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‘Insan’ is a novel with a purpose. The pur-
pose, is, asits title indicates, to proclaim that
the loyalty which man owes to his fellow-

beings far transcends the loyalty which he
owes to any dogma or creed. This is by no means

a new doctrine but it needs to be reiterated at
a time when communal passions and violent
political creeds have blinded man and degraded
him to the level of animals. The scene of the
story is laid in Lahore which, when the story
opens, is cau ght in the grip of communal frenzy
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and where arson, loot and murder are the
order of the day. The scene shifts later to Delhi.
Here we are introduced to anotherd danger—
Communism and the violence of the misguided
young men who realise at the end the futility
of violence and terrorisation. The hero of the
story, Ramesh, is an educated, idealistic and
austere youth with a remarkable sense of duty
and courage and a rare capacity for leadership.
Other male characters are, more or less, cast in
a similar mould. They are all highly educated,
all are anxious to serve their country according
to thesir lights. Somne of the women characters
are interesting,chief among them being Kamala,
the daughter of a rich man, strikingly beautiful,
a communist by political conviction and eager
to overthrow the capitalistic system as expedi-
tiously as possible. Though essentially a politl-
cal novel, ‘Tnsan’ is not without element of-
romance. There are , in fact. four young wom-
en in the novel, each with a distinct person-
ality, each capaple of inspiring strong emo-
tions. It can be said that the characterisation
of the story is of a very high order and the
story itself is very gripping. ‘Insan’ has other
good qualities too. It gives a good account of
the forces in which the Indian subcontinent is
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caught up and it preaches a lofty ideal. The
author is singularly frec from communal bias
and has a pregressive outlook on life. A novel
like ‘Insan’ is of high educational value.”
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