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General Editor’s Preface

T gives me great pleasure to publish as the ninth volume of the
Bharatiya Vidya Series this popular, famous, and charming
S'atakatrayam of Bharatrhari edited by my friend Prof. Daimodar Kosambi,
Anyone who knows a little of the Sanskrit language has some acquaintance
with these most sweet and delectable gnomic and lyric verses. There could
be no real Sanskritist whose speech is not embellished by some stanza
or phrase of these epigrams by Bhartrhari. Except for Kalidisa there
is no poet more beloved than Bhartthari; these pearl-like stanzas of
Bhartrhari are even more generally known than Kalidasa’s poetry in the
whole of India. Because of this popularity there have been many versions,
commentaries, or renderings in Indian vernaculars and translations in
all the major European languages. In India as well as Europe there
have been many editions of the original text and of some commentaries,
but no scholar has attempted hitherto the preparation and publication
of what might properly be called an exhaustive critical edition. It is
a matter of gratification for me to announce that the task of initiating
this important service has been undertaken by Prof. Kosambi, who has
concentrated for over three years upon the examination of and research
into all aspects of the problem. The valuable results of his researches
have been published in the JBBRAS and elsewhere. Prof. Kosambi
gathered or examined over two hundred manuscripts from all parts of
the country, and found many known as well as unknown commentaries
on the work. Along with the determination of the original text, he
also edited some of these commentaries; as a fruit of his labours one

version with an easy Sanskrit commentary by a scholar named Ramarsi
was published last year in the Anandarama Series. In the present
edition, another such commentary is being issued for the first time. The
commentator has made no reference of any sort which gives a clue to
his identity, time, or place; nevertheless, Prof. Kosambi conjectures from
his general style that he was probably a learned southerner. The com-
mentary is written in a clear and comprehensive manner so that even
those who have not advanced wery far in Sanskrit will be able to penetrate
into Bhartrhari's figures of speech,



(2)

Prof. Kosambi is a mathematician of renown; his principal subject
of study and of research is mathematics, As senior professor of mathe-
matics in a specialized and leading foundation like the Tata Institute
of Fundamental Research he pursues his valuable investigations in that
subject. Nevertheless, it gave me the utmost joy to see his enthwsiasm
and activity in Sanskrit philological research as well. Though I guesssd
in his boyhood that he would one day be an acute and outstanding
mathematician, it never occurred to me that he might attempt to surpass
his saintly father, the world-famous Pali savant S’ri Dharmanand Kosambi,
in Sanskrit philology. This I realized only last year when my dear friend
S’ri Dharmanandaji came to me and said, “‘Baba’ has been preparing
o critical text of Bhartrhari for a couple of years and wishes to edit and
publish some of the unpublished commentaries as well. If you publish
these in your Series, it would be very useful”. T accepted at once with
alacrity and wrote to ‘Baba’ to send on his press copy. The first fruit
thereof is now in the hands of the learned. The critical edition of Bhar-
trhari which he has completed has gone to press for publication imme-
diately after this. It is hoped that that work also will soon be avail-
able to readers.

Sravant Pauwrnimd
Vikrama Samvat 2002 } JINA VIJAYA MUNI



INTRODUCTION

1. Bhartrhari as a poet is known to all who have
any acquaintance with the Sanskrit language or literature.
His name may even be placed in any authors’ list covering
world literature. Unfortunately, almost nothing of his life,
even to his actual period, can be stated with any certainty,
as I have shown in another place.! Moreover, the literary
tradition associated with his name, as supposed author of the
Satakatrayam, contains manuscript evidence of such astonishing
diversity! that the poet could hardly have promulgated this
famous work, transmitted to us as his, in any properly integrated
form. Under the circumstances, a critical edition is badly
needed; one is in fact almost ready for the press at the time
of writing. However, such a comprchensive edition will
naturally be cumbrous, unreadable, filled with difficult or
even objectionable readings, and impossible to fit into any
commented scheme. The most reasonable procedure, therefore,
would be to supplement the critical edition with editions of
single versions or archetypes (preferably with good comment-
aries) which would necessarily have to be constituted during
the course of the editio princeps, and would please the common
reader more. One such text from the Northern recension has
been edited and published with Ramarsi’'s commentary.® The
present edition represents archetype & of my classification ; it
must not be assumed that the precise archetype has been
reconstructed or even that one actually existed as a document
at any given time. Our purpose here has merely been to
account for the evidence as it appears today with the hope
that more MSS will become available for study.

1 D.D. Kosambi: On the authorship of the Satakatrayi:J. Oriental
Research Madras, 1946, vol. XV pp. 64-77

2 D, D. Kosambi: Some ZExtant Versions of Bharirhari's Satakas :
JBBRAS, XXI, 1945, pp. 17-32. .

3 Edited by K. V. Krgnamirti Sarma and D. D. Kosambi, Ananda-
érama Sanskrit Series no. 127 (1945). The printing and general

} get-up leave very much to be desired.
2 @



6 BHARTRHARI-SATAKA-TRAYAM

§lokas with M8 no. 51 of the Rajavade collection in the Bharata Itihasa
S8améodhaka Mandala, Poona.

g 3= No. 244 of the Barve collection in the Bharata Itihasa Saméodhaka
Mandala, Poona, from Limb in the Satara distriot. Size 8" x 53", fol. 77
written orosswise, with some blank folios and a few extra ¢lokas perhaps not
meant as Bhartrhari’s; leather bound, comparatively modern. Supported
by another recent MS in the same collection without the Marathi. Other MSS
are known, among them British Museum Bendall 256--A.

Both of these MSS are rather corrupt, but the (kG helps decide
occasionally unintelligible readings.

g="The Maheévara Bhatta version.

Mahe$varabhatta Rimacandrabhatta SBukhathanakar was a famous com-
mentator of the 18th century (1718-1816), the best known of his numerous
works being the commentary on the Amarakosa. His version of Bhartrhari
with the commentary (called Alibandha) was published by Abaji Ramacandra
Savant at the Ramatattvaprakaéa Sarasvatabhigana Press at Belgaum in 1910,
and was brought to my attention through the goodwill of Mr. A. K. Priolkar
who also secured the two MSS. below from Maheévarabhatta’s descendants who
still reside in the ancestral home at Magela (=mahadala) near Kumbharjua,
Goa. The version is closest to the preceding in readings, though in arrange-
ment it is much nearer to the general southern type of the variety that
contains apeksante na patrani. The sources are:

g L =the older of the two MSS, covering only the niti and $§rigara
and supposedly contemporary with Maheévara himself. Text in the center of
the page with commentary above and below; paper of European factory
manufacture.

g * =the later of the two MSS.,, complete text and commentary, dated
A. D. 1837, European paper.

g 8 =the printed edition, which follows g : whenever the two MSS. differ
with a few exceptions when it differs from both, and even from the commentary.

Other Devanagari sources.

a1 ¢ = University of Madras Collection no. 344, originally acquired
at Baroda. Size 94" x 4§/, fol. 27 =1-26, 28 with nos. 27 and 29 lost so that
about 20 stanzas are missing from the §r2gara. Lines 9-13, order vairdgya-niti-
$rigara. Probably copied from a Telugu or other southern exemplar. Margi-
nal variants and corrections as well as some readings in text show northern
influence. Specially notable for substitution of three stanzas in niti.

arI=A MS. dated A.D, 1729 from Benares, from the collection of
a Maharastrian pandit there, obtained by courtesy of Prof. 8. V. Puntambekar,
Principal of the Arts College of the Benares Hindu University. Size 63" x 4§”;
fol. 62, lines 8-9. Contains some strikingly individualistic readings not
found elsewhere which may be due to substitution in the memory of a Southern
pandit who had remained in the North for a long time.

a1 3.x.u=Tanjore Sarasvathi Mahal Library Nos. 4903, 4904, 4906
respectively ; paper MSS. without description whose variants were noted at
Tanjore on an interleaved copy of the 7th Nirnayasagar edition of the
Ramacandra Budhendra version. Some ambiguities remain in the collation.
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Telugu Group.

7=The Ramacandra Budhendra version. Avaifici Rimacandra ( Budhen-
dra) was a Telugu Brahmin of the Sandilya gotra, son of Kondopandita and
Gangambika, who wrote the commentary Sahrdaydrandini at an unknown
date, Though many MSS. of this are known in the Madras Govt. collection
now at Tirupsti, the Andhra Sahitya Parisad at Coconada, and elsewhere, it
was not possible to gain access to any of them at reasonable cost.

I have used two printed editions for this version.

7 ¢ =the Grantha edition by Sattanur Viévanitha Sastri, Sastra Sanji-
vini Press, Madras 1912.

1 *=the Devanagari (7th) Nirnayasagar edition now current. This is
full of an unusual number of misprints; the text differs often from the
commentary. The final 7 text is determined, therefore, by agreement between
three of these four sources, i. e. two texts and two commentaries. Only where
the two editions differ en bloc, have differences been noted in my critical
apparatus.

¥ 2 =from Tirupati, Madras Govt. collection DC 12094, palm leaf
18"x 1§"; fol. 18, lines 8-9, letters 76. A good MS. oarefully covied.
Durmati year, unidentifiable.

3 ? =Tirupati, Madras Govt. collection R 1950. Size 164" x 13"; fol. 22,
lines 6-8 ; letters 72, Palm leaf. Good condition except that a few leaves are
damaged at the corners. The colophon, mostly lost, seems to show that the
original exemplar might have contained the Ramacandra Budhendra
commentary.

Grantha Group

Five MS8S. wero selected from widely separated collections but they
almost all show close affinity to the Malayalam. Our published commentary
is that from 3 2.3, and is supported by India Office Mackenzie 68, an incomplete
Nandindgari M8. with the identical commentary, running to half of vairdgya;
and two small Devanagari fragments in the Bombay University collection.

77 ¢ = No. 7122 from the Punjab University Library at Lahore, palm
leaf, 32 folios; an excellent MS. in good condition but for one folio which is
broken in two pieces. The colophon shows that the scribe was from Malabar
or had Malayalam connections.

7 R =No. 3870 of the Govt. Oriental Library, Mysore, fol. 83, lines 10;
lotters 55, palm leaf, with an anonymous commentary. Copying by a Malaba-
rian hand, with the letter m always in Malayalam.

g 3=From Mysore, Maharajai’s Sanskrit College Library, No. 1146.
Size 16}"x 1§"; fol. 66 (numbered 73-138); lines 11-12; letters about 60.
Palm leaf with the same commentary asin 3. Wormeaten in places, dated
about A. D. 1810, apparently in the Kollam era.

77 ¥ = Tanjore Sarasvathi Mahal Library No. 10233, copied at Tanjore
into Devanagari from the originnl Grantha MS. by Pt. Balasubrahmanya
Sastrl. No description. The copying is mbticulous and roproduces every
essential feature of the MS.

gu=R. 4783 C of the Madras Govt. collection, accurately collated
at Tirupati against a printed interleaved Rawmacandra Budhendra ( Nirpaya-
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sigar ) text by Dr. T. R, Chintamani of the Madras University Department of
Oriental Studies.
Malayalam Group.

This consists of five palm leaf MSS., of which it ¢ was copied out in full
and the other four collated against the copy, at Trivandrum. A few ambiguities
remain. No description has been supplied. The numbers are:

7 2 =no. 2010, 7 I =no. 2011 both of the Palace Library, 7 3 =no. 2087
of the University Library; 7 ¥=no. 6122 of the University Library, and
7 4=n0. 2003 of the Palace Library. The last two form a distinet group
by themselves, as against the first three. But even then i 2 differs from the
others in being rather corrupt and in containing readings that are unques-
tionably oftener in agreement with the Northern recemsion, with which the
Malayalam group as a whole shows greater concordance than any other
Southern group.

Besides these MSS, I have utilized for purposes of
making a synoptic chart, to determine the order, and for
collection of extra stanzas, several uncollated sources: a
corrupt Devandgari MS from Goa in the collection of Mr,
A. K. Priolkar, six complete Grantha and Telugu palm leaf
MSS from the Adyar Library etc., and have referred to some
other printed editions, none of which are of any use. Two
more MSS, one Devanigari (No. 6, the Padyasangraha of the
RASB, Calcutta) and one Nandinigari no. 10234 collated
at Tanjore (both belonging to this archetype) have been
utilized for the critical edition, but they came to hand too
late for the present work.

3. The evidence presented by these twenty-four
sources and four commentaries is confused enough. It
seems impossible to determine exactly the text even of a
single version preserved in one family, such as g where each
of the three sources differs on occasion from the other two;
therefore, the problem as a whole might seem insoluble.
However, dividing it into two portions: 1) the determination
of the actual stanzas, and 2) that of the text of each stanza,
the first is seen to be comparatively simpler. Taking the
evidence as it is, without prejudice, the stanzas to be included
and their order are settled with ease by reference to the
majority of the MSS. Where the stanza is omitted in a version,
or in two or more MSS, it has been starred and may be taken
as doubtful, weaker than the rest, probably one of those added
later to make up the exact 300, The additions found in each
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paddhati are indicated with separate numbering of their own.
The number of these stray additions would undoubtedly be
very greatly increased by searching through more southern
MSS. Omission in a single MS is treated as accidental.

The exact determination of the text is of a different
order of difficulty. For the greater part, the text is simply
given by the agreement of all sources with negligible
variation. But where strong variation occurs, the critical
editor will have to choose a reading that explains all variants,
This is in fact the canon adopted in my forthcoming edition of
Bhartrhari’s stanzas from all MS tradition, but which it is
impossible to apply in the same way here. In the first place, the
Northern recension is a source of disturbance (the smoothing
of which gave rise to the whole Southern recension) which
is not shown in our apparatus. This has continually influenced
some readings in the Telugu group and Tuki Brahminanda,
which have also affinities with the Western archetype. The
readings naturally filter down through the other scripts.
Secondly, Bhartrhari himself, to judge from tradition as well
as well as MS evidence, was a northerner, but even the
Malayalam group shows only on occasion a clear Northern
reading. The final constitution of the text has been done,
therefore, as follows: wherever possible, the major reading is
taken ; where two groups of readings are about equally balanced,
that which differs from the Northern reading is taken. In the
rare cases where neither test applies, and there is little to
choose between several discordant groups, I have taken the
reading belonging to the group containing our MSS u 2. 3, for
the commentary comes from these. Explicable mislections
and scribe’s errors are generally ignored.

The collation proper was done on the basis of one whole
collation sheet per stanza. The sheets contain variants of all
MSS collated, Northern as well as Southern; from these the
Southernmost readings have been grouped for publication in
this edition. Accuracy was increased by working in pairs; for
Devanagari MSS, I dictated the text while Pt. K. V. Krspamarti
Sarma entered variants ; for the remaining scripts, we exchanged
roles. in case of doubt, previous collation were checked by
reference to the original MSS whenever available. For
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determining the order of the stanzas, a synoptic chart of all
MSS has been prepared, of which a section had to be devoted
to MSS of this archetype alone, for the order of the stanzas
differs from version to version even more than the readings
themselves.

4. In the edition as printed, the text I have determined
is given in the largest type, followed by the commentary. The
commentary itself, current over a hundred years ago in Kanarese
territory, needed three MSS; for, the oldest & 3 is wormeaten in
places, its companion & 2 defective in that it omits an occasional
word or phrase, so that the rather corrupt Nandinagari MS
(India office Mackenzie 68, copied in Kanarese territory, acquired
by the I. O. in 1825) which came to hand after the first form
had been printed off is useful for making a complete text. A
fragment of the nitt and another of the s'ragdra, both in
Devanagari, in the University of Bombay Library did not seem
worth utilizing, though they go to prove that the commentary was
not localized to Mysore. W herever our accepted readings in the
stanza differ from those of the commentary, or where the Grantha
MSS of the commentary differ among themselves, the
superfluous or inapplicable gloss in shown in parentheses;
relevant excerpts from other commentaries, generally Rama-
candra Budhendra’s, are given in curly brackets; additions
or emendations of our own are given is square brackets. The
responsibility for carrying out this scheme of constituting the
commentary rested wholly upon Pt. Krspamarti, whose aid
(on a part-time basis) in the collation and general preparation
of the text has been priceless, though I take full responsibility
for all decisions. Without his beautiful calligraphy, accurate
copying, knowledge of Sanskrit grammar and versification, as
well as of southern scripts, and patience in the face of adversity
this edition would never have been possible.

After the text and the commentary come, in the smallest
type, the variants preceded by special remarks as to omissions
or changed order. The variants (except mislections and scribe’s
errors) are noted in the order given, and unless the stanza
is omitted by a particular MS., or missing because of some
lacuna, it is to be understood that all sources not cited agree
which the printed reading. Abbrevations used are : § = original,
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& = commentary, #ur=variant in commentary. All variants
between vertical bars (dandas) refer to the same original text
reading which is, where not obvious, shown at the end in round
brackets. Finally, after the variants, I have given citations
of the stanza in other works. The order here is: first the
work with section-and-number or page-and-number of the
stanza ( where stanzas are numbered), followed by the attri-
bution to Bhartrhari, or any other author, or work, in brackets.
The standard procedure in such cases is to use Th. Aufrecht’s
MS. pratika index no. 36 from the India Office collection, but
the war made it impossible to secure this in time so that I
had to index such works as were found on library shelves. For
convenience, the commonest citations have been abbreviated
as follows:

7= Indische Spriiche, Sanskrit und Deutsch herausgegben

von Otto Bohtlingk. Zweite vermehrte und verbesserte

Auflage, 3 vols, St. Petersburg; I, 1870; II, 1872; III,

1873. The numbrs in w. are followed by Bohtlingk’s

citations of other works.

ar — The Paddhaty of S'arngadhara, a Sanskrit anthology cd.

Peter Peterson vol. I, Bombay Sanskrit Series XXXVII,

Bombay 1888.

g = Subhasitavale of Vallabhadeva; ed. Peter Peterson and

Durgaprasada, Bombay 1886.

qg = The Saktimuktavaly of Bhagadatta Jalhana; ed. with

an introduction in Sanskrit by Embar Krispamacarya.

Gaekwad’s Oriental Series LXXXII; Baroda (Oricental

Institue) 1938.

g1 = The Saktiratnahdra of Sarya; ed. K. Simbasiva Sastri.

Trivandrum Sanskrit Series BXLI, Sri Citrodayamanjari

XXX. Trivandrum 1938.

g1 = Subhasita-ratna-bhanddgdara ; ed. Kadinith Papdurang

Parab, 7th ed. revised by Vasudev Laksman Sastri Pansikar,

Nirpayasagar Press, Bombay 1935.

& = Subhdgita-ratnakara; a collection of witty and epigra-

mmatic sayings in Sanskrit, compiled and edited with

explanatory notes by Krispa Sastri Bhatavadekar,

Bombay (Ganpat Krishpaji) 1872.

3. =
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@% = Saduktikarpamrta  of Sridharaddss; ed. MM. Pt.
Ramavatira Sarma, and others. Lahore ( Motiial Banarasi
Dass) 1933.

#o =titles in the (old) Kavyamila series issued by the
Nirnaysigar Press, Bombay.

I have not gone into the question of validity of
attributions found in these works, or of conclusions that could
be drawn about the date of Bhartrhari from these citations.
As a matter of fact, the present archetype, even when starred
and extra stanzas are omitted, can at best claim to be an
anthology. The vedantic stanza dikkdaladyanavacching which
opens the work can hardly have been written before the gth
century while Edgerton, in his (Am. Or. Socicty ) cdition of what
he considers to be the oldest level of the Pahcatantra gives
several stanzas that occur in the nitiSataka here. In particular,
his I-9=our niti 22, I-10=123, [-31=77, [-177 =38, I1-5=2385,
and I-8=DP., 18, extra 1. This means that the oldest of the
“Bhartrhati” stanzas must be earlier than the 6th century
A. D, possibly several centuries older. If the satakas as
published are from a single pcn, it must have been the pen
of an anthologist.! Elsewhere, I have propounded the view
that the Centurics are collections made by much later scribes
of cpigrams which they supposed to have been composed by
Bhartrhari. A detailed inquiry is reserved for the critical
edition. For a literary criticism, I may refer the curious to
another comparative study of mine.?

5. There remains the pleasant task of thanking those
who have helped in the preparation of this edition ; the following
have put me under the heaviest obligations: Prof. P. K. Gode,
Curator of the Bhandarkar O. R. Institute for having used his
great influence to obtain MSS or copies; the staff of the BOL!
for giving cheerfully every aid in their power; the Librarian

1 This differs, however, from Hertel’s analysis in the Vienna Oriental
Jowrnal XVI (1902) pp. 202-205 and 298-304 where he used
the Paiicatantra stanzas, without a critically edited Bhartrhari
collection, to reach the conclusion that Bhartrhari was an anthologist
who horrowed from the other work. The question of borrowing is
still open ; the Paficatantra surely quotes many epigrams.

2 The Quality of Renunciation in Bhartrhari’s Poetry: Forgusson
College Magazine, 1941 ; reprinted with changes in Bhiratiya Vidya
Vol. VII 1916, pp. 49-62.
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and authorities of the University of Bombay for acquiring copies
of Tanjore and Trivandrum MSS, which materially reduced
the expense of the edition; Acharya Jinavijayaji Muni the
Honorary Director of the DBhiratiya Vidya DBhavan for
undertaking publication of the work at a time of universal
shortages ; the Nirnayasagar Press for their unequalled printing ;
the J. R. D. Tata Trust for a subvention that took care of the
heavy expenses of copying, collation, and obtaining MS
evidence ; many other friends whose advice and encouragement
were essential for an interloper like me in the completion of the
task. To my mother, however, the edition owes far more than
to anyone else. At a time when my health and finances were
both ruined and the work would have been suspended, she put
at my disposal, unsolicited, the meagre savings of a lifetime
devoted to the service of her children. To these funds, given
without condition in the disappointed hope that I should use
them to improve my health, this edition owes its very existence.
A matron in the noblest Indian tradition, one to whom even
Bhasa's broken hero of the shattercd thigh, abandoned on the
field of battle, might pray with his dying breath, “If merit be
mine and rebirth fall to my lot, be thou again my mother”’,
she deserves to have a far better work dedicated to her, just as
she deserves a far better son. However, if she will condone the
shortcomings of the book as she has those of the child, both are
hers.

D. D. KOSAMBI

Tata Institute of Fundamontal Research,
Bombay, June 30, 1946.
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