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PREFACE

“NEW-AGE?” I style this sociology because it aims to light up Modern
Society, which takes in now about two-fifths of mankind. I undertake
to dissect this type of society, trace the processes which characterize it,
lay bare the factors which have made it what it is, identify the forces
urging it into its next phase, and set forth the major problems its leaders
have to face.

In my Principles of Sociology (Third Edition, 1938) I offered what
seemed to me a fairly rounded body of theory regarding human soci-
eties. In this work I lighten my task by leaving out of account all the
vanished historic societies—of the Middle Ages as well as of classical
antiquity—and contemporary societies (e.g., those of Asia) which lie
outside that culture known as “Western civilization.” My aim is to
center attention upon the type of society we are mow living in, be-
cause its outcome means just everything in the world to us. It is one
conditioned by a curbed mortality, a controlled fecundity, a great
development of urbanism—with a corresponding decline of ruralism—,
perfected transport and communication, production with the aid of power-
driven machinery, a vast and growing volume of capital, competitive
consumption, efflorescence of the capitalist class, ardent cultivation and
practical application of the sciences, printing, radio, public education,
general literacy, diffusion of worth-while knowledge, and some sharing
of the people in government. All the salient analyses and discussions in
this book bear on the difficulties which the more intelligent element of
this society may be called upon to meet and cope with.

Because Principles of Sociology, embodying a system, ignores cer-
tain pressing problems-of-the-day, I have in this book supplemented
theory with a new section dealing with a dozen questions of practical
significance on which social theory sheds light.

The “Tests and Challenges” at the end of the book will assist the
instructor in confirming the student’s understanding of the text.

In the forty-five years since I joined the little band of pioneers la-
bgring to clear away the tangle of ignorant prejudice and superstition

which then mantled most things social, let in the sunlight, break the
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soil, and start growing truths, sociology has gained wonderfully in
content, organization, and self-confidence. Never once have we had
cause to doubt if the drift of the age were with us. Rapidly this young
branch has won for itself an honorable place in our schemes of educa-
tion and our programs of research. In case sociology goes on surmount-
ing crest after crest, this system of mine, outcome of endless toil, will
by the close of our century look so pitiful that, were I alive then, I
might be tempted to make a bonfire of all my sociological works!
Gesture of chagrin? Not at all. Early obsolescence of my lifework
would cheer me if it were to be the outcome of sociology’s rapid advance
in scientific recognition and popular acceptance.

Personal salvation through social science? No.

Social salvation through social science? I’ll say “Yes”!

Epwarp ALsworTH Ross.
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CHAPTER 1
THE MAKE-UP OF THE POPULATION

The traits and tendencies of a society reflect its make-up in respect to
sex, age, nativity, marital condition, and mental capacity.

Sex. In old countries the sexes nearly balance, but in settling a new
country they become in some degree separated. Thus in our Mountain
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and Pacific states (Fig. 3) there were in 1920 about three men for every
two women. In mining and cattle-raising states the ratios ran: Nevada,
five to three; Montana, four to three; Wyoming, three to two. In British
Columbia (Fig. 1) and Hawaii, (Fig. 2) the spread is even greater.
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4 THE SOCIAL POPULATION

A population at grips with Nature will be strongly male; but agricul-
ture has more use for women than lumbering or mining.

Men are the readier to break home ties and tempt fortune in a strange
land. In our earlier immigration males were to females as three to two;
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but in the later immigration, which came for high wages rather than for
land, they were as three to one.

Districts losing by emigration have more women than men. Massachu-
setts (1920) shows 18 women to 17 men and, for the native stock, 14
women to 13 men. Due to migration to the United States, there were in
Italy in 1911 17 women to 16 men.

Cities, with their offer of personal security and opportunity of self-
support, lure women more than the ruge frontier. Hence, there are more
men in the flow to new regions, but more women in the current to the
cities. Cities, however, differ greatly in their attraction for women. Com-
mercial cities abound most in opportunities for men. Very naturally
Duluth in 1920 had 114 men to 100 women; Seattle, 117; Galveston,
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6 THE SOCIAL POPULATION

118; San Francisco, 121. No wonder such cities are marked by energy,
daring, and prompt decision! Demanding much personal and domestic
service, residence cities show an excess of women. Washington, Rich-
mond, Cambridge and Nashville have (1930) 113-118 women for every

FOREIGN BORN WHITES
UNITED STATES 1910
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hundred men. Manufacturing cities lure according to the character of
their industry. Metalworking cities like Bridgeport, Gary, Butte and
Detroit draw more men; textile cities like Lowell, Fall River and Pater-
son draw more women. Nevertheless, Cupid abhors “he” towns and
“she” towns, so that an excess of one sex sets up a demand for the
other. .

We do not know what traits an all-women community would develop,
but we do know the all-men community. In the Far North or on civi-
lization’s “rim,” the population is in continual flux, for the men tire of a
womanless life and presently return to “God’s country” to marry and
“settle down.” Such a community becomes the theater of a ruthless



THE MAKE-UP OF THE POPULATION 7

greed, for its denizens do not treat it as home, but as a place for mak-
ing money. Since they do not think of it as their children’s country, they
butcher the land, waste the resources, and maltreat the natives.

In the men’s community law is weak, public opinion scarcely exists,
and each does what is right in his own eyes save as he respects the
other man’s “gun”! Life, one’s own as well as another’s, is held cheap
and staked on trifles. Suicide is frequent, seeing that “nobody cares.”
The daredevil spirit prevails, men resort gleefully to a saloon which
calls itself “The Bucket of Blood.” Few pay any attention to religion.
It used to be said in our Northwest, “No Sunday west of Bismarck,
and west of Miles City no God.” Make your “pile” and get away. Time
enough then to look after your soul!

With the coming of women, homes and children the temper changes.
Dependents make a man slower to risk his own life or take another’s.
A new-born love of peace and security causes brawl and duel to be
frowned on. Men begin to lay foundations for law and morality when
they expect to rear their children in the community. Getting “soused”
ceases to be a joke after women abound. As wives and mothers make
their influence felt, the adventuress, queen of the men’s community, is
discrowned, becomes the “fallen” woman. From women, who crave se-
curity and abhor the wanton creation of risk, emanates a sentiment
against the reckless gambling by which the men’s community relieves
its ennui. Unable to use the saloon as a social center and seeing in this
demoralizing male resort its deadliest enemy, the home wars on the
saloon. In the wake of women come schools, churches, and shops to help
them make homes that will outpull the bar-room.

That value varies inversely as supply holds for the sexes. Commu-
nities with an excess of women are ungallant. Men keep their seats be-
fore standing women in public conveyances, bar the other sex from the
professions, let human hyenas prey on defenseless girls. But in our
male mountain commonwealths men pay homage to women. They raise
the “age of consent,” protect their property rights, give them the ballot,
grant them facile divorce, open college doors to them, let them help
manage churches and societies, make them jurors, school directors and
trustees of charitable institutions.

Age. When those under fifteen are near two-fifths, there is either the
stimulus of an underdeveloped country (Argentind, Cuba, Colombia,
Hawaii) or else women are in subjection and unchecked disease has left
an unusually small contingent of the middle aged and old (India, Mex-
ico, Porto Rico, Bulgaria, Greece). On the other hand, peoples with less
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than a third under 15 years of age, curb infantile diseases, deem woman an
end in herself, and freely practise birth control. To this group belong
the United States, Great Britain, the Scandinavian peoples, Belgium,
Holland, France, Switzerland, Finland, Australia and New Zealand.

A graph like that of the native whites of Oklahoma in 1900 (Fig. §)
indicates that people trust the future and are multiplying freely. But
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that for Sweden in 1920 (Fig. 6) shows that the economic outlook is
not rosy and married couples are cautious.

Compare the 1921 graph of English and Welsh (Fig. 7) with that of
1851. The pinching-in at the bottom indicates that in recent years fer-
tility has been sharply curtailed. The greater thickness of the upper half
testifies to the success of public health measures in prolonging human life.

When you lay the population graph of Germany in 1920 upon that of
1900 (Fig. 8) a story leaps to the eye. The excess of women in ages
55-75 echoes the loss of men in the Franco-Prussian War. The deep
dent in the male side of the 1920 graph in ages 20-35 was made by
Thor’s hammer. Compared with the women of their age group the men
25~29 show a deficit of 27 per cent, which means that more than a fourth
of German youth fell in the World War!

Eloquent, too, is Ireland’s 1901 graph (Fig. 9). The smallness of the
age group 55-59 is a reminder of the loss of infants and the shortage
of births in the Great Famine of 1846~7. The wasp waist of the graph is
owing to the vast outflow to the United States, The age group §50-54
is bigger than for 45-49 and the age group 60-64 exceeds that for 55-59
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10 THE SOCIAL POPULATION

because the illiterate old folks, not knowing their exact age, give the
nearest round number. That each of the three lower blocks is shorter
than the one above it shows that after the famine of 1881 there was a

GERMANY, (800, 1920

]
1920
‘o«/tooo
r /|
': L]
il Il
! as|ag 1
g4
H 30|34 |
‘ 25|20 1
l 20|24 [
] 18]19 il
i o 10]14 ® K
T ) F\” 1]
I slo Lo i
I | uwoer|s ) | b ]
=t 1
76 85432101 234867
PERCENTAGES
FIGURE 8

constant fall in’ fertility owing partly to the emigration of young adults
and partly to the deferment of marriage. Warned by their terrible
famines not to multiply rapidly, and by their clergy not to practise
birth control, the Irish postpone marriage as no other people. Less than
half the Irish women at age 35 are married, whereas among us the
proportion is 82 per cent!

Rapid shrinkage up through the early age groups signifies. high mor-
tality among the young. The graph for the American Negroes in 1880
(Fig. 10) proves clearly that the bulk of them were poor hands in
bringing up their children.

Population Index for July, 1937, presents a significant chart (Fig. 11).
Comment the editors:



THE MAKE-UP OF THE POPULATION It

The chart . . . illustrates the distributions generated in populations
that have had radically different rates of increase for some years. In
Japan the death rate has been falling rapidly. The birth rate has also
declined somewhat, but compared with the birth rates of Western indus-
trial countries it has remained extremely high—probably one of the larg-
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est in the world. The resulting population structure is a broad-based
pyramid.

In Austria the mortality rate is substantially lower, but the birth rate
is extremely low and has been falling rapidly for several decades—
fewer persons o to 4, years of age than § to 9, and fewer § to 9 than 10
to 14. The deficiency of age 15 to 19 reflects, of course, the shortage of
births during the War years, and the deficiency of males from 35 to 59
is largely the result of war casualties—Austria is developing the typi-
cally top-shaped age structure which points to the early onset of a de-
cline in numbers.

The death of children and the low mortality rates account for the
larger proportion of Austrians between 15 and 65 years . . . This groiip
represents 68 per cent of the total, contrasted with 59 per cent in Japan.
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However, Austria’s larger proportion of potential workers stems almost
entirely from the latter half of the productive period. In two decades
this group will have passed 65 years of age and will be creating added
problems of old-age dependency for a population in which . . . the
number of young workers will be seriously reduced.

About a generation ago the age structure in most Western countries
was quite similar to that of Japan in 1930. The 1934 Austrian popula-
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tion typifies the present structure in many of these countries and that to
be expected in more of them in the near future. The development of
such distributions will inevitably have profound economic, political, so-
cial, and psychological consequences. .

Almost a quarter of a population will have reached age 45; France,
however, shows 29 per cent, because her children groups are not well filled.
Where, as in Brazil, Mexico, Porto Rico and India, only 12-14 per cent
of the people have arrived at middle age, we can be sure that life has been
hard for the masses. The strides made in overcoming disease are seen
when we note the increase in the ranks of the old. In England and Wales
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the proportion above 50 is a third greater than it was seventy years ago,
while in the United States it has doubled.

Flight from persecution depletes all age groups; but an economic
migration withdraws those in the earlier productive years, who are least
burdened by dependents. Comparison of the graphs of the foreign-
born, 1880 (Fig. 12) and 1910 (Fig. 4), suggests that in the interval

COMPARATIVE AGE AND SEX DISTRIBUTIONS OF THE POPULATIONS OF
AUSTRIA,1934 (SOLID BLACK RECTANGLES) AND JAPAN,1930 (IN OUTLINE) '

MALE , FEMALE

PER CENT

FIGURE II

immigration became much more economic. The graphs of the Negroes
of Mississippi and Nebraska in 1900 (Figs. 13, 14) exhibit the age dis-
tribution of emigrant and immigrant communities.

In a people losing by an economic emigration the ratio of dependents
to supporters becomes unfavorable, while a people absorbing such a
migration gains in industrial and military strength.

Our age make-up (Figs. 15, 16) has significantly changed in ninety
years and is headed to change still further. The great shrinkage in the ratio
those “under 20 years of age” bear to those in the productive stage (20~
60 years) suggests that as a people we should be. amply able financially
to release all children under 15 from industrial labor and to provide for
them far better educational and recreational opportunities than were
provided in 1850.
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In view of the vanquishing of many diseases which cut people off
before their time, the proportion of the population above 50 years of
age, above 60, above 70, is bound to grow. This creates such problems as
the “hire and fire” policy of employers, the using of the elderly worker
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in industry, the safe investment of savings for old age, and the setting
up of pension systems for the aged.

Age make-up affects the group spirit. A community made up
chiefly of persons in their early productive years, is likely to display
unusual energy, initiative, fluidity and adaptability. On the other hand,
an excess of young children and of the elderly lessens venturesomeness,
sharpens the craving for security and makes for timidity and indecision.
Communities with many young voters are less swayed in their politics
by partizanship and prejudice, more critical of party management, less
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governed by feelings from the past, and more hospitable to progressive
ideas. A community dominated commercially by men 20-4§ years of
age will reflect the money-making or business-building spirit. If, on the
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other hand, men above 45 wield the baton, the money-keeping or busi-
ness-keeping spirit will get the upper hand. The community will sympa-
thize with the demand for safety of investments and freedom from
business disturbance, rather than with the enterpriser’s plea for a free
hand and a square deal.

NEGROES
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18 THE SOCIAL POPULATION-

Nativity.! A stream of immigrants may be representative, sub-
representative or super-representative of its people. Oppression starts
up a current of super-representative migrants because it is chiefly the
superior who refuse to bend. The English Puritans, Quakers and Catho-
lics, the Scotch Covenanters, the French Huguenots and the refugee
German Liberals of 1848 and 1939 were among the super-representative
elements which joined us. Discrimination against a people or a race will
cause a representative outflow, e.g., the Scotch Irish and the Scotch
Highlanders of Colonial days, as well as the Armenians, Syrians and
Russian Hebrews which came to us latterly.

In energy and venturesomeness wilderness tamers generally surpass
their kinsmen who stayed where they were born. It is the trout rather
than the carp that finds their way out of the pool into swift water. The
American pioneering breed had rare courage and initiative, while the
European immigrants who came to settle in the Great West may well
have topped the average of their people in these traits. Those who follow
the lure of high wages in a foreign labor market will be sub-representa-
tive in ability. The educated, the propertied, the established, the well-
connected, having fair prospects at home, are loth to expose themselves
to the risks of a strange land. The heirs of success abide in their father-
land; only the children of the poor migrate, and such a stream will
hardly be a good sample of the beauty, brains or initiative of the stock.

The first-comers probably have more initiative than those who come
later, when the channels have been worn deep and straight and smooth.
The poorest stuff migrates in response to a ticket-selling campaign by
steamship agents who go about and excite the gullible with fairy-tales.
Woe to the land which lets itself be the dumping ground for a com-
mercialized emigration!

The foreign-born outbreeds his native competitor, whose standard
of living reflects the better conditions in the newer country. The former
will be ready to marry before the latter feels justified in doing so. The
former will beget eight children while the latter does not see how he
can “do right” by more than four.? The higher standards of cleanliness,
decency and education cherished by the native element act on it like
slow poison. William does not leave so many children as "Tonio because

1 At the outbreak of the World War a third of the American people were of foreign
parentage, while the foreign-born numbered between sixteen and seventeen millions—

the largest body of strangers any people ever engulfed. Never before did the old-American
element constitute so small a proportion of the whole.

2 In 1900 in American cities a thousand foreign-born women could show 612 children
under five years of age to 396 children shown by a thousand native women!
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he will not huddle his family into one room, eat macaroni off a bare
board, work his wife barefoot in the field, and keep his children weed-
ing onions instead of at school. Down to 1830 the Americans were as
fertile a race as ever lived and their decline in fertility coincides in
time and locality with the arrival of the immigrant flood.®

(Statistics Based upon Twenty-two Genealogical Records of American Families)

Number of Number of  Average Number of

Marriage Periods Wives Children Children per Wife
Previous to 1700 ......ccuuun...... 276 2,034 7.37
1700-1749 ...... Seereereeeaan. vee. 802 5,478 6.83
I750=1799 v iuitnreennennnnnnnnnnn, 1,966 12,649 6.43
1800-1849 ...vvviiniiiiiiininnnn, 5,530 27,320 4.94
1850-1869 ....c.iiiiiiiiiann., 3,062 10,630 3.47
18701879 .iiiiiiiiniiiii i, 1,086 3,004 2.77

Totals ....covvviivvnninnnn.... 12,722 61,115 4.80

A democratic society, in which government, laws and moral standards
are the outcome of common understanding, suffers damage as it becomes
a hodge podge. The unworthy slip into power because groups of worthy
citizens are pulling different ways. When a people is so in accord polit-
ically that fundamentals are taken for granted, it is ready to tackle new
questions as they come up. But if it admits to citizenship myriads who
insist on thrashing over old straw, the relation of church to state, or
church to school, or state to parent, then the ripe sheaves ready to yield
the wheat of wisdom under the flails of discussion lie untouched. Public
hygiene, the conservation of natural resources, the control of monopoly,
the protection of labor, “go to the foot of the docket”!

Marital condition. (Fig. 17.) The Americans are one of the most
married peoples, in Europe only Slavs and Magyars surpass them. Their
marriedness reflects rural life, ease of making a living, smallness of the
servant class and a social position of woman which prompts her to scorn
irregular sex relations. Moreover the fondness of Americans for wed-
lock is growing. From 1890, when first the needful data were gathered,
to 1930, the percentage of the population over 15 years of age married
rose from 55.3 to 59.9—a twelfth! And marriage is earlier; among those
of age 15-19 years there were 15 more married out of every 1,000 in
1930 than in 1890 and of those of age 20~24 there were 73 more mar-
ried out of every 1,000.

8F. S. Crum in the Bulletin of the American Statistical Association for Sept., 1914,
p. 216, offers the following significant table:
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Owing to the migration of industries from household to factory, the
wife is now far less able to contribute to the maintenance of the home
than she was in olden times. More and more the home-staying wife is
supported by her husband, i.e., one who takes a wife shoulders a burden.
If, nevertheless, more men marry and marry earlier, it shows that Cupid
is still a real god!

\

SINGLE WOMAN
S8INGLE MAN

WOMAN, WiDOWED,
DIVOROCED, OR
SEPARATED

/
MAN,WIOOWED, /
DIVOROED, OR

-

~-o

_-Jd MARRIED MAN,
- _-- WIFE PRESENT

FIGURE 17

PrincipaL Types oF Famiry in THE UniTED STATES: 1930

Normality. The degrees of ability within a population are of immense
social importance. The supernormal provide society with leaders, mis-
leaders, inspirers, pathfinders and directors. Under fair competition the
“star” persons will be of this type. On the other hand, the subnormal
largely contribute to crime, pauperism, vagrancy, and prostitution.
Probably a third of the prostitutes in America, from a quarter to a third
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of the paupers, and kalf of the chronic inebriates are victims of a bad
heredity. The proportion of criminals who are mental defectives is
doubtless many times larger than that of the general population.

Mental measurement is still in its infancy; its technique is, however,
rapidly developing and ere long we may be able to gauge with fair
accuracy the natural mental capacity of an individual. It should then
be possible to rate races ard hybrids in brain power, to discriminate at
immigration stations between desirables and undesirables, to discover
which youths are most worthy of being aided to a higher education, to
find for each profession the grade of capacity requisite for success in it,
and to sort out of a body of employees the ones fit for responsibility and
direction. Society will be able to locate its stock of superior ability,
discover whether much of it is running to waste, see whether it is repro-
ducing itself, and trace the routes and causes of the migrations of the
capable.



CHAPTER 11
THE MOVEMENT OF POPULATION

Our species was outfitted with a fecundity which got it through its
worst straits; otherwise we shouldn’t be here! Thousands of times, no
doubt, areas were depopulated owing to a piling up of calamities, but
were repeopled later from elsewhere. Man has been prolific enough to
get past the cave bear, the Ice Age, the disease microbes; that his fe-
cundity is excessive for subsequent easier times gives rise to the “popu-
lation question,” which, owing to our growing mastery of disease, is every
decade more acute.

Origin of man’s excess fecundity. In 1798 a young English clergy-
man, T. R. Malthus, showed that babies come so fast that a people
“tends” to outgrow its food supply. Actually it cannot do so because
certain “checks” generated or aggravated by overpopulation—under-
nourishment, famine, the deficiency diseases, and war—get so rife that
deaths overtake births and growth is arrested.

Half a century later Darwin read Malthus at a time when he had
been impressed with the huge proportion of spores, seeds, eggs and
young which in a state of nature never mature and he perceived that
not man alone but every species is fitted out with excess fecundity.
“Every organic being,” he concluded, “naturally increases at so high a
rate that, if not destroyed, the earth would soon be covered by the
progeny of a single pair.” Hence, the “struggle for existence,” which—
via the “survival of the fittest”—Ileads up to the process of “natural
selection” by which each form of life becomes better and better “adapted
to its environment.”

In Malthus’s day everybody supposed that a benevolent God, some
six thousand years ago, created man to be happy; so Malthus as an
orthodox clergyman was “stumped” to account for our species being
equipped with a sex appetite likely to produce from ten to twenty
pregnancies per couple—which can but result in widespread misery!

In the light of what we now know as to man’s past, such a fecundity
does not appear excessive. Like every species man was provided with

23
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a “margin of safety” to get him past crises, so that in ordinary times
much of his fecundity is superfluous. Then with every advance in peace,
hygiene, medicine and sanitation, he finds himself with a bit more ex-
cess fecundity on his hands; at present no advanced peoples dares use
more than a third of its potency. Unless the problem is met by general
resort to contraception, couples will be called upon some day for prodi-
gies of self-restraint in sex-gratification !

Peak rates of human increase. In a healthy population of normal
make-up, whose only check on fertility is monogamous marriage, births
may range from 50 to 60 per thousand per annum. Thus we come upon
rates of 49 in Russia, 1886—95, and in India at about the same time;
and these figures need revising upwards! Nowhere do we find higher
fertility than in the province of Quebec where the habitants—good
Catholics—dare not practise birth control. Quite often a priest after
returning for his parish a number of births which shows a rate of from
50 to 55 per thousand adds the caution, “Many births are not recorded.”

In the first decade of the nineteenth century, the natural increase of
the American people was 31.5 per thousand a year; yet it must have
been subject then to an annual death-rate of 20-22—twice that of to-
day! With the aid of modern medical knowledge a people so prolific
could bring its death-rate down to 16 or 17, thus achieving an annual
growth of 314 per cent. This would double it in about twenty years;
at the end of a century it should be thirty-two times as numerous!

The muzzling of famine. Recurrent famine has been a great re-
mover of excess population; yet among the advanced peoples the gaunt
demon has been put out of business. In England real famine has been
unknown for three centuries. It is safe to say that a third of mankind is
no longer shadowed by famine. What saves them is:

1. I'mproved means of transportation. From how far can you draw
supplies in case of dearth? When ten leagues is the limit, one season in
twenty may be so bad that the local price of food will be doubled. When
rails give you a radius of 500 miles, this may occur but once in a cen-
tury. When it is possible to tap overseas sources, famine may never
come.

2. The perfecting of the art of food preservation. Drying, canning,
and chilling have been so perfected that there is now hardly a limit to
the keeping, and therewith to the shipping, of food.

3. Stabilization of agriculture by water control. The leading of
streams to parching fields is becoming general in lands of uncertain
rainfall. Great engineering works which impound flood-waters in high
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valleys to release them when distant river plains are athirst, insure crops
against drouths.

4. A high standard of living. The average Indian agriculturist lays
out on food 94 per cent of his total expenditure; the carpenter, 83.5 per
cent; the blacksmith, 79 per cent. The American wage earner, on the
other hand, lays out 38-45 per cent of his income on food. Hence, in
a time of dearth Oriental wage earners may not be able to tolerate a
rise in prices availing to draw in food from sources more than a hundred
miles distant; whereas American wage earners might meet the cost of
bringing food from the ends of the earth.

5. The combatting of famine by improved social organization. Even
teeming British India now eludes the bony fingers of famine. In olden
times every local crop failure meant starvation for some; but, in these
days, local officials keep a watchful eye on the state of the crops, the
course of food prices, the reports of deaths. Prepared programs of relief
work are put into operation the moment the volume of distress reaches
a certain point.

The conquest of diseases. Many of the diseases which used to keep
down population have been put out of action. The presence of small-
pox now makes any community hang its head; cholera and plague are
unknown in the leading nations; typhoid fever has been vastly reduced;
malaria and hookworm disease are rare; yellow fever has ceased to be
a terrer; typhus is practically unknown among the cleanly; diphtheria
has been largely ovércome; as for tuberculosis it seems to be “on its
way out” like leprosy, fearfully common in the Middle Ages yet now
“so rare as to amount to a medical curiosity”!

Results of life-saving. The expectation of life at birth has risen to
50-67 years among the most advanced peoples, while among the back-
ward peoples it sticks in the twenties. A boy born in the United States in
1940 may look forward on the average to 61.5 years of life; a girl, to 65
years. New Zealand beats this by four or five years! Our grandparents,
if city dwellers, lost one infant in four in its first year. So is it now in
Southeastern Europe, while in the teeming Orient one-half perish. Yet
there are fourteen peoples which are getting more than nine-tenths of
their babies through the first year!

In all its eons, humanity never had such a “break”; in a life time it
has found how to cut its mortality in two! Hence, much of our fore-
fathers’ doctrinal hardtack may be thrown away: that life is and ever
must be “short and uncertain”; that sickness is a “visitation”; that an
epidemic is God’s chastisement; that the earth is still in need of ‘“re-
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plenishing” as it was right after the Deluge; that the dull begetter of
sixteen morons has earned “his country’s gratitude”; that “God sends
babies and He will take care of them”; that “when God sends mouths
He sends meat”; that woman is here solely for maternity; that her fore-
ordained lot is to bear a dozen, half of whom will die in the cradle; that
for her to crave any other lot is impious and unwomanly; that mental
defectives have a “natural right” to breed; that man has a “natural
right” to migrate; that therefore every people is under obligation to
leave its doors open to whatever population surplus develops anywhere
on the globe!

The appalling growth of numbers. In 1696 an English pioneer in
vital statistics calculated that the most people England can support is
twenty-two millions, which figure should be reached about 3500 A.D.
“in case the world should last so long.” His figure was reached in 134
centuries instead of 18! Our Census experts calculate that the 4,400,000
whites in the United States in 1800 had 37,290,000 descendants living
in 19o0—an eightfold increase in a century. The English-speaking
whites of the world have increased nearly eightfold since 1800 and form
now a fourth of all European blood instead of an eighth.

Europe, supposed to have had 30 millions at the beginning of the
Christian era, had 125-30 millions in 1750 on the eve of the Industrial
Revolution. By 1800 it had 180 millions, now has 500 millions. No wonder
they fight for “Lebensraum”! Between 1650 and 1929 those of European
blood in the world expanded from 100 millions to 624 millions.

The natives in the tropical colonies and dependencies of the Great
Powers added to themselves 1860-1920 105 millions, a twelfth of all
mankind in 1860. In forty years of British occupation the population of
the Nile Valley doubled, thereby neutralizing most of the benefits
brought within reach by the reforms the British introduced! In half
a century the natives of Algeria, Jamaica and Ceylon have doubled. In
the quarter century of American occupation the Filipinos nearly doubled.
The Javanese are nine times as numerous as they were in 1800. In
forty years the people of India have increased their numbers by 5o
millions, or 20 per cent. So it goes. Better life? Hardly! Just more people
at the old wretched level!

The whites are serving as midwife to the blacks and the browns; for
the white man sets coolies to clearing jungle for tea gardens, cocoa
groves, coffee orchards, pineapple fields, cane plantations, and rubber
groves. He has them build roads, dig for minerals, dam rivers, and cut ir-
rigation ditches. He squelches intertribal wars, puts down “leopard” soci-
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eties, bans witch “smellings,” curbs epidemics. Result: a herring-like
increase which threatens the world balance of races!

Mankind is reckoned at 450 millions in the days of Cromwell. For
1800 the estimate is 850 millions; the League of Nations computed it

18- A
-~ UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA,WHITES

w

wn

L~ 4

w

[+ 4

(&}

z

-

<

1<

>

g

4

S

w . ."’-.. . -‘: \‘\

- . e, s \--~--~

2 a4 \ .. GERMANY S

P ,ENGLAND 8 WALES

\\'—“ ------
21 SWEDEN—" -
FRANGE -~

0- X
2
1928 1929 1930 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1957

FIGURE 19

Excess oF BirTHs ovER DEATHS PER 1,000 PoPuLATION

at 2,116 millions in 1936. Had man increased all along as he was in-
creasing just before the World War, then all the present inhabitants of
the globe might be descended from a single couple set down on our
uninhabited planet 483 B.C. Each sun sets on fifty thousand more
humans. Yet some think this can go on forever!

Hence, the opinion that Science has not fulfilled the hopes she raised;
that Invention, for all her enchanter’s wand, has not made life much
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easier for the masses. The simple truth is, perhaps four-fifths of the
enormous gains from the subdual of new lands and the harnessing of
the forces of Nature by labor-saving machinery /zave gone not to help
people live better but to sustain more lives.

TABLE 1

DAucHTERS AND GRANDDAUGHTERS OF 100 NEwBoRN GiRLs, IN SEVERAL COUNTRIES,
AccorpinG To MortaLiTY AND FERTILITY AT SPECIFIED PERIODS

AN ORIGINAL GROUP AN ORIGINAL GROUP
OF 100 NEWBORN OF 100 NEWBORN
GIRLS WILL HAVE GIRLS WILL HAVE
COUNTRY PERIOD | The Fol- | The Fol- COUNTRY PERIOD | Thy Fol- | The Fol-
lounng lounng lowing | lowing
Number Af/ E’;’ab:; Number ‘9" ’g;‘::;
0, .
ofele):ug h- daugh- of ,[e),‘:“éq k- daugh-
ters ters
Australia .... [1932~34 96 02 New Zealand 1936 97 94
Canada ...... 1930~32| 130 168 Norway .... | 1935 75 56
Denmark .... [1931-35 92 85 Poland ..... 1934 1481 123
England and Portugal .... | 1933 129 166
Wales ..... 1934~36 76 58 Russia ..... | 1927 170 289
Finland ...... 1933 90 81 Scotland .... | 1934 91 83
France ...... 1935 87 76 Sweden ..... 1934 70 49
Germany .... 1936 89 79 Switzerland . | 1932 85 72
Italy ........ 1933 118 139 || United States,
Japan ....... 1930 154 237 (whites) . | 1936 95 90
The Nether-
lands ..... 1936 110 120

* Net reproductivity, per cent.

The decline of fertility. Some vital statisticians see looming the
specter of race extinction where others can see only an overcrowded
planet. This is due to the rapid diffusion of the practice of birth control
(“contraception”), resorted to now by perhaps 10-15 per cent of the
world’s women. In the United States the ratio of children under § to
1,000 women of child-bearing age is about three-eighths of what it was
a century ago. In England the birth-rate has been cut in two in fifty
years. In all of Europe west of a line drawn from Trieste to Danzig
and north of Italy and, Spain, and in the countries largely settled by
immigrants from this area within the last three hundred years, the
birth-rates are falling faster than the death-rates and the population
will be stabilized within a decade or two. As for Italy, the Slavic peoples
and Japan, their margin of growth is rising. Most of the rest of mankind
exhibit an old-fashioned birth-rate and a frightful death-rate!
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“More babies” policies. This matter now lies in sociology’s “hurri-
cane belt.” You daren’t halve deaths without halving births; you don’t
halve births by persuading the married to “live ascetic,” but by ac-
quainting them with contraception. But, once couples feel free to resort
to it, you have no guarantee that it will be used just enough to keep
population in due balance. If with it couples cut births from 50 per thou-
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sand a year to 20, how do you know that they will not cut them to 15?
to 10? Each couple aims to have only the children it wants, pays small
heed to population statistics; yet, if many fertile couples stop at their first
or second child, population will be heading for extinction.

Since the World War the “family allowance system,” under which
employees receive an addition to their salary or wage for each dependent
child—or each child after the second or third—has been extensively ap-
plied in Central European countries and has become well rooted in
France, Belgium, New Zealand and Australia.
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Among the policies Sweden has adopted for encouraging births are:

1—Reform of the tax system so as to lighten the load of taxation upon
large families.

2—Free pre-natal care accessible to all at public clinics.
3—Free obstetrical and medical care.

4—0Of the mothers in Sweden, 92 per cent get a cash maternity bonus of

HIGH FERTILITY

POPULATION OF THE UNITED STATES BY AGE AND SEX:' 1930 (BLACK
RECTANGLES), AND SCRIPPS' "HIGH FERTILITY—MEDIUM MORTALITY"
ESTIMATE FOR 1980 (IN OUTLINE),

TOTAL POPULATION: 1930, 123 MILLIONS; 1980, 169 MILLIONS.

| (] [
MILLIONS
FIGURE 2I

(From G. L. Burch.)-

$20. The poor can get much more, even up to $100. No discrimination
between the married mother and the unmarried mother.

§5—Maintenance for the children up to age sixteen in case the father
is dead or invalid.

6—Free dental service for each child for 50¢ a year.
7—Free health centers for babies and pre-school children.
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8—About half the Swedish communities provide free medical atten-
tion for school children.

In 1933 there were less than half as many births in Germany as there
had been thirty years earlier when the population was ten million fewer.

LOW FERTILITY

POPULATION OF THE UNITED STATES BY AGE AND SEX
1930 (BLACK RECTANGLES) AND SCRIPPS LOW" FERTILITY
MEDIUM MORTALITY ESTIMATE FOR 1980 (IN OUTLINE).

TOTAL POPULATION: 1930, 123 MILLIONS ; 1980 . 134 MILLIONS
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There were only 70 per cent as many children under six as there had
been in 1910. The Nazis sought to reverse this trend with the marriage
loan. The minimum loan is $120, maximum $400, and the loans bear
no interest. They are to be repaid at the rate of one per cent a month
and the birth of a child cancels 4 of the loan; four births wipe the
loan out. No loans to persons showing hereditary defect or to wives re-
taining jobs outside the home. Up to the end of 1936 about 700,000 mar-
riage loans had been granted, averaging $240. As result of these and
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CHAPTER 1III
POPULATION PRESSURE AND ITS EFFECTS

There is population pressure (“overpopulation”) when in normal
times the hardworking and frugal have difficulty in obtaining the neces-
saries of life. You do not exorcise this demon by showing that if food-
growers were only more skilful there would be plenty. On this line we
should never meet with true population pressure; for no people is
farming so well that the yield of its soil could not be increased. So do
not airily wave aside the ugly symptoms of population pressure by
pointing to some ideal technique of food production!

Two great revolutionary economic ideas are at large: Henry George’s
contention that the poverty of the masses is due to the monopolization
of land; Karl Marx’s contention that it is due to private ownership of
the means of production (“capitalism”). Single taxers and communists
are one in denying that a people ever propagates itself into misery; they
insist that chronic poverty among the hard-working is due always to
some form of exploitation!

If you point to the dire straits of the Irish in 1845, when twice the
present population were struggling to make a living on the Green Isle,
they remind you that a fifth of their produce was being remitted abroad
to absentee landlords. If you cite Java, where one-third of the area of
California is made to feed seven times California’s population, they re-
mark that the Javanese yield a large revenue to sthe Dutch. So with
other notorious hunger areas—China, Bengal, Korea; Porto Rico. They
will not admit the existence of genuine population pressure until you
show its presence in a society in which labor gets the whole of its
produce. And, of course, there is no such society !

The fact is, either exploitation or reckless multiplication can cause
mass misery. If a prudent people were freed of all dues to landowners
and capitalists, it would devote most of this windfall to raising its stand-
ard of living rather than to rearing more children. On the other hand, if
a blindly prolific people, stalled by a misery mortality, were suddenly
relieved of all charges for the use of land or capital, its death-rate would

32
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be brought down, population would start to grow, and soon life would
be as hard as ever!

SOME CHARACTERISTIC SIGNS OF POPULATION PRESSURE.

1. Laborious earth sculpture in order to extend the food-growing area.
In the heart of the ancient Incan empire in Peru you find narrow ter-
races one above another for perhaps fifteen-hundred feet up the moun-
tain slopes. These agricultural terraces are often supported by stone
walls and I have seen a wall ten feet high built in order to gain a tillable
strip @ yard wide. In China human sweat has been poured out like water
to carve the hills into level rice fields. On a single slope I have counted
forty-seven such fields running up like a staircase for Titans. In Mexico
I have seen men rejuvenating a field by turning it over to a depth of
five feet by spading. In Japan the area of fields graded to a water level
for rice culture amounts to 11,000 square miles.

2. Completeness of land utilization. There is no pasture or meadow
in China, for land is too precious to be used for growing food for ani-
mals. Even on the boulder-strewn slopes there is grazing only for goats;
for where a cow can crop herbage a man can grow a hill of corn. The
cattle never taste grass save when they are taken out on a tether and
allowed to browse by the ditches or along the banks of the rice fields.

3. Extreme utilization and economy of materials. In China no re-
source is too trifling to be turned to account by a teeming population.
The sea is strained for edibles; seaweed and kelp have a place in the
larder; great quantities of shellfish no bigger than one’s finger-nail are
opened and made to yield a food that finds its way far inland. The
fungus that springs up in the grass after a rain is eaten. Fried sweet
potato vines furnish the poor man’s table. The roadside ditches are
bailed out for the sake of fingerlings. No weed nor stalk escapes the
bamboo rake of the autuminal fhel-gatherer. The sickle reaps the grain
close to the ground, for straw and chaff are needed to burn under the
rice kettle, Tree leaves are a crop carefully gathered. One never sees a
rotting stump or a moldering log. Bundles of brush carried miles on a
human back heat the brick kiln and the potter’s furnace. '

4. Killing labor for a pittance. Hunger-driven, the poor Chinese spend
themselves recklessly for the sake of a wage. The lumber sawyers are
exhausted early. The planers of boards, the marble polishers, the brass
filers, the cotton fluffers, and the coolies who work the big rice-polishing
treadles, are building their coffins. The term of a chair-bearer is eight
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years, of a rickshaw runner, four years; for the rest of his life he is an

:}valid.

5. Low standard of living. In India about one-third of the people “are
living at a rate of about two cents per day or less, are permanently un-
derfed and ill-nourished, are so short of food that they do not get proper
growth, and are generally too weak to do a fair day’s work.”

Apropos of an official estimate of 20,000 homeless children on the is-
land of Porto Rico, we are informed:

The “family” and the “home” do not exist among the poorer classes
of Porto Ricans in the sense in which these terms are used ordinarily.
The degree of poverty which prevents a family from having more than
one small room, and that virtually without furniture—with perhaps a
hammock or a poor bed for the man, no chairs and no other conveniences
—makes the “home™ only a room where the family sleeps in a mass on
the floor at night. Privacy does not exist. Life is lived on the street, and
only a people of unusual kindness and clean instincts could make of the
situation one in which sordidness was not the rule.

PROVOCATIVES OF POPULATION PRESSURE

1. The early marriage of females. For two-thirds of mankind the typi-
cal girl is a wife at puberty or two or three years thereafter. In West-
European society, however, the age of brides at first marriage ranges
from twenty-two to twenty-eight years. This means that nearly a third
—and that third the most fertile—of the female’s reproductive period
has passed unutilized. Moreover, maids that put off marriage until
twenty or after are likely to have ideas of their own as to how many
children they should rear!

2. Female subjection. The sacrifices which unlimited child-bearing im-
poses on the mother so far exceed the burden a large family imposes on
the father that family limitation is chiefly the concern of mothers. When
their minds are enslaved this natural brake fails to work. It is slavery
of the female sex to the male, which has brought upon Asia a crowding
ever more stifling, distressing and intolerable since the curtailment of the
folk customs of infanticide and abortion and the curbing of the great
epidemic diseases.

3. Ancestor worship. In China to die without leaving a son to per-
petuate the worship of the family’s ancestors is deemed a calamity.
Every man marries; if his wife reaches her fortieth year without bring-
ing him a son, it is his religious duty to take a concubine.

4. Reliance upon children as an old-age insurance. The Chinese rely
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upon the earnings of their sons to keep them in their old age. A man
looks upon his sons as his old age pension. A girl baby may be drowned
or sold, a boy never. The parents of one son are pitied while the parents
of many sons are congratulated.

5. The joint family. The director of education of an Indian native
state tells me of the family communism he lives in.

I'live in a household of five brother families—thirty persons in all. We
dwell in one house, eat at one table and are looked after by one staff of
servants. lvery month I give my salary to my father and all my broth-
ers do likewise. Thus all the incomes form a single fund. All are for
each and each is for all. The family is a mutual insurance association, a
buffer between the individual and misfortune. If one of us is sick or
out of work, he and his will not come to want. If one couple has six
children and another but two, the children will be equally well-fed,
clothed and educated.

Hence, couples feel no concern as the size of their family grows.

6. Want of prospect of rising in the social scale. On the very eve of
her Revolution, Arthur Young, the famous English traveler, declared
that France was decidedly over-peopled. It was not until the Revolution
had swept away the old exactions and abuses and ordinary peasants saw
a chance to gain comfort or property, that the French became notorious
for small families.

7. The saving of life by measures from without. The public health
commissioner of British India says in his 1925 report:

Much of the economic loss and human suffering going on in India to-
day is avoidable. . . . The campaign so assiduously waged against ig-
norance of malaria in the Malay States during the last 25 years . . . has
now borne fruit.. . . Java has found it a paying proposition to banish
cholera largely by inoculation and to control plague by seriously tack-
ling the housing question . . . ; the provision of abundant and pure
water has made the control of cholera, dysentery and enteric, even in
the Tropics, a comparatively simple matter.

Hong Kong has become a comparatively healthy sea-port; Colombo
is a modern city with up-to-date sewage and water-works; Palestine
since the war has been hygienically revolutionized. West Africa, East
Africa, Uganda, Kenya, Tanganyika and the Soudan have presented
opportunities for the control of yellow fever, malaria, syphilis and tse-
tse fly disease.

These peoples have children about three times as fast as Western
peoples. Their European administrators can do nothing to check births
but can work wonders in curbing certain diseases. Their extensive life-
saving, while popular, upsets the man-land balance and intensifies pres-
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sure until in the end more of the people succumb to misery and hun-
ger. So, the social benefits from introducing public health measures into
the Orient are largely a pleasing illusion which nobody is interested in ex-
posing! There can be no lasting lightening of the folk misery of the Orient
until their popular culture and education have been greatly transformed.

CONDITIONS AFFECTING THE DEGREE OF POPULATION

PRESSURE

In general, the self-regulative power of a population is likely to be
low when:

I.
2.

12,
13.

14.

The masses are inert and new wants are slow to sprout.
The lowly never presume to ape the style of life of their social
superiors.

. The social economy is so changeless that everybody sees there is

great difficulty in escaping the lot one was born to.

. Caste barriers shut people up in the occupational and social cell

of their parents.

. No education for the children of the toiling masses.
. The bulk of the people are ignorant and superstitious.
. Abortion, infanticide, and contraception lie under the ban of reli-

gion.

. A sacerdotal value attaches to male posterity.

. The government is unconcerned as to the lot of the masses.
10.
II.

The female sex is regarded as inferior to the male sex.
The schooling of daughters is deemed to be needless, even dan-

.gerous. -

The mating of young people is in the hands of their parents.

The girl is married at puberty or shortly after and is years
younger than her husband. -

Clan or large-family communism weakens a man’s sense of re-
sponsibility for maintaining his offspring.

On the other hand, these influences which beget in people foresight
and a feeling of responsibility serve as brakes:

I.

2.

3.

The ready downward percolation of new wants inspired by the
example of the social superiors.

Wide diffusion of literacy and instruction, revealing purple hori-
Zons.

Many doors stand open to poor youths desiring to gain-an educa-
tion and enter the higher walks.
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4. Enhancement of the self-respect of the masses by their being ad-
mitted to share in political power.

5. A democratic type of social organization which encourages the
capable lowly to aspire to any station or distinction.

6. Abundance of opportunity for the empty-handed but industrious
and frugal to accumulate property.

7. Security, especially of the petty property-holders, in the enjoy-
ment and transmission of their property.

8. General acceptance of a high standard of what parents ought to
do to further the success of their children.

9. A low economic value of children to their parents.

10. Deferment of marriage till daughters reach womanhood.

11. The daughter is entitled to as good an education as the son.

12. The romantic conception of love between the sexes.

13. Freedom of matrimonial choice on the part of young people.

14. Equality of the sexes, particularly of wives with husbands.

15. Religion offering personal, rather than family, salvation.

Population pressure and war. In the hunting stage men dare not re-
sort to “close” hunting, for, if too much game be taken in one season,
there will be scarcity in the seasons to come. So, when a tribe has too
many mouths for its take of game, it poaches on the hunting grounds of a
neighboring tribe. But the latter well knows what will happen to it if such
encroachment goes scatheless; hence, there is bloody warfare until num-
bers are so reduced that there is game for all. Then there may be a spell of
peace.

Nothing can be done by pastoralists to add to their grass crop, so, if
their expanding herds cannot find food at home, they have no recourse
but to drive them upon the preserves of others—which brings on a fight!

In the agricultural stage man produces his food rather than gathers it.
When hunger nears, the remedy that suggests itself is to bring more land
under the plow or to cultivate more closely. More food may always be
had, albeit at the price of severer toil. Because they are pressed against
an elastic spring rather than a stone wall, growth of numbers rarely
prompts an agricultural people to attack a neighbor. This is why the con-
gested peoples of the East have generally contrived to dwell in peace with
one another. .

The type situation which invites aggression has been a prospering
agricultural people living within easy striking distance of hardbitten
hunters or pastoral nomads whose land hunger obliges them to take
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desperate chances. What is more natural than for them to fling them-
selves upon the agriculturists in the hope of conquering them and be-
coming lords of the land? The settled peoples of Egypt, Babylonia,
Syria, China, Palestine, Persia, India, Italy, and Mexico have had to
meet thousands of such onslaughts.

In the modern industrial stage there comes a time when the home
market cannot absorb all the output of the mills nor home development
fructify all the capital seeking investment. Then capitalists, reaching out
for new foreign markets, fresh sources of raw materials, and virgin fields
for the profitable investment of surplus capital, involve their govern-
ments in imperialistic rivalry. The struggle for concessions, tropical de-
pendencies, strategic points and secure sea routes is very likely to bring
on war. Although those who secretly egg on their government to pursue
risky foreign policies are not themselves in distress, population pressure
is a gilt-edged asset in winning the masses to imperialism and militarism.

Population pressure and economic progress. No doubt population
pressure pushed early man on from stage to stage of economic life.
Pastoralists love their ease and nothing but hunger makes them resort
to back-breaking cultivation of the soil. Thus we read: “Necessity has
forced Rajputs and others to take to agriculture.” “Only the poorest
Kirghises, driven by want, engage in tillage.” Perhaps population pres-
sure has been the gadfly driving our ancestors from reliance on Nature’s
offerings to the regular production of food, forcing adoption of more
painstaking methods of agriculture and exacting an intenser utilization
of natural resources. Had men known how to limit the size of their
families in those far days, what would have pushed them from hunting
into herding, from herding into farming?

However, another goad has been “want pressure,” i.e., demands for
things other than the necessaries of life. Generally, to be sure, want
pressure has not been urgent enough to prompt herdsmen to settle and
dig their living out of the soil. Even now in many regions the standard
of living is so inelastic that, if wages be doubled abruptly, laborers will
work only half as many days! So is it with the peons of Latin America
and the toiling masses of the Orient. But in enlightened societies hunger
is no longer needed to save a people from lying becalmed in the dol-
drums, for never were wants so whipped up as to-day. Consider: spread
of ability to read; immense development of advertising; ambition to
live better than one’s parents did; the caprices of fashion; aping the
style of the well-to-do; ambition to rise in the social scale.

Man seems no longer to need population pressure as a whip to lash
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him into making use of Nature’s resources. Instead of being prodded into
activity by hunger as an animal is, he is quitting the bed of sloth roused
by cravings which have their seat in his memory and imagination.
Population pressure and political democracy. Where population
pressure is intense the costly things which elevate human life above a
bare scramble to keep body and soul together—such as a noble temple
or church, a beautiful public building, a university, public baths, a pub-
lic park, a state forest, a botanic garden or an art collection—will never
be created so long as the toiling, tight-fisted millions have the say. The
urgent needs of their families claim all they can earn and not one stiver
will they forego in order that an enduring source of enjoyment or in-
spiration be opened. Never will they furnish the means of rearing a
noble palace of justice or creating a college of science unless they are
made to do so by those in power; which means that a government really
controlled by the people will not be allowed to get very far!
Furthermore, when the food struggle is sharp the people will resort to
practices which wreck their economic future. For the sake of a few extra
mouthfuls they kill every bird in sight, with the result that insect pests
multiply and devour their crops, They take fish so greedily that their
fisheries disappear. They so lay waste the native forests, that their
grandchildren will not know whither to turn for wood and fuel. They
cultivate the steep slopes until these slopes are stripped of soil, while
the rivers below, choked with silt, are no longer navigable. Only govern-
ment can curb these suicidal practices, but no government will be al-
lowed to do so if it is really under the control of the hard-pressed mil-
lions whom it ought to restrain. Would a popular government have
brought one-fifth of the area of British India under the Forest Depart-
ment? So universal suffrage is no blessing in an over-peopled land!



CHAPTER 1V
FOLK SCULPTURE

Species quality changes if regularly certain types multiply faster than
others. Hence in the last fifty years there has been much scrutinizing of
birth and death differentials among human types to discover in what
directions our race is being modified. Recognition that these differentials
hold out the possibility of better breeds evolving fills dreamers with
hopes for a glorious social future based upon a purged and select
humanity.

SELECTION IN GENERAL

Pearson has shown that in England, Denmark and New South Wales
the 25 per cent of families with the greatest fertility have one-half of all
the children; this one-half produces 78 per cent of the following genera-
tion; this 78 per cent in turn produces 98 per cent of the third gen-
eration. If this formula holds for us as well, a quarter of our couples will
be the forebears of nearly the whole American people of a century hence!
Now, which contribute more freely to this Abrahamic one-fourth—farms
or cities? alleys or avenues? hovels or mansions? How does the genius
figure in it? the weakling? the moron? the malefactor? In this super-
fertile fourth what place have the pioneering? the cautious’ the devout?
the routine-loving’ the enterprising?

Every generation is sifted. There is the lethal sieve. Among the ad-
vanced peoples a fifth perish before they are old enough to marry; in
the Orient a half are cut off untimely. There is the mating sieve. In
India all marry save deformed persons, saints and prostitutes; among
ourselves more than a tenth pass mateless through their reproductive
period. There is the self-perpetuation sieve, An eighth of our couples pro-
duce no children while a large proportion of the rest produce too few to
replace themselves.

LETHAL SELECTION

Of old untimely death was looked upon as a mark of God’s dis-
pleasure or “a mysterious dispensation of Providence.” The newer view,
40
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that death like any other natural event has a cause, gave opening at first
to an over-emphasis on the selectivity of untimely death. Death was
figured as an archer launching his arrows at the weaker. We now know
that Death shoots many of his arrows at random. Pearson found that
only three-fifths of the deaths in a large group of English Quaker fam-
ilies were selective, while Ploetz discovered that two-fifths of the deaths
among the royal and noble families of Europe had nothing to do with
defects in their natural inheritance.

Immunity to disease. That malaria is two hundred times as de-
structive among whites in Sierra Leone as among natives indicates that
from exposure through countless generations the Negroes have acquired
a certain immunity to it. In the Terai, a wet forested belt along the
southern foot of the Himalayas, the Indian settlers brought in lose all
their children, but still the forest folk survive! The Chinese appear to
be peculiarly resistant to typhoid; the Jews, to tuberculosis. To most
simple children of nature, however, we whites, long churned together
and exposed to other peoples’ diseases, are the “tough guys.” We have a
resistance to pneumonia unknown among the Eskimos; measles, a jest
among us, has depopulated islands in the South Seas!

Medical advance and the unfit. Is medical advance “putting natu-
ral selection out of business”? So far the spectacular gains have been
made against the least selective maladies, viz., the contagious and epi-
demic diseases; for immunity to these is little correlated with general
constitutional vigor. There are, to be sure, killers related to inheritance:
haemophilia, pernicious anaemia, Huntington’s chorea, epilepsy and
many forms of insanity, diabetes, Bright’s disease and arterio-sclerosis;
but these are just the ones we cannot handle by means of serums, vac-
cinations and disinfectants. So, however brilliant our victories over the
swordmen of Azrael, “there will remain many causes of death, highly
selective in their effect, which will always be working to keep our native
vitality up to the standard.” For example, our humane care of mental
defectives by no means exempts them from natural selection. A study of
four thousand feeble-minded and idiots shows the mortality of the
feeble-minded to be double, that of the idiots to be eight times, that of
the normal. As for plain fools, their stocks are eliminated by poor care
of their children; for doctors agree that nothing saves babies like “the
intelligent character of the mother.”

Formerly infant mortality ran from a fifth to three-fifths; now a
people which does not get nine-tenths of its babies through their first
year blushes. But is it not blocking natural selection to save three-
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fourths of the infants that would have died? Not altogether; the high
death-rate of the first month of life has not been lowered and most of
these deaths betoken something wrong with the infant’s constitution.
It is the deaths of infants over omne month old that have been reduced
and these reflect something wrong with the outside—poor milk, im-
proper feeding, bad surroundings—which might kill any baby.

Nevertheless, next to the weak who will die anyway lies a belt of
delicate youngsters who perish if conditions are “not just right.” Among
the infants saved many are of this type and their lack of constitutional
stamina will raise their death-rate later on. Some think our wonderful
saving of infants explains why the life term of our middle-aged is but
little longer. Better protection is about offset by the presence in their
ranks of many who formerly would not have got past the perils of in-
fancy.

Our growing dependence on aids. More and more we are-coming
on to an artificial basis. The greater the proportion of parents whose
lives were preserved by appendectomy, the greater the number in gen-
erations to come that will need this operation. Children that come into
the world via the Caesarian operation will have more female descendants
that cannot bring forth their infants naturally than other people do.
The greater the success of the medical profession in finding digestives
and laxatives to correct the shortcomings of one’s digestive tract, the
larger eventually will be the contingent in the population who inherit
an alimentary system rather below par. The like is true of the con-
tingent that withstand infectious disease only with the aid of inocula-
tion.

So the stock of inherited resistances and immunities built ages ago
into our hard-bitten ancestors is being dissipated; in a couple of cen-
turies little of it will be left. Fewer of us can survive certain shocks with-
out prompt medical attention. Fewer women can bring their child into
the world as the red woman does, without obstetrical aid. The mothers
who can suckle their infant are ever rarer. Unless something is done to
give those of strong and resistant constitution some substantial advan-
tage over the delicate in leaving progeny, the proportion of the hardy
will become less in every generation.

Do not call this “degeneration”; for those who at some time in their
lives needed aid in order to survive may be just as worthy, efficient and
attractive members of society as those able to dispense with such aid.
Style “degenerate” only those so deficient in endowment that they can-
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not “make good” in their society and time. The latter are but a handful
compared with the contingent that have to lean at times on modern
medicine, and surgery.

Slowing down of elimination. Our time witnesses the spreading of
the blessings of medical and surgical advance by public and philan-
thropic agencies, i.e., public health departments, clinics, health centers,
infant welfare stations, visiting nurses and health propaganda. No doubt
this has brightened the survival prospects of the stupid and the careless
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more than those of the bright and the responsible. 4l elements have
benefited but the socially less valuable elements have benefited most.
Seventy years ago the difference in prospect of growing up between the
children of the wise and those of the foolish, the offspring of the able
and those of the incompetent, the progeny of the successful and those of
casuals, must have been much greater than it is to-day.

So death is not combing out the less fit as searchingly as it did before
we set out to “socialize health.” Sifting has been “damped down”; gone
is most of the differential mortality that once kept us “up to the mark.”
Hosts are now growing up and breeding their kind who would have
failed to get by the sterner tests of two generations ago—persons of poor
constitution, of feeble vitality, of low natural resistance te disease, in-
heritors of sense defects or mental defects or weakness of character. Not
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that we should deplore this; by all means let us bring the blessings of
medical science to everybody’s doorstep.
But certainly other means of selection should be substituted!

REPRODUCTIVE SELECTION

Until means of regulating family size had been discovered, the wife
of the professional man or captain of industry was likely to bear about
as many babies as the wife of the shoveler or mill-hand. One notes no
tendency on the part of the rich or college-bred Chinese to have fewer
children than the unlettered peasants in the rural villages. Probably this
is the case over the world to-day save in Western and Northern Europe,
the United States and the British Dominions.

Low fertility invades first the higher social levels. Here, how-
ever, the picture is altogether different. What happened in England was
set forth twenty years ago by Dean Inge:

Until the decline began, large families were the rule in all classes. . . .
Since 1877 large families have become increasingly rare in the upper and
middle classes, and among the skilled artisans. They are frequent in
the thriftless ranks of unskilled labor, and in one section of well paid
workmen—the miners. The highest death rates at present are in the
mining districts and in the slums. The lowest are in some of the learned
professions.!

About 1910 a survey of England north of the Humber showed that
“it is the less healthy parents, the men and women with the worse
habits, and the fathers with the lowest wages who have the largest
families.” Nor is this differential overcome by a selective death-rate. The
large industrial center Bradford furnishes data which show that “at all
ages the parents with bad habits have more children alive than the
parents with good habits.” “Well-ventilated and clean homes have fewer
children in them.” The report sees the prolific unfit as a “swamp which is
threatening to rise and engulf the nation.”

In England and Wales in 1911 there were 119 births per thousand
married males under fifty-five years in the upper and middle class, 153
among skilled workmen, and 213 among unskilled workmen. The babies
surviving the first year in the three classes would be 110, 136, 181. It is
interesting to observe that while solicitors, physicians, and Church of
England clergymen had about 100 births a year, costers and hawkers
had 175, earthenware workers 181, and dock laborers 231.

The more capable leave fewer children. From the 1923 Federal

1 W. R. Inge, Outspoken Essays, 1919, p. 70.
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report on Births, Stillbirths, and Infant Mortality Statistics it appears
that in families in which the birth of a child was registered in 1923 the
number of living children averaged 5.45 for fathers fifty to fifty-four
years of age who were bootblacks, boiler-washers, engine hostlers, long-
shoremen, stevedores, draymen, teamsters, coal-mine operatives, and
common laborers. But the number of living children averaged only 3.54
for fathers of the same age group who were engineers, teachers, physi-
cians, lawyers, judges, inventors, dentists, clergymen, chemists, authors,
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newspaper men, architects, bankers, and railway officials. This means
about two more children left by handworkers than by brainworkers, by
unskilled laborers than by men of the learned professions, by the pri-
vates in the industrial organization than by the officers (Fig. 24).2

A study of the fertility of about forty thousand native white married
women in 33 Northern cities and of about thirty thousand native white
married women in the rural parts of 74 neighboring counties, as dis-
closed in data collected for the Census of 1910, showed that “the rural
population represented by this sample is definitely more fertile than the

2 My researches with Professor Baber (1921-23) upon the completed families of living
couples show that in the Middle West a hundred dependent couples of native stogk, taken
at random, had had 649 children, while 2,500 couples of native stock having a son,
daughter, nephew or niece in college, averaged 280 children to 100 couples. Of the families

of 10,455 retarded children in the public schools of Massachusetts those whose retarded
children were dullards had had an average of 6.24 children.
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urban population” and “in both the urban and rural populations studied,
there is a definite inverse relation between fertility and the customary
ranking of the broad social classes.”

Low fertility becoming general. However, there are signs that this
fertility contrast between classes is vanishing. In France for some time
there has been no great difference in family size between handworkers
and bourgeoisie. Since the World War in places the European masses
have sharply cut their fertility. In pre-war years the birth-rate of Wed-
ding, the great working class quarter of Berlin, was twice that of the
Thiergarten, the rich residential district; now they are the same. In
Zurich, in eighteen years, the birth-rate among the rich has fallen a
quarter, but that of the poorer has fallen a half. In Basel, the fall was
from 17 to 11.5 for the rich and from 26.5 to 12 for the poorer. In Stock-
holm the fertility of the wealthiest class is 45 per cent above that of the
industrial workers and that of the well-to-do is 17 per cent above. It is
said that in German cities the number of children increases consistently
as you go from the lower-income groups to the higher-income groups.

Hence no snapshot of grade fertilities while the ‘practice of birth con-
trol is in course of spreading down through society signifies much. In
two decades the whole picture may have greatly changed. Parenthood
control is a new thing in human experience and no one can foretell
what the fertility of different character and intelligence grades will be

when they have all become self-conscious. and knowing in the matter
of family.

SOCIETAL SELECTION

Social movements, customs, institutions, policies and practices de-
cidedly affect the make-up of future generations.

War. Hand-to-hand fighting favored the survival of the stronger,
quicker, more adroit. Modern war, however, calls out the pick of the
young men, leaving the culls to stay at home and beget. Then, thanks to
lethal machinery, battle no longer spares heroes as it did in the days of
personal combat, but mows men “wholesale.” No doubt the World War
caused a vaster destruction of the sound than any other event in the
life of our species.

The doctrine that warfare is a precious test of fitness to survive is a
Mumbo-Jumbo superstition. Of course folk quality is one factor in win-
ning a war. But in view of the other factors—comparative size of the
fighting peoples, their natural defenses, their access to the highways of
commerce, their mineral resources, their stage of industrial development,
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‘their attention to military matters, above all their alliances—the assump-
tion that the victors in warfare are “superior,” whereas the vanquished
are “inferior,” is absurd.

The cityward flow. As a rule the bright boy who quits the farm to be-
come banker, railroad official, or professional man, leaves fewer children
than his duller brother at the plowtail. The farm family whose members
push on to college and rise into the higher callings does not multiply like
the commonplace family that sticks to the soil. The reason why you meet
oftener with gifted individuals in the Russian rural village than in the
English countryside is that the latter kas been about fished out.

Occupational celibacy. A priesthood is much better endowed than
the general population from which it is recruited; its celibacy therefore
causes a superior current of heredity to be lost to the race. How serious
this loss is may be gauged by noting what science and letters would
have missed had the Protestant churches followed the Catholic Church
in requiring sacerdotal celibacy. Agassiz, Berzelius, Encke, Euler, Jen-
ner, Linnaeus, Emerson, Hallam, Hobbes, Addison, Ben Jonson, Lessing,
Richter, Swift, Thomson, Wieland, and Wren, as well as a host of lesser
stars, were sons of Protestant clergymen!

Among us education is served by more than half a million women
school teachers most of whom in point of natural endowment belong in
the superior fourth of us. The school board policy of employing only
unmarried women and 6f “firing” them if they marry, makes for a celi-
bacy which cannot be good for the race. The courts should uphold the
woman teacher’s right to marry, to take leave of absence and bear chil-
dren, without loss of job. Preference should be given to married rather
than to single teachers, there should be many half-time positions en-
abling a teacher to be at the same time wife and mother, and there
should be no talk of “a moral obligation” of women normal school grad-
uates to teach when they prefer to marry!

Social work. Misery, disease and vice, attack sub-normals with pe-
culiar virulence. This will not deter the wise from doing their best to
rid society of these cankers, for “gangrene is not the best caustic.” But
if they banish alcoholism, kill the infections spread by sex promiscuity
and raze the slums and “dumps” which the sub-normals haunt, they
have removed certain natural filters from the human current. Unless
other filters are substituted the not-much-good will live longer and raise
more children—which spells race deterioration! Among such filters are:
the custodial care or sterilization of the feeble-minded; relief of the
chronic-pauper type on terms which exclude their further increase; in-
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struction and social pressure to deter from propagation persons with
transmissible bodily defect; and the forcing of minimal standards of
cleanliness, decency, child care and schooling upon those congenital in-
competents just above the line of self-support.

Capitalistic individualism. Nowhere is there less practical sym-
pathy with the struggles of intelligent couples to rear families of fine
children than in the United States. Under the general property tax the
home is taxed to the quick because our business class have resisted the
income tax.® For the water, gas or electricity it uses the home pays
about twice the rate paid by a profit-seeking enterprise. Charges for
the medical, surgical, dental and ocular services children require are a
terror to parents of modest income, because the professions are organized
while the parents are not. In some countries wise enough to value and
protect the family the best professional services are available to fam-
ilies for a mere fraction of what American parents have to pay, because
experts are retained on salary to render indispensable services to speci-
fied groups. Millions of employees both public and private are paid a
salary or wage which rises with the number of dependent children.

For a hundred years our lawmakers have been willing to do almost
anything for those “on the make” (business men), but nothing for those
out to rear superior children!

The emancipation of women. Maternity plays havoc with a career.
The woman who bears five children spaced about 214 years apart and
stays at home until the youngest enters school has invested sixteen years
of her life in her family. What of her professional advancement? Realiz-
ing this clash between motherhood and “achievement,” the gifted young
women dedicate themselves to a career while the others marry. The
“pass” woman is much more likely to marry within four years after
graduation than the “honors” woman. Of girls who try for a teacher’s
certificate those who fail will probably marry sooner than those who
succeed! If the emancipation of women results in the talented turning
away from motherhood, talent will become scarcer in every generation!

The eugenist would have the first-rate women marry their kind and
bear gifted children, leaving the second-raters to become teachers, social
workers, physicians and newspaper writers. The right way to cope with
the infecundity of the superior women is not to bar them from any
walks now open to them but to shift the social emphasis. Brilliant girls
covet careers because the career is honored. Many of them would be

3 A pro-family policy would be to exempt from taxation (say) $2,000 of the value of
every home.
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content as mothers if motherhood were equally honored. But this is im- .
possible until superior motherhood is differentiated from commonplace

motherhood, which in turn depends on discriminating superior children
from commonplace children.

SOME PRACTICAL EUGENIC MEASURES

The sterilization of mental defectives. Twenty-nine American
states have provided for sterilizing (not asexualizing) those with grave
congenital mental defects. Thirty thousand such sterilizations have been
performed, most of them in the last decade and two-fifths of them in
California.t In most cases the operation is willingly submitted to. In
1934 Germany adopted this policy and within two years sterilized 70,000
deficients.

We should not expect quick results from this measure. Those with de-
fective genes in their germ plasm are supposed to outnumber many
times the sub-normals. So feeble-minded will continue to be born—in
tapering numbers, to be sure—for many generations after this type has
been stopped from breeding. Eugenists think in terms of millennia!

Making birth control information generally available. The
brighter wives learn about birth control technique and apply it (some-
times frivolously, to be sure); the less alert fail to learn of it even when
they have the best of reasons for desiring to use it. Hence, many eu-
genists advocate the multiplication of free clinics where any married
woman who has good grounds for it may be instructed in birth control
technique. Some 500 such clinics are now maintained out of private re-
sources in the United States.

What happens when death control is introduced without birth control
is illustrated in Porto Rico. Jungle sex habits had been required to
maintain a population under River Congo conditions and they persisted
among the Negro slaves transported to Porto Rico. Then with the
American occupation forty years ago came America’s white-uniformed
army surgeons. Smallpox was downed. Mosquito control ended yellow
fever. Chlorination of drinking water cut typhoid rates. Nature’s equilib-
rium was upset, population doubled and now with 470 inhabitants to

+In 1935 a committee appointed by the American Neurological Association to in-
vestigate eugenical sterilization recommended that compulsory sterilization should apply
only to selected cases of (1) Huntington’s chorea, hereditary optic atrophy, family cases
of Friedrich’s ataxia and other disabling degenerative diseases recognized to be heredi-

tary; (2) feeble-mindedness of the familial type; (3) dementia praecox (schizophrenia);
(4) manic depressive psychosis; and (5) epilepsy.
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the square mile the island is one of the worst large poverty areas in
the world. No wonder its Governor is the first official in history to rec-
ommend openly birth control!

Propagation of sounder ideas of marriage. Among the “Ten Com-
mandments for the choice of a spouse” issued by the highest health
authorities of Germany and the racial-population department of the
National-Socialist (“Nazi”) Party are such maxims as:

Thou shalt not remain single if thou art by inheritance healthy.
In thy choice of a spouse ask about his or her ancestors.

Health is the condition for external beauty.

Marry only for love.

Seek no playmate, but a companion for marriage.

The meaning of marriage lies in a healthy posterity.

These excellent maxims ought to be diffused among young people
everywhere. In the nobler the eugenic ideal kindles that enthusiasm
and readiness to dedicate one’s self which in the past has been inspired
only by religion.

Direct encouragement of births among the superior. In Ger-
many, municipalities have become “sponsors” of the third and fourth
children in the more competent families. Thi$ means that the city pays
to the parents a monthly allowance of Rm.30 for the first year and
Rm.20 for the following thirteen years. ‘

Among ourselves have been suggested: free maternity costs in public
hospitals for mothers who hold for themselves and their husbands state-
- medical certificates of freedom from serious transmissible physical or
mental defect; the encouragement of marriage and parentage in the
(economic) middle class by the dowry system; automatic increase of pay
for regular salaried employees with marriage and with each additional
child; marrying fellowships, encouraging the type of young scholars now
awarded fellowships to marry and have children before permanent ap-
pointment.

However, sound eugenic proposals meet such ravings of ignorance,
prejudice and bigotry that we should not look for them to be put into
effect anywhere much before the last third of our century.



CHAPTER V
CITY AND COUNTRY

* The cityward movement is well-nigh world-wide. New York has in-
creased tenfold since 1850, but London, Paris, Leningrad, and Bombay
multiplied their population by five in the course of the nineteenth cen-
tury. “At the beginning of the twentieth century about ninety-seven
million people lived in two hundred and fifty great cities, i.e., approxi-
mately six and one-half per cent of the total population of the world
were in places numbering over one hundred thousand inhabitants.” *
The strongest urban growth is not to be found in the most crowded
lands. Only 16.7 per cent of the people of Japan, 2.6 per cent of that of
India, and 2.1 per cent of the Javanese live in cities of over 100,000 in-
habitants; on the other hand, a fifth of the Canadians, a quarter of the
Germ#s and the Americans and more than two-fifths of the Britons live
in such cities. Only a country like Australia, where the climate is stimu-
lating, good soil is plentiful, and farmers are intelligent and progressive,
can produce enough food to permit 42.3 per cent of its population to
live in cities.

* Although the philosophers steadily “run down” the city while the poets
are always idealizing the country, the flow to the cities continues because
its causes are deep-seated.

CAUSES OF URBAN GROWTH

1. The power age has so cheapened carriage that the interchanges of
goods between areas, regions and countries have waxed like Jonah’s
gourd. Ever greater is the share of our consumables brought to us from
beyond the hundred-mile zone, from beyond the thousand-mile zone,
from overseas, from the ends of the earth. Gulf Streams of traffic pour
between zones and continents. These swelling tides of trade permit an
ever-larger proportion of us to make a living from handling, storing,
exchanging and forwarding a volume of goods which grows faster than

1 Howard Woolston, The Metropolis, 1938, p. 54.
St
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the population, faster even than total production, and makes an ever-
longer journey to reach its consumers.
2. A century and a half ago our typical farm family produced a large
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part of what it consumed. The women, busy with hand card, spinning
wheel and loom, worked up into clothing the fleeces of the farm flock.
“Rag” carpets covered the floor, home-made quilts and comforters the
beds. The hide of the beef killed for family consumption as well as those
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of a calf or two were taken to the tannery and after six months brought
bome and worked up into foot gear, sometimes by the men of the fam-
ily but more often by a traveling shoemaker. In the smoke house were
curing hams and bacon, while from the ashes in the leach was drained
the lye which, boiled with refuse fat, furnished “soft soap” for the
family. Candles were molded from the tallow of the slaughtered beef.
The orchard supplied fruit, cider and vinegar. “Sweetening” came from
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the “sugar bush” or the patch of sorghum cane. Farm machinery did not
exist; the wooden parts of the farm implements were made on the place,
the iron parts being furnished by a cross-roads blacksmith.

Then came a development of machine production which has drawn
to factories in the towns at least seven-eighths of the household indus-
tries which formerly ministered to the wants of the farm family. Nor
can we foresee that any rural working up of raw materials except food
for the family table will escape the clutch of the power-driven machine.
Few will remain in the open country who do not give their entire at-
tention to some purely extractive industry like agriculture, fruit grow-
ing, dairying, stock raising, mining, quarrying, or lumbering.
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3. Power-driven implements lessen the call for “hands” on the farm
and release a part of the rural population to seek employment else-
where.

4. Oil wells and refinerigs are taking the place of the pastures, mead-
ows, and feed crops which formerly generated the power embodied in
the draft animals bred and raised by farmers.

5. The poor buy mostly farm products; but, as they prosper, their
gain in purchasing power goes more and more to support town industry
rather than rural industry. This is because, the better the ware, the
more of its value lies in workmanship, the less in material. Compare
pastry with bread, the business suit with blue jeans, fine shoes with bro-
gans, porcelain with crockery! The coarser goods embody extraction;
the finer goods, elaboration. Hence, as people live better, they call for
things more elaborated, i.e., for city labor rather than for country labor.

6. Thanks to the host of new duties laid upon government, public
employment grows rapidly, and the proceeds of taxation go chiefly to
maintain city dwellers; for few public servants live in the open country.

7. In our time the city has gained electric street railways, electric
lights, asphalt pavements, rubber tires, pure water, parks, playgrounds,
public baths, social centers, housing regulation, palatial free high schools
and municipal universities. The open country has gained better roads,
the oiled highway, the automobile, the autobus, rural mail delivery, the
telephone, the radio, the electric current, and in a few places the town-
ship school and the community house. On the whole, the town’s lead in
attractiveness constantly broadens.

Age make-up. It is as producer rather than as consumer that one
betters himself by removing to the city. The city attracts from the farms
young, unencumbered adults who leave behind them an excess of chil-
dren and aged. This is why, age-grouped, urban population has the
figure of a top; rural population, that of a spindle. No wonder the grow-
ing city hums with energy and glows with hope, while the countryside is
slow-pulsed, deliberate and conservative!

Marriedness. Since farmers must live near their stock and growing
crops, farming bids people marry. “The city,” Ogburn tells us, “dis-
courages marriage about ten per cent.” Perhaps we should put it, “The
country encourages marriage about eleven per cent. ” In the country as
a rule people marry younger, stick together longer and, in case the union
is broken by death or divorce, are more likely to remarry. On the farm
the family is the natural unit for life and work.
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In view of such thwartings of the mating instinct in cities, no wonder
a U. S. Census expert comments thus on the data for 1900:

The foregoing figures showing the much smaller proportion of mar-
ried persons in large cities, especially in the earlier years of adult life,
would support the belief that where married life is so much less preva-
{ent, the unlawful indulgence of sexual desires is probably more preva-
ent.

Size of family. Of old the city showed fewer children because in
walled congested towns infant-and-child mortality was frightful. Now
the city family which practises birth control has fewer children than the
farm family because children are more of a burden to it and less of an
asset. In our South the size of the town family (white) is about half that
of the farm family. In our North it is nearly four-fifths as large, for
many of the foreign-born in the cities retain their peasant attitude
toward wife and family.

IS THE CITYWARD DRIFT IMPOVERISHING THE
FARM FOLK?

Is it milk or cream that the city draws from the open-country popula-
tion? Obviously, not all cream! The physical weaklings, the crippled or
handicapped, seek the city in order to find something they can do. The
restless and vagabond quit the farm rather than the steady-going. Young
people from poor families make for the city rather than those from
well-to-do families. The “well-fixed” farmer who can outfit each of his
sons and sons-in-law with a farm holds them better than the small
farmer whose sons would have to start on the first rung of “the agri-
cultural ladder,” i.e., as “hired hands.” But study of a sample of Albe-
marle County, Virginia, representing three social classes—upper, middle
and lower—shows that the upper group sustained decidedly the largest
proportion lost to the cities, the middle group the next heaviest and
the lower group the least.? Gee and Corson, from examining the rural
population elsewhere in Virginia, conclude: “The results indicate a
selective migration distinctly in favor of the cities.”

2 Wilson Gee and Dewees Runk, “Qualitative Selection and Migration,” American
Journal of Sociology, Sept., 1931. o o .

8 Wilson Gee and J. J. Corson, Rural Depopulation in Certain Tidewater and Piedmont
Areas of Virginia (“Monographs of University of Virginia Institute for Research in the
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" Looking into the shifting of rural people in New York State, Young
finds: “Seventy-seven per cent of the men who had attended college,
35% of the men who had attended high-school, and 27% of the men
who had attended elementary school (only) had gone into occupations
other than farming.” * The Fifth Report of the Eugenics Survey of Ver-
mont observes: “The emigration movement is also selective in drawing
away people of more than average education and vocation training.
More emigrants than either residents or immigrants have received edu-
cation above that provided in the elementary school and more have re-
ceived vocational training in addition to their schooling.” As to Ohio,
Lively and Beck discover, “A half more of those children who had
started for themselves with a year or more of high-school training than
those with no high-school training left the farm for other occupations.” ®

In 1911 on the basis of a fortnight’s walking trip through parts of
New England which had been losing population for generations, during
which 1 talked with everybody whose opinion might have weight, I
arrived at the conclusion: “The root of the trouble is not rural degenera-
tion (the phrase of the day) but folk depletion. The continual depar-
ture of young people who might in time have become leaders results
eventually in 3 visible moral decline of the community. . . . The knots
of gaping tobacco-chewing loafers that haunt the station platform in
some parts of the Middle West prove that the natural pacemakers of
that locality have gone to create prosperity elsewhere.”

Later I came to suspect that this skimming of the rural folk has been
going on since cities began. Traveling in China, the moment our cara-
van entered the gate of a walled prefectural town I began to come upon
refined intellectual faces such as I had not once seen in days of travel
through the open country. Perhaps this pattern of cityward migration
was that of Egypt, Babylonia, Persia, Hellas, the Dark Ages! If so,
what a dissipation of the original eugenic capital of our race the flow
to the cities must have caused!

The hemorrhage of leader material. The distinguishing trait of
those who thrill most to the call of the distant city is the spirit of initia-
tive. Had they never left home, they might have been among the first in
the country-side to better their way of farming, test a new crop, start a

4E. C. Young, “The Movement of Farm Population,” Cornell University Agricultural
Experiment Station Bulletin, No. 426.

5C. E. Lively and P. G. Beck, “Movement of Open Country Population in Ohio”
(Progress Report, Ohio State University, Rural Sociology Mimeographs, No. 3, January,
1928), pp. 35-36.
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new industry, or push some community enterprise; so their going leaves
their neighborhood poorer in natural leaders.

But natural leaders are key persons. Not only is it they who start
good things, but they keep up to the mark the various agencies which
minister to the higher life of the country community, such as the church,
the school, the debating society, the grange, the rural club. Often one
notes a sad slump in the religious, social, and recreative life of the neigh-
borhood after a few families of unusual initiative have moved away. The
loss of even its best tenth may cut down by one-half the support the
community gives to higher interests.

Decadence of the country-side. The draining away of young people
who would have become leaders results at last in a visible decline. The
local roads are neglected, which means less resort to school and church
and town. The school is allowed to run down, for the cruder sort have
the notion that it always pays to hire the cheaper teacher! The church
gets into a rut and fails to start up the organizations and activities which
bind young people to it; presently it ceases to be a force, or even dies.
In such backward localities, the young people give themselves up to
drinking, dancing and sex because no one takes the lead in initiating
athletic meets, singing schools, glee clubs, literary societies or debating
clubs. If the drain continues a generation grows up that has missed the
uplifting and refining influence of school and church; they are yokels,
coarse in their tastes and careless of the higher things.

So the double pull, of city and of frontier, propagated by schools and
newspapers has acted on the rural population in the older parts of the
country like a cream separator. One comes upon communities which
remind one of fished-out ponds populated chiefly by bullheads and
suckers.

Remedies. Loss of natural leaders, then, is the root of that “problem
of the country” which has been so much mooted among us since Presi-
dent Theodore Roosevelt called attention to it in 1904. There is no single
effective remedy. All that can be done is to give the young people on
the farms more social and recreative opportunities; tie up the rural
school with the life on the farm; stir the rural church to get a new vision
of her task; dispel the false glamor in which the distant city is seen; and
show the bright country youth the best ways of gearing his superior
brains and knowledge to farming.
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CITY SOUL AND RURAL SOUL

Handicaps of the city-bred. Far fewer city-bred than country-bred
grow up under conditions favorable to the development of a sound psyche.
The Hiram House study of the sleep of 1,535 Cleveland children reveals
that up to 11 years the children miss from one to eight hours of their
normal sleep. Those of two or three years are sleeping 11 hours, whereas
16 hours is desirable. The young children have taken on the sleep habits
of their elders! Diets showed that 45% have no milk, 73% no eggs,
71% no butter, and 54% no green vegetable. Not poverty altogether,
but parental ignorance! Such deficiencies may have a startling after-
math. Insufficient manganese in the diet of a pregnant woman may
show up in her lack of mother love. “The calcium intake,” declares a
psychologist, “affects the divorce rate.” ’

Quick tempo of the city. Human nature develops according to its
surroundings; and the biggest contrast in surroundings is that between
open country and city. The pace of the city mind is quicker; it skates
on surfaces, life being so full of impressions that there is little time for
reflection. Compare the multitude of sights and sounds which hail one
in the city street with the thin file met in the country lane! Compare the
big headlines, color, dramatic posters, and winking lights which have to
be used in order to capture attention in the city with the modest sale
notice posted at the crossroads!

Urbanites relatively mercurial. City rush gives mental alertness
and a quick “come-back”; also snapshot judgments and shallow think-
ing. You may long ply country folk with facts and ideas without evoking
a response; but the impressions accumulate and after a while a fixed
purpose has been built up. Once you have brought them to distrust
liquor, the party machine, the demagogue, they retain that distrust. City
dwellers, on the other hand, are sooner hot and sooner cool.

However, much of this immemorial difference between city mind and
country mind is being wiped out. Telephone, hard roads, automobile
and radio are linking the farmer closely with other farmers and with
the city. But even if isolate psychology ceases to characterize the open
country, it will remain the home of the rural mind, marked by love of
the open, intimacy with Nature, sympathy with growth processes, self-
directed labor, and skill: in dealing with things rather than in dealing
with people.

City suggests “spend.” The city does not favor foresight and fru-
gality. Among country folk one is rated according to his tokens of pro-
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duction: his big barns, tight fences, weedless fields, and fat stock. In
the city one is rated according to his tokens of consumption. clothes,
residence, furnishings, and style of entertaining. So country life sug-
gests “Save!” City life suggests “Spend!”

Again, one is most stimulated to thrift when one’s present savings
will lighten future labor. The farmer pinches now so that next year a
windmill may relieve his aching arms, or the horse-fork take the strain
off his shoulders. Besides, his saving is invested under his eyes and
earns him much more than a paltry 6 per cent per annum. The tiles
he lays through his slough may pay for themselves in three years;
likewise, the new barn, the improved dairy herd, the “combine.” But the
typical city dweller has to rent his savings to some one else and is re-
warded not in a vivid personal experience, but in an annual 5 or 6
per cent from some remote company whose directors he does not know
and whose business he has never seen and would not understand!

City runs to extreme types. The rural neighborhood holds up its
backward and wobbly members better than the city. It has one stand-
ard for all; come up to it or be an outcast! So each tries to behave as
his neighbors expect him to behave. In the city, however, there is not
one community but hundreds. If you want to scatter money, you get
“in” with spendthrifts; if you want to gamble, you go with the “sports”;
if you would live by crime, there is the “underworld.” If, on the other
hand, you have a bent for study or saintliness or ®poetry, you find an
encouragement you would never get in the ordinary country community.
In the city, then, each is more stimulated to go to the limit of the de-
mands of his own nature.

The city tends to be cosmopolitan, whereas the country is national-
istic and patriotic. As a rule city folk do not take their cue from their
ancestors, they are always glad to hear of some new thing. Peasants or
farmers, however, hand down what their forebears said and did and
accept them as guides. More than city denizens they identify them-
selves with a particular farmstead or roof-tree. Perhaps this is why the
citations for bravery made in the American army in the World War
seem to show “that the rural private is somewhat braver than his urban
brother.” ® As we get wiser do we not esteem more highly the rural soul?
1 suspect that many city-bred thinkers who at thirty rate city soul above
country soul will reverse themselves before they are sixty; but I have
never found minds moving in the contrary direction!

8 Wilson Gee, “Rural-Urban Heroism in Military Action,” Social Forces, October, 1931.






PART II
FUNDAMENTAL PROCESSES

w{fI ASSOCIATION
VII. COMMUNICATION

VIII. DOMINATION
IX. EXPLOITATION






CHAPTER VI
ASSOCIATION

Human nature in isolation. Trying to imagine what one would be
like who had grown up without human companionship the old romanc-
ers always portrayed a being with our faculties and reactions, though
quite without culture. But a child with only animals for nurses and
playmates would not develop the distinctively human traits at all. Obser-
vations upon humans of “wild” upbringing show them to be characterized
by a vegetative type of existence, automatic reactions, unconsciousness
of self, inability to learn the use of language, absence of social emotions,
and indifference to human companionship. Self-consciousness, person-
ality, and the ordinary capacity for thought and emotion develop only
through association with human kind.

Early in the last century, from observing the mutual contamination
of prison inmates some came to advocate solitary confinement. But how
little they understood human nature! In 1821, by act of the legislature
of New York, eighty convicts in the Auburn prison were put into soli-
tary cells without labor. At the end of a year five were dead, one had
killed himself, another was mad, and the rest were melancholy. In 1842,
in England, Pentonville prison began to confine the prisoner in solitude
for the first eighteen months of his sentence. For the next eight years
the insanity rate among Pentonville prisoners was ten times as high as
in other English prisons!

Victims of prolonged solitude generally become the prey of melan-
cholia, delusions, and hallucinations. They cease to have emotions,
shrink from the sight of others, perhaps return willingly to their cell as
to a grateful shelter. Hermits exhibit various forms of mental disinte-
gration. Biographies of the anchorite saints record strange noises and
mysterious voices, which their times deemed supernatural but which
were really sense-hallucinations in no wise different from those which
visit to-day the isolated lighthouse keeper, or the lonely shepherd.

In their mad thirst for companionship the immured make pets of
mice, rats, and birds, even spiders, ants, and flies. In lieu of anything
better, a flower or a struggling plant may furnish support to the starv-

63 ’



64 FUNDAMENTAL PROCESSES -

ing social self. Incorrigible prisoners have been softened and transformed
by having small animals to pet or even a flower box to tend.

Phantasy made to compensate for lack of companionship. Not
a few children have imaginary companions with names and clearly
marked traits, with whom they talk, play, quarrel, and make up. Some-
times the lone child projects several imaginary playmates with distinct
personalities, who have varied experiences, develop life histories, and
live on with their creator into adult life. One investigator brought to light
fifty cases of children with such companions. Akin to this is the practice
of “talking to one’s self” which grows up in hermits, trappers, prospec-
tors, and other solitaries. The lonely soul finds a faint companionship
in the sound of the voice just as the timid boy is heartened by hearing
his own whistling! _

The prisoner finds relief from his loneliness by tearing pictures out of
books and newspapers and fastening them on his walls. If he has a
latent artistic talent he lines his cell with drawings which almost always
represent human heads or figures. If he writes he is likely to produce
autobiography, the most intimate of literary forms. “Every trifle
wrought in confinement, every color stain upon prison walls; every non-
sense couplet; and every attempt at biography or philosophy, represents
an effort of loneliness to people the waste of hours to which the physical
presence of others is denied. It is an effort to multiply the spirits of one’s
own personality when all other avenues of intercourse are closed.”

Society and solitude. The sociable man joins any crowd he happens
upon, is glad to be one of a great congregation, a procession, a regiment,
enjoys moving in step or cheering in concert with a thousand others. If
he possesses a weighty secret, he is impelled to communicate it and if
he curbs the impulse he falls mentally ill. What is it the sociable man
craves! The mere sight of others? No, “a crowd is not company.” Not
the presence of others but response relieves the ache in the breast. That
one is dear who seems to care about us. An extreme form of college
hazing is the “silent treatment,” feigning that the obnoxious messmate
does not exist. To the friendless newcomer the great city is hardly less
lonely than the far hill farm. Hosts of underlings or admirers cannot still
the longing of the heart like one friend! The high-placed executive or
commandant may live as lonely as a castaway on a coral reef.

But this craving for society, like our craving for salt, is soon cloyed;
few get more satisfaction out of a hundred friends than out of a dozen.
The value of companionship, like that of other necessaries of life, falls
rapidly as the supply increases. Denizens of the backwoods or the desert
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are hospitable chiefly because there the wayfarer has a scarcity value.
In the wilderness the lone prospector’s delight in coming upon another
human being is, one might almost say, as the square of the number of
days since he saw a human countenance!

The stimulus from association. One laughs more frequently and
heartily in a large group than in a small group. Children never get so
“wild” as when playing with others. Experiment confirms Emerson’s
saying: “Concert fires people to a certain fury of performance they can
rarely reach alone.” Mayer measured the difference between the mental
work of pupils in a group and the isolated pupil. Irf general, they did
better in groups, the superiority showing itself not only in decrease of
time but also in improvement of the work. Schmidt, testing children in
their home work as compared with their school work, found that for
most kinds of work the product in the classroom was superior. Allport
found that over two-thirds of his adult subjects did more mental work
co-working than alone. Sen Gupta and Sinha, taking subjects at a level
of practised efficiency, found that when grouped they showed an increase
in output of from 14 to 23 per cent above their performance when work-
ing apart.

Triplett tested the influence of the presence of a co-worker on a sim-
ple physical act, the turning of a reel as fast as possible. The pupil al-
ways turned faster when in company with another child! Neumann’s
experiments corroborated. Seven pupils of the ages of thirteen and four-
teen were tested repeatedly with the dynamometer and the ergograph.
In the case of the test of the pupils separately, with no one else in the
room, the amount of work done was always less than when others were
present.

Solidarity and suicide. Being knit to others saves. The suicide rate
of bachelors is half as great again as that of married men of the same
average age without children and three times that of married men with
children. The rate for widowers without children is a third greater than
for widowers with children. Family life thus protects because it shifts
attention from one’s own fate to that of one’s family. A man’s attitude
toward his life is determined less by its worth to him than by its worth
to his children.

In Switzerland the suicides in the Protestant, mixed, and Catholic
cantons are respectively 326, 212 and 8¢ per 100,000 persons. The Jews
show an even lower rate than the Catholics. Not difference in teaching
as to the sinfulness of suicide explains the divergence, but the fact that
the Catholics are more firmly knit into a religious community than the
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Protestants, while the Jews are still more solidary. Wars and revolu-
tions, by vivifying the sentiment of national or class solidarity, lower the
suicide rate. Whatever arouses group, party, or patriotic feeling dims
private troubles. Hence Durkheims’s law, Suicide varies inversely with
the degree of integration of the social groups to which the individual
belongs.

Sympathy works like magic. After the San Francisco fire families
who had lost all and were camping in the parks were by no means down-
hearted; the universal sympathy and helpfulness were meat and drink to
the half-starved social self. The sudden fellowship that springs up in dis-
aster—like the sinking of the Titanic—is found so sweet that the survivors
form an association and meet annually in order to revive it! Just as the
loveliest flowers grow nearest the toe of the glacier, so the sweetest in-
timacies spring up among those sharing the most terrible experiences.
In war “comrade” becomes a sacred word, and the bonds uniting trench-
mates and messmates often last through life. So comforting is this perfect
fellowship that soldiers will joke and whistle amid horrors that would
drive a solitary out of his wits.

What calls forth the we-feeling? Crisis breaches conventional barriers
and gives free play to the social demands of deeply moved persons.
There is harmony of interests. In the trenches, the exploring party, the
sit-down strike, the strikers’ colony, one loses that habit of eyeing the
fellowman as an actual or potential competitor which grows up in a
society like ours pervaded by pecuniary emulation. Conversation dis-
closes differences as well as resemblances, but, on the whole, gives birth
to more sympathies than antipathies. Joint pleasures—eating, drinking,
acting, playing together, the enjoying in common of music, drama, or
spectacles—are time-honored means of fostering good fellowship. Owing
to its loosing of inhibitions drinking together has been greatly relied on
for thawing egos. Concerted rhythmic response begets social sympathy.
Cheering, singing, and stamping together are used to evoke “college
spirit” and the choral singing of patriotic hymns is encouraged among
soldiers to fan their esprit de corps. From early tribal days the dance
has been used to release social emotion, and in attempting to generate a
community spirit in our polyglot American cities we get people to sing
in immense choruses and take part in great public dances in the streets
and parks.

How the sense of inferiority conditions us. See what social status
means to us! An early sense of inferiority to others may make us flee
to a world of phantasy; or it may stir us to “compensate” by overcom-
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ing defects or by scoring so high elsewhere that our defects are over-
looked. The man who talks in a loud voice, brags and shows off may be
seeking escape from a tormenting sense of inferiority. The individual
most cocksure and aggressive may be “compensating” for a secret doubt
of his own worth. Dignity = “something you stand on when you are
short i

One hag-ridden by the “inferiority complex” is heavy-handed in
home, school, shop, or barrack room. The self-doubter constantly gets
into hot waser. He is quick to take offense, imagine a slight, resent criti
cism, grab credit he is not entitled to, or concoct plausible “alibis.” Or.
the other hand, the immense drive of Theodore Roosevelt to score high
in many fields of endeavor was really over-compensation for a boyhood
sense of inferiority due to bad eyes!

The tardy recognition of our sociable nature. Most of us marvel
that anyone should go mad in solitude, or kill himself starved for sym-
pathy, or that a girl should smother her infant rather than face shame.
Romancers have made much of such things but the reigning theory of
human nature has been too narrow to take them in. So prison reformers
fancied that solitary confinement regenerates. The benevolent tolerated
the almshouse with its separation of aged couples and its walling off
paupers from the common life. The discovery that what the poor most
need is “not alms but a friend” gave half a century ago the shock of
an entirely new idea. Later came the scientific study of boys, resulting
in the discovery of the “gang” and the “boys’ club” as moulders of
character.

Still common is the idea that religion is something altogether between
man and his Maker and does not relate man to man. “Scientific man-
agement sharks” see the workman as a mere implement; devotees of
“efficiency” drop every human relation and reject every claim that does
not contribute to “success.” There is rife, too, a grotesque caricature
of Darwinism, invented to justify the ruthless practices of business,
which insists that “struggle is the law of life” and you have no choice
but to devour the fellowman or be eaten by him!

The struggle of personalities in association. There is a veiled
struggle to expand at others’ expense. One ego eats another. Children,
whose motives lie near the surface, plainly strive to use their play-
fellows for intensifying their feeling of sclf. Boys swagger about, talk
in unnatural tones, “play big,” and “show off.” They do “stunts” eagerly
shouting “Looky” as they stand on their heads or hang by their toes.
They thrill with superiority as they stalk about on stilts or on tin cans
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tied to their feet. They vie in boasting, “daring,” playing the “smart
Aleck,” and making up tall stories of their wonderful feats or hairbreadth
escapes. The bragging lies of boys usually relate to what they can do,
while girls are more apt to lie about their possessions.

Young people invent “dog-Latin” and other lingoes less as a vehicle
for secrets than as a means of triumphing over the puzzled listener.
Games of children, such as “needle’s eye,” “drop the handkerchief” and
“Virginia reel,” owe their charm to their giving each in turn an op-
portunity to be the chief actor. In the flushed cheeks and glowing eyes
of the child that for the moment holds the center of the stage one marks
the intoxication that flows from feeling the “I” glorified. The rest find
their compensation in the pleasure of marching, dancing, or singing in
concert.

To shrink or put down the selves of others gives much the same satis-
faction as to exalt one’s own self. In the teasing, badgering, and hector-
ing of small children, red-haired girls, cross-eyed or harelipped boys,
peddlers, outlanders, and Chinamen, the object is not always the inflic-
tion of pain; it may be the exalting of one’s self-importance by mortify-
ing and depreciating argtl:her. The delight of “taking down” one who
is throwing us into the shade is very evident. Schoolboys on the play-
ground “take it out” on “teacher’s pet,” bespatter the best-dressed child,
and pursue the prize pupil, chanting some incantation rhyme built about
his name. Girls try to “take down” the girl all the boys are fond of
and the uncouth lads join to humiliate the boy that the girls favor. Boon
companions ‘are on the watch to “get something” on one of their num-
ber. Playing tricks and “practical” jokes is a favorite means of “getting
the laugh on” another, i.e., shrinking him. Hazing and fagging pleasantly
enliven the self-feeling of older schoolboys. The ordeals of initiation
imposed by some fraternal orders give the lodge members the pleasure
of making a worthy fellow-citizen a laughingstock, while the victim later
salves his wounded pride in watching other initiates “ride the goat.”
Games like “prisoners’ base,” “blindman’s buff,” “I spy,” are built on
the plan of shrinking the players one at a time. The child who is “it”
wins back his self-respect only by catching another, who in turn be-
comes “it.”

Manners. Good manners refine the struggle among the “I’s.” The
well-bred refrain from such irritants as conspicuousness in dress, loud-
ness of speech, boasting, self-display, monopoly of the conversation, con-
troversy, rudeness, and humiliating others. The best-mannered con-
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stantly subordinate the claims of one’s self to the claims of the selves
of others..When all in a circle act up to this standard, association be-
comes delightful provided that real congeniality exists. In the best
circles of our South harmonization of the demands of different egos has
become a fine art. The way in which a well-bred Southerner will let the
conversation take any direction you seem to wish, always playing up to
your lead and suppressing his own preference, explains the “charm” of
Southern society. In eighteenth-century France the higher social class
developed manners of a suavity before unknown and the spread of these
over the world has put many peoples in debt to the French.

The down percolation of the gracious manners wrought out in a
noblesse is a great step in socialization. Politeness is, to be sure, a poor
substitute for good will and respect for the rights of others, yet it is
most valuable. Its office is not to sweeten the relation of kinsfolk,
friends, or lodge brothers but to lessen the chafing among strangers, col-
leagues, or rivals. Wherever, as in South America, good manners have
become the heritage of all, even peons, muleteers and deckhands, the
contacts of men give rise to few quarrels and brawls. Good manners
cannot, of course, prevent such hostility as arises from actual conflicts of
interest. But they go far to avert tensions which have their origin in the
naive assertion of the “I” in human intercourse.

Handling persons. Questing in outlandish parts for social informa-
tion, the writer has arrived at the following first-interview technique for
winning the good will of a Japanese official, a Chinese mandarin, a
Dutch Resident in Java, a Brahmin leader, or a British Administra-
tor in Palestine.

a. Open by alluding to some acquaintance, experience, or interest
you and he have in common.

b. Let fall a remark which will apprise him that you have noted or
heard of some proficiency, exploit or achievement of his in which he
takes pride. X : .

c. “Tell one” on yourself, i.e., refer with chuckles to some minor
blunder or bétise which 'has recently caused you embarrassment. By
thus giving him for the moment an agreceable feeling of superiority to
you, you strike a spark of good will toward your.self. o

d. Request of him some small favor which will cost hn‘n little trouble.
Every favor he bestows emphasizes your dependence on him and deepens
his interest in what you are doing. o

e. Allude gratefully to the aid you have had from individuals of rank
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equal or superior to him in countries you have already visited. This
will make him reluctant to be outdone in helpfulness and convince him
that you appreciate what one does for you.

f. Seek his elucidation of local problems already clear to you or ask
his advice even as to the matters on which you have already made up
your mind. '

g- Never let on you doubt what he is telling you. If you let him think
he has hoodwinked you in matters he doesn’t wish you to see into, he
will the more willingly put himself out for you in other matters.

h. Avoid showing yourself knowing and sharp; you will get more aid
from him by seeming a bit naive and trusting.

The mirrored self. The first experiences of figuring in the minds of
another may be extremely upsetting. Under the stranger’s gaze the bash-
ful child blushes, makes random movements, twists his body, pulls at
his clothing, puts his finger in his mouth, or bites his nails. Muscular co-
ordination goes by the board, so that he drops or spills things, stumbles
over trifling objects, and finds his hands and feet become alien. He may
giggle, laugh nervously, stammer, or even lose voice and word memory.
However, if closer acquaintance reveals a kindly attitude in others,
children cease to shrink from their attention and even begin to court it.

The human looking-glass in which the infant sees its little “I” reflected
furnishes it a powerful stimulus to do things. Children brought up in
foundling asylums, where they receive good physical care but little lov-
ing personal attention, learn to walk and to speak much later than those
whose baby efforts call forth the encouraging “ohs” and “ahs” of an
admiring family. Observes Cooley: ?

In the case of M., I noticed as early as the fourth month a “hurt” way
of crying which seemed to indicate a sense of personal slight. . . . The
slightest tone of reproof would produce it. On the other hand, if people
took notice and laughed and encouraged, she was hilarious. At about fif-
teen months old, she had become “a perfect little actress,” seeming to live
largely in imaginations of her effect upon other people. She constantly
and obviously laid traps for attention and looked abashed or wept at
any signs of disapproval or indifference. . . . If she hit upon any little
trick that made people laugh, she would be sure to repeat it. . . . She
had quite a repertory of these small performances, which she would dis-
play to a sympathetic audience or even try upon strangers.

Adults differ greatly in sensitiveness to the mirrored self. The wise
man contents himself with the approval of the discerning. The strong

1C. H. Cooley, Human Nature and the Social Order, 1902, pp. 166-67.
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nan covets only the handclap of his peers and will not be looking every
minute td make sure that his social image has not deteriorated. Those
sorn in the purple care little what the commonalty think of them. We per-
ceive Haman was an upstart when we read: “But when Haman saw
Mordecai in the King’s gate, that he stood not up nor moved for him,
he was full of indignation against Mordecai.” After telling over his honors
he adds: “Yet all this availeth nothing so long 3s I see Mordecai the Jew
sitting at the King’s gate.” 2

The “self-sufficient” is not asocial. He may be a massive deep-draft
character that from past approval has gained enough momentum to go
on through the slack-waters of indifference and the headwinds of blame.
He may be serene when all men revile him because in his imagination
he sees himself vindicated before some high tribunal of the worthies of
the past or the élite of the future. As Ibsen put it, “The strongest man in
the world.is he who stands most above,” i.e., for corroboration he relies
least on numbers or contemporaries. This is why faith in God is so bracing
to the champion of an unpopular cause; imagined Divine approval en-
ables him to hold his course even amid general execration.

In the shallow mind concern with one’s reflected self shows as vanity.
The vain man, unlike the stable sort, cannot hold steadily to a con-
viction of his worth, cannot fix past social approval as a durable part of
his thought of himself, so his self-feeling is subject to great ups and
downs. Admire him and he treads on air; but in a trice some slight or
rebuff has cast him into the depths. He cannot keep up his self-confidence
with the huzzas of last year or even last month; he needs his praise
fresh. Hence, one who skilfully feeds the vain man his needed ration
of “taffy” makes himself indispensable.

To pant for recognition is the essence of ambition. The ambitious
youth thinks he thirsts to “do something” or to “be somebody,” but his
thirst would not be slaked by a success nobody noticed or acknowledged.
Really what he craves is to figure potently in the minds of others. Less
dependent is the power-seeker who slakes his thirst for self-effectuation
by moulding the destinies of others. He finds his pleasure in seeing
the puppets obey his will. Beyond him is the achiever, careless whether
the public he benefits ever learns of his existence; but even ke needs an
inner circle who appreciate his achievement.

Uncurbed, the passion to fix and greaten one’s social image leads to
pomp, ostentation, fashion, heart burning, jealousy and fawning. The
scheming social climber sacrificing old friends and risking countless

2 Book of Esther, V: o9, 13.
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snubs in the hope of ultimate recognition by people of high position
is about as social as a lizard; others interest her only as looking-glasses
to reflect a pleasing image of herself. In the evil trinity religion bids
us renounce, “the world, the flesh, and the devil,” the “world” stands
for the faults that spring from undue solicitude for one’s social image,
i.e., worldly ambition, affectation, vanity, vainglory, boastfulness, and
arrogance.

Hence, “withdrawal from the world” has always found favor among
some choice spirits. The woods, the sea, or the cell afford asylum from
the sharp suggestions that prick the flanks of ambition. A finer remedy
is to quit the game without withdrawing from that common life which
is, after all, the place for most of the work that is to better the world.
Exhorts Thomas 4 Kempis:

Son, now I will teach thee the way of peace and of true liberty. . . .
Study to do another’s will rather than thine own. Choose evér to have
less rather than more. Seek ever the lower place and be subject to all;
ever wish and pray that the will of God may be perfectly done in thee
and in all. Behold such a man enters the bounds of peace and calm.

How our society gives recognition to the mirrored self. Society
formally recognizes the value of one’s mirrored self. Damages for libel
allow for the “mental anguish” of being brought into public contempt;
for breach of promise to marry take into account the mortification of
the jilted. Insult not only goes a long way toward excusing violence but
more and more it affords a ground of legal action. The designating of
workmen by numbers instead of their names is held to be intolerable.
Many old punishments—such as stocks, pillory, ducking-stool, scarlet
letter—assumed social sensitiveness in the culprit. Like tar-and-feathers,
whipping at the cart’s tail hurt spirit more than body, dnd ears were
cropped not so much to pain the offender as to make him a butt.
Malicious prison keepers “break” the more sensitive prisoners with
indignities rather than hardships, while shrewd wardens offer the re-
moval of stripes and numbers as an inducement to good conduct.



CHAPTER VII
COMMUNICATION

Commun’ication embraces all symbols of experience together with
the means by which they are swung to others across gulfs of space or
time. It takes in facial expression, attitudes and gestures, tones of the
vaice, speech, writing, printing, the newspaper, telegraphs, telephones,
radios, railways, automobiles, airplanes, and whatever else facilitates
mental contacts.

The improvements in means of communication occurring in our time
constitute the greatest progress man has ever made in eliminating dis-
tance as a barrier to the meeting of minds. In a few years, perhaps, one
will be able to call up on “long distance” almost anyone on the globe—
John Smith of Nairobi or Knut Hansen of Reykjavik—and see him
while talking with him.

We are the beneficiaries of two series of facilitations of human inter-
course, i.e., improvements in transportation and improvements in com-
munication. The former is exemplified in the trolley, the automobile,
the airplane; the latter in newspaper, telephone, motion film, and radio.
The automobile carries the people to the concert; the radio carries the
concert to the people.

When communication is poor. The mental insulation of islanders,
bush-dwellers, jungle tribes, desert clans, hinterlanders, and backwoods-
men results in dependence for companionship upon one’s family or kin,
suspicion of and hostility towards strangers, want of interest in distant
happenings, dread of the unfamiliar, fear of change, and intolerance
of difference. Like a stream at the bottom of a canyon the emotional
life of this type runs narrow but deep. Into those of such a background
it is well nigh impossible to build a wider civic or national consciousness
unless they are “caught young.” In the Middle Ages there was so little
sense of nationhood that troops would sometimes fall to looting their
fellow countrymen as soon as they passed beyond the borders of their
own province !

Improved communication and enlargement of social conscious-
ness. When China was first at war with Japan, the. bulk of the popula-
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tion of inner China did not know that a war was going on. When our
Federal Government was framed no one foresaw that remote citizens
might learn of occurrences at the seat of government almost as soon as
they happen and arrive at opinions thereon which they promptly com-
municate to their representative. They imagined the debates in Congress
going on far above the heads of the distant constituents, who would
have but the faintest idea “of what it was all about.” Political philoso-
phers insisted that only small states could be free, for only they could
dispense with a dynasty or a governing class. Now, however, “the new
communication has spread like morning light over the world, awaken-
ing, enlightening, enlarging, and filling with expectation.” *

I have tarried in far-away shut-in valleys in which the principal
topics of talk during the long Sunday visits of relatives are: who has
become engaged, how the cattle are doing, and how the servants are
behaving. For thousands of years personal and neighborhood affairs
have been the staple of conversation. Choked with this weed of gossip,
the channels of intercourse carried little of value from mind to mind.
The secret of the seemingly unlimited elasticity of public attention,
which enables it continually to note and react to a larger number of
remote happenings, is its withdrawal from the horde of petty, private
matters that formerly engrossed it.

A century ago, with reference to matters of deep public import the
people were like a jury with one or two members paying attention, the
rest asleep, musing, or gossiping. Now they are like a jury with half the
members following the proceedings. As more and more this jury sits
up and takes notice; it becomes a better tribunal to appeal to. Even the
friends of victims of injustice as remote as the terrorized rubber gatherers
of the Congo or the Putumayo deem it worth while to reach and inform.
the American public.

To-day the public pays heed to outcries that formerly fell on deaf ears.
-Thrusting aside much gossip and trashy fiction, it has made room in its
mind for the dramas of social life. So many readers have found truth
more enthralling than the yarns spun by story-tellers, that the news-
paper, magazine, or book which readably recounts a true tale of con-
temporary oppression, and uncovers some sepulcher of corruption whited
by pious legal phrases or sanctimonious pretext, is likely to gain both
glory and pelf.

Improved communication and congenial association. When com-
munication is difficult and slow, you accept as intimates your blood kins-

1C. H. Cooley, Social Organization, 1912, p. 88.
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nen and neighbors, because you see them often, you know them best,
ind they are right at hand in case you need them. Even if their ways
ind ideas grate upon you, you fraternize with them for there is no one else
o consort with, you adapt yourself to them from dread of becoming a
social outcast. But, thanks to modern communication, you may make
:ontact with distant choice spirits who are more congenial and stimulat-
ing to you than your near relatives or next-door neighbors. So you
ignore Cousin Ben or the neighbor on the Ridge in order to find your
real social existence with persons with whom you communicate by
letter, or telephone, or visit.

Improved communication and individuality.? Two theories com-
pete. One is that the freer you are to go where you will, hobnob with
whom you like, foregather with kindred spirits, and lay hold on such
knowledge and stimuli as appeal to you, the more your native bents
will work themselves out. Thus it is that children born on adjoining
farms arrive finally at the most diverse social positions and become so
specialized that when they meet in later life they find they have noth-
ing to say to one another. The gifted youth, who in Sleepy Hollow or
on Deer Creek met with no encouragement, is rapt when, on first visiting
college or city, he learns there exist persons and influences that can help
him develop into the kind of person he was born to be.

The other theory is that the removal of obstacles to communication
sweeps away coverts of individuality, just as a prairie fire sweeps away
the cover of the ground-nesting birds. Therefore most of us vibrate in
one of the planes laid through society~——crowd behavior, conventionality,
fad, fashion and craze. In the words of John Burroughs, “Constant in-
tercommunication, the friction of travel, of streets, of books, of news-
papers, makes us all alike; we are, as it were, all pebbles upon the same
shore washed by the same waves.”

The singularities protected by insulation are indeed vanishing. Schools,
intercourse and travel snuff out local dialects. Local peculiarities of
dress, speech or culture—such as in the Middle Ages might spring up
in any barony—do not spring up to-day. Shut-in communities bearing
the stamp of the sixteenth century, or even the thirteenth, are no longer
to be found in the Alps, the Apennines or the Pyrenees; for them you
must ransack the Caucasus, the Himalayas, the Andes! Conditions are
averse now to the kind of accented local individualities that grew up
in the old Greek city states, in the Italian hill towns, in the commercial
republics of medieval Italy, or in the trading towns of North Germany.

* 28ee C. H. Cooley, 02. cit., Ch. IX.
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But if one has a special taste, affinity or gift, one’s prospects of nourish-
ing it, indulging it, bringing it to the bearing point, are far brighter
to-day than they were when most men led their lives within the parish
in which they were born. As for the utterly commonplace, they will
never in any case arrive at a true individuality. In olden times they
followed the culture patterns current in their parish; now they take on
the hue of their newspaper, what they see on the screen, what they hear
in the tavern, at the bridge table or in the luncheon club. Theirs it is
always to drift like chaff in the breeze; creating the breeze is not for
them!

Decay of neighborhood in the country. The American pioneer set-
tlement was a mutual-aid community where exchange of work, barn
raisings, husking bees and neighborly nursing prevailed. Large families
stowed in a four-seated farm wagon would make visits of several days
with kinfolk. With the arrival of the automobile visiting covers a wider
area, but the stays are shorter. Telephone, automobile and hard roads
lessen intimacy among rural neighbors; who cares for propinquity when
the farm family can board their car and within twenty minutes be on
the doorstep of friends ten miles away? With every extension of smooth
highways rural neighborhoods disintegrate, the more alert and restless
members finding satisfying acquaintances in other neighborhoods and
in town. If neighborhood consciousness survives it is due to centering
“round a school, a church, a Grange, a neighborhood business as a cheese
factory or a creamery, or to likeness of nationality, or to kinship, or to
the fact that houses are clustered in a hamlet and the families know
each other as do the families on a village street.” * Hence the slow growth
of many small communities. During 1900-1920 about two out of five
villages had little or no increase in population and many, especially those
badly located, actually lost ground.

For American farmers a new social pattern is developing. Professor

J. H. Kolb * finds that:

Rural groups are more largely conditioned by interests, deliberate in-
tent, skillful promotion, or purposeful action of people. Locality groups
have lateral or geographic dimensions. Interest groups have perpen-
dicular or psychocultural dimensions. Locality groups depend upon
“common” life, proximity, identification with a recognized physical area.
Interest groups depend upon polarity, promotion, “special” concerns,
leadership, determined effort. Polarity implies fields of magnetic influence.

IJ. M. Williams, The Expansion of Rural Life, 1926, p. 154.
“Family Life and Rural Organization,” Publications of the dmerican Sociological So-
ciety, XXIII, p. 148.
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When released from locality restrictions and from patriarchal forms of

family government, certain people are attracted to certain of these poles
of interest.

Interest groups are taking such forms as farmers’ clubs, parent-teacher
associations, boys’ and girls’ clubs, poultry associations, home-makers’

clubs, shipping associations, codperative creameries, dramatic societies
and glee clubs.

Decay of neighborhood in the city. Study ® made of a “traditional,
middle class, residential district” of Los Angeles shows persistence of
old-fashioned “neighboring,” that is, calling on neighbors, kindnesses in
times of distress, care of children, lending and borrowing, visits, talks,
greetings, etc. Nevertheless:

Identity of interests and a concern for the conditions of the neigltbor-
hood, except as they clearly affect personal, economic and social affairs,
tends to disappear. Modern methods of communication and transporta-
tion make possible a wide psycho-social and territorial range. The per-
son’s activities are not necessarily located in his home community nor
are the participants in these activities, his neighbors. Locus becomes sig-
nificant as a place of retirement from the varied stimuli of social activity,
and neighboring tends to be redefined, as unwarranted intrusion.

The meighborhood has pretty well disappeared; in its place are a
variety of single-interest groupings which have little or no connection
with the local area. It is no longer necessary to live close to those with
whom, having common interests, you share or wish to share common
activities. Supplementary to the neighborhood or community is being
developed a type of association which may be called the “communality,”
the membership of which is not confined to any local area. The Los
Angeles study:

consistently points to the decreasing significance of the local area as a
base for personal associations and the substitution of that of specialized
interests. Individualization of activity and partial forms of association
supplement and tend to replace the earlier common shared social expe-
riences in which the whole of the personality was involved. In measure,
the person is no longer subject to the control and supervision of the local
community and may disregard the opinions of his neighbors because he
finds the standards and approval of his behavior in different groups un-
related to the place of residence. The greater the number of associations
and communalities to which the person belongs, the less chance there
exists for many shared experiences by the residents of the neighborhood
or community.

5 Bessie A. McClenahan, “The Changing Urban Neighborhood,” 1930, University of
Southern California Studies, No. 1. '



CHAPTER VIII
DOMINATION

In the life of societies no feature is more sensational and persistent
than domination. As a rule each social group brings under adjacent social
groups when it dares, each element within the group rides other ele-
ments so far as it believes that it can.

TYPES OF DOMINATION

Parents over offspring. By means of positive institutions or authori-
tative ideas parents keep their grown children subject to their will. The
pastoral life props patriarchal authority because (1) in quest of fresh
pasture the family with its herds wanders away from fellow tribesmen,
hence for safety’s sake must become a compact unit under one man; (2)
labor is saved by guarding and caring for the live stock of grown sons
in a single herd. 4griculture admits parent domination. By exalting filial
piety Chinese parents as a rule enjoy more authority and consideration
than do parents in the West. Marriage, of course, incorporates their
daughters into other families, but they look upon their sons as their
old age pension. I found a Foochow teacher forty years of age, with a
family, turning over his monthly salary check to his father! Hence, in
China the parents of many sons are envied, while a boy baby is never
drowned or sold as a girl may be.

Old over young. Among many primitive peoples the elder males
maintain secret societies to which the young are admitted by stages
marked by awe-inspiring ceremonies. These afford leverage for im-
posing numerous food taboos in the interest of the old men. In one
tribe boys will be told that if they eat of forbidden food they will be
struck by lightning. In another young men believe that sores will ap-
pear all over the body of him who eats the fld&sh of the emu. Elsewhere
youths are assured that if, prior to initiation, they eat wild turkey,
swans, geese, or black duck, or their eggs, their limbs will shrivel up!
It is common to subject the young to a novitiate during which they tuen
over to the old the choicest kinds of food they find. Furthermore, the
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old men monopolize the pretty girls while the only sex partner a young
man can find is an old widow or a cast-off hag.

Husband over wife. Under the early maternal system of reckoning
kinship the wife remained among her kinsfolk so that her offspring
should belong to her clan. The husband, being an outsider, was in a
weak position; unless he “made good” as provider of game for his wife’s
family, he might be kicked out. Wifely domination, however, has been
but a rare and passing phenomenon. Wife purchase and wife capture, as
well as enforced separation of the family from the wife’s clan, gave the
husband the upper hand, which he has kept. Generally law and custom
have merged the wife’s property with his, given him control of her earn-
ings, her occupation, and her place of residence, denied her freedom
of contract, made him responsible for, and therefore master of, her con-
duct, allowed him more sex liberty than she might claim, and given him
control over the children.

Men over women. In Old Japan the woman’s lot was summed up in
the “three obediences,” viz., unmarried, to her father; married, to her
‘husband; widowed, to her son. In China woman’s lot has been shaped by
male preferences without the least regard to what the women themselves
think about it. The ancient sages—all men—moulded the institutions
which bear on woman and it is male comment, not real public opinion,
that enforces the conventionalities which crush her. By wit, will, or worth,
the individual woman may slip from under the thumb of the individual
man, but never is the sex free from the collective domination of the male
sex. Perfectly certain of their own superiority in wisdom and virtue,
men have settled what is fit and proper not only for themselves, but
also for woman.

In ancient India girls chose their husbands. To-day, however, not
only are girls disposed of by their parents, but they are married so young
that in British India alone there are nine million wives under fifteen
years, of whom a third of a million are widows! The prohibition of re-
marriage, which bears with senseless cruelty ppon myriads of child
widows who had not even entered on sex life, reflects male egoism,
which cannot endure that the female who has lost her mate should form
another union. The custom, which obtained in India‘and China until
suppressed by law, that the widow should let herself be burnt on the
funeral pyre of her dead husband, sprang from the same source; like-
wise the seclusion of women, which prevailed through the Moselm world.

In Mexico male ascendancy shows in the custodial care of daughters;
in the half-Oriental seclusion of wives; in the exaltation of the wifely
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virtues of patience, self-effacement, and constancy; in the widespread
custom of keeping mistresses; in the spouse’s adultery giving the wronged
wife no such claim to divorce as it does the wronged husband; in the
exclusion of women from the professions, but not from the toilsome and
ill-paid forms of labor; in the social ostracism of the self-supporting
woman; and in the neglect of parents to educate their daughter as they
educate their son.

Fighters over workers. In the agricultural stage a tribe tells off its
best men to train themselves in arms, while the women and the weaker
males provide for them. But due balance between the fighting class and
the industrial class cannot be preserved, for the warriors are able to
turn against the cultivators their weapons and skill. Hence, the warriors
make themselves masters of society. In Old Japan the military class—
nobles and samurai—comprising 4 or 5 per cent of the people, absolutely
dominated the rest. They went always armed and the slightest offense
by one of the swordless was paid for with a stroke. The peasant might
even be cut down by a passing swordsman for no other purpose than
to test the edge of a new blade! The elaborate politeness we observe
among the Japanese descends from the not-distant time when an obsequi-
ous manner was a matter of life or death. Wherever the higher nobility
traveled the common people were expected to fall upon their faces in
obeisance; otherwise instant death at the hands of their retainers!

The strongest among allies over the rest. While the Greeks were
resisting the Persians Athens became the head of a maritime confedera-
tion of city states. Owing to the great lead of Athens in shipbuilding and
seafaring, the Athenians gradually came to provide and man the common
fleet. Athens began then to dictate the money contribution of each of
the allies and presently the confederation became an Athenian military
empire in which the former allies became subjects, then victims of ex-
ploitation, and finally revolters. In like manner the numerous peoples
with which the Romans in their expansion made alliance’ passed gradu-
ally into the position, first of dependents, and then of subjects. The
history of the relations between Great Britain and the native states of
India illustrates afresh how alliance between unequals passes almost
insensibly into domination.

Conquerors over conquered. In the smiling parts of the earth wave
upon wave of wild spearmen has rolled over the settled peoples—in
Mesopotamia, Babylonians, Amorites, Assyrians, Arabs, Medes, Per-
sians, Macedonians, Parthians, Mongols, Seljuks, Tartars, Turks; on
the Nile, Hyksos, Nubians, Persians, Greeks, Romans, Arabs, Turks 5
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in Italy, Romans, Ostrogoths, Lombards, Franks, Germans. The great
cities of the ancient world were not, like ours, marts or hives of industry,
but were the fortified seats of tribute takers, fortresses holding in awe
a subjected tribute-paying agricultural population.

The earlier empires took tribute and troops from their subjects. No
ancient monarch, except, perhaps, some of the Ptolemies, aimed to
benefit his subjects generally. Found, however, to “peter out” soon,
rapacious domination is abandoned for a policy swhich Meartens the
subjugated by leaving them some freedom and hope. Rome had large
views. She felt bound to give the conquered good administration; even
under the Republic attempts were made to check abuses by provincial
governors like Verres. With the setting up of the Empire administration
greatly improved, the Emperor felt more responsibility for the welfare
of the provinces than the sordid Senate had ever felt.

A like development occurred in the domination of the British over
India. The memorable trial of Warren Hastings so fixed the attention
of the intelligent British upon'the administering of India as to secure
for wholesome principles of rule a recognition never after forgotten.
Since India came under the crown in 1858 the British raj has generally
taken into account the welfare, although not until lately the will, of
the subjects.

The masters of the state over the subjects of the state. Only in
certain American commonwealths, the Scandinavian countries, Switzer-
land, Australia, New Zealand and Canada is government really an in-
strument for promoting the general welfare. Elsewhere usually it is a
means of domination either by the actual holders of office, such as rulers
or bureaucracy, or by a class in the background whose creatures and
servants they are. For example, although the governments of South
America are republican, rarely do the needs of the common people weigh
with them. The handworkers can easily be fooled as to their true inter-
ests, are not, therefore, politically important. The large proprietors use
their control of government to draw to themselves the lion’s share of the
advantages from the social union. In tropical South America the con-
version of political power to personal advantage is the shortest road to
fortune. Like gold mining or rubber gathering with enslaved forest
Indians, the capture of the proceeds of taxation is a splendid get-rich-
quick enterprise which stirs the conquistador imagination.
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TRENDS OF DOMINATION

The dominating element imposes its special psychology and outlook
on life. Hence, whole epochs bear the stamp of the ascendancy of this,
that, or the other element in society. _

Masculinism. The too-easily-aroused fighting impulses of the male
sex unfit it to take sole charge of society. If the policies of states obeyed
the wills of men and women rather than of men only, the world would
epjoy more peace. Male pugnacity views government as mere “keeper
of the lists” rather than as machinery for serving certain common needs.
Soldier and policeman are looked on as fittest embodiments of the
state, whereas teacher, factory inspector, health officer, rural organizer,
and agricultural adviser are but bastard representatives of the state’s
purposes !

“Business” is simply the social system of making goods and getting
them to consumers; that its claims should take precedence over life and
limb, over health and family, is monstrous. Yet the fighting impulse
prompts men generally to look upon business as an arena in which, of
course, somebody is bound to get hurt. They feel that blocking the sale
of diseased meat or “doctored” canned goods is wnfair, like depriving
prize fighters of their best blows and tricks. Women, on the contrary,
insist—poor fantastic creatures!—that the palming off of putridity and
poison, under the guise of food, upon mothers buying nourishment for
the children they have risked their lives to bring into the world is not
business at all, but sheer villainy!

Male-sex bias comes out again in the needless taking of chances.
Human reason wars continually on hazard, and all insurance rests on
the rational desire to substitute certainty for risk. Yet men who have
sweat for their money will gamble away their week’s wage in an evening!
No one, however, ever sees working women regularly risk their wages
on the turn of a card. Loving security women strive to lessen risk, while
men fatuously create it. Men nearly monopolize the consumption of
liquor and narcotics even when well aware of the risk; women, having
more self-control, shrink from self-poisoning. In the slums heavy drink-
ing among women is a sure sign of demoralization born of despair. In
old China women never took to opium smoking until conditions had
become hopeless.

Clericalism. The undue ascendancy of the religious profession is
“clericalism.” A well-recruited clergy, keyed up by high moral and intel-
lectual standards. renders valuable services if it so commands public
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confidence as to exercise a qualified leadership in matters of faith and
conduct. Always, however, the clergy should be counter-balanced by
other intellectual groups lest they torment the people with those futile
austerities which regularly develop in an unchecked clerical order. In
seventeenth-century Spain, Scotland, and Massachusetts, in the Mexico,
Peru, and Colombia of two generations ago, in the Russia of yesterday
and in the Ireland and Quebec of to-day may be read the unwholesome
tendencies that lurk in clerical control.

In case religion encourages self-dedication, clerical influence causes a
larger number to turn away from natural “worldly” aims and give them-
selves to the religious life. Coupled with the growth of endowments for
religious purposes, this results in cramping the economic development
of the people. Three centuries ago in Spain there existed upward of nine
thousand monasteries, besides nunneries !

Growth in the number and richness of sanctuaries is a sure sign of
the dominance of the clerical view that such sacrifices are God-pleasing.
There is also a tendency to “enrich” the religious services and to multi-
ply sacraments, thereby exalting the importance of the priest. When,
as in seventeenth-century Scotland, worship is not free to develop
toward sacerdotalism, sermons become so long and so frequent as to
absorb all leisure. At that time ministers would relieve one another in
the pulpit, the congregation would remain sometimes for ten hours to-
gether, and in a single Edinburgh church thirty sermons were delivered
every week!

Where the clergy dominate religion lays a heavy tax on time. In
Mexico until recently there were, counting Sundays, one hundred and
thirty-one religiolis holidays in the year—and more than half the people
observed them all! In Greece holy days eat up nearly a third of the
year, and in Tsarist Russia not over two hundred and fifty days in the
year were left for work. In Abyssinia religion once claimed about half
the time.

An ascendant clergy invariably presents conduct in a false perspec-
tive. The social virtues—sobriety, truthfulness, fair dealing, helpfulness
—are thrown into the shade by the religious merits of devoutness, strict
observance, church attendance and support. The offenses which shock
theologians, such as heresy, blasphemy and scoffing, are painted so
black that lying, dishonesty, and injustice look but gray. In the end you
get a people austere and devout, but not truthful, loyal, and kindly.!

1“Tt would be a great gain to this country,” wrote the saintly Keble a century ago,
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If they have a free hand clergymen always impose the ascetic yoke,
which appeals strongly to those who have outgrown the burnt-offering
stage of religion. Asia and medieval Europe bear the palm for self-
inflicted bodily suffering to please God, but the ascetic poison took little
hold of their laity. For an instance of a whole people blighted by mis-
conceived religion one must look to the Scotch of the seventeenth century.

Every profession strives to exalt itself. In the absence of lawyers,
scholars, and other educated groups to puncture their overweening
pretensions, ministers will insist that they are ambassadors of God, that
their commands from the pulpit are binding, that sudden mysterious
calamities will fall upon scoffers, that Providence continually sets aside
the laws of Nature on their behalf, that prodigies and portents attend
the death of the man of God. They teach that it is dangerous to speak
disrespectfully of a clergyman, to fail to salute him in passing, to cross
him, or to sue him at law. The lives of eminent preachers written by
their proféssional brethren abound in edifying stories designed to cause
clergymen to be regarded with fear and awe.

Since the sacerdotal order rules by ideas, they try to control the whole
intellectual life of society in order to uphold their influence. In order
that the people’s religion might remain “pure,” the Spanish clergy
brought about the crushing of the Protestants and the expulsion of the
Moors, while the Massachusetts theocracy persecuted Antinomians,
Baptists, and Quakers. If they dare go so far, the clergy censor the
reading’of their flock, curb the press, bar out “disturbing” foreign books,
and maintain a regular “index” of condemned writings. Moreover, they
are jealous of any education not under their own control. Intent on keep-
ing their people subject to themselves, they never push popular educa-
tion and put every obstacle in the way of its being provided by the
state. When they create schools of their own to compete with the public
schools, the religious part of the curriculum quite overshadows the
secular. While friendly to that higher learning which they can control
and use, their suspicious fear of the increase of natural knowledge
prompts them to strangle free inquiry and the liberty of teaching.

In short, of all despotisms that of the priest is the least ruthless but
the most hopeless. No one can withstand what he sees fit to proclaim
as God’s will. Out of their mundane experience or common sense his
flock can draw nothing to oppose to his obscurantism or fanaticism.

Militarism, The ascendancy of the military profession over society

“were it vastly more superstitious, more bigoted, more gloomy, more fierce in its religion,
than at present it shows itself to be.” What a goal!
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gives rise to militarism. Such ascendancy is likely to occur when army
and navy officers are drawn chiefly from a hereditary upper order, so
that their professional prestige is reinforced by class prestige. This af-
finity between the nobility and the army may be an inheritance from
feudalism, or it may be the result of deliberately pampering and privi-
leging the officer caste in order to draw into it those able to contribute
most to its spirit and prestige.

When the fighting caste gives the key, the pursuits of the soldiers are
esteemed nobler than those of the civilian. He is regarded, not as a
killer, but as a hero ready to shed his blood for king and country. Pro-
ficiency in war is deemed the be-all and end-all of national organization
and effort. All sound men are looked upon as potential soldiers; all sound
women, as potential mothers of soldiers; national resources and produc-
tive power, as possible sinews of war. The health of the masses is con-
served solely in order to preserve their military fitness. The idea rules
that the people exist, not to live their lives but to win wars. A little folk
with no such cheering hope is despised. Army and fleet are not watch-
dogs to protect the people in their peaceful pursuits, but the means of
imposing the national will on lower races, of “organizing” backward
peoples, or of fulfilling “cultural missions” to unwilling neighbors.

War is deemed, not a horror, but “a biological necessity.” Peace
withiy the nation is priceless, but between nations it is, in von Moltke’s
view, “a dream and not even a beautiful dream.” International violence
is identified with the evolutionary “struggle for existence,” and the
losers of a war are branded as “the unfit.” During peace militarists de-
mand ever heavier armament and longer training, heedless of the fact
that qther militarists will persuade their peoples to do the same, so that
the relative position of the rivals remains unchanged. Each casts more of
its treasure upon the altar of the War god, yet is no whit safer!

In militarist philosophy the state is not for individuals, but individuals
are for the state. The aims of the state are not the happiness of its citi-
zens por the advancement of mankind, but mystic goals, vaguely related
to civilization, the super-race, destiny, or God. National self-conceit
is sedulously fostered by a pseudo-ethnology, a falsified history, and a
systematic blackening of the character of rival peoples.

Militarism strangles liberalism and feeds imperialism. It loves dynas-
ties and scorns democracy. The military chafe under civil authority,
while they sneer at parliamentary debate as “mere talk.” Militarism
calls for war;time censorship of newspapers, suppression of public meet-
ings, control of university professors and religious teachers, and the
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suppression of writers and speakers who criticize the war policy or take
“the enemy point of view.”

Commercialism. When traders, industrialists, capitalists, and bank-
ers wield the baton, commercialism reigns. The extraordinary infatua-
tion of Americans with business men is chiefly due to incessant news-
paper laudation and glorification of this element, which places most of
the advertising. Furthermore, among us the commercial spirit is held
in check neither by aristocratic traditions, nor by strongly organized
liberal professions. Since the small business men take their cue from
the great merchants, financiers, and heads of big enterprises, in an era
of commercialism these, their spokesmen, become the file-leaders, tone-
givers and pace-setters of society. .

The tone they give reflects, of course, their characteristic habits of
thought so far as these have not been qualified by non-business in-
fluences. One who is a business man and nothing else slips easily into
the fallacy of ignoring non-economic goods and of rating well-being
by dollar income. What he desiderates is prosperity rather than welfare.
The only wealth that is real to him is bankable wealth. Values that are
not pecuniary, such as public health, race vigor, natural beauty, scientific
progress, moral tone, and 1deals of life, he will sacrifice when they in-
terfere with national or personal gain. His ideal is steady wages, big
salaries, and fat dividends; whatever stands in the way of maximizing
these “hurts business” and is anathema. He cannot see that there are
business profits which cost some of us ten times their worth in salubrity,
or quiet, or peace of mind. Such a man is tolerant of poisonous smelter
fumes, factory smoke, grade crossings and noisy advertising, because
he can realize the profits they symbolize, but not the harm which they do.

So long as this type bewitches the public, “success” means “business
success”—that is, making money. A candidate’s trump card is the
promise of a “business” administration. The highest compliment for a
philanthropic, religious, or educational scheme is to pronounce it “busi-
ness-like”; whereas a man is insulted if you call his business “philan-
thropic,” or “religious,” or “educational”! A school board must be a
“business” board, scholars should be picked and officered by a business
man as university president, and the ultimate control of churches, col-
leges, and charities is left to the “solid men of business” whose money
makes these possnble ’

A business man’s success in his undertakings may be roughly gauged
by the money he has been able to make under the accepted codes, but
the success of the divine, jurist, officer, statesman, scholar, thmker artist,



DOMINATION 87

or poet is not properly measured by his gains. Nevertheless, under com-
mercialism the money yardstick will be naively applied to each and every
kind of achievement, with the result that alongside successful business
men the head men in every line of intellectual or idealistic endeavor
will look like dwarfs. As the public comes to feel this, cupidity will be
sharpened and corruption will invade every type of structure in society.

The idea that you should not disturb persons making money, as you
would not disturb a laying hen on her nest, causes the public good to
be sacrificed out of a superstitious reverence for business. Nature’s stores
of wealth are not conserved for posterity, lest opportunities for immedi-
ate profit be curtailed. The nation allows itself to become in spots “a
polyglot boarding house,” because mill-owners, mine operators, contrac-
tors, and railroad companies insist on an unlimited flow of cheap alien
labor. Property is put above human life, for lawmakers stay their hand
when business men predict ruin if they are required to make their work
places safe and sanitary!

Government is looked upon, not as guardian of every great public
interest, but as bulwark of property rights and maintainer of condi-
tions favorable to making money. Its master-aim is business prosperity,
on the theory “Make employers content and they will make the people
content.” Such government services as public health, conservation, edu-
cation, recreation, and rclief are starved in order to keep taxes low or
to subsidize private enterpsises for profit; or else the prisons are run to
make money for prison contractors, the parks, to enrich transport com-
panies, the schools, to provide employers with cheap youth skilled at the
public expense, the public-utilities commission, to make a market for
issues of corporate securities.

Things plainly anti-social, such as the liquor traffic, race-track gam-
bling, and commercialized prostitution, are spared on the ground that
they are “businesses.” Then, too, the open vice shop “brings people to
town.” A movement to clean up a rotten city government is deprecated
as “hurting business.” Chicane is all right if it is merely “the tricks of
the trade.” A crime committed without malice and merely “in the way
of business” is condoned. The people are taught that speculation is not
gambling, that tax dodging is not larceny, that railroad rebating is not
treachery, that free transportation passes are not bribery, that deleteri-
ous adulteration is not murder. The large-scale malefactor of high finance
goes unpunished because he is a “Napoleon,” a “superman,” “asserting
the higher law which great enterprises have the right to command.”

Since no people that is intelligent and free can long endure the un-



88 FUNDAMENTAL PROCESSES

qualified ascendancy of business men, their influence needs to be
balanced by that of other groups—educators, social workers, economists,
geologists, physicians, etc. Furthermore, in some parts of the world—
Scandinavia, e.g., the spokesmen for business are not the cock-sure, ar-
rogant, browbeating type the American public has been putting up with,
but a type chastened, reasonable, and tolerant.

Leisure class ascendancy. As corrective of unwholesome social tend-
encies the influence of those who do not have to work for a living may
be most salutary. They may temper male ascendancy by diffusing that
idealization of woman which grew up with medieval chivalry and gave
birth to “lady” worship. Their love of pleasure may counteract the
morbid asceticism and “other-worldliness” which sometimes radiates
from the clergy. Taking the enjoyer’s point of view rather than the
trader’s, this class may check commercialism by insisting on valuing a
thing or an activity by what it can add to life and not by what it will fetch.

But the leisure class should not have the last word on anmything.
Exempt from labor, it meets:all who would enter its charmed circle
with the challenge, Do you work for a living? Out among the plain
people, who, like Atlas, support the world on their shoulders, runs like
devil grass the fantastic idea that work is disgraceful, until millions
who have nothing to look forward to but the common lot are set at odds
with their bread and butter! Not only do aspiring workers come to hate
their work, but, to avoid it, the shrewd crowd.into shady occupations and
invent numberless ways of “living by one’s wits.”” At the threshold of
the leisure class forms a corrupt half-world of procurers, onhangers,
gamblers, touts, charlatans, swindlers, bravos, “gentlemen of fortune,”
and other higher parasites, which, like an abscess, continually pours
out moral infection. This is the chief cause of the moral rottenness which
always characterizes the later stages of an aristocratic society.

The leisured keep numerous servants, ostensibly to render their mas-
ters personal service but really to “perform vicarious leisure.”” So there
grows up among them a sense of the shamefulness of waiting on your-
self, which spreads and prompts people who can ill afford it to pay some
menial to do for them things they could easily do for themselves. It is
felt demeaning to clean your clothes, black your boots, carry your lug- -
gage, roll your baby carriage, answer your doorbell, wait on your table,
or wash your car. In order to hire these things done for them the middle
class scrimp on necessaries and have few children, while living is made
dearer for all because too many workers quit production to render
these superfluous services. -
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The prestige of this class rests on conspicuous consumption as well as
on conspicuous leisure. At the social summit, to be sure, are some so sure
of their place that they are free to lead a “simple” life, but in general
the leisured develop a prodigal manner of life, which most of the useful
people accept as the only proper way of living. They feel that nothing
adorns like precious stones; nothing is beautiful unless of costly ma-
terials; no raiment is fine but silk and broadcloth. There is nothing for
furniture like rosewood and mahogany; for the palate, like champagne
and truffles; for pleasure, like a theater party or a meet with the hounds.
There is no society but the joint enjoyment of the expensive, no mar-
riage save a church wedding, no rest save at a watering-place hotel. Thus
foppish standards, begotten of spenders’ rivalry, spread through society
and corrupt homebred notions of what is fit or worth while. People come
to scorn the joys at their elbow and pine for luxuries out of their reach.
Ungratified worldliness gnaws at the heart of multitudes, while greed
is whetted till even decent persons are impelled to resort to monopoly,
extortion, chicane, and acquisitive crime.

When the new-rich force their way into high society with a torrent
of expenditure no social barriers can withstand, the effect on public
morals is yet more disastrous. The spectacle of their baronial estates,
princely houses, liveried lackeys, and Sybaritic luxury contaminates even
hard-headed persons with wealth worship. People fall apart into as many
exclusive social groups as there are styles of living and forget how to
meet the fellowman on the level. You are snob to those below and toady
to those above you, so that the higher are cankered with pride, the
lower with envy. If the workers accept these false values they cease to
respect themselves and will in the end let themselves be governed by
the wealthy.

MEANS OF DOMINATION

The means of maintaining ascendancy range from sheer coercion to
something like partnership.

Physical force. Assyrians, Huns, Goths, Tartars, Mongols, Moguls,
Manchus, Mahdists, and Turks have ruled by the naked sword. Even
now in certain states of tropical America government is propped by guns.

Political inequalities originating in the exercise of force. Under
the Hapsburgs and Hohenzollerns the cards were skilfully stac.ked
against the dominated peoples and classes. By property qualifications
for the suffrage, by unequal representation of tax-paying classes, by
political privileges accorded to dominant races or nationalities and prop-
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ertied classes, by political discrimination against subject races, nationali-
ties or toilers, governments were constituted which would respond to
the will of dominant elements rather than to that of the majority.

Corruption. For cash or other immediate benefit ignorant voters will
often turn over their votes to the political agents of the very elements
which oppress and exploit them. At times in some of our common-
wealths a party representing only selfish interests has been able to
keep itself in power by the aid of votes purchased with money or favors.
The naturalized foreign-born have been very susceptible to timely at-
tentions and kindnesses shown them during their early difficult years in
this country; hence, social work on a large scale originated in New York
with Tammany Hall and kindred political organizations.

Towards the close of the last century there grew up in several Ameri-
can commonwealths state party bosses who secured large contributions
to party funds from bng businesses on the secret understanding that such
contributors should enjoy special consideration when the party was in
power. No one was nominated for office, or in any case aided with money
in his campaign, who spurned the “advice” of the party boss in such
matters. By “direct” nomination of party candidates, by legal limita-
tion of campaign expenditures, and by enforced publicity of party re-
ceipts and outlay, the system of “invisible government” was much
shattered 1910-14.

In Great Britain the king has always been “the fount of honor” and
nowadays the titles and honors bestowed in the King’s name and on
the King’s birthday are determined by the Government. At times the
granting of titles to commonplace industrial or financial magnates who
have made heavy contributions to the funds of the party in power is
tantamount to outright purchase of the means of political domination.

Patronage. The Dutch in the East Indies dominate the natives partly
by recognizing and patronizing the native sultan. Thus the Sultan of
Djoka in Java retains his trappings and pomp while the Dutch collect
the taxes in his name and he appoints the natives they want to do his
justice. The Dutch enjoy a free hand while his people enjoy the illusion
of being governed by their own Sultan. You see many autograph letters
and presents the Sultan has received from Queen Wilhelmina of Hol-
land with whom he corresponds as an equal. For such attentions he
sells out his people to the foreigners, and becomes a puppet of the
European resident adviser.

The political use of spiritual power, Under the old regime in
Russia, the Tsar through the Oberprocuror of the Holy Synod held the
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Church captive and by means of twenty thousand village priests was
able to disseminate among his credulous subjects any lie which suited
his purpose as, e.g., that the massacre of 1,500 on “Red Sunday” in 1905
was caused by English and Japanese spies who incited the Petrograd
workmen to march upon the palace simply in order to have them killed.

It is scarcely necessary to recall how characteristic has been alliance
between throne and altar during the struggle of the European peoples
again absolutism. Centralized churches have preached the Divine Right
of kings, urged unquestioning obedience to constituted authorities as
God’s will, and opened their bosoms to the greatest dynastic tyrants and
mass murderers while hurling their heaviest thunders upon those heroic
self-sacrificing lovers of their fellowmen who contributed most to bring in
the new day.

Cherished ignorance. The spread of secular knowledge unsettles
dominion in so far as it rests on ideas. The Romanoffs looked upon the
brutish ignorance of their subjects as the brightest jewel of their crown.
They made difficulties for the local councils (zemstvos) in planting
schools among the common people, no new school could be opened with-
out express authorization. High school and university were subject to
high-handed interferences in order that their product might be uniformly
“reliable.”

In Java the Dutch gladly provide higher schools for training bright
native lads to serve them in administering the country, but give very
little encouragement to popular education. The government provides no
elementary schools for the natives, so that tuition costs $25-830 a year
per pupil, in high schools $75—$125. Small wonder that less than a tenth
of the children learn even to read. Three thousand Javanese of high
school education or above, a third of all educated Javanese, \were de-
ported without trial 1926—28 and dumped down in the New Guinea jungle
solely because they agitated for more educational and civil opportuni-
ties for their people. The Dutch assured me that they were Communists
in the pay of Moscow!

In South America the ruling proprietary class wishes darkness to
reign in the minds of the toiling masses. The hacendados fear lest school-
ing make the son of the agricultural laborer, the peon or inquilino, grow
up demanding, or restless and migrant. They would have him stay on
in his father’s mud hut, content with the old hard life and deaf to the
call of opportunity elsewhere. As one put it to me: “We don’t want the
children of our inquilinos disturbed in their minds.”
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RESISTANCE TO DOMINATION

Often the chief prop of domination is the belief of the dominated in
the legitimacy of the existing relations. These relations, bedded in custom
and gilded with master prestige, can best be challenged by outsiders,
especially individuals from the dominating element, since their judgment
in such a matter has weight. Hence, the leadership of the intellectuals
in all successful proletarian movements, the role of “renegades” from
the nobility in spreading socialistic agitation among Russia’s peasants
and workers. Of course, the material conditions must be ripe and belief
in the legitimacy of domination must already have lost some of its magi-
cal binding power. But generally it is radical members of the class in
the saddle who first spread doubt as to the propriety and necessity of
being ridden.

Among the dominated the first to respond to subversive ideas are by
no means those who have the most to complain of. The front fighters
for the emancipation of women did not come out of the kitchen but out
of the study or the drawing room. The first stirrings of the European
labor movement occurred not where the masses were under the severest
pressure, but where liberal ideas were ripe; for “it is not poverty which
makes the poor man into a proletarian but Ais philosophizing about it.”
The first battalions of workers to go into action against capitalist domi-
nation were not from the least-paid and worst-treated sections of the
wage-earning class. In 1848 the French economist Blanqui traveling
through the French centers of industry on Government commission was
struck by the fact that always the most turbulent of the workers were
the better paid ones. The earliest modern labor movement in England,
that of the Chartists, came from the brightest and best paid stratum
of labor.

To develop its utmost fighting power the dominated element must be
unified and inspired and for this there is nothing better than the belief
that its glorious destiny is to throw open the gates to an entirely new
world, to conquer for all a juster, and happier future. Such a Messianic
vision gave élan to the socialist movement which hoped to break in
pieces the old social order to build on the ruins a new one “without
boundaries of natidnalities, classes or sex.” It kindled ardor in the move-
ment for the emancipation of women, which dreamed that sex equality
alone would end the injustice, brutality, war and oppression of our man-
made world. It lent wings to the Youth Movement which aspired to re-
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place the rotten régime of the graybeards with something honest, simple
and true.

THE OUTLOOK FOR DOMINATION

There are thousands of American communities in which, under the
prompting of Big Business, the commercial element has climbed into
the saddle. In “Middletown,” that industrial Mid-West city of 4o0-
50,000, studied in 1925 and again in 1935:

Tolerance in religious matters has increased markedly in recent
decades.

Economic tolerance—e.g., toward deviant economic theories, labor
organizations, and so on—has diminished.

The press has assumed an outwardly more urbane and tolerant air
at the same time that the sources of news and the editing of the news
have come more markedly under the influence of the single, peremptory
point of view represented by its business world.

ducational tolerance . . . is increasingly likely to be curtailed by
the growing awareness by the city leaders that they must control the
things taught to the young.

- tolerance has apparently decreased in regard to national politics.
Here again appears the enhanced recognition of the stake of business in
national politics.?

. the old active tolerance bred of mutual respect and zest for ad-
venture in a brave new world yet to conquer has given way to a de-
fensive tolerance which allows dissent only where it must or where the
thing tolerated is of no consequence.?

Forums of free discussion like the Ethical Society of the 1890’s, where
men freely debated such topics as atheism, find no place in respeotable
business circles today.

Some of Middletown’s most ruggedly independent thinkers in 1890
were the local doctors, judges, and lawyers. These men less often speak
their minds; they have become to a greater extent intellectually color-
less, and*are sticking to their last making money.*

.« - Middletown seems rccently to have been building its fences
higher. The city is more antagonistic to outside groups; individuals in
the city are mare wary of each other.

New industries come to Middletown for the big profits to be made
out of the low wages, long hours, and extraordinary submissiveness of
local labor. Very skilfully the workers are kept thinking that the bless-

2 Middletown in Transition, by Robert S. Lynd, and Helen M. Lynd, 1937, p. 426.
81bid., p. 427.
*1bid., p. 427, footnote.
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ings of life flow from the men of wealth and the employers. In the
“open shop” they believe as devoutly as the Chamber of Commerce
itself. This state of mind is a “gold mine” to the local business men and
they will go any length to prevent its being disturbed by either residents
or “outside agitators.” 8

Nevertheless, domination within society is likely to wane. On com-
paring our time with the early eighteenth century, it is evident that a
host of arbitrary discriminations—racial, religious, occupational, and class
—have been wiped out. Dominations that proudly flaunted themselves
are gone, or else survive only under cover. In place of the arrogant rul-
ing classes are knots of sly wire-pullers! The chief yoke-breaker seems
to have been publicity—not so much because it inflames the oppressed
to revolt as because it stirs neutral bystanders to interfere. When the
odious side of a domination is exposed multitudes of outsiders are dis-
gusted and look eagerly for an opening to “sock” it. Just as the normal
jury delights in giving the proven wife-beater “the limit,” the public
enjoys unhorsing those shown to be riding their fellowmen.

In short, publicity does in society what sunshine does in the physical
world—it sanitates!

Nothing, it seems, can hinder our world from coming to be a vast
auditorium. What the big gyved newspapers hold back the little “ir-
responsible” newspapers will let out. What the newspapers conspire
to smother the broadcasters will “spill.” What both newspapers and
radio blanket the platform speakers and authors will divulge. As public
high schools and universities multiply, more citizens will have had their
youthful eyes opened by virile instruction in anthropology, history, gov-
ernment, economics, and sociology. Then, as the working week shrinks,
myriads get their first look at what is going on “back of the scenery.”
Even if but a tithe of the new leisure is used for self-improvement, there
will be millions of fresh recruits to the multitude of outraged bystanders
eager to smite some noisome domination.

8 Observes H. D. Lasswell in Politics, 1937, p. 37:

The bias against government is strikingly indicated by the absence of a cartoon stereo-
type for the public as a recipient of benefits from public expenditures. The emphasis is all
on the “Taxpayer.” Often arrayed in a dark suit with a white collar, four-in-hand tie,
sometimes with a white vest, often with light trousers, the taxpayer is one of those pathetic
souls who always get it in the neck.

The frail little fellow has thinning hair, a long nose, a slight mustache, and glasses.

The “Taxpayer,” unlike the “Public,” is always being acted upon.
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- tolerance has apparently decreased in regard to national politics.
Here again appears the enhanced recognition of the stake of business in
national politics.?

. the old active tolerance bred of mutual respect and zest for ad-
venture in a brave new world yet to conquer has given way to a de-
fensive tolerance which allows dissent only where it must or where the
thing tolerated is of no consequence.?

Forums of free discussion like the Ethical Society of the 1890’s, where
men freely debated such topics as atheism, find no place in respectable
business circles today.

Some of Middletown’s most ruggedly independent thinkers in 1890
were the local doctors, judges, and lawyers. These men less often speak
their minds; they have become to a greater extent intellectually color-
less, and*are sticking to their last making money.*

. . . Middletown seems rccently to have been building its fences
higher. The city is more antagonistic to outside -groups; individuals in
the city are mare wary of each other.

New industrics come to Middletown for the big profits to be made
out of the low wages, long hours, and extraordinary submissiveness of
local labor. Very skilfully the workers are kept thinking that the bless-

2 Middletown in Transition, by Robert S. Lynd, and Helen M. Lynd, 1937, p. 426.

31bid., p. 427.
+[bid., p. 427, footnote.

95



96 FUNDAMENTAL PROCESSES

toil. Before the advent of mechanical power, if a man could not make
others grind, tote and dig for him, he had to put his own back into it.
The modern sentiment against forced labor owes much to our success
in making the forces of Nature serve us.

WHO EXPLOITS WHOM ?

Women by men. In most primitive societies all the work devolves
upon the women. It is they who dress the skins, pitch the tent, make
the garments, prepare the food, fabricate pottery, baskets, and mats.
The Indian never touches the game he has brought in after he has
dropped it at the tent door. The Eskimo man will not even draw the seal
from the water after he has speared it. Exploit goes to man, mere
drudgery goes to woman. As game becomes scarcer and, more and more,
the food comes from the patches of corn or yams or manioc cultivated
by the women, the men become parasites upon their wives.

Among the Hakkas of southern China as among the Dyaks of Borneo
the idleness of the men arises from the power of tradition over the
division of labor between the sexes. Formerly the men hunted and
fought, but now that hunting and fighting are gone inherited ideas as
to what is “woman’s work” keep the men from “buckling to.”

Among our Appalachian mountaineers, as a relic from pioneer days
when the men were abroad hunting much of the time, the woman carries
the water from the spring, chops the wood, milks the cows and tends
garden. Although the game failed long ago, the men will not turn hand
to such things; they are “women’s work.”

The exploitation of women by their own men folk is dying rapidly
owing to spread of the romantic-love pattern, rise of the plane of popular
intelligence, equal schooling of boys and girls, powerful watchful women’s
organizations, enfranchisement of women, mores and laws more friendly
to females, and resort to birth control.

Poor by rich. Wealth may be the means of establishing an exploitative
control over other men. Wealth, i.e., economic power, may be converted
into other kinds of power, political, legal, social, ecclesiastical, religious,
etc.; but these in turn can be converted into wealth. Rich men may use
their money to get into politics but, once there, they may use their
political power to gain more money. They may use their money to
acquire for themselves more legal rights and then use their legal rights
to gain more money. They may use their money to win a control over
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needy men and use this control to gain more money. Thus the formula
for the exploitative utilization of riches is Wealth—Power—More
Wealth.

By bribery the wealthy shift the main burden of taxation upon those

too poor to bribe. Some years ago American multimillionaires resid-
ing in New York City were paying taxes on from a twentieth up to a
tenth of what their fortunes proved to be when probated. The attorney
most conspicuous in the formation of “trusts” in industry admitted that
by means of a present he induced the assessment official to let him write
in the figures on which the numerous combinations he represented paid
taxes!
+ The numerous owners of anthracite coal lands in eastern Pennsylvania
were forced to sell to the big coal companies because the latter by con-
trolling the coal-carrying railroads were able to levy upon their com-
petitors exorbitant charges for carriage. In the end the little holders
had to let their coal lands go for a pitiful price. A like control over the
carriers enabled the dominant petroleum concern to acquire our Eastern
oil lands at a fraction of their value. Often in the American West the
big rancher used his numerous armed cowboys to ruin the “homesteader”
and chase away the small cattleman in order that he might himself grow
rich on grazing stolen from the public lands.

Debt slavery permits the rich to take advantage of the distress of
the poor by loan contracts which sink the borrower and his descendants
into perpetual bondage in case the loan is not repaid at the appointed
time. In tropical America the institution of peonage enables the planter
to bind the agricultural laborer to his acienda by means of a small ad-
vance of cash or goods.

Some years ago investigation by the United States Immigration Com-
mission disclosed the fact that immigrant peonage existed in every state
in the Union save Oklahoma and Connecticut. Although in the South
and Wes{ many aliens were being held to labor against their will under
intolerable conditions, it was in the lumber camps of Maine that the
:ommission found “the most complete system of peonage in the country.”

To suppose with the anarchists that the State is the one great engine
>f exploitation is nonsense. Often government is the sole check upon
he power of the rich to hire bravos to work their will upon small neigh-
yoring proprietors whose lands they covet. When public authority abdi-
:ates, the poor or friendless man has to submit himself to him who has
irmed kinsmen or retainers at his beck. The Senate Committee on Civil
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Liberties’ investigation of 1937 disclosed an astounding number of spies
and bullies (strike-breakers) retained by industrialists to intimidate
their labor.

How government may affect the use of capital to exploit others is
illustrated in the policy of the Soviet Government respecting the farm
tractors, combines, etc., it was turning out. Had it sold or leased them
to the better-off peasants (kulaks), the middle and poorer peasants
would have had to pay an exorbitant price to get their land tilled. In-
stead the Government set up 3,000 tractor stations over agricultural
Russia and all peasants have the use of them on the same terms.

The ignorant by the intelligent. Relations freely entered into be-
tween two intelligent persons will presumably benefit both; but if one
is ignorant the same relation may lead to his exploitation by the other.
The European trader goes to the uncivilized native of the tropics and
induces him to part with everything he has for spirits or opium, or
tempts him with goods on credit. The trader offers gay cloth, knives,
gongs, guns and gunpowder to be paid for by some natural product of
the jungle or some crop not yet planted. The native has not sufficient
forethought to take only goods he can pay for and not enough energy
to work early and late to get out of debt; he sinks deeper and deeper
into the morass and remains for years or for life a debtor,

The mining companies in Peru recruit most of their underground
labor through agents who go about and “hook” the guileless native.
The “hooker” turns up in a village some weeks before the annual fiesta
in honor of its patron saint. On such an occasion the Indian is wont to
“blow” himself because his entire emotional, recreative, and social life
centers about this fiesta. What with presents of vestments or jewels to
the effigy of the saint, fees to the priest for masses, and a feast for his
numerous relatives and friends, he is in a mood to embark on reckless
spending. Comes now the wheedling “hooker” and offers him from $30
to $50 cash, provided only the Indian will sign a bond to repay the debt
by labor. Often the Indian signs the contract when drunk and usually
he fails to realize where he is to work and how. He thinks he is to work
for the “hooker,” whereas he may be sent a hundred miles away to
toil in a freezing mine gallery or a hot cane field. Buried far from home
in a coastal sugar hacienda or a montafia coffee estate, the poor fellow
finds himself a slave without a shred of legal protection and quite at the
mercy of his employer.?

1E. A. Ross, South of Panama, 1913, p. 183.
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Or consider the rural laborers:

These non-contracted yanacines, in return for a small patch for hut
and garden, usually the rockiest soil, must tend the herds and cultivate
the hacienda fields at least three days a week without remuneration.
The yanacon, the peon, as in Diaz’ day in Mexico, is held by father-to-
son debt; he cannot leave. The customary phrase of these serfs is, “I be-
long to So-and-So.” 2

Anyone disposed to pooh-pooh exploitation should consider this case:

In hot Catacaos, inland from Piura, the Indians, who do not derive
enough food for survival from their sun-up sun-down labor on the plan-
tations, are obliged to weave Panama hats—the finest, most flexible
grade made—at night in their huts by feeble candlelight. As a result of
this painstaking eye-straining work under unfavorable conditions, an
excessively large proportion of the population is blind. They receive
only two soles—about fifty cents—for a dozen hats, costing weeks of
labor, and which are resold at from five to ten dollars and up.®

The persecution of the Jews in Tsarist Russia was prompted far less
by religious bigotry than by peasant resentment of their exploitation
by Jewish shopkeepers, money-lenders, grain buyers and liquor sellers.
In the same way the Turkish peasants learned to hate their Armenian
and Greek neighbors by experience of their inability to hold their own
in dealings with these wily elements.

The unorganized by the organized. The unparalleled looting of
many large American cities in the years before the great civic awaken-
ing which began about 1905, exemplifies the leverage afforded by or-
ganization. The “grafters” were not numerous but they paid no atten-
tion to party lines or to the line between public business and private
business. With the saloon keepers, gamblers, and keepers of houses of
prostitution, the gas, electric lighting, water, tramway, and railway com-
panies, together with certain favored contractors, bankers, and business
men, the politicians formed a “ring” buttressed by the votes of blind
partisans, selfish job holders, naive naturalized immigrants, and venal
“floaters,” reinforced by electoral frauds. The robbed taxpayers were far
more numerous, but they were for the most part unaware of how they
were exploited, or else divided on lines of party, nationality, occupation,
or social class. Years of exposure and agitation were necessary to arouse
the citizens to the point of banding together against the plunderbund;

2 Carleton Beals, America South, 1938, p. 253.
8 Ibid., p. 253.
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but once they rose the ringsters were swept away like chaff before a gale.

The laity by the priests. Among the rural people of India there is
no domestic incident which does not entail its tax of offerings or food
for the Brahman. Nothing happens without the Brahman being “feed
and fed.” To sustain the spiritual life of the people is not their concern.
As Brahmans, their business is to eat, not to teach.

In Roumania the superstitious peasants believe that if a man dies
without a lighted candle in his hand he will not reach Heaven. But since
many persons do die without the lighted candle in hand, the country
priest charges the dead man’s family eighty francs to get him into
Heaven and a certain annual sum to keep him there.

In South America* the Indians of the Sierra are still exploited by
their curas by means of practices which the church outlawed as long
ago as the Council of Trent (1563). They collect their baptismal, mar-
riage, and burial fees in advance and these fees are not fixed but are
assessed according to the means of the family. Thus they contrive to
absorb the entire surplus of the natives, so that a grossly ignorant half-
breed cura may extract from the poor herdmen of the Bolivian highlands
an income which would do credit to one of our metropolitan pulpits!

For heartless exploitation of the weak the conduct of the conquista-
dores toward the natives of Spanish America remains unmatched. For
two centuries probably no Spaniard came nearer to manual labor than
superintending from his saddle the movements of native workmen. Some
thousands of Indians would be granted to a Spaniard on the theory that
he was to provide them instruction in the “things of our holy Catholic
faith.” As a just recompense to him for thus saving their souls, they
were to serve him with their bodies.® Under this pious cloak the invaders
seated themselves firmly on the backs of the natives, and remained there
while their serfs washed gold for them or tended herds or grew food.
Besides sending great quantities of produce to their masters who lived
in the cities the villagers had to send one-seventh of their number to
serve the masters directly, while the state took another quota to work
in the silver mines. In the latter case the loss of life among those sud-

+E. A Ross, South of Panama, 1915, pp. 321, 322.

§ Wrote Pizarro, Peru’s conqueror, to a boyhood friend in Spain:

The two pigs, the burro shared the one room in which lived you, your parents, your
eleven brothers and sisters the last time I visited you. The cock crowed from the footboard
of your parents’ bed. Come to Peru. I will make you Lord of a palace of a hundred rooms.
Five hundred slaves will be yours, an estate of ten thousand acres. Would you believe it,
nearby is a spring that runs, not water, but wine? When we shoot the wild duck, it drops
already stuffed, roasted hot, ready for hungry stomachs. . .
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denly translated from the valleys or lowlands to pits and galleries at an
altitude of 15,000 feet was frightful. In the neighborhood of Potosi the
Indian population fell within a hundred years to a tenth of its original
number!

Open wholesale exploitation of this sort is now on the wane not so
much because our enterprising element has a heart as because all the
peoples watch each other and the whole world may ring with the atroci-
ties committed for the sake of rubber on the hapless natives along the
Congo or the Putumayo. Then, too, machinery, steam and motor lessen
the demand for forced human labor, so that it is chiefly in the extraction
of the natural wealth of the tropics that the old brutal exploitation
survives.

In the Malay Statis before the advent of the British Resident one
found:

®

A system of taxation under which every necessary as well as every
luxury of life was heavily taxed; law courts in which the procedure was
the merest mockery of justice, the decisions depending solely on the rel-
ative wealth or influence of the litigants; . . . a system of debt-slavery
under which not only the debtor but his wife and their remotest de-
scendants were condemned to hopeless bondage; an unlimited corvée or
forced labor for indefinite periods and entirely without remuneration;

and the right of the raja to compel all female children to pass through
his harem.

State exploitation is waning because it “kills the goose that lays the
golden eggs.” Modern government therefore does not exploit directly
but enforces the property and contract rights by means of which the
dominant class (or classes) exploits others. It stands back of the legal
rights of the landlords, the amos, the hacendados, the pomieshtchiks, the
wool kings, the cattle kings, the mine operators, the usurers, the monopo-
lists, the big industrialists and other groups which enjoy exploitative ad-
vantage.

A class which aims to control government in order to legitimate and
safeguard its privileges and property claims, is not “keen” about having
the salaries of offices or the spending of taxes. The government which
meets its requirements may be quite honest, economical and efficient.
What is known as “good government” in American cities often means
nothing more than the clearing out of useless placemen, along with the
elimination of “graft” from public works and the purchase of public
supplies. It may signify simply that a roused business or propertied
class has wrested control from the shady politicians and crooked business
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men, in order to restore government to the functions they are inter-
ested in.

GENERAL TRUTHS ABOUT EXPLOITATION

1. The social elements differ in original disposition to exploit. Hand-
workers are less eager to live off others than those in pecuniary em-
ployment, such as traders, manufacturers, and bankers. None so madly
exploit as those bred to leisure, for they claim a God-given right to
live delicately at the expense of others. “Neverworks” are in sooth the
most dangerous element in society, for in order to be supported they
are willing to sacrifice morals, religion, popular liberty, and national
independence. No political movement is so bloody, sordid and un-
patriotic as a White Terror.

2. Exploitation is more open, ruthless and stubborn between the un-
like than between the like. Mamily feeling, “the call of blood,” damps
the impulse to exploit. One part of a kin group does not prey upon an-
other part. Strong tribal, national, or denominational consciousness
checks exploitation within the tribe, the nation, or the religious body.
Exploitation is worst just after a conquest, every step in the assimila-
tion of conquerors and conquered brings a let-up. People quite without
predatory traditions (South African Boers) will enslave aborigines very
unlike themselves. African slavery was tolerated by European opinion
long after it had outlawed white slavery.

So exploiters invent unlikeness in order to justify themselves. The
Southern master insisted that the Negro “has no soul,” or saw his bond-
age as God’s punishment laid upon the descendants of Ham, who failed
to show respect to Father Noah! The religious orders in the Philippines
excused their neglect to teach the people by calling the natives “mon-
keys.” For centuries the English insisted that the Irish were a turbulent
race incapable of governing themselves! Islam prohibited enslaving “the
faithful” but sanctioned enslaving “infidels.” Difference has, indeed,
such validating power that the very degradation exploitation eventually
begets will be offered to justify its continuance!

3. An element is ready and whole-hearted in exploitation in the degree
that it constitutes a self-conscious group. Islam knit together the Asiatic
invaders of southeastern Europe in collective exploitation of their Chris-
tian subjects. In the Middle Ages Christianity gave the population the
solidarity it needed for systematically exploiting the Jews. On the march
to Peking in 1900, race consciousness gave the allied armies warrant
for common maltreatment of the peaceful Chinese along their route.
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4. Exploiters never voluntarily relinquish exploitation. A kept class
does not tire of living on the fruits of other men’s toil, never renounces
exploiting from “a conviction of sin.” Its outlook reflects its parasitism,
so it develops moral distinctions and theories which justify its economic
base. Individual members may-come to feel doubts but their class
ejects them, dresses its ranks and moves on!

Nevertheless, the spirit of the age reverberates even in the members
of an exploiting class, and in some cases they have been brought to
feel compunction respecting their relation to those who support them.
This feeling expresses itself not in a movement utterly to give up para-
sitism, but in insistence on greater humanity toward the exploited or
in the recognition of “duties” and “responsibilities” toward them. Toward
the end of feudalism there was a movement among the lords to better
the lot of the serfs. Southern slaveholders developed higher standards
of humanity in the treatment of their slaves and punished atrocities
by the more ferocious masters. Employers adopt “welfare” work and
“safety first” for their employees, while capitalists urge the “Golden
Rule” in business and espouse such doctrines as the “stewardship of
wealth” and “the Christianization of capital.” Imperial countries admit
their obligation to spend a part of the revenue extracted from a tropical
colony in improving the colony, while kings by Divine Right acknowl-
edge their duty to promote the welfare of their subjects. But never do
the exploiters of their own motion abolish serfdom, or slavery, or abso-
lutism, or turn loose the dependency, or socialize the great estates; or
adopt progressive taxation, or extend public ownership. Slavery, serf-
dom, peonage, landlordism, industrial feudalism, absolutism, or monop-
oly never end by consent, only by coercion.

5. Foreign domination is likely to suppress domestic exploitations.
If the foreign masters exploit the dependency they will be jealous of the
native exploiting groups, if they do not they will be disgusted by them.
In India the British curbed the rapacity of the insatiable native princes.
The Americans on taking over the Philippines found the brazen parasit-
ism of the friars, who owned one-fifteenth of the cultivated land, so
odious that soon they packed them off.

6. Outside control menaces the maintenance of an exploitation. In
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries Negro slavery was more in-
humane in the self-governing colonies of the English West Indies than
in the Spanish and French West Indies, which were governed from
Europe. Lay churches, like the Protestant denominations, were more
complaisant about slavery than the Roman Catholic Church. In Vir-
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ginia, Jamaica and Barbados, where the masters controlled both state
and church, the slaves had the fewest rights. Eastern opinion, working
through the Federal Government, has checked the frontiersman’s grab-
bing of the land of the Indian, and the trader’s robbery of him by selling
him whiskey. Aroused British opinion put an end in 1833 to slavery
in the English colonies, while Northern hostility, aroused chiefly from
1835 on, was the cause of the downfall of slavery in the southern United
States. The coming of Hawaii under American law in 1898 automatically
terminated the system of indentured labor which the planter class had
established on the sugar plantations. If there are still five or six million
slaves in the world, despite seven or eight million emancipated in the
last hundred years, it is because they are in remote regions like the
Sudan, Sierra Leone, Arabia and Nepal.

This is why sociologists are slow to join in a cry for “home rule,”
supposed to be the last word in political wisdom; they want to know
who will benefit from “home rule”!

7. Masked exploitation outlasts apen exploitation. In an enlightened
democratic society the only big exploitations that can survive are clan-
destine. Jobbery in municipal contracts is secret. The “white slave”
traffic is furtive. A race-track gambling scheme wears the guise of an
encouragement of horse breeding. Monopoly endures not in virtue of
royal grant or favoring law, as in olden time, but by reason of hidden
rebates from carriers or secret understandings among commercial rivals.
The periodical shearing of “lambs” in the stock market is tolerated only
because the process is not understood by the public. :

Hence, what latter-day exploitation most dreads is being unmasked.
Desperately it fights investigation or exposure. It centers its pressure on
newspaper men, newspapers, magazines, prosecuting attorneys, legisla-
tive committees, professors of the social sciences, clergymen, agitators
—in a word on those who may show it up or bring it into the limelight.
Alarmed resistance to publicity on the part of a business organization
affords just grounds for suspicion.

8. The favorite mask of an exploitation is a non-equivalent counter
service or return. The virtual slavery of the indebted peon is camouflaged
by crediting him with wages for his labor, then charging him “five
prices” for the paltry supplies he obtains from the planter’s store. His
laboring like a slave for mere food and clothes appears as a double
transaction of purchase and sale. The ghastly servitude of the Indians
on the Putumayo in eastern Peru hid itself in the books of the British
company as the exchange of raw rubber at an incredibly low price for
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food and clothes at a price five or ten times their real worth. Under
the system maintained formerly by the Dutch government in Java each
native was obliged to keep six hundred coffee trees in bearing and deliver
the crop cleaned and sorted at the government warehouse at a fixed
price—nine and twelve florins the picu/ previous to 1874, although forty
and forty-five florins were paid in the open market of the ports!

Forced labor being unknown to American law the operators of South-
ern lumber or turpentine camps provided themselves with Negro labor
by having able-bodied Negroes arrested on some flimsy or trumped-up
charge. By paying their fines when they were sentenced to the chain-
gang to work out these fines the operators obtained the Negroes’ labor
power at a trifling expense.

9. Opportunities for masked exploitation multiply as social relations
become involved and social interdependence more extended. Letting the
priest offer your sacrifice for you opens a door to extortion. The custom
of appearing in court only “by attorney” delivers the litigant to the
legal profession. Reliance upon bought food gives the adulterator his
chance. A too-commercial farming has often enslaved the cultivator to
the storekeeper with his mortgage and crop liens. Producing for the
market instead of for home consumption exposes the farmer to the
exactions of elevator men, grain buyers and common carriers. The in-
vestment of capital gives an advanced people a means of exploiting a
backward people quite as productive as the brutal extraction of tribute.
The spread of the opium evil among the Chinese under the stimula-
tion of British traders (who even forced two wars rather than be inter-
fered with!) illustrates the perils which lurk in trade.

10. Whatever lessens inequalities among social elements in respect to
intelligence, courage, organization, discipline or situation narrows the
power of one to exploit ahother. Gunpowder leveled up townsmen with
barons and knights. Intelligence and capacity exhibited by the French
commoners before the Revolution made absurd the ancient privileges of
nobles and clergy. Organization among farmers humbled the “Granger”
railroads. In many countries rural codperatives have freed farmers from
gougings by middlemen. Credit codperatives trim the claws of the local
money lender. From Ireland to Argentina organization among rural
tenants has quickly broken landlord oppression. The Japavese Tenants’
Union cut by two-fifths the share of the crops taken by one landlord.
Labor organization is anathema to employers for it wipes out much of
their economic advantage. The forming of a union among actors or
newspaper writers or kitchenmaids or longshoremen with resulting pub-
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licity has a magic effect in ending the worst abuses they suffer. Modern
economic analysis deflates the kept classes by tracing their high social
position to privilege rather than to intrinsic superiority. The doctrine
that all are equally sons of God explodes the seventeenth-century axiom,
“God will think twice before he damns a person of quality.”

THE OUTLOOK FOR EXPLOITATION

1. By prolonged isolation and selection noble breeds of horses and
dogs have been built up. Were the laws of breeding applied consistently
to human beings for several millennia there might be developed an all-
noble people; until then no good chance to exploit others will be neglected
for long.

2. The encroachments of production-for-sale on production-for-use
continually open doors to cunning exploiters. At present consumers have
little protection against skulduggery.

3. The few restraints of a simple pioneer society will not suffice for
a complex modern society. Gyves upon would-be exploiters will have
to become many, various, definite and strong if justice is to prevail.

4. Never was abhorrence of exploitation so general; all we have to
do is to block new and subtler forms of exploitation as effectively as
man-stealing, shanghaiing, kidnapping, slaveholding and piragy were
blocked.

5. The greedy and cunning are so artful in devising means of “getting
the better” of the simple and trustful that the wiping out of every form
of grievous exploitation can be achieved only under the leadership of
the intellectual and moral élite.

6. In a normal people “Am I my brother’s keeper?” is generally
answered in the affirmative. Altruistic persons with leisure become in-
dignant and band together in order to foil exploiters of the weak or
confiding.

7- As a rule the ignorant are easier to exploit than the intelligent,
the illiterate than the literate, the unschooled than the schooled. Better
education for all is therefore an anti-exploitation policy, although one
should not expect too much from it.

8. There is no lack of competent persons to administer the laws thwart-
ing specific forms of exploitation. That many boards created for such a
purpose have disappointed high hopes is chiefly because exploiters privily
arranged that these should be manned with persons who had no wish
to make them succeed !
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9. There is much humor and ready laughter among Americans largely
because they have been freed from so many of the old exploitations and
fears of exploitation. Nothing makes sour and dour like the sense of being
helpless under the flaying knife.

10. People with ample reason to feel confidence in the good will of their
government towards them will never lend themselves to a movement
to overthrow it. The government instant to shield all elements of its
people against every form of exploitation need have no dread of a
revolutionary uprising.

11. The claim that the employer-employee relation of necessity opens
the door to exploitation cannot be conceded. That in myriads of cases
it has done just that does not prove that exploitation of the worker lies
in the very nature of private employment. Labor may be,exchanged
for money on equitable terms provided that the two parties are not
too unequal in bargaining power. You hear of “wage slaves” but never
of “salary slaves”; yet normally the employer makes a profit out of
both! The latter, however, are in a stronger position for bargaining.

12. If the foes of exploitation aim to wipe out all inequalities of pay
between workers of very unequal value to the enterprise, any régime
they set up will quickly crash. Equalization of pay is an altogether dif-
ferent thing from equalization of opportunity ¢ Let the more competent
feel that the superiority of their services commands no recognition in
the pay schedule and they will eventually find means Vof fashioning a
social order more to their liking.

6 Not intended to justify forty American corporations paying 75 of their executives in
1936 salaries larger than that received by the President of the United States! How salaries
are boosted to such figures is well understood.
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CHAPTER X
OPPOSITION

There is a “contrdry” type, e.g., that Scotch worthy of whom Ma-
caulay wrote, “His hostility was not to popery or to Protestantism, to
monarchical government or to republican government, to the house of
Stuart or to the house of Nassau, but to whatever was, at the time, es-
tablished.” Such “born kickers” pose as champions of the Right, al-
though what animates them is the spirit of comtradiction. Gr'oup op-
positions, however, have a less temperamental origin!

Interference of interests as a cause of opposition. Clash of in-
terests begets opposition in case either party sees an advantage in it.
So long as one believes that by expending X it can force the opponent
to cede X +, there will be strife unless the other party yields. In case
both see that an advantage of X can be extorted only by an expenditure
of X+, there should be an adjustment.

Whether conflict will end in adjustment or will continue until one or
the other combatant is disposed of, depends on the nature of the arena.
If the struggle takes place, as it were, in a bowl, then the farther the
stronger pushes the weaker, the harder it is to make him yield still more
grqund. This is illustrated by two well-matched states when, after an
initial advantage, A invades B. As a rule, the farther the invading army
penetrates, the longer the line of communications to be protected and
the greater the resistance offered by the local population.

If, conversely, the arena is, as it wers, an inverted bowl, the situation
does not stabilize itself. The farther the stronger pushes the weaker the
easier it is to make him yield still more ground. Such a case results in
the complete triumph of the one and elimination of the other. This is
exemplified by maritime rivals, Rome and Carthage, Genoa and Pisa,
Venice and Genoa, which fight until one or the other is overcome. For
sea powers there can be no “stabilizing frontier”; wherever the sea flows
the hostile ships may sail and meet and fight.

Hatred may make conflict chronic. We hate those who come often
between us and our goal. Statesmen, politicians, and business men may

be good enough sportsmen to harbor no ill will toward those who keep
11
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getting in their way, but not the masses. The animosity of the white
workers of California toward the immigrant Mexicans, of the English-
speaking coal miners of Pennsylvania toward the Slavs who displaced
them, of Northern wage earners on strike toward the Negro strike-
breakers imported from the South, illustrates the natural hatred of
supplanters. So conflict is not prompted solely by clash of interests.

Other causes. Opposition may spring from that imaginative hostility
which arises in us when we suspect that an idea inimical to us is in
another’s mind. Against this feeling closer association and fuller knowl-
edge of one another offer no security. “Whether intimacy will improve
our sentiment toward another man or not depends upon the true rela-
tion of his way of feeling and thinking to ours.” No doubt we should
hate rivals and foes less if, hobnobbing with them, we found them to
be like ourselves; but it is not so with the antipathy which roots in
difference. Some individuals do not “improve on acquaintance.” As Mark
Twain drawled, “The more I think of him, the less I think of him!”

Resentment is a species of hostility springing from menace to the
mirrored self. “It rests,” says Cooley, “upon a feeling that the other
person harbors ideas injurious to us; so that the thought of him is an
attack upon ourself.” Indignation is a higher sort of imaginative hostility
“directed toward some attack upon a standard of right and not merely
an impulse like pique or jealousy.” It claims a social foundation and is
always ready to justify itself in open court.

Social conditioning of oppositions. When life is thin or bare,
grudges are cherished and handed down as precious heirlooms. Feuds
between clans in Sicily or in our Southern mountains, between slum
gangs, between villages in China and in the Caucasus, between tribes in
Arabia, furnish pungent seasoning to a humdrum existence; but when
life is full they are avoided as bootless. Again, hatreds die as society
becomes fluid. The worst foes sometimes are bickering farmers whose
fields join, who therefore cannot get apart. In the city ties are more
easily shifted, with the result that city denizens are more often indif-
ferent to one another than country dwellers, but less often hostile. Start-
ing up in a rural neighborhood a village improvement society, a club, a
grange, or a social center, by giving people something else to think about
than others’ faults and irritating ways, sweetens the entire community.

Disturbance in the relations among the elements in society unsettles
old conflict adjustments and looses new clashes. Compromises knit by
bygone peacemakers have been ravelled out and there seems to be
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nothing to do but to block your oi)ponent from having his way at your
expense. Well does Lasswell say: !

Something of the primitive immediacy of the feud appears also in the
relations between races and nationalities whose relative status is un-
dergoing rapid change. If the former slave challenges the economic po-
sition of the master, if the foreign wage earner applies for a job, if the
foreign cultivator possessing a low standard of life bids for a farm, if
the foreign manager operates a plantation and disregards local law and
custom, if, in short, any sudden upset occurs in the existing pattern of
claims for freedom of movement, for income or for deference, there arise

the probability of violence and the growth of malignant hostility between
the opposing groups.

Wholesome opposition. In a way, open opposition preserves society.
Without the right to oppose what we consider tyranny, obstinacy, caprice,
or stupidity, we would secede. Free remonstrance is a safety valve,
letting off steam which, if confined, might burst the boiler! In any
voluntary association the “corking up” by the dominant element of the
dissatisfaction of the rest is likely to lead to the splitting of the group.
Wise statesmen realize that it is well to tolerate criticism of govern-
ment in parliament and in the press as a vaccine against revolt.

The fighting group. Opposition toughens groups that can stand the
strain, Warfare has been the great state maker. The Eskimos, so pacific
that one avenges himself on his enemy by singing satirical verses about
him, are quite state-less. The first power to be passed up to a newly
formed political union is the war power. A foreign war will either make
or break a state distracted by factions and internal dissensions. The
Russo-Japanese War of 1904-5 unified Japan but shattered Russia.
Likewise a hard-fought strike strengthens a labor union if it survives;
in a fight, it becomes an easy matter to collect dues and special assess-
ments. Opposition brings out the latent fighting qualities in a union as
in an individual and dispels the lassitude which may appear after a
long spell of peace.

Every fighting group craves to suck all will out of its members. The
State calls it “wrong” for the citizen to put azy duty above his duty to i.
The Church demands a like unqualified obedience. In politics bitter feel-
ing develops against those whose behavior threatens to “split the party.”
The industrial struggle draws sharp lines. Testifies an expert: “I have
seen a man wholly unruffled under such words as ‘liar,’ ‘coward’ and

1 See Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences, Vol 6, “Feuds.”
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‘thief,” but the monosyllable ‘scab’ had an instantaneous effect like a
dash of vitriol in the face.” Fighting groups like the Molly Maguires,
the Camorra, the Mafia, as well as ordinary criminal gangs, demand of
their members unlimited devotion. Expect little personal freedom if you
“belung to” a combat organization.

Hence, the fighting group is likely “to end in some one’s vest pocket.”
Once its leaders have made it an object of idolatry, they no longer need
to make the group serve its members. The outcome of peoples blindly
yielding to the insistent demands of their respective governments for
patriotic self-sacrifice is needless and meaningless war. State worship
is therefore the more dangerous, the less the people control the state.

Engulfment. A forest fire spreads because the heat from the blazing
part converts the foliage of the adjacent green forest into tinder. Op-
position likewise exhibits a mysterious tendency to engulf outsiders.
You never see a conflict involving a dozen quickly narrow down to two;
but often you see a conflict between two quickly draw in a dozen. A
community may be split from top to bottom by the personal rivalry of
two political, financial or social leaders; people “take sides” until no
neutrals remain. The conflict between Austria and Serbia in July, 1914,
became a quicksand into which 28 nations sank!

Why do outsiders plunge into a going conflict as moths into a flame?
The explanation is that as time goes on the belligerents make ever more
desperate attempts to win allies. A, who begins to fear lest he lose, will
give anything, promise anything, to a friendly outsider if only he may
gain thereby an ally a’. Combatant B now becomes alarmed, shows him-
self so cajoling and liberal that he acquires ally b’. It is again A’s turn
to worry and in desperation he pulls wires until he acquires a new ally
a”. And so engulfment goes on until all who keep their heads join in
measures to arrest it.

Deterioration of “wild” conflict. If not regulated, every variety of
opposition grades down. Never does a struggle go “from bad to better,”
but always “from bad to worse.” Controversialists who start with bill-
ingsgate will not of themselves arrive at courteous polemic. Feudists
who at first lie in ambush and shoot at women and children, will not,
in the absence of outside pressure, rise to fighting only in the open and
with armed opponents. You never find belligerents who have been
poisoning wells and scattering disease germs among the enemy spontane-
ously dropping these “dirty” tactics as the war proceeds.? For as fighting

20f course, the plane of conflict may be raised if superior persons (trained officers,
idealists) get to the helm.
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“drags on,” the combatants become more weary, exasperated, vengeful,
fearful of losing. On false reports of what the enemy are doing, one
side resorts to foul tactics and now the enemy feel justified in repaying
“in kind.” Whatever chivalry the belligerents started with disappears;
more and more the cry is “Anything to win!”

This is why you will get no long record of “clean sport” unless every-
thing unsportsmanlike has been precisely defined and strictly punished.
The code of rules under which joint debates and athletic meets are
conducted becomes longer and more explicit with experience. Thanks to
the growth of publicity every competition or fight of moment will have
to heed the comments of the onlooking public and renounce all tactics they
hiss at.

Relations among oppositions. Oppositions occur between sexes,
ages, races, nationalities, sections, classes, political parties and religious
sects, Several such may be in full swing at the same time, but, strange
as it may seem, the more numerous they are the less menacing is any one.
Every species of going conflict interferes with every other save only
when their lines of cleavage coincide; in which case they reinforce one
another.

Suppose that there is a certain strain along-the line between Christians
and Jews. If now, a strain appears along a quite different line, e.g., that
between employers and workmen, the former opposition will become
less intense. For Jewish bosses and Jewish workmen will go asunder;
likewise Christian bosses and Christian workmen. On the other hand,
Jewish and Christian capitalists will recognize that they are “in the
same boat,” while Jewish workers and Christian workers will sympathize
with one another as fellow victims of exploitation.

But take a tension between blacks and whites. Suppose now embitter-
ment arises between labor and capital. If the lines of cleavage cross, each
opposition will weaken the other. But if, as sometimes happens, all the
employers are white men and all the employed are black men, then one
antagonism reinforces the other and the rift in society is deeper than
ever. Paradoxical as it may sound, a society riven by a dozen oppositions
along lines running in various directions may actually be in less danger
of early break-up than one split along just one line!

Means of lessening the sum total of opposition. Not that the
volume of opposition in a given society is constant, or that it is a matter
of indifference how much it is. All oppositions, save only healthy rival-
ries, fair competitions and fruitful controversies, are not only wasteful
of energy but they block codperation between opponents. The wise
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therefore have always deplored opposition and have worked out the
following preventives.

1. No invidious discriminations. In all save private and domestic.
relations, let a man’s color, race, ancestry, religion and politics be
ignored; ask only, “Can he deliver?”

2. Difference of belief and opinion, instead of being taken as proof
of wilful perversity, may be looked upon as the natural consequence
of individual differences (“no accounting for tastes”), or of unlikeness
in education, occupation, experience or associations. Good-humoredly
differers may “agree to disagree.”

3. The fondness of the young for strife on account of the tensions
and thrills it offers may be lessened by providing them with harmless
and amicable forms of competitive sport. .

4. Concord may be promoted by abandoning acrimonious controversy
and adopting the “objective attitude” of the scientific inquirer toward
matters of dispute.

' 5. So far as society equalizes life opportunities for the young, strife
is less bitter because opponents are contending, not for their children’s
chances, but only for their own.

6. Conflicting interests may contend in good temper provided there
is no assumption of superiority and air of disdain. The one-time hauteur
of American railroad officials greatly exasperated their complaining
patrons, while the nothing-to-arbitrate attitude of pig-headed employers
has helped to inflame their workers.

7. In so far as government is representative and speaks for all, it
wields greater moral authority and can do more to mollify intra-social
struggles.

8. Society may forestall a struggle between interests by laying down
in an impartial spirit their relations. In case their relations are of such
a nature as not to admit of being thus prescribed from outside, it may
avert conflict by threatening to throw its weight into the scales on the
side of the right or the reasonable.

9. Free access of an aggrieved element to some forum, court of law,
administrative commission, legislature, or electorate, where it can count
on a fair hearing and an impartial verdict, may avert bitterness even
when its verdict is adverse.

10. By preserving the fullest freedom of discussion society invites
the aggrieved to appeal to the court of public opinion.

11. Whether discord or harmony is to prevail depends not only upon
economic and social conditions, but, in part, upon mental attitudes; e.g.,
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whether men accept or reject a religion of brotherhood, regard conten-
tion or peace and fellowship as the more “natural.”

12. Creative thinking may avert or terminate conflicts by devising
an ingenious solution (not a compromise) which satisfies both parties.
In the United States the struggle over who shall have the right to marry
couples was avoided by the state recognizing both civil marriage and
ecclesiastical marriage. Perhaps a struggle between church and state
over elementary schooling may be sidestepped by providing that each
church may instruct her children in the public schools for a stated period
each week.

13. Why should not man discover bigger boulders in his path than
the fellowman? Shrewdly observes Lasswell ® :

More men are killed by pathogenic bacteria than perish from bullets,
yet the imagination of mankind has not yet been kindled against the in-
visible enemies of the species. It may be that the manipulation of col-
lective opinion for the sake of raising the prestige of science will contrib-
ute toward the achievement of this sense of unity of man with man. It
may be possible to dramatize the plight of man as a lonely adventurer
adrift on a speck of dust in the unplumbed vastnesses of celestial space
and thus to arouse a sense of the ludicrousness of internecine strife. . . .

8 See Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences, Vol. 4, under “Conflict, social.”



CHAPTER XI
OPPOSITION—GOOD SIDE AND BAD SIDE

STIMULATION

The chief types of opposition are competition and conflict, i.e., a race
and a fight. In the former you may do nothing to hamper your opponent;
in the latter you may block his efforts, even disable him. Hence com-
petition, unlike conflict, stimulates but does mot destroy. Since nothing
ires like being often thwarted, the emotion roused by conflict is anger;
but the beaten competitor is stirred to envy or jealousy rather than to
anger. All the sages deplored conflict but not all of them deplored com-
petition, for its higher forms will survive even in an ideal society.

Some reach their best only when vying just as a spirited horse makes
his best speed only when “paced” by another horse. Says Cooley * :

Human rivalry appears to have much of this instinctive element in it;
to become aware of life and striving going on about us seems to act im-
mediately on the nerves, quickening an impulse to live and strive in like
manner. . . . The motive of rivalry, then, is a strong sense that there
is a race going on, and an impulsive eagerness to be in it. . . . Rivalry
supplies a stimulus wholesome and needful to the great majority of men
and . . . is, on the whole, a chief progressive force, utilizing the tre-
mendous power of ambition, and controlling it to the furtherance of
ends socially approved. . . .

Moede, tested (1920) seventeen pupils in a class, working individually
and working in competition. The eight poorer students did better in
competition than alone. The seven better students sometimes did not
so well as when alone. The cause of the difference seems to be that the
better pupils work so hard when alone that they are little quickened
by rivalry when associated; the poorer pupils, on the other hand, work
with nothing like maximum attention and concentration until competi-
tion “keys them up.”

These experiments were made upon very unequal competitors; com-
petition between those of nearly equal powers always heightens speed,

1C. H. Cooley, Human Nature and the Social Order, 1902, pp. 275~77.
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the gain being about 10 per cent when it is uncertain which will win.
On the other hand, both show a decrease when the difference is so great
that the conclusion is foregone. These experiments seem to justify the
old practice of ranging the pupils in a class in a row according to their
performance. The dull pupil may not aspire to head the class, but he
is stimulated to get by the one next above him and to keep above the
one next below him. .

Whittemore had twelve university students work singly, then in com-
petition. His conclusions (1924) are:

All subjects turn out more work when competing than when not com-
peting. The average percentile gain is about 26. '

The subjects least capable in speed, profit most from competition.

All subjects do poorer work when competing than when not com-
peting.

The homogeneity of the group with respect to the quality of the work
produced is less under non-competitive than under competitive condi-
tions.

Working with 1,538 school children of grades 5 to 8, Maller reports
(1929): “The efficiency of work under competition was found to be
consistently and significantly higher than under codperation.”

How to generalize rivalry. In the camps of the American Expedi-
tionary Force overseas (1917-18) games were adapted to large numbers.
New games were built incorporating movements used in the major sports.
The competitive spirit was roused by pitting group against group and
awarding points. On the same principle business men, in stimulating
their selling force, do not award prizes or honors to those men making
the biggest sales, because this narrows the contest to the salesmen in
“easy” territory. But every man is brought into the contest when care-
ful estimates are made of the coming year’s sales in each district and
the winners are the salesmen who most surpass these estimates.

Often the athletic rivalry between high schools breeds nothing but
contests between small teams and picked lads. From such matches the
great body of pupils derive no stimulus. The remedy is a system which
spurs each lad to score what points he can in the various athletic events.
The sum of these individual scores is the total for the school and this
divided by the number of boys enrolled gives the average athletic ex-
cellence for that school. In this way school can compete with school,
even when too far apart to meet, and every pupil may feel the enliven-
ing prick of rivalry. . ,

In many schools all of the important hygienic precepts are built into
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a score card whose aggregate is 100 per cent. The pupils in physiology
and biology are expected to check each day the items which they have
lived up to and at the end of each half term their average is entered in
the teacher’s record book. By posting the names of those averaging above
80 per cent and posting the averages, a health contest is under way
encouraging the best averages, hence the best health.

Utilizing the rivalrous bent. Shrewd athletic directors deliberately
foment rivalry in order to convert self-development into a race. By
means of competitive games and contests they stir up many who would
accomplish nothing if-they were shown gymnasium apparatus and urged
to get to work in order to improve themselves physically.

Toward the end of the World War the Russian soldiers, having no
tradition of active sports, became the prey ‘of sloth and boredom in the
quiet sectors and suffered great moral deterioration. The English and
American soldiers, on the other hand, brought with them an interest
in sports and preserved their morale by games and athletic matches.
The Young Men’s Christian Association workers in the prison camps
no doubt saved thousands of war prisoners from moral collapse, melan-
cholia and death by applying the prick of emulaticn. Encouraging these
half-starved, homesick, miserable captives to organize competitive games
calling for strength, skill, and quickness, seems a mockery till one marks
how the eye kindles, the form straightens, and hope revives as their
hearts respond to the challenge of a chance to beat!

The United States Steel Corporation methodically employed rivalry
among its plants in order to stimulate production.. The Pittsburgh
Survey found 2 :

When a mill broke a record the men who accomplished the feat were
praised, their names published in the trade journals, while superintend-
ents of other mills taunted their men with the disgrace of having been
beaten. This would arouse all the skilled men to greater activity and
another mill would establish a new record. For years a piece plate cut
to the shape of a huge broom was kept suspended above the Edgar
Thompson blast furnaces at Braddock, as a symbol that all competitors
had been swept aside and that these furnaces were producing more pig
iron a day than any others in the world. This made a strong appeal to
the men, and they were constantly on edge to retain that record.

A technique has been worked out for benevolent institutions by which
the soliciting of members or contributions becomes virtually a sport.
2Vol. III, p. 184.

3 When the men in a mill made a new record, that amount of production was henceforth
expected of them! However, “the superintendent passed cigars.”
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The soliciting force is organized into two divisions, each headed by a
general and consisting of a number of “teams” with their captains. The
generals pick their captains and the captains pick their workers. The
effort is concentrated on a “campaign” to end on a fixed date. Every
noon the force lunches together, each team at its own table. After
luncheon the captains report, and the results of the day’s work are
chalked up on a big bulletin board. Each worker is racing with every
other worker on his team, each team with every other team in the di-
vision, and each division with the other. The spirit of rivalry is roused
just enough to make the distasteful task play, but never to the point of
leaving disappointment or bitterness in the beaten.

Standards growing out of rivalry prevent overpopulation. Man tends
to multiply up to the food limit, at which point all margins for pleasure,
beauty and leisure have been swept into the hopper for the raising of
big families. Almost the only thing that has ever arrested the growth
of numbers well inside the food limit is the diversification of wants in
response to rivalry. At first this, that, or the other thing, is wanted for
vanity’s-sake. One cannot endure to be surpassed by another in trophy,
ornament, or display. In the course of time the new wants acquire a
firmer vasis. Vanitics are pruned and trained into “comforts and decen-
cies,” which become indispensable to self-respect.

Services of economic competition. Wasteful as economic competi-
tion often is, let us not overlook its magical effect upon the man in a
rut. An editor who, a dozen years ago, gave his best thought to adapt-
ing his newspaper to the needs and tastes of the community has failed
to notice how silent, gradual changes have transformed the community’s
interests. Not until a neighboring journal cuts seriously into his circula-
tion, is he roused to the necessity of making over his paper to suit his
new constituency. So it is with the manufacturer, the merchant, the
railroad man. Absorbed in routine, they drop effortful thinking and
fall below their best possibilities until the threat of loss lashes them into
renewed mental activity.

In a static time hard work and conscience may keep one up to the
mark; but in a time of rapid development rare is the man who will serve
the public best by working diligently on familiar lines. There is need of
frequently changing the character of one’s goods, one’s services, one’s
methods; but few will do this of their own free will. Only fear of being
supplanted by a competitor will goad one to the point of adapting ene’s
output to the changed requirements of the public.



122 CONFLICT AND ADAPTATION

ANTAGONISTIC EFFORT

The factor in conflict which is altogether bad is antagonistic effort,
t.e., equal efforts expended along the same line in opposite directions,
so that A is neutralized by B and B is neutralized by A. We see it in
the “tug of war” which often exhausts the rival teams before a decision
is reached; in the futile straining of locked wrestlers neither of whom
can overcome the other until both are nearly spent; in the exchange
of blows by which well-matched pugilists may pound each other into
pulp; in the advertising campaigns of competitors which offset each
the other but leave them both nearer the poor house; in the alternate
price cutting of two business rivals, which pushes them ever closer to
insolvency; in the lawsuits and appeals with which litigious men bank-
rupt themselves; and in the retaliatory tariffs by which two nations
beat each other’s commerce to its knees.

Conflicts of attrition. So long as the antagonistic efforts balance
nothing is settled. All exertions promptly met and neutralized by counter-
exertions are wasted; only the margin of superiority counts. This is
exhibited in a railroad “war” when rates are slashed below the cost of
service and both competitors slide steadily toward bankruptcy. The
railroad with the longer purse will win; but it may never recoup itself
for its losses by higher rates, for the beaten road, though bankrupt, does
not cease to be a competitor. It is seen in the costly electioneering cam-
paigns of rival political candidates. The total outlay of time and money
may be quite out of proportion to the salary of the office they are seeking.
Neither would have made the canvass could he have foreseen how ter-
ribly he would become involved; yet they plunge deeper and deeper
into expense because each realizes that all he has already expended is
quite thrown away unless he wins this election. Each is hoping to win
by a spurt at the finish so they go on and on, “winded” but afraid to quit!

The expenditure of strength and resources in antagonistic efforts
may ruin both contestants, leaving the victor no better off than the
vanquished! The more clearly they foresee this possibility, the more
they will rather compromise than fight “to the bitter end.” But if one
contestant realizes what the struggle will let him in for he will be at a
disadvantage in negotiating with an opponent blind to the cost of con-
flict, so he will have to make most of the concessions. In dealing with

the clear-sighted, the very blindness of the pugnacious may be a trump
card!
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Most conflicts cost more than was expected. Reviewing the pitiful
squandering of human life, strength and resources not only in the wars
between nations but also in the struggles between labor and capital, in
commercial “wars,” in political contests, in lawsuits and in private quar-
rels, we perceive that anger, jealousy, and greed, should not bear all the
blame. Even the cool and calculating enter into an exhausting conflict
expecting to win by a sudden thrust or a clever stroke; they fail to
foresee the long drain to be endured. Convinced of his superiority, each
contestant neglects to compute the sacrifices which may be necessary in
order to convert superiority into triumph. Militarists picture war to their
people as a sharp, brief struggle between prepared forces terminating
in the victory of the force which is braver, more intelligent or better led.
They refuse to recognize how normal it is that warfare should wear down
the belligerents till both are prostrate.

The convertibility of resources. The more nearly matched are two
combatants, the more prolonged and exhausting their conflict is likely to
be. Again, the struggle will be prolonged in proportion as their strength
is convertible into combative effort. If citizens can readily be trained
into soldiers the conflict does not end when one belligerent has used up
his original army, but continues until one belligerent approaches the
end of his man power or, at least, of his morale. If the factories are
capable of being speedily converted into munition plants, the war is not
decided by original stocks of munitions, but becomes a matter of com-
parative coal, iron, copper, food production, woman power, child power,
etc., and may go on until one belligerent suffers a complete economic
collapse.

Forcing a quick decision. As a rule, it is only the short conflict that
does not cost the victor more than victory is worth. So the “winded”
pugilist studies how he may deliver a “knock-out” blow. By a secretly
planned “lightning” advertising campaign the business man seeks to bank-
rupt his competitor before he has time to prepare a counterstroke. The rail-
way company would administer a coup de grice to a parallel line by
cutting fares 80 per cent at a stroke. Regardless of expense, the litigant
puts his cause into the hands of the leader of the bar. The aggressor
state plans by surprise attack, by speedier mobilization, by having ready
the larger number of trained soldiers or aviators, by accumulating in
advance the greater stock of guns, aircraft, or submarines, or by spring-
ing some new and, at first, irresistible weapon—forty-two centimeter
howitzers, or Zeppelins, or poison gas, or tanks—to win the war before
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its enemy can convert his potential strength into actual strength. A pro-
tracted conflict becomes inevitably one of “attrition” and tends toward
the utter prostration or impoverishment of both parties.

Competitive preparedness. When resources can be converted only
slowly into weapons, that combatant wins who has a “broad running
start” over the other; so you get competitive preparedness, another form
of antagonistic effort. While less violent than actual conflict it may be
nearly as exhausting. In the Caucasus the safety tower of each farm-
stead evidently absorbed more labor than the habitation itself. In
Afghanistan the time wasted in standing guard in the sentry tower that
overlooks each field exceeds the time spent in tilling the field. In Albania
the man, being occupied in protecting his family, is parasitic on his wife
who alone produces anything. Just as in war each people is duped into
believing that this levy of troops, this big gun armament, this “victory”
loan will win a decision, forgetting that until the breaking strain arrives
its every prodigious exertion is counterbalanced by a corresponding su-
preme exertion on the part of the enemy; so in peace time, they are
victimized by the “preparedness” fallacy. They do not notice that their
every sacrifice in the way of more ironclads, more guns, or more soldiers
becomes the basis of an appeal by the preparedness party in each rival
state to insure its safety by more ironclads, more guns, and more
soldiers. So armament-capping becomes well nigh as ruinous as war
itself. When a people realizes that such “security” is economically nearly
as exhausting as war, it is tempted to attack its rival in the hope of
extricating itself from the “bottomless pit.”?

How avoid antagonistic effort? Antagonistic effort is, then, the
utterly evil element in conflict. It is a pit into which man is precipitated
by his aggressive impulses. It is the Adversary baffling and betraying
a too-pugnacious and over-sanguine race. Small wonder that the su-
preme concern of all seers, prophets and founders of religion has been
to draw mankind away from bootless strife into the paths of amity
and peace!

It is possible, however, to curb this noxious feature without sup-
pressing contest itself. Intercollegiate athletics may be kept from de-
generating into a matching of purses by barring players who receive
financial inducement to attend college, and by so limiting the training
period as to avoid an excessive loss of time in preparation. The anti-
intellectual tendencies in public joint debate are held in check by rules
forbidding “personalities” and excluding everything foreign to the ques-
tion. The law denies appeal from a court decision when the value in
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dispute is small. Party managers pledge themselves to. buy no votes.
Laws which limit the amount of campaign expenditure save opposing
candidates from ruining themselves in a political contest or becoming
bound to selfish moneyed interests which contribute to both parties.
Rival railroads agree to close their needless downtown offices, while
“legalized pooling” or commission-fixing of minimum as well as maxi-
mum rates restrain them from rushing into receivership via rate “wars.”
After a series of industrially lean years caused by “cut-throat” competi-
tion among producers the game of “beggar-my-neighbor” ends in a
“combination,” or in the absorption of all the weaker firms by the
financially strongest. Missionary boards come to the understanding that
none will plant a mission in a native center where a Christian mission
already exists. Rival colleges avoid the waste of circularizing the same
constituency or cultivating the same secondary schools, by dividing ter-
itory if they are far apart, or by specializing in different lines if they
are near each other.

Finally, war-worn exhausted states may set up an organization for
peace, create tribunals with power to decide disputes, renounce their
armaments and relinquish their liberty to make war at will.



CHAPTER XII
PERSONAL COMPETITION

Competition is the vying of two or mere for a single desired object.
Even alternative attractions, e.g., religions, types of education or ideals
of life, which make their appeal to the same people, are said to “com-
pete.” We are pained to learn that conflict has broken out in an organiza-
tion we are interested in; but not to hear that there is more competition
within it. For competition excludes all idea of blocking or crippling your
competitor, whereas conflict permits the disabling of your antagonist,
in any case the thwarting of his efforts. Naturally competition begets
less bad blood than conflict, therefore is less dreaded and hated.

Participants in a fist fight never end uttering mildly sarcastic remarks
about one another; the trend is always in the reverse direction. Starting
with biting remarks they come by degrees to an exchange of blows;
which illustrates the truth, unregulated competition tends downward.
As a rule, if a competion does not slump to face-scratching or fisticuffs,
it is because an outside influence prevents it. The competitors may be
restrained by the code of gentility; but the pattern of lady or gentleman
is a factor injected from outside by society. Every instituted contest
should be under carefully-framed rules barring everything which does
not tend to establish comparative excellence in the chosen field.

The goals of competition. Economic competition is, of course, for
dollars of for what will bring in dollars. But there is competition for
other limited desirables, such as publicity, social status, popularity, fame,
political power, influence, etc.

Comments a sociologist on the Oriental immigrant in Hawaii  :

The subtle change that takes place in the mind of a man as he comes
to feel that Hawaii is his home affects the use of his income and savings.
At first he spends almost nothing for the sake of its effect on the mind
of others. But, by the time his Hawaiian born sons and daughters are
old enough to marry, the question of local status is highly important and
the family income is expended largely for things that may be expected

to enhance prestige. Household furniture, education, gifts to friends on
such occasions as weddings and birth festivities come to be important.

1 Romanzo Adams, Interracial Marriage in Hawaii, The Macmillan Company, 1937,

p. 260.
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There is no competition, however, for such blessings as health, con-
tentment, peace-of~mind because of these there is always plenty to go
around. No matter how much health other people enjoy, I may conquer
health for myself. Whatever contentment other people have achieved,
there is always a contentment I may win for myself. None compete to
be “saved”; there is salvation for everyone who can “qualify.” Nor is
there competition for the enjoyment of the beauties of nature or the
masterpieces of art or literature.

The function of competition. Although competition for customers,
or patrons, or clients, or subscribers, or employment, or office, or for
friends and backers, is prompted by private aims, it discharges the broad
social function of assigning to each his place in the social system. Since
we do not come into the world with our destiny stenciled on the fore-
head, we discover what we are fit for by experimenting. By a series of
competitions we test the impression we make on others, rate our powers
in terms of other men’s powers, and learn whether we may aspire to
the higher occupations and posts. Competition in this sense need not be
conscious or contentious. From our school days on judgments are formed
about us of which we are unaware, but which go to determine our careers.

The chief alternative to competition as a means of assigning each to
his place is inherited status. In the later Roman Empire the well-placed
families protected their position by allowing none to aspire to a calling
above his father’s. In Prussia, before the Emancipation Edict of 1807,
both lands and occupations were built into the caste system. “Noble”
land could not be bought by non-nobles, nor “peasant” land by non-
peasants. Neither noble nor peasant could take up occupations whith
belonged to the burgher class. In India to-day the principal occupations
are in the hands of hereditary castes and it is expected that the son of
the priest, smith, or accountant will follow his father’s specialty. Such a
system so clashes with the natural desire to get on and so affronts popular
ideas of justice, that it must have come into existence as the device of
those in the higher offices and occupations to relieve their children from
the competition of the children of the lower-placed.

The intensity of competition. How much you invest in the selective
process measures the intensity of competition. In a stationary society
where, as a rule, children follow the occupation of their father, where
certain trades are reserved for certain castes, where the great places in
the state are hereditary and elections unknown, where peasant may not
vie with burgher, nor burgher with retainer, nor retainer with lord, a man
devotes little energy to finding his place. Where on the other hand, as in
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our society, at least a third of native adults are found by the census taker
in some other than their natal state, where a large proportion have tried
some other occupation than the one they follow, where schools are free,
and skill is not ordinarily acquired from one’s father, where protected
occupations do not exist and where politics is an absorbing interest, the
expenditure of energy in self-placement will be relatively large.

The intensity of competition varies:

(1) With the degree of personal liberty; (2) With the rate of social
change; (3) Inversely as the efficiency of the selective agents. The freer
one is to roam the social field, set up in this or that calling, try for the
better-paid or more honorable offices and get a decision on one’s merits;
the less often one runs into racial, religiou$, or class discrimination; the
nimbler are customers or clients or patients in transferring their patron-
age; the more frequently will the well-established be subjected to the
competition of outsiders and the harder must they work in order to escape
ousting.

Again, social change opens new avenues to many who feel settled.
Our automobile industry has in thirty-five years absorbed millions of
Americans, few of whom inherited or stumbled into their jobs. In the
same time new professions such as play director, social worker, screen
actor, radio announcer, have absorbed several thousand young men
and women, nearly every one of them placed by competition. The crea-
tion of a vast army for the World War set hundreds of thousands of
young Americans vying to settle which of them should obtain military
commissions. ’

*The better the selective agencies the more quickly, economically, and
accurately competitors are sifted. The time will come when an hour
with graded tests of mental ability will reveal an applicant’s caliber
better than a bushel of estimates by his acquaintances. Compare the
cost of trying for a political appointment under the old system of bring-
ing “influence” to bear with its cost under the merit system. Some candi-
dates spend on a political contest as much as the salary of the office
comes to for the entire term! Two men running for the office of county
superintendent of schools will spend three months electioneering; if the
selective agency were a competent board of education the tax on their time
might not exceed two days!

Systems of education which discover and develop the special capabili-
ties of each individual, as well as offer specialized training for each call-
ing, enable choices among competitors to be prompt and just. Likewise,
the laying down of definite requirements for those who would follow
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teaching, nursing, law, accountancy, etc., saves much fumbling and dis-
appointment.

RESTRICTIONS UPON THE METHODS OF COMPETITION

Business. In the absence of binding rules or accepted standards of
fairness competition assumes extravagant or vicious forms. Said the

U. S. Supreme Court in Sinclair Refining Co. vs. Federal Trade Com-
mission (1923):

Competition is not an unmixed good. It is a battle for something that
only one can get; one competitor must necessarily lose. The weapons in
competition are various. Superior energy, more extensive advertising,
better articles, better terms as to time of delivery, place of delivery, time
of credit, interest or no interest, freights, methods of packing, lower
prices, more attractive and more convenient packages, superior service
and many others, are and always have been considered proper weapons.
Expense attending the use of any weapon, the foolishness of it, the fact
that a method is uneconomical, or that the competitor cannot meet any
method or scheme of competition because it will be ruinous to him to do
so, have not, nor has either of them ever been held unfair. Such things
are a part of the strife inherent in competition.

This hands-off attitude hardly accords with current economic think-
ing. Courts and boards have outlawed many practices as “unfair,” not
because they are obviously wrong but because they tend to the suecess
not of the better caterer to the wants of the public, but of the inferior
one. The criterion of “fairness” is whether the practice tends in the
long run to supply consumers with the greatest abundance of good wares
or services at the lowest cost—which is sound. By this touchstone are
condemned local price-cutting, thé operation of bogus “independent”
concerns, the use of “fighting” brands, rebates and preferential arrange-
ments, exclusive sale or purchase arrangements, conditional require-
ments, espionage, coercion and intimidation, black-lists, and interference
with the contracts and business of competitors.

Labor. Among workingmen “scabbing” and strike-breaking, pace-
making, tattling and spying are frowned on as methods of getting on;
but it is deemed legitimate for the workingman to court promotion by
showing superior skill, devising better tools or processes, or making
valuable suggestions.

The professions. No honorable doctor or lawyer will advertise, so-
licit employment, pay commissions for business, undertake cases on a
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contingent fee, show a client how to beat the law, or give him advice
which is immoral or anti-social in its tendency. Aside from the reputa-
tion of satisfying his patrons, he has no legitimate way of bringing his
merits to the attention of the public other than scholarly activity in his
profession or free work for needy individuals or for the community.

Elective public office. With popular government you have to define
what constitutes improper electioneering. Vote buying, personation,
treating voters, betting in order to influence an election, deceiving illiter-
ate voters, contributing to churches or charitable institutions during a
campaign, providing conveyances for voters, forging campaign literature,
publishing false statements of the withdrawal of candidates, keeping
electors from the polls, intimidating electors, influencing employees—
these have been prohibited either because they drive good men away
from politics or because they enable a minority candidate to win.

Appointive public office. Long ago nepotism fell into bad odor.
Then “patronage,” the right of private irresponsible individuals to name
office-holders, came under a cloud. Afterward was challenged the award-
ing of offices for party work or party contributions, or on the promise
of such contributions. The merit system of recruiting civil servants,
under which applicants are rated according to training, experience, and
proficiency as revealed by examination, raises the plane of competition
and improves the quality of office-holders. Many who aspired under the
“spoils” system now have no prospect, while many who formerly had
no prospect may now aspire!

The basis of promotion. In private business the superior has gen-
erally been free to promote whom he would. But in large concerns, where
the superior is often a salaried man and not financially interested, his
choice is likely to be affected by family, social standing and personal
liking. Here, as in the public service, “free promotion” often gives the
relative, the fawner or the wire-puller the advantage over the modest
man of worth. On the other hand, where, as in church or university,
promotion goes by group choice, there is less chance for “influence.”

The great rival principle is that of seniority. This is simple and cer-
tain and leaves no room for favoritism and prejudice. It prevails in
nearly all armies and navies, because the officers are not greatly dis-
similar in ability and training, while length of experience is of great im-
portance. Its principal merit, however, is that it insures that the loyalty
of subordinates shall not be impaired by the jealousies and resentments
which spring up like devil grass when promotion is suspected of being
arbitrary. In the civil service it has less place, but it finds favor with
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all unions of government employees because more complicated systems
lend themselves to manipulation. American railroads after fufile attempts
to install a system of efficiency ratings have been forced by the organiza-
tions of their employees to promote on the seniority principle.

However, it is a deadening principle. Not only is the oldest in service
not necessarily the most efficient, but, by checking competition for pro-
motion, it takes away one incentive for acquiring efficiency. Further-
more, by putting age in the saddle, it favors the reign of senile con-
servatism. The open-mindedness and enthusiasm of youth are needed to
break the crust of custom continually forming in society. Under promo-
tion by seniority only rarely will 2 young man attain to a responsible
post. Hence, the attempt to work out some scheme of efficiency ratings
by which the employee as he goes along makes up the record on which
one day will be decided whether he or another shall be advanced to
greater responsibility or reward. During the World War the American
army and navy sought to base promotion upon frequent and detailed
reports of superior officers as to the professional zeal and ability of their
subordinates.

The principle of relevancy. May rival colleges in their circulars
make invidious comparisons? May the theater owner with propriety
call the public’s attention to the greater fire risk of a rival place of
amusement? Is it “hitting below the belt” for a baking-powder manu-
facturer in advertising to cast doubt on the wholesomeness of other
brands? Is it “foul” for an applicant to submit truthful matter reflecting
on the qualifications or worthiness of another applicant? While evidence
as to comparative merit is always pertinent, the judgment of a com-
petitor is so subject to bias that invidious comparisons by him should be
ruled out. Generally “war to the knife” between rivals proves ruinous
to both good morals and good manners.

The general principle to follow in drawing the line between proper
and improper methods of competition is relevancy. Men have a just
horror of “political influence” in official circles, but do not object to
learned bodies being heard from when it comes to filling an important
technical post; their opinion is relevant to thg problem. The physician
may not advertise, for self-laudation is irrelevant to merit; not so is his
appointment as lecturer on the faculty of the local medical college. It is
relevant for preparatory schools to list the institutions which admit their
graduates on certificate and to call attention to the performance of these
graduates in college and university. Boastful comparisons are irrelevant
to the competition of religious denominations, which ought rather to be
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lecided by the type of character which they produce in their members.
The awarding of public office on the basis of services to one’s party is
ntolerable, because party work is irrelevant to the successful conduct
of the office.

In other words, we resent a success won by some other prowess than
the one called for. We are disgusted by the fight that becomes a “foot-
race” and by the foot-race that becomes a fight; by the slugging match
that becomes a “joint debate” and the joint debate that becomes a
slugging match. We resent that social tact, irrespective of scholarship,
should govern a university appointment, and that scholarship, irrespec-
tive of social tact, should govern a diplomatic appointment.

The plane of competition. It depends chiefly upon the kind of prac-
tices tolerated whether or not a competition will lower those who take
part. If paid puffery, kowtowing, assurance, blowing your own trumpet,
wire-pulling, “petticoat influence” and such like regularly win, then the
field will be abandoned by those who will not stoop to such methods.
The greater the number of attractive fields in which such methods pre-
vail, the greater the proportion of ambitious young people who will
finally let go their high standards and sink to a lower moral level. It is
of little avail for parents to implant moral scruples in their children if
in many alluring fields they see the plums go to the tricky and self-
ingratiating. Clergymen might do well to note that raising the plane of
competition may accomplish quite as much in “saving souls” as artistic
evangelism !

In the early frontier communities and in certain isolated American
communities to-day “anything goes” (biting and gouging) in a fight. In
earlier American political contests, “rough-and-tumble” was the rule,
while rival newspapers resorted to a scurrility now unknown. In old
societies on the other hand the recognized competitions are hemmed in
by standards, so that in most arenas honorable young men may com-
pete without losing their self-respect. The rearing of a ring fence about
every competition indicating just what is and what is not permitted is
a moral achievement which takes time. These restraints originate with
the better element—and only slowly do they arrive at a consensus.

Competition and sympathy. Competition need not breed enmity.
In a society like ours, in which anyone may try to be anything, there
will be much disappointment but not necessarily much ill feeling. A
graduate of the law school joins the bar of a town with a score of
lawyers. At the end of a year or two he may have to give up the law,
but very likely he cannot hold any particular competitor responsible for
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his shipwreck. So it is with business men; the failure realizes he has
been eliminated by “general conditions” rather than by a rival.

Even when the loser of a competition knows the winner he will not
hate him, provided that the competition has taken place under reasona-
ble rules, which have been loyally observed. Bitterness there will be
when one believes that the rules have not been lived up to by one’s
rivals or that one is the victim of malicious discrimination. In large
organizations there will be bad blood if it is suspected that favor governs
promotions. If, on the other hand, the patently efficient man is pro-
moted, the good will and sincere congratulations of his competitors may
go with him as he rises. In the field of college sports the most intense
rivalry to “make the team” will not generate personal bitterness pro-
vided that the coach is competent. People like the British and the Ameri-
cans, who have absorbed much of the spirit of sportsmanship, will at-
tribute their failures to something in themselves; but no little ill will
attends personal rivalries among peoples like the Poles, the Danubians,
the South Americans, who inherit an ideal of sensitive aristocratic pride
and have had little experience of competitive sports.

LIMITING COMPETITION

Some think that the inevitable wear-and-tear of the competitive system
that has grown up in the modern era has a lot to do with the growing
volume of nervous breakdown, insanity and other forms of crack-up. If
such is the case devices to temper the strain deserve attention.

Muffling competition. In Japan the code of the jinrikisha men for-
bids one runner to pass by another going in the same direction. The
young and strong runner is not to dash past the old and feeble runner
lest the latter be so much the sooner eliminated from the calling. When
you have had a house built in Japan you have entered into a relation
which cannot lightly be broken off. Whatever repairs may be needed
during the life of the-house must be arranged for with your builder,
never with anybody else. None but he has the right to send fot the
plasterer, the roofer, the tinsmith. So is it with a garden. The maker
looks after it season after season and no other gardener can be hired
to touch it unless the original relation has been dissolved by mutual
consent.

This is a survival from the old communal organization of Japan. We
Americans, on the other hand, have been willing to allow competition
to permeate every part of life. Our commercial traveler cannot see why
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with his better goods and lower prices he cannot get orders the first
time he visits South America. The loyalty of the South American mer-
chant to the European house from which he has been buying seems to
him unbusinesslike and unreasonable, while the merchant concludes
that to Yankees money is everything.

Competition under communism. Comments an observer of Russia:

Perhaps the most serious weakness which Soviet experience has re-
vealed in a socialist economic order is the complete elimination of the
progressive stimulation of competition. The Soviet industrial trust or
trading organization is super-monopolistic in character. Private initiative
in economic life is entirely eliminated; and the half-hearted competition
which formerly existed between codperative and state shops in the towns
has been destroyed with the decision to supplant the codperatives en-
tirely with state trade. Rewards and punishments handed down from
above in arbitrary and haphazard fashion do not adequately replace the
constant impetus to better and cheaper production and better service
to the consumer that is automatically furnished by a competitive sys-
tem.? .

Limiting the period of competition. Those who take the long view
recognize limits to competition. Certain great American railroads have
deliberately adopted the policy of not replacing elderly servants with
younger and more vigorous men but retaining them until they retire on
a pension. Some, to be sure, are past their peak of efficiency; on the other
hand, by holding out the prospect of a life career these companies at-
tract a higher grade of ability than they would obtain under a ruthless
system,

Society will reap the advantages of competition if every man until
thirty to thirty-five years of age is liable to be passed or ousted by a
better man. But after this probationary period it may be well to con-
sider a man’s value to the employer as settled and to make him feel
safe from displacement so long as he continues to “make good.”

What irony that, at a time when intelligent business men are striving
to build up a stable and loyal force, university presidents who have been
bitten by the “efficiency bug” or caught the inhumane spirit of high
finance recommend that professors be replaced as soon as the university
has skimmed off the cream of their strength! The tendency of our time
is toward attracting good men by holding out a life career, instead of
throwing them away like squeezed lemons at the end of their prime.

Value of a sense of security. Young people vie eagerly for the favor

2 W. H. Chamberlin, Collectivism, A False Utopia, The Macmillan Company, p. 214,
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of winsome individuals of the other sex, but marriage should put an end
to such rivalry. Love has to compete with other interests in life, so it
is still worth while for spouse to woo spouse; but neither should feel
exposed to the competition of younger or more attractive members of
the same sex. “Trial marriage,” by .reintroducing competition, would
subject the mated, or at least one of them, to a tormenting uncertainty
and deny the blessed sense of settledness matrimony ought to bring.

The confidential relation which grows up between patient and practi-
tioner—resulting in the trusted “family physician”—muffles competi-
tion, to be sure, but few would care to see it disappear. The same is true
of the assumption of permanency in the relation between pastor and
flock. No doubt the clergyman who, after some experience, settles into
a life pastorate is happier and gives his parishioners better service than
if he held a succession of pulpits. On the other hand, professionals with-
out permanent employment—such as newspaper, stage and screen peo-
ple—are exposed to the full force of competition with the young and after
their peak their lot is often tragic.

The courts wisely recognize property in the “good will” of a business,
for it encourages the business man to build up lasting relations with a
group of satisfied customers. Were not “good will” something one can
conserve and sell, a merchant would have no motive to cultivate it after
he contemplated removal, change of business, or retirement.

Security of tenure. The public service must be made a career before
the public will have able, trained and loyal servants. This implies security
of tenure after a limited novitiate and dismissal only “for cause.” Such
stability absolutely excludes the idea that offices—save those which de-
termine policy—should be treated as the “spoils” of party victory. Public
servants will rarely be as well paid as the servants of mammoth busi-
ness concerns; all the more, therefore, should they be assured security
of tenure.

As the principle of security of tenure becomes established appears
inevitably the “dead line.” If it is taken as a matter of course that the
employer—church, university, corporation or state—will retain the faith-
ful servant during his declining years, the employer will naturally in-
sist that it must in return have him for most of his prime. If clergymen
and others find increasing difficulty in obtaining permanent placement
after the age of forty-five, it is not that the employer is harder-hearted
but that employment entails heavier responsibilities.

Old-age pensions or allowances follow quite logically upon the policy
of undisturbed tenure. The time comes when it is cheaper to retire the
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old servant on half or third pay than to continue paying his former
salary for services of little worth.

While competition thus happily is being mitigated for certain groups
of brain workers, it is a shame that the great army- of manual laborers
should be afforded no shelter whatever from the competition of the
younger and more active. Something might be done to stabilize employ-
ment by a law requiring the employer to pay the employee dismissed
without fault a wage proportionate to the length of time he had beenin
the employer’s service.?

Is the tempering of competition unfair to youth? Is not all this
a discrimination on behalf of age against more efficient youth? No, the
policy may be justified even to the young. Their being held back a little
may be looked upon as the payment of premiums for insurance to pro-
tect their own inevitable period of decline. For example the young scholar
at thirty might well take over the professorship of the scholar of sixty.
But the old scholar holds his chair until he reaches the age of sixty-five
and the young man continues five years more as assistant professor be-
fore the chair falls to him. When he in turn reaches the point of declining
energy the rule will now work to his advantage. On the whole, then, has
the blunting of competition helped him or hurt him? Viewing his life as
a whole, one can hardly doubt that he makes a good bargain when by
foregoing his early supplanting of the older man he saves himself in

turn from being supplanted at a time of life when check or discourage-
ment may be fatal.

®E. A. Ross, The Social Trend, 1922, Ch. XII, “For a Legal Dismissal Wage,”



CHAPTER XIII
INSTITUTIONAL COMPETITION

When an institution finds itself menaced by a rising competitor the
following tactics are open to it:

1. Destruction of the competitor. Its first impulse is to destroy the
competitor. A “trust” cuts the price of its products below cost of produc-
tion wherever an “independent” seeks to sell. A shipping “combine” has
“fighting ships” which are called into play when a new steamship line
enters its trade. As soon as the competitor announces a sailing date the
“combine” advertises a steamer to sail on or before that date and offers
a freight rate below the actual cost of carriage. To protect its monopoly
of prestige the dominating social class may hobble by strict sumptuary
regulations the classes which challenge it. In colonial New England there
was a law that no one who possessed less than $1,500 might wear lace.
In feudal Japan the prospering farmer, craftsman, or shopkeeper could
not build a house as he liked nor have certain articles of luxury. The
richest commoner might not order to be made for him certain things
which were the privilege of his “betters.”

The spread of anti-slavery feeling in our North was due to the con-
viction that slaves menace free labor. Regarding the early abolition of
slavery in Massachusetts John Adams remarked: “Argument might
have had some weight . . . but the real cause was the multiplication
of laboring white people who would not longer suffer the rich to employ
these sable rivals so much to their injury.”

After representative government, with its inevitable strife of parties,
has been set up, the parties controlled by the propertied strive to crush
any rising party which champions working-class interests. Loath to
meet it on the hustings they hypocritically denounce it as “unpatriotic”
and “subversive,” a movement with criminal aims led by scoundrels,
which is not entitled to the status of a legitimate political party but de-
serves only to be stamped out by banning its propaganda and jailing
its leaders. Thus was outlawed the socialist party in Germany under
Bismarck, and in line with the same ruffian technique our “red-baiters”
would deprive the communist party of its place on the official ballot.

Religious persecution attempts to protect a monopoly by murder.

137
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In Diocletian’s time Roman religious beliefs were weak while the Chris-
tian beliefs were vigorous and spreading; so in desperation the old system
made a ferocious attempt to exterminate all Christians. A thousand years

later. the Church stamped certain sects out of existence and strangled
heresies in their cradle. Says Coulton:

. . . that which some love to picture as the harmonious growth of one
great body through the Middle Ages is really a history of many diver-
gent opinions violently strangled at birth; while hundreds more, too
vigorous to be killed by the adverse surroundings, and elastic enough
to take something of the outward colour of their environment, grew in
spite of the hierarchy into organisms which, in their turns, pro%oundly
modified the whole constitution of the Church. If the mediaeval theory
and practice of persecution had still been in full force in the eighteenth
century in England, nearly all the best Wesleyans would have chosen
to remain within the Church rather than to shed blood in revolt; and
the rest would have been killed off like wild beasts.t

2. Withdrawal from competition. In case the rival cannot be wiped
out one seeks to withdraw from competition, just as an army which
cannot beat its enemy retires behind fortifications. The rulers of Japan,
realizing early in the seventeenth century that the Jesuit missions were
disintegrating a society founded on communal custom and filial piety,
slew the native Christians, drove out all foreigners save the Dutch
traders, who were confined to a 3-acre isle, made it a capital offense for
any Japanese to leave Japan, broke up all vessels capable of long voyages,
and attacked any European ships entering a Japanesé port, except the
vessels of the Dutch company.

In the third quarter of the last century, it became clear that the
American standard of living could not possibly survive the competition
of the Chinese coolies’ standard of living. The friends of the American
standard finally reared a barrier against the Oriental standard in the
form of the Chinese Exclusion Act.

A state lacking in opportunities cannot hope to attract immigrants
and therefore by every means in its power it binds its nationals to it.
It discourages their emigration, sends agents abroad to organize them
if they have left the homeland, and frowns upon their naturalization
in another state.

A church that cannot crush competitors by her own strength summons
the state to her aid. In South America until recently the state protected
the religious monopoly of the Catholic Church. Only since 1865 in Chile

1 G. G. Coulton, From St. Francis to Dante, 1907, p. 40.
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have non-Catholics been permitted “to practice their religion inside
private buildings belonging to them.” Up to 1907 the law decreed that
any person conspiring “to establish in Bolivia any other religion than
that which the Republic professes, namely, that of the Roman Catholic
Apostolic Church,” is a traitor. The constitution of Peru declared “The
Nation professes the Roman Catholic Apostolic religion; the State pro-
tects it and does not permit the exercise of any other.” Not until 1915
was the last clause abrogated.

If the state will not shield her, the church that shrinks from competi-
tion seeks a life apart. The early Church permitted mixed marriages in
serene confidence that the Christian would convert, rather than be con-
verted by, the pagan mate; but an edict of Louis XIV forbade marriage
with heretics because of “the continual temptation of perversion.” An
expanding church does not admit very young members and is willing to
leave children alone; but a church hard pressed seeks to incorporate
them at an early age and requires its members to rear their children
straitly in the faith. It conducts its young through a tunnel of church
schools and societies lit by church lamps, instead of letting them into
the broad daylight of the public school, the social settlement, the social
center, and the public playground. This is why Soviet Russia will not
allow anyone but parents to teach religion to persons under eighteen years
of age!

Great care, too, is taken to button up the minds of the faithful. The
church forbids them to read certain periodicals, patronize certain li-
braries, see certain plays, or follow certain university courses—a sure
sign that the church counts on surviving by holding on to her own peo-
ple rather than by winning new converts!

The college loath to modernize its curriculum and methods cultivates
assiduously its alumni and appeals to them to send their sons to “dear
old Pennhurst.” Facing the growing interest in natural science and social
science, the classics dig themselves in as “required subjects,” while the
new attractions are kept in the inferior status of “elective subjects.” Men-
aced by a new political movement they dare not meet in the open, the
old parties pass a law excluding from the official ballot a party which has
not received a specified percentage of the ballots cast at the last election!

A device for holding business competitors at bay is the “factor’s agree-
ment,” which binds the dealer to handle only the goods of our “make.”
Or a firm may require of the dealer the handling of articles upon which
the patents have expired, as a condition of obtaining other articles, or
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the handling of a certain article as a condition of the handling another
article or line of articles.

3. Constrained adaptation. The government-led Westernization of
Japan was not a heart conversion so much as the reluctant taking over
of certain Western institutions and policies in order to save Japan from
absorption by some Western power. Look how often of late outstanding
liberals and leaders of popular parties are assassinated by the kept bullies
of Reaction posing as “patriots™!

In China the activity of the Christian missionaries forces the native
faiths to assume higher forms in order to survive.? Chinese scholars read
into the Confucian classics elevated moral ideas which they have im-
bibed unconsciously from Christian sources. Under the spur of mis-
sionary competition, the Confucians send out wandering gospellers to
spread the doctrines of the sage at fairs and festivals. Chinese Moham-
medans, Buddhists and Taoists form “national associations,” found
schools, relieve the distress of the poor, help needy children to go to
school, and attend to the marriage and burial of the destitute.

The Ceylonese Buddhists®tell of the “incarnation” and the “immacu-
late conception” of Buddha and comfort the dying by assuring them
that the Lord Buddha will presently receive them into his arms. The
Buddhists of Japan besides sending out missionaries of their own have
adopted various methods of their Christian competitors. They have
stated times for preaching. They have pastoral visitation, street preach-
ing, Sunday schools, prison and army chaplains, and special organiza-
tions for young men, women, and children. They maintain charities,
push temperance, and set up schools.

The “amusement” clause of the Methodist Book of Discipline has in
many places become “a dead letter” because enforcement would handi-
cap the church in competing with less strict churches. In like manner the
churches develop “institutional” or social, or recreative, features, not be-
cause the ruling element really wants them, but in order to attract or hold
the young people, or the unchurched.

The coming up of socialism forced a reluctant church to concern her-
self with the material welfire of the masses. In the 1870, in order to
check Lassalle’s movement, Bishop Ketteler of Mayence organized in
Rhenish Prussia “Christian trade unions” which spread to Germany
and Austria. It is not of record that they ever did anything which the
bosses strongly objected to their doing. In Belgium the socialists, in ac-
cordance with their avowed principles, organized codperative banks

*E. A. Ross, The Changing Chinese, 1911, pp. 256-57, 279.
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among the poor; in order not to lose them, the church, a religious
institution, started codperative banks of her own! In the same way co-
operative credit associations have been organized in Quebec in connec-
tion with the church.

In Mexico after the masses had gotten out of hand the church tried
to lure the hand-workers into “Catholic unions” or “free unions,” which
submitted themselves to the authority of the church in policy as well as
in doctrine and pledged respect for religion, country, family and prop-
erty. Such tactics only excited the sardonic mirth of men who had risked
their skins for the exploited workers years before the clergy showed a
spark of interest in them. The advanced social program of the “Federal
Council of Churches in Christ in America” was adopted by some of the
thirty Protestant bodies reluctantly and only because they realized that
“something must be done to win back the workingmen.”

When wage earners start to vote or form unions the businessmen’s
parties put on a pro-labor veneering. They run their man as the “log
cabin” candidate, woo labor with genial handshaking and barbecue, give
labor leaders political jobs, scatter lush promises they do not intend to
fulfil, give their policies a labor flavor (high tariff urged as “the protec-
tion of American workingmen”), pass measures which they know the
courts will throw out as “unconstitutional,” toss labor a few sops, or
grant it benefits while at the same time providing capitalists with bigger
benefits along other lines.

The competition of young American commonwealths for settlers
hastened the extension of the suffrage and the early adoption of a
system of public education. The competition of ambitious cities for resi-
dents or factories or state institutions forces them to adopt policies
respecting prostitution, schools, police, handling of labor troubles, etc.,
which may be wormwood to the dominant element.

The adaptation of universities to new conditions is usually forced.
Those of the seventeenth century, embedded still in scholasticism,
adopted the “freedom of inquiry” which prevailed in the newly-founded
scientific academies—only ,because in no other way could they attract
the best scholars of their day. Americans are fortunate in having two
types of university—endowed and state. Their competition for professors
broadens academic freedom, while their competition for students tends
to modernize the curriculum by introducing such new subjects as eco-
nomics, sociology, business administration, and journalism. The cater-
ing of the endowed universities to the prejudices of donors, actual or
possible, would hamstring their teaching of the social sciences, were it
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not that they have to meet the competition of the liberal state universities.

In public institutions and in private institutions there are strengths
and weaknesses, but they are not the same for both. Accordingly if the
two types are brought into honorable competition within the same field
each is stimulated to develop the kind of strength the other has, along
with its own kind of strength, and to rid itself of the weaknesses peculiar
to it. Fortunate therefore is the society which has both public and private
high schools, both state and endowed universities, both state and private
forestry, both state and commercial insurance service, both parcel post
and express companies, both community and private agencies of poor
relief, and both state and philanthropic institutions for dependents.
There should be no partnership between private societies or foundations
and the government; each should go ahead under its own steam and
show the best it can do. '

4. Specialization. Finally, an institution eludes competitors by specializ-
ing. A college may snap its fingers at rivals offering commerce and journal-
ism and keep its halls filled by offering the best-framed and best-taught
classical course of study. When yellow journalism seems to be carrying
all before it, some journals save themselves by offering the judicious a
soundproof retreat amid the howling of Bedlam. Until lately the British
navy refused to enter the common arena of competition among the
professions. No one could become a cadet without a recommendation
from some relative or friend of the family in the navy. This restriction
might seem to limit fatally the talent the navy drew upon; but the
prestige accruing to the navy from its social exclusiveness really operated
to supply it with more than its due share of talent!

A church which, as regards science and social work, is out of tune
with its time may go in for beauty. With dusky and mysterious interiors,
magnificent mosaics, wonderful Gregorian music, forests of lighted
candles and domes blue with incense smoke, it may attract those who
are sensuous or mystic in temperament.

Tactics of the new. The tactics of the new have to be quite different.
Young and weak, it will not dream of destroying its established com-
petitor. It cannot withdraw from competition for it has no trenches to
withdraw to. No constrained adaptation seeing that it is already adapted
to its time. In case it specializes there is no competition at all between it
and the established. . '

So the new resorts to tactics not open to the established. It courts public
favor by making extravagant claims and promises. The old has to be
cautious in making promises for they can be checked against its record;
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but the young aspirant is held back by no such hobble. The untested
remedy sets up as a cure-all; the untried reform poses as advance agent
of the millennium. When the Fourier “phalanx,” solitary confinement
for malefactors, the “single tax” on land values, the “monitor” system,
or the “natural” method of learning a foreign language enters the lists,
glowing pictures can be painted of the wonders it will work.

The new employs sensationalism. The established has the prestige of
age and possession; the new must gain prestige by other means. The
newly rich, in order to break the spell cast by the old families, set a
pace in extravagance and ostentation which the former social arbiters
cannot stand. The leaders of new departures in art or literature inspire
curiosity and awe by long hair, flowing ties, unfashionable cut of dress,
bizarre actions, and studied unintelligibility. New religious movements
are much readier to claim “signs and wonders,” than are settled churches.

The new appeals to the more easily aroused demands of human nature.
The demand for freedom is one of these and hence the new holds out the
lure of release from some form of restraint. Jesus proclaimed, “My yoke
is easy and my burden is light.” Paul preached “Christ hath redeemed
us from the curse of the law.” The Reformers offered Christians “free-
dom from prelacy.” The Anabaptists permitted prophecy ad libitum.
The Quakers rejected the sacraments and a paid clergy. The Free
Methodists gave free vent to religious feeling. Philosophical individu-
alism has a great pull with the “half-baked,” while the doctrines of
anarchism have a seductiveness all their own. That the artist should
throw off all “gyves,” including the Ten Commandments, always makes
a hit in some quarters. “Free verse” is a rallying cry, while “symbolism”
is hailed as loosing the artist from the trammels of the actual. “Free elec-
tion of studies” is the slogan of the assailants of the rigid curriculum.

Other winning cards in the hand of the new are ritual, secrecy and
exclusiveness. The strength of their appeal is obvious.

Thanks to such tactics the inferior new may triumph over the “good
old” if the plane of popular intelligence be low. In ignorant minds valua-
ble institutions may be shaken by the blatant claims of charlatans and
false prophets. For a while people may be lured from hard-won and
age-tested truth to follow glittering sophisms and bubble promises. What
meets man’s deep and lasting needs may be abandoned for that which,
for the moment, chimes with his fitful desires.

Let no institution elude competition. When, however, the plane
of popular intelligence is high, it is chiefly competition that makes in-
stitutions adapt themselves to altered conditions. Without this spur the



144 CONFLICT AND ADAPTATION

institution stands still, even degenerates. Since this is S0, 7o institution
ought to be shielded from competition by any special privilege or ad-
vantage. The youthful sect, party, college, doctrine, or ideal ought to
have the same freedom to organize, agitate and proselyte that the es-
tablished enjoys. Moreover, individuals should be free to quit old or-
ganizations without forfeiting too much. Interparty migration (or the
menace of it) tends to liberalize parties; interdenominational migration,
to liberalize churches; interuniversity migration, to liberalize universities ;
and interstate migration, to liberalize governments.

An institution that has the children of its members as a matter of
course needs not cater to them, and may petrify in its tracks. So it is
unwholesome that children should be expected to take over en bloc the
friendships, grudges, loyalties, and allegiances of their parents. The
parent who lays upon his child inescapable obligations before the poor
youngster has reached the age of free choice is virtually confiscating
his child’s personality! -

If, instead of inkeriting their adherents, organizations had to win them,
they would accommodate themselves to the needs of to-day. The con-
trasts between organizations would connect less with differences of
origin and history and more with the actual contrasts of type in con-
temporary society. In religion, for example, Methodists and Catholics,
Friends and Christian Scientists, Dunkers and Salvation Army, would,
no doubt, find each a type of followers that they were best suited to, but
certainly some of the one hundred and fifty religious sects in the United
States would perish because their real raison d’étre is in distant European
set-ups or remote historical conditions.

The vying for public favor by rival parties, sects, schools, professional
codes, systems of education, theories of government and ideals of life
brings about that accommodation of institutions to popular preferences
which characterizes “democratic” society. The competition of patterns
and manners for adoption makes them direct and expressive instead of
formal and stiff. The competition of ideals of life for favor humanizes
them so that they chime with the better self of man. As organizations
and institutions are obliged to compete they come into line with the gen-
eral trend of opinion and feeling. Under inherited status institutions
make the character of their people; under competition the people make
the character of their institutions.



CHAPTER XIV
AGE CONFLICT

Far below the surface goes on an intermittent struggle between old
and young for access to the controls. Let “young” mean those under
forty; “old,” those over sixty; call the in-between “middle-aged.” Age
conflict has been little noticed seeing that it never results in broken
heads. This is because: (1) old and young intermingle at every social
level; (2) the contending groups are fluid in make-up, the old recall
their restless fiery youth while the indignation of the young is tempered
by the thought that, as they grow old, power will come to them of it-
self; (3) the ire of the old is cooled when they see their children con-
fronting them, while the young are staggered to discover their parents
in the opposing ranks; (4) the middle-aged mediate the age conflict.

BASES AND FORMS OF AGE CONFLICT

Young and old differ in aptitudes. Long ago Lord Bacon pointed
out:

Young men are fitter to invent than to judge, fitter for execution than
for counsel and fitter for new projects than for settled business.

Young men, in th conduct and manage of actions, embrace more than
they can hold, stir more than they can quiet; fly to the end without con-
sideration of the means and degree; pursue some few principles which
they have chanced upon absurdly; care not to innovate, which draws
unknown irconveniences; use extreme remedies at first; and, that which
doubleth all errors, will not acknowledge or retract them.

Men of age object too much, consult too long, adventure too little,
repent too soon and seldom drive business home to the full period, but
content themselves with a mediocrity of success.

Young and old differ in objectives. The young normally judge
measures, policies, and institutions from the point of view of Op-
portunity; they favor whatever will enable them to get on, get up, faster.
But the older appraise from the point of view of Security—in their jobs,
their property, their investments, their domestic relations, their social
standing, their religious faith. So the young are critical of the existing.

145 :
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The older, on the other hand, are conservative from fear of losing place
or vantage already theirs. The former want more open doors—ahead of
them; the latter want more closed doors—behind them!

Blockheads, of course, will be conservative even in their youth, while
the gifted may remain progressive all through life. Again, certain of
the young may lean to the right because they see things through the eyes
of their parents, while some of the old lean left to the end because they
look out on society through the eyes of their children. Then the heirs
of property, situation, or social position will probably be conservative
even in youth; but the old who have “toiled and moiled” yet gotten no-
where realize they have nothing to lose and see no reason why they
should not clamor for a change in the “rules of the game.”

Each type exasperates the other. The elders resent the crude ego-
ism and rashness of youth, its insistence on having what it wants at once,
its brazen proposals to change or discard. inherited culture-patterns,
Goaded by their passions the young emit and follow biassed judgments;
it is the old, whose passions are cooled, who can be looked to to give out
disinterested judgments.

The old can be tolerant of the young, but the young, having never
tasted age, have small patience with its faults. Age’s realism and cool
deliberation offend the eager and impetuous. They see the once alert
become with advancing years almost vegetative, loath to examine new
ideas, to study or think hard. The old will not qualify themselves to
guide society aright, yet toward the young capables they show a fierce
jealousy; they are afraid of being thrust aside. Nor does character
always improve as the passions of youth cool. Often the fire of idealism
and generous enthusiasm dies down, so that the efstwhile high-minded
and chivalrous become stodgy, comfort-loving and hypocritical.

In a dynamic era chasms open. Within a fast-changing social order
—such as that of the West has come to be—the time interyal between
generations becomes historically significant. If, in the average case, the
child is 33 years younger than its parent, it takes form in another phase
-of culture than that which moulded the parent; it grows up in a stage of
society quite other than the one the parent was reared in. Despite their
years under the same roof and at the same table they may have difficulty
in understanding each other; in some ways they twain are foreigners!

Forms of conflict. Age conflict may take the form of a revolt of
jouth, i.e., the young insist on choosing mate and occupation, reject the
religious, political and social orthodoxies which their elders thrust upon
them, brush aside hoary but burdensome rules of conduct for which they
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see no warrant. “I want to think for myself” they protest with warmth,
“I want to lead my own life.” ,

It may take the graver form of the young attempting to wrest the
control levers from the hands of their elders. Hotly they challenge gray-
beard monopoly of the key posts in state, party, church, courts, bureaus,
army, and navy, universities, professional and learned societies, business
organizations. The old rely on age qualifications, length of training and
experience, promotion according to seniority. The young try by daring
and sensational “stunts” to outshine their elders and center attention
upon themselves. The old plead the value of their detachment, their
long experience, their store of garnered wisdom, their caution and de-
liberateness. The young charge their elders with being timid, inert, hide-
bound, routinary, with want of initiative and decision, with failure to
recognize and understand the new factors in a situation. The slogans of
the old are “Ripe judgment,” “Safe and sane,” “Experience counts,”
“A steady hand at the helm.” The young chant “New blood,” “More
vigor,” “Away with the old fogies,” “Give the younger a chance.”

Age conflict in the past. Observes Goldenweiser:

The exaggerated prestige of old age is one of the differentiae of prim-
itive civilization.

While these (the old men and in some groups the old women) take a
less active part in the everyday activities, their leadership in ceremonial
and political matters is pronounced, and they do everywhere constitute
the great depositaries of tradition, figuring as the mouthpiece, as it were,
of the conservative status quo. They know the past, in fact, they know
all there is to be known, and they see to it that this knowledge is passed
on without much loss, as well as without much addition. They are the
great stabilizing fly-wheel of the civilizational mechanism.!

The invention of writing weakens the position of the old. So long as
law is but custom handed on orally the graybeards are key men, for
their minds are reference books of settled cases. New cases do not stagger
them, for in some recalled precedent they have at hand a solution. But
in comes writing and presently all jurisprudence, equity, history and
science are more accessible in books than in the memories of old men!
The younger no longer stand in awe of the larger experience -of their
seniors, for from books they can gather the fruits of many men’s ex-
perience.

Nevertheless, in ancient Sparta the Gerousia, or council of twenty-
eight men, all of them over sixty, held the state for centuries te the

1 A. A. Goldenweiser, Early Civilization, 1922, p. 257.
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system of a semi-mythical legislator. Even in Athens, if any young
orator advanced new ideas, the old politicians who had the ear of the
assembly denounced him as a hireling and a traitor so that he had to
retire from the agora to private life. Both Rome with its “Senate” of
“old men” and the Church with its “presbyters” or “elders” provided
scope for the organizing ability and disinterestedness that usually bloom
late in life if at all.

AGE CONFLICT IN MODERN SOCIETY

Static times versus dynamic times. Quiet epochs leave power in
failing hands, whereas stirring times, which discredit precedent and tradi-
tion, give the capable young their opportunity. Gowin ? has shown that
the Protestant Reformation was led by churchmen whose average age
was thirty-eight, whereas in quiet times the Church was guided by men
well up in the sixties. Men of forty-two came to the helm during the
Puritan Revolution, although sexagenarians have held the tiller of Eng-
land in calm epochs. The dozen greatest French revolutionaries averaged
thirty-eight years, while in smooth water the skippers of the French
ship of state ran to fifty-nine years. The American Revolution was
brought on by men under forty, while the anti-slavery agitators were
forty-one; but in slack stretches American destiny has been confided to
men averaging above fifty-three years.

Japan was modernized by men under forty, the Turkish Republic
and New China are led by young men. In the Philippines those who
had their education in English and assimilated the ideas introduced by
the Americans, have all the power. The awakening of patriarchal and
age-worshipping Asia will array young against old for at least three or
four generations, during which myriads of gallant young progréssives will
be killed by minions of the power-loving old.

Religion. The ancestor worship of the Far East puts even the middle-
aged under the thumb of their forebears; but in its maturity almost any
religion works this way. Having a monopoly of interpreting it the old
make it back up the control of parents over their grown children. Im-
pairment of, the authority of a regnant religion, therefore, brings in its
train a weakening of patriarchal control. The introducers of a foreign
religion, finding the striplings more receptive than the graybeards, stand
always for the right of young adults to reject their parents’ beliefs and

2 E. B. Gowin, The Executive and His Control of Men, 1915, pp. 264~70.
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choose for themselves; so, wherever they go, missionaries tend to shatter
the ancient social order based upon the authority of the ancestors.

Education. Better child nurture and teaching enable the young more
quickly to develop their powers and cast off the yoke of their elders.
The conflict of ages is sharpened when education is being rapidly ex-
tended, so that many young people are far better instructed than were
their seniors. Among us shoals whose parents had but the rudiments are
winning diplomas, even “seeing the world” before settling down. Such
come to perceive on what flimsy foundations rest many of the cherished
beliefs and ways of the ignorant “old folks.” On the other hand, the pro-
longing of the period of preparation for life work protracts financial
dependence on parents, delays entrance upon a profession and arrival
at one’s peak of earnings and influence. 4dult education, extending one’s
period of mental suppleness and intellectual growth, helps the old stand
off the young. ‘

Government. Democracy utilizes the patriarch less than monarchy,
aristocracy or oligarchy. “Favor and popularity,” said Lord Bacon, “fol-
low youth.” This is why elected bodies include more young men than
appointed bodies, why a legislature elected on a broad franchise will in-
clude more young and magnetic vote-getters than one elected by delegate
bodies, why the shift to popular election of United States senators was
a victory for the young. :

Growth of capital. The elders have a great and growing advantage in
their accumulations. In general, what men under forty own cannot com-
pare in volume with what is owned by men above sixty. Their incomes
differ less; but the incomes of the young are derived more from work,
those of the old spring rather from ownership. The ever-greater réle
played by capital in production gives the older, so far as they wield capi-
tal or credit, an advantage over the young in launching an enterprise.

Power of bequest. Everywhere we see grown-ups deferring to or
obeying parents from fear of being “cut off in the will.” This is why,
now and then, scions of millionaires are found among the radicals, they
have first-hand acquaintance with “capitalist domination”! Limitation
by law of the testator’s liberty to bequeath his estate as he likes is one
means of depriving parents of their power to bend their children to their
will. Another is the ownership of the means of production by the State,
as.in Soviet Russia.

Organization. In any organization promotion on the principle of sen-
iority fills the higher positions with gray-heads. Promotion according to



150 CONFLICT AND ADAPTATION

demonstrated merit gives scope to the young who have shown unusual
ability and force. Organizations to do work—such as banks, commercial
and manufacturing concerns, school systems, charitable societies—greatly
needing drive and initiative, are less likely to prosper in the hands of the
old than such organizations as churches, learned societies, academies,
religious orders, fraternal orders, financial houses, and political parties.

The youth movement. In various societies since the World War youth
has come to be self-conscious, organized and aggressive. Soviet Russia is
a land of youth and dominated by the spirit of youth. Let me cite some
impuessions I had in the summer of 1934.

Out from Yalta in the Crimea I spent hours in a camp for Young
Pioneers, i.e., boys and girls eight to sixteen. The camp, which has its
own milk farms, bee-hives and vineyards, is occupied during the long
vacation, May to October, and accommodates four shifts of three hun-
dred each. There are many such camps in Russia, but this is one of the
most desirable. All the children here are udarniks, ie., have distin-
guished themselves in some way. Each is on a “project” of his own
choosing and the group have their own Soviet where they learn to de-
liberate and administer their collective affairs. Never have I met a body
of children so alert and reactive as these.

Some miles away I visited a camp of Komsomols (Communist youth,
seventeen to twenty-four) and was well heckled regarding labor condi-
tions in my country. What a contrast between the product of our high-
schools and that of the Soviet high-schools! Our teachers can hardly im-
part to their pupils any critical truth about working conditions or public
utility finance without bringing down on their heads the “business”
school-board, the local chamber of commerce, or the local chapter of
the D. A.R. . . . The Young Pioneers and the Komsomols . . . pos-
sess an uncanny insight into anti-social situations which we have been
taught to tolerate.®

In Italy “Fascism was mainly a political movement of the younger
generation which had been convulsed by the War and needed a guiding
hand. Since Fascism means bread for its partisans and hunger for its
enemies, most of the young people in Italy don the black shirt and shout
their fidelity to their Dictator.” Germany’s Youth Movement was re-
cruited from the young people “who crowded the schools and colleges
of the Republic after the Armistice and who could not be absorbed
through normal employment when their education was completed.”
Thousands of restless unemployed people who had roamed the country-
side as members of the Youth Hostel Association were quick to organize

3E. A Ross, Seventy Years of It, 1936, pp. 172-73.
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under the emotional appeal of Hitler. Now they constitute the Nazi
Youth Movement.

SOME CONTEMPORARY TRENDS AFFECTING AGE CONFLICT

Current developments telling on the side of the old are:
a. The old are growing in relative number owing to the fall of the
birth-rate and to the prolongation of human life in consequence
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of the vanquishing of many diseases. Since our grandparents’ day
the proportion of the population over the age of sixty-five has
doubled. It is now about 6 per cent while those past fifty are near
20 per cent. In 1930 those 2044 were seven times as numerous as
those over 65. It has been computed that by 1980 they will-be only
2 to 2.4 times as numerous! As the cohort of elderly growg they
are more able to impose their will. In the nineteenth century the
tillers of society were in the hands of men about fifteen years older
" ‘than were the helmsmen of the fifteenth century. By the end of our
~»century the mean may have gone up another fifteen years!
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b. The rise of a new téchnique for “keeping young.” Elderly women

are availing themselves of “beauty culture” to hold the center of
the stage instead of retiring early to the wings leaving the lime-
light to the blooming girls. Men past life’s noon show signs of mak-
ing a like rally. Guided by a personal hygiene ever more scientific
and medical examinations ever more thorough, they are using
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gymnasia, golf links and country clubs to prolong the vigor and
elasticity of both body and mind.

¢. Discovery that one’s decline into stupid prejudice and obstinate

conservatism as the years pass is not inevitable, but is the penalty
of long addiction to bad thought habits. Following from youth up
a proper mental hygiene prevent such fungoid growths.

. More and more in capitalist society income and power go with

ownership. Since most of the old hang on to their property till death,
they are sure to be courted and deferred to by all who have hopes
of being remembered in the will.

Among trends imparting social weight to the young are:
I. Many of the young are equipped with a vastly better education

than their parents received. For the greater part of its history edu-
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cation has consisted in passing on a stock of learning which the
young were o accept without question. Secondary schools were
expected to plant in their pupils the orthodox ideas of their time.
This is why many high-school graduates prove tighter-minded in
later life than those who quit school at the sixth grade! But the
rise of the sciences has shattered the old idea that the task of the
school is to pass on learning; its business is to help one to make
the most of one’s powers. The “progressive school,” in which the
pupils learn in order to do, does not shackle youth with the pet no-
tions of their elders but so builds them up that they can discern
how arbitrary are many of the beliefs and ways of the hide-bound
“old.’)

2., The young, with their uncluttered minds, are quicker than their
elders to “catch on to” the countless new things coming into the
warp and woof of our lives. On the farm it will be the boy rather
than his father who “fixes” the tractor when it is out of order or
gets the radio to “work.”

3. In almost any line “long experience” is counting for less. In the
mass production industries semi-automatic machine operations have
lessened the value of stored experience and put a premium on the
drive and pliancy of youth. “Speeding up,” synchronization of

~ production processes, and insistence on a higher output per man
make it difficult for the older worker to retain his place. In a slack
season many firms lay off the older worker first and rehire him
last (if at all) when employment picks up.

4. Such assets of the graybeards as ripe scholarship, profound erudi-
tion, familiarity with ancient lore, close acquaintance with venera-
ble sacred writings, weigh less now than at any time in the last
twenty-two hundred years. More and more humanity is pinning
its hopes of relief from the major ills of life to the progress of the
sciences.

Balancing these conflicting tendencies, one may predict that ere long
through advanced humanity the young will succeed in squirming from
under the patriarchal knee, but that the old will contrive to keep in their
hands most of the controls in society.



CHAPTER XV
SEX CONFLICT

Between individual men and women in the love relation there are,
of course, innumerable clashes of personality; but even between the
sexes as groups there smolders an antagonism which ever and anon
bursts into flame. Among its causes are:

The sexes differ in instinctive equipment. Woman has at least one
instinct all her own, the maternal; while man has the stronger pugnacious
impulses. Nor do the sexes share equally in the will to dominate, to
displdy one’s self. Nietzsche had a point when he said, “Men and
women are alien—never yet has anyone conceived how alien.” That they
react so differently in many situations makes each sex seem at times
“queer” to the other. In the refined classes the sexes are carefully trained
from childhood to conventional attitudes toward each other; but among
the “plaih folk” each sex views the other with some distrust, dislike, or
contempt. Rough old farmers talking freely by themselves conclude
that women generally are touchy, unstable, flighty, vain, irresponsible
and sly. But their women about a quilting frame agree that for the most
part men are coarse, sensual, self-willed, violent, egotistic and unrea-
sonable.! Both groups underrate the might of the going culture in de-
termining the traits of men and women.

Sagely remark those pioneers in mental sex-testing, Lewis M. Terman

and Catherine Cox Miles 2 :

In modern Occidental cultures, at least, the typical woman is believed
to differ from the typical man in the greater richness and variety of her
emotional life and in the extent to which her everyday behavior is emo-
tionally determined. In particular, she is believed to experience in greater
degree than the average man the tender emotions, including sympathy,

1 Middletown’s culture says that men and women “are different kinds of people. Men
are stronger, bolder, less pure, less refined, more logical, more reasonable, more given to
seeing things in the large, but at home needing coddling and reassurance, ‘like little boys.’
Women are more delicate, stronger in sympathy, understanding, and insight, less mechan-
ically adept, more immersed in petty detail and in personalities, and given to ‘getting emo-
tional over things.’” R. S. and H. M. Lynd, Middletown in Transition, 1937, p. 176.

2 Sex and Personality, 1937, p. 2.
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pity, and parental love; to be more given to cherishing and protective
behavior of all kinds. Compared with man she is more timid and more
readily overcome by fear. She is more religious and at the same time
more prone to ]ealo_usy, suspicion, and injured feelings. Sexually she is
by nature less promiscuous than man, is coy rather than aggressive, and
her sexual feclings arc less specifically localized in her body. Submis-
siveness, docility, inferior steadfastness of purpose, and a general lack of
aggressiveness reflect her weaker conative tendencies. Her moral life is
shaped less by principles than by personal relationships, but thanks to
her lack of adventurousness she is much less subject than man to most
types of criminal behavior. Her sentiments are more complex than
man’s and dispose her personality to refinement, gentility, and preoccu-
pation with the artistic and cultural.

Man has monopolized power. As chief trouble maker, and protector
of his own from trouble, man has arrogated to himself the shaping of
the large events and institutions conditioning the life of family, com-
munity, tribe and state. For the ages that his decisions related to little
else than war, peace, and security, women consented to their exclusion.
Tied down by their babies they left fighting and all that it involves to
the men. But since written law, instead of ancestral custom, has come to
fix the rights and duties of spouses, and since the man-managed state
has laid its hand on family, children, education, recreation, industry,
public health and public morals, thinking women more and more resent
exclusive male control of law and state.

Man has set up ideals for women as well as for men. On the whole
the ideals for men have been wrought out by men, but the ideals for
women have not been wrought out by women. In Japan, for example, the
mould into which the daughter’s soul is poured is plainly man-made,
whereas the mould into which the son’s scul is poured is by no means
woman-made. The female is to be modest, self-abnegating, gentle, re-
tiring and domestic because the male wants her so. The world over,
man imposes his own notions of what women ought to be and do. In
gratifying his sex impulses he claims for himself a degree of liberty he
is quite unready to concede to woman. The wide divergence in the mean-
ings of “virtue,” “honor,” “modesty,” “liberty,” as applied to the two
sexes is man’s work. How much it irks the human female to be what
he requires her to be, how many of her best possibilities she sacrifices,
and whether she is happy in the rle he forces on her, are questions which
never occur to the self-confident male. For him 7'hat is the way I like ’em
is final and sufficing!

Where the spirit of our Old South reigns, an elaborate upper-
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class “lady”-worship fails to conceal the naive assumption that God
placed women here for the sake of the male sex. As a matter of course
women should find their mission in serving, pleasing, and inspiring men,
but no one suggests that the male sex has its end in anything it does
for women; its end is within itself. The young woman should cultivate
a conciliating and caressing manner, and avoid opposing or disagreeing
with men. If she has opinions she dissembles them and if she has learn-
ing she hides it, lest male irritation blast her with the reproach “un-
womanly.” To please men she must wear delicate and flimsy clothes,
no matter what they cost her fingers or her purse, and shun the plain
but convenient “tailor-made” garments. Male opinion blames the
widow who remarries for putting her own happiness above loyalty to
a man’s memory; but no one thinks less of the widower who remarries.
The divorced man goes everywhere, but the divorced woman is socially
ostracized, no matter what her justification. The men hold under con-
stant surveillance the reading, associations, and activities of their women-
folk, and expect the woman to subordinate her own notion of what is
proper for her to the judgment of her nearest male relative. In a word,
her repute and standing concern her menfolk more than they do herself!
The mountain of balderdash literature on “the woman question,”
stressing impressively the disabilities which Nature has imposed on the
female sex and solemnly warning of the terrible risks of making women
free, is, to the reflective, a gigantic index of male self-conceit and fatu-
ousness. The parade of learning, logic, and impartiality in thousands of
such sermons, articles, pamphlets and books appears on close inspection
to be as empty as a soap bubble!
Genesis of sex conflict. An inter-sex adjustment comes to be bedded
-in the culture patterns and unthinkingly we adapt our behavior to it;
but when the culture patterns disintegrate hidden injustices show up.
Hence, in our day, with the crumbling of venerable religious dogmas, the
decay of the principle of authority, the overtaking of the clergy by other
learned professions, the adequacy of fewer births, and the opening to
women of no end of doors to self-support, the right of one sex to fix
the destiny of the other is challenged. Why—it is asked—are men so
eager to bar women from the skilled trades, the higher educational
walks, the professions, public service, and public office, unless it is that
they want to keep the soft berths and the power seats for themselves?
Features of sex conflict. Sex conflict does not slump into sheer car-
nage, as may race conflict or class conflict. The sexes are cross-linked
by countless close ties—lovers, spouses, brothers, and sisters, mothers



SEX CONFLICT 187

and sons, fathers and daughters—so that they never face each other in
hostile array. Physical combat between the sexes has not been, will not
be. Nor is it a conflict between @/l men and all women; rather it is a
duel between the old, masculine, woman-depreciating culture and the
new bi-sexual culture built on science. Always some women uphold male
domination and some men are ired at the spectacle of female repression;
so each group tries to win convems from the other. The champions of
male rule work artfully upon the feelings of emotional women to make
them distrust themselves and accept an assigned status; while the
friends of aspiring women appeal to the fair play sense of men to
persuade them to let their restive sisters go free.

As agitation thrusts “women’s rights” into the focus of attention, sex
antagonism flares up a bit; then, as women are conceded instalment after
instalment of freedom and opportunity, which blithely they hasten to
use and enjoy, the sexes with a sigh of relief settle contentedly into the
altered relations and their antagonism speedily dies away. Always, how-
ever, there is a residue owing to differences in the reaction of the sexes to
elemental life situations. '

What determines the outcome of sex conflict? In some fields
namely, intersex association and manners, status of the wife, of the
mother, domestic seclusion, the education of daughters, etc., the out-
come of the conflict in the higher social classes practically settles it
for the rest, unless society is cleft by deep racial or cultural chasms. On
the other hand, upper-class example cannot remove the grievances of
woman in respect to her legal status in home, industry, education, the
church, and the state; so battle rages about these citadels of masculine
power.

Not fists nor weapons settle intersex conflict, not always even argu-
ment and debate. Factors from outside the field may decide. Quite in
their day’s work delvers into biology, psychology, sociology, or church
history may explode baleful dogmas which for ages have buttressed
male domination: such as, that God is male, that woman was created
as an afterthought and solely for man’s pleasure and comfort, that the
Fall in Eden was due to Eve’s tempting Adam, that owing tc her men-
strual flow woman is “impure,” that about conception there is some-
thing guilty and shameful, that celibacy is exalted and God-pleasing,
that the father is sole author of the child’s being, that women have no
souls, that women as the chief ally of the Devil in dragging men down
to perdition must be kept cloistered or veiled, that “it is shameful for
a woman to speak in a church,” that woman’s intellectual powers are
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contemptible, that it is not worth while to educate her, etc., etc. Once
those ancient props are dust little is left on which the male sex can base
its claim to dominate.

Developments keeping women under the yoke. Although the theo-
logical dogmas which buttressed male domination are crumbling, certain
current developments tell against sex equality: (a) war and “prepared-
ness” exalt the sex that fights; therefore, if savage struggle for dominion
is to rule the international scene in the immediate future, the cause of
women will lose ground; (b) decay of the household industries shrinks
the economic importance of the home-staying wife and makes her de-
pend more on her man; (c) heavy athletic contests emphasize the physi-
cal superiority of males to females; (d) the popular connecting of hap-
piness with the owning of things (a by-product of modern salesmanship)
is hostile to idealism in the relations of the sexes, and looses man’s
greater physical strength and hankering to dominate; (e) abandonment
of democracy in favor of single-party rule maintained by ruffian methods
(Nazi-ism) tells against the weaker and less pugnacious sex; (f) if the
West should tear itself to bits in a series of general wars, the woran-
belitting Oriental culture might gain prestige in the eyes of humanity.

Developments releasing women. (a) Mental testing proves the in:
tellectual parity of Darby and Joan; (b) limiting the size of the family
spares wives from being looked upon as mere brood mares; (c) com
munal nurseries (as in Soviet Russia and among the Jewish settlers i1
Palestine) allow the mothers to keep on with their jobs; (d) parent
give their daughters as good a schooling as they give their sons; (e’
admission of women in growing numbers to the higher walks and th
learned professions; (f) the power-driven machine enables women phys
ically weak to hold millions of jobs in industry; (g) sex equality in voting
access to public office and participation in public life add to women’
power and prestige in society.

World-wide sweep of sex conflict. In the ages to come changes i
life conditions or ruling ideas may cause reversions to male dominance
but our time, at least, should witness the swift spread through most ¢
mankind of the freedom, opportunity and respect attained already b
about a fifth of the world’s women. Three-fifths of humanity are steepe
in Oriental cultures which, in the main, subordinate the female sex to
degree hardly to be matched in any culture of which we have recorc
The readjustments between the sexes throughout the Asiatic world wi
make fireworks, we may be sure, for several decades. “In China bobbin
the hair is a symbol for which women die martyrs, able and energeti
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girls, killed in backward villages during some militarist reaction.” In
Moslem Asia there are villages where women who leave off the veil are
bound to a post and stoned. Without growing tension, sex embitterment,

female self-assertion and occasional savage reaction women’s day can-
not dawn in the Orient.

THE OUTLOOK

Should a reaction develop against sex-equalizatidn, the primary cause
will be not men’s old craving to dominate, but spread of the conviction
that “emancipated” women are in a way “falling down” on their race-
continuance “job.” It will be shown that not a sufficient number of
children are being born owing to the wife’s dread of pregnancy; that the
wives of superior and successful men are not delivering their due quota of
heirs; that gifted women achieve rather than marry and bear children
inheriting their gifts; that children are not being looked after and cared
for as self-sacrificingly as of yore; that mothers are bringing up their
daughters to demand too much from life, or to sidestep the duties which
fall upon them as women; or mothers are too absorbed in their pursuits
or pastimes to acquire over their sons that character-building influence
which was often the reward of the old-fashioned home-staying mother.

Upon these functions the leaders of women should center their atten-
tion. If too many capable women are frittering away their newly won
freedom in pleasure-seeking, beauty culture, the sex chase, struggle for
social recognition, pursuit of a career, etc., then will rise a tide of opinion
unfriendly to sek-equality.

There are limits beyond which sex-equalization cannot go. The time
may come when women collectively will have as much weight in society
and state as men; but there is no prospect that in sex relations the man
will lose his prerogative to make the advances, to woo, to propose mar-
riage, because it rests on physiology. A marriage may be fulfilled even
" if the wife does not respond to the amorous advances of her husband,
whereas it fails utterly in case the husband does not respond to the
amorous advances of his wife.



CHAPTER XVIe
RACE* CONFLICT

Of all group oppositions race conflict holds the most menace. Age
conflict and sex conflict never become sanguinary. Conflicts between
town and country, even between employers and workers, are limited by
the realization that each is necessary to the other. Religious wars and
class conflict cease when the beaten conform to the will ‘of the victors.
But a man cannot change his race as he changes his religious beliefs
or class aims. Disarmed and submissive he is just as offensive to the
conquering race as he was while he was fighting. The logical thing to
do would be to exterminate the beaten race in the style of Ghengis Khan.
It is only because what poses as “conflict of races” is usually a struggle
over territory that the beaten race is left alive once it has been driven
off areas which the more powerful covet.

There is a physical basis for repulsion in the fact that races may differ
markedly in features, physiognomy, skin color, hair, body odor, etc.;
and everything distinctive of one race is commonly offensive to mem-
bers of other races. Each isolated racial group look upon their own traits
as defining the perfect human type.

The possibilities of inter-racial trouble are multiplied many fold when
races are supposed to fall into a hierarchy. Those which at a compara-
tively early date became possessed of the elements of an advanced cul-
ture claim to be “superior”; while those which, being remote from the
developing centers of culture around the Eastern Mediterranean (Africans
south of the Sahara, Australians, Melanesians, American Indians), re-
mained at a low cultural level, are stamped as “inferior.” This rating of
races by the grade of culture that geography and history have permitted
them to acquire is one of the most devastating delusions of contemporary
Western civilization.

Race as the anthropologist sees it. Scientists insist that the basic
mental differences among color races are like those among stocks within
the same race. What makes Malays, or American Indians, or Congolese

! Race, of course, is altogether a biological term and should not be in any way con-

founded with national, religious, culwral, or social groupings.
160
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a mystery to us is not mental quirk but cultural background and special
experiences.” Given our training, their minds would work as ours. In
many areas of race contact sifrewd observers find no “native mind” dis-
tinct from the common everyday human mind. In every major race are
found individuals capable of taking in our whole intellectual heritage.
Even naked savages, if protected from exploiters and given time, will be-

come civilized. Reader, how were your ancestors and mine living when
the First Pyramids rose? #*- - Cpst e

.

On the other hand, it would be strange, indeed, if all branches of
mankind scored equal when within each branch we find all grades from
idiot to genius. The mental traits of a local variety, like its bodily traits,
correspond to the special conditions of survival it has been subjected to
for, perhaps, tens of thousands of years. Considering the very dissimilar
degrees of contrivance, foresight and self-control required for keeping
alive and rearing young in regions as diverse as Greenland, Nejd, Uganda
and Polynesia, it would be a biological miracle if all local varieties of man
were found to be of just the same brain power.

If distinct races or strains should be proven unequal in their mental
capacities, the more gifted will set up restrictions on breeding with the
lower; but this implies the “color line” and will make bad blood. More-
over, it is not yet settled whether the crossing of the more specialized

2 Dealing with the contention that the Negroes in Africa have a larger development of
the instinct of submission than other races, since they have been enslaved for so long
and to such a large degree, Professor Ellsworth Faris points out that along the Congo
River, inhabited by Bantus of the same racial stock in small political units, slavery is every-
where present and the differences between a slave and a free man are very striking. "The
free men are proud, independent, often haughty, in their bearing; slaves, on the other
hand, belong to a lower status. They submit to their masters, allow themselves to be sold
to others without protest, give to their owner the perquisites from any game they may
have killed in the hunt, and in every other way act as if they are being motivated by an
instinct of submission,

“If, however, one inquires as to the origin of the slaves among the Bangalas of Bopoto
he learns that they belong to the Bankundo tribe who live a hundred miles and more up
river. Upon ascending to the Bankundo tribe one finds the free men among them showing
no traces of the slave psychology, but with the same haughtiness and independence that
slave owners traditionally exhibit. The Bankundos, however, own large numbers of slaves
of their own, who in their turn show the slave attitude quite unmistakably. These slaves
of the Bankundos are spoken of as Balolo, that is, ‘up-river’ people, and the Balolo, when
you go up river and find them, are free people, owning slaves who come from higher up
the river. The same thing is found as one ascends the strcam, and the interesting fact
develops that the slaves are always sold down river, are unable to escape.and get back
home, accommodate themselves to their situation, accept the inevitable, and breed genera-
tions of slaves. But people from the same village and sometimes in the same family re-
maining at home (for captives in war are the chief origin of slavery in this region) are free
people with none of the slave psychology.” _ .
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human varieties gives good results or bad. So long as*we don’t know,
balancing “arguments for” miscegenation and “arguments against” is
childish; we shall just have to await scientific investigation on a large
scale in the numerous regions where there has been much race crossing.
Meanwhile, since the scrambled can never be subsequently unscrambled,
social and legal barriers against crossing should not be condemned.

Unequal race multiplication begets conflict. Thanks to their being
helped to down famine, epidemic, and tribal wars, backward races more
and more are cutting their deaths, but rarely do they cut their births as
do the advanced races. The men are not so considerate of their wives and
children. In South Africa the Bantus “under the white man’s broad
shield” multiply like rabbits, threaten to overflow any areas reserved
for them and displace their white neighbors not by outdoing them, but
by underliving them. It is unlikely that sub-civilized races will be al-
lowed, after they have filled their homelands to the distress point, to
overflow into the homelands of civilized races and displace them.

Clash of cultures poses as “conflict of races.” The so-called “race
hatred,” which for centuries blazed or smoldered between Gaels and
“Saxons,” Poles and Russians, Germans and Czechs, Kurds and Armen-
ians, is but a mask for economic, political and religious enmities. Much
that has passed for race conflict is really clash of cultures. What offe