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PREFATORY NOTE vii

tion is set up between the teaching of English and the teaching
of English literature, and it is said. that the latter effectually
defeats the former. As a matter of fact the distinction is en-
tirely sophistical. For you cannot teach English without
teaching English literature of some kind. It all depends what
kind you teach and how you adapt different kinds to different
stages. At any rate, the compiler believes that the careful
study of the contents of this book will enable the scholar to
acquire a knowledge of Finglish, which is at once literary and
practical ; and the standard of style, which he has sought to
exemplify, is that which Aristotle long ago declared to be
the most excellent, viz., “clear without being mean,” * per-
spicuous and yet elegant”.

5. The selections include both narrative and dialogue, and
cover a wide range of subjects, not excepting the humorous.
This variety of fare will, it is hoped, do something to dispel
dullness and monotony from the studies of boys, to whom
novelty and change are as the breath of life.

6. But besides being easily intelligible and interesting, a
textbook ought to contain matter which is worth reading not
only for examples of expression, but also for the sake of the
ideas expressed. The compiler hopes that among these selec-
tions will be found something to improve the mind of the
student by making him think, and to give him a real, if
limited, introduction to the treasures of English literature.

7. There are also a few pieces of poetry. The difficulty of
selecting suitable poetry for Indian schools is well known ; and
there are some who would go so far as to banish it altogether.
This, however, seems too drastic a measure. A certain pro-
portion of schoolboys passes on to the University, where, if
they take a literary course, they will have to study a cer-
tain amount of English poetry. The few poems, which are
given at the end of the book, are given to meet the wants of
such students. They may be used or not according to the
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will of the teacher. The Introduction and the Notes, which
are somewhat fuller than usual, are intended to help the
learner over the early difficulties in the path which leads to
the “golden realms” of poetry.’

8. Almost every passage has been provided with notes.
Sometimes they may appear at first sight too full, sometimes
not full enough. The principle which the compiler has ob-
gerved is that of giving such help as will enable the reader
to understand the text better; and the student should never
allow the notes to assume a value they cannot claim. The
all-important thing in the use of a reading-book is the text
and the whole text. Wherever the notes appear to go
beyond the primary function of elucidating the text, they are
intended to stimulate a feeling for language and to arouse
curiosity. ’

THE COMPILER.



PREFATORY NOTE.

It is common to hear faults found with the English text-
books selected for study in the higher forms of Indian schools.
Their subject-matter, it is said, is remote and unfamiliar ;
their language is either too difficult or not practical enough
for the general purposes of life. Every one who has any
real acquaintance with the teaching of English in Indian
schools must admit that there is much truth in the criticism,
and will remember with mingled feelings his attempts to
instil a comprehension of an unsuaitable text into the minds
of his pupils. It is, of course, easy to criticize ; but if the
critic be called upon to make positive suggestions of more
suitable books, he will probably find himself faced with a
problem, the toughness of which he did not realize when he
cavilled at the choice of others, and may come at the end of
much futile searching to a more chastened mood. The fact
is the problem is not nearly so simple as it appears, and in
the opinion of the compiler of this book will remain insoluble
so long as people confine themselves to selecting a single
complete work, long enough to furnish the necessary amount
of material for boys preparing for University Matriculation
or School Leaving Examinations. It is, he believes, im-
possible to select any one book which is free from all
objections on the score of either matter or style.

‘What, then, is the alternative? Certainly not that of rush-
ing to the opposite extreme of providing a literary pabulum

v
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consisting of nothing but scraps and snippets. Such a diet
would neither be wholesome nor nourishing. As usual, the
best course is to pursue the middle path. This book of
selections is an attempt at such a compromise, and will, it is
hoped, supply a much-felt want in our schools, by furnishing
reading matter, which is suitable in style, various in charagter,
and sufficient in amount.

Its nature and scope are as follows :—

1. It contains one long piece for the earlier stages and for
rapid reading. This piece, “ Robinson Crusoe,” has been care-
fully adapted and purged of all words and expressions which
might prove stumbling-blocks to boys who desire to gain a
mastery of English as it is or ought to be spoken to-day.
As regards subject-matter, “ good wine needs no bush”. It
is a straightforward, simple narrative of incidents well cal-
culated to attract the imagination and compel the curiosity
of schoolboys.

2. It contains also a number of passages carefully selected
and adapted where necessary from modern English authors
of acknowledged eminence. They are complete in them-
selves, and mostly of considerable length, each providing
material for several consecutive lessons. As such they ought
to furnish opportunities for cultivating the power of sustained
attention. They are more than mere scraps or fragments.
Altogether there should be sufficient material for class-reading
for two years.

3. The subjects deal with a range of ideas which a boy will
readily understand and appreciate. In reading these selec-
tions he ought not to feel that he has been introduced into
a mental atmosphere which he is unable to breathe. Strange
and difficult names, moreover, are reduced to a minimum.

4. The language is almost entirely modern and practical in
the best sense of the word. It contains hardly anything that
is obsolete, obscure, or difficult. Sometimes an unreal opposi-
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process becomes painfully mechanical. One thing, however,
is quite clear. The conversation should not go on too long.
After a while, the teacher will feel his conversational resources
are being exhausted ; therefore, as soon as the process ceases
to be spontaneous, it should be stopped, and the class should
go on to something else. He may, then, perhaps arouse
curiosity and interest by going into a question of etymology,
or illustrating the meanings of words in different associations,
or he may explain some grammatical point. Even in the
upper classes grammar and syntax should not be neglected.
At no stage are they learnt profitably, if learnt by the hour;
least of all, in the higher stages. Here especially they are
best learnt in close connexion with the books read and with
composition, and thus taught they are not distasteful, and
provide moreover a good mental discipline. In such teaching,
it may be remarked, in passing, that the blackboard is a useful
adjunct. Again, he may get the boys to reproduce the sub-
stance of a passage orally, and gradually build up with the
aid of the class a complete and correct summary. Thus the
clags will be practised in oral composition. Sometimes, he
will find it a relief to stop the oral lesson altogether and make
the class reproduce the story in writing, or write a brief piece
of composition on some matter connected with it. During
lessons conducted in such a way there will be abundant
opportunities of teaching the language. During the reading
aloud, he can draw attention to errors of pronunciation
or accent; or explain where the proper pauses occur in
a sentence. He will make sure that the boys understand
what they read, and for this translation will be found indis-
pensable. If the boy can translate a passage into his own
tongue, that is a final proof that he understands it, and care
should be taken that the translation is not slovenly, but a
correct and idiomatic rendering of the original.

If the passage is in the form of a dialogue it is a good
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plan to let boys take parts. The different characters may
be assigned to individual boys and the connecting narrative
to another. This will keep boys on the alert and serve as a
welcome variation of the ordinary lesson; but the same boys
should not keep the same parts all through the lesson, lest
those who do not take part let their faculties fall asleep.

‘When the lesson is harder in point of language or thought,
it is useful for the teacher to lead the way by giving a few
preliminary remarks about the subject-matter, so that atten-
tion may be attracted in the right direction. But his remarks
should be brief, lucid, and to the point; othérwise the regult
will be tedious and the boys’ attention will wander. He can
easily supplement his first remarks by further comments as
the lesson proceeds. It may be necessary sometimes to call
attention to special difficulties of language or subject-matter
before commencing the lesson, so as to avoid a tedious halt
in the middle. Sometimes it may be well to go through the
whole passage with explanations rapidly at the beginning.
The piece may then be gone through more carefully by the
class. A variant of this method is to set one boy to translate
a difficult passage aloud, while the rest listen and prompt or
help, and then the whole class may translate the passage on
paper. In this way, the boy not only learns the meaning of
the foreign language but gains practice in speaking and writing
his own.

Ordinarily & lesson from the textbook will have been pre-
pared beforehand by the class, but this need not always be
the case. A later lesson in the book may be turned up, and
may be treated as viva voce unseen. The teacher and the
class will attack the piece together, the former leading the
way or correcting mistakes as the case may be.

In the doing of unseen passages paraphrase should be
used with discrimination. Paraphrasing has been so much
misused, that some persons reject it altogether. Sometimes
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A READING-BOOK is one amongst several aids to the learning of
a foreign language. It is & most important means to an end,
and its value depends on the way it is used. In order to use
it profitably it is necessary to keep clearly and constantly in
mind what the mastery of a language by a schoolboy implies.
What the teacher wishes his pupils to be able to do at the
end of their school course may be thus summed up :—

First, to understand the language when spoken.

Secondly, to speak it correctly, and with a fair amount of
fluenocy.

Thirdly, to read prose and verse of moderate difficulty.

Fourthly, to write clearly and easily.

All this implies a sound knowledge of the structure of the
language, an ability to parse and analyse, and also a com-
mand of a sufficient vocabulary. In short, the object of
learning & language is to know the words and to be able to
put them in their right places. Various methods are adopted
to produce this result, and nowadays there is a good deal of
dispute as to which is the best, and frequently unreal and
unnecessary opposition is set up between rival schools of
teaching. There is, for example, much difference of opinion
about the amount of grammar which should be taught, how
it should be taught, and at what stage it should be begun.
Into these vexed questions it is unnedessary to enter here.

But certain things are clear: that the early stages of learning
xiii
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a language involve a great deal of drudgery, much exercise
of the memory, and a certain amount of grammatical study,
a8 a necessary preliminary to further progress. But by the
time a schoolboy reaches the upper classes he will have passed
out of the preliminary stages, concerning which the votaries
of rival methods chiefly wrangle, and the course and methods
of study will not be dominated by any one particular principle.
Indeed, it is batter for the teacher not to be preoccupied with
“methods”. If the teacher keeps in mind that it is his business
to give to his pupil a real start in the English language and
literature, the methods will come of themselves, according as
they are dictated by reason and common sense, and as occasion
demands. There is a time to translate, and a time to com-
pose; a time to explain carefully and minutely, and a time to
withhold explanations altogether; a time to analyse, and a
time to put together. Itis the duty of the teacher to see that
these things are done in due proportion. But there is no
greater fallacy than the belief that there is any one royal
road in the learning of a language, any one particular key to-
a very composite problem.

Let us see, then, what a teacher may do in dealing with the
material chosen for a lesson. Sometimes, if the language is
easy and readily intelligible, he will plunge without any pre-
liminaries into the midst of things and will let the text explain
itself. Each boy may read a short passage in turn, and diffi-
culties may be explained briefly by the way as they crop up,
till the whole piece is completed. Then books may be shut,
and the teacher may start a conversation on any matters of
interest arising out of the text. He should, of course, not
adopt any stereotyped form of question so a8 to avoid mono-
tony, for boys love novelty and hate monotony, and dislike
being bored. Further, he should not only ask questions him-
self but encourage the boys to ask questions themselves. It
is impossible to lay down any rule for this, or the whole
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a piece is given to be paraphrased which neither needs nor is
capable of simpler presentation; sometimes it is allowed to
be merely a rewriting with synonyms. Such things are
mere barren exercises and are rightly condemned. But
properly used paraphrase is a profitable oxercise. It ought
not only to reveal an understanding of the language and its
structure, but the meaning and literary beauty, if the passage
to be paraphrased is beautiful, of the whole. No paraphrase
should be accepted which does not fulfil this double function
of doing f{ull justice both to the form and sense of the original.
If it degencrates into a destructive process of merely taking
the bloom off the peach, it had better be left alone.

The study of language is, of course, dull and useless f it
consists merely of grammar grinding, or of learning notes on
peculiarities and allusions. In India especially it is too often
dull and tedious in the extreme just because these mechanical
exercises constitute the staple of the school lessons. The
result is barrenness. No real mastery of the language is ac-
quired nor are the powers of thought stimulated. It is not
uncommon to find boys faultless in explaining phrases,
supplying synonyms, and explaining allusions. But when
you ask them a simple, straightforward question on what they
have been reading or to give the substance of it in their own
words, the majority are floored. It isextremely rare to extract
an intelligent answer. They are either tongue-tied altogether
or, instead of reproducing the whole, fasten themselves on
some small and insignificant detail. 'What they cannot do as
a rule is to give a general idea of the whole in due perspective.
They cannot, in short, see the wood for the trees. They have
not been properly practised in intelligent conversation and
oral composition, yet for the acquisition of the spoken lan-
guage, no exercise is more important. If the Indian student
got more practice in oral composition of the proper kind,

there would be fewer complaints of slipshod or halting English,
II, 2
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Equally important is written composition, and it may be
remembered that this is not only an end in itself, but a most
effective aid towards the spoken language. Most good
speakers are good writers, and have practised good writing
with a view to good speaking. But written composition is
too often taught in schools in a very haphazard manner, and
boys are left to pick it up for themselves. In consequence,
many never pick it up at all. Yet it is perfectly clear that it
can be taught, for every examiner knows that the pupils of
different schools, though their general average ability is the
same, differ enormously in their powers of composition.
The reason must be that in some schools they are taught
properly, and in others they are taught improperly or not
taught at all. One great mistake is to begin teaching it too
soon. The result is that the pupils, having no stock of ideas,
resemble the Israelites making bricks without straw. Another
fault is to set boys to write on subjects at random, having no
connexion with their daily experience or lessons in school.
One indispensable method is translation. There are, of course,
not wanting many nowadays who consider the direct method
has changed all this, \wnd will have nothing to do with it.
They will use only “free composition "’ in the language studied,
without the intervention of the mother tongue. Translation
may be too exclusively pursued, but there is no doubt that
its opponents have allowed their idolatry of method to run
away with them. There is nothing like translation for bring-
ing the learner face to face with difficulties and making him
overcome them, and in these days of soft options, it is to be
feared that one of the common reasons for putting it under a
ban is just the fact that it does not evade difficulties. As an
eminent modern language teacher has said, *to translate the
thought accurately into the other language without adding
anything to it and without taking anything from it is a piece
of work which a boy is generally capable of doing and which
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it would be a thousand pities not to get him to do”. The
“direct method,” as it is called, by its exclusive use of free
original composition, is too often an attempt ‘“to get to the
kernel without cracking the nut”’. Translation, however, into
the foreign tongue will generally go on apart from the use
of the textbook. How, then, may the latter help in the teach-
ing of written composition? In several ways. Questions
may be answered on paper just as they may be answered
viva voce; and the summary of the plot may be written down
just as it may be reproduced by word of mouth. But,
above all, the reading-book will supply useful subjects for
essays, just as other subjects of the curriculum may do, e.g.,
history and geography. Kssay writing often remains barren,
because subjects are chosen so to speak tn vacuo which are
quite out of the range of the boys’ ideas. It would be a much
more valuable exercise if a boy were set to write about things
which he comes across in his ordinary experience or in the
lessons which he is trying to assimilate in school.

In order to understand a language, it is necessary to become
accustomed to its sound both in the mouth of another and one’s
own, and thers is an old-fashioned device for the attainment of
this object, which it needs some hardihood to recommend at the
present day. It is the fashion to make much of development
of intelligence and interest at the expense of the memory.
“ Learning by heart’’ and ‘“ mere memorizing "’ are denounced
as a waste of time. But it is possible to go too far in the
opposite direction. Learning by rote can easily be abused,
and may, if excessively used, become a deadening process.
But it has its value. Af any rate, it is quite true that no
language can be learnt without exercising the memory a very
great deal. A student must remember the appropriate forms
and assimilate a large vocabulary, and the stronger his retentive
powers, the more quickly will he get a grip of the language.

But there is a further use. The learning by heart of selected
2 *
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pieces of prose and poetry insensibly familiarizes the learner
with the sound of the language, and not only with the ele-
ments, but with the elements in ordered conjunction. It
would be no bad thing therefore for the student to commit to
memory a few choice pieces of both prose and poetry. Be-
sides getting accustomed to the sound and cadences of the
language, he will have ready for use models of expression

The method of memorizing is the method of repetition,
that is to say, the method of going over things again and
again. ‘“Repetez sans cesse” is one of the most indis-
pensable rules in linguistic study. It is not enough to range
at large over a wide field of reading; it is necessary also to
cultivate carefully a limited area. Side by side with the rapid
reading of large quantities must go on the intensive study of
particular pieces, which should be read closely and analysed
minutely till they become insensibly part and parcel of the
learner’s mind. Macaulay’s advice to those who wanted to
write good Latin prose was, “soak yourself in Cicero”. A
similar process of soaking should be followed in the learning
of English, and it is worth while remembering that a teacher
has put it on record that a pupil who wrote the best IFrench
prose he ever saw written by a boy had read but three books,
but he knew these three nearly all by heart.

Let the teacher remember throughout what his aim is in
teaching English. His business is to turn out by all the
means in his power good English scholars, i.e., pupils who
can pronounce it correctly, understand it readily, and express
their ideas either in speech or writing, clearly and elegantly
without vulgarity and without bombast. If he keeps this end
in view, and strives to attain it, he will succeed. He will
acquaint himself with the best methods of teaching, but will
keep them his servants, and never suffer them to become his
master, and he will use them appropriately in their due
place. But he will also remember that teaching implies
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previous knowledge, and he will not only keep his knowledge
fresh, but add to his stores. He will therefore continue the
study of good literature, as becomes a man who is not only
imparting a kind of verbal skill, but is leading his pupils
through the gateway of knowledge. He will endeavour to
give them some glimpses of literary beauty, and make them
understand and appreciate the ideas which underlie it. The
learning of a language is not merely for the sake of a utili-
tarian accomplishment, but also for the nourishment of the
mind. ‘‘Abeunt studia in mores.” !

1Studies pass into character,






INTRODUCTORY NOTE TO “ROBINSON CRUSOE ",

TrEscenes described in the following chapters are taken from
perhaps the most famous book of adventures in the English
language. It was first published in 1719 under the title,
“The Life and Strange Surprising Adventures of Robinson
Crusoe,” and gained immediate popularity, running through
five editions in as many months. Since then, edition has
followed edition, it has been translated into several foreign
languages, and it remains as popular as ever. The story
appears to have been founded on the actual experiences of a
Scotch sailor, whom Cowper has celebrated in his “ Verses
supposed to be written by Alexander Selkirk during his soli-
tary abode in the island of Juan Fernandez”. An account of
Selkirk’s life was published by Captain Rogers in 1712, seven
years before the publication of “ Robinson Crusoe,” and contains
some passages which may well have suggested not only the
general idea of the story, but some of its details. ‘“He told
us,” writes Captain Rogers of Selkirk, “ that he was born in
Scotland, and was bred a sailor from his youth. The reason
of his being left here, was a difference between him and his
captain, which, together with the ship’s being leaky, made him
willing rather to stay here, than go along with him at first;
but when he was at last willing to go, the captain would not
receive him.”

This seems to be reproduced with variations in the maroon-
ing of the captain by the mutineers. “He had with him
his clothes and bedding, with a firelock, some powder, bullets,
and tobacco, a hatchet, a knife, a kettle, a Bible, his mathe-
matical instruments, and his books. He diverted and provided

1
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himself as well as he could ; but for the first eight months had
much ado to bear up against melaucholy and the terror of
being left alone in such a desolate place. He built two huts
with pimento-trees, covered them with long grass and lined
them with the skins of goats, which he killed with his guns as
he wanted, so long as his powder lasted.”

Thus his equipment was much like Crusoe’s, but he did not
make go much out of it. The narrative continues: “Ie soon
wore out all his shoes and clothes by running in the woods.
So at last being forced to shift (i.e. manage) without them his
feet became so hard that he ran everywhere without diffi-
culty. . . . After he had conquered his melancholy, he diverted
himself sometimes with cutting his name on the trees, and the
time of his being left, and his continuance. . . . He likewise
tamed some kids. . . . So that by the favour of Providence
and vigour of his youth, being now but 30 years old, he
came ab last to conquer all the inconveniences of his solitude,
and to be very easy.” His personal appearance must have
been very like Crusoe’s. “ When his clothes were worn out,
he made himself a coat and a cap of goat-skins, which he
stitched together with little thongs of the same, that he cut
with his knife. . . . Having some linen cloth by him, he
sewed him some shirts with a nail and stitched them with a
worsted of his old stockings, which he pulled out on purpose.
He had his last shirt on when we found him on the island.”

The author was a man ot singularly varied experience and
must have heard many curious stories from the sailors and
adventurers of that enterprising age. All these things, no
doubt, provided useful materials for his story, but he was
indebted most of all to his own lively imagination. Given an
ordinary man cast adrift on a desert island with a few tools
and implements, his problem was to describe how the cast-
away by forethought, perseverance, ingenuity, and pluck came
out victorious in his lonely struggle with nature to make
his life comfortable and human. Out of these simple and
commonplace elements the author succeeded in producing a
most thrilling narrative The most homely incidents arouse
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the curiosity of the reader, the picturesqueness of the details
gave it from monotony, and the style is so plain, simple, and
artless as to leave on the mind an impression of the most
vivid reality. There is never any straining after literary effect,
no attempt to impose on the reader’s credulity by anything
far-fetched or marvellous, and romance is entirely absent.
But the situation of Crusoe is one which every one, young or
old, can instinctively appreciate, and his disappointments, diffi-
culties, and triumphs excite the livelicst interest and sympathy.
The book is above all of the most intensely practical nature,
and as such appeals straight to universal experience and
imagination. Hence the book has always been a favourite
with boys all the world over, and like most works of genius
has sustained its popularity from age to age.

Its author, Daniel Defoe, wrote it quite late in life, after
many ups and downs, when he was close upon 60 years
old. He had been a merchant and a traveller, had seen
something of fighting, had sulfered imprisonment more than
once, and was throughout his life a keen politician. He
was a man of high character, steadfast, and consistent. His
chief occupation was the writing of books, of which he pro-
duced an extraordinary amount and variety. Though much
of his work was brilliant, he achieved the greatest success in
fiction, and he is universally acknowledged to be a prince of
story-tellers.



ADVENTURES OF ROBINSON CRUSOE.

CHAPTER 1.
EARLY LIFE AND ADVENTURES.

I was born in the year 1632, in the City of York, of a good
family. Being the third son, and not bred to any trade, my
head began to be filled very early with rambling thoughts. My
father, who was very old, had given me a good education and
designed me for the law ; butI would be satisfied with nothing
but going to sea.

My father gave me serious and excellent counsel against
what he foresaw was my design. He called me one morning
into his chamber, where he was confined by the gout, and
expostulated very warmly with me upon this subject, saying
that if I did take this foolish step, God would not bless me,
and I would have leisure hereafter to reflect upon having
neglected his counsel when there might be none to assist in
my recovery.

I was sincerely affected and resolved not to think of going
abroad any more, but to settle at home according to my father’s
desire. But alas! a few days wore it all off.

I became obstinately deaf to all proposals of settling to
business, and frequently expostulated with my father and
mother about their being so positively determined against what
they knew to be my inclination. And being one day in Haull,
and one of my companions who was going by sea to London,
in his father’s ship, prompting me to go with them, in an evil
hour, God knows, on 1 September, 1651, I went on board
a ship bound for London. Never did any young adventurer’s
misfortunes, I believe, begin sooner, or continue longer, than

4
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mine. The ship was no sooner out of the Humber, than
the wind began to blow, and the waves to rise in a most
frightful manner; and as I had never been at sea before, I
was most inexpressibly sick in body, and terrified in my mind.
I began now seriously to reflect upon what I had done, and
how justly I was overtaken by the judgment of heaven for
wickedly leaving my father’s house and abandoning my duty.

All this while the storm increased, and the sea, which I had
never been upon before, went very high, though nothing like
what T have seen many times since; no, nor like what I saw
a few days after. I expected every wave would have swal-
lowed us up, and that every time the ship fell down, as I
thought, in the trough, or hollow of the sea, we should never
rise again; and in this agony of mind I made many vows and
resolutions, that if it would please God to spare my life this
voyage, if ever I got my foot onee upon dry land again, I
would go directly home to my father, and never set it on a
ship again as long as I lived.

These wise and sober thoughts continued all the while the
storm continued, and indeed some time after; but the next
day the wind abated and the sea grew calmer, and I began to
be a little inured to it. However, I was very grave for all
that day, being also a little sea-sick still ; but towards night
the weather cleared up, the wind was quite over, and a charm-
ing fine evening followed ; the sun went down perfectly clear,
and rose so the next morning; and with little or no wind, a
smooth sea and the sun shining upon it, the sight was, as I
thought, the most delightful that ever I saw.

The sixth day of our being at sea we came into Yarmouth
Roads; the wind having been contrary and the weather calm,
we had made but little way Since the storm. Ilere we were
obliged to come to anchor, and here we lay, the wind continu-
ing contrary, for seven or eight days, during which time a
great many ships from Newcastle came into the same roads.

We had not beon here very long when the wind blew very
hard. However, the roads being reckoned as good as a
harbour and the anchorage good, our men were unconcerned,
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and not in the least apprehensive of danger, but spent the
time in rest and mirth. But the eighth day in the morning
the wind increased, and we had all hands at work to strike
our top-masts, that the ship might ride as easy as possible.
By noon the sea went very high indeed, and we shipped
geveral seas, and we thought once or twice our anchor had
come home; upon which our master ordered out the sheet-
anchor, so that we rode with two anchors ahead.

By this time it blew a terrible storm indeed, and now I
began to see terror and amazement in the faces even of the
seamen themselves. I was dreadfully frightened; I got up
out of my cabin, and looked out. But such a dismal sight I
never saw; the sea went mountains high, and broke upon us
every three or four minutes; when I could look about, I could
see nothing but distress round us. Two ships -that rode
near us we found had cut their masts by the board, being
deeply laden; and our men oried out, that a ship about a
mile ahead of us had foundered.

Towards evening the mate and boatswain begged the
master of our ship to let them cut away the fore-mast, which
he was very unwilling to do. But when the boatswain pro-
tested that, if he did not, the ship would founder, he con-
gented; and when they had cut away the fore-mast, the
main-mast stood so loose, and shook the ship so much, they
were obliged to cut her away also, and make a clear deck.

But the worst was not come yet; the storm continued
with such fury, that the seamen themselves acknowledged
they had never known a worse. In the middle of the night,
and amid all the rest of our distress, one of the men that had
been down on purpose to see cried out we had sprung a
leak ; another said there were four feet of water in the hold.
Then all hands were called to the pump. At that word my
heart, as I thought, died within me, and I fell backwards
upon the side of my bed where I sat, into the cabin. How-
ever, the men roused me, and told me that I was as well
able to pump as another ; whereupon.I got up and went to the
pump and worked very heartily. Meanwhile, the master,
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seeing some light colliers, who were obliged to slip and run
away to sea, and would not come near us, ordered a gun to be
fired as a signal of distress. I, who knew not what that
meant, thought the ship had broken, or some dreadful thing
had happened. In a word, I was so surprised that I fell
down in a swoon. As this was a time when everybody had
his own life to think of, nobody minded me, or what had
become of me ; but another man stepped up to the pump, and
thrusting me aside with his foot, let me lie, thinking I was
dead ; and it was a long while before I came to myself.

The master continued firing guns for help; and a light
ship, just ahead of us, ventured to send a boat out to help us.
It was with the utmost peril the boat came near us, but it was
impossible for us to get on board, or for the boat to lie near
the ship’s side, till at last, the men rowing very heartily, and
venturing their lives to®save ours, our men cast them a rope
over the stern, which they after great labour and hazard took
hold of, and we hauled them close under our stern, and got
all into their boat. It was to no purpose for them or us
after we were in the boat to think of reaching their own ship,
so all agreed to let her drive, and only to pull her in towards
the shore as much as we could, and our master promised
them that if the boat was staved upon shore he would
make it good to their master. So partly rowing and partly
driving, our boat went away to the northward, almost as far
as Winterton Ness.

But we made but slow way towards the shore, nor were
we able to reach it till, past the lighthouse at Winterton, the
shore falls off to the westward towards Cromer, and so the
land broke a little the violence of the wind. Here we got in,
and, though not without much difficulty, got all safe on shore,
and walked afterwards on foot to Yarmouth, where we were
treated with great humanity, and were given sufficient money
to carry us either to London or back to Hull, as we thought fit.

Had I now had the sense to have gone back to Hull, and
to have gone home, I should have been happy, but my ill fate
pushed me on now with an obstinacy that nothing could
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resist; and though I had several times loud calls from my
reason and my better judgment to go home, I had no power
to do it. I know not what to call this, nor will I urge that
it is a secret overruling decree that hurries us on to be the
instruments of our own destruction, even though it be before
us, and we rush upon it with our eyes open.

My comrade, who had helped to harden me before, and
who was the master’s son, was now less forward than I.
The first time he spoke to me after we were at Yarmouth
his tone was altered, and looking very melancholy and shak-
ing his head he asked me how I was, telling his father who
I was, and how I had come this voyage only for a trial, in
order to go farther abroad. His father turning to me with a
very grave and concerned tone, “ Young man,” said he, “you
ought never to go to sea any more, you ought to take this for
a plain and visible token, that you are not to be a seafaring
man ",

We parted soon after; for I made him little answer, and I
saw him no more; which way he went I know not. As for
me, having some money in my pocket, I travelled to London
by land ; and there, as well as on the road, had many struggles
with myself what course of life I should take, and whether I
should go home, or go to sea.

Cuarrer II.
ADVENTURES AS A GUINEA TRADER.

It was my lot first of all to fall into pretty good company in
London. I first became acquainted with the master of a ship
who had been on the coast of Guinea, and who, having had
very good success there, had resolved to go again; and who,
taking a fancy to my conversation, and hearing me say I had
a mind to see the world, told me if I would go the voyage
with him I should be at no expense; I should be his messmate
and his companion ; and if I could carry anything with me,
I should have all the advantage of it that trade would admit,
and perhaps I might meet with some encouragement.
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I embraced the offer, and I went the voyage with him.

This was the only voyage which, I may say, was successful
in all my adventures, and this I owe to the integrity and
honesty of my friend the captain; under whom also I got a
competent knowledge of the mathematics and the rules of
navigation, learned how to keep an account of the ship’s
course, take an observation, and, in short, to understand some
things that were needful to be understood by a sailor. Tor,
as he took delight in teaching me, I took delight in learning;
and, in a word, this voyage made me both a sailor and a
merchant ; for I brought home five pounds nine ounces of gold
dust for my adventure, which yielded me in London on my
return almost £300.

I now set up for a Guinea trader; and my friend, to my
great misfortune, dying soon after his arrival, I resolved to go
the same voyage again, and I embarked in the same vessel
with one who was his mate in the former voyage, and had
now got the command of the ship. This was the unhappiest
voyage that ever man made; while our ship was making her
course towards the Canary Islands, or rather between those
islands and the African shore, we were surprised in the grey of
the morning by a Turkish rover of Sallee, who gave chase to
us with all the sail she could make. We crowded also as much
canvas as our yards would spread, or our masts cairy; but about
three in the afternoon he came up with us, and after a stub-
born resistance we were obliged to yield, and all were carried
prisoners into Sallee, a port belonging to the Moors.

The usage I had there was not so dreadful as at first I ap-
prehended, nor was I carried up the country to the emperor’s
court, as the rest of our men were, but was kept by the captain
of the rover as his own prize, and made his slave, as I was
young and nimble, and fit for his business.

Here I meditated nothing but escape, and what method I
might take to effect it, but found no way that had the least
probability of success in it.

After about two years an odd circumstance presented itself,
which put the old thought of making some attempt for my
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liberty again into my head. My master used constantly, once
or twice a week and sometimes oftener, if the weather was fair,
to take the ship’s pinnace, and go out into the road a-fishing;
and as he always took me and a young Maresco with him to
row the boat, we made him very merry, and I proved very dex-
terous in catching fish: insomuch, that sometimes he would
send me with a Moor, one of his kinsmen, and the youth the
Maresco, as they called him, to catch a dish of fish for him.

It happened one time that a fog rose so thick, that though
we were not half a league from the shore we lost sight of it:
and rowing we knew uot whither or which way, we laboured
all day, and all the next night, and when the morning came we
found we had pulled off to sea instead of pulling in for the
shore; and that we were at least two leagues from the shore.
However, we got well in again, though with a great deal of
labour, and some danger, for the wind began to blow pretty
fresh in the morning; but particularly we were all very hungry.

But our master, warned by this disaster, resolved to take
more care of himself for the future; and having the long-boat
of our English ship which he had taken, he resolved he
would not go a-fishing any more without a compass and some
provision.

We frequently went out with this boat a-fishing, and as I
was most dexterous in catching fish for him, he never went
without me. It happened that he had appointed to go out in
this boat, either for pleasure or for fish, with two or three
Moors of some distinction in that place, for whom he had
sent on board the boat overnight a larger store of provisions
than ordinary.

I got all things ready as he had directed, and waited the
next morning with the boat, washed clean, and everything to
accommodate his guests; when hy and by my master came on
board alone, and told me his guests had put off going, and
ordered me with the man and boy, as usual, to go out with
the boat and catch them some fish, for his friends were to sup
at his house ; and commanded that as soon as I had got some
fish I should bring it home to his house,
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This moment my former notions of deliverance darted into
my thoughts, for now I found I was likely to have a little ship
at my command.

After we had fished some time and caught nothing, for,
when I had fish on my hook I would not pull them up that he
might not see them, I said to the Moor, *“ This will not do;
our master will not be thus served; we must stand farther
off”. He, thinking no harm, agreed, and being in the head
of the boat set the sails; and as I had the helm I ran the
boat out nearly a league farther, and then brought her to as if
I would fish. Then giving the boy the helm, I stepped forward
to where the Moor was, and making as if I.stooped for some-
thing behind him, I took him by surprise, and tossed him
clear overboard into the sea. He rose immediately, for he
swam like a cork, and called to me, begged to be taken in,
told me he would go all the world over with me. He swam
so strong after the boat, that he would have reached me very
quickly, there being but little wind; upon which I stepped
into the cabin, and fetching one of the fowling-pieces, I pre-
gsented it at him, and told him I had done him no hurt, and
if he would be quiet I would do him none. ‘ But,” said I,
“you swim well enough to reach the shore, and the sea is
calm; make the best of your way to shore, and I will do
you no harm; but if you come near the boat I'll shoot you
through the head, for I am resolved to have my liberty.” So
he turned himself about, and swam for the shore, and I have
no doubt that he reached it with ease, for he was an excel-
lent swimmer.

When he was gone [ turned to the boy, whom they called
Xury, and said to him, “Xury, if you will be faithful to me
I'll make you a great man; but if you will not, I must
throw you into the sea too”’. The boy smiled in my face, and
spoke so innocently, that I could not mistrust him, and swore
to be faithful to me, and go all over the world with me.

While I was in view of the Moor that was swimming, I
stood out directly to sea with the boat ; but as soon as it grew
dusk in the evening, I changed my course, and steered directly

II. 38
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south and by east, bending my course a little towards the east,
that I might keep in with the shore ; and having a fair, fresh
gale of wind, and a smooth, quiet sea, I made such progress
that I believe by the next day at three 'o’clock in the after-
noon, when I first made the land, I could not be less than
150 miles south of Sallee; quite beyond the Emperor of
Morocco’s dominions, or indeed of any other king thereabouts,
for we saw no people.

Yet such was the fright I had taken at the Moors, that I
would not stop, or go on shore, or come to an anchor, till I
had sailed in that manner five days; and then the wind shift-
ing to the southward, I concluded also that if any of our
vessels were in chase of me, they also would now give over.
So I ventured to make for the coast, and came to an anchor
in the mouth of a little river, I knew not what, or where;
neither what latitude, what country, what nations, or what
river. I neither saw, nor desired to see, any people; the
principal thing I wanted was fresh water. We came into this
creek in the evening, resolving to swim on shore as soon as it
was dark, and discover the country; but as soon as it was
quite dark we heard such dreadful noises of the barking, roar-
ing, and howling of wild creatures, of we knew not what
kinds, that the poor boy was ready to die with fear, and
begged of me not to go on shore till day. This convinced me
that there was no going on shore for us in the night upon
that coast; and how to venture on shore in the day was a
question.

However, we were obliged to go on shore somewhere or
other for water, for we had not a pint left in the boat ; when or
where to get to it, was the point. Xury said if I would let him
go on shore with one of the jars, he would find if there was
any water and bring some to me. “ We will both go,” said
I, “and if the wild men come, we will kill them, they shall
eat neither of us.” So we hauled in the boat as near the
shore as we thought was proper, and so waded on shore,
carrying nothing but our arms and two jars for water.

I did not care to go out of sight of the boat, fearing the
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coming of canoes with savages down the river; but the boy
seeing a low place about a mile up the country rambled to
it and by and by I saw him come running towards me. I
thought he was pursued by some savage, or frightened by
some wild beast, and I ran forward to help him; but when
I came nearer to him, I saw something hanging over his
shoulders, which was a creature that he had shot, like a hare,
but ditferent in colour, and with longer legs. However, we
were very glad of it, and it was very good meat; but the
great joy was that poor Xury came to tell me he had found
good water.

After this we held on to the southward continually for ten or
twelve days, living very sparingly on our provisions, which
began to diminish very much, and going no oftener into the
shore than we were obliged to for fresh water. My design
was to make the River Gambia or Senegal—that is to say,
anywhere about the Cape de Verde—where I was in hopes to
meet with some European ship; and if T did not, I knew not
what course I had to take, but to seek out for the islands, or
perish there among the negroes. I knew that all the ships
from Jurope, which sailed either to the coast of Guinea or to
Brazil, or to the East Indies, made this cape, or those islands ;
and in a word, I put the whole of my fortune upon this single
point, either that I must meet with some ship, or must perish.

When I had pursued this resolution about ten days longer,
as | have said, I began to see that the land was inhabited ;
and in two or three places, as we sailed by, we saw people
stand upon the shore to look at us ; we could also perceive they
were quite black, and stark naked. I kept at a distance, but
talked with them by signs as well as I could, and particularly
made signs for something to eat; they beckoned to me to
stop my boat, and that they would fetch me some meat.
Upon this I lowered the top of my sail and lay by, and two
of them ran up into the country, and in less than half an hour
came back, and brought with them two pieces of dried flesh
and some corn, but how to come at it was our next dispute,
for I was not inclined to venture on shore to them, and they

38 *
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were as much afraid of us; but they took a safe way for us
all, for they brought it to the shore and laid it down, and
went and stood a great way off till we fetched it on board,
and then came close to us again.

I was now furnished with roots and corn, such as it was,
and water ; and leaving my friendly negroes I sailed forward
for about eleven days more, without offering to go near the
shore, till I saw the land run out a great length into the sea,
at about the distance of four or five leagues before me; and
the sea being very calm, I kept a large offing, to make this
point. At length, doubling the point, at about two leagues
from the land, I saw plainly land on the other side, to sea-
ward ; then I concluded that this was the Cape de Verde,
and those the islands, called from thence Cape de Verde
[slands. However, they were at a great distance, and T could
not well tell what I had best do.

In this dilemma, ag.I was very pensive, I stepped into the
cabin, and sat down, Xury having the helm ; when suddenly
the boy cried out, ‘* Master, master, a ship with a saill " and
the foolish boy was frightened out of his wits, thinking it
must needs be some of his master’s ships sent to pursue us,
when I knew we were far enough out of their reach. I
jumped out of the cabin, and immediately saw, not only the
ship, but what she was, viz. that it was a Portuguese ship,
and, as I thought, was bound to the coast of Guinesa, for
negroes. But when I observed the course she steered, I was
soon convinced they were bound some other way, and did
not design to come any nearer to shore; upon which I
stretched out to sea, a8 much as I could, resolving to speak
with them, if possible.

With all the sail I could make, I found I should not be
able to come in their way, but that they would be gone by
before I could make any signal to them; but after I had
begun to despair, they, it seems, saw me by the help of their
glasses, and supposed that it was some European boat, which
must belong to some ship that was lost; so they shortened
sail to let me come up. I was encouraged by this; and as I
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had my master’s ensign on board, I waved it to them as a signal
of distress, and fired a gun, both of which they saw ; for they
told me they saw the smoke, though they did not hear the
gun. Upon these signals they kindly brought to, and lay
by for me ; and in about three hours’ time I came up with
them.

They asked me what I was, in Portuguese, and in Spanish,
and in French, but I understood none of them ; but at last a
Scotch sailor, who was on board, called to me, and I an-
swered him, and told him I was an Englishman and had
made my escape out of slavery from the Moors, at Sallee.
Then they bade me come on board, and very kindly took me
in, and all my goods.

It was an inexpressible joy to me that I was thus de-
livered, as I esteemed it, from such a miserable, and almost
hopeless, condition as I was in; and [ immediately offered
all I had to the captain of the ship, as a return for my deliver-
ance. But he generously told me he would take nothing
from me, but that all I had should be delivered safe to me
when I came to the Brazils. *For,” said he, “ I have saved
your life on no other terms than I would be glad to be saved
myself, and it may, one time or other, be my lot to be taken
up in the same condition. Besides, when I carry you to
the Brazils, so far from your own country, if I should take
from you what you have, you will be starved there, and then
I only take away that life I have given. No, no, Seignior
Inglese,” says he, “ Mr. Englishman, I will carry you thither
in charity, and those things will help you to buy your sub-
sistence there, and your passage home again.”

He was not more charitable in his proposal than he was
just in the performance to a tittle; for he ordered the seamen that
none should touch anything I had. Then he took everything
into his own possession, and gave me back an exact inventory
of them, that I might have them, even so much as my three
earthen jars.

As to my boat, it was a very good one, and that he saw,
and told me he would buy it of me for the ship’s use, and
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asked me what I would take for it? I told him he had been
so generous to me in everything, that I could not put any
price on the boat, but left it entirely to him; upon which he
told me he would give me a note of his hand to pay me eighty
pieces of eight for it at Brazil, and when it came there, il any
one offered to give more, he would make it up.

We had a very good voyage to the Brazils, and arrived in
All Saints’ Bay, in about twenty-two days after.

The generous treatment of the captain I can never remem-
ber enough. He would take nothing of me for my passage,
and caused everything I had in the ship to be punctually
delivered me; and what I was willing to sell he bought.

Before I had been long here, I was recommended to the
house of & good honest man like himself, who had a planta-
tion and a sugar-house. I lived with him some time, and
acquainted myself by that means with the manner of planting
and making sugar; and seeing how well the planters lived,
and how they grew rich suddenly, I resolved, if I could get
leave to settle there, I would turn planter among them. To
this purpose, I purchased as much land as my money would
buy, and formed a plan for my plantation and settlement.

CrAPTER III.
THE SHIPWRECK.

] went on with great success in my plantation. And as I
increased in business and in wealth, my head began to be full
of projects and undertakings beyond my reach, such as are,
indeed, often the ruin of the best heads in business.

Having now lived almost four years in the Brazils, I had
not only learned the language, but had made acquaintances
and friends among my fellow-planters, as well as among the
merchants of St. Salvador, which was our port, and in my con-
versation with them I had frequently given them an account
of my two voyages to the coast of Guinea and the manner of
trading with the negroes there.

It happened that three of them came to me one morning,
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and told me they had been musing very much upon what I
had told them, and said that they had a mind to fit out a ship to
go to Guinea ; and the question was, whether I would go in the
ship, to manage the trading part upon the coast of Guinea.

1 could no more resist the offer than I could restrain my
first rambling designs, when my father's good counsel was
lost upon me. I told them I would go with all my heart,
if they would undertake to look after my plantation in my
absence, and would dispose of it to such as I should direct if
I miscarried.

Our ship was about 120 tons burden, carried six guns and
fourteen men, besides the master, his boy, and myself. We
had on board no large cargo of goods, except of such toys as
were fit for our trade with the negroes—such as beads, bits of
glass, shells, and odd trifles, especially little looking-glasses,
knives, scissors, hatchets, and the like.

The same day I went on board we set sail, standing away
to the northward upon our own coast, intending to stretch
over for the African coast. We passed the line in about twelve
days’ time, and were, by our last observation, in seven degrees
twenty-two minutes northern latitude, when a violent tornado,
or hurricane, took us quite out of our knowledge. It began
from the south-east, came about to the north-west, and then
gettled into the north-east, from whence it blew in such a terrible
manner, that for twelve days together we could do nothing
but drive, and, scudding away before it, let it carry us where-
ever fate and the fury of the winds directed; and during
these twelve days, I need not say that I expected every day
to be swallowed up, nor, indeed, did any in the ship expect
to save their lives.

In this distress, the wind still blowing very hard, one of
our men early in the morning cried out, “ Land!” and we
had no sooner run out of the cabin to look out, in hopes of
seeing whereabouts in the world we were, than the ship struck
upon & sand, and in & moment, her motion being thus stopped,
the sea broke over her in such a manner that we expected
we should all have perished immediately.
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It is not easy for anyone, who has not been in a similar
condition, to describe or conceive the consternation of men in
such circumstances. We fancied the ship would break in
pieces every minute, and some said she was actually broken
alveady.

In this distress, the mate of our vessel laid hold of the boat,
and with the help of the rest of the men they got her slung
over the ship’s side; and all getting into her, we let go, and
gommitted ourselves, being eleven in number, to God's mercy
and the wild sea.

And now our case was very dismal indeed, for we all saw
plainly that the sea went so high, that the boat could not
live, and that we should be inevitably drowned.

What the shore was, whether rock or sand, we knew not;
but as we made nearer and nearer the shore, the land looked
more frightful than-the sea.

After we had rowed, or rather driven, about a league and a
half as we reckoned it, a raging wave, mountain-like, came
rolling astern of us, and struck us with such a fury that it
overturned the boat at once; and separating us, as well from
the boat as from one another, swallowed us all up in a
moment.

Nothing can describe the confusion of thought which I felt
when I sank into the water; for though I swam very well, 1
could not deliver myself from the waves so as to draw breath,
till that wave having driven me, or rather carried me, a vast
way on towards the shore, and having spent itself, went back,
and left me upon the land almost dry, but half dead with the
water I took in. I had enough presence of mind, as well as
breath left, on seeing myself nearer the mainland than I ex-
pected, to get upon my feet, and endeavoured to make for the
land as fast as I could, before another wave should return and
take me up again. But I soon found it was impossible to
avoid it; for I saw the sea come after me as high as a great
hill, and as furious as an enemy, which I had no means or
strength to contend with. My business was to hold my
breath, and raise myself upon the water, if I could ; and so
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by swimming, to preserve my breathing, and pilot myself
towards the shore, if possible; my greatest concern now
being, that the sea, as it would carry me a great way towards
the shore when it came on, might not carry me back again
with it when it gave back towards the sea.

The wave that came upon me again buried me at once
twenty or thirty feet deep in its own body, and I could feel
myself carried with a mighty force and swiftness towards the
shore a very long way; but I held my breath, and tried
to swim still forward with all my might. I was ready to
burst with holding my breath, when, as I felt myself rising
up, to my immediate relief I found my head and hands
shoot out above the surface of the water; and though it was
not two seconds of time that I could keep myself so, yet it
relieved me greatly, gave me breath and new courage. I
was covered again with water a good while, but finding the
water had spent itself, and began to return, I struck forward
against the return of the waves, and felt ground again with
my feet. I stood still a few moments to recover breath,
and till the water went from me, and then took to my heels
and ran with what strength 1 had farther towards the
shore. But neither would this deliver me {rom the fury of
the sea, which came pouring in after me again, and twice
more I was lifted up by the waves and carried forward as
before, the shore being very flat.

The last time of these two had nearly been fatal to
me ; for the sea, having hurried me along as before, landed
me, or rather dashed me, against a piece of a rock, with such
force that it left me senseless, and indeed helpless, as to my
own deliverance; for the blow taking my side and breast, beat
the breath as it were quite out of my body ; and had it returned
again immediately, I must have been choked in the water.
But I recovered a little before the return of the waves, and
seeing I should be covered again with the water, I resolved to
hold fast by a piece of the rock, till the wave went back. Now
as the waves were not so high as at first, I kept hold till the
wave abated, and then made another run, which brought me
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so near the shore, that the next wave, though it went over
me did not swallow me up, and the next run I took I got to
the mainland, where, to my great comfort, I clambered up
the cliffs of the shore, and sat down upon the grass, free from
danger, and quite out of the reach of the water.

I was now safe on shore, and began to look up and thank
God that my life was saved in a case wherein some minutes
before there was scarcely any room to hope.

I walked about on the shore, reflecting upon all my com-
rades that were drowned, and that there should not be one
soul saved but myself; for I never saw them afterwards, or
any sign of them, except three of their hats, one cap, and two
shoes that were not fellows.

After a while I began to look round me to see what kind of
place I was in, and what was next to be done; I did not see
any prospect before me but that of perishing with hunger, or
being devoured by wild beasts. I had no weapon either to
hunt and kill any creature for my sustenance, or to defend
myself against any other creature that might desire to kill me
for theirs. In a word, I had nothing about me but a knife,
a tobacco-pipe, and a little tobacco in a box. Night coming
upon me, I began, with a heavy heart, to consider what would
be my lot if there were any ravenous beasts in that country,
seeing that at night they always come abroad for their prey.

The only remedy that occurred to me at the time was to
get up into & thick bushy tree like a fir, but thorny, which
grew near. There I resolved to sit all night, and consider
the next day what death I should die, for as yet I saw no
prospect of life. I walked about a furlong from the shore,
to see if I could find any fresh water to drink, which I did,
to my great joy; and having drunk, and put a little tobacco in
my mouth to prevent hunger, I went to the tree, and getting
up into it, endeavoured to place myself so that if I should
sleep I might not fall; and having cut a short stick, like a
truncheon, for my defence, I took up my lodging, and having
been excessively fatigued, I fell fast asleep, and slept as com-
fortably as, I believe, few could have done in my condition.
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Cuaaprer IV.
VISITS TO THE WRECK.

When I awoke it was broad day, the weather clear, and
the storm abated, so that the sea did not 1age and swell as
before. But that which surprised me most was, that the
ship had been lifted off in the night from the sand where she
lay, by the swelling of the tide, and was driven up almost as
far as the rock which I first mentioned, where I had been so
bruised.

When I came down from my apartment in the tree I
looked about me again, and the first thing I found was the
boat, which lay as the wind and the sea had tossed her up
upon the land, about two miles on my right hand. I walked
as far as I could upon the shore to have got to her, but found
a neck or inlet of water, which was about half a mile broad ;
so I came back for the present, being more intent upon getting
at the ship, where I hoped to find something for my present
subsistence.

A little after noon I found the sea very calm, and the tide
ebbed so far out that I could come within a quarter of a mile
of the ship; so [ pulled off my clothes, for the weather was
very hot, and plunged in the water. But when I came to the
ship, my difficulty was to know how to get on board; for as
she lay aground, and high out of the water, there was nothing
within my reach to lay hold of. I swam round her twice,
and the second time I spied a small piece of a rope, hanging
down by the fore-chains. With great ditliculty I got hold of
it, and by the help of that rope got up inte the forecastle of
the ship. Here I found that the ship was bulged, and had a
great deal of water in her hold, but that she lay so on the
gide of a bank of hard sand, or rather earth, that her stern lay
lifted up upon the bank, and her head low almost to the
water. By this means all her quarter was free, and all that
was in that part was dry; for you may be sure my first work
was to search and see what was spoiled and what was free.
And first I found that all the ship’s provisions were dry and
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untouched by the water; and being very well disposed to eat,
I went to the bread-room, and filled my pockets with biscuits,
and ate them as I went about other things, for I had no time
to lose. Now I wanted nothing but a boat, to furnish myself
with many things which I foresaw would be very necessary
to me.

It was in vain to sit still and wish for what was not to be
had, and this extremity roused my application. We had
several spare yards, and two or three large spars of wood,
and a spare top-mast or two in the ship. I fell to work with
these, and flung as many of them overboard as I could manage
for their weight, tying every one with a rope, that they might
not drift away. When this was done I went down the ship’s
side, and, pulling them to me, I tied four of them fast together
at both ends as well as I could, in the form of a raft; and
laying two or three short pieces of plank upon them cross-
ways, I found I could walk upon it very well, but that it was
not able to bear any great weight, the pieces being too
light. So I went to work, and with the carpenter’s saw I cut
a spare top-mast into three lengths, and added them to my
raft, with a great deal of labour and pains; but the hope of
furnishing myself with necessaries encouraged me to do more
than I could have done upon another occasion.

My raft was now strong enough to bear any reasonable
weight. I got three of the seamen’s chests, which I had
broken open, and emptied, and lowered them down upon my
raft. The first of these I filled with provisions, viz. bread,
rice, three Dutch cheeses, five pieces of dried goat’s flesh,
which we lived much upon, and a little remainder of Euro-
peancorn. There had been some barley and wheat together,
but, to my great disappointment, I found afterwards that the
rats had eaten or spoiled it all. As for liquors, I found sev-
eral cagses of bottles belonging to our skipper, in which were
some cordial waters. These I stowed by themselves, there
being no need to put them into the chest, nor any room for
them. While I was doing this, I found the tide began to
flow, though very calm, and I had the mortification of seeing
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my coat, shirt, and waistcoat, which I had left on shore upon
the sand, swim away; as for my breeches, which were only
linen, and open-kneed, I swam on board in them and my
stockings. However, this caused me to rummage for clothes,
of which I found enough, but took no more than I wanted for
present use; for I had other things which my eye was more
upon, as, first, tools to work with on shore; and it was after
long searching that I found out the carpenter’s chest, which
was indeed a very useful prize to me, and much more valu-
able than a shipload of gold would have been at that time.
I got it down to my raft, even whole as it was, without losing
time to look into it, for I knew in general what it contained.

My next care was for some ammunition and arms; there
were two very good fowling-pieces in the great cabin, and
two pistols; these I secured first, with some powder-horns,
and a small bag of shot, and two old rusty swords. I knew
there were three barrels of powder in the ship, but knew not
where our gunner had stowed them ; but with much search
I found them, two of them dry and good, which I got to my
raft with the arms. And now I thought myself pretty well
freighted, and began to think how I should get to shore
with them, having neither sail, oar, nor rudder; and the least
capful of wind would have upset all my navigation.

I had three encouragements. 1. A smooth, calm sea.
2. The tide rising and setting in to the shore. 3. What little
wind there was blew me towards the land. And thus, having
found two or three broken oars belonging to the boat, I put
to sea. For a mile or thereabouts my raft went very well,
only that I found it drift a little distance from the place
where I had landed before, by which I perceived that
there was some current of the water, and consequently I
hoped to find some creek or river theve, which I might make
use of as a port to get to land with my cargo.

It was as I imagined. There appeared before me a little
opening of the land, and I found a strong current of the tide
set into it; so I guided my raft as well as I could to keep in
the middle of the stream. I at length found myself in the
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And now I thought myself pretty well freighted.
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mouth of a little river, with land on both sides, and a strong
current or tide running up. I looked on both sides for a
proper place to get to shore, for I was not willing to be driven
too high up the river, hoping in time to see some ship at sea,
and therefore resolved to place myself as near the coast as I
could.

At length I spied a little cove on the right shore of the creek,
to which, with great difficulty, I guided my raft, and at last
landed her and all my cargo safe on shore.

My next work was to view the country and seek a proper
place for my habitation, and where to stow my goods to secure
them from whatever might happen. Where I was, I yet knew
not; whether on the continent, or on an island; whether in-
habited or not inhabited ; whether in danger of wild beasts or
not. There was a hill, not above a mile from me, which rose
up very steep and high, and which seemed to overtop some
other hills. I took out one of the fowling-pieces and one of
the pistols, and a horn of powder; and thusarmed, I travelled
for discovery up to the top of that hill, where I saw my fate,
viz. that I was in an island environed every way with the
sea, and no land was to be seen, except some rocks a long
way off, and two small islands about three leagues to the
west.

Coming back to my raft, I fell to work to bring my cargo
on shore, which took up the rest of that day; at night I
barricaded myself round with the chests and boards that I
had brought on shore, and made a kind of a hut for that
night’s lodging.

I now began to consider, that I might yet get a great many
things out of the ship, which would be useful to me, and
particularly some of the rigging and sails, and such other
things as might come to land; and I resolved to make
another voyage on board the vessel, if possible. And as I
knew that the first storm that blew must necessarily break
her all in pieces, 1 resolved to set everything else aside till I
got everything out of the ship that I could get.

I got on board the ship as before, and prepared a second



26 ENGLISH READING-BOOKS

raft, and brought away several things which were very useful
to me ; as, first, in the carpenter’s stores I found two or three
bags full of nails and spikes, a great screw-jack, a dozen or two
of hatchets, and above all, that most useful thing called a grind-
stone. All these I secured, together with several things be-
longing to the gunner, particularly two or three iron crowbars,
and two barrels of musket bullets, seven muskets, and another
fowling-piece, with some small quantity of powder more; a
large bag full of small-shot, and a greatroll of sheet lead ;
but this last was so heavy, I could not hoist it up to get it
over the ship’s side. With these things I loaded my second
raft, and brought them all safe on shore.

I then went to work to make a little tent with the sail and
some poles which I cut for that purpose. When I had done
this I blocked up the door of the tent with some boards
within, and an empty chest set up on end without; and
spreading one of the beds upon the ground, laying my two
pistols just at my head, and my gun at length by me, I went
to bed for the first time, and slept very quietly all night, for
I was very weary.

. I had the biggest magazine of all kinds now that ever was
laid up, I believe, for one man; but I was not satisfied yet,
for while the ship sat upright in that posture, I thought I
ought to get everything out of her that I could. So every
day at low water I went on board, and brought away some-
thing or other.

After I had made five or six such voyages as these, and
thought I had nothing more to expeot from the ship that was
worth meddling with, I found a great hogshead of bread, and
a box of sugar, and a barrel of fine flour. This was surpris-
ing to me, because I had given up expecting any more provi-
sions, except what was spoilt by the water. Isoon emptied the
hogshead of the bread, and wrapped it up parcel by parcel in
pieces of the sails, which I cut out; and I got it all safe on
shore.

I had now been thirteen days on shore, and had been
eleven times on board the ship; I had brought away all that
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one pair of hands could well be supposed capable of bringing,
though I really believe that, had the calm weather held, I should
have brought away the whole ship piece by piece. But as I
was preparing to go on board the twelfth time, I found the
wind begin to rise. However, at low water I went on board,
and though I thought I had rummaged the cabin so effectu-
ally that nothing more could be found, I discovered a locker
with drawers in it, in one of which I found two or three
razors, and one pair of large scissors, with some ten or a
dozen good knives and forks; in another, I found about
thirty-six pounds value in money, some European coin, some
Brazil, some pieces of eight, some gold, some silver.

I smiled to myself at the sight of this money. ‘O drugl”
said I aloud, ‘“ what art thou good for? Thou art not worth
to me, no, not the taking off the ground; one of those knives
is worth all this heap. I have no manner of use for thee;
even remain where thou art, and go to the bottom as a creature
whose life is not worth saving."” However, upon second
thoughts, I took it away; and wrapping it all in a piece of
canvas, I began to think of making another raft; but I found
the sky overcast, and the wind began to rise, and in a quarter
of an hour it blew a fresh gale from the shore. Accordingly
I let myself down into the water, and swam across the
channel.

It blew very hard all that night, and in the morning, when
I looked out, behold, no more ship was to be seen! I was a
little surprised, but consoled myself with this satisfactory re-
flection, viz. that I had lost no time, nor abated no diligence,
to get everything out of her that could be useful to me, and
that indeed there was little left in her that I was able to bring
away if I had had more time.

CoapTER V.
SETTLEMENT ON THE ISLAND.

I now gave up any more thoughts of the ship, or of any-

thing out of her, and was wholly employed in securing myself
11, 4
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against either savages, if any should appear, or wild beasts,
if any were in the island ; and I had many thoughts of the
method how to do this, and what kind of dwelling to make,
whether I should make a cave in the earth, or & tent upon
the earth; and, in short, I resolved upon both, the manner
and description of which it may not be improper to give an
account of.

I soon found that the place I was in was not suitable,
particularly because it was upon low ground near the sea,
and I believed would not be healthy ; and more particularly
because there was no fresh water near it. So I resolved to
find a more healthy and more convenient spot.

I consulted several things in my situation, which I found
would be proper for me. First, health and fresh water.
Secondly, shelter from the heat of the sun. Thirdly, security
from ravenous oreatures, whether men or beasts. Fourthly,
a view to the sea, that if God sent any ship in sight I might
not lose any chance of deliverance, of which I was not yet
willing to banish all expectation.

Whilst in search of a suitable place, I found a little
plain on the side of a rising hill, whose front towards this
little plain was steep as a house-side, so that nothing could
come down upon me from the top; on the side of this rock
there was a hollow place, worn a little way in, like the entrance
or door of a cave; but there was not really any cave, or way
into the rock at all.

On the level ground, just before this hollow place, I re-
solved to pitch my tent. The plain was not above a hundred
yards broad, and about twice as long, and lay like a green
before my door, and at the end of it descended irregularly
every way down into the low grounds by the seaside. It
was on the N.N.W. gide of the hill, so that I was sheltered
from the heat every day, till it came to a W. and by S. sun,
or thereabouts, which in those countries is near the setting.

Before I set up my tent, I drew a half-circle before the
hollow place, which took in about ten yards in its semi-
diameter from the rock, and twenty yards in its diameter



ADVENTURES OF ROBINSON CRUSOE 29

from its beginning and ending. In this half-circle I pitched
two rows of strong stakes, driving them into the ground till
they stood very firm like piles, the biggest end being out of
the ground about five feet and a half, and sharpened on the
top. The two rows did not stand above six inches from one
another.

Then I took some pieces of cable which I had taken from
the ship, and laid them in rows one upon another, within the
circle, between these two rows of stakes, up to the top, plac-
ing other stakes in the inside leaning against them, about two
feet and a half high, like a spur toa post; and thisfence was so
strong, that neither man nor beast could get into it or over it.

The entrance into this place I made to be not by a door,
but by a short ladder to go over the top; which ladder, when
I was in, I lifted over after me, and so I was completely
fenced in, and fortified, as I thought, from all the world, and
consequently slept secure in the night, which otherwise I could
not have done; thoughas it appeared afterward, there was no
need of all this caution from the enemies that I apprehended
danger from.

Into this fence or fortress, with infinite labour, I carried all
my riches, all my provisions, ammunition, and stores, of which
you have the account above; and I made a large tent, which,
to preserve me from the rains that in one part of the year
are very violent there, I made double, viz. one smaller tent
within, and one larger tent above it, and covered the upper-
most with a large tarpaulin, which I had saved among the
sails. And now I lay no more for a while in the bed which
I had brought on shore, but in a hammock, which was
indeed a very good one, and belonged to the mate of the
ship.

When I had done this, I began to work my way into the
rock; and bringing all the earth and stones that I dug down
out through my tent, I laid them up within my fence in the
nature of & terrace, so that it raised the ground within about
a foot and a half ; and thus I made a cave just behind my

tent, which served me like a cellar to my house.
4 *
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It cost me much labour, and time, before all these things
were brought to perfection, and therefore I must go back to
some other things which took up some of my thoughts. At
the same time it happened, after I had laid my scheme for
setting up my tent, and making the cave, that a storm of rain
falling from a thick dark cloud, a sudden flash of lightning
happened, and after that a great clap of thunder. I was not
so much surprised with the lightning as I was with a thought
which darted into my mind as swift as the lightning itself.
Oh, my powder! My very. heart sunk within me when I
thought, that at one blast all my powder might be destroyed,
on which, not my defence only, but the provision of food, as
I thought, entirely depended. I was not nearly so anxious
about my own danger; though, had the powder taken fire, I
should have never known who had hurt me.

Such an impression did this make upon me, that after the
storm was over I laid aside all my works, my building, and
fortifying, and applied myself to make bags and boxes to
geparate the powder, and keep it in small parcels in the hope
that come what might it might not all take fire at once. I
finished this work in about a fortnight, and I think my
powder, which in all was about 240 pounds weight, was
divided into not less than a hundred parcels. As to the
barrel that had been wet, I did not apprehend any danger
from that, so I placed it in my new cave, which in my fancy
I called my kitchen, and the rest I hid up and down in holes
among the rocks, so that no wet might come to it, marking
very carefully where I laid it.

In the interval of time while this was doing, I went out
once, at least, every day with my gun, as well to amuse my-
self, as to see if I could kill anything fit for food, and as far
as I could to acquaint myself with what the island produced.
The first time I went out, I discovered that there were goats
in the island, which was a great satisfaction to me; but they
were 8o shy, so subtle, and so swift of foot, that it was the
most difficult thing in the world to come near them. But I
was not discouraged at this, not doubting but I might now
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and then shoot one, as it soon happened ; for after I had found
their haunts a little, I laid wait in this manner for them. I
observed that if they saw me in the valleys, though they were
upon the rocks, they would run away as in a terrible fright;
but if they were feeding in the valleys, and I was upon the
rocks, they took no notice of me, from whence I concluded that,
by the position of their eyes, their sight was so directed down-
ward, that they did not readily see objects above them. So
afterwards I always climbed the rocks first to get above them,
and then had frequently a fair mark. With the first shot [
fired among these creatures I killed a she-goat, which had a
little kid by her, which she gave suck to, which grieved me
heartily; but when the old one fell, the kid stood stock-still
by her till I came and took her up; and not only so, but
when I carried the old one with me upon my shoulders, the
kid followed me quite to my enclosure; upon which I laid
down the dam, and took the kid in my arms, and carried it
over my pale, hoping to tame it; but it would not eat, so I
wasg forced to kill it, and eat it myself. These two supplied
me with flesh a long while, for I ate sparingly, and saved my
provisions, my bread especially, as much as I possibly could.

After I had been there about ten or twelve days, it came
into my thoughts that I should lose my reckoning of time for
want of books and pen and ink, and should even forget the
Sabbath days from the working days; but to prevent this, I
cut with my knife in capital letters, upon a large post, which
I set up on the shore where I first landed, “I came on
shore here on 30 September, 1659 . Upon the sides of this
square post I out every day a notch with my knife, and every
seventh notch was as long again as the rest, and every first day
of the month as long again as that long one; and thus I kept
my calendar, of weekly, monthly, and yearly reckoning of time.

Among the many things which I brought out of the ship, I
got several things of less value, but not less useful to me,
which I omitted setting down before ; as in particular, pens,
ink, and paper, several parcels in the captain’s, mate’s,
gunner’s, and carpenter’s keeping, three or four compasses,
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some mathematical instruments, dials, perspectives, charts,
and books of navigation, all which I huddled together,
whether I might want them or no. Also I found three very
good Bibles, and several other books, which I had packed up
among my things. And I must not forget, that we had in the
ship a dog and two cats. I carried both the cats with me;
and as for the dog, he jumped out of the ship of himself, and
swam on shore to me the day after I went on shore with my
first cargo, and was a trusty servant to me for many years.
I wanted nothing that he could fetch me, nor any company
that he could afford me; I only wanted to have him talk to
me, but that he would not do. As I observed before, I found
pen, ink, and paper, and I husbanded them to the utmost;
and I shall show that while my ink lasted, T kept things very
exact; but after that was gone, I could not, for I could not
make any ink by any means that I could devise.

And this put me in mind that I wanted many things, not-
withstanding all that I had amassed together; and of these,
ink was one, as also spade, pickaze, and shovel, to dig or re-
move the earth, needles, pins, and threads; as for linen, I
soon learned to do without it.

This want of tools made every work I did go on slowly;
and it was nearly a whole year before I had entirely finished
my little pale or surrounded my habitation.

I have already observed how I brought all my goods into
this pale, and into the cave which I had made behind me.
But I must observe, too, that at first this was a confused
heap of goods, which lay in no order, and took up much room.
So I set myself to enlarge my cave and work farther into the
earth; for it was a loose sandy rock, which yielded easily to
the labour I bestowed on it. And so, when I found I was
pretty safe from beasts of prey, I worked sideways to the
right hand into the rock ; and then, turning to the right again,
worked quite out, and made a door to come out on the outside
of my pale or fortification. This gave me not only egress and
regress, as it were a backway to my tent and to my store-
house, but gave me room to stow my goods.
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And now I began to apply myself to make such necessary
things as I found I most wanted, as particularly a chair and
a table; for without these I was not able to enjoy the few
comforts I had in the world. I could not write or eat, or do
several things with so much pleasure without a table.

I began to apply myself to make necessary things.

I had never handled a tool in my life; and yet in time, by
labour, application, and contrivance, I found at last that I
wanted nothing which I could not have made, especially if I
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had had tools. However, I made abundance of things even
without tools, and some with no more tools than an adze and
a hatchet. For example, if I wanted a board, I had no other
way but to cut down a tree, set it on edge before me, and hew
it flat on either side with my axe, till I had made it as thin as
a plank, and then smooth it with my adze. It is true, by
this method I could make but one board out of a whole tree;
but for this I had no remedy but patience, any more than I
had for the prodigious amount of time and labour which it
took me to make a plank or board. But my time or labour
was little worth, and so it was as well employed one way as
another.

However, I made a table and a chair, in the first place, and
this I did out of the short pieces of boards that I brought on
my raft from the ship But when I had wrought out some
boards, as above, I made large shelves of the breadth of a foot
and a half, one over another, all along one side of my cave,
to lay all my tools, nails, and ironwork ; and, in a word, to
separate everything in their places, that I might come easily
at them. I knocked pieces of wood into the wall of the rock
to hang my guns and all things that would hang up; so that
had my cave been on view, it looked like a general magazine of
all necessary things; and I had everything so ready at my hand,
that it was a great pleasure to me to see all my goods in such
order, and especially to find my stock of all necessaries so

great.
CrApPTER VI.
HIS JOURNAL. ROBINSON FALLS ILL.

Having settled my household stuff and habitation, made a
table and a chair, and all as handsome about me as I could, I
began to keep my journal as long as my ink lasted.

Eziracts from the Journal.

Nov. 4.—This morning I began to order my times of work,
of going out with my gun, time of sleep, and time of diversion,
viz. every morning I walked out with my gun for two or three
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hours if it did not rain; then employed myself to work till
about eleven o’clock; then ate what I had to live on; and
from twelve to two I lay down to sleep, the weather being
excessively hot ; and then in the evening to work again. The
working part of this day and of the next were wholly employed
in making my table; for I was yet but a very sorry workman,
though time and necessity made me a complete natural
mechanic soon after, as I believe it would do anyone else.

Nov. 6.—After my morning walk I went to work with my
table again, and finished i, though not to my liking; nor was
it long before I learned to mend it.

Nov. 23.—During all this time I worked to make my room
or cave spacious enough to serve as a warehouse or magazine,
a kitchen, a dining-room, and a cellar; as for my lodging, I
kept to the tent, except that sometimes in the wet season of
the year it rained so hard, that I could not keep myself dry,
which caused me afterwards to cover all my place within my
pale with long poles, in the form of rafters, leaning against
the rock, and load them with rushes and large leaves of trees,
like a thatch.

Dec. 10.—1I began now to think my cave or vault finished,
when suddenly (it seems I had made it too large) a great
quantity of earth fell down from the top and one side, so
much that, in short, it frightened me, and not without reason
too; for if T had been under it, I should never have wanted
a gravedigger. Upon this disaster I had a great deal of
work to do over again; for I had the loose earth to carry
out ; and, which was of more importance, I had the ceiling to
prop up, so that I might be sure no more would come down.

Dec. 17.—From this day to the 20th I placed shelves,
and knocked up nails on the posts to hang everything up that
could be bhung up; and now I began to be in some order
within doors.

Dec. 24.—Much rain all night and all day ; no stirring out.

Dec. 25.—Rain all day.

Dec. 27.— Killed a young goat, and lamed another, so that
I caught it, and led it home in a string. When I had it home,
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I bound and splintered up its leg, which was broke. N.B.—I
took such care of it, that it lived, and the leg grew well and
as strong as ever ; but by my nursing it so long it grew tane,
and fed upon the little green at my door, and would not go
away. This was the first time that I entertained a thought
of breeding up some tame creatures, that I might have food
when my powder and shot was all spent.

Dec. 28, 29, 30.—Great heat and no breeze, so that there
was no stirring abroad, except in the evening, for food. This
time I spent in putting all my things in order within doors.

And now in the managing of my household affairs I found
myself wanting in many things, which I thought at first it
was impossible for me to make.

I was at a great loss for candles ; so that as soon as ever it
was dark, which was generally by seven o’clock, I was obliged
to go to bed. The only remedy I had was, that when I had
killed a goat I saved the tallow, and with a little dish made
of clay, which I baked in the sun, to which I added a wick of
some oakum, I made a lamp ; and this gave me light, though
not & clear steady light like a candle.

In the middle of all my labours it happened, that rummag-
ing among my things, I found a little bag, which, as I hinted
before, had been filled with corn for the feeding of poultry.
‘What little remainder of corn had been in the bag was all
devoured by the rats, and I saw nothing in the bag but husks
and dust; and wishing to have the bag for some other use, I
shook the husks of corn out of it on one side of my fortifica-
tion, under the rock. It was a little before the great rains,
just now mentioned, that I threw this stuff away, taking no
notice of anything, and not so much as remembering that I
had thrown anything there; when, about & month after, or
thereabout, I saw some few stalks of something green shoot-
ing out of the ground, which I fancied might be some plant
I had not seen; but I was surprised, and perfectly astonished,
when, after a little longer time, I saw about ten or twelve
ears come out, which were perfect green barley of the same
kind as our European, nay, as our English barley.
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I carefully saved the ears of this corn, you may be sure. in
their season, which was about the end of June; and laying
up every grain of corn, I resolved to sow them all again, hoping
in time to have some quantity sufficient to supply me with
bread. But it was not till the fourth year that I could allow
myself the least grain of this corn to eat, and even then but
sparingly ; for I lost all that I sowed the first season, by not
observing the proper time ; for I sowed it just before the dry
season, 80 that it never came up at all, at least not as it would
have done.

Besides this barley, there were also twenty or thirty stalks
of rice, which I preserved with the same care. But to return
to my journal.

I worked excessively hard these three or four months to
get my wall done ; and the 14th of April I closed it up, contriv-
ing to go into it, not by a door, but over the wall by a ladder,
that there might be no sign on the outside of my habitation.

April 16.—The very next day after this wall was finished, I
almost had all my labour overthrown at once, and myself killed.
The case was thus: As I was busy in the inside, behind my
tent, just in the entrance into my cave, all of a sudden I found
the earth come crumbling down from the roof of my cave,
and from-the edge of the hill over my head, and two of the
posts I had set up in the cave cracked in a frightful manner.
I was heartily scared, but thought nothing of the real cause,
only thinking that the top of my cave was falling in, as some
of it had done before; and for fear I should be buried in it, I
ran forward to my ladder ; and got over my wall for fear of
the pieces of the hill which I expected might roll down upon
me. I had no sooner stepped down upon the firm ground,
when I plainly saw it was a terrible earthquake; for the
ground I stood on shook three times at about eight minutes’
interval, with three such shocks, as would have overturned
the strongest building that could be supposed to have stood
on the earth; and a great piece of the top of a rock, which
stood about half a mile from me next the sea, fell down with
such o terrible noise as I never heard in all my life. I per-
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ceived also the very sea was put into violent motion by it;
and I believe the shocks were stronger under the water than
on the island.

After the third shock was over, and I felt no more for some
time, I began to take courage; and yet I had not heart enough
to go over my wall again, for fear of being buried alive, but
sat still upon the ground, greatly cast down and disconsolate,
not kr owing what to do.

While I sat thus, I found the air overcast, and grow cloudy,
as if it would rain. Soon after that the wind rose by little
and little, so that in less than half an hour it blew a most
dreadful hurricane. The sea was suddenly covered over with
foam and froth; the shore was covered with the breakers;
the trees were torn up by the roots. It was indeed a terrible
storm, and lasted about three hours, and then began to abate ;
and in two hours more it was quite calm, and began to rain
very hard.

I was forced to go into my cave, though very much afraid
and uneasy, for fear it should fall on my head.

This violent rain forced me to a new work, viz. to cut a
hole through my new fortification, like a sink, to let the water
go out, which would else have drowned my cave.

It continued raining all that night and a great part of the
next day, so that I could not stir abroad ; but my mind being
more composed, I began to think of what I had best do, con-
cluding that if the island was subject to these earthquakes,
there would be no living for me in a cave, but I must build
some little hut in an open place, which I might surround with
a wall, as I had done here, and so make myself secure from
wild beasts or men.

I spent the next two days, being the 19th and 20th of April,
in contriving where and how to remove my habitation.

It occurred to me that it would require a vast deal of time
for me to do this, and that I must be contented to run the
risk where I was, till I had formed a camp for myself, and had
secured it so as to remove to it. This was the 21st.

April 22.—The next morning I began to consider the means
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to put this resolve in execution ; but I was at a great loss about
my tools. I had three large axes, and abundance of hatchets,
but with much chopping and cutting of knotty hard wood,
they were all full of notches and dull; and though I had a
grindstone, I could not turn it and grind my tools too. This
cost me as much thought as a statesman would have be-
stowed upon a grand point of politics, or a judge upon the
life and death of & man. At length I contrived a wheel with
a string, to turn it with my foot, that I might have both my
hands at liberty.

June 18.—Rained all day, and I stayed within. I thought
at this time the rain felt cold, and I was.somewhat chilly,
which I knew was not usual in that latitude.

June 19.—Very ill, and shivering, as if the weather had
been cold.

June 20.—No rest all night ; violent pains in my head, and
feverish.

June 22.—A little better, but under dreadful apprehensions
of sickness.

June 23.—Very bad again ; cold and shivering, and then a
violent headache.

June 24.—Much better.

June 25.—An ague very violent; the fit held me seven
hours ; cold fit, and hot with faint sweats after it.

June 26.—Better ; and having no food to eat, took my gun,
but found myself very weak. However, I killed a she-goat,
and with much difficulty got it home, and broiled some of it,
and ate. I would fain have stewed it, and made some broth,
but had no pot.

June 27.—The ague again so violent that I lay in bed all
day and neither ate nor drank. I was ready to perish for
thirst ; but so weak, I had not strength to stand up, or to get
myself any water to drink.

June 28.—Having been somewhat refreshed with some
sleep I had had, and the fit being entirely off, T got up; yet I
considered that the fit of the ague would return again the
next day, and now was my time to get something to refresh
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and support myself when I should be ill. And the first thing
I did was to fill a large square case-bottle with water, and
set it upon my table, in reach of my bed. I walked about,
but was very weak, and withal very sad and heavy-hearted,
dreading the return of my illness the next day. It grew now
late, and I felt inclined to sleep. When I awoke I found my-
self exceedingly refreshed, and my spirits lively and cheerful.
As my health and strength returned, I bestirred myself to
furnish myself with everything that I wanted, and make my
way of living as regular as I could.

CuapTer VII.
EXPLORATION OF THE ISLAND.

I had been now in this unhappy island above ten months, and
all possibility of deliverance from this condition seemed to be
entirely taken from me ; and I firmly believed that no human
shape had ever set foot upon that place. Having now secured
my habitation, as I thought, fully to my mind, I had a great
desire to gain a more perfect knowledge of the island, and to
see what other productions I might find.

I went up the creek and found, after I came about two miles
up, that the tide did not flow any higher, and that it was no
more than a little brook of running water, and very fresh and
good.

On the banks of this brook I found many pleasant meadows,
plain, smooth, and covered with grass; and on the rising
parts of them, next to the higher grounds, where the water,
as might be supposed, never overflowed, I found a great deal
of tobacco, green, and growing to a great and very strong
stalk. There were other plants, which I did not know. But
I saw several sugar-canes, but wild, and, for want of culti-
vation, imperfect.

The next day I went up the same way again; and
after going farther than I had gone the day before, I
found the brook and the meadows began to cease, and the
country became more woody than before. In this part I
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found different fruits, and particularly melons upon the ground
in great abundance, and grapes upon the trees. The vines
had spread indeed over the trees, and the clusters of grapes
were just now in their prime, very ripe and rich. I found
an excellent use for these grapes; and that was, to cure or
dry them in the sun, and keep them as dried grapes or raisins
are kept.

In the night I used my first contrivance, and got up
into a tree, where I slept well; and the next morning pro-
ceeded upon my way.

At the end of about four miles I came to an opening, where
the country seemed to descend to the west; and a little spring
of fresh water, which issued out of the side of the hill by me,
ran the other way, that is, due east; and the country appeared
so fresh, so green, so flourishing, that it looked like a planted
garden.

I descended a little on the side of that delicious vale,
surveying it with a secret kind of pleasure, though mixed
with my other afflicting thoughts, to think that this was all
my own ; that I was king and lord of all this country inde-
feasibly, and had a right of possession. I saw here abundance
of coco-trees, orange- and lemon- and citron-trees; but all
wild, and very few bearing any fruit, at least not then.
However, the green limes that I gathered were not only
pleasant to eat, but very wholesome; and I mixed their juice
afterwards with water, which made it very wholesome, and
very cool and refreshing.

I found now I had business enough to gather and carry
home; and I resolved to lay up a store, as well of grapes as
limes and lemons to furnish myself for the wet season, which
I knew was approaching.

In order to do this, I gathered a great heap of grapesin one
place, and a lesser heap in another place, and a great quantity
of limes and lemons in another place; and, taking a few of
each with me, I travelled homeward.

Having spent three days in this journey, I came home (for
8o I must now call my tent and my cave).
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The next day I went back, having made two small bags to
bring home my harvest; but I was surprised, when, coming
to my heap of grapes, which were so rich and fine when I
gathered them, I found them all spread about, trod to pieces,
and dragged about, some here, some there, and abundance
eaten and devoured. By this I concluded there were some
wild oreatures thereabouts, which had done this; but what
they were, I knew not.

So I gathered a large quantity of the grapes, and hung them
up upon the out-branches of the trees, that they might cure
and dry in the sun ; and as for the limes and lemons, I carried
as many back as I could well stand under. :

I spent much time in this valley, and I built a little kind
of a bower, and surrounded it at a distance with a strong
fence, being a double hedge as high as I could reach, well
staked, and filled between with brushwood. And here I lay
very secure, sometimes two or three nights together, always
going over it with a ladder, as before; so that I fancied now
I had my country house and my sea-coast house.

I had but newly finished my fence, and began to enjoy my
labour, when the rains came on, and made me stick close to
my first habitation.

From 14 to 26 August it rained incessantly, so that I could
not stir, and was now very careful not to get much wet. In
this confinement, I began to be straitened for food ; but ven-
turing out twice, I one day killed a goat, and the last day,
which was the 26th, found a very large turtle, which was a
treat to me, and my food was regulated thus: I ate a bunch
of raisins for my breakfast, a piece of the goat’s flesh, or of the
turtle, for my dinner, broiled ; for, to my great misfortune, I had
no vessel to boil or stew anything; and two or three of the
turtles eggs for my supper. )

Sept. 30.—I was now come to the unhappy anniversary of
my landing. I cast up the notches on my post, and found I
had been on shore 365 days.

The rainy season and the dry season began now to appear
regular to me, and I learned to divide them so as to provide
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for them accordingly ; but I bought all my experience before
I had it, and this I am going to relate was one of the most
discouraging experiments that I made at all I have men-
tioned that [ had saved the few ears of barley and rice, which
I had so surprisingly found spring up, as I thought, of them-
selves, and believe there were about thirty stalks of rice, and
about twenty of barley ; and now I thought it a proper time
to sow it after the rains, the sun being in its southern position.

Aoccordingly I dug up a piece of ground as well as I could
with my wooden spade, and dividing it into two parts, I
sowed my grain; but as 1 was sowing, it casually occurred to
my thoughts that I would not sow it all at first, because [ did
not know when was the proper time for it, so I sowed about
two-thirds of the seed, leaving about a handful of each.

It was a great comfort to me afterwards that I did so, for
not one grain of that which I sowed this time came to any-
thing, for, the dry months following, it had no moisture to
agsist its growth, and never came up at all till the wet season
had come again, and then it grew as if it had been but newly
sown.

Finding my first seed did not grow, which I easily imagined
was owing to the drought, I sought for a moister piece of
ground to make another trial in, and I dug up a piece of
ground near my new hower, and sowed the rest of my seed
in February, a little before the vernal equinox. And this
having the rainy months of March and April to water it,
sprung up very pleasantly, and yielded a very good crop.
By this experiment I knew exactly when the proper season
was to sow, and that I might expect two seed-times and two
harvests every year.

While this corn was growing, I made a little discovery,
which was of use to me afterwards. As soon as the rains
were over, and the weather began to settle, which was about
the month of November, I made a visit up the country to
my bower, where I found all things just as I left them. The
circle or double hedge that I had made was not only firm and

entire, but the stakes which I had cut out of some trees that
11 A
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grew thereabouts had all sprouted, and were grown with long
branches. I pruned them, and led them up to grow as much
alike as I could And it is scarcely oredible how beautiful a
figure they grew into in three years; so that though the
hedge made a circle of about twenty-five yards in diameter,
yet the trees, for such I might now call them, soon covered it,
and it was a complete shade, sufficient tolodge under all the
dry season.

This made me resolve to cut some more stakes, and make
a hedge like this, in a semicircle, round my wall (I mean
that of my first dwelling), which I did; and placing the

rees or stakes in a double row, at about eight yards’ distance

from my first fence, they grew presently, and were at first
a fine cover to my habitation, and afterwards served for a
defence also.

I found now that the seasons of the year might generally
be divided, not into summer dnd winter, as in Europe, but
into the rainy seasons and the dry seasons. After I had
found by experience the ill consequence of being abroad in the
rain, I took care to furnish myself with provisions beforehand,
that I might not be obliged to go out; and I sat within doors
as much as possible during the wet months.

In this time I found much employment, and particularly I
tried many ways of making a basket. It proved of much ad-
vantage to me now, that when I was a boy I used to take a great
delight in standing at a basket-maker’s in the town where my
father lived, to see them make their wicker-ware; and being,
a8 boys usually are, very officious to help, and a great ob-
server of the manner how they worked those things, I had
by this means full knowledge of the methods of it, so that I
wanted nothing but the materials. It came into my mind
that the twigs of that tree from which I cut my stakes that
grew might possibly be as tough as the willows and osiers in
England, and I resolved to try.

Acocordingly, the next day I went to my country house, as
I called it; and cutting some of the smaller twigs, I found
them answer my purpose as much as I could desire; where-
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upon I came the next time prepared with a hatchet to cut
down a quantity. These I set up to dry within my circle
or hedge, and when they were fit for use, I carried them to
my cave; and here during the next season I employed my-
gelf in making, as well as I could, a great many baskets,
both to carry earth, or to carry or lay up anything. And
though I did not finish them very handsomely, yet I made
them sufficiently serviceable for my purpose.

I mentioned before that I had a great mind to see the
whole island, and that I had travelled up the brook, and so
on to where I built my bower. I now resolved to travel right
across to the seashore on that side. When I had passed the
vale where my bower stood, I came within view of the sea to
the west ; and it being a very clear day, I fairly descried land
about fifteen or twenty leagues off.

I saw abundance of parrots, and I would fain have caught
one, if possible, to have kept it to be tame, and taught it to
speak to me. I did, after taking some pains, catch a young
parrot, for I knocked it down with a stick, and having re-
covered it, I brought it home ; but it was some years before I
could make him speak. However, at last I taught him to
call me by my name very familiarly.

As soon as I came to the seashore, I was surprised to see
that I had taken up my lot on the worst side of the island,
for here indeed the shore was covered with innumerable
turtles; whereas, on the other side, I had found but three in
a year and a half. Here was also an infinite number of fowls
of many kinds, some which I had seen, and some which I
had not seen before, and many of them very good meat,
but such as I knew not the names of, except those called
penguins.

I confess this side of the country was much pleasanter than
mine; but yet I had not the least inclination to remove, for as
I was fixed in my habitation, it became natural to me, and
I seemed all the while I was here to be as it were upon a
journey, and from home. However, I travelled along the
shore of the sea towards the *east, I suppose about twelve
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miles, and then setting up a great pole upon the shore for a
mark, I concluded I would go home again.

In this journey my dog surprised a young kid, and seized
upon it, and running in to take hold of it I caught it, and
saved it alive from the dog. I had & great mind to bring it
home if T could, for I had often been musing whether it might
not be possible to get a kid or two, and so raise a breed of
tame goats, which might supply me when my powder and
shot should be all spent.

I made a collar to this little creature, and with a string,
which I made of some rope-yarn, which I always carried
about me, I led him along, though with some difliculty, till I
came to my bower, and there I enclosed him and left him,
for I was very impatient to be at home, from whence I had
been absent more than a month, and I cannot express what a
satisfaction it was to me to come into my old hutch, and lie
down in my hammock-bed.

I stayed here a week, to rest and regale myself after my
long journey ; during which most of the time was taken up in
the weighty affair of making a cage for my Poll, who began
now to be a mere domestic, and to be mighty well acquainted
with me. Then I began to think of the poor kid which I had
penned in within my little circle, and resolved to goand fetch
it home, or give it some food. Accordingly I went, and found
it where I left it, for indeed it could not get out, but almost
starved for want of food. Having fed it, I tied it as I did
before, to lead itaway; but it was so tame with being hungry,
that I had no need to have tied it, for it followed me like a
dog. And as I continually fed it, the creature became so
loving, so gentle, and so fond, that it became from that time
one of my domestics also, and would never leave me after-
wards.

Craprer VIIL

F ARMING AND POTTERY.

1 was now, in the months of November and December, ex-
pecting my crop of barley and rice. The ground I had
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manured or dug up for them was not great; for as I observed
my seed of each was not above the quantity of half a peck;
for I had lost one whole crop by sowing in the dry season.
But now my crop promised very well, when suddenly I found
I was in danger of losing it all again by enemies of several
sorts, which it was scarcely possible to keep from it; as, first,
the goats and wild creatures which I called hares, who, tast-
ing the sweetness of the blade, lay in it night and day, as
soon as it came up, and ate it so close, that it could get no
time to shoot up into stalk.

I saw no remedy for this but by making an enclosure about
it with a hedge, which I did with a great deal of toil, and the
more, because it required speed. However, as my arable land
was but small, and suited to my crop, I got it totally well fenced
in about three weeks’ time, and shooting some of the creatures
in the daytime, I set my dog to guard it in the night, tying
him up to & stake at the gate, where he would stand and bark
all night long; soin a little time the enemies forsook the place,
and the corn grew very strong and well, and began to ripen
apace, and about the latter end of December, which was our
second harvest of the year, I reaped my crop.

I was sadly put to it for a seythe or a sickle to cut it down,
and all I could do was to make one as well as I could out of
one of the broadswords, or cutlasses, which I saved among
the arms out of the ship. However, as my first crop was but
small, I had no great difficulty in cutting it down. I cus
nothing off but the ears, and carried it away in a great basket
which I had made, and so rubbed it out with my hands; and
at the end of all my harvesting, I found that out of my half-peck
of seed I had nearly two bushels of rice, and above two bushels
and a half of barley.

This was & great encouragement to me. And yet here I was
perplexed again, for I neither knew how to grind or make
meal of my corn ; nor, if made into meal, how to make bread
of it. These things being added to my desire of having a
good quantity for store, I resolved not to taste any of this
orop, but to preserve it all for seed against the next season, and,
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in the meantime, to employ all my study and hours of working
to accomplish this great work of providing myself with corn
and bread.

Within doors, that is, when it rained, and I could not go
out, I diverted myself with talking to my parrot, and teaching
him to speak, and I quickly taught him to know his own name,
and at last to speak it out pretty loud, «“ Poll,” which was the
first word I ever heard spoken in the island by any mouth
but my own. I had long studied, by some means or other,
to make myself some earthen vessels, which indeed I wanted
sorely, but knew not how to come at them.

It would make the reader pity me, or rather laugh at me,
to tell what odd, misshapen, ugly things I made; how many
of them fell in, and how many fell out, the clay not being stiff
enough to bear its own weight; how many cracked by he
over-violent heat of the sun, being set out too hastily; and
how many fell in pieces merely with moving, as well before
as after they were dried; and, in a word, how, after having
laboured hard to find the clay, to dig it, to temper it, to bring
it home, and work it, I could not make above two large earthen
ugly things (I cannot call them jars) in about two months’
labour.

Though I miscarried so much in my design for large pots,
I made several smaller things with better success; such as
little round pots, flat dishes, and pitohers, and any things my
hand turned to; and the heat of the sun baked them very
hard. But all this would not answer my end, which was to
get an earthen pot to hold what was liquid, and bear the fire,
which none of these could do. It happened some time after,
when I went to put the fire out after I had done with it,
I found a broken piece of one of my earthenware vessels in
the fire, burnt as hard as a stone, and red as a tile. I was
agreeably surprised to see it, and said to myself, that certainly
they might be made to burn whole, if they would burn
broken.

This set me to studying how to order my fire, so as to make
it burn me some pots. I had no notion of & kiln, such as the
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potters burn in, or of glazing them with lead, though I had
some lead to do it with; but I placed three large pipkins, and
two or three pots in a pile, one upon another, and placed my
firewood all round it, with a great heap of embers under them.
I plied the fire with fresh fuel round the outside, and upon
the top, till I saw the pots in the inside red-hot quite through,
and observed that they did not crack at all. When I saw
them clear red, I let them stand in that heat about five or six
hours, till I found one of them, though it did not crack, melt
or run, for the sand which was mixed with the clay melted by
the violence of the heat, and would have run into glass, if I
had gone on, so I slacked my fire gradually till the pots began
to lose the red colour; and watching them all night, that I
might not let the fire cool too fast, in the morning I had three
very good, I will not say handsome, pipkins, and two other
earthen pots, as hard burnt as could be desired, and one of
them perfectly glazed with the running of the sand. After
this experiment, I need not say that I wanted no sort of
earthenware for my use.

No joy at a thing of so mean a nature was ever equal to
mine, when I found I had made an earthen pot that would
bear the fire ; and I had hardly patience to stay till they wera
cold, before I set one upon the fire again, with some water in
it, to boil me some meat, which it did admirably well.

My next concern was to get a stone mortar to stamp or
beat some corn in. But after a great deal of time lost in
searching for a stone I gave it up, and resolved to look out for
a great block of hard wood, which I found much easier; and
getting one as big as I had strength to stir, I rounded it, and
formed it on the outside with my axe and hatchet, and then,
with the help of fire, and infinite labour, made a hollow place
in it, as the Indians in Brazil make their canoes. After this,
I made a great heavy pestle, or beater, of the wood called the
jiron-wood ; and this I prepared and laid by against my next
orop of corn, when 1 proposed to myself to grind, or rather
pound, my corn into meal, to make my bread.

My next difficulty was to make a sieve to dress my meal,
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and to part it from the bran and the husk, without which I did
not see the possibility of having any bread. And here I was
at a full stop for many months, nor did I really know what
to do. But at last I remembered I had, among the seamen’s
clothes which were saved out of the ship, some neckeloths of
calico or muslin; and with some pieces of these I made three
small sieves, but suitable enough for the work; and thus I
made shift for some years.

The baking was the next thing to be considered, and how
I should make bread when I came to have corn. At length I
found out an experiment for that also, which was this: I made
some earthen vessels very broad, but not deep ; these I burned
in the fire, as I had done the other, and laid them by; and
when I wanted to bake, I made a great fire upon my hearth,
which I had paved with some square tiles of my own making
and burning.

When the firewood was burned pretty much into embers,
or live coals, I drew them forward upon this hearth, so as to
cover it all over, and there I let them lie till the hearth was
very hot; then sweeping away all the embers, I set down my
loaf, or loaves, and pressing down the earthen pot upon them,
drew the embers all round the outside of the pot, to keep in
and add to the heat. And thus, as well as in the best oven
in the world, I baked my barley-loaves, and became, in a little
time, a pastry-cook into the bargain ; for I made myself several
cakes of the rice, and puddings.

CuAPTER IX.
BOATBUILDING AND TAILORING.

All this while you may be sure my thoughts ran many times
upon the prospect of the land which I had seen from the other
side of the island, and I was not without secret wishes that I
were on shore there, and might find perhaps at last some means
of escape.

At length I began thinking whether it was not possible to
make myself a canoe, such as the natives of those climates
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make, of the trunk of a great tree. This I not only thought
possible, but easy, and pleased myself extremely with the
thoughts of making it, but I completely forgot to consider the
want of hands to move it, when it was made, into the water.
For what use was it to rue that, when I had chosen a vast
tree in the woods, I might with much trouble cut it down,
might be able with my tools to hew and trim the outside into
the proper shape of a boat, might burn or cut out the inside
to make it hollow and so make a boat of it; if, after all this,
I must leave it just there where I found it, and was not able
to launch it into the water ?

One would have thought I could not have reflected the
least on my circumstances, while I was making this boat,
without thinking how I should get it into the sea; but
my thoughts were so intent upon my voyage over the sea
in it, that I never once considered how I should get it off the
land.

I went to work upon this boat more like a fool than ever
man did who had any of his senses awake. Not but that the
difficulty of launching my boat came often into my head ; but
I put a stop to my own inquiries into it, by this foolish answer
which I gave myself, “ Let's first makeit; I'll warrant I'll
find some way or other to get it along when 'tis done .

This was a most preposterous method ; but the eagerness
of my fanoy prevailed, and to work I went. I felled a cedar-
tree, five feet ten inches in diameter at the lower part next the
stump, and four feet eleven inches in diameter at the end of
twenty-two feet, after which it lessened for a while, and then
parted into branches. It was not without infinite labour that
I felled this tree. I was twenty days hacking and hewing it
at the bottom ; I was fourteen more getting the branches and
limbs and the vast spreading head of it cut off. After this, it
cost me a month to shape it and proportion it that it might
swim upright as it ought to do. It cost me nearly three
months more to clear the inside, and work it so as to make
an exact boat of it. This I did, indeed, without fire, by mere
mallet and chisel, and by dint of hard labour, till I had
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fashioned it into a very handsome canoe, and big enough to
have carried six-and-twenty men.

When I had gone through this work, there remained
nothing but to get the canoe into the water; and had I got it
into the water, I make no question but I should have begun
the maddest voyage, and the most unlikely to be performed,
that ever was undertaken.

But all my devices to get it into the water failed me. It
lay about one hundred yards from the water, and not more;
but the first inconvenience was, it was uphill towards the
oreek. Well, to take away this discouragement, I resolved to
dig into the surface of the earth, and so make a declivity.
This I began, and it cost me a prodigious deal of pains; but
who grudges pains, that has his deliverance in view? DBut
when this was worked through, and this difficulty overcoms,
I could no more stir the canoe than before.

Then I measured the distance of ground, and resolved to
cut a dock or canal, to bring the water up to the canoe,
seeing I could not bring the canoe down to the water.
Well, I began this work; and when I began to calculate how
deep it was to be dug, how broad, and how the stuff was to
be thrown out, I found that it would have heen ten or twelve
years before I should have gone through with it ; so at length,
though with great reluctance, I gave up this attempt also.

This grieved me heartily ; and now I saw, though too late,
the folly of beginning a work before we count the cost, and
before we judge rightly of our own strength to go through
with it.

My clothes now began to decay mightily. As to linen, I had
none for & good while, except some shirts which I found in
the chests of the other seamen, and which I carefully pre-
served, because many times I could bear no other clothes on
but a shirt; and it was a very great help to me that I had,
among all the men’s clothes of the ship, almost three dozen
shirts. There were also several thick watch-coats of the sea-
men’s which were left indeed, but they were too hot to wear ;
and though it is true that the weather was so violently hot
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that there was no need of clothes, yet I could not go quite
naked.

For I could not bear the heat of the sun so well when quite
naked as with some clothes on; nay, the very heat frequently
blistered my skin; whereas, with a shirt on, the air itself
made some motion, and whistling under the shirt, was two-
fold cooler than without it.

Accordingly, I began to think of putting the few rags I had,
which I called clothes, into some order. I had worn out all
the waistcoats I had, and my business was now to try if I
could not make jackets out of the great watch-coats which
I'had by me, and with such other materials asI had; 8o I set
to work a-tailoring, or rather, indeed, a-botching, for I made
most piteous work of it. However, I managed to make two
or three new waistcoats, whnich I hoped would serve me a
long while. As for breeches, or drawers, I made but a very
sorry shift indeed till afterwards.

I had saved the skins of all the creatures that I killed, 1
mean four-footed ones, and I had hung them up stretched out
with sticks in the sun, by which means some of them were so
dry and hard that they were fit for little, but others were very
useful. The first thing I made of these was a great cap for
my head, with the hair on the outside, to shoot off the rain;
and this I performed so well, that after this I made a suit of
clothes wholly of these skins, that is to say, a waistcoat, and
breeches open at the knees, and both loose, for they were
rather wanted to keep me cool than to keep me warm. I
must not omit to acknowledge that they were wretchedly
made ; for if I was a bad carpenter, I was a worse tailor.
However, they were very useful; and when I was abroad, if
it happened to rain, the hair of my waistcoat and cap being
outermost, I was kept very dry.

After this I spent a great deal of time and pains in making an
umbrella. I had seen them made in the Brazils, where they
are very useful in the great heat; and I felt the heat every
jot as great here and even greates. Besides, as I was obliged
to be much abroad, it was a most useful thing to me, as well
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for the rains as for the heat. I took a world of pains at it,
and was & long while before I could make anything likely to
hold ; nay, after I thought I had hit upon the way, I spoiled
two or three before I made one to my mind; but at last I
made one that answered fairly well. The main difficulty I
found was to make it close up. I could make it spread ; but
if it did not let down too, and draw in, it was not portable
for me any way but just over my head, which would not
do. However, at last, as I said, I madé one to answer, and
covered it with skins, the hair upwards, so that it cast off the
rains like a pent-house, and kept off the sun so effectually,
that I could walk out in the hottest weather with greater
advantage than I could before in the coolest; and when I had
no need of it, could close it, and carry it under my arm.

I cannot say that after this, for five years, any extraordinary
thing happened to me ; but I lived on in the same course, in
the same position and place, just as before. The chief things
I was employed in, besides my yearly labour of planting my
barley and rice, and curing my raisins, of both of which I al-
ways kept up one year’s provisions in hand—TI say, besides this
yearly labour, and my daily labour of going out with my gun,
I had one labour, to make a canoe, which at last I finished ;
g0 that by digging a canal to it of six feet wide, and four feet
deep, I brought it into the creek, almost half a mile.

CHAPTER X.
VOYAGE ROUND THE ISLAND.

However, the size of the boat was not at all answerable to
the design which I had in view when I made the first; I
mean, of venturing over to the terra firma, where the sea was
about forty miles broad. Accordingly, the smallness of my
boat assisted to put an end to that design, and now I thought
no more of it. But as I had a boat, my next design was to
make a tour round the island ; for as I had been on the other
side in one place, by crossing over the land, the discoveries
T made in that little journey made me very eager to see other
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parts of the coast; and now that I had a boat, I thought
of nothing but sailing round the island.

For this purpose, that I might do everything with discre-
tion, I fitted up a little mast in my boat, and made a sail for
it out of some of the pieces of the ship's sail, which lay in
store, and of which I had a great stock by me.

Having fitted my mast and sail, and tried the boat, I found
she would sail very well. Then I made little lockers, or
boxes, at either end of my boat, to put provisions, necessaries,
and ammunition, etc., into, to be kept dry, either from rain or
the spray of the sea; and a little long hollow place [ cut in
the inside of the boat, where I could lay my gun, making a
flap to hang down over it to keep it dry.

I fixed my umbrella also in the stern, like a mast, to stand
over my head, and keep the heat of the sun off of me, like an
awning; and thus I every now and then took a little voyage
upon the sea, but never went far out, nor far from the little creek.
But at last, being eager to view the circumference of my little
kingdom, I resolved upon my tour; and accordingly I victualled
my ship for the voyage.

It was 6 November, in the sixth year of my reign, or my
captivity, which you please, that I set out on this voyage, and
I found it much longer than I expected ; for though the island
itself was not very large, yet when I came to the east side of
it I found a great ledge of rocks lie out above two leagues into
the sea, some above water, some under it, and beyond that a
shoal of sand, lying dry half a league more; so that I was
obliged to go & great way out to sea to double the point.

When I discovered this, I was going to give up my enter-
prise and come back again, not knowing how far it might
oblige me to go out to sea, and, above all, doubting how I
should get back again, so I came to an anchor; for I had
made a kind of an anchor with a piece of a broken grappling
which I got out of the ship.

Having secured my boat, I took my gun and went on shore,
olimbing up upon a hill, which seemed to overlook that point,
where I saw the full extent of it, and resolved to venture.
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In viewing the sea from that hill, where I stood, I perceived
a strong current, which ran to the east, and even came close
to the point; and I took the more notice of it, because I saw
there might be some danger that when I came into it I might
be carried out to sea by the strength of it, and not be able to
make the island again. And indeed, had I not first climbed
up upon this hill, I believe it would have been so; for there
was the same current on the other side of the island and &
strong eddy under the shore; so I had nothing to do but to
get in out of the first current, and I should presently be in an
eddy. I lay here two days, because the wind blew hard.

The third day, in the morning, the wind having abated
overnight, the sea was calm, and I ventured. But I am «
warning again to all rash and ignorant pilots; for no sooner
was I come to the point, when even I was not my boat’s
length from the shore, than I found myself in a great depth
of water, and a current like the sluice of a mill. It carried my
boat along with it with such violence, that all I could do
could not keep her so much as on the edge of it, but I found
it hurried me farther and farther out from the eddy, which
was on my left hand. There was no wind stirring to help me,
and all T could do with my paddlers signified nothing. And
now I began to give myself over for lost; for, as the current
was on both sides of the island, I knew in a few leagues’ dis-
tance they must join again, and then I was irrecoverably gone.
Nor did I see any possibility of avoiding it; so that I had no
prospect before me but of perishing; not by the sea, for that
was calm enough, but of starving for hunger.

Now I looked back upon my desolate solitary island as the
most pleasant place in the world, and all the happiness my
heart could wish for was to be there again. However, I
worked hard, till indeed my strength was almost exhausted,
and kept my boat as much to the northward, that is, towards
the side of the current which the eddy lay om, as I possibly
could ; when about noon, as the sun passed the meridian, I
thought I felt a little breeze of wind in my face, springing up
from the S.8.E. This cheered my heart a little, and especially
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when, in about half an hour more, it blew a gentle gale. By
this time I was at a frightful distance from the island; and
had the least cloud or hazy weather intervened, I should have
been undone another way too; for I had no compass on board,
and should never have known how to have steered towards
the island if I had but once lost sight of it. But the weather
continuing clear, I applied myself to get up my mast again,
and spread my sail, standing away to the north as much as
possible, to get out of the current, north-west; and in about
an hour came within about a mile of the shore, where there
was smooth water, and I soon got to land.

When I was on shore I fell on my knees, and gave God
thanks for my deliverance, resolving to lay aside all thoughts
of my deliverance by my boat; and refreshing myself with
such things as I had I lay down to sleep, being quite spent
with the labour and fatigue of the voyage.

I resolved in the morning to make my way westward along
the shore. In about three miles, I came to a very good inlet
or bay, about a mile across, which narrowed till it came to a
very little rivulet or brook, where I found a very convenient
harbour for my boat, and where she lay as if she had been in
a little dock made on purpose for her. Here I put in, and
went on shore to look about me, and see where I was.

I soon found I had just passed by the place where I had
been before, when I travelled on foot to that part of the shore ;
so taking nothing out of my boat but my gun and my umbrella,
for it was exceedingly hot, I began my march and reached my
old bower in the evening, where I found everything standing
as I left it. .

I got over the fence, and lay down in the shade to rest my
limbs, for I was very weary, and fell asleep. But judge, if
you oan, what a surprise it was, when I was awakened out of
my sleep by a voice calling me by my name several times,
“ Robin, Robin, Robin Crusoe, poor Robin Crusoe! Where
are you, Robin Crusoe ? "

I was so dead asleep at first, being fatigued, that I did not
wake thoroughly. But the voice continued to repeat * Robin
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Crusoe, Robin Crusoe,” and at last [ began to wake more
petfectly, and was at first dreadfully frightened, and started
up in the utmost consternation. But no sooner were my eyes
open, than I saw my Poll sitting on the top of the hedge, and
immediately knew that it was he that spoke to me.

I had now had enough of going to sea for some time, and
had enough to do for many days to sit still, and reflect upon
the danger I had been in.

In this temper I remained nearly a year, living a very quiet,
retived life; and improving myself in all the mechanic exercises
which my necessities forced upon me, I arrived at an unex-
pected perfection in my earthenware, and contrived well enough
to make them with a wheel, which I found infinitely easier
and better, because I made things round and shapeable which
before were filthy things indeed to look on. But I think I was
never more vain of my own performance, or more joyful for any-
thing I found out, than for my being able to make a tobacco-
pipe. And though it was a very ugly, clumsy thing when it
was done, and only burnt red, like other earthenware, yet,
as it was hard and firm, and would draw the smoke, I was
exceedingly comforted with it.

Cuarrer XI.
DAILY LIFE AND PERSONAL APPEARANCE.

Being now in the eleventh year of my residence, and my
ammunition growing low, I set myself to study some art to
trap and snare the goats, to see whether I could not ecatch
some of them alive.

To this purpose, I made snares for them, and I do beliave
they were more than once taken in them ; but my tackle was
not good, for I had no wire, and I always found them broken,
and my bait devoured. At length I resolved to try a pitfall ;
8o I dug several large pits in the earth, in places where I had
observed the goats used to feed, and over these pits I placed
hurdles, of my own making too, with a great weight upon

them ; and several times I put ears of barley and dry rice, with-
11 : 6
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out setting the trap, and I could easily perceive that the goats
had gone in and eaten up the corn, for I could see the mark
of their feet. At length I set three traps in one night, and
going the next morning, I found them all standing, and yet the
bait eaten and gone; this was very discouraging. However, I
altered my trap ; and, going one morning to see my trap, I
found in one of them a lurge old he-goat, and in one of the
other three kids.

As to the old one, I knew not what to do with him, he was
so fierce I durst not go into the pit to him; that is to say, to
attempt to bring him away alive, which was what I wanted.
So I even let him out, and he ran away, as if he had been
frighted out of his wits. Then I went to the three kids, and
taking them one by omne, I tied them with strings together,
and with some difticulty brought them all home.

And now I found that if I expected to supply myself with
goat-flesh when I had no powder or shot left, breeding some
up tame was my only way.

But then it presently occurred to me that I must keep the tame
from the wild. or else they would always run wild when they
grew up; and the only way for this was to have some en-
closed piece of ground, well fenced with a hedge to keep them
in so effectually, that those within might not break out, nor
those without break in.

This was a great undertaking for one pair of hands; yet, as
I saw there was an absolute necessity to do it, my first piece
of work was to find out a suitable piece of ground, viz. where
there was likely to be herbage for them to eat, water for them
to drink, and cover to keep them from the sun.

I was about three months hedging in the first piece, and,
till I had done it, I tethered the three kids in the best part of
it, and acoustomed them to feed as near me as possible, to
make them familiar; and very often I would go and carry
them some ears of barley, or a handful of rice ; so that after
my enclosure was finished, and I let them loose, they would
follow me up and down, bleating after me for a handful of
corn.



ADVENTURES OF ROBINSON CRUSOE 61

This answered my end, and in about a year and a half I
had a flock of about twelve goats, kids, and all; and in two
years more I had three-and-forty, besides several that I took
and killed for my food.

But this was not all, for now I not only had goat’s flesh to
feed on when I pleased, but milk too, a thing which, at first, I
did not so much as think of, and which, when it came into
my thoughts, was really an agreeable surprise. For now I
get up my dairy, and had sometimes a gallon or two of milk
in a day; and as Nature, who gives supplies of food to every
oreature, dictates even naturally how to make use of it, so I
that had never milked a cow, much less a goat, or seen butter
or cheese made, very readily and handily, though after a great
many attempts and miscarriages, made both butter and cheese
at last, and never wanted it afterwaids.

It would have made a stoic smile, to have seen me and my
little family sit down to dinner. There was iy majesty, the
prince and lord of the whole island ; I had the lives of all my
subjects at my absolute command. I could hang, draw, give
liberty, and take it away; and had no rebels among all my
subjects.

Then to see how like a king I dined, too, all alone, attended
by my servants. Poll, as if he had been my favourite, was
the only person permitted to talk to me. My dog, who was
now grown very old and crazy, sat always at my right hand,
and two cats, one on one side the table, and one on the
other, expecting now and then a bit from my hand, as a mark
of special favour. :

With this attendance, and in this plentiful manner, I lived ,
nor could I be said to want anything but society ; and of that
some time after this, I was like to have too much.

Had anyone in England met such a man as I was, 1t must
either have frightened them, or raised a great deal of laughter ;
and as I frequently stood still to look at myself, I could not
but smile at the notion of my travelling through Yorkshire
with such an equipage, and in such a dress. Be pleased to
take a sketch of my figure, as follows.
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I had on a great high, shapeless cap, made of a goat’s skin,
with a flap hanging down behind, as well to keep the sun from
me, a8 to shoot the rain off from running into my neck.

I bad a short jacket of goat-skin, the skirts coming down
to about the middle of my thighs; and a pair of open-kneed
breeches of the same. The breeches were made of the skin of
an old he-goat, whose hair hung down such a length on either
side, that, like pantaloons, it reached to the middle of my legs.
Stockings and shoes I had none, but I had made myself a pair
of somethings, I scarce know what to call them, to flap over
my legs, and lace on either side.

I had on a broad belt of dried goat’s skin, which I drew
together with two thongs of the same, instead of buckles; and
in & kind of a frog on either side of this, instead of a sword
and a dagger, hung a little saw and a hatchet, one on one
side, one on the other. I had another belt, not so broad, and
fastened in the same manner, which hung over my shoulder;
and at the end of it, under my left arm, hung two pouches,
both made of goat’s skin too; in one of which hung my
powder, in the other my shot. At my back I carried my
basket, on my shoulder my gun, and over my head a great
clumsy ugly goat-skin umbrella, but which, after all, was the
most necessary thing I had about me, next to my gun. As
for my face, the colour of it was really not so brown as one
might expect from a man not at all careful of it, and living
within nineteen degrees of the equinox. My beard I had
once suffered to grow till it was about a quarter of a yard
long; but as I had both scissors and razors, I had cut it
pretty short, except what grew on my upper lip, which I had
trimmed into a large pair of moustaches.

You are to understand that now I had, as I may call it,
two plantations in- the island ; one, my little fortification or
tent, with the wall about it, under the rock, with the cave
behind me, which, by this time, I had enlarged into several
apartments or caves, one within another. As for my wall,
the long stakes grew all like trees, and were by this time
grown so big, and spread so very much, that there was not
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the least appearance, to anyone's view, of any habitation
behind them.

Near this dwelling of mine, but a little farther within the
land, and upon lower ground, lay my two pieces of corn
ground, which I kept duly cultivated and sowed.

" Besides this, I had my country seat, and I had now a
tolerable plantation there also; for, first, I had my little
bower, as I called it, which I kept in repair ; that is to say, I
kept the hedge, which circled it in, constantly fitted up to its
usual height, the ladder standing always in the ingide. In the
middle of this, I had my tent always standing, and under this
I had made a couch, with the skins of the creatures I had
killed, and a blanket laid on them, such as belonged to our
sea-bedding, which I had saved, and a great watch-coat to
cover me ; and here, whenever I had ococasion to be absent
from my chief seat, I took up my country habitation. Ad-
joining this I had my enclosures for my goats.

In this place also I had my grapes growing, which I prinei-
pally depended on for my winter store of raisins, and which
I never failed to preserve very carefully, as the best and most
agreeable dainty of my whole diet. And indeed they were
not agreeable only, but wholesome, nourishing, and refreshing
in the extreme.

As this was also about half-way between my other habita-
tion and the place where I had laid up my boat, I generally
stayed here in my way thither; for I used frequently to visit
my boat, and I kept all things about, or belonging to her, in
very good order. Sometimes I went out in her to amuse
myself, but no more hazardous voyages would I go, nor
scarcely ever above a stone's cast or two from the shore. But
now I come to a new scene of my life.

Caarrer XII.
THE FOOTPRINT ON THE SAND.

It happened one day, about noon, while I was going towards
my boat, I was exceedingly surprised to see the print of a
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man's naked foot very plain in the sand. I stood like one
thunderstruck, or as if T had seen an apparition. T listened,
I Jooked round me, I could hear nothing, nor see anything.
I went up to a piece of rising ground, to look farther. I went
up the shore, and down the shore, but I could see no other
impression but that one. I went to it again to see if there
were any more, and to observe if it might not be my fancy;
but there was no room for that, for there was exactly the very
print of a foot—toes, heel, and every part of a foot. How
it came thither I knew not, nor could in the least imagine.
So like a man perfectly confused and beside myself, I came
home to my fortification, not feeling, as we say, the ground
I trod on, but terrified to the last degree, looking behind me
at every two or three steps, mistaking every bush and tree,
and fancying every stump at a distance to be a man; nor is
it possible to describe how many various shapes affrighted
imagination represented to me, how many wild ideas came
every moment into my fancy, and what strange unaccountable
notions came into my thoughts by the way.

When I came to my castle, for so I think I called it ever
after thig, I fled into it like one pursued. Whether I went
over by the ladder, as first contrived, or went in at the hole
in the rock, which I called a door, I cannot remember; no,
nor could I remember the next morning, for never frightened
hare fled to cover, or fox to earth, with more terror of mind
than I to this retreat.

I did not sleep that night. Sometimes I fancied it must be
the devil, and reason joined in with me upon this supposition ;'
for how should any other thing in human shape come into
the place? Where was the vessel that brought them? What
marks were there of any other footsteps? And how was it
possible & man should come there ?

In the middle of these reflections, it ocourred to me one day
that all this might be a mere chimera of my own; and that
this foot might be the print of my own foot, when I came on
shore from my boat. This cheered me up 4 little, and I began
to persuadn myself it was all a delusion, that it was nothing
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else than my own foot ; and why might not I come that way
from the boat, as well as I was going that way to the boat?
Again, T considered also, that T could by no means tell, for
certain, where I had trod, and where I had not; and that if,
at last, this was only the print of my own foot, I had played
the part of those fools who strive to make stories of spectres
and apparitions, and then are frightened at them more than
anybody.

Now I began to take courage, and to peep abroad again, for
I had not stirred out of my castle for three days and nights,
g0 that I began to starve for provisions; for I had little or
nothing within doors but some barley-cakes and water. Then
I knew that my goats wanted to be milked too, which usually
was my evening diversion; and the poor creatures were in
great pain and inconvenience for want of it; and, indeed, it
almost spoiled some of them, and almost dried up their milk.

Heartening myself, therefore, with the belief that this was
nothing but the print of one of my own feet, I began to go
abroad again, and went to my country house to milk my flock.
But to see with what fear I went forward, how often I looked
behind me, how I wasready, every now and then, to lay down
my basket and run for my life, it would have made anyone
think I was haunted with an evil conscience.

However, as I went down thus two or three days, and
had seen nothing, I began to be a little bolder, and to think
there was really nothing in it but my own imagination.
But I could not persuade myself fully of this till I should
go down to the shore again, and see this print of a foot, and
measure it by my own, and see if there was any similitude or
fitness, that I might be assured it was my own foot. But
when I came to the place, first, it appeared evident to me,
that when I laid up my boat I could not possibly be on shore
anywhere thereabouts; secondly, when I came to measure
the mark with my own foot, I found my foot not so large by
a great deal. Both these things filled my head with new
imaginations; and I went home again, filled with the belief
that some man or men had been on ghore there; or, in short,
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that the island was inhabited, and 1 might be surprised before
I was aware. And what course to take for my security, 1
knew not.

Now I began sorely to repent that I had dug my cave so
large as to bring a door through again, which door, as I said,
came out beyond where my fortification joined to the rock.
Therefore, I resolved to draw a second fortification, in the
same manner of a semicircle, at a distance from my wall, just
where I had planted a double row of trees about twelve years
before.

So that I had now a double wall; and my outer wall was
thickened with pieces of timber, old cables, and everything I
could think of, to make it strong, having in it seven little holes,
big enough to put my arm through. In the inside of this I
thickened my wall to a width of ten feet with earth out of my
cave, laying it at the foot of the wall, and walking upon it;
and through the seven holes I contrived to plant the muskets,
of which I had got seven out of the ship. These I planted
like cannon, and fitted them into frames, that held them like
a -carriage, that so I could fire all the seven guns in two
minutes’ time. This wall I was many a weary month in
finishing, and yet never thought myself safe till it was done.

When this was done, I stuck all the ground without my
wall, for a great distance every way, full with stakes, or sticks,
of the osier-like wood, which I found so apt to grow.

Thus in two years’ time I had a thick grove; and in five
or six years’ time I had a wood before my dwelling, growing
go thick and strong, that it was perfectly impassable ; and no
men would ever imagine that there was anything beyond it,
much less a habitation. As for the way which I proposed
to myself to go in and out, for I left no avenue, it was by
setting two ladders, one to a part of the rock which was low,
and then broke in, and left room to place another ladder upon
that; so when the two ladders were taken down, no man
living could come down to me without hurting himself ; and
if they had come down, they were still on the outside of my
outer wall.
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Thus I took all the measures human prudence could suggest
for my own preservation; and it will be seen, at length, that
they were not altogether without just reason; though I fore-
saw nothing at that time more than fear suggested to me.

All this time I was not altogether careless of my other
affairs ; for I was much concerned for my little herd of goats.

Accordingly I spent some time in finding out the most re-
tired parts of the island; and I pitched upon one which was
as private indeed as my heart could wish for. It was a little
damp piece of ground in the middle of the hollow and thick
woods, where I found a clear piece of land, nearly three acres,
so surrounded with woods, that it was almost an enclosure by
Nature, and in less than a month’s time I had so fenced it
round, that my flock was well enough secured in it. So, with-
out any further delay, I removed ten young she-goats and two
he-goats to this piece.

CaarrEr XIII.

ROBINSON DISCOVERS THAT THE ISLAND HAS BEEN
VISITED BY SAVAGES.

After I had thus secured one part of my little living stock,
I went about the whole island, searching for another private
place to make such another deposit; when, wandering more
to the west point of the island than I had ever done yet, and
looking out to sea, I thought I saw a boat upon the sea at a
great distance.

When I was come down the hill to the shore I was per-
fectly confounded and amazed; nor is it possible for me to
" express my horror at seeing the shore spread with skulls,
hands, feet, and other bones of human bodies; and parti-
cularly, I observed a place where there had been a fire made,
and a circle dug in the earth, like a cockpit, where the savage
wretches must have sat down to their inhuman feastings upon
the bodies of their fellow-creatures.

I was so astonished with the sight of these things, that
I entertained no notion of any danger to myself from it for
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a long while. All my apprehensions were buried in the
thoughts of such a pitch of inhuman brutality, and the horror
of the degeneracy of human nature, which, though I had
heard of often, yet I had never seen before. I turned away
my face from the horrid spectacle, and got up the hill again
with all the speed I could, and walked on towards my own
habitation.

I continued close within my own circle for almost two years
after this. When I say my own circle, I mean my three
plantations, viz. my ocastle, my country seat, which I called
my bower, and my enclosure in the woods.

Time, however, and the knowledge that I was in no danger
of being discovered by these people, began to wear off my un-
easiness about them; and I began to live just in the same
composed manner as before; only with this difference, that I
used more caution, and kept my eyes more about me, than I
did before, lest I should happen to be seen by any of them ;
and particularly, I was more cautious of firing my gun, lest
any of them being on the island should happen to hear it.
And it was, therefore, a very good thing that I had furnished
myself with a tame breed of goats, so that I had no need to
hunt any more about the woods, or shoot at them.

I believe the reader will not think it strange if I confess that
the anxieties and the constant dangers [ lived in, put an end to
all invention, and to all contrivances for my future accommo-
dation and convenience. Ihad the care of my safety more now
upon my hands than that of my food. I cared not to drive
a nail, or chop a stick of wood now, for fear the noise I
should make should be heard ; much less would I fire a gun,
for the same reason; and, above all, [ was intolerably uneasy
at making any fire, lest the smoke, which is visible at a great
distance in the day, should betray me; and for this reason I
removed that part of my business which required fire, such as
burning of pots and pipes, etc., into my new apartment in the
woods; where, after I had been some time, 1 found, to my
unspeakable consolation, a mere natural cave in the earth,
which went in a long way, and where, I dare say, no savage,
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had he been at the mouth of it, would be so hardy as to
venture in.

The mouth of this hollow was at the bottom of a great
rock, and while I was outting down some wood here, I per-
aeived that behind a very thick branch of low brushwood, or
underwood, there was a kind of hollow place. I was curious
to look into it; and getting with difficulty into the mouth of
it, I found it was pretty large; that is to say, sufficient for
me to stand upright in it. But I must confess I made
more haste out than I did in when, looking farther into the
place, which was perfectly dark, I saw two broad shining
eyes of some creature, whether devil or man I knew not,
which twinkled like two stars, the dim light from the cave’s
mouth shining directly in, and making the reflection.

But plucking up my spirits as well ag I could, I stepped
forward again, and by the light of a firebrand, I saw lying on
the ground a most monstrous, frightful, old he-goat, just
making his will, as we say, and gasping for life; and dying
indeed, of mere old age.

I stirred him a little to see if I could get him out, and he
tried to get up, but was not able to raise himself; and I
thought with myself he might even lie there; for if he had
frightened me so, he would certainly frighten any of the
savages, if any of them should be so bold as to come in there
while he had any life in him.

I had now recovered from my surprise, and began to look
round me when I found the cave was but very small. There
was, however, a place at the farther side of it that went in
farther, but was so low, that it required me to creep upon my
hands and knees to go into it, and whither it went I knew
not.

The next day I came provided with six large candles of my
own making, for I made very good candles now of goat’s
tallow ; and going into this low place, I was obliged to creep
upon all fours, almost ten yards. When I had got through
the straight, I found the roof rose higher up, I believe to
nearly twenty feet. But never was such a glorious sight seen
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in the island, I dare say, as it was to look round the sides
and roof of this vault or cave; the walls reflected a hundred
thousand lights to me from my two candles.

The floor was dry and level, and had a sort of small loose
gravel upon it, nor was there any damp or wet on the sides
or roof. I resolved, therefore, without any delay, to bring
some of those things which I was most anxious about to this
place; particularly, I resolved to bring hither my magazine of
powder, and all my spare arms, viz. two fowling-pieces, for I
had three in all, and three muskets, for of them I had eight in
all. So I kept at my castle only five, which stood ready-
mounted, like pieces of cannon, on my outermost fence; and
were ready also to take out upon any expedition.

CuapTER XIV
SAVAGES ON THE ISLAND. RESCUE OF FRIDAY.

I was now in my twenty-third year of residence in this
island ; and was so naturalized to the place, and to the manner
of living, that could I have but enjoyed the certainty that no
savages would come to disturb me, I could have been content
to spend the rest of my time there. But it was otherwise
directed. Going out early one morning, I was surprised to
see & light of some fire upon the shore, at a distance of about
two miles, and on my side of the island.

I stopped short within my grove, not daring to go out, lest
I might be surprised. But after sitting a while longer,
and reflecting what I should do in this case, I was not able
to bear sitting in ignorance any longer, so I mounted tc
the top of the hill; and pulling out my glass, which I had
taken on purpose, I lay down flat on the ground, and began
to look for the place. I presently found there were no less
than nine naked savages sitting round a small fire they had
made, not to warm themselves, for they had no need of that,
the weather being extremely hot, but, as I supposed, to dress
some of their barbarous diet of human flesh which they had
brought with them, whether alive or dead, I could not tell.
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They had two canoes with them, which they had hauled up
upon the shore; and as it was then ebb tide, they seemed to
me to wait for the return of the flood to go away again. It
is not easy to imagine what confusion this sight put me
into, especially seeing them come on my side of the island,
and so nearme too  But when I observed their coming must
be always with the current of the ebb, I began afterwards to
be more composed in my mind, being satisfied that I might go
abroad with safety all the time of the tide of flood, if they
were not on shore before; and having made this observation,
I went abroad about my harvest-work with the more com-
posure.

It turned out as I expected ; for as soon as the tide made to
the westward, I saw them all take boat, and row (or paddle,
a8 we call it) away.

About a year and a half after this I was surprised, one
morning early, to see no less than five canoes all on shore
together on my side of the island, and the people who belonged
to them all landed, and out of my sight. Seeing so many,
and knowing that they always came four, or six, or some-
times more, in & boat, I could not tell what to think of it, or
how to take my measures to attack twenty or thirty men single-
handed; so I lay still in my castle, perplexed and discom-
forted. However, I put myself into the same posture for an
attack that I had formerly provided, and was ready for action if
anything had presented. After waiting a good while, to hear
if they made any noise, I became at length very impatient,
set my guns at the foot of my ladder, and clambered up to
the top of the hill. Here I observed, by the help of my glass,
that they were no less than thirty in number, that they had a
fire kindled, that they had had meat dressed. How they had
cooked it, I knew not, or what it was; but they were all
dancing, in I know not how many barbarous gestures and
figures, round the fire.

While I was thus looking on them, I perceived two miser-
able wretches dragged from the boats, where, it seems, they
were laid by, and were now brought out for the slaughter.
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Crusoe sees the canuibals,
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I perceived that one of them immediately fell, being knocked
down, I suppose, with a club or wooden sword, for that was
their way, and two or three others set to work immediately,
cutting him open for their cookery, while the other victim was
left standing by himself, till they should be ready for him.
In that very moment this poor wretch seeing himself a little
at liberty, Nature inspired him with hopes of life, and he
started away from them, and ran with incredible swiftness
along the sands directly towards me, I mean towards that
part of the coast where my habitation was.

I was dreadfully frightened (that I must acknowledge) when
Iperceived him run my way, and especially when, as I thought,
I saw him pursued by the whole body of them. However, I
kept my station, and my spirits began to recover when I found
that only three men followed him; and still more was I en-
couraged when I found that he outstripped them exceedingly in
running, and gained ground of them; so that if he could but
keep it up for half an hour, I saw easily he would fairly get
away from them all.

There was between them and my castle the creek, which
I mentioned often at the first part of my story, when I landed
my cargoes out of the ship; and this I saw plainly he must
necessarily swim over, or the poor wretch would be taken
there. But when the savage escaping came thither he made
nothing of it, though the tide was then up; but plunging in,
swam across in about thirty strokes, landed, and ran on with
great strength and swiftness. When the three pursuers came
to the creek, I found that two of them could swim, but the
third could not, and that, standing on the other side, he went
no farther, and soon after went quietly back, which, as it
happened, was very well for him.

I observed that the two who swam were more than twice
a8 long swimming over the creek as the fellow that fled from
them. It now occurred to me that this was my time to get &
gervant, and perhaps a companion or assistant, and that I was
called plainly by Providence to save this poor creature’s life.
I immediately ran down the ladders with all possible expedi-
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tion, fetched my two guns, for they were both at the foot of the
ladders, and getting up again, with the same haste, to the top
of the hill, I crossed towards the sea, and having a very short
cut, and all down hill, stationed myself between the pursuers
and the pursued, hallooing aloud to him that fled, who, look-
ing back, was at first perhaps as much frightened at me as at
them ; but I beckoned with my hand to him to come back;
and, in the meantime, I slowly advanced towards the two that
followed ; then rushing at once upon the foremost, I knocked
him down with the stock of my piece. I was loth to fire,
because I would not have the rest hear; though, at that dis-
tance, it would not have been easily heard, and being out of
sight of the smoke too, they would not have easily known
what to make of it. When I had knocked this fellow down,
the other who pursued with him stopped, as if he had been
frightened, and I advanced apace towards him ; but as I came
nearer, I perceived that he had a bow and arrow, and was
fitting it to shoot at me; so I was then forced to shoot at him
first, which I did, and killed him at the first shot.

The poor savage, though he saw both his enemies fallen and
killed, was so frightened by the fire and noise of my piece,
that he stood stock-still, and neither came forward nor went
backward, though he seemed rather inclined to fly still than
to come on. I hallooed again to him, and made signs to come
forward, which he easily understood, and came a little way,
then stopped again, and then a little farther, and stopped
again; and I could then perceive that he stood trembling, as
if he had been taken prisoner, and was to be killed, as his two
enemies were. I beckoned to him again to come to me, and
gave him all the signs of encouragement that I could think of ;
and he came nearer and nearer, kneeling down every ten or
twelve steps, in token of acknowledgment for my saving his
life. I smiled at him, and looked pleasantly, and beckoned to
him to come still nearer. At length he came close to me, and
then he kneeled down again, kissed the ground, and laid his
head upon the ground, and taking me by the foot, set my foot

upon his head. This, it seems, was in token of swearing to
II. 7
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I knocked him down with the stock of my piece,
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be my slave for ever. I took him up, and made much of him,
and encouraged him all I could. I now turned to go away,
and beckoned to him to follow me, making signs to him that
more might come after them.

Upon this he signed to me that he should bury the dead
savages with sand, that they might not be seen by the rest if
they followed ; and so I made signs again to him to do so.
He fell to work, and he quickly scraped a hole in the sand
with his bands big enough to bury the first in, and then
dragged him into it, and covered him, and did so also by the
other. Then calling him away, I carried him, not to my castle,
but quite away to my cave, on the farther part of the island.

Here I gave him bread and a bunch of raisins to eat, and
a draught of water, which I found he was in great need of;
and having refreshed him, I made signs for him to lie down
and sleep, pointing to a place where I had laid a great heap
of rice-straw, covered with a blanket, upon which I used to
sleep myself sometimes; so the poor creature lay down, and
went to sleep.

He was a comely, handsome fellow, perfectly well made,
with straight strong limbs, not too large, tall, and well-shaped,
and, as I reckon, about 26 years of age. He had a very
good countenance, not a fierce and surly aspect, but seemed
to have something very manly in his face. His hair was
long and black, not curled like wool; his forehead very high
and large; and a great vivacity and sparkling sharpness in
his eyes. The colour of his skin was not quite black, but
very tawny. His face was round and plump; his nose small,
not flat like a negro’s; a very good mouth, thin lips, and his
fine teeth well set, and white as ivory.

After he had slumbered, rather than slept, about half an
hour, he woke up again, and came out of the cave to me, for
I had been milking my goats, which I had in the enclosure
close by. When he espied me, he came running to me, laying
himself down again upon the ground, with all the signs of a
humble, thankful disposition, making many strange gestures
to show it. At last he laid hif head flat upon the ground,

7
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close to my foot, and set my other foot upon his head, as he
had done before, and after this made all the signs to me of
subjection, servitude, and submission imaginable, to let me
know how he would serve me as longas helived. Iunderstood
him in many things, and let him know I was very well pleased
with him. Ina little time I began to speak to him, and teach
him to speak to me; and, first, I made him know his name
should be Friday, which was the day I saved his life. I like-
wise taught him to say master, and then let him know that
was to be my name. I likewise taught him to say Yes and
No, and to know the meaning of them. I gave him some milk
in an earthen pot, and let him see me drink it before him, and
dip my bread in it; and I gave him a cake of bread to do the
like, which he quickly complied with, and made signs that it
was very good for him.

I stayed there with him all that night; but assoon asit was
day, I beckoned to him to come with me, and let him know I
would give him some clothes; at which he seemed very glad,
for he was stark naked. As we went by the place where he
had buried the two men, he pointed exactly to the place, and
showed me the marks that he had made to find them again,
making signs to me that we should dig them up again, and eat
them. At this I appeared very angry, expressed my abhor-
rence of it, made as if I would vomit at the thoughts of it, and
beckoned with my hand to him to come away; which he did
immediately, with great submission. I then led him up to
the top of the hill, to see if his enemies were gone; and pull-
ing out my glass, I looked, and saw plainly the place where
they had been, but no appearance of them or of their canoes;
go that it wags plain that they were gone, and had left their
two comrades hehind them, without any search after them.

CaapTER XV.
TEACHING A SAVAGE.

I now fell to work for my man Friday; and, first of all, I
gave him & pair of linen drawers, which, with a little alteration,
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fitted him very well. Then I made him a coat of goat’s-skin,
as well as my skill would allow, and I had now become a
t