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FOREWORD

In the New India of to- day people are highly
becoming conscious of the need for the Right
Type of Education for their children. There is
everywhere the dissatisfaction at the kind of
education that is now being provided at the
elementary stage. The syllabuses are too heavy
and the text-books too old fashioned. The
examinations of the traditional type control
almost entirely the class room method of teach-
ing. It is a Pass-if possible in First Class-in
the examination that is looked upon as Education.
The development of physique and the formation
of character with adequate attention to desirable
habits and attitudes are receiving very little
attention at present.

If we could only imagine the helplessness,
misery, and agony of the millions of children
who undergo the kind of mechanical instruction
and drilling of unnecessary and uninteresting
details, in our Elementary schools, we could
then realize the significance of the observation
made by Sri RAJAGOPALACHARI, the Governor
General of India, a few months ago while at the
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Doon School in Delhi, to the following effect.
When you go to any school, look at the faces
of those young children. 1f you find joy in them,
then only allow that school to run. Otherwise
simply close it down.

I am afraid that almost all our Elementary
schools as they are today fail to stand this test.
It is this state of affairs that compelled Mana-
THMA GANDHWJI, the Father of the Nation, to
enter into the Domain of Educatien also. The
scheme of Basic Education that was placed by him
before his countrymen has been now taken up in
all seriousness by almost all the States and
Provinces.

But it is doubtful, considering the economic
condition of the people and the financial condi-
tion of the States and Provinces, how far the
scheme of basic education would go to the rescue
of the millions and millions of children studying
in small villages and towns. It is therefore to be
clearly realized that if at least the ideals and
principles of the basic scheme were to be applied
in genral in such of the elementary schools of
the country which cannot be converted into the
basic type, education would then become worth
while and useful.
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It is for this reason also that I consider it
quite necessary to popularise all the literature
connected with the basic scheme.

Sri M. G. HANDRAL, B. A. (HONS.), B.T. Dip.
P. Ed. Secretary, Kannada Text-Book Committee,
Dharwar, has really done a distinct service to the
Kannada speaking world by writing this valuable
book on Basic Education. He has had the ex-
perience of about twelve years as a teacher in
Schools and Training Colleges and has undergone
training in Basic Education at Sevagram-Wardha.
He is at present working as Craft Organiser in
Southern Division, Dharwar. He has published
some other books in Kannada. In this valuable
book he has treated the problem of basic educa-
tion exhaustively. The style is simple and good
and keeps the reader interested. I am quite
confident that the Kannada literature, in matters
educational, will be all the richer for it and 1
trust that it will receive the encouragement and
patronage that it richly deserves.

M. SIDDALINGAIYA, M. A., vh. D,
(Columbia)

MYSORE PRINCIPAL,

University Teachers’ College,

20-3-1949 Mysore.
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Tam very glad to find that my friend Mr. M. G.
HaNprAL has been able to spare time to “write such a
snitable and useful hook on the subject of “Nai .Talim”
t.he popularising of which is the cherished missjion of
our lifo as we believe this system of education to be
the most natural and o most inspiring and life giving.
On account of the simplicity " of material employed ang
the human. way of dealing with the actual affairs of
every day lLife this, system of education is fully in accord
with the genius of this our a.nclent land.

I understand that there are not a number -of books
on this subject- in Kannada and I am sure that Mr.
Handral’s book has met a real demand. In this book, as
was expected of Mr. Handra.l there are all signs of an
intelligent and imaginative way of tréatment of the
various aspects of this new and interesting way of im-
parting education to our teeming millions so expectant
in this deep darkness of receiving a helpmg hand and s
kindly light from their . old . well-tried eervante. I have
no doubt that Mr. Handral’s book will be a great suceess..

DHARWAJ S. M. HADI,
. ~{ Phincipal, ’
2-5-1949 Govt. -Urdy Trbiing €ollege.

Dhnrwu-r .
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