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FOREWORD.

I cannot pretend to be a scholar. I can lay
a valid claim to be one of the many who exercise
the privilege of learning at the feet of the few
who have the happy chaunce of serving through
their authorship the larger group of earnest
readers. The privilege of writing this preface
has, I believe, fallen to my lot as the author has
apparently chosen me - one unknown to him—as
a type of the general readers who prefer to
appreciate what 18 given with good will, without
yielding to the strong temptation of revelling in
captious criticism.

The subject of this ‘* Natakam’ or Drama is
Prince Siddhartha, the great man whose life-
history as Goutama Buddha, has brightened and
hallowed the religious history of Aryan India.
His life on earth—like the lives of all great
exemplars of humanity—represents the struggle,
temptations and trinmphs of the human soul in
its quest of freedom from bondage. The fight
between the sense and the soul is an ever-raging
battle that must be fought by every incarnated
spirit so long as the human soul by its very
nature heroically strives to seek for and reach the
source of T'rue lappiness, be it called ¢ Nirvana’,
¢ Ananda’, ¢Bliss’, * Mukti’, or ¢ the Peace that
passeth all understanding . Buddha laid stress
on a righteous life of selfless service with
“ Ahimsa ’’, as the only key to spiritual freedom.
He knew no distinction of classes or castes or
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sexes in the strife of Salvation. He recognised
no use in sacrifices, creeds, and doctrines as the
means of acquisition of merit by man.

In language—sober, dignified and easily
intelligzible—the author has tried to present the
main incidents of the life of the hero in a manner
suited to evoke the appropriate feelings of the
reader at home or the spectator, if the story
should be set on a stage. The inborn tenderness
of the Prince, who could not bear the sufferings
even of a bird (swan) brousht down by a hunts-
man’s arrow, and who could not feel happy till he
healed the bird’s wound and sct it free to roam
through the region of air—its natural home, the
anger and envious hate ot his cousin Devadatta
which began with Siddhartha’s refusal to surrender
the victim as the rightful prize of the hunter
who had brought 1t down, the other-worldly spirit
which threatened at the very outset of life to
destroy the King’s (Father’s) ambitious hope of
making his son an earthly king, the worldly-wise
scheme  of marringe to  secure  the Prince’s
attachment to the pleasures of earth, the futile
arrangements to keep from the Prince’s know-
ledge all sights of human sin, sorrow, suffering,
the wreck ot old age and the end in death, as
it there was only one side of lite which is all
pleasure and no pam, the powerful call of Truth
that drove the inborn spirit of the Man to break
through the earthly bonds that in vain darkened
his understanding and cramped the freedom of
his soul for a time, the keen personal agony
through which the Man had to pass before he
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finally decided to part from his wife and child
when they were lost in sleep, and to go forward

with a will to discover the secret of human
8ufferings for the benefit of all the world of men
longing but unable to be free, the vengeful

pursuit by the disappointed lover—Devadatta—of
the Prince who had unconsciously made an invete-
rate enemy of his cousin by his own good
fortune in securing the love of noble Yasodhara
in preference to all other suitors, the extreme
physical privations resulting from a course of
severe meditation (yoga) that nearly brought him
to death’s door till he was saved by the offerings
of a devoted woman through whose apparent
superstition real humanity made itself telt at a
grave crisis, the final triumph over all the selfish
desires of the mind and the openmg of the eye
of spiritual vision which found Love to be the
seed of all Life, the characteristic rejection by
the great sage of the goal of self-liberation under
the prompting of the sense of supreme Duty that
makes the great souls hive with the one purpose
of enhightening the unenlightened and helping
them to rise to greater heights of righteous living,
the all-round detachment of the spirit and  trans-
parent all-embracing love of the man whose
courage crushed into repentance the abandoned
bandit leader, the deserting disloyal pupils, the
evil-natured cousin who felt no ruth till the
moment of his last surrender to the invincible
power of righteousness—these are but a few of the
character sketches that grip the mind of the
reader right through to the close.
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Chenna the faithful, loving, personal, ser-
vant; the reckless bandit Angulimala with his

song of the Triumph of Drink; the Cannibal
Ilvala with his panegyric on the belly, these two
reprobates who had without any compunction
agrced to murder the saintly Buddha merely to
please king Ajatasatru, a tool in the hands of
Devadatta, his evil genious, who cloaked his
personal malice under the love of true religion
by denouncing the Teacher as a false preacher
and an enemy of true faith: the outraged ortho-
dox couple Lilavati and Kuvinda who lamented
over the growth of the new religion thereby
indicating the shock of horror felt by orthodox
brahminism with its path of ceremonies and
sacrifices leading to salvation: the simple and
reverent though illiterate Harijatha—the type of
the neglected social class—who with a moment’s
effort gave up his habit of incessant smoking by
discovering his own strength of mind in response
to the encouraging words of the wise teacher who
declared that man alone is the only maker of his
character and moulder of his destiny and not
anything else either on earth or heaven; the
hard-hearted disciples who abandoned to his fate
their trustful teacher in his lonely helplessness
after starvation merely because their orthodoxy
had been outraged by the Kshatriya taking rice
and milk from Sujata, a Golla (Shepherd) woman,
who saved him from death ; the humanity of the
woman Sujita that saved the man of penance
through her mistaking the god-like face for the
spirit of the tree that had taken on flesh and
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blood in response to her prayers, thus showing
that even superstition can feel sympathy and
render unselfish service to those in need ;—these
types portrayed in the story of this Man of
Destiny are always true to human nature, irres-
pective of the times, whether ancient or modern.

I have been disposed to dwell on the author’s
characterization of the various actors in the drama
leaving the task of ecriticism, if any, of the
language, style, and dramatic situations to others
who may be more inclined to devote their atten-
tion to those aspects of the work. I have only
one word more to add. The * Bharata Vakyam *’
is an universal prayer and an eternal Truth It
18 a fitting conclusion to the drama. As an
epilogue it embodies the hopes and aspirations
of all peoples in all ages and in all climes when-
ever and wherever the self-glorying pride of
man has not dared to pull down from ITis Throne
the One in whom we live and move and have our
being.

May the readers find profit and pleasure, and
the author earn the reward of their grateful
appreciation of his modest work !!

THYAGAROYANAGAR, ) P. SITARAMAYYA, M.A,,
MADRAS, Secretary to Government,
26th January ’37. | (Law and Education),
J Retired.
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