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THE ADVENTURES OF RODERICK
RANDOM

Vou. 11

CHAPTER XL

My mistress is surprised at my ILearning—Communicates
her Performance to me—I impart some of mine to her—Am
mortified at her faint Praise—Narcissa approves of my
Conduct—I gain an involuntary Conquest over the Cook-
maid and Dairy-maid—Their mutual Resentment and
Insinuations—The Jealousy of their Lovers.

DurING this season of love and tranquillity, my muse,
which had lain dormant so long, awoke, and produced
several small performances on the subject of my flame ;
but, as it concerned me nearly to remain undiscevered
in my real character and sentiments, I was under a
necessity of mortifying my desire of praise, by confining
my works to my own perusal and applause. In the
mean time I strove to insinuate myself into the good
opinion of both ladies; and succeeded so well, by my
diligence and dutiful behaviour, that, in a little time,
I was at least a favourite servant; and frequently
enjoyed the pleasure of hearing myself mentioned in
French and Italian, with some degree of warmth and
surprise, by the dear object of all my wishes, as a person
who had so much of the gentleman in my appearance
and discourse, that she could not for her soul treat me
like a common lacquey. My prudence and modesty
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2 THE ADVENTURES OF

were not long proof against these bewitching compli-
ments. One day, while I waited at dinner, the con-
versation turned upon a knotty passage of Tasso’s
Jerusalem, which, it seems, had puzzled them both. After
a great many unsatisfactory conjectures, my mistress,
taking the book out of her pocket, turned up the place
in question, and read the sentence over and over without
success ; at length, despairing of finding the author’s
meaning, she turned to me, saying, ‘“ Come hither,
Bruno, let us see what fortune will do for us; I will
interpret to thee what goes before and what follows
this obscure paragraph, the particular words of which
I will also explain, that thou mayest, by comparing one
with another, guess the sense of that which perplexes
us.” I was too vain to let slip this opportunity of
displaying my talents, therefore, without hesitation,
read and explained the whole of that which had discon-
certed them, to the utter astonishment of both.
Narcissa’s face and lovely neck were overspread with
blushes, from which I drew a favourable omen, while
her aunt, after having stared at me a good while with a
look of amazement, exclaimed, “ In the name of heaven !
Who art thou ? I told her I had picked up a smatter-
ing of Italian, during a voyage up the Straits. At this
explanation she shook her head, and observed, that no
smatterer could read as I had done. She then desired
to know if I understood French? To which question
I answered in the affirmative. She asked, if I was
acquainted with Latin and Greek? I replied, “ A
little.”—* Oho ! "’ continued she, *“ and with philosophy
and mathematics I suppose ? ”” I owned I knew some-
thing of each. Then she repeated her stare and inter-
rogation. I began to repent my vanity, and, in order
to repair the fault I had committed, said, it was not to
be wondered at if I had a tolerable education, for learn-
ing was so cheap in my country, that every peasant was
a scholar ; but I hoped her ladyship would think my
understanding no exception to my character. She was
pleased to answer, “ No, no, God forbid.” But during
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the rest of the time they sat at table, they behaved with
remarkable reserve.

This alteration gave me great uneasiness; and I
passed the night without sleep, in melancholy reflections
on the vanity of young men, which prompts them to
commit so many foolish actions, contrary to their own
sober judgment. Next day, however, instead of
profiting by this self-condemnation, I yielded still more
to the dictates of the principle I had endeavoured to
chastise, and, if fortune had not befriended me more
than prudence could expect, I should have been treated
with the contempt it deserved. After breakfast, my
lady, who was a true author, bade me follow her into
the study, where she expressed herself thus: ‘ Since
you are so learned, you cannot be void of taste ; there-
fore I am to desire your opinion of a small performance
in poetry, which I lately composed. You must know
I have planned a tragedy, the subject of which shall
be the murder of a prince before the altar, where he is
busy at his devotions. After the deed is perpetrated,
the regicide will harangue the people with the bloody
dagger in his hand; and I have already composed a
speech, which I think will suit the character extremely ;
here it is.”” Then taking up a scrap of paper, she rcad
with violent emphasis and gesture, as follows :

Thus have 1 sent the simple king to hell,
Without or coffin, shroud, or passing bell ;

To me what are divine and human laws ?

I court no sanction but my own applause !
Rapes, robb’ries, treasons, yield my soul delight ;
And human carnage gratifies my sight :

I drag the parent by the hoary hair, )
And toss the sprawling infant on my spear, e
While the fond mother’s cries regale mine ear,
I fight, 1 vanquish. murder friends and foes :
Nor dare th’ immortal gods my rage oppose.

Though I did great violence to my understanding in
praising this unnatural rhapsody, I nevertheless extolled
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it as a production that of itself deserved immortal fame ;
and besought her ladyship to bless the world with the
fruits of those uncommon talents Heaven had bestowed
upon her. She smiled with a look of self-complacency,
and, encouraged by the incense I had offered, communi-
cated all her poetical works, which I applauded one by
one, with as little candour as I had shown at first.
Satiated with my flattery, which, I hope, my situation
justified, she could not in conscience refuse me an
opportunity of shining in my turn; and, therefore,
after a compliment to my nice discernment and taste,
observed, that, doubtless, I must have produced some-
thing in that way myself, which she desired to see. This
was a temptation I could by no means resist. I owned
that, while I was at college, I wrote some small detached
pieces, at the desire of a friend who was in love, and at
her request repeated the following verses, which indeed
my love for Narcissa had inspired.

ON CELIA,
PLAYING ON THE HARPSICHORD AND SINGING.

When Sappho struck the quiv’ring wire,
The throbbing breast was all on fire :
And, when she rais’d the vocal lay,

The captive soul was charm’d away.

But had the nymph possess’d with these,
Thy softer, chaster power to please :
Thy beauteous air of sprightly youth,
Thy native smiles of artless truth ;

The worm of grief had never prey’d
On the forsaken love-sick maid :

Nor had she mourn’d an hapless flame,
Nor dash’d on rocks her tender frame.

My mistress paid me a cold compliment on my
versification, which, she said, was elegant enough, but
the subject beneath the pen of a true poet. I was
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extremely nettled at her indifference, and looked at
Narcissa, who by this time had joined us, for her appro-
bation ; but she declined giving her opinion, protesting
she was no judge of these matters ; so that I was forced
to retire, very much balked in my expectation, which
was generally a little too sanguine. In the afternoon,
however, the waiting-maid assured me that Narcissa
had expressed her approbation of my performance with
great warmth, and desired her to procure a copy of it,
as for herself, that she (Narcissa) might have an oppor-
tunity to peruse it at pleasure. I was elated to an
extravagant pitch at this intelligence, and immediately
transcribed a fair copy of my ode, which was carried to
the dear charmer, together with another on the same
subject, as follows :—

Thy fatal shafts unerring move,

I bow before thine altar, Love !

I feel thy soft resistless flame

Glide swift through all my vital frame !

For while I gaze, my bosom glows,

My blood in tides impetuous tlows ;
Hope, fear, and joy alternate roll,

And floods of transport whelm my soul |

My falt’ring tongue attempts in vain,
In soothing murmurs to complain ;
My tongue some secret magic ties,
My murmurs sink in broken sighs !

Condemn’d to nurse eternal care,
And ever drop the silent tear,
Unheard, I mourn, unknown I sigh,
Unfriended live, unpity’d die !

Whether or not Narcissa discovered my passion, I
could not learn from her behaviour, which, though
always benevolent to me, was henceforth more reserved
and less cheerful. While my thoughts aspired to a
sphere so far above me, I had unwittingly made a
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conquest of the cook-wench and dairy-maid, who became
so jealous of cach other, that, if their sentiments had
been refined by education, it is probable one or other of
them would have had recourse to poison or steel to be
avenged of her rival ; but, as their minds were happily
adapted to their humble station, their mutual enmity
was confined to scolding and fisty-cuffs, in which
exercises they were both well skilled. My good fortune
did not long remain a secrct; for it was disclosed by
the frequent broils of these heroines, who kept no
decorum in their encounters. The coachman and gar-
dener, who paid their devoirs o my admirers, each to
his respective choice, alarmed at my success, laid their
heads together, in order to concert a plan of revenge ;
and the former having been educated at the academy
at Tottenham Court, undertook to challenge me to
single combat. He accordingly, with many oppro-
brious invectives, bade me defiance, and offered to box
me for twenty guineas. I told him, that, although I
believed myself a match for him, even at that work,
I would not descend so far below the dignity of a gentle-
man as to fight like a porter ; but if he had anything to
say to me, I was his man at blunderbuss, musket, pistol,
sword, hatchet, spit, cleaver, fork, or needle; nay, I
swore, that, should he give his tongue any more saucy
liberties at my expense, I would crop his cars without
any ceremony. This rhodomontade, delivered with a
stern countenance and resolute tone, had the desired
cffect upon my antagonist, who, with some confusion,
sneaked off, and gave his friend an account of his
reception. The story taking air among the servants,
procured for me the title of Gentleman John, with which
I was sometimes honoured, even by my mistress and
Narcissa, who had been informed of the whole affair by
the chambermaid. 1In the mean time, the rival queans
expressed their passion by all the ways in their power ;
the cook entertained me with choice bits, the dairy-maid
with stroakings ; the first would often encourage me to
discover myself by complimenting me upon my courage
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and learning, and observing, that if she had a husband
like me, to maintain order, and keep accounts, she could
make a great deal of money by setting up an cating-
house at London, for gentlemen’s servants on board
wages. The other courted my affection, by showing
her own importance, and telling me, that many a
substantial farmer in the neighbourhood would be glad
to marry her ; but she was resolved to please her cye,
if she should plague her heart. Then she would launch
out into the praise of my proper person, and say, she
was sure I would make a good husband, for I was very
good-natured. I began to be uneasy at the impor-
tunities of these inamoratas, whom, at another time,
perhaps, I might have pleased without the disagrecable
sauce of matrimony ; but at present my whole soul was
engrosscd by Narcissa, and I could not bear the thoughts
of doing any thing derogatory of the passion I enter-
tained for her.
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CHAPTER XLI

Narcissa being in Danger from the Brutality of Sir Timothy
isrescued by me, who revenge myself on my rival—I declare
my Passion, and .retreat to the Sea-side—Am surrounded
by Smugglers, and carried to Boulogne—Find my Uncle,
Lieutenant Bowling, in great distress, and relieve him—
Our Conversation.

AT certain intervals, my ambition would revive; I
would despisc myself for my tame resignation to my
sordid fate, and revolve an hundred schemes for assum-
ing the character of a gentleman, to which I thought
myself entitled by birth and education. In these
fruitless suggestions time stole away unperceived, and
I had already remained eight months in the station of
a footman, when an accident happened that put an end
to my servitude, and for the present banished all hopes
of succeeding in my love.

Narcissa went one day to visit Miss Thicket, who
lived with her brother, within less than a mile of our
house, and was persuaded to walk home in the cool of
the evening, accompanied by Sir Timothy, who having
a good deal of the brute in him, was instigated to use
some unbecoming familiarities with her, encouraged by
the solitariness of a field through which they passed.
The lovely creature was incensed at his rude behaviour,
for which she reproached him in such a manner, that he
lost all regard to decency, and actually offered violence
to this pattern of innocence and beauty. But Heaven
would not suffer so much goodness to be violated ; and
sent me, who, passing by accident near the place, was
alarmed with her cries, to her succour. What were the
emotions of my soul when I beheld Narcissa, almost
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sinking beneath the brutal force of this satyr! I flew
like lightning to her rescue, and he perceiving me,
quitted his prey, and drew his hanger to chastise my
presumption. My indignation was too high to admit
one thought of fear: so that, rushing upon him, I
struck his weapon out of his hand, and used my cudgel
so successfully, that he fell to the ground, and lay, to
all appearance, without sense. Then I turned to
Narcissa, who had swooned, and sitting down by her,
gently raised her head, and supported it on my bosom,
while, with my hand around her waist, I kept her in
that position. My soul was thrilled with tumultuous
joy at feeling the object of my dearest wishes within
my arms; and while she lay insensible, I could not
refrain from applying my cheek to hers, and ravishing
a kiss. In a little time, the blood began to revisit her
face ; she opened her enchanting eyes, and having
recollected her latc situation, said, with a look full of
tender acknowledgment, ‘“ Dear John, I am eternally
obliged to you!” So saying, she made an effort to
rise, in which I assisted her, and she proceeded to the
house, leaning upon me all the way. I was a thousand
times tempted by this opportunity to declare my
passion, but the dread of disobliging her restrained my
tongue. We had not moved an hundred paces from
the scene of her distress, when I perceived Sir Fimothy
rise and walk homeward; a circumstance, which,
though it gave me some satisfaction, inasmuch as I
thereby knew I had not killed him, filled me with just
apprehension of his resentment, which I found myself
in no condition to withstand ; especially when I con-
sidered his intimacy with our squire, to whom I knew
he could justify himself for what he had done, by
imputing it to his love, and desiring his brother Bruin
to take the same liberty with his sister, without any
fear of offence. When we arrived at the house, Narcissa
assured me, she would cxert all her influence in protect-
ing me from the revenge of Thicket, and likewise engage
her aunt in my favour. At the same time, pulling out
C
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her purse, offered it as a small consideration for the
service I had done her. But I stood too much upon
the punctilios of love, to incur the least suspicion of
being mercenary, and refused the present, by saying,
I had merited nothing by barcly doing my duty. She
seemed astonished at my disinterestedness, and blushed :
I felt the same suffusion, and, with a downcast eye and
broken accent, told her, I had one rcquest to make,
which if her generosity would grant, I should think
mysclf fully rccompensed for an age of misery. She
changed colour at this preamble, and, with great con-
fusion, replied, she hoped my good sense would hinder
me from asking any thing she was bound in honour to
refuse, and therefore bade me signify my desire. Upon
which I knecled, and begged to kiss her hand. She
immediately, with an averted look, stretched it out;
I imprinted on it an ardent kiss, and bathing it with my
tears, cried, ‘“ Dear Madam, I am an unfortunate
gentleman, and love you to distraction, but would have
died a thousand deaths rather than make this declaration
under such a servile appearance, were I not determined
to yield to the rigour of my fate, to fly from your
bewitching presence, and bury my presumptuous
passion in eternal silence.” With these words I rose
and went away, before she could recover her spirits so
far as to make any reply. My first care was to go and
consult Mrs. Sagely, with whom I had maintained a
friendly correspondence ever since I left her house.
When she understood my situation, the good woman,
with real concern, condoled me on my unhappy fate,
and approved of my resolution to leave the country, as
being perfectly well acquainted with the barbarous
disposition of my rival, ‘“ who by this time,” said she,
““ has no doubt meditated a scheme of revenge. Indeed
I cannot see how you will be able to elude his vengeance ;
being himself in the commission, he will immediately
grant warrants for apprehending you; and as almost
all the people in this country are dependent on him or
his friend, it will be impossible for you to find shelter
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among them. If you should be apprehended, he will
commit you to jail, where you may possibly languish in
great miscry till the next assizes, and then be transported
for assaulting a magistrate.”” While she thus warned
me of my danger, we heard a knocking at the door,
which threw us both into consternation, as, in all
probability, it was occasioned by my pursuers : where-
upon this generous old lady, putting two guineas into
my hand, with tears in her eyes, bade me for God’s
sake to get out at the back door, and consult my safety
as Providence should direct me. There was no time for
deliberation. I followed her advice, and escaped by
the benefit of a dark night to the sea side, where, while
I ruminated on my next excursion, I was all of a sudden
surrounded by armed men, who, having bound my
hands and feet, bade me make no noise, on pain of
being shot, and carried me on board of a vessel, which
I soon perceived to be a smuggling cutter. This
discovery gave me some satisfaction at first, because I
concluded myself safe from the resentment of Sir
Timothy. But when I found myself in the hands of
ruffians, who threcatened to execute me for a spy, I
would have thought myself happily quit for a year’s
imprisonment, or even transportation. It was in vain
for me to protest my innocence. I could not persuade
them that I had taken a solitary walk to their haunt,
at such an hour, for merely my own amusement ; and
I did not think it my interest to disclose the true cause
of my retreat, because I was afraid they would have
made their peace with justice, by surrendering me to
the penalty of the law. What confirmed their suspicion
was, the appcarance of a custom-house yacht, which
gave them chase, and had well nigh made a prize of the
vessel ; when they were delivered from their fears by a
thick fog, which effectually screened them, and favoured
their arrival at Boulogne. But before they got out of
sight of their pursuer, they held a council of war about
me ; and some of the most ferocious among them would
have thrown 'me overboard, as a traitor who had
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betrayed them to their enemies; but others, more
considerate, alleged, that, if they put me to dcath, and
should afterwards be taken, they could expect no mercy
from the legislature, which would never pardon out-
lawry aggravated by murder. It was therefore deter-
mined by a plurality of votes, that I should be set on
shore in France, and left to find my passage back to
England as I should think proper, this being punishment
sufficient for the bare suspicion of a crime in itself not
capital. Although this favourable determination gave
me great pleasure, the apprehension of being robbed
would not suffer me to be perfectly at ease. To prevent
this calamity, as soon as I was untied, in consequence
of the foresaid decision, I tore a small hole in one of
my stockings, into which I dropped six guineas, reserving
half a piece and some silver in my pocket, that finding
something, they might not be tempted to make any
further inquiry. This was a very necessary precaution ;
for when we came within sight of the French shore,
one of the smugglers told me, I must pay for my passage.
To this declaration I replied, that my passage was none
of my own seeking; therefore they could not expect a
reward from me for transporting me into a strange
country by force. ‘“Damn me!” said the outlaw,
“none of your palaver; but let me see what money
you have got.” So saying, he thrust his hand into my
pocket without any ceremony, and emptied it of the
contents. Then casting an eye at my hat and wig,
which captivated his fancy, he took them off, and
clapping his own on my head, declared, that a fair
exchange was no robbery. I was fain to put up with
the bargain, which was by no means favourable to me ;
and a little while after we went all on shore together.

I resolved to take my leave of these desperadoes
without much ceremony, when one of them cautioned
me against appearing to their prejudice, if ever I returned
to England, unless I had a mind to be murdered ; for
which service, he assured me, the gang never wanted
agents. I promised to observe his advice, and departed
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for the Upper Town, where I inquired for a cabaret, or
public-house, into which I went, with an intention of
taking some rcfreshment. In the kitchen, five Dutch
sailors sat at breakfast, with a large loaf, a firkin of
butter, and a cag of brandy, the bung of which they
often applied to their mouths with great perseverance
and satisfaction. At some distance from them I
perceived another person in the same garb, sitting in a
pensive solitary manner, entertaining himsclf with a
whiff of tobacco, from the stump of a pipe as black as
jet. The appearance of distress never failed to attract
my regard and compassion. I approached this forlorn
tar with a view to offer him my assistance ; and, not-
withstanding the alteration of dress, and disguise of a
long beard, I discovered in him my long lost and lamented
uncle and benefactor, Lieutenant Bowling! Good
Heaven ! what were the agitations of my soul, between
the joy of finding again such a valuable friend, and the
sorrow of seeing him in such a low condition! The
tears gushed down my checks: I stood motionless and
silent for some time ; at length, recovering the use of
speech, exclaimed, ‘ Gracious God! Mr. Bowling!”’
My uncle no sooner heard his name mentioned, than he
started up, crying with some surprise, ““ Halloa !’ and
after having looked at me steadfastly, without being
able to recollect me, said, “ Did you call me, bréther ? "
I told him I had something extraordinary to communi-
cate, and desired him to give me the hearing for a few
minutes in another room ; but he would by no means
consent to this proposal, saying, ““ Avast there, friend ;
none of your tricks upon travellers; if you have any
thing to say to me, do it above board ; you need not
be afraid of being overheard ; here are none who under-
stand our lingo.”

Though I was loth to discover myself before company,
I could no longer refrain from telling him I was his own
nephew, Roderick Random. On this information, he
considered me with great earnestness and astonishment,
and recalling my features, which, though cnlarged, were
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not entirely altered since he had scen me, came up, and
shook me by the hand very cordially, protesting he was
glad to sec me well.  After some pause, he went on thus :
“ And yet, my lad, I am sorry to sec you under such
colours ; the more so, as it is not in my power, at present,
to change them for the better, times being very hard
with me.” With these words, [ could perceive a tear
trickle down his furrowed cheeks, which affected me
so much, that I wept bitterly. lmagining my sorrow
was the effect of my own misfortunes, he comforted me,
with observing, that life was a voyage in which we must
expect to meet with all weathers; sometimes it was
calm, sometimes rough ; that a fair gale often succeeded
a storm ; that the wind did not always sit one way, and
that despair signified nothing ; but that resolution and
skill were better than a stout vessel ; for why ? because
they require no carpenter, and grow stronger the more
labour they undergo. I dried up my tears, which I
assured him were not shed for my own distress, but for
his, and begged lcave to accompany him into another
room, where we could converse more at our ease. There
I recounted to him the ungenerous usage I had met with
from Potion; at which relation he started up, stalked
across the room three or four times in a great hurry, and,’
grasping his cudgel, cried, *“ I would I were alongside of
him-—that’s all--I would I wecre alongside of him!”
I then gave him a detail of all my adventures and
sufferings, which affected him more than I could have
imagined ; and concluded with telling him that Captain
Oakum was still alive, and that he might return to
England when he would to solicit his affairs, without
danger or molestation. He was wonderfully pleased
with this piece of information, of which, however, he
said he could not at present avail himself, for want of
money to pay his passage to London. This objection
I soon removed, by putting five guineas into his hand,
and telling him, I thought myself extremely happy in
having an opportunity of manifesting my gratitude to
him in his necessity. But it was with the utmost
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difficulty I could prevail upon him to accept of two,
which he affirmed were more than sufficient to defray
the necessary expense. After this friendly contest was
over, he proposed we should have a mess of something :
“ For,” said he, ““it has been banyan-day with me a
great while. You must know I was shipwrecked five
days ago, near a place called Lisicux, in company with
those Dutchmen who are now drinking below; and
having but little moncy when I came ashore, it was
soon spent, because I let them have share and share
while it lasted. Howsomever, I should have remem-
bered the old saying, Ewvery hog his own apple : for
when they found my hold unstowed, they went all
hands to shooling and begging, and because I would not
take a spell at the same duty, refused to give me the
least assistance; so that I have not broke bread these
two days.” I was shocked at the extremity of his
distress, and ordered some bread, cheese, and wine to be
brought immediately, to allay his hunger, until a fricasse
of chickens could be prepared. When he had recruited
his spirits with this homely fare, I desired to know the
particulars of his peregrination, since the accident at
Cape Tiberoon ; which were briefly these: the money
he had about him being all spent at Port Louis, the
civility and hospitality of the French cooled to such a
degree, that he was obliged to list on board of~one of
their king’s ships as a common foremast man, to prevent
himself from starving on shore. In this situation he
continued two years, during which time he had acquired
some knowledge of their language, and the rcputation
of a good seaman : the ship he belonged to was ordered
home to France, where she was laid up, as unfit for
service, and he was received on board of one of Monsicur
D’Antin’s squadron, in quality of quarter-master ; which
office he performed in a voyage to the West Indies,
where they engaged with our ship as before related ;
but his conscience upbraiding him for serving the
enemies of his country, he quitted the ship at the same
place where he first listed, and got to Curagoa mn a
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Dutch vessel ; there he bargained with a skipper bound
to Europe, to work for his passage to Holland, from
whence he was in hopes of hearing from his friends in
England ; but was cast away, as he mentioned before,
on the French coast, and must have been reduced to the
necessity of travelling on foot to Holland, and begging
for his subsistence on the road, or of entering on board
of another French man-of-war, at the hazard of being
treated as a deserter, if Providence had not sent me to
his succour. “And now, my lad,” continued he, “ I
think 1 shall stcer my course directly to London, where
I do not doubt of being replaced, and of having the R
taken off me by the Lords of the Admiralty, to whom
I intend to write a petition, setting forth my case. If
I succeed, I shall have wherewithal to give you some
assistance, because, when I left the ship, I had two
years’ pay due tome : therefore I desire to know whither
you are bound; and besides, perhaps, I may have
mterest cnough to procure a warrant appointing you
surgeon’s mate of the ship to which I shall belong.  For
the beadle of the Admiralty is my good friend ; and he
and one of the under-clerks are sworn brothers, and that
under-clerk has a good deal to say with one of the upper
clerks, who is very well known to the under secretary
who upon his recommendation, I hope will recommend
my affair to the first secretary ; and he again will speak
to one of the lords in my behalf : so that you see I do
not want friends to assist me on occasion—as for the
fellow, Cramplcey, tho’f I know him not, I am sure he is
neither scaman, nor officer, by what vou have told me,
or else he could never be so much mistaken in his
reckoning, as to run the ship on shore on the coast of
Sussex, before he believed himself in soundings ; neither,
when that accident happened, would he have left the
ship until she had been stove to picces, especially when
the tide was making ; wherefore, by this time, I do
supposc he has been tricd by a court-martial, and
executed for his cowardice and misconduct.” I could
not help smiling at the description of my uncle’s ladder,
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by which he proposed to climb to the attention of the
Board of Admiralty ; and though I knew the world too
well, to confide in such dependence myself, I would not
discourage him with doubts; but asked if he had no
friend in London who would advance a small sum of
moncy to enable him to appear as he ought, and make
a small present to the under secretary, who might
possibly despatch his business the sooner on that account.
He scratched his head, and, after some recollection,
replied, ““ Why, yes, T believe Daniel Whipcord the
ship-chandler 1n Wapping would not refuse me such a
small matter. I know 1 can have what credit T want,
for lodging, liquor, and clothes: but as to money I
won’t be positive : had honest Block been living, I
should not have been at a loss.” I was heartily sorry
to find a worthy man so destitute of friends, when he
had such neced of them; and looked upon my own
situation as less miserable than his, because I was
better acquainted with the selfishness and roguery of
mankind, consequently less liable to disappointment
and imposition.
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CHAPTER XILII

He takes his Passage in a Cutter for Decal-——We are
accosted by a Priest, who proves to be a Scotchman—His
Profession of ['riendship—FHe is affronted by the Lieutenant,
who afterwards appeases him by Submission—My Uncle
embarks—I am introduced by a Priest to a Capuchin, in
whose Company I set out for Paris—The Character of iy
Fellow Traveller—An Adventure on the Road—I am
shocked at his Behaviour. -

WHEN our repast was ended, we walked down to the
harbour, where we found a cutter that was to sail for
Deal in the evening, and Mr. Bowling agreed for his
passage. In the mean time, we sauntered about the
town to satisfy our curiosity, our conversation turning
on the subject of my designs, which were not as yet
fixed : neither can it be supposed that my mind was at
ease, when I found myself reduced almost to extreme
poverty, in the midst of foreigners, among whom I had
not one acquaintance to advise or befriend me. My
uncle was sensible of my forlorn condition, and pressed
me to accompany him to England, where he did not
doubt of finding some sort of provision for me: but,
besides the other reasons I had for avoiding that king-
dom, I looked upon it, at this time, as the worst country
in the universe for a honest man to live in ; and there-
fore determined to remain in France, at all events. I
was confirmed in this resolution, by a reverend priest,
who passing by at this time, and overhearing us speak
English, accosted us in the same language, telling us,
he was our countryman, and wishing it might be in his
power to do us any service. We thanked this grave
person for his courteous offer, and invited him to drink
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a glass with us, which he did not think proper to refuse,
and we went altogether into a tavern of his recommend-
ing. After having drank to our healths in a bumper of
good Burgundy, he began to inquire into our situation,
particularly the place of our nativity, which we no
sooner named, than he started up, and wringing our
hands with great fervour, shed a flood of tears, crying,
“1 come from the same part of the country ! perhaps
you arc my own relations.” I was on my guard against
his caresses, which 1 suspccted very much, when 1
remembered the adventure of the money-dropper ; but,
without any appearance of diffidence, observed, that as
he was born in that part of the country, he must cer-
tainly know our familics, which, howsoever mean our
present appearance might be, were none of the most
obscure or inconsiderable.  Then I discovered our names,
to which I found he was no stranger : he had known my
grandfather personally; and, notwithstanding an
absence of fifty years from Scotland, recounted so many
particulars of the families in the neighbourhood, that
my scruples were entirely removed, and I thought
myself happy in his acquaintance. In the course of
our conversation, I disclosed my condition without
reserve, and displayed my talents to such advantage,
that the old father looked upon me with admiration,
and assurcd me, that if I stayed in Irance, andTistened
to reason, I could not fail of making my fortune, to
which he would contribute all in his power.

My uncle began to be jealous of the priest’s insinua-
tion, and very abruptly declared, that, if ever I should
renounce my religion, he would break off all connection
and correspondence with me; for it was his opinion,
that no honest man would swerve from the principles
in which he was bred, whether Turkish, Protestant, or
Roman. The father, affronted at this declaration, with
great vechemence began a long discourse, setting forth
the danger of obstinacy, and shutting one’s eyes against
the light : he said, that ignorance would be no plea
towards justification, when we had opportunities of
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being better informed; and that, if the minds of
people had not been open to conviction, the christian
religion could not have been propagated in the world ;
and we should now be in a state of Pagan darkness and
barbarity. He endeavoured to prove, by some texts of
Scripture, and many quotations from the fathers, that
the Pope was the successor of St. Peter, and vicar of
Jesus Christ; that the church of Rome was the true
holy catholic church ; and that the Protestant faith was
an impious heresy and damnable schism, by which
many millions of souls would suffer everlasting perdition.
When he had finished this sermon, which I thought he
pronounced with more zeal than discretion, he addressed
himself to my uncle, and desired to know his objections
to what had been said. The lieutenant, whose attention
had been wholly engrossed by his own affairs, took the
pipe out of his mouth, and replied, “ As for me, friend,
d’ye see, I have no objection to what you say ; it may
be either true or false for what I know ; I meddle with
nobody’s affairs but my own; the gunner to his lin-
stock, and the steersman to the helm, as the saying is.
I trust to no creed but the compass, and do unto every
man as I would be done by ; so that I defy the Pope,
the Devil, and the Pretender ; and hope to be saved as
well as another.” This association of persons gave great
offence to the friar, who protested in a mighty passion,
that if Mr. Bowling had not been his countryman, he
would have caused him to be imprisoned for his insolence.
I ventured to disapprove of my uncle’s rashness, and
appeased the old gentleman, by assuring him, there was
no offence intended by my kinsman, who, by this time,
sensible of his error, shook the injured party by the
hand, and asked pardon for the freedom he had taken.
Matters being amicably compromised, he invited us to
come and see him in the afternoon at the convent to
which he belonged, and took his leave for the present ;

when my uncle recommended it strongly to me to
persevere in_the religion of my forefathers, whatever
advantages I might propose to myself by a change,
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which could not fail of disgracing myself, and dishonour-
ing my family. I assured him, no consideration should
induce me to forfeit his friendship and good opinion on
that score; at which assurance he discovered great
satisfaction, and put me in mind of dinner, which we
immediately bespoke, and, when it was ready, ate
together.

I imagined my acquaintance with the Scottish priest,
if properly managed, might turn out to my advantage,
and therefore resolved to cultivate it as much as I
could. With this view we visited him at his convent,
according to his invitation, where he treated us with
wine and sweetmeats, and showed us every thing that
was ‘remarkable in the monastery. Having been thus
entertained, we took our leave, though not before I had
promised to see him next day; and the time fixed for
my uncle’s embarking being come, I accompanied him
to the harbour, and saw him on board. We parted not
without tears, after we had embraced, and wished one
another all manner of prosperity; and he entreated
me to write to him often, directing to Lieutenant
Bowling, at the sign of the Union Flag, near the Hermi-
tage, London.

I returned to the house in which we had met, where
I passed the night in a very solitary manner, reflecting
on the severity of my fate, and endeavouring t3 project
some likely scheme of life for the future; but my
invention failed me ; I saw nothing but insurmountable
difficulties in my way, and was ready to despair at the
miserable prospect! That I might not, however,
neglect any probable means, I got up in the morning,
and went directly to the father, whose advice and
assistance I implored. He received me very kindly,
and gave me to understand, that there was one way of
life in which a person of my talents could not fail of
making a great figure. I guessed his meaning, and told
him once for all, I was fully determined against any
alteration in point of religion, therefore, if his proposal
regarded the church, he might save himself the trouble
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of explaining it. He shook his head, and sighed,
saying, ““ Ah ! son, son, what a glorious prospect is here
spoiled, by your stubborn prejudice! Suffer yourself
to be persuaded by reason, and consult your temporal
welfare, as well as the concerns of your eternal soul.
I can, by my interest, procure your admission as a
noviciate into this convent, where I will supermtend
and direct you with a truly paternal affection,”” Then
he launched out into the praises of a monastic life,
which no noise disturbs, no cares molest, and no danger
invades ; where the heart is weaned from carnal attach-
ments, the grosser appetites subdued and chastised, and
the soul wafted to divine regions of philosophy and truth,
on the wings of studious contemplation. But ' his
eloquence was lost upon me, whom two considerations
enabled to withstand his temptations; namely, my
promise to my uncle, and my aversion to an ecclesiastical
life ; for, as to the difference of religion, I looked upon it
as a thing of too small moment to come in competition
with a man’s fortune. Finding me immovable on this
head, he told me he was more sorry than offended at
my non-compliance, and still ready to employ his good
offices in my behalf. ‘‘ The same erroneous maxims,

said he, ““ that obstruct your promotion in the church,
will infallibly prevent your advancement in the army ;
but if you can brook the condition of a servant, I am
acquainted with some people of rank at Versailles, to
whom I can give you letters of recommendation, that
you may be entertained by some one of them in quality
of matire d’hotel; and I do not doubt that your quali-
fications will soon entitle you to a better provision.”
I embraced his offer with great eagerness; and he
appointed me to come back in the afternoon, when he
would not only give me letters, but likewise introduce
me to a capuchin of his acquaintance, who intended to
set out for Paris next morning, in whose company I
might travel, without being at the expense of one livre
during the whole journey. This piece of good news
gave me infinite pleasure; I acknowledged my obliga-
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tion to the benevolent father, in the most grateful
expressions ; and he performed his promise to a tittle,
in delivering the letters, and making me acquainted
with tae capuchin, with whom I departed next morning
by brezk of day.

It was not long before I discovered my fellow-traveller
to be a merry facetious fellow, who, notwithstanding
his profession and appearance of mortification, loved
good eating and drinking better than his rosary, and
paid more adoration to a pretty girl than to the Virgin
Mary, or . Genevieve. He was a thick brawny young
man, with red eyebrows, a hook nose, a face covered
with freckles ; and his name was Frére Balthazar. His
order did n>t permit him to wear linen, so that, having
little occasion to undress himself, he was none of the
cleanliest animals in the world ; and his constitution
was naturally so strongly scented, that I always thought
it convenient to keep to the windward of him in our
march. As he was perfectly well known on the road,
we fared sumptuously without any cost, and the fatigue
of our journey was much alleviated by the good humour
of my companion, who sung an infinite number of
catches on the subjects of love and wine. We took up
our lodging the first night at a peasant’s house not far
from Abbeville, where we were entertained with an
excellent ragout, cooked by our landlord’s daughters,
one of whom was very handsome. After having caten
heartily, and drank a sufficient quantity of small wine,
we were conducted to a barn, where we found a couple
of carpets spread upon clean straw for our reception.
We had not lain in this situation above half an hour,
when we heard somebody knock softly at the door,
upon which Balthazar got up, and let in our host’s two
daughters, who wanted to have. some private conver-
sation with him in the dark ; when they had whispered
together for some time, the capuchin came to me, and
asked if I was insensible to love, and so hard hearted as
to refuse a share of my bed to a pretty maid, who had a
tendre for me? I must own, to my shame, that I
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suffered myself to be overcome by my passion, and with
great eagerness seized the occasion, when I understood
the amiable Nanette was to be my bedfellow. In'vain
did my reason suggest the respect that I owed (o my
dear mistress Narcissa ; the idea of that lovely charmer
rather increased than allayed the ferment of my spirits ;
and the young paysanne had no reason to complain of
my remembrance. Early in the morning, the kind
creatures left us to our repose, which lasted till eight
o’clock, when we got up, and were treated at breakfast
with chocolate and 'eau de vie, by our paramours,. of
whom we took a tender leave, after my companion had
confessed and given them absolution. While we
proceeded on our journey, the conversation turned
upon the night’s adventure, being introduced by the
capuchin, who asked me how I liked my lodging: I
declared my satisfaction, and talked in rapture of the
agreeable Nanette ; at which he shook his head, and
smiling, said, she was a morceau pour la bonne bouche.
“1 never valued muyself,”’ continued he, ‘“upon any
thing so much as the conquest of Nanette ; and, vanity
apart, I have been pretty fortunate in my amours.”
This information shocked me not a little, as I was well
convinced of his intimacy with her sister ; and though
I did not -care to tax him with downright incest, I
professed my astonishment at his last night’s choice,
when, I supposed, the other was at his devotion. To
this hint, he answered, that, besides his natural com-
plaisance to the sex, he had another reason to distribute
his favours equally between them, namely, to preserve
peace in the family, which could not otherwise be
maintained ; that, moreover, Nanette had conceived
an affection for me, and he loved her too well to baulk
her inclination; more especially when he had an
opportunity of obliging his friend at the same time. I
thanked him for this instance of his friendship, though
I was extremely disgusted at his want of delicacy, and
cursed the occasion that threw me in his way. Libertine
as I was, I could not bear to see a man behave so wide
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of the character he assumed : I looked upon him as a
person of very little worth or honesty, and should have
even kept a wary eye upon my pocket, if I had thought
he could have any temptation to steal. But I could
not conceive the use of money to a capuchin, who is
obliged, by the rules of his order, to appear like a beggar,
and enjoys all other necessaries of life gratis; besides,
my fellow-traveller seemed to be of a complexion too
careless and sanguine to give me any apprehension on
that score ; so that I proceeded with great confidence,
in expectation of being soon at my journey’s end.
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CHAPTER XLIII

We lodge at a House near Amiens, where I am robbed by
the Capuchin, who escapes while I am asleep—I go to
Noyons in scarch of him, but without success—NMake my
Condition known to several People, but find no Relief—
Grow desperate——Join a Company of Soldiers—Enlist in the
Regiment of Picardy—\We are ordered into Germany—I
find the Fatigues of the March almest intolerable—Quarrel
with my Comrade in a Dispute about Politics—He challenges
me to the Field, wounds and disarms me.

THE third night of our pilgrimage we passed at a house
near Amiens, where Balthazar being unknown, we
supped upon indifferent fare, and sour wine, and were
fain to lie in a garret, upon an old mattrass, which, I
believe, had been in the possession of ten thousand
myriads of fleas, time out of mind. We did not invade
their territory with impunity : in less than a minute we
were attacked by stings innumerable ; in spite of which,
however, we fell fast asleep, being excessively fatigued
with our day’s march, and did not wake till nine next
morning, when seeing myself alone, I started up in a
terrible fright, and examining my pockets, found my
presaging fear too truc! My companion had made free
with my cash, and left me to seek my way to Paris by
myself ! I ran down stairs immediately ; and with a
look full of grief and amazement, inquired for the
mendicant, who, they gave me to understand, had set
out four hours before, after having told them, I was a
little indisposed, and desired I might not be disturbed,
but be informed when I should awake that he had taken
the road to Noyons, where he would wait for my coming
at the Coq d'Or. I spoke not a word, but with a heavy
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heart directed my course to that place, at which I
arrived in the afternoon, fainting with weariness and
hunger ; but learned, to my utter confusion, that no
such person had been there ! It was happy for me that
I had a good deal of resentment in my constitution,
which animated me on such occasions against the
villainy of mankind, and enabled me to bear misfortunes
otherwise intolerable. Boiling with indignation, I
discovered to the host my deplorable condition, and
inveighed with great bitterness against the treachery of
Balthazar ; at which he shrugged up his shoulders,
and, with a peculiar grimace in his countenance, said,
he was sorry for my misfortune ; but there was no
remedy like patience. At that instant some guests
arrived, to whom he hastened to offer his service,
leaving me mortified at his indifference, and {fully
persuaded that an innkeeper is the same sordid animal
all the world over. While I stood in the porch, forlorn
and undetermined, venting ejaculations of curses
against the thief who robbed me, and the old priest
who recommended him to my friendship, a young
gentleman richly dressed, attended by a valet de
chambre and two servants in livery, arrived at the inn.
I thought I perceived a great deal of sweetness and good
nature in his countenance ; therefore he had no sooner
alighted than I accosted him, and, in a few words,
cxplained my situation : he listened with great polite-
ness, and, when I had made an end of my story, said,
“ Well, Monsieur, what would you have me to do? ”
I was effectually abashed at this interrogation, which I
believe no man of common sense or generosity could
make, and made no other reply than a low bow: he
returned the compliment still lower, and tript into an
apartment, while the landlord let me know, that my
standing there to interrupt company gave offence, and
might do him infinite prejudice. He had no occasion
to repeat his insinuation; I moved from the place
immediately ; and was so much transported with
grief, anger, and disdain, that a torrent of blood gushed
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from my nostrils. In this ecstasy I quitted Noyons,
and betook myself to the fields, where I wandered about
like one distracted, till my spirits were quite exhausted,
and I was obliged to throw myself down at the root of
a tree, to rest my wearied limbs. Here my rage forsook
me ; I began to feel the importunate cravings of nature,
and relapsed into silent sorrow, and melancholy reflection.
I revolved all the crimes I had been guilty of, and found
them so few and venial, that I could not comprehend
the justice of that Providence, which, after having
exposed me to so much wretchedness and danger, left
me a prey to famine at last in a foreign country, where
I had not one friend or acquaintance to close my eyes,
and do the last offices of humanity to my miserable
carcase. A thousand times I wished myself a bear,
that I might retreat to woods and deserts, far from the
hospitable haunts of man, where I could live by my own
talents, independent of treacherous friends, and super-
cilious scorn.

As I lay in this manner groaning over my hapless fate,
I heard the sound of a violin, and raising my head,
perceived a company of men and women dancing on
the grass at some distance from me. I looked upon this
to be a favourable season for distress to attract com-
passion, when every selfish thought is banished, and
the heart dilated with mirth and social joy ; wherefore
I got up and approached this happy people, whom I
soon discovered to be a party of soldiers, with their
wives and children, unbending and diverting them-
selves at this rate, after the fatigue of a march. I had
never before seen such a parcel of scare-crows together,
neither could I reconcile their meagre gaunt looks,
their squalid and ragged attire, and every other external
symptom of extreme woe, with this appearance of
festivity. I saluted them, however, and was received
with great politeness; after which they formed a ring,
and danced around me. This jollity had a wonderful
effect upon my spirits! I was infected with their
gaiety, and, in spite of my dismal situation, forgot my
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cares, and joined in their extravagance. When we had
recreated ourselves a good while at this diversion, the
ladies spread their manteaus on the ground, upon which
they emptied their knapsacks of some onions, coarse
bread, and a few flasks of poor wine. Being invited to a
share of the banquet, I sat down with the rest, and in
the whole course of my life never made a more comfort-
able meal. When our repast was ended, we got up
again to dance ; and now that I found myself refreshed,
I behaved to the admiration of everybody. I was
loaded with a thousand compliments, and professions
of friendship; the men commended my person and
agility, and the women were loud in praise of my bonne
grace; the sergeant in particular expressed so much
regard for me, and described the pleasures of a soldier’s
life with so much art, that I began to listen to his pro-
posal of enlisting me in the service; and the more I
considered my own condition, the more I was convinced
of the necessity I was under to come to a speedy determi-
nation. Having, therefore, maturely weighed the
circumstances pro and con. I signified my consent, and
was admitted into the regiment of Picardy, said-to be
the oldest corps in Europe. The company to which
this command belonged was quartered at a village not
far off, whither we marched next day, and I was presented
to my captain, who seemed very well pleased with my
appearance, gave me a crown to drink, and ordered me
to be accommodated with clothes, arms, and accoutre-
ments. Then I sold my livery suit, purchased linen,
and, as I was at great pains to learn the exercise, in a
very short time became a complete soldier.

It was not long before. we received orders to join
several more regiments, and march with all expedition
into Germany, in order to reinforce Mareschal Duc de
Noailles, who was then encamped with his army on the
side of the river Mayne, to watch the motions of the
English, Hanoverians, Austrians, and Hessians, under
the command of the Earl of Stair. We began our
march accordingly, and then I became acquainted with
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that part of a soldier’s life to which I had been hitherto
a stranger. It is impossible to describe the hunger and
thirst I sustained, and the fatigue I underwent in a
march of so many hundred miles ; during which I was
so much chafed with the heat and motion of my limbs,
that in a very short time the inside of my thighs and
legs was deprived of skin, and I proceeded in the utmost
torture. This misfortune I owed to the plumpness of
my constitution, which 1 cursed, and envied the withered
condition of my comrades, whose bodies could not spare
juice enough to supply a common issue, and were indeed
proof against all manner of friction. The continual
pain I felt made me fretful, and my peevmhnecs was
increased by the mortification of my pride in seeing
those miserable wretches, whom a hard gale of wind
would have scattered through the air like chaff, bear
those toils with alacrity, under which 1 was read_\-' to
sink.

One day, while we enjoyed a halt, and the soldiers
with their wives had gone out to dance, according to
custom, my comrade stayed at home with me on
pretence of friendship, and insulted me with his pity
and consolation! He told me, though I was young and
tender at present, I would soon be scasoned to the
service ; and he did not doubt but I should have the
honour to contribute in some measure to the glory of
the king. “ Have courage, therefore, my child,” said
he, * and pray to the good God, that you may be as
happy as 1 am, who have had the honour of serving
Lewis the Great, and of receiving many wounds in
helping to establish his glory.”” When I looked upon
the contemptible object that pronounced these words,
1 was amazed at the infatuation that possessed him ;
and could not help expressing my astonishment at the
absurdity of a rational being, who thinks himself highly
honoured in being permitted to encounter abject poverty,
oppression, famine, disease, mutilation, and evident
death, merely to gratify the vicious ambition of a prince,
by whom his sufferings were disregarded, and his name
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utterly unknown. I observed that, if his situation was
the consequence of compulsion, I would praise his
patience and fortitude in bearing his lot; if he had
taken up arms in defence of his injured country, he was
to be applauded for his patriotism ; or, if he had fled
to this way of life as a refuge from a greater evil, he was
justifiable in his own conscience, though I could have
no notion of misery more extreme than that he suffered ;
but to put his condition on the footing of conducting to
the glory of his prince, was no more than professing
himself a desperate slave, who voluntarily underwent
the utmost wretchedness and peril, and committed the
most flagrant crimes, to soothe the barbarous pride of a
fellow-creature, his superior in nothing but the power
he derived from the submission of such wretches as him.
The soldier was very much affronted at the liberty I
took with his king, which he said nothing but my
ignorance could excuse. He affirmed, that the charac-
ters of princes were sacred, and ought not to be profaned
by the censure of their subjects, who were bound by
their allegiance to obey their commands, of what nature
soever, without scruple or repining ; and advised me to
correct the rebellious principles 1 had imbibed among
the English, who, for their insolence to their kings, were
notorious all over the world, even to a proverb.

In vindication of my countrymen, I repeated all the
arguments commonly used to prove that every man has
a natural right to liberty ; that allegiance and protection
are reciprocal ; that, when the mutual tie is broken by
the tyranny of the kimg, he is accountable tothe people
for his breach of contract, and subject to the penalty of
the law ; and that those insurrections of the English,
which are branded with the name of rebellion by the
slaves of arbitrary power, were no other than glorious
efforts to rescue that independence which was their
birthright, from the ravenous claws of usurping ambition.
The Frenchman, provoked at the little deference I paid
to the kingly name, lost all patience, and reproached me
in such a manner that my temper forsook me, and I
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clenched my fist, with an intention to give him a hearty
box on the ear. Perceiving my design, he started back,
and demanded a parley; upon which I checked my
indignation, and he gave me to understand that a
Frenchman never forgave a blow ; therefore, if I was not
weary of my life, I would do well to spare him that morti-
fication, and do him the honour of measuring my sword
with his, like a gentleman. I took his advice, and
followed him to a field hard by, where indeed I was
ashamed at the pitiful figure of my antagonist, who was a
poor, little, shivering creature, decrepit with age, and
blind of one eye. But I soon found the folly of judging
from appearances, being at the second pass wounded in
the sword-hand, and immediately disarmed with a jerk,
that I thought the joint was dislocated. I was no less
confounded than enraged at this event, especially as my
adversary did not bear his success with all the modera-
tion that might have been expected ; for he insisted upon
my asking pardon for affronting his king and him. This
proposal I would by no means comply with, but told him
it was a mean condescension, which no gentleman in his
circumstances ought to propose, nor any in my situation
ought to perform ; and that, if he persisted in his un-
generous demand, I would in my turn claim satisfaction
with my musket, when we should be more upon a par
than with the sword, of which he seemed so much master.
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CHAPTER XLIV

In order to be revenged, I learn the Science of Defence—
We join the Mareschal Duc de Noailles—Are engaged with
the Allies at Dettingen, and put to Flight—The Behaviour
of the French Soldiers on that occasion—I industriously
seek another Combat with the old Gascon, and vanquish
him in my turn—Our Regiment is put into Winter-quarters
at Rheims, where I find my friend Strap—Our Recognition
—He supplies me with Money, and procures my Discharge
—We take a Trip to Paris; from whence, by the way of
Flanders, we set out for London, where we safely arrive.

HEe was disconcerted at this declaration, to which he
made no reply, but repaired to the dancers, among whom
he recounted his victory, with many exaggerations and
gascopades ; while I, taking up my sword, went to my
quarters, and examined my wound, which I found was of
no consequence. The same day, an Irish drummer,
having heard of my misfortune, visited me, and, after
having condoled me on the chance of war~gave me to
understand, that he was master of the sword, and would,
in a very short time, instruct me so thoroughly in that
noble science, that I should be able to chastise the old
Gascon for his insolent boasting at my expense. This
friendly office he proffered, on pretence of the regard he
had for his countrymen ; but I afterwards learned, the
true motive was no other than a jealousy he entertained
of a correspondence between the Frenchman and his
wife, which he did not think proper to resent in person.
Be this as it will, I accepted his offer, and practised his
lessons with such application, that I soon believed my-
self a match for my conqueror. In the mean time we
continued our march, and arrived at the camp of
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Mareschal Noailles, the night before the battle of
Dettingen, Notwithstanding the fatigue we had under-
gone, our regiment was one of those that were ordered
next day to cross the river, under the command of the
Duc de Gramont, to take possession of a narrow defile,
through which the Allies must of necessity have passed
at a great disadvantage, or remain where they were, and
perish for want of provision, if they would not condescend
to surrender at discretion. How they suffered them-
selves to be pent up in this manner, it is not my province
to relate ; I shall only observe, that, when we had taken
possession of our ground, I heard an old officer, in conver-
sation with another, express a surprise at the conduct of
Lord Stair, who had the reputation of a good general.
But it seems, at this time, that nobleman was overruled,
and only acted in an inferior character ; so that no part
of the blame could be imputed to him, who declared his
disapprobation of the step, in consequence of which the
whole army was in the utmost danger ; but Providence
or Destiny acted miracles in their behalf, by disposing the
Duc de Gramont to quit his advantageous post, pass the
defile and attack the English, who were drawn up in order
of battle on the plain, and who handled us so roughly,
that, after having lost a great number of our men, we
turned our backs without ceremony, and fled with such
precipitation, that many hundreds perished in the river,
through pure fear and confusion ; for the enemy was so
generous, that they did not pursue us one inch of ground ;
and if our consternation would have permitted, we
might have retreated with great order and deliberation.
But, notwithstanding the royal clemency of the King of
Great Britain, who headed the Allies in person, and, no
doubt, put a stop to the carnage, our loss amounted to
5,000 men, among whom were many officers of distinc-
tion. Our miscarriage opened a passage for the foe to
Hanau, whither they immediately marched, leaving their
sick and wounded in the care of the French, who next day
took possession of the field of battle, buried the dead, and
treated the living with humanity. This circumstance
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was a great consolation to us, who thence took occasion
to claim the victory; and the genius of the French
nation never appeared more conspicuous than now, in the
rodomontades they uttered on the subject of their gener-
osity and courage. Every man, by his own account, per-
formed feats that eclipsed all the heroes of antiquity.
One compared himself to a lion retiring at leisure from
his cowardly pursuers, who keep at a wary distance, and
gall him with their darts. Another likened himself to a
bear who retreats with his face to the enemy, who dare
not assail him ; and the third assumed the character of a
desperate stag, that turns upon the hounds and keeps
them at bay. There was not a private soldier engaged,
who-had not, by the prowess of his single arm, demolished
a whole platoon, or put a squadron of horse to flight ;
and, among others, the meagre Gascon extolled his
exploits above those of Hercules or Charlemagne. As I
still retained my resentment for the disgrace I suffered
in my last rencontre with him, and, now that I thought
myself qualified, longed for an opportunity to retrieve my
honour, I magnified the valour of the English with all the
hyperboles I could imagine, and decried the pusillanimity
of the French in the same style, comparing them to hares
flying before greyhounds, or mice pursued by cats ; and
passed an ironical compliment on the speed he exerted in
his flight, which, considering his age and ipfirmities, I
said was surprising. He was stung to the quick by this
sarcasm, and, with an air of threatening disdain bade me
know myself better, and remember the correction I had
lately received from him for my insolence ; for he might
not always be in the humour of sparing a wretch who
abused his goodness. To this inuendo I made no reply,
but a kick in the breech, which overturned him in an
instant. He started up with wonderful agility, and,
drawing his sword, attacked me with great fury. Several
people interposed ; but when he informed them of its
being an affair of honour, they retired, and left us to
decide the battle by ourselves. I sustained his onset
with little damage, having only received a small scratch
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on my right shoulder, and seeing his breath and vigour

almost exhausted, assaulted him in my turn, closed with

him, and wrested his sword out of his hand in the

struggle. Having thus acquired the victory, I desired

him to beg his life ; to which demand he made no answer,

but shrugged up his shoulders to his ears, expanded his -
hands, elevated the skin on his forehead and eyebrows,

and depressed the corners of his mouth in such a manner,

that I could scarce refrain from laughing aloud at his

grotesque appearance. That I might, however, mortify

his vanity, which triumphed without bounds over my"
misfortune, I thrust his sword up to the hilt in something

(it was not a tansy) that lay smoking on the plain, and

joined the rest of the soldiers with an air of tranquillity

and indifference.

There was nothing more of moment attempted by
either of the armies during the remaining part of the’
campaign, which being ended, the English marched back
to the Netherlands ; part of our army was detached to
French Flanders, and our regiment ordered into winter
quarters in Champagne. It was the fate of the grenadier
company, to which I now belonged, to lie at Rheims,
where I found myself in the utmost want of everything ;
my pay, which amounted to five sols a day, far from
supplying me with necessaries, being scarce sufficient to
procure a wretched subsistence, to keep soul and body
together ; so that I was, by hunger and hard duty,
brought down to the meagre condition of my fellow-
soldiers, and my linen reduced from three tolerable shirts
to two pair of sleeves and necks, the bodies having been
long ago converted into spatterdashes ; and, after all, I
was better provided than any private man in the regi-
ment. In this urgency of my affairs, I wrote to my
uncle in England, though my hopes from that quarter
were not at all sanguine, for the reasons I have already
explained ; and, in the meantime, had recourse to my
old remedy, patience, consoling myself with the flattering
suggestions of a lively imagination, that never abandoned
me in distress.
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One day, while I stood sentinel at the gate of a general
officer, a certain nobleman came to the door followed by a
gentleman in mourning, to whom, at parting, I heard him
saying, *“ You may depend upon my good offices.” This
assurance was answered by a low bow of the person in
black, who, turning to go away, discovered to me the
individual countenance of my old friend and adherent
Strap. I was so much astonished at the sight, that I
lost the power of utterance, and before I could recollect
myself, he was gone without taking any notice of me.
Indeed, had he stayed, I scarcely should have ventured
to accost him; because, though I was perfectly well
acquainted with the features of his face, I could not be
positively certain as to the rest of his person, which was
very much altered for the better since he left me at
London ; neither could I perceive by what means he was
enabled to appear in the sphere of a gentleman, to which,
while I knew him, he had not even the ambition to aspire.
But I was too much concerned in the affair to neglect
further information, and therefore took the first oppor-
tunity of asking the porter if he knew the gentleman to
whom the marquis spoke. The Swiss told me, his name
was Monsieur d’Estrapes; that he had been valet-de-
chambre to an English gentleman lately deceased ; and
that he was very much regarded by the marquis for his
fidelity to his master, between whom and that nobleman
a very intimate friendship had subsisted. Nothing could
be more agreeable to me than this piece of intelligence,
which banished all doubt of it being my friend, who had
found means to frenchify his name as well as his behav-
iour since we parted. As soon, therefore, as I was
relieved, I went to his lodging, according to a
direction given me by the Swiss, and had the good for-
tune to find him at home. That I might surprise him the
mote, I concealed my name and business, and only
desired the servant of the house to tell Monsieur
d’Estrapes, that I begged the honour of half an hour’s
conversation with him.. He was confounded and dis-
mayed at the message, when he understood it was sent
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by a soldier. Though he was conscious to himself of no
crime, all that he had heard of the Bastile appeared to
his imagination with aggravated horror, and it was not
before I had waited a considerable time, that he had
resolution enough to bid the servant show me upstairs.
When I entered his chamber, he returned my bow with
great civility, and endeavoured, with forced complais-
ance, to disguise his fear, which appeared in the paleness
of his face, the wildness of his looks, and the shaking of
his limbs. I was diverted at his consternation, which
redoubled, when I told him in French, I had business for
his private ear, and demanded a particular audience.
The valet being withdrawn, I asked in the same language,
if his name was d'Estrapes ? to which he answered; with
a faltering tongue, “ The same, at your service.” *‘ Are
you a Frenchman ? "’ said I. “ I have not the honour of
being Frenchman born,” replied he, “ but I have ar?
infinite veneration for the country.” I then desired he
would do me the honour to look at me; which he no
sooner did, than, struck with my appearance, he started
back, and cried in English, “ O Jesus! sure it can’t!
No, ’tis impossible!”” I smiled at his interjections,
saying, ‘I suppose you are too much of a gentleman
to own your friend in adversity.” When he heard me
pronounce these words in our own language he leaped
upon me in a transport of joy, hung about my neck,
kissed me from ear to ear, and blubbered like a great
schoolboy who had been whipt.—Then observing my
dress, he set up his throat crying, “ O Lord! O Lord!
that ever I should live to see my dearest friend reduced
to the condition of a foot-soldier in the French service !
Why did you consent to my leaving you ?—But I know
the reason—you thought you had got more creditable
friends, and grew ashamed of my acquaintance.—Ah!
Lord help us! though I was a little shortsighted, I was
not altogether blind. And though I did not complain,
I was not the less sensible of your unkindness, which
was indeed the only thing that induced me to ramble
abroad, the Lord knows whither; but I must own it
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has been a lucky ramble for me, and so I forgive you,
and may God forgive you;—O Lord! O Lord! is it
come to this? ” I was nettled at the charge, which,
though just, I could not help thinking unseasonable,
and told him with some tartness, that, whether his
suspicions were well or ill grounded, he might have
chosen a more convenient opportunity of introducing
them ; and that the question now was, whether or no
he found himself disposed to lend me any assistance.
“ Disposed ! ”’ replied he with great emotion, ““ I thought
you had known me so well, as to assure yourself, without
asking, that I and all that belongs to me are at your
command. In the meantime, you shall dine with me,
and I will tell you something that, perhaps, will not be
displeasing unto you.” Then wringing my hand, he
said, ““ It makes my heart bleed to see you in that
warb!”’ I thanked him for his invitation, which, I
observed, could not be unwelcome to a person who had
not eaten a comfortable meal these seven months.
But I had another request to make, which I begged he
would grant before dinner, and that was the loan of a
shirt; for although my back had been many weeks a
stranger to any comfort of that kind, my skin was not
yet familiarized to the want of it. He stared in my
face, with a woeful countenance, at this declaration,
which he could scarce believe, until I explaiwed it, by
unbuttoning my coat, and disclosing my naked body ;
a circumstance that shocked the tender-hearted Strap,
who with tears in his eyes, ran to a chest of drawers,
and, taking out some linen, presented to me a very
fine ruffled holland shirt, and cambric neckcloth,
assuring me, he had three dozen of the same kind at my
service. I was ravished at this piece of good news, and
having accommodated myself in a moment, hugged
my benefactor for his generous offer, saying, I was
overjoyed to find him undebauched by prosperity,
which seldom fails to corrupt the heart. He bespoke
for dinner some soup and bouillé, a couple of pullets
roasted, and a dish of asparagus, and in the interim
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entertained me with biscuit and Burgundy; after
which repast, he entreated me to gratify his longing
desire of knowing every circumstance of my fortune
since his departure from London. This request I
complied with, beginning at the adventure of Gawky,
and relating every particular event in which I had been
concerned from that day to the present hour. During
the recital, my friend was strongly affected, according
to the various situations described. He started with
surprise, glowed with indignation, gaped with curiosity,
smiled with pleasure, trembled with fear, and wept with
sorrow, as the vicissitudes of my life inspired these
different passions; and, when my story was ended,
signified his amazement on the whole, by lifting up his
eyes, and hands, and protesting, that though I was a
young man, I had suffered more than all the blessed
martyrs.

After dinner, I desired in my turn to know the particu-
lars of his peregrination, and he satisfied me in a few
words, by giving me to understand that he had lived a
year at Paris with his master, who in that time having
acquired the language, as well as the fashionable exer-
cises, to perfection, made a tour of France and Holland,
during which excursion he was so unfortunate as to
meet with three of his own countrymen on their travels,
in whose company he committed such excesses, that his
constitution failed, and he fell into a consumption ;
that, by the advice of physicians, he went to Montpellier
for the benefit of good air, and recovered so well in six
weeks, that he returned to Rheims, seemingly in good
health, where he had not continued above a month,
when he was seized with a looseness that carried him
off in ten days, to the unspeakable sorrow of all who
knew him, and especially of Strap, who had been very
happy in his service, and given such satisfaction, that
his _master, on his deathbed, recommended him to
several persons of distinction, for his diligence, sobriety,
and affection, and left him by will his wearing apparel,
gold watch, sword, rings, ready money, and all the
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movables he had in France, to the value of three hundred
pounds, ““ which I now,” said he, *“ in the sight of God
and man, surrender to your absolute disposal. Here
are my keys, take them, I beseech you, and God give
you joy of the possession.” My brain was almost
turned by the sudden change of fortune, which I could
scarce believe real; however, 1 positively refused this
extravagant offer of my friend, and put him in mind of
my being a soldier ; at which hint he started, crying,
“Qdso! that’s true—we must procure your discharge.
I have some interest with a nobleman who is able to do
me that favour.” We consulted about this affair, and
it was determined, that Monsieur d’Estrapes should
wait upon the marquis in the morning, and tell him he
had by accident found his brother, whom he had not
seen for many years before, a private soldier in the
tgiment of Picardy, and implore that nobleman’s
interest for his discharge. In the meantime we enjoyed
ourselves over a bottle of good Burgundy, and spent
the evening in concerting schemes for our future con-
duct, in case I should Re so lucky as to get rid of the
army, The business was to make ourselves easy for
life, by means of his legacy, a task very difficult, and,
in the usual methods of laying out money, .altogether
impracticable ; so that after much canvassing, we could
come to no resolution that night, but when we parted,
recommended the matter to the serious attention of
each other. As for my own part, I puzzled my imagina-
tion to no purpose. When I thought of turning mer-
chant, the smallness of our stock, and the risk of seas,
enemies, and markets, deterred me from that scheme.
If I should settle as a surgeon in my own country, I
would find the business already overstocked ; or, if 1
pretended to set up in England, must labour under
want of friends, and powerful opposition, obstacles
insurmountable by the most shining merit. Neither
should I succeed jn my endeavours to rise in the state,
inasmuch as I could neither flatter nor pimp for courtiers,
nor prostitute my pen in defence of a wicked and

D
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contemptible administration. Before I could form any
feasible project, I fell asleep, and my fancy was blessed
with the image of the dear Narcissa, who seemed to
smile upon my passion, and offer her hand as a reward
for all my toils.

Early in the morning, I went to the lodgings of my
friend, whom I found exulting over his happy invention ;
for I no sooner entered his apartment, than he addressed
himself to me in these words, with a smile of self-
applause : ““ Well, Mr. Random, a lucky thought may
come into a fool's head sometimes. I have hit it; I'll
hold you a button my plan is better than yours, for all
your learning. But you shall have the preference in
this, as in all other things; therefore proceed, and let
us know the effects of your meditation, and then I will
impart my own simple excogitatigns.” I told him,
that not one thought had occurred to me that deserve®
the least notice, and signified my impatience to be
acquainted with the fruits of his reflection. ““ As we
have not,” said he, ‘“ money sufficient to maintain us
during a tedious expectation, i is my opinion that a
bold push must be made ; and I see none so likely to
succeed, as your appearing in the character of a gentle-
man (which is your due), and making your addresses
to some lady of fortune, who can render you independent
at once. Nay, don’t stare; I affirm that this scheme
is both prudent and honourable ; for I would not have
you throw yourself away upon an old, toothless, wheezing
dame, whose breath would stink you into a consumption
in less than three months. Neither would I advise
you to assume the character of a wealthy squire, as
your common fortune-hunters do, by which means
many a poor lady is cheated into matrimony, and,
instead of enjoying the pomp and grandeur that was
promised, sees her dowry seized by her husband’s
rapacious creditors, and herself reduced to misery and
despair. No, I know you have a soul that disdains
such imposition, and are master of qualifications both
of mind and body, which alone entitle you to a match
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that will set you above the world. I have clothes in
my possession that a duke need not be ashamed to wear.
I believe they will fit you as they are ; if not, there are
plenty of tailors in France. Let us take a short trip
to Paris, and provide ourselves with all other necessaries,
then set out for England, where I intend to do myself
the honour of attending you in quality of a valet. This
expedient will save you the expense of a servant, shav-
ing, and dressing ; and I doubt not but, by the blessing
of God, we shall bring matters to a speedy and fortunate
issue.” Extravagant as this proposal was, I listened
to it with pleasure, because it flattered my vanity, and
indulged a ridiculous hope I began to entertain of
inspirlng Narcissa with a mutual flame.

After breakfast, Monsieur d’Estrapes went to pay his
devoirs to the marquis, and was so successful in his
4bplication, that I obtained a discharge in a few days,
upon which we set out for Paris. Here I had time to
reflect and congratulate myself upon this sudden
transition of fate, which, to bear with moderation,
required some degree of philosophy and self-denial.
This truth will be more obvious, if I give a detail of the
particulars, to the quiet possession of which I was raised
in an instant, from the most abject misery and contempt.
My wardrobe consisted of five fashionable coats, full
mounted, two of which were plain, one of cut velvet,
one trimmed with gold, and agother with silver lace ;
two frocks, one of white drab with large plate buttons,
the other of blue, with gold binding ; one waistcoat of
gold brocade; one of blue satin, embroidered with
silver ; one of green silk, trimmed with broad figured
gold lace ; one of black silk, with fringes ; one of white
satin, one of black cloth, and one of scarlet ; six pair
of cloth breeches, one pair of crimson, and another of
black velvet; twelve pair of white silk stockings, as
many of black silk, and the same number of fine cotton ;
one hat, laced with gold, point d’Espagne, another with
silver lace scolioped, a third with gold binding, and a
fourth plain ; three dozen of fine ruffled shirts, as many
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neckcloths ; one dozen of cambric handkerchiefs, and
the like number of silk. The other movables which 1
possessed, by the generosity and friendship of Strap,
were a gold watch, with a chased case; two valuable
diamond rings, two mourning swords, one with a silver
handle, and a fourth, cut steel, inlaid with gold, a
diamond stock-buckle, and a set of stone buckles for the
knees and shoes ; a pair of silver mounted pistols, with
rich housings ; a gold-headed cane, and a snuff-box of
tortoiseshell, mounted with gold, having the picture of
a lady in the top. The gentleman left many other
things of value, which my friend had converted into
cash before I met with him ; so that, over and above
these particulars, our stock in ready money amounted
to something more than two hundred pounds.

Thus equipped, I put on the gentleman of figure, and,
attended by my honest friend, who was contented with
the station of my valet, visited the Louvre, examined
the gallery of Luxembourg, and appeared at Versailles,
where I had the honour of seeing his Most Christian
Majesty eat a considerable quantity of olives. During
the month I spent at Paris, I went several times to
court, the Italian comedy, opera, and play-house,
danced at a masquerade—and, in short, saw every
thing remarkable in and about that capital. Then we
set out for England by the way of Flanders, passed
through Brussels, Ghent, and Bruges, and took shipping
at Ostend, from whence, in fourteen hours, we arrived
at Deal, hired a post-chaise, and, in twelve hours more,
got safe to London, having disppsed of our heavy
baggage in the waggon.
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CHAPTER XLV

I inquire for my Uncle, and understand he is gone to Sea—
Take Lodgings at Charing-cross—Go to the Play, where I
meet with an Adventure—Dine at an Ordinary ; the Guests
described—Become acquainted with Medlar, and Doctor
Wagtail.

As soon as we alighted at the inn, I despatched Strap
to inquire for my uncle, at the Union Flag, in Wapping ;
and he returned in a little time with an account of Mr.
Bowling’s having gone to sea, mate of a merchant-ship,
3fter a long and unsuccessful application and attendance
at the admiralty; where, it seems, the interest he
depended upon was not sufficient to reinstate him, or
recover the pay that was due to him when he quitted
the Thunder.

Next day I hired very handsome lodgings, not far
from Charing-cross, and, in the evening, dressed myself
in a plain suit of true Paris cut, and appeared in a front
box at the play, where I saw a good deal of company,
and was vain enough to believe that I was observed
with an uncommon degree of.attention and applause.
This silly conceit intoxicated me so much, that I was
guilty of a thousand ridiculous coquetries ; and I dare
say, how favourable soever the thoughts of the company
might be at my first appearance, they were soon changed,
by my absurd behaviour, into pity or contempt. I rose
and sat down, covered and uncovered my head twenty
times between the acts ; pulled out my watch, clapped
it to my ear, wound it up, set it, gave it the hearing
again ; displayed my snuff-box, affected to take snuff,
that I might have an opportunity of showing my
brilliant, and wiped my nose with a perfumed handker-
¢hief ; then dangled my cane, and adjusted my sword-
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knot, and acted many more fooleries of the same kind,
in hopes of obtaining the character of a pretty fellow,
in the acquiring of which I found two considerable
obstructions in my disposition, namely, a natural
reserve, and jealous sensibility. Fain would I have
entered into conversation with the people around me,
but I was restrained by the fear of being censured for
my assurance, as well as by reflecting that I was more
entitled to a compliment of this kind from them, than
they to such condescension from a stranger like me.
How often did T redden at the frequent whispers and
loud laughter of my fellow beaus, which I imagined were
excited by me ! and how often did I envy the happy
indifference of those choice spirits, who beheld the
distress of the scene, without discovering the least
symptom of approbation or concern! My attention
was engaged in spite of myself, and I could not hel§
weeping with the heroine of the stage; though I
practised a great many shifts to conceal this piece of
unpolite weakness. When the play was ended, I sat
waiting for an opportunity of handing some lady to her
coach ; but every one was attended by such a number
of officious gallants, that for a long time I was balked
in my expectation. At length, however, I perceived
a very handsome creature, genteelly dressed, sitting
by herself in a box, at some distance from me; upon
which I went up to her, and offered my service. She
seemed to be in some confusion, thanked me for my
complaisance, and with a tender look declined giving
me the trouble ; looking at her watch, and testifying
her surprise at the negligence of her footman, whom
she had ordered to have a chair ready for her at that
hour. I repeated my entreaty with all the eloquence
and compliment I was master of ; and, in the event,
she was prevailed upon to accept of a proposal I made
to send my servant for a chair or coach : accordingly,
Strap was detached for that purpose, and returned
without success. By this time the playhouse was quite
empty and, we were obliged to retire. As I led her
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through the passage, I observed five or six young
fellows of fashion, standing in a corner, one of whom,
as I thought, tipt my charmer the wink, and when we
were past, I heard them set up a loud laugh. This note
aroused my attention, and I was resolved to be fully
satisfied of this lady’s character, before I should have
any nearer conncction with her. As no convenience
appeared, I proposed to conduct her to a tavern, where
we might stay a few minutes, till my servant could
fetch a coach from the Strand. She seemed particularly
shy of trusting herself in a tavern with a stranger ; but
at last yielded to my pathetic remonstrances, rather
than endanger her health, by remaining in a cold damp
thoroughfare. Having thus far succeeded, I begged to
know what wine she would be pleased to drink a glass
of ; but she professed the greatest aversion to all sorts
of strong liquors ; and it was with much difficulty that
I could persuade her to eat a jelly. In the mean time,
I endeavoured to alleviate the uneasiness she discovered,
by saying all the agreeable things I could think of ; at
which she would often sigh, and regard me with a
languishing look, that seemed however too near akin to
the lewd leer of a courtezan. This discovery, added to
my former suspicion, while it put me upon my guard
against her arts, divested me of reserve, and enabled
me to entertain her with gaiety and freedom. In the
course of our conversation, I pressed her to allow me
the honour of waiting upon her next day at her lodgings ;
a request which she, with many apologies, refused, lest’
it should give umbrage to Sir John, who was of a
disposition apt to be fretted with trifles. This informa-
tion, by which I was to understand that her husband.
was a knight, did not check my addresses, which became
more and more importunate, and I was even hardy
enough to ravish a kiss. But, O Heavens ! instead of,
banqueting on the ambrosial flavour that her delicacy
of complexion promised, 1 was almost suffocated with
the steams of Geneva! An exhalation of this kind,
from a mouth which had just before declared an utter
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abhorrence of all spirituous liquors, not only changed
my doubts into certainty, but my raptures into loathing ;
and it would have been impossible for me to have
preserved common complaisance five minutes longer,
when my servant returned with the coach. I took the
advantage of this occasion, and presented my hand to
the lady, who put in practice against me the whole
artillery of her charms, ogling, languishing, sighing,
and squeezing, with so little reserve, that Strap perceived
her tenderness, and rubbed his hands with joy as he
followed us to the door ; but I was proof against all her
endearments, and handed her into the coach with an
intention to take my leave immediately. She guessed
my design, and invited me to her house, whispering,
that now Sir John was gone to bed, she could have the
pleasure of my conversation for half an hour without
interruption. I told her, there was no mortificatior
I would not undergo, rather than endanger the repose of
her ladyship; and bidding the coachman drive on,
wished her a good night. She lost all temper at my
indifference, and stopping the coach at the distance of
about twenty yards from me, popped out her head, and
*bawled with the lungs of a fish-woman, ‘“ Damn you,
you dog, won’t you pay the coach-hire ? ” As I made
no answer, she held forth against me with an eloquence
peculiar to herself ; calling me a pitiful fellow, scoundrel,
.and an hundred such appellations ; concluding with an
oath, that, for all my appearance, she believed I had
got no money in my pocket.

Having thus vented her indignation, she ordered the
coachman to proceed, and I returned to the tavern,
where I bespoke something for supper, very well pleased
at the issue of this adventure. 1 dispensed with the
attendance of the waiter at table, on pretence that my
own servant was present, and when we were alone, said
to Strap, “ Well, Monsieur d’Estrapes, what do you
think of this lady ? ’ My friend, who had not opened
his ‘mouth since her departure, could make no other
reply than the monosyllable, ““Think!” which he
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pronounced with a note of fear and astonishment.
Surprised at this emphasis, I surveyed my valet, and
perceiving a wildness in his looks asked if he had seen
his grandfather’s ghost ! ““ Ghost!’’ said he, “I am
sure I have seen a devil incarnate! Who would have
thought that so much devilish malice and Billingsgate
could lurk under such sweetness of countenance and
modesty of behaviour? Ah! God help us! Front:
nulla fides—nimium ne crede colori—but we ought to
down on our knees, and bless God for delivering us from
the jaws of that painted sepulchre.” I was pretty
much of Strap’s opinion, and though I did not believe
myself in any danger from the allurements of that
sisterhood, I determined to act with great circumspection
for the future, and shun all commerce of that kind, as
equally prejudicial to my purse and constitution.

My next care was to introduce myself into a set of
good acquaintance ; for which purpose I frequented a
certain coffeehouse, noted for the resort of good company,
English as well as foreigners, where my appearance
produced all the civilities and advances I could desire.
As there was an ordinary in the same house, I went u
stairs to dinner with the other guests, and found myse
at a table with thirteen people, the greatest part of
whom were better dressed than myself. The conver-
sation, which was mostly carried on in French, turned
chiefly on politics ; and I soon found the whole company
was in the French interest, myself excepted, and a
testy old gentleman, who contradicted every thing that
was advanced in favour of his Most Christian Majesty,
with a surliness truly English. But this trusty patriot,
who had never been out of his own country, and drew
all his maxims and notions from prejudice and hearsay,
was very unequal to his antagonists, who were superior
to him in learning and experience, and often took the
liberty of travellers in asserting things which were not
strictly true, because they thought themselves in no
danger of being detected by him. The claim of the
Queen of Spain to the Austrian dominions in Italy was
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fully explained and vindicated by a person who sat
opposite to me, and, by the solemnity of his manner,
and the richness of his apparel, seemed to be a foreign
ambassador. This dissertation produced another on
thé Pragmatic Sanction, handled with great warmth by
a young gentleman at my right hand, dressed in a green
frock trimmed with gold, who justified the French king
for his breach of that contract, and affirmed that he
could not have observed it, without injuring his own
glory. Although 1 was not at all convinced by this
gentleman’s arguments, I could not help admiring his
vivacity, which I imagined must be the effect of his
illustrious birth and noble education, and accordingly
rated him in my conjecture as a young prince on his
travels. The discourse was afterwards shifted by an
old gentleman of a very martial appearance, to the
last campaign, when the battle of Dettingen was fouglit
over again, with so many circumstances to the honour
of the French, and disadvantage of the Allies, that I
began to entertain some doubts of my having been
there in person, and took the liberty to mention some
objections to what he advanced. This freedom intro-
duced a dispute, which lasted a good while, to the
mortification of all present ; and was at last referred to
the determination of a grave person, whom they styled
Doctor, and who, under a show of great moderation,
decided it against me, with so little regard to truth,
that I taxed him with partiality in pretty severe terms,
to the no small entertainment of the true English
politician, who rejoiced at my defence of a cause he had
so often espoused without success.

My opponent, pleased with the victory he had gained,
affected a great deal of candour, and told me, he should
not have been so positive if he had not been at great
pains to inform himself of each particular. ‘‘ Indeed,”
said he, ““I am convinced that, the previous steps
considered, things could not happen otherwise ; for we
generals who have seen service, though we may not be
on the spot ourselves, know, by the least sketch of the
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disposition, what must be the event.” He then censured,
with great freedom, every circumstance of the conduct
of those who commanded the Allies ; from thence made
a transition to the ministry, which he honoured with
many invectives for employing people who had neither
experience nor capacity, to the prejudice of old officers
who had been distinguished for both, dropped many
hints of his own importance, and concluded with
observing, that the French and Spaniards knew better
how to value generals of merit; the good effects of
which are seen in the conquests they gain, and the
admirable discipline of their troops, which are, at the
same time, better clothed and paid than any soldiers in
the ‘universe. These remarks furnished the green
knight with an opportunity of launching out in the praise
of the French government in general, civil as well as
Military ; on which occasion, he made many odious
comparisons to the disadvantage of the English. Every
body, almost, assented to the observations he made ;
and the doctor gave his sanction, by saying, the people
in France were undoubtedly the happiest subjects in
the world. I was so much astonished and confounded
at their infatuation and effrontery, that I had not
power to utter one word in opposition to their asser-
tions ; but my morose associate could not put up with
the indignity that was offered to Old England, and
therefore, with a satirical grin, Eddressed himself to the
general in these words : ““ Sir, sir, I have often heard it
said, ‘ She’s a villainous bird that befouls her own nest.
As for what those people who are foreigners say, I
don’t mind it, they know no better ; but you, whe were
bred and born, and have got your bread under the
English government, should have more regard to
gratitude, as well as truth, in censuring your native
country. If the ministry have thought fit to lay you
aside, I suppose they have their own reason for so
doing ; and you ought to remember, that you still live
on the bounty of this nation. As for these gentlemen
(meaning the prince and ambassador), who make 30
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free with our constitution, laws, and genius of our
people, I think they might show a little more respect
for their benefactors, who, I must own, are to blame in
harbouring, protecting, and encouraging such ungrateful
vagrants as they are.” At these words, the chevalier
in green started up in a great passion, and, laying his
hand on the hilt of his hanger, exclaimed, ‘“ Ha, foutre !
The Englishman, on the other hand, grasping his cane,
cried, “ Don’t foutre me, sirrah, or, by God, I'll knock
you down.” The company interposed, the Frenchman
sat down again, and his antagonist proceeded : ‘‘ Lookee,
Monsieur, you know very well that, had you dared to
speak so freely of the administration of your own
country in Paris as you have done of ours in London,
you would have been sent to the Bastile without cere-
mony, where you might have rotted in a dungeon, and
never seen the light of the sun again. Now, sir, take
my word for it, although our constitution screens us
from such oppression, we want not laws to chastise the
authors of seditious discourse ; and if I hear another
syllable out of your mouth in contempt or prejudice of
this kingdom, I will give you a convincing proof of
what I advance, and have you laid by the heels for
your presumption.” This declaration had an effect on
the company as sudden as surprising. The young
prince became supple as a spaniel ; the ambassador
trembled ; the general sat silent and abashed ; and the
doctor, who, it seems, had felt the rod of power, grew
pale as death, and assured us all that he had no intention
to affront any person or people. ‘ Your principles,
doctor,”” resumed the old gentleman, ‘‘ are no secret—
I have nothing to say to you upon that head ; but am
very much surprised that a man who despises us so
much, should, notwithstanding, live among us, when he
has no visible motive for so doing. Why don’t you
take up your habitation in your beloved France, where
you may rail at England without censure ? ”’ To this
remonstrance, the doctor thought proper to make no
reply ; and an unsocial silence ensued; which I per-
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ceiving, took notice, that it was pity such idle disputes,
maintained very often through whim or diversion,
should create any misunderstanding among gentlemen
of good sense ; and proposed to drink down all animosity
in another bottle. This motion was applauded by the
whole company ; the wine was brought, and the English
champion, declaring he had no spleen against any man
for differing in opinion from him, any more than for
difference of complexion, drank to the good health of
all present; the compliment was returned, and the
conversation once more became unreserved, though more
general than before. Among other topics, the subject
of war was introduced, on which the general declaimed
with . great eloquence, recounting many of his own
exploits by way of illustration. In the course of his
harangue, he happened to mention the word épaulement,
wpon which the testy gentleman asked the meaning of
that term. “I'll tell you what an épaulement is,”
replied he ; I never saw an épaulement but once, and
that was at the siege of Namur; in a council of war,
Monsieur Cohorn, the famous engineer, affirmed that
the place could not be taken. ‘ Yes,” said the prince of
Vaudemont, ‘it may be taken by an épaulement.’
This was immediately put in execution, and, in twenty-,
four hours, Mareschal Boufflers was fain to capitulate.”
Here he made a full stop; and the old gentleman
repeated the question, “ But pray what is an épaule-
ment ? ” To this interrogatiorn the officer made no
reply, but rung the bell, and called for a bill, which
being brought, he threw down his proportion of the
reckoning, and, telling the company he would show
them an épaulement when his majesty should think
fit to intrust him with the command of our army abroad
strutted away with great dignity. I could not imagi 3
why e was so shy of explaining one of the most simple
terms of fortification, which I forthwith described as a
side-work, composed of earth, gabions, or fascines;
but I was very much surprised when I afterwards under-
stood that his reserve proceeded from his ignorance,
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Having paid our bill, we adjourned to the coffee-room,
where my fellow-labourer insisted on treating me with
a dish, giving me to understand at the same time, that
I had acquired his good opinion, both with respect to
my principles and understanding. I thanked him for
his compliment, and professing myself an utter stranger
in this part of the world, begged he would have the
goodness to inform me of the quality and characters of
the people who dined above. This request was a real
favour to one of his disposition, which was no less
communicative than curious ; he therefore complied with
great satisfaction, and told me, to my extreme astonish-
ment, that the supposed young prince was a dancer
at one of the theatres, and the ambassador no other
than a fiddler belonging to the opera. ‘‘ The doctor,”
said he, “is a Roman Catholic priest, who sometimes
appears in the character of an officer, and assumes the
name of Captain; but more generally takes the garb,
title, and behaviour, of a physician, in which capacity
he wheedles himself into the confidence of weak-minded
people, and, by arguments no less specious than false,
converts them from their religion and allegiance. He
has been in the hands of justice more than once for
such practices ; but he is a sly dog, and manages matters
with so much craft, that, hitherto, he has escaped for a
short imprisonment. As for the general, you may see
he has owed his promotion more to his interest than his
capacity ; and, now that the eyes of the ministry are
opened, his friends dead, or become inconsiderable, he
is struck off the list, and obliged to put up with a yearly
pension. In consequence of this reduction, he is become
malcontent, and inveighs against the government, in
all companies, with so little discretion, that I am sur-
prised at the lenity of the administration in overlooking
his insolence ; but the truth of the matter is, he owes
his safety to his weakness and want of importance. He
has seen a little, and but a little, service ; and yet, if
you would take his word for it, there has not been a
great action performed in the field since the Revolution
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unhappy in his invention, and commits such gross
blunders in the detail, that every body is in pain for
him. Ceasar, Pompey, and Alexander the Great, are
continually in his mouth ; and as he reads a good deal
without any judgment to digest it, his ideas are confused,
and his harangues as unintelligible as infinite; for,
once he begins, there is no chance of his leaving off
speaking, while one person remains to yield attention ;
therefore the only expedient T know for putting a stop
to his loquacity, is to lay hold of some incongruity he'
has uttered, and demand an explanation; or ask the
meaning of some difficult term that he knows by name
only. This method will effectually put him to silence,
of not to flight, as it happened when I inquired about
an épaulement. Had he been acquainted with the
signification of that word, his triumph would have been
intolerable, and we must have quitted the field first, or
been worried with impertinence.” Having thus gratified
my curiosity, the old gentleman began to discover his
own, in questions relating to myself, to which I thought
proper to return ambiguous answers. ‘I presume,
sir,’” said he, “you have travelled.” I answered,
“ Yes.” ‘1 daresay you would find it very expensive,”
said he. I replied, “ To be sure, one cannot travel
without money.” ‘That I kaow by experience,” said
he, “ for I myself take a trip to Bath or Tunbridge every
season ; and one must pay sauce for what he has on
the road, as well in other countries as in this—That’s a
very pretty stone in your ring,—give me leave, sir,—
the French have attained a wonderful skill in making
compositions of this kind. Why, now, this looks almost
as well as a diamond.” “‘ Almost as well, sir,” said I,
‘“ why not altogether ? I am sure, if you understand
any thing of jewels, you must perceive at first sight,
that this stone is a real diamond, and that of a very
fine water. Take it in your hand and examine it.”
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He did so, with some confusion, and returned it saying,
“ 1 ask your pardon, I see it is a true brilliant of immense
value.” I imagined his respect for me increased after
this inquiry; therefore, to captivate his esteem the
more, I told him, I would show him a seal of composition,
engraved after a very valuable antique ; upon which I
pu%lred out my watch, with a rich gold chain, adorned
with three seals set in gold, and an opal ring. He
viewed each of them with great eagerness, handled the
chain, admired the chased case, and observed that the
whole must have cost me a vast sum of money. I
affected indifference, and replied in a careless manner,
“ Some trifle of sixty or seventy guineas.” He stared
in my face for some time, and then asked if I was an
Englishman ? I answered in the negative. “ You are
from Ireland then, sir, I presume,” said he. I made the
same reply. ‘“ O! perhaps,” said he, ““ you was borfi
in one of our settlements abroad.” 1 still answered,
“No.” He seemed very much surprised, and said, he
was sure I was not a foreigner. I made no reply, but
left him upon the tenterhooks of impatient uncertainty.
He could not contain his anxiety, but asked pardon for
the liberties he had taken, and, to encourage me the
more to disclose my situation, displayed his own without
reserve : ‘I am,” said he, *‘ a single man, have a con-
siderable annuity, on which I live according to my own
inclination, and make the ends of the year meet very
comfortably. As I have no estate to leave behind me,
[ am not troubled with the importunate officiousness of
relations or legacy hunters, and I consider the world as
made for me, not me for the world: it is my maxim
therefore to enjoy it while I can, and let futurity shift
for itself.” While he thus indulged his own talkative
vew, and at the same time, no doubt, expected a
retaliation from me, a young man entered dressed in
black velvet, and an enormous tie wig, with an air in
which natural levity and affected solemnity were so
jumbled together, that, on the whole, he appeared a
burlesque on all decorum. The ridiculous oddity
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danced up to the table at which we sat, and, after a
thousand grimaces, asked ' my friend, by the name of
Mr. Medlar, if we were not engaged upon business. My
companion put on a surly countenance, and replied,
‘“No great business—Doctor,—but however "—“ O!
then,” cried the physician, *“ I must beg your indulgence
a little,—pray pardon me, gentlemen.—Sir,” said he,
addressing himself to me, *“ your most humble servant,
I hope you will forgive me, sir—I must beg the favour
to sit, sir—Sir, I have something of consequence to
impart to my friend, Mr. Medlar—Sir, I hope you will
excuse my freedom in whispering, sir.”” Before I had
time to give this complaisant person my permission,
Mr. Medlar cried, “ I