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The Philosophy of the Gita and Sri Madhvacharya's
Place and Achievement as its Interpreter.

by
VIDYABHUSHANA

Dr. B. N. KRISHNAMURTI SARMA, M A. Ph.D.
Professor of Sanskrit,
RUPAREL COLLEGE, BOMBAY.

The Bhagavaagita takes rank among the great Scriptures of the world and
holds the admiration of the East and the West on account of the sublimity of its
idcas, the inimitable felicity of its expression, incredible simplicity of its language
and its passionate faith in universal Monotheism.  Without denying its universal-
ity of outlook or application, one may still study it in its strictly Indian milieu
to get atits central philosophy of life. The interpretation of its philosophy
by the Indian philesophers of the past, has then, a solemn right to be carefully
considered by all those, who want to study its teachings in the original-
Within India itsclf, it has been recognised together with the {Zpanishads and the
Brahmasuteas as constituting the Prasthanatrayi or Triple Source or Canon of
otthodox Hindu philosophy.

Like Samkara and Ramanuja before him, Sri Madhvacharya too, began his
philosophical career with a Bhashya on the Gira. It was his first philosophical
work.  The Gita-1atpuryanirnaya, as its companion volume, supplements the
interpretations of the Bhashya with additional arguments, authoritics, and dis-
cussions. It also discusses the general teachings of the Vedantasastra and the
interpretations of the Gita by other schools.

The interpretations of the Gita as of the Brahmasutras, by Samkara and
Ramanuja, have received wide publicity at the hands of many modern scholars.
But very little is known to a modern Indian about the views of Madhva.
Considering the remarkable originality, subtlety and richness of thought and deep
suggestiveness cf Madhva’s interpretations of this great text, it scems worth-
while to invite the attention of all those interested in enriching their religious and
philosophical lives and experience by reflecting on what an original Thinker and
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Teacher of mankind like Sri Madhva has to tell us about the teachings of this
great Scripture of India, to some salient features of his Bhashya.

It would however be necessary to provide a background of ideas about the
philesophical teachings of the Gita in respect of God and the world of Matter
and souls, to enable one to correctly appreciate the value and merit of Madhva's
new interpretations of the text from a fresh standpoint and assess the worth of
his achivement, in this direction. The best way to try to get at the philosophical
outline of the Gita teachings. is to apply the Upakramopasamhara-method, to
determine the general trend of its thought, which we shall do in the following
examination.

The Gita is evidently later than the Brahmasutras (See Gita xiii, 4). The
Sutras yield a Theistic system whose pivotal ideas may be stated to be the
reality of the world of matter and souls. the validity of our ethical codes,
their moral values and sanctions, the acceptance of the human personaiity
as a real centre of consciousness and activity, its plurality and its persistence
in release, God's government of the Cosmos at all times, His lordship over all
fiinite reality, His metaphisical Independence, Immanence and Transcendence for
all time. We shall now proceed to see how much natural support these basic
truths of Theism derive from the Gita.

Plurality of Selves and their Persistence in Release

This point receives attention even at the outset. The dramatic opening of
the Gita philosophy is made with an allusion to the cardinal principles of Theism=
viz. immortality of a multiplicity of souls and the Lord as their Ruler. T It is
natural to believe that this plurality has reference to the souls rather than merely
to their physical bodies alone, as Samkara has been eager to suggest in the
interests of his system of Ekatmavada and the identity of that Atman with the
Brahman2. Sure, “We cannot draw any conclusion about the ultimate nature
of the soul from an occasional singular or plural usage” (Radhskrishnan /nd. Phil
i. p. 551). But Samkara is the first who has tried to avoid the natural implication
of the plural usage. and explam it away, which meets w:th a rcbuﬁ and an

L :{e%nrg g arg a @ 3 sarfaar: |7 31 A ufow: 85 o (ii, 12) “@”
gains point only on Madhva’s exp]antat\on.
2. Cf. Rghzrggen Tgawd AARRIRIAIAOT |
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emphasis on the plural from Ramanuja® and Madhva.? However that may be
we are confronted with plural usages nof occasionally, but as a matter of course

in the beginning, middle and towards the close of the work: @34 3 §=7 7 afi33
as ‘knowers of Tatparyalingas might put it. Cf. =izi=ar, Targd,, afvzar: (i, 11)
qurarfzaad (v 16) gasw Areqafsa merara: (viii. 15, viii, 11, 21L) Af ear7=a 29rad
A9 (xiii, 7) S0 ATIAAT (xvidi, 6I) TZBRITL: (xvs 5)

Even if all these could be dismissed as casual and unintentional, we are forced
to swallow an inescapable doctrine of plurality of souls and the Supreme as theif
Transcendent Lord in xv, 16-18 which has tightly been emphasised by Madhva.
This Chapter, termed Purushottama Y oga, occurring right in the heart of the Gita
and 5o close on the heels of the Visvarupadarsana, where the Lord had just
communicated to Arjuna /2 camera, and in the most solemn confidence. the
highest vision of Himself, could at least be trusted to tell the highest truth and nothing
but the truth about the nature of the souls and their relation to the Supreme:

arfaat gedl @ @varey vy =

av: /i qafa Faeasar =9 o

IAA YFEIRIT THIHAEA: |

A g FaaHa o |
The verses clearly enunciate the difference between God and the souls (kshara)
that ate ex hypothesi many (Sarvani bhutani: The term bhutani must indecd refer
to Senticnt beings not only because they are spoken of as Purushas which
unquestionably denotes sentients heie as elsewhere: Z4t: ®3AMRL (xviii, 61)
but also because of established usages of the kind: @rq #ga qae fafaatad

(Chan. Up. referting to Brahman Cf. also r#l f3 nm{mwa Eﬂ’ﬁﬂ[-ﬂﬁiﬁ’l (Mbh.)
Apart from the propricty of the use of “Purusha”’, attention to the manner of
wording of the socalled “Purushottama-level” shows no trace of any conscious-
ness of a yet higher stage in the mind of its author, at the time of making so
momentous a declaratlon

Ly s, @izt R o W5 R SR AR g |
2. o il st R T3 afuiEAsh, 339 adar q el
T3 afaegegang | (Jayatirtha)
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s@isRa @F 3} T gfam: wAEa: (xv, 18)

TageAl IMEAIEAA FIFAL ARG (xv, 20)
Cf. also Gita (vi, 25-26 and ix, 4'. Krishna is emphatic that the distinction of
Purushottma holds good “within this world of expetience” @%) as well as in
Scripture (32 7). It is not thus, a mere popular view or an “opinion of the
world”, but the conclusion of the Veda and is true of the released state also cf.
IAGTARNIT: (Rg Veda x. 90. 2) and qRfeqaqsaaxxq Iaa: ges: (Chan. Up.
viii. 12, 2).  Purushottamatvaijnana, is thus the “Sastra-drshti”’ too as much as
it is the loka-drshti- This is conveyed in another statement of the Lord LS
HRENT T°: vx, 15 This superiority of the Lord consists not only in his Transcen-
dence, but in his active control fantaryamitva) of creatures referred to in xviii,
61 and illustrated in passages like SHAWAT (vii §) which means not so much
‘becoming the soul’ as vivifying it: GFAq f FI% 9197 A as explained by
that text itself, and many others: TTATFZT T WA TRAFAERTAT....ooovvovonens
xv. 13, “Jivabhuta” then, can only mean “life-giver” which is its root meaning.
This meaning is found in one of the thousand names of Vishnu: A fafar aeh
and in the Sruti from the Pancharatra, quoted by Madhva: ‘7 zfa wwraatsfaes-
A0 as well as in the Pancaratra text: ‘arq%areag&ﬂ ar S A quoted by
Samkara in his bhashya on Brahmasutra Gi 2- 42) which has been shown by

Ramanuja and Madhva to refer (10t to the human soul as understood by Samkara
but) to one of the Vyuha-forms of the Supreme. 1

Purushottama then is the highest concept reached in the Gita philosophy and
the keynote of its entire thought. The other parts of the text must therefore be
interpreted in strict harmony with this principal teaching. It is characterised by

Krishna himself as “the most precious doctrine” (&raa 311%9) and the summum
bonum of philosophic wisdom, the be-all and end-all of Sastra: ma=sar Ffzar-
FRIREIRTD ANE (xv, 20)  Indeed, cven Samkara so forgets himself or lays
aside for the nonce hls pet theory to such an extent here as to observe that |t

1. This is provcd even by the tail-end of the very text cited by by ‘Samkara:
JrAaAr 4d |d gl P frrara |
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(Purushottamayoga) is the quintessence not only of the Gila, but of the entire
Vedas and that it matks the terminus of the subject: aat fa MarrErg AR
QATEARE: | a H98 darerd 07 | (F1 A34 4309 22 efaa: b the face of
such plain-speaking of the father of Advaita itself, the special pleading of
Dr. Radhakrishnzn, that “even the Purushottama is imaginary, since there is in
Him an clement of not-self” (1) 1, fails to impress.
ii

The basis for a plurality of standpoints in the Gifa, being so slender, the
alleged presence of two conflicting views about the ultimate state, “one making
the freed soul lose itself in the impersonality of Brahman and the other, where
we possess and enjoy God, being lifted above all suffering and pain which are
the badges of subjection” (Radhakrishnan, I Phil. i, 578) can only be referred
to a misunderstanding of the real import of the cryptically worded passages *
descriptive of the goal of “Brahma-bhuya”.

The Giia however endeavours to 1esolve such doubts and give a proper
lead in matters of conflict, following the method of review adopted by the
Sutrakara.  Cf. Gita, i, 165 44-45; i, 2; v, 1-4; vi, 30.

The case for the fa niliar Absorptionist view of Moksha generally 1ests on
the following texts of the Gitu: WZAAFALL (iv, 10) Fwfaalog=zfa (i, 72)
TRNTIFEAT (v, 21)  Fafant sagnctm=sia (v, 24) 29e1 gaf{aing (v, 25)
AT 451 (xiv, 26) 1 Prfa | 9ETA (viii S).

The terms HZ19 and FFYA are obviously used as synonymeus. But for an
Advaitin, strictly speaking, absorption m Kiishna, the Saguna Brahman, could not
be decmed the highest Mukti of Z& 97, Elsewhere again, in xviii, 54, the “5m197"
is said to acquite highest devotion to Krishnal .

FA9A: aAFRr q aEfe q wiafy |
an; A4 A7 agie e aE
1. 1. Phil. i, p. 549.

2 The raison d’etre of such ayptic utterances in Sastra is furnished in the
Aitareya-Aranyaka G&fgar zq fz 3an, gaafz i, 4, 3).
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This shows how untenable is the distinction of higher and lower Mukti introduced
by Samkara. The true sense of amfaalnn a9, R=afy, T FoTd (xiv, 26)
is brought out by the otherwise redundant phraseology adopted in & it st
aerAIsiT=B iy (v, 24).  The 789 has no necd to attain gafalo over again!
The bliss of “Brahmanirvana” is said to lie in “abiding in Krishna*: afed faator-
qeai sedearafiasl (vi, 1S). This is most singular, as in Advaitic parlance
Brahmanirvana is represented as a far higher state than mere union with

Krishna,—who is at best, only a Saguna Brahmana! This lets the Advaitic
interpretation of thesc passages, completely down. In these circumstances,
phrases like AgTa, Aed*T............ can hardly make the freed souls “lose them-
selves in the impersonality of the Brahman”.?  They could only signify the final
resting of the self of man in the Supreme: afu+d+fazifea as the Taiiliriya
Upanisad puts it, SiRR7F% 3 g7 =f as the Bralmasutras G, 1, 19) put it
or g ﬁg 9 @A qa_‘z F 9{aq as the Gita (xi, 54) itself expresses it.
iii

Tho' the human souls resemble God in certain respects, many arc the points

of disparity between the two emphasised by the Gita, with a view to establishing

their ultimate distinction. These points (399fd) of contrast (3&1‘{{) could be
indicated as follows:
I. The Omniscience of God and the limited nature of human understanding:

ar=ag 37 gaifor 4 @ 3 wan (iv, 5)
3%1€ amdrfa aaarafy A |
afgeqrfr = aaifor ai g 37 T F49 (vii, 26)
Aar7aEq A2MART AEL (xv, 15)
PRI ¥ @ geRTa (x, 15)
2. The infinitude of God and the finiteness of the self:
. AFAEAAGAL (i, 22) 96T GEfEER ¥ ¥ (xii, 20)

. 3. The eternal freedom of the Deity and the need for divine grace in the
deliverance of the finite selves from the miseries of embodiment:

warEEiealy | dae wggal FgaEI |
1. Radhakrishnan, I, Phil. i, p. 578.



4. God is the goal while the souls are seckers after peace:
A\t av3adl grear fAmA (xvii, S5)

5. Heis the ground and basis of all—(314T7)
afy wafid Sag (vii, 7) @ 1§ A9 A afF (vii, 12)
afgwam A (i, 15)
6. He is the great Controller of creatures:
w: Efigiaaied T (xv, 16) A% &3 9997 (x, 8)
Sav: qAArT (xviii, 61)

7. He is the Creator, Prescrver etc., of all:
sEarfEfE A (x, 2)  s&on f 9fEEEa (v, 27)
FOURY ABIIRY (x, 70 &F A9z f@r (v, 4)
RATAA SER: gAY (ix, 10) Al #afuy e (vii, 7)

8 His all-pervasiveness and the atomicity of the self: ?
a9 gurAfd adsty 8a: (xi, 40)  fen: w3 ©Ap: (i, 24)
aAfgeaa qarara (xii, 1)

9. The special attention paid by the Gifa to theological matters like the
Ways of Exit (viii, 12-13; 23-24) and means of relecase and the description
of a special realm reached by the Muktas and the elaborate codes of Karma
conducive to it, would all be out of place, in a strictly Absolutistic scheme of
Moksha, conceived as a simple process of Avidya nivrtli, which when accom-

plished, automatically ushers in the dawn of monistic consciousness. There can be
no justification for the cclorful and elaborate details regarding the upward passage
of the knower (f339 =#FIfed:) the choice of the path (A1) and journey (cf. viii,
24) to a far of igoal (viii, 21) and so on.  The Advaitic philosopher has always
nursed an uncomfortable feeling of dissatisfaction with such dualistic trappings
as ‘exit” ‘journey’ and ‘way’ and Samkara makes no secret of his disapproval
1. The atomicity of the self is upheld in the Bralumasutras. As the Gita
presupposes the Sutras and as the atomicity of souls is a legitimate doctrine
of the Bhagavata system, it may be deemed to have been taken over
in the Gita without demur. It is admitted by many authorities that “the
Bhagavata religion was the immediate stimulus to the system of the Gita”.
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of such a Smarta scheme and its incompatibility with Mayavada.® Indeed, he
and his commentator Vacaspati have reversed the order of Sutras iv, 3, 7-14, of

which the last three as they now stand refer to the Jlfﬁ?ﬂﬁfs to the Supreme
Brahman,~sutras 7-11 opening with the purvapaksha of Badari that “gati-srutis”
must refer to the Lower Brahman. Samkara cuts the Gordian knot here, by
proposing to reverse the order to suit his view * Vacaspati defends his master
pleading that the sense-order is supetior to the mere text-order.® And he
roundly denounces Jaimini as a “blunderer” (sf@1972l) and praises Radari (the
alleged objector) as a ‘knower of truth: HFW}'EHP@:{Sﬁ wrar arafi: ""T‘?I"Jﬁﬁ
» .

sifafafifa faezg (v, 3, 7)  But so far as the Gita itself is concerned there is no

room in it for such fours de force in as much as it is stated dcfinitely that the
knowers of Brahman jonrney to the Brahman in the Uttaravana (viii 24%.
And there is no allusion to a higher Mukti.  This is the onc and only one:

THA ARy gq: (viii, 26)
iv
Attention may now be drawn to a telling instance of the Tatparyalinga of

Apurvata, supporting the thesis of difference between God and soul  An unwary
reader is apt to be thrown off his balance by the series of identifications beginn-

ing with arrfEeararag ﬁ?lﬁ'fj: qruEAEt 973 ctc But the context in Chapter X,
embodying a series of identifications, is in reply to Arjuna’s quety about ‘the
special forms of the Divine manifestations (Fgfdmm that an Upasaka may
concentrate upon, with advantage: ¥ F7 & @Ay FreRsfy wasaAr (xo 87)
The equations: AMJHTAAE 30 AMZAMET FAF4: cannot  therefore  establish any
identity of essence, in respect of some while leaving out others of the same
I @qeuaq | nergeeaa: | A% ek oo (v, 3-14).  wafd 6, we
Fal afa: A7 gran afaMewrtpmgeateaiy | G g e
H&ﬁa@qqér | FAAAATNTSINA (Samkara Brh. Up. Com.)
2. 3fecga: qaifn qauagafn wasegaafon Regraaaioat s mgesnErn -
faarfass ng nfagdt: afaarzalza | aageeem fiv, 3-14)

8. arzmarzEEAl FeAfR AE aEe AAi—a At
(Bliamati i, 3, 17)
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class, as identity does not admit of degrees, one cannot also speak of “greater”
and “lesser” degrees of it. in various objects. What is really meant to be con-
veyed is a certain amount of special or holy presence of the Supreme in certain
objects which may be chosen for adoration.  This is what Krishna has in mind in
saying 919Za1A7 99F4: This is clear from his exhortation: H?l?lef fagar: '{%ﬁq fafa-

qara 97 A3A1{99 (xi. 33) the full sianificance of which would be realised if
one contrasts the brilliant feats of courage and valor achicved by Arjuna against
the Kaurava hosts both at the Gogaraha and in the great war, with the dismal
defcat at the hands of a handful of highway robbers while escorting a bevy of
ladies of Krishna's harem, from Dvaraka to Hastinapura after the exit of the Lord
from the scenc of his carthly labors. The Vibhutyadhyaya then, far from helping
to establish any identity of the human with the Divine being, simply serves to
underline the complete dependence of all things of the world, physical psychical
or spiritual great or small. upon the Great Source of all. for every one of their
powers or marks of distinction. This is summed up in the solemn truth: 7 azfa

faar awarsqar ¥4 S99 ) (x. 39) Nothing exists in this vast world without
my aid.

The revelation of the Cosmic Form (Visvarupa) coming soon after this
declaration, whereby Arjuna is stricken with ¢holy fear” (ff®fla") and awed into
absolute surrender is an unprecedented way of bringing home to him and thro” him
to us, the utter insignificance of the Universe before God and its absolute
dependence on Him. A vision such as that, has GT‘{%HT in the fullest sense of the
term—Krishna himself asserting that the like of it has never been shown to
another: %A #7519 7 ZuTH (xi, 47) FAEL T @F FAd 77 97 FE
(xi, 48) ZEAMARY AT 29T (xi, 53).  There is thus cent per cont Apurvata in  the
conviction of difference and dependence of the souls on God produced in the
mind of Arjuna after seeing what he had seen of the Lord in His Cosmic
Aspect.  The purpose of the Visvarupadhyaya, is thus unquestionably the vindi-
cation of the doctrine of Difference taught by Theistic Commentators like
Ramanuja and Madhva. Had the contrary thesis of identity “been intended to
be conveyed by Krishna, he should c¢ither have appeared before Arjuna in the
guise of his alter-c 2o or double so that the at first puzzled Arjuna may eventually
realise their mutual identity or clse have chosen some other way of conveying



the message of identity. But the means actually resorted to by Him, of shooting
forth into a Vishvarupa of such awful and Titanic dimensions and super-cosmic
aspect, was not only most inappropriate but what is worse has had the opposite
effect of striking Arjuna dumb with holy fear and making him an inveterate incorti-
gible and irreclaimable Theist for life. Prof. Rudolph Qtto is the only medern
interpreter of the Gita who has been able to appreciate this true significance of
the description of the Theophany in chapter Xl. See his Original Glte p 141 Tr.
Turner, Unwin Ltd. London 1939

This intense spiritual awakening called forth by this realisation of truth, wrung
from his heart and soul a profound Theistic reorientation of every sort and species
of ‘monistic or quasi-monistic” thought, utterance or feeling and rise to the highest
level of mystic intuition that God is the ONE AND ONLY INDEPENDENT
REALITY made him that comprises all #Ms%] ¥ 433 w3 &7 1 a4 @arafy adishy aq:
{xi. 40) and that Quo comparata, nec pulchra sunt, nec bona sunt, nec sunt’’*
This higest point of Thesim has furnished Madhva and other Theists with an
unfailing “open - sesame” in respect of many a monistic - looking or monisticaily-
worded passage. That the author of the Gita has no attraction for a Pantheistic
solution is clear from many of his warnings:

ag vAfy aifafe 7 =12 A9 A afy (vi, 12)
geerfy gagarfy q = Asafua (i, 4)

v

That the highest form of Moksha envisaged by the Gita, is not one of
absorption of individual consciousness in the Brahman terminating in a Void, but
a conscious Jife of bliss @  SmATZERAT H@H%qqﬁﬁ (v, 21) freed from all
further meshes of transmigration, which however go on in the case of a host
of unreleased souls in Samsara, is scen from

zd FGAIEa W AR |
AAsy AGAAA g7 T AR T U (xiv, 2)

L As compared with Him, they are nelther falr, nor good nor are — — St.
Augustine.
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This verse is shot theo' anld thro' with Theistic significance. The use of
the plural in the state of the great Beyond, where the released souls are said
to be exempt from the process of creation and dissolution, for ever afterwards,
even as God himself is and has been, bears out two important facts viz.,
that (1) the world-cycle goes on as usual in the case of the other souls who
are still in bondege which proves that the souls are many and distinct and
that the release of onc or more does nof mean the release of all and that
(2) these released too, are not merged and dissolved in the absolute; but
possess and enjoy a personal existence of their own® with the full knowledge of
their deliverance  The possibility of their coming again within the ambit of
creation, dissolution etc., that is denied in the above verse. can arise only in the
event of their having a separate existence of their own. Thus, in exempting them
once and for all from any further connection with the world process, the Gita
could thus be clearly seen to assign them an individual existence (albeit in close
communion with God) afterwards with a guarantee of “no return” to Samsara:
arger 'Fﬁ?q ........ HTHEIFH qererd: viii, 1S, Otherwise, the praise intended to
be accorded to the released state [cf. Samkara also: F@arFara & = -

F1% AR 957 FAMSA HArA 7 =797 Y would fall flat and Moksha lapse
into a state of blank forgetfulness of self.

It is significant in the present case. that the state of release is designated as
one of parity or resemblance (FITWZ—H\; of attributes (such as in the first inst-

ance of non-liability to (further) Samsara and not as one of “sameness” ar FI&ETAT

as Samkara is anxious to hold: #® G7Rsyera aryey FFEIATT | Sadharmva is nof
the proper word to denote “Svarupata” and the Lord could not have failed to use
the precise word, had He intended to convey identity | Samkara’s rendering of the
verse is thus extremely forced and partisan.  The reason he assigns for taking
this sense, is even more curious and involves a petitio principiic AANRATRTT-
qarara Marsirer | The discussion on grfARY. ... would show the untenability
of such an argument- Still, one should have thought that the Kshetrajna (i. e: Jiva)
and lsvara were always understood to be different from each other in Advaita
and that identity was to be claimed only with the Nirguna of Suddha-Brahman. It
is no use also to try to escape the difficulty by suggesting that the Moksha

*, The plural “Sadharmyam agatah” in the state of release., equally indicates the
plurality among the released themselves!
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represented in Gita xiv, 2, in terms of (Saguna)-brahma-sadharmya”, is only a
lesser one. This familiar stunt of the Indian Monist, is ruled out in xiv. I which
purports to teach “once more, that supreme and highest wisdom after knowing
which there is nothing more left to be known”:
1 Asz afysraty agarEage: |
FEREAr g AN AT 1)
According to Advaitic theory, the Saguna Mukti referred to here, would still be
a long long way from ultimate relcase. But the Gita knows nothing of a Para
Mukti in Samkara’s sense
vi
Last, but not the least, we come to an equally telling instance of (minda)-
arthavada the last of the Tatparyalingas, in support of the belief in the reality
of the world of difference between God and the souls, towards the close of the
Gita wherein (1) the doctrine of the unreality of the world and (2) the claim of
oneness or identity with God, appear to be strongly denounced as heresies of
Asurisampat. and its advocates and believers threatened with divine displeasure
leading to Hell:
SqATAafE 3 TR g
N N
SANSEAE WP o |
g fgea: ~a=gary ATEAT L 14
fearsgsaasmrargdeds Afag 19
ol Afaraar gar J=afy Fafa
AT FNeAa a) Aeaar g xvi o 20
The opening line here would appear to allude to the Buddhist and Advaitic
views of the status of the world. The difference between the “Maya” of Advaita
and “Samvrti” of Buddhism is more nominal i. ¢ terminological than real or
factual. The contention that the Advaita dees not, like the Bauddha, dismiss the
world as an absolute unrecality (§=%)but as Mithya i. e. as a tertium quid has
obviously no critical value as not even the Buddhist or for that matter no
! It is not therefore clear how or why Dr. Radhakrishan could say in the

face of this, that the Gita is not aware of Buddhism. Besides, the Gita knows

the Brahmasutras also (xiv. 4) and these sutras clearly refute Buddhistic
sunyavada etc.,



philosopher worth the name, as pointed out by Jayatirtha)® would care to reject
the world in which he lives, moves and has his being, as totally fictitious having
not even an apparent existence or dispute its “phenomenal” or “Vyavaharika,,
status even. The term “@Tg:" in the text also precludes such a possibility ~ The
criticism of the Buddhist attitude to the world applies then with equal force to the
Advaitic view, also. It cannot therefore be contended that the text is intended
to establish just some sort of “Vyavaharic réality” to the world which is supposed
to be denied by the Buddhist. We have clear proofs that the Buddhists accept
the Vyavaharic reality of the world. Hence the criticism must necessarily be taken
to establish the “paramarthika-satyatva” of the world, and nothing Zess.

The term “lsvara” similarly seems to signify something more than merely
“competent”. It signifies the Divine Being in continuation of that sense from
xvi, 8. This sense is to be found in several other places in the Gita both earlier

and later: JAAARASHET (v, 6) fauedsnm Tav (xv. 17) a8 Ge®RA, (xiiis 27)

A ARG (ix, 15) BARNE T2 (xv, 20) AHCTHRIAAT: (xv, 8) Su: WY
(xvi 6) A vague and limited assumption of rulership or competence of some sort
cannot merit such extreme penalty and anathema as are visited upon persons of
Asuric temperament (xv, 19-20).
vii

The foundations of Theism being thus so securely laid in the Gita, the charac-
ter of the human soul as a 7eal agent in his own sphere, and as the architect of his
own fortune, would have to follow as a corollary. In these circumstances, the
Advaitic view of the self as inherently inactivc and being operative only under
the spell of Ignorance, would appear to be out of tune with the spirit of the teach-
ings of the (rita. It can give no support to the theory of Adhyasta-kartrtva
(@aiafﬁiiﬂ) in Samkara’s sense. It is due to a confusion of thought and a failure
to distinguish properly between independent activity and real activity. The Gita
does not tell us anywhere that we are nof real agents but assume agency unde’
the spell of Maya. Far fromit. The text:

Y q AAEATsE ISl AeArasaryweg gifka vararard |
Jayatirtha, Vadavali
Cf. the threefold classification of reality into Parikalpita-satya fimagined)’
partantrasatya (caused natures) and parinishpanna-satya (metaphysical real)in

Buddhistic (Yogachara) thought., S. Radhakrishnan 1. Phil. i p. 636-8.
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aad afy FARAHA F4S g A |

saFTafEard 7 & awafd: ZAf 1 (xviii, 16)
could not be construed as denying real agency of any kind to the soul. Apart
from the futility of Sastraic (moral) law, its injunctions and prohibitions in such
a case (already raised in the Brahmasutras I 3.33), there is the immediate diffi-
culty of reconciling such a position with the general admission of causality to the

five factors named in the preceding text: a7y qea B (xviii, IS) which include
the soul designated roundly as DOER: @7 &t 1 Even a cooperative activity of
all the factors, could not be conceived in the absence of some measure of individ-
ual activity in cach of the co-operating factors! The second verse: o afg Fawar-
WIq #3% g 4 | cannot therefore, be made to negative real activity to the self-
The conditional form would have no sense if “kevalam” should mean “inert™
55 =o1%a as Samkara takes it. The text is thus properly interpreted only as

emphasising that the soul's activity is not independent of the other four factors
but only in conjunction or co-operation with them. But we frequently think other-
wise and take upon ourselves the sole credit for our acts. The dependence of
human effort and activity on the grace and will of God is specially to be stressed

and so has it been in 77 JA1A gAY and more personally and intimately in:
CREERE 8 qﬁﬁa fafwanra w3 fxi, 33) That the author of the Gita is not
prepared to rule out the merest activity of the self as a pure myth and a delusion-
is easily scen from His own repeated and unashamed exhortations to Arjuna to
cast off his foolish doubts and feverish fancies. and fight like a man:

oA A FR AN F %A g AT (i 3) 7erea fAuds (i, 30) e ard (i, 18)
3fvg 73 Fafa: (i 37) 3813 399Fa (i 38) «ifamiig (v 42) #ar gafed
wify Arsafier 23997 («i, 34) 5433 fagar: qaia ffeara 93 (xi. 33) This effecti-
vely disposes of the familar Advaitic interpretion put on:

7 13 AR gwa M HeAY EAR |
Za & 7 A ara efiq 7 gead | (ii, 19)

* Vide Gitavivrti of Raghavendra Svami. Dr. Radhakrishnan too departs from
Samkara’s rendering “kevalam’” in xviii, 16, as ‘sole” doer and not as “pure self”
according to Samkara.
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by Samkara and his school denying all activity to the self in reality and attributing
all activity to the play of Avidya and FIANAA. I this had been the true meaning

of the Lord His own pompous exhortations to Arjuna: #4T §3 @ g ar safogr

7% | would be most bathetic indeed! We cannot seriously believe that Sri
Krishna, who had taken Arjuna into his confidence and displayed the Visvarupa to
him and had reccived such platitudes and homage from him as the Supreme Brah-
man and who had also a while ago, claimed omnisience and divinity of the highest
description. had himself lapsed into blank Avidya the next moment and claimed
activity of killing the entire Kaurava force: Faa3 Faar: '{&ﬁﬁ' (xi. 33) forgetting
his nature as fas®® fafwma 739 and worse still, calling on Arjuna to “kill his
enemies” AfE, 7917 all-forgetful of His own sapient comment and ‘Vedantic ideal of

ara gf+3 T 8793 | Nay, it cannot be

Again. apart from even Krishna’s own precepts and examples, what conclu-
sion are we to draw from Arjuna’s last assurance to his Teacher that his doubts
had  vanished and that he would do His bidding? And what docs he actually do?
What else, but fight and kill? Where then does this all leads if not to the theory
of the dependent activity of the Jiva, derived from the Supreme Power which is
brought out by Madhva and his Commentator Jayatirtha, most clearly in their
comments on xviii, 16 : FFAsFIASH enfamifad £33 3217 | Fgr@=a 9 FEAEI-

A - s - .
A a vgfafafiezaeaq | (Gitabhashva) ®arfiz fafiaafiasss afy fae Brarearssa-
FHOT FJq AAT A ST | A 9| SAATT FRAHFERIA | e ARz fagar we-
garzrAaar aargewar earaear w4t 208 q@q  (Prameyadipika, p. 897, Ananda

Press Edn., Madras). Such then, are the truc trends of thought in the Bliagaval
Gita.

Turn we now to Madhva's achicvement as an Interpreter of the Gita. The first
thing that strikes a reader of his Gitabliashya, is its terseness and brevity. Only
such verses of the Gifa as are philosophically important or are found to be tersely
worded or have 10t been correctly or adequately explained by his predecessors,
have been taken up by him for elucidation. This is in marked contrast with the
performance, particularly of Samkara, who is seen to comment on almost every
verse of the Gita and every word of it, including the most obvious ones, splitting
and cxplaining even the most common-place compounds and derivatives like
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flifea, nfzq, =g or phrases like Afia=a wafd; Qzg=afkgq. There is thus
much that is mediocre and uninteresting in the vain verbesities of these older
commentaties which Madhva set himself to avoid and eschew. In Ramanuja, we are
hardly allowed to see the wood for the trees. His inflated style almost smothers
the text. In contrast to both, Madhva’s Bhashya stands out as a model of what
a true Gitabhashya should be—a Sastra work, interpreting only difficult words
and passages and elucidating only knotty points of text and interpretation and
doctrinal or metaphysical issues, in the clearest, briefest terms.  When one recalls
Bhoia's caustic comment on commentators:

zald 7adia afg=eld werafcgfahn
rquricafy frgf fazafy s, amarfzs: @
sFaAsgrEAf e agfised 36 aead
Amfafy aegfagaza: @dsfa deEa: |

and how perilously some of the existing commentaries on the Gita threaten to
answer to it, one feels really proud and happy to see in Madhva, a Commentator
of the right type who seems to thrive on difficulties which beset others, and who
welcomes and solves them with an almost uncanny insight into the mind of the
author of the text He does not waste /i$ time or ours on splitting of trivial
compounds, or word for word explanations. which should more  properly be left
to minor fries of Tippanikaras. Whatever compounds Madhva has split in
his Gitabhashya show a decided improvement in sense and significance at his
hands, over those of others”. It is no exaggeration to say that he has lighted up
every compound or isolated expression of the original that he touches upon, with
new, unsuspected and edifying significance Vide: T51aI7; %ﬂ}ﬂnhﬁmr:, AR, FATS-
2q:; GRAMEA:; AR, YORIAIAE; HAGAARI; QACZAATAE; SRAEY R
waread & (xi, 2) and isolated expressioas like ¥ (ii, 10T (ii, 14) sxarfaa- (i, 18)
qESH: 8Y 93 9ER A4 (x, 6) A (i, 47) FETA (i, 52) 79 (i, 3)

At the outset, Madhva emphasises the philosophical relation of the Gita to:
the Epic which is an esoteric document of divinely intuited truths: * ¥ AT -
I WEMIRAETRAH Hence, the main subject-matter of the Gila too, must be

the nature and | majesty of God: Fﬁlaqﬂkﬂfiqq{[ I all othcr contents of the

1 Vide the views of ]nanesvara, in this connection.
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text re. Matter and souls and means of release etc., being relative to it (ATG¥F).
While other commentators had missed this central thought of the Gita and
stiuggled with 1ts interpretation in terms of such problems as whether its central
teaching was pure Karma. o1 Jnana or Bhakti or Jnanakarmasamucchaya and so on,
Madhva resolutelv stuck to the highest perspective of the Gita viz. God Himself
in the first instance and at the highest level. Whatever <Ise it might contain, is only
subsidiary to this end. The goveining thought (Mahatatparya) of the Gita as indeed
of the entire Vedasastia, according to him is thet God is the ONE INDEPEND-
ENT TRANSCENDENT CUM IMMANENT REFERENCE OF THE ENTIRE
UNIVERSE.  He is immgnent in each individual and in every particle of Matter
and sustains them at cvery point and stage of their evolution and life. This great
truh is shown by him to run thro” the teachings of the Gita as their warp and
woot and give meaning and significance to everything else it teaches. It is the
master-key to the understanding of its secrets, its enigmas and generalisations.

We hear also the vibrating call of his metaphysical ldeology that everything
in hinite reality, daives its existence 1eality  knowledge, activity etc. from the
One Source ot all existence 1eality, knowledae and activity: azlaaardifa-
93087 a thesis which iv 1epeatedly stressed by him in every one of his later
works.  The text from the Bhaeavata Gi 10,12): -

559 FA A B@H FIAE) S 07 T |
T2gmea; afva a afq 2zt |

which forms the cerner-stone ot his thought, is already found cited here with all the
tar-reaching metaphysical inplications which it has for him.  We also find here,
decisive anticipations of his own distinctive interpretations of certain crucial
sutras of Badarayana which were later on elaborated by him in his Brahmasutra-

bhashya and other works (cf. his references to the principle of Gunopasamhara
in the interpretation of the Sutras. and the specific sense in which sutras such as

AAAFRAIEAIT (i, 3 30) AAATA FAEEA (in, 3 12) TNEAHAGT: (1, 4.0
YANIH 77 7 (i, 3, SO)the conception of Jivas as an Amsaor Piatibimba of God. of
sEgE1araar (G. B xiii, 2) of the different kinds of Uadh|s of Jivas including a
facanarfy, the classification of FAFF into 7% and oﬂag and their scope and
bearings on HANGIA, the untenability of WI1ZT as a means of 1ealisation (G B.
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xviii, 12 the doctiine of Taratamya in Sadhanas and bliss in Moksha (ii 52) and
the interpretation of Advaitic texts such as ¥aradia; a3 arreazafa; BO\CE ST:;," B
arfaed (i, SO) etc.

»

Madhva finds his favorite mctaphicﬁl ideology of the knowledge of the Brah-
man as the true and ultimate source of all being and becoming of the finite universe
and of every activity and functioning or form of expression of matter and souls,
most revealingly taught in the VII chapter of the Gita significantly termed the
Chapter of Jnana and Vijnana Yoga.

The texts ¥ FEeq FT@: 997: IHHF4T (vii, 6) and FASEATT F=AT (vii, 8)
and others of their kind, are shown to embody a far deeper philosophical  conce-
ption of Brahman’s causality of the world at cach successive stage or aspect of
the evolution of matter o1 the lives of souls, than is apparent on the surface. We
have only to contrast the explanations of Samkara under vii, 6 FFar=a8 SEfI: FR0r
FIGAAT WAISE FAEd W4T | IEERGITONE A0 w0 wih that
of Madhva to realise its arave philosaphical limitations  Samkara’s  explanation
amounts to this that while the two Prakritis mentioned in vii,4 and 5 arc lone
dependent on God, the origination. existence. functioninz and disintegration  etc .
of the entire Universe in and thro” its various stages of development, flow from
the nature of the Prakritis themselves, once they are brought forrh by God and are
in themselves independent of God. It is to correct this unphilasophic view  that
Madhva emphasises that God is not only the sonice of the Piakritis, but that He
is also directly the source of the causality of Prakriti towards its cvolutes and
their subsequent forms of manifestations See what a profsund observation it is that
he makes under this text: 433 FAGAAR:  HeorarE 947 At (1 This is
precisely the teaching of the Upanishad 7337 aRarquIfanT 474 fHz9 a5 asraaq
{Taitteriya) So fully imbued is Madhva with the spirit of this teaching, that he
reiterates it every now and then in his Bralmasutrabhashva a3 83 fiay ﬁﬂ'ﬂ~
FFATF: 9NIAT | v 77 KEARE: FFL ATARAT 11 That he reqarded this as the
essence of the teachina of the Gilais clear from his iteration of it under ii, SO
@A ‘ax arwazafy sraf avdaasifafa | e FARAT P07 1 and clse
where in the Sutrabhashvia: IEATFIE A afiopea, a-1Rmafqamsar A9 e
Sl AT 1|
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Whether one accepts Madhva as a divinely appointed Teacher come to
awaken the world to the fulness of Divine Majesty Immanence and Transcendence,
or looks on him as a areat Thinker who discovered a new thought-curient in the
Gita and other basic Scriptures of his ccuntry and wanted to give it a powerful
expression for the spiritual benefit of his fellowmen, one cannot fail to be impres-
sed by the dizzy heights to which taetch he has taken us in the conception of
God's Transcendence and the deep levels of His Immanence which he has revealed

to us by his analysis of the subject.

The idea that God is the tiue and ultimate source of the very existence,
reality knowledae and activities nay, of even the very natures and  characteristic

properties of everything in the Universe {cf 774 FA A FEAFANA 707 7| 77
wga: Afed (Bhacawatalis most profoundly brought cut by Madhva from the

passages: valsEaTT FYer warfi A |
x x x x vii, 8-10.

His commentary on the vetses shows the illimitable extent of Divine Immanence:
wAAS A7 07 | Al sl Api e = AEmAsh fems: |

a A fammraag) wify: aaverfyafy st “gop “eavgenfz Bomest: |
Tayatirtha brings out the penctrating sionificance of Madhva’s stand heic. by the
counter-illustration  of weavers and other craftsmen whose creative efforts are
directed to the production of certain products and donot extend to their properties
(aunas) of color taste or smell etc., or the charactetistics of these qualitics them-
selves such as rupaton. eandhatva.  These are contingent on the characteristics
of the objects themselves. Not so in the case of God, whose causality applics as
much to the biinging into being of the objects as to endowing them with their
specific propertics and conditioning the essential characteristics of those propertics
themselves! It is to bring home to us 7his point that the Lord teaches Arjuna that
He is “taste in the waters, manhood in men, intelligence of the intelligent, strenath
of the strong and life in all existence” (vii, $~10).

It is because of this all-penetéatrhg immanence and mivaniakatva of God thag
the Scriptures sometimes identify Him with the Universe as a whole, in a large
metaphysical sense.: a7 Afeag s aswrfafy g 39/ed 1| That such an identi-
fication includes the insentient reality too, in its sweep, would show that it must be
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understood in a highly specialised sense and from a mystic point of view rather
than in a flat and ordinary sense. Again and again Madhva shows us in his
Gitabhashya the correct approach to such august teaching of the Sastra

T e x  x x| 830Aq AR andlAadregfawar A g o
&9 | IHfz—

We have already observed that Madhva is able to find more consistent and
commensurate explanations of many crucial verses of the Gita which have not
been satisfactorily explained by his predecessors. To quote a few instances: The
line faca: qiﬂﬂ:ﬂf‘i}{ﬂasq garaq: (i, 24) describing the nature of the self has
not been properly accounted for by Ramanuja (1) The term “Sarvagata” would
appear to go against the atomicity of the self established in the Bralmasutra
(cf. i, 3. 21) according to Ramanuja. (2} Notwithstanding the doctrine of
immortality of the soul, the statement in i+ 19, ar4 effg 7 B3 | i literally
understood, would be difficult to reconcile with the statement of Krishna himself
in xi, 34, where Arjuna is asked to kill those whom the Lord has already slaip.
This demands an explanation not forthcoming foum the other commentators.  (3)
The preamble to Samkara’s and Ramanuja’s explanation of ii, 26. is most impro-
bable. The former’s view that the veise supposes {or arqument’s sake that the Jiva
is impermanent, is amusing and so is Ramanujajs attempted explanation on the
presumption of the body itself being reqarded as the Atman here, after the clear
establichment of their distinction in ii. 22, (4) The term “Asat” in ii 16, has not
been adequately interpreted by Samkara or Ramanuja.  The former treats it as
equivalent to the opposites of heat and cold (sharsomrza:)  which are arbitrarily
dubbed as “Asat” (unreal), in which case the question of “enduring” them will not
arise.  The latter takes “Asat” to mean ‘bodies” constituted by Acit. But the Acit
is as much areality in Ramanuja’s philosophy as Cit. both being adjuncts to
Isvara. These explanations are therefore far from happy or natural. (5) The
Bhashyas of Samkara and Ramanuja have not resolved the apparent contradiction
noticeable between the attitude to the Veda taken up in a‘I“ﬂﬁWl’ F7T: (i, 45)and
AAAT A ... (ii» 46} on the onc hand andin %(%%1 TIERT AT (xv, 15)
Here, Samkara limits the scope of the Vedas (ii, 40) to the world of Traigunya
alone, while Ramanuja opines that even amongst the Vedas the Mumukshu should
take up such things as are conducive to Moksha and leave out the rest of its teahcings
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a4 33g Afwer oo 237 eard ey a1 ARfaRft @ Aearna-
safafwgadad; FAMFT (Desika) which presumes that the Vedas have two

kinds of truths to propound which is opposed to the Lord’s declaration in xv, 1§
cd) (6) No good reason has been given by Samkara for the Lord’s referring to
himself in ii, 12. Ramanuja explains it as an illustration to establish the eternity of
souls.?  Madhva while accepting the explanation and working out the syllogism *
derives from it one other corollary that the Jivas arc the Pratibimbas of lsvara
(metaphysically dependent} which he applies to the interpretation of certain
difficult verses which follow:

ATfEA i (ii, 18)

A og AR EAN L (ii, 10)

oo wauAEmRaEIsT (i, 24)

ArsFazaly #5a (i, 20)
In all these cases an explanation in terms of Rimbapratibimbabhava. between God
and soul. gives qreater significance to the declarations. Thus accordine to Madhva,
the Tiva is “aprameya” (i 18) not in himself but s a Pratibimba of the Supreme,-
that the belicf in his killing another or heing  killed by another is a misplaced ane
in so far as God Himself is the One Independent Person who does anything in

fact and the reference to Tiva's killing is a sccondary one resting on Pratibimbakriya
which is Bimbadhina. The same fiqure is applicable to the interpretation of

farm, AanA-Fam- and STzl The occurrence of HATTAIRY ﬁiﬁﬂﬁ TFT: x X
strepal A9 in the Katha Upanishal(i,2-7) in an obviouslv Brahma-prakarana

Vof D q, FEARGRE AEArd A 11 Farmstnasy g s
Fary AaraAAaf | AR (Jayatirtha)

¢ g ddr: wARAT T 2fy qra deme a9g waee Aasr srrAshy faear o3fy
ReFRT: | U AR B SRAT GUEIE T 97 areArfaE ofy wnaaasEty gdEan

" St TERAIgeAAAE —a Ay | g fe aaaeg g T
83 Sarfars f5er: | See Jayatirtha for two lines of inferential judgment based
on this: 8@ 7 ANq8: FOErE fMewd = 4 Al areaf gardaa A | zAR-

@ afyeafy | 1 g gl fafeereaa 7 @afa argaeaar AndEfere- 2
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gives strong support to Madhva’s interpretation of it sere in the Gita in terms of
the Parabrahman as the Bimba of Souls.

The Gitabhashya of Madhva discloses a remarkable fact that alrcady while
writing it, the Acharya had collected or was in possession of a vast mass of
authoritics and interpretative literature of a very wide range. which he breught to
bear on its interpretation.  The range and extent of these authoritics and the
clinching nature of the evidences furnished by them in favor of his line of intei-
pretation of the Sastias. show that he had by his enerey and scholarship discovered
an old and forgotten line of rigorous Theistic intetpretation and focussed attention
upon it, by his writings.

That many of these works cited by him are not nwtw available can  neither
detract their validity nor impugn his bona fides in citing them.  No doubt. some
laterday critics of Madhva, like Appayya Dikshita, have tried to discredit his
interpretations on these grounds. But hard words break no bones.  There are
many prima facie grounds that render it probable that these citations are genuine
and not faked, This is a major problem by itself and should be  taken up as such.
One may however draw attention to a tew interesting points which throw a
favorable light ontheissue. A comparison of the sources cited in the Gitiibhashve
and the Gita-Tatparya (which latter is admittedly a later work) shows that the
Brahma-Tarka, one of the source books of Madhva trom which he makesf requ-
ent citations in his Bralmasutrabhasya, ishwidoltoanirnava and the Gila-
tatparya, has not been quoted at all in the Gitabhashya, which we all know, was
the very first philosophical work of Madhva. One can safely infer form this that
Madhva had either not yet come across the work or made vse of it while writing
his first work.  This means that he was at no time sailing under false colors, that
he tock pains to collect materials to reinforce his line of interpretations and make
use of them as and when he came across them  His own remarks in his Maha-
bharata-Tatparyanirnaya (i, 7 8" would bear out that he was a patient collector
of materials, as much as any conscientious modern researcher Some of the untrace
able texts bear an unmistakable stamp of genuinencessinteferiing to names of certain
iuterlocutors figuring in the passages Cf. ‘AE[37 97 Few¥aq ﬁﬁafﬁﬁcﬁ z{d AT |
or in citing just so much of a preceding quarter of a hemistich and a succeeding
quarter as to cover a given point: Cf. under ii, 62 x  x  x x qEdlEg |

AR T [ ARG || FAT A RSB | A 9% | A T
zeray Giii, 17). ‘
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Or again, the passage from Vyvasasmrti: -’g&'ﬁuaﬂfaﬂr# Hfi—;ﬁﬁﬁqrﬁﬁi’ﬁ \
cited in support of his interpretation of the term “Samkhya” (i, 39). The Vyasa-
smrli is a work frequently cited by him. It is not now extant. The Smriti work
current by that name, is not the work that he cites. But the identical text
from the non-extant Vyasasmrti of Madhva, has been cited in the Vishnu-
sahasranamabhashya (Verse 10) attributed to Samkara.  lrrespective of whether
this Samkara is an carlier cr a later one, this agreement throws further light in

favour of Madhva.

On a large number of crucial verses, we have from Madhva, far better inter-
pretations than those attempted by others. These prove his mettle as an Inter-
preter.  For example, he links araar fyaasaray arara fad |a: which is otherwise
hanging loose in the context, with the inferential judgment of the Anaditva of souls
in ii, 12, as furnishing the necessary illustrations in point. Here “Asat” signifies
Prakrti (on the sound authority of Bhagavata i, 2. 3) It is eternal, not being
subject to destruction (abhava) In the second half, the Brahman is cited as
another example of an cteinal substance that knows no destruction (abliava). The
repetition of the term “abava” in ii. 16 ab, is on account of special interest in the
matter (adara)  The explanation is certainly an improvement on those of Rama-
nuja and Samkara  Bal Gangadhar Tilak, is however mistaken in thinking that
Madhva takes “Asat” to mean “bodies” and ticats them as eternal.?

wrAreqsie] AT SROrPIT AT |
srarar Ay seareaifeafiae wva || Gi 14).

is another pregnant verse of the Gita, whose full sianificance has been missed by
other commentators. Their explanations are flat and unimpressive and amount to a
truism that contacts of sense-organs with abjects cause pleasure and pain  This enti-
rely fails to take note of the particle “T” that is found in the text. Madhva infuses

1 of. aft o1 BT 2zaadla 92N Agem A oy Arda wmud Afer g, o\ g2 02
A7 AVHIA FI9T EIF IR | U srear 30A7 Aed) Anag qa faa arfaAr Iq
Ardl, w fra 3 7at afwa o wd s fag N | Al "reafiE gar A
F3il SR € arasi=ar sa A qEIeaidie T AwE 99 g

;1"1"6'1 ‘Iﬁiyf\aw R pp. 26-27 Sri Bhagavadgita, Marathi Translation. and
Commentary by B. G. Tilak. Vol I. Poona 1924.
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a challenging significance into the particle and arrives at a new interpretaion which
gives the passage an altogether new turn: WWFW?F@ A7 ﬁ@‘iﬂlﬁ’ﬁgzﬁﬂz ¢

The question elicits an answer in the negative and brings in an ellipsis that it is nos
the mere contacts that cause pleasure and pain; but contacts inspired by personal
attachment (FFHATA) of the percipient towards the things experienced. It is this
attachment that lies at the root of all sensations of pleasure and pain. Madhva
shows this by an analysis of the experiences of Waking, Dream, Sushupti
and Death, and concludes that it is the contact of the objects accompanied by
the false sense of attachment to the body as “mine”, thatis responsible {or the
reactions. So then. one who frees himself from such attachment. would never be
affected by such reactions. Madhva’s exposition of the part played by attachment
or Abhimana, as a vital factor of our life of pleasure and pain. is thus, something
more thkn a mere verbal correction of his predecessors’ interpretations. It gives us
the correct psychological clue' to the understanding of the passage in all its
bearings. He also gives a more pertinent rendering of “Matra” as sensc-objects
(famar:) instead of “senses” (Zf*zarfA), on the authority of recorded usages, as in
Bhagavata x. 87, 2.

Some of the interpretations of Samkara and Ramanuja look tame and pointless
by the side of Madhva’s more telling and pointed ones. A few examples at
random, may be given.

() s=ara=aznars g W |
TArAAnArgs argmara afvzAr |

Samkara renders the first quarter: Thou grievest for those whom thou should not
grieve for”.  This involves a logical defect of “Asiddhasya anuvada” (saying
something that is to be proved) as pointed out by Jayatirtha. The term “Prajna-
vada” has been literally understood as “wise words” by both Samkara and Rama-
nuja, which Madhva shows to be entirelv misplaced, and opposed to the context.
The Lord docs not certainly approve of Arjuna’s grief for Bhishma and others.

T cf. “If a thing is not loved, no quarrels will arise concerning it, no sadness will
be felt if it perishes, no enemy if another has it. in short, no disturbances of the
mind” Spinoza De Intellectus Emendations, quoted p 148, Gita, Translation
& Notes, S. Radhakrishan 1948.
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The proposition WIMTAEFAQT:  has then, to be read the other way about:
A AsWEI: to yield a proper judgment: Those for whom you have
grieved are'nt fit to be grieved for, so grieve not. Even so, the second proposi-
tion too, should be read: @iz WY A FATATSA 7 AONA—The words you
have spoken are sapient words  So speak them not. Thisis the only way in
which the Lord’s admonition to Arjuna could be rightly understood. Even suppos-
ina that Arjuna regarded his speech beginning with %’?H’ S ST X X X X
to be words of wisdom, it would be inappropriate for the Lord who is criticising
him for his stand, to compliment him for his words. It would thus be clear that
GSMHTAT is not to be taken at its face value but as “randmetgaarfa “according
to your own distorted light”, as has been done by Madhva  The formation of
this compound and its svntactical implications have been fully explained by Taya-
tirtha (in his Pramevadipika) who makes out a good case for accepting Madhva’s
explanation of YSIAIT in preference to those of Samkara and Ramanuja. It may
pethaps be mentioned, in this connection, that Madhva’s verv suagestive interpre-
tation of ‘“‘UFATTY gets unexpected support from the Kashmirian reading:?
1. The telative merits of the Ka<hmirian and the Vulaate readina have been discuss-
ed by Otto Schrader (Kashmirian Recension) Drs Rarnett and Relvalkar.  Drof.
Rudolph Otto, in his thouaht- provoking work “The Original Gita” (Transl . by
S F Turner London. 1939) opines that “the Vuloate term Prajnavada” is a ques-
tionable and disputed construction and that he has attemoted to derive some
meaning from it tho he prefers the Kashmiiian reading.  He however notices
Madhva’s rendering and  Jayatirtha’s commentary on it.  Judging from similar
compounds in the Gila like 3A=91% and JTAI7, one may not object to the
genitive Tafpurusha in “Prajnavadan” as made out by Jayatirtha. The sort of
“Madhyamapadalopi-construction suggested by Relvalkar misses the point of the
Lord asalready made clear.  Objection to Tayatirtha that “the poet was not
thinking of the contrast with the doctrines of writings or of masters but to human
reflection and judament which are incapable of insioht into God’s eternal decrees”
(Original Gita, pp 280-1. Notes) curiously enough, only lends indirect weight to
Madhva’s interpretation #7AAIN3TAI based on more or less similar grounds

Al gfamd aranfyzazgafafmam azfa | a3 wimfaaEn I
wafd; NerEaft awaewiq (Prameyadipika.)
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The second half: Targaagsa AgAM=0a 9f2ar: | has been equally unimagi-

natively rendered by Samkara and Ramanuja as “wise men do not grieve for the
dead and the living”. 1t is not clear on this explanation, why the wise or for that
matter anybody should at all grieve for the living! Unless they wish them to diel
The only way in which we can put some real sense into the text is by taking the
particle “¥” with Madhva, as expressive of comparison: Cf Jayatirtha (Prame.
yadipika i, 12) FEarEEROTAfizar sopmargfag aagArAREarTAgmEei G
This would impart to the passage: TAAATAHH argzafta afozar a new and
livelv sianificance that it never had beforc in other interpretations and make it
signify that the wise do not at all grieve for the dead even as they do not for the
living. The provenness of such a sense of “comparison” (5’3”;:1) for the particle
“A” is fortunately demonstrable on the authority of the following passage from
the Mahabharata that | have been able to discover for myself:

gFer s iy s werae: |

oz fafrarsE gAeT wEmm i Gy, 22, 73).
wheteof the commentator Nilakantha records a waria lectio: JEFAT F upon

which he comments: ‘@&tear s 2fA g 29 7121 This is sufficient to lend weight
to Madhva’s explanation of the force of “@” in Gita i, 1D in terms of %3 l
It is also interesting to note in this connection that the variant reading noted by
Nilakantha is supported by the evidence of Manuscripts recorded in the great
Critical Edition of the Epic (Virataparva) by the Bhandarkar Oriental Research
Institute, Poona, that at least three Manuscripts: utilised therein

Dn2 (Bombay Govt.  Collection deposited in the BOR),

Vishrambag, dated A. D. 1674.

D11 Tanjore Sarasvatimahal Library No. 8315

D .. R dOueririenireniens No. 8322.
read: YT 7.

In this connection, one cannot but deplore the fact of the valuable
Mss.  of the Epic preserved in the Udipi Mutts and that of Vadiraja’s com-
mentary on the whole of the Epic, not having been made available to the Bhand-
arker Research Institute, Poona, for purposes of collation with the other
Mss. of the South Indian Recension. This, if done, would throw a good
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denl of light on the nature of the Epic Recension [ollowed by Madhva 1a his
Mahabharatatalparyaniruaya and other works and vindicate the bona files ot
his readings on the basis of sound Mss. materials.  Much depends on readings
at times, as in his quotation from the Mok shadharma in his Sutrabhashya i, 1, 3»
where his reading is 70! attested by any of the published editions or Mss.  of the
Southern or Notthern Recension (except Vadiraja's) or of the following (in AMbi.
1. Nir i 164, 6) from the [iratapuroa:

At anulrai F4at Al |
srAn aifiai ur goEaL |
s Amazsr waeTAs AP |
A FFAFENT 92 G799 |
where the point made out by Madhva rests entirely on the order of the heroes

referred to in the verse, which is #0f however attested by the published editions
of the Southern Recension, which read:

I. It has to be pointed out, in this conncction, that one whole chapter of 40 lines
containing a long speech of Duryodhana beginning with the words:

AN ZAMY A AT Aai AT |
ugafis wfar Al |
A AHAl T HuET Al |

x X > %

in which he qives a shrewd guess based on the sensational report by the spies, of
the killing of Kichaka, that the Pandavas must be in hiding in the city of Virata. is
not found in any of the Northern Mss collated by the Bhandarkar Institute for
the Critical Edition. Al the Notthern Mss including the Sharada codexes of
its Kashmir, utilised for the purpose and all the printed editions of the Virataparvan
according to Northern Recension (including the Bombay edn  with Nilakantha's
Comm) drop this chapter and many others found in the Sothern Recension, else-
where.  The Critical Edition of the BORI therefore, omits these from the bodv
of its constituted text and gives all such chapters and additions in the Appendix with
all the variant readings registered by the Telugu, Grantha and Malayalam Mss of
the Southern Recension. Prof. P. P. S. Sastri’s printed edition of the Southern
Recension and the Kumbakonam cdition, however, read the above chapter. But
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9590 WAy AT G |
939 FTHE] 0B A3194 U
It is a pity that when even distant Keiala and Melkote Mss.  have supphed
materials for the great Indian Critical Edition of the national Epic, the great Mse-
source at the Udipi Mutts should yet 1emain untapped in connection with so out-
standing a work of national and universal importance.  Even now, it is not too
late as many other Parvans of the Epic await critical edition

) gt afaarssTal ava 7 |
ANGAFR TAFIAT AATATAR || (un, 38)
Here too, none but Madhva has paused to consider why #lree siiles cheald have
been used, where one would have cufficed to bring out the meaning as underctood

by the other commentaters! No one but he, has tried to elicit the foice or purpose
and distinctivness of each of the illustrations.  Herein lies Madhva's genius as a

Commentator!  Samkara simply says here: ®9 TRy Zors ufgaraafa-—iRarg |
gi AEAIRT afy- | A SSTH! BT, WA T 1, 41 ARTEIAT 1 and Ramanuja
follows suit: 41 939 afeiBard, warsszal aaa, BlHargal aaear 33 #1997 7=-
Araargaq | Bat, Madhva refuses to follow this beaten track and echo the same
idea o1 1epeat the same woaoden cxplanation.

But Madhva is net satisfied with so wooden an explanation He feels it his duty
as a Commentator to do justice to the underlying significance of the three distinct

the 1cadimws given by Madhva. shaw many vital and important divergences From
those of the printed editions poen ol the S Indian recension and of the Telugu-
Grantha and Malayalam Mse  collated for the S. 1. Recension from different
places, by the BORL It appears on whole that Madhva's text represents the
Southern Recension rather than the Northen, but, even there, his text reflects a dis-
tinctive sub-version of the Southein It is possible that the Mss. of the Epic still
preserved in the scveral Mutts at Udipi represent the standard text of the Tulu
sub-version of the Epic fixed by NMadhva for himself, some cioht hundred years
ago after a careful collection, ciitical examination and sifting of readings, as he
himself tells us, in his Mbh. T Nirnava (i, 3=7). What a distinct gain to the
value of the S 1 Recension, if this version were made available to the world
without further loss of time and risk of their total loss if they are allowed to
decay in their present neglected state!
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But Madhva is not satisfied such formal explanations. e feels it his duty as a
Conimentator to do justice to the underlying significance of the thiee distinct
similes used by Krishna and unveil the distinctive conception at the back of each
of them He shows that the thiee illustrations have reference to three different
types of TN (concealment) by Kama, operating in three different ways on
three different entities viz, God, Soul and the Antahkarana, as follows: —

I. T AT TR wEsERS @Piet @ weIar, AT Qe |

2. A PAASARARERAT A, A REAEE QaesfERaa

WA FAFA |

3 AARAAA AR Al e wRAEA W |
O this refrechingly onginal interpretation. the illustiations  each time acquire a
new significance and point, for which one secks in vain in the other “received
explanations”.  Just see: (1) God tho” personally omniscient. is not known by
others  who are enveloped by Kama, as Fire by Smoke. (2} The Antahkarana,
while enveloped by Kama, is unable to manifest the true nature of the Atman and
Brahman in iteclf, like a Mincr covered over by dirt unable to reflect images
cleatly. (3) The Jiva sunound-d by Kama, cannot sece God and is held up like the
embryo enveloped by the womb. {ecling helpless to move about freely. By such
masterly and penctrating interpretations of the Gita, Madhva has opened our eyes
mote than any other commentatot, to the depth of thonzht and richness of ideas that
lie behind the symbolic and  sugaestive language of the verses’  The light thrown
by him on the above verse would bear out the justness of his claim that the Gita
as a part of the Mahabharata would also be  @3grfoammaara3aEg=y  and so

“ganfi am Ararfy Seemalsfy arafa and that. in these circumstances, he has rightly
hinted that theie are many more swprising and welcome discoveties of the kind,
to be made in his Bhashya: sfArr z=fi 3zas |
In FANER 7. GFIRFAD 7 FA A |
A 3fEAERIEIT | 9% FEFAE | (iv, 18))

1. In these circumstances, it is really disappointing that the beautiful <ignificance
put by Madhva, according to Jayatirtha and others, on the particle “@” in JAT7A.
adrF4 (i, 11 should have been completely ignored in favor of the usual wooden

explanation of other schools, in a recent Translation of the Gita conforming to
Madhva interpretational traditions, issued by the S.M S. O Sabha Tirupati. 1953.
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. &
which is a vetitable puzzle, he shows that in all owr actions, (F8f0) we must learn
to sece God's activity, not ours (9FR) and when we suspend our outward activities

as in deep sleep (SAFIMTFAT), we must find therein God's ever-present activities
qoing on.  The cxplanation is straightforward and spiritually significant: —
eIqa aavatieEaE: FREfErEnE |
SERRIZIA T30 A fBooaa: ges ok za 1 (Rih Up. iv.3.12)
The reference to  Avyaktopasana in Chapter Xll. has been a source of dis-
comfiture to Samkara and a surprise to Ramanuja. Samkara takes “Avyakta” in
the sense of Nirguna Brahman: but his armour propre as an Advaitin is sure to be
rudely disturbed by Krishna's quiet declaration that the meditators on the Avyakta
(Nirguna Brahman) come to Him (i e. Krishna the Saguna) 3 SrpiErept oL

QQWH‘F"( | A wrgaﬁa WAT Il This would be turning the tables on Samkara and
therefore inconsistent with his position, As for Ramanuja, he is forced to take
Avyakta as Jiva which is rather strange.  Stranger <tiil, to have to speak of Upa-
sana of Jiva in any Vedantic parlance. In view of these difficulties. there is much
to be said for Madhva’s interpretation of Avyakta as (Chetana)-Prakrti or Sii-
tattva. an equation for which there is textual authority. The worship of Sritattva
is also supported by texts:

@ G wNaaf A war mar wasien @ (Tain Aran x, 39 a)

The identification of “Kshara” and “Akshara” Purushas in xv, 16, is equallv
unsatisfactory in Samkara and Ramanuja. There is no around to restrict the term
“Kshara” to inanimate things alone so as to exclude the Jivas as is done by Sam-
kara. The use of the term “Purusha” in respect of both “Kshara” and “Akshara”
in the Gita (xv. 16) would seem to sianify that the reference is to be sentient
beings alone. Ramanuja evidently felt this difficulty keenlv. So, he takes
“Kshara” to denote all souls in Londage and  “Akshara” to mean “emancipated
souls”. The unqualified nature of the reference to all living beings (817 @aifar ya1fy)
would seem to show that all types of sou's fbound and released} are meant to be
comprehended by it, “kshara” denoting liability embodiment.  The deliberate use
of the singular number with reference to the “Kutastha” would also show that even
accepting Ramanuja’s view of “Akshara”, only One such “emancipated soul” and
in that case, by preference and preeminence. the “ever-emancipated” (nityamukta)
Lakshmi, should have becn meant, as accepted by Madhva on other grounds. If



the distinction of bound and released souls were in order heres there is no reason
why the internal classification amongst the latter into Samsara-nutkia (released
from bondage) and nityasuri (ever-relcased) accepted by Ramanuja Siddhanta,
should 70t have been similarly referred to.  The use of “Kutastha” in the singular
as contrasted with &7 A1 YA in the plural, shows that “Kutastha” herc could
not possibly refer to Muktas (emancipated souls), who are many according to
Ramanuja; but to some other Single sentient Principle (viz. Sritattva?). At any
rate, Ramanuja could have no objection to Madhva’s interpretation of Kutastha-
Akshara as the Siitattva (Laksmi) since he too accepts the Goddess Lakshmi of
the Bhagavata and Pancharatra systems as a non-jiva, never subject to embodiment
and bondage.  Samkara too regards the “Kutastha-Akshara” as the Maya-Sakti
of lsvara, which comes very near to the Sritattva of Vaishnava theology as the
presiding deity of Jada-Praketi or Maya (cf. Svetasvarara iv, 10).

Lasting credit is duc to Madhva for having given the correct lead to the
understanding of the true nature, mcaning and scope of Karma-Yoga and its
auxilaries in the scheme of spiritual Sadhanas set out in the Gita. While Samkara
had openly dismissed Karma as {it only far the ignorant folk, Ramanuja had given
it an cqual status with Jnana as lcading to Bhakti.? Bhaskara and others treat
Karma and Jnana as coordinated means of Maksha. As a tiue Vedantin, Madhva
subsciibes to none of these views.  He presses the claims of  Jnana alone as the
ultimate means of 1clease. By Jnanais meant the immediate vision of God
(Aparoksha).  But he assigns to Karma an adequate place in the scheme of
Sadhanas.  He opposes Samkara’s view that Karma by its very nature is 1ooted
in Avidya and is thetefore fit only for the ignorant (AfFATAA) He contends that
such a view is cleatly at vaniance with the spiiit of the Sastras which recognise
the possibility of Kaima going hand in hand with enlightenment: #%4 f3aar #ufd
AZAfART 937 1A wafd | A erea B9 a1AT | A3 A3rgana amn Afafata
A5 14 AAATE 1| He therefore clears up the misunderstanding of the problem
by a clarification of the true status of Adhikaiis for Jnana and Karma set out in
the beginning of the VI chapter of the Gita: @VFsfalzfa4r fagr 777 BICARRDIE A
He shows on the authatity of the 1ishu Purana (V, ),-that we have here a
refetence to two types of natural eligibility fixed by Divine will: the Samkhyas

I of. “Frasuiqyaa afwnan - —Sagaiqydacs sasaaraad (Desika Intood,
to R. G B,



who are meant to approach God mainly thro’ Dhyana or meditation and renuncia-
tion and the Yogins who are desired to approuch him thro’ active Karmayoga.
But there is no suggestion here that those appointed for Karmayoga are not re-
garded as Juana-nishtas, much less, that they are steeped in ignorance. Nor is
such Karmayoga a step to Jnanayoga as Ramanuja takes it.? Madhva places both
types of Adhikarins on a par as Juana-nishtas: Tafgar suiaar affA—ugeeafx-
FAARA FAMB: AR | aer v wAfEr SMEfEA | aERer b
X X x x ASPA:N in cssence, tho” their approach is different  He
quotes the instance of King Privavrata (fiom the Vishnu Purana) who the” bent
upon renucnciation, was prevailed upon by Hitanyagarbha to stick to Karmayoga'
Al Ei=aia AR pAls s | A awa - Saeaar fafRfeeal
famre’ 2fa I It would thus follow from this that but for a few sclect cases
of Sanaka and others, the rank and file of humamty fies 1o -essarily to adept the
latter course of &A% and approach God thro’ Karmayosa, according to their
status in life, and live up to it in the right spitit of dispassionate dedication to
God (iii, 19).

The identification of “Samkhya” and “Yoga™ in offect in v, 4, confinms the
correctness of Madhva's view that both are  Jnana-nishtas in fact. and onc is not
justified in making any invidicus distinction of hiahet and lower between them,

Karmayoga is as much a spirita 1 divciphne s the other.  In order to make
this point clear. Madhva gives a strking reoricatation to the entite theory of
works underlying the Karmakanda, of the Vedas  Thanks to his reorientation, the
Karmakanda reccives from him, for the first time in the history of Indian philo-
sophy, a proper and cdifying explanation of its scope and purpose as aids to
spiritual uplift. Tac Karmakanda is not to be ticated as a mere “Pravrtti-Marga”
in the narrow Mimamsaka sense of the term with no higher promises, potency or
possibilities, as has been held by most other Vedantins By 1aising its status and
investing it witha fuller and higher scope, Madhva has been able to rid the
thought of the Gita of that unhappy contradiction in the glorification of Vedas as
sources of God-knowledae in xv 15 and their sceming censure voiced in a*LU’J
famar 3zn i, 45 and ararad: i, 46.

~
L

1. zeifa sRoAfaEn zenfAEfviRAse LA (MM, AR (earedET-
Iﬁ%f{ﬁ]ﬁ%?ﬁiﬂ’ﬁﬂ =f73: (Ramanuja iii, 3).
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He achicves this harmonisation by showing that it is not the intention of
(Karmakanda) to stop with the mere flecting joys of Svarga and make for a
never-ending scties of transmigrations (ix, 20, 2f). Such a narrow estimate of the
Vedas has rightly been condemned by the Gita as Veda-vada”.  The results pro-
claimed in connection with Kamyakarmas like Jyotishtoma, should not be interpreted
too literally (it, 44). They are to be viewed as so many inducements or baits to
attract the attention of average humanity which is always impressed by promise of

rewards (3f7ai ar99) Madhva finds support for this interpretation in the texts of
the Bhagavata FAMAPT FAI0 A7 2907 F41 xi 3, 4S.
Nt wmafa x, 8, 47

and in the Guia i, 42. He also refers in this connectian to Vedic texts like
q9:4 383 A a97 and FafRAr 933 which do not contain any cxpress
mention of results 1o be attained by theit performance.  This clearly envisages the
possibility of such saciifices being peiformed by enlightened  Adhikaiis :withont
aspiring for any result which in its turn would imply that the pursuit of such
resulls is not necessarily enjoined by the texts,  From this to the extension
of the same principle to the perfoimence of every other kind of act or ritual
presciibed by Scripture, it is not a difficult step.  Indeed, we have a most wonder-
ful and admirable expasition of the scope of an avelage Vedic injunction a la-
PIAGNA FTFA 357 from Madhva: @8 73 &0l 233991 | 39 F1 993990 |
This is cqualiy admirably cxplained by Jayatirtha in accepted technical farm:
FIAFART 2739 Poitad zf3 aaq | wmfafea w39 320 00 A 47 The injun-
ction in othet words, applics only to the performence not to the results.  The
results ate just mentioned in passing {anuvadad  Their pursuit is not obligatory
The object of Scripture prescribing sactifices with set results is thus to induce men
to take kindly and readilv to Karmiin the first instance and then gradually
and in coumsc of time make them peiform them in the genuine spirit of Karma-
yoga without hankering for such fivits and thus puify them for Aparokshajnana:
sz fArasor G agar FEary w0 9@k 9 | A
waoafiEfaAqar eaiEm- o gfrafy agar | wafn agaieg o% FA ArAPEAr) -
aAfaarad@ L (Prameyadipika on @i, 471 This is indeed a master-stioke of inter:
pretational genius and the discovery of a new raison ' etre of Karmakanda.
Madhva Joes not Hinch from the consequences of such a reavientation of the



karma theory. He readily cnvisages the possiblity. nay necessity of performing
the so-called “Kamyakarmas” also, in the true spirit of “Nishkamata”. This is
clearly supported by the Gita (xviii 6):

mareafy g Al ag awar w5l 9

FAAAN & ary fafad sagew |

where the term “@arfq’’ cannot possibly refer to any other karma like nitya or
naimittika*.  This iS indeed the mostfar-reaching interpretation of the
practical philosophy of the Gita that has been propounded by any Commentator.
We gather from Samkara’s commentary on Gita xviii,6 that an identical view had
been held by certain other commentators who had preceded him® A similar
reference is to be found in the bhashya of Bhaskara too on Bralumasutra i, 4,32

Hfazfimma, qeeaen saram=acE FENf FAifn SR 9RmEa s sk |
aawgEiafy famam |
Great then, is the credit duc to Madhva for having resurrected the genuine view

of the Scriptures on this point and given it such an outstanding presentation.

In view of this sublimated conception of Kamyakarmas and of every other
variety of Karma, expounded in the Git7, Madhva has no difficulty in identifving the
true Karma-Yoga with the “Nivrtti-Marga” of th= Sastras and contiast it with the
narrow hedonism of the Mimamsakas which is to be equated as a Pravrtti-marga.
This interpretation is clearly supported by the Vyasasmrti quoted Ly Madhva-

facra sraga afagafie A=

faga Bamrae sy samEae
(quoted in Madhva’s Mundaka Up Dhashva i, 2)

T a=arf feafufes faarfin, 59 Framaemmi AT (Jayatrha. op cir)
2w g amafa feami sami wATA AR oA wR o M ATy | e
‘marafe gf afa weafy wxifn fonseafy asaf saonf, Bea gz
€if5; a7a1 | fearafy samfie ssgedmiaa O 2 a0 iy
zrfEar 3939 1 But Jayatirtha’s point here is 720t about the possibility of their H™

but of HATARE (optional character) which is not passible is regard to obligatrory
rites.



The same verse (quoted in the Gitabhshva too) is also found in Munu Smwrti
xii, 83-89 (Medhatithi). It will be seen that Madhva does not confine his Karma-
yoga to the Avidyavastha of Samkara?, but considers it as the right sort of wisdom
and action which even great Jnanins like Janaka and Priyavrata had followed.

The credit of having established Nivrtti-Marga as a life of healthy participation
in Karma consecrated to God, is exclusively Madhva’s. Its true activistic character
had been very much obscured by the trappings of Monistic acosmism and inactivism.
Even the flaming ideal of “Nishkamakarma had been reduced to a mechanical
discipline empticd cven of the noble desire io please the Deity: a0 ¥ goaq zfa
a5 @l (Samkara on Gita i, 48), which is rightly rebuked by Madhva: st7aF3r-
ArAs TAAIATRAIAIA | 391 9 a6 g1 D0RE 7 aR@mr (Bhag 1V, 31.40)
zfd wgzAmd | wfeaiarn @fezam i, 47). San & g4z gafaataai
wEA 2 A g TA0A e (Jayatirtha I, 48).

The cruxof the whole problem of Karma, and Phala is to be found in the famous
{Ipadesha of the Lord:

FAATMEIET B EH] FATA |

RN A aREAER )
This vaise which is anly too well known to every one, has been differently inter-
preted by diffarent commentators Madhva's is the most happy and  suggestive
explanation of all. At the vary outset, e is constrained to repudiate Samkara’s
uncharitable hit at Arjuna that he is #ot fit for Jnanamaiga and is therefore parti-
cularly advised to take to Kaima.  This not only misses the point, but is also
unfair to Arjuna.  Madlva quotes arifedir. from Bhagavata i, 7 45, to
show that Arjuna is a recognised Jnani classed with other worthics like Hanuman,
Upendra, and Datta apart fiom his being a Deva and Naramsa, and as such
preeminently entitled to Jnana  Samkara is not sure of himself either, if Janaka
and others quoted in iii, 20, Should or should not be  treated as having “attained
knowledge”. while following the way of works.® Madhva sces things in a clear

I fagm. galduggaary afa &4l aEm el aeafgn fafadf aad
fasasansaq (11, 21) .

2. afz A ArgAmzRAFaR AFAREM:  AGIFAITIREFAN] ARAASTIT £ GrA0E-
AIFGAl g9 | RUTIRATRIAAIRARAL a7 FAN GEiEATANI AAT
dfufgmfiaar zfA =i as |



light. He knows where Avjuna, fanaka and others are to be placed and places
them there unervingly without any vacillation or mental reservation. The
supreme suggestive power of the words of the Lord, is most beautifully brought

out by him: % SITFAMY | AT RIS 7 wowAnde, Rl
Fafe i3 | T Aslf (I, 47). There is no backfiring at Arjuna in “an’

in this context, such as we get in Samkara’s interpretation. According to Madhva,
it stands for persons of all Varnas and Asramas. The idea is that even a
Franin like Arjuna should’nt entertain any desire for the fruits of his actions
while performing them.  Such a hankering mav nof be a serious obstacle to the
Jnanin’s release. since he has already had enlightenment, and his release would
therefore be assured.  But even so, it might causc considerable delay in  release.
Hence the Lord’s advise to all Jnanins thro” Arjuna to relinquish the desire for
the fruits of one’s Karma.  Such being the case, one can easily see the more
serious consequences of Phalakama among the rank and file of those who are nof
Jnanis.  Hence, the Lord advises humanity at large, thro” Arjuna, to give up the
desire for fruits completely in any and every Karma as the most cffective means
of enlightenment and release  This interpretation shows the words of Kiishna to
the best advantage. It would lcad to very ridiculous results, savs Madhva, to take
“F’? here. in a restricted sense, as if Arjura alone were not entitled to desire
fruits but others are/ FaifrFaEmEAl @fid, 4% A AT&NH g F39: (Jayatirtha)
Such a conclusion would be clearly opposed to the spirit of the Sastras: rares:

FH (Mundaka I, 3, 2).

Madhva, also, gives usa better and more satisfactory sense of the phrase:
%a%@%ﬁt in the light of what has been said in the first half. The explanations of
Samkara and Ramanuja miss the truc bearings of the third quarter: AT %&%E%@';i\:
on a b FHVMIMFNF AT 7T FAMFT | Samkara’s rendering of ii, 47 ¢, is:
Don’t you be the cause (hetu of your rebirth (karmaphala=janma) by hankering

after fruits. This is going beyond the terms of reference in @ b to a much later
stage of the bargain. Ramanuja fecls the difficulty and fries to avoid it by taking

“FAT'" asa co-ordinate compound (373) which he renders as: AT Wﬁ"ﬂﬁﬁ’iﬁ'@% I
‘Don’t be the cause of Karma and its fruits’. He himself feels that this would be

L gnoaafa#id a srafagmi & a3 0 {Samkara)



somewhat inconsistent with the express declaration of rights (Fg#) of the individ-
ual in regard to Kama (cf. %ﬁ”ﬁﬂfﬁlﬂlﬁ) and so hastens to put in that tho’
the causc of action, the individual is here asked to cultivate the spitit of 20t looking
upon himself (alonc?) as the cause of all actions but to look upon God or the
Gunas (also?) as the cause” (Ramanuja’s Gitabhashya).  Now this is sidetracking
the issue before the verse and it also misscs the distinction between the possession
of a right (MIMFI) and the exercising of it. The issuc is limited to whether one
is entitled to perform certain Karmas alone or whether one is at the same time
entitled to aspire for their results also.  There is no concern with the question of
the dependence or independence of the individual’s ‘doership” at all, for the nonce.

Madhva, has therefore, good reason to be dissatisfied with these explanations
and suggest a better one by taking “FATEZA:" as a Bahuvrihi compound: FAFS
dezal %@’JEZJ d #[ : meaning ‘Don’t make the fruits of your actions your motive

for doing them’.  This brings into relief Krishna’s anxiety to warn us thro” Arjuna
against the gencral human tendency to make the results the motive-force of our

actions.  This fits in with the spitit of the following conclusion fqgafaza: gm
T x x x x (i, 48). It is interesing to sec that Dr. Radhakrishnan,
who generally follows Samkara’s interpretations. definitely discards it here and
adopts one which is substantially the same as Madhva’s: “Let not the fruits of
actions be thy motive” (for doing then). (T/e Bhagavadgita, Translation and
Notes, Allen and Unwin, 1948, p. 119).

Madhva teaches that such a high ideal of Nishkamakarma lighted up by a
constant knowledge of Man’s dependence on the Deity for his very existence,
knowledge, activity etc., would lead to the next step in spiritual evolution viz.
Jnana.

He has also at the same time resolved the conflict of Jnana vs Karma as
means to Moksha and set at rest the Jnana-karma-Samuccaya-Vada, of Bhaskara
and others by clinching the issue in favor of Aparokshajnana: SIAISIQEFAIRT
Ad: | F7 g @787 | This is done by him under the verse: Faoi fg dfafgar-

ferar saw@Ea: (i, 20).

This is also an intriguing verse. The instrumental (EEEWII) with the iterative
patticle (™) raise a legitimate doubt in favor of Karma being a direct and only



means of relcase, which the commentators are naturally obliged to notice.  This
may be'very favorable to the Jnanakarmasamuzcayavadins who may take advnatage
of the instrumental case with a sociative particle easily understood. But the other

schools of Vedantins, would find the exclusive emphasis on Karma (%EI.BF«I)

a bit troublesome.  Samkara is quite indefinite here whether Janaka and others
referred to here are really Jnanis or not. Ramanuja pleads that “even for those
entitled to practise Jnanayoga, the Lord says it would be “more conducive” (31)
to Atmadarsana, to adopt Karmayoga and that is why Janaka and others are said
to have adopted it”. This would not be a correct representation of the teachings
of Sastras, but a lame excuse. Madhva therefore views the instrumental case as
one of associative relation (Sahayoga) without prejudice to the Vedantic position
that Moksha is to be attained by knowledge alone, chiefly, Such Karmas as are
practised by Jnanins after Aparokshajnana, make for exhuberance of bliss in
Moksha, according to Madhva. Janaka and others are examples of such tvpe of
Jnanins who continue to perform Karmas even after enlightenment (Aparoksha-
jnana) and even in release. The position has been impressively explained by
Raghavendra Svami, in his Gitavivrti following the authorities of the Bhashya and
the Prameyadipika: geaarfaaad  fafawamsazagasaaat sty
sArAfy FAOAE | SAwEED FiEE: FAARA 01, A FA 01, GquAEarigar |
AT gRefagran aaa-afaama &7 Fa-ders: 1| We have therefore to take
it that the text “HA0IT fé?r is intended to ‘quote precedents for the view that
those who desire welling up of their innate bliss in Moksha, must practisc the
prescribed Karmas even after Aparokshajnana, and that Janaka and other Jnanins
attained full and complete Molksha only while continuing to perform their Karmas
(7 F37 77 after jnana. Tho” Moksha is assured as a result of Jnana itself, the
Jnanin might engage in Karma to achicve exhuberance of bliss. (Raghavendra)

Madhva has, thus, taken the most comprehensive view of the Karma-Srutis
and the Karmakanda and given them a well-knit explanation corrclated to the
teachings of the Gita. Texts like A &€ %7 &7 in the Upanishads show that
some karmas are productive of results even after destruction of bondage (i. e. in
release). The only result that can be reasonably associated with them is the
welling up of innate bliss and manifestation of newer shades of it by such activity.
It is such a prospect that is hinted at and held out in the Gita (iii, 20). All texts
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supporting Jnanakarmasamuccaya sheculd be interpreted says Madhva, from this
standpoint. He is thus able to find a place for some sort of Jnanakarmasamuccaya
in his system, tho’ notas a mecans to Moksha. As regards the status of Karma
per se as a means of Moksha, he leaves us in no doubt. It is only a “Sadhana”
to Aparokshajnana and is not by itself or directly capable of conferiing
Moksha. Jayatirtha sums up the entire position in the clearest terms explain-
ing the place of Karma in the scheme of Sadhanas in Madhva’s philosophy:
arfygaraeaaamod; fF g sav=sift | an 7 agafy | @ 9 eafam faamt
wiafrefgivaf | wergd 9 TE oem | A g A | ke
fagasaom gaz: WRAR gH g agna saafesa samvgi s

N\ ~ [
FAM | ofF WoABIT qF a1 TAOTSIEI 1) AArhradn gnfiy g: FAwa-
ag=AaeRs A=A ||

Equally revealing is Madhva's expasition of the place of Bhakti in its twofold
aspect as a means (A79d%4) and as an end in itself (fafg=ar) Vide his bhashya

on Gita ll, §2.  In this conception of Siddhirupa-Bhakti, in Moksha, he has gone
Sfarther than any known philosopher or commentator.

Monistic acosmism is losing its hold on modern interpreters of Gita. lts
place is being fast taken by Pantheists under the alluring name of Integralists. The
views of Aurobindo Ghosh, in this respect, have come to be prominently voiced.
According to an authentic exposition of this rcorientation of the Gita-thought,
given in “The Message of the Gita (as interpreted by Sri Aurobindo) Ed. by
Anilbaran Roy (G. Allen and Unwin Ltd. London, 1946), the Gita idea of the
Supreme is an “integral one” embracing within it. the entirc gamut of reality-senti-
ent and other.  This is said to be the implicaton of the term 3R in vii, T and of

the declaration arg37: #afify (vii.19)  “If the Brahman is known integrally, in
all His powers and principles, then all is known, (Vii, 2 cd) not only the pure
self but the world of action and nature. There is then, nothing else left to be
known, because all is that Divine existence. It is because our view here is not
thus integral, because it rests on the dividing mind and reason and the separative
idea of the Ego, that in mental perception of things there is an lgnorance. We
have to get away from this mental egoistic view to the true unifying knowledge” .
It is contended further that this “new idea” helps the Gita “to sart from the notions
of the Samkhya philosophy and yet exceed them and give to their terms, which it



keeps and extends, a Vedantic significance. An eightfold nature is the Samkhya
Prakrti. The Samkhya stops there. It has set up an unbridgeable division between
the soul and nature. It has to posit them as two quite distinct primary entities.
The Gita also, if it stopped there, would have to make the same incurable antinomy
between the self and Cosmic nature which would then be only the Maya of the
three gunas and all this Cosmic existence would simply be the result of the Maya3
it could be nothing else. But there is something else, there is a higher principle, a

nature of Spirit: I gxaq "7 (Message of the Gita, pp- 108-9. f. n.)

The above extract sums up the thesis of Integral philosophy adequately.
Among ancient commentators, Ramanuja comes nearest to this view tho’ he does
not openly identify ‘the two Prakrtis referred to here with the essence of the
Supreme.  And unless that is done, there can be really no integration. All that
Ramanuja says here is that the two Prakrtis which he interprets as Matter and
Souls, constitute the “modes” or “Prakara” or “Sesha”, of the the Supreme and
are HIS. They are clearly subordinate to Him even as the very idea of “Sesha”
implies, in Visistadvaita. This is made clear by his commentator Vedantadesika

who clinches the matter thus: ¥3%a  dfgeamas=siraafaamsatzfogas ¥ zfy
qear: €3 fydtaa zafvameq-ad3R | (Tatparya Candrike on Gita 7.4.)
Nevertheless, there is a discordant note in Ramanuja. He does not explain, how
on his tiew, the Brahman “becomes” the Jiva S9@IA (vii, 5) and yet retains

His superiority as Purushottama.  This is the greatest stumbling block in the case
of both Ramanuja and the modern Integralists headed by Aurobindo. There can
be no partial diminution or defacement of the Deity to become the Creature. The
reference to Jivas as “Amsas” of the Brahman, elsewhere, must be otherwise
explained.

The correct interpretation of the “two Prakrtis” and their interrelation to the
Supreme, thus deserves closer attention. The term “B" in “A 95fd:"" has been

unfortunately stretched too far. by modern interpreters like Aurobindo and Prof.
Vadekar. This is responsible for the wrong conclusions drawn from it. Ramanuja’s
commentator warns us against seeing any identity here. ‘‘§” as a possessive
pronoun is perfectly compatible with difference. The juxtaposition of ““#’’ and

“g&fd?” seems to be in favor of identity. But this is not so in reality For it
is not so sure or easy to prove that in “'zd€asai 9F fafg ¥ G NI’ the
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reference is necessarily to the Jivas. There are serious objections to such an
interpretation which is blindly followed by most commentators on the Gita, ancient
and modern. It is here that Madhva asks us to be wary.  (I) For, in view of the
Gita’s acceptance of the plurality of souls as an ultimate fact, (i, 125 and
xiv. 2) the “G THf3" referred to in the singular, cannot be equated with the
individual souls. (See also, the studied use of the plural later in xv. 16cd).  (2)
Secondly, the term “Prakrti”, is nowhere elsc in the Shastras, met with in the sense
of “Jivas”. (3) “Prakriti” in the sense of a constitutive elemet, would be singularly
inapplicable to the Purushas, who according to the Samkhya philosophy also, are
neither Prakrtiss nor Vikrtis (cf. 9 q»sf‘a% famfa: g&1: Samkhya Karika) (&) It
would be unphilosophical to regard the Brahman as the result of an integration of
itself with two others “Prakrtis”.  (5) There being no possibility of internal dis-
tinctions in Brahman, it would not be fair to speak of its having a “Lower Nature”
(319 9%f4) and a “Higher Nature”, whatever thesc may be. (6) Since the expre-
ssion “Prakrti” in the first instance of “Apara Prakrti” has been taken to signify a
single principle {which is the root cause of the entire material universe (vii, 4}, a
like expression in vii, 5, would naturally seem to be intended to refer to another
species of the sume Prakriti-*. to wit, “CETANA-PRAKRTI” which is also a

distinctive principle behind cosmic evolution. tauzht in the Pancaratra metaphysics,?
which is adopted by the Gita,

Such an interpretation would have the advantage of connecting the further
references to this other Prakrti as in xii. I, where the question of its worship and
meditation is actually raised and in xv. I6 wherc also the same designation of
“Akshara” is met with.*  The Upanishads also, trace the creative process to this

principle of Akshara on the analogy of the Spider and its web: aRmarfir: a3
‘I‘Qﬁ T 0x  x  x  garedaIdlE e | (Mundaka). (7) Another serious

1. cf. the Vaiyakarana dictum: 1% MiZdEIsags1 27 Mvg fgdmrsfeacay e
q g ) from the Mahabhashya utilised by Samkara in his B. S. B.

2. Cf. swegaar sl o | Yajus iv, 12, 57.
Ead axqaai arfudeg B (Srisukta)

3. Vedanta Desika agrecs under xii. 1 that Akshara denotes both Isvara and
Prakrti in the Shastras.



difficulty in the way of identifying the 97 953 with the Jivas is the statement

that it is that which “sustains the whole Universe”: 238 a3 ST | The individuals
sustain. not the entire world, but their own limited “kshetras” at the most, and
cannot, without violence to facts and experience, be claimed to sustain the whole
world.

These are sufficient grounds to reject the proposed identification of “Para
Prakrti” with the Jivas and press for its identification with the well-known princi-
ple of “Cetana-Prakrti” as is done by Madhva. Such an identification would not
be open to any of the difficulties raised in respect of the Jivas. It is a single
Principle attested by the Scriptures, and one to which cosmic control and other

powers are ascribed in Vedic texts: 31€ wxfragfvanty | g feraeor R x
(Ambhrni Sukta) 3a€ 9 (Srisukta) This Cetana-Prakriti. is, in Pancaratra
theosophy, the presiding deity of Jada-Prakrti and by virtue of that position, is
the sustainer of the entire cosmic evolution. The Pancarata text: sAIH[3fd-

#mﬁimﬁq\f&é} | cited by Vedantadesika, in the Introduction to his commen-

tary on the Gitabhashya of Ramanuja (p.8. Ananda Press edn)., lends great
support to this point.

We may therefore accept Madhva’s identification of the T FFH with
““Cetana-Prakrti” without further ado. If that is done, the reference to cosmic
sustenance becomes easily explained and even the phrase “StTHAMY’ would find

its real etymological explanation as Sitarat Frorarfioftq (sustaining the life-force).

Thus. we see that the imposing edifice of *Integralism’ collapses as an
untenable hypothesis based on false premises.  With the exposure of such fanci-
ful theories the truc philosophy of the Gita emerges more brightly as embodied
in the doctrine of Kshara, Akshara and Purushottama, which marks the triumph of

THEISM.

The resilient strength and inncr vitality of Madhva's interpretations of the
Gita. could thus be realised by similar critical examination of many more contexts-
This Introduction, | fear, has already become longer than was intended and | shall
conclude by inviting the readers to visualise in the light of all that has been said so
far, how true and prophetic are the statements made about the works of Madhva
in general and of the Gitablhiashya in particular, by himself and by his disciples:
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1. fiard agafa

2. gugARGARAadEmar s & (M. V. IX)
o eanafafmelEfn arfad WiEsdaRAeT: | o g A -
difg ga419 (Jayatirtha.)

4. araragaTSArAERE fd 9HEE (M. Vi)

There is no doubt that following the lead of Madhva and his brilliant com-
mentators, as indicated above, the reders will be able to discover for themselves
and appreciate more deeply numerous other outstanding contributions of the
Acharya. to a truer, deeper and better understanding of the Gita and recognise in
him the truest, and safest guide to the correct understanding of the heart of the Gita
and the spirit of the message of the Song Celestial. If my humble efforts in this
diretion enthuse others to go ahead on the same lines and spread the light of his
works far and wide, | shall fcel well requitted.

| consider it a privilege to be associated with this great work of the Sti Madhva-
muni Seva Sangha of Udipi, and invited to contribute this Introduction in
English to this mighty work. | am thankful for this honour, to my most esteemed
friends Sri C. R. Krishna Rao, the Founder-President of the Sangha and to (the late)
Sri Panduranga Nayak whose enthusiasm and zeal for propagation of Madhva’s
philosophy were truly remarkable and contagious, as | actually found during my
association with him at Udipi. | sincerely hope that | have herein fulfilled the
task which thesc two friends had assigned to me, to their satisfaction. May the
Gracious Lotd Sri Krishna of Udipi accept this humble offering at His Feet:

Q .
arsAsAreAraAfaes fararcartyy fFad |
2AT9F WAL €A A araasAn |

The Madhvamuni Seva Sangha has placed the entire Madhva world under a
great spiritual debt to it by its mighty laborsin translating and Jannotating the
thirtyseven works of the great Acharya for the benefit of thousands of Madhvas
who are denied access to the originals, for want of time, energy and equipment to
master them. The task of translating the works of Madhva offers peculiar diffi-
cultics on account of the terseness of his language and the highly condensed and
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suggestive nature of his style and arguments and the richness of authorites drawn
upon. These works have been the delight of master-minds like Jayatirtha and it
would be really presumptuous for the present generation to claim to interpret them
correctly in our own way thro” our own languages. Yet the Sangha has come
forward to attempt the well-nigh impossible task and has achieved commendable
success in it. The credit for this must go to the inspiring drive and guidance of its
President and the indefatigable energy, enthusiasm, devotion and scholarship of
Sri Agrahara Narayana Tantri the well-chosen Translator of the Sarvamula. It is no
mean privilege and its successful accomplishment by him is its own reward. His
additional explanatory annotations show that he is content not merely with translat-
ing but sceks to expound the knotty points of the Master with uneriing penetration.
with the help of the super-commentaries of Jayatirtha, Raghavendra and other
eminent followers of Madhva. No wonder the publications are a befitting tribute
to the Master whose philosophical eminence they truly reflect.
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