the Eighteen Books that are said to have received the
sanction of the Madura College, and are among the oldest
specimens of Dravidian literature.  Any student of Dra-
vidian writings would be able to add a score of equally
valuable books. If these were carefully edited, they
would form a body of Dravidian classics of the highest
value.” Thus wrote Mr. Charles E. Gover, Member of
the Royal Asiatic Society, in his introduction to the Folk-
Songs of Southern India, printed in 1871. His desire was
to a ereat extent accomplished by veterans like Arumuka
Navalar, Damodaram Pillai, and Swaminadaiyar (Maha-
mahopadhyaya). The Mahamahopadhyaya rescued in
time most of the ‘“score of equally valuable books” con-
demned to oblivion in private and public libraries in
Southern India. These publications have helped Archaeo-
logists and Epigraphists in making many discoveries, and
Historians in determining their perspective. Two more
of those “valuable books,” FmEGsrens and shPZwr have
recently been published by other scholars. Very few yet
remain to be published.



6 PREFATORY NOTE

Of the Eighteen books only about hdlf a dozen have
been edited by scholars of repute. Some, very badly
printed long ago, are not available now. Two or three
have not yet been printed. One of them was a puzzle to
the Tamil world for a whole century. Sriman Swarnam
Pillai of the Hindu College, Tinnevelly, deserves all credit
for reclaiming it from Lethe. It is a copy made by (erd!
sg@er safrmui) Kari Ratna Kaviroyar. commentator
of Maran Alankaram, a Tamil scholar of vast erudition
who lived in the sixteenth century. This book is (@er
af%v) Innilai by (Gumiieswni) Poikaiyar, author of Kala-
vali Narpadu. This book has been printed recently by
Sriman V. O. Chidambaram Pillai (with his own com-
mentary). Some scholars are of opinion that the one work
of the Eighteen which puzzles the Tamil world is endjsib %0
and not @ére®%v. There are others who say that ®#%or
comprises five works of which one is yet unearthed.

The present edition of Muthu Mozhi Kanji includes
the old commentary (a word for word paraphrase) and
some notes added by me.

Perambur, Madras, )| T. C
1st July, 1919. ) S
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