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party to the treaty and he resented this omission as it implied that he
was not the sovereign of the Carnatic. He protested against this to
the Governor-General who had helped him so often in the past (1055).
Hastihgs then happened to be at Lucknow.

A modification by Hastings—When he came back to Calcutta he
ordered a fresh copy of the treaty to be made and a declaration to be
subjoined to it that the Nawab of Arcot being the sovereign of the
Carnatic was a party to it. It was again ratified in this form and sent
to the Madras Government for forwarding it to Tipu. The latter was
also separately informed of this modification (1143-4). But Lord
Macartney firmly refused to transmit it (1240, 1252), as he feared that
it would give rise to suspicions in the mind of Tipu. He declared that
he would answer for the consequences. Hastings was thoroughly dis-
gusted and he must have resorted to some drastic action, if the situation
of his personal affairs had not compelled him to resolve on throwing up
his job and to return to England.
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Jan. 6.

PERSIAN CORRESPONDENCE.

1. To the Vazir [Nawab Asafu’d-Daulah]. Recommends and desires
that Capt. Williams and Lieut. Gall may be appointed to the command
of his regiment of sepoys in the place of Captains Lumsdaine and Bal-
four who have been promoted to a higher rank in his army. (T 23,
pl,mnol; Al 4, p 146.)

2. To 1, Acknowledges the receipt of the
addressee’s congratulatory letter together with the customary nazr
sent through his vakil on the occasion of Christmas. (CI 10, p 351,
no §72.)

8. To Udey Chand. Acknowledges his congratulatory letter ac-
companying a nazr on the occasion of Christmas. (CI 10, p 348,
no 565.)

4. To Babu Chakar Deo Singh. Has received through his vakil his
‘arzi for a dastak and a parwana so that he may proceed to this quarter.
Says in reply that he is permitted to take his journey and nobody will
molest him on the way. (CI 10, p 351, no 574.) _

5. To Mir Bagqir, son of Saiyid Muhammad Khan. Complimentary.
(CI 10, p 351, no 575.)

6. To Nawab Walajah. Says that the Nawab is aware of the fact
that Haidar ‘Ali by his invasion of the Carnatic and by his recent vic-
tory over the KEnglish on the [Malabar] Coast has not only rendered
the Nawab’s situation critical but has also injured the reputation of
the English arms. The circumstances now demand that the Nawabh,
who has often received the Company’s assistance and protection, should
readily co-operate with them in any plan that might be proposed for
their common advantage. He must remember how prompt and vigorous
actions were taken to redeem the national credit of the English and
with it to retrieve the loss which he had suffered at the hands of Haidar
‘Ali. The Nawab even knows that in attending to his affairs [defence
of the Carnatic] the Company at a great sacrifice relinquished the
prosecution of the Mahratta War just when it would have terminated in an
honourable and advantageous peace to them. Now, in consequence of this
hostility of Haider in the Carnatic and his recent depredations in the
territory belonging to the Dutch at or adjacent to Cochin, the Governor-
General has prepared the draft of a treaty of alliance between the Nawab,
the English and the Dutch East India Companies. This was first sent for
the approval of Mr Ross, the Director and Governor of the Dutch East

1 Worm-eaten,

24
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India Company in Bengal. His concurrence having been obtained,
the Governor-General and Council have affixed their scals and signatures
to the treaty and declared the same to be binding on them. They have
now requested the President and Select Committee at Madras to present
it to the Nawab for his assent and ratification with an apology for having
introduced his name into the treaty without the previous sanction of
his authority. They have further written to the Select Committee
to explain to the Nawab that this was merely done to save time and to
expedite the conclusion of the treaty. After it has been approved and
signed by him it will be transmitted to the governments of Colombo
and Cochin for their final ratification. Hopes that the Nawab will
render his assistance in the manner and on the terms laid down in the
treaty. (T1 24, pp 1-5, nol; Al 4, p 133.)

7. From Maharaja Mudhoji Bhonsla. Has received his letter saying
that he has learnt the Maharaja’s views and proposals both from his
writings and from the verbal representations of Beniram Pandit and
that having decided to conclude a treaty with the Peshwa he sent three
copies of a treaty to the Maharaja desiring him to affix his seal and
signature and those of his confidential minister to them as guarantee
and then to forward them to Poona Ministers for their ratification and
declaring that after the latter have approved them they are to retain
one copy and send one each to the Government of Bombay and General
Goddard so that everything may amicably be settled and the war stopped.
The Governor-General further adds that he is solely occupied with
the preparations for repelling Haidar ‘Ali Khan’s attack and for punish-
ing him and proposes that as Haidar is also an inveterate enemy of
the Peshwa a strong Mahratta force under the command of an expe-
rienced officer should join with the English in order to reduce his pride
and presumption and that in the event of a conquest the booty shall be
equally divided between both parties. Says in reply that the advances
which the Governor-General has made are highly commendable and
are calculated to ensure the peace and satisfaction of the people.
The writer is aware that the present hostilities and disputes originated
from the Government of Bombay and that the Governor-General is
not responsible for them. The latter of course tried to remedy these
evils and with good intentions exerted himself for the preservation
of the English possessions as well as for their defence. Says that since
the Governor-General had repeatedly expressed a desire to make peace
with the Peshwa and promised to forward a treaty for that purpose
the writer thought of sending his minister, Devakar Pandit, to Poona
with a view to settling the matter after the treaty had been received.
But now on & careful reading of the treaty he discovered that some
points in it were contrary to the treaty of Col. Upton [Purandhar]
and that the Poona Ministers would never give their assent to them.
Has therefore neither affixed his seal and signature to it nor has he sent
it to Poona. It is unfortunate that in spite of every effort on the part
of the Governor-General peace has been delayed so long. As it does
not seem advisable that the present war should continue he has written
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his own impartial views fully and explicitly on every article of the treaty
on a separate piece of paper and is sending the same to the Governor-
General for his information. In it the latter will find no innovation
but everything conformable to former agreements. If peace is to be
concluded both parties must restore the conquered territories to each
other whether acquired before or during the present war. After the
Governor-General has done what is required of him the other party
will perform its part agreeably to its engagements. In reply to what
the Governor-General writes respecting Raghunath Rao, Fath Singh
Gaikwar and the Rana of Gohad the writer says that the English are at
liberty to give their assistance to them when it is solicited. Now that
the writer stands in the capacity of a guarantor it is his duty to see that
nothing is done that may seem partial to either party. As such he sees
no justification in the refusal to deliver up Raghunath Rao to the Poona
Ministers agreeable to former treaties. The latter, it is certain, will
never fail in their respect and attention to him. As Fath Singh Gaikwar
is a subordinate chief of the Peshwa’s r@j and as he has been taken under
protection by the English his concerns will receive the most sympathe-
tic consideration. As for the Rana of Gohad it is enough to stipulate
in the treaty that the Poona Ministers shall bear him no enmity. The
Governor-General should now prepare and send him a treaty agreeably
to the enclosed sheets in which each provision has been separately dis-
cussed and at the foot of each article alternative proposals have been
offered for inclusion in the treaty. If the Poona Ministers reject this
treaty after the proposed modifications the Governor-General is not to
blame. Has great respect for the Governor-General’s wishes and is in
no way partial or inclined to the other side. Hopes that he will
approve of what has been written here.

PS.—The Governor-General has written that a considerable army
has been sent to Madras under the command of General Coote and has
asked the writer either to direct Kundoji Bhonsla to assist the Gene-
ral with two or three thousand horse or to recall the army which is arrived
at Cuttack. Regrets that it is not possible for him to adopt either
of the above proposals. If he does so at this juncture he will provoke
the hostility of all the Chiefs of the Deccan and to resist their combined
forces he will require at least 50,000 cavalry and the necessary stores
and ammunition. It is impractical therefore either to reinforce General
Coote or to recall the troops from Cuttack until peace shall have been
established between the Company and the Peshwa. Refers him to
Beniram Pandit for further particulars and assures him of his sieadfast
friendship.

Enclosure—The Governor-General writes that after the proposed
treaty with the Peshwa has been concluded the English will restore to him
all the towns and fortresses that were captured from him. But Ahmada-
bad and parts of Gujarat which they have settled on Fath Singh Gaikwar
and the fort of Gwalior which has been made over to the Rana of Gohad
will not be ceded. Now, Fath Singh's relations with the Peshwa are
of long standing while his connections with the English are of recent
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origin and were made under the stress of circumstarices. When Col.
Goddard arrived in Gujarat, the Gaikwar realised that he could not suc-
cessfully oppose him and so entered into an agreement with him. It
will be enough therefore to mention in the treaty that he should not
be treated harshly for having joined the English and that he should be
reconciled to his brother [Gobind Rao]. Similarly it is not proper
that the Rana of Gohad should continue to hold the fort of Gwalior
which, but for English aid, he could never have captured. The Poona
Chiefs will not agree to this. When peace is made, both sides must
restore mutual conquests whether large or small. It will be sufficient to
stipulate that the Rana, being a friend of the English, must be treated
as such by the Mahrattas.

In the second clause of the proposed treaty the Governor-General
says that if, before the conclusion of peace, the fort of Bassein falls into
the hands of the English it may be either ceded to them or another terri-
tory may be given to them in exchange. If another territory is decided
on then let it be the same as by an agreement Fath Singh Gaikwar ceded
to the Bombay Government. Now, this engagement was never heard
of before. The Gaikwar has certainly no power to give away the
dominions of the Peshwa to whomever he likes. The best solution
of the present difficulty lies in the restitution of all conquests and
the confirmation of the Treaty of Purandhar.

The Governor-General’s third proposal is that the Poona Ministers
should fix a suitable pension for Raghunath Rao and allow him to reside
in a place of his own choice. The Company will neither support his
claim to the sovereignty of the Mahratta State nor will give him a refuge
in their territory. Now, when Raghunath surrendered to the Mahratta
Chiefs at Bombay [Talegaon] they treated him with all honour due to
his rank. They may certainly be trusted to do the same when he joins
them once more through negotiations with the English. But they can
hardly be expected to leave him free to reside where he likes. The
question of his residence is a grave matter. For, if he is given absolute
liberty in this respect, he might create embarrassment both for the Eng-
lish and the Mahrattas. He might go and join the French, for instance.
It is prudent therefore not to mention anything about him except that
he is surrendered to the Poona Ministers.

The fourth clause of the treaty stipulates that the Mahrattas should
join the English in their war with Haidar ‘Ali, the conquest made at
his expense being divided equally between the allies. Now, when
Raghunath fled from the custody of Mahadaji Sindhia and joined
Col. Goddard at Surat, Devakar happened to be in Poona at that
time. The Peshwa’s ministers told him that at one and the same
time they were faced with two enemies: Haidar ‘Ali who was
usurping their territory in the south and the English who were
fighting in Raghunath’s cause. They asked his opinion regarding
the best way to meet the situation. The Pandit told them that
they ought to make friends with the English and together oppose
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Haidar ‘Ali. The ministers agreed and negotiations were immediately
opened with Col. Goddard only to meet: with failure. Having no
alternative they came to an understanding with their old foe, Haidar
‘Ali.  Let it be said to his credit that so far he has scrupulously adhered
to the terms thereof. It will not be possible therefore for the Peshwa
to unite his forces with the English against him. Such a flagrant breach
of plighted faith is not to be expected of the house of the Peshwa. But
as Haidar is a mischievous man by nature he shall certainly violate the
existing agreement sooner or later and it will be time then to take steps
for his annihilation. Inshort, this stipulation should be postponed till
a more opportune time and nothmg should be said about it in the pro-
posed treaty.

By the fifth clause of the treaty it is provided that should the Peshwa
be not inclined to unite his forces with those of the English against
Haidar, peace may yet be made on the condition that hoth sides should
keep their acquisitions to themselves and all hostilities should cease for
one year. Meanwhile efforts would be made to bring about a complete
settlement. Now, the cessation of lostilities without the establish-
ment of peace is not the custom of this country. It is the practice in
European countries that two kings play chess with each other on the
same chess-board and their respective forces engage in fighting. The
news of the progress of the war is duly and regularly reported to them.
When for some reason or other they wish to quench the flaming fire
they put off hostilitics to the next year. And at the appointed hour
again assemble to fight. This however is not the practice in the
Deccan. Every agreement that is concluded holds good for ever and
ever. It is therefore enough to mention in the treaty that if the
Mahrattas join the English against Haidar, well and oood ; if not, the
English would by themselves settle the matter with “their cnemy.

In the sixth clause, Maharaja Mudhoji Bhonsla is called upon to stand
guarantee for the due observance of the treaty on both sides. This
guarantee should be given in the following words : that the Maharaja
guarantees its due adherence by both parties; should ecither of them
violate it, the Maharaja shall break off friendly relations with the aggres-
si:;efpa.rty till the wrong done to the aggrieved party is fully compensa-
ted for

The Governor-General says that the treaty now proposed must be
ratified within five months. If it is not agreed to within that time,
it should be considered null and void. Now, in a case like this, a
time-limit must not be imposed. Allowance must be made for the fact
that from Poona to Calcutta is a distance of 900 %os and negotiation
must take time,

The Bhonsla is keeping with him the original copies of the treaty.
When the Governor-General’s sentiments on the remarks made in this
letter are known, he will send them back to Calcutta. Dated 16 Zul-
fijjah 1194=14 December 1780. (TR 17,pp 1-61,n01 ; AR 4, p 131.)
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8. From Devakar Pandit. Says that at the sight of the Governor-
General’s letter he was filled with hopes that a lasting friendship would
soon be established between his master, Maharaja Mudhoji Bhonsla,
the English and the Peshwa but when the kharifas, letters and draft
copies of a treaty were read he was sorely disappointed. In the treaty
there were introduced certain articles which were contrary to those agreed
upon between the English and the Mahrattas in the Treaty of
Purandhar. Again, the points raised under the plea of the faith and
observance of treaty were so vague that the Poona Ministers could
never assent to them. The writer has therefore postponed his depar-
ture for Poona and so has the Maharaja put off affixing his seal to
the treaty till it has heen carefully revised by the Governor-General.
If the amended treaty fails to satisfy the Poona Ministers the
Maharaja may then act against them. It is true that it was due to
the great pressure from the writer that the treaty was hurriedly des-
patched by the terms of which everything taken in the present war
was restored. But in order to answer the yuestions and remove the
doubts of the Poona Ministers it is desirable that the writer and his
master should fully comprehend every article of the treaty. Has kept
the original treaty with him and is now sending to the (Governor-
General a copy of the same with necessary amendments which are
equally advantageous to both the parties and are compatible with
the former treaty. Hopes that he will give his best consideration
to the amendments and prepare and send him a treaty accordingly.
Had it not been for the great distance that divides them the treaty
would have long been concluded by his master’s mediation. After he
has received back the treaty he will proceed to Poona and uniting
with Mahadaji Sindhia and Nawab Nizam ‘Ali Khan will get the same
adjusted. Having done this he will set out for Calcutta and represent
to the Governor-Gencral something that he has long had in his mind.
It now rests with him to act up to the writer’s proposals and reap its

real advantages. Refers the Governor-General to Beniram Pandit for

further particulars.

PS8.—To the same effect as the postscript of the preceding letter
from Maharaja Mudhoji Bhonsla. Dated 16 Zw'l-hijjeh 1194 AH.=
14 December 1780 A.D. (TR 17, pp 60-72, no 2; AR 4, p 130.)

9. From Devakar Pandit. This is the postscript of the preceding
letter. (OR 1.)

10. From Madho Rao Sindhia. Has received his letter. It is greatly
to be regretted that a breach should have occurred in the alliance between
the English and Peshwa. Now if the addressee is eager for peace and
friendship this is just the time for it. There is a saying that ‘ two hearts
joined together may pull down a hill’. Has learnt that he has sent
a treaty to Poona. Says that if the Governor-General had not made
an offering of what belonged to another and if he had not deceived his
old friends the treaty might have been of some strength and duration.
At any rate the writer is desirous of friendship [with the English]. May
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~ God grant that by some means the war may be brought to a close! At

present hostilities are going on in the Konkan, Khandesh and other
parts while negotiations for peace are in progress. Hopes that he will
determine upon a course of action after mature deliberation. (TR 17,
pp 734, no 3; AR 4, p 132.)

11. Maharaja Mudhoji Bhonsla to Beniram Pandit. Has received
his ‘arzis. The addressee first wrote to him that the Governor-General
had expressed a desire to conclude a treaty with the Peshwa through
the Maharaja’s mediation but as certain articles proposed by the add-
ressee were not acceptable to him there was no need for Devakar Pandit
to proceed to Calcutta nor for him (the addressee) to stay there. He
later intimated that the Governor-General in Council had resolved on
peace and then three letters together with a treaty were received from

‘the latter. The writer communicated the particulars of this resojution

to Nawab Nizam ‘Ali Khan, the Peshwa and Raja Chimnaji Bhonsla.
The addressee further assured him that the treaty contained no such
point as could be disputed. But on its perusal the article relating to
Raghunath Rao was found to be vague. It was therefore thought
inadvisable to send Devakar Pandit to Poona with such a treaty. Since
no further time could be wasted in waiting for a reply from the Governor-
General, the writer had no alternative but to exccute the plan which
Nawab Nizam ‘Ali Khan and the Peshwa had already settled. Has
continually kept the Governor-General informed of every occurrence
and transaction and even in his present letter has pointed out to him
among othexr things all the particulars of the treaty. Devakar Pandit
has written more fully to the Governor-General on the subject. Dated
16 Zw'l-hijjah 1194 A H.=14 December 1780. (TR 17, pp 75-8,
no 4; AR 4, p 131))

12. Devakar Pandit to Beniram Pandit. Has received his letters. The
addressee first wrote to him that the Governor-General was desirous of
concluding a treaty with the Poona Ministers under Maharaja Mudhoji
Bhonsla’s guarantee but that he could not assent to the conditions pro-
posed by the latter and hence there was no need for him to stay in Calcutta
or for the writer to godown there. Immediately after this information
was received it was communicated to Nawab Nizdm ‘Ali Khan and to
the Poona Ministers. The addressee next intimated that the Maharaja’s
private letters made a great impression upon the Governor-General
and he had resolved to make peace and that a treaty together with
kharitas was being despatched. He also wrote that the Governor-General
was prepared to restore Bassein, the Gaikwar and Gujarat provinces
and the ta‘llugas of Kalyan to the Poona Ministers should they join
him in reducing the territories of Iaidar ‘Ali. Says that three
original and three duplicate copies of the treaty together with kharitas
addressed to Maharaja Mudhoji Bhonsla, the Peshwa and Mahadaji
Sindhia were received. Since the articles of this treaty were ambiguous
and not clear enough he could not go to Poona with it. Similarly
a great opportunity was lost when the writer was at Poona
and, in spite of his efforts there, he failed to effect an interview
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between General Goddard and Nana Farnavis. If at that time he
had succeeded in his endeavours all misunderstandings would have
been cleared and by this time Haidar ‘Ali would have been effaced from
the face of the earth. The Peshwa then would not have entered into
an alliance with Haidar ‘Ali on rather disadvantageous terms for car-
rying on depredations into the territories of the English nor would Nawab
Nizam ‘Ali Khan have joined them. The writer agreed to the latter’s
proposal lest the Maharaja should hold him responsible for any mis-
fortune which might come by its opposition. Again, the Peshwa had
already suspected him of an alliance with the English on account of
the help rendered to General Goddard and Mr Watherston on their
arrival at Hoshangabad and Nagpur respectively and for Mons. Che-
valier having been delivered into the hands of Mr Elliot. In conse-
quence of his engagement with Nawab Nizam ‘Ali he was obliged to raise
30,000 horsemen and send them to Cuttack under Raja Chimnaji Bhonsla
and to bear for the last 14 months the heavy cxpenses of their upkeep.
This was however done and carried out not in the least endangering
the alliance with the English. In view of the ancient relations of the
Bhonslas with the English and the Peshwa he wanted to effect a recon-
ciliation between them and had accordingly kept the addressee in-
formed of all the affairs of this quarter [Nagpur]. Now that a treaty
has been received, even in that the concerns of Raghunath Rao have
been put in a doubtful and ambiguous manner and in the affairs of Fath
Singh Gaikwar and the Rana of Gohad a great room for disputes has
been left. Says that neither the Governor-Gencral’s contribution of two
to three lakhs of rupees towards the pay of the army is enough to relieve
the Maharaja of the heavy burden of his expenses nor can the latter’s
alliance with the Peshwa and Nawab Nizam ‘Ali Khan diminish his
difficulties in "any way. Only a reconciliation between the Peshwa
and the English can cxtricatc him from his trouble. The Maharaja
therefore tried his best to achieve this end but it was of no avail. It
was thought that the Peshwa and Nawab Nizam ‘Ali Khan would con-
tribute their shares towards the upkeep of the army while the Maharaja
himself would suffer one part of the loss and pay the rest out of Haidar
‘Ali’s territories but this prospect was not realized. According to the
established custom the allowance of each horseman is from Rs 400 to
Rs 500 and that of jama‘dars and other officers is still more. The
Governor-General can therefore well imagine the enormity of the expenses.
Now it is not advisable to send the army into cantonments nor will it be
prudent to recall it, because nothing but loss would result from acting
contrary to the plan determined upon. Should the Governor-General
accuse him of writing in one manner and acting in another, distress for
money is his excuse and for that he has no remedy. Has every respect
for the friendship of the English but is helpless. War is going on in two
or three different quarters and now at least from one of these it is neces-
sary to be free. But however it can never be assented to that Raghunath
Rao should remain in full liberty to act as he pleases. The fact is that
Madhu Rao Peshwa on his death-bed made his brother, Narayan Rao,
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and Maharaja Januji Bhonsla swear life-long friendship for each other.
The latter procured the release of Raghunath Rao who was at that
time in confinement. Having obtained his freedom Raghunath treacher-
ously murdered Narayan Rao and then assumed the full authority
of the Peshwa. Januji Bhonsla then declared that though he could
not act in any hostile manner against Raghunath Rao yet he would
not suffer him to act as he should please. It was therefore not possi-
ble to stand security for such an article as is laid down in the treaty
concerning Raghunath. Hence the treaty could not be despatched
to Poona. As regards Haidar ‘Ali it is enough to say that the Peshwa
cannot break his engagements with him without any real cause. The
Chicf [Governor] of Bombay is responsible for all this trouble. The
Governor-General is not to blame, for he is compelled to protect the
honour and reputation of the English. It makes no difference whether the
misunderstandings are removed through the mediation of Nawab Nizam
‘Ali Khan or Mahadaji Sindhia. Believes that the Governor-General must
be displeased with him because Raja Chimnaji Bhonsla is on the borders
of Bengal and perhaps some damage has been done by him ; but this
could not be helped. Assures the Governor-General that the writer
is still his best friend. ’

PS.—(1) Is greatly embarrassed by the heavy expenses over an
army of 25,000 men raised during the last 14 months. Does not know
how to act in the present circumstances, for on the one side he has respect
for the treaty and engagements and on the other for a long established
friendship. Prndent and wise as he is the Governor-General can very
well understand the situation in which the writer is placed. [In the
Diwan’s own handwriting.]

PS.—(2) Has learnt from the addressee’s letters that the Governor-
General in Council has resolved to make a treaty on the lines of the
one concluded by Col. Upton, to withdraw entirely from Gujarat, the
dependencies of Surat, the Konkan and the other territories conquered
lately and to stop all military operations until the treaty is effccted. Says
that all this is very laudable and is greatly appreciated. Along with
these concessions if Raghunath Rao is also delivered up to Rao Pandit
Pardhan a treaty will be within the bounds of possibility. Hopes that
the Governor-General will send a treaty revising its articles in the light
of the suggestions made so that the writer may enforce the acquiescence
of the Poona Ministers by the help of Nawab Nizam ‘Ali Khan and
Mahadaji Sindhia. It is desirable that letters addressed to Nawab
Nizam ‘Ali Khan, Mahadaji Sindhia, the Peshwa and Balaji Rao Jenar-
din should be sent to him, and that the satisfaction of Nawab Nizam
‘Ali and the settlement of his just pretensions should be effected
through the channel of Maharaja Mudhoji Bhonsla. 1f Mr John Holland
alone is employed to carry on negotiations with Nawab Nizam ‘Ali
Khan then the writer and his master are not sure of securing the assist-
ance - of that Prince. They might be drawn to other subjects and thus
the whole business might be interrupted. Nawab Nizam ‘Ali Khin
is the first and most distinguished of the chiefs of the Deccan, and it
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is therefore advisable that he should be conciliated by the settlement
of his just claims and thereby brought over to co-operate in promoting
the desired objects. The Nawab has already had some satisfaction by the
restoration of Murtazanagar. The addressee writes that the Governor-
General has agreed to pay a certain sum of money towards the expenses
of the troops on condition that 3,000 horsemen from Cuttack should
escort in safety the Company’s troops which are proceeding to Madras
and that no question of the ckauth of Bengal should be raised, for this
will greatly discredit him before the members of his Council and the
English nation ; it is improper to hanker after trivial objects when ad-
vantages of crores and lgkhs are in contemplation. Says that in course of
the last two years he never wrote anything that might be objectionable
to the Governor-General. But now he is greatly embarrassed for the
pay of the troops at Cuttack, because they can neither be permiitted
to ravage the English territories in view of the Company’s friendship
nor can they be reca]led on account of the plan laid down by the Peshwa.
The chauth helongs to his master [Maharaja Mudhoji Bhonsla] as a here-
ditary right. In order to establish and confirm this, great wars were
fought, much valour was displayed and a good many valuable lives were
sacrificed. It is therefore not possible for the Maharaja to relinquish
this claim which commemorates the fame of his ancestors and cstab-
lishes his dignity and rank as a prince. In preserving the name of the
chauth the English will derive this advantage that no enemy will dare
to invade their territories. Ts unable to dispatch troops to Madras,
for, if the Peshwa and Nawab Nizam ‘Ali Khan come to know of this, they
will consider the Maharaja to be in secret alliance with the English and
naturally take measures against him. Not only then will all hopes of
peace be lost but this may give rise to a fresh war with the chiefs of the
Deccan involving them in additional expenses. But the establishment
of peace is his first and foremost object. The addressee further suggests
that after the conclusion of peace with the Peshwa some troops should be
sent along with General Goddard against Haidar Naik in order to take
possession of his territories. Fails to understand how this can be pos