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 MARULASIDDHA KAVYA
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A large section of Virasaivas owe allegiance to five penti-
fical thrones eptablished at Rambhapuri, Ujjaini, Benares,
Srisaila and Kedar. Marularadhya or Marulasiddha is one of
the five who found the Pitha at Ujjaini. The History of these
Acharyas is enshrouded in myth and miracle. Bommarasa,
Parwatheswara, Siddhananjesa have written profusely on Reva-
nasiddha, Guru of Marulasiddha and founder of the Rambha-
puri Pitha. Little has been recorded ahsut Marulasiddha.

Marulasiddha appears fo be a remarkable man. Scholars
are of opinion that he flourished in the 12th century. 1t is
interesting to note that he came from an humble Harijan
(Madiga) home, a highly evolved being. Deva, a poet of the
16th Century is the cnly person to write a full-length work on
him and he attributes Harijan birth to Marulasiddha. Marula
lived an eventfu] lifs. A great reformer, social rebel and
thinker as he was, he endeavoured to fight animal-slaughter for
sacrifical purposes and strove to remove the discard prevalent
amongst the various casts and classes of India by bringing them
together under ome religious banner. He waged war against
Brahmins, the traditiona} reposftor.es. of learning and also
against the unlettered classes who believed in vulgarised forms
of worship. He work=d incessantly among the Harijans and
strove to ‘raise them from dust.’

This work by Deva Kavi contains 433 verses in Sha!p:di
metre. Shri A, N, Krishna Rae has carefully Edited the work
and contributes a langthly Preface, It is believed that this work
will be a welcome addition to the much nheeded history of the
Virasaiva Acharyas.

The Editor respectiully dedicates this work to Mahat
Gandhi whose service to the Harijan ause is too well kn
te need reiteration.
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